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PREFACE.





The following pages contain a narrative of the measures adopted by the Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, for the mitigation of the distress arising from the failure of the potato crop in 1846 and 1847. As merely an incidental allusion is made to the important exertions of other similar bodies, or to the operations of the Government, this narrative cannot pretend to the character of a history of that eventful period; but when taken in connection with the information contained in the various reports and letters given in the Appendix, it may furnish a few authentic materials for the future historian.


The attention of the Committee, whilst they were engaged in the duty of endeavouring to relieve the distress of their fellow‐countrymen, was much drawn to the consideration of the economic causes which appear to them to have interfered



with the prosperity of the country, and they have deemed it right to offer some observations and suggestions respecting them. Although some of the operations undertaken by them were not attended with the hoped‐for success, it was nevertheless incumbent on them to endeavour to rescue the famishing from death. It is not for man to command success; but it is his Christian duty, under circumstances of doubt and difficulty such as those presented by the recent famine, to labour from day to day, acting for the best according to his judgment, and willing to leave the event to Him who sees the end from the beginning, and who alone can bless the work. The faithful record of these transactions should not deter any, under similar circumstances, from endeavouring to perform their duty, but it may in some degree serve as a beacon to direct their steps.
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TRANSACTIONS,

&c.



INTRODUCTION.


Introduction.
In presenting this statement of the proceedings of the Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, we feel that it is required of us to offer some explanation for the delay which has taken place, in supplying the contributors to the fund entrusted to our care with a full account of the distribution of their bounty. Some account of our proceedings for the first eighteen months, accompanied by a statement of receipts and expenditure during that period, was published in Sixth‐month, 18481; and at that time we fully anticipated that our final report would not be very long delayed. It did not appear practicable to realize this expectation, as several of the measures which had been adopted, with the view of affording encouragement to the productive industry of the country, required a considerable time for a fair trial. A main cause of delay, however, was the delicate state of health of Joseph Bewley, one of our honorary secretaries;



Introduction.
and by his decease, which took place in Ninth‐month last year, we were deprived of his important and highly valued assistance. He was the first promoter of this Committee, and as he had throughout taken a much larger share than any other of its members, of the labour and responsibility attendant on its proceedings, we hoped that he would have been able to prepare the report of its transactions. A few months before his death, he stated to the Committee that he felt himself unable to undertake this task; and at the same time presented to us some memoranda, as “heads for a report,” which have been of great use in preparing the present statement. It was then agreed to place the necessary documents in the hands of another person. Various circumstances, including the time required for supervision and correction by a numerous committee, have prevented an earlier publication.


To convey to our readers a clear view of our transactions, it appears necessary to give a general account of them from the formation of the Committee, although this course will oblige us to repeat some of the statements already published. While thus detailing the measures which were adopted in the hopes of alleviating distress, we think it right to advert to some circumstances in the condition of Ireland prior to 1846, which appear to us to have aggravated the difficulties arising from the loss of the potato, and to have impeded the exertions
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made for the relief of the consequent destitution. We also feel it to be our duty to state the views we have been led to form, as to the injurious effects which these defective social arrangements must continue to produce, so long as they exist; and as to the measures which would appear to us likely to remove them.


In venturing thus to place before the public our opinions on social and economical questions of great moment, respecting some of which the public mind is deeply interested, we feel that we are going beyond what some may consider the duty of the Committee of a charitable association; and that in so doing we may expose ourselves to censure, as out‐stepping our province, and interfering in matters in which we have no proper concern. We do not claim for our suggestions any peculiar authority; but the circumstances in which we have been placed have forcibly attracted our attention to these subjects, and have produced in our minds strong convictions of the truth of the principles we advocate, and of their important influence on the future well‐being of our country.


The object of the improvements in legislation, which we have ventured to suggest, is the encouragement of industry, by the removal of obstacles which now obstruct its course and endanger its reward. Were a free scope given to exertion, it would remain for the people, by persevering industry in agricultural, manufacturing, and commercial
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pursuits, to improve their material condition, and acquire a larger share of the comforts and conveniences of life. Nevertheless, these views are not put forward as offering a panacea for the various evils which afflict Ireland. Many other subjects might be noticed. Even the best laws must to a great extent depend, for their successful working, upon the general knowledge and intelligence of the people. We feel the great importance of education—of that intellectual instruction which tends to raise the condition and to civilize the manners of a nation, and above all, we desire to express our conviction that pure religion and sound morality are the only solid basis for national happiness.


For the opinions stated in this report, the Society of Friends as a body is not responsible, and we are aware that some of those in religious profession with us entertain different views on some points. The responsibility rests on the members of the Central Relief Committee alone. We have little pecuniary interest in land, either as owners or occupiers; and if any class prejudices have influenced us, they are those derived from the mercantile pursuits in which nearly all the members of the Committee are engaged. We cannot claim an exemption from those sources of error to which all are liable; but we have no private objects to serve, and no interests other than the general welfare of the community.
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It is with some hesitation that we again obtrude ourselves on the public attention, so long after the active exertions of the Committee have ceased. We ought to have been prepared to make our report earlier; but the delay which has been suffered to take place in the performance of this duty is not a reason for omitting it altogether. Some statement of our transactions is due to the contributors, and it may be useful to leave on record a selection of authentic information, connected with a famine so memorable and so extraordinary. The time which has elapsed has afforded us an opportunity of judging of the means adopted for relief, by the results of some of the operations in which we were engaged. We are now enabled to review the whole course of our proceedings, and we see but too clearly that we have failed in several undertakings, in which we at first entertained sanguine hopes of success. Although public opinion has, on several occasions, been favourably expressed as regards our proceedings, we feel that we can only claim the merit of an honest intention, to dispose of the funds under our care to the best of our ability, for the temporary relief or for the permanent advantage of our distressed fellow‐countrymen. In endeavouring to carry these intentions into effect, we have made mistakes of judgment in the selection of the means of relief, and committed errors in the details of administration; so that the means placed at our disposal have
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perhaps been less useful than they might have proved in other hands.


But while we have to acknowledge these deficiencies, we feel bound to express our thankfulness to the Almighty that we have been made the means, to a large extent, of relieving destitution and of saving life. The awful visitation with which it pleased Divine Providence to afflict our country, was doubtless intended in wisdom for our good. His bounty has again given to us abundant harvests and a plentiful supply of food. Still, many of the difficulties are but in part removed, and much distress exists around us. One of the results of the late visitation of famine has been, to fix the public attention on various social evils, which it brought more prominently into view; and we venture to indulge the hope, that the attention thus called to these subjects will continue to be devoted to them, until such amendments are effected in the social and economical condition of our country, as will place the people in a state of much greater comfort than they have heretofore enjoyed.



1 See Appendix XXII, page 438, for this report.










CHAPTER I.

CONDITION OF IRELAND BEFORE THE FAMINE.


Great amount of
ignorance and
want in 1841.
The Report of the Commissioners appointed to take the census of Ireland in the year 1841, shows that out of a population of eight millions, there were three millions seven hundred thousand above the age of five years, who could neither read nor write, while nearly three and a half millions occupied the lowest class of house accommodation.
Its distribution.
The shaded maps attached to the same report afford some indications of the distribution of this mass of ignorance and want. From these maps it appears that the districts which lie westward of an imaginary line, drawn from Londonderry to Cork, contain a much greater amount of ignorance and poverty than the eastern parts of Ireland.
Extreme poverty
of the people, as
stated by the Land
Occupation
Commissioners.
Four years afterwards, and a very few months before the first appearance of the fatal blight of the potato, the Land Occupation Commissioners confirm these melancholy statements:—


“A reference, to the evidence of most of the witnesses, will show that the agricultural labourer
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Extreme poverty
of the people.
of Ireland continues to suffer the greatest privations and hardships; that he continues to depend upon casual and precarious employment for subsistence; that he is still badly housed, badly fed, badly clothed, and badly paid for his labour. Our personal experience and observation during our inquiry, have afforded us a melancholy confirmation of these statements; and we cannot forbear expressing our strong
Their patience
under suffering.
sense of the patient endurance which the labouring classes have generally exhibited, under sufferings greater, we believe, than the people of any other country in Europe have to sustain.”1


The greater part of the labouring classes in
The potato almost
their only food.
Ireland were sunk in this state of poverty and wretchedness. The potato was almost their only food; and it formed their chief means of obtaining the other necessaries of life. The circumstances under which it was cultivated were very peculiar. A large portion of the crop which was to supply the food of the labourers, as well as that of the pigs
Conacre
cultivation.
which they reared, was grown under the conacre system. Under this system, the labourer usually took from some farmer a small portion of ground for the season, manured, prepared, and sowed it. The rent was paid sometimes in money, but more frequently by working a certain number of days for the farmer, at sixpence, eight‐pence, or ten‐pence
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per day. The labourer thus became a commercial chapter speculator in potatoes. He sunk his capital in manuring the ground, and in seed. He mortgaged his labour for a part of the ensuing year for the rent of his field. If his speculation proved successful, he was able to replace his capital, to fatten his pig, and to support himself and his family, while he cleared off his debt to the farmer. If it failed, his former savings were gone; his heap of manure had been expended to no purpose in preparing his field; and he had lost the means of rendering his pig fit for market. But his debt to the farmer still remained, and the scanty wages which he could earn at some periods of the year, were reduced not only by the increased number of persons looking for work, but also by the diminished ability of the farmers to employ them.


The poverty of
the Irish peasantry improperly attributed to the
potato.
Many have attributed this state of chronic poverty to the facility with which a bare subsistence was obtained by the cultivation of the potato. Such does not appear to us to have been the case. The people lived on potatoes because they were poor; and they were poor because they could not obtain regular employment. This want of employment seems in great measure to have arisen from the state of the law, and the practice respecting the occupation and ownership of land.


In England farm
buildings erected
by the landlord.
In England it has long been customary for the landlords to erect farm buildings, and make all the requisite improvements. In Ireland, the landlords
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having in general only a life interest, and being unable to charge the cost of improvements on the
Not so in Ireland.
estate, have rarely been willing to incur the expense of making them; and consequently the whole expenditure for this purpose has usually been thrown on the tenants. The law which vested the ownership of all such improvements in the landlord, gave the tenant no compensation for the outlay of his capital, beyond the advantage he might derive during the existence of his lease; and if there was no lease, which was frequently the case, the tenant had no security for the enjoyment of his improvements except the good feeling of his
Results from this
state of things.
landlord. The result has been such as might naturally be anticipated; the requisite farm buildings have in most cases either not been erected, or have been inferior in quality, and the other improvements essential to a good condition of agriculture have been neglected. The labourers in regular employment have in consequence been comparatively few.


Facility of encumbering landed property in Ireland.
Whilst such discouragements impeded the improvement of the land, there were several circumstances which gave greater facility to those who wished to encumber it; so that it was much easier to encumber an estate than to sell it. It is well known that the Irish landed proprietors availed themselves to a great extent of this fatal privilege; and the heavy embarrassments of so large a number of this class must have had a most serious
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effect on the condition of their tenantry. The complications of title arising from settlements, and from the various charges affecting land, were increased by the existence of incumbrances; and thus the difficulties of bringing landed property to a sale were rendered still greater.
Difficulty of
its sale.
These difficulties frequently had the effect of keeping estates for many years out of the market; and when they were at length offered for sale, the uncertainty of title, and the delay and expense connected with the transfer were so great, as materially to depreciate their value. From these causes, estates whose proprietors were actually insolvent, in many cases, remained unsold: the rents
Many estates
under the Court
of chancery.
were collected by receivers under the Court of Chancery; and from the inevitable mismanagement such properties were reduced to a deplorable condition. It is clear that, in any attempt to improve the condition of his struggling tenantry, little assistance could be given by a landlord overwhelmed with debt and tied down with settlements.2


Not only were a great number of the landlords
Non‐residence of
landlords.
needy men, powerless to assist either themselves
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or their tenants, but in very many cases they had ceased to reside in Ireland. They found that in other countries the scanty residue of their rental procured for them more of the luxuries to which they had been accustomed, than they could obtain at home. They were anxious to be relieved from the burden of supporting a high social position upon inadequate means. They were disgusted by seeing their estates placed under the management of a receiver appointed by the Court of Chancery. They were annoyed by the importunities of their tenantry, and pained by the sight of misery which they could not relieve; and influenced by one or more of these causes, they sought in another land the consideration and enjoyment which they no longer met with in their own. The resident gentry were therefore few in many parts of Ireland, and were often widely separated; and in a large part of the country there was no
Few educated residents, and no
middle class, in
many parts of Ireland.
middle class. There were whole parishes with scarcely an educated resident except the Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy; while the extent of others, and the union in some cases of several parishes into one benefice, deprived many districts even of that assistance. When the famine resulting from the blight of the potato brought so many to destitution, the labours of the few who, in those deserted districts, exerted themselves to feed
Burden on these
few during the
famine.
the poor, were thus greatly increased, as the whole burden was cast upon them. “The position of a
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country gentleman,” writes one of this class, “left single‐handed as I am, to deal with such a calamity, and doomed daily to hear tales of woe which he cannot alleviate, is truly miserable.” At any time, the want of an educated, intelligent body of men to carry out the various local measures must be severely felt. But its pressure was almost overpowering, when the whole population of many districts were fed by the hands of strangers. We believe that this want of the necessary machinery for administering relief in the districts which most required it, had more effect than any other circumstance in impeding the exertions requisite to relieve the sufferings of the destitute in that time of calamity.3


Inadequacy of the
Poor Law, 1 & 2
Vict., c.56, during
the famine.
Besides the difficulty of carrying the provisions of the poor law into effect, arising from the want of an efficient local administration, the law itself, previous to the amendment passed in 1847, was insufficient for the relief of such great distress. It had been passed while the country was comparatively prosperous, and contained no provision for such a social disorganization as that which resulted from the famine of 1846 and 1847. By the Act of 1 & 2 Vict. c. 56, no out‐door relief whatever could be given under any circumstances. This unyielding enactment was manifestly unsuitable amid such
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Inadequacy of the
Poor Law, 1 & 2
Vict., c.56, during
the famine.
extended destitution. The workhouses were soon filled with the old and the sick, with widows and orphans, and with the helpless of every kind, who were of course the first to feel the pressure and to seek for shelter. Even for these, so greatly increased was their number, the workhouse accommodation was wholly inadequate; yet when the houses were once filled, there remained no legal provision for the destitute. Thus the workhouses ceased to operate either as a medium of relief, or as a test of destitution. They became almshouses for the helpless, and hospitals for the sick. In‐door relief was given to the class who might have been safely relieved out of doors, while the able‐bodied, who of all others required the most stringent test of destitution, received out‐door relief indiscriminately, to an enormous extent, on the public works.4


The Public Works.
These works consisted principally of roads, and were originally undertaken as supplemental to the Poor Law, under an act passed in the beginning of the session of 1845–46. The expense was defrayed by advances from the Treasury, of which one half was a free grant, and the other half was charged upon the baronies in which the works were undertaken. Before the close of the session, the certainty of the total failure of the potato crop induced Parliament to continue the Act, with a view to its application
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The Public Works.
on a much larger scale than in the preceding season. The whole amount advanced by the Treasury was made a local charge, to be recovered in the same manner as the poor rate. It was directed that the wages on the works should be kept below the average rate in each district, and that the employment given should be by taskwork; but it was rarely found practicable to carry out these directions. It is unnecessary to refer to the injurious effects which arose from this mode of relief. We need only say that in numerous instances it failed to attain its object. Not only was relief given to many improper persons, but the really destitute able‐bodied were often neglected; while, from the very nature of the relief, the helpless were frequently left altogether without assistance.5


Great extent of
the Poor Law
Unions in Ireland.
The size of the Unions was a great impediment
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Great extent of
the Poor Law
Unions in Ireland.
to the effective operation of the Poor Law. The average size of the Irish Unions was about three times as large as the corresponding divisions in England. It is impossible for any board of guardians to manage efficiently, yet economically, a district of hundreds of thousands of acres. Out of 130 Unions in Ireland in 1847, 107 contained upwards of 100,000 acres; and of these, 25 contained upwards of 200,000. In Munster and Connaught, where there was the greatest amount of distress, and the least amount of local intelligence available for its relief, the Unions were much larger than in the more favoured provinces of Ulster and Leinster. But it was in Connaught that the over‐grown bulk of these districts attained its greatest extent. The Union of Ballina, which contained a smaller number of persons fit to undertake its management than most of the other Unions in Ireland, comprised a tract of upwards of 507,000 acres; and here, in the deserts of Erris, distress wore its most appalling form. From several of the most suffering localities of this immense district, the poor‐house was more than forty miles distant.6


The great extent of the Unions, which naturally led to large electoral divisions, had also another
Injurious results.
injurious effect. It not merely left unrelieved the
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Injurious results.
pauperism which existed, but it ultimately increased its amount. One object which it was supposed would be gained by the poor‐law was, that the landlords would be induced to employ the labourers on their estates, in order to prevent them from seeking support from the work‐house. Instead of having this effect, the pressure of the poor‐rates interfered with the employment of labour, by lessening the capital of the employers, while the great extent of the electoral divisions rendered the expected stimulus ineffective. It was very discouraging to a landlord, after spending a large sum in wages, and successfully exerting himself to keep his own tenantry out of the poor‐house, to find that his taxation was not perceptibly lessened; that the estates of the non‐resident proprietors in the same electoral division, on which nothing had been expended,
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and which were rated on no higher scale than his, had sent in their swarm of paupers to devour the hard earnings of his self‐denying industry.


Restrictions on
the importation
of corn.
The restrictions which had previously existed on the importation of foreign grain had evidently an important influence on the condition of the people of Ireland. The natural laws which the All‐wise Creator has impressed on human society, render us dependent on each other for the various wants of life. This dependance appears to apply in the case of nations as well as individuals. It is a wise and benevolent arrangement of Providence, that different countries should yield different valuable products; and one of the effects apparently intended by this variety of production, arising from the variety of soil and climate, is the promotion of that friendly intercourse and exchange of commodities by which both parties are benefited. This intercourse tends to make nation better acquainted with nation, to remove prejudices, to counteract the disposition for war, and to bind together in one family the whole brotherhood of man.


Results of these
restrictions.
If the trade in corn had been free, and if the almost exclusive possession of the English market had not held out peculiar inducements for the cultivation of wheat, we may presume that the attention of Irish farmers and landholders would have been given to other crops for which the soil and climate appear more peculiarly suited. Wheat would still have been grown, but the principal objects of the
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farmer’s attention would have been oats, barley, green crops and flax; and even more care than heretofore would have been devoted to the rearing and fattening of cattle. The result would probably have been the importation of wheat for the middle and upper classes; and of Indian corn for the use of the poor, and for the feeding of stock; while oats, barley, cattle, and flax, both raw and manufactured, would have been exported. A more extended commerce must consequently have existed with foreign countries. The price of food being allowed to sink to its natural level, would have placed bread and the other cereal products within the reach of a larger class of the people. The lower classes, being thrown less exclusively on the potato for support, would have consumed more oatmeal, and have learned the use of Indian corn; and for the distribution of these various articles of food, a larger number of dealers and a greater amount of internal trade would have been requisite.


Restrictions relaxed in 1846, but
their effects not
immediately removed.
The want of a previously existing import trade in corn increased the difficulties of obtaining supplies from foreign countries. The restrictions were relaxed in the summer of 1846, and ceased entirely in the early part of 1847; but the effects they had produced could not be immediately removed. They had prevented the natural growth of trade, and a fully developed commerce could not at once be brought into perfect action. As soon as the
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demand for foreign supplies became urgent, a sudden and general advance of freights took place. Vessels could not be obtained for less than double, and sometimes treble the ordinary rates. The difficulty and expense of importing food was thus
Increased cost of
importing food
caused by great
advance of freight
greatly increased. “We are unable,” wrote a valued American correspondent, in Second‐month, 1847, “to send you all the food you require, for want of vessels. It is heart‐rending to think that while our granaries are bursting with food, your poor people are starving.” Under any circumstances, it is probable that the failure of an important crop would have produced a considerable advance of freights, in the endeavour to supply the deficiency; but the advance would in all probability have been comparatively small, if a foreign trade in corn had already existed, and if the people of Ireland had been less dependant on the potato for support. After a short time, the high freights produced their natural effect of attracting large quantities of shipping to the conveyance of corn, so that freights fell even below their former rates.


Deficiency of
grinding power.
The great increase in the consumption of corn required a larger amount of grinding power than had been previously in use. This produced a difficulty in some places, although the Government mills in England, and many mills in Ireland which had not been worked for a long time before, were employed for this purpose. The want of local dealers in food was also seriously felt in many
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parts of the country; it increased the necessity of public relief, and rendered the exertions for relief less effective, than if this natural machinery for the distribution of food had already existed.


The people unacquainted with the
use of Indian
meal.
The Indian meal imported was also at first much less useful than it would have been, if the people had been previously accustomed to it, and had known how to cook it. Its excellence as food depends greatly upon the manner in which it is prepared; and the people, especially in the west districts, had little experience in the preparation of any food except the potato; and were unable to cook the Indian meal so as to render it either as wholesome or as palatable as it might have been. Hence they conceived a prejudice against it, as an inferior and unwholesome kind of food. Indian meal is used by all classes in the United States, and in this country its consumption has greatly increased already; it is therefore reasonable to suppose that the Irish would not have neglected it, if they had had opportunities, under ordinary circumstances, of becoming gradually acquainted with its value. It could not have displaced the potato in the poorer districts of the west or south, where, from the difficulty of obtaining employment, and the absence of money wages, the peasantry for the most part lived on the produce of their own potato gardens; but it would probably have been used, to some extent, at least by the poor in those parts of
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the country where the people were supported by wages paid in money.


Indian corn imported by Government in 1845.
When the first and more partial failure of the potato occurred in 1845, the Government introduced a large supply of Indian corn. This was done with as little publicity as possible, in order not to disturb the usual course of trade. The corn was distributed through the Commissariat depots in various parts of the country. Such an attempt to introduce a new and cheap substitute for the potato, was perhaps the best measure which could have been adopted in this emergency, to obviate the injurious consequences of preceding legislation. In consequence of remonstrances in parliament respecting this action of the Government, the Treasury minute of “August 31st, 1846,” was issued. By this minute, Government interference was confined to the western parts of Ireland, where very little trade in corn for local consumption had as yet existed. This proceeding did not check the operations of the existing trade in other localities, but it doubtless had some effect in retarding the growth of a new one in those very districts where it was most required. Any administrative interference with the natural course of commerce produces an apparent necessity for its continuance. The original restrictions on the importation of corn led to the interference in 1845; and the interference in 1845 rendered some repetition in 1846 almost unavoidable.
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We have thus noticed some peculiarities in the condition of Ireland before the blight fell upon the potato, and have endeavoured to show their influence in aggravating the consequent distress. A great part of the population were living in a state of extreme poverty. The laws relating to land were such as to discourage any general attempt at improvement. A large proportion of the landlords were embarrassed, and in many instances they had ceased to reside on their property. The extent of land under the management of receivers appointed by the courts had increased to an alarming degree. From the poverty of the people living on potatoes grown in their own gardens, there were in many districts no retail dealers in food. Indian meal, which would have been an excellent substitute for the potato, had been so long systematically excluded, that its use was unknown and its value disregarded. The poor‐law contained no principle of expansion capable of meeting such a difficulty. Many of those who should have administered it were far away. The extent of the unions rendered the due administration of relief impracticable; while the poor‐law taxation, by diminishing the funds applicable to the payment of labour, increased the amount of pauperism.


Some of these circumstances appear to us to have been among the most influential causes of that depressed condition of the Irish peasantry, which forced so many of them to depend on the potato
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Summary.
alone for their subsistence; and this exclusive dependance on a single article of food greatly aggravated the consequences of the fearful blight of the potato; so that, while other countries experienced the mitigated evils of a scarcity, we had to endure the intense sufferings of a famine.



1 Par. Rep. 1845, vol. xix. page 12.



2 It may be supposed that a settlement has the effect of preventing the destruction of the estate by incumbrances; but, even in this case, the incumbrances of the tenant for life frequently lead to the appointment of a receiver, with all the usual injurious consequences; and for the evils resulting from this class of receiverships, the Incumbered Estates’ Act provides no remedy. It also frequently happens that the incumbrances of the tenant for life are charged on the estate when it is again settled.



3 See Appendix IV. page 212, for some evidence as to the general non‐residence of landed proprietors.



4 Under the Act 9 & 10 Vict. chap. 107, commonly known as the “Labour Rate Act.”



5 This statement refers to the original arrangement, which has since been considerably modified. The expenditure under the act first referred to, the 9 Vict. chap. i. was £476,000. That incurred under the “Labour Rate Act,” the 9 & 10 Vict. chap. 107, amounted to £4,766,789. By the former act, repayment was required for only half the amount expended under it. The same principle was subsequently applied to the expenditure under the Labour Rate Act also; and the whole expenditure for salaries and other costs of management was defrayed by a grant from the Treasury. The amounts chargeable on the baronies under these two Acts of Parliament were thus reduced to £238,000, and £2,231,000 respectively. By the Act 13 Vict. chap. xiv. these sums, together with £953,355, being that part of the amount advanced to the Poor Law Unions for the expenditure under the Temporary Relief Act, for which repayment has been demanded; and the sum of £300,000 advanced to the Unions to enable them to clear off some debts; and a balance of £1,122,707 remaining unpaid of the loans for the erection of workhouses, were consolidated into annuities for various periods—in some cases extending to forty years; and were charged on the several unions and electoral divisions instead of the baronies.



6 The size of the unions and electoral divisions has since been considerably reduced. A commission was appointed in the year 1848, to enquire what alteration might be beneficially made in the number and boundaries of the poor‐law unions and electoral divisions in Ireland. The report of the commissioners, which was completed in Eighth‐month, 1850, recommended on increase of 51 unions and 1473 electoral divisions, viz.:—



		Former arrangement.	As recommended by
Commissioners.

		Unions.	Elect. Div.	Unions.	Elect. Div.

	Leinster	33	484	46	961

	Munster	35	554	55	1022

	Connaught	19	271	33	626

	Ulster	43	740	47	913

		130	2049	181	3522




This arrangement has not yet been fully carried into effect, but several new unions and electoral divisions have been formed in accordance with it; so that the present number of electoral divisions amounts to 3439, constituting 163 unions. Of these, there are only nine which exceed 200,000 acres. When the changes recommended by the commissioners are completed, the largest union, that of Kenmare, will be 198,145 acres; and the largest electoral division, that of Glenco, in the union of Belmullet, 27,218 acres; the average size of the unions being 114,963 acres, and of the electoral divisions 5,908 acres.










CHAPTER II.

FAILURE OF THE POTATO CROP—FORMATION AND ARRANGEMENTS OF THE RELIEF COMMITTEE.


Chapter II.
Partial failures of
the potato frequent in Ireland.
Partial failures of the potato, and severe consequent distress in particular localities, have been of frequent occurrence in Ireland. The summer months were generally a time of considerable trial and privation to the peasantry; as the old potatoes were frequently exhausted before the new crop had come in, and the demand for agricultural labour at that season was usually slack. Any partial failure of the crop increased this distress; and on account of the poverty of the consumers, and the costliness of the carriage of so bulky an article, the abundance in one part could rarely be made available to supply the deficiency in another. On three occasions prior to 1845, the distress thus caused amounted to famine.


Famine of 1739.
In the year 1739, a severe and early frost destroyed the potatoes in the ground, and very great suffering ensued. Considerable neglect of tillage appears to have taken place in the following spring, and the distress was thus prolonged for two years.
Followed by disease.
Fever and dysentery, the invariable effects of famine, succeeded, and raged with unusual violence
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in 1741. These diseases were peculiarly fatal, not only to the peasantry but also to the wealthier classes, and many persons of high social position were carried off by them. Considerable
Efforts to alleviate
the distress.
efforts were made in Ireland to alleviate the distress. A large quantity of corn was imported from America, and soup kitchens were established throughout the country. It does not appear that this famine obtained much notice in Great Britain, or in any foreign country.


Famine of 1822.
Another period of distress occurred in 1822. The preceding season had been unusually wet, and the potatoes rotted after they had been stored in the pits. The loss was, therefore, not ascertained until the season was considerably advanced. The distress was very severely felt in all the western counties of Munster and Connaught. Fever soon appeared, and aggravated the sufferings of the people. The amount of distress produced extraordinary exertions to alleviate it. A committee was formed in Dublin, and sat at the Mansion House. The Lord Lieutenant placed at their disposal a considerable sum, which under former acts of parliament had been left in his hands, and they received upwards of £31,000 in subscriptions. Central committees were formed in the principal towns, and sub‐committees in the several parishes of the distressed districts; and great exertions were made in the distribution of relief. Parliament voted £300,000 for public works and other relief purposes, and also
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appropriated £15,000 to facilitate emigration from the south of Ireland to the Cape of Good Hope. The announcement of this visitation excited much sympathy in England. A committee was formed in London, and subscriptions to the amount of £310,000 were raised. Of this sum, about £44,000 was collected in Ireland. A plentiful harvest rendered a continuance of their labours unnecessary, and it was then found that they had a balance in hands amounting to £77,074. This sum was subsequently granted to various societies, which had been established with a view to promote the permanent improvement of the people of Ireland.1


Failure of the potato in 1831.
In 1831, violent storms and heavy rains brought
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upon the west of Ireland another failure of the potato, with its usual accompaniments of famine and pestilence. The distress principally affected the coasts of Galway, Mayo, and Donegal; but it was partially felt in other districts. On this occasion
Failure of the potato in 1831.
the potato had failed while in the ground, and the pressure was felt as early as the First‐month of 1832. The English public, with ready sympathy, again came forward, and two committees were formed in London. The entire amount of subscriptions which these committees collected was £74,410. In Dublin, two committees were also organized; one at the Mansion‐house, the other in Sackville‐street. Their united collections amounted to upwards of
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£30,000. Government also advanced £40,000, part of which was expended on public works, and part in the actual distribution of food. On this occasion also a plentiful harvest followed, and the distress was immediately relieved.2


Distress on subsequent occasions.
On several other occasions, subsequently to 1831, the Government found it necessary to advance money for the relief of distress. The aggregate amount of these advances was not very great, and public attention was not in any particular way attracted to the subject.3


The first appearance of the fatal blight on the
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First appearance
of the potato
blight in 1845.
potato, which has since been so severely felt, was in the year 1845. Late in the autumn of that year, it was found that the potatoes were rotting. The early crop had been saved, but throughout the whole country a considerable portion of the late crop was lost. Much apprehension was excited, and a Government commission was appointed to investigate the nature and origin of the disease; but all their enquiries proved unsuccessful, and its causes continue to the present time to elude human research. The distress, however, was not very great. The yield had been unusually plentiful, so that the portion that remained was considerable. The grain crop had also been abundant. Strong hopes were entertained that the scarcity would be followed, as on other occasions, by a year of plenty.


In the summer of 1846, the potatoes looked remarkably well, and there appeared every prospect of an abundant harvest, when it pleased an over‐ruling
Total destruction
of the crop in 1846.
Providence that almost the whole crop should be destroyed in one week. The failure of the potato was not the only loss. The wheat was barely an average crop, and the barley and oats were deficient. The money value of the loss in potatoes and oats was computed by the Government to amount to sixteen millions sterling. The announcement of this dreadful calamity did not at first produce the alarm which might have been expected. The idea of millions being reduced to starvation was too great to be quickly realised. Many believed
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that the accounts of the failure were exaggerated, while others who knew that the crop was lost, persuaded themselves that the consequences would not be so very serious. It was not long before all such doubts and hopes were dispelled. The accounts which came in from every part of the country gave full proof of the awful calamity of impending famine. A deep sympathy was aroused, and great anxiety prevailed to do something to relieve the rapidly increasing distress.


Subscriptions in
aid of the subsequent distress.
As far back as the beginning of 1846, nearly £14,000 had been subscribed at Calcutta, when the intelligence of the partial failure of 1845 had reached India. The distribution of this sum, under
Indian Relief fund
the name of the Indian Relief Fund, commenced on the 24th of Fourth‐month, 1846, and continued during the remainder of the year. The earliest association formed in consequence of the failure
Irish Relief Association.
of 1846, was the Irish Relief Association, whose meetings were held in Upper Sackville‐street. This society, whose exertions in the famine of 1831 have been already noticed, was reorganised on the 2nd of Ninth‐month, 1846. The subscriptions received by them exceeded £42,000.
General Central
Relief Committee.
The General Central Relief Committee, over which the Marquis of Kildare presided, was formed on the 29th of Twelfth‐month. The contributions placed under their care amounted to upwards of £83,000, including a grant of £20,000 made to them by the British Relief Association. In the distressed districts
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Local subscriptions.
Government offered to double the local subscriptions; and although many of the gentry, and others who could afford to do so, had liberally subscribed in the spring of 1846 to relieve the distress which then existed, they again responded with much liberality to the appeal made in the autumn of the same year.
Individual exertions in Ireland.
It is impossible to estimate the sacrifices and even privations, to which many of every class in Ireland cheerfully submitted, in their efforts to relieve the distress which surrounded them. In England, when the extent of the calamity was ascertained, a great and general sympathy was excited.
British Relief Association.
The British Association for the relief of the extreme distress in Ireland and Scotland, was formed in First‐month, 1847. The total amount of subscriptions received by them exceeded £470,000.
Ladies’ Associations.
Ladies also formed associations in different parts of Great Britain, some for supplying clothing, and some for promoting industrial occupations amongst the
Private contributions from England.
female peasantry. Before any committee was formed, as well as for a long time after, a large amount of private contributions was poured into every part of the country, chiefly through the agency of the clergy of the Established Church. It is not our province to record the noble self‐denial shown in individual cases, or to narrate the unwearied exertions of the different associations in collecting subscriptions and distributing relief; yet we cannot avoid this passing allusion to these exertions, whilst relating our own part in the transactions of that eventful period, and
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rendering an account of the execution of the trust confided to us.


On the 13th of Eleventh‐month, 1846, a meeting of members of the Society of Friends was convened in Dublin, to consider what steps were proper for them to take, and whether it was better for them to form a separate organisation, or to unite in a general effort. They determined on the former course, and
Formation of central Relief Committee of Society
of Friends.
agreed to form a Central Relief Committee in Dublin. The objects of this Committee were to raise a fund by subscriptions, which they might distribute where relief was particularly needed: and to obtain authentic information respecting the character of the distress in the different localities, in order that the best means might be devised for its alleviation. For this purpose, twenty‐one persons were then named, with power to add to their number; to fill up vacancies from time to time, should they occur; and to seek the co‐operation of members of the Society of Friends in other parts, who should be associated as corresponding members, and should deliberate and act jointly with them as occasion might arise. In the selection of this Committee, care was taken to include some whose commercial pursuits had brought them into intercourse with distant parts of the country; for great difficulty occurred at the very outset, as to the agency by which relief could be administered in remote districts, or satisfactory information obtained.4
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Cooperation of
Friends in England.
At the first sitting of the Committee a letter from London was read, on behalf of a number of Friends in England, signifying their desire to raise a subscription for the relief of the existing distress; and wishing to know what steps we had taken. The reply informed them of the appointment of our Committee, and that a subscription had been commenced; and stated the serious difficulties which would attend the undertaking on which we were entering, and which were likely to increase in proportion to the increase of the funds which might been trusted to us. We also alluded to the gloomy prospects of the country, and the difficulty of administering relief, especially in remote districts; referred to the necessity of personal inspection into the wants of these districts, by means of some confidential travelling agency; and concluded by requesting their advice and assistance.
Formation of the
Relief Committee
of the Society of
Friends in London
The result of this correspondence was the formation of the Committee of Friends in London, by whose exertions subscriptions were raised to the amount of £42,905 12s., a large portion of which was subsequently placed in our hands, as contributions to the fund under our care.5


Publication of an
address to the Society of Friends
in Ireland.
Our first act was the issuing of an address to the members of the Society of Friends in Ireland, informing them of the formation of our Committee, and soliciting subscriptions. This address was extensively
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circulated in England also, and was subsequently reprinted in America.6


The Committee’s
principles of operation.
The principles of operation which it was agreed to adopt were simple. It was determined to exercise great caution in furnishing gratuitous supplies of food; to endeavour to call forth and assist local exertions, wherever there existed a possibility of such efforts being made; and to seek to economise the consumption of bread‐stuffs, by promoting the establishment of soup shops. For this purpose, it was agreed to supply boilers freely where they were wanted, and to make grants of money in aid. It was considered right to confine our exertions to those cases for which sufficient provision had not been made by Government, or which did not properly come under its care, and which had not been relieved by the operations of other associations. It was resolved that the strictest injunctions should be given to those entrusted with grants, that no preference should be made in the distribution of relief, on the ground of religious profession; and there is reason to believe that the cases were few in which this condition was not faithfully observed.


Formation of subcommittee for
care of soup‐kitchen and for distribution of
clothing.
To carry these principles into execution, sub‐committees were formed; one to plan and conduct a soup‐kitchen; and another to undertake the charge and distribution of the contributions of clothing which were consigned to our care. For the conducting
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And for conducting the general
business.
of the general business, a sub‐committee of seven was appointed, which was directed to sit at least three times in every week, and, if necessary, to meet daily; it was required to keep regular minutes of its proceedings; to receive all applications for assistance, and to report thereon to the general weekly meetings of the Committee. It was also directed to prepare queries, to be answered by persons applying for assistance; and it was empowered to summon special meetings of the general Committee, whenever it appeared requisite to do so.


Appointment of
corresponding
members of Central Committee.
The Central Committee, at its appointment, been recommended to seek the assistance of corresponding members in other parts of the country. Application was accordingly made to several persons in Ulster, Leinster, and Munster, and replies were received stating their general and cordial concurrence.


And of four auxiliary committees
in the province of
Munster.
The difficulty of forming a satisfactory judgment respecting the applications for aid from many of the more remote districts, was felt from the commencement. This difficulty arose from our insufficient acquaintance with the peculiar circumstances of each locality, and also from the want of means to obtain information respecting the applicants themselves. These considerations induced us, at the suggestion of the corresponding members resident in Cork, to seek the assistance of an auxiliary committee in that city. Similar committees were appointed in the course of a few days, in the towns
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of Waterford, Limerick, and Clonmel. These committees were distinct from the associations which in all these towns were engaged in measures of local relief. Their business was to investigate and decide on all applications for assistance within certain prescribed districts. This arrangement was found to work well.


Although the appointment of auxiliary committees in a great measure relieved the Central Committee of the charge of an entire province, and that not the least in point of destitution, the business which came before us increased very soon to such a degree, as to render some additional arrangements imperative.
Appointment of
three sub‐committees to attend to
applications from
the other three
provinces.
A sub‐committee of twelve was therefore appointed, four of whom were specially nominated for each of the three remaining provinces, although each member was qualified to act on all sub‐committees he might attend. One member of each committee was appointed as its secretary, and was expected, along with two other members, to attend regularly at its meetings. The fourth member was named to supply the temporary absence of any of the other three. The numerous letters which daily arrived were opened and arranged by a member of the Committee, who kindly volunteered his services for this important duty, and whose whole time was devoted to this and other office arrangements. He was assisted by a paid secretary and the necessary staff of clerks.



1 We have been favoured by Sir C. E. Trevelyan with the following statement
Statement of the
distribution of the
funds raised for
the relief of distress in 1822.
respecting the distribution of this fund:—


A Committee was formed in London, and subscriptions to the amount of £311,081 5s. 7d. were obtained by it.


This sum was raised by—



	Contributions received in Great Britain	£228,617	1	7

	Received from India and the Colonies	36,581	18	6

	Received from Ireland	44,177	9	0

	Received from clothing and other funds	642	3	2

	Interest on the investment of subscriptions	1,062	13	4

		£311,081	5	7




£41,177 5s. 6d. of the sum received from Ireland was subscribed by persons resident in the distressed Provinces of Munster and Connaught, and £3,000 3s. 6d. only from the more wealthy, and then not afflicted, provinces of Ulster and Leinster.


The total sum collected was applied thus—



	To temporary relief	£208,306	16	9

	To the aid of Societies established for the permanent improvement of the Irish people	102,774	8	10

		£311,081	5	7

	This latter sum was composed of the unallocated balance remaining in London, namely	£61,967	8	10

	Also of the unexpended remittances remaining in the hands of Central Relief Committees, &c., in Ireland, amounting to a further sum of	15,107	0	0

	And of grants by the London Committee during the Relief operations, amounting to	25,700	0	0

		£102,774	8	10




It was distributed as follows, viz.:



	Society for the Employment and Improvement of the Irish Peasantry	£14,267	8	10

	British and Irish Ladies’ Society for improving the condition and promoting the industry of the female peasantry	11,300	0	0

	For construction of piers for fishermen	7,000	0	0

	For the encouragement of the straw plait manufacture	2,000	0	0

	For aiding the sale of Irish manufactures	100	0	0

	For improving the culture of flax	1,000	0	0

	For the establishment of two agricultural schools	6,000	0	0

	To trustees for the formation of reproductive loan funds	61,107	0	0

		£102,774	8	10






2 Distribution of
funds raised for
relief of distress
in 1831.
By a memorandum inserted by F. R. Bartolacci in the Morning Chronicle, under date “Thursday, November 25, 1847,” we find the following particulars of the subscriptions raised at this period, viz:



	Mansion‐house Committee	£50,939	19	1

	West‐End Committee	23,470	13	10

		£74,410	12	11




Which was dispensed as follows:



	Value of provisions shipped to Ireland	£19,104	10	4

	Cash remittances for purchase of provisions in Ireland, and sundry purposes	41,848	0	9

	Expenses of management	2,732	8	0




Balance remaining unexpended, viz.:




		Mansion‐house Committee
		£3,720
		6
		1
		



		West‐End Committee
		7,005
		7
		9
		



		
		£10,725
		13
		10



		
		£74,410
		12
		11





The Balance of £3,720 6s. 1d. remaining in the hands of the Mansion‐house Committee is stated to have been distributed for the relief of a subsequent distress which occurred in 1835.


The statement in the Morning Chronicle does not give the account of the distribution of the balance in the hands of the West‐End Committee.



3 For further particulars respecting former famines in Ireland, see the “Irish Crisis” by Sir C. E. Trevelyan, pages 7, 8, and 9.



4 See Appendix I. page 129, for names of members of Committees.



5 See Appendix II. page135, for further particulars respecting London Committee.



6 See Appendix I. page 131, for this Address.










CHAPTER III.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION.


Chapter III.
Difficulty of obtaining trust‐worthy information as
to the real state
of remote districts.
It has been already observed that some of the earliest and most perplexing questions that presented themselves, were how to obtain trustworthy information as to the real state of the more remote districts, and through what agency to open suitable channels for relief. From this difficulty we were
Visit of William
Forster of Norwich to the distressed districts of
Ireland.
in part relieved, by finding that William Forster of Norwich intended to come to this country, believing it to be his duty to undertake a journey through the most distressed districts, with the view of obtaining accurate information respecting the nature and amount of destitution, and of devising the best means of affording relief. The distressed condition of Ireland had attracted William Forster’s attention before he heard of the formation of our Committee, and he had conferred with his friends in London on the subject, who fully united in his views, and encouraged him to prosecute the proposed journey. He set
Commenced 30th
of eleventh‐month
1846.
out on the 30th of Eleventh‐month, 1846, and was accompanied in different parts of his route by
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some friends from England and of this country, with whom he visited the counties of Roscommon, Leitrim, Fermanagh, Donegal, Sligo, Mayo, Galway, Longford, and Cavan. Most of these counties were closely inspected, and especial attention was paid to the wild and desolate parts of each. It was not
Completed 14th of
Fourth‐month,
1847.
until the 14th of Fourth‐month, 1847, that he completed this engagement; which had been prolonged greatly beyond the expectations at first entertained by himself and his friends; and which he prosecuted in the depth of a very inclement winter, deprived of many of the comforts to which he was accustomed, and his feelings often painfully excited by witnessing so much misery beyond his power to relieve.


Important results
of his investigations.
His examination disclosed a state of destitution and suffering far exceeding that which had been at first supposed. The Committee believe that his visit was very useful in many respects. He stimulated the upper classes in the endeavour to relieve the distress around them. He encouraged those with whom he had intercourse, by the information he was able to give respecting the exertions made in other parts of the country, and by shewing them that he himself sympathized with the difficulties of their position and with the sufferings of the poor. He also afforded most important help to our Committee, by opening a correspondence with individuals and local bodies in those remote districts; and thus furnished us with many efficient and
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trustworthy agents for the distribution of the funds confided to us, in places far removed from the residence of any member of our own religious profession.1


Previously to his leaving Dublin, William Forster had been requested to undertake the immediate distribution of relief, by advances of money in all cases in the course of his journey, in which there appeared to him a propriety in doing so. This discretion he from time to time exercised.


Visit of William
Bennett of London for the distribution of green‐crop seeds.
In Third‐month, 1847, William Bennett of London announced to us his intention to distribute seeds for green crops, (purchased by his own and some private contributions,) among the small farmers in the more remote parts of Ireland. This proceeding appeared to us to be of questionable advantage at that particular time. An opinion was then widely prevalent that the Government intended giving seed‐corn; and it was feared that the appearance of an Englishman engaged in the distribution of seeds would go far to confirm this expectation, and thus check the tenants in any attempts to procure seed by their own exertions, and render the landlords less inclined to assist them in procuring it. William Bennett’s exertions were marked with caution and prudence, and there is good reason to believe that his labours were beneficial. It will be seen that the Committee adopted
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the same mode of relief at a later period of the season. He has published an account of his journey under the title of “Six Weeks in Ireland.”2


Visit of Edmund
Richards of Gloucester, and George
Hancock of Liverpool, to superintend the delivery
of provisions shipped to the West
of Ireland.
In Second‐month, 1847, Edmund Richards of Gloucester, and George Hancock, of Liverpool, volunteered their services to superintend the delivery of provisions shipped at Liverpool, in the steamers “Albert” and “Scourge” for various ports of the west of Ireland, and they sailed in these vessels in the capacity of super‐cargo. Edmund Richards afterwards proceeded on a tour of inspection, into some districts which had partaken less than many others of the immediate attention of our Committee. He was accompanied by a member of the Limerick auxiliary committee, and visited several parts of Clare, Limerick, Kerry, and Cork.3


Two visits to Connaught by James
H. Tuke of York.
In the autumn of the same year, James H. Tuke of York, who had during the previous winter been one of the companions of William Forster, undertook another journey through Connaught. The results of his observations, together with an account of a second visit paid to Erris in the beginning of 1848, were communicated to this Committee, and have been since published under the title of “A Visit to Connaught in 1847.”4


Additional information was also obtained by the
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Tours of inspection by deputations from the
central committee
and auxiliary
committees.
personal enquiries of members of the central, and of the auxiliary committees. In addition to the companions who travelled with William Forster, two members of the central committee, accompanied by a friend from England, made a tour of inspection in Third‐month, 1847, through a large part of Galway and Mayo. Another friend deputed by our Committee visited a great portion of the afflicted district of Erris in the Fifth‐month of the same year, for the purpose of making enquiries respecting certain alleged mis‐appropriations of our grants, and also to distribute a quantity of provisions belonging to the Committee, which were stored at Belmullet. This visit was extended to the island of Achill and the western coast as far south as Clifden. The same person again visited Erris in the spring of the following year. Besides these, the auxiliary committees appointed several deputations, for the purpose of personally inspecting the districts of the south and south‐west committed to their care.5


The central committee thus
brought into
communication
with all classes
throughout the
country.
For the various objects of our association, we obtained the co‐operation of benevolent persons in all parts of the country, and were thus brought into communication with men of all ranks and all classes, whether soliciting assistance on behalf of the poor around them, or engaged in similar endeavours
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to alleviate the prevalent distress. In carrying out the various measures of relief, it was necessary to keep up a very extensive correspondence. We do not pretend to have attained perfect accuracy of information, yet we believe that the measures adopted for this purpose have not been unsuccessful; and that few private individuals have possessed more authentic and varied means for arriving at a correct opinion of the general condition of the country.



1 See Appendix III. page 145, for extracts from the reports of some of those who accompanied William Forster.



2 See Appendix III. page 160, for some extracts from this work.



3 See Appendix III. page169, for some extracts from their letters.



4 See Appendix III. page 204, for some extracts from this work.



5 See Appendix III. pages 173, 194, and 208, for extracts from the letters and reports of these persons.










CHAPTER IV.

SOURCES OF FUNDS FOR RELIEF.


Chapter IV.
General rnanifestation of sympathy
with the sufferers
from the potato
failure.
When the real extent of the failure of the potato crop became known, there arose a deep feeling of sympathy, not only in Great Britain, but throughout a great part of the civilized world. The people of the most distant countries appeared anxious to prove the sincerity of their commiseration by the extent of their liberality. The differences of country, race, religion, and language seemed to be forgotten in the desire to relieve suffering humanity.


At home, the exertions both public and private to alleviate the distress were on a gigantic scale.
Ten millions sterling advanced by
parliament for relief of the distress
Advances amounting to nearly ten millions were made by parliament.1 Local and Central Relief Associations distributed sums which could not have
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Extensive contributions from private sources.
fallen far short of a million and a half.2 Contributions were sent in small sums from all parts to various persons, of which no returns can be made; neither is it possible to estimate the value of the exertions of many Irish families of every class, who stretched to the utmost their means, and denied themselves their usual comforts, that they might be able to relieve some of their destitute neighbours. There were also the savings sent home by the Irish emigrants in America, to assist other
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Remittances by
Irish emigrants in
the United States.
members of their families, or to enable them to emigrate. These sums were estimated by the late Jacob Harvey, from inquiries made by him in New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, to amount in
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Estimate of remittances from
Irish emigrants.
1847 to £200,000. They have since been steadily increasing from year to year, until during the year 1851 they probably exceeded £1,000,000. These remarkable remittances, from those who depend on their daily labour for their daily food, satisfactorily show that, under favourable circumstances, the Irish peasantry are influenced by the same motives to economy and foresight which influence the rest of mankind.3


Contributions
from Great Britain
and Ireland distributed by the
central committee
of friends in
Dublin.
Of the general contributions raised for the relief of distress, the share which it became our duty to distribute was indeed large. The means placed at our disposal, including both money and food, amounted to nearly £200,000. Of this sum, £4,826 16s. 6d. was received from members of the Society of Friends in Ireland, independently of their local contributions; and £37,398 5s. 11d. from the Committee of Friends in London. Other donors in England and Ireland, not members of the Society of Friends, entrusted their bounty to us to the amount of £4,065 6s. 8d4.


Supplies sent
from the United
States of
America.
But the chief source whence the means at our disposal were derived, was the munificent bounty of the citizens of the United States. The supplies sent from America to Ireland were on a scale unparalleled
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Munificent bounty of the citizens
of the United
States.
in history. It is our earnest trust that the effects of such generosity may not terminate with the relief which it afforded to tens of thousands; but that the promptitude with which that aid, almost unasked, was given, the unwearied zeal with which the subscriptions were collected and forwarded, and the warm sympathy which accompanied these generous deeds, will be held in grateful remembrance, and form a lasting bond of friendship and esteem between the United Kingdom and the great Republic of the West. On the 3rd of Twelfth‐month, 1846, a few copies of the address of this Committee to the Society of Friends in Ireland, announcing its formation and object, were forwarded with some private letters to the late Jacob Harvey of New York. Without further solicitation, a letter, dated 31st of the same month, brought the cheering tidings that a subscription had been commenced among the members of our religious body in Philadelphia, and it enclosed £500 as their first donation. Although the members of our religious Society in America, having received the earliest authentic intelligence of the distressed condition of Ireland, were the first to forward contributions for its relief, yet a general feeling of sympathy was almost immediately excited throughout the Union.
Public meeting of
citizens of Philadelphia.
A meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia, over which the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court presided, was held on the 28th of First‐month, 1847, to devise
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Great public
meeting at
Washington.
means for the collection of funds to relieve Irish distress. A great public meeting, over which the Vice‐President of the United States presided, was held on the 9th of Second‐month at Washington. A considerable sum was subscribed, and it was recommended that meetings should be held in every city, town, and village throughout the Union, so that a large national subscription might be raised.
Similar meetings
throughout the
United States,
Similar meetings in all parts of the country followed in quick succession.5 All through the States an intense interest and a noble generosity were shewn. The railroads carried, free of charge, all packages marked “Ireland.” Public carriers undertook the
and general manifestation of sympathy in many
other ways.
gratuitous delivery of any package intended for the relief of the destitute Irish. Storage to any extent was offered on the same terms. Ships of war approached our shores, eagerly seeking not to destroy life but to preserve it; their guns being taken out in order to afford more room for stowage. Subscriptions to a large amount were speedily collected, of which the sum of £15,976 18s. 2d. was entrusted to us, and cargo after cargo of provisions followed in rapid succession, until nearly one hundred separate shipments had arrived.6 The committee at New York made the most kind and considerate arrangements respecting the payment
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of freight. Their thoughtfulness was, however, rendered unnecessary by the ready consent of our Government to pay the freight of all donations of food forwarded from America.


Total amount of
American donations in food and
money consigned
to the Central Reief Committee of
Friends.
The total amount of the American donations of food consigned to us was 9,911 tons, the value of which was about £133,847. 7s. 7d., including £33,017 5s. 7d.7 for freight paid by the British Government. Very considerable donations of ready‐made clothes came also from the same generous hands, but we do not possess the means of accurately determining the value of these consignments.


Energetic co‐operation of correspondents throughout Ireland.
While thus enumerating the sources whence the funds were supplied to us, for carrying on measures of relief, we must not omit to notice the services of our various correspondents. The self‐denial and exertions of many of the resident gentry, and of the clergy of the Established Church, although they were themselves sorely pressed by the diminution of their incomes, were of great value; and they were seconded in their labours by the devoted zeal of their wives and daughters. Many of the Roman Catholic clergy also were very active in the discharge of their great and perilous duties; and some religious bodies of that persuasion, where the means of co‐operation existed, were among our most efficient agents. These
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efforts, made to relieve the distress arising from this dreadful visitation, show how much benevolence exists when urgent need calls it forth; and we may be permitted to express the hope that the impression made by these good deeds will not pass away.



1 We have been favored by Sir C. E. Trevelyan with the following account of monies advanced from the Treasury for various purposes connected with the relief of distress in Ireland:—


Summary of parliamentary advances in aid of the distress in Ireland

		Amount advanced from the
treasury.	Amount finally charged
under the Consolidated
Annuities Act.

	Under 9 Vict. cap. 1	£476,000	0	0	£238,000	0	0

	Under 9 & 10 Vict. cap.107, “Labour Rate Act”	4,766,789	0	0	2,231,000	0	0

	Under 10 Vict. cap. 7, “Temporary Relief Act”	1,724,631	0	0	953,355	0	0

	Loans for building work‐houses	1,420,780	0	0	1,122,707	0	0

	Loans to pay debts of distressed unions	300,000	0	0	300,000	0	0

	Grants by Parliament at various times, 1845, 1846, 1847, 1848 & 1849	844,521	0	0	

	Totals,	£9,532,721	0	0	£4,845,062	0	0




The loans for building work‐houses were principally made before the year 1845; but as only a small portion of them had been repaid, the balance remaining was consolidated with other advances under the act 13 Vict. cap. 14.


To the advances mentioned above, there should be added the sums expended under the Board of Works for arterial drainage and land improvement in the years 1846, 1847 & 1848, viz:



	For arterial drainage	£470,617	10	3

	Works under “Labouchere’s letter”	199,870	9	2

	For land improvement	520,700	0	0

		£1,191,187	19	5






2 The subscriptions placed in the hands of the Central and Local Associations for distribution during the years 1846, 1847, and 1848, as far as can be ascertained,

Summary of contributions to the
funds of relief
associations.
were as given below; but there was unquestionably a very large amount of contributions which did not come under public notice:—



	Local contributions officially reported in 1846	£104,689	18	1

	Do.            do.               do.                  in 1847	199,569	4	5

	British Relief Association, total received £470,041 1s. 2d., say five‐sixths for Ireland	391,700	17	8

	General Central Relief Committee, College‐green	83,934	17	11			

	Less received from British Relief Association	20,190	0	0			

		63,744	17	11

	Irish Relief Association, Sackville‐street	42,446	5	0

	Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, London	42,905	12	0

	Central Relief Committee of do. Dublin	198,313	15	3			

	Less received from Committee of Friends in London, and interest	39,249	19	11			

		159,063	15	4

	Indian Relief Fund	13,919	14	2

	National Club, London	19,928	12	2

	Wesleyan Methodist Relief Fund, London	20,056	14	4

	Irish Evangelical Society, London	9,264	9	9

	Baptists’ Relief Fund, London	6,141	11	2

	Ladies’ Irish Clothing Society, London	9,533	4	0			

	Less received from British Association, &c.	5,324	12	11			

		4,208	11	1

	Ladies’ Relief Association for Ireland	19,584	0	9			

	Less received from Irish Relief Association and for sales of manufactures	7,659	6	7			

		11,924	14	2

	Ladies’ Industrial Society for encouragement of labour among the peasantry	1,968	12	8			

	Less received from Irish Relief Association	1,500	0	0			

		468	18	2

	Belfast Ladies’ Association for the relief of Irish distress	2,617	1	6

	Belfast Ladies’ Industrial Association for Connaught	4,615	16	1

	There were also two collections in Belfast for general purposes, the amount of which exceeded	10,000	0	0






3 The amount of these remittances is estimated in the return presented to Parliament, at £990,811 for the year 1851, but it seems probable that it exceeded that sum, as many of the more private means of sending money would be likely to escape the government investigation.—See Appendix IX. page 356, for further particulars respecting Emigration and Remittances made by emigrants.



4 See Appendix XXIX. page 474, for list of contributions.



5 See Appendix V. page 216, for correspondence illustrative of American sympathy.



6 See Appendix VII. page 333, for schedule of shipments from America.



7 See Appendix VIII. page 347, for statement of freight paid by Government.










CHAPTER V.

MODE OF DISTRIBUTION.


Progress of suffering and destitution.
The effect of the destruction of the potato crop was first felt by the lowest class of the peasantry, who had depended on the conacre system for subsistence, and whose only means of support was gone when their crop failed. The next to feel the calamity were the poorer class of the tenantry who tilled small portions of ground. These men had, for the most part, small stocks of grain, and in some districts cattle, which in ordinary years enabled them to obtain some few comforts. The loss of the potato forced them to consume their corn, and their scanty supplies were soon exhausted. The suffering in a short time extended beyond those who were directly supported by the potato. The wages given on the public works were barely sufficient to support life. Prices were so high, that those who were still able to maintain themselves and their families, could not afford to spend
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Progress of suffering and destitution.
any money except on food. The small shopkeepers consequently lost their trade. The business of the wholesale dealer and merchant was diminished. The various branches of manufactures felt the want of demand; many of the work‐people were discharged. Few houses were repaired or built, and masons, carpenters, and other tradesmen connected with building were left unemployed. The demand for clothes, notwithstanding the great want of them which was everywhere felt, decreased. Tailors, shoemakers, and other tradesmen of this class, accordingly suffered. The gentry, whose rents were not paid, and who had poor‐rates added to their other incumbrances, reduced their expenses, and employed fewer servants and fewer labourers. Farm servants were among the first to suffer, and many of them endured extreme privation. All these classes did not suffer immediately, but became gradually affected, during the course of the year, as the destitution advanced. The country had sustained a great loss of property, and the shock was felt throughout all ranks, from the lowest to the highest.


Establishment of
a model soup‐shop in Dublin.
The first step adopted by us, to alleviate this widely‐spreading destitution, was the establishment of a soup‐shop in Dublin, both as a means of directly relieving the poor of this city, and as a model for similar establishments elsewhere. Premises were taken for the purpose in Charles‐street, Upper Ormond‐quay, and the institution
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Mode of managenient at soup‐shop
in Dublin.
was opened under the care of a sub‐committee, on the 23rd of First‐month, 1847. Several of the Committee attended in rotation, twice every week‐day, to superintend the distribution. The soup was sold at one penny per quart; or, with a piece of bread, at three half‐pence. Tickets were also sold at the same price to those who wished to distribute them gratuitously. In consequence of the prevalence of bowel‐diseases, occasioned in a great degree by the use of unwholesome food, the sub‐committee, in Third‐month, introduced the use of cooked rice. Their report expresses their belief that considerable benefit was derived from its use. The quantity of soup sold averaged about 1,000 quarts per day. After the Temporary Relief Act came into operation, the demand gradually decreased, so that on the 22nd of Seventh‐month, 1847, the sub‐committee recommended that the establishment should be closed. This soup‐shop appears to have accomplished, to a great degree, both the objects which were contemplated at its formation; for it not only afforded considerable relief to a large number of the poor of Dublin, but it was visited by many persons who were connected with similar establishments throughout the country. The total amount expended on this establishment was £327 17s. 8d, of which £35 6s. was provided by a separate local subscription.1
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Arrangements for
obtaining the cooperation of suitable local agents in
rural districts.
The distribution of relief throughout the rural districts was a far more difficult undertaking. The first object was to obtain the co‐operation of suitable local agents. For this purpose a set of queries was prepared, to which answers were required from all persons who applied for grants, to enable them to relieve the destitute in their respective localities.2 When the character of these applicants was not previously known to the Committee, enquiries were made before any grant was entrusted to them. If the information obtained proved satisfactory, we made, in the commencement of our proceedings, grants of small sums of money, averaging from ten to twenty pounds. In some cases grants were made absolutely to relieve urgent want; but, in the generality of instances, they were conditional upon local exertions. At the same time, assurances of future assistance were given, provided the measures pursued were such as to obtain
our concurrence.
The system of
small and frequent grants
adopted.
This system of small and frequent grants was adopted, although it involved a considerable amount of additional labour, because it appeared to hold out the fewest inducements to imposition, and because it afforded means of testing the efficiency and trustworthiness of the grantees. Wherever it appeared practicable, we tried to procure the establishment of soup‐shops, and for this purpose made several grants of boilers, and of sums
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of money for their outfit. At first we were anxious to engage, as far as possible, the assistance of local committees; but the residents in the most distressed districts were so few and so scattered, that it soon appeared necessary, in the great majority of cases, to trust to individual correspondents. Many of these exerted themselves assiduously and zealously, for the distribution of relief to their distressed neighbours; and their proceedings were in general as satisfactory as those of committees, and often more so. A very large proportion of grants was made to ladies, who were found to be our most efficient almoners.


Alarming increase
of dysentery, in
Second‐month,
1847.
In Second‐month, 1847, our attention was called by William Forster to the alarming increase of dysentery, and his information was confirmed by similar accounts from other quarters. It was accordingly determined to make grants of rice, and its distribution in a cooked state was strictly enjoined. This rule not only guarded against the rice being converted to improper uses, but prevented the injurious effect likely to arise from the consumption of raw or insufficiently dressed food. Printed directions for the cooking of rice were also widely circulated, and there is reason to believe that these arrangements were of use.


Further increase
of distress, and
measures adopted
for relieving it.
Still the destitution continued to increase. As the nature and extent of the calamity became better known, the sympathy for the sufferers and the anxiety to relieve them grew more intense. Early
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Proposal to ship
food to some of
the western ports
considered.
in Second‐month, 1847, the London Friends’ Committee urged upon us the necessity of a more liberal distribution than we had previously ventured to
adopt, and announced their intention of shipping food to the distressed districts of the north‐west and west. Almost immediately on the formation of our Committee, the subject of forwarding meal, or other articles of food, to some of the western ports, had been brought under consideration. After considerable discussion, it was decided that it was not desirable to make shipments of any of those articles in which merchants there usually dealt. We felt the propriety of leaving the supply of the market to private traders. But there were several articles of food, which, as their use was but little known in the remote districts of the west, could not be purchased on the spot, and which we were
anxious to introduce.
Resolution to ship
rice and some
other articles of
food not heretofore used in West
of Ireland.
Rice was considered peculiarly important, because it was found to be an excellent corrective of the diseases which an unwholesome vegetable diet had produced. There were, however, considerable difficulties in effecting the shipment proposed by our English friends. There was no regular communication by sailing vessels, to many parts of the western coast where it was desirable to establish depots. The navigation was uncertain, and the necessity for an immediate supply imperative. These difficulties could be surmounted only by the use of steamers. On the representation of these circumstances by the
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The use of two
steamers, the
“Albert” and
“Scourge,”
granted by Government.
London Committee, the Government kindly granted the use of two steamers, one of which was chartered for this particular purpose. Considerable quantities of food, consisting principally of peas, rice, Indian meal, biscuit, and American beef, were purchased, free of all commission, by our friends in Liverpool, and shipped in these vessels. Several boilers were also sent. The requisite funds, which amounted in all to upwards of £10,000, were supplied partly by subscriptions collected in Liverpool, and partly by remittances from the London Committee. These vessels sailed from Liverpool in Second‐month, 1847, under the care of George Hancock as super‐cargo in the “Albert,” and Edmund Richards in the “Scourge,” and delivered their cargoes at Dunfanaghy, Belmullet, Westport, Clifden, and other ports on the west coast of Ireland.
These shipments
appeared necessary at the time.
These shipments appeared necessary, as many of the articles sent could not be procured at any price in the remote districts in which they were required; and could not have been sent by land without great expense, and considerable danger of pillage. Yet much loss and waste were incurred from want of proper stores and suitable agents. A few of the boilers fell into improper hands; and some of the food, through the inefficiency of those in whose care it had been placed, remained for a considerable time undistributed.3
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Rapid progress of
the effects of the
famine.
Most afflicting accounts of suffering among artisans and others of that position in society now reached us: and besides the natural progress of the calamity, other circumstances occurred which greatly increased our labours. In Third‐month, 1847, the numbers employed on the public works had reached the vast amount of 734,000; representing, on a moderate estimate, about three millions of persons. The evils of this system had become so apparent, that its cessation was imperative.
Temporary Relief
Act passed, 10
Vic. chap. 7.
Accordingly, early in the session of 1847, the Temporary Relief Act (10 Vict. chap. 7) was passed. By this act, which
Its object.
ceased on the 30th of Ninth‐month of the same year, all the destitute, of whatever class, were to receive daily rations, without any labour being required in return.
Arrangements for
its working.
The machinery which it employed consisted of a relief committee for each electoral division; a finance committee, and a Government inspecting officer for each union; and a Board of Commissioners in Dublin. The relief committees included the local magistrates, the poor law guardians, the three highest rate‐payers, and one clergyman of each persuasion. The finance committees were composed of from two to four gentlemen, carefully selected for their character, intelligence, and knowledge of business; and were intended to control the expenditure in each union. The funds were supplied from the Treasury, by loans advanced on the security of rates, and by grants in aid of rates, and of local subscriptions.
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The relief committees were to prepare lists of the destitute in each electoral division: these lists, when approved by the finance committee, were to be transmitted to the Commissioners in Dublin; the inspecting officer was to certify that the board of guardians had passed a resolution to make the rate upon which it was proposed to secure the loan; and that they were, to the best of his belief, proceeding with all possible despatch to make and levy such rate. The money was then to be advanced by the Treasury to the finance committee, by whom it was to be distributed to the several electoral divisions of the union. In order to bring this measure into operation, it became necessary
Discontinuance
of the Public
Works.
gradually to discontinue the public works. The Government therefore announced that, on the 20th of Third‐month, 1847, a reduction of twenty per cent, of the people employed on these works would be made; and that this reduction would be gradually continued, until the new system of relief could be carried fully into effect.4


Increased number
of applications for
relief.
The influence of these reductions immediately appeared in the greatly increased number of applications for relief which poured in from all sides, and which called for a larger number of grants, and a more liberal distribution of the funds under our care than at any other period.


The prospect of a starving host of able‐bodied
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Influence of the
discontinuance of
the Public works
on the proceedings of the Committee.
men being thrown upon the country without legal means of relief, and the strong probability that some time must elapse before the new measure could be brought into operation, excited general alarm, and filled us with deep anxiety. A prompt and comprehensive system of relief appeared to be required during this period of transition. In the hope of mitigating the evils which we feared would arise, circulars were addressed to the Government inspecting officers of the most distressed unions, asking for a statement of the population in each electoral division, with an estimate of the numbers requiring relief, and of the probable cost at which such relief could be supplied for a fortnight. The Relief Commissioners, with their uniform kindness, directed their secretary to address a letter to each inspecting officer, calling attention to our inquiries, and requesting that the desired information might
Proposition to afford assistance to
the electoral division relief committees in the
western counties
be supplied with as little delay as possible. At the same time, we stated to the Commissioners our willingness to expend a considerable sum in aid of local measures of relief, suggesting that Government should make advances for the same object to at least an equal amount. The Commissioners, however, did not feel themselves at liberty to adopt our suggestion; and the returns which we obtained from the inspecting officers exhibited such an amount of destitution, that it was hopeless, with the means at our disposal, to attempt any general system of relief. A second circular to the inspecting
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Proposed plan relinquished.
officers was accordingly issued, informing them that we felt ourselves obliged, though reluctantly, to relinquish our original design.5 The difficulty
Deputations from
London Committee, and from
Auxiliary Committees.
and importance of the crisis induced the Relief Committee of Friends in London to depute some of their number to join in our deliberations, and several of our country members also attended the meetings of our Committee.
Energetic measures to meet the
crisis recommended by these deputations.
These Friends fully concurred in our opinion, that the period of transition was likely to be one of extreme severity; and strongly recommended the adoption, as far as lay in our power, of prompt, energetic, and liberal measures of relief. We were pleased to find that the views of our friends coincided with our own, as we had already in the previous month addressed a circular to our grantees, urging them to increased exertion, and promising to assist them by renewed grants.6


Great increase of
grants by the
Committee.
Grants in aid of the exertions of our correspondents were made at this period, to an amount considerably exceeding any former distribution. For several weeks they averaged more than two hundred and fifty in number, and upwards of £4000 in value per week. Such a distribution would soon have exhausted the means at our disposal, were it not for the opportune arrival of the American contributions.
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Opportune arrival
of American contributions of food
and clothing.
On the 10th of Fourth‐month, 1847, the “Victor” arrived at Cork from New York, with a cargo consisting chiefly of Indian meal. Other vessels speedily followed, and by the beginning of Fifth‐month it was estimated that shipments of provisions, in about twenty vessels, and in aggregate quantity equal to about 30,000 barrels of corn meal, had arrived, or were on their way. Many other articles of food, together with several packages of clothing, were also included in these shipments. These munificent donations were indeed most timely. The entire amount of contributions which we had received from the commencement of our operations to the 1st of Fifth‐month, was about £65,000.7
Rapid expenditure of our funds.
Of this sum, about £40,000 had been expended, and the balance, at the rate of distribution which it became necessary to adopt, would not have lasted beyond the following two months. Our means would thus have failed in the months immediately preceding the harvest, a period of the year which has always been peculiarly trying to the Irish labourer.8


Important assistance rendered to
us by Government
It has been already stated that the Government paid the expenses of freight of all these supplies. With regard to storage and transmission, they acted with equal liberality. The supplies,
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Arrangement
with Commissariat.
on their arrival, were transferred to the Commissariat, and placed in their depots, and we were credited with the value of the food, at the current market‐price of the port where the transfer took place. The Commissariat were then bound to honor our drafts on any of their stores, to the aggregate amount for which we were credited. The Government also offered to establish new depots, in any localities where we might desire them. This arrangement not only saved considerable expense in the carriage of the provisions, but enabled us to distribute them with much greater facility and quickness than could otherwise have been attained. A great temptation to violence was also removed, which would have existed, if it had been necessary to send provisions to distant places, through the midst of a starving population.9


Temporary Relief
Act brought into
effective operation.
During Fourth and Fifth‐months, the pressure continued with scarcely any abatement. The delays and difficulties which we had foreseen, in many cases impeded the exertions of the Relief Commissioners. Their judicious arrangements and steady determination, however, prevailed, and by the beginning of Sixth‐month, 1847, the Temporary Relief Act was brought into effective operation, in almost all the districts in which it was required. As the Commissioners extended their operations,
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we gradually reduced our issues. At length, in Seventh‐month this system of relief reached its height.
3,020,712 persons
receiving daily
rations.
In that month, 3,020,712 persons received daily rations. Even under this gigantic system of relief, we found that our distribution could not be discontinued. There were several classes of persons whose claims we were bound to recognize, and in these cases relief was still afforded, though on a reduced scale, and with considerable caution.10


Prevalence of fever and dysentery
At an early period of the distress, fever and dysentery, the usual attendants of famine, had appeared, and continued very prevalent throughout the year. The fever was peculiarly fatal among the upper classes. Those who had exerted themselves in the relief of suffering were most exposed to contagion, and thus the best and most tried were lost at the time when their services appeared to be increasingly required. Others sank beneath their own unceasing though fruitless efforts to relieve the suffering which they daily witnessed. This mortality greatly increased the difficulty of procuring suitable administrators of
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relief and we had to deplore the loss of many of our most valued correspondents.


The operations of the Relief Commissioners were limited by law to the end of Ninth‐month, 1847, and for some time previously, preparations were made to bring that mode of relief to as gradual a close as was possible. The abundant harvest with which the country was blessed greatly facilitated these proceedings, by affording additional employment, and by reducing the price of food.
Termination of
operations under
the Temporary
Relief Act.
On the 15th of Eighth‐month, relief was discontinued in fifty‐five unions, and ceased altogether on the 12th of the following month.


Closing of the
commissariat depots.
Most of the Commissariat depots being closed about this period, some change in our arrangements respecting the various bread stuffs which still continued to arrive from America, was rendered necessary. During the closing period of their services, the Commissariat could only deliver meal and flour, while our grants consisted chiefly of rice. The arrangement with them thus ceased to answer our purposes, and we could not without great expense and delay transmit the food, which was arriving from America, to the various localities in Ireland where it was wanted.
Sale of corn received from America after the depots were closed.
We therefore thought it advisable, to make arrangements for the sale of such of the American supplies as had not already been transferred to the Commissariat; and a short time afterwards, that department, on closing their depots in Ireland, paid us for the balance of food then
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remaining in their hands. The sum realized from these sales amounted to £37,544 19s. 6d.


The Temporary Relief Act was succeeded by the amended Poor Law.
Temporary Relief
Act followed by
the Amended
Poor Law.
The most important provisions of this measure were those which empowered the guardians to grant out‐door relief to the sick and infirm, and the Commissioners to issue special orders for affording similar relief to the able‐bodied. This poor‐law was sufficiently comprehensive to meet the emergency, but there seemed at the time little probability of its being soon brought into effective operation. In this, as well as in the first application of the Temporary Relief Act, we feared that the period of transition would be severe.
Discontinuance of
gratuitous issues
of food by the
committee.
Yet still we thought it right to withdraw as far as possible from gratuitous issues of food. Our funds were altogether inadequate for any general system of relief, to those classes for whose wants legal provision had been made; and we feared lest any temporary assistance might only retard the period, at which the provisions of the amended poor‐law should be brought into efficient operation. It was accordingly determined to confine our grants, with some exceptions, to the relief
With some
exceptions.
of the sick, the convalescent, the old and infirm, and young children; and to reserve the greater part of our funds for the promotion of industrial objects. The classes just specified, as well as small land‐holders, whom the quarter‐acre clause excluded
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from public relief,11 received assistance from us throughout the winter, although with much
Resumption of a
more extended
system of relief
considered and
rejected.
caution.


The severe distress which continued through the winter months induced us to consider the propriety of again commencing a more extended system of grants. Letters were accordingly written to many correspondents in various parts of the country, to ascertain their views as to the utility of such a course. On the 3rd of Second‐month, 1848, after receiving the answers to these letters, the subject was discussed at a meeting of our Committee convened for this purpose, and it was decided that the re‐organization of soup‐shops would
Necessity for this
conclusion.
not be advisable.12


The exertions made during the past year were evidently too great to last. The sensitive had become habituated to the constant sight of misery; the energetic were wearied by the sacrifices which the distribution of relief involved; the sanguine were discouraged by the hopelessness of the task. Some who had administered relief had themselves become fit objects for receiving it. The necessary attention to their private affairs—an attention which the general depression rendered still more imperative—deprived us of the services of others. Death had taken from us many of our best and most trusted assistants.
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We saw that the great difficulty with which we had from the first to contend, the want of suitable agents, would be indefinitely increased; and we felt that direct relief by a private association, contemporaneously with the amended poor‐law, was not likely to be useful. It was therefore determined to reserve our funds for other purposes; and although we continued up to the harvest of that year, (1848), to recognise the claims of the suffering classes for whom the law had provided no adequate relief, our issues were made with great caution, and within very moderate limits.
Summary of issues
of food and money by this committee.
The total value of our issues for general relief, whether in money or food, was £151,114 1s. The distribution of this sum throughout the several counties was effected by upwards of 9,000 separate grants, of which the average amount was about £16 10s. About 3,600 of these grants were made at the central office in Dublin, and about 5,400 by the auxiliary committees in Cork, Limerick, Waterford, and Clonmel. The amount of grants made to each province is as follows: Ulster, £21,332 17s. 4d.; Leinster, £9,576 17s. 6d; Munster, £76,893 3s.; Connaught, £43,311 3s. 2d.13


Want of clothing
an additional calamity to the
suffering poor.
Famine was not the only cause of the sufferings of the poor. The want of clothing, which in this climate is almost as severely felt as the want of food, greatly increased their distress. At all
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times the lowest class of the Irish peasantry were badly clothed; and as their food failed, they parted with every available article of dress in exchange for provisions. The affecting statements of the distress thus occasioned excited a warm sympathy in England. Ladies formed associations in different towns, and exerted themselves zealously in making, preparing and collecting clothes. The bales containing these clothes were carried free by the railway companies in England, and by the Irish steam‐packet companies. The quantities of ready‐made garments transmitted to us soon became so large and valuable, as to require a separate management.
Appointment of
first sub‐committee for clothing.
On the 28th of First‐month, 1847, a sub‐committee, assisted by several women friends, was appointed to manage this important branch of relief. A friend placed at their disposal a large warehouse free of charge, and they gave much time and attention to the necessary arrangements for receiving, sorting, and delivering the various garments which were entrusted to their care. On the 22nd of Fourth‐month, the sub‐committee reported that almost all the clothes, as well those which they had received ready made, as those which they had purchased with the money remitted for this special object, had been distributed. As their funds were now almost exhausted, a grant of £500 was made to them, to enable them to continue their operations. It was found, however, in the course of Seventh‐month, 1847, that the supplies
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and donations from England had so much fallen off, that the labour devolving on the sub‐committee was quite disproportionate to the good they were able to effect, and it was resolved on the 10th of that month to dissolve it and wind up its accounts.
Dissolution of
first sub‐committee for clothing.
This committee received in all 210 packages of clothing, and £1,819 2s. 1d. in money, in addition to £500 from the
Summary of
its operations.
Central Committee, as above mentioned, and some further sums, amounting to £145 8s. 9d., advanced to enable them to close their accounts. They made 668 grants of clothing to the most distressed districts.14


As winter approached, the want of clothing was again acutely felt.
Want of clothing
again felt on approach of winter.
In the beginning of the year, those who were in distress had, as we have before observed, pawned or sold all the clothes they could spare. The scanty portion they retained gradually wore out, and they had no money to replace it. During the autumn urgent representations were made to us on this subject. This mode of relief was not likely to interfere with the operation of the poor‐law. It had rather a tendency to lessen pauperism, by affording facilities for obtaining employment, as without sufficient clothing a man was deterred from looking for work. The want of sufficient clothes tended also to promote disease, both on account of the exposure to
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the severity of the weather, and because personal cleanliness was almost impossible when the same clothes were worn both day and night. The danger of disease was also much increased by the general prevalence of fever. This want of substantial garments was not confined to the very lowest class; it prevailed to a considerable extent amongst those who had hitherto maintained themselves in a more comfortable position. These considerations induced us again to allocate a portion of our funds for the purchase of clothing, and accordingly, in Eleventh‐month, 1847, a new
Appointment of
second sub‐committee for clothing
sub‐committee for clothing was appointed, larger premises were taken, and the necessary assistants engaged. This committee were recommended to purchase the materials for clothing, where it was practicable to do so; so as to give employment to the poor of this country, especially in the western parts. It was also thought that they should confine their attention principally to flannels, grey calicoes, blue prints, corduroys, guernsey shirts, bed‐rugs, cotton shirts, and leather for shoes. The materials were made up and distributed under the superintendence of benevolent persons in the country. It was required, where it was possible, that a portion of the value of the clothing should be repaid out of the earnings of the recipients. For these purposes, the sum of £6,333 2s. 6d. was advanced; of which £1,377 6s. 1d. was repaid, leaving the sum of £4,955 16s. 5d. expended by
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Summary of its
operations.
this committee. The grants of clothing were chiefly made during the first four months of 1848, and were 612 in number. They were distributed through every county in Ireland, as was also those of the first sub‐committee for clothing, and the grants for general relief. The aggregate value probably exceeded £7,500, including several packages of old and new clothes received from America.15


Other advances
for clothing.
There were also other sums advanced for the same purpose through the Cork and Waterford auxiliary committees, and through a ladies association in Dublin, amounting in all to £793 14s. 11d. of which £379 12s. 8d. was repaid;
General summary
of expenditure
for clothing.
thus making a gross amount of £7,772 6s. 2d. advanced, of which £1,756 18s. 9d. was repaid, leaving a nett expenditure for clothing purposes of £6,015 7s. 5d. A large proportion of the clothing received from America having been landed at Cork, was distributed by the Cork auxiliary committee.16


Hurtful tendency
of gratuitous relief.
But while we felt it to be our duty, under the extreme pressure of famine, to consider only what were the most prompt and effectual measures for averting starvation, we were fully alive to the hurtful tendency of gratuitous relief. It was suggested to us, at an early period of our labours, that if we directed our attention to the encouragement of productive
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The encouragement of productive industry suggested in Fourth‐month, 1847, but
deferred.
industry, we should not only afford present relief, but promote the permanent improvement of the country. The subject was discussed at considerable length at a meeting of the committee, held on the 9th of Fourth‐month, 1847, at which a deputation from the London Committee and several of our country friends attended. At that time, however, there was no immediate prospect of the cessation of distress. The reduction of the number of men employed on the public works had commenced. The Temporary Relief Act was still untried, and its success was very doubtful. Our issues were every week increasing in amount, and the prospect of having any funds beyond those required for the immediate relief of distress was uncertain and remote. While, therefore, we acknowledged the importance of the subjects which were brought under our consideration, we felt that the time had not yet arrived when we could with propriety engage in them. At length, however, the famine was stayed. Under the Divine blessing a favorable harvest brought with it increased employment and cheapened food. The legislature had made sufficient provision against
Reasons which induced the Committee subsequently to adopt
this mode of relief.
actual starvation, and the energy and skill of the executive had brought this enactment into operation. The untiring liberality of America had furnished us with surplus funds to a considerable amount. The continuation of an extensive system of alms‐giving was not only in itself objectionable, but by
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interfering with the legal arrangements for the support of the poor, was likely to defeat its own object. We resolved, therefore, to apply part of the funds at our disposal to the encouragement of those branches of industry, which appeared likely to afford the greatest amount of employment, and ultimately to prove profitable to the country.


Distribution of
seed to small
landholders.
The first industrial project which engaged our attention, was the distribution of seed to small landholders. In Third‐month, 1847, the Waterford Auxiliary Committee brought the condition of this class under our consideration. Large tracts of ground had been left waste, because the occupiers had no means to purchase seed; and serious apprehensions were felt of the deficiency which might thus be caused in the following harvest. The Waterford Committee had made grants of seeds to some peasant proprietors in the barony of Forth, county of Wexford. These men had, with extraordinary labour, reclaimed parts of a sterile mountainous district, which had previously been in a state of commonage; and had, by right of possession, at length acquired a title to their respective holdings. In such a case, this mode of relief was most appropriate; but in the very different circumstances of the greater part of Ireland, and with the urgent calls for direct relief which then existed, we did not think such an undertaking desirable. It was not until a later period that we ventured to enter upon the distribution of seeds.
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40,000 lbs. of green
crop seeds committed by Sir R.
J. Routh to the
committee for distribution.
In the latter part of Fifth‐month, 1847, Sir Randolph J. Routh, Commissary‐general, placed at the disposal of the Committee about 40,000 lbs. of green‐crop seeds, which were in the hands of the Government. The gratuitous distribution of these seeds was committed to the care of a member of the Committee, and by using the mails and other quick modes of conveyance it was effected in a very short space of time. By the liberality of James Hartley, coach proprietor, and of the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company; who, under the circumstances, made no charge for the carriage; the expense of the distribution was inconsiderable. Owing to its being so late in the season, and to the land not being properly prepared in many places, some small quantity of the seeds remained unsown. On the whole, however, the results were truly valuable and encouraging.
Summary of their
distribution.
It appeared that 36,196 lbs. of seeds were distributed, in grants to 40,903 destitute land holders; and that 9,652 acres were sown, the greater part of which, through the extreme poverty of the occupiers, would otherwise have lain waste. The produce was generally abundant; and it is estimated that upwards of 190,000 tons of turnips were thus raised, by small farmers and cottiers, whose resources had been almost exhausted.


Further measures
for extending the
distribution of
seeds in the following year.
In the spring of 1848, encouraged by the success of the previous year, and impressed with the great importance of such assistance, (an impression which the concurring testimony of all our correspondents
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from every quarter confirmed) we resolved to appoint a sub‐committee, to endeavour to carry into effect a larger distribution. Great care was taken in the selection and purchase, and we received from many quarters very gratifying acknowledgments of the good quality and successful growth of these seeds. The experience acquired in the preceding year enabled the sub‐committee to make a more satisfactory distribution. From the returns which were received, it appeared that including the seeds purchased by the Committee, and the remainder of those which had been
Summary of distribution of seeds
in 1848.
transferred from the commissariat depots, the total distribution amounted to 133,796 lbs. The number of acres sown was 32,446, and the number of persons supplied was 148,094. These grants were wholly gratuitous; the local correspondents were merely expected to satisfy themselves that the applicants were really in need of assistance, and that the requisite quantity of ground was properly prepared. The expenditure for this object was £6,271 14s. 2d.17


Industrial schools
assisted.
A portion of our funds was also applied to the assistance of industrial schools. These institutions were generally under the superintendance of ladies, who in several instances shewed much energy and perseverance in conducting them. Numbers of poor children, many of them very young, received
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in these schools their breakfast daily, which was too often their only meal during the day. Special attention was directed to such work as might enable them, when instructed, to earn a livelihood; the girls being in many instances taught knitting and sewed‐muslin work. Some support was also given by the Committee to a local manufacture of lace; and to the praiseworthy though unsuccessful attempts of the vicar of Newport, to introduce the linen manufacture into that part of the county of Mayo. By these means, a considerable amount of relief was given.


Promotion of fisheries on the southern and western
coasts.
The promotion of the Fisheries on the southern and western coasts was one of the first objects bearing on the industry of the country, to which our attention was turned. It appeared to the Committee that this branch of national industry promised, beyond most others, to reward the enterprise of the intelligent and persevering; while at the same time it possessed the important advantage, in those parts where the produce of the land was insufficient for the support of its population, of affording immediate supplies of wholesome food. In the beginning of 1847, some grants were made by William Forster to the Claddagh fishermen at Galway,
Assistance to
fishermen at
Galway.
to enable them to redeem their nets from pawn and to repair their boats. In Sixth‐month of the same year, application for a loan for similar purposes was made on behalf of the fishermen. We complied with the request,
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Assistance afforded at Arklow.
and granted the sum of £50 to a resident gentleman, who became responsible to us for the amount. From a statement furnished towards the close of the year, it appeared that the money had been expended in releasing 161 nets; that in the next month £33 was repaid; and that before Eleventh‐month, each separate loan, except in three instances, was repaid. His report further stated, that by this loan upwards of 160 families were supported during five months, and that many of them had a surplus for their use during the winter.18


Interest taken in
this subject by
various public
officers.
In Fifth‐month, 1847, a letter was addressed to one of the secretaries by William T. Mulvany, Commissioner for the Fishery department of the Board of Works, suggesting to us the allocation of some of our funds in assisting the fisheries throughout Ireland. He proposed that we should make grants of money to suitable persons, as loans for poor fishermen, to enable them to provide fishing gear, and for the repairs of boats, and similar purposes. Some communications afterwards took place with Sir John Burgoyne, chairman of the Government Relief Commission, and Sir James Dombrain, commander of the coast‐guard. The latter officer addressed letters to the officers of the coast‐guard in different parts of the country, and from their representations of the probable utility of the grant, and their promises of co‐operation, it was agreed to



Chapter V.
place £250 at the disposal of Sir James Dombrain, to be by him allocated to the care of such of the coast‐guard officers, as he might consider most likely to carry out the object efficiently. This arrangement was not carried into effect; and it is alluded to here only to shew the interest which was felt on the subject of fisheries, by these as well as other official persons.19


Assistance at Helvick head, near
Dungarvan.
About the same time, the attention of the Waterford auxiliary committee was called to the condition of the fishermen at Ring, near Helvick‐head, about nine miles from Dungarvan, who were reduced by the pressure of famine to great distress. An appeal on their behalf was made to that committee by James Alcock, the vicar of the parish of Ring, and small loans were made through him, to enable the fishermen to replace their nets and fishing gear, most of which had been sold or pledged to obtain food. In almost every case, these loans were faithfully repaid. Shortly after these poor fishermen had been set to work, two Scotchmen visited the place; and were so struck with the advantages which it presented, that they decided on forming a curing establishment there. The Committee, thinking it right to give encouragement to private enterprise, advanced them £100; and, in the following year, a similar loan was made to assist them in building a larger and better kind of boats than
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those hitherto in use. For some time the prospects of these men were satisfactory; they shipped to England a considerable quantity of cured fish, which there met with a ready and profitable sale.
Results.
Unfortunately, however, they were induced to add the management of a farm to their proper occupation of fish‐curing. They do not appear to have possessed the requisite knowledge of agriculture; and the distance of their farm from the station increased the difficulty of the undertaking. A misunderstanding with their landlord occurred, which finally resulted in a forced sale of their property at very low prices, and in their return to Scotland. Although, from these causes, the money we advanced has not been repaid, we have no reason to consider the loan as having been injudicious under the circumstances. Whilst the curing establishment was in operation, the direct and collateral employment kept many persons from the workhouse; and even still its good effects are perceptible, in the increased skill which the people so employed have acquired. They are now able to carry on their fishing operations from their own resources with considerable success. We have been informed that the quantity of cured fish retained for their own use last season, was unusually large; and that very few of the fishermen have emigrated, although many possess means quite sufficient to enable them to do so.20
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Towards the latter end of the year 1847, after the new poor‐law had come into effect, we ventured to extend our operations for the encouragement of fisheries, by making loans to a considerable amount to several persons, who undertook to act in conformity to regulations carefully framed, with respect to the interests both of the owners and crews of the boats employed. With these views, and in the hope of bringing about an improved system of fishing, while direct relief was afforded where it was much required, we established stations at
Establishment of
fishing stations on
the coasts of Galway, Mayo, and
Cork.
Ballinakill‐bay, near Clifden, in the county of Galway; at Achill‐sound and at Belmullet, in the county of Mayo; and at Castletown, Berehaven, in the county of Cork. At the last of these stations, a curing‐house was also established. The establishments at Ballinakill‐bay and Achill‐sound were not carried on to any great extent, and were soon discontinued: and after a year’s trial, it was found that the prospects of the two remaining establishments were not sufficiently encouraging, to warrant their continuance by the Committee. It had become evident, that the continued care and economy necessary for the success of such undertakings
Results.
required the energy of private enterprise, and could not be attained by the agents of such associations as ours. After full deliberation, and a careful investigation into the affairs of both concerns, it was resolved to wind up the Belmullet establishment at once. The case of the Berehaven



Chapter V.
establishment was somewhat different. A much larger sum had been expended upon it, and the well‐being of many of the fishermen in that district appeared to be involved in its continuance; we were therefore willing that it should have a more extended trial. A change was made in the management, and the concern was continued for three years longer; but we regret to have to state, that the result of this experiment has proved very unsuccessful, and it has since been given up.21


A trawler of 58
tons hired to assist the fisheries
at Castlehaven,
Co. of Cork.
Urgent representations were made in Twelfth‐month, 1847, by the rector of Castlehaven, and transmitted to our Committee by Sir Thomas N. Redington, Under‐Secretary for Ireland, stating the advantages that would arise from the employment of a vessel of larger size, to assist the smaller boats when fishing in uncertain weather. These representations were supported by the opinions of other persons acquainted with fishing, and the Committee, after much consideration, hired a trawler of fifty‐three tons for this service, in order to test the value of such assistance to the local fisheries. Shortly after she arrived at her station, it became apparent that the special purpose for which she was engaged was not likely to lead to any useful result;
Subsequently employed in inspecting the fishing
grounds in the
south and west.
and she was subsequently employed in inspecting the fishing grounds and fishing stations on the western and south‐western coasts. The report
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Report of the captain not very encouraging.
of the master of the trawler was not very encouraging, as respects the greater part of the fishing ground on these coasts. He suffered a considerable loss in nets and gear, in consequence of the rocky nature of the bottom. Perhaps a more complete knowledge of the ground may hereafter lead to greater success. The entire amount advanced to the fisheries, both in loans and grants for fishing materials, was £5,365 1s. 1d. of which £480 3s. 9d. was repaid, leaving the sum of £4,884 17s. 4d. expended for these objects.22


Advance of £200
to assist in the
manufacture of
kelp.
There were other cases, also, in which we sought to combine direct relief with profitable industry. As early as the spring of 1847, £200 was advanced, on his personal security, to a landed proprietor at Dungloe, in the county of Donegal, to enable him to carry on the manufacture of kelp in that district. In the spring of the following year, it appeared that the undertaking had proved so unprofitable, that it was considered undesirable to hold him to an engagement the main object of which had been the employment of the destitute. It was therefore agreed to cancel the debt, on receiving from him the balance in his hands of £15 1s. 1d.


Proposed attempt
to encourage the
manufacture of
flannel in Galway.
The attention of the Committee had been called, on several occasions to the domestic manufacture of flannels and other articles, which has long existed in the west of Ireland; with the view of making
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Proposed attempt
to encourage the
manufacture of
flannel in Galway.
some endeavour to support and extend these manufactures, by placing them on a commercial basis. Some inquiries were instituted in England for a person competent to conduct a manufactory of flannels; and in Third‐month, 1848, a native of Yorkshire, acquainted with the business as a practical weaver, was invited over. He proceeded to the west, accompanied by a friend who kindly volunteered his services on the occasion. They visited the principal places in Mayo and Galway, and reported that there was a considerable supply of wool of good quality in Connemara; and that they had been offered for £100 some machinery for spinning wool, which had been previously erected in a mill in the county of Galway, and which appeared suited for the purpose and good value. They further stated that such an establishment would give employment to about 150 persons; would require a capital of about £500 in machinery, and a working capital of from £1000 to £2000; and would have a fair prospect of success. After some consideration, it was decided that we could not with propriety undertake such a business on our own account, but we offered, if one or two trustworthy persons of skill and knowledge of the business would undertake it, to advance £1500 by way of loan, secured upon the machinery and stock. It was proposed that this sum should be repaid out of the profits of the business; or, in the event of the trade turning out to be
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unprofitable, that the loss should be borne by the Committee. The persons to whom this offer was made did not avail themselves of it; and no further opportunity was presented for any attempt to develop this promising branch of manufacturing industry.


Cultivation of the
soil by spade labour.
An improved system of cultivation of the soil, and the introduction of new and useful crops, appeared to us to be objects of the utmost importance. It appeared also that this could be best effected by means of spade‐labour, and that thus the additional advantage would be gained, of affording a great amount of present relief.
At Ballina, Co. of
Mayo.
An agreement was accordingly entered into in Second‐month, 1848, with Colonel George Vaughan Jackson, of Carramore, near Ballina, county of Mayo, and with several other proprietors in that vicinity, under which about 550 Irish acres of land, equal to nearly 900 statute acres, were given to us, free of rent and poor‐rate, for one year. We undertook to pay the county cess; to provide the labour, manure, and seed; and to give up the land when the crops had been disposed of. Some assistance was afforded by a local committee in superintending these operations, and by one of the Practical Instructors of the Royal Agricultural Society. The cultivation was entirely by spade‐labour, and employment was thus given for many weeks, to upwards of one thousand persons, who would otherwise have been totally destitute. The crops were selected with a
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Selection of crops.
view of uniting the greatest beneficial outlay in manual labour, with the lowest expenditure for manure and seed; and consisted chiefly of turnip and other green crops, (excluding potatoes) with a small quantity of grain planted by dibbling, and about seventy acres of flax. We refused to purchase manure collected in the neighbourhood; preferring to make use of guano and other foreign manures, or of sea‐weed, lest we might interfere with the cultivation by the small farmers themselves. The wages were calculated by task‐work; but as the persons employed were very generally chosen from among those whose strength had been greatly reduced by previous starvation, the rates of payment were necessarily considerably higher than would have been required, if none but strong, able‐bodied labourers had been employed.


Deputation to
visit this farm.
In the course of Seventh‐month, 1848, two members of our Committee were requested to visit these farms. They recommended that a properly qualified person should be immediately sent down, to superintend the farming operations, and to dispose of the crops when they arrived at maturity. A competent person was accordingly appointed, whose services were very efficient. The proceeds from the sales of the produce fell far short of the amount expended in this operation, yet it was gratifying to know that the money thus spent was not wasted; for besides the large amount of relief given by the employment of destitute peasantry,
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there was great advantage derived from the practical instruction given, as to the cultivation of the various crops, in a part of Ireland in which green crops had previously been scarcely at all cultivated by the small farmers. The amount advanced for
Summary of results.
this undertaking was £7,469 7s. 9d. of which £1,756 2s. 2d. was repaid out of the sales of produce, leaving the sum of £5713 5s. 7d. as the nett expenditure.23


Loan to Lord
Wallscourt, for
spade cultivation
at Ardfry, county
of Galway.
Other advances were also made for the encouragement of spade‐labour, but on a different plan. About the same time with our experiment at Ballina, Lord Wallscourt proposed to take into cultivation fifty additional acres at Ardfry, in the county of Galway; and so give employment to many unemployed and able‐bodied destitute labourers in his neighbourhood; on receiving from the Committee the loan of £200 for twelve months, payable without interest. Lord Wallscourt undertook the whole risk, the Committee merely advancing the money on his security, and taking care that it was properly applied. The loan was accordingly made; and it was intimated to Lord Wallscourt that if he doubled the number of acres, the loan would also be doubled. This was not done, but the sum lent was repaid, and the Committee have every reason to be satisfied with the result.24
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To Col. F. A. Knox
Gore, at Belleek
Manor, county of
Mayo.
Early in 1849, Colonel F. A. Knox Gore, of Belleek Manor, county of Mayo, urged us again to encourage spade‐labour, by the application of the same principles as had been adopted in the case of Lord Wallscourt. He proposed to appropriate one hundred acres of land, which would otherwise have remained waste, and to employ at fair wages an adequate number of labourers at his own risk, provided we would advance him the sum of £800, free of interest, for twelve months. It was agreed to make this advance, in the hope that it might tend to give a further impulse to this mode of farming in that neglected district, and also because it would furnish a large amount of present employment to the destitute population. This loan has been repaid by Colonel Gore; and the Committee are well satisfied with the result of this experiment also.25


Loan for spade
culture at Aghalurcher, county of
Fermanagh.
Our efforts to extend this mode of cultivation were not confined to the west. In the spring of 1849, the rector of Aghalurcher, in the county of Fermanagh,—encouraged by his success in relieving the poor of his neighbourhood, by the judicious distribution of the green crop seeds which he had received from us,—undertook to cultivate by spade‐labour about fifty acres, on receiving a loan of £350. There were several
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causes which rendered this experiment less successful than the others; so that a heavy loss was incurred. The Committee, on considering the subject, and knowing that their first object had been fulfilled, by the large amount of employment given, and the many destitute persons relieved, did not think it right to allow the rector to be a pecuniary sufferer by his benevolent exertions; and therefore resolved to relinquish one half the amount on the remainder being paid; which has accordingly been done, and the account closed. In all these cases, we required returns to be made to us, showing the number of persons employed, the rate of wages, the quantity of land cultivated, and other particulars. In addition to the loans for this purpose, some small grants were made with a similar object.26


Loan for encouragement of the
growth and preparation of flax.
In 1849, a loan of £500, payable with interest at the rate of five per cent, in five instalments, was made to Hay Brothers, of Ballina, in the county of Mayo, to aid them in the establishment of a rettery in the vicinity of that town, for steeping and preparing flax on Schenck’s patent. It was gratifying to us to find that our experiments in the preceding year had not been without result; as the inducements for commencing this useful undertaking arose from the large quantity of flax produced on our farms, and that which had been grown by some
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of the neighbouring farmers after our example. As a further means of promoting the cultivation of flax in this part of the country, it was agreed to lend the sum of £400 to Colonel Knox Gore, who offered with this assistance to erect a flax‐scutching‐mill on a suitable site, and with good water‐power. It was arranged that the amount should be secured by a mortgage on the property, and the advances repaid with interest at the rate of five per cent., by instalments of £80 per annum. The parties concerned did not carry this arrangement into effect. Only £200 were advanced, and in Second‐month, 1851, repayment of this sum without interest was accepted, and the former agreement cancelled. Nevertheless, the means were provided by Colonel Gore, from other sources, and this undertaking is now in operation.27


Grant to the “Belfast Ladies’ Industrial Association
for Connaught.”
In Fifth‐month, 1848, an application for a grant was made to us by Dr. Edgar, on behalf of the “Belfast Ladies’ Industrial Association for Connaught.” This association had exerted itself with great success, to promote the establishment of industrial schools throughout the west, in which young women and girls were taught the sewing of muslin and other kinds of needlework. We heard with much interest an account of their endeavours to extend to the province of Connaught this branch of industry, which had proved so useful in Ulster;
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and offered to grant £500 as a donation, provided an equal sum should be raised from other quarters. About the end of the year, Dr. Edgar came before us with a list of subscriptions, somewhat above the required amount; and we gladly made the promised grant, and have every reason to believe it was well and usefully bestowed.28


In the spring of 1849, numerous enquiries were made as to the opinions our experience had led us to form of the condition of the country, and of the success of the various undertakings in which we had from time to time engaged. We were at first reluctant to trespass upon the public attention with a detailed statement of our views; but at length an
Issue of an “Address to the Public” in Fifth‐month, 1849.
“Address to the Public” was prepared, and, after mature consideration, was unanimously adopted on the 8th of Fifth‐month. In this address, we alluded to the great exertions made by the British Relief Association and other similar bodies, and the large amount of their distribution; and also to the numerous contributions of private benevolence, and the remittances from emigrants in America. But we had to state our belief that, while these exertions had afforded a large amount of relief at a period of great distress, and had preserved many from starvation, yet the condition of our country was not improved. We declared our conviction, that until freedom was given to the sale
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and transfer of land, it was vain to hope that Ireland could emerge from a state of poverty and degradation. Before our address was published, but after it was drawn up, it was announced that the Government had resolved to introduce into Parliament a measure which had a tendency to promote this object; and in the course of that session the Act for the Sale of Incumbered Estates was passed.29


Letter from Sir C.
E. Trevelyan, on
behalf of Lord
John Russell, proposing renewed
efforts for relief
of distress.
In Sixth‐month, 1849, a letter was addressed to one of our secretaries by Sir Charles E. Trevelyan, Assistant‐Secretary to the Treasury, on behalf of Lord John Russell, enquiring what plans the Committee were pursuing for the alleviation of the great distress which still prevailed; and offering a contribution of £100 towards renewed efforts for its relief. The subject received the anxious consideration of the Committee; but, after full deliberation, we were of opinion that, in the event of undertaking the distribution of relief as heretofore, the sum which we could hope to collect would be utterly inadequate for such an object; that even
Reasons for declining this proposal.
if sufficient funds were placed at our disposal, we could no longer calculate upon the assistance of many of our most efficient agents and correspondents; and that the relief of destitution, on an extended scale, should in future be entrusted to the arrangements which Parliament had provided for that purpose. We felt bound, therefore, though
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reluctantly, to decline being the almoners of Lord John Russell’s liberality; yet we highly appreciated the kind feeling towards our distressed fellow‐countrymen which prompted him to make the offer.30


Severe distress of
small landholders
under pressure of
the Quarter Acre
clause.
In the course of the following month, the attention of the London Friends’ Relief Committee was attracted to the severe distress which prevailed among the small holders of land, who were excluded by the provisions of the poor‐law from receiving assistance out of the poor rates. They resolved to remit to our Committee the sum of £2000, to be applied to the prompt relief of this class. The extreme privations which some of these persons were suffering were well known, and we had to some extent sought to alleviate them. Several cases had been reported to us, on credible evidence, in which individuals thus circumstanced had suffered members of their family to die of want, rather than render themselves entitled to poor‐law relief by the surrender of their land. We accepted the charge of distributing this sum, and endeavoured to carry
Measures for relief of this class.
the views of the London Committee into effect. Grants were made in various districts, to those on whom full reliance could be placed. In the expectation of making it more useful, it was agreed that no grants of money should be made, without a previous understanding that the persons assisted should be required to engage in some useful labour
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on their own holdings, and that the largest sum to be given to any one family should not exceed £3. The sums sent to those who undertook its distribution varied from £10 to £30. The adoption of this plan was attended with gratifying results; and several letters were received from the grantees, stating their opinion of the good which had been effected.31


Establishment of
a model farm
In Ninth‐month, 1848, a proposition was laid before the Committee for the establishment of a model farm, in which relief might be combined with industrial and agricultural improvement, in a more permanent manner than had been done at Ballina. After much consideration, the Committee were of opinion that it was desirable to undertake the project; and a sub‐committee was appointed to carry it into effect, and to prepare a plan for the management of the new institution. Considerable delay arose from the difficulty of procuring a suitable farm, of which a permanent tenure could be given. At length, in Second‐month, 1849, an agreement was entered into with Myles W. O’Reilly, of Knockabbey Castle, county of Louth, for the farm of Colmanstown,
At Colmanstown,
county of Galway.
in the parish of Clonkeen, county of Galway. This farm consists of about 400
650 statute acres.
Irish acres, 650 statute acres. being equal to nearly 650 measure; and is taken on a lease for 999 years, at a rent of
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16s. per Irish acre. The land had been previously inspected, and was represented to us to be in many respects suited for the purpose. The objects contemplated by this undertaking were, first, to test by experiment how far the agricultural resources of Ireland are capable of being developed by better modes of culture; and to institute, in an ill‐cultivated district, a model where the neighbouring farmers might see an improved system of husbandry; and, secondly, in case the farm should hereafter be made sufficiently profitable, to establish an agricultural school for training young men in the practice of scientific farming. Arrangements were made for the permanent management of the institution, and a
£12,500 granted
for this purpose.
sum of £12,000 was transferred to trustees, to form a capital stock; to which £500 was afterwards added for some extra expenses, which the Committee considered not to be fairly chargeable to the new undertaking.


Operations at Colmanstown model
farm.
This farm has now been nearly three years under the care of the Committee appointed for its management. Farm buildings have been erected on a large scale and of a superior character, and a considerable portion of the land has been drained and brought under fair cultivation. The outlay for these purposes has been heavy, as will appear by the report of the Model Farm Committee given in the appendix; but as the greater part of the capital invested has been expended in wages, we consider that it has so far subserved the primary object of
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our association, by the large amount of employment it has afforded. It will be obvious from the report, that, up to the present time, the crops have not paid for their cultivation. It should, however, be observed, that the land, which was in very bad condition when the committee got possession of it, has been greatly improved; although it cannot be considered that the improvement effected is equivalent to the expenditure.


Report of deputation in 1852.
The farm has lately been inspected by a deputation from the Central Committee. They reported it as their opinion, that the undertaking has not yet had a fair trial; and recommended that the remainder of the land which requires it, should be properly drained, and brought into the same good condition as the most improved parts; considering that the whole farm should be brought into a good state of cultivation, before it can be fairly pronounced successful or the contrary. It has therefore been determined to make the Farm Committee a further grant of £1,000, to enable them to drain and carry on the other improvements without delay; as they have expressed their expectation that, by increased attention to economy, the farm will be made to support itself. In this case, it will be useful to the neighbouring farmers, by exhibiting a good system of husbandry; and will enable the original object to be carried out, by the establishment of an agricultural school, in case it appears desirable to do so.32



1 See Appendix X., page 358, for particulars respecting soup‐shop.



2 See Appendix XXVII., page 464, for these queries.



3 See Appendix III., page 169, for extracts from letters of G. Hancock and E. Richards, and Appendix XL, p.360, for statement of provisions shipped from Liverpool.



4 See “The Irish Crisis,” by Sir C. E. Trevelyan, pages 42 and 43.



5 See Appendix XII., page 362, for copies of these circulars, and correspondence with the Relief Commissioners.
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CHAPTER VI.

REFLECTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.


Summary of the
operations of the
committee.
By the accounts given in the preceding chapter, it appears that the Committee, in distributing the funds placed at their disposal, were guided by the varying circumstances and exigencies of the different periods of distress. In the earlier part of our operations, when the great object was to save life, grants of money were made in aid of local exertions, and also grants of food and clothing, under the most effectual restrictions which we were able to devise for the selection of fitting objects and the prevention of fraud. As the pressure became less severe, and the measures of legal relief more comprehensive, our issues of food were contracted to the necessities of the old and infirm, of young children, and of those who were actually suffering under, or gradually recovering from sickness; while some assistance was given to those classes whose wants the law did not reach, by affording employment on works which promised to be profitable,
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Summary of the
operations of the
Committee.
and which tended, by bringing into action the dormant resources of the country, to improve the permanent condition of the people. Our first endeavour was to enable the people to help themselves, by making grants of green‐crop seeds to small farmers, and by supplying clothing to the industrious poor. Some assistance was afforded towards the training of the young in useful and profitable arts. Attempts were made to develope, in the fisheries, a valuable resource which had hitherto been much neglected; and to further manufacturing industry, by assisting establishments for the preparation of flax. As soon as circumstances admitted, exertions were made to promote an improved system of land cultivation, and to encourage the growth of green crops in the west, both by the cultivation of land on our account, and by advancing money to landlords, to be employed by them in spade‐labour. When the season of extreme suffering had gone by, the larger portion of our surplus funds was devoted to the establishment of a model farm.


Difficulties in the
way of an effective
gratuitous distribution of relief.
With respect to our first and most important proceeding, the gratuitous issues of money, food, and clothing, we believe that we were enabled to afford a considerable amount of immediate relief; and that the lives of many were preserved, who without some such assistance would probably have perished. Yet it is painfully evident that the relief afforded was neither so extensive nor so complete as the exigency required. Several circumstances combined
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Difficulties in the
way of an effective
gratuitous issue of
relief.
to produce this result. Our Committee had no experience in such an undertaking; and as most of the members resided in Dublin, or in the large towns of the south, we saw comparatively little of the actual suffering existing in the most distressed districts. It was under considerable difficulties, therefore, that we entered upon our task; and we could hardly expect to perform it without making serious mistakes. Those who have not been actually engaged in the administration of relief, can very imperfectly comprehend its difficulties. Strangers thought, when they knew that the distress was occasioned by want of food, that the obvious remedy was to pour into the country as much food as they could procure; and they were surprised and pained to find that their benevolent efforts were insufficient to effect the relief of destitution. This unexpected and unwelcome result was principally owing to the small number of residents, who had time and ability to act as administrators of relief, and to the absence of sufficient means of distribution. The people had been accustomed to depend for their support on the produce of their own small holdings; and consequently, in the poorest localities, dealers in food were almost unknown. As soon, therefore, as the potato failed, even those who were not destitute found much difficulty in many places in purchasing food. They were too few to create a trade in their several localities, and consequently were obliged, in many
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cases to send to a considerable distance for their daily supplies.


Difficulty of ascertaining those who
really required assistance.
Among the multitudes applying for assistance, no stranger could distinguish those who really required relief from those who did not. This task, and also the distribution of relief to the fitting objects in any locality, is peculiarly the part of the intelligent and educated residents. Of these, by far the most valuable for such purposes are the middle classes of society; whose position brings them into connexion with both extremes, and whose habits of business qualify them for the conduct of public affairs.
Want of a middle
class in many districts in Ireland.
But, in many districts in Ireland, such a class had literally no existence. The landed gentry and the clergy formed the first rank of society; and there were very few between them and the lowest class, which was composed of the labouring peasantry and the small landholders. The latter were scarcely removed above the labourer, either in circumstances or education. In almost every district, the few that were found capable of administering relief were so widely scattered, that their best efforts appeared trifling when compared with the mass of destitution around them.


Would issues of
money be preferable to those of
food, as a mode of
relief?
Some persons were of opinion, that issues of money would be preferable to those of food; and that the recipients should be left to purchase food as they required it. Such a mode of relief, when practicable, possesses many advantages. It saves the trouble, risk, and expense of the conveyance of
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Advantages of this
mode of relief.
provisions. It secures the services, in some instances, of a better class of distributors; many persons would give out money, who would not or could not attend to meal stores and soup shops. It also saves the expense of storage, and of the necessary staff of attendants. The money probably goes farther in the hands of individuals; and there is no reason to suppose that greater abuses would exist, under proper management, in this system, than arose from the gratuitous issues of food. Above all, the distribution of money has the signal advantage of encouraging rather than depressing the ordinary operations of trade. If each person had the means of purchasing the necessary supplies, the natural influence of demand would secure to the community the most judicious and the cheapest distribution of food. For these reasons, this mode of relief may be appropriate under ordinary circumstances; and in some instances, both in town and country, in which it was tried, it worked with considerable success. But it appeared to us that, as a general system, it could not be adopted with safety.
Disadvantages
The liability to abuse is evidently greater than in the distribution of food, unless the money be distributed under the care of very efficient and trustworthy persons; and therefore the difficulty arising from the small number of residents fitted for this work, would have been even more severely felt than it was with the mode of distribution actually adopted.
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Importance of
non‐interference
with the natural
laws of demand
and supply.
The wisdom of that natural law, under which the distribution of food to the public is effected by the instinctive operations of self‐interest, was clearly indicated during the endeavours made to mitigate this famine. As it is in time of sickness, that men learn to estimate at its real value the blessing of health; so the importance of the trade in food was unheeded, until a large proportion of the population was thrown upon the public for support. No human ingenuity could have devised any machinery which would have completely obviated suffering; but the absence of the ordinary means for the administration of relief rendered the calamity much more severe. The want of food was supplied; but neither money nor exertions could suddenly provide for the people the local dealers by whom that food should have been distributed. It was equally impossible to place in the country those middle classes, whose local knowledge and exertions would have in some degree compensated for the absence of the trader. The mode of relief adopted was perhaps the only one which was practicable; yet the same peculiarities in the condition of the country which rendered this mode of relief imperative, hindered its successful administration.


The distribution
of seeds considered.
The distribution of seeds, considered as a measure of direct relief, was useful, although it was liable to some abuses. There must, however, be something radically wrong, when the loss of a single year’s crop was so severely felt, that neither landlord
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nor tenant appeared to be able to make the necessary arrangements for the cultivation of the ground in the following year.
Loans to landlords
The few loans made to landlords, to assist them in an extended system of spade cultivation, answered the purpose for which they were made; inasmuch as a large amount of employment was given, and land was cultivated which might otherwise have lain waste. We are unable to state whether this mode of cultivation repays the expenditure or not; but we are aware that, in the cases assisted by us, it effected a considerable diminution of the poor rates.


Temporary cultivation of land.
Besides the assistance thus given to the tenant and the landlord, we undertook the temporary cultivation of land ourselves; not from any expectation of the attempt proving profitable, but in order to give employment in a distressed district, and to introduce the knowledge of valuable crops and of an improved agricultural practice. The expenditure on this operation was large, and some additional losses were incurred through the want of that efficient control, which it is scarcely possible to obtain in the management by a committee; yet we are disposed to regard this as one of the most useful undertakings in which the committee engaged.


Review of the
model farm experiment.
We further endeavoured to carry out our views for the improvement of agriculture, by establishing a model farm. It may, perhaps, be questioned whether it be right to devote to a permanent object,
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Reasons for engaging in this
undertaking.
however useful, any portion of funds raised for the immediate relief of destitution. We were induced to do so, because we thought that the evil consequences arising from the mode of relief which it had been at first necessary to adopt, exceeded any benefits which could be expected from its continuance. We knew, also, that the improvement and the cultivation of this farm would give a large amount of employment, and thus afford more assistance to the poor, by the money dispensed in wages, than if the whole sum had been expended in gratuitous relief.


Difficulty of obtaining a suitable
farm.
If it be as an industrial experiment that this farm should be judged, it is evident that present appearances are against its success. The soil is not of a very good quality, and the rent paid for it is probably above its value. Of the many offers of farms made in answer to our advertisements, there were very few of which we could obtain immediate possession, and of which a lengthened tenure could be given; so that our choice was greatly restricted. This was, in fact, almost the only one offered to us which appeared at all suitable, and we were therefore induced to take it, as being the best we were then able to obtain. The time has not yet arrived for forming a decided opinion as to its ultimate success; but it appears to us doubtful whether it be practicable for
Difficulty of management by a
committee.
any committee of management, living at a distance, to give that vigilant superintendence which
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is necessary to render a farm profitable; and without profit, it is evidently not a model which can be held up for imitation as a whole.


Such establishments not
required.
When this undertaking was commenced, we thought a model farm would be useful, if well managed; and therefore considered it advisable to establish one; but further experience has shown us that the greatest success we could hope from such an undertaking would only be to render it as useful as a well‐managed farm in private hands. Model establishments are not found necessary in other branches of human industry. There are no models for mercantile enterprise, nor for the management of ships or factories. Private enterprise and individual exertion, under the spur of competition, have effected the improvement which we see everywhere around us. People improve by observing what is done by their neighbours. They follow their plans when successful, and learn to avoid their mistakes. Those who are less observant, or less industrious, soon find themselves surpassed by others. The improvement is gradual, but steadily progressive.
The most useful
model is the farm
of an industrious
neighbour.
The most useful model is the farm of a thriving and industrious neighbour. It is from free competition that we must look for improvements in the system of farming, such as have taken place in other branches of business. Under such circumstances, these improvements will arise without any
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interference, either on the part of the state or of charitable associations; except such legal provisions as may be necessary to afford reasonable security to the farmer, for the improvements effected by his industry or his ingenuity.


Useful results
which may be anticipated from this
establishment.
But although this industrial experiment may be a failure, and, as a whole, unsuitable for imitation, yet some good results will probably be effected by the introduction of improved methods of cultivation. It is true that men whose practice and habits are very defective, rarely appreciate the advantages of plans which are much beyond their present ideas. Still there are some whose minds are more open to improvement; and to such the new agricultural implements and the superior modes of culture which they may see made use of on this farm, will afford valuable lessons of instruction. Or if the establishment hereafter be conducted in part as a scientific experimental farm, although the experiments made may not be profitable in themselves, they may be very useful to others who witness the results; and who can adopt what they find useful, and avoid what is proved to be injurious.


Assistance to the
fisheries considered.
Few of the operations which we undertook in the hopes of developing the fisheries have succeeded. The establishment at Ring in the county of Waterford had a considerable measure of success; and by it, as well as by some others, employment was given at a period of great distress to many destitute



Chapter VI.
Reasons for the
failure of our attempts to develop
the fisheries in the
west.
fishermen, who were enabled by our loans to acquire a livelihood for themselves and their families; but our attempts to develope the fisheries in the west and south‐west have been failures as commercial undertakings. This department was under the especial care of a member of our Committee, who had some experience in respect to fishing; and we are aware that several matters were neglected during the long illness which terminated in his death, and that considerable loss was incurred in the closing of the different establishments, which might have been avoided if he had been able to attend to them. Nevertheless, we are inclined to attribute our failure chiefly to the want of that vigilant superintendance and those active personal exertions which this business particularly requires, and which the managers of a benevolent association can never give. Some reference may perhaps be also made to natural obstacles—to the severity of the weather, and the dangerous and unprotected character of the western and south‐western coasts. A main obstacle, however, to the success of the fisheries appears to have been the absence of a local demand. Although this difficulty has since been lessened by the extension of railway communication, yet the cost of carriage must operate unfavorably to those who depend on a distant market. Except in some very poor countries, fish is not a primary article of food or an absolute necessary of life. In these climates it is used rather as a luxury,
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and is eaten with bread or potatoes. When the people have not means to purchase both, the fish is given up. On this account, the failure of the potato, so far from increasing the demand for fish, greatly diminished it, and thus presented an additional discouragement to fishing operations. When the several counties of Munster and Connaught increase in wealth, a new demand for fish will gradually arise, and will induce persons to undertake its supply as a regular and profitable employment.


Circumstances
which aggravated
the distress and
impeded the administration of
relief.
In the first chapter, we adverted to several circumstances in the condition of the country as aggravating the distress, and impeding the administration of relief. Amongst these were the want of a middle class in the most distressed country districts; the embarrassments, and, in many cases, the non‐residence of the landlords; and the defective condition of agriculture, the inferior character of the farm buildings, and the general absence of improvement on the part of the tenantry.
The investigation
of these circumstances highly
important.
It is highly
important to investigate these circumstances. Do they result from causes beyond human control, or can anything be effected by improved legislation? What impediment has prevented the formation of a middle class in so large a part of Ireland? What has rendered the landed gentry of Ireland more embarrassed than other classes of the community, and prevented so many of them from improving their estates? What circumstances can account for the inactivity and want of improvement which
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have characterized the tenantry? The civic population are more industrious and energetic; and the same men who are indolent on their farms in this country exhibit a different character when they emigrate to America. It is a strange phenomenon to see landlords almost ruined by the taxation required for supporting pauper labourers in the workhouses; while millions of acres are wholly waste or imperfectly cultivated, and millions of money are lying at a low rate of interest in the funds.


How far has the
depressed condition of Ireland reulted from injudicious legislation
There are, no doubt, various causes for the depressed condition of Ireland: but it is an important question for public consideration, how far that depressed condition has resulted from injudicious legislation. If there be any legal impediments to the prosperity of the country, they should first be removed, and a free scope left for human exertion, before it can be right to condemn the people for improvidence or want of industry. The state of the law respecting land is universally admitted to be complicated and uncertain. A thorough reform appears essential to the improvement of the social condition of the country.


Difficulties which
have impeded the
sale of landed
property.
Great difficulties have existed in the sale of landed property. The uncertainty of title has been often complained of; and it is generally admitted that in almost all cases of sale, the title to an estate was more or less defective. The necessity of a thorough investigation involved much delay and heavy
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expenses; and the investigation often ended in disappointment to the seller, and not unfrequently in a law‐suit, when he considered the defect of title insufficient to warrant the buyer in refusing to complete his purchase. Even after the title was acknowledged to be good, there still remained the costs of the conveyance, which were rendered unnecessarily heavy by the length of the deeds, in addition to the heavy stamp duties. Unless the purchaser of a small property were willing to incur the risk of taking it without proof of title, the same tedious investigation and similar expenses were necessary; so that the costs of transfer were proportionably much greater in the case of a small than of a large property. This has operated injuriously to the small proprietor, and has practically prohibited the formation of small estates.


Complete freedom
should be given
to all transactions
respecting land.
It appears to us that complete freedom ought to be given to all transactions respecting land; and that the laws ought to be such as would enable every member of the community to sell or to purchase any quantity of land, with the smallest practicable delay, expense, and risk.
A good system of
registration a
needful preliminary.
A good system of land registration, for which the Ordnance Maps afford great facilities, appears a needful preliminary to this freedom of transfer. It is the opinion of many competent persons, that it is practicable to make such arrangements with regard to registration,
Transfer of land
by entry in the
register suggested
as would render it possible to effect the transfer of land by a simple transfer in the books of the
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registry office, without much greater expense, delay, or risk than that which now attends the transfer of Government stock.


Landlords in most
cases have only a
life interest in
their estates.
In a majority of cases, the landlord, by the effect of a will or of a marriage settlement, is a tenant for life, with remainder to his children. Unless a power of sale be given, which is very rarely the case in Ireland, the land thus settled cannot be sold until the eldest son comes of age. Unless there be special provision in the deed of settlement, the owner of such an estate cannot raise money upon his land for the purpose of improving it;
Thus deprived of
power for the
most efficient
management.
because the property in the improvements goes with the soil, and he cannot, from the nature of his tenure, charge the estate with the amount. He will not borrow money on his personal security, or invest his own savings for the purpose of such improvement; because he would thus benefit his heir at the expense of his younger children, for whom a comparatively small provision may have been made. He cannot secure his tenant in any expense which the latter might be willing to incur, because the improvements of the soil are considered as part of the soil, and no permanent charge can be placed on the estate.


Leasing powers
of tenant for life
always more or
less restricted.
In some cases, and for certain objects, the leasing powers of a tenant for life are extended by law or by the provisions of the deed of settlement; but they are always restricted, and the risk of an improper exercise of these powers considerably
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diminishes their value. The restricted leasing powers, and the rule that all improvements become attached to the soil and pass with it to the landlord, obstruct the application of capital, not merely to the soil, but to the various natural products to which commercial value can be given.
Injurious results.
Instances are not wanting in which, to the mutual disappointment of all parties concerned, the inability to give good leases has checked the progress of a town, or altered the position of a manufacture.1


General embarrassment of landed proprietors.
These difficulties have been greatly increased by the general embarrassment of the landed proprietors. Partly from charges made for the younger members of the family, partly from his own or his ancestors’ improvidence, the nominal owner has often been in reality only a trustee for others. In such cases, the attempt at improvement was almost hopeless. The landlord had only a very moderate income to support the rank derived from a large rent‐roll.
Injurious results.
His creditors had little interest in the improvement of the property, and were merely concerned in the repayment of their money. The tenants knew that any improvements they might effect, would become at once the property of the landlord or of his creditors, and would probably cause their rent to be raised. After an ineffectual struggle on the part of the landlord, the estate was
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Estates in Chancery.
in most cases brought into Chancery, and placed under a receiver. The number of incumbrancers, and the necessity of all parties interested in the property being brought before the court, rendered the expense of this proceeding very heavy. The general condition of properties under the management of receivers, in suits by creditors, is well known. No lease could be given which would extend longer than the duration of the suit.
Demoralization of
tenantry under
Chancery management.
This uncertain tenure, and the want of efficient management, has frequently ended in the demoralization of the tenantry, and the serious injury of the property. In the year 1849, it was estimated that, on the lowest calculation, estates in Ireland to the value of £1,500,000 per annum were under the care of the courts.2


Act for the Sale
of Incumbered
Estates.
The injury to the country arising from the embarrassment of the landed proprietors, has been in some degree lessened by the introduction of the Act for the Sale of Incumbered Estates. Hitherto the working of this act seems satisfactory, and it has doubtless effected and will probably continue to effect a large amount of good. At the same time, it should be remembered that this act was intended to apply only to such estates as were heavily incumbered, and even in such cases it provides no security against the future accumulation of similar difficulties. It is merely
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Only a measure of
temporary relief.
a measure of temporary relief, framed to meet a particular exigency: useful as the basis of future reforms, but by no means superseding the necessity for them. This appears to be generally admitted, and a strong feeling exists in the public mind as to
Importance of
perpetuating the
principle on which
it is founded.
the importance of perpetuating the principle on which the Incumbered Estates Act is founded, and of extending its operation.


Possession of land
in some degree
a trust for the benefit of society.
The possession of land should be so far considered as a trust for the benefit of society at large, that no
No private arrangements
should interfere
with the public
good.
private arrangements should be permitted to interfere with the public good, by impeding those improvements which may be necessary to render the soil as productive as possible. In the absence of all restrictions, the interests of the individual owner perfectly coincide with those of society, and will secure for the public the best management and the largest production. But when human laws separate those interests which nature has united, that security for proper management is lost which individual instincts afford.
Injurious operation of present
system of settlements.
Under the present complicated and costly system of settlements, it has been shewn that the interest of the owner is generally so limited, that the permanent improvement of the estate cannot be carried out by him, consistently with his private advantage. The same restrictions frequently prevent him from selling it, or leasing it on such terms as would induce his tenant to undertake its improvement. These difficulties have been often recognized, and attempts



Chapter VI.
nave been made to obviate them, by increasing the leasing powers of the tenant for life, in favour of certain special objects. If, therefore, the system of settlements is to continue, this power ought to be extended. It appears to us that no land should be permitted to be tied up by settlements, so as to lessen its value to the community; but that the general interests of the public should be secured,
Remedy suggested
by the existence of some person recognized by law as the absolute owner of the estate, with full powers for sale or leasing. The special interests of the parties under the settlement may be guarded, by transferring the trust, in the event of sale, from the land to the money for which it is sold.3


Powers of sale
under a settlement usual in
England, but not
in Ireland.
Powers of sale are generally given to the trustees of a settlement in England, and are often found to be very useful. It is not easy to assign a reason why this practice is so rarely followed in Ireland. There is a vast amount of funded and other property completely in the power of trustees, in the management of which fraud very rarely occurs; and there seems no reason to believe that land under a similar system would be less safe. The act of the trustee should always be maintained in favor of a bona‐fide purchaser or tenant; and an
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ordinary suit, in case of breach of trust, would as effectually secure the rights of the landowner as of the fundholder. The proper security against breaches of trust, in landed as in other property, consists in choosing trustees of prudence and integrity, rather than in tying up their hands in a manner which often proves highly injurious both to the property in question and to the public.


Another serious obstacle to the free sale and transfer of land results from the law of debtor and creditor. With the exception of the temporary jurisdiction of the Incumbered Estates Court, to which we have already referred, a creditor has no effectual means of enforcing his claims upon his debtor’s real estate, except by tedious and expensive proceedings in the court of Chancery.
The delays of
Chancery proceedings for a sale
hurtful to all
parties.
The various delays incident to such proceedings are hurtful not merely to the creditor, but to the debtor and to the public at large. They not only impede the creditor in any attempt to sell the land, but they prevent the debtor from freeing the remainder of his estate by the sale of a part; and the want of efficient management while the estate is in Chancery is subversive of the public interest. Justice requires that a creditor should have prompt and ample power of recovery against the property of his debtor, whatever it may consist of; and whether the debtor may have been engaged in trade or in agriculture.
Bankrupt law
should extend to
all persons, whether traders or
not.
There does not appear to be any sufficient reason why the provisions of the bankrupt law should not be extended to all persons unable
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to discharge their engagements, whether traders or not. Farming is in reality a trade; and it appears anomalous that the production of flax or corn should be conducted under different laws from the manufacture of linen or bread.


The state of the
law of real property injurious to
the condition of
the tenantry.
The condition of the tenants is also seriously affected by the present state of the laws which regulate real property. The heavy expenses of transfer, by discouraging the sale of land in lots of moderate size, deprive them of the opportunity of
The want of a
secure tenure hinders improvement
by tenants.
investing their savings in land, and thus becoming the farmers of their own estates. The want of a secure tenure for the farms they now hold has the inevitable effect of impeding their improvement. In many parts of Ireland leases are rare, and the occupants hold merely from year to year. When a lease is given, it is occasionally found that the landlord has exceeded or unduly exercised his leasing powers, and the lease is consequently void.
All improvements
by the tenants on
or in the soil become the landlord’s property.
All improvements made by the tenant in or upon the soil become the property of the landlord; immediately, if the tenancy be at will; or at the termination of the lease, if there be a lease. This rule greatly increases the evils arising from the want of a secure tenure. If the tenant have no lease, he knows that any additional value he may give to his farm, whether by his capital or his industry, renders him liable to a demand for increased rent. If he hold by a lease, the same cause gives importance to any technicality which may render it invalid; and whenever the lease
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terminates, the landlord may take possession of the land with all the improvements, and the tenant has no claim for compensation.


Similar causes
prevent improvements by either
landlord or tenant
Thus, similar causes prevent the improvement of the land, and the erection of suitable farm‐buildings by either landlord or tenant; the former, because he has only a life interest, will not expend money for the benefit of his heir; and the latter, because he has no security for the enjoyment of his improvements, will not devote his labour or his capital for the benefit of his landlord.
Landlord cannot
guarantee compensation for improvements on a
settled estate.
The landlord, when the estate is under settlement, cannot guarantee to his tenant compensation for his improvements; for such a contract would not bind his successor. The honour and kindly feeling of his landlord are the only substitute the tenant can obtain for a fair mercantile contract; and this is too precarious an assurance to rely upon. It is not surprising that the Irish farmer, without security of tenure, without the requisite farm buildings, without any adequate motive to effect improvements, and without the power of making any valid agreement which might induce him to do so, should have hitherto made little progress in agriculture.


If there be full
freedom of contract, agreements
may be expected
in all cases.
If perfect freedom of contract in the letting and hiring of land be obtained; and if such facilities be afforded to both parties, as may enable them to form whatever contracts may suit their mutual convenience; it seems probable that land will rarely
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be taken even for a single year without a definite agreement. Such agreement, when both parties are free, will no doubt provide for the question of improvements. But as cases may arise, in which land will be taken without any specific agreement in this respect, it is desirable that the law should define the just rights of both parties in the absence of a special contract.


Under the present law improvements made by
the tenant become
the property of
the landlord.
Under the present law, all improvements made in the land, all buildings erected on it, everything attached to it, is irremoveable, and becomes the property of the landlord. The only exception to this rule is in the case of trees planted by the tenant, and registered under an act of the Irish parliament, the 23rd and 24th Geo. III. c. 39. The tenant is even liable to an action for dilapidation, if, by his neglect, he suffer the buildings erected by himself to get out of repair. This law, in Ireland at least, is generally admitted to be inexpedient, and to have worked badly. When there is no specific agreement to the contrary, the tenant is not required to expend his capital in the erection of buildings, or in the improvement of the soil. He is bound not to deteriorate, but he is not bound to improve; and if he surrender the property in as good condition as he received it, and has paid his rent, the requirements of justice are fulfilled.
Has not the tenant an equitable
claim to improvement, effected by
himself?
Can any valid reason be assigned against his claim in equity to the improvements effected by himself? There may be considerable difficulty
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Difficulty in securing his rights
by law.
in securing his rights by law to those improvements which, being effected in the soil itself, are not capable of being again detached from it. But no such difficulty exists with respect to erections on the land which are capable of being removed, and which still possess a marketable value. It may be that if the tenant who built a house have no other alternative but to take it down and sell the materials, he will get much less for it than it would have been worth to the landlord; but this seems no reason for depriving him of it altogether. And if the house be valuable where it stands, the two parties concerned would almost invariably succeed in coming to some agreement which would prevent such a waste of property.
What should be
the rule of law in
the absence of a
contract.
Is it not therefore both just and expedient, that in the absence of any contract respecting them, all improvements erected by the tenant upon the land, and which may be capable of being removed without injury to the land itself, should be his own property, and treated accordingly? and that, if practicable, such legal provisions should be made, as would entitle him to compensation for the unexhausted value of any improvement in the soil effected within a limited period? At the same time, a cheap, certain, and speedy remedy should be given to the landlord, for any neglect of the tenant to perform the covenants agreed to in the lease. If sufficient facilities for contracts be given, it is not probable that a solvent tenant will agree
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to burdensome covenants; and the landlord will soon understand his own interest sufficiently not to desire to impose them.4


The present law
of distress injurious to both
landlord and
tenant.
The law of distress, which includes the prior right of the landlord to seize the property on his land for nonpayment of rent, appears to us to have had an injurious effect on both landlords and tenants. It has increased the evils of insecurity of tenure; because the occupying tenant, even though he has paid his own rent to his immediate landlord, is liable to be distrained if the rent of any of the superior lessees remain unpaid. Should the tenant require banking accommodation, it places a great difficulty in his way; and too often forces him to submit to ruinous terms in order to raise money.
Lowers the credit of the tenant.
The preference given to the claim for rent over the other debts of the tenant, and the possibility of serious loss which frequently arises from the summary seizure of the tenant’s goods, lower his credit, and incapacitate him from offering the security necessary to obtain money on fair terms.




Chapter VI.
Renders the landlord less careful
of the character
of the person to
whom he lets his
land.
The priority thus given to the landlord renders him less careful of the character of his tenant; and induces him, from a reliance on the facilities for the recovery of his rent which the power of distress affords, to let his land to the highest bidder, without reference to his capital or his means of keeping his engagements. This practice has had a serious effect in deteriorating the character of the tenantry in Ireland. It has subjected the farmer possessed of capital to an unfair competition, by admitting the offers of persons who, having nothing to lose, were willing to offer any rent in order to obtain possession of land.
Injurious effects
particularly felt
in the case of
middlemen.
These injurious effects have been particularly felt as respects the farms held under middlemen. If the power of distress, by which they were enabled to enforce their claims before other creditors, had not existed, they would hardly have obtained a profit‐rent sufficient to induce them to place themselves between the head landlord and the tenant. The law of distress enabled the middleman to raise the rent of land by the competition of paupers. It enabled him to collect that rent whenever the produce of the farm was sufficient; and, even when the crop proved insufficient, to take from the tenant all beyond a bare subsistence; so that the arrears remained a charge against the better produce of a future year. Thousands of active and energetic farmers have been driven out of Ireland by the operation of this law; which has swelled the rent‐rolls of the
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landlords, and encumbered their estates with a pauper tenantry; while those who declined to enter into this ruinous competition, or their descendants, are now cultivating land of their own in Canada or the United States.


The checks upon
the exercise of
this right have
lessened its value
to the landlord.
The oppressive nature of the right of distress has been so strongly felt, that various checks have from time to time been placed on its exercise. The result is, that its value to the landlord has been greatly lessened, while its injurious effects to the tenant remain in full force.
Landlord’s power
of recovering possession of his land
much more
limited.
At the same time that these extraordinary powers have been given to the landlord for the recovery of rent, his power for recovering possession of his land, in the event of non‐payment, has been much more limited. He seldom can effect this object at a less cost than two years’ rent, besides expensive litigation; and he is often obliged, from the defective state of the law, to pay the tenant for giving up to him his own land. The undue advantages which the law gives him in the one case, and the difficulty of enforcing his rights in the other, have proved materially injurious to both parties.5


Some peculiarities
in the position of
a landlord which
distinguish him
from other creditors.
There are some peculiarities in the position of a landlord which distinguish him from other creditors, and which induce many to think him entitled to peculiar privileges. This subject has not hitherto
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This subject deserved attention.
received the attention its importance demands, and which we think it must shortly receive. It appears to us worthy of serious consideration, whether it would not be right that rent should be considered as a simple contract debt, recoverable in the same way as other debts; that the landlord should have no priority over other creditors; but that ample facilities should, at the same time, be afforded him to obtain possession of his land, if the rent be not paid.


Present difficulty
of enforcing contracts between
landlord and tennant injurious to
both parties.
Nor are the difficulties of enforcing the reciprocal rights of landlord and tenant confined to the punctual payment of rent, and the peaceful surrender of land. If means existed for enforcing the due performance of other covenants between these parties, the ruinous practice of exhausting land during the last years of a lease could be effectually checked; but under present circumstances all such covenants are practically useless. The power to enforce the observance of contracts is not less important than perfect freedom in making them; yet it is stated by a barrister of high legal reputation, who recently investigated this subject, that “in the ordinary class of tenancies, a landlord or tenant is without any practical remedy to enforce any of his rights, save the payment of rent; and that the modes of enforcing even this first duty are oppressive and inadequate.”6
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Agrarian outrages
The agrarian outrages which have so deeply stained the character of Ireland, have lately appeared in an aggravated form where they were least expected to arise. It is due to society that every right effort should be made to secure life and property. But experience has abundantly shown that it is not sufficient to endeavour to repress crime by the terrors of the law: it is also necessary to search out the proximate and remote causes, and, by removing the temptations to crime, to diminish its amount. Far be it from us to extenuate the enormity or to palliate the guilt of these dreadful outrages; yet they have exciting causes, which should, if possible, be removed. The objects of these agrarian disturbances are various, but they always imply a contest between the landlords and the tenants—whether to obtain the possession of land, to prevent ejectment, to obtain a reduction, to prevent an advance of rents, or from vindictive motives. Their existence indicates a degree of energy and determination grievously misdirected, and they rarely appear in a very distressed district.
Unknown in
many districts.
Throughout a very large part of Ireland, such outrages are as little known as they are in England. We are convinced that if a good system of laws for the regulation of real property had existed, so large an amount of agrarian crime would never have disgraced our country.


Many remedies
proposed.
Many remedies have been proposed, with the view of promoting the improvement of the country.
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Ulster Tenant
right.
The Ulster tenant‐right depends merely on the good feeling and sense of justice of the landlords, joined with the fear that an infringement of what the tenants have esteemed their rights might produce serious disturbances. It does not effect perfect security in Ulster, and it appears to us impracticable to extend it by law to the rest of Ireland.


Fixity of tenure.
To give the tenants a perpetuity at the present rents, or at a valuation, as proposed by the advocates of Fixity of tenure, would be to violate the rights of property, by confiscating the interests of the landlord for the advantage of the tenant. Injustice can never be expedient, and so long as the present laws respecting the transfer of land remain in operation, it does not appear to us that it would be permanently beneficial to the party for whose advantage it is proposed.
Legal right to
compensation.
Again, the plan of giving the tenant a legal right to compensation for improvements, subject to all the restrictions and limitations which the various measures hitherto proposed in Parliament have contained, would appear to us to be an additional complication of the law, harassing and vexatious to the landlord, and delusive to the tenant.


Freehold Land
Societies.
Freehold Land Societies for the creation of peasant proprietors, and
Farmers’ Estate
Companies.
Farmers’ Estate Companies, to create a class of yeomanry cultivating their own estates, are necessarily too limited in their operation to have any immediate or general effect. Unless



Chapter VI.
our laws respecting land be simplified, these small estates will be much less valuable than they might be made under other circumstances. The expenses necessarily incurred in the sale and transfer of small properties, being relatively more oppressive than in larger ones, will render it less profitable to hold land in small parcels; and it may be anticipated that the newly created small estates will again be gradually absorbed by the large ones.


Removal of restrictions which
interfere with the
free use of the
land, proposed as
a remedy.
The remedy we venture to propose is the removal of all restrictions, whether of law or practice, which interfere with the free use of the land for the various purposes of human industry. We advocate neither large nor small farms; neither peasant proprietors nor large estates; but simply that every facility should be given for the sale and transfer of land, and for the making and enforcing of fair agreements between landlords and tenants. We are aware that the passions of men and the temptations to which our fallen nature is liable must continue to produce both moral and physical evil; and will shew themselves in the social and political condition of the country, as in every relation of life. But it appears to us that these evils are greatly increased by the defective and uncertain working of complicated laws; and that it is necessary to free the agricultural population from these trammels, in order to give full scope to any measures which may be introduced for the elevation of their condition.
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The objects of legislation respecting land.
The first object of legislation with respect to all dealings connected with land is, to guard against all restrictions or arrangements which practically interfere with the freedom of contract, or which impede the free operation of individual interests. The second is, to make such provisions as may be required for those cases in which contracts are imperfect or wholly wanting.
All unnecessary
interference to be
avoided.
Simplicity of legislation is of great importance; and all unnecessary interference with that mode of management which private interests may dictate, is by all means to be avoided. The legislation on this subject should therefore be permissive and enabling, not compulsory.
All parties should
be placed on a
footing of complete equality.
If all parties connected with land be placed on a footing of complete equality, if perfect facility of forming and enforcing valid contracts be given them, the arrangements which their mutual interests will suggest will ensure the greatest benefit to themselves and to the public.
Measures suggested would not injure any class.
The measures here suggested would not injure any class. If landed property were treated as a regular article of commerce, the owners would be benefited, for its price would rise.
Beneficial results
which may be anticipated.
The increased security of title and the facility of sale would at once produce an increased demand. The same effect would be produced by the facility of selling estates in lots of moderate size. Many small capitalists, who have hitherto been altogether excluded from the market, would be able to purchase land, and would by their competition raise the price. The capitalists
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Beneficial results
which may be anticipated.
would be benefited; because a new and secure
investment for their capital would be opened; and
money which now seeks a precarious return in
foreign securities, would be employed in giving increased fertility to the soil of our own country. The occupiers of land would be benefited; because they would be secured in the enjoyment of what their own industry had produced; and they would find at home those motives for exertion, which are now urging so many to quit their native land, in the reasonable hope of bettering their condition. The public at large would also be benefited; because the increased number of persons possessing landed property, and the greater facility of acquiring it, would promote the preservation of peace and order.


No time to be lost
in effecting social
reforms.
There is no time to lose in effecting these reforms. The present state of the country, while it exhibits some indications of improvement, is such as to cause deep anxiety even to the most hopeful. The strong tendency to emigration still continues to diminish a population, which, in the midst of peace, has experienced a decrease such as the ravages of war have rarely or never produced; and it seems to have completely severed the ties which bound the people to their native land.


Conclusion.
Yet, although the present is dark, and the future uncertain, we are disposed to regard the prospects of the country with hope. Some of the causes of pauperism, which have heretofore been
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overlooked, are now forced on men’s notice. Our misfortunes are no longer contemplated with surprise, but are regarded as the natural result of our social arrangements. The consideration of those arrangements ought to explain the causes of our past distress and to point out the remedies. If those remedies be fully and fairly applied, we venture to indulge the hope that, under the blessing of Him who ruleth in the kingdoms of men, the social state of our country will rapidly improve, and Ireland ere long attain to a degree of prosperity in remarkable contrast with her past severe sufferings.



By order of the Committee,
Jonathan Pim, Secretary.

Dublin, 5th of Eighth‐month, 1852.





1 See a remarkable illustration of the injurious effects which may arise from want of leasing power, given in Dr. Hancock’s valuable work, “Impediments to the Prosperity of Ireland,” chap. xix., page 85.



2 It is to be hoped that the recent legislation for the amendment of the proceedings in the court of Chancery may obviate, or at least diminish, many of these difficulties.



3 It may be said that the system of settlements is not the result of restrictive laws, but of an habitual mode of exercising ownership which the law has not interfered to prevent. This is no doubt true. The restrictions are produced by the act of the owner, while yet free, executing an instrument by which he places fetters on himself or his successors; and the restrictions thus self‐imposed in most cases place serious impediments in the way of the full development of the resources of the property.



4 There has been some change in the law in this respect, by the act of last session, the 14th and 15th Vict., chap. 25, which enacts that buildings erected by the tenant with the written consent of the landlord, whether they be detached or connected with buildings previously existing, shall be the property of the tenant, and removable by him, even if permanently fixed to the soil; provided the tenant leave the land and the buildings belonging to the landlord in as good condition as they were in before the erection of any buildings so removed. The act further requires the tenant to give a month’s notice of his intention to remove the improvements; giving the landlord the option of taking them at a valuation, to be ascertained by two referees mutually appointed. This appears to be an acknowledgment of the equity of the principle advocated above, and a precedent for its application.



5 There has been some recent legislation which has given increased facilities to landlords to recover possession, when the rent is not paid, or when the land is deserted by the tenant.



6 “Report on the Legislative Measures requisite to facilitate the adoption of commercial contracts respecting the occupation of land in Ireland.” By Robert Longfield, Esq.








APPENDIX.






APPENDIX I.



Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in Ireland.



	

	RICHARD ALLEN,

	JOSEPH ALLEN,

	EDWARD ALEXANDER,

	EDWARD BARRINGTON,

	RICHARD BARRINGTON,

	JOSEPH BEWLEY,

	SAMUEL BEWLEY,

	THOMAS BEWLEY,

	WILLIAM DOYLE,

	JOSHUA HARVEY, M.D.

	WILLIAM HOGG,

	WILLIAM MALONE,



	

	THOMAS PIM,

	JAMES PIM, JUN.

	JONATHAN PIM,

	WILLIAM HARVEY PIM,

	THOMAS PIM, JUN.

	JAMES PERRY,

	HENRY PERRY,

	WILLIAM ROBINSON,

	HENRY RUSSELL,

	THOMAS H. TODHUNTER,

	WILLIAM TODHUNTER,

	ADAM WOODS.








CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.


	WILLIAM J. BARCROFT, Bedford, Moy,

	JONATHAN PIKE, Beechgrove, Dungannon.

	THOMAS C. WAKEFIELD, Moyallen, Gilford,

	JAMES N. RICHARDSON, Lisburn,

	THOMAS HANCOCK, Lisburn,

	JOHN PIM, Jun. Belfast,

	THOMAS CLIBBORN, Hall, Moate,

	MARCUS GOODBODY, Clara,

	THOMAS THACKER PIM, Mountmelick,

	RICHARD DOWD, Brusna Mills, Roscrea,

	JAMES FORBES, Christianstown, Kildare,

	JOSEPH HAUGHTON, Ferns,

	JOSEPH MALCOMSON, Mayfield, Portlaw,

	BENJAMIN GRUBB, Clonmel,

	JOHN ABELL, Limerick,

	WILLIAM WOODS, Limerick,

	ABRAHAM BEALE, Cork,

	EBENEZER PIKE, Cork,

	THOMAS HARVEY, Youghal,

	JOSHUA W. STRANGMAN, Waterford,

	THOMAS WHITE JACOB, Waterford.






SECRETARIES.


	JOSEPH BEWLEY,

	JONATHAN PIM.




TREASURERS:


	JOSEPH BEWLEY,

	JAMES PERRY,

	THOMAS PIM, JUN.








Auxiliary Committees.


CORK.


	

	ABRAHAM BEALE,

	EBENEZER PIKE,

	WILLIAM HARVEY,

	THOMAS WRIGHT,



	

	JOSEPH HARVEY,

	JOSHUA BEALE,

	THOMAS HARVEY, Youghal

	ABRAHAM FISHER, Youghal





	WATERFORD.


	

	RICHARD ALLEN,

	JOSHUA WILLIAM STRANGMAN,

	THOMAS W. JACOB,

	JOSEPH S. RICHARDSON,

	THOMAS ROBINSON WHITE,



	

	GEORGE WHITE,

	JAMES WALPOLE,

	SAMUEL WHITE,

	THOMAS H. STRANGMAN.





	CLONMEL.


	

	BARCLAY CLIBBORN,

	JOSEPH CLIBBORN,

	ROBERT DAVIS,

	WILLIAM DAVIS,

	THOMAS J. GRUBB,

	JOSEPH GRUBB,



	

	BENJAMIN GRUBB,

	JOHN HUGHES,

	THOMAS HUGHES,

	SAMUEL FAYLE,

	JOSHUA MALCOMSON,

	JOHN T. PIM.





	LIMERICK.


	

	JAMES ALEXANDER,

	JOHN ABELL,

	WILLIAM ALEXANDER,

	THOMAS FITT,



	

	ISAAC W. UNTHANK,

	JAMES HARVEY,

	SAMUEL ALEXANDER,

	WILLIAM WOODS.












Districts assigned to the care of each Auxiliary Committee.


CORK.—The County of Cork.—The County of Kerry, except the two Baronies of Iraghticonnor and Clanmaurice.—Two Baronies of the County of Waterford, viz.: Coshmore and Coshbride, and Decies within Drum.


WATERFORD.—Three Baronies of the County of Waterford, viz.: Gaultier, Middlethird, and Decies without Drum.—The County of Kilkenny.—The County of Wexford.


CLONMEL.—The County of Tipperary, except the three Baronies of Upper Ormond, Lower Ormond, and Owney and Arra.—Two Baronies of the County of Waterford, viz.: Glenahiry, and Upperthird.


LIMERICK.—The County of Limerick.—The County of Clare.—Two Baronies of the County of Kerry, viz.: Iraghticonnor, and Clanmaurice.—Three Baronies of the County of Tipperary, viz.: Upper Ormond, Lower Ormond, and Owney and Arra.—Four Baronies of the County of Galway, viz.: Kiltartin, Loughrea, Leitrim, and Longford.








Address of the Committee to the members of the Society of Friends in Ireland.


A visitation of Divine Providence blighting that species of food which has hitherto formed the chief sustenance of a large proportion of the population of this country, has reduced multitudes around us to a condition of sore and pressing want; and in venturing to look forward to the approaching period, when the remnant of the potato crop may be generally consumed, the consideration becomes truly appalling. So extensive is the calamity, that the exertions of the benevolent, as to any general and united action, appear to have been to a considerable degree paralyzed, and a disposition is evinced to leave to the Government alone, the task of providing food for the people. Under these trying circumstances, it is incumbent on us to consider what is the duty required at our hands. Much has been done and is doing, by those charged with the administration of public affairs, to relieve the existing distress; and in the great extent of public works now in progress, there is evidence of their earnest endeavours to afford that assistance which could hardly be done by any combination of private persons. We regret to observe, that these endeavours are not everywhere seconded by the zealous and disinterested co‐operation of the inhabitants of the respective districts; and we consider it highly important that an example of energetic, united, and well directed effort, by independent individuals of all classes, should be exhibited much more generally than it has hitherto been. Without such hearty co‐operation, the measures of the government cannot be fully carried out; and it is to be remembered, that a large amount of the prevailing distress can only be reached by the exercise of private benevolence; and that for want of accommodation in the union poor houses, adequate to the present exigency, a vast number of infirm persons, widows, and fatherless, unless otherwise cared for, are in danger of actual starvation.


We are persuaded that these considerations need not to be urged on many whom we now address, but that their hearts have already been deeply affected in witnessing and hearing of the destitution around them; and it is no unimportant part of the work now before us, to contribute to the help of these by diffusing information collected from the experience of others, whereby their willing labours may be so directed as to effect the largest amount of good with the means at their disposal. We learn with great satisfaction that our friends, in several of the towns where they reside, have already formed associations, raised considerable funds, and adopted judicious measures of relief; and we trust their example will encourage similar proceedings elsewhere.




In recommending to the members of our Society to act in concert in this matter, we feel earnestly desirous that, individually and as a body, we may be found performing our duty on the present occasion. Many of us partake largely of the Lord’s outward gifts; and it is surely incumbent on us to be prompt in manifesting our sense of His unmerited bounty, by offices of christian kindness to our suffering fellow‐creatures. May we prove ourselves faithful stewards of the substance entrusted to us. Some of our friends possess opportunities of usefulness, but are so situated that they can have few if any helpers; we hope these will not be discouraged from doing what they can. Others may with propriety and very usefully co‐operate with their neighbours of other religious professions, in relief associations, whether of a local or general nature. Let each seek to know his or her own proper line of service, and be diligent in occupying it. In forming a Central Committee of Friends, it is believed that this course is right for us as a body, and also that our exertions, thus combined and concentrated, are likely to be more efficient, and more useful to the community at large.


We invite our friends who have to spare, after administering to the necessities of those immediately around them, to forward their contributions to the central fund. It is far from our desire to divert, out of the channel in which they may be most use fully employed, the pecuniary supplies required for local wants; but it will be seen that a central fund affords facilities for equalizing the burden, and enabling the strong more effectually to help the weak. We would also remind our friends, that there are extensive rural districts, remote from the residence of any members of our society, wherein destitution prevails to an extent of which no adequate conception is likely to be formed by those who have not witnessed it. The accounts that reach us, of the state of the population in some of these districts, are deeply affecting. We learn, also, that these poor people bear their sufferings with exemplary patience; and that there are but few instances of the turbulence and outrage that have occurred in neighbourhoods where much less distress prevails. We appeal to the liberality of all whose hearts are touched with compassion for those enduring such privations, to enable us to extend a hand of help to some of these patient and uncomplaining sufferers.


We are aware of the arduous nature of the engagement now before us, and of the labour and responsibility inseparable from a faithful distribution of money subscribed for such an object. Whatever may be the extent of the funds likely to be entrusted to us, they can relieve but a very small portion of the prevalent distress; and to witness destitution far surpassing the means of relief, is not the least of the trials which may await us. We are greatly encouraged, however, by the cordial assurance given us by our friends in various parts of Ireland, of their approbation



of the present undertaking; as well as by the lively interest manifested by our brethren in Great Britain, whose valuable assistance has been freely offered. In preparing to enter upon our labours, we humbly hope for the blessing of Him who can alone strengthen for every good work.


The measures to be pursued have already occupied our close attention; but the circumstances which claim our consideration are so diversified, that we believe no uniform course of proceeding can be safely adhered to; we must therefore ask our friends to confide largely in our discretion. Those who are conversant with measures of public relief to the poor, are well aware that difficulties encompass them on every hand; and there are circumstances in the social condition of the people of this country, and in the character of the present calamity, which greatly multiply these difficulties. In venturing to take a small share in this work, our desire is to assist in feeding the hungry, with as little violation as possible of those wholesome checks which in times of scarcity tend to arrest improvidence; and avoiding, as far as the nature of the case may admit, all interference with the ordinary traffic in provisions. The establishment of soup shops in towns and thickly inhabited places, we believe to be especially suitable at the present time; not only as free from some of the disadvantages attending the distribution of other kinds of food, but as furnishing a cheap and nutritious kind of diet, well adapted to counteract the ill effects of the unwholesome vegetable food, which, during the present season, has to a great extent been in use. We hope much good may be done, in encouraging the formation of these institutions, by seasonable grants of money in aid of local collections. Grants may also be made to relief committees, and trust‐worthy individuals pursuing suitable measures of relief; such grants, as far as practicable, to be in aid of, and not to supersede local contributions. Should the funds placed at our disposal enable us to carry out these measures to much extent, they will in many cases require to be coupled with a close personal investigation, by members of the committee or confidential agents, into the circumstances of remote districts and the relief operation in progress. But we shall not be expected on this occasion to enter into much detail, or even to glance at the various ways likely to open, for mitigating the widely spread distress prevailing at the present time, and which may be but a foretaste of sufferings yet to come.


There are some considerations, arising out of the subject now before us, to which we would in conclusion briefly advert. Whilst the weight of the present dispensation chiefly descends upon the poor, there are in it lessons of solemn instruction and warning to us all. The failure of the most learned and acute investigators of natural phenomena, to discover either cause or remedy for the blight of the potato, presents a remarkable instance



of the limited extent of human knowledge. Although but a portion of the fruits of the earth be hitherto stricken, we know not how far it may consist with the designs of the Almighty to stay or to extend this visitation. The unseen influence which causes one vegetable to wither, may render fruitless all the labour of the husbandman; and it needs but the turning of the same Almighty Hand, to spread sickness and desolation where health and abundance now dwell. Let none presume to think, that the summons to deep and serious thoughtfulness, and to a close searching of heart, does not extend to him. We may justly regard this event as a call to humiliation; and in contrasting the habits of luxury of the rich with the poverty always existing around them, who can venture to say that “pride and fulness of bread” are not, in the case of this nation, as in that of a people formerly, amongst our prominent offences in the Divine sight? But, with these reflections, there are some which seem especially to belong to the members of our religious society. Which of us have ever experienced what it is to want food? and probably there are few, if any, of those we now address, who in the present season of distress suffer any material abridgment of their usual comforts. May none of our hearts be lifted up by these things, or betrayed into forgetfulness of our dependent condition, and of our utter unworthiness of the least of the Lord’s mercies; for surely to each of us belongs the humbling enquiry, “Who maketh thee to differ from another, and what hast thou that thou didst not receive?”



Signed on behalf of the Committee,

JOSEPH BEWLEY,

JONATHAN PIM,

Secretaries

Dublin, 30th of Eleventh‐month, 1846.
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Address of the Committee to the Members of the Society of Friends in England.


The appalling calamity which, in the permission of Divine Providence, has fallen upon vast numbers of our fellow‐subjects in Ireland, by the almost total failure of the potato crop, was brought before the Meeting for Sufferings on the 6th of Eleventh‐month last. It was concluded to convene a general meeting of men Friends in and about London, with a view to consider the whole matter; and particularly to collect information, and take prompt and efficient measures for raising a liberal subscription throughout our Society in Great Britain, and for securing its honest and prudent distribution. The meeting was accordingly held on the 9th of the Eleventh‐month, and by adjournment on the 25th. At the adjourned meeting, three Friends from different parts of Ireland were present, and from them, and also from letters received in the interval in answer to enquiries which had been sent over to our Friends in that country, the meeting was put in possession of important and interesting information, abundantly confirming the extent and degree of the misery already existing in that country, and the probability of its further increase. The meeting, at the same time, received the gratifying intelligence that our Friends in Ireland had formed a central committee in Dublin; with arrangements for correspondents in the provinces, to collect further facts, and to obtain contributions, and distribute them in the most distressed districts; and that they had themselves commenced a liberal subscription. The meeting was also



informed that our friend William Foster, under a feeling of duty, had offered himself to go over to Ireland to co‐operate with our Irish Friends in a personal visit of inspection among the distressed, especially in the remote districts; in order to ascertain more exactly the nature and extent of the calamity, and the best mode of applying the funds which may be collected, as well as to discover trustworthy and suitable channels for their distribution; and also to assist in the formation of soup establishments, in the details and practical working of which he has for several years had considerable experience, among the destitute poor of the city of Norwich. This proposal was cordially received by the meeting; and, with the warm encouragement of his friends, he set out for Dublin on the 26th ult.


The following Friends were appointed as a committee in London:—



	

	JOHN ALLCARD,

	JOSEPH G. BARCLAY,

	HENRY CHRISTY,

	MILLIS COVENTRY,

	JOSIAH FORSTER,

	ROBERT FORSTER,

	WILLIAM FORSTER,

	JOSEPH T. FOSTER,

	THOMAS FOWLER,

	FRANCIS FOX,



	

	SAMUEL FOX,

	RICKMAN GODLEE,

	SAMUEL GURNEY,

	EDWARD HARRIS,

	JOHN HODGKIN,

	JOSEPH J. LISTER,

	THOMAS NORTON, JUN.,

	GEORGE STACEY,

	SAMUEL STURGE,

	CHARLES TYLOR,








to whom was referred the general carrying out of the concern, and especially the issuing of an address to Friends, and the setting on foot of a liberal subscription throughout the nation.


In appealing to our brethren and sisters to come forward with willing hearts and liberal hands on the present occasion, we feel that little is needed beyond a simple statement of the case; and the assurance that care will be taken to endeavour to secure the faithful and judicious application of the money which may be contributed.


We would remind our Friends, that the present is not the case of ordinary poverty seeking relief at the hand of charity, or of an appeal for a few added comforts for those who have already a supply of the bare necessaries of life. It is practically a case of famine, and the duties which the Divine law enjoins upon those who have towards those who have not, who are destitute of daily food and ready to perish, come into direct and literal application. We use the terms “practically a case of famine” advisedly, and with a sense of their awful import. There is, it is true, a large quantity of the fruits of the earth in Ireland. It is not a country in which, as a whole, the supply of either animal or vegetable food has failed; far otherwise. And many persons, when they reflect upon the stores of all kinds yet to be found in the ports and



warehouses and markets of that fruitful island, deny the existence of famine altogether. But as famine may exist in one town or province, though plenty may be found elsewhere in the same kingdom; so famine may exist for one class of the community, whilst the rest may have the command, in adequate quantity, though at an increased price, of all the necessaries of life. This is exactly the state of the case in Ireland. There are thousands and tens of thousands, especially in the southern and western parts of that country, who have not been wont to resort to money in order to satisfy the calls of hunger. If they have earned wages, their earnings have generally been employed in the payment of rent and the purchase of a few scanty articles of clothing; but this class, and those who have earned no wages at all, and consequently have been destitute of money, have in ordinary times been supported by the potatoes raised on their small plots of ground; and those who have been so destitute as to have neither money nor land, have been supplied with the same food by the liberality of others, often poor enough themselves, but still having, perhaps, more than a bare sufficiency of this prolific root.


In some places we learn, from undoubted sources, that the crop has wholly failed. In others, the quantity taken out of the ground was small. When cut into, the root was, to a great extent, rotten and black; and the little portion of tolerable food, which could be separated from that which was decayed, has with very many already come to an end, and with others is on the point of doing so. For those whose dependence was on this crop, and who have no money to buy other food, the failure of the potato is necessarily the failure of all; and must, if timely aid be not supplied, produce starvation. What is this but famine to this class of the people, who form, be it remembered, in some parts the entire population of the district; and not, like the poor in England, with neighbours in wealthy or in easy circumstances interspersed among them, and ready to hold out the hand of help. Whole families have been reduced to subsist on a single meal a day, of cabbage or similar vegetable food; and instances have already occurred of death from want.


We have not alluded to the rise in the prices of corn and other produce, consequent on the failure of the potato crop, because this may or may not continue: and whilst, to those who are able to earn scanty wages at the public works, or by any other description of labour, high prices must be a great aggravation of the sufferings occasioned by the loss of their potatoes; yet to the vast multitudes who have neither potatoes nor money, it is manifest that whether prices be high or low, the destitution must, if unrelieved by charity, be equally complete.


If any should urge the comprehensive measure of relief devised by the wisdom and foresight of the government, as a reason for withholding private charity, or for bestowing it with



a sparing hand; a little reflection will, we think, show the fallacy of such a plea, since there are many families, including the most distressed, to whom the government plan (judicious as it is) affords no relief whatever; able bodied labourers and boys alone being eligible to be put upon the public works; and many of these being unable to obtain employment, or having long to wait for it; and even among the able bodied there are many exceptional cases, which are excluded from the benefit of the arrangement. From what has been said, it will be seen that multitudes of infirm persons, widows, and fatherless, unless succoured by the hand of charity, are in danger of actual starvation; not to mention that where a family is large, and comprises many young children, females, or disabled persons, if there be one only of the household who receives ten pence a‐day from the government, the supply of the bare necessaries of life is hardly likely to suffice for them all. It should also be recollected, that in the sense in which we understand the term, there is no poor law in Ireland; for though the union houses are now provided as a resource for some of the aged and infirm, and in some instances for the destitute, yet this provision is, at the present time, wholly inadequate to the wants of the distressed districts, and there is no out‐door relief to rescue even from death by hunger.


It will be proper now to advert to the method to be pursued, in distributing the money which may be raised. We purpose maintaining a constant communication with our friends in Dublin; and the probability is, that by far the greater part of the funds with which we may be entrusted will be transmitted through them; as unity and centralization are, in a case like the present, important elements of a wise and prudent distribution. At the same time, we shall, in all probability, have to share with them, in some degree, the duty of selecting the districts to be relieved, and fixing the respective amounts to be allotted to each, and determining the particular mode in which the relief is to be afforded; besides occasionally bearing our part in other ways, in the responsibilities of this important trust.


Whilst we desire to avoid forming too sanguine expectations of the results of the bounty of our friends, or of the labours of the committees or their agents, we are not without hope that the benefits to arise from the efforts about to be made, will not be wholly confined to the relief of present destitution; but that, in some districts at least, plans may be set on foot and practical lessons taught, that may tend to substitute habits of providence and good management, for that degrading pauperism which has hitherto been the bane of the Irish peasantry.


It only remains for us to press upon our friends generally, (though we believe that many amongst them will not need our exhortation) the incumbent duty of giving liberally of their substance, whether it be small or great, for the rescue of our



suffering fellow‐subjects from the pangs of hunger, and from impending destruction. We afresh feel the force of those apostolic queries, “Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” “If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto them, ‘Depart in peace; be ye warmed and filled,’ notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body, what doth it profit?” And we trust that none among us will be found saying, “Who is my brother? who is my neighbour?” We believe that if we have a tender and enlightened conscience, we shall feel that we cannot rest in the enjoyment of the luxuries, or even the conveniencies of life with which we are blessed, without doing our part to alleviate the mass of human wretchedness, brought thus closely home to us by the urgency of the case, and by the tie which connects us with the sufferers as fellow‐subjects of the same empire. The present is a case in which we ought to be willing really to make a sacrifice, not merely to give to this object a part of that which we may customarily bestow on charity, but to come forward and part with that which it may cost us something to give up. Nor let any imagine that the evil is too great to grapple with, and that the very magnitude and extent of the destitution is therefore an excuse for not attempting to lessen it. That there may be innumerable cases which, after all, will not be relieved, is no argument against doing what we can for those which do come within our reach and within our means.


If there be one thousand of our fellow‐men who would perish if nothing were done, our rescue of one hundred from destruction is surely not the less a duty and a privilege, because there are other nine hundred whom we cannot save. Every £100 subscribed by Friends in Great Britain, and judiciously applied through the agency we have described, may supply food for two months to fifty families—or three hundred individuals, who might otherwise die of hunger. Let, then, the poor contribute their mite;—let those in moderate circumstances communicate freely of their good things to those who are ready to perish;—and let those who have large possessions bear in mind that they are but stewards thereof, and that they will have to give an account of their stewardship to Him who regardeth the prayer of the destitute, and doth not despise their prayer. And may we all remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”



On behalf of the Committee,
Charles Tylor,

Rickman Godlee.

Secretaries.

London, 2nd of Twelfth‐month, 1846.









Address to Friends in North America, from the Committee of the Society of Friends in London, appointed on the subject of the distress existing in Ireland.



Dear Friends,



That brotherly love and sympathy which have so long prevailed between us and our friends in America, induce us to communicate with you on a subject which is at present exciting a very deep and lively interest in the minds of Friends in this country.


You are, doubtless, already well aware of the existence of the awful calamity which has overspread a large part of Ireland. The almost total failure of the potato crop, on which so great a proportion of the inhabitants of that country depended for a supply of food, has occasioned destitution and famine to an alarming extent. This afflictive dispensation of Divine Providence early awakened the sympathies of Friends in Ireland and in England; and meetings of Friends were in consequence convened, both in Dublin and in London, to consider the subject. The meetings thus held entered with hearty concurrence upon the subject; and notwithstanding the large and comprehensive measures of the Government, for providing employment for able‐bodied labourers, and the partial efforts made in some quarters to raise collections for the distressed, it was felt that there was a part which Friends had to perform, and to which they were called to apply themselves with earnestness and zeal. Committees were accordingly appointed, by the said meetings respectively; and these committees are now in active operation, cordially and harmoniously labouring together.


The administrative part of the work of course rests, in great measure, with our friends in Ireland; and we have the satisfaction to inform you, that they have made wise and efficient arrangements for the fulfilment of their trust, and are acting in it with great zeal and assiduity. The appeal which has been made to Friends generally, in both countries, has been responded to with marked liberality; but we feel that the utmost that can be thus raised will be little indeed, in comparison with the magnitude of the calamity to be relieved,—a calamity affecting millions of our fellow‐subjects, and of the probable termination of which we cannot at present form any idea.


Our friends in Dublin have established a correspondence with their brethren in various parts of Ireland, with the view of collecting information and assisting in the distribution of relief; and our dear friend William Forster, under a feeling of duty, has offered himself to undertake a visit of inspection through the most destitute districts. This offer has been cordially encouraged by



his friends both in London and Dublin; and he has been for several weeks, and still is, laboriously employed in the prosecution of his arduous engagement. A friend resident in Ireland is associated with him therein; and they have been agreeably and usefully attended by one or more young men from this country. The reports received from these friends (of the first portion of which we send you a printed copy, together with our Address to Friends) furnish ample evidence that the accounts of the existing destitution had been by no means over‐stated; and prove that whilst a very commendable anxiety to succour the starving population around them, is more or less prevalent amongst the comparatively few who are of ability to do so in the respective districts, there is a crying necessity for all the additional aid that can be afforded; they also show that suitable channels are open for the distribution of the money which may be raised.


Our friends in Dublin have been diligently occupied in devising and perfecting plans, for prudently supplying relief in the districts thus visited; and also in investigating and meeting the claims which are beginning to pour in upon them from other quarters.


We have now briefly, and we are aware but imperfectly, given you to understand what is thus awakening our sympathy and our sorrow. We hear that you have, during the past year, been blessed with very fruitful harvests in many parts of your continent; and we wish, in thus communicating with you, not only to enlist your sympathies, but to open the way for your co‐operation; and to invite you, in the exercise of that enlarged commiseration which you will doubtless feel, to aid us in this work, by the supply of either food or money, as you may think fit.



Signed by order and on behalf of the Committee,


	

	Josiah Forster,

	Samuel Gurney,

	Robert Forster,

	Joseph Jackson Lister,

	Joseph T. Foster,

	John Allcard,

	John Hodgkin,

	Thomas Fowler,



	

	Francis Fox,

	Thomas Norton, Jun.,

	Samuel Sturge,

	Millis Coventry,

	Henry Christy,

	 

	Charles Tylor,

	Rickman Godlee,

	Secretaries.












Friends’ Meeting House, Houndsditch, London,

2nd of First‐month, 1847.







Statement of the Transactions of the London Committee.


The London Committee of the Society of Friends for Relief of the Distress in Ireland, was appointed on the 25th of Eleventh‐month, 1846, at a meeting which was an adjournment of one held on the 9th of the same, and called by circular for the purpose.


In the interval there were communications with several Friends in Ireland, whose statements fully confirmed the fears previously entertained, as to the amount of distress and the probability of its increase.


The meeting of the 25th received intelligence of the formation of the Central Relief Committee of Friends in Dublin, and of their having commenced a subscription. It was also informed that William Forster of Norwich had, under a feeling of duty, offered to proceed to Dublin, to co‐operate with the Central Committee there, in a personal visit of inspection to the most destitute districts of Ireland. His proposal was cordially accepted, and accordingly he set out on the following day.


The London Committee issued two addresses, one to the members of the Society of Friends in England, dated 2nd of Twelfth‐month, 1846, and another to Friends in North America, dated 2nd of First‐month, 1847. Both are inserted in this appendix. They also drew up and issued three reports, of the respective dates of 2nd of First‐month, and 17th of Third‐month, 1847, and 26th of Fifth‐month, 1848. In the last is given a statement of accounts to the end of the year 1847, which shows the total subscriptions, received by them up to that time, to have been £42,726 2s. Of this, a considerable amount was received from persons not members of the Society of Friends.


By the statement of accounts which is given in this Appendix, it will be perceived that nearly the whole of the donations acknowledged was entrusted, either in money or food, to the Central Relief Committee in Dublin for distribution, including the provisions shipped by the steam‐sloop “Scourge,” and the chartered steamer “Albert.” The free use of these vessels, to carry cargoes of food to the north‐western and western coasts of Ireland, was obtained through the representations made by the London Committee to the Admiralty. Edmund Richards and George Hancock volunteered to act as supercargoes. Extracts from their letters while on this service are inserted in Appendix III.


In the third report of the London Committee, details are given of a conference held in Dublin in Third‐month, 1847, when the distress was at its extreme point, between some of their members, deputed for that purpose, and the Central Relief Committee of Friends in Ireland, joined by deputations from the Auxiliary Committees of Cork, Limerick, Clonmel, and Waterford. On



this occasion, considerable discussion took place as to the propriety of applying part of the funds received to the encouragement of industry. It was, however, decided that the immediate pressure of want of food was, at that time, too severe to justify this appropriation. But the report states that the altered circumstances of the country, and the introduction of the amended Irish poor‐law, which authorized the administration of out‐door relief, afterwards led the London Committee, in common with that of Dublin, to the opinion that it had become desirable to apply a portion of the balance remaining in hands, to the promotion of plans of permanent industrial employment.


Narratives communicating information respecting the journey of William Forster, through some of the most suffering districts of Ireland, by Joseph Crosfield, James H. Tuke, William Dillwyn Sims and William Edward Forster, who accompanied him, were circulated by the London Committee among their contributors. Extracts from some of them are given in Appendix III.


A further statement of accounts of the London Committee to the end of the year 1851, not before published, has been communicated, and is inserted in this Appendix.






Statement of Accounts of the London Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, to 31st of Twelfth‐month, 1847.




	


		DR.
		£
		s.
		d.



		Subscriptions received
		42,726
		2
		0



		Received from the Treasury on account of freights paid.
		2,025
		11
		8



		Interest from bankers.
		300
		0
		0





	


		CR.
		£
		s.
		d.



		Remitted in money to Dublin Committee
		17,888
		9
		4



		Sundry small grants
		65
		0
		0



		Grant for the benefit of the Claddagh fishermen, near Galway
		100
		0
		0



		Expended in provisions, purchased in London and Liverpool, and forwarded from thence to various parts of Ireland, to be distributed there under the care of the Dublin Committee
		17,488
		3
		8



		Grants for Clothing per Ladies’ Committee
		1,020
		0
		0



		Printing and sundry expenses
		236
		17
		8



		Payments for freights for sundry cargoes from America
		2,025
		11
		8



		Balance
		6,227
		11
		4








		
		£45,051
		13
		8
		
		£45,051
		13
		8










Statement of Accounts of the London Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, from 31st of Twelfth‐month, 1847, to 31st of Twelfth‐month, 1851.




	

	DR.	£	s.	d.

	1847.

	To balance, as per statement in Third Report	6,227	11	4

	— Additional subscriptions since received	179	10	0

	— Interest from bankers	267	10	0




	

	CR.	£	s.	d.

	By grant to the Dublin Committee, chiefly for the relief of small farmers, in the summer of 1849	2,000	0	0

	— Grants to the British and Irish Ladies’ Association	624	12	11

	— Grant to James J. Fisher, for clothing for poor children	25	0	0

	— Sundry small grants for the promotion of Industrial employment	330	0	0

	— Grant to John Abell for encouraging the growth of Flax, and otherwise promoting industrial operations in the district of the Limerick Auxiliary Committee	200	0	0

	— Grant towards fitting up and maintaining a curing house at Galway	500	0	0

	— Cost of a fishing vessel and gear sent out to Galway; wages and expenses connected therewith1	1,027	0	1

	— Wages of fishing captain, sent from Cornwall to assist in the fishing and curing operations at Galway, and other expenses connected with those objects	352	16	5

	— Cost of 100 copies of Jonathan Pim’s book, “Condition and Prospects of Ireland,” for distribution	30	18	0

	— Printing and incidental expenses	132	19	11

	— Balance on hands, 31st of 12th month, 1851	1,451	4	0






		£6,674	11	4		£6,674	11	4












APPENDIX III.



EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE CONDITION OF IRELAND DURING THE YEARS 1846 AND 1847.



Extracts from Joseph Crosfield’s Report of his journey in company with William Forster, made to the London Relief Committee of the Society of Friends.



Roscommon, 3rd of 12th Month, 1846.


On the line of road between Athlone and Roscommon, the number of men and boys at work indicated the extent of distress in this region; there being no fewer than 900 upon the fifteen miles between these two towns; the total number receiving pay from government in the county of Roscommon being not less than 40,000. Many of these persons rent land, from one to five or six acres each; but from their crops of potatoes having altogether failed, they are in no better condition than the common labourers. The price of provisions is extremely high in this part of the country, the poor paying 2s. 9d. per stone of 14 lbs. for meal, and, when they buy it in smaller quantities, giving at the rate of 3s. 4d. per stone for it; so that a man who has a wife and family of five or six children to support out of 8d. per day, is scarcely removed from starvation. Government in this part of the country is paying the labourers 8d. per day subsistence money; but when the work that they have performed shall be measured and apportioned, there will probably be a further small sum for them to receive.





Boyle, 5th of 12th Month, 1846.


In this place, the condition of the poor previously to their obtaining admission into the work‐house is one of great distress; many of them declare that they have not tasted food of any kind for forty‐eight hours; and numbers of them have eaten nothing but cabbage or turnips for days and weeks. This statement is corroborated by the dreadfully reduced state in which they present themselves; the children especially being in a condition of starvation, and ravenous with hunger. Last year there were no such cases as these; the poor coming into the work‐house then from the pressure of temporary difficulties, and remaining there a comparatively short time.





Carrick‐on‐Shannon, 6th of 12th Month, 1846.


At this place our first visit was to the poor‐house; and as the Board of Guardians were then sitting for the admission of applicants, a most painful and heart‐rending scene presented itself; poor wretches in the last stage of famine imploring to be received into the house; women who had six or seven children



begging that even two or three of them might be taken in, as their husbands were earning but 8d. per day; which, at the present high price of provisions, was totally inadequate to feed them. Some of these children were worn to skeletons, their features sharpened with hunger, and their limbs wasted almost to the bone. From a number of painful cases, the following may be selected. A widow with two children, who for a week had subsisted on one meal of cabbage each day: these were admitted into the poor‐house, but in so reduced a state, that a guardian observed to the master of the house, that the youngest child would trouble them but a very short time. Another woman with two children, and near her confinement again, whose husband had left her a month before to seek for work, stated that they had lived for the whole of this week upon two quarts of meal and two heads of cabbage. Famine was written in the faces of this woman and her children. In reply to a question from William Forster, the guardians expressed their opinion that these statements were true. Of course, among so many applicants as there were in attendance, (110,) a great number were necessarily refused admittance, as there were but thirty vacancies in the house. The guardians appeared to exercise great discrimination and impartiality in the selection of the most destitute objects; but some of those who were rejected were so far spent, that it is doubtful if they would all reach their homes alive, as several of them had to walk five or six Irish miles. William Forster having expressed a wish to distribute bread to these poor creatures, that they might not go quite empty‐handed to their desolate houses, forty pounds weight of bread were procured, being all that on so short a notice could be obtained in the town of Carrick‐on‐Shannon. On this bread being given to them, the ravenous voracity with which many of them devoured it on the spot, spoke strongly of starvation, or of a state nearly approaching to it. One woman, however, was observed to eat only a very small portion of her bread, giving as a reason, that she had five other children at home to whom she was taking the bread, as without it there would not have been a morsel of food in their cabin that night.


Throughout this journey, it was William Forster’s observation that the children exhibit the effects of famine in a remarkable degree, their faces looking wan and haggard with hunger, and seeming like old men and women. Their sprightliness is entirely gone, and they may be seen sitting in groups by the cabin doors, making no attempt to play or to run after the carriages. Another indication of the distress of the country is, that the pigs and poultry have entirely disappeared, the poor having no longer any means of supporting them. To do the people justice, they are bearing their privations with a remarkable degree of patience and fortitude; and very little clamorous begging is to



be met with upon the roads; at least, not more than has been the case in Ireland for many years. The above is a very feeble attempt to convey an idea of the state of things in this district of the country. William Forster has completely formed the opinion, that the statements in the public newspapers are by no means exaggerated.








Extracts from James H. Tuke’s Report.



Stranorlar, County of Donegal,

10th of Twelfth‐month, 1846.


This county, like most others in Ireland, principally belongs to a few large proprietors, some of them unhappily absentees, whose large domains sometimes extend over whole parishes and baronies, and contain a population of from 8,000 to 12,000 inhabitants. Such, for instance, is the parish of Templecrone, with a population of 10,000 inhabitants; in which the only residents above the small farmers are, the agent, the Protestant clergyman, the parish priest, a medical man, and, perhaps, a resident magistrate, with the superintendent of police, and a few small dealers. The small farmers and cottiers live in miserable hovels, in a state of degradation and filth which it is difficult to believe the most barbarous nations ever exceeded. The farmers hold from one to ten, and, in rare cases, twenty acres of cultivatable land. Besides this, in many districts, they have the right of stray for young cattle over an immense extent of uncultivated land held in rundale, for which they pay small sums, according to the number of “cows’ grasses” taken. A very large proportion of the population of many districts are cottiers, who are poorer than the farmers; and who have no land except that on which their miserable hovels are built, the inhabitants depending almost entirely upon the potato for their subsistence, which they grow in “conacre.” The crops raised throughout this county are oats and potatoes; small patches of wheat may be seen near some of the towns, and occasionally a little flax. We have seen that more than two‐thirds of the population exist by means of agricultural pursuits; the food for the greater portion of whom has been, in former years, entirely potatoes, a few of the more comfortable only indulging in oatmeal. We believe that it would be fair to estimate that fully half of the population of Donegal subsisted wholly upon potatoes,—a crop which is as totally swept away from the face of the country as though it had never been. We never but once had potatoes offered us, and they were so bad we could not eat them.


Leaving Pettigoe we proceeded towards Stranorlar, through a wild, mountainous district, which displayed less poverty than those through which we had previously travelled. Small farms were scattered in all directions, and the number of cows, fowl,



&c., as well as the little stacks of oats, indicated that the inhabitants were not in a state of absolute destitution; however much their miserable hovels, often without window and chimney, and containing much live stock, in addition to the family, might lead a stranger to a contrary opinion. But we had already arrived at the conclusion, that a door‐way half blocked up by the dung‐heap is a sure sign of comparative wealth.





Dunfanaghy, 13th of Twelfth‐month, 1846.


Owing to the depth of the snow, and a constant succession of violent snow‐storms, we experienced much detention, and did not reach Dunfanaghy until long after dark.


A portion of the district through which we passed this day, as well as the adjoining one, is, with one exception, the poorest and most destitute in Donegal. Nothing, indeed, can describe too strongly the dreadful condition of the people. Many families were living on a single meal of cabbage, and some even, as we were assured, upon a little sea‐weed.


A highly respectable merchant in the town called upon us, and gave us much information upon the condition of the people in this district; which his business, the corn and flour trade, particularly enabled him to do. He entirely confirmed the previous statements of the widely spread suffering. The small farmers and cottiers had parted with all their pigs and their fowl; and even their bed‐clothes and fishing‐nets had gone for the one object, the supply of food. He stated that he knew many families of five to eight persons, who subsisted on 2½ lbs. of oatmeal per day, made into thin water‐gruel—about six ounces of meal for each! Dunfanaghy is a little fishing town, situated on a bay remarkably adapted for a fishing population: the sea is teeming with fish of the finest description, waiting, we might say, to be caught. Many of the inhabitants gain a portion of their living by this means; but so rude is their tackle, and so fragile and liable to be upset are their primitive boats or coracles, made of wickerwork over which sail cloth is stretched, that they can only venture to sea in fine weather; and thus, with food almost in sight, the people starve, because they have no one to teach them to build boats more adapted to this rocky coast, than those in use by their ancestors many centuries ago. This is but one among many instances of the wasted industrial resources of this country, which, whether in connection with the waters or the land, strike the eye of the stranger at every step. Besides the scanty and precarious living afforded by fishing, each cottier holds a portion of potato ground in “conacre;” and as the sea‐weed here is a most excellent manure, it requires very little trouble or skill to obtain a crop sufficient to support himself and his family in entire idleness for six or nine months of the year. In this district, the “conacre” tenant takes from the small farmer



a patch of ground, varying in size from half a rood to half an acre. This land the farmer ploughs and prepares for the “conacre” tenant, who sets his own seed, and draws the manure from the shore. He digs up his crop in autumn, but has no further right in the land; and in this neighbourhood he pays no rent for the use of it, the farmer considering the manure as a sufficient equivalent for its loan. In many other districts, however, the farmer not only ploughs but manures the land for the “conacre” tenant, who then pays him a considerable rent. We are told that the produce of half a rood of potatoes, thus easily obtained, would support a family of five to eight persons for at least six months. The farmer will pay from fifteen shillings to one pound an acre rent for this land.


We were told that there were at least thirty families in this little town, who had nothing whatever to subsist upon, and knew not where to look for a meal for the morrow. A quantity of meal was ordered to be distributed amongst them, and a sum of money was left for their support, and also for a little turf, without which in this severe weather many would be frozen to death. The cost of turf is a very serious item on these poor creatures; and it would require sixpence per week, with the most economical management, to keep up the smallest peat fire imaginable. No public works were open in this district, although in this small parish there were, in the opinion of the rate payers, not less than 2,300 persons who were “suffering for want of relief.”





Glenties, 16th of Twelfth‐month, 1846.


We proceeded on our journey, through a succession of wild mountain passes, rendered still wilder by the deep snow which covered everything, and which gave to the scenery a truly Alpine character. Owing to the depth of snow, we were constantly obliged to walk, our horses being unable to drag us through it. The constant succession of violent snow‐storms rendered the journey a little fatiguing; and we were really glad to find ourselves late in the day at the Gweedore hotel, a large and comfortable inn, built by Lord George Hill in the wildest and most solitary place imaginable, surrounded by bogs and mountains. We remained at Lord George Hill’s hotel during the following day, and are fully able to add our testimony to the statements which have been made, with respect to the admirable zeal and enlightened benevolence of this nobleman; and to the great improvements which have been effected upon the land, and in the condition of the inhabitants, of one of the wildest portions of Donegal. We started at day‐break for Glenties, thirty miles distant, over the mountains; and after leaving the improved cottages and farms on the Gweedore estate, soon came upon the domain of an absentee proprietor,



the extent of which may be judged of by the fact, that our road lay for more than twenty miles through it. This is the poorest parish in Donegal, and no statement can be too strong with respect to the wretched condition, the positive misery and starvation in which the cottiers and small farmers on this immense domain are found. We baited at Dungloe. A more miserable and dilapidated village or town I never saw. What a contrast did its dirty little inn present to the hotel at Gweedore!


We found, upon inquiry, that there was not a single pound of meal, Indian or oat, to be purchased in the place; yet thousands were depending upon this place for their supplies, and the poor people, who were flocking to the town for food from the adjacent country and the island of Arranmore, were crying with hunger and cold. The nearest market‐town is at least thirty miles off, and there was no food to be obtained nearer than Bunbeg, the store of Lord George Hill, some twenty miles distant: that excellent nobleman having with his usual forethought provided a depot for food, which he allowed not only his own but the neighbouring tenants to purchase at prime cost. The extreme wretchedness of this district must in part, at least, be attributed to the want of a resident proprietor.


Leaving Dungloe we proceeded to Glenties, still on the same property; and throughout our journey met with the most squalid scenes of misery which the imagination can well conceive. Whilst thousands of acres of reclaimable land lie entirely neglected and uncultivated, there are thousands of men both willing and anxious to obtain work, but unable to procure it. On the following morning, William Forster had an interview with the resident magistrate, as well as with the rector of the parish and some other gentlemen, who gave distressing accounts of the poverty existing around them. Their attention was directed to the necessity for the immediate establishment of soup‐kitchens, the employment of women in knitting, and the formation of local committees for their relief, extending over several parishes. We visited the poor‐house at Glenties, which is in a dreadful state; the people were in fact half‐starved and only half clothed. The day before, they had but one meal of oatmeal and water; and at the time of our visit had not sufficient food in the house for the day’s supply. The people complained bitterly, as well they might, and begged us to give them tickets for work, to enable them to leave the place and work on the roads. Some were leaving the house, preferring to die in their own hovels rather than in the poor‐house. Their bedding consisted of dirty straw, in which they were laid in rows on the floor; even as many as six persons being crowded under one rug; and we did not see a blanket at all. The rooms were hardly bearable for filth. The living and the dying were stretched side by side beneath the same miserable covering! No wonder that disease



and pestilence were filling the infirmary, and that the pale, haggard countenances of the poor boys and girls told of sufferings which it was impossible to contemplate, without the deepest commiseration and pity.





Killybegs, 18th of Twelfth‐month, 1846.


Killybegs is one of the numberless little seaport‐towns along the west coast of Ireland, which, although they have extraordinary natural advantages, for shipping, bathing, &c., combined with the most beautiful and romantic scenery, are left unheeded and undeveloped. We found the greatest possible want existing here, and to the westward, along the promontory of Glen and Kilcar, which contains a large population.


We had interviews with several gentlemen, who confirmed all the previous statements; but it seems needless, after so much has been said, to particularise cases. They all agreed that the “distress was increasing, and becoming daily more and more alarming.” Here, as in other places, money was offered for the immediate establishment of soup‐shops, &c. We then proceeded to Donegal, calling upon two other parties by the way, to whom the same offers for the establishment of soup‐kitchens, and also for the employment of the women in knitting, were made.


Throughout Donegal, we found the resident proprietors doing much for their suffering tenantry; in many cases, all that landlords could do for their relief and assistance. Several of them had obtained loans under the late drainage act, and with this or private resources, are employing large numbers of labourers for the improvement of their estates: we met with several who had 100 men employed in this manner. Many of these landlords, as well as the clergy, are most assiduously working in all ways in their power. They have imported large quantities of meal and rice, which they sell at prime cost; there being in many districts no dealers to supply these articles; and are making soup at their own houses, and dispensing daily to their famishing neighbours. Many of their ladies too have come nobly forward in the cause, and, at the sacrifice of much comfort, are much engaged in visiting or attending to the poor, employing the women in knitting, spinning, &c. But as the landlord cannot obtain his rents, and the incomes of other classes are diminished, the burden of supporting great numbers of people, fearfully increasing every day, falls heavily upon the few; who are now less able than ever to bear it. To all these, the visits of Wm. Forster were indeed cheering; and the belief that there were those in England who really sympathized with them in their difficulties, as well as the prospect of such small assistance as it was in his power to offer, seemed to stimulate them to increased efforts. But it was in conversation with parties such as these, that we felt each day



more and more convinced of the reality and extent of the famine. The emotion and even agitation of their manner in speaking of the subject, the giving up of luxuries and even comforts, all indicated how deeply they felt the present crisis, and with what gloomy forebodings they looked forward to the future. The prospect is indeed fearful. Throughout Donegal the state of agriculture may be said to be as forward (or rather backward) as usual, for hardly anything is done to the land until spring for the oat and potato crop; but in many other districts we learn that the people, not having any seed, are downcast and dispirited, and have neglected to prepare the land as usual.





Sligo, 22nd of Twelfth‐month, 1846.


We staid two or three days at Sligo. William Forster had interviews with the principal resident proprietors and magistrates of the county, who were attending a special meeting called with reference to the present circumstances. They gave very distressing accounts of the condition of the people throughout the county, and seemed very desirous to assist in the promotion of any plan for immediate relief.


On the 24th, William Forster proceeded to Ballina in Mayo, which county is described as being in a truly deplorable state. In one small district, during the past month, no less than fourteen sudden deaths have occurred, in which the verdict was, “death by starvation.”


Throughout this journey, it was a primary object with William Forster to find suitable channels for the distribution of the relief which the subscriptions of Friends and other parties might supply. For this purpose he endeavoured to get such of the resident gentry, and the ministers of different religious denominations, as really took an interest in the welfare of their miserable neighbours, to form district associations or committees; to correspond from time to time with the Relief Committee in Dublin, and to superintend the distribution of such funds as should be remitted to them, making a particular report of the disposal of them to the Committee. It was truly gratifying to observe throughout this journey the degree of good feeling, which in this time of trial subsists between the various religious denominations, and to find them working hand in hand for the relief of the destitute.


The cordiality and kindness with which, in our somewhat unlooked for visits, William Forster was on all occasions welcomed, when his object was understood, could not but be cheering to him; and much as there is to deplore in the social condition of Ireland in general, and particularly in the relation of the rich to the poor, we were encouraged to hope that this distressing visitation, forcing as it were all classes together, would



tend to increase the feeling of sympathy between them; and that the efforts making in England for their help, would stimulate and encourage the exertions of the holders of property in Ireland, without which all the aid of English charity will be most affectingly deficient to meet the present emergency.








From William Edward Forster’s Report.



I left Dublin by mail on the 17th of First‐month, 1847, and joined my father and his companions at Westport on the following evening.


The next day we left Westport, on our way to Connemara, after a morning of much pressure; applications for aid coming in from all sides, especially from Louisburgh, a populous and most distressed parish along the coast to the south; the surgeon of the dispensary there describing the people as swept off by dysentery, the most usual form of the famine‐plague, by ten to twenty a day. The town of Westport was in itself a strange and fearful sight, like what we read of in beleaguered cities, its streets crowded with gaunt wanderers sauntering to and fro with hopeless air and hunger‐struck look; a mob of starved, almost naked women, around the poor‐house, clamouring for soup‐tickets; our inn, the head‐quarters of the road‐engineer and pay‐clerks, beset by a crowd of beggars for work.


Early next morning, we proceeded to the small village of Leenane, where we found a large body of men engaged in making a pier under the Labour‐rate Act. This village appeared to me, comparatively speaking, well off, having had in it public works for some weeks, and the wages at pier‐making being rather better than those earned on the roads. Still, even here, the men were weak, evidently wasting away for want of sufficient food.


Bundorragha, the village of which we had heard so bad an account the previous evening, being on the other side of the harbour, I took a boat to it, and was much struck by the pale, spiritless look and air of the boatmen, so different from their wild Irish fun when I made the same excursion before. Having lately walked through all this district of Connemara, I had an opportunity of comparing its present with its then aspect, and of noting the effects produced on it by the famine: in this village of Bundorragha, the change was peculiarly striking. In my previous visit, it struck me even then as a very poor place; the dark thunder‐cloud was brooding over it, but as yet the tempest had not broken. The small cottiers, then gathering in their few potatoes, were in great fear: they saw the quick, sure approach of famine: death stared them in the face, but as yet his hand was stayed. One poor woman, whose cabin I visited, said, “There



will be nothing for us but to lie down and die.” I tried to give her hope of English aid, but, alas! her prophecy has been but too true. Out of a population of 240, I found 13 already dead from want. The survivors were like walking skeletons; the men stamped with the livid mark of hunger; the children crying with pain; the women in some of the cabins too weak to stand. When there before, I had seen cows at almost every cabin, and there were, besides, many sheep and pigs owned in the village. But now all the sheep were gone; all the cows, all the poultry killed; only one pig left; the very dogs which had barked at me before had disappeared; no potatoes, no oats. We ordered a ton of meal to be sent there from Westport, but it could not arrive for some time. I tried to get some immediate help for those who were actually starving; there was hardly enough of meal in the village to fill my pockets, and I was compelled to send a boat four miles to Leenane, to buy a small quantity there.


I here met with a striking instance of the patience of these sufferers. The Bundorragha men had been at work for three weeks on the roads, and the men at a neighbouring village for five weeks; owing to the negligence or mistake of some officers of the works, with the exception of two of the gangsmen, who had gone themselves to Westport the end of the previous week, no wages had until this morning been received. While I was there, the pay clerk sent a messenger over; but still only with wages for a few; and it was wonderful, but yet most touching, to see the patient, quiet look of despair with which the others received the news that they were still left unpaid. I doubt whether it would have been easy to find a man who would have dared to bear the like announcement to starving Englishmen.


On recrossing the water, I found my father waiting for me on a car, on which we proceeded to Clifden, which we did not reach till after night‐fall. Near the Kylemore Lake, under that grand chain of mountains, the Twelve Pins, we found full a hundred men making a new road. After long cross‐questioning, we learned that their wages did not average, taking one week with another, and allowing for broken days, more than four shillings and sixpence per week per head: and this we found confirmed by our enquiries in other districts; in fact, for the most distressed localities in Mayo and Galway, I should consider this too high an average. To get to their work, many of the men have to walk five, or even seven, Irish miles.


Four and sixpence per week, thus earned, the sole resource of a family of six; with Indian meal, their cheapest food, at 2s. 10d. to 4s. per stone! What is this but slow death,—a mere enabling the patient to endure for a little longer time the disease of hunger? Yet even this was the state of those who were considered well off,—provided for; and for this provision, the people were everywhere begging as for their lives. In some districts there



were no public works; and even where they were, we found that though the aim was to find employment for one man to every five or six souls, it really was not given to more than one man in nine or twelve.





20th of First‐month, 1847.


On arriving at the small town of Clifden, we heard of four cases of death there from want, within the last three or four days. One woman who had crawled the previous night into an out‐house, had been found the next morning partly eaten by dogs. Another corpse had been carried up the street in a wheel barrow; and had it not been that a gentleman, accidentally passing by, had given money for a coffin, it would have been thrown into the ground, merely covered with a sheet. Of burials without coffins we heard many instances; and to those who know the almost superstitious reverence of the Irish for funeral rites, they tell a fearful story. In two cases, my father told me he had had applications for money not to keep the people alive, but for coffins to bury them.


Early the next morning, the 21st, hearing that there was great distress in the neighbourhood of Renvyle, a village on the coast, about eight miles to the north of Clifden, and my father and his friends having other engagements, I went there by myself. It happened to be the day of the meeting of the Relief Committee for the neighbourhood, which I was glad of the opportunity of attending. The area of the building in which it was held was crammed with fresh applicants for tickets, or poor fellows who had been thrown out of work by the sudden stoppage of one of the roads. The patience and the quiet with which they heard debated their chances of being again employed,—of, in short, obtaining a hope of life,—were to me marvellous. I heard there, also, of several cases in which men had gone to the road, and worked for days without wages, in the hope of obtaining tickets.


This barony of Ballinahinch contains a population of at least 34,000, almost entirely composed of small tenant farmers or cottiers, and of squatters, of which last wretched class there is a considerable proportion. Hitherto, these people have lived upon potatoes, of which they have generally grown good crops: potatoes have been their food. From the proceeds of their oats and live stock, they have paid their rent; and with what little surplus there might be, bought their clothes and furniture. In some few of the coast villages there is a little fishing, but it is to so slight and partial an extent, that it can hardly be looked upon as a resource. I now found their potatoes gone; what scanty crop they had gathered eaten up, together with the oats, including the seed‐corn; the turnips also consumed; nothing left



but the cattle, and they quickly going; the sheep, the pigs, even the poultry, almost all killed; eggs were hardly to be bought; and I found that on the Renvyle estate, containing some 850 families, where almost every tenant had owned two or three pigs, there were now scarcely a dozen left. In a short time, the population of this barony, hitherto accustomed to live entirely upon their own produce, must die, or be kept alive by either public or private relief. And yet, in some respects, from its number of cattle, and somewhat better crop both of oats and potatoes, this has been till now a favoured district; but the spread of the famine‐plague is rapidly levelling all localities to an equality of destitution.





22nd of First‐month, 1847.


Before daybreak I started for Bofin, a three hours’ sail. This island I found to contain, together with the small adjoining island of Shark, a population of about 1200; the Marquis of Sligo being the sole landowner. The distress, though very great, was scarcely equal to that on the mainland. I ascertained, however, from conversation with the priest and Lord Sligo’s agent, that there had been two cases of death from want; and some of the cabins I entered evidenced the extreme of poverty. There are many boats on the island; and should the fishing season turn out a fair one, its inhabitants will get through the next few months with less than the general suffering; but should this resource fail, all other means of support being almost entirely exhausted, the island might be nearly depopulated in a few weeks. The difficulty of communication with the main land in rough weather makes most perilous the position of these islands, and of others similarly situated, such as Clare Island and Innisturk; and renders it especially needful that they should be kept under constant supervision, or we might suddenly hear reports of deaths which should startle us even from this land of woe. I found in effective operation a soup‐kitchen, established by the Irish Society, who have a station at Bofin. After leaving two bags of meal for distribution to the most pressing cases (one in each island), Lord Sligo’s agent kindly sent us in his boat to Cleggan, the nearest point to Clifden.


Having heard an alarming account of this village, I had ordered two bags of meal to meet me, not liking to go there entirely unprovided with help, and knowing that I should find no store. The distress was appalling, far beyond my power of description: I was quickly surrounded by a mob of men and women, more like famished dogs than fellow creatures, whose figures, looks, and cries all showed that they were suffering the ravening agony of hunger. It was late, almost dark, and I felt it was useless to attempt to contend with particular cases amid



such a mass of misery; but I went into two or three of the cabins. In one, there were two emaciated men lying at full length on the damp floor, in their ragged clothes, too weak to move,—actually worn down to skin and bone. In another, a young man lay ill of dysentery; his mother had pawned everything, even his shoes, to keep him alive; and I never shall forget the resigned uncomplaining tone with which he told me that all the medicine he wanted was food.


The evening was passed in making arrangements for the establishment of two soup‐kitchens, one at Cleggan, and the other at Salruck.


At six in the morning I left Clifden for Galway, with my father, by the mail car. Some of the women and children that we saw on the road were abject cases of poverty, and almost naked. The few rags that they had on were with the greatest difficulty held together; and in a few weeks, as they are utterly unable to provide themselves with fresh clothes, unless they be given them, they must become absolutely naked.


As we passed through Oughterard, we heard fearful accounts of the distress in the hill district of Glen, a few miles to the northward; in one house there, a man and his wife and four children were said to have died of want; and this report was but too fully confirmed at Galway, where we learned on good authority that a policeman, having occasion to go there, found that out of four cabins which he entered, there was only one in which there was not a dead body.





Galway, 25th of First‐month, 1847.


The next day we spent chiefly in interviews with different gentlemen, especially the Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen, who showed great zeal in their efforts to give relief in their town and neighbourhood. We found deep distress, resulting in greatly increased mortality in this town, especially in the Claddagh, the quarter in which the fishermen chiefly reside; but we were glad to have reason to believe that the more wealthy inhabitants were grappling with the evil according to their ability; and it was comforting to observe how cordially Roman Catholics and Protestants, both lay and clerical, were uniting together in common efforts to save their poor neighbours.


Among other callers at our hotel, was the clergyman of the district on the northern side of Galway Bay, including Spiddal and Lettermore, and also the isles of Arran. This parish, or rather portion of a parish, comprised, he stated, a population of at least 15,000 in great distress, especially the inhabitants of the main land, and of Lettermore and its adjoining group of islands.


There are in this wide tract, so thickly peopled in proportion to its cultivation, scarcely any resident land‐owners, and no store



for the sale of provisions; and many of his parishioners had, this gentleman told us, to make a journey of thirty miles to Galway, to buy a stone of meal. This was one among many cases, in which was brought home to us the great need for the establishment of small depots for provisions, or retail stores. In many of the more remote and distressed, because neglected districts, where the inhabitants have hitherto subsisted upon potatoes, a retail trade in provisions is altogether novel to their habits; and so complete is the absence of capital, that there is no probability (as least this year) of its overtaking the demand. Often the poor people have, after earning their wretched pittance at the public works, to walk ten, twenty, or even thirty miles to the nearest store, to get a stone of meal; or to buy it from the small hucksters, at an advance of as much as thirty per cent., above the market price.


From Galway I was obliged to return direct to Dublin; but, before doing so, I accompanied my father in his visit to the Claddagh. Two of the resident friars showed me a soup‐kitchen at work on their own premises, and under most excellent management. One of their number then kindly undertook to show me the condition of the people and of their cabins. There are about 4000 souls in this Claddagh, a clan of fishermen and their families, of peculiar and primitive habits, holding little or no intercourse with others, marrying only amongst themselves, obeying their own elected chief, whom they term their admiral; a brave, worthy, honest race, simple‐hearted and affectionate, but now in the extreme of poverty, their numbers daily diminishing from the effects of want. The high price of provisions, the poor supply of fish, and the curious fact that the first effect of the potato‐blight is to render the herrings almost unsaleable, (the people having been so accustomed to use them with potatoes, although they are now probably starved into the discovery of other modes of consumption), were causes which united together to reduce these poor people to a fearful depth of misery. They had been accustomed to live in tolerable comfort, but they were now almost without furniture or bedding or clothes. In one small wretched hovel, in which were huddled together three families, I saw a young mother, whose rags were really no covering, much less a protection against the weather; but even here I found an instance of charity that would shame many a wealthy house. A poor blind woman was crouching on the floor; and my companion told me she was no relation to the other inmates, but that they supported her and gave her house‐room out of kindness. Even the very nets and tackling of these poor fishermen, I heard, were pawned; and unless they be assisted to redeem them, they will be unable to take advantage of the herring shoals, even when they approach their coast.


In order to ascertain the truth of this statement, I went into



two or three of the largest pawn‐shops, the owners of which fully confirmed it; and said they had in pledge at least a thousand pounds’ worth of such property, and saw no likelihood of its being redeemed. These pawnbrokers, who were the most prosperous‐looking I had seen on my journey, were, however, full of complaints against the times; there were, they said, no buyers, all were borrowers, their capital was all locked up, and soon they would be obliged to close their shops. I found that the poor peasants, even for a considerable distance, were pledging their clothing for the most trifling sums; but, after close enquiry, I satisfied myself that the coarse woollen and cotton garments which it is proposed to give to the more destitute, would not, if stamped, be articles which the brokers would like to receive in pawn.


Almost immediately on leaving the pawn‐shops, I took the mail for Dublin, arriving there on the morning of the 27th. The impression made on me by this short tour can never be effaced. Bad as were my expectations, the reality far exceeded them. There is a prevailing idea in England, that the newspaper accounts are exaggerated. Particular cases may or may not be coloured, but no colouring can deepen the blackness of the truth.


When we entered a village, our first question was, how many deaths? “The hunger is upon us,” was everywhere the cry, and involuntarily we found ourselves regarding this hunger as we should an epidemic; looking upon starvation as a disease. In fact, as we went along, our wonder was not that the people died, but that they lived; and I have no doubt whatever that, in any other country, the mortality would have been far greater; that many lives have been prolonged, perhaps saved, by the long apprenticeship to want in which the Irish peasant has been trained, and by that lovely, touching charity which prompts him to share his scanty meal with his starving neighbour. But the springs of this charity must rapidly be dried up. Like a scourge of locusts, “the hunger” daily sweeps over fresh districts, eating up all before it. One class after another is falling into the same abyss of ruin. There is now but little difference between the small farmer and the squatter. We heard in Galway of little tradesmen secretly begging for soup. The priest cannot get his dues, nor the landlord his rent. The highest and the lowest in the land are forced into sympathy by this all‐mastering visitation.


The misery of Ireland must increase daily, so far as regards her own resources; for these become daily less. To England must she this year look to save the lives of her children: nor will the need for English aid cease this year; it will be long before, with her utmost efforts, she can recover from this blow, or be able to support her own population. She must be a grievous burden on our resources, in return for long centuries of neglect and oppression.




I trust I shall be excused, if I express my earnest desire that the members of our Society may not consider that their duty to Ireland is fulfilled, by their effort to meet its present necessity. Its general and permanent condition is a subject in itself almost too dreadful to contemplate. Famine is there no new cry; it is a periodic disease; every year there have been districts where has prevailed somewhat of that misery which now rules the land. For a large portion of its population, all the great purposes of existence are forgotten in a struggle with death.








Extracts from William Bennett’s Account of his Journey in Ireland.



6th–13th of Third‐month, 1847.


Apprehending there could not be a much greater service, or more beneficial appropriation of some small funds, than in the purchase of seeds for green crops, and the distribution of them in some of the most remote districts of Ireland, where they could not otherwise have been obtained by the poor people, I started on this mission, accompanied by my eldest son, on the sixth of Third‐month. I had previously conferred with the Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in London, in the hopes that they would give the subject a wider range, by taking it into their own hands. They kindly gave me every personal encouragement; but were too full‐handed, and, as a committee, did not feel at liberty to take it up any further.


I attended the sitting of the Central Relief Committee in Dublin on the 11th. Their organization and mode of transacting business appeared complete; and it was said they had as extensive a correspondence to conduct as any mercantile counting‐house in Dublin. The supply of seeds they thought a very questionable mode of rendering relief, and requiring great caution. An opinion was even expressed, that all which has been done for Ireland in the way of relief has only acted injuriously. The labours of the Committee themselves appear to bespeak another hope and sentiment.


My arrangements for the supplies of seed were made with the house of W. Drummond and Sons, Dawson‐street. The selection consisted of the several varieties of turnip, principally Swedes, the white Belgium carrot, and mangel‐wurzel. A small quantity of cabbage, in sorts, some flax, and some parsnip seed, were afterwards added. Two hundred weight, in proportions of each, were packed up to take with us, being as much as could very conveniently be carried by coach; and a few agricultural pamphlets recommended by W. Drummond and Sons for distribution.


Thus equipped, we left Dublin on the 12th, by day‐coach, for Boyle. We met along the road multitudes of emigrants, mostly



on foot, with their bundles on their backs, proceeding to Dublin. A few had more than they could carry; and it was an affecting sight to observe numerous whole families, with all their worldly goods packed up on a donkey cart, attempting to look gay and cheerful, as they cast a wistful glance at the rapidly‐passing‐by coach‐passengers; and thus abandoning a country which should have nourished them and their children. We met several hundreds in the course of this morning only, and the guard assured me it was the same every day, and thicker at the week’s commencement. Except in the increased beggary in the towns,—always great in Ireland wherever the coach stopped,—and which was particularly importunate in Longford, there was no other unusual appearance of poverty along this line of road. The land, however, was evidently much neglected, or lying wholly waste. The absence of pigs was also a remarkable feature to an eye accustomed to Ireland. The difference in the face of the country, and in the appearance of the peasantry and their habitations, arising from the influence of a resident benevolent and kind‐hearted family, was particularly evident about Edgeworthstown, and again in the neighbourhood of Lord Lorton’s, before entering Boyle.


The want of any direct and permanent interest in the improvement of the soil, and the non‐requital of the actual cultivator, arising from the land being usually the only source from which the several grades of holders have to extract all the profit they can, are some of the sorest evils of Ireland. Large tracts of land have been let on low terms, and underlet,—on leases for lives renewable for ever,—so that the great proprietor has little interest in, or power over them. They thus become divided and subdivided, each at an increased rental, until the small holder pays those enormous rates we hear of under the conacre system.


From Boyle we took a car across the country to Ballina. The shores of Lough Garra are wild and dreary, and the whole district increasingly so on approaching the small town of Tobercurry. Here we first encountered the public works, so called. These consisted in making new roads and altering old ones, obviously undertaken for the mere sake of giving employment. Independently of the moral effects of useless labour,—which it is impossible should be otherwise than listlessly pursued,—it was melancholy in the extreme to see the women and girls labouring in mixed gangs on the public roads. They were employed not only in digging with the spade and with the pick, but in carrying loads of earth and turf on their backs, and wheeling barrows like men, and breaking stones; while the poor neglected children were crouched in groups, around the bits of lighted turf in the various sheltered corners along the line. I need scarcely say that the soil was totally neglected here.







Belmullet, County of Mayo,

16th of Third‐month, 1847.


We now proceeded to visit the district beyond the town, within the Mullet. The cabins cluster the road sides, and are scattered over the face of the bog, in the usual Irish manner where the country is thickly inhabited. Several were pointed out as “freeholders;” that is, such as had come wandering over the land, and squatted down on any unoccupied spot, owning no fealty and paying no rent. Their neighbours had probably built them the cabin in four and twenty hours; expecting the same service in turn for themselves, should occasion require it,—which a common necessity renders these poor people always willing to do for each other. Whatever little bit of ground they may reclaim around the cabin is, necessarily, done as much by stealth as possible; and the appearance of neglect and wretchedness is naturally carried out to the utmost; for should there be any visible improvement, down comes the landlord or his agent, with a demand for rent. The moral effect of such a state of things is obvious to the least reflecting mind. How far does its existence lie at the very basis of the low social condition of the people? I mention it here not as peculiar to this district. It is an element pervading large portions of Ireland.


Many of the cabins were holes in the bog, covered with a layer of turf, and not distinguishable as human habitations from the surrounding moor, until close down upon them. The bare sod was about the best material of which any of them were constructed. Doorways, not doors, were usually provided at both sides of the bettermost—back and front—to take advantage of the way of the wind. Windows and chimneys, I think, had no existence. A second apartment or partition of any kind was exceedingly rare. Furniture properly so called, I believe may be stated at nil. I can not speak with certainty, and wish not to speak with exaggeration,—we were too much overcome to note specifically; but as far as memory serves, we saw neither bed, chair, nor table, at all. A chest, a few iron or earthen vessels, a stool or two, the dirty rags and night‐coverings, formed about the sum total of the best furnished. Outside many were all but unapproachable, from the mud and filth surrounding them; the same inside, or worse if possible, from the added closeness, darkness, and smoke. We spent the whole morning in visiting these hovels indiscriminately, or swayed by the representations and entreaties of the dense retinue of wretched creatures, continually augmenting, which gathered round, and followed us from place to place,—avoiding only such as were known to be badly infected with fever, which was sometimes sufficiently perceptible from without,



by the almost intolerable stench. And now language utterly fails me in attempting to depict the state of the wretched inmates. I would not willingly add another to the harrowing details that have been told; but still they are the facts of actual experience, for the knowledge of which we stand accountable. I have certainly sought out one of the most remote and destitute corners; but still it is within the bounds of our Christian land, under our Christian government, and entailing upon us—both as individuals and as members of a human community—a Christian responsibility from which no one of us can escape. My hand trembles while I write. The scenes of human misery and degradation we witnessed still haunt my imagination, with the vividness and power of some horrid and tyrannous delusion, rather than the features of a sober reality. We entered a cabin. Stretched in one dark corner, scarcely visible, from the smoke and rags that covered them, were three children huddled together, lying there because they were too weak to rise, pale and ghastly, their little limbs, on removing a portion of the filthy covering, perfectly emaciated, eyes sunk, voice gone, and evidently in the last stage of actual starvation. Crouched over the turf embers was another form, wild and all but naked, scarcely human in appearance. It stirred not, nor noticed us. On some straw, soddened upon the ground, moaning piteously, was a shrivelled old woman, imploring us to give her something,—baring her limbs partly, to show how the skin hung loose from the bones, as soon as she attracted our attention. Above her, on something like a ledge, was a young woman, with sunken cheeks,—a mother I have no doubt,—who scarcely raised her eyes in answer to our enquiries, but pressed her hand upon her forehead, with a look of unutterable anguish and despair. Many cases were widows, whose husbands had recently been taken off by the fever, and thus their only pittance, obtained from the public works, was entirely cut off. In many the husbands or sons were prostrate under that horrid disease,—the results of long‐continued famine and low living,—in which first the limbs, and then the body, swell most frightfully and finally burst. We entered upwards of fifty of these tenements. The scene was invariably the same, differing in little but the number of the sufferers or of the groups occupying the several corners within. The whole number was often not to be distinguished, until—the eye having adapted itself to the darkness—they were pointed out, or were heard, or some filthy bundle of rags and straw was perceived to move. Perhaps the poor children presented the most piteous and heart‐rending spectacle. Many were too weak to stand, their little limbs attenuated,—except where the frightful swellings had taken the place of previous emaciation. Every infantile expression had entirely departed; and in some, reason and intelligence had evidently flown. Many were remnants of families,



crowded together in one cabin; orphaned little relatives, taken in by the equally destitute; and even strangers; for these poor people are kind to one another to the end. In one cabin was a sister, just dying, lying by the side of her little brother, just dead. I have worse than this to relate, but it is useless to multiply details, and they are in fact unfit. They did but rarely complain. When we enquired what was the matter, the answer was alike in all,—“Tha shein ukrosh,”—indeed the hunger. We truly learned the terrible meaning of that sad word, ukrosh. There were many touching incidents. We should have gone on; but the pitiless storm had now arisen, beating us back with a force and violence against which it was difficult to stand; and a cutting rain, that drove us for shelter beneath a bank, fell unmitigatedly on the crowd of poor creatures who continued to follow us. My friend the clergyman had distributed the tickets for meal to the extent he thought prudent; and he assured me wherever we went it would be a repetition of the same all over the country, and even worse, in the far off mountain districts, as this was near the town where some relief could reach. It was my full impression that those we saw were in a dying state, beyond the reach of any relief that could now be afforded; and many more would follow. The lines of this day can never be effaced from my memory. These were our fellow‐creatures,—children of the same Parent,—born with our common feelings and affections,—with an equal right to live as any one of us,—with the same purposes of existence,—the same spiritual and immortal natures,—the same work to be done,—the same judgment seat to be summoned to,—and the same eternal goal.


In returning through the town, we called on Alfred Bishop, the government commissariat officer, whose affecting letter, describing similar scenes to those we had witnessed, is published in the Report of the Belfast Ladies’ Relief Association for Connaught. I had much conversation with him, and he afterwards came to spend the evening with us at the minister’s. This gentleman had been in all parts of the world. He had been among the native tribes of the most uncivilized countries. In answer to my enquiries, as to whether he had ever seen a people living in so low and degraded a condition as the poor Irish had evidently long been suffered to remain in, he replied, “No, not even the Ashantees or wild Indians.” He was much grieved that the stores recently landed by the Society of Friends, the only food for gratuitous relief—among considerable supplies that had now been poured into the town—should for one moment be lying unavailable; as was stated to be the case at that time, for want of any one in authority to distribute, while this frightful distress was raging around them.


It is hardly necessary to say that the soil—some, perhaps, as fine as any in the country for the growth of green crops—was



lying wholly neglected; and nothing could more affectingly illustrate the deep‐sunk poverty of the peasantry than the total absence of live stock, formerly so numerous in the cottages. One solitary pig, a single ass, no cow, one pony, and a few fowls, were all we saw in the whole morning’s round. The few dogs were poor and piteous, and had ceased to bark. We left with the minister, and the neighbouring agent of the principal proprietor, a considerable quantity of carrot, turnip, and mangel‐wurzel seed, for the benefit of such of the poor as they could influence and control; and £10 with the minister’s wife, from the Ladies’ Committee of London, for the promotion of her adult school of female industry, whose number we soon afterwards heard was increased to forty.





Dungloe, County of Donegal,

23rd of Third‐month, 1847.


We set off, though it still rained, for Maghery, the residence of Valentine P. Griffith, the officiating minister of the parish, four miles along the southern shore of the bay. I mention this gentleman’s name, because it is appended to two public documents, making known the state and condition of this large and destitute parish. You distinguish a long way off,—by the number of poor people surrounding them,—the residences of those who are devoting themselves to endeavours to mitigate the severity of this awful crisis. This is the large and neglected parish of Templecrone, or the Rosses. It is hemmed in by the sea on the one side, and bleak mountains on the other, over which the roads are often impassable, and no market‐town within the distance of thirty miles. It has not the natural advantages of sea‐board, the whole line of coast being foul, rugged, and inaccessible, except in the calmest weather. The rude and backward state of agriculture in this isolated district, cannot be more strongly shown than in one of the documents above alluded to, wherein it is stated, “that in a parish, the area of which is 52,921 acres, with a population of 10,000 souls, dispersed through wild mountains, and thickly inhabited islands, there is neither the recollection nor the tradition of a plough ever having been used throughout it.” Of course there can be no resident gentry here. The mass of ignorance, poverty, and destitution, remains therefore unalienated, beyond the personal exertions of the few who signed the above document. I have rarely received the impression of more heartfelt zeal and devotedness in the cause of the poor, than was manifested by this gentleman and his family; but they seemed indeed almost cast down and overborne by the rising tide of famine and desolation at their very doors, and by the hopelessness of the future. Everything, they said, was getting worse and worse; and where it would end,



except under the over‐ruling hand of Divine Providence, save in famine and pestilence consummating the work of depopulation, they were unable to conceive. The stubbornest heart would break beneath the sight of the harmless multitude—men, women, and little children—pining away in want and misery,—our own fellow‐creatures and countrymen,—in this boasted land of wealth, civilization, and humanity.





North Arran, 24th of Third‐month, 1847.


Nothing could be more favourable than the next morning for the proposed visit to the island of Arranmore.


Not deeming it right to go empty‐handed among the hungry multitude, we provided ourselves with fifty‐six tickets, for a stone of meal each, for distribution. The distance from Burton port is about four miles, not open sea, but interspersed with rocks and islands. As our visit was wholly unexpected, we landed about midway on the eastern shore without much observation. The presence of a stranger, however, soon attracts attention, and especially one so well known as the medical superintendent; and no sooner did the work of visiting the cabins commence, than the crowds collected soon became so dense, that ingress and egress were difficult, and sometimes force had to be used. It was a warm sunny day, and we walked leisurely over the whole of the more thickly inhabited portion of the island, which lies principally towards the mainland. The agent of the Irish Island Society was absent; and they had not yet their soup‐kitchen in operation. In another part of the island was a soup‐kitchen established by the “Appeal Committee,” (a committee formed of the gentlemen who signed the address before alluded to), but under the worst management; which, as Dr. Brady, who was himself one of the committee, witnessed it with the greatest pain, was doubtless remedied by this visit. The great difficulty of control and management at such a distance, where there is not a single resident to be depended upon, and where those on the mainland have their hands and hearts so full and overburdened, is a serious obstacle. We spent the principal part of the day upon the island, in a walk of about six miles through most of the villages; and, in spite of their repulsive features, entered the cabins as long as our tickets lasted, endeavouring to search out such as lay more in the interior, or had not claimed much notice before, or were the most destitute. There was indeed but little to choose, where misery and want were in all so palpable. Throughout the island there was a remarkable equality,—one mass of deep‐sunk poverty, disease, and degradation. The details I need not attempt; it has been done before most vividly. The dwellings, upon the whole, were perhaps, externally, a shade better than the mere



turf‐hovels of Erris. I fear to state the number of families in which sea‐weed and limpets appeared to be the only substitutes for food; although the ravages of famine and pestilence were still short of the harrowing scenes we had witnessed in the Mullet. There were the same gaunt looks in the men, and the peculiar worn‐out expression of premature old age in the countenances of the women and children; but the latter still clutched, with an eagerness I shall never forget, at some biscuit I had brought with me, when offered them to eat with their sea‐weed; very different from the apathy and vacant stare, yet more heart‐piercing, with which the unaccustomed sight was regarded by those in whom the very desire and volition were past. We thought there were exhibited marks of a longer period of neglect and degradation; as if these poor islanders had never known any other state, and expected nothing better. Their importunity was also not without rudeness and abuse, when the tickets were exhausted, and there was nothing more to be had. The bits of paper, in the way of petitions ready prepared, constantly thrusting into our hands, evinced an older trade in beggary. We detected, too, instances of exaggeration; and, under any other circumstances, some amusing ones of pretence. My son who was more at liberty to observe, discovered that girls and children were up and running about as soon as we were fairly cleared off, who had on our approach thrown themselves on their miserable sleeping places, and beneath what covering they had, as if sick. The feature that struck me most forcibly was, that among this whole population, estimated at 1,500, there was not a single particle of work of any description that we could see going forward, either inside the cottages or outside upon the soil, except one old woman knitting.





It may now be naturally inquired,—what is the result? Has any good been accomplished?—can any good be accomplished for Ireland? Is there any improvement? Have we a more cheering prospect for the future? or is there any possibility of a change for the better? Are there any remedies that can be applied to prevent the recurrence of the same evils?


The simple travelling of an Englishman in Ireland, at the present juncture, with his mind and heart open—the interchange of information and experience,—the mere expenditure of the money,—I believe to be a great good. The result of our individual seed‐sowing has yet to be shown. We have reason to believe upwards of 2,000 poor cottiers have been more or less set to work on their own plots, with the stimulus of obtaining, by their own labour, some future supply of food for their families, where they would not otherwise have had any; thus introducing new ideas, as well as the necessity of better



habits of agriculture. Female industry has been upheld and promoted in several places, by the funds placed at our disposal by the Ladies’ Committee of London; and flax sowing to some extent has been encouraged in two fresh quarters. The sight of a stranger in some of these remote localities is like that of a friend; and I do trust we have been made instrumental in holding up the hands of individuals here and there, who were devoting their exertions in some of the distressed districts, in endeavouring to alleviate the misery around them; but were ready to faint, and all but borne down by the weight and extent of the calamity. We have felt it a great privilege to be thus employed, at whatever sacrifice. I expect a full report will be received from every locality in which the seeds have been scattered.


In these Letters I have endeavoured to give a bird’s‐eye view, as it were, of the distressed portions of Ireland, drawn upon the spot, with the vivid delineations of truth, but without exaggeration or colouring, and as concisely as possible; accompanied by such details as might serve to illustrate the actual condition of things, to indicate the causes that have operated, and the elements that are still at work, or exist to be worked upon, in her domestic and social constitution. Any of these might have been expanded into a volume. What is the picture? Take the line of the main course of the Shannon, continued north to Lough Swilly, and south to Cork. It divides the island into two great portions, east and west. In the eastern there are distress and poverty enough, as part of the same body suffering from the same causes; but there is much to redeem. In the west it exhibits a people, not in the centre of Africa, the steppes of Asia, the backwoods of America,—not some newly‐discovered tribes of South Australia, or among the Polynesian Islands,—not Hottentots, Bushmen, or Esquimaux,—neither Mahomedans nor Pagans,—but some millions of our own Christian nation at home, living in a state and condition low and degraded to a degree unheard of before in any civilized community; driven periodically to the borders of starvation; and now reduced by a national calamity to an exigency which all the efforts of benevolence can only mitigate, not control; and under which thousands are not merely pining away in misery and wretchedness, but are dying like cattle off the face of the earth, from want and its kindred horrors! Is this to be regarded in the light of a Divine dispensation and punishment? Before we can safely arrive at such a conclusion, we must be satisfied that human agency and legislation, individual oppressions, and social relationships, have had no hand in it.










Extracts from the Letters of George Hancock, while acting as Supercargo of the steamer “Albert.”



Steamer “Albert,” off Carrickart, Mulroy Harbour, County of Donegal, 21st of Second‐month, 1847.


By the advice of the pilot we have put into this harbour, and if the weather does not prevent, hope to leave this early to‐morrow morning, get round to Dunfanaghy, discharge there by noon, and get into Arranmore the same night. As there is only one small coast‐guard boat, and we shall have to lie out in the bay, I am afraid there will be some extra expense.


I set out early this morning, and walked round Sheephaven Bay, (from near Carrickart, where the steamer is moored,) through the villages of Glen and Creeslough to Dunfanaghy; I was thus enabled to confer freely with many of the people; and most of the information, which they readily imparted, I had good reason to suppose correct. Round Carrickart and Glen, on the east side of the bay, the land is very poor, with a thick population of poor cottiers, who mostly have from one to four acres, and some only half an acre each: these poor people have generally been able to take some considerable quantity of fish through the winter, but this year has been so unusually inclement, that during the greater part of the season they have been deprived of this resource; and as the stacks of oats have almost entirely disappeared, no food has been left in the country, and they are now depending on the government depot of meal, which is selling at about £15 per ton. About one‐third of the people are employed on the government works at 9d. per day.


There are very few pigs left in the country; the cattle also are very much reduced in number, and are being sold off by their owners for want of fodder.


I have heard some few instances of the sheep having been stolen off the mountains, by those who could no longer bear the pangs of hunger; but this is by no means general, the people of this district being naturally peaceable and unstained by crimes of violence, and submitting to their sufferings without much complaint. Indeed many of them quietly pine in their cabins, and just depend on chance from day to day for getting a meal; I saw many living in wretched cabins, within a stone’s throw of the workhouse, who would have a right to be admitted into it; yet they prefer to starve on from day to day rather than enter, as it involves the giving up altogether of their own houses, the thought of which they cannot bear.


About the village of Glen, and indeed in the whole district, dysentery is the prevailing distemper. I saw many of the poor who were afflicted with it; in general it attacks most severely the member of the family who has been employed on the government



works, being brought on by exposure to the cold, bad clothing, and insufficient food. The master of the workhouse informed me that, according to his experience, whenever an old or middle‐aged man was attacked by it, he seldom rose from his bed. Parents have been often known to stint themselves of their fair share of food at their scanty meal, not being able to bear the sight of their children’s wants.


The most alarming feature of the distress appears to be that, up to the present time, from what I could learn, but a small portion of the poor have the means of putting any crops in the ground at this necessary time.





Off Rutland Island, near North Arran,

23rd of Second‐month, 1847.


It is difficult for a person coming in the hurried way I do, to judge of the comparative wants of the various districts. From what I have seen and heard of North Arran, I do not doubt that it is in a more distressed and neglected state than the neighbourhood of Dunfanaghy; but from the reports of the coast‐guard here, I fear that round Belmullet, and indeed in most parts of Mayo, the distress is quite as great.


We got here at four o’clock, p.m. yesterday, and as we had to lie out some distance until tide time, I landed at the coast‐guard station on Rutland Island; but found that the officer was then in North Arran, distributing tickets to enable the poor there to get rations of oatmeal, which had been purchased by the relief committee of this district, with £60 sent as charity from either Dublin or Belfast. As I did not then know that I should have another chance of seeing the island, I was rowed over at once to it, and at a few minutes’ walk from the shore, found the officer and a physician distributing tickets to a crowd of at least 200 wretched looking objects, many of whom had just mustered sufficient strength to enable them to come out for this relief. There was hardly any distinction to be made in the appearance of the people: nearly all looked equally miserable, and so many had left their relations lying at home sick of the famine fever, that the magistrate afterwards told me he considered there was much risk of infection in standing so long among the crowd. They were glad to find that we had some boilers we could spare them; two having been expected from Killybegs, but which had been detained there.


I saw the officer again this morning; he informed me that much of his time has lately been taken up in attending to the relief of the people, and the coast‐guard men are almost wholly employed in distributing supplies. He says that the whole population of the parish of Templecrone (which includes North Arran) are in a deplorably backward state; as you will, no doubt, have seen from the appeal to the public, made by himself and some other



gentlemen of the neighbourhood. He tells me also, that a plough which was brought as a curiosity was the only one ever seen in the whole parish.


As I had the time to spare this afternoon, I got a boat and crossed again to Arran, and had some conversation with ———, who lives there; he had been for several hours employed in visiting the sick and dying, most of whom were ill of the famine fever: many of the people also have been ill of dysentery.


The visit of any stranger to the island is evidently a novelty, the relief committee and the physician seeming to be the only visitors; many supposing me to be the latter, rushed out of their cabins imploring me to visit their dying relatives. ——— told me that every day the people fell down exhausted working on the roads, and were carried home. I saw men and women trying to work, and also girls and boys, from the age of twelve years; the latter seeking employment to support their sick parents. It would be useless to enumerate particular instances of distress, as all had some tale of woe; but in all their misery they appeared civil and kindly in their manners, and pointed out any one that had lost a working relative; for instance, a little boy who had just lost his father, and had his mother lying ill of fever, with no one to take care of the rest of the family—a poor girl, unable to work any longer, who was struggling home—and an idiot who had no one to look after him—these they begged me to assist with some trifle. I could hear but of very few who had any seed left to put in the ground: one of the coast‐guard had before spoken to me about it; he said if this state of things continued, they would be worse off next year. The men in our steamer are evidently much struck with the appearance of the people who have been coming along side all day, and the pilot from Dunfanaghy tells me that they look worse than the poor there.





Off Killybegs, County of Donegal,

25th of Second‐month, 1847.


Few persons here have much if any seed left to put into the ground, and none of the landlords are taking advantage of the Improvement Act, and getting any of their land drained. A good many sheep, but no pigs, are left, and the people mostly expect to get their seed, say oats, barley, and turnips, from government. Very few are risking the potato this year. I went to‐day to see the people making a government road. It was painful to see men, women, and children engaged in this hard work, wasting quantities of powder in blasting, and even cutting up pieces of cultivated land, when their time was wanted to till their own ground. About 1,500 are employed on these roads out of the population of about 10,000, of which this parish of Killybegs consists.










Extracts from the Letters of Edmund Richards, while acting as Supercargo of the Steam‐ship “Scourge.”



Six miles from Belmullet, County of Mayo,

6th of Third‐month, 1847.


I went on shore at ————, and found the agent of the Relief Committee, and requested him to direct me to a few of the members of the local relief committee. The Roman Catholic clergyman is secretary of it, and the Protestant minister the chairman. The latter was absent; the former I saw; but it appeared the committee do not work well together; the consequence is that the destitute suffer from their inefficiency. I could not find that any distribution of food had been made gratuitously, even to the most destitute cases. One soup kitchen only was in operation, in which a very inferior article of soup was sold at 1d. per quart.


The two iron boilers landed at Killybegs from the “Albert” were still remaining on the rocks, and no effort making either there or in the neighbourhood to mount them; though acknowledged by all to be much wanted, both at Killybegs and in the districts adjacent, for the supply of soup to multitudes of destitute. These things want much to be looked into and stirred up.





Blacksod Bay, off Belmullet,

10th of Third‐month, 1847.


The fearful state of starvation and destitution of the barony of Erris, is such as no language can pourtray. On Second and Third‐days I went through the extent of the barony, and from the best statistics I could gather, the deaths from starvation are twenty per day. The population is 30,000, of whom 18,000 have no means of subsistence. Fever and dysentery, with dropsy, are prevalent—the effects of insufficient and improper food. I saw families who had subsisted for weeks on the flesh of horses that had died; and people numberless in all the stages of starvation, down to that of the last stage of life; and many corpses in the act of being deposited in the earth. The only gratuitous distribution to all this destitution was from the operation of four soup establishments, from which many of the starving objects are many miles distant, say eight to ten; and, on account of their exhausted state, they are unable to walk to them.


Some are reduced to that state, that they are unable to walk two miles to obtain food, even if given gratuitously. Here as elsewhere no crops have been sown; there is no seed, or very little in the country, and generally no means to purchase it.







Clifden, County of Galway,

13th of Third‐month, 1847.


I have this day spent five hours with the local committee of relief, which appears efficient and to work well. The distribution is about the same in amount and degree as at Belmullet, or rather more. Erris and Connemara are about equally distressed. To particularise would fill sheets of paper. The deaths from starvation in this barony are reported to be twenty per day; dysentery and low fever everywhere prevalent; no preparation for cropping; scarcely any seed to sow the land. The people are heartless and depressed, and in many instances lie down and die by whole families.










REPORTS FROM DEPUTATIONS SENT BY THE AUXILIARY RELIEF COMMITTEES TO THE COUNTRY DISTRICTS.



To the Auxiliary Relief Committee of Friends at Cork.


Agreeably to your desire, we proceeded to the parish of Ballyvourney, a rocky and wild district about thirty‐five English miles west of Cork, and bordering on the county of Kerry, with a large population and very few resident gentry—none within a compass of some miles but Richard B. Kirchoffer, the rector of the parish, on whom we called, and whose company we had for several hours.


Few of the utterly destitute have remained in this locality to claim our commiseration, they having very generally betaken themselves to the union workhouse at Macroom, distant about ten English miles; but our feelings were affected on behalf of the labouring portion of the population, whose earnings of eight pence to ten pence per day is quite insufficient for the sustenance of a family amounting in many instances to six or seven individuals; and we particularly felt for some of those engaged on the public works, who had to travel three or four Irish miles from their homes to their work; to shorten which distance, some would wade through a river which, at that time, was swollen to an inconvenient degree. The article of food which comes nearest within their ability to purchase, is the whole‐meal of the Relief Committee, and from this description of food they were beginning to suffer, as it was producing dysentery and diarrhæa amongst them.


Wishing to acquaint ourselves with the domestic condition of the people, we visited, in company with R. B. Kirchoffer, several of their cabins, some of which we found wretched and comfortless



in the extreme. In one case, the thatch had so decayed away, and was so little protection from the weather, that (it having rained that morning) the earthen floor was as wet as parts of the road we travelled over. In another of like description, where was a large family, the poor woman of the house considered it so unfit for our reception, that on our entering she threw a little dry straw before our feet for us to tread on, while the approaches were so filthy as to require no small degree of caution in passing over them. We also visited, on our way home, some labourers’ families in a very poor village, about a mile from R. B. Kirchoffer’s residence, whose condition excited our pity. One was that of a man who had not had any work for more than two months, in which time most of what was convertible was disposed of to procure food, and the last grain of meal nearly consumed, when relief arrived in the shape of work: and at the same time came also an additional burden—a widowed daughter with her children had left her desolate home, and thrown herself upon her father for a shelter, and to share his miserable earnings of tenpence per day.


In the course of our visiting, we distributed a few small sums of money amongst the most needy; and before finally parting from R. B. Kirchoffer, we placed an additional sum in his hands for further use in this way; he, being the only resident of the class of gentry in that locality, is resorted to by the poor on many occasions. He was about erecting a soup boiler on his own premises, by which he hoped to afford much relief. We consider that he has a claim on the consideration of the Committee, placed as he is alone in the midst of much suffering, though not of much utter destitution.



Thomas Wright,

William Harvey.

Cork, 7th of First‐month, 1847.







Report of a deputation appointed to visit the town of Kinsale, with the view principally of inspecting the wants of the fishermen.


On the 9th instant we proceeded to Kinsale, and soon happening to meet a member of the relief committee, he politely conducted us to their place of meeting. We found several of them busily engaged issuing bread to the poor of the neighbourhood. The operations of this committee are well ordered and interesting: they have built suitable premises, upon which they have a bakery with two ovens at constant work, and were then proposing to make a considerable addition to the number of workmen, in order to meet the increasing demand. They have



about 1700 names upon their books, who are visited or ascertained to be suitable objects for this kind of assistance: these are furnished with tickets, upon which they are entitled to purchase a certain quantity of good wheaten whole‐meal bread, at 1½d. per pound, and at this price the committee are incurring a large weekly loss. Under the same roof there is a soup kitchen, where the “Ladies’ Committee” attend, and with their own hands distribute a considerable quantity each day (about 600 quarts, we believe), partly gratuitous, and partly at 1d. per quart. The whole aspect of this concern is very encouraging. Whilst there, we learned that Major Deeds and the officers at Charlesfort (a mile from the town), have also established a soup kitchen, where they give a quart of soup each to about eighty persons daily; and in order more effectively to carry out their benevolent purpose, we are informed that these officers have made some personal sacrifices. It appears they have given up the several periodical publications they received, with but one exception (no small deprivation in their lonely position); and Major Deeds was endeavouring to effect a further reduction in the luxuries to which they have been accustomed, with the same object. He also assists at the relief committee in Kinsale.


We now come to the more immediate object of our journey—the fishermen. These form a separate community, usually employed in deep‐sea fishing. There are about 300 families located together; and, previously to the loss of the potato crop,—though, like other sea‐faring people, of improvident habits—they generally earned a comfortable livelihood. This we learned from a respectable and intelligent resident of Kinsale, who likewise confirmed, for the most part, the statements of their distress as contained in the memorial. We called on some active and very useful members of the ‘Ladies’ Committee,’ one of whom, at the time, held in her hand a bag containing her visiting book, and a supply of tickets for distribution among the families of the very locality we had to enquire about. She told us, as we had already heard, that the fishermen were now a little better off than when the application was sent two weeks previously; but that still most of the families had no more than one meal in the twenty‐four hours; that the greater part of their clothes were in the pawn offices; and that many were obliged to go to sea (sometimes for days together) without sufficient covering to shield them from the inclemency of the weather. The exhaustion arising from these painful privations may be illustrated by the following affecting occurrence: a poor man belonging to one of the hookers, returning from a fishing cruise of a day or two, was so reduced by want of nourishment and cold, that the slapping or shifting of a sail, after entering the harbour, was sufficient to throw him overboard, when, being too feeble to struggle, he sunk and was drowned! Each man going out requires



to have a double supply of food; one part to take for his own support, and another portion to leave for his family at home. Whilst potatoes were plentiful, they could manage this pretty well; but when that resource failed, and other provisions became dear, they sunk into indigence. Some are in the workhouse, and others are proper objects for it. They are quite unfit for any labour but fishing, and this has been for a long time very unproductive, owing to severe weather, scarcity of fish, and inability of the people generally to purchase what little they do take. We find, too, that a considerable cause of their great distress arose out of debts previously incurred to the Loan Fund. They were in the habit of borrowing this money—going security for each other—spending the sums so received unprofitably, and then, of necessity, were forced to pawn their clothes and furniture to meet the demands of the bank as they became due. Thus the famine found them; and but for the activity and benevolent care of the Ladies’ Committee before referred to, (in whose hands we left the sum entrusted to us for their relief,) it is probable that many might have perished altogether.



William Harvey.

Joseph Harvey.

Cork, Second‐month, 1847.







To the Auxiliary Relief Committee of Friends at Clonmel.


I left home to visit the districts of Burncourt and Tubrid on the 22nd of Second‐month, taking Ballyboy in my way: here I found active measures in progress for the daily distribution of prepared food to the distressed people around, and here I may literally say that actual famine first met my view. There was no mistaking the shrunken looks and sharpened features of the poor creatures, who were slowly and with tottering steps assembling to partake of the accustomed bounty. Sheer destitution marked their attenuated countenances too legibly, to admit of a doubt that it was all a sad reality.


Were I disposed to swell this report by the introduction of particular cases which came under my observation, or which were described to me by those on whom I could place implicit reliance, I surely have materials enough for a heart‐rending tale. I may just observe, however, that from what I witnessed on this short excursion, I have no difficulty in giving credit to most of the painful accounts which we hear or read of the sufferings of the poor in the south‐west of this province.


From Ballyboy, accompanied by William Fennell, a member of our auxiliary committee, I next went to Clogheen, and



visited the soup (or rather porridge) establishment there: it was at full work, and appears to be well attended to.


From Clogheen we proceeded to the village of Burncourt, situated at the foot of the Galtee mountains, a locality where destitution abounds to a fearful degree. This place, though nearly five miles distant, belongs to the parish and relief district of Clogheen; but from its remote situation, it has been so far neglected, or the difficulty of extending relief to it was considered so great, that I feel satisfied, if it were not for the extraordinary exertions of the members of —————’s family, aided by those of a respectable and kind‐hearted farmer and his family living in the immediate neighbourhood, the consequences would have been to the full as bad as those of which we have such awful reports from other quarters: as it was, I could learn that deaths from actual starvation were becoming of daily occurrence; whilst the corpses were buried in some instances at night, and without coffins! However, it was truly gratifying to me to find that, by means of the kind contributions of a few private individuals, (some in England,) and a small grant from our auxiliary relief committee, under the judicious care and management of those persons to whom I have alluded, there is now a well‐regulated and well‐supplied porridge shop, or kitchen, opened and at full work in the little village of Burncourt, and daily dispensing its benefits to multitudes of famishing objects. The regularity, order, and system which were perceptible in this little establishment were most satisfactory; and it will, I am sure, be cheering to those kind friends who have contributed to it, thus to hear of its success.


From Burncourt we next passed along the base of the Galtee range, through a desolate and wretched district, to Tencurry, where another porridge kitchen is just set up and at work. This, like the shop at Burncourt, is already the means of diffusing a large amount of benefit to the destitute poor, although but a few days in operation; and it was satisfactory to find that here, also, a small grant from our auxiliary committee had been of material assistance.


From Tencurry, we proceeded next to the village of Tubrid, where there is likewise a kitchen just set up, assisted by our committee, and which I have reason to expect will be productive of much good. This was the last station I visited on this occasion; for although there is a kitchen set up at Ardfinnan, and another at Castlegrace, both on my way between Clonmel and Clogheen, yet neither of them had actually commenced the preparation of food at the time of my visit, though both have done so since.


In concluding the report of this little tour, I think it right to allude to some circumstances which struck me very forcibly: one was, that in the course of my ride of thirty to forty miles,



and on a remarkably fine day for the season, I do not recollect that I saw in all twenty‐five men at agricultural work, and of these not more than five or six using the spade!


Another thing which claimed my attention was the fact, that I did not, in more than one instance that I can call to mind, see manure deposited on the land, preparatory to the green crop of 1847, and the corn crop of 1848! This alarming state of things was particularly observable in the district from Burncourt to Tencurry, in which scarcely an instance of recent field‐work was observable, but the land lying desolate and uncultivated since last summer or autumn; and, with the exception of the wheat crop, which occupies in some places about an average breadth, the same remark will generally apply to the whole of my route.


It was also remarkable, in passing along through these destitute districts, to observe the total absence of anything bordering on pleasantry or cheerfulness in the countenances of the people, old and young; all seemed to be down‐stricken and dejected; and yet, strange to say, I there saw the flour and meal being conveyed along the road without any escort, save that of the car‐driver; for so it is, that either from physical inability, or from what I should rather hope bespoke the prevalence of right feeling, the people in these localities do conduct themselves peaceably, and refrain from outrage in a remarkable manner.



Robert Davis.

Clonmel, 26th of Second‐month, 1847.







To the Auxiliary Relief Committee of Friends at Limerick.


In accordance with the wish of the committee, we proceeded on the 15th inst. to Kilrush.


On our way from that place to Cooraclare, we observed stacks of corn and hay on several farms, and behind several humble dwellings; this we were unprepared for, being under the impression that all or nearly all the corn had been consumed. The land also presented a less neglected appearance than we anticipated, from all that we had heard of its being left untilled. However, after leaving Cooraclare a mile or two behind us, towards the confines of Kilmacduane parish, the wild bleak hills of Kilmihil broke on our view; and as we proceeded, the cabins and farms assumed a more wretched appearance, and we soon had visible evidence that the description given us of the state of this parish had not been overcoloured.


We soon reached the house of the Roman Catholic priest. He entered earnestly into the subject of our mission; gave us information



on every point we sought; and displayed much good sense, good fueling, and candour in his communications.


This parish contains over eighteen thousand acres, and numbers about six thousand inhabitants. All the landed proprietors are non‐resident; there are no resident gentry; the priest is the only person to whom the poor can turn for assistance; and from all the accounts we have had, both before our visit to him and since, he appears to be unremitting in his exertions.


Alter leaving Cooraclare, we proceeded to Kilmurry Ibrickan. This parish contains about twelve thousand inhabitants, and presents a frightful picture of misery and want, more especially along the coast. To this quarter, many houseless wanderers, ejected tenants, and unfortunates of all kinds, and from all quarters, have for some years past been attracted by the free trade in sea‐weed manure, there being no check given to squatters; and these are so thickly clustered in some places, that on one townland here of forty‐six acres, there are two hundred and ten human beings! There are in this quarter five hundred families (containing over three thousand individuals) located near the shore, none of whom have any land attached to the hovels in which they try to exist. The potato having failed, and with it the trade in sea‐weed, not only are they totally deprived of food, but also of the means of procuring it, and as they are unrecognized by any landlord, they are not considered as tenants of the soil; and hence there is no one bound to them by ties of interest, or upon whom they can urge a legitimate claim for support.


After leaving Kilmurry, we entered the parish of Kilfarboy, and reached Miltown at six, p. m.


On our way to Miltown, and on our return next day by Kilkee, we entered several of the poorer cabins along the road, and in every instance administered some small relief, while we made enquiries as to their modes of life and means of subsistence. The scenes which we witnessed, and the stories which we heard in these abodes of human misery, will not be easily effaced from our memory. All were poor in the extreme—some deplorably so; but it was the same sad tale we heard from all; their potatoes had failed, and their scanty stock of oats being all consumed, they are now solely dependant on the wages received from the roadworks. The applicants for employment are so numerous, that in most instances only one man in a family, and in some cases one, and a boy, woman, or girl, can obtain it. All work alike on the roads! The pay of a man is tenpence, a woman eightpence, and a boy sixpence per day; and when you consider that there may be broken days from sickness or severe weather—that the price of the lowest description of food is enormously high—and that families here average about seven individuals, you will not be surprised when we state, that they can scarcely support life under their many privations. Indeed, their week’s wages,



when exchanged for food, is not more than sufficient for three or four days’ consumption. They endeavour, however, to stretch it over the week; but it is no uncommon thing with many families to be without any food for twenty‐four or thirty‐six hours before the succeeding pay‐day comes round, with the exception of the manor boy who is at work. And to prevent his strength (upon which all their living depends) from failing, the scanty subsistence of the others is still further reduced, to provide him with sufficient to sustain him. So pressing are the calls of hunger, that when the week’s supply of meal is brought home, (perhaps a distance of six miles) it is in many cases eaten before it is fully cooked; some bake it on a griddle; but among the very poorest, and where the family is large, in order to make it go far, it is boiled into gruel. Is it then to be wondered at that dysentery, the general result of insufficient and imperfectly cooked food, should be, as it is, so prevalent amongst them?



James Harvey.

Thomas Grubb.

Limerick, 22nd of Second‐month, 1847.







Extracts from Reports of Cork Auxiliary Committee to the Central Relief Committee in Dublin.



1st of Second‐month, 1847.


A few statistics for the past month may not be uninteresting. Distress continues to extend, and we believe there are few districts in this county, and the neighbouring one of Kerry, exempt from the pressure of the common calamity. Where the potato crop was most completely annihilated—in the far west—the famine first appeared; but other quarters were also invaded, as the remnant of the crop became blighted or consumed. Hence, in localities which, until recently, but slightly participated in this afflictive visitation, distress and destitution are now spreading; and the accounts from some of these are presenting the same features of appalling misery, as those which originally burst upon an affrighted nation from the neighbourhood of Skibbereen. The number of deaths resulting from absolute starvation do not appear to be on the increase; we should hope the contrary: but we cannot apply the same remark to the affecting loss of life from disease, superinduced by unwholesome and insufficient food, and other attendant privations, which the destitute poor have been so patiently enduring. But distress is not only extending its limits, but also ascending the gradations of society, and its effects must eventually converge from the extremities to the very centre. In town, many of the tradesmen who earned a livelihood by making the cheap clothing of the poor, are now



reduced to want; and from the country, a valued correspondent writes on the 18th ult.: “It is not the poor labourer and lower classes of farmers alone who are in want; some who have under‐tenants, and had profit rents of £40 to £60 a‐year, are on the very verge of destitution. They can get nothing from their tenants, and their stores of corn are just run out; they cannot even sow their land for next harvest.” This is, indeed, an alarming feature in the aspect of the country, especially at such a season of the year; and can be met only by the energetic intervention of government.


Country paupers continue to flock in, and our streets present a deplorable appearance. Many impostors are also taking advantage of the excited sensibilities of the charitable; and it is to be feared, the habits of mendicancy will become so confirmed in multitudes of the people, even after the famine shall have passed away, that nothing but a vagrancy act can effectually suppress it.


Our distribution of soup is rapidly increasing; during the past week, it averaged 1016 quarts per day, and on Seventh‐day reached the extent of 1268. Our preparations for a gratuitous branch are nearly completed, and we expect will come into operation on Second‐day next, enlarging considerably, and in an important direction, the amount of relief afforded in this way. There are also four district soup‐houses in the city, which the secretary informs us are supplying over 6,000 quarts daily,—one only giving a small addition of bread; and as they are in action every day of the seven, the weekly aggregate of soup supplied to the poor of Cork may be computed at 48,000 quarts.


Our women friends have organized a committee for employing the female poor, in making up cheap and comfortable clothing, intended principally for the suffering west; thus effecting a two‐fold benefit. A separate subscription was freely entered into for this purpose.





20th of Second‐month, 1847.


We lament to say that since our letter of the 1st instant, the condition of our district has assumed a still more serious aspect; and we could not now point out a locality exempt from the ravages of destitution, disease, and death. Even in the workhouse of this city, now overcrowded to excess, the mortality is progressing frightfully: one hundred and seventy‐four deaths, more than one death every hour, have taken place within the past week.


In all the country districts with which we correspond, and these are now very numerous, famine and disease are wasting away the population; whilst many of the panic‐stricken survivors, impelled by the impulse of nature, continue to flock into the city, towns, and villages, seeking some sustenance. It



must be obvious that all exertions hitherto used, cannot supply a sufficiency of food to the famishing multitudes spread over the surface of these large and populous counties, in which the tillage of the soil, the ordinary source of labour, continues to be neglected to an alarming extent.


In this city, many cases of appalling destitution have been brought into notice, by the visiting system connected with the gratuitous branch of our soup distribution. Even the houses of once‐respectable tradesmen, denuded of every article of furniture, and without fuel or bedding, present an affecting spectacle of want and misery. Under feelings of commiseration, which such privations are well calculated to excite, a separate subscription has been raised for supplying straw beds and a little fuel; and as the clothing committee are not forgetful of this class, the little comforts thus supplied, in addition to daily rations of soup and bread, must greatly improve the condition of the grateful recipients.


We are now experiencing the advantage of the ample scale on which our steam apparatus was erected, the distribution of soup having last week reached an average of nearly fourteen hundred quarts per day. The other depots also are in active operation; and it is proposed not only to enlarge the efficacy of these useful establishments, but also to extend their utility, by the preparation of some other nutritious articles of diet.


History records some affecting instances of the disruption of social relations, and the severance of domestic ties, in the depth of a nation’s extremity; and it is truly humiliating to witness in our day, the blighting effects of this calamitous visitation on the character and habits of our afflicted peasantry; no mourning for the dead, and in many cases but little attention paid to the dying; whilst funerals—once the noted occasions of their humble display—but rarely attract the interest of surviving relatives and friends.


Out of the funds placed at our disposal, to assist in alleviating this fearful mass of misery, we have already allotted one hundred and thirty‐four grants in money, and also supplied twenty‐three soup boilers gratuitously. By these means, a large number of benevolent individuals of both sexes have been sustained and encouraged in their arduous labors to stand in the breach, through which the flood of desolation is pouring its accumulating torrent. But so utterly disproportionate are all our efforts, that many would shrink back in dismay, were they not animated by a measure of that love which transcends all other motives of human action.










Extract from Report of Waterford Auxiliary Committee to the Central Relief Committee in Dublin.


16th of Second‐month, 1847.


Since our appointment, most of the districts within a range of ten or fifteen miles of this city, where it was believed distress prevailed, have been visited, or appointments are now made for that purpose. As a general remark, perhaps the result of their operations might be stated by saying that distress increases. As I mentioned in a former letter, great misery prevails in the district around Bunmahon; where, I fear, not a few lives have been lost from the effects of an inadequate supply of food. The district which lies at the foot of the Cummeragh mountains appears also to have suffered much. Our main object has been the establishment of soup‐kitchens, and in most of the places we have visited, these have either been got to work, or are in course of being established. The public seem now more generally to recognise the advantage of this mode of supplying food in a ready‐cooked form; and where it has been adopted, the effects of this nutritious diet become visible, more particularly in the improved appearance of the children, and its general tendency to check those diseases which arise from unwholesome or inadequate food.


Our remark as to the increase of distress applies to this city also. We have determined to increase the daily supply from the establishment under our own care, though it already much exceeds what was at first contemplated; we think that the quantity of soup given out in this city weekly, gratuitously, or at reduced prices, is about 9,000 quarts, with about 12,000 lbs. of bread; a considerable quantity of fuel and straw for bedding has also been supplied. Still, it is evident that all that can be done is inadequate to meet the prevailing distress; and almost every day adds to the number of poor creatures, who seek refuge here from the surrounding country, and whose famine stricken appearance too evidently indicates the sufferings they have experienced.


Soup establishments have been opened in several places in this district, and others are in progress of formation. The visits of our Committee have much facilitated their organization, and the public generally are beginning more fully to appreciate their advantages. I am sorry to say the distress is much on the increase; large numbers flocking in from the country, and many necessitated to solicit assistance, who but a short time since were considered independent.








Extracts from letters addressed to the Committee, showing the condition of different parts of the country in the winter of 1846–7.


County of Donegal, 14th of December, 1846.—The district attached to the relief committee of which I am chairman, comprises two parishes, and is a mountainous tract, twenty statute miles in length by eight in breadth in the centre. By the census returns, in 1841, the number of families was 2,778, and the population was 15,280.


The committee have with great labor obtained the names of the head of every family in each parish, the number of persons dependent on them, together with the amount of their holding, stock, &c. From these returns we have extracted the names of 663 heads of families who are in the greatest possible want, without resource of any kind. I have also gone carefully over them, and estimated that there are, besides, 1,173 heads of families most of whom are in as great distress now as the 663 were when their names were extracted, and 312 who will require relief probably before the others have been set to work. You will thus perceive that I estimate the number of families who will require relief at 2,148; by deducting them from the 2,778 families as given in the census, there will be found to be 630 not included in my estimate.


By the poor law valuation, there are only 639 rated above £4. Having gone carefully over the returns, and formed my estimate without any reference whatsoever to the Poor Law Valuation, it is satisfactory to me to find its probable correctness so fully proved; though I am even still apprehensive that the numbers ultimately requiring relief will exceed the figures I have given.


It was intended by the committee that the 663 heads of families whose names were first extracted, should be set to work at once; but I regret to state that, notwithstanding every exertion on the part of the committee, the calls on the engineers and officers of the Board of Works to lay off roads are such, that only 150 of them have as yet been set to work, while tickets have been issued to 181 more; who, it is to be hoped, will be set to work before the end of the week. But I fear it will be some time yet before tickets can be obtained for the remaining 332; for I know the inspecting officer who issues the tickets has engagements for a fortnight at least, and the calls on the engineers to lay off roads in every direction throughout the county are as pressing as possible.


Supposing that, by the end of this week, there should be 331 individuals (some of them women, and many boys) at work; there will be 332 families left, who have been selected by the committee as cases of the most urgent and pressing necessity, for whom there is no prospect of work for the next three weeks,



under the most favourable circumstances. I cannot estimate the other pressing cases at less than 586, which is the half of 1173 already named as being probably now in as great distress as those in the first class were at the time they were selected; so that at the most moderate estimate, there are 918 families, making, at the usual allowance of five to a family, 4590 individuals in these two parishes alone, suffering under the most pressing want.


In one of these parishes there are 493 ratings for the poor’s rate above £4, and 1041 at and under £4; while, in the other, there are only 146 of the first, to 923 of the latter. These figures speak volumes; for such very small farmers and cottiers cannot but be in the greatest distress under the existing calamity. No one who attended, as I did, to the last issue of tickets for work, and saw the haggard countenances of the recipients of those tickets, with the look of disappointment of those to whom, alas, none could be given, could feel the slightest doubt of the intensity of the distress. I was engaged for the last three days of last week attending the inspecting officer in his issues of tickets, partly in this district and partly in an adjoining parish; and I can assure you that the countenances of the unfortunate men who could not get tickets, and even those also who did obtain them, have been present to my mind almost ever since; knowing as I do the distant prospect of relief for both classes; and that if this severe weather should continue, it is impossible to foresee the consequences that will ensue, for the roads cannot be laid off by the engineers even if the men could work at them afterwards. I cannot leave this branch of the subject, without stating that the patience and good feeling of these unfortunate men is wholly beyond praise. When their families are small, so that they have been passed by to give tickets to others with larger families; or when a whole district has been left without tickets, because the road selected to be first made is designed to run through a country suffering under deeper privations than theirs, they have listened cheerfully, and even thankfully, to the explanations given to them; merely begging that they may not be forgotten, for that indeed they are sorely “put to it” to live. Never have I witnessed so much good feeling, patience, and cheerfulness, under privations of the existence of which there can no longer be the slightest doubt.


Co. of Mayo, Crossmolina, 20th of December, 1846.—This parish contains 20,000 inhabitants, one‐half of whom are in a state of destitution. The village of Crossmolina contains 2,000 inhabitants, one half of whom are in a state of desperate want. This population is made up of farmers dispossessed of their farms throughout the country, who were too poor to go to America, and are obliged to remain depending on a casual day’s labor.


Co. of Mayo, Parish of Kilfian, 29th of December, 1846.—The



wretched condition of this parish, containing a dense population of pauper tenantry, is truly deplorable; and were I to detail the miseries which, in the discharge of my parochial duties, I daily witness, few would believe the sad and sickening account. Suffice it to say, that from one end of the parish to the other, the poor are without money, food, clothing, or hope of relief. No less than eight deaths from want of food have occurred within the last week between this and the adjoining parish, and dysentery prevails to a fearful extent. In fact, such is the increasing amount of destitution in this part of the country, that with every means applied and every exertion made, hundreds must inevitably perish. Injustice to the poor people here, I must say they are patiently enduring their sufferings. Not a murmur is to be heard; nor a single depredation is committed.


County of Mayo, Ballina, 29th of December, 1846.—The parish of Kilmoremoy contains a population of about 13,127 persons. Of those who live in the town, more than 5000 persons depend on manual labour for their support; so that even in the best of past years it might be said that a day’s idleness is a day’s starvation to them. Of those who live in the country parts, about 1,500 persons are cottiers or squatters; that is, persons who have no holding of land, but in the spring season take one‐half or one‐quarter an acre of land, sometimes at the rate of £6 per acre, to set potatoes; and depend for the means of paying the rent on contingent employment through the country. The other 700 are small farmers holding from two to five acres of land, and a very few families, with seven acres; and as the potato crop was that chiefly cultivated on those small farms, its total failure this year has rendered them all destitute; so that I might say with the greatest truth, there are not seven families in the country parts of this parish, who do not require relief to save them from starvation. Our landlords in this part of the country are mostly middlemen, that is, landlords who pay rent themselves to head landlords for the estates which they hold. Those landlords, possessing but small incomes from their estates, and many of them being already encumbered with family claims and ancestral mortgages, are unable to consult for the comforts of their tenants. Hence that insensibility of feeling with which they now view unmoved the starving condition of their tenants. And when they see the enormous burden of taxes to which their already sunk properties are liable to be subjected, instead of endeavouring to provide employment for their people, they endeavour to impede it by every means in their power. Having been too indifferent about the welfare of their tenants, and solicitous only about their own rents, they have allowed their properties, by the division and subdivision of holdings already too small, to be overrun by an impoverished tenantry. They now



perceive their error, and would wish to apply a remedy; but their limited means do not enable them to do so.


Co. of Armagh, 21st of January, 1847.—We have not one resident landlord in the parish. Some absentees hold considerable property. As yet we have not received contributions from any, except from ———, who has very little property in the parish, but gave a most liberal contribution to our fund. There is little expected from the others. ———, of Dublin, also a small proprietor in this parish, contributed generously to our fund. The resident farmers have subscribed handsomely, in proportion to their means. We are very scrupulous as to economy, and spend nothing whatever in the way of paying persons to manage our fund; this is all done by the local committee and secretary. In fact, all that is now required to keep the work going on, is money: if we can raise enough of that, we will, with God’s blessing, be able to keep our poor labouring people alive; and, without a large addition to our fund, I dread the fearful consequence—the poor must die from want. Already misery and starvation are pictured in their countenances, and many of the poor labourers, from not having sufficient food, are becoming too weak to work. The poor children, a few weeks ago so gay and healthy looking, are actually pining away with hunger. The schools are empty; the poor little creatures cannot sit all day in a school room without their breakfast. Multitudes are existing on a meal in the day, and that a scanty one. Too many do not get even one itself.


Co. of Cork, Bantry, 28th of January, 1847.—The parish of Bantry is 18 by 16 miles in extent, and contains nearly 17,000 inhabitants, of whom about 10,000 are in a state of absolute destitution. Our poor‐house is calculated to contain 600, but has now over 800 crowded into it; and consequently, while another house is being prepared, the doors are closed against further admissions. The daily average number of deaths within the house is eight (this day the number was twelve,) and in almost every case death is caused by starvation previous to admission. Indeed, the poor creatures, when they find exhausted nature failing, seek admittance, solely to secure for themselves decent burial, which they know their friends cannot afford them. The ties of natural affection, hitherto so strong a feature in the character of the Irish people, seem to be completely torn asunder by this grievous visitation. Dysentery is very prevalent, produced under the influence of cold and famine. Fever of a malignant type is also appearing, and unless checked by the merciful interposition of a gracious Providence, must spread rapidly among a people so fitly prepared to receive its contagion. There were more than 100 persons at my door this morning seeking relief; it is the same every day, and these are merely the representatives of so many families.




County of Cork, Skibbereen, 6th of February, 1847.—This place is one mass of famine, disease and death; the poor creatures hitherto trying to exist on one meal per day, are now sinking under fever and bowel complaints—unable to come for their soup, and this not fit for them: rice is what their whole cry is for; but we cannot manage this well, nor can we get the food carried to the houses from dread of infection. I have got a coffin with moveable sides constructed, to convey the bodies to the churchyard, in calico bags prepared, in which the remains are wrapped up. I have just sent this to bring the remains of a poor creature to the grave, who having been turned out of the only shelter she had—a miserable hut—perished the night before last in a quarry, she was found with some flax around her, lying dead! You will perceive, my dear sir, by this fact, how we are placed, and were it not for my strong reliance on Almighty God, I could not bear up against these scenes.


Co. of Donegal, Dungloe, 7th of February, 1847.—The rice, beef, and peas, which you have allotted to us, will, indeed, be most useful, and also the boiler, for which we are most thankful. The ground is now deeply covered with snow, and I fear all the public works will be stopped, and how those poor creatures can exist I know not. Our clergyman and doctor visited the Island of Arranmore: I enclose a copy of their report. I regret that I feel so incompetent to express or describe the state of total helplessness that those gentle suffering people are reduced to. Tenants of an absentee, and neglected by those that are living in luxury from the rents collected from these wretched people, their patience is beyond belief. They every day see some relative or member of their family suddenly taken from them; they follow him to the grave, and return without saying one harsh word against landlord, agent, or any one else.



Extract of Report above referred to.


“In consequence of the expressed anxiety of many friends, as well as in accordance with what we conceived to be a duty, we visited Arranmore on Wednesday, the 13th of January, to ascertain by personal investigation, how far the report of disease and great destitution, said to be existing there, was founded on fact. This is the largest and most populous of the group of islands off the north‐west coast of Donegal, and contains about 1500 inhabitants.


“Apprehending that there might be ample foundation for such a report, we went into the island provided with the means of administering some relief both to the sick and the hungry.


“That our apprehensions were well grounded was proved by the many cases of distress we met with in our walk. Most of the cabins we visited were small, smoky, dark and loathsome;



destitute of the meanest articles of furniture—the solitary chest being frequently applied to the various uses of table, chair, and dresser. The whole arrangements of the hovels, in many instances, resembled more the wretched resources of savage life than those which might be expected to be found within the precincts of a civilized nation.


“The bounty of some charitable persons enabled us to issue tickets for about half‐a‐ton of Indian meal; the number of applicants was vast, but it was only the most awfully destitute amongst them we could help. In order, therefore, to dole out our supply the more extensively, we determined to give but one stone of meal to any individual, except in very dreadful cases; yet, so irresistible was the eagerness to gain even such a trifling quantity, that, though the people were under the conviction (and they are generally very timorous) that a man and child had died of an infectious disease, a couple of days before, in the house we stood in, they, notwithstanding, crowded about us for tickets; and, to give additional weight to the force of this statement, we may add, that they crossed the sea, a distance of four miles, the next day, though it was rough and stormy, for the sake of one single stone of meal.


“It was no wonder that the biscuits we took with us were eagerly seized and ravenously devoured, for, in the minute scrutiny we made through the cabins, the only articles of food we discovered were—half‐a‐stone of meal, half a pound tied up in a night‐cap, and about a stook of unthreshed barley.


“The island itself exhibits one uniform scene of unmitigated desolation, not a single stack of corn having been observed by us far or near, throughout those parts of it which we visited; in some places, the land had been dug over three times in the hope of obtaining an occasional potato.


Employment is not to be had, nor are public works going on in the island; and it is altogether impossible that the islanders could attend work daily on the mainland, owing to the intervening sea passage.


“In calmly reviewing and reflecting upon the harrowing and revolting incidents that were crowded into our hurried walk through but a part of the island, and on a short winter’s day, we feel astonished and dismayed at the accumulation of misery that presented itself to us; and we mourn as we persuade ourselves, that such afflictions are but the shadows of things to come, and the beginning of unutterable sorrows.



“Val. Pole Griffith, Officiating Minister.

“G. F. Brady, Medical Superintendent of the District.

“Templecrone Glebe, Dungloe, Co. of Donegal,

“19th of January, 1847.”








Co. of Wicklow, Arklow, 10th of February, 1847.—The Arklow Relief Fund has for its sole capital the remains of a fund raised last year, to meet the local distress occasioned by the failure of the herring fishery during the previous winter. There was an addition made by government to the subscription raised in the neighbourhood.


So long as the poor, that is, the general class of inhabitants, had any article, whether of clothing, furniture, fishing or agricultural implements to pawn, the extent of distress remained unknown; but now that all is gone, it has been ascertained through the means of a census made at the expense of the ladies’ committee, that destitution to a frightful extent really exists in the town, and the whole burden of supporting the lives and relieving the miseries of this unhappy multitude is to be borne by our association. We must supply a little fuel and some clothing to the poor—for we have learned, from personal inspection, that they are destitute of food and clothing, furniture and fuel.


Co. of Louth, Ardee, 10th of February, 1847.—The applicants are of opinion that much can be done towards alleviating the distress of the poor, by supplying them with good wholesome broth, which can be had at a small expense. Every family who can afford it gives out broth to the poor around them, but this, of course, must be on a limited scale. The want of clothing is begun to be much felt, particularly shoes, these the poor cannot supply themselves with, as every farthing they get goes for their daily support, and in many cases it does not half supply them.


The applicants are fully aware that many parts of Ireland are in a much worse condition than this, but there is much suffering and destitution in this district also; dysentery is very prevalent, and fever is daily increasing. When the working members of a family are taken ill, they have absolutely neither food nor fire nor the means of obtaining them, and were it not for the charity of the gentry they must perish.


Co. of Cork, Ballydehob, 12th of February, 1847.—The village is much crowded, and we have divided the country into six districts; two ladies visit each road and take down the names of the destitute; thus we become acquainted with the abodes of the afflicted; at present blankets and straw are so much required we know not how to meet the difficulty. If I can procure a sufficient sum, I shall visit Cork to purchase them, as every thing here is at the highest price, as also in Skibbereen. The poor people often swell to a great degree after they receive relief, and soon after die. We have been able to give Indian meal three times in the week, with some coffee, tea, rice, &c. as circumstances require.


Co. of Wicklow, Newtown‐mountkennedy, 15th of February,



1847.—This district comprises a large mountain tract, covered with small cottier farmers, holding from two to six acres, all of whom are reduced to the greatest wretchedness from the failure of the crops. From our resources we have kept a soup‐kitchen at work since November, but all we can do fails to meet the necessities of the poor.


This day, on a close examination of the positive wants of the district, we find there are more than two thousand in want of daily food, and although we have no adequate funds to meet such an undertaking,—yet we cannot see them die without making an effort to save them. We discovered several families (to‐day) who had eaten no food for twenty‐four hours, and what will be the end of this if we don’t stand in the gap between them and death?


Co. of Cork, Castletown‐Berehaven, 17th of February, 1847.—Having been informed by a private friend that you had received a quantity of clothing for the poor from England, may I beg to bring the state of this isolated and afflicted parish, or rather the Union of Berehaven, under your notice. At the last census it contained over 20,000 souls, of whom the greater part are suffering all the horrors of famine, and of fever and dysentery, produced by the sudden changes of food; together with the wretched apprehension daily forced on their very souls, that still their little ones will perish around them in spite of private or public assistance. Unhappily, this year they could spare nothing for any other purpose but food, and the greater the deficiency of food, the more they want the assistance of warm clothing. Many of them are, as they say, ‘struck with the cold’ while working, and drop off the roads into a low malignant fever, which consigns too many to an early grave, leaving their families in a still worse condition. And of all clothing, if any be bought, pray do purchase shoes; the men on the roads are now going barefoot, and as the roads are mostly laid out through low grounds to obtain levels, their feet suffer, and the checked circulation falls with double effect upon the vitals. As the impression is fast strengthening among them that they are doomed to die, they are not preparing, and without clothing cannot prepare, to provide for next year. Under these circumstances, I think a present of clothing would be exceedingly valuable to them this spring.


Co. of Armagh, Loughgall, 23rd of February, 1847.—The parish of Tartaraghan is an agricultural parish, containing a population of 7313 souls, five and a half miles long by about three broad, a great part of the land of which is of a boggy nature. Its population has been hitherto chiefly supported by weaving carried on in their own houses. The weaver at present can only earn 2s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. by weaving a web of sixty yards, which employs him nearly a whole week in preparation: while at present prices such



wages will not support the mere weaver without a family. Even with such wages, I can state it as a fact, having come under my own immediate observation, that weavers are sitting up three nights per week, in order by any means to procure food for their families. There is scarcely a family in the parish in which there is not some one or more members of the family sitting up nightly. I have seen them, in returning to my own home, from visiting the sick, at 2, a.m. working as busily as in the day‐time. In several cases I have relieved individuals at their own houses, who from exhaustion had been compelled to lie down, and could no longer continue at work on the loom. This has been and is now the only means of employment; there are no public or private works carrying on, or about to be carried on in the district, and even this mode of scanty and insufficient employment is now rapidly ceasing.


The distress has been lately greatly augmented by the turnip crop, on which numbers were subsisting, having become exhausted. It is also greatly increased from the fact that the poor having now almost entirely sold or pawned their clothes, (even having in many cases sold their Bibles) have no farther resources from whence to draw.


I have myself witnessed the living lying on straw, by the side of the unburied dead, who had died three days before. Many cases of deaths from actual starvation have occurred amongst the able‐bodied, without reckoning the aged and infirm, who have been cut off by the effects of starvation, or the very many children who have died from the same cause. I have been called to see a girl of four years old, a few weeks ago a strong healthy girl, who was so emaciated as to be unable either to stand or move a limb. I have visited houses where there was no article whatever of food or clothing, nothing but straw to lie down upon, not even a stool to sit upon,—some of whose inmates, I fear, must have perished.


Last year, to have been buried without a hearse, would have been a lasting stigma to a family; now, hearses are almost laid aside.


We are, in short, rapidly approaching, and if unassisted, must arrive at a state parallel to the worst pictures that have been presented to the public from the county of Cork.


Co. of Cavan, Ballyjamesduff, 28th of February, 1847.—We have no language to convey to you any adequate idea of the amount of misery to be seen on every side. The report of our dispensary doctor this day is, that two hundred persons in this district are dying of destitution, and that fifty of them are so far gone that little hope remains of their recovery. Many deaths from destitution have already occurred. At first this sad fact was verified by the verdict of the coroner; but now he is seldom sent for, as it would entail unnecessary expense on the county.




Hundreds of people who were strong a few months ago, are now reduced to feeble and ghastly skeletons; and yet they seem resigned to their fate, rather than prolong their lives by dishonest means. Nothing can be more orderly and peaceable than the conduct of the peasantry, although suffering privations almost beyond the power of human endurance. The population is visibly decreasing—dysentery and diseases of the chest are very prevalent and fatal; few of the old or infirm are likely to survive this awful visitation. Their constitutions are so undermined by want, that death effects its purpose by causes the most simple—a slight cold, or a disordered stomach, often terminates their existence in a few hours.


Galway, May, 1852.—The cabins in the west of Ireland are principally constructed with stone. Those of the cottiers, (men not holding land, or holding only one or two acres) are of the most miserable description; often without a chimney, and not unfrequently without a door.


The substitute for the potato, during the time of famine, was meal of various descriptions, and turnips when they were to be had. In many instances, persons had to travel many miles to purchase the meal, the price of which had become enormously high. The autumn of 1846 had been unusually dry, and very many of the mills in several populous districts were not able to be worked, from a deficient supply of water. This had the effect of making the meal still more scarce in many localities, than even in ordinary cases; and that at a time of the year when there was usually the smallest demand for it, on account of the potato being most abundant. From the cause I have stated, the town of Tuam was for two days without a supply of bread for the inhabitants; the whole stock of the flour, meal, &c. in the bakers’ stores being exhausted.


The ordinary price of the potato had been twopence per stone of sixteen pounds, and sometime seven less. The ordinary wages of the labourer had been sixpence or sevenpence per day. The price of the food was in this case in some proportion to the price of labour. When the potato failed, and the price of food became so high in comparison with what it had been, the labourers were very generally discharged by their employers, who could not afford, or were unwilling to employ them at wages which bore a fair proportion to a more expensive description of food. Even turnips sold in the winter of 1846 at 2s. 3d. per cwt. and there was a great demand for them at that price. Had the really destitute, therefore, received wages below the average rate of the ordinary wages of the district, it would have been impossible for them to have procured a sufficient amount of sustenance to have supported existence; so that what was intended as the test of destitution, in the arrangements for the public works, was inapplicable, and consequently ineffective.








Extracts from the Letters of James Perry and Jonathan Pim, members of the Central Relief Committee, whilst on a visit of inspection to some parts of Connaught.



Galway, 28th of Third‐month, 1847.


We spent the greater part of yesterday, after our arrival, visiting different soup shops, &c. in company with one of the Protestant clergymen. He manages the central establishment, which sells meal, and distributes about 1200 quarts of soup daily. The Sisters of Mercy feed five to six hundred persons daily, chiefly girls and children. The Presentation convent feeds about five hundred, principally by giving breakfasts to girls and children. The convent in Lombard‐street is a small establishment, but has lately put up a new boiler of seventy to eighty gallons, and distributes soup or porridge to boys. The West Convent gives soup to the Claddagh fishermen; about nine hundred and sixty quarts daily. There are also some other local associations of a more confined character. The means of relief here appear to have been well organized, and the best feeling seems to prevail. The district relief association considered it better to extend the working of institutions already in existence, rather than attempt any new organization. We believe none of the townspeople have been allowed to suffer extreme destitution, though some countrypeople who have sought refuge here have actually died of want.


The great reduction in the number of men employed on the public works, partly through the stoppage or completion of some works, partly by the striking off of twenty per cent, has alarmed the people here very much. The Committee’s circular will be very well timed; but you must guard against the danger of exciting any hopes which may prevent striking a rate, and applying for a loan in advance, which the guardians and new relief committees are much too well inclined to avoid if possible. It is our opinion that a large amount may be immediately dispensed with considerable advantage; but it ought to be accompanied by a decided recommendation to be prompt in acting under the new relief act, intimating that your assistance, being only intended for the present emergency, must not be expected again. We should be glad to see £10,000 distributed in money or value during the coming fortnight. There ought to be a circular prepared, to save trouble on the transmission of any grants, and which may contain your advice as above.





Cashla Lodge, County of Galway,

28th of Third‐month, 1847.


The road, from Galway to this place, about twenty miles



in length, passes through a very wild country, consisting of one continued surface of granite rock, rising gradually from the sea, with occasional patches of thin boggy soil; and it appears, from the number of cabins along the road, to have supported a population nearly if not fully as dense as is usually met with on the most fertile land. How they lived, even with the help of the potato, is surprising; but now it seems doubtful if the fee‐simple of the land would support them for twelve months. They have been supported, since the failure of the potatoes, entirely by the public works. Scarcely anything has yet been done towards the cultivation of the land, though there are some indications of it, in a little sea‐weed lying on the ground in some places. We dont think that many deaths have taken place from actual starvation, and did not hear of any.


There is a government steamer close to this, in Greatman’s‐bay, with provisions from the British Association. We are informed that they have landed some provisions on the islands of Lettermore and Gorumna.





Roundstone, 29th of Third‐month, 1847.


The people whom we saw between Cashla‐lodge and Greatman’s‐bay looked well; but, on making further enquiry, we find that there have been some deaths from actual want. We saw many cattle, and some pigs and poultry. The public works both there and on Lettermore are still continued, and none of the people have been put off. The Protestant curate of Spiddal superintends a soup shop on Lettermore, at which soup is given out twice a week, from a boiler containing seventy to eighty gallons. A respectable looking man attends it, who says he visits the families relieved. In Lettermore and Gorumna there is considerable distress, and there will be great suffering indeed, if the public works are stopped before the new relief act is in operation. There is scarcely the least appearance of cultivation, yet there was a little with the Waste Land Company’s tenants, and some draining going on, and a trifle in one or two other places. We are told that several persons have seed potatoes and oats, but they are afraid to plant the potatoes, lest they should be dug up by thieves when planted. All we see convinces us of the necessity of putting an end to the government works, as soon as the new measures can be brought into operation. All other employment is neglected for them. The people along this coast used to derive a large part of their support from the trade in seaweed and turf; the former of course no longer exists, as it was only required for potatoes and oats, and can be of no use unless the land be tilled. The turf‐cutting was much neglected last summer, on account of the works then going on. It is next to impossible to induce the people to go out fishing, although there



is a curing‐house here which gives a certain market. If the new relief measures can be quickly brought into operation, and the public works stopped, we expect a considerable portion of the land will be cultivated, and the people in time brought back to regular habits of industry; but considerable assistance will be required in the transition from one mode of relief to the other.





Clifden, 30th of Third‐month, 1847.


This is by much the most distressed place we have seen, realising to a considerable extent the scenes described respecting Skibbereen and Skull—people dying in the streets—wasted forms—the countenances pale, and pinched with hunger. There are crowds waiting round the soup‐kitchen, and a great many beggars whose tales we cannot doubt; although we have felt ourselves restrained from any street relief, seeing the utter impossibility of using any discrimination. The relief committee under the new act met this day for the first time for this electoral division. We had consulted between ourselves, and thinking this a case which required prompt and decisive measures, we have proposed to them that, pending the carrying into effect of the new measures, they should make arrangements to supply to every absolutely destitute person in the electoral divisions of Clifden and Ballindoon, who had no one now earning wages to support him, (that is to say, to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd classes named in page 2 of Part IV. of the Instructions for the Temporary Relief Act) a quarter of a stone of meal per week, or half a pound per day; and that our Committee would in this case make them a grant of meal or money to a quarter the amount, in the expectation that the Government would double our grant. If the Government should not be willing to give a donation to an equal amount with our grant, we have agreed to make good the deficiency, so as to leave only half the expenditure to be provided by the electoral division committee out of the funds now remaining in their hands. We hope they will act on this offer. Something of the sort appears to be absolutely necessary to set them in motion; and we have the less hesitation in making this proposal from knowing the extreme poverty which prevails here, and the small value of the property which is liable for its support. Our offer is to last for four weeks, or until the end of next month, when we expect the new relief measures will be in operation. They estimate the number of destitute in these two electoral divisions at about 4,000, so that, at 2s. 4d. per stone, our offer would involve an expense of £16 13s. 4d. per day; of which, if continued for thirty days, we should have to pay the quarter, say £125; and to make good a quarter more, if the Government will not double our grant.







Newport, County of Mayo,

1st of Fourth‐month, 1847.


We breakfasted this morning in company with Count Strzelecki, the agent of the British Association for the northern district, say Mayo, Sligo, and Donegal. He has resided some weeks back at Westport. We had a long conversation with him respecting the state of Mayo, and the best means of meeting the present crisis, which he looks upon as we do. We then had a long interview with Richard M. Lynch, the inspector of the Westport Union; which resulted in our promising to that Union (part of which is in great destitution) grants on nearly the same principle that we had previously offered to Clifden. Enclosed is a copy of our letter to R. M. Lynch, explaining the terms of our grant, which we trust the Committee will approve of, as desirable under present circumstances.


You will observe that our grant is £200 for a district having a population of about 80,000; on the condition that relief to the destitute shall be commenced forthwith throughout every part of the Union. If it be only begun, we think it will certainly be continued. The inspector considered the amount we have granted to be a sufficient spur to set them fairly to work; but thought that without something of the sort, they would defer giving any relief until all the forms required by the law were completed, and that many deaths from starvation would be the result. Many of those on the Committees will be too anxious to make use of any pretext for delay, and will blame the Government for any misfortune which may result.


We have considered the matter, and have had conversation with Count Strzelecki, Captain Carey, R. M. Lynch, and other official persons whom we have met; and we feel convinced that unless some means be taken to stimulate the new committees to immediate action, such delays will take place as will cause the most lamentable results. We are also decidedly of opinion, that the new relief committees are the proper medium for any relief to be afforded pending the completion of the arrangements; because we have reason to expect the early completion of the official lists of the destitute; and also because we then have the security of the inspectors, on whose ability and integrity we believe that full reliance may be placed. The present grant is £200 for a population of 80,000, in a very destitute district. If the same plan were carried out through all the Unions of Connaught, West Ulster, and West Munster, the population being about 4,000,000, the proportionate amount would be £10,000; supposing that the Government would double our grant.


It appears to us that the Committee is bound to make such an attempt, and that with the funds at our disposal, it would not



be too much to dispose of £10,000 in this manner; and if the object be attained, we believe that the expenditure will be among the most valuable that we have made.


It is evident that no time is to be lost, if you agree with us in this matter; and we have therefore prepared a draft of a circular, which we recommend to be addressed to the inspector of each of the unions in Connaught, and in the most destitute portions of the other provinces. It will be desirable, in this particular matter, that all our communications should be with the inspectors, as it will lessen the correspondence, and secure prompt, uniform, and efficient action.








Extracts from the Letters of Richard D. Webb, of Dublin, whilst on a visit of inspection to Erris, at the request of the Central Relief Committee, in consequence of a statement made to them, that some of their grantees had misappropriated the grants entrusted to them.



Belmullet, County of Mayo,

8th of Fifth‐month, 1847.


Shortly after arriving at Ballina I called at Carrowmore, the residence of George Vaughan Jackson, a gentleman who has devoted himself with great energy to the alleviation of the prevalent distress. He travels upwards of 100 miles per week while attending three relief committees in various parts of the country. He describes the amount of destitution in the populous district round Ballina as enormous, and the difficulty very great in the way of efforts to lessen it. Owing to the number of absentees, there are but few landlords left to carry forward either public or private measures of relief, and upon these few the claims are greater than can be readily appreciated in more civilized and wealthier communities.


In the workhouse at Ballina, the mortality from fever and dysentery has been alarming; but it must be remembered that a large proportion of the sufferers only applied for admission in the hope that they should be provided with a coffin when dead, which was more than could be expected if they died outside the workhouse walls. Before the present visitation, the poorer classes in this country were extremely tenacious of the credit and respectability attached to a good, large, well‐conducted funeral. Many who saved money for no other purpose, were careful to preserve a hoard to defray their funeral expenses. Few of the popular customs appeared more firmly rooted than this; but it has been swept away like chaff before the wind. In the most distressed districts, funerals are now rarely attended by more than three or four relatives or friends; they excite little attention,



and apparently less feeling. Whole families are exterminated by dysentery, fever, and starvation; and this catastrophe has become so common in the west of Connaught, that it excites no more notice than would have been occasioned two years ago by the death of an individual.


At Crossmolina, six miles from Ballina, I called upon the rector of the parish. He and his family are indefatigable in their efforts for the relief of distress. They keep a soup‐kitchen in constant operation, and numbers flock to them from all parts of that populous and afflicted district.


From Crossmolina to Belmullet, the road passes through an exceedingly wild country, consisting of bogs, and heathy mountains of no great elevation and little picturesque beauty. The quantity of arable land in this district is but small, and the apparent population very limited. However, I was told I must not judge of the density of population by the number of cabins visible from the road, or by the fewness of the people we met; for in the glens of the mountains, and in the valleys between the hills on either side, there are villages inhabited by hundreds.


Belmullet is the principal, and indeed the only, place deserving the name of a town in the barony. Binghamstown, three miles farther on, in the peninsula called the Mullet, containing very few tolerable houses, besides several in a ruined condition, and a great number of the most squalid cabins, inhabited by as wretched a class of human beings as could probably be found on the face of the earth.


In the barony of Erris, living trees are unknown; although the bogs contain abundant remains of timber, which show that this district must once have been profusely wooded. There are probably many thousands of the present inhabitants who have never seen a living tree larger than a shrub. R. R. Savage, the intelligent keeper of the hotel at Achill Sound, told me that when his daughter, then a child of eight years old, first visited Westport, she was afraid the trees would fall upon her as they waved over head across the road.


Such wretchedness, starvation, filth, and degradation I never saw before. Every one I met on my way from Dublin with whom I had any conversation, told me I would find the most extreme misery in this part of Erris, and nowhere else did I see any thing so bad as here.


I have heard instances of women wilfully neglecting their young children, so that they died. Poor things! I can wonder at nothing I hear, after what I have seen of their fearful wretchedness and destitution. None of us can imagine what change would be wrought in ourselves if we had the same shocking experience. Every one tells me that matters are getting worse, and that there is no ground of hope for the tens of thousands of starving creatures around us.







Belmullet, 13th of Fifth‐month, 1847.


On a retrospect of the misery I have witnessed among thousands of our fellow‐creatures, who at this time never enjoy a full meal, and cannot tell to‐day where to turn for sustenance to‐morrow, I am surprised at the absence of outrages amongst them. During my stay of about ten days in the barony of Erris—although it was not uncommon to hear of sheep, cows, and even horses being stolen, killed, and eaten by the famishing people,—I heard of no instance of highway robbery or personal violence upon land. On the sea the case was different; for shortly before my visit, as well as whilst I was there, many vessels laden with provisions were plundered by the people along the sea‐side, who surrounded the vessels on pretence of selling them fish, and overpowered the crews by dint of numbers. While I was at Rossport in the northern part of Mayo, a vessel, lying ten miles from shore, was thus plundered of thirty sacks of Indian corn, by thirty‐four men in eleven corraghs, the fishing boats or canoes of this country. These men, with their boats and plunder, were taken prisoners by five of the coast guards in a four‐oared galley, and conducted twenty miles to Belmullet, where I saw them in prison. With two or three exceptions, they were stout healthy‐looking young men, apparently well clad and well fed. This robbery took place in Broadhaven. Some weeks before, a similar circumstance occurred in Blacksod Bay, south of the Mullet.


The poor people in the district round Rossport say they would be lost, if it were not for the persons to whom you have given grants. From strict enquiries and close observation, I am satisfied that the lives of hundreds have been saved by the efforts of these men and their families. Unless they are wonderfully crafty and wicked, they deserve the confidence of your Committee for the labour they are undergoing to alleviate this sore distress. If I were merely to consult my personal ease, I would greatly prefer being a donor to being a distributor of relief. It is much easier for a man to put his hand into his purse, than to labour from morning till night in filling out stirabout to crowds of half clad, hungry people sinking with weakness and fever. Between to‐day and yesterday, I saw the corpses of a girl, a man, and an old woman who died of hunger. This day I saw a woman sinking into a faint, while I was giving out relief at Pullatomas to some peculiarly wretched families. I saw thousands to‐day of the most miserable people I have ever seen. I saw more misery to‐day than I have ever seen before.


I may here remark, once for all, that I was much gratified by the zeal and devotedness exhibited by most of those to whom grants for the relief of the poor have been given by your



committee and others. I think that at least as much credit is due to the distributors as to the donors; and it is difficult for any but an eye‐witness to form a correct idea of the position of the handful of persons in this miserable country, who are properly qualified for the distribution of grants. Placed in the midst of a starving and mendicant population,—whom, with their utmost efforts, aided by all the assistance poured into the country from England and elsewhere, they are unable to supply with enough even to support nature,—they are liable to continual charges of unfairness, partiality, indifference, or want of judgment; charges that are made without stint, and are much more easily made than refuted. Even if the supplies were not distributed with perfect fairness, or in the best possible way, I believe nearly all who act as volunteers on behalf of the suffering poor do the best they can. And if we are to withhold assistance from these, we must either allow the people to perish by thousands; or relieve them by agents appointed by ourselves, who would perhaps meet with no better success, and could not be so well acquainted with the people and the localities. It should be remembered that those who thus labour for the poor do so at a great sacrifice of time and trouble, and are in continual danger of being attacked by the pestilence which rages around them. At the time of my visit to Erris, there was no collection of houses by the road side, no village scattered over the country, in which fever was not prevalent in some families, frequently leaving children fatherless and parents childless. In many cases whole families were swept away by starvation, or fever, or both. In one cabin I saw six children lying heads and points on their miserable beds on each side of the turf fire, while the father and mother, wasted and emaciated, sat crouching over the embers. In another cabin, I saw the father lying near the point of death on one side of the fireplace; over the ashes sat a wretched little boy, wholly naked,—and on the opposite side of the hut, beneath a ragged quilt, lay the body of an old woman who had taken shelter there and died. As she belonged to nobody, there was nobody to bury her; and there have been many instances of bodies lying five or six days unburied, before any one could be induced by threats or rewards to inter them. I saw many graves made within a few yards of the cabin door. In some places bodies have been interred under the floors on which they died; and in others they have been covered by the ruins of the cabins they occupied; this mode of burial being resorted to as the least hazardous, troublesome, and expensive; for a corpse is regarded as an incumbrance to be got rid of as quickly and with as little effort as possible. Although I saw many dead and dying, and witnessed harrowing scenes of disease and want, I observed very few funerals. I was told that they generally occur early in the



morning. The relations being ashamed of the necessity of hurrying the departed to their last resting‐place, with scanty attendance, and sometimes without coffins, make every effort to bury their dead quickly out of their sight.


Of all the arable land in the barony, probably not more than one acre in one hundred is sown this year. Few of the people have seed; and many who had, ground it and used it for food. Many expected seed from their landlords, others from the government. Of those who have effected any tillage of potatoes or oats, some say they might as well leave the land untouched, since they do not expect to reap what they have sown.


From the same conviction of insecurity, many are killing and eating their miserable cows and sheep. If they don’t eat them they will be stolen, or will die of starvation. Cows are sold for 15s. or 20s. which in better times would be worth four times the money. I saw a tolerably good sheep and lamb, which a respectable man told me he had purchased for four shillings, and two sheep and a lamb for six shillings. I was shown extensive districts of mountain, formerly dotted with sheep and black cattle, where now hardly a solitary cow or sheep is to be seen.





Ballycroy, Erris, 16th of Fifth‐month, 1847.


This place is about half way from Belmullet to Achill by the sea‐coast road. With the exception of ————, my host is the only person to look after a district of perhaps thirty‐six miles in circumference. All he can do, however, is extremely short of the demand for assistance. An immensity of wretchedness prevails all around us. Yesterday I visited a soup kitchen, superintended by the chief boatman of the water‐guards at Tullaghan. He attends to it without fee or reward. He told me that it occupies him daily from four o’clock in the morning. I gave him an order for some bags of peas and rice; for the stuff he is supplied with is miserably poor, although he goes beyond his orders in the quantity he puts into his boiler. One does not know which way to turn, nor what to think, at the sight of such a vast amount of intense wretchedness; and the people really seem to be, as they think they are, doomed to extermination. One man said of the poor people, “If they get any strong dose at all, they die off at once.” I asked what he meant by a strong dose, and he replied, “If they get a full meal it kills them immediately.” Another said, “Anybody’s house you come to, the talk is all of misery and starvation! There is no fun at all among them now.” This is literally true. Their natural vivacity and lightheartedness have been starved out of them.


Previously to the potato blight of last year, the peasantry of Erris appear to have been a contented race, growing abundance of potatoes for their annual consumption, having plenty of wool



for clothing, and of butter and milk, the produce of the cattle reared on their mountain farms. Each peasant generally had a small take called “a sum,” consisting of two, three, or more acres of arable land, and from twenty to thirty acres of mountain, at a very low rent, sometimes as low as thirty shillings for the whole. With the exception of the five or six weeks during which he planted his potatoes, his time was spent in comparative idleness. As there was always a supply of potatoes roasting in the ashes on the hearth, there was no need of set hours for meals. They ate when hungry, drank when thirsty, and slept when they wished for repose. As almost their only food was the potato, and they made no other provision for the the future, the blight has proved the death warrant of thousands.


I was informed that the fish along the coast of Mayo are excellent and abundant, yet the people who occupy these shores are far from taking advantage of this great source of wealth and plenty. Their boats are clumsy, or unsuited to deep sea fishing. Their tackle is of the poorest and most inefficient kind. And when they do happen to secure a sufficiency for a week’s consumption, they fold their hands, take the world easy, and, like the red Indian, wait until forced by hunger to seek for a fresh supply. Along the west coast of Ireland, the people who live near to the sea shore, and depend partly upon fishing for a maintenance, have suffered most acutely from the present distress.


I have visited a great part of the barony of Erris, from Portacloy on the north coast to Achill Sound on the south. The preceding remarks apply to the whole of the barony; but the most distressed districts are the Inner Mullet (a peninsula called the Mullet on the maps) and the Invers, a peninsula between Sruwaddacon Bay and Broadhaven. Over these tracts are scattered many thousand people, in miserable villages cut off by the sea or the surrounding bogs from an easy access to relief. I visited many of them, and had an opportunity of inspecting the condition and hearing the complaints and lamentations of multitudes of these poor people of both sexes and all ages. Words cannot describe their rags or their wretchedness.





Dublin, 21st of Fifth‐month, 1847.


After about ten days spent in Erris, I visited Achill Island, Newport, Westport, Louisburgh, the Killaries, and entering the county of Galway, proceeded by Salruck on the Little Killary through Connemara to Clifden, whence I returned through Galway to Dublin. Throughout the whole country from Achill to Galway there are doubtless much poverty and scarcity, but a person coming from Erris is hardly qualified to judge impartially of the severity of the pressure in other places, so prominent and transcendant is the wretchedness there. In the southern part of



Mayo, and in the county of Galway, a much greater portion of the land was under tillage, and the government measures of relief had pretty generally come into operation. The appearance of the poor was therefore, I was informed, much better than it had been a few weeks before; and instances of starvation and extreme distress were rare in comparison with the north‐western parts of Mayo.


It is due to the individuals so actively engaged in the relief of distress, to say that every disposition was shown to forward my enquiries, and to make my stay as agreeable and profitable as possible. The exertions of the coast‐guard and revenue officers, and of the men under their command, in the distribution of provisions, the oversight of soup‐kitchens, and other efforts on behalf of the poor, are truly praiseworthy. This labour is, I believe, entirely uncompensated, and in many instances adds seriously to their official duties, which, in the present disorganized state of the country are much more laborious than usual.





Richard D. Webb.







Extracts from James H. Tuke’s Account of his Visit to Connaught in the autumn of 1847.


The enormous size of the unions of Connaught is a subject which deserves attention; I have before mentioned that Leinster, which contains nearly the same area and population, has nearly double the number of unions, and, of course, union‐houses. The union of Ballina, in the county of Mayo, is about sixty miles in width by thirty miles in breadth, or nearly three times the size of Middlesex, containing an area of 509,154 acres, with a population of 120,797 persons, and a net annual value of £95,774. Let us suppose an union stretching from London to Buckingham or Oxford in one direction, and from London to Basingstoke in another, with a poor‐house at St. Albans, and we shall have a good idea of the extent of the Ballina Union. A consideration of these facts, or a glance at the map, will convince any one how impossible it is for the wretched paupers of the extreme or even central portions of this mammoth union, to receive the relief which, by law, is designed for them. Look to the parish of Belmullet, in the barony of Erris, itself as large as the county of Dublin, and conceive for a moment the hardships of those who travel fifty miles or more to the poor‐house at Ballina. The barony of Erris alone is clearly large enough for one union, and ought to have its poor house at Belmullet.2




I must be allowed to dwell at some length upon the peculiar misery of this barony of Erris, and parish of Belmullet, which I spent some days in examining. Afflicting as is the general condition of Mayo—fearful as are the prospects of the province in general, there is here yet a lower depth in misery, a district almost as distinct from Mayo, as Mayo is from the eastern parts of Ireland. Human wretchedness seems concentrated in Erris; the culminating point of man’s physical degradation seems to have been reached in the Mullet. It may seem needless to trouble you with particular descriptions of the distress I have witnessed; for these descriptions are but repetitions of the far too familiar scenes of the last winter and spring; although the present seem aggravated by an earlier commencement. Nevertheless, such a condition as that of Erris, ought, however painful, to be forced on our attention until remedies are found and applied.


This barony is situated upon the extreme north‐west coast of Mayo, bounded on two sides by the Atlantic Ocean. The population last year was computed at 28,000; of that number, it is said, at least 2,000 have emigrated, principally to England, being too poor to proceed to America; and that 6,000 have perished by starvation, dysentery, and fever. There is left a miserable remnant of little more than 20,000; of whom 10,000 at least are, strictly speaking, on the very verge of starvation. Ten thousand people within forty‐eight hours journey of the metropolis of the world, living, or rather starving, upon turnip‐tops, sand‐eels, and sea‐weed, a diet which no one in England would consider fit for the meanest animal which he keeps. And let it not be supposed that of this famine diet they have enough, or that each of these poor wretches has a little plot of turnips on which he may feed at his pleasure. His scanty meal is, in many cases, taken from a neighbour hardly richer than himself; not indeed at night, but, with the daring of absolute necessity, at noon day.


On entering the houseless and uncultivated region of Erris, the traveller is reminded of the wilds of Canada: for some miles, hardly an acre of cultivated land or the appearance of human residence greets the eye. Yet this district is reported by the Waste Land Commissioners as peculiarly capable of improvement. Advancing further in Erris, the desolation and wretchedness were still more striking. One may indeed at times imagine oneself in a wilderness, abandoned to perpetual barrenness and solitude. But, here and there scattered over this



desolate landscape, little green patches appear unexpectedly where no other sign of man presents itself to you; as you walk over the bog, and approach nearer to the spot, a curl of smoke arises from what you suppose to be a slight rise on the surface. To use the graphic language of a late continental visitor, “Let the traveller look where he is going, however, or he may make a false step, the earth may give way under his feet, and he may fall into—what? into an abyss, a cavern, a bog? No, into a hut, a human dwelling‐place, whose existence he has overlooked, because the roof on one side was level with the ground, and nearly of the same consistency. If he draw back his foot in time, and looks around, he will find the place filled with a multitude of similar huts, all swarming with life.”3 Of what is this human dwelling‐place composed? The wall of the bog often forms two or three sides of it, whilst sods taken from the adjoining surface form the remainder, and cover the roof. Window there is none; chimneys are not known; an aperture in front, some three or four feet in height, serves the office of door, window, and chimney; “light, smoke, pigs, and children, all pass in and out by this aperture.”


From Bangor to Belmullet, a distance of twelve miles, the same dreary waste of uncultivated and neglected land extends. In only one place did I observe any sign of improvement or superior cultivation. This was upon an estate of a proprietor named Atkinson; and as this is the only instance in the barony of any attempt to adopt a perfect system of drainage, it is the more observable, presenting, as the land does, a pleasing contrast to the desolation around it. I never saw what appeared to me more complete or excellent work. It has been executed under the superintendence of a Scotch steward. The earnings of the laborers, indeed, were low enough, barely 6d. per day, but this employment was a great boon to them. It may safely be said of the landlords of Erris generally, that there appears as much want of willingness as of ability on their part, to do anything for the benefit of their starving tenantry or wasted estates. Erris affords one of the most perfect specimens of the mischiefs connected with that vicious system, by which landed property remains in the hands of those who are wholly unable to discharge its duties, or even to open the door to allow others to perform them.4




At Belmullet, the capital of the district of Erris, a crowd of almost naked, perishing creatures were congregating in the streets, in a state of “perfect destitution,” as the landlord of the inn assured me; they had no homes, no shelter, no land, no food; they slept at night in the streets, and begged for support during the day, from neighbours hardly richer than themselves. He told me also that “six persons had died in the streets in the few previous nights;” and I am sure that several I saw there are now beyond the reach of earthly calamity. The ghastly smile which momentarily played on the countenances of these living skeletons, at the prospect of a little temporary relief, I cannot easily forget. It rendered still more painful the expression of intense anxiety and bitter misery which was exhibited in their livid and death‐set features.


Throughout Connaught a large portion of the estates remain in the hands of families who have possessed them for centuries; but their real value has long since been obtained and spent by the predecessors of the present nominal owners. The relation of landlord and tenant is, in truth, lost; in no country in the world are these duties less recognised than in Ireland. The estates are entailed, and they cannot be sold to pay the encumbrances; they are, in general, deeply mortgaged, often in the hands of the mortgagees, or in chancery,5 and neither of these parties, though they may collect and retain four‐fifths of the profit of the estate, has the slightest sympathy with the tenant, or feels called upon for any other service than the exaction of his legal claim from the miserable tenantry. The embarassed landlord has, of course, no money to expend upon improvements; his apparent interest is to extort the highest possible rent from the estate. It would be utterly unjust to blame a great portion of the present landlords, for not discharging the duties of ownership, when their circumstances entirely disable them from doing so. I bear a most willing testimony to the kind‐hearted and zealous efforts of not a few of this class during the late season of trial. They are fully sensible of the anomalous position in which they are placed, and heartily desire to be freed from responsibilities which they cannot discharge; and I found it to be the settled conviction of many, that the steps which affect this object are at the root of all permanent improvement for Ireland.








Extract from an Account of a Second Visit to Erris and some other parts of Connaught, made by Richard D. Webb, of Dublin, at the request of the Central Relief Committee.



Sligo, 18th of Second‐month, 1848.


I reached Sligo at night, and on the following day visited the town and vicinity.


Turnips form the chief article of food for the poor, as they are cheapest. Much wretchedness prevails, though I could not learn that any cases of actual starvation have occurred here. I afterwards found that such cases were chiefly confined to those districts, where the number to whom the distribution of relief could be entrusted is small in proportion to the population.





Ballina, county of Mayo,

18th of Second‐month, 1848.


There are great complaints throughout the country in consequence of the pressure of demands for the poor‐rates and county cess; which must be met, if met at all, by the industry of the few farmers who are still able to keep their heads above water, or from the remaining resources of the few solvent gentry. Many instances have occurred, in which the beds and other furniture of poor farmers, and sometimes the only remaining cow, have been seized and sold for these demands.





Belmullet,

20th of Second‐month, 1848.


From Barrack I walked about four miles to Aughleem, a village in the southern part of the Mullet; visiting on my way the ruined villages of Mullaghrue and Clogher, the scene of the recent clearances mentioned by James H. Tuke, in his “Visit to Connaught in 1847.” In these two villages there are probably one hundred cabins demolished, from which fully four hundred individuals must have been thrown without shelter upon the world. I never before saw so great a scene of devastation. Many of the articles of household furniture, such as tables, dressers, and culinary utensils, are left among the ruins. In consequence of the number of persons who have died or emigrated, these articles are so common that nobody values them.


Disease is extremely prevalent in the country, and the fever is of a peculiarly malignant character. Numerous deaths took place among the poor during my stay, and all who mingled much with them might be said to carry their lives in their hands. Death had fearfully thinned many families since my



last visit. All who depended upon the soil for their maintenance, whether as tenants or landlords, have led a miserable existence in the interval. Previously to the famine, although the mass of the people of Erris lived in miserable cabins, with little attention to cleanliness or refined ideas of decency, they were probably better off than any other of the same class in Connaught, as to plenty of food, and freedom from anxiety or excessive toil. Their scrap of tillage supplied them with abundance of potatoes, and on their mountain land they reared cattle which furnished them with milk and butter, and sheep which supplied all the wool they required for their coarse home‐made clothing. The pig paid the rent. I do not believe there is now one pig, sheep, or cow to be found, for fifty that might have been counted in Erris this time three years. The county surveyor of Mayo told me that Erris was formerly the great nursery for cattle for the rest of the country; as the people, being primitive and pastoral in their habits, found this occupation more congenial than any which required steady application.





Belmullet, 23rd of Second‐month, 1848.


Drove to Pullatomas, ten miles from Belmullet, the residence of ————. He is a middleman, and holds about 3,000 acres of land, some of which is excellent, under a bishop’s lease, at a very low rent. He had formerly a large number of tenants, of whom not more than a dozen remain, and they are too poor to pay rent; the rest have emigrated or died, or have given up their holdings, in order to become entitled to the outdoor relief; for the Poor Law makes it imperative that the pauper shall not hold more than a quarter of an acre. I heard that many clearances were effected by the landlords refusing, as ex officio poor‐law guardians, to recommend their starving tenantry to out door relief, unless they consented to give up their holdings. The people in many instances cling to their little bit of land with the energy of drowning men. The land steward of George Vaughan Jackson, near Ballina, told me that he knew of instances in which cottiers, having buried potatoes to preserve them for seed, had allowed members of their own families to perish of want, and had suffered the severest extremities of hunger themselves, sooner than betray their cherished hoard.


On arriving at Rossport, I rode over with ——— to the fishing station of Portacloy on the north coast. About three miles to the east of this place is another small fishing village, called Porturlin, to which the only access by land is over a high and boggy mountain, so wet and swampy that it is difficult to reach it even in summer. It is probable there is not in Ireland a cluster of human habitations so completely secluded from easy access. Within a mile of Porturlin is the best fishing ground on



that coast. It is resorted to by boats from Portacloy, and abounds in fine cod and ling.


During my stay, fishing was impracticable, owing to the severity and uncertainty of the weather. The mornings are frequently fine, and such as an inexperienced person would suppose suitable for the purposes of the fisherman; but towards noon the weather changes, the sky becomes overclouded, the winds blow with violence, and certain danger would await the frail corroughs, or small boats that are employed on this tremendous coast, which is lined with cliffs ranging from fifty feet to five hundred feet in height. For about ten miles, the only ports are the small coves of Portacloy and Porturlin, and even these are not easily gained when a heavy swell sets in. As far as I could learn, the fisheries which the Committee has endeavoured to establish along the coast of Erris, will have great difficulties to contend with, in the rough weather at that season of the year when the more valuable kinds of fish, such as cod and ling, are most abundant.


The general opinion throughout the country is, that the attempt to support the people by the public works last year was a great mistake; and that if the amount of money and labour expended in this way, had been employed in supplying the people with seed, and supporting them while they cultivated their grounds, a vast amount of death and suffering might have been avoided. A large number of the roads then constructed are incomplete, and are likely to continue so. In some parts, the country is so thinly inhabited, that there is scarcely anybody to use them; in others, the roads which would be valuable if completed, are useless for want of even temporary bridges. Many parts of the country might be opened and rendered accessible, if some additional outlay were made for the purpose of completing the roads, on which a great deal has been already expended to no practical purpose.





Belmullet, 26th of Second‐month, 1848.


I walked with ———— through Ballycroy, along a fine road to Croy Lodge, and then crossed an arm of the sea in a corrough. I heard that in this part of the country the people were exerting themselves with much energy, and that there was a prospect of a great deal of land being sown. In other parts of Erris the people were alive to the necessity of tillage; but they had not the seed, nor the means of living while the seed lay in the ground.





Ballina, 2nd of Third‐month, 1848.


Met with George Vaughan Jackson, of Carrowmore, who



brought me round the experimental farm which the Committee has formed on his lands. Here I was gratified to see, amidst the general misery and want of employment, upwards of two hundred persons at full work, on fair country wages; and in a way which gives them improved notions and habits in connexion with the business of their lives. No effort that is being made by the Committee in this part of the country, by way of industrial experiment, appears to me more likely to benefit a large number of the destitute than this; nor do I know of any in which so much good can be done at so small an expense. It must be recollected, however, that the chief difficulty in this part of Ireland, is that of finding trustworthy persons to oversee and conduct operations of this kind. If the moral tone of the people were higher, it would be much more easy to help them. They would not even require so much assistance. Half the complaints one hears, (and I believe they are frequently well founded, though it is extremely difficult to ascertain their truth) arise from the prevalence of what the people call “favour and faction;” from the tendency to gratify the love of petty patronage; or from the malice arising from old grudges, or the desire to serve one’s own friends or one’s own tenants. The spirit of “a little brief authority” bristles up in great vigour in most of the small officials. It is difficult to restrain this, and it is greatly in the way of anything effectual being done for the poor. The only remedy, in the necessity of which all my informants, high and low, are agreed, is this,—that if anything effectual is to be done to save the people of Erris from extermination, they should be supplied with seed, and fed while cropping the ground and for a while afterwards. Considering the poverty of most of the Erris landlords, and the want of principle of some of them; considering the low moral condition of the people, and the difficulty of dealing with them in a straightforward way; I am conscious such an effort would be attended with great, but I think not insuperable difficulty. I heard on all sides that whilst the people last year folded their hands in apathy, believing themselves doomed, (and it was not much to be wondered that they thought so) they now evince a disposition to help themselves if they knew how. I fear it will be found that all partial efforts for the establishment of industry will be nearly futile, unless the mass of the people can be kept alive by some such effort as I have hinted at.





Richard D. Webb.













APPENDIX IV.

EXTRACTS FROM THE LETTERS OF COUNTRY CORRESPONDENTS, SHOWING THE GENERAL NON‐RESIDENCE OF LANDED PROPRIETORS.


County of Cork.—“This electoral division being about sixteen miles from Macroom, the sufferers are unable to make their way to the workhouse for relief; and the out‐door pittance of six pence a week, which is the utmost given by the guardians of this union to the sick, is so inadequate to the wants of those who are suffering from disease, that the committee cannot contemplate their misery without feelings of deep sorrow. As not a single resident landlord is to be met with in the whole of this electoral division, the committee can only hope to sustain the sick from the charity of those strangers on whom God hath bestowed the means of relieving their afflicted brethren.”


County of Donegal.—“This parish contains upwards of 10,000 inhabitants. Of the fourteen landlords to whom the ground belongs, there are but two resident, of whom one holds a small property, and the other is much encumbered. The consequence is much neglect and wretchedness among the people, especially the cottiers; who are generally regarded by the landlords as a great injury to their properties, and are therefore discountenanced in every possible manner. Of these cottier or pauper families, there may be about 600 or 700, comprising about 3,000 individuals.”


Ditto.—“Two‐thirds exactly of this parish is the property of two absentee proprietors, both of whose properties are in Chancery for debt. Extent, four miles by three miles.”


Ditto.—“The absentee landlord of the greater part of the parish has not subscribed one farthing. Extent, fifty thousand acres. Population, 10,000.”


Ditto.—“The Ecclesiastical Commissioners have large estates, but cannot contribute anything unless they are enabled to do so by act of parliament. There are other absentee proprietors who have not subscribed. Population, 14,000.”


County of Cavan.—“This district is especially desolate, from there being no resident gentry in the parish. The principal estate is in the hands of a trustee, who cannot give any relief. The remainder of the parish is subdivided amongst many small landlords, who are all absentees, and none of them contribute anything; all complaining that they have lost their rents. One gentleman, who has a few townlands in this parish, but resides on his property in another, does so much at his own house, that I cannot



ask him to do much here. All look to the curate alone. The rector is taken up with his own division, and we are left to ourselves. I believe this to be one of the poorest districts in Cavan, if not the poorest. Deaths are taking place from actual want, and if a change does not speedily come, I fear we shall be amongst the most wretched in Ireland. Extent, fifty‐four townlands, about twelve square miles. Population about 6,000.”


Ditto.—“There is but one landed proprietor, who has been for three or four years residing abroad. I consider this parish as peculiarly unfortunate, in having no resident gentry to assist at this crisis; for, with all the exertions I can make, I find it impossible to supply the demands made upon me by such numbers for daily support. Extent, four‐miles square, Population about 2,800.”


County of Fermanagh.—“The principal proprietor in this district is an absentee; who, as he has but a small interest in the property, takes very little trouble on himself about it. There are a good many petty landlords, who try to make what they can of the land, and consequently have it set at the highest rates. Population, 6,511.”


County of Wicklow.—“This district has the misfortune of being on the estate of an absentee nobleman, whose embarrassments have placed the entire property in the hands of his creditors, and it is now being sold under the courts to satisfy their demands.”


Queen’s County.—“We have not one resident landlord in the district; applications have been made to each non‐resident, and up to the present time we have received but £44. Extent, 18,000 acres. Population, upwards of 10,000.”


County of Westmeath.—“Our proprietors are, almost without exception, absentees. Extent, five miles by three miles. Population, 2,526.”


County of Roscommon.—“All the proprietors but ————— are absentees, and give no assistance whatever. A large portion of the district is in the hands of receivers under the Court of Chancery. Extent, six miles by a mile and a‐half. Population, 3,907.”


Ditto.—“All the landed proprietors are non‐resident, excepting the chairman of the committee. The rents of three of the largest townlands of the parish, have been received for the last thirty years by a receiver under the Court of Chancery; during which time, there being no landlord to interest himself about them, the land has been divided and subdivided into very small holdings; and an immense population has sprung up, who are reduced to the deepest want by the failure of their usual food. Extent, one thousand three hundred acres. Population, 5,810.”




County of Roscommon.—“The absentee landlords in this district are numerous. This town is peculiarly situated, as it is the property of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, who by act of parliament are precluded from granting any aid; so that, with a population of nearly 2,000, is in a state of unexampled distress.”


Ditto.—“Our electoral division is so destitute at present, that there is no poor law guardian. We have never received any government grant, and all the societies refuse us aid except yours, on account of our not having a committee. There are no gentlemen in the neighbourhood to form one.”


County of Mayo.—“There are fifteen absentee landlords: their agents do not live in the parish, and seldom come near it: no non‐resident landlord has sent any subscription. The resident landlords in some cases are giving assistance to those around them, but no general subscription has been entered into. I, as vicar of the parish, called a meeting, but no one attended; as they said there was no one to represent —————, who is the principal landlord and an absentee. Extent, fourteen miles by twelve miles. Population, about 16,000.”


Ditto.—“The landed proprietors of this district are all absentees, with one exception. They have not contributed a farthing to relieve their tenantry: no large farmers. Extent, seven miles by four miles. Population, about 5,000.”


Ditto.—“All the landed proprietors of this poor parish are absentees; there has not been a farthing received from any of them. There are not more than four large farmers; these have not subscribed to any relief fund, though they have, according to their means, given much in private charity. Extent, four thousand one hundred and ninety four acres. Population, over 2,500.”


Ditto.—“Almost the whole parish belongs to absentee landlords, who have given nothing towards the relief of the distress; although there have been several deaths amongst their own immediate tenantry from insufficiency of food. The only resident proprietors are my brother and myself, and there is no clergyman of any denomination in the parish. Population, 10,000.”


County of Galway.—“The landed proprietors are all absentees, nor have they contributed a penny towards relieving their tenants since the distress commenced. We have neither gentry, nor a second person in the character of a large farmer, within the parish. Population, 4000.”


Ditto.—“The Secretaries of the ——— Relief Committee made application by writing to twelve landed proprietors, urging the necessity of subscriptions for the relief of the distressed people, but received no reply: only two residents; no subscriptions



have been received from either. Large farmers are a class unknown here. Extent of district, sixteen miles. Population, 12,000.”


County of Galway.—“This district has been one of the most severely visited in Ireland; last year, the potato crop almost universally failed, so that this is the second year of scarcity. It is painful to see the alteration in the people’s appearance, and too much credit cannot be given them for their patience under this visitation of the Almighty. No outrages have occurred in the district, and the violations of property have been trifling. The position of a country gentleman, left single‐handed, as I am, to deal with such a calamity, and doomed daily to hear tides of woe which he cannot alleviate, is truly miserable; I pray, however, that I may be sustained through it, and am truly thankful to the Almighty for the many kind aids he has provided for us.”


Ditto.—“The district with which I am principally connected contains a population of nearly 4000 souls, of whom a full third are in actual destitution, another third are in deep distress, and not above a sixth are able to support themselves. In this district I am the only resident proprietor; and though the absentee properties are crowded with paupers, afflicted with fever and prostrated by famine, their contributions are small, and their personal assistance nought. There is, besides, much property in the hands of receivers under the courts, where the usual indulgence cannot be given, where contribution is out of the question, and where the utmost misery consequently prevails.”


County of Clare.—“I have to say, in answer to the remark made in your letter, that ‘in the distribution of a public fund it is desirable in all cases, as far as possible, that it be done through a regular organization of the benevolent and intelligent inhabitants of the district claiming relief’; that, alas, in the district for which my daughter is exerting herself, there is not one person above the rank of a peasant residing; that the greater part is inhabited by very poor people, and that it all belongs to absentees who have not contributed a shilling for relief, or to persons over whose properties receivers of the courts are appointed.”


County of Longford.—“This district labours under peculiar disadvantages, and is one of the poorest localities in Ireland. The property belongs entirely to absentee proprietors, and has but one resident gentleman within the circumference of eight miles, and it is also deprived of the residence of either the Protestant clergyman or his curate. For this reason, the vice‐lieutenant was obliged to call on



the resident magistrate, who lives twelve miles from many parts of the district, to act as chairman. It is occupied by small tenants holding from four to ten acres, and very few upwards. The land is bad and ill cultivated; and the inhabitants, never looking forward to anything better than potatoes, and having lost them, are totally destitute.”


County of Armagh.—“In this parish we have not one resident landlord. Some absentees hold considerable property in it, and as yet we have not received contributions from any, except from two small proprietors. There is little expected from the others. The resident farmers have subscribed handsomely in proportion to their means. Population, 8,000.”


County of Tipperary.—“There is not a resident proprietor in this district. The farmers on the relief committee have contributed. Population, 4,000.”


Ditto.—“The proprietor of the soil is an absentee, the property is in Chancery, and no subscription is to be had, although urgently applied for. There is no resident proprietor. Population of district, about 11,000.”






APPENDIX V.

EXTRACTS FROM THE AMERICAN CORRESPONDENCE,

Illustrative of the sympathy excited throughout the United States, on learning the distressed condition of Ireland; and of the exertions of the American people to afford relief: and also containing information transmitted to America from time to time concerning the transactions of the Central Relief Committee; and in acknowledgment of the receipt of the donations contributed by the liberality of the American people.



From one of the Secretaries of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in Dublin, to Jacob Harvey of New York.


Dublin, 3rd of Twelfth‐month, 1846.


I feel that I need no apology for sending thee a copy of an address issued by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends here, which is just out of the printers’ hands, and which I enclose herein.


Thou must have already learned from the newspapers, as well as from thy private correspondence, the fact of the great distress arising from the almost total failure of the potato crop in this country; and it needs no description to convince one so well acquainted with our local circumstances and manner of living, of the appalling effects which may result from such a calamity.



The circular points out something of our views here. I may say, in addition, that the subject has been warmly taken up by Friends in London, and some large subscriptions are announced.


Our movement here has very much originated with Joseph Bewley, who devotes much of his time to it. He suggests that it would be desirable to have the address inserted in the “Friend” paper, published at Philadelphia. Would thou be so kind as to have a copy sent to the editor, with the request for an early insertion, if he have no objection. We have reason to believe that a feeling of sympathy with the present distress in this country exists among Friends in America, and we should like them to be informed of our organization; and that if any feel inclined to send contributions, whether of money or of bread‐stuffs, to our care, we shall receive them with gratitude, and endeavour to distribute them faithfully. And although the management of this fund is necessarily confined to members of our Society, we do not feel ourselves at all precluded from receiving and endeavouring to dispense effectively the contributions of any persons, whether members or not, who may feel disposed to entrust them to us.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 28th of December, 1846.


Your letter of the 3rd inst. was received ten days ago, and claimed my immediate attention. I wrote at once to my old friend Thomas P. Cope, of Philadelphia, enclosing a copy of your circular, with a request that he would have it inserted in the “Friend,” and also endeavour to get up a subscription in the Society. He quickly responded to my request, and tells me that a general meeting of Friends is to be held to‐day, to concentrate their efforts in raising funds for Ireland. It is possible that you may receive letters direct from Philadelphia by this steamer, informing you of the result of the meeting; but if not, you will at least know that exertions are being made to carry out your views. I have made no appeal yet to the Friends here, preferring to begin at head quarters in Philadelphia, but I am getting your circular printed, in order to distribute it this week among the leading Friends. In addition to this, I had the enclosed notice published in our papers, in the hope that it would bring subscriptions both from the rich and the poor; the rich through John J. Palmer, President of the Merchants’ Bank; and the poor through the R. C. Bishop Hughes, with both of whom I held consultations previous to publication. I also requested Bishop Hughes to instruct his priests to give notice from the altar on Sunday, that Ireland was in need of every



dollar her sons could remit at this season; and to encourage all those who had the means to send their mite.


I have made enquiries, within a few days, from those houses who give small drafts to the poor Irish, and I am rejoiced to find that the remittances are greater than ever before known at this period. I am proud to say that the Irish in America have always remitted more money, ten times over, than all the other foreigners put together!



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







The following is the notice referred to by Jacob Harvey:—


“Distress in Ireland.—Although no public meeting has been called in this city to raise subscriptions for the relief of the poor sufferers in Ireland, very many individuals have privately subscribed; and collections are now in progress, chiefly among the natives of Ireland, for that purpose. It is true that the British government has lent its official aid, through the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to lessen the distress, by providing labour for all the able‐bodied men who have no fixed employment; but there is a vast amount of individual suffering which requires individual contributions to alleviate it, in many of the poorer districts.


“The Society of Friends in Dublin, being most anxious to meet these calls upon the charitable, have appointed a committee of their own body, to receive and distribute among the most needy sufferers, whatever sums may be entrusted to their care; and although their appeal has been chiefly made to the members of their own society, they will thankfully receive contributions from others. The object of this notice is to inform all those who may desire to spare of their abundance in aid of this great charity, that John J. Palmer, Esq., President of the Merchants’ Bank, has kindly consented to receive and transmit any sums which may be handed in, or remitted to him, for that purpose from any part of the country.


“There are many Irish immigrants scattered all over the United States, who are anxious to remit their mite to their friends in Ireland at this trying season, but who have no correspondents in the Atlantic cities to whom they can write. In order to meet the wishes of these poor people, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hughes has kindly consented to take the trouble of receiving and remitting all sums, not less than five dollars, which may be sent him from this date up to July 20, 1847.


The parties remitting must give him particular instructions in cases where they are desirous of sending it to their own friends; or if they choose, where they have no particular connections, he will exercise his best judgment in disposing of their bounty.



He will publish weekly acknowledgments in the New York Freeman’s Journal and Truth Teller, for the donors.


The donors will please to be very particular in giving the names and residences of their friends in Ireland, and also the nearest post town.


☞ Editors, generally, are requested to give the above free insertion.






From the same to the same.


New York, 5th of January, 1847.


I wrote to you fully by the steamer, and the day after I despatched that letter, I wrote to ——— with information from Philadelphia, to let you know what our good friends were doing there. I now enclose you a sheet of “The Friend” of the 2nd instant, which speaks for itself. My old friend, Thomas P. Cope, has arranged matters admirably, and as the “Friend” circulates throughout the country, I think there will be remittances from different quarters during the winter, all which you can satisfactorily dispose of. I have had your circular reprinted, and distributed among the members of the Society of Friends here.


The claims of this city for the poor are unusually great this winter, and especially among emigrants recently arrived without means of support. The destitution of our own poor at this season will certainly curtail the amount for Ireland, and it operates with some who feel called upon to assist those at their own doors first.


I am happy to say that the poor labouring Irish themselves are doing their duty fully. Without any public meetings or addresses, they have been silently remitting their little savings to their relatives at home, and these remittances, be it remembered, go to every parish in Ireland, and by every packet. These drafts are from £1, upwards; they probably average between £4 and £5. In my letter to ——— I told him I had ascertained from five houses here, that within the past sixty days they had received and remitted from the poor Irish, eighty thousand dollars. I had not time to send round to three other houses that day, but since the steamer sailed, I have collected further returns (although not yet all), and to my no small delight the sum total remitted since November 1st amounts to 150,000 dollars, or £30,000 sterling! I am now collecting an account of the sums remitted by the same houses from the poor Irish, for the whole year 1846; and I have received returns from the five principal houses, and the sum total is 650,000 dollars, or £130,000 sterling. There are



four houses yet to hear from, which will swell the amount. This, however, is enough to astonish everybody who has not been aware of the fact; and it is but right that credit should be given to the poor abused Irish for having done their duty. Recollect that the donors are working men and women, and depend upon their daily labour for their daily food; that they have no settled income to rely upon; but with that charming reliance upon Divine Providence which characterizes the Irish peasant, they freely send their first earnings home, to father, mother, sister, or brother. Contrast the sums subscribed by the rich to assist the poor Irish, and they sink into insignificance. I requested ——— to have the facts I gave him published, and I make a similar request of you, as they are still more cheering. A publication of the kind may stimulate the rich to do their duty, when they have hitherto neglected it; and it will give evidence to those who have no faith in Irishmen, that whenever they are able to get good wages, they never forget their relatives and friends who are in want.


I have sent to Philadelphia and Baltimore, for returns of the amounts sent from these two cities by the poor Irish during 1846; and when I get them, I shall let you know the grand total.


When I recollect that these remittances have been constant for over twenty‐five years past, increasing each year, I am at a loss what amount to put down as remitted in that time; but I should certainly say, at least three millions of dollars!


What a blessing it is that we have such an immense western territory to fill up, which must be done chiefly by emigration! England ought to rejoice at this, as we shall be able to relieve Great Britain of her surplus population for fifty years to come.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From a letter addressed to the Secretaries by Thomas Pim Cope and others, on behalf of the Society of Friends in Philadelphia.


Philadelphia, 31st of Twelfth‐month, 1846.


In consequence of a letter addressed by Jacob Harvey of New York to Thomas P. Cope, containing certain printed sheets in relation to the suffering poor of your island, and the proceedings of Friends in Dublin for their relief; a meeting of Friends of this city was held at the Mulberry‐street House, on the afternoon of the 29th instant, at which committees were appointed to make collections in aid of your benevolent efforts, and also a committee composed of ourselves, to receive and forward such funds as might be collected, and to correspond on the subject.




Feeling a deep sympathy for the sufferers by the calamity with which it has pleased the Almighty to visit your land, and anxious to cast in our mite at the earliest period, in alleviation of the sufferings of the poor, we enclose a bill for £500 sterling in anticipation of collections, which you can apply at your discretion, in furtherance of the charitable object in which you are so laudably engaged.



(Signed)

	Thomas Pim Cope,

	Thomas Williamson,

	Thomas Kimber,

	Benjamin H. Warder.










From John B. Gibson and others on behalf of the Citizens of Philadelphia.


Philadelphia, 28th of January, 1847.


At a meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia, convened without public notice, to consider the condition of the poor in Ireland, the undersigned were appointed a committee to devise means to collect funds for their relief. We have partially succeeded in this object.


Our attention has been attracted by the movement of the Society of Friends in Ireland in this cause, and by letters from various persons appealing to the sympathy of Friends in America.


Being well assured that the funds committed to your charge will be judiciously and impartially distributed, we have resolved to forward to you the amount of our collections. We now enclose first of exchange, for four hundred pounds sterling.


When we shall have closed our collections, we will remit the remainder of the money in our hands in the same manner.



(Signed)

	John B. Gibson, Chairman.

	Jos. Tagert.

	Wm. J. Duane.

	Samuel B. Wylie.

	Frs. Tiernan.

	Hugh Campbell.

	Jos. Jones.

	Anson V. Parsons.


	Robt. Taylor.

	John Binns.

	John K. Kane.

	Danl. J. Desmond

	W. W. Haly.

	Chr. Fallon.

	Wm. Dickson.

	Samuel Hood, Secretary.












From the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Irish Relief Committee Room,

Prime’s Buildings, 54, Wall‐st.,

New York, 24th of February, 1847.


Our fellow‐citizens of every name and creed, deeply sympathizing with the distresses of the Irish people, have, with the greatest alacrity, come forward to contribute their mite towards the alleviation of a misery, which we fear no human aid can reach in all its depths and recesses.


You will see, from the public papers of this city, what has been done. As a part of the fruits of the contributions of our people, we enclose first of exchange for three thousand pounds sterling.


This contribution, together with such others as we may send, is intended to be applied by your impartial Committee towards the alleviation of the misery of the famishing poor of Ireland. Our people generally prefer sending bread‐stuffs, or other provisions; but the committee supposed that a speedy remittance in this form, might give you notice of our zealous co‐operation in your labours, and furnish a little aid which might be found useful before a cargo of provisions could reach you. There may be some districts of Ireland remote from the marts of commerce, which might be essentially benefited by a little prompt assistance of this nature. But we do not intend to direct your judgment in this matter, being well persuaded that your system of observation and relief will extend to every portion of your desolated country, to which your communications can reach.


We also enclose for your government, in relation to the insurance of the bread‐stuffs, &c. which we may ship to your address, a copy of our letter of this date to Messrs. Brown, Shipley and Co. of Liverpool.


We respectfully furnish you with a copy of a resolution passed by our committee, relative to the provision you are in all cases to make for the payment of the freight6 of such shipments as they may consign to you, for the relief of the sufferers by famine in Ireland.


“Resolved—That the instructions to the consignees of any provision or clothing, which are shipped by this committee subject to freight, shall be given in the following terms:


“This consignment is made for the benefit of the famishing poor of Ireland, and if the freight can be paid out of any fund or contributions under your control or accessible to your influence, you will be so good as to procure its payment in that



manner; or, if such means do not exist, you will sell such portion of the invoice as may be necessary for that purpose; taking care, as you always do, that poor families who are able to buy shall have the preference, at such reasonably reduced rates as may be consistent with the humane intentions of the contributors; and at the same time to preserve the largest amount possible for distribution throughout the country, amongst those who are totally destitute of the means of purchasing food.”


Since the preceding resolution was adopted, the committee have come to the conclusion that it would be advisable to send you the three thousand pounds sterling herein before referred to, being influenced partially by the consideration, that if no fund or means on your side could be reached for the payment of the freight, it might be convenient for you to be in possession of a portion of our own resources available for that purpose. This idea occurred to two or three minds among us, and arose out of the apprehension that such an arrangement as we had contemplated might not be practicable, and that the means of your committee might be so strained as to forbid their application to that purpose. In possession of this active fund, primarily intended for distribution, and having power at your own discretion to sell any portion of the cargoes you may deem expedient, you will at once be able to determine on the best mode of applying our consignments, so as to save life, and shed rays, some small rays of comfort into your desolate abodes.


You will observe, from the character of our arrangements, that it is our intention that, after our remittance and our shipments have been made, you are to look to your side of the water for the result of every operation; and that our action in the premises will in every case be final, after the vessel leaves this port; since we have made for you ample provision to cover the freight and all expenses, and for the recovery of any insurance which may possibly become due to you under the instructions given to Brown, Shipley and Co. of Liverpool.


After the collections in the churches and our several wards, we shall be able to estimate the amount in provisions or bread‐stuffs, which we may possibly ship before the first of April next.



(Signed)

	M. Van Schaick, Chairman,

	George Barclay,

	Robert B. Minturn,

	James Reyburn,

	William Redmond,

	George M‘Bride, Jun.













Report of the Proceedings of a Public Meeting held at Washington for the Relief of the suffering Poor of Ireland.


[From the National Era, dated Washington, 18th of February, 1847.]




PRESIDENT.


	Hon. George M. Dallas, Vice President of the United States.




VICE PRESIDENTS.


	Hon. John Fairfield, Senator from Maine.

	Hon. C. G. Atherton, Senator from New Hampshire.

	Hon. Solomon Foot, Representative from Vermont.

	Hon. R. C. Winthrop, Representative from Massachusetts.

	Hon. A. C. Greene, Senator from Rhode Island.

	Hon. James Dixon, Representative from Connecticut.

	Hon. D. S. Dickinson, Senator from New York.

	Hon. William Wright, Representative from New Jersey.

	Hon. Simon Cameron, Senator from Pennsylvania.

	Hon. John M. Clayton, Senator from Delaware.

	Hon. James A. Pearce, Senator from Maryland.

	Hon. James M‘Dowell, Representative from Virginia.

	Hon. Willie P. Mangum, Senator from South Carolina.

	Hon. John C. Calhoun, Senator from North Carolina.

	Hon. T. Butler King, Representative from Georgia.

	Hon. E. A. Dargan, Representative from Alabama.

	Hon. J. W. Chalmers, Senator from Mississippi.

	Hon. Emile La Sere, Representative from Louisiana.

	Hon. William Allen, Senator from Ohio.

	Hon. J. J. Crittenden, Senator from Kentucky.

	Hon. A. Johnson, Representative from Tennessee.

	Hon. Jesse D. Bright, Senator from Indiana.

	Hon. John Wentworth, Representative from Illinois.

	Hon. D. R. Atchison, Senator from Missouri.

	Hon. Chester Ashley, Senator from Arkansas.

	Hon. Lewis Cass, Senator from Michigan.

	Hon. J. D. Westcott, Senator from Florida.

	Hon. Samuel Houston, Senator from Texas.

	Hon. S. Leffler, Representative from Iowa.

	Hon. M. L. Martin, Delegate from Wisconsin.

	Hon. W. W. Seaton, District of Columbia.




SECRETARIES:



	

	Joseph Gales, Esq.

	Erastus Brooks, Esq.

	J. A. Houston, Esq.

	Nathan Sargent, Esq.

	E. Harriman, Esq.



	

	Thomas Ritchie, Esq.

	W. E. Robinson, Esq.

	G. A. Dwight, Esq.

	G. Bailey, Jun. Esq.

	James Morse, Esq.








COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS, ADDRESSES, ETC.



	

	Hon. George Ashmun.

	Hon. J. J. Faran.

	Hon. J. B. Bowlin.

	Hon. W. W. Seaton.

	B. B. French, Esq.

	Jacob Bigelow, Esq.



	

	Hon. Washington Hunt.

	Hon. Isaac E. Holmes.

	Hon. J. R. Ingersoll.

	Rev. Orville Dewey, D.D.

	D. A. Hall, Esq.












The meeting being duly organized, the President, in a few introductory remarks, expressed his deep sympathy for the suffering poor of Ireland. He rejoiced to see so many persons present to respond to the call, which had been made for a meeting to express national sympathy for the sufferings of a people upon whom a great calamity had fallen.





RESOLUTIONS.


I. That the famine now existing in Ireland is so extensive, and is attended in many places with such appalling scenes of distress, as to present a proper case for national sympathy and charity.


II. That the enlightened and improved spirit of the age, the dictates of humanity, and the authority of our holy religion, all suggest to the people of the United States that such unexampled calamity and suffering ought to overcome in their regard all considerations of distance, foreign birth and residence, and difference of national character; and that it is enough that they are men, women, and children, and as such belong to our own intellectual human nature.


III. That, taking into consideration the necessity of prompt as well as general action, in order to produce a beneficial result, and that in this city are assembled, at the present moment, many persons from all parts of the country, it has appeared fit that measures for a general national movement in favour of the the suffering poor of Ireland should commence here: Therefore,


Resolved, That this meeting recommend to the people of the United States a general contribution in money or provisions, the proceeds to be forwarded with all practicable dispatch to the scene of suffering.


Resolved, That his honor the Mayor of New York; the Hon. Moses H. Grinnell, of the city of New York; and the Hon. Cornelius W. Lawrence, collector of customs of the said city; be requested to act as a general committee to receive contributions, and to forward the same to such ports and places in Ireland, and place them in such hands for distribution, as they in their discretion may think advisable.


Resolved, That his honor the Mayor of New Orleans, the Collector of Customs, Samuel J. Peters, and John Hagan, Esqs., be requested also, as a general committee, to receive such contributions as may be more conveniently forwarded to that city, and to forward the same to such ports and places in Ireland, and place them in such hands for distribution, as they in their discretion may think advisable.


Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of all the cities, towns and villages in the United States, immediately to appoint committees to receive contributions and make collections,



to be forwarded to the general committees in New York and New Orleans; and that the amount of all contributions be transmitted by the said general committees, in flour, Indian corn or meal, and other provisions, as the said committees may deem expedient.


Resolved, That the general committees be requested to make public, from time to time, the progress of the contributions, and the amounts transmitted to Ireland.


Resolved, That the Mayor of Washington; the Hon. Edward A. Hannegan, of the Senate of the United States; the Hon. Hugh White and William W. Woodworth, of the House of Representatives of the United States; W. W. Corcoran, Thomas Carbery, R. C. Weightman, William Gunton, William A. Bradley, B. B. French, W. E. Robinson, Gregory Ennis, and G. Bailey, jun. Esqs., of the city of Washington, be a committee to receive contributions from the inhabitants of Washington and persons now resident therein.


Resolved, That the Mayor of Boston; the Hon. Marcus Morton, collector of the port of Boston; and the Hon. Abbott Lawrence, be requested to act as a general committee for Boston and New England generally, to receive and forward contributions for Ireland.


Resolved, That the Mayor of Baltimore; General Marriot, collector of customs for the port of Baltimore; and Hugh Jenkins, Esq., be recommended as a similar committee for that city.


Resolved, That the Mayor and Collector of Philadelphia be recommended as a similar committee for that city.


Resolved, That the Hon. Daniel Webster, Hon. E. A. Hannegan, Hon. Edward Curtis, Rev. Orville Dewey, D. D., and W. E. Robinson, Esq., be a committee to transmit copies of these proceedings to the several general committees, and to publish the proceedings and addresses.





In accordance with the above resolutions, the following circular has been addressed to the gentlemen therein mentioned, in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New Orleans:





Washington, 10th of February, 1847.


Gentlemen, We have the honour to transmit you the proceedings and resolutions of a meeting held in this city yesterday, by which you will perceive that an immediate and general contribution is recommended to the people of the United States, for the relief of the suffering poor of Ireland; and that you are requested to act as a general committee, to receive such contributions, and to forward them to their destination.


We are quite aware that your selection, as agents for the



accomplishment of this benevolent object, may impose on you no inconsiderable degree of attention and trouble; but we persuade ourselves that you will not on that account decline a service, the performance of which, by some competent hands, seems so imperatively called for by all the feelings of humanity and a deep sense of duty. We need hardly say that no time is to be lost. To give usefully and beneficially, we must give quickly. Every day’s delay more and more embitters human suffering and endangers human life. The recommendation which we have made to all the citizens of the United States, and the application which we now address to you, will, we doubt not, be received, regarded, and attended to, in the spirit of that charity which is kind, which seeketh not her own, which beareth all things, hopeth all things, and never faileth. And while the rich contribute of their abundance, and cast their gifts into this treasury of love and good will, those whose means are less will remember the benediction bestowed on her who of her penury cast in two mites.


With entire respect, we are, gentlemen, your obedient servants,


(Signed)

	Daniel Webster.

	E. A. Hannegan.

	Orville Dewey.

	Edward Curtis.

	W. E. Robinson.














From the Irish Relief Committee, Philadelphia.


Philadelphia, 25th of Feb., 1847.


Since our former communication, the members of our committee have been assiduous in their exertions to collect money, and awaken the public mind to consider the condition of the famishing poor of unhappy Ireland. Our exertions in the latter way have not been without effect, and the melancholy intelligence received by the steamer Sarah Sands at New York, about two weeks since, has created a lively sympathy in the minds of all classes throughout the United States.


A great public meeting was held in the city of Washington, composed of the highest official authorities of our country, and the most distinguished members of congress, (senators and representatives) from each of the States of the Union. That meeting recommended that town meetings should immediately be held in every city, town, and village throughout the country, so that a large national contribution might be raised and forwarded without delay.
 

Many cities and towns have already acted on this recommendation, and we are confident our citizens will be in motion from



one end of the country to the other. A very large and respectable town meeting was held in this city on the 17th inst.; and the members of our committee, with other citizens, are now busily engaged in making collections, with a good prospect of receiving a large amount.


Large sums have been collected in the cities of New York, Boston, Baltimore, New Orleans, and other places; and we presume every exertion will be made to forward the amounts, either in money or bread‐stuffs, as speedily as possible. When the canals of Pennsylvania and New York are opened, large donations in bread‐stuffs will no doubt be forwarded to the sea‐board, and will, we trust, reach your country in time to save many lives.



(Signed)
By order of the Committee,


	John B. Gibson, Chairman.

	Samuel Hood, Secretary.












From the same.


Philadelphia, 29th of March, 1847.


It is natural, and consistent with the character of the American people, that they should take a lively interest in the condition of those of Ireland, seing that they are connected by many ties of kindred, and that kind feelings have ever existed between them.


Early in the last autumn, the attention of benevolent persons here was directed to the distress which then seemed to impend over Ireland; but accounts from that quarter were so contradictory, and the means of relief then seemed to be so obvious, that no efforts to contribute succour were made here until a later period. The first movement with that view, it is believed, was made in this city by a committee, of whom John B. Gibson, Esq. chief‐justice of Pennsylvania, was chairman; but still, so great was the uncertainty as to the true condition of the poor of Ireland, that only 3,800 dollars were then collected. About the same time, it was ascertained that the members of the Society of Friends in Ireland had addressed the members of the same denomination of Christians here, asking aid for the suffering poor of that country, and that Friends here had contributed a large sum for that purpose. It was, in consequence, unanimously determined by those who had collected the 3,800 dollars above‐mentioned, to send that sum to the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in Dublin.


Early in the present year, the doubts as to the true condition of the poor in Ireland, which had previously existed, were removed; all local appeals and efforts were then considered



insufficient for the crisis, and a general contribution from the whole American people was, on the 10th of February last, recommended by many of the representatives of the American states and people assembled at Washington.


In this city, their recommendation was complied with on the 17th of the same month, and upwards of 20,000 dollars were contributed. Funds having been thus placed in the hands of the committees here appointed to receive them, two questions presented themselves,—Whether relief should be sent to Ireland in money or provisions? and by whom in Ireland succour should be distributed?


The propriety of sending provisions and not money seemed to be obvious, because it was announced and believed that the British government would pay the freight on all donations sent from this country to Ireland; and because it was ascertained that tolls on provisions for such purpose would not be charged on any of our public or private roads or canals.


Upon the other question there was as little hesitation. It was unanimously decided to commit the provisions sent for the poor of Ireland, to the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in Dublin.


It is probable that most of the particulars which we have just stated have been already made known by the public newspapers. In writing the present letter, however, it seemed to be proper thus briefly to refer to them.


Our present communication is to announce that the Irish Relief Committee of this city have despatched the barque “John Walsh” from this port to Londonderry, with a cargo of provisions contributed for the poor of Ireland, valued at about 10,000 dollars; that they are now lading the brig “St. George” with a cargo of the same description for Cork, and the brig “Lydia Ann” with a similar cargo for Limerick; and that they contemplate despatching a fourth cargo as speedily as possible to Donegal. The cargo of the “John Walsh” is consigned to you, to be disposed of as you may think proper. The other cargoes will be sent to you also, and the forwarding committee will transmit the bills of lading.


As to the amount or extent of contributions which will probably be sent to Ireland, even from Pennsylvania, we can form no estimate. The bread stuffs mentioned above have been chiefly purchased; for until within the last few days our canals have not been navigable, and we have not yet received contributions by them. We feel confident, however, that the people of Pennsylvania will on this occasion maintain that reputation for benevolence, which we may without presumption say they have hitherto merited and possessed.


It will be, however, through the great rivers Ohio and Mississippi, and through the New York canals, that succours will be



sent somewhat commensurate with the sad necessity for them, and worthy of the great states for which those rivers and canals are highways to the ocean. But if we cannot anticipate results here in Pennsylvania, much less can we even conjecture to what extent relief will be sent through the ports of New York and New Orleans. We may safely express our confidence, however, that everywhere throughout our Union all will be done which ought to be done, by those who have a just sense of their obligations to the Creator of all things, to their fellow‐beings, and to themselves.



(Signed)

	W. J. Duane,

	John B. Myers,

	Robert F. Walsh,

	Samuel Hood,

	Jos. Jones.











From Thomas Pim Cope and others, on behalf of the Society of Friends in Philadelphia.


Philadelphia, 9th of Second‐month, 1847.


We forwarded to you, under dates of 31st of Twelfth‐month, 1846, and 14th and 25th of First‐month, 1847, three bills of five hundred pounds sterling each, and now have the pleasure of sending you another bill, also for five hundred pounds sterling; making altogether two thousand pounds sterling, all of which we hope will arrive safely.


While we feel deeply for your afflicted country, we cannot avoid gloomy apprehensions for the future, under the impression that few efforts have been made by your poor to cultivate their fields, for lack of seed, or other causes. You, who are more immediately conversant with this subject—this melancholy state of things—and better judges of the proper remedy, may nevertheless excuse us for suggesting the practicability of substitutes for the failure of your potato crop. It is now too late to comment on the culture of winter grain; but it has occurred to us as possible, that your people may derive advantage from the growing of other things of simple production, such as peas, beans, summer grain, &c. They should be urged to help themselves; idleness is the parent of mischief, and a dependance upon charity degrading and uncertain. Your climate forbids the planting of Indian corn with any hope of success, but great exertions should be made to prevent your lands from lying idle. You will excuse these remarks.



(Signed)

	Thomas Pim Cope,

	Thomas Williamson,

	Thomas Kimber,

	Benjamin H. Warder.













From the Irish Relief Committee, Charleston, South Carolina.


Charleston, S. C., 19th of February, 1847.


The sympathies of the people of this country are strongly excited in behalf of the destitute and starving condition of the poor people of Ireland; and zealous efforts are everywhere making to raise and forward funds for their relief.


The enclosed bill for £1,000 is now sent you, as a part of the contributions being raised in this city for that purpose. We commit the money to your committee: and the only request we have to make you is, to distribute the money with the least delay possible, to such parts of the country and in such way as in your judgment is the best calculated to do the most good, advising us at your convenience of the receipt of the bill, and the distribution of the funds.



(Signed)

	James Adger,

	H. W. Conner,

	Alexander Robinson.











From the same.


Charleston, S. C., 23rd of February, 1847.


We now beg to hand you a further remittance of three hundred pounds sterling, which we desire to be appropriated in the same way; namely, for the relief of the destitute and starving poor of Ireland, in the most speedy and effectual manner possible, under the circumstances.


Although the sympathies of our own people have been as deep, and their readiness to contribute at least equal to any other part of the country, we have not adopted the usual expedient of public meetings and general committees; on the contrary, as soon as the severe distress of the Irish people became known to us, the Hibernian Society of this city immediately took the initiative, and peremptorily organised the most effectual means of raising and forwarding funds. The work has proceeded quietly, but steadily and surely, and we are most happy to say, with complete success. Our comparatively small community have, with the most liberal and benevolent spirit, nobly responded to the calls of humanity; and it is with extreme pleasure that we testify to the fact.



(Signed)

	James Adger,

	H. W. Conner,

	Alexander Robinson.













From the Irish Relief Committee of New Bedford, Massachusetts.


New Bedford, Mass., 24th of February, 1847.


As chairman of a select committee to whom was entrusted the care of forwarding a sum subscribed by the citizens of this town, Fairhaven, and a few others, for the relief of the destitute inhabitants of Ireland; permit me to say that, believing we can in no way so promptly and usefully accomplish the objects for which these subscriptions were made, as by remitting the amount to the Committee of Friends, I enclose the second of exchange for £753 2s. 3d., and have to ask the favour of your committee to cause the same to be distributed at their discretion, for the relief of the most needy of their countrymen.



(Signed)

James Arnold, Chairman.







From the Irish Relief Committee, Baltimore.


Baltimore, 25th of February, 1847.


The Irishmen and citizens of Baltimore generally have heard with deep regret the great calamity that poor Ireland has been visited with, in the loss of her crops for two years in succession; they have watched with anxious eyes its progress on the population of that devoted country, until it has assumed the form of famine.


An all‐wise power governs all things, and knoweth what is right; but the wailings of the destitute and famishing can only be alleviated by the administration of food, to stay the hand of death.


The situation of the people of Ireland has brought into action the benevolent and philanthropic citizens of Baltimore.


At a public meeting held in this city a short time since, (at which the Hon. Jacob G. Davies, Mayor, presided) it was resolved unanimously to collect subscriptions in behalf of the suffering poor in Ireland. We have progressed well thus far. At a meeting of contributors to the fund, it was resolved “that we remit to the Central Committee of Friends in Dublin the amount now on hand, to be by them distributed as in their judgment and wisdom they deem best;” believing that your committee will continue to exercise your kind, liberal, and philanthropic care over the distribution of this small amount, as you have done over those of greater magnitude.


The amount has been contributed to by many hard‐working



Irishmen, who earn their bread by the sweat of their brow, and who would like to know that its benefits had reached over as large a space of Ireland as you can possibly extend it to, without partiality to age, sex, or religion.


I herewith enclose a bill of exchange for one thousand pounds sterling, the receipt of which you will please acknowledge.



(Signed)
Hugh Jenkins,

Treasurer.







From George T. Trimble and Samuel Willetts, on behalf of Rose‐street Meeting of Friends.


New York, 16th of First‐month, 1847.


A few individuals of our meeting in Rose‐street having had an opportunity of reading an “Address issued by a Meeting of Friends of Dublin and its vicinity, relative to the poor of Ireland,” have felt themselves willing, although not particularly addressed, to throw in their mite towards alleviating some of the sufferings so feelingly alluded to; and for this purpose have contributed 1,105 dollars (in various sums of 25, 50, and 100 dollars each) for which they remit the enclosed bill for £234 sterling, which the Friends contributing request your Committee to distribute in their own discretion, in food or clothing, to the destitute and suffering.



(Signed)

	George T. Trimble,

	Samuel Willetts.











From Jas. Martin and others, on behalf of Friends in Philadelphia.


Philadelphia, 26th of Second‐month, 1847.


A large number of the religious Society of Friends in this city, sympathizing with the suffering condition of many of the people of Ireland, held a meeting at their meeting‐house in Cherry‐street, to consider the subject, and devise the means best adapted to furnish the most ready and efficient aid to the sufferers.


An address was adopted, which has been sent to Friends within the limits of our Yearly Meeting, and to some elsewhere; and a central committee of sixteen was appointed to superintend the collections, remittances, and shipments.


In addition to the trials you experience, in being witnesses to the privations and sufferings of your neighbors and fellow‐citizens, we are aware of the responsibility you have incurred in becoming the agents for transmitting to the parties requiring relief, that which may be sent to you from other places.




We feelingly sympathize with you in your labors of love, and trust you will feel the reward of well doing in administering to the wants of the destitute.



(Signed)

	James Martin,

	George M. Justice,

	Henry C. Corbit,

	George Dillwyn Parrish.











From William Lloyd Garrison.


Boston, 26th of February, 1847.


You will see by the “Liberator” that the letters, communicating some particulars of the unparalleled destitution in Ireland at the present time, have been laid before the American public. The first one has been extensively copied into the newspapers, and has been the means of creating much sympathy, and securing considerable pecuniary aid for your suffering countrymen. From one end of this vast country to the other, the people are now pretty well informed as to the famine; for there is not a newspaper, whether religious or political, whether literary or scientific, among the multitude printed among us, which has not communicated to its readers the awful tidings, and called upon them, in tones of earnest entreaty, to contribute of their substance to send across the Atlantic the needed relief. The number of public meetings that have been held on this subject is too great to be chronicled in this letter. Cities, towns, villages—whether near or remote—have been deeply stirred, and are coming to the rescue in the spirit of universal brotherhood. I should judge that at least £50,000 has already been contributed in money, to say nothing of donations in the shape of food and clothing; and these, I trust, are only the first drops of a coming shower. I wish I could say that all will be done that ought to be done; but enough will be given to indicate a strong and wide‐spread sympathy for the multitudes in your land who are crying for bread, or for anything that will sustain life.


Last week, our immense Fanueil Hall was densely crowded by the citizens, convened to consider what Boston should do for Ireland. The mayor, Hon. Josiah Quincy, (a brother of Edmund Quincy) presided; and among others who addressed the overflowing throng, in most pathetic and eloquent strains, was Edward Everett, our late minister to the court of St. James, and now President of Harvard University. Our city always has led the way in the performance of noble deeds, and I trust she will more than maintain her high character in this instance. A petition has gone from our merchants to Congress, asking that body to allow one of the sloops of war, now lying in our harbour,



to sail for Ireland, freighted with provisions that are ready to be contributed for this charitable purpose. It would be a strange use for such a vessel, but not more strange than beneficent.



(Signed)
William Lloyd Garrison.







From the Irish Relief Committee, Woonsockett, Rhode Island, addressed to Thomas P. Cope of Philadelphia, and transmitted by him to the Central Relief Committee in Dublin.


Woonsockett, R. I., 22nd of Second‐month, 1847.


At the adjourned meeting of the citizens of this place and vicinity, on the evening of the 18th, it was ascertained that about 3429 dollars were collected, and the undersigned were appointed a committee to apply the funds agreeably to the intentions of the donors.


The labouring Irish, with praiseworthy liberality, contributed about 600 dollars towards the amount raised. The committee would express the desire, that in conveying the funds to the Dublin Committee, the information should be given them that the money was raised by the citizens of Woonsockett and vicinity, in the state of Rhode Island, there being many Irish here who have relatives and friends there who will thus learn that they are not forgotten in their affliction.



(Signed)

	John Osborne,

	Edward Harris,

	Edward H. Sprague,

	Samuel Greene,

	John Doyle, Jun.











From Joseph S. Cabot, Mayor, on behalf of the Citizens of Salem, Massachusetts.


Salem, Mass., 30th of March, 1847.


I send you herewith enclosed the sum of £440 6s. 8d. The bill now sent is the amount of a contribution collected in this city, for the relief of those who are suffering in consequence of the great scarcity of food at present existing in some parts of Great Britain, especially in Ireland and Scotland.


I pray you to accept the sum now enclosed, as a mark of kind feelings towards you and of sympathy with you for suffering and distress; and I request you to apply it in such manner as will in your opinion best tend to promote the desired object, its relief.



(Signed) Joseph S. Cabot, Mayor.









From the Irish Relief Committee, Newark, New Jersey.


Newark, N. J., 30th of March, 1847.


The citizens of the State of New Jersey, deeply sympathising in the deplorable condition of the poor of Ireland and Scotland, have, by voluntary contributions, raised an amount more than sufficient to load the brig “Overmann” with provisions for the starving population of your country. The undersigned being a committee appointed by the General Relief Committee in behalf of the State of New Jersey, have taken the liberty of consigning her to your care, for the gratuitous distribution of her cargo where it may be most needed, without distinction of religious sector location. Another vessel will be despatched from this port, containing further contributions of the citizens of our state for the same charitable purpose, probably in the course of three weeks, and which we will also assign to your committee.


You will perceive that a small part of this cargo is marked for “Scotland,” and was contributed for that especial purpose; we shall, therefore, have to request that you will see to the forwarding this portion to such part of Scotland as you may think will most need it.



(Signed)

	John H. Stephens,

	Oliver J. Hayes,

	Thomas V. Johnson.











From Anthony Barclay, New York, on behalf of the Inhabitants of Port Hope, Canada West.


Her Britannic Majesty’s Consulate,
New York, 31st of March, 1847.


I have the satisfaction of transmitting to you herewith, an invoice and bill of lading of one hundred and fifty barrels of kiln dried corn‐meal, shipped on the barque “Suwarrow,” bound to Cork, being the produce of private subscriptions amounting to seven hundred and fifty dollars, remitted to me from the good inhabitants of Port Hope, in Canada West, for general and impartial distribution among the people of Ireland who are most suffering for want of food. You will perceive from the invoice that it is insured.


As regards the freight, I annex my certificate to the invoice, to enable you to obtain payment thereof from the government in London, in conformity with the notice issued by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury.



(Signed) Anthony Barclay.









From the Irish Relief Committee, Louisville, Kentucky.


Louisville, Ky., 6th of March, 1847.


The undersigned, a committee appointed to receive and forward the contributions of this city and neighborhood for the relief of the suffering poor in Ireland, beg leave to inform you that they have this day remitted the sum of four thousand dollars to Messrs. Newbold and Craft, of New York, with instructions to invest the amount in such provisions as they may deem best, and to ship the same with as little delay as possible to your address. A further shipment will be made in a short time.


This offering is made by hundreds of sympathizing friends in this region of the west, whose only desire is that it may be applied to the most destitute of the population of Ireland. We leave the matter of its distribution in your hands, believing that you can best direct it into those channels, where the greatest good may be accomplished in the most speedy way.


We hope that a kind Providence may send you abundant crops the ensuing season, and with them the blessings of health and peace.



(Signed)

	William Richardson,

	Michael Cody,

	Andrew Buchanan.











From A. H. Bowman, on behalf of the officers, mechanics, and labourers employed at the fortifications, Charleston, South Carolina.


Engineer Office, Charleston, S. C.

12th of March, 1847.


At the request of the officers, mechanics, and labourers employed in constructing fortifications in this harbour, I have the pleasure to transmit the enclosed draft for one hundred and twenty‐eight pounds eleven shillings and five pence, contributed by them for the relief of the suffering poor of Ireland, to which object please apply it as you think proper.



(Signed) A. H. Bowman,

Captain of Engineers, U.S.A.







From the Irish Relief Committee, Nashville, Tennessee.


Nashville, Ten., 27th of March, 1847.


We have this day forwarded a check for 2,500 dollars to



Messrs. Brown Brothers, of New York, with directions to purchase a bill with the proceeds, and forward it to your committee, to be distributed amongst the suffering Irish in such a way as in your judgment may be productive of the greatest relief.


The donors sympathize most heartily with the sufferings of the people of Ireland; and hope that they, in connexion with their fellow countrymen of the other states, may be able to alleviate them in some considerable degree, until more permanent means of relief may be found.


This check is a part of the donations of the people of Tennessee, and will be followed by other remittances, either in provisions or money. The sum collected at present amounts to nearly 4,500 dollars, besides several remittances which some of the towns have made of themselves.


There is throughout the country a warm feeling of sympathy, and a willingness to contribute which few occasions have before called forth.



(Signed)

	Thomas Gowdey,

	Benjamin Litton,

	William Eakin,

	J. R. Eakin, Secretary.











From the Irish Relief Committee, Cincinnati, Ohio.


Cincinnati, O. 22nd of April, 1847.


Early in the month of February, accounts of the suffering in Ireland, for want of food, were received in this city, and excited strong sympathy among our citizens; a meeting was called, a handsome sum was at once raised, and the subscribers were appointed an executive committee to manage the sum collected, and give efficiency to the cause of Irish relief. At this meeting, it was determined that all receipts of money should be converted into provisions, and that a ship‐load should be sent to your suffering poor.


Upon the executive committee devolved the duty of designating a receiver and distributer of our charities in Ireland; after consulting with our eastern friends, we ordered our shipments to be made to the Society of Friends in Dublin, for distribution to the suffering Irish; we have pleasure in adding, that this disposition has given satisfaction to our citizens.


We have shipped up to this date, to Messrs. Hewitt, Heron, & Co. New Orleans (who are taking charge of this matter in New Orleans, without compensation), for transhipment to your address, the foregoing articles, viz.:—1046 barrels flour; 2000 barrels kiln‐dried corn meal; 455½ barrels and 1 tierce beans; 95 barrels corn; 74 barrels rye‐flour; 25 barrels middlings;



10 barrels wheat; 38 barrels and 1 box pork; 9 barrels beef. In all, 3,750 barrels and packages.


We have no particular direction to give you, respecting the management of this property in Ireland. It has been contributed for the suffering Irish; we feel sure that your committee will distribute it in proper feeling, and with good judgment. If you can trace it in some instances to the home of the hungry and the cabin of the starving, we will thank you to mention such in some detail to us; as it will tend to assure those who have given to this object, that their contributions have done good; and charity, the noblest of our virtues, will be thus encouraged.


We shall ship altogether over 4000 barrels, and will hereafter have the pleasure of addressing you.



(Signed)

	John Creagh,

	W. W. Scarborough,

	James Pullan,

	R. R. Suringer.











From the Irish Relief Committee, Albany.


Albany, N. Y. 28th of April, 1847.


As the Central Committee of the State of New York, we are now making, through the agency of the Committee in New York city, shipments of food for the sufferers in Ireland. We commit it to the care of the Central Committee of the Society of Friends in Dublin, confident that it will be distributed by them without regard to any claims or influence, except those of humanity and prudence. At the particular request, however, of many contributors, we have offered the control of the distribution of two thousand barrels corn meal, in equal parts, to the joint order of the Roman Catholic archbishop, and the Reformed Catholic archbishop or bishop of the several cities of Dublin, Armagh, Cashel, and Tuam; if they shall think their direction will facilitate distribution to points not otherwise reached, or relieve the committee of which you are the secretaries from some of its arduous and responsible duties. These two thousand barrels are the equally mingled contribution of the Roman Catholic and Protestant citizens of the city of Albany, and you will please deliver or forward, according to any such joint orders as shall await the arrival of the meal; and if none are given, you will please distribute without delay these two thousand barrels, with the residue, as you may deem expedient.


In behalf of the other members of our committee, Messrs. Delavan, Olcott, Dexter, Norton, and myself,



(Signed)
Charles M. Jenkins,

Chairman.









From Mahlon Day, on behalf of the Society of Friends in New York.


New York, 29th of Fourth‐month, 1847.


I have to inform you, that in addition to what has been already sent, our committee, acting for New York Yearly Meeting, will shortly ship on board the ship “New Jersey,” about 2,000 dollars’ worth of kiln‐dried corn meal.


We hope to add to our contributions, but not probably to any great extent. The members of our Yearly Meeting have not done as much as some others; but we trust our efforts, small as they are, will be the means of extending some relief to many of the deeply suffering people of Ireland; for whom a deep and wide‐spread feeling of sympathy has spread throughout the length and breadth of our extensive country, which, happily, has been blessed with abundance, and to spare.


May our hearts be imbued with thankfulness for these favours from the Lord of the harvest, who sendeth the early and the latter rain, remembering that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.”



(Signed) Mahlon Day.







From the Irish Relief Committee, Zanesville, Ohio.


Zanesville, Muskingum Co. Ohio,

30th of April, 1847.


The central committee for Muskingum County, in the State of Ohio, for the relief of the poor of Ireland, take pleasure in enclosing to you bills of lading of the shipment of provisions already made by this committee, being composed of donations from the people of this county, as well as of the counties of Perry and Guernsey that lie adjacent to us.


Our countrymen, with a generosity that is proverbial and ever alive to the calls of suffering humanity, regardless alike of race, clime, or religion, have nobly responded to the heart‐stricken appeals of their famishing brethren on the other side of the Atlantic; and out of the abundance liberally supplied them by a bountiful Providence, they have given their mite. Small as it may be in comparison with your requirements, it is evidence at least of heartfelt sympathy in your sufferings, and of a desire to alleviate them.



(Signed)

	John Metcalf, Chairman.

	James E. Palmer, Secretary.













From the Irish Relief Committee of Utica, New York.


Utica, N.Y. 8th of May, 1847.


By the friendly advice of Messrs. Mahlon Day and David Sands of the city of New York, we take the liberty to consign to your care, as a contribution for the relief of the famishing poor of Ireland, 500 barrels of kiln‐dried corn meal, shipped by the U. S. frigate “Macedonian,” Capt. George C. De Kay.


We shall send this letter to Messrs. Day and Sands, and with it a sum of money to purchase for us in New York, an additional quantity of corn meal, to be shipped by the “Macedonian” with proper advice.


We submit the distribution wholly to your discretion; our only desire being that the little contribution which we are able to make shall be so disposed of as to alleviate, to as great an extent as it can, the sufferings of our brethren, the afflicted people of Ireland. We doubt not that in your hands it will do all the good that can possibly be accomplished by it.


With our earnest hope and prayers that God will stay the ravages of famine and pestilence, and send plenty and health to all from whom in his wise Providence they have been taken, we are, &c.



(Signed)

	Edmund A. Wetmore,

	Chr. C. Brodhead,

	N. Devereux,

	Owen Oneil,

	Ward Hunt,

	Horatio Seymour.











From the Irish Relief Committee, Lexington, Virginia.


Lexington, Va., 8th of May, 1847.


On behalf of the Executive Committee for the Relief of Ireland for Rockbridge County and the town of Lexington, Virginia, I address you to say that we have shipped, per barque “Bachelor,” about 550 barrels of Indian corn and flour, and somewhere about 3000 lbs. of bacon, which are consigned to your care. I trust that our donation from the mountains of Western Virginia will reach you in safety, and that it will be instrumental in affording relief to many poor famishing souls, and that many desponding hearts will be made to rejoice.



(Signed) For the Committee,

J. W. Paine.









From the Irish Relief Committee, Brooklyn, New York.


Brooklyn, N. Y., 11th of May, 1847.


On behalf of the citizens of Brooklyn, we have shipped to your address, by the “Patrick Henry,” for distribution to the famishing poor, the provisions specified in the enclosed invoice, amounting to 1166 dollars, and for which a bill of lading is attached. We hope that our mite may arrive in time to alleviate the miseries of a few of the many sufferers of your devoted countrymen. We would desire to call your attention, as to the distribution of this shipment, to the locality of Newry; and if in your opinion it will do most good in that district, to direct a portion or all to that point; we, however, do not intend to direct you, having every confidence that you will give it such direction as will carry out the desires of our citizens—that of relieving the greatest distress. We have requested it to be insured.


On behalf of the citizens of Brooklyn, and by order of the executive committee.



(Signed)

	William M. Harris,

	David Leavitt,

	Freeman Hunt, Jun.











From the Irish Relief Committee, Richmond, Virginia.


Richmond, Va., 12th of May, 1847.


This is a donation which a large number of the citizens of this state are happy to have it in their power to make to the destitute of your afflicted island. The contribution is from a people whose sympathies have been painfully awakened by the awful calamity which has befallen your country, who acknowledge the duty of giving aid, and feel that it is a privilege to bestow. In your countrymen they recognise friends and kindred, nor can they forget how warm and generous a heart is Ireland’s, nor how much their own land is indebted to Irish enterprise and literature. Their humble prayer to God is, that your people all may be speedily restored to health, comfort, and cheerfulness.


The articles were selected with a careful reference to render more effectual the benign purpose of those who contributed the funds to purchase them. Corn meal was believed to be particularly appropriate. I shall be happy to hear that we have not erred in the selection.


Enclosed you will find invoice, from which you will perceive that the articles purchased cost 12,722 dollars; the residue are the specific contributions of sundry benevolent persons.


We have learned that you are a committee to distribute



contributions which the benevolent place at your disposal, and that you carefully seek out the destitute, regarding funds so placed under your control as sacredly to be applied to relieve distress; treating all destitute sufferers, without any regard to religious distinctions, as alike to be cared for. It is as such, that the Christian and benevolent people whom I represent desire to make you their almoner.



(Signed) Wm. H. Macfarland, Chairman.







From the Irish Relief Committee, Steubenville, Ohio.


Steubenville, O., 17th of May, 1847.


This town is seventy miles by water below Pittsburgh, on the Ohio river. Its population is about 6,000. We have raised about 350 barrels of flour, which has gone forward to H. and A. Cope, Philadelphia, to be by them forwarded to your committee in Dublin, for distribution to the sufferers by famine in Ireland. Some of the contributors are from the north of Ireland themselves, or descendants from those who emigrated from that quarter of Ireland; and therefore it would, perhaps, be gratifying to them if our donations could, consistently with your general plan, go to the north of Ireland.


I should be pleased to have you direct a letter to me, or to the Irish Relief Committee of Steubenville, after you have received our donations and disposed of them, informing us of the fact; the safe arrival, &c.; whether the British government paid the freights, &c.; and what are the prospects of the Irish poor.


Other donations are going to Ireland from other parts of our county of Jefferson; of which, I presume, you will be advised by other committees.



(Signed) N. Dike, Chairman.







From the Irish Relief Committee, Madison, Indiana.


Madison, Indiana, 21st of May, 1847.


We have sent to your care from this place, 135 barrels corn meal, 13 barrels flour, and 1 barrel of pork, &c.


The sufferings of the poor of Ireland and Scotland are deeply felt in this neighbourhood, and they have subscribed very liberally according to their means. Although in a land of plenty, still we have some here who want assistance.



(Signed) For the Committee,

O. K. Donohoe.









From R. Redington, for self and others.


Elyria, Ohio, 28th of May, 1847.


We have heard your call to us, as men and Christians, for bread, and have done what we could. We forward to New York next week, 22 or 25 barrels of extra corn meal.


We also forward this box of garments, believing you will receive it as another token of our sympathy for you in suffering, and hoping it will bind us closer in the bond of our common brotherhood.



(Signed) For the donors,

R. Redington.







From the Common Council of New York.


City Hall, New York, 31st of May, 1847.


The Common Council of the city of New York, at a meeting held on the 1st of March, 1847, appropriated by resolution the sum of five thousand dollars to be expended under the direction of the Committee of Finance, in the purchase of provisions for the relief of the suffering poor of Ireland.


In pursuance of which, the undersigned take great pleasure in enclosing to you the within bill of lading for one thousand and eighteen barrels of Indian meal, shipped on board the frigate “Macedonian,” Captain George C. De Kay, and consigned to you, to be distributed under direction from your committee in such manner as you may deem best calculated to accomplish the desired end, “To do the greatest good to the greatest number.”


The Committee would fail in discharging their duty, were they to omit to assure you of the deep and wide‐spread sympathy felt throughout our city and state, for the sufferings of the destitute poor of Ireland, and the general desire of all classes of our fellow citizens to contribute their share, however small, to their relief.



(Signed)

	James C. Stowall.

	George H. Purser.

	Egbert Benson.

	William Radford.

	James D. Oliver.

	Isaac B. Smith.





Finance Committee.










From the Executive Committee of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.


New York, 1st of June, 1847.


Accompanying this, you will receive a bill of lading for three hundred barrels corn meal, shipped per United States ship “Macedonian,” and consigned to yon, to be distributed under the directions of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends to the needy and destitute people of Ireland.


This small offering is from the contributions of a few of the lodges of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of the city and state of New York, and is tendered in the hope that, although it may be considered but a mite towards relieving the wants of a suffering nation, still that it may be the means of temporary relief to a few of those whom starvation is reducing to the brink of despair and death.


Engaged as is the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in this country, in works of practical benevolence, the feelings of its members have been deeply aroused towards the sufferings of the poor stricken people of Ireland; and this sympathy has been productive of a much larger contribution by the Order itself than now appears, as many of its members early made their offerings through other channels. The best wishes of the Order go with their donation, and the most fervent hopes are entertained that the hand of a merciful Providence will speedily restore an abundant supply of the fruits of the earth, so that the famine may depart, and the now suffering people of Ireland may once more be restored to their usual comforts, and be again permitted to enjoy the smiles of their happy homes.



(Signed)

	Jas. W. Pinkney, Chairman.

	Wm. Coxe Dusenbery,

	Isaac Smith,

	Lewis A. Sayre,

	Daniel Barnard,

	W. B. Hayward, Secretary.










From the Irish Relief Committee, Detroit, Michigan.


Detroit, Michigan, 10th of July, 1847.


In behalf of the people of the State of Michigan, the undersigned, constituting a committee appointed at Detroit, its capital, inform you that we have forwarded to you, for the relief of Ireland’s suffering poor, 2,345 barrels of provisions and 4 packages of clothing.


We represent a population of less than three hundred



thousand souls, who are scattered throughout a territory embracing more than sixty thousand square miles. Many of our citizens are poor, and a large part of them live in places so isolated and remote as not to have allowed their co‐operation in this contribution. In fact, the cost and labour of bringing even to this place some of the articles would have been more than equal to their value in money at the place where they were given, if the labour had not been gratuitously bestowed. We are happy to say that the proprietors of our railroads, our warehousemen, and the owners of vessels have generously aided in affording the means of gratuitous transportation to Buffalo in New York.


Our home is more than eight hundred miles from the Atlantic, but the tale of your misery has reached us; and we are happy in being able, though in so scanty a measure, to contribute to your relief. The delay in forwarding it is to be attributed to our inland position and high latitude, rendering it impossible to transport it towards the sea‐board until late in the spring.


God in His Providence has blessed us with abundant harvests, and where the subject of Ireland’s wants could be presented to our scattered people, it has met with sympathizing hearts. Like settlers in all new countries, we have little accumulated capital, and for the reasons above given, all associated movements must of necessity be imperfect and slow. But we beg that you will receive our mite, as an earnest that we have not been unmindful of the claims of our suffering brethren in Ireland, although many miles of land and ocean intervene between them and us.


As they may be of some interest to you, we send herewith copies of the addresses, and the circulars of our committees.


We conclude with the hope and prayer that a merciful Providence may avert from Ireland a return of this dreadful destitution, and a sincere assurance that should it again visit you, your wants will not be unheeded by our citizens.



(Signed)

	Charles C. Troubridge.

	Henry Ledyard.

	Edmund A. Brush.

	Theodore Romeyn.

	William Gray.











From the Irish Relief Committee, Ottawa, Illinois.


Ottawa, Lazalle County, Illinois, July, 1847.


Herewith I have directed to be sent you, three hundred dollars, to be distributed as may seem to you best among the famishing poor of your much afflicted country. The amount is small, but you will not I hope despise the gift, at least when you



are informed that this country, and the whole north part of the state, was in the possession of the Indians until fifteen years past, and of course uncultivated.


We have many of your countrymen here who have contributed largely to relieve their relatives remaining in your country; scarcely a mail leaves but what has taken some contributions for two months past. Be kind enough to receive this small pittance as an assurance that we will always be your friends in adversity to the extent of our means, and if you should have the misfortune to lose another crop, a part of ours (which now promises well) is at your command, free to the poor.



(Signed) William H. W. Cushman,

Treasurer.







From the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


New York, 19th of May, 1847.


I still continue my punctual attendance at the committee‐room, because the amount of money occasionally received is really important towards the support of your system of aid to your famishing and dying people; and I rejoice that a kind providence has enabled me to carry out my part of the work without interruption or cessation since its commencement.


By the list of donors which I have published, you will perceive that the total amount of our receipts of money up to the 18th instant inclusive, is 144,450 dollars.


The greater part of the sums which we have received during this month have come from a distance, and there is every appearance that even that source of supply has nearly run out.


Among the contributions last received is a sum of 170 dollars, of which the largest part was contributed by the children of the forest, our red brethren of the Choctaw nation. Even those distant men have felt the force of christian sympathy and benevolence, and have given their cheerful aid in this good cause, though they are separated from you by miles of land and an ocean’s breadth.



(Signed) M. Van Schaick,

Chairman.







From the same.


New York, 29th of June, 1847.


After five months constant service in the cause of the famishing poor of Ireland, I have resigned my situation of treasurer, retaining that of chairman of the standing general committee.




The movement for aid to Ireland was commenced in January, 1847, by furnishing paragraphs for the newspapers. The first subscription, commenced on or about the 1st of February, did not succeed. A second attempt, made on the 8th of February, was crowned with success. The note of alarm and preparation which was sounded in this city, no doubt produced a sympathetic pulsation throughout this country. Its local effects are displayed in a contribution in money, which has passed through my hands as treasurer, amounting on the 24th of June, the day on which my resignation was finally agreed to by the committee, to the sum of 156,581 dollars. This committee, on the 28th, expressed the opinion that the donations in food and clothing would amount to 44,000 dollars. This opinion is founded more on the quantity which is coming forward from the great far west, than on that which has been shipped; and if this estimate turns out to be correct, the total of the aid which has passed through our hands to Ireland will exceed 200,000 dollars—or, in equivalent terms, 40,000 barrels of corn meal, the voluntary offerings of a free and Christian people.



(Signed) M. Van Schaick, Chairman.







From the same.


New York, 29th of July, 1847.


I am still receiving contributions, in breadstuffs and money, from the far west and other quarters, which donations have been some time on the way, but I think there is now an appearance of an end being brought to this glorious demonstration of a nation’s sympathy for poor suffering Ireland, and God grant that the present prospect of an abundant harvest all over Europe, as well as in this prosperous country, may be realised to the satisfaction of all. I think it quite likely that about 5,000 barrels more may go forward, and so end our labors in this benevolent cause.



(Signed) James Reyburn, Treasurer.







From the same.


New York, 31st of August, 1847.


It is most grateful to every Irish heart, to find the continued good feeling that exists in this great country, and to find the continued stream of provisions that flows from the far west towards this city to aid the starving Irish. I am now shipping by



the packet‐ship, “Patrick Henry,” to sail on the 6th proximo for Liverpool; and will continue to send hereafter to that port, as provisions arrive.



(Signed) James Reyburn, Treasurer.







From the same.


New York, 30th of November, 1847.


I duly received your interesting letter of the 3rd inst. which has been published in several of our newspapers for the information of our friends in this country generally.


Your judicious course with regard to disposing of the provisions, &c. committed to your care, will no doubt receive the approbation of all who have the good of our suffering fellow‐country people at heart. Small sums continue to be received by me from the west, which I hope may continue to come more abundantly hereafter; but as we are at present making no exertions, it can hardly be expected that any considerable sums will be received.


I now beg to hand you enclosed bill of lading and invoice, amounting to 3374 dollars and 69 cents, for 1,000 barrels of prime fresh ground Indian corn meal, shipped to your order on board the packet ship “Ashburton,” for Liverpool, which I hope may arrive safely with you. In case of loss or damage, please note that I have insured here, subject to average of 10 per cent.


There is on board also one box of clothing.



(Signed) J. Reyburn, Treasurer.







From the Irish Relief Committee, Cincinnati, Ohio.


Cincinnati, O., 22nd of October, 1847.


We duly received your esteemed favours of 18th of August and 18th ultimo; the contents as usual prove of much interest; we are gratified at the mention you make of the contributions of this portion of the American people, and have no doubt but that your plan of reserving some portion for the coming winter is a judicious one; however abundant your harvest may prove, sufficient suffering will exist to call for the most careful economy of the means left in your hands.


Our own labours are now brought to a close; the committee’s report, which we send you by this opportunity, will set them before you. Very general sympathy has been manifested. From the handsome house of the city to the poorest hamlet and log hut of the country, the same feeling has shone forth; from



the one, money has been given; and from the other, the winter stock of corn has been divided for your countrymen. When this charity was first taken in hand, six thousand dollars was thought to be the utmost that could be raised, and more than thirty thousand dollars have been sent forward.


We have had an intimation from a friend of Miss Edgeworth, that she would be gratified to receive and distribute some portion of the charity of this country, and we have concluded to send the small balance in our treasury, 180 dollars, to her in corn meal. If we conclude to consign this to your care, we beg to bespeak your kind offices in the matter. We feel this to be a compliment due to Miss Edgeworth, and which we have much pleasure in paying.



(Signed) For the Committee,

W. W. Scarborough.







From the Hibernian Society, Charleston.


Charleston, S. C. Nov. 10, 1847.


The good people who have so generously contributed their aid for the relief of Ireland feel greatly indebted to your Committee, and your Society generally, for the very judicious and efficient manner in which you have appropriated the funds sent you, to the relief of the destitute and suffering poor of that afflicted country; and all are desirous of making this feeling manifest to you.


The Hibernian Society of this city, partaking to the full in that feeling, adopted at their last meeting the resolutions, a printed copy of which I now beg to hand; adding to the same my most hearty concurrence.



(Signed) H. W. Conner,

President.







From the Irish Relief Committee, Rochester, New York.


New York, 10th of December, 1847.


About the 1st of June last, our friend Silas Cornell, Esq. removed from our city to Rhode Island, and the duties that he had very satisfactorily performed as chairman of the Irish Relief Committee of Rochester devolved upon us.


Since that date, we have forwarded to you 988 barrels of Indian meal, 30 barrels of flour, 13 barrels of Indian corn, 2 barrels of wheat, and 3 boxes sundries, through Messrs. J. M. Hoyte and Sons of New York, which we presume have come safely to your hands.




These contributions have been from all classes of our citizens, rich and poor; in money, grain, and other articles. They have been most cheerfully made; and in many cases accompanied with the earnest wish and most ardent prayer of the donors, that your country may not again be visited with that dreadful scourge—famine, and its usual attendant, pestilence.


As a people, we have felt ourselves called up for a practical comment upon the question, “who is my neighbour?” and have found that it is indeed “blessed to give.” It is a delightful employment to feed the hungry, and to succour the perishing; and we believe the tie that should unite men of every nation in one common brotherhood of love, has been, as between Ireland and America, strengthened fourfold by the sympathy and active charity that the affliction of your beautiful country has called forth.


The committees have closed their labours, made their report to their constituents, and been discharged. The task has been somewhat arduous, but they have found it a pleasant duty. With a hope that the cloud that seems at present to hang over Ireland may be removed, and that your country may not again be subjected to the fearful calamity that has recently passed over it, we remain, &c.



(Signed) L. A. Ward,

Chairman Ex‐Committee.







From Mahlon Day, on behalf of the Society of Friends in New York.


New York, 24th of Third‐month, 1848.


Enclosed we remit you a bill of exchange for £98 0s. 8d. This sum is the balance remaining in our hands belonging to the fund raised for the suffering poor in your afflicted country. We have retained the money several months, watching in the meanwhile the news received by every arrival from England; and finding a gradual decline in the price of provisions of nearly every kind, we have decided that the money invested by you on your side of the Atlantic would purchase more provisions than if invested here, reckoning the cost of shipment, contingent expenses, &c.


We shall be glad to hear of the safe receipt of this remittance, and any other information you may have to impart on this deeply interesting subject. As this letter is probably the last we shall have occasion to write on this subject, we desire to express our gratitude to the Giver of all good, in thus opening the hearts of our people to alleviate the sufferings of their fellow‐men. It demonstrates conclusively there is one common tie of



brotherhood that unites us all; that, however widely separated we may be, the earnest appeal of the heart meets with a friendly response.


Our heavenly Father doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men, and may He again bless you with “rain and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts with food and gladness,” is the sincere desire of your friends.



(Signed)

	Mahlon Day,

	David Sands.











Letter accompanying an Anonymous Contribution.


Philadelphia, 9th of July, 1849.


May I request the favor of your appropriating the proceeds of the enclosed bill of exchange for £200 sterling, to the relief of the most indigent and suffering of your countrymen. It is but a mite; but, with the hope that it may, under Divine Providence, be the means of saving some of the most afflicted from starvation, it is now sent.


It was the wish of many among us that another collection for Ireland should be made; but the appearance of cholera in almost every part of our land, and the anxiety lest it might still increase, seem to render such a measure difficult at this moment.


With my best wishes that it may please an overruling Providence to mitigate the calamity under which you suffer, I remain most respectfully your friend,



(Signed) W.







The foregoing extracts have been selected from a large number of similar communications. The Committee would have been pleased to have been able to insert the whole, but it would have rendered the report too voluminous. They all breathe the same spirit of kindness and sympathy for the sufferings of the poor of Ireland.






From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 3rd of First‐month, 1847.


The newspapers will, I know, give thee sufficiently distressing accounts of our situation in Ireland, and thy private letters must give additional particulars; to which I should not have thought of adding, but that I know the deep interest thou takes in the concerns of thy native land, and therefore believe thou wilt be pleased to receive from me some account of what I have seen during a recent visit to the West.




William Foster, accompanied by a young man from England, having visited the counties of Roscommon, Longford, Fermanagh, Donegal, and Sligo; and the latter being obliged to leave him, William Todhunter and I went down to Ballina to meet him. I remained with him three days, and accompanied him on two excursions from Ballina; one day to Crossmolina, about nine miles west; and another day to Killala, about five miles north; calling on several persons on our way, and going and returning in both cases by a different route.


Thou art so well acquainted with Ireland, and with the habits of the people, and so well aware that the potato forms the sole resource of the peasantry of our western counties, that it is unnecessary to point out to thee the misery which must inevitably result from their loss. In the parts of Mayo which I visited, the failure is complete, and the destruction of the cottier population is total. They have nothing. The public works do not employ one quarter of them. There is no other employment. The wages of those who get work (about 1s. per day) are quite insufficient to support a family at present prices. They have been unable to purchase their usual supply of winter clothing, and numbers have been forced by want to pawn any good clothes they had. The pigs are gone; the poultry are eaten or sold; the very dogs have been drowned, lest they should eat anything that would support human life. I saw a few pigs and fowl, and an occasional dog with the farmers, but nothing in comparison with former times. The number of the destitute is greatly increased by the farm servants, who have almost invariably been discharged, on account of the inability of their employers to feed them; and by tailors, shoemakers, and other artizans who used to work for the small farmers and the poor, and who have now no employment. What amazes me is, how the people contrive to exist. They live largely on turnips, which, instead of being given to cattle, are sold at the rate of 1s. per cwt. by the few gentlemen or large farmers who cultivate them; and who deal them out in half cwts., lest the supply should be too quickly exhausted. The natural result of insufficient and unwholesome food is disease, especially dysentery, of such an aggravated character that many are dying of it.


There have also been many deaths from actual starvation. The coroner at Ballina gave us a list containing twenty‐three of these within the last month, most of them within the last fortnight. There are also many more on which no inquest is held. We passed a small burying place, at the time of the interment of a young man, who had been a farm servant, and, having been discharged, could find no one to take him in. He had been promised admission to the workhouse, but died the previous day of absolute want of food. No inquest. On another occasion we met a young man carrying a coffin of thin unplaned



deal boards. He told us it was for a woman whose remains had been kept eight days, until they begged the price of the coffin.


Nothing appeared to me to offer such striking proof of the intensity of the calamity, as the complete possession it has obtained of the public mind. I heard nothing spoken of but the situation of the country, the supply and prices of food, the public works, the measures of government, the distress of the people, and the means of averting starvation.


The resident gentry see and feel for the misery that surrounds them; and, crippled as they are by the non‐payment of their rents, they, with few exceptions, exert themselves zealously, and at considerable personal and pecuniary sacrifice, for the relief of their dependents and neighbours; in which endeavours they are almost wholly unassisted by the absentee proprietors. The wives and daughters of the gentry are making equal exertions, and ladies of the first rank may be seen daily distributing soup or meal, or cutting out clothes to be made by poor women, and sold to the poor at a low rate. Compassion for the misery which they are unable to relieve, alarm for the future, an anxious sense of the responsibility of their position, and an overwhelming weight of public business, oppress the few resident proprietors to a degree that must be witnessed to be understood. All religious and political differences are for the present forgotten. The pressure of a common danger has united all parties for a common object.


The ministers of all denominations, and especially the church of England clergy, are actively engaged in administering relief.


The poor‐houses are crowded, and are almost all in debt. Under present circumstances, a new rate could not be collected; and so low is the state of their credit, that I fear unless the Government provide funds, they will be unable to feed even the unfortunate beings within the workhouse walls. I have heard statements tending to prove that the bonds of domestic affection were loosening, under the pressure of want, but I expect that the instances are rare. Husbands have deserted their wives and families; children have in some instances turned out their parents to beg; and many parents refuse to receive their adult children, who had left them for the service of farmers or others. Perhaps the most striking change of feeling is in their treatment of the dead and dying. Many are brought in to the workhouse when on the point of death, in order to obtain a parish coffin. The funerals are attended by few. There may be twenty or thirty persons, where formerly there would have been some hundreds. To one acquainted with the character of our people, this change must appear very remarkable.


There is still corn in the yards of the small farmers; they have paid no rents, and keep their corn to eat. They are consuming



it fast, and the best opinion I could obtain estimated it as likely to last, at farthest, only three months, and then their destitution will be as complete as that of the cottier or conacre‐men, except the very few who have money saved.


I have no doubt many of the latter will go to America. In the words of one to whom I spoke, “every one who can make out the money will go.” Emigration this year will certainly be enormous. Inclement as is this season, they are going already. A ship left Sligo just before Christmas, and instead of the sorrow usual on leaving their native country, there was nothing but joy at their escape, as from a doomed land. The country in many places is becoming depopulated. The people are deserting their cabins, crowding into the towns and cities; spreading themselves over our eastern counties, where the destitution is less, because the people have been accustomed to rely on wages for their support; and, when they can beg the passage money, crossing over into England and Scotland.


Such extensive mendicity is frightfully demoralizing, but how can the unfortunate people help it? If they stay at home, they must starve. From accounts I have heard, I believe many are preferring the dreadful alternative—are ashamed to make their wants known—and are actually starving because they will not beg. The small farmers are disheartened; in despair on account of their losses, and the great arrear of rent, they have as yet made no preparation for cultivating their ground, and they think that if they cultivate it, it is rather for the landlord than for themselves. The usual gatherings of manure have been neglected. To manure their ground seems to them useless, as they have no potatoes to plant. I think very few of them have corn sufficient for their own consumption and for seed. The lime kilns are not at work as they used to be, showing a diminished breadth of wheat sown, or at least a diminution of manure. The lost time may be partially redeemed by spring sowing, but the loss of manure is irrecoverable. The land cannot obtain its usual nourishment, and the result must be a diminished production.


I trust that eventually good will result from this awful visitation of Providence, which is unexampled in its severity in any civilized country; but we must first pass through an amount of suffering, of which we now see the beginning, but of which no one can foresee the end.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 30th of January, 1847.


Your interesting account of your trip to the West made my



heart bleed, and it grieves me to think how little I can do to assist you in your humane endeavours to save the poor from starvation. I consider this as the best account I have seen of the distress of the poor peasantry in Ireland, and I have had it published, (suppressing your name) for the purpose of encouraging all those who have not given their mite, to give it during the winter. Money thus sent will, at all events, give many of the poor the means of fleeing from famine, by coming to this country; and I consider it a great benefit to those who remain behind, as well as to those who come out, to encourage emigration. Without the potato crop, and in the absence of improved cultivation of grain, Ireland is over‐populated. You cannot raise wheat and oats enough to feed the people, unaided by potatoes, for two or three years to come; therefore, the more people we can bring over, the better for all parties. In this point of view, the small drafts remitted by our Irish emigrants become of importance, and I am glad to tell you that they are sent forward by every packet. Since I wrote last, I have received returns of the whole amount sent home by these poor people, out of their wages, from Philadelphia and Baltimore as well as New York, and the grand total sums up one million of dollars, or £200,000 sterling!


In the west there is room enough for all the emigrants you can send; food is in abundance, and of the best kind, when once they get to work; some suffering at first in a strange country, but finally a peaceful home. The government should give its aid to promote emigration to Canada, where the lands are as fertile as ours. It is easy for the emigrants to cross the St. Lawrence afterwards, if they should prefer the United States. The main thing for you is to get them out of Ireland.


The ways of Providence are just and righteous, although to our finite understandings inexplicable. This present misery, which no science can explain, may be the handwriting on the wall, to alarm the landed proprietors in Ireland of the necessity of a radical change in the state of society there. Those poor creatures who are the victims of starvation are in His hands whose mercy is unbounded, and we must only humbly hope that their children will profit by their life offerings!



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the same to the same.


New York, 8th of February, 1847.


——— Now for the poor Irish. There is a growing feeling in favour of subscriptions all over the country, and the papers



are adding fuel to the flame day by day. The clergy will next take it up, and I think the amount you will receive from all parts of the country will be very respectable.


I have had your letter to me printed on letter sheet, and circulated; and it has done good. Its plain narrative of facts carries conviction with it, and many who doubted the newspaper accounts believe yours. Thomas Pim Cope writes me that they continue to receive contributions from the country, and I perceive by the “Friend” (a weekly paper) that the members of the Society of Friends in Indiana have taken up the subject with spirit. As you will need assistance all through the year, it is perhaps just as well that our remittances should go gradually forward, and not all at once. I have received several sums since the steamer sailed, and shall enclose drafts in this letter, which I keep open until the last, hoping some more may come in.


You will be glad to learn, that the Irish emigrants are sending out largely by every packet to their poor friends at home.


The receipts in small sums by A. Bell and Sons, for two days previous to the sailing of the steamer, were 2,000 dollars; and by another house in three days, 7,500 dollars—all from poor emigrants. I have not yet had time to collect returns from the other houses who give similar drafts on Ireland, but I have no doubt the amount is large.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 31st of First‐month, 1847.


I wrote to thee per mail of the 4th inst. and am since in receipt of thine of the 28th ultimo, and of the 5th inst. Our Committee also received a letter from Thomas Pim Cope and three other members of the Society of Friends in Philadelphia, enclosing a remittance of £500. Your kind sympathy towards our afflicted country is consoling to us, as your generous contributions will, we trust, be useful in alleviating the misery of our unfortunate fellow‐countrymen.


The intelligence conveyed in thy last, of the amount remitted to Ireland in small sums, is indeed cheering. I knew that a great deal of money was sent over here by emigrants, but I had no idea of the sum to which it amounts. It astonished me, as it did everyone else who had not been previously aware of it. I shall have much interest on learning the grand total, when thou hast had returns from the other cities. Are there not also many remittances from Quebec and Montreal? I send herewith extracts from papers, shewing the manner in which we advertised it. It



certainly does our poor people great credit, but what people are warmer or more constant in all the domestic relations of life?


My last letter was a melancholy one, and I am not able to communicate anything more cheering in this. William Forster has been travelling slowly through Mayo and Galway; he has visited Erris, Westport, Achill, Castlebar, the Killaries, Connemara and Galway; and is, I believe, this day at Loughrea. Everywhere the same destitution prevails, which the means as yet taken have been unable to lessen in the least; but it still increases through all, as the small stocks of oats diminish, or the turnips are consumed.


Our private accounts are as distressing as the melancholy statements which fill the newspapers. If these latter say less about Galway and Mayo than they do of Cork or Kerry, it is only that there are fewer educated persons to make their sufferings known. Times such as these call forth into strong relief both the kindness of humanity, and the innate selfishness of the human heart; and while the benevolence of many of the resident gentry is exercised, for the assistance of their neighbours, to the utmost extent that their means afford, the callousness and hard‐heartedness of some of the absentee proprietors is equally conspicuous.


The law proceedings resorted to by some landholders, even in many cases against conacre tenants, whose potatoes have failed, are sickening to think of. The suits are not undertaken in the expectation of obtaining the rents, but as a cheap and expeditious mode of ejecting; and it produces the effect intended; the people leave their homes with everything they possess, and I trust some of them may find a refuge with you. These persons thus avail themselves of a great public calamity, to effect a wholesale clearance of their properties, and turn adrift a pauper tenantry which their own improvidence had created, to be supported by others or to starve.


Emigration has already commenced, early as it is in the year. From many districts in the west every one will go who can procure the means; many are quite satisfied if they can pay the passage money, and go out with no food beyond the ship’s allowance, and without having a penny towards their support when they reach your shores. What between emigration and removal to England, starvation, and disease, the population of the western counties will be thinned to a fearful extent.


William Forster’s journey has been of very great value, both by calling public attention in England to our situation, and perhaps still more, by bringing various benevolent persons in the remoter districts of Ireland into communication with each other, and encouraging them by the expression of sympathy, and the feeling that they are not alone in the work.


Thou wilt, no doubt, wish to know what our Committee are



doing. At the latter end of the “Extracts from Correspondence,” of which we have sent thee several copies, is some notice of our general arrangements for receiving and considering applications for assistance. The grants of the General Central Association are advertised in the papers, and are usually large sums. We take a somewhat different course. We give small sums at a time. Our remittances are accompanied by letters, endeavouring to stimulate the liberality of those locally interested; and we generally encourage renewed applications, when the expenditure of the first sum has been accounted for. We endeavour, wherever practicable, to encourage soup‐kitchens, frequently promising support conditionally, and offering a boiler. Many replies have been received from those to whom grants have been made, confirming us in the belief that the cautious line of conduct we have adopted will, in the end, produce the greatest amount of good. This plan of action involves much care and trouble, and requires a very extensive correspondence; and it is difficult to get our office arrangements into as efficient a state as we could wish. At present, it takes up the whole time of both the secretaries, and has indeed proved a work of no small labor.


It is very painful, after such liberal contributions, to find the distress unabated; and to know that while people are starving, there are large sums in the hands of the committees. Many not unnaturally think, that it needs only to pour food into these distressed places, and all will be right. But the real difficulty arises from the structure of society, in a large part of the west of Ireland, and in the mountainous districts of the interior. The peasantry have always been poor, and now they are absolutely destitute. There are few resident proprietors; no middle class; and, except the Church of England and the Roman Catholic clergymen, very few educated persons. There are extensive districts—I believe I might say, whole parishes—without a single educated resident, except the religious teachers of both denominations. It were well, under present circumstances, if the assistance of the Church of England clergymen could always be counted on: they are energetic and devoted labourers in the present difficulty; but the union of several parishes into single benefices deprives many parts of this advantage. A letter from a clergyman in the county of Clare says, “Alas! in the district in which my daughter is exerting herself, there is not a single person above the rank of a peasant. They are all in distress. The land is held by absentees, from whom I have not received a single shilling of contribution, or it is under receivers of the Court of Chancery.” Such a state of society might appear incredible to many, but it will be recognised by thee as correct. I fear there is far too large a portion of our western counties in a position nearly similar. In fact, the machinery for relieving the distress does not exist, and cannot be created with sufficient rapidity for our present



need, and therefore the people must suffer. I do not believe that the whole power of the government, with an unlimited command of money, could wholly avert starvation, or prevent the loss of many lives.


The silent streams of commerce supply food to the two million inhabitants of London, with an unerring regularity which would strike us with amazement, were it not a matter of daily occurrence; but let the same number of persons be suddenly placed in another locality, and what must be the result? What then is the difficulty, when we find them scattered over a wide extent of country, with mountain and bog, and, in parts, without sufficient roads or other means of communication! They have hitherto lived on the produce of their own gardens, and now it is necessary to supply money, to import food, to create a trade where none had previously existed.


I need hardly allude to the various propositions of government for present relief, and for the permanent improvement of the country. The newspapers will give thee full information. I will only say, in connection with my present subject, that I consider them quite inadequate to the occasion. The relief measures, I think, will fail from the very same cause which impedes our exertions—the want of efficient machinery in the most distressed districts. The more permanent measures, if my views of political economy be correct, scarcely advance a step in that direction towards freedom of landed property, in which we have a long way to go.


Up to this date, we have received and decided on about 130 applications for assistance; we have paid £1779 10s. in money, and have made promises of assistance to the amount of £1225, as also of several boilers; £235 has already been claimed on our promises and paid, forming part of the above sum, and we expect we shall before long be called on for great part of the rest. There have also been several shipments made of peas and rice, &c. to some of the western parts, but I cannot state the exact value; and other shipments are about to follow. The applications for assistance are increasing; and when it is considered that many of those assisted are likely to apply again, it will be seen that we shall have ample use for any amount which may be entrusted to our care.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.









Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 23rd of February, 1847.


Your very interesting letter on the state of Ireland is also received, and increases my regret at our inability, for want of vessels, to supply you with all the food you require. It is heart‐rending to think that whilst our granaries are bursting with food, your poor people are starving.


Your first descriptive letter, which I published and circulated, has been of great service in arousing a general feeling of commiseration all over the country; and it was also the means of enabling me to get our Central Committee to select yours in Dublin as our almoners. I have also recommended everyone elsewhere, who has applied to us, to follow our example.


The feeling here in favor of sending food in preference to money is pretty general, and in order to obey our constituents, we have taken up a vessel of about 5,000 barrels burthen to load with meal, flour, &c. for Cork and a market. She will probably sail in ten days, and you will have to decide upon her port of discharge, and have orders for her at Cork. Her name is the “Victor.” You will receive a letter from our chairman, and a bill for £3,000.


From your letter and the papers, I think the south‐west and west of Ireland are in the most deplorable condition, and require your attention in a greater degree than the other parts of Ireland where there are more resident gentry. I hope, therefore, you will attend very particularly to these. Skibbereen, Co. of Cork, from letters received, is in an awful condition, and your Cork friends should have an agent there. I think you ought not to spend any of this money in Dublin, because your local collections should be enough for your own poor. The very reasons you give for the greater sufferings of the peasantry in Connaught and parts of Munster, would seem to render it the more your duty, to dispense the greater part of your charity in those quarters where no middle class exists.


I write thus freely to you, knowing the wishes of our committee, and as our chairman can only instruct you in general terms. In your letters to him hereafter, you can state the quarter where your bounty is chiefly distributed, as it will be gratifying to the subscribers here. We have collected about forty thousand dollars within the past ten days, and hope to increase it during the month.


Your British vessels are poor sailers in winter; several are out over seventy days, and no sign of them yet. Our vessels are not half enough for the wants of the trade. We have a



greater surplus of food than can possibly be transported all through the summer.


I enclose a letter from my friend David Sears, whose ideas agree very much with yours as to practical reform in Ireland; that is, if the laws would permit it. You can make what use you please of it.


The remittances from the poor Irish to their friends at home continue on as large a scale as last year.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







The following is the letter referred to by Jacob Harvey, as enclosed in the foregoing.


Boston, 10th of February, 1847.

Jacob Harvey, Esq., New York.

Dear sir,


I have read with deep sympathy the letter you sent me, addressed to you by one of your friends in Dublin. All humanity must mourn the destitution of unhappy Ireland, and every head and hand should be ready to contribute their mite to relieve her sufferings. How this is to be done effectually is a question not so easily answered. Look at the condition of the country.


The potato crop forms the whole resource of the peasantry of the western counties, and in most parts of the island the failure of this crop is complete. The destitution of the cottier population is total. They have nothing. The public works do not employ one quarter of them. There is no other employment. The wages of those who get work are quite insufficient; a shilling a day will not support a family. Their pigs are gone; the poultry are eaten or sold; the very dogs have been drowned, lest they should eat anything that could support human life. The number of the destitute is greatly increased by the farm labourers, who have been almost invariably discharged, on account of the inability of their employers to feed them; and by tailors, shoemakers, and other artizans, who used to work for the small farmers and the poor, and who have now no employment. How do the people contrive to support existence? They live largely on turnips, and the natural result of insufficient and unwholesome food is disease, especially dysentery, of which thousands are now dying. There are also many deaths from actual starvation, on which no inquest is held.


The poor‐houses are crowded; they are almost all in debt; and unless the Government provide funds, they will be unable to feed the unfortunate beings within the workhouse walls.




The small farmers have paid no rents, and keep their corn to eat. They are consuming it fast; and it cannot at any rate last longer than four months, and then their destitution will be as complete as that of the cottiers. The country is in many places becoming depopulated; the people are deserting their cabins, and crowding into the towns and cities. The small farmers are disheartened; and, in despair on account of their losses, are making no preparations for cultivating their ground. The bonds of natural affection are loosening under the pressure of want, and husbands have deserted their wives and families, and children have in some instances turned out their parents to beg.


Compassion for the misery they are unable to relieve, alarm for the future, and an anxious sense of the responsibility of their position, oppress and overwhelm most of the small number of resident proprietors, to an extent that must be witnessed to be understood.


The resident gentry see and feel for the misery that surrounds them, and, crippled as they are by the non‐payment of their rents, they yet exert themselves zealously, and at personal and pecuniary sacrifices, for the relief of their neighbours: but, with a very few rare exceptions, they are wholly unassisted by the absentee proprietors.


Thus, the social evils connected with the cottier’s tenure, the want of capital, the low state of agriculture, and the depressed condition of the people, have rendered the failure of the potato crop a most awful calamity. These are the sentiments of your friend, and this condition is perilous in the extreme. The purse of England, it is true, is now open to Ireland, and may supply food and clothing, and for a time lessen the amount of actual starvation among her population; but this remedy cannot last long, nor is it the kind of remedy to be desired. The relief, to be salutary and effective, must come through the laws. The land must support the population, and the absentees must be made to support their own.


Perhaps the experience of a landed proprietor in America may be of service in this crisis; at all events, it is given to you in the hope that in some way it may be useful.


My landed property, now partly sold, once covered an extent of more than ten miles square, and at that time included the towns of Prospect, Searsport, Belfast, and Frankfort, on Penobscot river, in the state of Maine. The small farmers who purchased under me were poor; they bought my land, uncultivated and rough; their only property, an axe; their only means of support, the strength of their hands and the courage of their hearts. These farmers, approaching somewhat to your cottiers, were, in one respect, as poor as the Irish are now: they had no money, and they were obliged, many of them, to buy food for present consumption, and seed‐corn for the first year’s sowing of



their fields. What their condition is at this day you can judge for yourself, since their tenable property amounts to millions. When permitted to enter on my land, I gave to the applicant a bond conditioning to convey the fee of the farm on payment of certain notes, which, if not paid, the bond was void, and the occupant might be ejected. In addition to this tenure, the following were, in my opinion, the principal operative causes which have produced the results I mention, and made the farmer prosperous and happy. The towns I have spoken of are divided into two kinds of districts—road districts and school districts; and annual taxes are laid by legal authority in each of them, to be expended in making and repairing roads and bridges, and in building schools and supplying them with teachers. In Ireland, power might be vested in the Lord Lieutenant to appoint commissioners to do the same thing.


The road tax is a certain percentage on the value of every acre of land within the district, and is payable in money, or is worked out by the peasantry at so much the hour. The school tax is also levied on the land, but is payable only in money.


Although, in their operation, these taxes, if not paid by the farmer, tenant, or cottier, must be paid by the landlord, the owner of the fee, to save his land from being sold on execution; yet they have in practice proved very beneficial to the resident, and not over burthensome to the absentee. In the road tax, the cottier and small farmer works out his tax at a cost of from one to three days’ labour per annum, his days of labour being selected with reference to his own convenience, and so adjusted as not to interfere with the cultivation of the land. On the other hand, the large proprietor and absentee pays his road tax in money; but the tax being one of labour, the money thus received is always expended in labour, in constructing new roads and bridges, or in improvements and repairs on those already existing; and thus money is made to circulate among the cottiers and the poor for their personal benefit, and at the same time giving them employment when they might otherwise be idle. In this manner, more than one hundred miles of road and forty bridges have been constructed on my estate, by which the farms are increased in value, and the neighbourhood greatly improved.


The school tax being a money tax, which is collected from the owners of the soil in fee, (the other tenures not being called upon) the burden of it, of course, falls exclusively upon those who have money, and upon such as have large cultivated farms, and parks, and ornamental grounds, and good substantial houses. The districts are large or small according to the wants of the people, but every school district is compelled to have a school‐house and employ a teacher. The schools are free. By these means, for a trifle to the district, and generally at no cost



to themselves, all the small farmers and cottiers have their children taught the rudiments of an education connected with habits of decency and order. I can also safely declare, as the result of my own experience, that every expense and effort which has been made to raise the standard of education in a district, has reacted to the profit and advantage of the owner of the soil; and I am happy to say, that there is not now to be found among the many farmers on my property, a single individual who does not read and write and cast accounts.


The question then arises, can this system be applied to Ireland? Can the cottier be made as intelligent as the American settler? Can he, by the help of better laws, be raised to the rank of the small farmer? Will the great proprietors or absentees be as gentle or sagacious as the American landholder; and as cheerfully obey laws which, though ultimately for their own benefit, have at first the appearance of being no other than an additional tax on their land? The extreme destitution of the Irish population, and the small and uncertain returns of rent, afford a favourable opportunity for government and the landlords to try a change.


No change can be for the worse; there is, therefore, little danger in making an experiment. What is now proposed has been found to work well here.


Although the Irish cottier is doubtless much inferior to the American settler or the woodsman of America, yet I imagine the Irish landlord, whether resident or absentee, will claim to be superior; and certainly will never acknowledge himself to be lower or less liberal, humane, and gentlemanly than the same class among us. Now, if this proves true when put to the test, it is sufficient to secure a favourable result from the changes here presented. Their success, in fact, will mainly depend on the cordial cooperation of the great proprietors with the officers of government, in pushing them through as measures of relief.


If the local regulations cited above are fully and faithfully carried out, in my humble opinion a few years will see the hills of Ireland levelled, and her vallies raised along her lines of road; will see new roads cut in all directions, and opening new sections of country, with beautiful bridges, walls, hedges, and trees ornamenting her public ways; and neat village schools peeping out at interesting points for the instruction of her people. A few years more will see the cottier system nearly abolished, and, in its place, flourishing farms and well stocked farm‐yards; and this same people educated, and prosperous, and happy.


A minute examination of these special laws of internal improvement and popular education, which I have ventured to suggest, cannot well be given in the compass of a letter; nor would the examination, if practicable, be equally effective as a



guide, in comparison with such details as the intelligence of a paternal government might devise, based upon a local knowledge of the tenure of the land, and the habits and prejudices of the parties to be affected.


I shall be most happy if anything I have here feebly sketched in reply to your friend’s letter, can in any way contribute in the slightest degree to alleviate the suffering condition, or brighten the future prospects of so gallant and warm‐hearted, so generous and noble a people as the Irish.



With great respect, your obedient humble servant,

(Signed) David Sears.



P.S.—To carry out the views of my letter in detail would require a volume, and include the subjects of a law creating a registry of deeds, a betterment law, and a law regulating devises and limiting entails. I have the impression, however, that entails in England are now as easily broken as here, if the living parties, i. e. the tenant for life and the remainder‐man in tail choose, to break them by lease and release, fine and recovery, and other technical modes of overleaping an obstacle which the government is unwilling to demolish. Were sufficient power in the hands of the viceroy, first to district towns, and then to sell delinquent estates, the question of entail need not be touched. The landlords themselves would undertake the matter, and save the administration the trouble. The oppression of the cottiers cannot exist under the levy of the school and road tax.







From Jacob Harvey to one of the Secretaries.


New York, 26th February, 1847.


I wrote you by the Sarah Sands on the 24th, giving an account of our proceedings, and the committee sent you £3000, and advised the charter of a ship to carry provisions.


I have just seen a letter from Josiah Forster to Mahlon Day, in which he says that the Government had agreed to pay the freight of all charitable donations of food sent from New York. This is a grand point, and will enable you to use all the cash funds we send you in distribution. You had best write to Josiah Forster at once, to ascertain the fact officially, and be prepared to act previous to the arrival of any consignments. A large quantity will probably be shipped from New Orleans, which of course come under the same rule. I think the Government ought to publish some notice of it.


I have written again respecting the necessity of sending out vessels of war, to aid our mercantile marine in transporting the



food to Ireland as fast as it arrives. There is no danger of their interfering with private trade, as all our own merchant vessels and yours, and foreign vessels will not be sufficient after our rivers and canals open. I think your Committee should at once apply to the Government on this subject, and get the leading Friends in London to back it. It is not too late, if your accounts of the famine be not exaggerated. You will want supplies all the summer, and our market will be overpowered with receipts from the country in May. The cotton and tobacco crops will take a very large fleet to transport, and shut out so much grain and flour.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







The following letter, addressed to Jacob Harvey, was forwarded by him to the Committee.


Charleston, S. C., 19th of February, 1847.
Jacob Harvey, Esq.
Dear Sir,


Your favor of the 13th was duly received. Acting on your recommendation, which was confirmed from other sources, the committee have this day forwarded to Dublin a bill of exchange for one thousand pounds sterling, from collections made in this city which are still progressing; and it is hoped that a much larger amount may be ready for the same destination by the packet of the 1st. Circulars have been forwarded to influential persons in the interior, also to North Carolina and Georgia, calling upon them for contributions in money or provisions; and from information received, it is believed the call will be well responded to.


The railroads of this State will carry all packages marked “Ireland” free of charge, and storage to any extent is offered on same terms. No donations of grain or provisions have yet been made, and if any are received, it must lie in store for the present, as every vessel here is full, and freight for cotton one penny.


The sympathy of the community is aroused; and for so far the subscriptions are liberal, from 500 dollars to ten cents; the widow’s mite thankfully received. Many circumstances worthy of record show the general feeling; for instance, the scholars of a female seminary, conducted by Madame Du Pree, have handed in their pocket money, amounting to 101 dollars and 18 cents.


Believing you would be gratified to hear of our proceedings,



and that we are so warmly active and interested in the cause, I make this communication.



Respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) Alexander Robinson.







From Jacob Harvey to one of the Secretaries.


New York, 13th of March, 1847.


The parcel of “Extracts from Correspondence, No. 1,” turned up a few days ago, and we had 1000 copies reprinted for circulation all over the country. The minute accounts you give will afford satisfaction. I am afraid I have imposed a heavy burden on your Committee, as I have influenced several bodies to make you their almoners; but it was your intimation that you were willing to receive all our contributions, which induced me to make some exertions to have you selected. After you receive American contributions, and distribute them, give some account of the places relieved in your letters to our Committee. The counties of Cork, Donegal, Mayo, and Sligo seem to be the worst off, and yet there is also much suffering elsewhere.


By the time our cargoes reach Cork, you will be aware of the districts which stand most in need of supplies, and will act accordingly. Besides the very large remittances made by the poor Irish direct to their friends, they collected in the Roman Catholic churches of New England 19,000 dollars, and here and in Brooklyn 13,000 dollars; all which went into the general fund. And yet Irishmen are called “lazy and improvident.” Oh! shame.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the same to the same.


New York, 29th of March, 1847.


Your favor per “Hibernia” was received a week ago, and I had extracts published in our papers, so as to give general information to our constituents all over the country.


I plainly perceive that your difficulties are increasing, that the want of food is becoming every week more apparent, and that, with all our surplus, we cannot send it forward fast enough to meet your pressing wants.


Mysterious are the ways of Providence, and we poor erring



mortals cannot reason even on the events which happen before our eyes! For instance, not only is there the unaccountable destruction of the potato crop, but the very winds have been adverse for three months to vessels coming from Europe. The storms have been unusually numerous; so have accidents to vessels loaded with grain and flour; and whilst we are in want of shipping to carry over our corn, the ocean is covered with vessels striving to get here. However, perhaps it is as well that a large fleet should arrive soon after our internal navigation opens, when our receipts will be heavy, and we shall want to ship them off as quickly as possible.


Our committee has received over 100,000 dollars in money, besides many contributions of food, and we are daily receiving more. All goes consigned to you, and I fear you may have undertaken a greater work than you originally contemplated; but having once put on the harness, you must not throw it off until the necessity ceases. Several of our vessels are on the way to Cork, and it occurs to me that the best mode of distributing the food, will be by taking it out of the vessels at Cove, and putting it on board the government steamers which are at your service. They can then go from port to port, saving both time and expense. I presume the government would at once grant your request if made, and I suggest it for your immediate consideration.


From Philadelphia a shipment has been made to Derry, per the “John Walsh,” consigned to you.


We have information from all parts of the United States, of contributions ready to be forwarded to the seaports the moment the canals are opened, and I hope there will be many cargoes under way before June. My belief is that you will require every barrel we can send all the year; and that there will be sufferers enough, even after your next harvest, to consume as much as you can possibly collect.


I regret very much the high prices of Indian corn; so far as regards America, they are not required to induce our farmers to sell freely. We would send you all we cannot consume at 30s. per quarter, sooner than retain it here in barns; and yet you are paying 72s.


There will be a prodigious quantity sown in May in every state; because, at present prices, it pays well on the poorest soil, and farmers are generally governed by present prospects. For next year, you may calculate on a full supply at any price the English importers choose to agree upon.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.









From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Westport, Mayo, 31st of Third‐month, 1847.


My co‐secretary Joseph Bewley will, I make no doubt, acknowledge in his official capacity the various remittances received from your country. My absence prevents my signature being attached to the acknowledgments. James Perry and I have been deputed by the Committee to visit the various ports of Connaught, with the view of seeing how far it may be desirable or necessary for us to send to them any part of the supplies your bounty is contributing for our relief; and to see who would be suitable as agents, in case we find it desirable to send any. We have travelled, chiefly along the coast, from Galway to Clifden, and direct from Clifden to this town. The distress is very great, though not so bad as in the west of the county of Cork; except in the town of Clifden itself, which contains some very painful spectacles indeed.


I know not how to convey to thee any clear idea of our present unfortunate condition, which we see and feel, but hardly understand; and are quite at a loss as to the means of cure, or even of alleviation, without increasing the evil in some other way. The enormous loss of property, falling principally on those who were least able to bear it; the demoralization caused by the congregation of such large masses of people on public works; the almost total neglect of the ordinary employments; the great and unexpected demand for breadstuffs, in districts where heretofore they were scarcely thought of as articles of general consumption; the great diminution of demand for articles of clothing, or for the labour of artizans; the embarrassment of the gentry, resulting from the nonpayment of rents, which have been evaded in many places by tenants who are well able to pay; the despair of the small farmers, causing them to neglect all preparation for another season, all collecting of manure, etc.; the inability of many to cultivate their land, or to find seed for it, or to live unless they receive support from others; the various causes which prevent a large portion of the landlords from assisting their tenants in this respect, inability, ignorance, carelessness, the hopes of compelling the surrender of the holding, etc.—all these have produced a state of difficulty of no ordinary character; clearly, and perhaps inevitably resulting from the loss of the potatoe, but which very few, if any, were able to foresee last autumn. And now we have the new measure of temporary relief, which expires next autumn, just when its complicated machinery may be expected to be properly set going—an affair of extreme difficulty in some districts. And, in addition to this, there is the very difficult, and in some places dangerous, but yet necessary measure of reducing the number



of persons employed on the public works, with a view to their final termination at some early period. I know this is absolutely necessary. Without it, the land will not be tilled; until it is effected completely, the people will not return to their ordinary occupations, and will not look for any other means of employment. Still I fear that this change, however cautiously made, cannot be effected without causing very great distress in some places; and I much fear that the new relief measures will hardly be brought into operation quickly enough to meet the difficulty.


Your assistance comes at a most opportune time, as I quite think that the coming months will really be the period of trial; and I trust that your contributions, stimulating our committee and the other bodies to whom they may be sent, to increased exertions to meet the crisis, will be the means of greatly lessening the suffering, and of saving many lives. I enclose a copy of a circular which we sent out a few days since, which will give thee some idea of our course of action. I also send a copy of the government instructions under the new act, which will enable thee to form some opinion of its object and probable effects. If we can get tolerably well over the coming month, I have great hopes that our difficulties will be greatly lessened by the general working of the new act.


Your contributions are truly noble, and are felt and acknowledged by all here to be such. They put many of our rich people to shame, or at least they ought to do so.


The warm and generous sympathy which extends through the Union, springing from those brotherly feelings which a common language, a common origin, and kindred institutions naturally inspire, will, I trust, have effects long outlasting the misfortunes which have drawn it forth, and may hereafter tend to neutralize the jealousies which conflicting interests must occasionally produce.


Thou wilt perceive by “Extracts from Correspondence, No. 2,” that our grants are almost all in the south and west, and at a distance from Dublin.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 29th of April, 1847.


Your very interesting letter from Westport reached me, and I immediately published an extract from it. I also received the parcel of “Extracts from Correspondence, No. 2 and 3.” I have distributed these reports as directed, and they have given much



satisfaction. I think the Committee have done their duty faithfully; and no doubt many lives have been saved in those desolate parts of Ireland, where no food was to be had previously.


By the “Cambria” I received several letters from ladies in different parts of Ireland and England, asking my influence to procure remittances to their particular localities. I have told them in reply, that it was impossible for us at this distance to judge which were the most needy spots in Ireland, and that we had therefore solicited your Committee to judge for us; and I have referred them all to you, to make known their wants, which I am sure you will attend to, if not already done. Most of the letters were from the county of Cork, where it certainly appears the suffering is more severe than elsewhere; and I perceive you have not overlooked that part of the country.


The fall in the price of Indian corn was an agreeable surprise, and I hope we shall not witness any reaction; 50s. per quarter is a very high price for this grain, and it ought never to have gone beyond it. Our shipments have fallen off this month, owing to the unexpected lateness of the season. The canal will not open until the 1st prox. and we cannot receive much from the west for a fortnight. In consequence, our city supply is exhausted, and vessels arriving now must either wait, or take very low freight, or go to the south or to Canada. The surplus in the far west is large; but it will consume the whole summer in reaching the seaboard, and we cannot send you any very great supply at any one time between this and harvest. I presume, however, that Ireland will require Indian corn for a year to come; and if so, it may be just as well that our export should be gradual and regular. I am anxious to know whether Indian corn will keep well at your side during the summer months; this is an important fact, as we can never send you the crop of the west until the summer commences. Our heavy shipments since December have been the produce of the Atlantic States, except what has gone from New Orleans. This year our farmers will plant very largely, as the price pays for the cultivation of the poorest soil; and if you should require much next winter and spring, we shall have an abundant supply from the Atlantic States, provided the weather be favorable through the summer.


I am glad that you have published David Sears’ letter. It tells some home truths to landowners, and points out practical remedies for Irish farmers, which I am afraid parliament will not have the moral courage to permit, much less enforce. No thing short of free‐trade in land, I believe, can cure the Irish disease; all the proposed measures, therefore, will only yield temporary relief, and in a few years something else must be done. How much better and wiser it would be, to go to the root of the matter at once.




The London “Times” of the 25th of March intimated that the principal portion of the public subscriptions for Ireland came from Irishmen. This is very unjust to our American friends. I presume the writer in the “Times” has confounded the private remittances of Irish emigrants with the public subscriptions for Irish distress.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 17th of Fourth‐month, 1847.


I wrote to thee on the 31st ult. from Westport, and have just received thine of the 29th per Halifax mail. We are also in receipt of several other letters from America, conveying accounts of most munificent donations of bread stuffs, some of which have already arrived.


We have not much time to write, but I expect Joseph Bewley will be able to acknowledge your liberality, and express the grateful sense we entertain of your kindness towards our suffering fellow‐countrymen. I fully unite in these feelings; but I trust I shall not be misunderstood by thee in saying, that the predominant feeling in my mind has been a painful and oppressive sense of the responsibility of our position, and of the difficulty of fulfilling the trust reposed in us to our own satisfaction. That we have been selected as their almoners, by so many committees in the most important cities of the United States, is indeed a high compliment to us; and to our brethren in America, through whom in some respects we are known. I trust the confidence placed in us is not wholly undeserved, as respects integrity, impartiality of distribution, and an anxious desire to render the means placed at our disposal as useful as possible; but the difficulties in the way of administration are very great, and I feel at times as if they were beyond our capabilities to manage. However, we must only do the best we can.


My letter from Westport attempted to convey some of the ideas produced in my mind by my journey in Connaught, and alluded to the new Relief Act passed this session; for the carrying out of which, steps were being taken in many places. The arrangements are now so far completed in the city of Dublin, that I expect out‐door relief will be commenced next week; and probably there are several other electoral districts in the better parts of Ireland, in which the means of public relief will be organized very shortly. But I fear that the want of machinery in the most destitute places will delay, if it do not



altogether prevent, the effective working of the act. It is hard to convey any correct idea of our situation, to one who does not see the daily course of affairs; but perhaps some statistical details may explain the matter a little:—



		Population 1841.	Area in Acres.	Annual value of property liable to poor‐rate.

				£	s.	d.

	The Union of Clifden comprises four Electoral Divisions	33,465	191,426	22,426	13	0

	One of its Electoral Divisions (Ballindoon)	5,615	20,033	3,268	6	0

	The Union of Westport has ten Electoral Divisions	77,952	344,707	38,876	0	0

	One of its Electoral Divisions (Louisburgh)	10,765	49,911	3,833	7	0

	The Union of Ballina has seventeen Electoral Divisions	120,787	507,154	95,744	2	0

	One of its Electoral Divisions (Belmullet or Erris)	13,345	145,598	6,682	4	0




Thou wilt at once perceive the very low proportion which the rateable property bears to the inhabitants; and the density of the population compared with the cultivated ground may be inferred from the fact, that these unions comprise the mountainous districts of Galway and Mayo; the former county having an area of 1,566,353 acres, of which 708,000 are estimated as not being cultivated; and the latter having an area of 1,363,882 acres, 800,000 of which may be taken as uncultivated.


The properties are of great acreable extent, and the landlords almost all embarrassed. The tenantry are small farmers, growing potatoes for their own consumption, and some oats for sale (to pay the rent and for clothing); and also rearing cattle in the mountains, and feeding pigs and poultry at home. These men were comfortable when they were industrious and saving, and some of them are still in fair circumstances, though pretending poverty. Under these were a class of cottiers, or con‐acre men, or squatters, for they have been called by all these names, who took a small plot of ground from the farmer (often contrary to the wish of the landlord, and to the provisions of the lease) sufficient when planted with potatoes, to afford food for a family. They also, in addition to manuring their own ground, frequently collected seaweed for sale in inland districts, and at harvest time went over to England, returning in time to dig their own potatoes, and to reap their little plot of oats if they had any. During the winter they had no regular occupation. The failure of the potato crop reduced these poor people to complete destitution; they had no property to fall back on, except the pig and their own clothes; and no employment was to be had, because the small farmers rarely employed labourers, and never in winter.


To enable these unfortunate people to live, the government set the public works on foot; and roads have been made in various places, many of which when finished will be of great use.



From this measure, though perhaps the best which could have been adopted at the time, the most serious evils have flowed. The people everywhere flocked to the public works; all other industry was neglected; cottiers, labourers, small farmers, men, women, children, all alleged extreme poverty, and looked for employment there, stating that if not employed they must starve. Many of the applicants were far above destitution, and several had other employments; but in such a crowd the difficulty of discriminating was very great, and in many places the employment was given to the favourites of the committees rather than to the really destitute; by landlords to their own tenantry, instead of the starving cottiers. From these causes, the public expenditure has been increased and the poor have suffered, while a most melancholy and demoralizing system of jobbing has extensively prevailed. It became evident that the whole country would be engaged in road‐making, and that until this was put an end to, nothing of a reproductive character would be attempted; and therefore it was decided to stop the public works, and the Temporary Relief Act was passed, to keep the people alive until the expected harvest of this year.


But here great difficulties also arise. The proposed rations, small as they are, are greater than a poor man with a family can well procure at present prices by any honest industry; hence the temptation to prefer parish relief to labour, and the consequent difficulty of discrimination as to the character of the applicants for relief, and the inducements to favouritism, as in the former case. Add to this, the want of educated residents to carry out the provisions of the act, and the enormous expense in the more destitute districts, compared with the rateable property. If the preliminary steps are taken, the Government engage to advance the necessary funds, on the security of the rates. How they are to obtain repayment is beyond my comprehension; but that is not our present business. The landlords and others liable to poor‐rate, are greatly alarmed at the amount of taxation; and I cannot wonder at their fears, believing that there are several districts in which one half the population will require rations for the coming four or five months; and in which therefore the rates, if enforced, must be something like 20s. in the pound on the valuation. For this reason, they are in many places actively endeavouring to defeat or to delay the necessary arrangements; or passively refusing to be concerned in proceedings which they think must terminate in their own ruin. Great delay is therefore inevitable, and in some places I fear we can not expect that the Act will ever be brought into effective operation.


Now, this interval from the termination of the public works until relief is afforded generally under the new act, is clearly the



time of greatest distress; during which the means at our disposal maybe most usefully employed. We are endeavouring to dispense them liberally, where we find trustworthy agents; but are aiming also to act so that our grants may not offer any inducement to delay the arrangements for the legal relief; lest we may be doing harm instead of good, and relieving the rich instead of the poor.


We quite agree with thee, that we “shall require every barrel you may send us” throughout the year. Even if the legal relief were in full operation, there would still remain many cases of distress, for which the funds in our hands would be required; and we shall have much to do in those districts for which the relief act may prove inefficient. Therefore, while we are disposed at present to grant assistance in every quarter where we can place trust, we are yet fully of opinion that ample opportunity will hereafter be found for the disposal of whatever may remain after the present exigency is passed.


An arrangement has been made with the Government, by which they will receive and store all breadstuffs consigned to us, and give us the power of granting orders for an equal quantity on any of their depots throughout the country. This greatly facilitates the prompt disposal of them, and is in many respects a very great assistance to us.


Thou can understand the position of our rural population, as affected by the stoppage of the public works, and by the new measures of relief. I cannot see any hope of real improvement until harvest, if we may be allowed to hope for a favourable one. The cultivation of the ground is greatly increased during the past fortnight, although many parts of the west are still untilled, and some will I fear remain so. But I have little doubt that, taking the whole of Ireland into consideration, the breadth of ground under corn crops is beyond the sowing of any previous year; and the cultivation of turnips, mangold wurzel, parsnips, carrots, and other green crops, is expected to be much beyond former years, though certainly not enough to compensate for the potato. There is a considerable quantity of potatoes planted in many parts, varying, according to the locality, from one‐tenth to one‐third of the usual planting, as I am inclined to estimate it. The greatest increase of distress is in our large towns and cities, among the artisans, manufacturing population, and others; who may be considered to constitute the class next above the labouring population. These are the more to be felt for; because, possessing habits and principles of self‐reliance, they feel their present degradation, a matter which I regret to say gives very little trouble to the rural population.


Thou hast often remarked on emigration as the means of relieving us. The newspapers will shew thee that the number of



vessels is barely sufficient to accommodate those who are going. In fact, we are just as much in wants of ships here to carry our people away, as you are in want of them to send us the corn to feed those who remain. I hope it may be well for those who go; but, unfortunately for us, it is the industrious and enterprising who leave us, men who are much wanted at home; while we are still burdened with the inert and helpless. It is the general opinion this year, that emigrants are in many cases taking out with them considerable sums of money, and that the total amount must be very great. Yet many also are going without any money, and with scarcely food and clothing for the voyage; among these much suffering must be expected, and I fear they will be a very heavy burden on your kindness when they arrive. There are some districts from which so many have gone, that the country appears quite deserted.


I notice the very gratifying fact of the large remittances during the first two months of this year, which are indeed extraordinary, and highly creditable to our poor countrymen; and I agree with thee that it has not received the public notice it deserved, and for which I can only account by the engrossing events which are passing around us.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 15th of May, 1847.


I have received your most interesting letter by the last steamer, and can fully enter into your feelings of discouragement at the prospect before you; but, so far as your committee is concerned, the plan you have adopted, with the object of doing the greatest good to the greatest number, has been generally approved. The Dublin committee’s address, and your letter to me, which I published and circulated all over the country, had a great effect in awakening general sympathy.


I feel more and more convinced of the positive benefits of emigration, and I want to encourage it all I can. Notwithstanding the numerous arrivals up to this time, such is the demand for labourers, that there is a gentleman now in town wanting one thousand men for the Erie railroad, and he has not yet been able to fill his list, although he offers four shillings sterling per day. The rivers and canals are now open, and all the able‐bodied men have no difficulty in finding good places in the interior. Those who remain and loiter about the city do not fare so well; but that is their own fault. The new State law



appoints commissioners (of whom I am one) to manage the passenger fund; and we have authority to assist the really destitute emigrant, by paying his passage into the country, which is a vast improvement on the old plan. Every ship owner has to pay one dollar for each passenger on landing, which will give us a large fund to act with during the season. Of course we only assist the destitute: those who have any means must take care of themselves. When I speak of emigration, recollect I address myself to mechanics, labourers, and servants, not to any higher class. Nor do I recommend those who are comfortable at home to expatriate themselves.


Our exports of grain and flour have fallen off. We have drained all the Atlantic states, and are now dependent upon the far west, where the surplus is very large; but which it will take the whole summer to bring hither and to New Orleans, owing to the want of boats and of canal room. Henceforth your receipts from America will not be heavy at any one time. We are planting an enormous crop of Indian corn this month; but it cannot be of any avail before December.


I am anxious to hear of the working of the new Poor‐law. I don’t wonder the landowners are frightened, and yet I think they will not find it quite so bad as they expect. At all events, Parliament could do no less.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to M. Van Schaick, Chairman of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 1st of Fourth‐month, 1847.


It is our grateful duty to acknowledge the receipt of a series of letters bearing thy signature, announcing to us the extraordinary extent to which the citizens of New York have exerted themselves, in an united effort to impart relief to the famishing poor of this country.


The first of these letters covers a remittance of three thousand pounds sterling, which is duly passed to the credit of the relief fund entrusted to this committee; and the succeeding letters advise us of the energetic arrangements in progress, for despatching to our address several cargoes of bread stuffs for the same benevolent object.


Whilst we sensibly feel the large responsibility which devolves upon us, in endeavouring, as we are bound to do, to carry out faithfully, and with due promptitude, the designs of those who are thus pleased to make us the almoners of their bounty, we



can gratefully appreciate the confidence of a community to whom we are comparatively unknown.


It is a great satisfaction to us, that we can confirm to the fullest extent the rumour adverted to in thy letter of 28th of Second‐month, respecting the intentions of our Government, to charge itself with the payment of the freight of all provisions forwarded as donations from America on the present emergency. An application to this effect was made to the Treasury some considerable time since, by the committee of the Society of Friends in London, with which we are in connexion, and the request was promptly granted. We also expect to obtain from our Government some important facilities for the distribution, through the interior, free from expense or risk, of the provisions which may be sent to our care from America. A proposition of this nature has within a few days been submitted on our behalf to the Treasury, and we hope to communicate the particulars of the arrangement in our next.


We have dispatched orders to Cork, to have the “Victor” and “Duncan” sent round here on arrival, and shall in a few days determine respecting the landing of the succeeding cargoes. There are facilities of supply to the interior from Dublin, by internal navigation, of which we have hitherto largely availed ourselves; and for this, as well as other reasons, it is desirable to have the first deliveries at this port.


It will, we trust, be gratifying to our kind friends in New York, to be informed that there are some circumstances in the present condition of our poor and labouring classes, which render the supplies received, and on the way from America, peculiarly seasonable and valuable just at present.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim and Self, Secretaries,
Joseph Bewley.




To Myndert Van Schaick, Chairman,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.







From the same to the same.


Dublin, 3rd of Fifth‐month, 1847.


We addressed thee in a hasty manner by last mail packet, under date of the 19th ult. and have now to acknowledge a continued series of thy advices up to the 7th ult. inclusive. We shall not trouble thee with a minute reference to the various points in this interesting correspondence, which has claimed and still requires our particular attention. It may be sufficient at present to say, that everything in the nature of an instruction shall be punctually at tended to, if not already done.




Our first business is to refer to the enclosed minute of our committee, adopted at a special meeting held on the 1st inst. at which we had the company of a large number of the members of the Society of Friends, from various parts of Ireland, then convened in this city for the purpose of attending our yearly meeting. This minute may be regarded as expressive not only of the feelings of those who have issued it, but we believe also of the sentiments which pervade the community at large in this land.


We have now the satisfaction of announcing the arrival of all the vessels which we have hitherto had advice of being loaded, either wholly or in part, by our kind friends in New York, viz.—



	The Victor; Captain Clarke; discharged at Dublin.

	The Fame; Captain Miller; discharged at Limerick.

	The New Haven; Captain Downes; discharged at Cork.

	The Boston; Captain Torrey; discharged at Cork.

	The Lisbon, Bavaria, and Europe; discharged at Liverpool.

	The Duncan; Captain Gilchrist; partly discharged at Sligo, and proceeding to Westport.

	The Express, Captain Saunders, arrived at Cork, and ordered round to Dublin.




So far as we know at present, these cargoes prove to be in good order; and such reports as we have received of the quality of the corn which forms the great bulk of the supplies, are of the most satisfactory character.


Our last letter alluded to an arrangement with our Government, for relieving us from the charges attending the landing, storage, agency, and internal transit of provisions consigned to our care from America. This has been carried into effect in the most liberal manner, by orders from the British Treasury; and we are consequently enabled, by a machinery already completely organised and in full operation, to effect the distribution of the bounty of our friends in America, without delay, risk, or expense. So that the food put on board at New York may be considered as laid down at the doors of the sufferers for whom it is intended, without any material diminution on account of the expense attending its transport across the Atlantic,7 or the cost and delay inseparable from its conveyance into the remote and mountainous districts of this country, where the distress is of the most severe character, and the channels of internal communication very imperfect. This will be better understood, when we state that at certain periods of the present distress, depots of food, under care of the commissariat department of the Government, were formed at various points along the western coast, and in some



parts of the interior; chiefly with a view to the sale at reasonable prices, of provisions not sufficiently supplied by the ordinary trade of the country. These depots are well supplied with Indian corn and meal, wheaten‐meal, barley‐meal, and other bread stuffs, any of which, at all or any of the depots, are delivered on our order to parties to whom the grants of our committee are made: thus placing at our disposal, at the points where the supplies are wanted, not only a quantity and kind of provisions corresponding to that delivered by us at any of our out‐ports, whether in Great Britain or Ireland; but giving us the command also of supplies of other species of food, in some instances better adapted to the wants of the people, at a relative value perfectly fair and reasonable. We enter into these details upon this subject, because the arrangement is one very liable to be misunderstood by those not acquainted with its details, or with the liberal spirit on the part of our Government to which we are indebted for such important facilities; and the fact of so many of the vessels delivering their cargoes to the agents of the Government, would in itself, if unexplained, furnish occasion of uneasiness.


The cargoes of the “New Haven” and “Boston” are excepted from this arrangement, and taken immediate charge of by our auxiliary committee at Cork, for the supply directly of some of the inland districts of that part of Ireland most easily accessible from that point, where no government depot has been established. We understand from them that the New Haven’s cargo is already nearly distributed.


The accounts from the country continue to be most distressing, famine and disease being still rife in almost all parts of the western, and many of the midland counties; notwithstanding the increased means brought to bear for their relief. We have not published any report since those sent out to America by the packet of the 4th ult., partly from the extreme pressure of our duties preventing the application of much time to this object; and partly because the state of the country really presents scarcely any new feature. Our issues of money and food have been latterly much increased, and up to the present time we have distributed to the value of nearly £40,000 sterling; the period of our administration being about four months. From the present aspect of things around us, we cannot venture to anticipate an early termination or even diminution of our labors; but must rather contemplate increasing claims for help for several months to come, in consequence of the continued impoverisation of those classes bordering on the wholly destitute; whose means of support are abridged by the failure of employment, arising from non‐consumption to so large an extent of the ordinary products of their industry.


In conclusion, allow us to say how cordially we respond to



the sentiments contained in the concluding paragraph of thy letter of the 7th ult. now before us, and to express the grateful sense we entertain of thy zealous and disinterested exertions to conduct the extensive operations which have devolved on thee, as chairman of the Irish Relief Committee of New York, as well as our admiration of the energy and ability with which those operations have been throughout conducted.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.




To Myndert Van Schaick, Chairman,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.






Minute of the Central Relief Committee with respect to American contributions, referred to in the foregoing letter.


At a meeting of this Committee, joined by several members of the auxiliary committees of Cork, Waterford, Limerick, and Clonmel, and by other members of the Society of Friends from various parts of Ireland, held this day,


Statements have been laid before us of the supplies in money and food consigned to the care of this Committee, chiefly from New York and Philadelphia, and the citizens at large in many parts of the United States, so far as information of the same has hitherto been received. By these statements it appears that remittances in money have already been received from America by our treasurers, amounting to the sum of £13,083 9s. 1d.; and that shipments of provisions on upwards of twenty vessels, (in many cases forming whole cargoes, and in aggregate quantity equal to about 30,000 barrels of corn meal, beside many other articles of food, and sundry packages of clothing,) are now arrived or on the way, and that further considerable supplies are likely to follow.


In recording this extraordinary if not unparalleled manifestation of sympathy and liberality, we are bound to offer our grateful and cordial acknowledgments on behalf of the suffering poor of this afflicted country; for whose help these munificent supplies have, from the concurrence of several causes at the present time, proved peculiarly seasonable. We have also to record the grateful sense we entertain of the confidence thus placed in our fidelity and discretion; and to express how deeply we feel the responsibility which devolves upon this Committee, to carry out, in the most prompt and efficient manner, such measures of relief as may best comport with the designs of the generous donors.


The secretaries are directed to transmit a copy of this minute



for publication in the United States, as the only means available to us for conveying to the individual contributors of these supplies, our sense of the noble and generous spirit in which they have come forward for the relief of Ireland, under the present awful visitation of famine.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.


Dublin, 1st of Fifth‐month, 1847.







From the Secretaries to the Committee of Correspondence of the Irish Relief Committee, Philadelphia.


Dublin, 3rd of Fifth‐month, 1847.


We have to acknowledge a truly interesting communication, bearing your signatures under date of the 29th of Third‐month, addressed to this Committee, descriptive of the successive steps which were taken by the citizens of Philadelphia, in connexion with the extraordinary movement now in progress in the United States, with the benevolent object of affording relief to this suffering country. We were early given to expect that valuable assistance would not fail to be afforded by the American people, in this season of our country’s extremity; but we can assure you we were not prepared for so large and general a manifestation of sympathy, and such immense supplies as have already flowed in upon us. As descriptive of our feelings on this head, and of the grateful appreciation by our committee of the motives which have led you, and so many others of the warm‐hearted citizens of the United States, to select us as the distributors of their bounty; we may refer you to the enclosed copy of a minute issued at a special meeting held on the 1st instant, and attended by a large number of the members of the Society of Friends then in this city, on the occasion of our Yearly Meeting. We believe it may be safely added, that the sentiments of gratitude which are feebly expressed in this minute do, to no inconsiderable extent, pervade all classes of the inhabitants of this country.8


We have taken due note of the several cargoes which have been provided by your bounty, and have made arrangements for their reception at the several ports to which they are destined. In these arrangements, we receive important aid from our



Government, who, in addition to the payment of the transatlantic freight, charge themselves with all the expenses of landing, storage, agency, and conveyance to the interior, or to certain central points where the supplies are most wanted;—giving us the power to draw upon their depots, which are extensively scattered over the country, for quantities of food corresponding to those which we are enabled to deliver to their agents at the outports, whether in Ireland or England, undiminished by any charges for agency or internal transit. In addition to which, we enjoy the important advantage of having command of the whole quantity arriving, without the delay and risk which would be otherwise inseparable from its conveyance to some of the most distressed districts, in which the means of communication are in many cases, from the mountainous nature of the country, very imperfect. The result of these arrangements is, that the kind donors in America are enabled to lay down, almost at the doors of our suffering poor in the remote districts, the supplies of food which they have so largely contributed, with a degree of celerity that could scarcely be attained by other means, and almost wholly divested of the heavy charges attending its conveyance and distribution. It is also desirable that you should be aware of the nature of this arrangement, as it renders it unnecessary for your forwarding committee to trouble themselves in procuring shipping for ports out of the common track of the commerce of the country, in the event of their having further supplies to forward. The agents of our Government will receive the shipments, at any port that it may be most convenient to our kind friends in America to direct them to.


We intend to forward by this packet, to a correspondent in New York, for publication in America, some information respecting the present state of this country, and also in reference to our administration of the extensive trust committed to us. We regret to say that famine and disease are still making fearful ravages among our poor, notwithstanding the enlarged means which, from various quarters, and especially from your favoured land, are poured in for our help. The amount of our distributions in money and food, during the past four months, which is about the period of our active labours, has been to the value of about £40,000 sterling. Our issues have latterly much increased, partly in consequence of the extended supplies furnished to us from America, and partly from the peculiar pressure during the last month, (and which continues) arising from a change in the relief measures of the Government, which have led to the dismissal of large bodies of labourers from the public works, who have not immediately found other employment, and whose families are consequently reduced to pressing want. These



circumstances have rendered the supplies from America peculiarly seasonable and valuable.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim.




Secretaries.




To

	W. J. Duane,

	John B. Myers,

	Robert F. Walsh,

	Samuel Hood,

	Jos. Jones,




Committee of Correspondence,

Irish Relief Committee, Philadelphia.










From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 3rd of Fifth‐month, 1847.


This mail will, I expect, take out several newspapers. The “Evening Post” of the 1st inst. contains our advertisement of supplies contributed from the United States, and placed under our care for distribution. The “Freeman’s Journal” of same date has an article correctly explaining the arrangement made with the government, though in terms rather more complimentary to us than we should have chosen ourselves. Our yearly meeting is just over. The opportunity was availed of to hold a large meeting of Friends, at which a statement of the munificent donations received from America, in money and bread‐stuffs, was read, and a minute of acknowledgment adopted, of which we send thee a copy for insertion in the newspapers, as it is impossible for us to return thanks individually to each of the parties who have evinced such warm sympathy for our distresses, by their generous exertions to relieve them.


The meeting was attended by a large number of Friends, and several spoke respecting the state of the people in their respective districts, and the nature of the relief measures carried on. It is but too evident that the difficulties of the country are not at all abated. An increased number of men have been discharged from the public works, while but little progress has yet been made towards the distribution of rations under the new act.


The increase of fever is probably the most alarming feature of the last fortnight, and this I fear will be yet more increased by the crowding of the rural population into the cities and towns, when discharged from the public works; which the provisions of the new act, requiring the daily attendance of the able bodied destitute, evidently tends to promote. We are getting more and more alarmed on this subject; and with reason, as the danger



is evidently pressing. Several medical men, and others engaged in relief measures, have been carried off. It seems even more fatal to the rich than to the poor.


In the city of Cork, they seem particularly alive to this danger, and at a public meeting it was lately proposed to draw a “cordon sanitaire” round the city, to prevent the entrance of paupers from the country. The want of a law of settlement, which might enable us to fix on each locality the care and expense of relieving its own poor, is seriously felt; yet the difficulties of now enacting such a law are great. A very large number of our poor people have emigrated to England; the number in Liverpool is particularly great. They threaten to send them back to us, which the English poor‐law enables them to do; but if landed here in Dublin, or in Drogheda, we have no power to send them on to their own former residences, but must do what we can to support them in addition to our own poor. This is a hardship. The expense is not of so much moment, but how are we to find house accommodation for such a multitude? However, they have not yet arrived in any great number.


Our landlords have been greatly blamed, and probably with some justice, taken as a class; but wholesale praise or blame is unjust, and I rejoice in knowing that there are many, in various parts of the country, whose conduct has been truly noble, whose time and thoughts are devoted to one object, and who are spending to the full extent of their means for the relief of their distressed neighbours.


Herewith I send the Report of the General Central Relief Committee, shewing their grants, and also that of the Irish Relief Association. It is fully time for us to issue another report, as it is now two months since our last; but really we have not been able to find time to arrange our materials. The labour which presses on us is very great; and as we did not anticipate that such large funds would have been placed under our care, so we did not make arrangements suitable for such extensive engagements. Since the receipt of the supplies of provisions from you, we have removed into more commodious offices, and have engaged several paid clerks. Thou may judge that we have been closely occupied.


Our printed reports will have informed thee of the appointment of auxiliary committees in Cork, Limerick, Waterford, and Clonmel. We have found this arrangement to work well. The committee in Cork is particularly efficient.


Some time since we appointed three sub‐committees out of the committee in Dublin, for the three provinces of Ulster, Leinster, and Connaught.


I am on the Connaught sub‐committee, which province is so much the most destitute, that we have allotted the county of Leitrim to Ulster, in order to divide the labour better. There



is a fourth sub‐committee appointed to attend to the subject of clothing only. It works very efficiently; and indeed this whole arrangement works well, and enables us to superintend the distribution in the localities much better than before the subdivision. The general committee has been increased by four members, whose names do not appear in the printed document.


It is not at present practicable to give an accurate statement of cash or grants, but I may say that the whole amount of funds likely to be placed at our disposal, including the remittances of money from America, and the amount raised by Friends in England, probably amounts to about



		£65,000

	We have dispensed, from the 28th of Twelfth‐month last until the 30th of last month, in money, about	£13,000	

	In provisions, about	14,000	

	The four auxiliary committees have distributed about	12,000	

	And William Foster, during his journey, about9	1,000	

		40,000

	Leaving an aggregate balance in our hands, or with the London committee, of about		£25,000

		£65,000




Besides this, the Cork auxiliary committee have distributed the cargo of the “New Haven” in the counties of Cork and Kerry, and some portion of the supplies by the “Boston.” The cargo per “Victor” has been delivered into the government stores here; and according to the arrangements made, of which thou art aware, we have given orders on various depots throughout the country for a very large portion of it, or rather for value corresponding thereto. The “Freeman’s Journal” of this day publishes several letters from your side of the Atlantic; and has also a leading article, more complimentary to us than I like, but perfectly true as relates to your citizens. We send a large number of copies to thee for distribution, and have sent one also to each of the parties whose contributions are acknowledged.


Since writing the first sheet, I have decided to send thee copies of several letters, which I have no doubt will interest thee much, and which thou art at liberty to publish if thou thinks right to do so. Many of these are from correspondents



whom we highly value. I think they will shew to thee, and to our other friends in America, that many are anxiously co‐operating in the work, and that much is done and many lives saved through these exertions, stimulated and assisted by the sympathy and liberality of the people of England and America. The means at our disposal are certainly quite insufficient to arrest the onward progress of famine and disease, but they have enabled us in many cases to lighten their effects. Such a visitation is far beyond human power to stay; but we are not the less called on to do what we can, because we cannot effect all we might desire. We feel that we must work from day to day, and leave the future to the orderings of His good Providence who has permitted these afflictions. I find it difficult, in the limited time at my disposal, to answer all thy letters as fully as I could wish.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 29th of May, 1847.


I have your very acceptable letter by the steamer, and it has been read with much satisfaction by several members of the committee, who take a deep interest in your movements. I sent it to Thomas P. Cope two days ago, for the gratification of our friends in “the city of brotherly love.”


I read the “Freeman’s Journal” of the 1st and 3rd, with great satisfaction. The editor does justice to your Committee very gracefully.


Your minute has been published. I think we shall shortly get up a pamphlet of our doings, for general information, which I shall send you.


Our contributions still come forward from the interior, and I presume will continue throughout the summer. Our receipts here in money are 150,000 dollars, and nearly all invested and shipped. I presume we shall receive several parcels of grain, &c. through the canal from the west, which will be forwarded as they reach us. The arrangement you have made with the Government is an excellent one; and the more especially so, as it saves so much of your funds, which would otherwise be required to pay the transport inland. I am very anxious for the next accounts, to hear something of the working of the new poor‐law, on which so much depends. I dont see how you can avoid giving out‐door relief under the present circumstances of Ireland, bad as the principle may be in general. It will require circumspection of course, and even then, you cannot avoid imposition in all cases. I am quite satisfied, however, that the plan of free



trade in land is the only one which will ensure a change for the better to the peasantry—one that will be lasting and not contingent.


As an Irishman, bound by duty as well as by sympathy to give my poor aid to serve my countrymen, I can see no way so clear as by encouraging emigration. The benefits conferred on the emigrants are positive. How can I recommend them to stay at home, and live on hope, with this great fact constantly before me? Ireland is so thickly populated, there is no danger of your being left destitute of farmers and labourers. You will increase fast enough to fill the places of those who leave your shores; and you will, as I have already shown, receive large sums from these emigrants, to assist your poor who remain behind. My mission, therefore, is to look after the emigrants, and I shall have my hands full this year. I believe I mentioned that, under a recent act of this State, commissioners are appointed (of whom I am one) to take charge of all emigrants arriving in New York. We are erecting temporary buildings for the sick, our hospitals being full; and the able‐bodied are sent into the country at once, where there is plenty of employment to be found. The high prices of the produce of the soil have given an increased spur to agricultural pursuits throughout the whole Union, and it will require an immense influx of foreigners to overload the market. What a blessing it is that there is such a continent to be filled with human beings! Look at the map, and you will quickly decide that our present population is as a speck on the horizon.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 16th of Fifth‐month, 1847.


Thine of the 29th ult. per “Cambria,” was received yesterday. I am very glad to find that our reports, No. 2 & 3, gave satisfaction to our friends in America. I wish we could publish a 4th number, but my last letter will have explained some of the difficulties in the way. It is not for me to praise our own management; we have done our best; and although far from effecting the good we could have wished, I think we have effected fully as much as any other of the relief associations here. By making small grants at first, and renewing them from time to time, we have had an opportunity of judging as to the efficiency and trustworthiness of the individual or committee to whom the grant was made; and the grant being small, offered less inducement to imposition. Were we to commence again with our present experience, we could certainly manage a great deal better, but we might readily have made worse mistakes.




Our exertions to promote the distribution of cooked rice, and of porridge or stirabout made of rice and Indian meal, have been of much use; of which we have had acknowledgments of the most satisfactory character from various quarters.


There is no important alteration in the state of the country since I last wrote. The new relief act has not yet been brought into effective operation except in a few places. The public works are generally stopped, or nearly so. No doubt there is some increase of employment consequent on the time of year, but the distress is very great, probably greater than at any previous time, and I do hope greater than it is likely to be, when the relief act is brought into operation; though I have no idea that this act will supersede the necessity of exertion. The alarm of fever appears to some extent to have subsided. I don’t think there is less fever, but we seem more used to it. The paupers have not been sent off from Liverpool, yet they still threaten us.


Probably the western parts of Cork and Kerry have suffered most severely; and, after that district, the west of Mayo and Galway. There is an inland district lying partly in Mayo, partly in Roscommon, about the towns of Swineford and Foxford, in which great distress prevails. The county of Donegal also, and the mountainous parts of Tyrone and Londonderry, have suffered, and are suffering much. But there are more resident gentry in the north, and they have generally been very efficient.


Our auxiliary committee in Cork have exerted themselves much, and have distributed, in the portion of country assigned to their care, a much larger proportion both of money and food than has been granted in any other quarter. I believe it has been judiciously bestowed. Thus much in reference to the claims of the Cork ladies who have written to thee.


As we endeavour not to interfere with the legal relief committees, or to do anything which might impede the operation of the act, our grants, which continue on a liberal scale, are frequently placed in the hands of individuals, or of small private committees. Edmund Richards from England has been travelling in Clare and Kerry; and we sent down Richard D. Webb, of Dublin, to Belmullet, having heard unfavourable accounts respecting persons there, to whom grants had been made for distribution to their neighbours. His investigation has cleared the character of the persons we had trusted, who appear to have done much good, and to have been the means of saving several hundred persons from starvation. The state of the country he describes as awful in the extreme; the people starving; many wasted beyond recall; almost none to look after or assist them; numbers dying from famine and fever, and an apparent impossibility of assisting them, where all are poor and ignorant, and almost in absolute destitution. There is scarcely any cultivation; in fact, they are afraid to sow the



ground, believing that the crop would be stolen; or if not, that the landlord would seize it for rent. R. D. Webb has not yet returned home; he will probably visit Westport and Clifden.


The increased price of food alarms us; there is evidently a very short stock of wheat, and I fear you will not be able to send us enough of Indian corn to keep down our prices. Whether we may be able to obtain any large quantity of rye meal from the north of Europe, remains to be seen. The high price of food, with the difficulties affecting the money market, present a most serious aspect. There is one thing, at all events, on which we may congratulate ourselves, and for which we have reason to be thankful; and that is, that we did not get into a war with you. When I think of the awful consequences which such a war would have produced in Ireland at this time, I feel like one who has escaped some dreadful danger, of which at the time he was ignorant, and who stands shuddering at the brink of the gulph into which he might have fallen. May the events of the past year ever retain their influence to prevent such a calamity hereafter! I observe that the mail just arrived has brought intelligence of large additional supplies of breadstuffs, contributed by the citizens of America for the relief of our necessities. I can scarcely add anything to what I have said before, in acknowledgment of a liberality large and unprecedented as the calamity which has drawn it forth. Joseph Bewley will see to their acknowledgment so far as time permits. I can do little in this way myself, as I leave for England tomorrow.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 14th of June, 1847.


I am happy to say that our canal is doing its duty; our daily receipts of flour and grain are enormous, and a large portion is at once shipped to Europe. We shall give you a fair supply up to the 1st of September.


You may well say what a blessing it is that no war arose out of the Oregon question; thanks to Sir Robert Peel, Lord Aberdeen, and the American senate. I look back with great satisfaction upon my private labours to preserve the peace. From the 16th of November, 1845, to the 29th of June, 1847, I wrote several letters to those in power in England, on both sides; keeping them advised of the true state of feeling in America, and of the pacific wishes of the senate; and I assured Sir Robert Peel from the first, that if Parliament abstained from harsh language,



and if the cabinet hold the language of peace, there would be no war, but a treaty before midsummer.


There is no question now open between the two governments which can cause a difficulty; and if the English newspapers would cease from abusing America, the bonds of affection would be riveted. Just now, when we are sending munificent donations to Ireland, such articles in some of the London papers come with a very bad grace, and have an unpleasant effect upon our feelings. In a political sense, it is a great error to teach America to draw a distinction between England and Ireland in her kindly feelings; and yet such is the inevitable result.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to M. Van Schaick, Chairman of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 18th of Fifth month, 1847.


The evidence furnished us by each successive arrival from America, of the untiring kindness of her benevolent citizens to wards our poor suffering people, whether in their native land or when they seek an asylum on your hospitable shores, as they are now doing by thousands, is indeed remarkable; and not only strengthens our hands by your munificent and most seasonable supplies, but animates us to pursue an engagement, in which, from the commencement of our labours to the present time, we have been surrounded with difficulties and discouragements, of which we regret to say we can as yet see no prospect of an early termination.


Care has been taken to provide for the due reception at Liverpool of your shipments per “Liverpool” and “Siddons.” You are aware, we believe, that the aid we receive from our Government renders it now comparatively unimportant whether your shipments are made to Liverpool or to an Irish port; although some convenience has doubtless attended your past arrangements for delivering supplies at sundry ports in Ireland. We are glad to inform you that, so far as we know, all your shipments, (except those just named, which have not yet arrived,) have been delivered in safety and good condition. It would be impossible for us to say, at present, what portion of these large supplies has been actually distributed. But we may safely assure you, that in the course of the few weeks which have elapsed since the first arrival, many thousand barrels of your excellent meal have been allotted in free grants, in some of the most remote and distressed districts of the country; and some of our correspondents do not hesitate to assure us, that the large distribution thus made has been instrumental, under Providence,



in saving thousands of lives. The demands for assistance continue to be as heavy as at any former period, and we fear are likely to be so for some considerable time to come.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim and self, Secretaries,
Joseph Bewley.

To Myndert Van Schaick, Chairman,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.








From the same to the same.


Dublin, 3rd of Sixth‐month, 1847.


We are favoured by the Boston packet recently arrived, with a series of thy esteemed letters to the 15th ult. inclusive, announcing the continued flow of that stream of liberality, which for months past has not ceased to pour in upon us the bountiful supplies of the kind‐hearted citizens of the United States to the suffering poor of this afflicted land.


Due notice is taken of the various shipments advised in these letters, and arrangements have been made for the reception of the several consignments at their ports of discharge. Orders have been forwarded to Cork to send the “Minerva” on to Waterford, being the first ship consigned to us directed to that port, and where such supplies appear at present much wanted. Her cargo will probably be distributed under the superintendence of our auxiliary committees in Waterford and Clonmel. We observe that this vessel is designated the “Albany ship,” and has been chiefly loaded from the contributions of the generous inhabitants of that city; whose instructions, communicated to us through their chairman, Charles M. Jenkins, shall be closely attended to. Their appropriation of 2,000 barrels of meal, to be jointly distributed by the archbishops and bishops of Armagh, Dublin, Tuam, and Cashel, is duly regarded, and arrangements are in progress for doing so by some of the parties in question; from others of them we have not yet heard. Every facility, however, shall be afforded by us, by the free delivery of the meal at such points as may be found most convenient to the respective parties; a matter which our arrangements with the Government enable us to accomplish without difficulty. We advert to this subject, as it is alluded to in thy letter; but as to any particular matters connected with the Albany and Brooklyn donations, we write of course to the chairmen of the respective committees.


It may be interesting to our kind friends in New York, to have some general outline of our proceedings hitherto; before attempting which we may just observe, that as to any minute



detail of our operations, we must claim the indulgence of our constituents until the weight of our present administration shall be in some considerable degree mitigated; for the various and onerous nature of our duties still requires all the energy and ability of the working members of our Committee, and we are sorry to say that the present condition of the country does not permit us to hope for a very early remission of our labours. Up to the present period, free grants in money or food have been made by us and our auxiliaries to places in every county in Ireland, but chiefly in the remote districts of Ulster, Connaught, and Munster, to the amount of about £60,000 sterling. We were at first, as thou art aware, sustained by contributions raised at home and in Great Britain, which have in round numbers amounted to about £50,000 sterling; but latterly we are almost wholly working with the supplies so bountifully entrusted to us from your favoured land, consisting of about £15,000 sterling in money, and provisions to an extent (including those which we are advised are now on the way) amounting, we should say, to not less than 40,000 barrels. Of these, a very considerable proportion are already distributed; but we have in stock, and expected to arrive, a quantity fully sufficient to maintain our present scale of assistance during the trying months of summer, generally the most suffering portion of the year, as to supply of food, with the Irish peasant. We shall enlarge our scale of assistance, if circumstances appear to demand it, and the means at our disposal admit; but in the present state of the country, we find constant need of careful discrimination, to preserve the funds entrusted to us from going into the pockets of the landholders, who are by recent legislative measures charged to a certain extent with the maintainance of the destitute in their respective districts. This law is as yet imperfectly carried out; and pending the perfecting of its machinery in the several localities, very large assistance is required from associations like ours, to preserve the people from starvation; but great care is required that we do not needlessly assume burdens which properly belong to the owners of property, and may be levied by a rate. On the other hand, even where these measures are in full operation and faithfully administered, there is often a great mass of distress which cannot be reached by any public system of relief, and which it is our office to search out, and, if possible, administer to, through the hands of trustworthy and intelligent agents. The present prospects of our growing crops of grain are excellent, but an early harvest can scarcely be looked for; and the experience of the past may well teach us how much uncertainty attends all the labours of the husbandman, and the necessity of constant reference to that Almighty power which can alone bestow the blessing. The cultivation of the



potato has this season been upon a much smaller scale than usual in this country; chiefly, we believe, from the want of seed. The crop is said to look well generally, but we have heard of the appearance in some quarters of those fatal symptoms which last year preceded the general blight of this crop.


We regret to find from thy letter, that some ill‐natured strictures of our public journals have given offence at your side of the Atlantic. We were not aware that remarks of so unbecoming a character had been made; but we fully believe that they would not be responded to by the public feeling in Great Britain and Ireland, and are, therefore, wholly undeserving of your notice. Great indeed is the debt of gratitude, which, under Divine Providence, is owing from this country to our generous‐hearted helpers in America; and it would be lamentable if any unworthy national jealousy were permitted to interfere with its full and cordial acknowledgment. May this be a lasting sentiment, and may it pervade every portion of the British empire, with which Ireland must be considered as identified; so that a benefit done to her ought to be felt as a favour conferred on the community of which she forms no inconsiderable part. It is in this light, we fully believe, that your noble exertions are regarded by the British public, and by our leading statesmen. We find in a report before us this morning, of the proceedings in parliament on the 1st inst., that the subject of American liberality was prominently alluded to by Sir Robert Peel, in terms that we trust will convince thee, how little sympathy there can be at this side of the Atlantic with statements such as those alluded to in thy letter.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim and self, Secretaries,
Joseph Bewley.
To Myndert Van Schaick, Chairman,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.








From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


London, 3rd of Sixth‐month, 1847.


Thy remarks on the subject of emigration are very important. The “Times” of yesterday contains a debate on that subject, or rather on colonization, consequent on a motion by Lord Lincoln. The debate is worth reading, on account of the information respecting Ireland which Lord Lincoln’s speech contains, and which will I think be found to agree fully with my last and former letters to thee. I was in the house during the debate, and also during that on the poor‐law.


The grand question which time has to solve is, how and by what means the poor of Ireland (I mean, of the western counties)



are in future to be supported. There is a population of fully two million persons who have not hitherto had employment, except in planting and digging out their potatoes, and in assisting to reap the harvest in England and in the eastern counties of Ireland. The potatoes formed their only food; the wages earned at harvest time clothed them and paid the rent. For the future, these two million people must either be supported by the rates, find constant employment with regular wages, or emigrate to other parts of Ireland and England. The first is impossible to any very large extent. The property of the country would not support them in idleness for a single year. It is impossible to employ them without a great influx of capital, of which I see no immediate prospect; therefore nothing remains but emigration. There are extensive districts in which almost all who had any money have left for your land of plenty. Those who are absolutely destitute, and who are now barely existing on the rations doled out by relief committees, or by private charities, will move eastward gradually. As summer advances, there will be a demand for labourers to save the harvest, and they will then be wanted in England; and I fully expect that large numbers will remove with their wives and families; and finding occasional employment, and occasionally receiving support from the parish, they will be gradually absorbed into the mass of the population, and will become as English as the Irish population who have long been located in the Irish quarters of London, Liverpool, Manchester, and the other large towns and cities. This appears to me the course of events which will lead to the termination of our difficulties. We have the land, and we have the people; the capital, by which their labour can be beneficially employed, is not forthcoming. It will come in the end, though slowly, and meanwhile the surplus labour must seek employment elsewhere.


I wish we could send some of our destitute able‐bodied labourers to you, for their own sakes, though I cannot say so much for ours; as I really believe, that this enormous pressure of able‐bodied labourers, looking to the poor‐rate for support, is essential for the breaking down of the system by which they and the industry of the country are enthralled; and while I think that the heavy taxation for the support of the poor, will reduce the trade and industry of the country to a state of paralysis, such as we have never yet experienced or imagined, and will bring to poverty many who have been reared in the lap of luxury, I yet confidently look to the ultimate results as placing society on a sounder basis, and largely contributing to the happiness of both rich and poor.


The Temporary Relief Act is working very fairly in some districts, where they have been able to find efficient committees; but neither it nor the more permanent poor‐law can be worked



in many parts of the western counties. I believe the state of many districts is improved, both as respects sickness and want of food; but others are worse; and taking the whole country into consideration, we cannot report very favourably, although I feel rather inclined to hope than to despond.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 29th of June, 1847.


By the steamer, I have received your interesting letter from London. I am delighted to find that the English Friends continue their exertions in favour of poor Ireland. When English philanthrophy becomes once really aroused, the cause which it advocates must succeed. Thus the vision which I have had before my mind’s eye for years is about to be realized. The state of Ireland, in the merciful orderings of Divine Providence, has at length been as much forced upon the attention of the English people, as was the old slave‐trade half a century ago; and the same result will finally be attained—additional comforts to the poor.


I have read with much interest the debate on colonization, and I hope something positive will grow out of it. Lord John Russell, in his speech, spoke of the late stringent law against emigration passed by the State of New York. He made a mistake, never having seen the law. It was passed expressly for the benefit of emigrants, and to secure to them the use of the head money and hospital money which is paid by the owners of vessels on all passengers arriving here—one dollar and a half for each passenger. No bonds are required, except in cases where there are idiots, or infirm persons belonging to no family on board, and who evidently cannot take care of themselves. The Commissioners work for nothing, and it is laborious duty just now, owing to the unprecedented numbers of sick being daily landed.


We have had to build extra houses and hire others, as all the hospitals were crowded; but I am happy to say that the mortality is not over four per cent., whilst at Quebec it is frightfully larger. The able‐bodied emigrants give very little trouble, there is so great a demand for labourers in the interior; and this, I think, will continue all through the summer. I am more afraid of the winter months, when all internal navigation ceases. Then the city is overburthened with poor who cannot get work, as the supply of labourers always exceeds the demand during the winter. Hence I am opposed to emigration hither after the beginning of October. It is not just to New York, nor to the



emigrants themselves. March is the earliest month they ought to leave for the northern states; our rivers and canals usually open in April. In the far West there are millions of acres to be occupied, and you need not fear a scarcity of land in our day.


The crops promise very well at present. We have had a change in the weather from cold to hot, with copious showers; and we can almost see the Indian corn growing, it shoots up so rapidly.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 18th of Sixth‐month, 1847.


Affairs remain in much the same state, but I think rather improved, as the new relief act has come into operation over the greater part of the country, and has certainly been effective in greatly lessening the amount of distress. Yet there are many districts in which it has heretofore not proved practicable to carry out the act, for want of proper co‐operation, or from a deficiency of resident persons able to act. In such districts the supplies which your bounty has sent us have proved very valuable. There are also many persons, even where the act is in force, who are not entitled to relief from various causes, but who are yet in great destitution; or in danger, if not assisted to some extent, of becoming quite destitute. To these we have been enabled to afford assistance. The sick also, the convalescent, and children require care, which in many places has been given them by persons to whom we have made grants.


The accounts respecting sickness are not worse; on the contrary, I think that though we continue to receive painful statements from many quarters, yet on the whole there is rather an improvement in this respect. So that I am quite inclined to hope that the worst is past, and that if favoured with a good harvest, we may hope for much relief.


To the harvest all thoughts are turned. Reports are constantly going about the potatoe crop; but it is, I think, quite too early to form any opinion. As yet, they look well almost everywhere, but the disease last year did not shew itself until a later period of the season.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 12th of July, 1847.


The last steamer brought me your acceptable letter of the 18th ult. by which I was delighted to hear that the state of affairs in



Ireland had somewhat improved, and I hope the succeeding steamers will corroborate these accounts. However, this will be your trying month, both as regards the weather and the supply of food; and until you have passed its ordeal, I cannot feel quite easy. Prices here have fallen very much, and some of the recent arrivals of Indian corn from the far West will not bring enough to pay the canal and river freights! I am always sorry for individual losses in the corn trade; but I cannot avoid rejoicing on account of the poor, where they are enabled to procure cheap food.


Should you have good crops, we shall see whether the taste for Indian meal is likely to be permanent. If it be, we shall be able to supply you, from present appearances, at from 25s. to 30s. per quarter, when the new crop comes to market in the winter. The granaries of Europe have been so completely drained this year, that I presume there will be a demand in the spring, even although you should be blessed with average crops; and our prices will be just what you please to give.


You will be glad to hear that the contributions for Ireland still continue, chiefly from the interior, both in money and food. Last week we received over four thousand dollars, and several parcels of meal, flour, &c. all which will be duly forwarded by the executive committee. What a delightful sight to the philanthropist, to witness this universal feeling of sympathy, which sprang up so spontaneously after your first serious application for relief.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to M. Van Schaick, Chairman of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 3rd of Seventh‐month, 1847.


We wrote to thee per last packet, under date of the 18th ult. and are since favoured with thy letter of the 10th of same.


We find that the liberality of our American friends is still unexhausted, and that you continue those supplies which have hitherto so largely contributed to sustain our famishing fellow country people in a season of great extremity. We take due note of the charter of the barque “James;” being, we believe, the fourteenth vessel loaded either wholly or in part for this benevolent object, through the untiring energy of the committee of citizens of New York.


The “Malabar” arrived in this port about the 22nd ult., and has delivered her cargo, so far as we know, in the same good condition as all the vessels which preceded her, with scarcely an exception worth noticing. We observe the desire of your committee



to have a freight‐note, or broker’s return of the number of packages, &c. landed from each vessel, and shall take care to have it furnished, probably by our next.


Our labours continue without much if any abatement, in endeavouring to supply with food those classes of destitute or suffering persons who are not, or cannot be, adequately relieved by the government measures of relief, which are now extensively in action in all parts of Ireland. Of the extent of the organization which has been effected under a recent act of the legislature, entitled the “Temporary Relief Act,” and of the enormous issue of food from the public resources, some conception may be formed when we state, that the daily issue of rations to persons whose destitution is certified by local committees, formed for that purpose, (consisting chiefly of the rate‐payers, who have a direct pecuniary interest in keeping down as much as possible the amount of taxation) is understood to be at the present moment not less than two millions; the whole population of the country being probably between seven and eight millions.


Notwithstanding this enormous supply of gratuitous food, we are still daily receiving from various parts of the country appeals for help, not less touching, and but little less urgent than at any period during the last six months. The solicitations for help are now chiefly on behalf of those who in ordinary times have been far removed from want—small farmers, decent tradesmen, and others, who are not quite arrived at the point of complete destitution, entitling them to be placed on the public relief lists, or who would shrink from the exposure of their necessities, inseparable from a system of legislative relief. The case of the small farmers commends itself especially to our care; hard‐working industrious men, with families, possessing perhaps from four to five acres of ground, which they have with great difficulty managed to cultivate and sow with grain or green crops, and in so doing exhausted all their little resources. These persons are generally refused public assistance, as not completely destitute; but the alternative of selling their farms at a ruinous price is such, as is not to be resorted to but in the very last extremity; and hence they are willing rather to struggle with starvation for the few months which may elapse ere they can reap the fruit of their labours. There are other classes perhaps equal objects of sympathy, to whom a little present help is equally valuable; and we consider it a privilege to be enabled, through the munificence of our American friends, to administer to the wants of these.


Our supplies for some considerable time past have been almost wholly derived from your bounty; the amount of the funds raised at home and entrusted to us having been long since expended. Our weekly issues, including the operations of our auxiliary committees in Cork, Waterford, Clonmel, and Limerick, are about £4000 or £5000 sterling in value, chiefly in Indian meal,



which has now become a staple article of food in this country. The abundance of your supplies will enable us to maintain this scale of expenditure for a considerable time to come; and in considering the present impoverished state of the country, and the great abridgment of the ordinary sources of support from employment, we dare not flatter ourselves with the prospect of an early remission of our labour.


A public acknowledgment of the remittances in money, and the consignments of provisions, &c. which have been made to this committee from America up to the present time, is now being issued; a copy of which is intended to be forwarded to thy address, in a newspaper herewith.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim.




Secretaries.




To Myndert Van Schaick, Chairman,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.






From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 2nd of Seventh‐month, 1847.


I am in receipt of thine of the 14th ultimo. I wish you would not mind what any of our newspapers say. Your generous kindness is appreciated both here and in England, by all those whose opinion is worth anything; and if there has been less said about it than either thou or I may think its extraordinary character and genuine brotherly feeling deserves, you must recollect that the English are not easily roused, or much given to mere talking; and perhaps our Committee may also be in fault, in not more frequently bringing it before the public. You may rely upon it, that there are feelings towards the people of the United States, in the minds of a great majority of the thinking people of England and Ireland, of a character much warmer than those entertained towards any other nation; and which will, I trust, become every year more cordial, and prevent any such suicidical occurence as a civil war between the two branches of the Anglo‐Saxon race.


We send thee a “Freeman’s Journal”, containing our advertisement of supplies from America. I expect it is tolerably correct; but we have sometimes a difficulty in this respect; as we occasionally receive letters from those who have contributed some portion towards the purchase of a cargo, and also a full statement from the shippers. We are preparing the entries in our account books, and hope to have them as nearly correct as possible. If thou hear of any error in this or former advertisements, we should be glad to be advised. Indeed it would be very



satisfactory to us, if we were favoured with a complete statement of transactions by each of the shipping committees before printing our report, as in this way we could check our receipts so as to avoid much risk of error.


The “Times” of yesterday contained the Third Report of the Relief Commissioners, showing that the act is now in operation in almost all the unions and electoral divisions in Ireland, and that the distribution of rations daily amounts to 2,500,000. However alarming this may be as respects the future, it is evident that it must relieve the present distress very efficiently. We still have painful accounts from several parts of the country, where, from various causes, the act is not yet in efficient operation, and to such we are now extending a large measure of relief; but in much the greater proportion of the country, there is every reason to believe that the assistance afforded by the Relief Act is such, that the actual distress for want of food is not greater, perhaps not so great, as in ordinary years. There has been a large amount of fever and dysentery prevailing in many places, which does not appear to be much lessened.


I enclose a letter giving some information as to a class of persons above those who are recipients of the Government rations, for whom we feel much; and a large proportion of our present grants are made for their relief, especially in Ulster, where we have had very many applications on their account. I send the letter and our note thereon, for the purpose of shewing how a good deal of the American donations are just now being dispensed. The next item of our expenditure is the distribution of rice, by persons, generally ladies, who undertake to distribute it in a cooked state to the sick and children. We have had the most satisfactory assurances of its value when given in this way.


But all these modes of dispensing it have not enabled us to distribute the food quite as fast as it arrives, so that our stock accumulates, and must I think leave a considerable surplus, even when the new harvest comes in. To grant more lavishly would be useless; the destitute are all entitled to support under the act, and therefore any grants from us, except for special cases, would only relieve the ratepayers, and not assist the poor. However, I shall not at all regret it if we should have a surplus over, as we are very fearful of renewed difficulties when the present temporary act expires on the 30th of Ninth‐month. The arrangements for the effectual working of out‐door relief, under the permanent poor‐law, will require time.


The British Relief Association have very much withdrawn from active operations, and desire to retain their present funds for this anticipated period of difficulty; and for clothing, which will be imperatively required next winter. I hope we shall have a fair amount remaining in our hands also. I am sure you will be glad to hear that we have got relief, even though it may be only



temporary. However, if we should experience great and severe distress next winter, on account of the large number of unemployed persons, I trust we may not be suffering at the same time from a high price of food. Our crops at present look extremely well, and the present lovely weather puts every one in spirits, except perhaps those who have speculated too deeply in corn. There are unfavourable reports about the potato, but I think nothing sufficient to warrant an opinion. However, it is quite too early to judge, as the commencement of the failure was much later last year. Next mail will probably convey some more decided intelligence in this respect.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 29th of July, 1847.


I received your very interesting letter by the steamer, and it was a relief to me to find that the distress in Ireland had at length found a stopping place. You will henceforth be enabled to apply the remaining donations, and those still on the way, to those whose wants are greatest, and I presume they will be found in Connaught and Munster. The class of sufferers mentioned by your correspondent certainly claim our deep sympathies, and I do not think you can make a better disposition of a part of your funds than by assisting them. It will, I dare say, surprise you to see so many shipments thus late in the season; but the end is not yet. Contributions from the west are arriving every week.


It is fortunate for the poor emigrants that the demand for labour continues to be so extensive.


I have just received a letter from Genesee, in this state, telling me that farmers are obliged to pay one‐and‐a‐half to two dollars per day to secure the harvest, and begging me to send up all the hands I can. Every man who calls on me I send on to Genesee, where they are sure of employment, and in this way I serve both masters and men.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to M. Van Schaick, Chairman of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 17th of Seventh‐month, 1847.


Referring to our letter of the 3rd instant per last packet, we have now to acknowledge receipt of thy valued letters of the



17th, 19th, 22nd, and 29th ultimo. It is very grateful to our feelings, under the toils and multiplied perplexities inseparable from such an office as that which devolves on this committee, and from so large an administration as that which we are entrusted with, to be assured in such cordial terms; as thou art pleased to address to us, that our labours so far have obtained the approbation of our constituents in New York; and that we enjoy the confidence of a body of intelligent merchants, constituted as that over which thou hast presided. We feel, however, that we cannot appropriate to ourselves the character which your kindness would invest us with, nor shall we occupy thy time so unprofitably as to dwell on a subject appertaining to ourselves. We shall esteem it a rich reward, if, at the close of our labours, we shall be really found to have been instrumental in any considerable degree in promoting the permanent welfare of our native land.


We take note of thy interesting statement of the financial concerns which have been so ably managed by thee, since the commencement in New York of this remarkable movement, and lay it by as a memento of American liberality and zeal in the cause of suffering humanity. We doubt not, in thy retirement from an office of so much labour and responsibility, thou hast found a reward in the remembrance of how largely thy devotedness and energy must have contributed to the efficiency of the movement; not only in the city and vicinity of New York, but in those remote parts of the Union, where your example must have been greatly instrumental in communicating that impulse which has produced such surprising results.


We lose no time in complying with thy request for a rough statement of our operations; say, receipts and distribution up to the present time. It will, we fear, be considered very imperfect, being merely a tabular statement, showing our gross issues to the 1st of Fifth‐month inclusive, and the amount of each weekly issue since that period. It would have been more satisfactory if we could have shown each week’s transactions since the commencement of our administration; but the accounts were not kept in this form until lately, and to analyse them in time for this opportunity would be impossible. It would have also been satisfactory to us, if we could have specified, in round numbers, the amount of assistance given to each county; but time does not now admit of this being done. Our accounts are necessarily voluminous, and require at present the united labour of three bookkeepers. They will, however, when some arrears are cleared off, and a good system fairly worked out, present an amount of information which we trust will satisfy the most minute inquirer, and bear the strictest scrutiny.


Having gone into some detail in our last respecting the present state of the country, we need not now make much addition,



especially as no material change can be reported. The supply of food to the destitute (or to those who are reported to be so) continues rather to increase than otherwise. About three millions of persons—not very much less than one half of our population—are now receiving their daily food at the public expense. This is an appalling state of things, and how it is to end none can tell. Some relief may fairly be expected, from the increased employment and enlarged supplies of food consequent on the approaching harvest. The Temporary Relief Act will also, in about two or three months, merge into a poor‐law of a more permanent character and greater stringency as regards the checks on improvident management; but in the transition from one system to the other, we contemplate a great pressure of distress, and must endeavour to be prepared to meet it. This Committee is therefore just now trying to restrict the amount of its issues, and to husband the resources at our disposal for an approaching period of greater want.


Our friends in America are already aware of the important facilities that we have enjoyed, through the liberality of our Government, in the reception and distribution, free of charge for agency or internal transit, of the provisions which have been so bountifully placed at our disposal. The disposition, on the part of the public authorities of this country, to forward our common object is still the same; but, in consequence of some impending changes in the commissariat department, and the general closing of the government provision depots, which is intended to take place on the 15th of next month, we have received notice that after that period the privileges above mentioned can no longer be accorded to us. This will render necessary some considerable changes in our arrangements; and, considering the great difficulty we have already experienced, in managing stores of food at some of the outports, where we cannot have the services of committees of our own, it has become a question whether it will not be better, when this period arrives, to convert the American provisions in our hands into money. Besides the difficulty of management in remote places, we are subject to loss from pillage and other like causes; and we are liable to the very serious risk of deterioration in quality, and the heavy expenses of agency and storage. There is also the great probability of a fall in prices. Under these considerations, the present feeling of our Committee is rather in favour of a general sale of such of the stores as are not specifically directed to be applied to some given purpose; and we have only to hope that if such be the course pursued, our constituents in America will rest under the assurance that we have but the one object in view, namely, to render their bounty as extensively productive of good as possible.


Our government will of course continue to pay the freight of donations from America; which, we need hardly point out to our



friends at your side of the Atlantic, is a sufficient reason for continuing to invest in food, rather than make remittances in money, except in a very adverse state of the markets. May we request of your committee to make public the enclosed abstract of our accounts. The information is due to our numerous contributors in all parts of the United States; but we have not time to multiply copies for our correspondents by the present opportunity. If it be not thought proper for publication, a manuscript copy, forwarded to each of the parties named in the enclosed slip of paper, may perhaps answer the purpose, and we shall be much obliged.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.


To Myndert Van Schaick, Chairman,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.








From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 17th of Seventh‐month, 1847.


Thine of the 29th ultimo has reached me duly. Thy explanation of the New York law respecting emigration interested me much. Your arrangements appear both judicious and liberal. The care of our sick emigrants must involve a heavy expense, but the ready supply of labour is a great advantage to the city, which may be placed as a set‐off to the account. I feel certain that the commission must devolve on thee some very serious duties at the present time.


The circumstances of our country have not varied much since I last wrote. The number of destitute receiving daily rations has probably reached its highest limit, and, as we are informed by Sir John Burgoyne, amount to upwards of 3,000,000. However fearful this may be, as a political question for the Government to deal with, it must at all events relieve present distress very much. We are therefore at present inclined to limit our grants very much to the relief of the sick and convalescent, for which purpose we generally give rice to be distributed in a cooked state.


Our letter to M. Van Schaick goes pretty fully into detail as to our present situation, explaining some circumstances which will probably render it advisable to convert into money part of the bread‐stuffs forwarded to us. We also forwarded to him a tabular statement, shewing our weekly distributions for the past two months, and our total distributions up to the present time. Although not as circumstantial as we could wish, it will, I expect, be interesting to you.




In one of my former letters, I said that the Temporary Relief Act would expire almost as soon as its machinery could be fairly set to work. This is now being fulfilled. It is not in fact fully at work, because there are some districts in which they have not yet been able to get it into operation; and now there are orders given in several places, to reduce the number of rations given out, and a general intimation of the necessity of terminating the present mode of relief, and throwing those who cannot obtain employment on the permanent poor law for support. It is evidently the most favourable time of the year for the change. The harvest ought to afford employment to all our labourers, and the reduced price of bread and the greater plenty of other vegetable food must afford very great relief. Still we fear that there will be very great suffering in many places during this transition period, and we are glad to have considerable funds left, which we hope we may be able to make useful, at a time when they will probably be much more required than they now are.


It is sad to think how much our country is demoralized. We are a nation of beggars. It is shocking to see nearly half our population subsisting, without labour, on the rations doled out to them daily by the State. But it is yet worse to see the willingness to borrow, and the unwillingness to repay the loan; the anxiety for contributions from every quarter except their own pockets, which has been evinced by many whose station and education make them much more responsible than the poor; and with this, to see the anxiety to appropriate to themselves or to their friends as much as possible of anything which can be so appropriated; and, at the same time, the gross neglect of the interest of the poor and destitute, which some of the members of the Electoral Division relief committees have evinced. Thou wilt probably have seen in the papers the Third Report of the Relief Commissioners, and perhaps have noticed the angry remarks in Parliament respecting it. Thou may rely on it, that every charge is capable of proof.


The time is approaching when every district must rely on its own local resources; or, perhaps, where these are manifestly unequal to the burden, assistance may be afforded by the Government; but under any circumstances the wants of the poor and destitute must be relieved, under such a system of close and efficient inspection as will, as far as practicable, prevent the gross imposition which has been too often practised. Such associations as ours, however valuable on an emergency, cannot be long continued without doing manifest injury. For an emergency such as we have experienced, they are of the greatest importance, meeting many cases which the strict regulations of public enactments cannot provide for; but if long continued, they would impede the legal measures, and offer increased facilities for imposition. I trust our new poor law



may be got into efficient operation some time this coming autumn and winter, and then our operations must cease, and our Committee be dissolved. Let us hope that it may never be necessary to resuscitate it again. The politico‐economical aspect of our position seems to me fraught with much difficulty. I cannot see the result; but however it may eventuate, I do not think that a continuance of such distribution as ours, after the present season, would be useful. Meanwhile, the prospects of our harvest are most favourable. There seems every probability that we shall have food cheap and plenty, which must greatly lessen the difficulty of dealing with the complicated questions that will arise.


The potatoes, so far as I know, look well; but there are conflicting reports from some places, although nothing authentic as respects failure, so far as I have heard.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 14th of August, 1847.


By last steamer I received your interesting letter of the 17th ult. and I have also perused the official letter to M. Van Schaick.


I approve of your plan to rest awhile from active labors, and to turn some of the food sent you into money, and thus be prepared towards winter to assist the wants of those whom the poor‐law will not relieve. You will be receiving further supplies from us every month, and your fund will be increased when you can use it to most advantage. The contributions from the far west are only just reaching the Atlantic ports, and whatever we receive we shall forward.


It is most mortifying to me to read such documents as the Commissioners’ Report, charging several persons, as they truly do, with mal‐administration of funds during such an awful visitation as you have just passed through. Truly the sins of the fathers, in a political as well as moral sense, are visited upon the children to the third and fourth generation! England is now reaping the sad effects of bad government; and with all the honest desire of those in power to remove the evils, they know not where to begin, nor what change to make.


I am more than ever convinced that your plan of free trade in land would do more to renovate Ireland, than all the other propositions combined. The “bit by bit” reforms introduced by the ministers are only palliatives—a dose of magnesia where calomel is required—and the poor patient will linger in suffering instead of being cured.


However, I must let you who are at home attend to your domestic



politics. All I can serve you in is, looking after my countrymen when they come to America. So long as we have land unoccupied, and employment to offer, I shall encourage the poor who are industrious and sober to quit Ireland and its troubles, for America and its abundance. We cannot depopulate the island. You will have enough left; and those who come hither, as I have already shewn, immediately begin to help those they have left behind. Our new emigration law is working very well, and next season we shall have everything in proper order. The great number of sick has been our greatest trouble, as we were not prepared for so many; but considering all things, the deaths have been comparatively few. The Commissioners have a good deal of personal trouble; but we do not mind that, provided we can fulfil the good intentions of the legislature.


I hope “The Evening Post” has published my letter warning emigrants not to come hither during the winter months; as it is very important both to themselves and us, that they should follow that advice. If they do otherwise, our legislature will be obliged to pass stringent laws to meet the evil, which I should regret very much to see done. We receive emigrants with open arms for seven months in the year, and this ought to satisfy them.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to James Reyburn, Treasurer of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 3rd of Eighth‐month, 1847.


We note the retirement of our friend, M. Van Schaick, from the office of treasurer, the duties of which he has so long performed at much sacrifice of time, and great personal labour; and that thou hast consented to perform these duties in future. This country owes much to your countrymen for their great liberality and devoted exertions, and we trust they will produce permanent effects, by cementing the bond of union between two nations allied by race, language, manners, and kindred political institutions; and which, although separated under different governments, can hardly be regarded as forming more than one branch of the human family.


The special instructions contained in thy letter of the 14th ultimo, emanating from the contributors at Milwaukie, Wisconsin, shall be attended to.



(Signed) For Joseph Bewley and self, Secretaries.
Jonathan Pim.



To James Reyburn, Treasurer,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.








From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 3rd of Eighth‐month, 1847.


Thine of the 12th ult. has duly come to hand. The reduced price of food, consequent on the large importations, joined to the anticipations of an abundant harvest, must naturally have much effect in relieving the extreme distress among our people here; the effect however being somewhat counteracted, by the efforts now being made by the authorities to reduce the number of persons receiving daily rations. This reduction we are aware produces local suffering to some extent, but we trust not very great. However, it seems necessary, and we feel ourselves very much restrained at present from distributing, except for the relief of the sick. It is important to force the people to avail themselves of all possible industrial resources at the present time; as we have too much reason to apprehend greatly increased difficulties when the severe weather sets in, possibly with an advance of prices, and with much less facility in obtaining employment at fair wages.


Thou wilt see some remarks in the House of Commons, as reported in the “Times” of about ten days since, on the subject of your contributions in America towards the relief of Irish distress, I think thou wilt be pleased with them. Both Lord Palmerston and Lord Morpeth pleased me much.


Enclosed are three letters respecting the potato disease. It is evidently very much mitigated in its character this season. In fact, we should not remark it at all, except for the serious effects already experienced.


Thy information respecting emigrants and emigration is very interesting. Thou wilt see a long article made out of thy letter by the editor of the “Evening Post”. His remarks are good.


The circumstances of the country change so little from week to week, that there seems no necessity for a long letter on this subject. We hear very little complaints of starvation, but a good deal of sickness, and of suffering from insufficient clothing. The latter want will no doubt be very seriously felt, when the weather becomes more severe.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 29th of August, 1847.


I ought to be well pleased with the short debate in the House of Commons on the subject of American contributions. The debate will be published all over the Union, and will have a



most beneficial effect upon the feelings of the people; and if this same kindly spirit be followed up, it will be impossible to get up a war between the two countries. What would Ireland do without America? Your colonies cannot take one quarter of those who must emigrate; and except to Canada, the passage money is enormously high. Here they not only relieve you from their own wants, but they assist you by their remittances, in supporting the poor who remain behind. I never would advise a young man of property, whose associations are all fixed at home, to come out here to settle. I never encourage clerks, because it is as difficult to place them in our cities as it is with you; but when we come to the broad‐fisted farmer and mechanic, with a young family, I say, Make a new home for your children in a country where you will find thousands of your own people, and where starvation is unknown.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to James Reyburn, Treasurer of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 18th of Eighth‐month, 1847.


Referring to our last respects of 3rd inst. we have now to acknowledge receipt of thy valued letters of the 17th, 29th, and 31st. ult. By these letters we have bills of lading, &c. of the cargoes of the “Free Trader” for Cork, and the “Saone” for Galway, and advice of the charter of the “Channing” for another Irish port. We cannot adequately express our sense of the persevering kindness which thus continues to pour in upon us your munificent supplies.


It may be satisfactory to the donors, to be assured that although a very pinching season of distress has in some measure passed over us, yet that with the approach of winter, we have no other prospect but of an extent of destitution in many districts of this island, which will claim the active exertions of the benevolent, and render your present and coming supplies truly valuable and seasonable. We are favored with the prospect of an abundant harvest, and the price of food is now but little beyond its ordinary level. Employment at this season of the year is at its height; and from these causes, coupled with the extensive and efficient measures of public relief, there has been, and is at the present time, a great amelioration in the general condition of the people. Hence, it has been the care of this Committee, for some weeks past, to abridge its issues of food as much as possible. But the public measures of relief above alluded to are of a temporary character, and must cease at the end of next month; leaving the necessitous to be dealt with by another species of machinery,



provided by a permanent poor‐law, which, for a time at least, can hardly reach its object fully; and the period of transition is consequently likely to be one of great pressure on the poor. There are also extensive districts in the west in so impoverished a condition, that the farmers have suffered the land to lie waste; in some cases, we fear, from apathy or indolence, but in others from sheer want of means to cultivate it. The population in these parts has been considerably diminished by emigration and death; but there are multitudes remaining, whom it will require no common effort to provide with food, deprived as they appear to be of almost all local resources. It is obvious, therefore, that there is a wide field still before us for the exercise of benevolence, and that a long time must elapse before the traces of famine can be expected to disappear.


A brief outline of our accounts, furnished to thy respected predecessor about a month since, would inform you of the probable balance now at our disposal: our book‐keepers are diligently engaged in preparing the materials for a more perfect and comprehensive statement, which we hope to be shortly in a condition to lay before our constituents. Our issues since the above date having been on a reduced scale; and supplies still coming in, we have still a reserve fully as large as we had a month ago, which we are carefully husbanding for the coming exigencies above alluded to. In compliance with a request of your committee, communicated to us through our friend M. Van Schaick some time since, we forward herewith a statement of freights paid by our Government on the cargoes of the “Duncan,” “Express,” “Anne Maria,” “Minerva,” “Malabar,” “Newhaven,” and “Boston.” Some delay arose in getting these returns from the outports, or the request would have been more promptly responded to.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.




To James Reyburn, Treasurer,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.






From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 18th of Eighth‐month, 1847.


I have not much to write, as our circumstances are but little altered since I last wrote; but I may refer thee to a letter written by Joseph Bewley to James Reyburn, which describes our position well, and to which I have little to add. Perhaps the copies of those letters which I send herewith for thy perusal, may illustrate our position somewhat further. No general



suffering at present, but much fear as respects the future. One of the letters shews how much distress still exists in Connaught, and is I fear too true; yet we still consider it advisable to be very sparing in our grants at present, believing it necessary to force the people to look for employment now during the harvest. We have made several grants of money lately for loans to fishermen, and for their assistance in other respects.


The Temporary Relief Act expiring after the end of next month, no further advances of government money are to be made. Therefore the rates must be collected before any relief can be given to the destitute. I fear there are many districts in which that cannot be effected; where it will be impracticable to collect any large amount. There must therefore be much suffering in these districts, as the means of employing the people do not appear to exist. The low prices of food will be a great assistance; but some money is necessary, even with wheat at 20s. per barrel, and Indian meal 7s. per cwt.


Fever continues very prevalent, although of a mitigated character. Our hospitals here are all full to overflowing, and we hear the same accounts from many parts of the country. Many of the upper classes have been attacked, and there have been several deaths among them. Abraham Beale of Cork, on whom, as secretary, the labour of the auxiliary committee there has principally rested, is now ill; but our accounts state that he is not very heavily affected, and that the disease is progressing favorably.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







From the same to the same.


Dublin, 2nd of Ninth‐month, 1847.


My last alluded to the illness of my dear friend, Abraham Beale, of Cork, but without conveying any idea that he was very seriously unwell, or that there was any reason to apprehend a fatal termination. It is with much pain that I now have to inform thee, that the fever which appeared light at first gradually became more severe, so that he sunk under it, and died on the 22nd of last month. A copy of “Saunders’s News Letter” has been forwarded to thee, containing an extract from the “Cork Examiner” respecting him, which speaks highly of his character, and not more highly than he deserved. There are few whose loss would be so much felt; by his relations, to many of whom his care was like that of a parent; by his private friends, by whom he was warmly loved; by the Society of Friends in Cork, of which he was a very active member; and by his fellow‐citizens at large, by whom he was much esteemed



for his constant exertions in many benevolent undertakings. He was unremitting in his attention to the business of the relief committee in Cork; and I fear the constant anxiety, together with the painful effect on his mind of tales of sorrow beyond his power to relieve, was too much for him: and that, worn down in mind and body, he was unable to withstand the attacks of disease, which under other circumstances might not have been so severely felt. I feel that a good man has departed from amongst us; but while we regret his loss, we cannot but rejoice on his account, believing that to him “to die was gain.”


I have little new to report as respects the condition of our poor. The harvest has been most favourable. The public relief by rations has been discontinued, or greatly reduced in most parts of the country, except in the extreme west, and even there it is greatly less than it was. I believe its discontinuance has not produced much suffering. Our grants are almost wholly confined to the relief of the sick.


At present, employment is general at the harvest; but the thoughts of all are turned to the future prospects of the country; as when the harvest has been gathered in, the demand for labour must be greatly lessened. I feel much anxiety respecting this period, and fear the new poor‐law may not be found capable of preventing a severe pressure and grievous suffering in many places. Time alone can solve this difficult question.


I am glad you approve of our manner of acting. We still continue a small distribution; and as prices fall very rapidly, we have not sold much, in fact scarcely anything, except some flour, which did not seem so suitable for distribution as Indian meal.


Thou wrote me some time since, that thou had made enquiries as to the remittances in small sums during the first six months of this year, compared with the corresponding period of 1846. I should like much to know the result. Some people say that our Irish labourers, when they go to America, still retain their improvident habits and want of energy, and that they form with you the very lowest class of the population. Is this true? or anything like the truth? or are they distinguished from the other citizens of the United States in these respects?



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 26th of September, 1847.


I received your acceptable letter by the last steamer, at Hyde Park, where I went to recruit my health, which has not been very strong; and after a fortnight’s quiet sojourn there, I feel much better. I was grieved to hear of the death of Abraham



Beale, whose loss will be very severely felt in Cork; but he fell nobly in the discharge of his duty, and “his good works will follow him.” This, after all, is the greatest source of consolation to his bereaved friends.


In the midst of so much commercial distress in England and Ireland, it is grateful to know that the millions will have food for the next year at moderate prices; and that even should you want a supply before next harvest, you will not have to pay extravagantly for it. Our Indian corn crop is now being cut and stacked, and will be ready for shipment in three months. It has yielded abundantly.


You will be surprised as well as gratified by the continued shipments from this country to your committee, and as you mean to husband your resources until winter, you will be enabled then to give material aid to those who are least cared for by others—a class which I fear will be numerous for a year to come.


You ask me about the character and conduct of your poor countrymen when they settle down here. It is as various as their conduct at home. The quiet and industrious among them soon get into profitable employment, and attend very much to their own affairs. When they get above the world, their ideas of comfort become exalted, and they give their children a good education. Many others who come out are too easily satisfied in the cities; the high wages tempt them to remain as “hewers of wood and drawers of water.” They do all the rough work, carrying the hod, paving the streets, digging canals, &c., and care not much for the comforts of life. These are mostly too old to change their habits, and we must look for improvement to their children, who become Americanised as they grow up. The city Irish, I must say, have not the ambition of the Americans to rise above their condition. I speak in the general; but they are affectionate and kind‐hearted, generous to their relatives at home, and willing to serve each other. I wish we could induce more of this class to go into the interior; where, as farmers, they very soon catch the native spirit, and long to become proprietors of land themselves. But so long as there is so much hard labour to be done in the city, which Americans dislike to do, the very poorest emigrants, to whom a dollar a‐day is a fortune, cannot be enticed into the country. This summer, wages for a time were 1 dollar 25 cents per day. In the winter there is not such a demand, and then those who have been improvident suffer much misery, and our alms‐house gets filled. Compared with European countries, we have on the whole great cause to be thankful. Our States are not over‐burthened with population; there is ample room for many millions more; and our people are locomotive, which makes all acquainted with each other. Property is so minutely divided, nearly every man



has an interest in preserving its rights, and hence arises the great safety of our institutions.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to James Reyburn, Treasurer of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 3rd of Ninth‐month, 1847.


We addressed thee per last packet, under date of the 18th ult. and are since in possession of thy letters of the 9th and 13th ult.; the last mentioned covering invoice and bill of lading of the cargo of the “Channing,” bound for this port, and advising us of the further arrangements made for shipping a further large quantity of provisions on the ships “Horatio” and “Rochester,” for Liverpool.


The “Free Trader” for Cork, and “Saone” for Galway, are both arrived, and are delivering their cargoes; the first to our auxiliary committee in Cork, and the latter to our appointed agents, who receive and store the cargo, subject to the future disposition of this Committee. No report has reached us of any damage in these cases, nor indeed do we recollect that a single instance of loss of any magnitude from this cause has occurred in all your extensive shipments.


Our last letter detailed at some length the circumstances existing around us, in reference to the condition of that portion of our population claiming public relief, and gave some hints of the course pursued, and intended to be pursued by this Committee. In both of these particulars we find but little further to report at present. A great reduction has taken place in the issue of rations by the public relief committees; and it has been truly gratifying to find that multitudes of able‐bodied persons, thus thrown on their own resources, have found employment in the gathering in of a most abundant harvest; and that, even with moderate earnings, they are placed in a condition of comparative comfort by the abundance and cheapness of food. This source of employment, however, is but temporary; and we continue to look forward with considerable apprehension to the approaching period, when the demand for labour will be so far abridged, as to leave without the means of subsistence that large proportion of our rural population, who have been heretofore accustomed to live for a considerable part of the year solely on the produce of their potato ground. In dealing with this state of things, great difficulties will be experienced; in the first place, to preserve from starvation those who are really destitute, and in the next place, to administer the required help in a way as little calculated as possible to foster habits of idleness and dependence on others. Your bounty will enable us in no inconsiderable degree to contribute



to the amelioration of suffering, which no system of legislative relief, however well devised, can effectually reach; and it is to this end that our labours shall be directed, convinced that in so doing we shall be acting in conformity with the benevolent designs of our constituents.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim and self, Secretaries,
Joseph Bewley.



To James Reyburn, Treasurer,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.






From the Secretaries to James Reyburn, Treasurer of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 18th of Ninth‐month, 1847.


Referring to our last of the 3rd inst. we have now to acknowledge receipt of thy kind letter of the 31st ult. covering shipping notes of provisions, &c. per ships “Horatio” and “Rochester,” for Liverpool, and advice of intended shipments per “Patrick Henry.” The magnitude of these supplies, and the constant and quick succession in which they continue to be poured in upon us, is really astonishing. Large, however, as they are, we regret to say that the unhappy condition of this country is such as to assure us that they will all be much wanted. The circumstances to which we have adverted in our last letters, as likely to produce extensive and acute suffering in the course of the coming winter, do not present a less formidable aspect as the period approaches; and we cannot but contemplate an impending season of great difficulty, in which your liberal and seasonable supplies will be truly valuable. Our issues of food are at present very much discontinued; as we feel persuaded that to distribute on an extended scale now, would be far from a judicious use of your bounty, and that everything at our disposal is likely to fall far short of meeting the pressing wants of our poor in the course of a few months.


The “Channing” arrived a few days since, and her cargo is now nearly discharged. We have considered it best to bring to immediate sale the wheaten flour, of which she has a large parcel, and also other classes of provisions, which are either of a perishable nature, or otherwise not well suited for holding over for our purposes. Flour commands a good price at present, owing to the scarcity of water, which prevents many of our mills from performing their full work, say 30s. to 32s. per barrel.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim and self, Secretaries,
Joseph Bewley.




To James Reyburn, Treasurer,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.










From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 17th of Ninth‐month, 1847.


Thine of the 29th ult. reached me duly. I am very glad thou art pleased with the speeches of Lord Palmerston and Lord Morpeth. I trust they may have a beneficial effect on the popular mind with you. Your country and ours are so closely united, that war would be suicidal to both: I have no fear of such an event. Our feelings are of a pacific character towards all other nations, or at all events towards all those nations whom we call civilized.


I fear there are some districts in the extreme west, in which the means of supporting the destitute do not exist. The grand difficulty which will be felt through a large part of Ireland, arises from the small number of residents of sufficient intelligence and integrity to work the law; in fact, the want of a middle class.


Enclosed is a copy of a minute passed at our Committee yesterday, and which illustrates our present views as much as anything I can write. Although the temporary relief by rations has terminated without much increased suffering in most places, owing to the present demand for labour at harvest works, &c.; yet there are certainly some particular localities in which great distress has already been produced. We considered the propriety of endeavouring to afford some assistance to these places, but after long discussion decided in the negative. To do anything efficiently is quite beyond our power, and I think the public and the Government must be made to feel the difficulty, and the necessity of taking early steps to meet it, or we shall have the dreadful scenes of Skibbereen again repeated.


I dont wish thee to suppose that I anticipate the prevalence of any general distress like last year. I trust there is no likelihood of such a state of affairs; but while far the greater part of the country may be enabled to support its poor, although with difficulty and in great poverty, yet without any wholesale starvation, we have much reason to apprehend that there are localities in which the suffering will be very severe indeed.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







Reply to the foregoing.


New York, 13th of October, 1847.


By this steamer I received your interesting letter of the 17th ult. I think you have decided judiciously in retaining the balance of American funds for the wants of the winter, when you certainly will have more claims for assistance than you can supply.



The summer and autumn demand for labour ought to be sufficient to support the people; and after that ceases, the new poor‐law will be called into action. The final effect of the latter, if enforced, will be to introduce the measures proposed in your pamphlet. All badly managed estates must be brought into the market sooner or later, and the English parliament will be forced by public opinion to alter, amend, or repeal the law of entail as regards Ireland. The land must be bound to support those who reside on it, before rents are considered.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to James Reyburn, Treasurer of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 2nd of Eleventh‐month, 1847.


It is due to our kind friends in New York to send them from time to time, pending the full accounts of our stewardship which they are entitled to receive from us, some brief outline of our position and operations. We need not enter upon any detail of the present condition of this country; this will be abundantly supplied to you by the public accounts. We have, in our former advices, intimated the strong apprehensions we entertained of the approaching winter being a period of not less suffering to the poor, in many of the remote districts of the west and the south, than the past trying season has been. Every day’s experience confirms this apprehension; and such is the increasing destitution in some of the districts alluded to, that it is greatly to be feared all the resources which may be brought to bear upon it, either from local assessment or contributions from other parts, will fail effectually to arrest the progress of starvation. Much of the difficulty in dealing with this calamity must be admitted to arise from the prostrated and demoralized state of the poor people under the influence of past gratuitous relief; and no object, in connexion with their relief, commends itself more to the anxious care of this committee, than that of endeavouring to raise them from their degraded condition, by the promotion of industrial employment, and the development of those resources which only require the energetic and intelligent application of labour, to diffuse abundance where poverty and sterility are now almost universal. We venture to hope that the means yet at our disposal in money and food, and which may be said to be almost wholly derived from the bounty of the citizens of the United States, will enable us to give some important help to objects of this nature; and it will be gratifying to us, beyond what we can express, if we shall be thus enabled to preserve some lasting monument of your liberality, in the permanently



improved condition—physical and moral—of our poor fellow‐countrypeople.


We congratulate ourselves that, from the careful husbanding of the means entrusted to us for some months past, during which period our issues in money and food have been comparatively inconsiderable, we have still at our disposal a very considerable balance; which, with the supplies still coming forward, will, we trust, do good service; and be abundantly more useful in the end, than if they had been distributed with a more lavish hand. Accept our acknowledgments for thy kind expressions of confidence on the part of our constituents in your city, and be assured of our unabated endeavours to prove ourselves deserving of it.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim and self, Secretaries,
Joseph Bewley.




To James Reyburn, Treasurer,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.








From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 3rd of Eleventh‐month, 1847.


Thy two letters of 26th of Ninth‐month, and the 13th of Tenth‐month reached me duly. The first was acknowledged in a short note by last mail. I should have written more at length, but there was so little new in our position that I had little to say. Our distress is now just recommencing, and the character and extent are about what I anticipated in a letter written to thee some months since. In three‐fourths of the country, though employment is very scarce, the poor‐law will be worked; and I trust there may be no deaths from actual starvation, though probably fever and dysentery arising from insufficient food may be severely felt. But all along the western coast the difficulties are quite of another character. There is not food to keep the people until the first of the year; and yet such is the want of money, that part of what food they have is being exported. There is almost no employment; and as the green crops are being exhausted, the distressing symptoms of last year are again beginning to shew themselves, but at an earlier period. We are still limiting our issues, confining them almost entirely to the relief of the sick, convalescent, and young children. The amount at our disposal is so utterly insufficient for any plan of general relief, that we consider it unwise to attempt it.


However, it is gratifying to know that the government are fully alive to the danger, and have made some arrangements to meet it. The large funds remaining in the hands of the British Association will also be directed almost wholly to this



object, and I trust that they may be enabled to meet the difficulty, at least so far as to prevent any large number falling victims to absolute starvation. More I cannot say. It is intended to make use of the machinery of the poor law, and consequently to maintain the workhouse test as far as practicable; and to distribute cooked food, when the numbers are too great to be supported within the workhouse walls. There will no doubt be suffering to a considerable extent.


Meanwhile, to present the more favourable side of the picture, we have much reason to be gratified by the result of some of the exertions making to promote industrial employment, whether fisheries, or in some cases knitting and other work taught in schools. We have given assistance to several schools, either by advances of money, or by grants of Indian meal, &c. We are making enquiries respecting the fisheries in various parts, and hope to meet with suitable channels through which we can afford encouragement, by small advances for repairs of boats or nets, lines, &c., to be repaid out of the proceeds of the fish caught. Our demand of repayment is the difficulty in some places, but we hope to overcome this. So far as we succeed in these plans, much good will be effected; the people will be enabled to support themselves by their industry, and the quantity of food for the support of the district will be materially increased.


Your supplies were certainly sent to us with a view to immediate distribution. It would be much less trouble to us to take this course; but a few weeks would exhaust them, and the want would be as great as ever. I trust the course we are adopting will be really more satisfactory to an energetic and industrious people, such as the donors are.


We are very anxious to present a fair statement of our accounts and mode of distribution, but really the magnitude and complication of our business has been so great, that we cannot yet get them into a state at all sufficiently clear to place before the public. Our transactions with the commissariat department of the Government have been very numerous, and the account is not yet arranged. Until this is effected, of course we cannot complete our own accounts.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







From Jacob Harvey to one of the Secretaries.


New York, 13th of November, 1847.


I have received your note by the steamer, and its contents are confirmed by all my other accounts as to the dismal prospects



before you. All I can dare to hope is that the distress may not be nearly so extensive as it was last year. As you justly remark, it is very difficult to know what is best to be done in such an unnatural state of society as exists in Ireland. Every measure hitherto adopted seems to have been but a palliative, not a cure, and I can see no prospect of any radical change, until free trade in land be established by law. It is painful to me to read in the Irish papers, the bickering of political bodies; the repetition of old animosities; the abuse of those in power; in fact, every topic calculated to increase bad feeling; losing sight of the only true union—one of brotherly love and kindness.


Our general Committee have nearly ended their labours, and will issue a report, which I shall send you. I am anxious that they should not dissolve, as I think there will be contributions wanted next winter, and I have no doubt our farmers will be willing to repeat their donations.


You requested me to enquire whether a copy of your report, issued some months ago, had been transmitted as directed to other associations and individuals. I asked James Reyburn, who told me that it had been attended to at the proper time. I have been so much of an invalid this summer, I have not attended to the details, having spent most of the time in the country; but nothing has been neglected I believe. I hope you will soon be able to publish your general report.


You acted wisely in retaining so much food for winter distribution, as you will now be able to assist such places as Erris.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the same to the same.


New York, 29th of November, 1847.


I wrote to you by last mail, and have now to acknowledge your most interesting letter of the 3rd inst., which gives me the best accounts of your prospects for the coming winter I have yet received. It is a fortunate thing that your committee determined to hold back a portion of your funds until this time, and you may feel assured that the American donors approve of it. It is also fortunate that our committee have not dissolved, but have concluded to remain together to receive such additional contributions as may be sent in during the winter. Up to this time the stream of charity has continued to flow steadily; and I was informed by James Reyburn a few days ago, that he had about 1,000 barrels now ready to send you.




If the western farmers could send in their presents during the winter months, we could send you several cargoes; but unfortunately, it is only in summer that our navigation will permit the transportation. In a few years, however, we shall have one continuous line of railroad to the far west, and then we shall not mind the ice. But I trust you will not require so much foreign charity by that time.


I send you the first report of our commissioners of emigration, which you will find an interesting document, and it will shew you the way in which we have aided the poor emigrants. It will shew the public the care which our State takes of emigrants, instead of forbidding their entrance within our borders. I am satisfied that nothing short of a free trade in land can rectify your social condition; but how many years will it be before parliament will be forced into the measure?



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to James Reyburn, Treasurer of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 3rd of Twelfth‐month, 1847.


Our last letter to thee was under date of the 2nd ultimo. We are now favoured with thy letter of the 13th ultimo, covering bill of lading for provisions &c., per ship “New World,” for Liverpool, of which our correspondents there have instructions to take the needful care.


Having entered into considerable detail in our last letter, respecting the position and prospects of that portion of our population who have hitherto been the chief sufferers by the visitation of famine; and also adverted in general terms to the measures of relief which we propose to pursue; we do not find that on the present occasion we have much additional matter of interest to lay before thee. Our apprehensions of increasing distress with the advance of winter are fully realized. Food is, nevertheless, abundant and cheap, but multitudes are without means to purchase at any price; and in many districts the provisions of the poor‐law, under which all destitute persons are entitled to a maintenance, are very imperfectly carried out. Our Committee, however, has not seen the propriety of any extended issue of food out of our remaining resources, under existing circumstances, but are making arrangements for a considerable distribution of clothing during the winter; the state of nakedness



of the poor in many places being such as to unfit them for pursuing their accustomed employments, as well as greatly tending to promote the spread of disease.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim and self, Secretaries,
Joseph Bewley.




To James Reyburn, Treasurer,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.








From one of the Secretaries to Jacob Harvey.


Dublin, 30th of Twelfth‐month, 1847.


I cannot add much to my last letter as respects the state of the country. The distress is slowly but regularly increasing in the west. The poor‐law is certainly inadequate, and I think the Government must again interfere more decidedly than it has as yet proposed to do. We still confine our grants to the care of the sick, convalescent, and young children; to assisting schools (I mean, by giving some daily food to the children attending); and to the assistance of fishermen, and those engaged in other industrial occupations. We have been obliged to make a few small grants in some very remote places for general relief, and I have some fears that we shall be obliged to do so rather more extensively; but we shall ward it off as long as we can; and really if the poor‐law prove inefficient, and break down, I think Parliament must be called on to remedy its own work.


We have also again organised our clothing committee, and have commenced distributing clothes, of which there is everywhere great need. I think we shall probably expend from £6000 to £10,000 in this way.


The Report of your Emigration Committee reached me safely. I have read it with much interest as evincing your kind care for the emigrants, who have certainly given you a great deal of trouble.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.







From Jacob Harvey to one of the Secretaries.


New York, 14th of January, 1848.


I am sorry to see so many poor emigrants arriving here this winter. We cannot find work for them; navigation is closed; and many are taken sick of the fever soon after they land.




The whole number of passengers who arrived in New York in 1847 was 166,000. Germans and Irish were about equal, over 60,000 each. Of this number, 6,932 were received into the hospital, of whom 6,379 were Irish, 380 Germans, and 173 from all other countries. The total deaths were 847. What a tale does this statement tell of the miseries of Ireland! The Germans are poor, but they come out better clad and fed, and bear the voyage well. The laws relative to their comforts at the ports of embarkation are put into force, which I very much fear is not the case in England and Ireland. It is a disgrace to the British Government that her subjects should be such a tax to the cities where they land.


We have a troublesome job in our Commission, taking charge of the present arrivals, sick and well. All our houses are nearly full, and if they continue to come in the same ratio, we shall be puzzled what to do with them until the navigation opens. In summer we have no difficulty with those in good health. There is plenty of employment for them in the country, but they should let us alone in the winter.


The remittances from Irish emigrants to their friends at home, for the first six months of the year 1847, from New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, amounted to over 1,300,000 dollars [equal to £260,000]; thus shewing a great increase over 1846. I shall try to collect the returns for the whole of 1847, when I get stronger, and am able to go about to the different offices.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







From the Secretaries to James Reyburn, Treasurer of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 24th of Second‐month, 1848.


Although our correspondence has not been so frequent during the past few months as for some time previously, yet we trust that its comparative cessation will neither have been attributed to a less lively sense on our part of what we owe to our kind friends and constituents in New York, nor to a langour in the performance of our duties here. There have been fewer transactions to demand immediate notice by letter, and the position of affairs around us has not presented many new features to record for your information.


Our anticipations of a trying winter and spring have been fully realized to multitudes of our poor fellow‐countrymen. Want



and misery are still rife in very many districts of our suffering country; and the machinery and means provided for its relief, with all the efforts of the Government to ensure their efficiency, are far from arresting the progress of destitution, although they tend greatly to mitigate it in the more favoured portions of the island. The course pursued by our Committee some months since, in reserving for a period of greater pressure a considerable portion of your bountiful supplies, has so far worked well. We have still at our disposal a large reserve in money and food, which enables us to carry out some objects of great importance for the promotion of productive employment, yielding an immediate maintenance to the hands engaged and those depending upon them, and having a tendency, as we hope, permanently to improve their condition. Amongst these the most prominent objects are, the management of fisheries on our western and southern coasts, and the introduction of a better system of agriculture in some of the most neglected districts of the west. We are also issuing considerable supplies of clothing, which, to an almost naked population, is essential to the preservation of health; and whilst we endeavour as little as possible to issue food gratuitously to the destitute for whom a resource is provided under the poor‐law, we contribute under careful restrictions to the nourishment of those recovering from sickness, and some other classes of suffering persons whose condition cannot be reached by any system of legislative relief.


We hope, in the course of a few weeks, to be prepared to lay before our constituents a statement of our receipts and expenditure up to the end of the present month, exhibiting the precise amount of our issues of money and food in each county in Ireland, accompanied by a brief outline of our present operations—not as a full report of the same, which must be reserved for a final winding up, but merely to satisfy for the present those enquiries, which are likely to be made by those who have entrusted us with the distribution of their bounty, and to which they are justly entitled to have a prompt reply.


An interesting paper has just been printed by order of the House of Commons, consisting of an official return made thereto by the Treasury, of the freights paid by our Government on donations of food from America in the course of the past year. It does not however embrace so late a period as to include some of your last shipments. We forward a copy herewith. It will, we trust, be satisfactory to our friends in the United States, to find that there is thus registered in the archives of the British Parliament a document, exhibiting in so striking a manner the extraordinary liberality manifested toward the Irish poor by your citizens. It is also gratifying, as shewing how fully our Government has responded to the movement on your side of the



Atlantic, by facilitating the transit of your supplies, at a cost to it of upwards of £42,000 sterling.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.





To James Reyburn, Treasurer,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.








From Jacob Harvey to one of the Secretaries.


New York, 1st of April, 1848.


I am very glad to find by your letter that the situation of the poor in Ireland is so much better than last year, and I am also pleased to observe that you are devoting so much of your attention and means to the most destitute unions of the west, where I presume there is more danger of starvation than in any other part of Ireland. I do not know whether to rejoice or not at the improved prospect of the potato crop; if they should prove as prolific as formerly, what is to prevent the labourers and small farmers from falling back upon them as their only food. This is the great danger in my mind and I confess I am anxious as to the result.


I observe that you think that the emigration this year from Ireland will not be so large as it was last year. On this side of the water we are looking for an increase; there is such a certainty in America of procuring the necessaries of life, either by working for others or purchasing farms in the far west. I should think that every small farmer and every labourer who can raise money enough to pay his passage would gladly emigrate hither.



(Signed) Jacob Harvey.







Extract of a Letter conveying information of the decease of Jacob Harvey.


New York, 16th of Fifth‐month, 1848.


The enclosed letter will explain to you better than I can, the last moments of our dear friend Jacob Harvey. I saw him a few hours before his death. He could with difficulty speak, but his mind was clear and bright, and thus he passed from us. He is deeply mourned here by a very large circle. By all who knew him he was loved as few are loved, and he has died and left not an enemy on the earth. I send some extracts from the papers,



which will show what others feel, and that his relations are not the only mourners for him.



(Signed) James C. Bell.







From the Secretaries to James Reyburn, Treasurer of the Irish Relief Committee, New York.


Dublin, 14th of Seventh‐month, 1848.


We are now favoured with thy kind letter of the 19th ult. covering bill of lading for 23 brls. of flour, and 17 brls. of Indian corn, consigned to our address per the ship “Andrew Foster,” for Liverpool, which we observe is likely to be the final shipment of your committee, on account of the munificent contributions which you have been instrumental in raising and forwarding for the relief of our distressed countrymen. To express our sense of the noble exertions which are thus brought to a close, would be only to reiterate what we have feebly attempted on former occasions.


Our Committee has just published a financial statement, exhibiting its receipts and issues from the commencement of its labours to a recent period, with a brief outline of its past and present operations, in the compass of a sheet, so as to admit of circulation through the post‐office. We are about forwarding 10,000 copies for distribution amongst our constituents in the United States, a portion of which will be placed at the disposal of your committee.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim and self, Secretaries,
Joseph Bewley.



To James Reyburn, Treasurer,

Irish Relief Committee, New York.






The foregoing correspondence contains nearly a complete series of the letters addressed by the secretaries to the Relief Committee of New York. Similar letters, in acknowledgment of the liberality of the American people, were written to the various relief committees in the United States from which donations were received. To have inserted them all would have extended this Appendix to an unreasonable length; and without any corresponding advantage, as they are nearly all of the same tenor with those which have been selected for publication. A particular account of the various shipments is given in Appendix VII. to which the reader is referred.










APPENDIX VI.

DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE ASSISTANCE AFFORDED TO IRELAND BY THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.



Correspondence between George Bancroft, Ambassador from the United States, and Lord John Russell, First Lord of the Treasury, respecting the Contributions from America for the Relief of Distress in Ireland, as given in the “Freeman’s Journal” under date of the 3rd of May, 1847.


90, Eaton‐square, 28th of April, 1847.


The people of New Orleans, touched by the accounts of the distress from famine in Ireland, came together in a public meeting on the 5th of February last, Mr. Johnson, the governor of Louisiana, presiding, and Mr. Clay of Kentucky, taking part in the proceedings, and made a voluntary contribution of fifteen thousand dollars. This offering, a committee, consisting of Mr. Crossman, the mayor of New Orleans, and of five of its most respectable citizens, have placed entirely at my disposal, with no other restriction than that it be applied with the least possible delay, in order to alleviate in the most general and equitable manner, the sufferings of the people of Ireland by the purchase of food for their relief.


From your lordship’s position in the government, you best know where relief is most urgently demanded, and how it can be applied without waste, without expense, and without interference with other arrangements. As the surest method of carrying into effect the wishes of the citizens of New Orleans, I therefore beg leave to place their contribution at your lordship’s disposition, requesting you to exercise in its application the same discretion which has been conferred on myself.


Perhaps I should say no more; but I am impelled to add, that the sympathy of the people of the United States with the sudden and overwhelming calamity which has befallen Ireland is earnest and universal; and that, mindful of their European origin, they share in the afflictions and rejoice in the prosperity of the nations from which they sprung. I am my lord, with high consideration, very faithfully yours.



(Signed) George Bancroft.




The Rt. Hon. Lord John Russell,

&c. &c.










Reply to the foregoing


Chesham‐place, 29th of April, 1847.


I have received with much gratification your letter of yesterday, informing me that the people of New Orleans assembled at a public meeting, Mr. Johnson, the governor of Louisiana, presiding, made a voluntary contribution for the relief of the distress in Ireland, to the amount of fifteen thousand dollars.


I have likewise received a draft for the amount, with your request that the sum should be applied where relief is most urgently demanded, without waste, without expense, and without interference with other arrangements.


I feel highly honored by the confidence you have placed in me.


It appears to me that the best mode of dispensing of this magnificent contribution is to transmit it without delay to the central relief committee in Dublin, presided over by Lord Kildare. I shall accordingly send the amount to him with a copy of your letter.


With reference to the latter part of your letter, allow me to add, that the earnest and universal sympathy of the people of the United States with our distressed countrymen in Ireland is most gratifying to the people of Great Britain and Ireland, and that her Majesty the Queen has seen with the highest satisfaction the manifestations of generosity and charity of a nation sprung from the same origin as ourselves. I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, yours very faithfully,



(Signed) J. Russell.




To George Bancroft, Esq.,

&c. &c.








Extract from Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates in the House of Commons, under date of the 20th of July, 1847, respecting donations from the United States.


Mr. Brotherton moved an address to Her Majesty.


“That she will be graciously pleased to direct that there be laid before this house a copy of the letter from the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister, at Washington, acknowledging the donations in food and money of the Legislature and Citizens of the United States of America, for the relief of the famine in Ireland.”


The Hon. Gentleman then referred to the great amount of misery and destitution which had been experienced in Ireland, and to the very large contributions raised in America for the



relief of that country, one committee having raised a sum of not less than £109,000, and another of £60,000. The expedition with which these large contributions were converted into food, and transmitted to Ireland, was also matter of surprise as well as gratitude.


[He then read a few extracts from letters, to show the manner in which the subject had been taken up in the United States.]


After the manifestation of such kindly feelings on their part, we could do no less than give expression to the gratitude which we felt. He regarded the conduct of America in this respect as of great importance, seeing it tended to confirm those friendly relations that existed between the two countries, and would aid in laying the foundations of lasting peace. These reasons justified him in moving that this address be presented to Her Majesty, simply with the view of eliciting the strong expressions of national gratitude which he was certain were felt in every part of Her Majesty’s dominions.


Mr. William Brown concurred in what had been said by the hon. gentleman with regard to the effect upon the amicable relations of the two countries, which the recent conduct of America was calculated to produce. It was not merely the amount of their contributions; but the promptness with which vessels were placed at the disposal of the contributors for the transmission of grain to Ireland, and the kindness and hospitality which were shown to those who went from this country to procure provisions, that demanded their gratitude and esteem. There was one feature in the transaction deserving of particular notice, namely, that part of the donations came from our red brethren in the west.


Viscount Palmerston: I have very great pleasure in acquiescing in and supporting the motion of my hon. friend. The only regret I can feel on the occasion is, that although the despatch for which he has moved expresses in strong terms the feelings of Her Majesty’s Government, and the feelings which we believe animate the whole of the British nation; still I am sensible that no terms which could have been employed by me, could adequately convey the feelings of thankfulness and admiration which the conduct of our brethren in the United States must have excited amongst all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects. As my hon. friend has stated, not only was the supply sent large, liberal, and generous in amount, but the manner in which it was sent, the promptitude with which it was forwarded, and the strong feeling of interest which was expressed on the part of all those who had contributed to that supply, were more almost than could possibly be expected on the part of persons who, however united to us in origin, and bound to us by every tie of language and religion, of manners and habits, are still separated from us by a mighty expanse of ocean. The extent of sympathy



by which our brethren in the United States have been so honorably distinguished, was more than could have been expected. I agree with my hon. friend, that transactions of this nature are calculated to cement, in the strongest manner, those ties which ought to unite kindred nations; and it is this circumstance which ought not to be lost sight of, that while on the one hand acts of generosity such as these rivet the affections of those upon whom they have been conferred; and on the other hand they tend, by the very exercise which accompanies them, of good and kindly feelings, to increase the affection of those by whom they are done, towards those who have been the objects of those generous acts. And, therefore, sir, both in regard to the feelings excited here, and the feelings which those actions proclaim in America, I am happy to think that, whatever may have been the sufferings and calamities which gave rise to these acts, at all events they will so far have been attended with happy results, that they have afforded to our brethren in the United States an opportunity of doing that which will never be forgotten by the people of this country; and, I hope, for a long time, will increase the good feeling of the people of the United States towards their brethren in this country.


Viscount Morpeth said, as he had very peculiar opportunities of noticing the warmth of feeling which existed in every part of the Union towards the inhabitants of this,—which they called “the old” country, he could not help declaring his participation in the feelings of satisfaction and thankfulness expressed by the hon. member and by his noble friend. It was impossible to overrate the strength of those feelings, evinced by the warmth of sympathy which had been called forth in America, and by the liberal and substantial tokens which had accompanied it; and which, he trusted, would be considered to be amply acknowledged by the dispatch of his noble friend. But he was not sorry that, before Parliament arose, feelings such as those expressed by the hon. member had found a vent within the walls of that house. He had received letters recently from New York, describing the measures taken there for seeming the health and comfort of the destitute emigrants from this country; and at Boston an island had been set apart for and appropriated to hospitals. He believed that the same kindly spirit prevailed all over the Union, from Maine to New Orleans; and although occasionally causes of soreness and subjects of altercation would unavoidably arise between the two countries, as between other nations, the touchstone of calamity was only wanting to call forth, at all times, whatever was most generous and kind in our nature. He bore with pleasure his testimony to the value of those feelings which the calamities of Ireland had elicited in America.


Motion agreed to.








Copy of the Letter [referred to in the foregoing debate] from the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Washington, acknowledging the donations in food and money of the Legislature and Citizens of the United States of America, for the relief of the Famine in Ireland.


[From the Parliamentary Papers, 1847, vol. 70.]




Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Pakenham.

Foreign Office, March 31, 1847.



Sir,—I have received your despatch of the 12th ultimo, stating that measures have been taken for the purpose of raising a subscription in the United States for the relief of the destitute Irish poor, and I have to instruct you to take every opportunity of saying how grateful Her Majesty’s Government, and the British nation at large, feel for this kind and honorable manifestation of sympathy by the citizens of the United States for the sufferings of the Irish people. It might indeed have been expected, that a generous and high‐minded nation would deeply commiserate the sufferings which an awful visitation of Providence has inflicted upon so large a population, descended from the same ancestors as themselves; but the active and energetic assistance which the people of the United States are thus affording to the poor Irish, while it reflects the highest honor upon our trans‐atlantic brethren, must tend to draw closer, and to render stronger and more lasting those ties of friendship and mutual esteem which Her Majesty’s Government trust will long continue to exist between the two great branches of the Anglo‐Saxon family; separated indeed from each other by geographical position, but united together by common interests, to which every succeeding year must add increasing extension and force.



I am, &c.
(Signed) Palmerston.









APPENDIX VII.



Particulars of the Relief Contributions from the United States.


Contributions in money, provisions and clothing were received from the United States early in the year 1847. The first shipment of bread‐stuffs, per the “Victor,” arrived in



Fourth‐month, and other shipments continued to arrive during the course of that year, and even as late as Seventh‐month, 1848.


The total receipt of money contributions was £15,976 18s. 2d. The quantity of provisions was 9,911 tons, and its estimated value (see accompanying table) £133,847 7s. 7d; making the gross amount of both kinds of relief £149,824 5s. 9d. The freight on the shipments of provisions, which was repaid by the British Government, amounted to £33,017 5s. 7d.


Of clothing, 642 packages were received, the precise value of which could not exactly be ascertained.


The shipments from America to the Central Relief Committee were consigned to the following ports:—



	To Belfast	1

	— Cork	13

	— Donegal	1

	— Dublin	7

	— Galway	3

	— Limerick	5

	 —Londonderry	4

	 — Sligo	1

	— Waterford	2

	— Liverpool	54

		91








Quantities and Money Value of the American Shipments.



	Shipped at	Tons.		Value.

	New York	4658	- - - -	£62,372	12	2

	Philadelphia	2052	- - - -	27,446	15	8

	New Orleans	453	- - - -	6,786	12	8

	Newark, New Jersey	410	- - - -	6,739	13	4

	Baltimore	361	- - - -	4,028	17	4

	Richmond, Virginia	252	- - - -	3,727	14	10

	Charleston	171	- - - -	1,650	15	2

	Alexandria, Virginia	126	- - - -	2,010	15	5

	New Orleans, Boston, &c, per W. Rathbone, Liverpool	1067	- - - -	15,551	4	0

	Ditto, U. S. Consul at Cork	220	- - - -	1,978	4	0

	Apalachicola, per ditto at Liverpool	37	- - - -	238	11	3

	Other ports in the United States	103	- - - -	1,288	15	3

	Port unknown, per Rawlins and Son, Liverpool	1	- - - -	26	16	6

		9911	tons.	£133,847	7	7










An account of the Food and Clothing received from the United States; the contents of each consignment; the names of the donors; the date of shipment; the ship by which they were sent, and the ports at which they were landed.


☞ The words corn and meal in the following table invariably mean Indian corn and Indian corn meal.




	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

		 		1847.		

	The Common Council of the City of New York.	1018	barrels meal	5 mo. 25	Macedonian, De Kay	Cork

	The Irish Relief Committee, New York, Myndert Van Schaick, Chairman.	4841	barrels meal	3 mo. 9	Victor, Clarke	Dublin

	230	half do. do.			

		12	barrels corn			

		72	bags corn			

		2	barrels rye flour			

		19	barrels biscuits			

		1	tierce rice			

		1	barrel beans			

		2	boxes arrowroot			

		4	bales hops			

		1	box dried fish			

		14	packages clothing			

		 				

		748	barrels meal	3 mo. 17	Fame, Miller	Limerick

		 				

		1822	barrels meal	3 mo. 18	Duncan, Gilchrist	Sligo

		1880	bushels corn			

		1	box clothing			

		 				

		2343	barrels meal	3 mo. 19	Boston, Torrey	Cork

		640	bushels corn			

		32	barrels bread stuffs			

		23	bags bread‐stuffs			

		2	packages sundries			

		 				

		2076	barrels meal	3 mo. 20	New Haven, Downes	Cork

		24	barrels flour			

		25	bushels corn			

		1	box clothing			

		 				

		620	barrels meal	3 mo. 23	Lisbon, Fisher	Liverpool

		80	barrels flour			

		70	bushels corn			

		 				

		600	barrels meal	3 mo. 24	Bavaria, Howe	Liverpool

		 				

		300	barrels meal	3 mo. 31	Europe, Furber	Liverpool

		 				

		2638	barrels meal	4 mo. 7	Express, Saunders	Dublin

		 				

		679	barrels meal	4 mo. 20	L’pool, Eldridge	Liverpool

		 				

		1617	barrels meal	5 mo. 13	Minerva, Parker	Cork

		 				

		792	barrels meal	5 mo. 13	Ann Maria, Dillon	Limerick

		 				

		4045	barrels meal	5 mo. 26	Malabar, Adams	Dublin

		411	bags rice.			

		 				

		1620	barrels meal	6 mo. 22	James, Cochrane	Limerick

		 				

		195	barrels meal	7 mo. 7	Thos. & William, Carr	Galway

		 				

		1138	barrels meal	7 mo. 24	Saone, Robinson	Galway

		21	bags meal			

		61	barrels barley			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

	The Irish Relief Committee, New York, Myndert Van Schaick, Chairman.	3	barrels buckwheat	7 mo. 24	Saone, Robinson	Galway

	763	barrels corn			

		1666	bags corn			

		4	tierces corn			

		3	boxes corn			

		40	boxes clothing			

		2	barrels rice			

		6	barrels pork			

		343	barrels flour			

		1	barrel beef			

		37	barrels peas			

		49	barrels beans			

		70	barrels wheat			

		14	bags wheat			

		10	barrels rye flour			

	 					

		54	barrels meal	8 mo. 28	Rochester, Otis	Liverpool

		180	barrels corn			

		86	bags corn			

		33	barrels rye flour			

		17	barrels barley			

		53	barrels flour			

		12	barrels pork			

		1	cask vinegar			

		5	packages clothing			

	 					

		70	barrels flour	9 mo. 7	P. Henry, Delano	Liverpool

		34	barrels meal			

		5	boxes barley			

		5	barrels wheat			

		51	barrels rye flour			

		3	barrels beans			

		1	barrel peas			

		14	packages clothing			

		179	barrels corn			

		2	barrels pork			

		8	barrels sundries			

	 					

		11	barrels corn	9 mo. 21	Queen of the West, Haller	Liverpool

		29	barrels flour			

		6	barrels barley			

		32	barrels beans			

		3	barrels pork			

		3	boxes clothing			

	 					

		94	barrels flour	11 mo. 6	NewWorld, Knight	Liverpool

		1	sack beans			

		7	barrels meal			

	 					

		1073	barrels meal	11 mo. 29	Ashburton, Howland	Liverpool

		1	box clothing			

	 					

		250	barrels meal	12 mo. 15	Sir Robert Peel, Chadwick	Liverpool

		1	box clothing			

				1848.		

		17	barrels corn	6 mo. 17	Andrew Foster, Howes	Liverpool

		23	barrels flour			

	 					

	Shipped by the Irish Relief Committee, New York, for the following, viz.—					

				1847.		

	Inhabitants of Williamsburgh, Long Island.	115	barrels meal	3 mo. 9	Victor, Clarke	Dublin

	25	packages sundries			

	J. & T. W. Johnston, Philadelphia.	72½	barrels meal			

	Workmen in the Drydocks, Brooklyn	120	barrels meal			

	Relief Committee, New Haven	170	barrels meal			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

	Shipped by the Irish Relief Committee, New York, for the following, viz.—					

				1847.		

	Inhabitants of Newburgh	80	barrels meal	3 mo. 31	Europe, Furber	Liverpool

	Inhabitants of Williamsburgh, L. I.	27	barrels meal			

	Various Donors	22	barrels meal			

		20	bags rye and corn			

	 					

	Inhabitants of Hicksville, Long Island	21	bags corn	4 mo. 7	Express, Saunders	Dublin

	Inhabitants of Glencove, Long Island	27	barrels meal			

		5	bags corn			

	Inhabitants of Goshen, N. Y.	93	bags corn			

	Various Donors	22	packages sundries			

		7	packages clothing			

	 					

	Odd Fellows’ Association, New York	15	barrels meal	5 mo. 13	Minerva, Parker	Cork

	 					

	Odd Fellows’ Association, New York	7	barrels meal	5 mo. 20	Malabar, Adams	Dublin

	Inhabitants of Norwich, Conn.	76	barrels meal			

	Inhabitants of Fort Plain, N. Y.	14	barrels meal			

	Inhabitants of Brookfield, Conn.	19	barrels rye flour			

		3	barrels corn			

	Inhabitants of Southbury, Conn.	5	barrels corn			

		2	barrels rye flour			

		1	barrel rye			

	Inhabitants of North Bradford, Conn.	8	bags rye			

		39	bags corn			

		4	boxes clothing			

	Inhabitants of Little Compton, Mass.	67	bags corn			

		1	box clothing			

	Inhabitants of Newark, N. J	39	barrels meat			

		2	boxes clothing			

	Inhabitants of Gilford County, N C.	22	bags corn			

	Inhabitants of Sag. Harbour, L. I.	38	barrels corn			

		36	bags corn			

	Church of Darien, Conn.	4	barrels clothing			

	Reformed Dutch Church, Stuyvesant.	21	bags corn			

	Sundry Donors	5	barrels corn			

		14	bags corn			

		3	barrels biscuit			

		2	barrels potatoes			

		1	bag flour			

		1	barrel oatmeal			

		1	box bacon			

		3	packages clothing			

	 					

	Inhabitants of Manlius, N. Y.	27	barrels meal	6 mo. 22	James, Cochrane	Limerick

	Inhabitants of Onondaga, N. Y.	206	barrels meal			

	Inhabitants of Oswego County, N. Y.	37	barrels flour			

		60	barrels corn			

		1	box clothing			

	Inhabitants of Oneida County, N. Y.	7	barrels corn			

	Inhabitants of Sherburne, Chenango Co.	39	bags corn			

	Various Donors	3	barrels corn			

		6	barrels barley meal			

		6	barrels oatmeal			

		2	barrels rye flour			

	 					

	Inhabitants of Ogdenburgh	388	bags corn	7 mo. 16	Free Trader, Hobbs	Cork

		321	barrels flour			

		14	barrels meal			

		17	barrels peas & beans			

		5	barrels oatmeal			

		7	barrels pork			

	Inhabitants of Burlington, N. J.	80	barrels meal			

		227	bags corn			

		8	casks corn			

		1	box clothing			

	J. Kennedy	1	barrel flour			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

	Shipped by the Irish Relief Committee, New York, for the following, viz.—					

				1847.		

	State of Ohio	15	barrels flour	8 mo. 9	Channing, Adams	Dublin

		8	barrels barley			

		35	barrels wheat			

		38	barrels rye			

		10	barrels beans			

		10	boxes clothing			

		1	barrel beef			

		143	barrels corn			

		188	barrels flour			

		887	bags corn			

	State of Michigan	1322	barrels flour			

	Various Donors	14	barrels corn			

		8	barrels barley			

		12	packages clothing			

	 					

	State of Michigan	150	barrels flour	8 mo. 28	Horatio, Richardson	Liverpool

	State of Ohio	123	barrels flour			

		383	bags corn			

	Inhabitants of Milwaukie, Wisconsin	156	barrels flour			

	 					

	Inhabitants of Rochester, N.Y.	353	barrels meal	8 mo. 28	Rochester, Otis	Liverpool

	State of Ohio	299	barrels meal			

		251	bags corn			

		99	barrels corn			

		69	barrels flour			

		1	barrel wheat			

		1	barrel beans			

		2	barrels pork			

		7	packages clothing			

	State of Michigan	28	barrels meal			

		821½	barrels flour			

		15	barrels corn			

		5	barrels wheat			

		10	barrels beans			

		8	barrels pork & beef			

		3	packages clothing			

	Inhabitants of Waterstown	82	barrels meal			

		1	box clothing			

	Inhabitants of Zanesville, Ohio	15	barrels meal			

		4	barrels corn			

		36	barrels beans			

	Inhabitants of Meadsville, Pensyl.	100	barrels rye flour			

	Inhabitants of Milwaukie, Wisconsin	52	barrels flour			

		1	box clothing			

	Inhabitants Richmond, Va	17	barrels flour			

		8	barrels corn			

		7	packages clothing			

	Various Donors	25	barrels flour			

		12	barrels corn			

		1	box clothing			

	 					

	Relief Committee of Albany, New York	36	barrels meal	9 mo. 7	Patrick Henry, Delano	Liverpool

	State of Ohio	2143	bushels corn			

		25	bushels of rye			

	Inhabitants of Rochester, N. Y.	197	barrels meal			

		13	barrels corn			

		26	barrels flour			

		2	barrels wheat			

		4	packages clothing.			

	Inhabitants of Burlington, N. J.	3	bags corn			

	 					

	State of Ohio	301	bags corn	9 mo. 21	Queen of the West, Haller	Liverpool

		1	barrel pork			

		6	barrels beef			

		5	tierces clothing			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

	Shipped by the Irish Relief Committee, New York, for the following, viz.—					

				1847.		

	Inhabitants of Seneca Co., N. Y.	167	bags corn	9 mo. 21	Queen of the West Haller	Liverpool

		1	barrel clothing			

	Inhabitants of Nile Michigan	209	barrels corn			

	Inhabitants of Floyd, Oneida Co., N. Y.	12	barrels meal			

	 					

	State of Ohio	41	barrels meal	10 mo. 14	Cambridge, Peabody	Liverpool

		19	bags corn			

		9	barrels corn			

	Inhabitants of Williamsburgh, L. I.	25	bags corn			

	Inhabitants of Otsego Co., N. Y.	1	box clothing			

	Inhabitants of Niles Michigan	2	barrels pork			

	 					

	The Society of Friends in New York, per Mahlon Day and David Sands.	287	barrels meal	3 mo. 9	Victor, Clarke	Dublin

		435	barrels meal	5 mo. 3	William T. Dugan Golder	Cork

		378	bushels corn			

		11	packages potatoes
and beans			

	 					

		114	barrels meal	6 mo. 21	James, Cochrane	Limerick

	 					

		88	barrels meal	7 mo. 7	Thos. and Wm., Carr	Galway

		45	bushels corn			

		3	barrels beans			

		22½	bushels rye			

	 					

		46	barrels flour	10 mo. 22	Constitution, Britton	Liverpool

		43	barrels corn			

		22	sacks corn			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Philadelphia, per W. J. Duane and others, W. C. Patterson, Chairman.	1743	barrels meal	3 mo. 30	St. George, Long	Cork

	575	bags peas			

	1555	barrels meal	4 mo. 2	Lydia Anne, Esling	Limerick

		1828	bushels peas			

	 					

		875	barrels meal	4 mo. 8	Adele, Reynegom	Donegal

		102	barrels flour			

		48	barrels beans			

		1	tierce beans			

		659	bags peas			

	 					

		1419	barrels meal	4 mo. 28	John Walsh, Ames	Londonderry

		65	bags meal			

		162	barrels flour			

		1530	bushels peas & beans			

		40	bags corn			

		23	bags wheat & rye			

		4	barrels bread			

		2	boxes arrowroot			

		4	barrels beef			

		4	packages clothing			

	 					

		1757	barrels meal	5 mo. 18	Ohio, Lewis	Dublin

		39	barrels corn			

		14	barrels wheat			

		33	barrels rye beans, &c.			

		373	barrels flour			

		58	bags corn			

		28	bags wheat			

		2	bags rye			

		120	bags peas and beans			

	 					

		602	barrels flour	6 mo. 26	Islam, Lofland	Galway

		1477	barrels meal			

		37	barrels rye flour			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

				1847.		

	The Irish Relief Committee, Philadelphia, per W. J. Duane and others, W. C. Patterson, Chairman	200	bags corn	6 mo. 26	Islam, Lofland	Galway

	1	keg rice			

	15	packages clothing			

	

		1000	barrels flour	7 mo. 29	Baracoa, Owen	Belfast

		1283	barrels meal			

		20	barrels rye meal			

		5	barrels beans			

		4	boxes sundries			

	

		824	barrels meal	9 mo. 15	Tar, Irvine	Liverpool

		120	barrels flour			

		56	barrels rye flour			

		12	bags beans			

		3	cases clothing			

		1	packages clothing			

				1848		

		9	boxes clothing	2 mo. 26	Saranak, Julius	Liverpool

				1847		

	The Society of Friends in Philadelphia, per Thomas Pim Cope and others.	1048	barrels meal	3 mo. 24	Monongahela, Julius	Liverpool

	40	barrels flour			

		5	barrels beans			

		414	bushels corn			

	

		500	barrels meal	4 mo. 30	Susquehanna, Meircken	Liverpool

	

		70	barrels corn	5 mo. 18	Ohio, Lewis	Dublin

	

		241	barrels flour	5 mo. 24	Wyoming, Miercken	Liverpool

		204	barrels meal			

		137	barrels corn			

		841	bags corn			

		135	bags barley			

		4	barrels wheat			

		4	barrels beef			

		50	barrels sundries			

	

		67	barrels meal	6 mo. 24	Saranak, Turley	Liverpool

		841	bags corn			

		215	barrels flour			

		24	bags wheat			

		1	bag dried peaches			

		1	barrel hominy			

		1	barrel kidney beans			

	

		141	barrels bread‐stuffs	8 mo. 24	Susquehanna, Dunlevy	Liverpool

		8	tierces bread‐stuffs			

		41	sacks bread‐stuffs			

		3	boxes clothing			

	

		115	barrels bread stuffs	10 mo. 5	Wyoming, Miercken	Liverpool

		100	sacks corn			

				1848.		

		55	sacks grain	1 mo. 28	Wyoming, Miercken	Liverpool

		58	barrels meal			

	

		40	barrels meal	2 mo. 24	Saranak, Julius	Liverpool

				1847.		

	The inhabitants of Woonsocket, Rhode Island, per Thomas P. Cope.	700	barrels meal	3 mo. 6	Martha and Mary, Beauvais	Liverpool

	The Sons of Temperance, Cincinnati, Ohio per Thomas P. Cope	160	barrels meal	3 mo. 30	St. George, Long	Cork

	

		23	barrels meal	6 mo. 24	Saranak, Turley	Liverpool

	

	Anderson, White and Lippencott, Philadelphia.	20	barrels meal	3 mo. 6	Martha and Mary, Beauvais	Liverpool

	Friends in Philadelphia, per James Martin, Thomas Ridgway and others.	200	barrels meal	3 mo. 30	St. George, Long	Cork

	10	barrels corn			

		50	bushels corn			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

				1847.		

	Friends in Philadelphia, per James Martin, Thomas Ridgway and others.	126½	barrels meal	4 mo. 6	Lydia Anne, Esling	Limerick

	16	barrels flour			

		3	bags corn			

	 					

		354	barrels meal	4 mo. 8	Adele, Reynegom	Donegal

	 					

		222	barrels meal	4 mo. 27	John Walsh, Ames	Londonderry

		5	barrels flour			

		27½	bags wheat			

		5	bags corn			

		1	bag beans			

		2	barrels pork			

		12	lbs dried beef			

	 					

		336	barrels meal	5 mo. 24	Wyoming, Meircken	Liverpool

	 					

		20	barrels flour	7 mo. 28	Baracoa, Owen	Belfast

		120	barrels meal			

		2	bags wheat			

		6	bags corn			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Baltimore, per Hugh Jenkins, Treasurer	289	barrels meal	3 mo. 13	Roanoke,	Liverpool

	9	barrels flour			

	 					

		260	barrels flour	4 mo. 9	Georgia, Otis	Liverpool

		761	barrels meal			

		540	bushels corn			

		1	barrel beans			

	 					

		674	barrels meal	5 mo. 29	William & Sarah, Surry	Waterford

		18	barrels flour			

		1526	bushels corn			

		2	packages clothing			

				1848.		

		51	barrels flour	2 mo. 24	Manchester,	Liverpool

		60	barrels meal			

				1847.		

	The Society of Friends in Baltimore, per R. H. Thomas.	350	barrels meal	3 mo. 13	Roanoke,	Liverpool

	108	bushels corn			

	 					

		80	barrels meal	5 mo. 3	Gannet, Ashton	Londonderry

		32	barrels flour			

		237	bushels corn			

		2	packages clothing			

	 					

		402	bushels corn	5 mo. 29	William & Sarah, Surry	Waterford

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Cincinnati, Ohio, W. W. Scarborough, Chairman; per Hewitt, Heran, and Co. New Orleans.	314	barrels flour	3 mo. 19	Envoy, Giffney	Londonderry

	279	barrels beans			

	21	packages beef & pork			

	 					

		200	barrels beans	3 mo. 29	Consuelo, Pepper	Cork

		250	barrels flour			

		240	barrels meal			

		2	tierces beans			

		29½	barrels pork			

	 					

		713	barrels meal	4 mo. 10	Tyrone, Butler	Liverpool

		59	barrels beans			

	 					

		265	barrels meal	4 mo. 23	Actæon, Daly	Liverpool

		22	barrels flour			

		3	barrels pork			

	 					

		361	barrels flour	5 mo. 6	Lima, Higgins	Cork

		598	barrels meal			

		16	barrels beans			

		6	barrels pork			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

				1847.		

	The Irish Relief Committee, Cincinatti, Ohio W. W. Scarborough, Chairman; per Hewitt, Heran, & Co. New Orleans, and per Goodhue & Co. New York	361	barrels meal	5 mo 10.	Laura, Snow	Liverpool

	1	barrel pork			

	

	600	barrels meal	5 mo. 19	Adams, Gay	Liverpool

		43	barrels beans			

	 					

		666	barrels meal	5 mo. 31	Commerce, Harris	Liverpool

	 					

		42	barrels corn	6 mo. 16	Charlemagne, Fales	Liverpool

	 					

		103	barrels corn	7 mo. 3	Republic, Bliven	Liverpool

	 					

		217	barrels meal	7 mo. 8	Condor, Whiting	Liverpool

	 					

		173	barrels corn	7 mo. 13	Amity, Bray	Liverpool

		2	boxes clothing			

	 					

		210	barrels meal	7 mo. 15	Hottinguer, Hursley	Liverpool

	 					

		325	barrels meal	8 mo. 7	Channing, Adams	Liverpool

	 					

		3	boxes clothing	11 mo. 4	Amoy, Russell	Liverpool

	 					

		51	barrels meal, for
Maria Edgworth	11 mo. 24	Roscius, Eldridge	Liverpool

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Charleston, per Jas. Adger, and others.	882	bushels corn	3 mo. 24	Pandora, White	Liverpool

	8	barrels flour			

		2	cases clothing			

	 					

		2424	bushels corn	4 mo. 21	Hudson, Pines	Liverpool

	 					

		3108	bushels corn & wht.	4 mo. 21	Romulus, Sangster	Liverpool

		96	barrels flour			

		5	tierces rice & corn			

	 					

		9	cases clothing	6 mo. 16	Jane Glassen, Fleck	Liverpool

		1	trunk clothing			

	 					

		4	boxes clothing	8 mo. 9	John Bromham, Roy	Liverpool

		1	case clothing			

	 					

	The Hibernian Society, Charleston	2	cases clothing	5 mo. 26	Jane, Potts	Liverpool

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Richmond, Virginia, W. H. Macfarland, Chairman.	2430	barrels meal	5 mo. 11	Bachelor, Horton	Dublin

	52	barrels flour			

		1	barrel rice			

		21	cases clothing			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Albany, N. Y. per Charles M. Jenkins, Chairman.	1500	barrels meal	4 mo. 29	Siddons, Cobb	Liverpool

	 					

		128	barrels flour	5 mo. 13	Ann Maria, Dillon	Limerick

		22	barrels corn			

	 					

		25	barrels meal	5 mo. 13	Minerva, Parker	Cork

		413	barrels corn			

		353	barrels flour			

		78	barrels beans			

		72	do. barley wht. &c.			

		24	barrels pork			

		7	packages sundries			

		28	packages clothing			

	 					

		136	barrels corn	5 mo. 26	Malabar, Adams	Dublin

		185½	barrels meal			

		2	barrels beans			

		9	cases clothing			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

				1847.		

	The Irish Relief Committee, Albany, N. Y., per Charles M. Jenkins, Chairman.	153½	barrels corn	6 mo. 22	James, Cochrane	Limerick

	50	barrels flour			

	 					

		170	barrels meal	7mo. 16	Free Trader, Hobbs	Cork

		180	bags corn			

	 					

	Irish Relief Committee, Brooklyn, New York per William M. Harris and others.	78	bushels corn	5 mo. 6	Patrick Henry, Delano	Liverpool

	300	barrels biscuit			

		18	bushels wheat, rye,
and beans			

		2	cases clothing			

	 					

		530	barrels meal	5 mo. 15	Ann Maria, Dillon	Limerick

		200	barrels biscuit			

	 					

		220	barrels meal	8 mo. 27	Patrick Henry, Delano	Liverpool

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Newark, New Jersey, per David L. Rogers, J. H. Stephens and others.	1051	barrels meal	3 mo. 31	Overmann, Mix.	Cork

	1052	bags meal			

	91	barrels flour			

		11	barrels corn			

		298	bags corn			

		19	barrels & bags beans			

		7	casks beef and hams			

		2	hams			

		6	packages clothing			

	 					

		17	barrels meal	For Scotland.		

		305	bags meal		

		1	barrel corn		

		1	bag beans		

		1	cask beans		

		3	barrels bacon		

		1	box clothing		

	 					

		280	barrels meal	4 mo. 27	Wm. T. Dugan, Golder	Cork

		850	bags meal			

		36	bushels corn			

		1	barrel rice			

		1	bag rice			

		127½	bushels corn			

		1	box clothing, for
Scotland			

	 					

	Shipped by the Irish Relief Committee of Newark, New Jersey, for the following:					

	Inhabitants of ElizabethTown, N. J.	100	barrels meal	4 mo. 27	Wm. T. Dugan, Golder	Cork

	Inhabitants of Sussex County, N. J.	90	barrels meal			

	Inhabitants of Hunterdon Co. N. J.	8	barrels meat			

	Inhabitants of Monmouth Co. N. J.	111	barrels meal			

		1	box clothing			

	Inhabitants of Somerset Co. N. J.	258	bags corn			

		15	barrels meal			

		2	barrels corn			

	Inhabitants of Readington, N. J.	77	bags corn			

	Inhabitants of Parsippany.	31	barrels corn			

	Inhabitants of Bergen Co. N. J.	50	barrels meal			

		82	barrels corn			

		3	barrel rye			

		1	barrel flour			

		1	bag corn			

	Inhabitants of Hackinsacle, N. J.	4	boxes clothing			

	Inhabitants of Princeton, N. J.	1	box clothing			

	Ladies of Wendham, N. J.	1	box clothing			

	Inhabitants of Burlington, N. J.	2	boxes clothing			

		3	bags seed potatoes			

		1	barrel seed potatoes			

		3	bags barley			

		1	barrel beans			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

	Shipped by the Irish Relief Committee of Newark, New Jersey, for the following:			1847.		

	Inhabitants of Monmouth Co. N. J.	103	barrels meal	4 mo. 27	Wm. T. Dugan, Golder	Cork

	Inhabitants of Hunterdon Co. N. J.	8	barrels meal	For Scotland		

	Inhabitants of Somerset Co. N. J.	22	bags meal		

	Inhabitants of Burlington, N. J.	3	barrels biscuit		

		3	barrels fish		

		1	barrel hams		

		4	barrels clothing		

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Alexandria, Virginia, per W. H. Fowle, and others.	2188	bushels corn	4 mo. 4	General Harrison, Smith	Cork

	42	barrels meal			

		4	barrels flour			

		5	bags rye			

		6	barrels peas & beans			

		122	barrels biscuit			

		40	bags biscuit			

		19½	barrels fish			

		1	box clothing			

	 					

		129	bags biscuit	4 mo. 7	Virginia, Reynolds	Londonderry

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Alexandria, Virginia, per Cater & Co. Liverpool.	50	bags corn	8 mo. 16	Lucy,	Liverpool

	2	barrels meal			

		1	barrel flour			

		1	box clothing			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Washington, consigned to the Mayor of Cork.	5209	British corn	4 mo. 4	General Harrison Smith	Cork

	200	barrels meal			

		1	tierce of corn			

		1	tierce peas			

	The Irish Relief Committee, Georgetown, Virginia, consigned to the Mayor of Cork.	307	barrels biscuits			

	2	barrels flour			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Zanesvllle, Muskingum Co., Ohio, John Metcalf, Chairman, per Leland, Adams & Co. New York.	117	barrels meal	8 mo. 7	Channing, Adams	Dublin

	

	15	barrels meal	8 mo. 13	Horatio, Richardson	Liverpool

	 					

		320	barrels meal	9 mo. 21	Queen of the West, Haller	Liverpool

				1848.		

		23	barrels meal	6 mo. 13	“A. Z.,” Moses	Liverpool

				1847.		

	The Irish Relief Committee, Louisville Kentucky, W. Richardson, Chairman, per Newbold and Craft, New York.	573	barrels meal	3 mo. 30	Bavaria, Howe	Liverpool

	100	barrels flour			

	100	barrels beans			

	 					

		508	barrels meal	5 mo. 15	Stephen Witney, Popham	Liverpool

	 					

		138	barrels meal	6 mo. 30	Wenham, Wylie	Liverpool

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Rochester, N.Y. per Silas Cornell.	182	barrels meal	3 mo. 31	Europe, Furber	Liverpool

	 					

		160	barrels meal	5 mo. 6	Patrick Henry, Delano	Liverpool

	 					

		54	barrels meal	6 mo. 	James, Cochrane	Limerick

		1	box clothing			

	 					

		85	barrels meal	10 mo. 2	Henry Clay, Nye	Liverpool

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Lexington, La Fayette Co. Ken., J. B. Clay, Chairman	275	barrels meal	3 mo. 31	Rainbow, Benjamin,	Liverpool

	 					

	Friends in New England, per Benjamin H. Warder.	175	barrels meal	4 mo. 30	John Walsh, Ames	Londonderry

	100	bags peas			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Lexington, Virginia, per J. W. Paine.	150	bags meal	5 mo. 11	Bachelor, Horton	Dublin

	342	barrels corn			

		8	packages bacon			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, LeRoy, Genessee Co. N. Y. per Clarke and Coleman.	100	barrels meal	4 mo. 13	Macedonian, De Kay	Cork







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

				1847.		

	The Irish Relief Committee, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, per Hussey and Murray.	125	barrels meal	5 mo. 3	Wm. T. Dugan, Golder	Cork

	The Irish Relief Committee, Utica, N. Y., per Mahlon Day and David Sands.	500	barrels meal	5 mo. 19	Macedonian, De Kay	Cork

	2	barrels meal			

		2	boxes clothing			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Madison, Indiana, per William Mure, New Orleans.	112	barrels meal	7 mo. 5	Sunbeam, Winsor	Liverpool

	

		95	barrels flour	7 mo. 12	Columbia, Rollins	Liverpool

		2	barrels pork			

		3	barrels beans			

	The Citizens of New Orleans, per William Mure.	25	sacks corn			

	25	barrels corn			

	 					

	The Citizens of Evansville, Indiana, per William Mure, New Orleans.	87	sacks corn	10 mo. 27	Amoy, Clarke	Liverpool

	30	barrels corn			

		2	barrels flour			

	 					

	Sundry places, as follows, per Anthony Barclay, British Consul, New York.					

	The Inhabitants of Port Hope, Canada West,	150	barrels meal	3 mo. 29	Suwarrow, Sleeper	Cork

	 					

	The Inhabitants of Cavan and South Monaghan, Canada West, per David Smart.	95	barrels meal	4 mo. 28	Affghan, Black	Liverpool

	 					

	The Inhabitants of Clarke, Canada West, per David Smart.	119	barrels meal	4 mo. 28	Affghan, Black	Liverpool

	 					

	The Inhabitants of Darlington, Canada West, per David Fisher.	152	barrels meal	4 mo. 28	Affghan, Black	Liverpool

	 					

	Purchased with the proceeds of collections made in the several Protestant Episcopal Churches in the Diocese of New York, per William de Lancey, D.D.	134	barrels meal	4 mo. 28	Affghan, Black	Liverpool

	 					

	Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of St. Ann’s Episcopal Church, Brooklyn, New York, per Thomas Messenger, Treasurer.	60	barrels meal	5 mo. 19	Macedonian, De Kay	Cork

	 					

	Odd Fellows’ association, New York, per William Cox.	300	barrels meal	5 mo. 19	Macedonian, De Kay	Cork

	 					

	Ladies of Spring Port, N. Y., per Hussey and Murray.	1	case clothing	5 mo. 19	Macedonian, De Kay	Cork

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Boston, per Wm. Rathbone, Liverpool.	1443	barrels meal		Reliance	Cork

	517	barrels rye meal			

		286	barrels rye flour			

		619	barrels corn			

		526	bags corn			

		23	bags rye			

		24	bags beans			

		4	bags wheat			

		2	bags barley			

		12	bags oats			

		82	barrels rye			

		29	barrels oatmeal			

		61	barrels beans			

		5	barrels wheat			

		1	barrel barley			

		1	barrel rice			

		3	barrels flour			

		2	barrels pork			

		1	barrel bacon			

		14	tierces oatmeal			

		3	tierces flour			

		1	tierces wheat			

		12	tierces corn			

		2	hhds. corn			

		1	half barrel pork			

		1	barrel beans			

		236	boxes clothing			

		5	crates clothing			

		1	tierce clothing			







	Place from which consignments were received and donors’ names.	Contents of each consignment.	Date of shipment.	Ship by which forwarded and Captain’s name.	Port where landed.

	The Irish Relief Committee, Boston, per Wm. Rathbone, Liverpool.	2	half barrels clothing		Reliance	Cork

	67	barrels clothing			

		2	barrels bread			

		2	bales clothing			

		2	boxes Indian corn			

		1	case clothing			

		7	half barrels rice			

	 					

		1847	barrels meal		Tartar	Cork

		251	barrels pork			

		931	bags corn			

		535	barrels corn			

		355	barrels biscuits			

		356	barrels beans			

		100	tierces rice			

		54	barrels rice			

		55	barrels flour			

		60	bags barley			

		2	barrels barley			

		1	tierce peas			

		1	barrel oats			

		2	bags rye			

		1	bag wheat			

		2½	barrels beans			

		1	tierce meal			

		1	barrel beef			

		25	barrels hallibut			

		27	cases clothing			

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, Portland, Maine, per Wm. Rathbone, Liverpool.	12	tierces rice		Macedonian, De Kay	Cork

	74	barrels meal			

		1	bag wheat			

		1	case clothing			

	 					

	The Citizens of Savannah and of the State of Georgia, per W. Rathbone, Liverpool	4090	bushels corn		Thames	Liverpool

	 					

	The Citizens of Arbour County, Alabama, per General Armstrong, U. S. Consul at Liverpool.	547	bags corn		Davenport	Dublin

	 					

	The Citizens of Apalachicola, per General Armstrong, U. S., Consul at Liverpool.	50	bags corn		Rothschild	Liverpool

	 					

	From Elihu Burrit, Liverpool.	16	barrels meal		Steamer Minerva	Cork

	 					

	The Irish Relief Committee, New Orleans, per J. Murphy, U. S. Consul at Cork,	743	bags corn		Consuelo	Cork

	770	bags corn, distributed
by J. Murphy himself.			

	 					

		3298	bags corn		Lima	Cork

		26	bags beans			

		35	bags wheat and rye			

		1520	bags corn, distributed
by J. Murphy himself			








The foregoing account has been compiled from the invoices and bills of landing received with the several consignments, and it is hoped will be found correct. The committee occasionally received advice of shipment from committees in the western States or inland towns, who had contributed towards the purchase of a part of a cargo; and also a full statement from the actual shippers. This sometimes caused a difficulty, and some errors may have resulted from it.










APPENDIX VIII.


RETURN OF FREIGHT PAID BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ON DONATIONS OF FOOD FROM AMERICA, FOR THE RELIEF OF THE POOR OF IRELAND AND SCOTLAND, IN THE YEARS 1847–8.

PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.


☞ The last column, which is not given in the parliamentary document, shows the amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, and on those shipments which, after arrival, were handed over to some of their Auxiliary Committees for distribution.




	PORT OF SHIPMENT.	PORT OF DELIVERY.	NAME OF THE VESSEL.	TO WHOM CONSIGNED.	AMOUNT OF FREIGHT	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

					£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	New York	Limerick	Fame	Committee of Society of Friends	311	4	5	311	4	5

	Philadelphia	Cork	St. George	ditto	1,128	15	0	1,128	15	0

	Boston	Cork	Tartar	Captain Forbes and Mr. Rathbone	1,585	15	0	1,585	15	0

	Alexandria	Cork	General Harrison	Mayor of Cork and Society of Friends	1,381	3	3	398	7	11

	Wilmington	Cork	Governor Thorpe	Mayor of Cork	74	10	0			

	New Orleans	Cork	Consuelo	American Consul and Society of Friends	946	18	6	427	4	8

	New York	Dublin	Victor	Committee of Society of Friends	2,912	9	11	2,912	9	11

	Philadelphia	Dublin	Alice Tarleton	Mr. Barry	310	7	7			

	Newark	Cork	Overmann	Committee of Society of Friends	888	9	4	888	9	4

	New York	Cork	Express	ditto	1,227	14	2	1,227	14	2

	Philadelphia	Dublin	Mary & Martha	ditto	340	4	0	340	4	0

				Carried forward £	11,107	11	2	9,220	4	5







	PORT OF SHIPMENT.	PORT OF DELIVERY.	NAME OF THE VESSEL.	TO WHOM CONSIGNED.	AMOUNT OF FREIGHT	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

					£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

				Brought forward	11,107	11	2	9,220	4	5

	Philadelphia	Limerick	Lydia Anne	Committee of Society of Friends	1,041	16	8	1,041	16	8

	New York	Sligo	Duncan	ditto	1,033	11	4	1,033	11	4

	Charleston	Belfast	Hudson	Several persons	270	13	1			

	New York	Cork	Suwarrow	Committee of Society of Friends	64	14	0	64	14	0

	Baltimore	Cork	Roanoke	Misses Cox	31	0	0			

	New York	Cork	William T. Dugan	Committee of Society of Friends	991	5	2	991	5	2

	Philadelphia	Dublin	Ohio	ditto	627	7	6	627	7	6

	New York	Limerick	Anna Maria	ditto	349	4	7	349	4	7

	Philadelphia	Sligo	Adele	ditto	826	0	8	826	0	8

	Wilmington	Belfast	Russia	Mr. Allen	33	15	8			

	Wilmington	Belfast	Russia	Mayor of Belfast	19	6	1			

	New Orleans	Cork	Lima	Committee or Society of Friends & American Consul	1,945	3	0	491	2	0

	Boston	Cork	Josephina	Mayor of Cork	2	14	0			

	Richmond	Dublin	Bachelor	Committee of Society of Friends	1,300	17	6	1,300	17	6

	New York	Dublin	Malabar	ditto	1,010	0	0	1,010	0	0

	Wilmington	Belfast	Russia	Mr. Allen	19	6	1			

	Boston	Cork	Reliance	Mr. Rathbone	856	14	2	856	14	2

	New Orleans	Cork	Lucy Wright	Mayor of Cork	1	15	10			

	Philadelphia	Galway	Islam	Committee of Society of Friends	506	8	3	506	8	3

	New York	Limerick	James	ditto	526	4	3	526	4	3

	Mobile	Belfast	Portland	Mayor of Belfast	46	12	8			

	Philadelphia	Cork	Devon	P. M‘Swiney	2	12	3			

				Carried forward £	22,614	13	11	18,845	10	6







	PORT OF SHIPMENT.	PORT OF DELIVERY.	NAME OF THE VESSEL.	TO WHOM CONSIGNED.	AMOUNT OF FREIGHT	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

					£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

				Brought forward	22,614	13	11	18,845	10	6

	New York	Cork	Free Trader	Committee of Society of Friends	218	9	8	218	9	8

	Toronto	Dublin	Georgiana	General Central Relief Commitee	916	3	6			

	New York	Galway	Thos. & William	Committee of Society of Friends	59	17	0	59	17	0

	New York	Dublin	Saone	ditto	799	16	0	799	16	0

	New York	Dublin	Channing	ditto	561	5	5	561	5	5

	Montreal	Dublin	Channing	General Central Relief Committee	10	10	0			

	Toronto	Dublin	Georgiana	ditto	418	15	6			

	Dublin	Georgiana	ditto	41	11	10			

	Mobile	Dublin	Champion	Irish Relief Association	100	19	2			

	Columbus

	Emigrant

	Alexandria	Londonderry	Virginia	Committee of Society of Friends	43	17	10	43	17	10

	New Orleans	Londonderry	Envoy	ditto	305	7	11	305	7	11

	Philadelphia	Londonderry	J. Walsh	ditto	1,201	19	4	1,201	19	4

	New York	Londonderry	Garnet	ditto	36	4	6	36	4	6

	New York	Waterford	Minerva	ditto	561	5	0	561	5	0

	Baltimore	Waterford	William & Sarah	ditto	247	2	3	247	2	3

	Montreal	Liverpool	Charles Richard	Irish Relief Association	580	17	6			

	Philadelphia	Belfast	Barrocoa	Committee of Society of Friends	580	2	2	580	2	2

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Lord Seaton	Dublin Parochial Association	40	4	5			

	Faside

				Carried forward £	29,339	2	11	23,460	17	7







	PORT OF SHIPMENT.	PORT OF DELIVERY.	NAME OF THE VESSEL.	TO WHOM CONSIGNED.	AMOUNT OF FREIGHT	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

					£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

				Brought forward	29,339	2	11	23,460	17	7

	Charleston	Liverpool	Jane Glassen	Mr. Allen	183	15	10			

	Newry, Sligo and Belfast

	Philadelphia	Liverpool	Susquehanna	Committee of Society of Friends	33	5	4	33	5	4

	New York	Liverpool	Condor	ditto	34	3	7	34	3	7

	Philadelphia	Liverpool	Saranak	ditto	148	4	2	148	4	2

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Sunbeam	ditto	31	18	6	31	18	6

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Columbia	ditto	39	0	0	39	0	0

	New York	Liverpool	Pottinger	ditto	38	11	9	38	11	9

	New York	Liverpool	Patrick Henry	ditto	23	2	0	23	2	0

	New York	Liverpool	Horatio	ditto	114	9	9	114	9	9

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Amity	ditto	55	1	4	55	1	4

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Charlemagne	ditto	13	4	7	13	4	7

	Charleston	Liverpool	Jane Glassen	ditto	5	14	3	5	14	3

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Republic	ditto	32	6	5	32	6	5

	Philadelphia	Liverpool	Wyoming	ditto	11	18	6	11	18	6

	New York	Liverpool	Queen of the West	ditto	100	0	4	100	0	4

	Philadelphia	Liverpool	Tar	ditto	79	18	7	79	18	7

	New York	Liverpool	Patrick Henry	ditto	126	19	8	126	19	8

	New York	Liverpool	Rochester	ditto	422	7	3	422	7	3

	New York	Liverpool	Henry Clay	ditto	6	13	10	6	13	10

	Savannah	Liverpool	Thames	ditto	328	0	7	328	0	7

				Carried forward £	31,167	19	2	25,105	18	0







	PORT OF SHIPMENT.	PORT OF DELIVERY.	NAME OF THE VESSEL.	TO WHOM CONSIGNED.	AMOUNT OF FREIGHT	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

					£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

				Brought forward	31,167	19	2	25,105	18	0

	New York	Liverpool	Bavaria	Committee of Society of Friends	504	11	7	504	11	7

	New York	Liverpool	Rainbow	ditto	103	5	5	103	5	5

	New York	Liverpool	Europe	ditto	245	16	2	245	16	2

	New York	Liverpool	Lisbon	ditto	283	16	0	283	16	0

	Baltimore	Liverpool	Roanoke	ditto	181	17	10	181	17	10

	Philadelphia	Liverpool	Monongahela	ditto	570	4	6	570	4	6

	Baltimore	Liverpool	Georgia	ditto	519	19	8	519	19	8

	Baltimore	Liverpool	Roanoke	This portion not known	143	3	8			

	New York	Liverpool	Liverpool	Committee of Society of Friends	106	18	10	106	18	10

	Charleston	Liverpool	Pandora	ditto	70	1	11	70	1	11

	Philadelphia	Liverpool	Susquehanna	ditto	105	0	0	105	0	0

	New York	Liverpool	Siddons	ditto	236	5	0	236	5	0

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Tyrone	ditto	324	4	10	324	4	10

	Savannah	Liverpool	Sherbroke	Not known	103	15	8			

	Charleston	Liverpool	Hudson	Committee of Society of Friends	204	2	2	204	2	2

	New York	Liverpool	Patrick Henry	ditto	70	18	8	70	18	8

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Laura	ditto	114	0	7	114	0	7

	Savannah	Liverpool	Peelsone	Received by Commisariat for gratuitous distribution	227	7	10			

	Philadelphia	Liverpool	Wyoming	Committee of Society of Friends	170	10	9	170	10	9

	New York	Liverpool	Stephen Whitney	ditto	73	6	10	73	6	10

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Actæon	ditto	120	12	8	120	12	8

				Carried forward £	35,647	19	9	29,111	11	5







	PORT OF SHIPMENT.	PORT OF DELIVERY.	NAME OF THE VESSEL.	TO WHOM CONSIGNED.	AMOUNT OF FREIGHT	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

					£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

				Brought forward	35,647	19	9	29,111	11	5

	Savannah	Liverpool	Stirling	Not known	17	3	11			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Adams	A portion received into Dublin depot, another by Society of Friends (by transhipment at Liverpool)	236	8	6	236	8	6

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Lucy Wright	The Mayor of Cork and the Highland Destitution Committee. A portion of this cargo was received into the Dublin depot (by transhipment at Liverpool).	82	10	3			

	Charleston	Liverpool	Romulus	Committee of Society of Friends, Dublin	253	17	1	253	17	1

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Commerce	ditto	207	5	11	207	5	11

	New York	Liverpool	Affghan	ditto	77	11	7	77	11	7

	New York	Liverpool	Wenham	ditto	25	7	2	25	7	2

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Carnatic	A quantity of Indian Corn per Carnatic was received into the Dublin depot (by transhipment at Liverpool.)	82	10	8			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Atlantic	The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, sent to the Highland Destitution Committee, Glasgow.	390	2	9			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Pentucket	Mr. Longhead, United States Consul, Londonderry.	130	16	11			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Lady Falkland	Rev. Dr. Foran, Waterford	39	7	6			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	United States	Most Rev. Dr. M‘Hale, Tuam	39	13	10			

				Carried forward £	37,230	15	10	29,912	1	8







	PORT OF SHIPMENT.	PORT OF DELIVERY.	NAME OF THE VESSEL.	TO WHOM CONSIGNED.	AMOUNT OF FREIGHT	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

					£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

				Brought forward	37,230	15	10	29,912	1	8

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Charlemagne	Rev. P. Murphy, Wexford	28	17	6			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Cairo	ditto	12	12	0			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Nicholas Biddle	A quantity of Indian corn, per “N. Biddle,” was received into the Dublin depot (by transhipment at Liverpool).	27	11	5			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	France	Various supplies, per France, were received into the Dublin depot (by transhipment at Liverpool)	77	16	11			

	New Orleans	Liverpool	Deucalion	Highland Destitution Committee, Glasgow	42	12	7			

	Mobile	Liverpool	Lancashire	Not known	25	16	4			

	New York	Cork	New Haven	Central Committee of Society of Friends, Dublin.	847	14	0	847	14	0

	New York	Cork	Boston	ditto	1,156	4	9	1,156	4	9

	Philadelphia	Liverpool	Monongahela	To the order of the Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin, and forwarded by their directions to Dundalk, Sligo, Londonderry, and Dublin	332	3	7			

	Savannah	Liverpool	John Bell	Glasgow Relief Committee	128	1	9			

	New York	Glasgow, and thence to the West Highlands	Cherokee	Highland Destitution Committee	525	8	4			

	Boston	Glasgow	Morea	Central Scottish Relief Board	1,289	13	5			

				Total £	41,725	8	5	31,916	0	5










FREIGHT PAID ON CORN TRANSHIPPED IN ENGLAND FOR REMOVAL TO IRELAND.



	PORT OF SHIPMENT.	PORT OF DELIVERY.	NAME OF THE VESSEL.	TO WHOM CONSIGNED.	AMOUNT OF FREIGHT	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

					£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	Liverpool	Ballina	Grace Wright	Committee of Society of Friends	91	0	0	91	0	0

	Liverpool	Belfast	Windsor	ditto	29	3	4	29	3	4

	Liverpool	Belmullet	Agnes	ditto	145	0	0	145	0	0

	Liverpool	Dublin	Leeds	ditto	84	6	7	84	6	7

	Liverpool	Dublin	Emerald	ditto	15	13	0	15	13	0

	Liverpool	Dublin	Royal William	ditto	2	12	6	2	12	6

	Liverpool	Dublin	Ballinasloe	ditto	98	8	9	98	8	9

	Liverpool	Ballina	Morris	ditto	94	10	1	94	10	1

	Liverpool	Clifden	Mark	ditto	60	18	6	60	18	6

	Liverpool	Dublin	Leeds	ditto	39	12	1	39	12	1

	Liverpool	Kilrush	Bessy and Jessie	ditto, and Sir R. J. Routh	76	1	6	76	1	6

	Liverpool	Sligo	Rose in June	Sir R. G. Booth	4	2	6			

	Liverpool	Waterford	William Penn	Committee of Society of Friends	45	8	10	45	8	10

	Liverpool	Waterford	William Penn	ditto	60	18	2	60	18	2

	Liverpool	Newry	Sea Nymph	ditto	42	8	9	42	8	9

	Liverpool	Dublin	Diamond	Sir R. J. Routh	37	16	8			

	Ballinasloe

	Liverpool	Dublin	Emerald	ditto	6	0	3	6	0	3

	Liverpool	Dublin	Duchess of Kent	ditto	14	7	7	14	7	7

		Total Amount of Freight from Port to Port in the United Kingdom	£948	9	1	906	9	11










RECAPITULATION.



		Amount of Freight.	Amount paid on the consignments to the Friends’ Central Relief Committee, &c.

	Total Amount of Freight from abroad on charitable supplies	£41,725	8	5	£31,916	0	5

		Ditto	from port to port in the United Kingdom, ditto	948	9	1	906	9	11

	Total	£42,673	17	6	£32,822	10	4

	

	Amount since received up to the 1st of Seventh‐month, 1848, for shipment per the following vessels:—

		New York	Liverpool	Cambridge	£6	19	4			

		New York	Liverpool	Constitution	8	14	10			

		New York	Liverpool	New World	8	2	0			

		New Orleans	Liverpool	Amoy	22	6	2			

		New York	Liverpool	Ashburton	84	14	2			

		New York	Liverpool	Roscius	4	0	3			

		New York	Liverpool	Sir Robert Peel	19	14	10			

		Philadelphia	Liverpool	Wyoming	11	9	2			

		Baltimore	Liverpool	Manchester	14	11	3			

		Philadelphia	Liverpool	Saranak	7	11	0			

		New York	Liverpool	Andrew Foster	4	4	0			

		New York	Liverpool	A. Z.	2	8	3			

		194	15	3

		Total			£33,017	5	7




The following Payments were made for repairs and stores supplied to the United States ships of war “Jamestown” and “Macedonian,” during
the time those ships were at Cork delivering cargoes of Provisions; no freight was charged for the provisions brought by these ships:—



	United States ship	“Jamestown”	£163	6	2

	Ditto	“Macedonian”	234	1	5













APPENDIX IX.

EMIGRATION AND REMITTANCES FROM EMIGRANTS.



Statement printed by order of Parliament, dated 4th of May, 1852; showing the Emigration from the United Kingdom during each of the ten years, from 1842 to 1851.



	PORT OF
EMBARKATION.	1842	1843

	United States.	British North
America.	Australian
Colonies.	All other places.	Total.	United States.	British North
America,	Australian
Colonies.	All other places.	Total.

	London	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	759	924	1,013	260	2956

	Liverpool	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	24,226	2,978	1,255	1,037	29,496

	Plymouth	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	769	235	. .	1,004

	Other places in England	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	597	2,129	. .	73	2,799

	Glasgow and Greenock	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	1,020	4,608	352	431	6,411

	Other places in Scotland	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	116	1,210	114	80	1,520

	Belfast	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	447	3,870	. .	. .	4,317

	Cork	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	614	509	. .	1,123

	Dunlin	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	818	. .	. .	818

	Londonderry	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	1,170	1,285	. .	2	2,455

	Limerick	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	955	. .	. .	955

	Sligo and outports	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	1,846	. .	. .	. .

	Waterford and New Ross	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	811	. .	. .	. .

	Other places in Ireland	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	. .	701	. .	. .	. .

	Total	63,852	54,123	8,534	1,835	128,344	28,335	23,516	3,478	1,883	57,212

		1844.	1845.

	London	522	568	1,142	71	2,303	1,251	688	234	217	2,390

	Liverpool	30,085	4,543	347	1,452	44,427	51,665	5,296	479	1,246	67,726

	Plymouth	19	402	92	5	518		661	79	55	795

	Other places in England	444	2,545	. .	20	3,009	539	2,710	. .	404	3,653

	Glasgow and Greenock	1,537	1,702	101	223	3,563	1,374	1,726	20	315	3,435

	Other places in Scotland	60	768	27	86	941	1	775	18	43	837

	Belfast	71	2,698	. .	16	2,785	479	2,861	. .	3	3,343

	Cork	61	1,185	520	. .	1,766	358	4,473	. .	. .	4,831

	Dublin	513	1,149	. .	. .	1,662	255	1,526	. .	12	1,793

	Londonderry	2,107	1,673	. .	. .	3,780	2,306	2,503	. .	. .	4,809

	Limerick	73	1,152	. .	. .	1,225	. .	2,575	. .	. .	2,575

	Sligo and outports	. .	1,784	. .	. .	1,784	. .	2,726	. .	. .	2,726

	Waterford and New Ross	. .	1,264	. .	. .	1,264	. .	1,242	. .	. .	1,242

	Other places in Ireland	168	1,491	. .	. .	1,659	310	2,041	. .	35	2,886

	Total	43,660	22,924	2,229	1,873	70,686	58,538	31,803	830	2,330	93,501







	PORT OF
EMBARKATION.	1846.	1847.

	United States.	British
North America.	Australian
Colonies.	All other places.	Total.	United States.	British North
America.	Australian
Colonies.	All other places.	Total.

	London	5,854	458	425	. .	6,737	9,684	1,844	1,255	168	12,951

	Liverpool	67,726	6,834	56	595	75,211	102,624	29,044	46	745	132,459

	Plymouth	. .	612	1,636	273	2,521	353	1,141	3,258	292	5,044

	Other places in England	432	1,894	90	726	3,142	1,209	2,179	24	32	3,444

	Glasgow and Greenock	1,150	1,356	60	257	2,823	3,769	3,277	335	205	7,586

	Other places in Scotland	7	547	10	40	604	13	942	31	4	1,030

	Belfast	881	2,674	. .	5	3,560	3,938	7,059	. .	1	10,998

	Cork	1,383	5,683	. .	. .	7,066	4,360	13,159	. .	. .	17,519

	Dublin	861	1,939	. .	. .	2,800	2,435	6,700	. .	. .	9,135

	Londonderry	. .	2,489	. .	. .	2,439	5,645	6,635	. .	. .	12,280

	Limerick	2,965	4,482	. .	. .	7,447	1,784	9,944	. .	. .	11,728

	Sligo and outports	226	5,480	. .	. .	5,706	1,035	10,165	. .	. .	11,200

	Waterford and New Ross	93	2,697	. .	. .	2,790	1,187	8,623	. .	. .	9,810

	Other places in Ireland	661	6,344	. .	. .	7,005	4,118	8,968	. .	. .	13,086

	Total	82,239	44,439	2,277	1,896	129,851	142,154	109,680	4,949	1,487	258,270

		1848	1849.

	London	12,373	1,152	15,919	3,294	32,738	14,225	927	16,600	4,801	36,553

	Liverpool	127,496	2,080	298	1,258	131,132	147,745,	4,630	673	854	153,902

	Plymouth	. .	996	7,314	195	8,505	101	1,171	14,106	505	15,883

	Other places in England	2,280	2,130	91	7	4,508	3,067	2,624	66	29	5,786

	Glasgow and Greenock	7,241	2,456	240	98	10,035	10,636	3,391	612	266	14,905

	Other places in Scotland	. .	1,399	42	29	1,470	3	2,056	134	29	2,222

	Belfast	6,800	1,930	. .	. .	8,730	7,134	2,516	. .	. .	9,650

	Cork	8,600	3,021	. .	6	11,627	7,846	1,869	. .	6	9,721

	Dublin	7,363	317	. .	. .	7,680	7,581	2,280	. .	. .	9,861

	Londonderry	5,888	1,188	. .	. .	7,076	6,846	969	. .	. .	7,815

	Limerick	2,777	6,623	. .	. .	9,400	3,825	7,729	. .	. .	11,554

	Sligo and outports	746	2,331	. .	. .	3,077	1,665	2,313	. .	. .	3,978

	Waterford and New Ross	1,021	2,429	. .	. .	3,450	2,119	5,025	. .	. .	7,144

	Other places in Ireland	5,648	3,013	. .	. .	8,661	6,657	3,867	. .	. .	10,524

	Total	188,233	31,065	23,904	4,887	248,089	219,450	41,367	32,191	6,490	299,498

		1850.	1851.

	London	10,522	1,087	8,305	5,336	25,250	17,370	1,162	9,865	2,870	31,267

	Liverpool	165,828	5,202	1,105	2,053	174,188	196,881	5,985	1,805	1,344	206,015

	Plymouth	207,	1,033	6,218	750	8,208	170	1,761	9,206	10	11,147

	Other places in England	3,776	2,830	31	329	6,966	3,654	2,767	115	5	6,541

	(Glasgow and Greenock	11,427	2,395	310	279	14,411	10,864	3,571	454	226	15,115

	Other places in Scotland	21	630	68	24	743	. .	3,429	87	15	3,531

	Belfast	4,135	1,735	. .	2	5,870	2,804	948	. .	. .	3,752

	Cork	6,026	2,071	. .	. .	8,099	7,753	4,709	. .	. .	12,462

	Dublin	5,838	1,530	. .	. .	7,368	7,777	1,302	. .	. .	9,079

	Londonderry	3,304	838	. .	. .	4,142	5,173	1,137	. .	. .	6,310

	Limerick	4,214	6,444	. .	. .	10,658	5,026	6,746	. .	. .	11,772

	Sligo and outports	1,009	1,393	. .	. .	2,402	2,182	1,272	. .	. .	3,454

	Waterford and New Ross	1,767	4,125	. .	. .	5,892	932	4,944	. .	2	5,878

	Other places In Ireland	5,004	1,648	. .	. .	6,652	6,771	2,872	. .	. .	9,643

	Total	223,078	32,961	16,037	8,773	280,849	267,357	12,605	21,532	4,472	335,966










Statement printed by order of Parliament, showing the amount of the remittances made by Emigrants, so far as can be ascertained:—



	During the Year	1848	. .	. .	. .	£460,180

	”	1849	. .	. .	. .	540,619

	”	1850	. .	. .	. .	957,087

	”	1851	. .	. .	. .	990,811




Note.—There are no documents in the office which will show the amounts remitted in any year prior to 1848.







Estimate of the number of Emigrants from Ireland to North America in each of the years from 1843 to 1851, assuming, on the authority of the Emigration Commissioners, that nine‐tenths of the emigrants from Liverpool, and one‐third of those from Glasgow, were Irish:—10



		United States	British North America	Total.

	1843	- - - -	23,761	- - - -	15,115	- - - -	38,876

	1844	- - - -	37,782	- - - -	17,052	- - - -	54,834

	1845	- - - -	50,665	- - - -	25,289	- - - -	75,954

	1846	- - - -	68,407	- - - -	38,341	- - - -	106,748

	1847	- - - -	118,122	- - - -	98,485	- - - -	216,607

	1848	- - - -	156,004	- - - -	23,543	- - - -	179,547

	1849	- - - -	180,189	- - - -	31,865	- - - -	212,054

	1850	- - - -	184,352	- - - -	25,264	- - - -	209,616

	1851	- - - -	219,232	- - - -	30,507	- - - -	249,739










APPENDIX X.

DISTRIBUTION OF SOUP IN DUBLIN.



Statement respecting the Soup‐shop in Charles‐street, Upper Ormond‐quay, Dublin.


This institution was opened on the 23rd of First‐month, 1847, and was under the care of a joint committee of men and women Friends, several of whom attended in rotation to superintend the delivery of the soup. It was capable of making 2,400 quarts per day. There were three wooden vats in which the soup was boiled by steam, each containing about 200 gallons; also an iron boiler of about 80 gallons. The distribution took place twice in the day, viz., from half‐past seven till nine in the morning, and from twelve till three in the afternoon. It was open for six days in every week.




The soup was sold at 1d. per quart, or with a piece of bread at 1½d.; and it was a satisfaction to the Committee to observe how desirous the poor were to avail themselves of the facility it afforded them, to procure a good and nutritious food at a moderate price. The Committee also disposed of the soup by tickets, which were sold at the same price to those who wished to distribute them gratuitously. The average distribution was about 1,000 quarts per day; but on some days there were more than 1,500 quarts distributed.






Report made to the Central Relief Committee, by the Sub‐committee appointed for the management of the Soup‐shop.


The Committee of the Charles‐street Soup‐shop, at the closing of the establishment, feel called upon to lay before the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends a statement of its operations since its commencement.


When the establishment was first opened, and for a considerable time afterwards, the quantity of soup sold averaged about 1000 quarts per day; but since the distribution of out‐door relief commenced, and from other causes, the demand has gradually diminished; and for some weeks past it has fallen off so much, that it does not appear desirable to keep the establishment open any longer at the present time.


The Committee are, however, of opinion that it may be necessary, when the Government measures of relief terminate, to open the premises again.


The Committee thought it advisable, in consequence of the prevalence of disease, to introduce the use of rice in a cooked state; accordingly, about the end of Third‐month, they commenced delivering it on two days in each week, which they afterwards increased to three days, and they are encouraged to hope that considerable benefit was derived from its use.



	The number of quarts of soup and rice sold for cash since the opening of the establishment has been	54,880

	The number of quarts delivered on tickets sold for gratuitous distribution has been	48,357

	Making the total number of quarts delivered	103,237





Signed, by direction of the committee,
Adam Woods.
Dublin, 22nd of Seventh‐month, 1847.









Statement of Accounts of the Charles‐street Soup‐shop.



	
	
		1847.	£	s.	d.

		Grant from the Central Relief Committee	200	0	0

		Second grant from ditto	100	0	0

		Donations received	35	6	0

		Soup and rice sold	559	12	11

		Bones sold	2	6	6

		Empty rice bags sold	0	6	6

		Provisions sold on closing the concern	4	0	9

		Utensils sold on closing the concern	15	12	6

	


	
	
		1847.	£	s.	d.

		Expenses of Outfit	140	14	10

			cwt.	qrs.	lbs.

		Meat	153	3	3½	289	19	6

		Peas	74	3	9	241	16	4

		Barley	47	2	6

		Oatmeal	43	1	5½

		Rice	60	3	12

		Sugar	10	0	24	36	12	1

		Salt	19	1	14

		Pepper, &c	1	3	11

		Bread, 5,975 loaves	112	13	1

		Coals, Candles, etc	22	19	10

		Rent	15	0	0

		Wages	48	3	0

		Incidental expenses	1	18	2

		Balance handed over to the Central Relief Committee	7	8	4

	



		£917	5	2		£917	5	2










APPENDIX XI.


Statement of provisions and boilers shipped from Liverpool to ports in the west of Ireland, in First and Second‐months, 1847, per the “Waterwitch,” “Albert,” and “Scourge” steamers, and two small sailing vessels.



	Places at which Provisions were Landed.	Indian Meal.	Rice.	Biscuits	Peas	Scotch Barley.	American Beef.	Tapioca.	Boilers.

		brls.	bags	sacks	sacks	bags	casks	casks	

	Dunfanaghy	90	240	143	84	13	20	—	1

	Arranmore and Templecrone	30	42	69	40	4	10	—	6

	Killybegs	50	263	195	220	4	30	26	10

	Donegal	—	70	—	—	—	—	—	1

	Sligo	—	50	—	—	—	—	—	—

	Killala	70	206	253	132	13	—	—	5

	Belmullet	110	340	200	100	18	—	7	5

	Newport (Mayo)	120	200	18	15	8	5	—	2

	Westport	100	255	30	67	8	10	—	2

	Clifden	100	75	—	100	—	—	—	—

		154	245	67	70	8	10	—	2

		824	1986	975	828	76	85	33	34










APPENDIX XII.

DOCUMENTS RESPECTING PROPOSITION TO AFFORD ASSISTANCE TO THE ELECTORAL DIVISION RELIEF COMMITTEES IN THE WESTERN COUNTIES.



Circular to Grantees respecting Labourers discharged from Public Works.


Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends,

26th of Third‐month, 1847.


The extensive reduction now in progress of labourers hitherto employed on the public works, has claimed the attention of this Committee.


It is apprehended that many who are dismissed will not immediately find means of procuring food, by wages earned elsewhere, and that the measures of relief provided under the Act 10 Vic. cap. 7, cannot in all cases be brought to bear so quickly as may be required.


In order to encourage and enable them to work on their own allotments of land, some immediate steps for supplying food under careful regulations, to the discharged labourers and their families, may be necessary; and it is earnestly urged on all who are engaged in measures of public relief, to endeavour to mitigate the increased suffering which may be expected, during the transition from old to new arrangements, with vigour and promptitude.


This Committee is desirous to encourage well‐directed efforts for this object, by renewing their grants on a scale proportioned to the means at their disposal, in cases where local funds are insufficient.


They would especially recommend those who have received from them grants of rice, for distribution in a cooked state, to be prompt and liberal in their disposal of it. Care must be taken, however, that none but the really destitute receive it gratuitously. In connexion with the treatment of diseases now so fearfully prevalent, and the preservation of the health of those who have heretofore been insufficiently supplied with food, or consuming unwholesome kinds, it is strongly urged on all who provide food for the poor, to consider whether they can serve them more effectually than by promoting the consumption of properly cooked rice.


In offering additional grants of money and food, where they may be thus required, it is to be clearly understood:—


1st. That persons applying for renewed assistance should furnish proof of former supplies having been faithfully and judiciously distributed; and,




2ndly. That there are not available local resources to meet the exigency.


It is proper to state that this Committee has been chiefly prompted to make this offer of co‐operation and help, in the present emergency, in consideration of considerable additional means being now entrusted to them by their friends in America, and through the munificence of the citizens at large in many parts of the United States; for whose seasonable assistance, under Divine Providence, it will doubtless be felt that the grateful acknowledgments of the suffering poor of Ireland are eminently due.



(Signed) By order of the Committee,

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim.




Secretaries.








First minute of the Central Relief Committee, respecting the proposition to afford some assistance in the western counties, to the Committees appointed under the Temporary Relief Act.


3rd of 4th Month, 1847.


This meeting of the Committee has been summoned specially in consequence of a letter received this morning from James Perry and Jonathan Pim, dated Newport, 1st inst., proposing some measures connected with affording immediate assistance to the new relief committees, pending the transition from old to new arrangements.


It is agreed that Edward Barrington and Joseph Bewley endeavour to obtain an interview with Sir John F. Burgoyne to‐day; and that, if he see no objection, a circular letter, now drawn up, requesting information as to the number of persons requiring relief, and the probable cost of supplying such relief, be addressed to the Government Inspecting Officers of the Unions in the western counties, with the least possible delay.






First Circular of the Central Relief Committee addressed to the Government Inspecting Officers.


3rd of Fourth‐month, 1847.


As some delay may probably arise in the new relief committees commencing their operations, it becomes a question whether some means should not be adopted to stimulate them to immediate action, in administering relief to all the destitute poor comprised



under the heads Nos. 1, 2, and 3, in page 2, part 4, of the printed instructions issued by the Commissioners. May we trouble thee to furnish us with a statement of the population in each of the electoral divisions comprised in the Union under thy care; together with an estimate of the number requiring relief, and the probable cost of supplying such relief for the first fortnight. Upon receipt of this information, this Committee will be prepared to consider whether they can undertake, and on what conditions, to offer assistance, provided the distribution of such relief shall be immediately commenced. Soliciting the favor of an early reply, &c.,



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.




To _______________

Government Inspecting Officer,
____________ Union.








Circular of the Relief Commissioners which accompanied the foregoing.


Relief Commission Office,

Dublin Castle, 3rd of April, 1847.


Sir,—The Relief Commissioners draw your immediate attention to the inquiry in the annexed circular, from the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends; and they request that no time may be lost in supplying the Committee with the information desired.



(Signed) By order of the Relief Commissioners,
W. Stanley, Secretary.




To the Government Inspecting Officer of each Union in the Counties of Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Mayo, Galway,
Clare, Limerick, Kerry and Cork.








Extracts from a letter addressed by the Central Relief Committee to Sir John Fox Burgoyne, Chairman of the Relief Commission.


5th of Fourth‐month, 1847.


The anxious attention of this Committee has been claimed by the present position of the Government relief measures.


It appears almost certain that whilst the new arrangements required to give effect to the provisions of the Act 10 Vic.



chap. 7, are being matured, extreme suffering will take place in many districts, unless an early and vigorous effort be made to arrest it.


Our attention has been specially called to this subject by the report of two of our members, who proceeded about ten days since on a tour of inspection into the counties of Galway and Mayo. They particularly advert to the state of the Unions to which Clifden and Westport belong, having in each place been in communication with the Government Inspecting Officers, and the result of their investigation has been such as to convince them that, even with a full disposition on the part of the new committees to carry out diligently the provisions of the Act, it cannot be brought into effective action for some weeks; and that there is consequently an absolute necessity in those places for present help from some other source. They have accordingly undertaken, on behalf of this Committee, to furnish such help, by supplies of money or food to a considerable amount, upon condition of an equal amount being provided from local resources, and in the hope that the Government will so far co‐operate with them as to assume a part of the burden.


There can be no doubt that the condition of many other places, presents as strong claims for assistance during the trying period of transition from old to new measures.


It has therefore become a subject of serious consideration to this Committee, whether a more useful appropriation of the funds intrusted to them is likely to be made, than by affording assistance during the few weeks which must elapse pending the arrangements for bringing the Temporary Relief Act into operation, to such of the new Relief Committees in the west as shall apply themselves energetically, under the direction of the Government Inspecting Officers, to carrying out measures of relief, to an extent commensurate with the wants of the respective districts; making it a condition in all cases that local resources shall also be liberally dealt out.


It is questionable, however, whether the means at our command, though considerably augmented by supplies recently received from America, will not fall greatly short of what may be required in this exigency. We would therefore respectfully submit to thee, whether the case is not such as to warrant an expenditure on the part of the Government, to an amount at least equal to that which we may undertake.


We are aware that difficulties attend all such arrangements; and that no inconsiderable one may, in the present instance, arise from the danger of encouraging a disposition already too prevalent, to shrink from the burdens which fairly appertain to the possession of property, by retarding the machinery of taxation, but we conceive this may in some measure be guarded against, by strictly limiting the period for which assistance



may be offered, to that really required for maturing the new measures.


In submitting these views to thy consideration, we do not venture to say that the way is clearly seen by this Committee to act on them to the full extent. We are engaged in some enquiries, on which to found an estimate of the amount of expenditure they might involve, and shall not for some days be prepared to decide on the course to be pursued; but seeing the necessity for prompt action, if anything is to be done, we trust we shall be excused for laying the subject before thee in its present crude state.



(Signed) For Jonathan Pim, and self, Secretaries.
Joseph Bewley.




To Sir John Fox Burgoyne,

Chairman of the Relief Commission,

Dublin Castle.








Reply to the foregoing.


Relief Commission Office,

Castle of Dublin, 13th of April, 1847.


In replying to your letter of the 5th instant, I feel it a duty to commence, by notifying my high sense of the meritorious exertions of the association with which you are so zealously acting in the cause of charity, under the heavy affliction that has befallen this country; and I regret exceedingly that this Commission cannot co‐operate with you in the manner you desire; that is, by a direct recommendation to the Treasury to add donations in aid of sums which you wish to appropriate to relief, pending the preparation of the measures under the Act of 10th Vic. cap. 7.


Under the very heavy pressure that will be upon Government for advances for relief in Ireland, we consider it a duty to restrain the principles by which we are to be induced to recommend grants in aid to the most confined limits, leaving it to the Treasury to relax, if their lordships shall see fit.


Under this view, one of our first determinations, in the consideration of that part of our duties, was not to recommend such aid in conjunction with funds collected by general associations. There are many reasons why we consider that the contributions of Government towards the general object, supposing that it does not influence the gross aggregate amount so appropriated, could be disposed of to more effect.


I am aware that your present application refers to a temporary, and perhaps it may be deemed a solitary occasion; but we would



not willingly deviate from our principle, even for the very desirable object you have at present in view.



(Signed) J. F. Burgoyne.




Joseph Bewley, Esq.








Second Minute of the Central Relief Committee, relinquishing proposed plan.


15th of Fourth‐month, 1847.


The secretaries report that several replies have been received to the circular letter addressed, through the office of the Relief Commissioners, to the Inspecting Officers of the various unions in Connaught, and in the counties of Donegal, Cork, Limerick, Clare, and Kerry; giving information, more or less complete, as to the wants of the electoral districts under their care, and the probable cost of supplying relief for a fortnight. They also report that the following letter was received from Sir John F. Burgoyne, in reply to their letter to him, dated 5th inst. [See his letter as given above.]


As it appears from this letter, that the Commissioners do not feel it right to second the proposed plan, by recommending grants from Government in addition to ours; and as the amount apparently required is so large as to be quite beyond our means, it is decided, on full consideration, that it is necessary to relinquish the plan proposed; and in order to notify our decision to the several Unions, it is agreed that the following circular be addressed to the several inspectors to whom our former circular was sent.






Second Circular of the Central Relief Committee to the Government Inspecting Officers.


16th of Fourth‐month, 1847.


We are directed to acknowledge the prompt and kind attention to our inquiries of the Government Inspecting Officers of the Unions, to whom our circular of the 3rd instant was forwarded through the office of the Relief Commissioners.


The returns thus obtained exhibit an amount of destitution quite beyond the means of this Committee efficiently to relieve; and we regret to state that the difficulties in attaining the proposed object prove to be insurmountable; and that we have reluctantly to abandon the hope we ventured to entertain, of offering such assistance as might induce the new relief committees to employ



the funds now at their command, or such other funds as they might be enabled to raise, in carrying out a prompt and comprehensive system of relief, during the interval required for bringing into full action the measures provided by the act 10 Vic. chap. 7.


May we request that thou wilt kindly make known this decision to any committee which may have had before it the above‐mentioned circular. We would, at the same time, express our earnest hope that there may be a general and vigorous effort to accelerate the new relief measures, without which, it is to be feared, all the endeavours of individuals and of associated bodies will prove insufficient to save multitudes of the destitute from starvation.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.





To the Government Inspecting Officer of each Union in the Counties of Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Mayo, Galway, Clare, Limerick, Kerry, and Cork.








Minute of the Central Relief Committee, respecting the proposed plan for employing the agency of the Government Inspecting Officers, in the distribution of assistance, pending the coming into operation of the Temporary Relief Act; and also respecting the promotion of industrial employment.


9th of Fourth‐month, 1847.


At a meeting of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in Dublin, attended by deputations from England, and from the auxiliary committees of Limerick, Waterford, and Clonmel, held on the 7th, and continued by adjournments to the 15th of Fourth‐month, 1847.


A general statement of the resources placed at the disposal of the Committees in London and Dublin, and of the expenditure already incurred, has been laid before this meeting; by which it appears that although about £25,000 have been expended, there still remains unappropriated, in money and provisions, an amount exceeding £50,000.


In this estimate is included the value of a considerable portion, still undisposed of, of the shipments, made to the West of Ireland in the early part of this year; as well as that of four cargoes of provisions loaded at New York, and now on the voyage to Ireland, which have been consigned to the care of the Central Relief Committee by the citizens of New York.




This meeting has had under its serious consideration the best means to be adopted for the immediate and prospective application of the funds and provisions thus remaining unapplied.


It appears to this meeting, that the ensuing three or four weeks are likely to be a period of very peculiar pressure on various accounts; particularly the recent reduction of the number of labourers employed on the relief works, and the cessation of action in many cases of the relief committees under the late system: whilst it is apprehended that some weeks must elapse, before the arrangements made for the general relief of the destitute, by an act of the present session, can be brought into full operation. We are therefore very decidedly of the judgment, that it is of great importance to adopt the most prompt, energetic, and liberal measures, for the purpose of alleviating, as far as possible, the distress which must prevail during the period referred to.


With this view, the meeting has been engaged in considering a plan, in reference to which some preliminary enquiries and arrangements have been lately made, for employing the agency of the Government Inspectors and the new relief committees, in the most distressed districts; for the purpose of securing the supply of a sufficient quantity of food to all the destitute in those districts during the next few weeks. And we are of opinion, that if a due regard be had to the encouragement of local efforts, and if such checks as may be devised for the prevention of abuse be adopted, such agency may be very advantageously and effectively made use of.


Notwithstanding the allusion which has been made to the new relief act, which is to be brought into general operation within a short period, this meeting is very far from apprehending that the occasion for our continued and active efforts will be soon at an end; as we cannot but anticipate that, by reason of the delays which will probably occur in many localities, and of the imperfections almost necessarily incident to so extensive and complicated a measure, on its first introduction, as well as from other causes, very numerous cases of destitution will still remain, which will present a continued claim on the liberality of this Committee.


The notice of the meeting has been called to the extreme want of proper clothing which prevails amongst the labourers, in some of the districts which have been visited by those who are now present; and considering the very important bearing which a supply of the necessary clothing has upon the preservation of life and health, we think that a portion of the funds may be legitimately and properly applied to this object.


We have been painfully affected by the accounts received of the circumstances of distress into which many small tradesmen and artizans have fallen, in consequence of the almost entire suspension of their general occupations, arising from the general



impoverishment of the country; and although cases of this kind appear to call for more than a common degree of circumspection in the administration of relief, we think that many instances may occur in which some assistance to persons in these classes may be very properly given.


We also consider that many children, who have recently become orphans by the extended prevalence of famine and disease, have a very peculiar claim upon our sympathy and care; and it is obvious that from the wide‐spread existence of extreme weakness and disease, there will be numerous calls for the exercise of pecuniary aid towards this class of the community.


In connection with the present calamities of Ireland, this meeting has also had its attention turned to the consideration of several important subjects connected with the social interests of the country, amongst which may be mentioned the improvement of the fisheries; the encouragement of the cultivation of flax, and of the domestic manufacture of articles adapted for the use of the peasantry; and the promotion of the industrial education of the young, particularly of the large numbers of children assembled in the union poorhouses.


But whilst all these objects appear to the meeting to be of great importance to the well‐being of Ireland, and to be highly deserving of support and encouragement; we are nevertheless of the judgment that, so long as serious demands remain unsatisfied in connexion with the great and primary object for which the funds at our disposal have been raised, namely, that of feeding the hungry and clothing the naked who are suffering under the effects of the present visitation; we should not be justified, except with a view to the immediate promotion of that object, in furnishing pecuniary aid to measures of a more general character, however great may be their interest and importance.








APPENDIX XIII.

ARRANGEMENT WITH COMMISSARIAT.



Minutes of the Central Relief Committee respecting arrangements with the Commissariat.



15th of Fourth‐month, 1847.


The secretaries report that they have had communication with Sir Randolph J. Routh, Commissary‐general, respecting arrangements for storing the supplies which are expected from



America, with permission to give orders on the various commissariat depots throughout the country; but that the arrangements are not yet fully completed. They expect to report next week as to their completion. Pending the final arrangements, Sir Randolph J. Routh has authorized us to give orders on the various depots throughout the country.





22nd of Fourth‐month, 1847.


The secretaries report that a full understanding exists with the Government respecting the storage of the supplies from America; but that it has not yet been reduced to writing. Meanwhile, the Commissariat Department have taken charge of all the shipments yet received, with the exception of the cargo of the “New Haven,” which has been retained by the auxiliary committee at Cork.








The following letter from Sir C. E. Trevelyan, Assistant‐Secretary to the Treasury, addressed to Sir Randolph J. Routh, Commissary‐general, was afterwards sent to the Committee by the latter, as embodying the terms of arrangement respecting provisions transferred to the Commissariat.


Treasury, 6th of April, 1847.


I now proceed to answer your letters dated 30th and 31st of March, and 1st and 3rd of April. The proposals made by Mr. Bewley, the secretary to the Committee of Friends in Dublin, have been fully considered; and there is no objection to an arrangement being entered into with the Government, in reference to the charitable supplies expected from America, similar to that agreed upon between the British Relief Association and the Treasury.


The footing on which the arrangement would stand would be as follows:—


1st. The supplies to be transferred to the Commissariat as they arrive, and to be placed in depot at such places as the officers of the Government may think proper.


2nd. The freight and other charges of conveyance from America, and all subsequent charges up to the period of the provisions being issued from the depots, to be defrayed by the Government.


3rd. The Committee of Friends, or other consignees of the American charitable supplies, to be credited by us with the value of the supplies, at the current market price of the port at which the transfer takes place.


4th. The Committee of Friends, or other consignees, to have



issues made to them, on their requisition, of any of the supplies contained in any of the depots under the management of the Commissariat, to the aggregate amount credited to them under the preceding paragraph; the prices charged on the issues from the depots being the same as those at which the different articles deposited by the Friends have been credited to them; and for any other articles, those fixed from time to time for all sales made from the depots.


5th. New depots to be established at the request of the Committee of Friends, or other consignees, as far as circumstances will admit.


You are authorized to communicate these proposed arrangements to the Committee of Friends, and if they agree to them, you can proceed to act upon them at once.



(Signed) C. E. Trevelyan.




Sir R. J. Routh, Castle, Dublin.










APPENDIX XIV

DOCUMENTS RESPECTING PROPOSITION TO RESUME DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD IN THE WINTER OF 1847–48.



Circular addressed by the Central Relief Committee to Correspondents in the Country respecting the re‐establishment of soup‐kitchens.


29th of First‐month, 1848.


The Committee have received from various parts of the country accounts of increasing distress; and they are desirous of ascertaining whether there exists any intention, at the present time, of granting extended relief by the re‐establishment of soup‐kitchens in thy neighbourhood, and whether in thy opinion such a course would be attended with beneficial results. The Committee would feel much obliged if thou could favour them with a reply, before their next meeting, which is summoned for the 3rd of next month.



(Signed)

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.








Extracts from replies.



Galway, 1st of February, 1818.


I do not think that any one here has thought of the re‐establishment of soup‐kitchens, or would wish to see the extended



relief, which certainly is wanting, afforded in such a way. I confess I am not myself prepared to say I would approve of them. Some good results would undoubtedly follow, but many evils would as unquestionably be produced, and the evil I think preponderates.





Galway, 1st of February, 1848.


In reply to your favour of 29th instant, we beg to say that we have made enquiry, but find that there is no chance of extended relief being granted by the re‐establishment of soup‐kitchens.





Roscommon, 31st of January, 1848.


The few landed proprietors who resided on their properties here have left us. I apprehend their means are very limited, from their not being able to get their rents; and I fear the cause of their leaving would prevent that sympathy and assistance we should otherwise expect from them for our starving poor. The persons who reside in town are nearly all depending on business; and from the great falling off in trade, with what they daily give to alleviate distress, I fear little if any subscriptions could be had to forward a soup‐kitchen.





Castlebar, 31st of January, 1848.


It is my decided opinion, that there does not at present exist any necessity for re‐establishing soup‐kitchens in this neighbourhood.





Ballina, 31st of January, 1848.


In answer to your application of the 29th instant, I beg to say that up to the present time there is no intention of granting extended relief by means of soup‐kitchens; and that, from experience, I do not think that relief afforded through that medium is judicious. The more people are employed the better; so that they cannot eat the bread of idleness, which bread they would gladly eat if they could.





Westport, 31st of January, 1848.


I lose no time in replying to your letter of the 29th, and I regret to be obliged to confirm the reports which you have received of the increasing distress; and I fear, from the impoverished condition of the better classes of society, who have



hitherto done so much for the poor, that in the ensuing season little can be expected from them. The most destitute are now relieved in food by the guardians, but these poor people are sadly in want of clothing and bedding; as are also those of a class somewhat above them, who, being holders of more than a quarter of an acre of land, are debarred from relief under the Poor‐law Act. Something ought to be done for these poor people; but I fear you will find little co‐operation from the few resident gentry in this union.





Donegal, 31st of January, 1848.


Soup‐kitchens in some localities may become quite necessary, if means can be got to set them going; but unless we can do more, the feeding the people thus is, I fear, only like giving the criminal a “long day;” and while I quite appreciate the benevolence which suggests the soup‐relief, and hold myself ready to aid in it when needful, I must urge upon every one who has any influence whatever, to strive and push unceasingly to set in more active motion every means that may conduce to the legitimate employment of the people. I mean such employment as a capitalist would be justified in embarking his means in; and, first and chiefly, agricultural employment.








Letters from the Auxiliary Committees to the Central Relief Committee, in reference to the same subject.



Cork, 31st of First‐month, 1848.


We have your letter of the 28th. The soup‐kitchens established last year are now very generally out of use; having ceased to be worked by private individuals on the commencement of operations under theTemporary Relief Act. On the expiration of that act, the extended poor‐law having made provision for the destitute, it was considered that the continuance of soup‐kitchens, except in very peculiar cases, would not be of service to the poor; as it was feared they would induce persons who were suitable objects for the workhouses to remain out.


Persons holding over a quarter of an acre of ground, with several other denominations of poor, whom the stringency of the law excludes from relief, are those by whom distress is now most severely felt. Our committee have had under consideration whether these classes would be best relieved through the means of soup‐kitchens, or our present system of grants; and we do not feel warranted in recommending a return to the former.


Our grants are for various purposes, almost all having in view to counteract the idleness which the public relief system of last



year encouraged. They are nearly all (those for the relief of the sick excepted) for some species of employment, knitting, spinning, weaving, fishing, repairing landing places for fishermen, preparing lots of ground of ten to twenty acres for crops, (hereafter to be divided amongst them) improving their dwellings and villages, repairing foot‐paths, covering old burial‐grounds with mould, tilling ditches at the road‐side, with many other works sought out merely to give support through employment.


We may add, that where the boiler system has been continued, for instance, in the island of Valencia, where it is at present well worked, and supports 620 persons per day, at the cost of a barrel of meal, all contributions have fallen off except the aid given by the Knight of Kerry and the grants of this committee. We fear, therefore, we should have little help in renewing or supporting them again.


Clothing is amongst the greatest wants of our poor, and we think that any funds applicable to that purpose could now be well employed in purchasing coarse Irish manufactures in our district, particularly the west of the county of Cork and the county of Kerry; which might be made up here, or granted in the piece to persons who would undertake to have them made up and judiciously distributed.



(Signed)

	Joshua Beale,

	Ebenezer Pike,




Secretaries.







Waterford, 26th of First‐month, 1848.


We may state that we are not aware of any of the boilers given last year being in use, or of any soup having been given out for several months past. Our committee has refrained from making any grants of food, except in a few cases for the sick and those recovering from sickness. We considered that the really destitute should be induced to avail themselves of the public relief administered by the poor‐law guardians; but that the class who still possess some little means, and are struggling to support themselves, and to maintain their independence, are objects of much sympathy, and claim peculiar care. It was therefore determined, as our funds were much reduced, to confine our grants principally to assisting these; and we considered the best mode of doing so would be by supplying good warm clothing, principally flannel and shoes, at half price. This plan has answered exceedingly well.



(Signed)

	Joshua W. Strangman,

	Thomas W. Jacob,




Secretaries.









Limerick, 2nd of Second‐month, 1848.


We believe few if any of the boilers issued by this committee are in use; nor are we aware of more than one or two soup‐kitchens being in operation in our district. We do not think a necessity exists for re‐opening that in Limerick. We believe it would not only interfere with the legal relief, but would be likely to lead to a useless expenditure of funds; and we are of opinion that the parties to be relieved are much more efficiently assisted by the course we are at present pursuing.



(Signed)

	Isaac W. Unthank,

	James Alexander,




Secretaries.







Clonmel, 2nd of Second‐month, 1848.


Our Committee met on the 30th, and in reference to yours of the 28th desire us to say, that we are unitedly of the judgment that it is not desirable to promote the re‐opening of soup‐kitchens in this district at present. It would appear that measures are being adopted to extend the provisions of the new poor law, to meet any decided cases of destitution.



(Signed)

	Benjamin Grubb,

	Robert Davis,




Secretaries.










Minute of Central Relief Committee, deciding not to re‐establish Soup Kitchens.


3rd of Second‐month, 1848.


Several replies to our circulars, ordered by minute of last meeting have now been read. None of them recommend the re‐establishment of soup‐kitchens; and our own opinion coincides with the information thus afforded us.






Minute of the Central Relief Committee, resolving that their future operations should be as far as possible for the promotion of industry.


11th of Fifth‐month, 1848.


A conference was held here on the evening of the 6th inst., and attended by a considerable number of our friends from various parts of Munster, then in town; in which much information was mutually imparted respecting the past and present operations of this Committee and its several auxiliaries; and free communication took place as to the most suitable course to be pursued in the administration of the fund remaining at our



disposal. Much harmony of sentiment was evinced on this head; and all appeared to unite in the opinion, that our future operations should, as far as possible, have a bearing on the promotion and encouragement of industry; and that the issues of money, food, or clothing for gratuitous relief ought to be kept within as narrow bounds as may be practicable.


Seeing, however, that great destitution continues to exist in some of the remote districts, which cannot be reached by relief afforded under the poor‐law; especially in cases of sickness, convalescence, and the helpless children of poor persons thus afflicted; and that we have for some time past admitted claims on behalf of these classes, as desirable to be met by us to some limited extent; it was agreed that aid should continue to be given in such cases, where judicious and trustworthy distributors of the bounty can be found; with the understanding that even for this object great care is to be taken not to exceed a prudent limit, and that we do not look to its continuance beyond the period of the ensuing three months; when, if the country be favoured with an abundant harvest, it is hoped the necessity for such help will be very much diminished. It is not expected that the outlay of funds for these purposes will exceed the average of the last three months.








APPENDIX XV.

DISTRIBUTION OF CLOTHING.



Minute of the Central Relief Committee, nominating a Sub‐committee for clothing.


28th of First‐month, 1847.


Several bales of clothing having been forwarded from England, and more being expected, the undermentioned are appointed a sub‐committee, to take charge of any consignments of this kind:—Joshua Harvey, M.D.; Richard Allen; William Doyle; Joseph Allen, Secretary; Henry Perry, Treasurer.


They are left at liberty to adopt such measures as they may find necessary for this purpose; and to take a warehouse, and engage a clerk, warehouseman, &c.






Address to the people of England from the Sub‐committee appointed by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in Dublin, to collect and distribute Clothing to the Destitute Poor of Ireland.


We feel we are addressing those who deeply sympathize with the sufferings of our destitute and starving population: the



munificent contributions which have been collected throughout England attest the fact. Need we say that we are grateful for your active christian benevolence, or that your beneficence has been well‐timed and most deeply needed—that the open‐hearted liberality of England has saved the lives of thousands?


But most appalling want and suffering still continue; they are the portion, we may say, of millions; who, by the blight of the potato crop, have been rendered gradually destitute of all things. The loss of that crop, as you may be aware, amounts (at the lowest calculation) to many millions sterling. Starvation has produced raggedness in those who had clothing, and nakedness in those who previously had nothing better than rags to cover them, by night or by day. No pen can adequately describe the afflictive, humiliating, and truly horrifying state of things in many districts. There is perhaps no phase of the present state of things more appalling, or which comes more home to those who are removed from immediate suffering, than the spread of contagious and loathsome disease, originating either in the total want of food, or the wretched quality of it; and this is greatly increased by insufficient clothing. Experience leads us to apprehend, that this visitation will probably spread through the higher grades of society if not speedily checked. Every donation of clothing, every effort which humanity dictates, is important. The want of clothing is so urgent, that we earnestly hope the example of many benevolent individuals and clothing associations, who have already sent to us, and who have also contributed to other clothing societies, may be extensively followed.


The articles most wanted are woollen petticoats for the women and girls; and shoes, flannel waistcoats, and drawers for the men; also coarse calico under‐garments of all kinds. It matters not if the materials be coarse, provided they be strong and warm. We have made what we expect will prove effectual arrangements to prevent the pawning of the articles we dispense. There are few manufacturers, warehousemen, or shopkeepers, who have not, amongst their stocks, pieces of goods, old and soiled, of little use to them, but which would be a great boon to our poor; and which, if entrusted to our care, we believe we could make good use of; as we learn from our correspondence, that there are many committees and benevolent persons in the country, who are anxious to get work for the poor in their respective localities. Thus, the double object of providing employment and clothing would be attained.


Are there not thousands of the wardrobes of the rich and middle classes, in your country as well as ours, which contain old garments never likely to be worn again by the owners? We invite contributions of this sort, having already received a considerable quantity, which have been either distributed, or are



now being distributed in the afflicted districts, greatly to the advantage of many poor recipients.



Signed, by order of the Sub‐committee,
Joseph Allen, Secretary.

Dublin, Second‐month, 1847.







The following queries were issued by the Sub‐committee for Clothing, to be answered by persons or committees applying for grants of Clothes on behalf of the destitute peasantry:—



	Name and address of applicant ............

	Post‐town .....

	Clothing wanted for ...............................

	Parish ...........

	County .........




I.—Can applicant give some idea of the number of poor wanting clothing in the district or place applied for?


II.—What description of clothing is most required?


III.—Are there any pawnbrokers in your district, and how many?


IV.—If so, do you think that if a grant of clothes should be made, there is a reasonable probability they will not be pawned, or otherwise improperly disposed of?


V.—Have you received a grant of clothes or clothing materials from any other association?


VI.—If pieces of calico or cloth are sent, or leather for making shoes and brogues, or worsted for knitting stockings, &c., can you get them made in your district—or are any of the people already employed in any manufacture?


VII.—Has any grant of money been made to applicant, or to any committee of which applicant is a member, by the Central Relief Committee of Friends in Ireland? And if so, state particulars.


VIII.—If a grant of clothing be made, by what conveyance should the articles be forwarded?


IX.—Can applicant give a reference to any person resident in Dublin.






Minutes of the Central Relief Committee respecting the Sub‐committee for clothing.



22nd of Fourth‐month, 1847.


The Sub‐committee for Clothing report that the number of applications has increased very much, and that they have had to engage an additional clerk. They have now three clerks,



one packer and a boy, and are frequently obliged to get further assistance.


They have allotted the principal part of the ready‐made clothing received from England; and have had to purchase a considerable quantity of worsted and cotton for knitting, calicoes, cords, flannels, drab fustian for jackets, cotton sheets, rugs, etc.; also leather, of which a number of grants have been made. The total number of packages of clothing received from England has been over 150, and the amount received in cash £575 12s. 9d. Their funds are now exhausted, and the Committee wish to know whether they are to continue their operations, and whether the Central Relief Committee will supply them with funds for this purpose.


The usual list of grants made for the past week is presented herewith. The number of grants is fifty, being a considerable increase over any former week; and it is likely the applications will increase still more.


It is agreed again to consider this subject at our next meeting; and in the meanwhile the Sub‐committee are encouraged to continue their exertions, in the full understanding that they are to obtain the necessary funds from us, if not from other quarters.





6th of Fifth‐month, 1852.


The application for pecuniary assistance from the sub‐committee lor clothing being re‐considered, it is agreed to make them an advance of £500.





10th of Seventh‐month, 1847.


Having considered respecting the sub‐committee for clothing, and it appearing that they have received but little further supplies or donations from England during the past two weeks, and that the labour falls very heavily on the members of that Committee compared with the amount which they are enabled to distribute, it is concluded, on full consideration, to dissolve the sub‐committee, and wind up their accounts.








Report of the transactions of the First Sub‐committee for Clothing.


This Committee commenced operations early in Second‐month, 1847, and closed at the end of Eighth‐month same year.


The amount of money received by them was £2,464 10s. 10d. Of this, £645 8s. 9d. was contributed by the Central Relief



Committee in Dublin, and the remainder by various committees and persons in England and Scotland.


The number of bales of clothes and clothing materials received by them was 210; of these, 164 contained old and new clothes; 5 contained pieces of cloth and flannel; and 41 contained new rugs and blankets.


The donations were received from the following places:—



	

		Money.		Clothes.

		£	s.	d.		Bales.

	Ambleside	13	0	0	...	2

	Banbury	35	5	0	...	—

	Bath	42	0	0	...	2

	Birmingham	57	10	0	...	2

	Blackburn	—	—	—	...	1

	Bradford	—	—	—	...	3

	Bromyard	3	11	7	...	1

	Carlisle	—	—	—	...	26

	Cockermouth	—	—	—	...	3

	Crewe	—	—	—	...	1

	Derby	—	—	—	...	1

	Doncaster	—	—	—	...	2

	Dudley	2	3	7	...	5

	Edinburgh	—	—	—	...	2

	Egremont	2	10	8	...	—

	Exeter	—	—	—	...	7

	Falmouth	—	—	—	...	8

	Gainsborough	—	—	—	...	10

	Glastonbury	11	1	0	...	1

	Gloucester	0	18	3	...	8

	Halifax	—	—	—	...	4

	Hereford	—	—	—	...	1

	Hull	—	—	—	...	1

	Kendal	—	—	—	...	6

	Kettering	—	—	—	...	1

	Leamington	—	—	—	...	1

	Leeds	354	17	6	...	48

	Leicester	—	—	—	...	—

	Leominster	13	2	6	...	2

	Carried forward	536	0	1		149



	

		Money.		Clothes.

		£	s.	d.		Bales.

	Brought forward	536	0	1		149

	Liverpool	—	—	—	...	5

	London	1,228	10	0	...	5

	Manchester	—	—	—	...	2

	Mansfield	—	—	—	...	2

	Norwich	—	—	—	...	2

	Plymouth	—	—	—	...	12

	Rochdale	—	—	—	...	1

	Rotherham	—	—	—	...	2

	Scarborough	20	0	0	...	5

	Sheffield	—	—	—	...	4

	Stafford	—	—	—	...	1

	Stockton	4	1	0	...	—

	Sudbury	—	—	—	...	4

	Uttoxeter	—	—	—	...	3

	Wakefield	—	—	—	...	2

	Wednesbury	3	0	0	...	—

	Wellington	6	10	0	...	2

	Whitehaven	—	—	—	...	2

	Whitby	—	—	—	...	1

	Woburn	—	—	—	...	1

	Worcester	10	11	0	...	—

	Yealand	10	10	0	...	1

	York	—	—	—	...	4

		1,819	2	1		210

	Central Relief Committee	645	8	9		

	Total	2,464	10	10		








In addition to the above, there were some bales of clothing received too late for distribution by this committee, and which were transferred to the charge of the Second Clothing Committee.


The money received, with the exception of £65 10s., was applied to the purchase of clothing suitable for the poor, and chiefly of Irish manufacture.


These very valuable donations enabled the committee to make 12 grants of money, in amount £65 10s., and 668 grants of clothes and clothing materials.


The grants were allotted as follows:—








Grants by the First Sub‐committee for Clothing.



	

		Grants of
Money	Grants of
Clothes, &c.

	Ulster:—	£	s	d.	

	Antrim		- -		3

	Armagh		- -		23

	Cavan		- -		17

	Donegal	13	0	0	17

	Down		- -		10

	Fermanagh		- -		12

	Londonderry		- -		5

	Monaghan		- -		13

	Tyrone		- -		21

		£13	0	0	121

	Leinster:				

	Carlow	15	0	0	25

	Kildare		- -		18

	Kilkenny		- -		9

	Kings Co.		- -		47

	Longford		- -		14

	Louth		- -		1

	Meath		- -		7

	Queen’s Co.	10	0	0	35

	Westmeath		- -		10

	Wexford	5	0	0	36

	Wicklow		- -		16

	Dublin		- -		6

		£30	0	0	224



	

		Grants of
Money	Grants of
Clothes, &c.

	Munster:—	£	s	d.	

	Clare		- -		5

	Cork		- -		70

	Kerry		- -		6

	Limerick		- -		6

	Tipperary		- -		49

	Waterford	5	0	0	9

		£5	0	0	145

	Connaught:—				

	Galway		- -		55

	Leitrim	5	0	0	24

	Mayo	5	0	0	28

	Roscommon	5	0	0	44

	Sligo	2	10	0	27

		£17	10	0	178

	RECAPITULATION:—	

	Ulster	13	0	0	121

	Leinster	30	0	0	224

	Munster	5	0	0	145

	Connaught	17	10	0	178

	Total	£65	10	0	668












Statement of Account of the First Sub‐committee for Clothing.



	

	1847.	£	s	d.

	To amount received in donations	1,819	2	1

	— Amount from Central Relief Committee	645	8	9

		£2,464	10	10



	

	1847.	£	s.	d.

	By 12 grants in money	65	10	0

	— Paid for clothing	2,167	16	8

	— Freights and carriage	67	12	10

	— Wages and charges	163	11	4

		£2,464	10	10












Minute of the Central Relief Committee nominating second Sub‐committee for Clothing.


Dublin, 18th of Eleventh‐month, 1847.


Having considered respecting the arrangements necessary for the clothing department of relief, and for providing the requisite



supplies of materials &c., it is agreed that James Perry, Joseph Allen, and Thomas Pim, jun. be appointed a committee for this object; and that it shall be their business to provide all clothing materials; to have the clothing made up in those few cases in which it may appear judicious to do so; to oversee the management of the warehouse; and to have the clothing forwarded to those parties to whom the several sub‐committees may make grants. It is agreed that all applications be considered, and all grants made by the sub‐committees who now decide on applications for ordinary relief. The committee for clothing are authorised to engage such paid assistants as they may consider necessary; and they are recommended to purchase the clothing, where practicable, in such manner as to give employment to the poor in this country, especially in the western parts.


They are recommended to confine themselves principally to flannels, grey calicoes, blue prints, corduroy, guernsey shirts, bed rugs, cotton shirts, leather.






Queries issued by Second Sub‐committee for Clothing.


I.—For what place or district is application made?

In what county?

——— barony?

——— parish?

To what poor‐law union does it belong?

——— electoral division?


II.—How many persons are supposed to be in a suffering condition for want of clothing within the district?


III.—What description of clothing is most required?


IV.—Referring to the regulations numbered I. II. III. and IV. respecting grants of clothing contained in the paper herewith sent—Is the applicant, in case of a grant being made, prepared to conform thereto in every respect?


V.—If a grant be made of materials for men’s clothing, especially of leather for shoes, does the applicant undertake to superintend and pay for the making of them?


VI.—If any persons in the neighbourhood are prepared to act conjointly with the applicant, in the management and distribution of clothing for the poor, please to state their names.


VII.—To whom in Dublin is the applicant known?


VIII.—If a grant of clothing be made, by what conveyance from Dublin should the package be forwarded?








Report of the Transactions of the Second Sub‐committee for Clothing.


The second sub‐committee for clothing was appointed on the 18th of Eleventh‐month, 1847, as per the minute of the Central Relief Committee of that date given above, and ceased operations in the winter of 1848. The principle on which it acted was, to purchase clothing, whenever practicable, of Irish manufacture; and the correspondents who undertook its distribution were directed to obtain some payment, according to their own judgment, from the receivers.


The funds of this sub‐committee for clothing were all received from the Central Relief Committee, and amounted to £6,333 2s. 6d.; of which, £6,116 4s. 3d. was expended in the purchase of clothing; and the different charges amounted to £216 18s. 3d. The sum of £1,377 6s. 1d. was received in repayments for the clothes. A statement of accounts is given below.


Besides this grant from the Central Committee, the donations of clothes received from America were also given out by this sub‐committee; and a quantity of clothing was handed over to their charge, which had been sent too late for distribution by the first sub‐committee for clothing.


From these sources the Committee were enabled to make 612 grants, averaging in value about £10 each, which were divided through the different counties of Ireland in the following proportion:—



	

	Ulster:—		

	Antrim	6	

	Armagh	12	

	Cavan	29	

	Donegal	38	

	Down	6	

	Fermanagh	37	

	Londonderry	11	

	Monaghan	19	

	Tyrone	16	

		—	173

	Munster:—		

	Clare	21	

	Cork	42	

	Kerry	7	

	Limerick	14	

	Tipperary	38	

	Waterford	8	

		—	130



	

	Leinster:—		

	Carlow	13	

	Dublin	2	

	Kildare	17	

	Kilkenny	8	

	King’s Co.	26	

	Longford	10	

	Louth	1	

	Meath	5	

	Queen’s Co.	19	

	Westmeath	12	

	Wexford	9	

	Wicklow	7	

		—	129

	Connaught:—		

	Galway	52	

	Leitrim	25	

	Mayo	33	

	Roscommon	44	

	Sligo	26	

		—	180

	Total grants	612














Statement of Accounts of the Second Sub‐committee for Clothing.



	1847–8.	£	s	d.	1847–8.	£	s	d.

	Received from the Central
Relief Committee11				By clothing purchased	6,116	4	3

	6,333	2	6	— Freights	24	1	6

	 	— Carriage	5	6	4

	 	— Wages	79	14	0

	 	— Charges	82	16	5

	 	— Rent	25	0	0

		£6,333	2	6		£6,333	2	6








Besides the sums granted to the First and Second Sub‐committees for Clothing, as shown in the foregoing statement of accounts, there were other grants made by the Central Relief Committee, which makes the total amount as follows:—






General Account of Grants for clothing purposes by the Central Relief Committee.



		£	s.	d.

	To the First Sub‐Committee for Clothing	645	8	9

	     „     Second Sub‐Committee for Clothing	6,333	2	6

	     „     Cork Auxiliary Committee	27	12	4

	     „     Waterford Auxiliary Committee	741	2	7

	     ,,     Ladies’ Relief Association, Dublin, per Clothing	25	0	0

		£7,772	6	2

	Repayments.

	By the Second Sub‐Committee for Clothing	1,377	6	1	

	     „     Waterford Auxiliary Committee	379	12	8	

		1,756	18	9

		£6,015	7	5










APPENDIX XVI.

DISTRIBUTION OF SEEDS.



Minute of the Central Relief Committee, respecting assistance sought for small landholders by grants of Seed.


25th of Third‐month, 1847.


The neglect of tillage, and the inability of many small holders of land to purchase seeds, having been brought before



us by a communication from the Cork Auxiliary Committee; by a letter from James Forbes, one of our corresponding members; and by a communication from the Waterford Auxiliary Committee respecting a grant made by them for the purpose of supplying seed to some poor cottiers on the Forth Mountain, who are themselves the proprietors of their small holdings, paying no rent to any landlord; and the subject being considered, it is concluded that it would not be safe, under present circumstances, to offer assistance to small holders of land, except under the peculiar circumstances which have claimed the care of our friends in Waterford, and which we consider peculiarly deserving of aid from our funds.






Report made by William Todhunter respecting the distribution of Green‐crop Seeds, granted, on the part of Government, by Sir Randolph J. Routh, Commissary General, at the close of the season of 1847.


In 1847, at a very late period in the season for sowing, Sir R. J. Routh, Commissary General for Ireland, found that the green‐crop seeds in the hands of the Government would probably not be sold, even at the reduced prices at which they were offered for sale. Therefore, with his usual attention to every matter likely to prove useful to the country, he determined to make an effort to prevent them from being entirely lost. Having communicated with the Central Relief Committee, on the subject of their distribution through the most impoverished districts, with sufficient celerity to give a fair chance of a crop, they were induced to undertake it, although it was then so late as to appear hopeless to many.


The distribution was accomplished in an extremely short space of time, by means of the mails and other quick modes of conveyance; and it is right to remark that James Hartley, coach proprietor, and the City of Dublin Inland Steam Company, made no charge for carriage under the circumstances. In consequence of their liberality, the amount paid for carriage was only £110 5s. 9d.


Some small quantity of the seeds forwarded remained unsown, from the land not being ready, &c.; but there was distributed 36,196 lbs. in grants to 40,903 destitute land occupiers, whose ground would probably otherwise not have been cropped at all. The number of acres sown by this was 9,652, or thereabouts; which, at an estimate of 20 tons to the acre, would produce 193,040 tons of food.


In addition to the above, which was given out through our correspondents, Sir R. J. Routh placed for distribution in Mayo about 15,680 lbs. of like seeds, principally turnip, under the special charge of Edward J. T. White, R.N.; whose valuable



life was sacrificed to his exertions and anxiety for their proper and timely distribution. This quantity of seeds would, at the same estimate, produce about 86,140 tons.


The whole, therefore, amounted to about 279,180 tons of food, which were added by this means, and through these two channels, to the resources of the country. In Mayo alone, 32,346 lbs. of seeds were given out, sowing about 8,885 acres, and producing about 177,700 tons of food in that most impoverished county.


The quality of the seeds was excellent, and the after‐season most propitious; and although gross ignorance and want of care too generally characterised the cultivation, yet the produce on the whole was extraordinary under the circumstances, and the quality of the turnips grown proved excellent also. The constant and continuing advices from every quarter, and from each individual correspondent without exception, as likewise some of our personal inspections through Galway, Roscommon, and Mayo, elicited the most gratifying facts; and proved that the actual amount of support and benefit derived by the poor from this distribution, far surpassed our most sanguine expectations.



(Signed) William Todhunter.







Particulars of the distribution of Green‐crop Seeds, handed over by Sir Randolph J. Routh, Commissary General, to the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, at the close of the season of 1847.


[The seed sown was almost entirely confined to turnip.]




	Counties.	lbs.	No. of Parties.	Acres sown.	Observations of the Local Distributors.

	Armagh	160	51	25	Seeds sound—crops good.

	Clare	257	82	26	Seeds sound—crops middling.

	Cork	4,259	6,000	1,214	Reports very conflicting.

	Donegal	400	376	77	Seed good—crops excellent and heavy.

	Fermanagh	420	430	97	Seed good—crops heavy and sound.

	Galway	3,000	4,324	830	Seed sound—some heavy and some light.

	Kildare	400	341	113	No returns received.

	King’s County	1,980	1,777	650	All grew—crops generally very good.

	Leitrim	2,500	2,753	664	None missed—crops excellent.

	Longford	320	408	83	Seed good—no direct report.

	Mayo	16,666	16,701	4,578	None missed—crops heavy and very sound.

	Roscommon	4,094	5,687	828	Seed sound—crops very good and very sound.

	Sligo	320	615	140	Seed good—the return fair.

	Tipperary	720	430	158	Seed good—the return very varied.

	Tyrone	380	546	104	Seed sound—kinds not suitable—crops middling.

	Westmeath	200	322	41	Seed good—crops good.

	Wexford	120	60	24	Seed good—crops fair.

		36,196	40,903	9,652	




The above 9,652 acres are estimated to have yielded twenty tons to the acre, which makes 193,040 tons of food.








Minute of the Central Relief Committee, respecting affording assistance to small landholders by Grants of Seeds.


10th of Second‐month, 1848.


The propriety of assisting some of the small landholders in the more destitute parts of the country, by grants of turnip and other green‐crop seed, has been brought before us; and reference has been made to the grants of such seeds which we were enabled to make in the early part of last summer, by the kindness of Sir Randolph J. Routh; and from which grants the Committee have reason to believe that much good has resulted. We are also informed of this subject having been brought under the attention of the British Relief Association; and that after some consideration they have thought it right to decline engaging therein, being fearful lest their funds may not prove sufficient for more objects than those they have already undertaken. This Committee’s conviction of the importance of this object is so strong, that we think it right to appoint William Todhunter, James Perry, Thomas Pim, jun., and the Secretaries, as a sub‐committee to carry it into effect; and it is proposed to place sufficient funds at their disposal, even should the required sums amount to £5000, which is about the present estimate.






In addition to the seeds purchased in accordance with the foregoing minute, a further quantity was placed by the Government in the hands of the Committee for distribution.






Particulars of the distribution of Green‐crop and other seeds handed over by Sir Randolph J. Routh, Commissary General, to the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, during the season of 1848, being a quantity which remained over from 1847.



	Counties.	Turnip
lbs.	Carrot
lbs.	Parsnip
lbs.	Onion
lbs.	Mangold
lbs.	Beans.
lbs.	Barley
lbs.	Oats
lbs.	Total
lb.

	Donegal	—	—	—	81	106	—	—	—	187

	Fermanagh	—	118	38	224	—	280	161	3,568	4,389

	Mayo	1,305½	—	93	137	442	633½	337	—	2,948

	Sligo	600	—	—	150	—	650	—	2,000	3,400

		1,905½	118	131	592	548	1,563½	498	5,568	10,924

	Acres sowed	505¾	21	23½	98	91	7	7½	99¼	853

	Persons supplied	1,639	340	425	1052	1,097	223	24	42	4,842










Statement of the General Distribution of Seeds during the season of 1848, purchased for this purpose by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, in accordance with the minute of 10th of Second‐month, given above.



	Counties.	turnip.	carrot.	parsnip.	cabbage.

	lbs.
distributed.	Acres
sown.	Persons
supplied.	lbs.
distributed.	Acres
sown.	Persons
supplied.	lbs.
distributed.	Acres
sown.	Persons
supplied.	lbs.
distributed.	Acres
sown.	Persons
supplied.

	Armagh	256	72	696	51	12½	261	28	5½	160	21	6	150

	Callow	62	15	40									

	Cavan	903	157	1,264	126	22¼	662	57	12	304	10	2	127

	Clare	1,512	237¾	1,020	13	1½	30	10	1¼	40	141	35	485

	Cork	18,678¾	8,729	8,643	804	106¾	1,849	608	87	1,216	478	120	1,068

	Donegal	8,390	1,875½	8,868	518½	78¼	1,530	273½	49	1,289	381¾	70¾	788

	Dublin	240	60	85	40	6½	80						

	Fermanagh	2,231½	461	2,554	212	54	800	84	21	310	73	73	292

	Galway	18,860	4,285¼	17,295	841	117¾	2,405	869½	125	2,901	504¾	139½	3,794

	Kerry	2,190	516	1,486	20	5	182	20	5	182	20	5	51

	Kildare	111	24½	61	——	——	——	2	½	3	13	1½	5

	Kilkenny	432	96¼	141	12½	2	12						

	King’s County	2,308	480½	1,660	24	6	100	48	14	200	20	5	160

	Leitrim	5,247	1,143¾	6,406	197	34	731	204	45½	608	379	61¼	2,193

	Limerick	1,446½	357	1,664	80	11	100			145	36	580	

	Longford	290	61	281	28	7	41	40	10½	81	7	1¼	36

	Forward	63,158½	18,571½	52,164	2,967	464½	8,783	2,244	376¼	7,294	2,193½	555¼	9,729







	Counties.	turnip.	carrot.	parsnip.	cabbage.

	lbs.
distributed.	Acres
sown.	Persons
supplied.	lbs.
distributed.	Acres
sown.	Persons
supplied.	lbs.
distributed.	Acres
sown.	Persons
supplied.	lbs.
distributed.	Acres
sown.	Persons
supplied.

	Carried forward	63,158½	18,571½	52,164	2,967	464½	8,783	2,244	376¼	7,294	2,193½	555¼	9,729

	Mayo	31,062	7,446½	29,500	1,452½	349¼	5,123	1,027	252¼	3,782	1,017	219	4,763

	Monaghan	474	115	1,369	83	30½	524	112	14¼	613	6	2	60

	Queen’s County	220	45	97									

	Roscommon	5,950	1,180	6,167	789	79	1,477	586	79¼	1,609	176	26½	1,882

	Sligo	3,344	685	1,747	276	36	787	254	33½	633	212	53	570

	Tipperary	2,173½	446	1,530	187	31¼	188	84	15½	78	79	20½	339

	Westmeath	1,540	313	1,227	40½	9	198	54	13	192	49½	7	297

	Wexford	492	106	279	24	3½	64	32	6½	59	8	8	128

		108,414	28,908¼	94,080	5,819	1,003	17,144	4,393	790½	14,260	3,741	891¼	17,768








ANALYSIS.



	Description of Seed purchased by Committee.	lbs. distributed.	Acres sown.	Parties supplied.

	Turnip	108,414	28,908¼	94,080

	Carrot	5,819	1,003	17,144

	Parsnip	4,393	790½	14,260

	Cabbage	3,741	891¼	17,768

	Amount as per above statement	122,367	31,593	143,252

	Onion—of which there are no returns	505	No returns.	No returns.

		122,872	31,593	143,252










General Summary of seeds distributed in 1848.



		lbs. distributed.	Acres sown	Parties
supplied.

	Seeds purchased by Central Relief Committee	122,872	31,593	143,252

	Do. handed over to them by Sir R. J. Routh	10,924	853	4,842

	Total Distribution	133,796	32,446	148,094










APPENDIX XVII.

DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE EXPENDITURE ON THE FISHERIES.



Extracts from letters of Samuel Hore, Capt. R.N., respecting assistance afforded through him to the distressed Fishermen of Arklow.



Arklow, 3rd of August, 1847.


One hundred and sixty‐one nets have been released, and each net has earned on an average from one to two pounds in every fourteen days; many have doubled this sum. Several of the loans were paid before a week, and fifty individuals have been enabled to fit out and proceed to the distant fishing. Many families which were all but destitute, are now in comparative comfort. I likewise find, by a return from the pawn‐office, that fishermen’s apparel, to the amount of £20, has been released since the circulation of money produced by the fishing.



(Signed) Samuel Hore, Capt. R.N.






Arklow, 1st of Nov. 1847.


It will be satisfactory to the Committee to learn, that in addition to the benefits arising from the loan, as stated in my letter of the 3rd of August, there has been a good general average earning by the fishing boats up to the present time. Many of them have been so successful as to realize three, four, and five pounds per man; and the statement now given will shew that, with three exceptions, each separate loan had been repaid.


Any comment from me, on closing this account with the Committee, would be superfluous; the following facts speaking for themselves. More than one hundred and sixty families have been supported for five months, while a large number of those whose nets were released have a surplus for the use of their families during the ensuing winter.



(Signed) Samuel Hore, Capt. R.N.











Statement of the expenditure and repayment of Fifty Pounds placed at the disposal of Captain Hore, R.N., for the assistance of the Arklow fishermen.



	1847.							

	June 26.	Received from the Committee, and expended in loans to the Fishermen, enabling them to release 161 nets, and also to make some trifling repairs to their boats	50	0	0

	Aug. 4.	Remitted to the Committee the amount of repayments by fishermen to this date	33	0	0			

	Nov. 1.	Do. do.	13	18	0			

						46	18	0

			Deficiency	£3	2	0

		Nets released for one man, since dead	0	19	0			

		Nets destroyed—boat being run down at sea	0	18	0			

		Due for repairs of one boat—may be recovered	1	5	0			

						£3	2	0





(Signed) Samuel Hore, Capt. R.N.

Lamberton, Arklow,

1st of November, 1817.







Extracts from a letter addressed to the secretaries by William T. Mulvany, Commissioner of the Board of Works, enclosing application for assistance for fishery purposes.


22, Craven‐street,

London, 29th of May, 1847.


You are, no doubt, aware that the Government, acting upon the policy suggested in papers contained in pages 10, 11, &c. of the Fisheries series of the Relief Correspondence, presented to parliament in the early part of this session, have authorized the establishment of some fish‐curing stations by the Board of Works on the west coast of Ireland; and that to a certain extent much benefit is being derived therefrom.


But, during the present awful calamity afflicting that country, and with a view to prevent its recurrence, much more than any Government can attempt is required, and many most valuable, and, at the same time, most charitable acts can be done by private individuals or associations, with important results to the community; which, if undertaken by a Government, would either utterly fail, or perhaps worse, have demoralizing effects on those whom they were specially meant to benefit.




I feel great confidence in submitting to your committee, that aid to the fisheries of Ireland, in the present distress, is one of the most productive means of applying charitable funds that can be adopted; that every pound judiciously devoted to this object, will yield a richer harvest to the benevolent than almost any other application of their money.


I believe that, if acting through your own agency, and on what I understand to be a principle of your committee, to make your grants or loans in proportion to local subscriptions, you could allocate a portion of your funds to the providing of suitable fishing gear, materials, and the repair of boats, bona fide required for fishing purposes, you would not only produce present supplies of food and employment exceeding tenfold in value the amount of your contributions, but would also give a most useful, and, I trust, lasting stimulus to the fisheries.


It has been calculated by my friend Sir John Burgoyne, that one pound per man, properly applied in materials and fishing gear, would put this most desirable branch of industry in motion in the most remote districts; and when we reflect upon the number of persons dependent on each such man, and the amount of collateral employment in the preparation of material, the cure and carriage of fish, and finally, the increased quantity of food which would be thereby obtained, it is difficult to assign a limit to the advantages, both moral and physical, which this small amount of capital may be made to produce; and especially if, being advanced on loan, it is re‐issued as repaid.


It is perhaps unusual for a public officer to invite the attention of a benevolent body to any peculiar act of charity; but I feel a pleasure, as the member of the Board of Works specially charged with the duties of the fishery department, and having access to the best information on the subject, in soliciting your attention to a mode of relief which, in the present state of Ireland, may be managed with the best effect through private parties or associated bodies.



(Signed) W. T. Mulvany.







Minute of the Central Relief Committee in reference to the foregoing letter.


10th of Sixth‐month, 1847.


A letter has been read from William T. Mulvany, Commissioner for the fishery department of the Board of Works, suggesting for consideration the allocation of some of our funds for assisting the fisheries throughout Ireland; by means of grants of money, to be placed in the hands of suitable persons, for the



purpose of lending out to poor fisherman, to enable them to provide fishing gear, and for materials and the repair of boats, &c.: these loans to be repaid, and thus to form reproductive funds for such purposes. William T. Mulvany also suggests that our grants should be, as far as possible, made as an addition to local subscriptions.


The secretaries are directed to acknowledge the receipt of Wm. T. Mulvany’s communication; and to state that it has had the serious consideration of this committee; that we have already made some grants for this object; that we feel it to be a subject of very great importance, to which we are desirous to afford further assistance wherever we may find judicious and trustworthy persons, who are willing to undertake the management of funds placed in their hands for such purpose; and, with this object in view, that we should be obliged by any information which he may be enabled to afford us, respecting persons in the various localities whom he may be disposed to recommend as suitable assistants in carrying out the proposed object.


The secretaries are directed to transmit copies of this minute to the auxiliary committees at Cork, Waterford, and Limerick.






Minute in reference to communications from Sir John Burgoyne and Sir James Dombrain, respecting affording assistance to fishermen.


10th of Seventh‐month, 1847.


The secretaries report that some communication having taken place with Sir John F. Burgoyne and Sir James Dombrain, respecting the best means of affording assistance to the fishermen in redeeming their nets from pawn and repairing boats, &c. letters were addressed by Sir James Dombrain to several of the officers in charge of coast‐guard stations. Replies from eleven of these have been forwarded to us by Sir James Dombrain, and are now before us; from which it appears that those officers anticipate that much benefit is likely to result from such assistance, and promise their best exertions to carry out our views. Some of them approve of such aid being advanced by way of loan, and expect to be able to obtain repayment, whilst others look upon repayment as impracticable in the present state of the country.


Having considered the subject, it is agreed to place the sum of £250 at the disposal of Sir James Dombrain, to be by him allocated to the care of such of the coast‐guard officers as he may consider most likely to carry out the object efficiently; at the same time informing him, that it is our deliberate conviction, that if the money be advanced to these fishermen under such



regulations as may probably ensure its repayment, it is likely to be much more useful than if given absolutely; and on this account we feel ourselves bound to require the parties to use their best exertion to obtain repayment, and to return the amount so repaid to us.






Report from James Alcock, Vicar of Ring, County of Waterford, respecting the present state of the fishermen of that district.


[This statement only refers to their present condition, several accounts respecting them having been previously published from time to time, under the title of “Facts from the Fisheries.”]



I would not deem it necessary to trouble you further relative to the state of the Ring fishermen, were it not that I take it for granted you are naturally anxious to be informed how far the favors conferred in former years, have tended to produce a permanent benefit.


I have the more pleasure in reverting to this subject now, because I believe that, notwithstanding the many difficulties they have had to struggle against, our fishermen are now in as prosperous and thriving a condition as they were before the famine; and were it not for the very great depreciation in the price of fish, more especially the dried hake, which, in the absence of herrings, is the staple commodity here, many would have realized this season what would have contributed materially to their comforts and independence for years to come. Is it not an important point gained, when we have it in our power to state that, in a little community like this, consisting of about two hundred families, with not more than an acre or two of land attached to each house, these poor people can support themselves without seeking poor‐law relief, and this with a potato crop worse than has been in this locality for the three preceding years.


You are aware that, about the commencement of the year 1849, the grants from your committee ceased; with the exception of two large bales of warm clothing, which proved most acceptable. Since that period we have received from a member of your society, who has at all times taken a most lively interest in our welfare, from three to four tons of best Druana hemp, which we sold to the fishermen at wholesale price.


This year they have been left altogether to their own resources, and it will be gratifying to your committee to learn, that they have purchased with their own funds a sufficient quantity of gear of all kinds, to enable them to carry on their fishing operations with even increased energy; and that their exertions have been crowned with the most signal success. The quantity of fish taken this season nearly doubles that of any former year,



averaging from 1,500 to 5,000 hake to each house. Before the potato blight, this description of fish sold at a particular season of the year in our local markets for 40s. per hundred. Now, it will scarcely realize one fourth of that amount.


Nor has the very great success attendant on the trammel nets been confined exclusively to the Ring district. It has extended for several miles along the coast, and we have much pleasure in beholding, at the approach of evening, from our prominent headlands the small craft issuing forth from every cove and creek, with their nets and busy crews eager to imitate the example of their successful neighbours, and anxious to obtain a portion of that nutritious food which an all‐wise Providence has sent for the general benefit of mankind.


I may here mention, in reference to this very useful and improved engine for taking fish, that the bye‐law recently passed by the commissioners of fisheries has worked with a most beneficial effect; inasmuch as it affords to our fishermen sufficient time to attend to their nets, without danger to life or property as heretofore. It has also broken down the barrier by which monopoly was protected, and opened the way to further improvements in the fishery laws. It is also worthy of remark, that hostile collisions between rival parties here and in Dungarvan have been wholly discontinued during the last year, and all now work amicably together.


If further proof of the prosperity of this little community were required, I might add that, notwithstanding the general wreck which prevails around, exhibiting to the eye of the traveller, in whatever direction he shapes his course, the dismantled cottages of the poor, there is no perceptible diminution in our population; no trace of dilapidation to be seen; and the poor fisherman, on his return from sea, can sit down in comfort to his homely fare, without fear of molestation or eviction. Nay, more, he can contribute to the wants of his more indigent neighbours, who flock down daily in considerable numbers to the landing‐slip, to obtain a portion of the refuse of the coarse fish which has been taken in the nets.


I trust I have said enough in the foregoing remarks, to satisfy you, gentlemen, that the funds voted by your committee for the promotion of the Ring fisheries have not been misapplied. To this I may add, that the fishermen are to be distinguished from the same class of persons around, by their robust and healthy appearance, and by their comfortable and substantial clothing; and that their boats and gear are in good working condition.


The failure of the Helvick curing establishment is, however, much to be regretted; occurring as it did at a time when the superior excellence of the fish, particularly the ling, cod, and smoked haddock, was becoming known and appreciated. Had the conductors confined themselves exclusively to the curing of



fish for the English market, and not expended their capital upon other speculations, I have no doubt but that the result would have been very different.


The pier and slip continue to give much satisfaction, as affording shelter and protection to our craft, and a great convenience in landing the fish and nets. Schooners, also, of heavy tonnage can now discharge their cargoes here in perfect security.


Having thus briefly touched upon such subjects as I considered to be interesting to your committee, it only remains for me now to recapitulate what has been advanced in confirmation of my statement, relative to the condition of the people, viz. that when there has been no diminution of the population from evictions; no emigration, nor the abandonment of premises through distress; no dilapidation of houses; a reduced poor rate, and a large stock of cured fish on hands; it may fairly be inferred that much good has been effected in Ring through your means; and that, notwithstanding the heavy losses which the fishermen sustained on shore by the failure of their little crops, they have continued to support their families in comparative comfort for a considerable period, even after your favours were discontinued.



(Signed) James Alcock.

Seaview, 1st of January, 1852.







Extract from memorandum of agreement with William Thomas Campbell of Belmullet, respecting the advance of £300 made to him for the promotion of the Fisheries.


[This agreement is given as an example of those under which several fishing stations were established in the west of Ireland.]



Having had a good deal of communication and discussion on the subject of the fisheries, with William Thomas Campbell of Belmullet, the Central Relief Committee have agreed to place £300 under his care, to be appropriated in the following manner, viz.: for the purchase of 15 boats and 10 curraghs, with the nets, gear, and tackle complete for twenty boats:—



		£	s.	d.

	Each boat to cost	6	0	0

	Nets for each boat	1	10	0

	Four spillets or long lines for each boat, at 15s.	3	0	0

	Four hand lines and leads, at 2s. 6d.	0	10	0

	Anchor, cable, and sundries	3	10	0

		£14	10	0

	Each curragh to cost	4	0	0

	Nets for each curragh	1	10	0

	Four spillets, at 15s.	3	0	0

	Four handlines and leads, at 2s. 6d.	0	10	0

	Anchor, cable, and sundries	3	10	0

		£12	10	0







	Total present outlay:						

	Fifteen boats, with nets, lines, &c. at £14 10s.	217	10	0

	Ten curraghs, at £4	40	0	0			

	Nets for five curraghs, at 30s.	7	10	0			

	Lines for ditto, at £3	15	0	0			

	Hand lines for ditto, at 10s.	2	10	0			

	Anchor, cable, and sundries for ditto, at £3 10s.	17	10	0			

					82	10	0

	Total outlay				£300	0	0




It is understood that twenty boats, each boat or curragh having a crew of four or five hands, shall be at all times in employment.


The arrangements for the remuneration of William Thomas Campbell, who undertakes the management of the boats, the care of the fish, and the sale thereof, and the careful keeping of the accounts; for the payment of the crews; and for the liquidation of the sums laid out in the purchase of the several boats and curraghs; shall be as follows:—


Each boat to be considered as divided into ninths.



	1¼	share to be appropriated for wear and tear.

	1½	     „                 „	for liquidation of outlay.

	1	     „                 „	for management, to William T. Campbell.

	5	     „                 „	to the crew generally.

	¼	     „                 „	to the captain of the boat additional.

	9		




Each boat to be duly and properly registered in the name of William Thomas Campbell, for and on behalf of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, for whom he shall act as trustee until the outlay shall be liquidated.


On the liquidation of the outlay of each boat, the property in said boat shall then become vested in the manager and crew in the following proportions:—



	Manager	3 shares.

	Crew	6    „




It is clearly to be understood, that the whole property in the boats and curraghs, nets, gear, and tackle, and the complete control over them, shall continue with the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends; and with their trustee William Thomas Campbell, acting for that body, until the whole amount of the outlay shall have been liquidated; and he shall have full power and authority to select the several captains and crews, as likewise to dismiss the captains and crews, or any of them, by reason of any ill conduct on their part, from which he may have just reason to fear injury to the undertaking.


4th of Eleventh‐month, 1847.








Minute of the Central Relief Committee respecting the Fisheries at Belmullet and Berehaven.


19th of Tenth‐month, 1849.


The state and prospects of the fishery undertakings, for the promotion of which the Committee have advanced considerable sums of money on loan, and made grants of nets, lines, &c., have closely engaged their attention at the present time. It appears that the two establishments on which the largest outlay has been made, namely, that at Belmullet, in the co. of Mayo, and that at Castletown, Berehaven, in the co. of Cork, are not of a character sufficiently encouraging to warrant their continuance by the Committee.


It is therefore resolved that steps be taken to ascertain the full amount of the liabilities which attach to the Committee, for the maintenance of these establishments to the present time; and also, if necessary, to suspend further operations, or to endeavour to effect a transfer of them to competent and responsible persons, with as little delay and loss as possible.


In furtherance of these views, it is agreed to appoint Samuel Darton and Richard D. Webb, to proceed to Belmullet, in order to effect a settlement of William Thomas Campbell’s claims, and to take such other steps as may appear to them necessary to carry out the views of the committee; and to request the attendance of Joshua Fayle, jun., the resident manager at Berehaven, for the purpose of a conference with the committee.






Report of a deputation sent to inspect the fishing establishment on the coast of Mayo, lately under the management of W. T. Campbell.


In accordance with the instructions of the Committee on the 19th ult., we have visited the neighbourhood of Belmullet, co. of Mayo, in which the fishing operations under the superintendence of William T. Campbell were carried on. We had much conversation with him on the subject. He willingly afforded us all the information in his power; but although he expressed an anxious wish that the Committee should accede to his request for the further continuance of the undertaking, we saw nothing to induce us to recommend that it should be complied with, or that any overture for this purpose should be made to another party. At the same time, we are assured that there exist on this part of the Mayo coast great facilities for the prosecution of fishing undertakings; and that where such are conducted with energy, constant oversight, and economy, successful results are likely to follow. These, however, appear to us more sure of realization when such undertakings



are conducted by resident persons on their own account, than by the agents of companies or associations, whose operations may be in connection with measures of general relief.


In corroboration of these views, we may refer to the case of a gentleman named Bailey, who has been located near W. T. Campbell’s residence on the Mullet for the last five months, and during that period has most successfully prosecuted a fishery on his own account. Up to the present time he has, with a few curraghs and a smack, caught about thirty‐five tons of fish, chiefly ling, for most of which he has found a ready and profitable market in Liverpool, and states that the quality of his fish has been much preferred to that from other places. He appears, from all accounts, to be a very active, enterprising man, and well able to cope with the difficulties and hardships to which he is sometimes exposed; and it would be interesting to receive from him a statement of his views and experience, which he expressed an intention of furnishing to the Committee.


Perhaps the principal causes of the ill success of the Committee’s experiment have been the want of carefully selected crews, too lavish an expenditure, an irregular mode of keeping accounts, and the impossibility, from the distance of the manager’s residence from the fishing station, of his exercising a constant and vigilant control over the men under his care. From this last mentioned cause, and from his time being taken up with other matters, the fishery has been languidly prosecuted, and the men have received little inducement to increased exertion.


Under these circumstances, we have endeavoured to effect a final settlement of all the liabilities belonging to the Committee, and to prevent any further loss arising from the deterioration of the fishing materials belonging to them. We have, therefore, left the fishing boats and curraghs at their different stations, under the charge of suitable persons, and directed the whole of the nets, gear, &c. to be removed to Ballina, where they can be carefully stored free of charge. With respect to some outstanding liabilities, we are of opinion that the Committee are not bound to discharge them, such being incurred contrary to the terms of agreement entered into with W. T. Campbell; he being, moreover, a debtor to them for the sum of £100, which was lent to him for the period of twelve months in Fourth‐month, 1848, and which we believe he has no means to repay.




(Signed)

	Richard D. Webb,

	Samuel Darton.





Dublin, 20th of Eleventh‐month, 1849.









Minutes of the Central Relief Committee respecting the fishing establishment at Castletown, Berehaven, County of Cork.



2nd of Eleventh‐month, 1849.


Joshua Fayle, jun., who has hitherto been employed as manager at the Castletown Fishery, has attended here, and given us some information as to the past proceedings of that concern. He is requested to make a formal written report on this subject, including his views as to the best mode of henceforward conducting a fishery on that coast; to be laid before us at a future meeting.





20th of Eleventh‐month, 1849.


Joshua Fayle, jun. has attended the Committee at the present time, and handed in the following report of the Castletown, Berehaven, establishment:—


“In accordance with the desire of the Committee, I wish to state the causes which in my opinion have heretofore operated against the success of the Castletown, Berehaven Fishery establishment.


“In the first place, it may be well to state that I was at first located at Castlehaven, near Skibbereen, where I remained for two months. It soon however became obvious that the place was, from its position, wholly unfit for a fishing establishment; which circumstance I fully represented immediately after my arrival there; and some time subsequently I received directions to transfer the whole establishment from thence to Bere Island. For this purpose, I took advantage of the “Erne” to drop the different stores, &c., at Berehaven, on her way to Galway, to which place she was ordered.


“The disadvantages under which we laboured at Bere Island, and which I feel convinced materially militated against our better success, I shall endeavour to mention in a few words. They may be ascribed principally to three causes:


“1st. The distance which the men had to pull, in order to reach the fishing ground, say twenty‐five miles during part of the season.


“2nd. The almost total want of a supply of bait; and its search occasioning the loss of the first, and therefore most valuable, portion of the week.


“3rd. The want of cheap, hard bread, or other suitable kind of provisions, to serve out to the men when starting, and to be paid for by them on their return from sea.


“Beside these causes, which existed from the commencement in opposition to our more profitable working, I may also add the want of a regular supply of hooks, &c., during a part of the season most favourable for fishing; together with my



being entirely run out of funds for a considerable length of time, and consequently unable to pay the wages due; which, while it sorely inconvenienced the persons to whom the money was due, was an actual loss to ourselves; inasmuch as those men were unable to procure sufficient provisions when proceeding to sea to last them the time they should remain out, although considerable sums were actually owing to them at the time.


“With respect to the further working of this concern, I would venture to suggest for the consideration of the Committee, that a house or store be rented at Lachan Beg, (a small harbour about nine miles west of Castletown, to which our boats generally resort at night when out) where the fish could be delivered, and undergo the first process of curing, after which it might be transferred to the Castletown station. To secure some such place as this would effect a great saving of time; for when boats start from Bere Island in the morning, it very often occurs that when they get to the fishing ground, it is too late to shoot their lines, so they are obliged to pass the night in this harbour. It ought also to be borne in mind, that boats could get out to fish from a place so situated, in weather which would be unsuitable had they a long distance to return when laden. It would likewise prevent fraud being committed by disposing of fish, on putting into a harbour at such a distance from home; and it will be seen that the facilities for pursuing such a course heretofore have been considerable.


“I would also suggest that a bait‐bed be established; for which purpose I would recommend a vessel being despatched to Kenmare river, supplied with dredging gear, for the capture of mussels; which did exist in considerable quantity there, as also I believe in greater abundance in Dingle Bay; but their numbers, I understand, have latterly been much diminished at both places, in consequence of their having been extensively used for food during the last three or four years. It would also be very desirable to have a quantity of the cheapest description of sound sea‐biscuit, to dispose of to the men at a moderate price.


“The Committee have desired me to state the number of men employed in the boats while fishing; but as they went out so irregularly, it will be difficult to give satisfactory information on this point. The number of hands, however, in each boat was six; and we had nine boats manned, giving a complement of fifty‐four men and boys; who, whilst engaged in fishing, never earned more than sixpence per day, and even that in but very few cases. This circumstance, however, is accounted for by stating, that in the most favourable week they were able to fish but on three days; as it took one day to provide bait, another to get on the ground, and a third to return; and even then, they



arrived late on Seventh‐day; the inconvenience arising from which is obvious, as on the arrival of fish it absolutely requires immediate attention. I now speak of fine weather; for if a breeze comes on, with any likelihood of an increase, the boats, although on the fishing ground, immediately return; as, were they unable to make the land, there would be nothing to run for, and we have no decked boat which could be sent to their assistance.


“In stating the foregoing, I have endeavoured, as the Committee requested, to compress my information as much as possible; but if agreeable to them, I shall have much pleasure in going more into detail.”



(Signed) “Joshua Fayle, Jun.”







A letter has also been produced from Joshua Wm. Strangman of Waterford, containing valuable remarks and suggestions for the better management of the above fishery, which are the result of an interview recently had with him by Joshua Fayle, jun.


And having conferred hereupon with Joshua Fayle, jun., we have, after some deliberation, agreed to liberate the former trustee from the future management of the concern; he surrendering to the Committee all the property on hands belonging to it, of every description whatsoever; and discharging all debts owing up to this period, and furnishing the Committee with a full statement of accounts for the time of his administration, to be settled with us in conformity to the agreement entered into with him at the outset.


And in order that a fair trial may be still given to an undertaking which it has cost so much to carry forward to its present state, and in which the well‐being of so many of the industrious poor in that remote district appears to be involved, it is agreed to place the concern under the management of Joshua Fayle, jun., who is to conduct it with strict regard to the instructions now given him; and those which he may from time to time receive from our auxiliary committee in Waterford, to whose superintendence it is intended to commit it henceforward.


It is agreed that the boats, fishing gear, and all other property in hands, which it shall be judged proper to keep for the present and future working of the concern, shall be fairly valued at what may be considered by competent and impartial persons as its present worth; and that Joshua Fayle, jun. shall be at liberty to take the same to his own account hereafter, on payment of the amount of said valuation, with interest to the time of payment.


There is no objection to the payment being made gradually out of the earnings, provided it be done in reasonable time; but if, after a fair trial, it shall appear that an adequate profit is not likely to be realized, the undertaking, so far as this Committee is concerned, is to be wound up, and all the effects sold off for our account.




Joshua Fayle, jun. is authorized to draw the sum of twenty‐five shillings per week for his maintenance during the period of trial. This advance, and all others which may henceforward be made by this Committee to carry on the undertaking, to be reimbursed by him out of the earnings, before he can enter into possession of the concern on his own account.





3rd of Second‐month, 1851.


Joshua Fayle, jun. to whom the management of the fishery at Castletown, Berehaven, was entrusted in Eleventh‐month, 1849, has attended the Committee, and produced a report of his operations to the present time, which is as follows:—


“In conformity with the desire of the Committee, I proceed briefly to lay before them the following facts relative to our fishing operations at Castletown, Berehaven, county of Cork, for the year last past.


“In Second‐month, 1850, we commenced trawling with two open boats of twelve tons each. These in eight months captured 8,000 pair of soles, beside turbot, and other fish; which were sold fresh in the Dublin and Cork markets for about £200, less carriage and market charge £90, leaving a nett sum of £110. The nett average price of those sold in the Dublin market was under 3d. and in Cork under 6d. per pair. It may be well to mention, that with a view to the better instruction of the local men, I engaged two experienced Dublin fishermen to act as masters of the sail boats.


“Our take of fish for curing, by means of the seine net this season, amounted to 50,000 mackerel, and 40,000 herrings; which sold in Cork at four shillings and one shilling per hundred respectively, producing £115; one‐half of this being our proportion. One‐half of the herrings still remains on hands.


“With respect to the long line or ling fishery, being unable to procure suitable men to work on shares, that is, to be paid by the amount of fish captured, (they wanting daily wages) I did not deem it advisable to go deeply into this branch; and the result has proved the correctness of my anticipations, as the amount obtained for fish caught has not equalled the expense of capture.


“The amount of employment afforded in pursuing these various modes of fishing has been considerable; but that to which I would wish to call particular attention is seining, which in itself has not only proved profitable, but the source of much employment. And although conducted on a comparatively small scale, it has engaged nearly fifty men, representing over three times as many individuals. I have also to state, that the improved method of fishing which we have introduced seems to have told on the people; and I doubt not, if further continued, would greatly improve their condition, by enabling them to prosecute it



for themselves in like manner, and so do away with old habits and foolish prejudices.


“Among the causes which have now operated against the better success, as to profit, of this undertaking, I may mention the unprecedentedly low prices which fish of nearly all descriptions produced last year. This was less than one‐half the amount obtained any previous year. And when I add that the charges attendant on the transmission of the fresh fish to Dublin were nearly one‐half of the gross produce, (added to other drawbacks which generally accompany a new undertaking) it will be obvious that I laboured under many and severe disadvantages.


“In a summary of this kind, when briefness is desired, it is impossible to go fully into detail, or particularize those matters which required my close and constant attention.



(Signed) “Joshua Fayle, jun.”








5th of Third‐month, 1852.


Having considered respecting the fishery at Castletown, Berehaven, and having read letters from Joshua Wm. Strangman of Waterford, respecting the arrangement made with Joshua Fayle, jun., it is our opinion that it would be desirable to send some person to Castletown, to examine into the condition of affairs there, and who shall be empowered to act for the Committee, if he think it necessary to do so. The further consideration of this subject is to be resumed at the next meeting of the Committee.





12th of Third‐month, 1852.


Having again considered respecting the fishing‐establishment at Castletown, Berehaven; and Manliffe Barrington having kindly consented to go there, to inspect into the circumstances under which our property there is situated, the Committee have pleasure in availing themselves of his services, and empower him to act for them under whatever circumstances may arise.


[It was subsequently agreed that Joshua E. Todhunter should accompany Manliffe Barrington on this deputation.]








Extracts from the Report made by Manliffe Barrington and Joshua E. Todhunter, recommending the relinquishment of the fishery at Castletown, Berehaven.


On the 7th inst. we arrived at Castletown, Berehaven. Joshua Fayle states that he has been working on account of the Relief Committee up to Eleventh‐month last, at which time he ceased to fish. In the stores are many nets of different kinds, mostly in very tolerable preservation; also some lines, twine,



and a few other articles. By the appearance of the gear, it seems to have been well taken care of. The state of the boats is as follows:— The “Vivid” appears sound in the hull, but her mast is badly sprung, and her sails are in a wretched condition. She would require a new mast to bring her round to Dublin. The two other sailing boats seem in fair order, but there is only one suit of sails for them. They would be likely to sell only in Dublin. The row‐boats could not be taken out of Bantry Bay in their present state. It would, therefore, be necessary to sell them there for whatever they would bring. As to the gear and stores, we could hear of no one in that neighbourhood at all likely to purchase even a small part of them.


Fishing seems extinct on any large scale in Bantry Bay, and is scarcely carried on even on a small scale. We saw but one small boat with a few fish come into Castletown while we were there; and we were informed by many persons, that since the failure of the potatoes, the poorer classes do not care for fish, and seldom use it; and that the owners of fishing boats give to their men all cod, hake, haddock, and coarse fish, as they would not bring a price sufficient to pay for the time and trouble of selling.


Under all circumstances, we decidedly recommend the Committee to endeavour to effect a sale of the whole property together, because the expense and loss of time would otherwise be very great.




(Signed)

	Manliffe Barrington,

	Joshua E. Todhunter.





Dublin, 17th of Fourth‐month, 1852.







Minute of the Central Relief Committee respecting the employment of the “Erne” trawler.


16th of Twelfth‐month, 1847.


The secretaries report that, in accordance with the recommendation received from Thomas N. Redington, Under‐secretary for Ireland, with a letter received by him from Charles Bushe, rector of Castlehaven in the county of Cork, applying for the services of a good sized cutter, to render assistance to the small fishing boats employed on that coast in squally or heavy weather; and which letter he referred to this Committee; an arrangement has been entered into with Peter Good of Dublin, for the services of his trawler the “Erne,” William Carroll, master, of fifty‐three tons, for six months, at the rate of £45 per month. The vessel has been inspected, and found



fully and completely equipped in every respect. She sailed for Castlehaven on Seventh‐day, the 11th of Twelfth‐month, 1847.






Extract from a letter addressed by the Central Relief Committee to Charles Bushe, Rector of Castlehaven, county of Cork, respecting the employment of the “Erne” trawler.


Dublin, 16th of Eleventh‐month, 1847.


A letter of thine to the Irish Government, on the subject of the promotion of the coast fisheries in thy neighbourhood, having been laid before this Committee by Thomas N. Redington, Under‐secretary for Ireland, accompanied by an intimation “that it would be very satisfactory should the Committee find it within their means and province to afford the assistance sought for;” and the subject having in consequence received much consideration, I was desired to make the necessary examination, and report thereon to the Committee. The report having been approved by our secretaries, I laid it before Thomas N. Redington, who fully coinciding in the proposed arrangement, I am now directed to forward it to thee for thy opinion as to the proposed measures, and thy statement as to the capabilities existing in thy locality for carrying these measures into operation.



(Signed) For the committee,
William Todhunter.





Charles Bushe, Clk.,

Rectory, Castlehaven.








Abstract of a Statement drawn up by William Todhunter respecting the employment of the “Erne” trawler.


In Tenth‐month, 1847, a communication was received from Thomas N. Redington, Under‐secretary for Ireland, accompanied by letters received by the Irish Government from Charles Bushe, rector of Castlehaven, in the county of Cork. The latter were making application for assistance to promote the fisheries of that coast; stating how much had already been done through means of subscriptions obtained for this object; and pointing out the great advantages which would follow from the employment of a good cutter, to attend the rowing fishing‐boats to the fishing grounds in uncertain weather, thus inducing activity and confidence amongst the fishermen, by having a vessel capable of towing safely into harbour any of their small craft when overtaken by severe weather.


Thomas N. Redington’s letter expressed how deeply interested



Lord Clarendon felt in Charles Bushe’s statements and plan, which he considered deserving of much attention; and intimated that it would be very gratifying should the Committee deem it right to afford the assistance sought for.


The Committee having taken the subject under consideration, thought it advisable under the circumstances to grant the assistance applied for; but there appearing much doubt that any cutter could in heavy weather fulfil the task laid out for her by Charles Bushe; while, when it was moderate, she would have no employment; it was therefore considered right that whatever vessel was engaged for the service, should herself be fully equipped for the capturing of fish. After some inquiry, an arrangement was entered into with Peter Good of Dublin, that he should place at the disposal of the Committee the best of his trawlers, the “Erne” of fifty‐five tons, commanded by the most approved of his skippers, William Carroll, with an active well‐conducted crew. The vessel was engaged for six months certain, or longer if required, at the rate of £45 per calendar month, and with the gear was to be at the risk of Peter Good. She started on the 11th of Twelfth‐month, 1847. Much interest in her success was exhibited by the Government, and by officers of the coast guard; and Sir James Dombrain, the head of that service, obtained for Captain Carter, commanding the “Badger” cutter stationed at Castlehaven, full liberty to lend his assistance in furthering the objects sought.


On the “Erne’s” arrival at her destination, her extra gear, nets, &c. were landed, and she was prepared to pursue the purpose for which she had been employed. But it became apparent after some time, that no great exertion was likely to be made by the fishermen at Castlehaven, and the “Erne” commenced making an examination of the coast. This proved to be tedious and laborious, in consequence of the want of a correct chart of the coast; for it was found that the charts from the survey lately made under the Board of Admiralty, and which we had expected to receive from the Government, were not ready for publication. This circumstance caused some derangement of our plans, and was a source of considerable loss. The crew of the “Erne” were in consequence obliged to make extensive examinations by employment of the lead, prior to commencing any operations with the trawl; but not withstanding their care, great loss of nets and gear occurred from the foulness of the ground, and the height of the rocks from the bottom, even when in very deep soundings. These matters are more fully detailed in Captain Carroll’s report.


In the meanwhile, Charles Bushe, finding his fishery operations altogether unproductive, and his funds being expended, resolved to give up the establishment; and the Committee, under the advice of Captain Carter, purchased his boats and tackle, which



were handed over to an agent, who had undertaken to act for the Committee in the management of this station and that at Bantry Bay. On examination of the stations, he was of opinion that the station of Bantry Bay was much better situated; and having fixed upon Laurence’s Cove, Bere Island, as the best circumstanced spot on the coast of Bantry Bay, application was made to the Government for a store and yard there, belonging to the Ordnance; which were granted.


About this time the six months were coming to a close, and Captain Carter wrote to request that the “Erne” should not be taken off the coast, until some fine weather had permitted a fair examination of its capabilities, which was complied with. As there appeared but little probability of the Castlehaven station proving successful, it was determined to give it up; and when the weather permitted, the “Erne” was employed in removing the boats, materials, &c. to Laurence’s Cove. On this being accomplished, the “Erne” was sent round to Galway, Captain Carroll having directions to proceed fully equipped for fishing.






Statement abridged from the Report of William Carroll, Master of the “Erne,” respecting his operations.


December 27, 1847.—Left Castlehaven with a pilot; sounded off the harbour, and found it all rocky ground; thence to Cape Clear, and found a patch of clear ground. 28th.—Off Cape Clear, found trawling‐ground very narrow; shot the trawl, and kept the lead constantly going; got very little fish. 29th.—To Ross Bay; found the pilot knew nothing of the kind of bottom there; shot the trawl where he described the ground as clear, and in a few minutes caught fast in a rock, and lost the entire net, value £10. Obliged to return to Castlehaven to replace the net. 31st.—Carefully sounded the entire of Ross Bay, and found a narrow strip of clear; shot the trawl, but got no fish. Had to return to Castlehaven on account of a heavy gale, which continued for some days.


January 10th, 1848.—Went to Toe Bay; sounded it carefully; shot the trawl, but found the space too narrow to trawl in. 11th.—Between Gally Head and Seven Heads; sounded, and found a muddy bottom; shot the trawl, but had it only a short time down when it caught in a rock; got it up with the net slightly torn; shot it again, and towed it for four hours; took no fish but skate, of which there was a large quantity. Had to return and stay in Castlehaven on account of a dreadful gale. While there, the fishermen came on board to examine our modes of fishing, and we gave them all the instruction in our power. 15th—Went in search of the reported “Nymph



Bank;” ran out S. by W., sounding as we went; commenced at 40 fathoms, and increased to 100 fathoms. We are quite satisfied that no bank exists there. Found the bottom soft oozy matter.


March 1st—Proceeded to Cape Clear; tried the fishing‐ground, but took nothing but skate. 3rd.—Went to Bantry Bay; got a pilot at Berehaven; made a long haul, and caught a small quantity of black sole, hake, etc., and a large quantity of skate. 6th.—Tried Berehaven harbour, and found the bottom very rocky; caught a large lot of plaice, and some other fish. 9th.—Proceeded to Mizen Head, and sounded all the ground between that and the Fastnet Rock; found the bottom rocky, and deep water. 13th Ran out from Castlehaven, W. S. W., sounding constantly for 20 miles; found no good fishing‐ground; changed our course to E. S. E., and ran sounding for 10 miles; distance from land 30 miles; found the bottom alternately rocky. Shot the trawl, and towed it northwards for about four hours, then hove it up, but found not a vestige of the ground part of the net remaining. Returned to Castlehaven, and fixed another net; went out again, and sounded between Cape Clear and Crookhaven; found a patch of sandy ground and shot the trawl, but almost at once caught on a rock, and hove it up slightly torn. Found the charts which we brought with us most deficient with respect to the kind of bottom described in them. The rocks on this part of the coast are in many cases covered with a soft oozy matter, which is very deceptive in sounding, and to this we attribute the loss of so many nets.


May 1st.—Went to trawling‐ground off Cape Clear; caught about thirty pair of black soles and a large quantity of other fish; took the fish to Skibbereen for sale. The prices of the best trawl fish ridiculously low. Were offered only one shilling for a good turbot and a large pair of soles. Before our vessel came here, the poorer people would not eat ray; but on seeing that our crew preferred it to other fish, their prejudices gave way, and they were thankful to get it. 3rd—Went off the Cape Clear ground again, and returned with a large quantity of fish. 5th.—Off Gally Head; shot the trawl, but found no fish except some skate. 7th.—Again off Cape Clear; caught very little fish, owing to a strong gale of S. W. wind. We have found it invariably the case that strong S. W. gales make such a heavy sea, that it entirely banishes the fish from the coast. 10th.—Proceeded to Cork, to bring two pattern fishing boats and a quantity of nets, &c. 18th.—Returned to Castlehaven with them. Proceeded to Baltimore for stores, and returned with them to Castlehaven. 26th.—Went to Cork for oars, lines, nets, etc. 30th—Returned with them to Castlehaven. The fishermen of Castlehaven, on seeing the boats and stores, refused to go out to fish on the usual plan of having a share of the fish caught,



but wanted to be paid weekly wages instead. Endeavoured to persuade them to avail themselves of the excellent opportunities now offered; but they appeared to prefer any shore work that would produce sixpence per day, to any description of fishing.


June 2nd.—Proceeded to take the boats, gear, nets, materials, etc. to Bere Island. Removing these occupied till the middle of July.


July.— Left Bere Island and sounded between Mizen Head and the Fastnet Rock, fell in with a patch of sand; shot the trawl, but in half an hour it caught in a rock; hove it up, with the net torn in pieces. In fact, the only good ground for trawling on this coast is situated inside rocks and islands, not affording sufficient drift for our vessel to trawl. 20th.—Received instructions to proceed to Galway. 22nd.—Left Castlehaven. Landed stores at Berehaven on the 28th, and arrived at Galway on the 31st.






Continuation of Statement respecting the “Erne” trawler, compiled from Captain Carroll’s report, with William Todhunter’s observations.


August 12th, 1848.—Mr. William Todhunter joined me at Galway, and we immediately commenced to examine what trawling ground could be discovered in this bay and on the coast.


Galway Bay.—Made three hauls of the trawl far in the bay with the greatest success; the quantity of fish captured being larger than we had ever seen taken in treble the time. We refrained from making a fourth, in consequence of the threats of the Claddagh fishermen against our pilot. 13th.—Started for Costello Bay; shot the trawl, and found the ground rocky; made several other trials with the same result. On the 14th we tried the fishing‐ground off Arran; bottom rocky, with some patches of clear; shot the trawl, but with little success. Sheltered for the night in Arran harbour. Next day started for Roundstone, and shot the trawl off Gulin Head and the mouth of Casheen Bay; but took little, although we persisted for some time, at great risk of the gear from the foulness of the bottom; stopped that evening in Roundstone harbor, and returned in the morning to Galway Bay. From the 14th to the 27th of August, every day that the weather permitted, the Erne was engaged in trawling in Galway Bay. A very large quantity of fish was captured there; the finer kinds were given to respectable persons in and about Galway, thus displaying the great supplies obtainable from Galway Bay. The coarse fish taken were distributed among the poor. 27th.—Started from Galway for Boffin Island, but were obliged, from the severity of the weather, to



take shelter in Costello Bay, where the “Erne” lay windbound until the 30th; when we again left, but had to shelter for the night in Arran. Next day we put into Casheen Bay, and found the bottom altogether unfit for trawling; proceeded on to Bunowen, where we made two scrapes of the trawl; the first appeared plenty, but the scope of trawling ground so circumscribed as to render this mode of fishing quite unprofitable.


September 1st.—Arrived in Boffin; found the fishermen and their families in extreme misery, the quantity of fish appearing on the coast being very scanty; made extensive soundings without finding any extent of ground fit for our operations; ran into Ballinakill Harbour. Next morning made Cleggan Bay; shot the trawl, and were very successful, taking up a large quantity of fish. A great number of the fishermen from these parts were present when the nets were hauled in. 3rd.—We made an examination with the lead which was unsatisfactory, yet we were induced to try a scrape of the trawl between Boffin and Innisturk; the trawl soon caught in a rock, and was only recovered with much damage to the net. 4th.—Again tried Cleggan Bay, but a breeze of wind in the night had entirely changed the circumstances for fishing; the whole bottom was covered many feet deep with sea‐weed, which choked the net. Obtained a pilot who directed our course to grounds which he stated to be perfectly clear, but we hardly got the trawl down until it was fast in a rock; after some hours’ hard labour, the beam came up, leaving the whole net, foot‐ropes, &c. at the bottom. We then sailed for Westport, where we had to order a new net, and to make new foot‐ropes, &c., which were not ready till the 11th of September. On the 12th sailed for Clare Island; found the fishermen there a most careless body of men, their boats in a most shattered state, and their tackle nearly useless; it was quite evident we could not benefit them; could discern no appearance of the assistance lately given to them by the Committee. Commenced an examination of fishing ground, and found an unusually large scope of clean bottom fit for trawling between Clare Island and Achill Bay, but the stuff brought up by the lead was not encouraging; lowered the trawl, and had a long clear scrape, yet the quantity of good fish was trifling. Next morning started on our voyage, coasting round Achill Island; were disappointed at meeting no fishing boats; in the evening arrived at Blacksod Bay; here the weather was so severe, that we were detained for several days. 17th.—When the weather cleared, we returned southwards again. 18th.—Commenced trawling again in Ballinakill Bay, being anxious to teach T. F. Eastwood’s men the use of the lead in finding proper ground to render his trawling safe. Trawled again off Boffin Island and Cleggan Bay, with only slight success. Were detained in Ballinakill



harbour for two days by stormy contrary winds. 23rd.—Sailed for Galway. On the 24th, being then several miles from land, the “Erne” got among a shoal of herrings so dense as to retard her way through the water very much. 25th.—Perceived fifty or sixty boats engaged in herring fishing; altogether disapproved of their mode of fishing, and were greatly disappointed, considering the misery and destitution of the people, that the take of herrings was very limited: not over one to two hundred fish per boat. 27th.—Started again southwards, and having sounded Gregory’s Sound between the two larger islands of Arran, shot the trawl, but with little success, owing to the unfavourable state and direction of the wind. Ran up first Ventry and then Dingle Harbour. Here, for the first time, we had the satisfaction of seeing a numerous fleet of fishing‐boats actively employed; there were upwards of one hundred; some taking hake with reeling lines, but the greater number examining trammel nets, taking out the fish, and again dropping their nets to the bottom; the quantity of fish they were taking was very great. We commenced an examination by the lead, and the sand brought up gave better expectation of fish than at any other place we had visited, except the best parts of Galway Bay. After making an extensive examination, from off Dingle Harbour towards the entrance to Valentia Harbour, we shot the trawl; found the bottom rather soft and muddy, and the trawl‐heads sunk, and every now and then touched the top of rocks; after about an hour and a half, we brought up in a rock; the gear came up, with the net unfortunately much torn; still the quantity of fish taken was very large: one hundred and thirty pair of black‐soles, about eighty hake, with white‐sole, megrims, plaice, dabs, skate, etc.; had the net come up whole, the quantity would have been very great indeed. Soon after, spoke the “Osprey” trawler, chartered by the Deep‐sea Fishing Company; she informed us that the quantity of fish in Ballinskelligs Bay was great, and that the ground was good and safe for trawling; finding these places so properly occupied, we refrained from trawling there and bore up for Valentia. Good as the harbor of Valentia is, and near to the fishing‐ground, there was little appearance of extended fishing. From what we were informed by fishermen, water‐guards, and other persons, there is no better circumstanced fishing station on the south‐west coast of Ireland. 28th.—Left Valentia, having first as usual distributed among the poor all the fish caught, and reached Bantry Bay that night, stopping at Lawrence’s Cove Station; passed on our way in the bay many boats fishing with hand‐lines for hake.


October.—The “Erne” was more than a fortnight in Bantry Bay, but through the unusual severity of the weather, only a few days were fit for trawling. In the bay, especially between Whiddy Island and Glengariff, there were many trammel



nets set; we saw them examined, and found the take was exceedingly large. Found affairs at Laurence’s Cove far from satisfactory, the amount of fish captured being very much less than had been calculated on. In our judgment, a great portion of the want of success arises from the lazy habits of the fishermen themselves, and their inveterate system of following fish only when obliged to do so from want or hunger. When any considerable quantity of fish was taken on one day, they stayed at home the next, though perfectly suitable for the purpose; then perhaps many successive days were unfit to go out, and they were begging for assistance to support themselves and their families; and those days they could not go out were spent in entire idleness, or in some casual attempts at tillage. During the “Erne’s” stay in Bantry Bay, we made great exertions to fish when practicable, but the severity of the weather greatly restricted us; there were but five days in which we could attempt to trawl, and not one when the weather was such as to permit our trawling the whole day. Our success while trawling was very good; we found the ground in Bantry Bay generally clear, and never damaged our nets. The quantity of black and white sole, plaice, megrim, ray, and skate was very large indeed, and that of hake larger than in any other place: we also took some cod, haddock, pollock, gurnet, etc. Our scope for trawling was much restricted by the great number of trammel nets set in all the best portions of the upper part of the bay. We noticed many well‐appointed six‐oared boats going out from Bantry to fish with long seines, which are drawn into the boats, as the nature of the shore would not allow of their being drawn on land; these belong to shopkeepers and other wealthy persons in the neighbourhood, and must sometimes be very remunerating. There were about ten hookers in Castletown, of from 7 to 15 tons, hake fishing by night with hand‐lines, in the open part of the bay; the take was then unusually good, being from 200 to 350 fish per night each. Taking all these circumstances into account, and the advantages of stores, etc. at the station, we consider no place on the coast more eligible than Lawrence’s Cove for a fishing station. 20th.—Started from Bantry Bay and put into Crookhaven. 21st—Put into Skull Harbour. 22nd.—Reached Castlehaven. 24th.—The “Erne” shot the trawl off Gally Head, and had a very successful haul; the take principally hake, skate, and other coarse fish, with some black sole, white sole, megrims, etc. During our stay at Castlehaven, we trawled the several patches of clear ground discovered by the “Erne” when here before; though the take of fish was still large, it was not so much as we had anticipated, and showed that this portion of the coast was quite unfit for regular trawling. There had been some large captures of herrings by the fishing boats here, for



two or three nights, but on the whole the herring fishery was a failure. Last year they were in such abundance, that for six months the price never exceeded 5s. per ton.


November 3rd.—The “Erne” left Castlehaven without trawling further; called at Kinsale and Cork; had to put into several other harbours in consequence of contrary winds and the severity of the weather, and did not arrive in Dublin until the 13th of January, 1849.






Abstract of Remarks by William Todhunter which accompanied the foregoing statement.


William Todhunter, who had joined the “Erne” at Galway on the 12th of Eighth‐month, 1847, continued with her until they reached Cork on the 7th of Eleventh‐month, 1848, when he left by steamer for Dublin. Soon after his arrival he waited on Thomas N. Redington, the Under‐secretary, to acquaint him with the termination of the fishery voyage of the Erne, and to state the results; mentioning the total failure of Charles Bushe’s project with respect to her services; the very unsatisfactory state in which his fishery establishment had been found by Captain Carroll; that shortly after the arrival of the “Erne” at Castlehaven, the establishment had ceased to exist; and that, in order to assist Charles Bushe, and to prevent the loss of his boats, tackle, and gear, the Committee had been induced to purchase the whole from him. Afterwards finding, notwithstanding the account which the Committee had received of Castlehaven, that it was a position entirely unsuited for an extensive fishing station, it was decided to give it up, and remove the boats, etc. to Berehaven. This difficult and expensive affair was safely accomplished by the “Erne’s” assistance, and of course occupied a considerable portion of time. The “Erne,” during her continuance at Castlehaven, had been a very heavy expense to the Committee, without any adequate advantage to the fisheries; and, although she had afterwards been more usefully employed, her services did not appear to be further required, and the Committee consequently discontinued them. The great loss sustained in the undertaking, for want of charts of the west and southern coasts, was also mentioned; these had been expected to be received from the Admiralty, through the Irish Government, prior to the employment of the “Erne.” It was, however, found that the Admiralty charts of this portion of the Irish coast were not yet in a state to publish. Those charts of the new Admiralty survey, furnished by the Irish Government, wherever the places visited by the “Erne” were laid down, were found



most correct, and there was never any difficulty in entering those harbours. But there appeared an unfortunate omission in not having an index of the compass bearings marked upon them. It is to be regretted, also, that a properly qualified fisherman was not attached to each surveying vessel, who, by examination of the matter brought up by the arming of the lead when sounding, could have formed a judgment as to what kinds and quantities of fish were likely to be found in each place. The record of this would have rendered the Admiralty charts most valuable for fishing purposes.


In concluding this report, William Todhunter wishes to lend his assistance to rectify a very general error that prevails respecting reported fish banks on the north‐west, west, and south‐west coasts of Ireland; as, from the information he obtained, he believes such banks have no existence, and that the survey now making by the Admiralty will prove the total folly of the statements about these reported banks for fishing on. Indeed, the general character of the north‐west, west, and south west coast is, as might be anticipated, so rocky and foul within soundings suitable for trawling, that, generally speaking, such operations cannot be carried on with any ease or safety. There are some exceptions in bays on the north‐west coast, in Cleggan Bay off the islands of Boffin and Shark, in Galway, in Bunowen, in Dingle (where the quantity of good fish is very great indeed), in Ballinskelligs (a most excellent fishing bay), and in Bantry Bay. There is also a large tract of good ground between the Foze Rock and the Skelligs, as likewise east of Cape Clear Island.








APPENDIX XVIII.

SPADE CULTIVATION OF LAND AT BALLINA.



Statement respecting the objects of the agricultural operations under taken by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, in the Union of Ballina, County of Mayo, in the year 1848.


The Ballina Union was perhaps the most impoverished and wretched in Ireland, and the expectation of enabling some portion of the unemployed destitute able‐bodied men, who were at that time obliged to seek refuge from starvation in the poor‐house, to maintain themselves and their families through their own exertions, was the principal inducement to the members of the Committee to enter upon so unusual and onerous an undertaking.


To carry this plan into effect, the Committee determined to accept from some proprietors certain portions of lands originally cultivated, but then lying waste, and likely to continue so; the



complete destitution of the rural population being such as to preclude a hope of their being able to till or crop them during the season. Such portions of land, taken by the Committee or its agents for the crop, to be free of rent and poor rate. Other taxes to be discharged by the Committee, who bound themselves to cultivate the land by spade cultivation, employing the destitute labourers thereon, and paying them a fair rate of wages for their labour. The arrangement to be by task work; the Committee to find manure and seed. The crop to be the property of the Committee for repayment of their outlay.


In accordance with the foregoing arrangements, the Committee entered upon upwards of 500 acres of land, the property of various proprietors in the Union of Ballina. It was their wish that the mode of cultivation should be such as to afford the largest amount of labour, with the smallest outlay for manure and for seed, so far as was compatible with raising a fair crop.


The Committee desired the undertaking to be so conducted as to be a means of teaching the labourers employed a new and improved system of cottier husbandry, such as they had not themselves been accustomed to; and that one of its leading objects should be to display to the cottier‐tenant the measures to which he ought to resort, in order to make up, by varied cultivation, for the loss of the potato.


It was likewise the desire of the Committee, to refrain from purchasing any manure collected by the people in the neighbourhood, which it might be expected would be made use of by others during the coming season. They preferred, as much as practicable to keep to the use of guano, and other foreign manures. And as the gathering, preparing, and carriage of sea‐weed afforded considerable employment to the people, they were desirous of making use of it as a manure, wherever it could be used beneficially in the production of any portion of the crops. It was decided by the Committee, to refrain from the cultivation of potatoes.






Letters from Col. George Vaughan Jackson, of Carramore, respecting the agricultural operations in the Union of Ballina.



Carramore, Ballina, 10th of February, 1848.


I am unwilling to delay a post in informing you of what we did in this parish yesterday, regarding the cultivation of the soil.


Accompanied by the Rev. John Lees, I went to the lands fixed upon for being worked. The men on the list, the Practical Instructor, Mr. Martin, and the overseers were there. We first classed the men in gangs, according to their residences, to provide



as far as possible against inconvenience to those from a distance. This done, each gang was supplied with spades of the most approved description, ordered by the Practical Instructor, to be paid for by the men from their wages. The first gang were then instructed as to the working of the land, and the right mode of using the implements. The second gang, when ready, came to view, and observed how the first gang worked; and this done, were taken by the Practical Instructor to their own place for work, till we had eight gangs all going; numbering one hundred and twenty men. I never witnessed higher cheer than the men exhibited at getting work; and it was very gratifying to see the Practical Instructor showing them how to work, having first put proper tools in their hands. It had all the appearance of a great adult school of industry.


We considered it desirable that all the gangs should work at the same place, under the eye and teaching of the Practical Instructor, for two or three days, till they thoroughly understand how they are to proceed, and this done, move to the lands adjacent to their respective residences.


All this holds out much and joyful happy promise to the starving people; obtaining industrial occupation, reproductive work, money payment, instruction in husbandry and in the proper use of implements, by the same operation. But it is not wise to be too sanguine.


We have need of constant care and watching, for we have to contend with many difficulties. Some of these poor men are too weak to work well, from want of sufficient food. We must by degrees instruct them, class them, and find work for them suited to their wasted powers, till their strength returns.


We have before us, also, the terrible consequences that have arisen from the necessity of giving full wages for nominal work, under the Relief Works, to save life during the last winter. This system has entailed shocking demoralization, and requires the strictest rules and their enforcement, to obtain fair work for fair wages.


Mr. Lees was desirous of employing gangs of children, boys and girls, at small wages. Having well considered the matter, we have agreed to pause till we see our way a little better. Children are fed at the schools, and the pressure in consequence is not so urgent. Then, we can never lose sight of the business view of the case; that is, that value for outlay must be realized as far as possible, and every thing done in the cheapest manner. If children are employed before labour suited to their years be found for them, habits of idleness instead of those of industry will follow, and we shall be doing mischief.


I think a surveyor to measure the land will be required, in order to secure accuracy in paying wages for work. A fit man can, I think, be had cheap.




The demand for labour or employment is excessive. Should your committee feel so disposed, on further knowledge of the case in its various bearings, existing gangs can be subdivided, and new hands added to each section, and so on. We considered a right beginning of much consequence, to be followed up by a steady adherence to system and order.


I am going again to‐day to watch the proceedings. I tell all these men, that each man must consider himself a paid policeman; that the rights of property must be respected to the last, by them all. Theft prevails now to a most painful extent; but no other crime. It has arisen and increased from want of food.


My best endeavours will be directed to assist in bringing this happy system of benevolence to a successful issue.



(Signed) G. Vaughan Jackson.





Carramore, Ballina, 13th April, 1848.


The population are making a most noble effort to cultivate the soil. At every step, I was asked if the seeds were come, and when they would be given out. An immense crop of turnips will be put in this year; they have learned the value of the turnip crop.



(Signed) G. Vaughan Jackson.









Letter from John Lees, on the same subject.


Ballina, 15th April, 1848.


I assure you, the effects of our undertaking are beyond description, and the peasantry all round the country are copying. Much has been sown by the labourers employed by your society on their own lands. Everything is going on well.



(Signed) John Lees.







Statement of the quantity of land taken for cultivation by spade labour in the Union of Ballina, County of Mayo, with the names of the proprietors from whom it was taken.



	

			Acres.

	1.	Lieut. Col. G. V. Jackson	160

	2.	John Gardiner	30

	3.	William Orme	60

	4.	Thomas Howley	30

	5.	George Orme	12

	6.	Dr. Robert Atkinson	40

	7.	Francis Knox Orme	20

	8.	Earl of Arran, per J. Symes	70

		Forward	422



	

			Acres.

		Brought over	422

	9.	Lieut. Col. F. A. Knox Gore	50

	10.	Dr. Costello	10

	11.	Major John Gardiner	30

	12.	John Orme	10

	13.	Edmund Orme	10

	14.	James V. Jackson	10

	15.	Edmund Howley	30

			572














Estimate of the number of acres tilled, with the various crops.



	

		A.	R.	P.

	Flax	75	3	4

	Turnips	264	2	18

	Carrots	46	3	30

	Parsnips	31	0	17

	Beans	16	3	36

	Peas	13	3	3

	Mangold	38	2	3

	Forward	487	2	31



	

		A.	R.	P.

	Brought over	487	2	31

	Cabbage	4	1	15

	Wheat	3	0	27

	Barley	12	0	26

	Oats	4	1	33

	Onions	0	0	6

	Total quantity tilled	511	3	18












Report from Henry Brett, County Surveyor of Mayo, respecting the land cultivation experiment in the Union of Ballina.


Ballina, 19th of June, 1848.


In compliance with the wishes of your Committee, I have made a personal inspection of the several portions of land occupied in the spade‐labour green‐crop experiment, by the Society of Friends in the Ballina Poor‐law Union, and the result of my observations I beg to subjoin.


In viewing the project as a measure intended to benefit the population of the large extent of country embraced within the Ballina Union, with a view to the diffusion of useful agricultural knowledge, as well as to bring employment within the reach of those requiring it, it appears to me that your Committee have made a judicious selection of the localities in which the operations were to be carried on.


It must be evident to the most casual observer, that difficulties of no ordinary nature presented themselves in carrying out this experiment, in such a way as to be remunerative to the projectors, or sufficiently beneficial to the population whose condition it was designed to benefit. The impoverished state of the soils of the country, owing to the long‐continued mismanagement and want of proper manures, the total want of skilled labour of the ordinary kind, the absence of a staff of properly qualified persons to carry out the various operations, the lateness of the period at which most of the proceedings were commenced, and the physical inability, from fever and famine, of numerous persons employed as labourers, all tended to render the proceedings most difficult and expensive. It is, however, gratifying in the extreme, to find that this project is one which combines benevolence and utility in a high degree. It is one of the few objects where the laudable intentions of the promoters are likely hereafter to prove of undoubted advantage to the unfortunate peasantry



of this country; as it has unquestionably benefited them, by affording them the means of support, and thus rescuing them from the demoralizing out‐door relief. It is most cheering to perceive that, short as the period has been since the operations commenced, there are evident traces of improvement in the manner of carrying out these operations, as well as in a desire to copy after them in their own patches of land.


I have to observe that several patches of the land worked upon were unfit to be selected, so as to give the experiment a fair trial for one year’s crop, and there was necessarily a greater degree of expense incurred on some farms than one years crop would reasonably warrant; it would require at least two years’ cultivation and cropping to judge fairly of the expense incurred. It is but fair to state, that no other land could be obtained at the time on the terms set forth.


The crops generally look healthy and promising; and although there are some partial failures, chiefly in the mangold wortzel, wheat, and barley, there is no reason to apprehend that the land will remain unproductive. The patches so circumstanced, as well as some few cases where the carrots appear delicate, are to be resown with late turnips.


I have prepared an abstract of the operations up to the 12th inst., the result of which shews that the quantity of land worked is as follows:—



		A.	R.	P.

	Extent of land dug	511	3	8

	Ditto, cropped	396	1	20

	Ditto, to be cropped	115	1	28




Some of the farms have cost more than others, both for labour and manure. This circumstance is very unfortunate; but it was difficult to regulate the uniformity of expense, when there was not an individual controlling power to see that no excess should arise. It appears to me, however, that over the great bulk of the lands in operation, great care was taken to keep the expense at the lowest point consistent with prudence and judgment. The manure, though a heavy item in several instances, was an unavoidable expense; as without a sufficient quantity, it is evident that the chances of a crop would be doubtful, and the previous expenditure little better than a preparation for fallowing the land.


As regards the completion of the remainder of the cropping, it seems to me that the expenses ought to be kept within the most rigid scale of expenditure; and the weeding of the land, which now becomes an indispensible matter, will require great care to see that it is carried out efficiently; but, at the same time, with a due regard to economy.


Upon the whole, I think there is as little to complain of as could reasonably be expected, under the very peculiar



circumstances of the experiment; and I have no doubt that if the Almighty Dispenser of events should bless the land with a favourable autumn, a good fair average crop will be realized.



(Signed) Henry Brett,

County Surveyor, Mayo.







Report of a Deputation from the Committee, respecting the land cultivation at Ballina.


In compliance with the wish of the Central Relief Committee, we proceeded to the country on the 18th inst., and during the ensuing four days we visited, with the exception of the farms in the Attymas district and on Lord Arran’s lands, all the farms under cultivation for the Committee in the counties of Mayo and Sligo, amounting in number to 30, and comprised within an area of 14 miles long by 12 broad. The soil is generally of a good description, loamy and deep; but never having been well cultivated, and having lain idle or waste for one or more years, most of it was in a bad state for green crops, and very full of weeds. It has, however, now been well tilled, though at an outlay considerably beyond what was calculated upon. The present state of the crop is as follows. The turnips, except where seaweed has been applied with guano, have suffered much from the fly, so extremely prevalent this year. Several fields have in consequence been sown a second and a third, and in one instance a fourth time, yet they still remain with little prospect of a crop, particularly on a portion of Colonel Gardiner’s property. On the whole, about two thirds of a fair return may be expected. The parsnips, carrots, and mangold in many cases promise well, in others they have missed, and the whole crop, with little exception, is backward. The peas and beans are generally very poor, and appear to have been imperfectly cultivated. The flax covers the ground well everywhere. It was, however, sown late, and will in general be short in the staple. On the whole, it is by far the most promising crop. The wheat, barley, and oats have failed almost without any exception. The dibbling of the seed appears totally inapplicable to the land and to the climate, and leaves no provision against the ravages of insects and birds. The Local Committee at Ballina, at our suggestion, have come to the resolution of not expending any more money upon the uncropped land, except the cost of sowing broad‐cast with late turnips on the lands already prepared. Except in the Crossmolina district, the weeding and thinning of the crops are in a backward state, and by no means so fully performed as might fairly be expected from the great outlay; and unless the management be greatly improved, a further and very extravagant expense will be incurred under



these heads, to which, in a few weeks, that of watching will have to be added. In consequence of the scattered situations of the farms, a watchman will be required for each, so that at 6s. per week for day and night, this item of expenditure will probably amount to upwards of £100.


Upon reference to the accounts, a great discrepancy will be evident in the cost of labour upon each landlord’s property, which can only be explained by the carelessness, or something worse, of the persons who had the immediate oversight of the work upon those farms where the outlay has been excessive. In almost every case, those parties were dependent upon or related to those who will be next year benefited by the improvement of the land. This arrangement appears to be a great mistake of the local committee. Under all circumstances of the case, a first‐rate man, properly qualified to see the needful done for the growing crops, and to dispose of them when they arrive at maturity, should be sent down to Ballina without delay; to be assisted by the local committee there, but with powers in some degree independent of them.


With respect to the future disposal of the produce of these farms, so much depends upon the result of the potato crop this year, that it is almost too soon to come to any decision on the subject. From Boyle to Ballina by Sligo, and from Boyle to Foxford, a very great breadth of potatoes has been sown. Under any circumstances, it is evident the green crops should be sold as they grow on the land; and to effect that object, it will be worthy of the consideration of the Committee, whether an auction might not be tried at the latter end of the year, after a general advertising both in England and Scotland. The disposal of the flax crop will require to be first attended to, and a competent person to superintend the sowing and management of it should be sent down timely.


It appears to us that the expenditure on the whole has been very much greater than such work should cost under ordinary circumstances. Had the undertaking been commenced earlier, under a different arrangement, and with a responsibility as to superintendance more definite, the cost would have been one‐third less. Although the rate of wages appears low, yet most of the people employed seem to be unskilled, and many of them so incapable of labour, from previous illness and insufficiency of food, that the expenses in many instances were nearly doubled.


It will be satisfactory to the Committee to learn, that great relief and benefit have been conferred on the population of the district in which the works have been carried on. The wages, which were paid in money weekly, not only enabled the labourers to provide food for their families, but in many instances to prepare and also plant their own small plots of ground. The example shown will, we doubt not, lead to an improvement



in the mode of cultivation in the country around. The general conduct of the people employed, as reported to us, has been docile and obedient, and they appear to be grateful for the efforts made for their assistance and advantage.


We wish also to bear testimony to the attention and exertions of the local committee, who have so anxiously devoted their time and labour to the success of the undertaking under the various difficulties they have had to contend with. Their untiring perseverance appears to us to demand some acknowledgment from the Central Committee.



(Signed)

	James Perry,

	Edward Barrington.





Dublin, 27th of Seventh‐month, 1848.







Statement of accounts of the agricultural operations at Ballina:—



EXPENDITURE.
	1849,
3rd mo. 31.	£	s.	d.

	To amount of payments made by Central Relief Committee at Dublin, and Local Managing Committee at Ballina, to this date, viz.—			

	In the wages of labour	4,739	1	5

	Implements of manual labour	128	3	3

	Guano, seaweed, and other descriptions of manure	1,732	11	8

	Turnip, carrot, parsnip, mangold‐wortzel, peas, beans, barley, oat, and flax seeds	281	15	7

	Freight and carriage	54	16	1

	Insurance, storage, &c.	47	15	11

	Taxes,	62	1	3

	Travelling expenses of overseers, deputations, &c. and maintenance of superintendent	216	7	0

	Salaries of superintendent, clerk, and surveyor	137	3	8

	Auctioneer from Dublin to attend sale of crops	10	0	0

	Advertisement in “Farmer’s Gazette”	7	10	0

	Postage, stationery, &c.	19	0	11

	Sundry incidental expenses	33	1	0

		7,469	7	9

	By amount received for net proceeds of sales of crops	1,756	2	2

	Excess of Expenditure	5,713	5	7








Report from Arthur Barrington, acting at Ballina for the Central Relief Committee, respecting the effects of the Land Cultivation in that Union in 1848.


During my stay in Ballina, I visited most of the lands cultivated by the Society of Friends last year. The crops of corn now on them did not at all, except in two or three instances,



present the flourishing appearance I expected; the chief causes being, I think, deficiency of seed and want of proper care in preparing the land for its reception. The long drought during the last two months has also had an injurious effect, particularly on those situated on the late Colonel Jackson’s property, some of which have been let for one year at £2 per acre, and will scarcely produce grain enough to pay that rent. They will, however, be considerably improved by the recent showers. The best crops are on Dr. Wilkinson’s land, now held by the Baptist Society, who have taken them for twenty‐one years, and cultivate them in a very superior manner. Some of their corn is equal to any I have seen in that part of the country this year; and spade labour only being used, the employment occasioned thereby is a great benefit to the immediate locality. Major Gardiner also has some good oats, but it is greatly to be regretted that he and the other proprietors did not sow hay seeds, and lay down the lands in good heart, and thus be enabled next year to turn their attention to some of the adjoining waste. As it is, they will take another crop of corn, and so reduce them to their original impoverished state; following their old plan of obtaining all they can for present use, not considering how they injure their future prospects by so doing. Although I am not able to give the committee a very flattering account of these crops, still it must be some consolation to them to think, that if they had not cultivated these lands last year, they would now be altogether useless, and the country be thus deprived of their present produce, small as it may be.


I saw a marked improvement in the mode of cultivation pursued in the Ballina district this year. There are in it some crops of oats, barley, and even wheat, which would do credit to some of our most experienced farmers; and throughout the entire country, the care that has been taken with the potatoes presents a very agreeable contrast to the slovenly method followed a few years ago.


The people appear determined that if they fail this year, it shall not be through any fault of theirs; they are to be seen on all sides weeding and moulding, and never have I seen a better prospect of an abundant crop, nor a greater breadth of land under them. It is almost unaccountable where they procured all the seed. I asked many persons resident in the country if they knew; but they could not tell. New potatoes are now selling in Ballina and Belmullet for six pence per stone, a very low price for this time of the year, and still the people are starving. The truth, I believe, is that no one has the means of purchasing; and want of purchasers keeps down the price. Scarcity of capital, not of food, is now the chief cause of distress.



(Signed) Arthur Barrington.

19th of July, 1849.









Extract from a Report made to the General Central Relief Committee for Ireland, by James Starkey, Practical Instructor, sent down by the Royal Agricultural Improvement Society, in the spring of 1849.


The Society of Friends have trained a vast number of small farmers to cultivate crops they never knew before, and in a most superior style; and, add to this, they imported no implements of husbandry unattainable by the humble man in the country; but took the hoe, the spade, and the shovel, and with the materials at hand, produced the most magnificent green crops in places that surprised the inhabitants of the country, who could not otherwise have been brought to believe that their land was capable of growing such crops. When I enquire of the people, “Do you know how to manure these crops,” the reply in such cases is, “Yes, sir, we worked with the Quakers last year;” or, “We saw how the Quakers cultivated their crops last season, and we will manage ours the same way.” Now, to establish those persons on their own account, as it were, and to confirm the culture of those crops that owe their success for introduction to the “Friends” last season, it is of the utmost importance that seeds genuine of their kinds should be given to such as are not able to buy, but who have their land prepared.



(Signed) James Starkey,

Practical Instructor.







Extract from a Ballina newspaper, dated 16th of May, 1849, respecting the effects of the land cultivation there in 1848.


It is gratifying to find that every man having the smallest holding, and remaining in this part of the country, is doing his best to cultivate it with all possible care. This is a most important feature in Irish agricultural pursuits, and one which is mainly attributable to the exertions of the Society of Friends here last year. In consequence of the information as to the best mode of cultivating land, then imparted to the labourers working upon their grounds, they now themselves, as far as circumstances will permit, are acting upon the instruction which they received. Hence, green crops are now being planted by persons that never before tried them; and although these may be “few and far between,” still they are evidence that the seed sown by the Society of Friends has taken root, and that should happier times arrive, it will be productive of great good. It is but too true, indeed, that but few persons can follow out the instructions imparted to them; but it is pleasing to find that all those who can, are cheerfully acting according to them.










APPENDIX XIX.

LOANS FOR SPADE CULTIVATION.



Report from Thomas Skilling, Professor of Agriculture, Queen’s College, Galway, relative to the spade cultivation of fifty acres of land in the year 1848, on Lord Wallscourt’s estate, Ardfry, county of Galway.


I shall briefly state the circumstances regarding the money advanced by the Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, to the late Lord Wallscourt and myself, for the purpose of employing and relieving the poor on the estates and surrounding neighbourhood of Ardfry in this county.


In the winter of 1847–8, Lord Wallscourt and I received as a loan from the Committee £200 free of interest, to be laid out in cultivating and raising green crops by spade labour; thus instructing, relieving, and employing the poor people of the locality. This was done under my immediate direction and management. I appropriated about fifty Irish acres of land on the estate, and set men and boys to dig, trench, and clear it during the winter; in the spring, to prepare, manure, and sow the seeds, turnip, cabbage, parsnip, carrot, &c.; and during the summer, to clean, weed, and cultivate them. All the people, men, women, boys and girls, were employed and paid; and this was not confined to our estate; we employed all the locality for miles around. We had very fine and abundant crops. Mr. Todhunter and his friends came down, saw, and admired all very much.


In consequence of our success, a larger sum was offered by the Committee for the following year 1848–9, but this I declined for reasons which I need not now explain; however, I agreed to keep the £200, and employ it as in the former year. This was done with the same happy effect; and in November, 1849, I returned the money, and the transaction was closed.


That this money, so managed, produced great good cannot be disputed; it was a really successful experiment, and in several points of view. First, it saved many lives, and relieved numerous families from a state of starvation. Secondly, a large amount of useful knowledge was disseminated throughout a wide district; the cultivation of green crops, and in the best style, was taught, in a neighbourhood hitherto ignorant on the subject; and the great uses and importance of these crops are now well known and appreciated. A better course for the extension of agricultural knowledge could not have been taken.


I may also state, that in addition to the grant, the Committee, in the years 1848 and 1849, sent down a large quantity of green



crop seeds, which I divided as judiciously as possible among the small farmers and cottiers, over a large district of country, say the radius of a circle of eight to nine miles; so that in every farm and cottage‐garden there, even up to the present time, crops of this description are to be found growing.



(Signed) Thomas Skilling.
Galway, 8th of December, 1851.







Minute of Central Relief Committee, respecting loan to Colonel F. A. Knox Gore, Belleek Manor, Ballina, for spade cultivation of one hundred acres of land.


15th of Third‐month, 1849.


Colonel F. A. Knox Gore, of Belleek Manor, Ballina, has been in communication with this Committee for some weeks past, by letter and in person, relative to a renewed undertaking in the culture of land by spade labour on his estate; and has offered to appropriate 100 acres of land, which would otherwise remain waste for the present season, and to employ at fair wages an adequate number of labourers at his own risk, provided this Committee agree to advance him on loan for twelve months the sum of £800, free of interest. It is agreed to make this advance for the above purpose, in the hope that it may tend to give a further impulse to this branch of industry and mode of farming in that neglected district; as well as in furnishing a large amount of present employment to the destitute population there. The terms of the advance and mode of supervision to be carefully arranged by the secretaries and William Todhunter, on the same principle as in similar cases.






Report from Arthur Barrington, acting at Ballina for the Central Relief Committee, respecting Colonel Knox Gore’s cultivation by spade labour.


I this day visited the lands Col. Gore has cropped, with the assistance of money advanced to him by the Relief Committee of the Society of Friends. They consist of about seventy‐five acres of turnips and thirty‐five acres of flax. Nearly half of the turnips are Swedes; the remainder, Aberdeens and hybrids. There has been a great deal of pains taken with the cultivation of the turnips, the land having been properly dug and pulverized; and Colonel Gore assured me that the manure, consisting of farm yard, seaweed, guano, and bones dissolved in acid, has been



liberally supplied; but the crop is yet too young to show the effects. The first turnips were sown in the last week of May; but the weather has been so very dry during the entire of June, that those sown in the last week of the latter month are now quite as far advanced, and nearly the whole crop presents the appearance of having been sown at the same time. None of the seeds have missed, and if the weather continue favourable, I have no doubt there will be a fair crop in the entire. There is still about one acre to be sown, which Colonel Gore intends for globes, and which he hopes to finish this week.


The flax, although sown in May, is still very short, owing to the long drought; but has the appearance of having been managed with care; the Flax Improvement Society having sent two persons down to superintend the culture, under whose direction the sowing took place.


Colonel Gore intends sprinkling guano over that part which at present affords least prospect of a good crop; and if we have some more rain, judging from its present appearance, I trust the return will at least pay the outlay.


It is but justice to Colonel Gore to state, that he superintended the whole of the operations in person, his steward being engaged in other matters; and if the transaction do not succeed as well as could be wished, it will not be owing to any want of exertion on his part, his entire time and extraordinary energy having been given up to it from the commencement.



(Signed) Arthur Barrington.
Ballina, 9th of July, 1849.







Letter from Col. Knox Gore, descriptive of the effects of the spade cultivation of three hundred acres, undertaken by him in 1849.


I was altogether induced to try the experiment of spade cultivation, in consequence of your Society having introduced it the year before into the Ballina Union; and I felt it would be in vain to endeavour to extinguish out‐door relief and its attendant evils, if employment were not to be had for the able‐bodied. I had determined to go to the utmost extent I could afford, and had arranged to cultivate 200 acres; and it was the kind offer of a loan from your Committee that enabled me to add another 100 acres.


I accordingly commenced to dig the clay land, part of it being dug fourteen inches deep for turnips, and part of it nine inches deep for flax and oats; and to give a just idea not only of its state, but also of a vast proportion of the best land in the district, I will just mention that to prepare those 100 acres for farming purposes, I was obliged to level 1400 perches of small useless ditches



and banks, to drain ten acres of land hitherto unproductive, and to subsoil about ten acres that from its shallowness had never been cultivated before. These operations were carried on under the Land Improvement Act. The yearly instalment payable for twenty‐two years for these improvements amount to eight pounds.


Those lands had been left in the state described, by the tenants who in 1846 emigrated to America. I endeavoured to get the digging done by task, and I offered the price per acre at which it has been done in other parts of Ireland; but the people were so wretched, and had so little confidence in each other, that they declared they could only work by the day, saying they could not subsist twenty‐four hours without being paid their wages, depending almost entirely on out‐door relief, which would cease when they began to work for me. I therefore most reluctantly felt obliged either to give up my project, or employ men by the day at the usual wages of the country, viz. 6d. to 8d. per day, and I promised to pay them every evening.


I thus engaged in an undertaking, the difficulties of which none can appreciate who have not tried it; and although I was assisted by an efficient and energetic steward, yet as he had to attend my usual farm operations, which are on an extensive scale, the principal duty of overseeing and paying those labourers devolved on me; and from it I never flinched from December to July; being out each morning before light in winter, and at five o’clock during the other months, and not home till dark or eight o’clock, according to the season. I mention this solely for the purpose of shewing proprietors who are similarly circumstanced, that if they seriously wish to regenerate their country, or their estates, they must not be stopped by difficulties which can be overcome by energy and resolution.


To return to my detail: I continued digging land till, at the beginning of April, the quantity had reached 200 acres; of which 100 acres were sown with oats and barley; but this portion docs not necessarily enter into this report, as the cultivation was effected with my own funds. The other 100 acres were intended for turnips; but having been fortunate enough to induce Messrs. Bernard and Hay to form an establishment for the steeping of flax on the patent system, in Ballina, where I have built a scutching mill for them, at an expense of £1000 (and which I could not have effected but for the loan of £200 afforded me by your Committee for the purpose), I found it necessary to sow nearly 100 acres of flax; the land for which I principally selected from that intended and dug for turnips. I still, however, determined to have 100 acres of turnips, so I continued digging fresh ground; and, by the 1st of June, my operations extended over 300 acres. The sowing of this flax crop was completed by the 3rd of June, and proved a fair crop under all the circumstances.




For the reasons above stated, I was unable to commence the turnip crop till June. I then dug over 100 acres a second time; harrowing and rolling after each digging; marked out the drills along a line by men with spades; opened the drills, put in the manure, and closed the drills; all the operations—except the harrowing, rolling, and drawing the manure—being performed by men, women, and boys. The seed was sown by a poney with a machine, sowing two drills at a time. There was no failure over the entire; but, owing to an uninterrupted drought during the month of June and the beginning of July, the seed lay dormant for several weeks, particularly in the strongest and best land; so that the crop, as far as the seeds were concerned, became a late crop. The moment it was possible, the plants were singled and weeded with hand and hoe, and afterwards the whole extent was dug over between the drills; the land then presenting a garden‐like appearance, not a weed to be seen, and not a blank in the crop.


Had there been even half the demand for turnips that existed the preceding years, it would not only have paid expenses, but have left some rent for the land, which had been transformed, by the cultivation, from a mangled and exhausted waste to a highly farmed field; but from the comparative soundness of the potato crop, and the great breadth of turnips grown in the county, I found mine unsaleable in any quantity; so I consumed them with cattle, which were tied up in houses, or sheds. The cattle were supposed to be bought at a fair price, and were sold in the best markets; the stall‐fed being sold in Liverpool, where they fetched the highest price going. But such has been the depression in cattle‐feeding, that on the whole the turnip crop did not realize nearly the expenses, which were very heavy, in consequence of the bad state of the land, the long journey of the cattle to Liverpool, Glasgow, &c.


It remains, however, to be seen whether this year’s crops on the same land, (and they promise very well) will not in a great degree make up the loss of last year.12 It must also be borne in mind, that by thus employing the labouring population, an end was put to out‐door relief, which has not since been resorted to in the union, and by which means the Ballina union has risen from the most hopeless state to one that gives every confidence for the future; a saving of upwards of £25,000 a year, as compared with the last year of out‐door relief, being now effected.


During these operations, I have employed almost every person who asked for work, most of them unknown to me by name or appearance. The thankfulness with which these poor people received



their wages every evening was most gratifying; and as a proof of their gratitude and kind feeling, I may mention that my cattle and sheep were the only stock unwatched in the county, and yet I never lost one, nor can I complain of any injury done to my property.


At first I found the people unable to work, being weak, ill fed, and unskilled, (except those who had been employed by your committee the preceding year) but in a short time they improved, and we got on tolerably well. Men actually came each morning six miles to my work. When I found a family was large, I employed a sufficient number to support them all, and I thus gave employment to children who had never earned a penny before.


I am convinced if this system were generally adopted by each proprietor in each electoral division, to even a very small extent, the labourer and the land would soon rise in value; for I do not think the labouring population too great for the requirements of this country, were its agricultural resources fully developed.


I subjoin, as nearly as I can, a statement of the acreable expense of each crop, and also the exact return of the money realized by the sale and consumption of the crops.


With much gratitude, on my own part and on that of the district, for your timely assistance,



(Signed) F. A. Knox Gore.

August 31st, 1850.







Expense of Flax crop on waste land, per Irish acre.



	Digging twice	£1	10	0

	Weeding	0	2	0

	Harrowing and rolling	0	4	0

	One barrel of Riga seeds	1	16	0

	3 cwt. of Peruvian guano	1	10	0

	Grass and clover seeds	1	5	0

	Pulling, stooking, and ricking	1	0	0

		£7	7	0








Expense of Turnip crop on waste land, per Irish acre.



	Digging twice,14 inches deep	£1	18	0

	Harrowing and rolling	0	4	0

	Opening and closing drills, and putting in manure	0	12	0

	Six pounds of seed	0	6	0

	Manure—either 20 cubic yards of farm‐yard manure and 4 cwt. of Peruvian guano;
	or, 3 tons of dry seaweed and 4 cwt. of guano;

	or, 3 cwt. of vitriolized bones, and 4 cwt. of guano;

	or, 7 cwt. of best Peruvian guano,

	At an average cost for manure of

	4	0	0

	Singling, weeding, and digging between the rows	0	12	0

		£7	12	0

	To these should be added the expense of carting the flax to the establishment of Messrs. Hay, and stacking it on their premises; also the watching of the turnip crop, and carting it to the yard for the cattle. The attendance on the cattle, and the hay they consumed has been charged against them; the manure being set off against the value of the straw, of which a vast quantity was consumed.

	Total outlay on 107 acres: 35 in flax and 72 in turnips	£800	0	0

	PRODUCE.			

	Sold the flax for	£245	0	0			

	60 cattle, sold for over first cost	180	0	0			

	100 two‐year old cattle do.	125	0	0			

	274 sheep do.	86	0	0			

					636	0	0

	Leaving a loss for the year of	£164	0	0








Extract of a letter from George Sidney Smith, D.D., Rector of Aghalurcher, descriptive of the effects of the spade cultivation undertaken by him at Brookeboro’, County of Fermanagh.


My operations in this neighbourhood commenced in the year 1849: the amount of the loans from the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends being £350.


I understood the design to be, to give relief to the poor of the district in the legitimate way of industry; and to exhibit to the neighbouring farmers an example of spade labour, and of an improved system of cultivation of green crops.


Every man, woman, or child, capable of work, who presented himself, was provided with employment; and I do not think one was refused. The kind of work done was chiefly subsoiling.


There were inspectors to see that the work was properly done. Manual labour was also employed in the formation of the drills, putting in seed and manure, hoeing and cleaning the crops, which were chiefly Swede and Aberdeen turnips, with some cabbages and parsnips. The manures employed were guano and dissolved bones. £250 of your loan was expended in labour, £100 in seed and manures.


The young braird of turnips was cut off nearly over the whole crop by the fly. This was a source of injury to the crop, and of additional expense, as it became necessary to re‐sow with Aberdeens and other inferior kinds of turnips.


When the crop was at maturity, we advertised without success: no market was to be had until at an advanced period in the spring; and even then only ten shillings per ton, or some times a little more, could be had; and there was not capital at my command to procure cattle to feed off the crop: but the principal disaster arose from frost, which affected the turnips



to an extent that I had never expected. This was the chief cause why, as a matter of profit, the result has disappointed expectations. The next year a worm attacked universally the grain crops, wheat and oats, that succeeded in the rotation, cutting off the young braird close to the ground. Although post hoc may be confounded with propter hoc, yet the opinion of the neighbouring farmers, that this was to be ascribed to the deep digging, seems not devoid of probability.


The beneficial effects of this expenditure of your money on the poor were great and obvious. About 120 persons were constantly employed for many months; and of course several hundreds, through them, were supported and kept from the poor‐house. This feeling was very generally and gratefully expressed.


I must observe that the excellent proprietor of the land in this locality, Sir Arthur B. Brooke, Bart., M.P., exerted himself with great energy and liberality to aid the poor of his estate, and especially by way of employment; and to him must be attributed, in a very large proportion, the amelioration of the condition of the poor; but it is not to be doubted that the employment afforded by your Committee did extensively conduce to the same result.


One fact deserving of notice will speak for itself, namely, that the poor rates have been lessened in the electoral divisions of the union of Lisnaskea, which have enjoyed the above advantages. Since the relief afforded as above, the rates struck on the electoral divisions of Brookeboro’ and Colebrooke (from which our labourers were chiefly supplied) amounted only to tenpence in the pound up to the end of 1850; while in other divisions it was much greater; in some so high as five shillings, in others between six and seven.


In conclusion, great good has been done to the poor, although circumstances have deprived the experiment of its title to a remunerative character.



(Signed) George Sidney Smith.
Brookeboro’, December 31, 1851.









APPENDIX XX.

LOAN FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF FLAX RETTERY.



Minute of Central Relief Committee respecting application from Bernard and Kock and Colonel F. A. Knox Gore, for an advance to assist in constructing a rettery and a flax‐scutching mill, near Ballina.


15th of Third‐month, 1849.


An offer of three pounds per ton having been made by Bernard and Kock of Newport, county of Mayo, for the purchase of



our flax in the neighbourhood of Ballina, (being the produce of about seventy acres grown there for our account in the past season), it is agreed to accept it; and also to aid them in the establishment, in the vicinity of that town, of a factory for steeping and preparing flax on the improved plan pursued by them, by a loan of £500 payable with interest at the rate of five per cent, to be secured by their drafts on Hay, Brothers, and Co., of Ballina, who are to be concerned in the conducting of the intended factory.


It is also agreed, as a further means of promoting the extension of this desirable branch of industry in that part of the county of Mayo, that the sum of £400 be lent to Colonel F. A. Knox Gore, who has offered with this assistance to erect a flax scutching mill on a suitable site, with good water power; the amount to be secured by a mortgage on the property, and the advances to be repaid with interest at the rate of five per cent.






Extract of a Report from Arthur Barrington, acting at Ballina for the Central Relief Committee, respecting the flax operations of Bernard and Kock, and Hay Brothers, at Newport and Ballina, Co. of Mayo.


The flax mill in course of construction by Bernard and Kock is situated in the county of Sligo, about one mile from Ballina.


I have spent several days with these gentlemen, both at Ballina and Newport, and will be disappointed if they do not give satisfaction to the Committee in any transactions they may have with them.


The good they have already done at Newport manifests itself in the comfortable appearance of their work‐people, both men and women, when compared with the wretchedness of those not fortunate enough to be employed by them.


If their undertaking at Ballina have similar results, the Committee may congratulate themselves on their experiments there last year not having been entirely thrown away; as the quantity of flax grown there has given rise to so useful an establishment as I trust the one under consideration is likely to be. The different lots of flax have been given up to Bernard and Kock, amounting in all to about 157 tons.


It is due to Mr. Bunting, who superintended the flax last year, to state that Mr. Bernard thinks it has been uncommonly well saved. The quantity of flax sown this year in the neighbourhood of Ballina is pretty considerable, Colonel Gore having upwards of eighty, and Major Gardiner forty acres; beside numerous patches of from three acres and upwards among the



surrounding landholders, so that there is a prospect of a fair supply for the scutching‐mill.



(Signed) Arthur Barrington.

14th of July, 1849.







Statement by Hay Brothers respecting the Flax Rettery at Ballina.


The following are the statistics of the cultivation of flax in this district since the establishment of our rettery:—



	In the year	1849,	about	160	Irish acres of flax	were grown.

	„	1850,		250	„	„

	„	1851,		350	„	„




During the first two years, the cultivation was chiefly confined to landlords, whilst this year half the crop has been grown by tenant farmers.


Owing to several causes, but especially to bad selection and bad treatment of the soil, the average return of dried straw per Irish acre has not exceeded 2¼ to 2½ tons. However, in several instances, where a better course of cultivation has been followed, 3 to 3½ tons of dried straw has been obtained; which, at prices varying from £3 to £3 10, leave, after deducting £6 per acre for rent, seed, and labour, a nett profit of £3 to £4 per Irish acre.


Besides the employment given in the country by the grower, in the preparation of the soil and the weeding, pulling, and saving of the crop, one hundred hands have been constantly at work in our rettery, at wages of 7d. to 2s. per day for men, and 4d. for girls and boys.


The preparation of flax on Schenck’s system has so often been brought under public notice and fully described, that we do not think it necessary to allude to it, further than to express our opinion, that the establishment of retteries is the best mode of introducing the cultivation of flax into a new district; as they offer a market for the sale of the crop in the state of agricultural produce, when the want of machinery to prepare it, and the distance from the existing flax markets, have hitherto been the chief impediments to the promotion of its growth.



(Signed) Hay Brothers.

Ballina, 13th of December, 1851.











APPENDIX XXI.

ASSISTANCE TO INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.



Minute of Central Relief Committee respecting grant of five hundred pounds to the Belfast Ladies’ Industrial Association for Connaught.


25th of Fifth‐month, 1848.


A letter from Dr. Edgar of Belfast, with sundry documents exhibiting the operations of the “Belfast Ladies’ Industrial Association for Connaught,” has been laid before us.


It is agreed that the sum of £500 be allotted as a donation from our funds, in aid of the useful object of this association, payable as soon as the further sum of £500 shall be raised by them in other quarters for this object.






Statement from Letters by Dr. Edgar of Belfast, respecting the operations of the “Belfast Ladies Industrial Association for Connaught.”


The Belfast Ladies’ Relief Association for Connaught was formed October 22nd, 1846, in pursuance of an appeal by Dr. Edgar on the 13th of September preceding, and an address afterwards delivered by him at a public meeting in Belfast. In their first report, published at the close of 1847, they stated that they had collected £4,500; nearly the whole of which had been distributed gratuitously in food to the destitute.


A proposal, published by the association, to enable the females of Connaught to earn their own support, was well received; and they were enabled before the association had been much more than a year established, to report that as the scourge of hunger and disease was in a good degree abated, they had begun to advance materials for manufacture, at first cost, with a view of qualifying the young females of Connaught to become independent members of society through their own industry; that they were bearing the losses of first attempts at learning; were providing markets for the manufactured goods; had sent ten teachers from Ulster to Connaught, and were preparing to send five more. They also reported that experience had taught them, that they should chiefly confine their sphere of industry to knitting and the sewing of muslin.


The mode of proceeding for the establishment of the sewed muslin trade was this. They entered into arrangements with the two largest manufacturing houses in the trade, who respectively agreed that, provided the association established schools under qualified teachers, and paid the carriage of goods, they



would supply the scholars with materials for work; and, as soon as they had learned the business, would pay them fair wages.


After this experiment had been successfully tried, the two houses agreed to unite in establishing, in partnership with the association, an agency in Sligo. This partnership continued about a year, during which time the numbers and proficiency of the pupils had so much increased, that the two large manufacturing houses gave up their common agency, and established separate agents in Ballyshannon, Sligo, Boyle, and Dromore West.


In the communication with the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, in May, 1848, which resulted in a grant of £500 from that body, the association declared that they went on the principle that our population should be supported not by alms, but by industry; which, to be permanently successful, must be conducted according to the fixed laws of manufactures and commerce. As was then stated, there had been sent from Ulster nearly thirty trustworthy teachers to establish schools, at salaries of £25 each, and the expenditure up to that time was about £800, for materials and wages. The progress, since, of this interesting work may be easily ascertained by the following facts:—


On January 15, 1849, the agent of the Association for Sewed Muslin reports, that he was supplying materials to twenty‐five schools, the pupils of which had as yet earned nothing, and that he had paid £25 3s. 5d. to those who were earning, during the preceding three months.


On April 16th, 1850, he reported that there were 32 schools, all earning, the amount paid for the preceding quarter being £211 12s. 8d.; that these schools produced about £18 worth of work weekly; which was an increase of £7 per week on the value of the work produced the year before. The quality of the work was also very much improved; some pupils working very well indeed, and many earning two to three shillings weekly.


In the beginning of 1850, as appears in the publication by the Association, entitled “First Fruits from the West,” the gross earnings of all the schools were at the rate of about £1,000 per annum, not including wages paid for knitting; the wages of the pupils having doubled during the previous half year.


In October, 1850, the agent of one of the houses who supply the schools with muslin work, stated that he was paying £70 per week wages, and that he would be paying more as soon as the cessation of out‐door work enabled the scholars to return steadily to their sewing. The agents of both houses are now paying at the rate of £5,000 annually in wages.


In the early part of 1851, it is stated, in another publication by the Association, entitled “Woman’s Work and Woman’s Worth,” that there had been sent to Connaught forty‐four female teachers of approved qualifications, and that more than



fifty districts of that province enjoyed the benefit of these labours. Up to the present time, fifty‐four teachers have been sent, and the number of districts has been increased to seventy. No return of the number of pupils has been called for by the Association lately, but by the best calculation the number now amounts to about 2,000, besides those employed in knitting; and there are many others working at the same employment, who have been taught by the teachers sent out by the Association, and who receive wages from the same agents.


Thus, by sending to Connaught 54 teachers, and introducing remunerative industry into 70 districts, there have been secured to poor females, who formerly earned nothing, wages to the amount of £5,000 a year.13


With few exceptions, all the scholars are of the very poorest class; 15 pupils in one school have been common beggars; of 63 girls in one school, 42 are orphans; and of 83 in another, only 13 have both parents living.


Of the proficiency to which our pupils have attained, it is enough to say that their work has received the approval of Her Majesty; that it occupied an honorable place at the Great Exhibition; and that it commands the highest prices in the Scotch and English markets.


Such are the objects of the sympathy, and such is the sphere of the labours of the “Belfast Ladies’ Relief Association for Connaught.” Sufficient has been stated to show the value of these labours. Yet I have only treated of the industrial department of these schools, and have not referred to the many other invaluable benefits conferred by them.



Belfast, 13th of December, 1851.









APPENDIX XXII.


Preliminary Report, Published in Sixth‐month, 1848.


Although a prolonged state of distress in several parts of Ireland, and the continued supplies poured in upon us from abroad with unexampled liberality, render it impossible yet to close our labours, and to furnish our constituents with a full account of the distribution of their bounty; yet the lapse of more than a year and half, since we entered upon the administration of the large fund entrusted to us, demands that some account of our proceedings, and of the present state of our accounts, should be laid before the subscribers.




Reserving more minute details for a future report, we present herewith a statement of our receipts and issues, in money and food, from the time of our appointment in Eleventh‐month, 1846, to the 1st of Fifth‐month, 1848.


This statement exhibits the amount hitherto allocated for relief in each county and province of Ireland. It is to be observed, that these divisions consist of a great number of minor districts, whose claims required to be individually considered. In most cases applications were many times renewed, and successive grants made. Thus, the distribution of £142,665 throughout the several counties was effected by upwards of eight thousand nine hundred separate grants, the average value of each grant having been about £15 18s.; of these grants, about three thousand five hundred were made at the central office in Dublin, and about five thousand four hundred by our auxiliaries in Cork, Limerick, Waterford, and Clonmel.


The management of the local distribution has been entrusted to individuals or committees in the respective districts, whom we believed to be efficient and trustworthy; and in the selection of these channels of relief, as well as in every other branch of our administration, we have no hesitation in stating that the strictest impartiality has been observed.


It is obvious that a large amount of labour must have devolved on those engaged in conducting a business, comprehending not only the distribution of so considerable a fund, but the receipt and management of the vast supplies of provisions placed at our disposal by the munificence of the citizens of the United States, consisting of nearly one hundred separate shipments or cargoes, many of which were landed at various outports. A well‐arranged system of management and of accounts was therefore necessary to ensure due regularity in all the details, and afford facility hereafter for any scrutiny to which our transactions may be subjected. Of the extent of the correspondence, growing out of the several departments of the concern, some idea may be formed, when we state that the number of letters received and dispatched at our office in Dublin, in the course of the eighteen months embraced in the present report, was upwards of 37,000. Our endeavour has been to conduct the business at the smallest possible cost without a sacrifice of efficiency; and in this we have been greatly aided by the gratuitous services of several friends, who have devoted their time with much diligence to the work. A considerable number of paid clerks have, however, been indispensable; and we have only to express our hope, that having reference to the magnitude and diversified character of the business entrusted to us, the expenses of management will be considered moderate.


We are bound to acknowledge the important assistance afforded to us in the care and distribution of the American supplies, by the liberal arrangements of our Government. Nearly one‐half



of these consignments, arriving at a period when the Commissariat Relief Department was in operation, were received into its depots without expense to us. From this accommodation, and the obliging manner in which the officers employed in the several branches of the public service with whom we have been brought into communication, have co‐operated with us, not only has a large saving been effected in our expenses, but facilities have been afforded for the correct transaction of our business which we could not otherwise have enjoyed.


In explanation of the money‐value affixed to the consignments of provisions from America in the annexed account, we may state, that in general the figures represent very nearly the actual market‐value of the provisions on arrival, freight and charges paid. It is well known that the freight has been, in all cases, paid by our Government. In some instances it became necessary to sell the food, and in these cases the amount of money received is of course that which appears in our books.


Referring to the proportion of our funds allotted to the several districts, we may observe that, whilst there has been a conscientious endeavour to make an equitable distribution, it is not pretended that in all cases the amount expended in each county has been in the precise ratio of the distress. The strict application of such a rule was rendered impracticable by various circumstances. In all cases it was needful to keep in view the Government measures, and those of the other relief associations, as well as the local resources which were or ought to be forthcoming; but the cause which above all others has obstructed an equal participation in the relief, has been the want of a sufficient number of suitable hands to administer it in some of the most distressed districts. It will be perceived that a much larger share of our funds has been distributed in the province of Munster than in Connaught. It is true that in the western parts of the county of Cork, and in the counties of Kerry and Clare, the famine was as sore as in any part of Ireland; but in extremity of want and extent of destitution, the province of Connaught unquestionably presented upon the whole the darkest shade of distress. It is very difficult for those who are not intimately acquainted with the state of that province, to conceive how completely that machinery is wanting in its extensive rural districts, which, in a well‐ordered community, can be made available for investigating and administering to the wants of the poor. From this cause it has been found impossible, in some parts of Connaught, to carry out by private agency any comprehensive measures of relief. The larger distribution of our funds in Munster has been mainly owing to the greater amount of local co‐operation, superintended and aided, as it has been, by our efficient auxiliary committees in the towns of Cork, Limerick, Waterford, and Clonmel.




We now turn from the past to our present operations. Under the extreme pressure of famine with which we had to deal for a considerable time after our appointment, the prominent object was to devise the most prompt and effectual measures for averting starvation. The dearth of food was generally attempted to be met by the formation of depots, where soups and other kinds of cooked provisions were gratuitously distributed; but the hurtful tendency of gratuitous relief, in pauperizing the people, was too apparent to permit the continuance of such a system beyond the period of urgent need; and accordingly as the suffering gradually abated, and a more comprehensive poor‐law came into operation, it became our anxious endeavour to apply the residue of the means intrusted to us, to such objects as were most likely, whilst affording present relief, to have a direct bearing upon the permanent improvement of the condition of the people, in promoting productive industry, and developing the resources of the country. With this view, we have, for some months past, very much discontinued gratuitous issues of food for purposes of general relief; and have chiefly confined our grants to some suffering districts, for the purpose of affording nourishment to sick and convalescent persons, and to their helpless children, who may not be adequately relieved under the existing poor‐law. We intend to adhere to this system.


Considerable grants have been recently made, and are still in progress, in aid of an extension of the fisheries on the western and southern coasts. This is a branch of national industry which promises beyond most others to reward the enterprize of the intelligent and persevering; it also possesses the important advantage, in those parts where the produce of the land is insufficient for the support of its population, of being productive of immediate supplies of wholesome food. Our assistance has chiefly consisted of loans to persons who have undertaken to act in conformity to regulations, carefully framed with a view to the interests of both owners and crews of the boats employed. We consider that the obligation to repayment out of actual earnings will be a stimulus to industry, and lay the foundation for a more healthy prosecution of the trade, than if it were nurtured by a system of gratuities. The principal stations thus assisted are as follows:—Belmullet, and Achill Sound, county of Mayo; Ballinakill, and Killery Harbour, county of Galway; Dingle Bay, county of Kerry; Bere Island, and Castle Townsend, county of Cork; Helvick Head, county of Waterford.


Grants of improved fishing tackle and clothing have been made at many other places on the coast, and some aid has likewise been afforded to an industrious class of fishermen on Lough Neagh. The result hitherto in most of these cases is highly encouraging.


We have lately entered upon the cultivation of about five



hundred and fifty Irish (equal to nine hundred English) acres of land in the county of Mayo—an engagement requiring the outlay of a considerable sum of money; which, being chiefly expended in spade labour in one of the most impoverished counties in Ireland, cannot fail, whatever may be its ultimate issue, to afford a large amount of present relief. We entertain a hope, however, not only that the funds employed will be returned, but that the exhibition of an improved mode of culture, and the growth of useful crops, hitherto but little known in that part of the country, will have a tendency to withdraw the peasantry from their exclusive dependence on the potato, and in other respects be productive of permanent benefit. The lands are of good quality, and in fair condition; and are placed at our disposal for one season by the proprietors, free of rent and poor‐rate. We provide the labour, manure, and seed, and receive the produce, giving up the land when the crops shall be disposed of. The allotment of crops is agreed to be as follows:—



	Turnips,	272	acres.	Beans,	22	acres.

	Mangold Wortzel,	46	„	Barley (dibbled),	9	„

	Parsnips,	46	„	Oats do.,	9	„

	Carrots,	55	„	Cabbages,	21	„

	Peas,	22	„	Flax,	50	„




A considerable portion of the land is now sown, and the prospects so far are favourable. This operation is superintended by an intelligent local committee, consisting of a few highly respectable persons residing at Ballina and its vicinity, assisted by the County Surveyor, and one of the Practical Instructors at present so usefully employed by the Royal Agricultural Society, in diffusing sound information respecting the management of land amongst the small farmers in various parts of Ireland. A similar operation, on a smaller scale, has been undertaken on our behalf in the county of Galway by Lord Wallscourt: in this instance, we have simply given the seed and advanced the sum of £200, to be repaid in twelve months, on condition of the money being expended in the culture, by spade labour, of fifty acres in crops approved by us. The whole of this land is now under crop, and the reports made to us of the execution and prospects of the work are exceedingly satisfactory.


The situation of small landholders, who have struggled under the great difficulties of the last two years, to maintain their independent condition, has repeatedly claimed our sympathy and assistance. We were enabled last year, by a liberal donation from the Government, by the hands of Commissary‐General Sir Randolph Routh, of about 40,000 pounds weight of turnip seeds, to make a very seasonable distribution, in small portions, in various parts of Ireland. The results were truly valuable and encouraging. By the returns made from our correspondents entrusted with the local distribution, it appeared that nine



thousand six hundred and fifty‐two acres were sown; a large proportion of which, through the extreme poverty of the occupiers, would probably have otherwise lain waste; and the produce having been generally abundant, it is estimated that upwards of one hundred and ninety thousand tons of turnips were thus raised, by a class consisting generally of small farmers and cottiers, whose resources were almost exhausted. There is probably at the present time no portion of the community labouring under greater difficulties and privations, than those whose occupation of land exceeding one quarter of an acre has excluded them from poor‐law relief, and who cling to their little holdings as the only means of future subsistence. We have had undoubted evidence that several instances have occurred, in which persons thus circumstanced have suffered individuals of their families to die of want rather than surrender their land. Encouraged by the experience of last season, and as a means of the most useful assistance to this suffering class, we have this year allotted the sum of £5,000 for the purchase of turnip and other green‐crop seeds, of which the early kinds have been extensively distributed, and the allotment of others is still in progress. The seeds are given gratuitously, our correspondents in the several districts being merely expected to satisfy themselves of the real need of the parties, and that in every case the requisite quantity of ground has been properly prepared.


Having reason to believe that the want of clothing to a great extent contributed to perpetuate a state of abject poverty, by unfitting the able‐bodied for out‐door labour, and by predisposing all classes to the attacks of disease; we believed it right to appropriate a considerable sum, within the last few months, to the purchase of materials for garments, to be made up and distributed under the superintendence of benevolent persons in the country; a portion of the value of the clothing to be, if possible, repaid out of the earnings of the recipients. The sum of £7,391 appears in the annexed statement as expended under this head, of which a small part has been already refunded; but the distribution being still in progress, some time must elapse before the results are known. It is here proper to mention, that very considerable donations of ready‐made garments have from time to time reached us from our generous helpers in America; the value of which is not included in the amount of donations acknowledged in the annexed account, nor do we possess the means of accurately ascertaining the value of the clothing thus consigned to us. We have also received large donations from England in money and materials for this special object, which do not appear in the present statement of accounts. Our clothing transactions form a distinct branch, managed by a sub‐committee of our members. The grants of clothing hitherto made have been about twelve hundred in number, and in value about



£11,000; distributed, as our other grants have been, throughout every county in Ireland.


The foregoing statement of operations now in progress may be summed up as embracing the following objects:—



	1. A very limited issue of food, chiefly for the purpose of relief to sick and convalescent persons, and their helpless children.

	2. Encouragement of fisheries.

	3. Advances of money towards an improved system of land cultivation.

	4. Grants of turnip and other green‐crop seeds to small farmers.

	5. Grants of clothing to the industrious poor.




And towards the carrying forward of these and such other useful objects consistent with the nature of our trust, as may hereafter present themselves, there was on the 1st ultimo (as appears by the annexed account) a balance of the fund at our disposal amounting to £31,276 1s. 2d.14


In conclusion, we may acknowledge the deep anxiety with which we continue to regard the state of things around us. The dearth of food in the country has, through the bounty of Divine Providence in the last abundant harvest, been removed for the present—a mercy to be commemorated with reverent gratitude. But one of the results of the late visitation of the famine has been, to disclose a train of social maladies of no temporary character, and to fix on them the attention of many enlightened persons both in Great Britain and Ireland. Are these to be permitted to continue? Some of them are too closely interwoven with the habits of the people to admit of sudden amelioration, but others are more within our reach, and claim a vigorous effort for their removal. Amongst this class, there are probably none which contribute more to cramp the industrial energies of the country, than the complicated difficulties of the land question. Employment for the multitudes, whose sole means of subsistence is in the culture of the soil, can only be found in an enlarged application of capital to this branch of national industry; in order to which there are impediments to be removed, which we apprehend will be found to require legislative measures of a bold and comprehensive character. It is true that such measures, to be efficacious, must have the cordial co‐operation of the people; and that unless the security of property be guaranteed by the maintenance of public order, all legislation for this object will be in vain. We venture to hope, however, that under wise and equitable laws, and an improved system of land management, many of the existing discontents would disappear; that the pursuits



of peaceful industry would gradually take the place of political strife; and that unequivocal symptoms of social improvement would ere long gladden the hearts of all true lovers of their country.



Signed on behalf of the Committee,

	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.


Dublin, 19th of Sixth‐month, 1848.







APPENDIX XXIII.



Address to the Public from the Relief Association of the Society of Friends in Ireland, issued the 8th of Fifth‐month, 1849.


In reviewing our proceedings for the two years and half which have elapsed since the formation of this association, and in contemplating the present unhappy condition of our country, the conviction is painfully forced on us, that the public bounty distributed through us, as well as the relief afforded from other sources, whatever may have been their value in affording a temporary alleviation of wide‐spread misery, have produced scarcely any permanently useful result.


Our original circular appealed to our brethren in religious profession in this country and in Great Britain. It was responded to not merely by those to whom it was addressed, but by many unconnected with our religious society in these countries, and also by the citizens of the United States, to an extent and with a munificence unparalleled in the history of benevolent exertions. The contributions afforded to us, in money, food, and clothing, amounted to about £200,000, of which more than one‐half was sent from America.


The means placed at our disposal have indeed been large. We have felt the responsibility thus imposed on us, and our best exertions have been given for their judicious application. Several of our members have from time to time visited the more distressed districts of the south and west, in order, by obtaining a fuller knowledge of their condition, to be enabled the better to administer to their relief. We sought for and obtained the cooperation of benevolent persons in all parts of the country. Wherever it appeared judicious to form local committees, we endeavoured to work through such means; but in a great number of cases, in which the isolation of the parties rendered united action impracticable, we trusted to individual exertion. In



carrying out our objects, an extensive correspondence has been kept up. More than forty thousand letters have been received or written by the Committee in Dublin, and a proportionate number by auxiliary committees in the country. We have also been brought into personal communication with men of all ranks and all classes, whether soliciting our assistance on behalf of the poor around them, or engaged in similar endeavours to alleviate the prevalent distress.


Gratuitous issues of food have been made to the value of £130,000; clothing has been distributed exceeding £10,000 in value; and grants of money have been made to the amount of £20,000. The total number of grants has exceeded eleven thousand. Feeling the demoralizing tendency of such extensive alms‐giving, we have endeavoured to encourage industry. We have made grants in aid of local manufactures; have supported industrial schools; have advanced money in loans for the assistance of fisheries, and in a few cases with highly gratifying results. In order to encourage the culture of green crops, which might prove some substitute for the potato, we have distributed nearly 200,000 lbs. weight of turnip, carrot, parsnip, cabbage, and other such seeds; and we also undertook the temporary cultivation of about 800 statute acres of land in green crops, by spade labour.


But the contributions entrusted to us have borne but a small proportion to the whole expenditure for the relief of the country. Money has been expended to an unprecedented amount. The British Relief Association dispensed about £400,000. The distribution by other relief associations may be estimated at fully £200,000. The collections by local committees in Ireland exceeded £300,000. If we add to these, the numberless contributions of private benevolence, and the remittances from emigrants for the relief of their friends at home, the aggregate may be safely estimated at one million and a half sterling. The advances by Government were on a gigantic scale, amounting to nearly ten millions sterling.


From these various sources, a large amount of relief was afforded at a period of great distress, and many were preserved for a time at least from that starvation, which without such assistance appeared inevitable. But we are saddened by the conviction that, with a very few exceptions, no permanent good has been done. We feel that the condition of our country is not improved; that her prospects are even worse, because her people have less hope. Many of those who were most active in administering to the relief of their neighbours, have fallen victims to exertions of mind and body beyond their capability to sustain. Others have withdrawn from the work, in despair of effecting any good. The pressure of private affairs, and, in many cases, of pecuniary difficulty, has forced others to discontinue their



efforts. Thus, voluntary exertions have almost ceased, and even for the administration of legal relief, paid agents are necessary throughout a large part of the country.


The calamity fell first on the lowest class, especially the labouring population of the south and west. In losing their crop of potatoes, they lost all, and sunk at once into helpless and hopeless pauperism. The small farmers still preserved hope. With great exertions, and submitting in many cases to extreme privations, they again cropped their ground. A second failure of the potatoes pauperized these also. Then came the increased poor‐rates, heaviest in those districts which were least able to bear them; weighing down many who, without this last burden, might have stood their ground; alarming all by the unaccustomed pressure of an undefined taxation; and greatly reducing the small amount of capital applicable to the employment of labour. The landed proprietor, in order to provide for the payment of rates, has been obliged to leave much useful work undone, thus lessening the number of labourers employed. In many cases, his chief effort has been to diminish the population by a frightful system of wholesale evictions; and thus get rid of tenantry, who, under happier circumstances, would have been a source of wealth, but whom his inability to employ, after the failure of the potato, had converted into a heavy burden. Despair of succeeding at home has driven, and is still driving, vast numbers of the most industrious of the middle classes to transfer their energy, and a considerable amount of capital, to other countries, which offer a freer scope for exertion. The paupers are merely kept alive, either in the crowded workhouses, or, in alarming numbers, depending on out‐door relief. But their health is not maintained; their physical strength is weakened; their mental capacity is lowered; their moral character is degraded. They are hopeless themselves; and they offer no hope to their country, except in the prospect, so abhorrent to humanity and christian feeling, of their gradual extinction by death. Many families are now suffering extreme distress, who three years since enjoyed the comforts and refinements of life, and administered to the necessities of those around them. Thus we have seen the flood of pauperism widening more and more, engulphing one class after another, rising higher and higher in its effects upon society, until it threatens, in some of the worst districts, to swallow up all ranks and all classes within its fatal vortex.


Meanwhile, there is much land lying waste which was formerly cultivated, while the strength of the country is standing by idle, anxiously asking for work, and willing to accept the lowest wages; but finding no one to employ them, because the owners of the ground have not the money to pay them—and the dread



of undefined taxation, and uncertainty as to the future, prevent others from taking the land on lease.


Residing as we do, for the most part, in the large cities, or in the comparatively prosperous districts of the east and north, we see little more of the extreme distress of our countrymen than the people of England. But we find our poor‐rates increased by the influx of country paupers; we see them begging in our streets; we witness the effects of the gradual reduction of the means of the country in the diminution of its trade; our constant intercourse with various parts of Ireland makes us acquainted with the progress of destitution, and the question involuntarily arises, “When and how is the end to come?” To trust to the poor‐law and do nothing—to wait until pauperism is extinguished by the death of the paupers—is to wait till the country is stripped of her strength by the loss of her people. To convert Ireland into one large Union is to bind the living to the dead.


In alluding to the course pursued by us in the administration of our trust, our object is to show the extensive intercourse we have had with all parts of the country, and the opportunity thus afforded us of forming a correct opinion of its present state, and of the means most likely to contribute to its improvement. The propriety of making such a statement of our views has on several occasions been forced upon us, but we have hitherto been unwilling to obtrude ourselves on the public attention. Our conviction of the urgency of the present crisis must plead our apology—a crisis which affects not Ireland alone, but the whole empire. Paupers from our western districts crowd the cities of Great Britain as they do those of Ireland, and are even now depressing their labouring population by an undue competition. The distress moves onward day by day, and unless checked in time, threatens ultimately to involve both countries in one common calamity.


We have long felt that the chief ground of hope, the main source of improvement, is the improved cultivation of the soil; and the surest means of effecting this object is by affording security to the cultivator. That this security does not generally exist in Ireland is admitted. On this point there is scarcely a second opinion among thinking men in this country. The laws which regulate the title to, and the conveyance of land, require to be changed, so as to give the utmost freedom to its sale and transfer—so as to pass those estates, whose proprietors are irretrievably ruined, into other hands—and to enable those who are partially encumbered to free themselves from their difficulties, by disposing of part of their landed property. Until this be effected; until the soil of Ireland be held by a clear and marketable title; until the owners be enabled to sell the whole or any part of their property, without the ruinous delays and the heavy



costs which now prevent them; until the creditors of a landowner have those facilities for enforcing payment of their debts, by the sale of his property, to which justice entitles them; we are convinced, and we feel ourselves bound thus publicly to state our decided conviction, that it is vain to hope that Ireland can raise itself from a state of poverty and degradation. The potato may grow again, and by its assistance our country may be enabled to escape from the immediate pressure of its difficulties; but without those changes in the laws relating to the tenure and conveyance of land, which shall open a free scope for the employment of its capital and its industry, and give ample security to the cultivators of the soil, we cannot hope for general and permanent improvement.


An enormous expenditure of money has failed to relieve us. It could not do so unless free scope were opened to the energies of the country. The partial remedies which have been applied have served but to tighten the net which trammels the exertions of the great mass of our population. Measures of a much more decided character are necessary to produce any permanently useful effect. The situation of the country is daily becoming worse. There is no time to lose, if those now suffering are to be saved. Money must still be advanced for temporary purposes, during the interval which will elapse before efficient measures can be brought into general and active operation. But our paramount want is not money; it is the removal of those legal difficulties which prevent the capital of Ireland from being applied to the improved cultivation of its soil, and thus supporting its poor by the wages of honest and useful labour.


We believe these views to be founded in justice and sound policy, and therefore essential to the social regeneration of our country; but we do not propose them as a panacea for all her evils. It is not for us to attempt to penetrate the secret designs of the Most High; but we may without presumption regard the mysterious dispensation with which we have been visited, in the blight of the potato, as a means permitted by an all‐wise Providence to exhibit more strikingly the unsound state of our social condition. The momentous events which have been passing around us have drawn public attention to some of those evils which have long weighed down the energies of our population; and hence we are encouraged to hope that this awful visitation may, in the Divine mercy, be over‐ruled for good; and that the darkness which now surrounds us may be but the prelude to the dawning of a brighter day on our suffering country. But whilst adverting to the necessity of legislative and social changes, may it ever be reverently borne in mind, that all human means will be unavailing without the blessing of Him who ruleth in the kingdoms of men.




Signed by direction of the Relief Association of the Society of Friends in Ireland,




	Joseph Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim,




Secretaries.


Dublin, 8th of Fifth‐month, 1849.



Note.—The foregoing address was drawn up before we were aware of the proposed measures of the Government for facilitating the sale of encumbered estates; but was held over in order that it might obtain the consideration of the country members of the Association.







Reasons in support of the Incumbered Estates (Ireland) Bill, issued by the London Committee of the Society of Friends for the relief of Irish distress, in Sixth‐month, 1849.


1. A large portion of the land of Ireland is incumbered to an extent which incapacitates the owner from performing the duties of a proprietor.


2. When thus oppressed by debt, he cannot lay out money himself, and often extinguishes in his tenants all desire to do so; because he is tempted to screw out of them, by raising the rent, the whole benefit of the improvements which they may have made.


3. His moral as well as territorial influence is lowered by the shifts to which he is driven, owing to his dependence on tradesmen and money‐lenders, and by the temptation to jobbing on grand juries, etc.


4. He often has no voice in the appointment of a manager, who is the nominee of a distant creditor, and who feels no interest in the estate, the tenantry, or the neighbourhood.


5. These effects are aggravated when the incumbered state of the property leads, as is frequently the case, to its being placed in Chancery and under the management of a receiver: no improvements can be carried on, no charity can be afforded.


6. Whilst lands already nominally under cultivation are, through the incumbrances of the owners, thus wretchedly managed, the bogs remain undrained and the waste lands unreclaimed; and yet it is from the improvement of the many hundreds of thousands of fertile acres of this description in Ireland, in addition to the higher cultivation of the former description of land, that the best means would be supplied for increasing the food of the community, and providing remunerative labour for the peasantry.


7. Heavy incumbrances on an estate are the cause of the worst forms of absenteeism.




8. Most satisfactory examples prove, that where capital, labour, and land have been allowed to come together, the aspect of the estate has been entirely changed. Irish peasants have shown themselves as open to the inducement of money wages as those of other countries, and the effects have rapidly spread to adjoining proprietors and tenants,—giving a spur to improved methods of culture, and even substituting commercial and agricultural activity for political excitement.


9. The true interest of owners, mortgagees, and peasantry points to the sale, and clearance from incumbrances, of estates thus circumstanced.


10. This desirable result is retarded, and not unfrequently prevented, by the expense, delay, and enormous difficulty of making out titles and getting in incumbrances; especially where, as is often the case, proceedings in Chancery are a necessary preliminary.


11. The present Bill, as amended, will supply a prompt, cheap, and efficacious remedy, in a vast number of cases of the class above described; and, by giving an impulse to the sale of land, is calculated to create a large number of small proprietors, and thus, whilst removing a vast amount of distress, to increase the advocates of order and good government.


12. Important as are the benefits to be expected from the operation of this Bill, they will not be immediate: it is, therefore, particularly desirable that nothing should prevent its passing into a law this session; which, without due vigilance on the part of independent members, seems doubtful; as the Government has to encounter a considerable amount of outdoors opposition, proceeding from the mistaken fears of some of the landed proprietors and mortgagees, and the jealousy of professional men.


It is obvious that a part only of the legal difficulties connected with the ownership and occupation of land in Ireland will be remedied by the Incumbered Estates Bill. Several additional measures will be necessary; and there are points in which the present Bill might be improved, by being made more comprehensive and more vigorous; but it is vastly preferable that it should pass just as it is, than that any difficulty or dispute about its details should serve as an excuse for postponing it to another session.










APPENDIX XXIV.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH SIR CHARLES E. TREVELYAN RESPECTING THE OFFER OF LORD JOHN RUSSELL AGAIN TO CONTRIBUTE FOR THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN IRELAND.



From Sir C. E. Trevelyan to one of the Secretaries.


Treasury, London, 2nd of June, 1849.


Lord John Russell has desired me to enquire from you, what plan the Relief Committee of the Society of Friends is now pursuing for the relief of the serious distress which still prevails in some of the western districts of Ireland; and to express to you his willingness to contribute one hundred pounds towards the object. I do this with much satisfaction, as besides the good that would be done, it affords a proof of his lordship’s continued and, I must add, well deserved confidence in your society.



(Signed) C. E. Trevelyan.




Jonathan Pim, Esq.








Reply to the foregoing.


Dublin, 5th of Sixth‐month, 1849.


I waited for a meeting of our Relief Committee, before acknowledging thy kind letter of the 2nd instant, enquiring on the part of Lord John Russell, what plan we are now pursuing for the relief of the serious distress which still prevails in some of the western districts of Ireland, and expressing his willingness to contribute one hundred pounds towards this object. Our Committee met this day, and have desired me in the first place to convey their warm acknowledgments to Lord John Russell, for this second and valued proof of his confidence.


The subject brought before them by thy letter has engaged their long and anxious consideration; and in endeavouring, in accordance with their directions, to answer Lord John Russell’s enquiry as to what plan we are now pursuing, I feel I must trespass on thy time, by explaining our position and views at some length.


When the potato crop of 1846 failed, there were no sufficient legal arrangements to meet the calamity which ensued. There was also an absolute dearth of food, especially in the western districts, and prices were enormously advanced as compared with former years. Under these circumstances, the exertions of



private relief associations and the raising of contributions appeared the only means of meeting a great, and, as we then hoped, a temporary calamity, which might be expected to terminate with the next harvest. On this idea, our Relief Committee and also the other Relief Associations acted, and our exertions and the benevolence of those who confided their contributions to our care, were efficiently seconded by many residents of all classes in the various distressed districts of Ireland. Their feelings excited by the distress prevailing around them, and sustained by the hope of effectually relieving at least some portion of it—they devoted themselves in very many cases to the work with self‐denying energy and singleness of purpose; neglecting their own concerns, limiting their private expenditure, sacrificing their domestic comforts, and giving up almost their whole time to the work of charity.


Exertions of this character could not last. The work was too great, and those qualified to labour far too few. Moreover, it became hopeless. The evils of continued almsgiving became apparent. The constant sight of misery blunted their sensibility. They began to feel the burden of their own affairs, and could no longer spare the time to attend to those of others; and, in many cases, becoming distressed themselves, their own families needed that relief which they had at first assisted in distributing to their neighbours. Yielding to these and other causes, many of our best and most trusted assistants in the work dropped off one by one; and it became evident to us that if we continued our distribution by grants, we must act in many cases through inferior channels. Concurrently with this, the Imperial Parliament thought it right to extend the provisions of the Poor Law so as to meet the cases of all destitute persons; and we felt the extreme difficulty of a private association guarding against abuses, when attempting to relieve distress which was at the same time under the care of a legally organised body; a difficulty which, it is worthy of remark, was evidently so felt by the British Relief Association, as to induce them to dispense the chief part of the balance then remaining in their hands through the agency of the Poor Law guardians; in fact, to devote their funds to the same purpose as the rates levied off the property of the unions.


We endeavoured at first to avoid this difficulty, by confining our grants to classes who were not the objects of adequate poor‐law relief, by assisting schools, by distributing seeds, and by cultivating ground by spade labour; and at length decided on bringing our system of almsgiving to a final close, and on devoting the balance then remaining to objects which might encourage the industry of the country. In pursuance of this decision, we have for the past nine months expended very little money, except in the completion of some objects previously undertaken;



in some operations for the encouragement of the fisheries; in loans for the cultivation of land by spade labour; and in some considerable loans to encourage the cultivation and improved preparation of flax in the county of Mayo. We have also appropriated a sum of £12,000, being nearly the whole of our available balance, to the purpose of conducting a model farm and agricultural school in the county of Galway.


About a month since, our Dublin Committee had the opportunity of consulting many of our country friends, who have taken an active part in relief operations. The question was then again considered, whether the great and increasing distress prevailing in many parts rendered it advisable to make renewed efforts for affording gratuitous relief, and the conclusion adopted was in the negative. We felt that even if we asked for another contribution, the utmost amount we could expect would be utterly insufficient; that even with ample funds, we could no longer hope for that active and self‐denying co‐operation in the distressed districts, on which we had formerly relied, and without which we could not work usefully; in short, that our plan of acting was no longer practicable alongside of the Poor Law, and that the relief of destitution, on any extended scale, must in future be trusted to those arrangements which the Imperial Parliament has provided for that purpose. Seeing that the difficulty was so far beyond the reach of private exertion, and that the only machinery which it was practicable to employ was that under the control of the public authorities; and believing that the Government alone could raise the funds, or carry out the measures necessary in many districts to save the lives of the people, we feared that if we ventured to undertake a work for which our resources were so inadequate, we might, through our incompetency, injure the cause of those whom we desired to serve.


Under these circumstances, we are not now in a position to undertake the distribution of charitable relief; and we are truly sorry that it is therefore out of our power to offer ourselves as the distributors of Lord John Russell’s bounty to our suffering fellow‐countrymen.


I trust thou wilt excuse this long explanation of our views.



(Signed) Jonathan Pim.




To Sir Charles E. Trevelyan,

Treasury, London.












APPENDIX XXV.

ASSISTANCE TO SMALL FARMERS IN 1849.



Extracts from letters of correspondents, showing the unwillingness of small land‐holders to part with their lands, even when under the pressure of severe distress.





	Belmullet, County of Mayo,

	8th of May, 1848.




We are still very badly off in this neighbourhood, although getting relief to a great extent; and I fear, from the restrictions put on the poor people who are getting relief, they will be as badly off next year, if they live to see another. Those who are getting relief are obliged to attend every day at the place where the boiled food is given out. If the men are seen tilling the ground beyond a quarter of an acre for any sort of crop, they are immediately cut off the relief list.





Westport, County of Mayo,

20th of May, 1848.


There is a class for whom there ought to be great commiseration; those I mean who, whether judiciously or not, cling to their little holdings, although misery and starvation are the almost certain consequence. Some of them have dug their land, and a few have sown something; a stone of potatoes, a handful of oats or barley, or some rye, and also turnips.





Westport, County of Mayo,

22nd of May, 1848.


I think in my last letter I mentioned the class of persons who were fit objects for relief, and who are debarred by law from getting assistance from the poor‐rate. These are greatly to be pitied; they have mostly made some little sowing, and seeing the seed now promising even beyond their hopes, they cling with double tenacity to their holdings; and in many instances several members of a family will have died before the remainder will give up and qualify for relief.





Ballina, County of Mayo,

20th of May, 1848.


There can be no doubt that many of the small holders of land are on the verge of starvation. I have myself slightly alluded to the subject in my letters to the Poor‐law Commissioners; but I have not entered into any details, because you are aware that it is a matter over which neither they nor I have any control.







Tubbercurry, County of Sligo,

22nd of May, 1848.


The poor‐law relief system has come into operation. But, alas, it proves of no service to the many poor families who are struggling to retain their little patches of ground, and who, having expended all in sowing their land, are now absolutely starving, and have no prospect of relief until the crop of this year is fit for use.





Ballina, County of Mayo,

22nd of May, 1848.



The sowing between this and Connemara is very great. In fact, the prospects of an abundant harvest are evident. The only thing I fear is, that the landlords may get a good deal of the sown land into their own hands; inasmuch as the poor people who have put down the crop have exhausted all their means, and they must go on the poor‐rate, which they cannot do until the landlord or agent certifies that they have given up their land. Could we pass through the next two months, I should trust my calls on your society would cease.





Ballymote, County of Sligo,

24th of May, 1848.


The destitution has never been so great in this neighbourhood as at present, owing to the want of employment; and the greater number having from half an acre to two acres of unproductive land, are shut out from poor‐house relief. There are above forty families circumstanced in this way, and it has required my most strenuous efforts to prevent many of them from dying of starvation.





Rosscarberry, County of Cork,

29th of April, 1848.


An extraordinary effort is being made in these two parishes to plant the potato. I know a great many instances of the poor people fasting for eight and forty hours, trying to save the little remnant of their potatoes for seed. If a little relief were extended, to enable such as those to subsist while tilling the ground, I am satisfied that vast numbers, who are now making a great struggle for that purpose, would be able to succeed, and that after three or four months more they would be no longer a burthen on society.










Extracts from letters, illustrative of the distribution of the £2,000 granted for the assistance of small farmers by the London Committee, in Sixth‐month, 1849.



Achonry, Ballymote, County of Sligo,

1st of October, 1849.


With reference to the grant of £30 which you kindly forwarded to us last August, I beg to report that I have found the plan upon which your Committee desired the money to be expended to work most satisfactorily. With the £30 I have had many useful and permanent improvements made. In each case I visited the farms, first to lay out the work, afterwards to see the progress made, and finally to see it finished, before I paid the balance of the respective grants made to the small farmers. The grant was divided amongst twenty‐six individuals, representing, inclusive of their families, 164 persons. The largest sum given in any one case was £2 10s., to a family of fourteen persons; the smallest sum in any case, 10s. In no instance was any of the money given without requiring work on their own land, of value exceeding by one half the amount granted. Thus, when I gave £1, I required work to be done which, if I employed labourers to do it, would have cost £1 10s.


The recipients of these grants are most thankful. All were above the class of paupers, and many of them had never applied for or received any relief during the period of famine; but all were very sorely pressed, and to each the relief was most opportune.





Kilfenora, County of Clare,

6th December, 1849.


Your donation of fifteen pounds, with which I purchased meal, has not only given much relief, but has really changed the appearance of the district from a dirty and gloomy character to cleanliness and cheerfulness, and must prove most beneficial to the future health of the inhabitants. In most cases I gave only one stone of meal, promising a second when the work was done. I sent out a person to inspect and report, and I refused the second stone until I saw the work done or received a certificate.





Sligo, December, 1849.



I have selected fifteen families, with from five to ten children each, and have endeavoured to employ them all with the twenty pounds entrusted to me; some to draw lime for whitewash, and sand, gravel, and bricks; some to repair fences about their gardens and holdings of land, to remove accumulated heaps of



dirt that were unwholesome, and to clear drains, etc. I also got some to thatch their cottages, and I bought straw for the purpose. This donation has thus enabled me to keep those industrious families out of the crowded poor‐house.





Boyle, County of Roscommon,

22nd of October, 1849.


I beg to enclose, with many thanks, the account of the manner in which your gift of £10 for the assistance of poor farmers has been laid out. I have had the advantage of the advice and direction of a skilful agriculturist, in deciding what would be most advisable for each farmer to do on his land; and I have only to add that your bounty has been of essential service in every instance, and has been received with real gratitude.





Six‐mile‐bridge, County of Clare,

22nd of September, 1849.


On receipt of your donation of ten pounds, I proceeded to distribute it among the small holders in this vicinity under the following conditions. Mr. ——— lends four shillings to small holders, on condition that they plant cabbages with a little manure on the ground from which they dig their early potatoes; that they cut down or pull the weeds on their ground before they go to seed; and that each holder does some work on his own holding (to be pointed out by Mr. ———) to the amount of six shillings. The money is advanced to prevent the digging too many of the early potatoes before coming to maturity.


Such were the regulations that suggested themselves; and I now take leave to send you the following report of the teacher of the agricultural school, which I trust you will consider satisfactory:—


“I feel great pleasure in bearing testimony to the uniform courtesy with which I was received by those whose proceedings I went to examine. I was much gratified by the pride with which they pointed out their improvements; and the well‐cultivated plots of broccoli, savoy, and seedling cabbages for spring planting, are really creditable to their horticultural skill. They were also eager in directing attention to their manure heaps, the growth of which is now much increased by a very apparent diminution of weeds on their farms; thus, by one operation they augment the means of fertilizing their farms, while they lessen one of the greatest nuisances upon them. I consider, from what I saw and heard, that the bounty, small as it was, has been productive of more good than perhaps you or the donors anticipated, or than tenfold the amount injudiciously applied would have effected.”












APPENDIX XXVI.

COLMANSTOWN MODEL FARM.



Origin and objects of a Model Farm, projected and endowed by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends.


The Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends having laboured for upwards of two years in the management and distribution of the large fund entrusted to them, for the purpose of mitigating the distress arising from the general failure of the potato crop in Ireland in the year 1846; and having still at their disposal a residue of said fund, which they do not consider it expedient, in the present state of the country, to dispose of by gratuitous issues of money, food, or clothing, as heretofore; and being of the judgment that it is desirable to appropriate a considerable portion of this residue in such manner as shall be most likely to contribute to the lasting improvement of the condition of that class of their fellow‐countrymen, for whose benefit the fund has been chiefly raised, namely, the small land‐holders and labouring population of Ireland; it is now resolved that the sum of twelve thousand pounds shall be transferred to, and placed at the disposal of, a body to be permanently constituted for the especial objects of the undertaking, which sum is to form a capital stock, and may be hereafter augmented by gifts and legacies; but no gifts or legacies shall be accepted from individuals or bodies, on terms which would involve any departure from the general principles herein laid down, in relation to the objects and management of the undertaking.


The objects of this undertaking are hereby declared to be as follow:—


I. To exhibit, by a liberal application of capital, and improved modes of culture, the large extent to which the agricultural resources of Ireland are yet capable of being developed, and increased employment thus afforded to the people in this important branch of national industry. For which purpose, one or more Model Farms shall be taken in such part or parts of Ireland as may be deemed most suitable; to be conducted by competent superintendents, under the control of a Managing Committee, as hereafter provided. The land so occupied to be worked with strict regard to profit, as the test of skilful management, and the basis on which the ultimate utility of the undertaking must mainly rest. In thus managing the land with a view to profit, it is intended that whilst the utmost care be taken to avoid expense, in the pursuit of objects of an experimental or speculative character; the system of farming shall embrace the improvements that from time to time may be introduced by modern



science, and confirmed by sound experience, in the management of land and live stock, the construction of buildings, the use of improved implements, &c.; in short, that the principle of management shall be such as ought to be pursued by an intelligent proprietor, with an enlightened view to his own interest, and the welfare and comfort of the population around him.


II. To provide for the training, in an agricultural school or schools, of as many young men as it may be found practicable to place under this course of instruction. The funds requisite for the maintenance and education of those who are not of ability to pay their own expenses may, at the discretion of the Managing Committee, be furnished out of the clear profits of the farm or farms; but the capital allotted to the undertaking is not to be encroached upon for this object; nor are the young men under training to be employed on the farm to its loss in any respect.


III. Any surplus profit which may arise, after sufficiently providing for the purposes aforesaid, may be applied at the discretion of any general meeting or meetings of the directors, for such other purposes as shall be thought most likely to contribute to the lasting improvement of the condition of the small landholders and labouring population of Ireland.


Fourth‐month, 1849.






Report of a deputation appointed by the Central Relief Committee in Fourth‐month, 1852, to visit the Farm at Colmanstown.


We left Dublin by the mail train of the Midland Great Western Railway, stopped at Woodlawn for the night, and reached Colmanstown next morning about nine o’clock. It is about five miles from the Woodlawn station. A well‐built stone wall bounds the farm where it adjoins the road; the entrance gate leading by a straight avenue to the farm buildings and dwelling house.


The buildings form a large quadrangle and are built in a very substantial and permanent manner. We visited successively the stables, cattle‐houses, piggeries, granaries, and other offices; all of which appeared to us well‐arranged. There are stalls and enclosed yards for about 130 head of cattle; and room might be made for an additional number if it were required. There is plenty of room within the walls to feed sheep, but no pens have yet been erected. The piggeries would hold 50 to 60 pigs; and the stables have accommodation for 18 horses. The granaries are capable of storing 500 barrels of oats. A stream of water has been brought close to one side of the farm buildings, having a fall of about ten feet, on which is



a water‐wheel that turns the threshing and winnowing machines. The hay and corn yard is outside the square of buildings beyond the watercourse, part of which is arched over, in order to afford facilities for bringing the corn to the threshing machine. The general arrangement seems well suited to save labour, and fitted for an extensive establishment.


We next visited the house erected for the manager, which appeared to us too large and costly for the superintendent of such a farm; and we consider that instead of being placed at a short distance from the farm buildings, it ought to have formed part of one side of the square, and thus have commanded a view of the interior of the farm yard. The capabilities of the soil are well illustrated by a fine crop of vegetables in the garden which adjoins the house, as well as by an abundant growth of grass on the lawn.


We walked over a large part of the farm, the general appearance of which was very pleasing. About 240 Irish acres have been drained where necessary, and are now under cultivation or laid down in grass. The meadows looked beautifully green when compared with the stunted yellow herbage of the undrained land, and the large fields of oats and barley formed a striking contrast when compared with the unreclaimed portions of the farm.


The roads are well laid out, but in some cases unnecessarily wide. The bridges over the watercourses are well built. There is a belt of trees planted on the outskirts of the farm, where it joins the surrounding bog; but they do not look thriving.


There still remain about 160 acres in the same unreclaimed condition in which the committee received them, except that the useless ditches have been levelled. There may be about 40 acres of this portion so inferior in quality that they would not be worth draining; but we are decidedly of opinion that the remainder should be drained and brought under culture without any unnecessary delay; and as the funds remaining in the hands of the farm committee appear to be insufficient for this purpose, we recommend that a further grant of £1,000 be made to them, to enable them to bring the whole farm into an effective state of cultivation.


The difficulty of making a farm under such circumstances self‐supporting, appears to us very great, and we can scarcely feel surprised at the heavy loss which has been experienced. The spur of individual interest seems necessary to induce that watchful attention to economy which is essential to success. Still we should regret to see the attempt relinquished without a longer trial. Great improvements have been effected, and we cannot but hope that the example will have a useful influence on the neighbourhood. The expenditure on these improvements has been very large, but it has been almost wholly in the wages



of agricultural and other labour; and the money thus expended has certainly been more useful than if it had been distributed in gratuitous relief.



(Signed)

	Richard Allen,

	Thomas Bewley,

	Jonathan Pim.





Dublin, 16th of Fourth‐month, 1852.







Report made to the Central Relief Committee by the Committee of Management of the Model Farm at Colmanstown.


The Colmanstown Farm Committee submit herewith a statement of accounts, shewing the result of the working of the Farm from the commencement in 1849, up to the 19th of Fourth‐month, 1852.


It will be observed that a great part of the outlay has been in buildings, which, although necessary for a farm, are not of a character to produce an immediate pecuniary return; but they are so substantially built, that it is expected they will require very little further expenditure for several years.


It should also be borne in mind, that the greater part of the outlay consisted of wages paid to labourers employed on the spot, thus giving assistance to the destitute people of the neighbourhood, without the evils resulting from gratuitous relief.


The cropping this year as follows:



	

	Under	Oats	about	80	acres

	„	Barley		17	

	„	Meadow		44	

	„	Vetches		3	

	„	Carrots and potatoes	3	



	

	Under	Mangel Wurzel	about	8	acres

	„	Turnip		44	

	„	Rape		16	

	„	Grazing		205	








Of these last, about 75 acres still require to be drained; and there are some other portions of the farm, which, although they may not require draining, would be greatly improved by cultivation, but which would not at first repay the expenses of tillage. No profit can be expected from that portion of the farm in its present state, and we therefore suggest, for the consideration of the Central Committee, that they should make us a further grant to enable us to bring the whole farm into an effective condition.


Since Eleventh‐month last, the work of the farm has been carried on under the care of a steward, without a General Superintendent as previously; a considerable saving has been effected in all branches of management, and we would hope that, by due attention to economy, the farm may be made to support itself.



(Signed) For the committee,
Edward Barrington.

Dublin, Seventh‐month, 1852.









Statement of Accounts of the Model Farm Committee.



	DR.	

		£	s.	d.

	Original Grant revived from the Central Relief Committee	12,000	0	0

	Additional Grant for some expenses not properly chargeable to Farm	500	0	0

		£12,500	0	0

	CR.	

	FIXED STOCK.	

		£	s.	d.						

	Farm‐yard buildings and dwelling‐house	4,369	4	6						

	Boundary wall	143	7	5						

	Fences and levelling old ditches	439	3	4						

	Making roads	159	13	6						

	Draining	846	4	8						

	Gravelling moory land	20	2	3						

	Cutting mill‐race	101	18	11						

	Thrashing mill and machinery	278	19	0						

	Expenses of plantations	203	15	1						

					6,562	8	8			

	WORKING STOCK.	

	Implements, valued at	276	0	9						

	Fuel on hands do.	20	0	0						

	Manure do.	170	12	4						

	Livestock do.	795	4	6						

	Produce on hands of last year’s crop	137	4	3						

	Cost of this year’s crop to this date	216	13	10						

					1,615	15	8			

	Cash in treasurer’s hands	302	0	8						

	Cash lent on transfer of stock	1,000	0	0						

	Interest due on same	19	12	4						

					1,321	13	0			

	Amount of expenses not considered properly chargeable to farm	500	0	0			

	Deficiency	2,500	2	8			

								12,500	0	0

	ANALYSIS OF THE DEFICIENCY.	

					£	s.	d.

	Rent for three years	972	12	0			

	Taxes	121	17	3			

	Salaries to superintendent, steward, &c.	794	8	9			

	Rent of temporary houses for do.	54	2	4			

	Travelling expenses, expenses of general management, and miscellaneous expenses	229	0	8			

	Wear and tear of implements	106	2	4			

	Cost of fuel	70	2	6			

	Depreciation in value of horses	71	12	2			

	Keep of horses	803	17	9			

					3,223	15	9

	Deduct gain on crops and cattle	281	13	9			

	Interest on cash lent	441	19	4			

					723	13	1

					£2,500	2	8

	Credit should be given for the great improvement in the condition of the ground; most of which has been converted, by the good cultivation, from a worn‐out waste into a fair farming condition.

	The greater part of the expenditure on buildings and other improvements has been in the wages of labour; in addition to which, the wages paid in the general cultivation of the farm have amounted, during the three years, to about £1,600.













APPENDIX XXVII.

QUERIES ISSUED.



First form of Queries sent by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, to be answered by those applying for assistance for any district.


Applicants for assistance on behalf of distressed places or districts, are requested to answer the following Queries, or as many of them as practicable. The answers to be given with brevity and clearness, and any additional observations inserted at foot that may be thought necessary.


I.—What is the name of the place or district in behalf of which assistance is sought? In what county? What is the nearest post town?


II.—What is the extent of the district and number of the inhabitants?


III.—How many are supposed to stand in need of public relief?


IV.—What proportion of the able‐bodied labourers find employment in the ordinary manner, and at what rate of wages?


V.—What proportion of the able‐bodied labourers are employed on public works?


VI.—Are the earnings of able‐bodied labourers, whether employed on public works or otherwise, sufficient to preserve themselves and their families from want?


VII.—Are there any manufactures, or is there other in‐door productive employment for any considerable proportion of the inhabitants?


VIII.—Do the people derive any support from fishing? and is there a harbour for fishing boats?


IX.—Are the farms generally large or small?—tillage or grazing?—held by tenants at will or on leases?


X.—Are the small farmers generally cultivating, or about to cultivate their ground?


XI.—Is there any stock of potatoes either stored or remaining in the ground?—are any reserved for seed?—if any for sale, at what price?


XII.—Is it expected that any considerable quantity of potatoes will be planted in the coming season?


XIII.—What number of able‐bodied labourers are supposed to be without employment?


XIV.—How many persons, incapable of labour, are believed to be at present suffering from want of food?


XV.—To what poor‐law union does the place or district



belong?—how far distant is the poor‐house, and what spare accommodation does it at present afford?


XVI.—How much in the pound were the last two poor rates?—when were they struck?—and have they been generally paid?


XVII.—Has a relief committee, under the provisions of the Act 9 and 10 Victoria, chap. 107, been formed? If so, state how is it designated, and the names of its members, officers, &c.


XVIII.—What amount of private subscriptions towards relief of the distress of the present season has been raised, and what amount has been contributed by the Government? And if assistance in money or materials have been received from any relief association or other public body, please to state the particulars.


XIX.—How have the funds so obtained been applied?


XX.—Are there any considerable absentee proprietors of landed or other property within the district, and what amount of subscriptions has been received from them?


XXI.—Are there many resident proprietors or large farmers, and have they generally subscribed to the relief fund?


XXII.—Are there any other relief associations within the district than that above‐mentioned? If so, what funds have they raised? What relief measures are in operation by them? and who are the managers?


XXIII.—Are the families of the poor visited before relief is afforded?—or is it proposed to carry out such a system?


XXIV.— What is the state of the district with regard to sickness, especially fever?


XXV.—What is the nearest place where provisions are stored in quantity?


Please to state in figures, in parallel columns, the wholesale prices at said place, at present, and at the same period last year, of



	

	At present.

	Wheaten Flour	per ton.

	Oatmeal	do.

	Indian Meal	do.

	Rice	do.



	

	At same period last year.

	

	

	

	








XXVI.—Are there stocks of provisions in the hands of the retail dealers in the place or district? and if so, what are the present retail prices of the following?



	

	Bread, per 4lb. loaf.

	Wheaten Flour per stone of 14lb.

	Oatmeal



	

	Indian Meal, per stone of 14lb.

	Beef, per pound

	Mutton, do.








XXVII.—Has any soup‐shop been established? If so, what



number of gallons are daily made? Is it distributed gratuitously? or if sold, at what price?


XXVIII.—Would an increased supply and distribution of soup, in the opinion of the applicants, contribute essentially to the relief of the existing distress? If so, are there facilities for obtaining the requisite materials? and what additional means are wanted?


XXIX.—Can the applicants refer to any persons in Dublin to whom they are known, or to any who possess sufficient knowledge to enable them to furnish additional information respecting the place or district herein mentioned, should it be required?


Signature of applicant _______________


Date of signature ___________________






Second form of Queries issued by Central Relief Committee, marked B.


Applicants for assistance on behalf of distressed places or districts are requested to answer the following Queries, or as many of them as practicable. The answers to be given with brevity and clearness, and any additional observations inserted at foot that may be thought necessary.


I.—What is the name of the place or district on behalf of which assistance is sought?


	In what county?

	——— barony?

	——— parish?

	To what poor‐law union does it belong?

	——— electoral division?

	How far distant is the poor‐house?




II.—Has a Relief Committee, under the provisions of the Act 10 Vic. cap. 7, been formed for this electoral division? If so, please state the names of its members, officers, &c.


III.—Have the lists of the destitute been made out in conformity with the regulations of the commissioners? If not, please to state the impediment, and whether any other steps have been taken.


IV.—Has a rate been struck under the provisions of said Act? If so, how much in the pound; and have the necessary steps



been taken to obtain an advance of money from the Government thereupon?


V.—If the answer to the last query be in the negative, please to state why these steps have not been perfected, and how much time may be expected to elapse before they are?


VI.—What other measures of relief are at present in operation within this district, and by whom are they conducted?


VII.—Are there any funds or stores of food now existing, applicable to relief purposes within this district?—to what amount?—and in whose hands?


VIII.—What particular measures of relief have been pursued by the applicant, or are proposed to be pursued in future? And is it his or her opinion that further exertion in this way will be necessary, when the provisions of the law above mentioned are brought into full operation? Has he a boiler set? or has he been in the habit of distributing soup or cooked rice?


IX.—Does the applicant propose to labour single‐handed, or in conjunction with others? If the latter, be so kind as to name those who are to co‐operate.


X.—How many persons in the district are supposed to stand in need of public relief? In case of the lists, alluded to in Query III. being completed, please state the exact number of each class.


XI.—Has any large proportion of the labourers hitherto employed on public works been discharged? And what proportion of those discharged have found other employment?


XII.—What is the state of the district with regard to sickness?


XIII.—To whom in Dublin does the applicant refer for further information?


Signature of applicant _______________


Date of Signature ___________________








APPENDIX XXVIII.

STATEMENTS OF DISTRIBUTION OF RELIEF.


The first of the following statements, estimating the boilers and the food distributed at an average value, shews the distribution for the first two months, then the progress from week to week, until Tenth‐month, 1848, after which the account is continued monthly. The second statement gives the total distribution in each county in Ireland.





Statement showing the gratuitous distribution, distinguishing the provinces.



	DATE.	ULSTER.	LEINSTER.	MUNSTER.	CONNAUGHT.	TOTAL.

	1847	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	1 mo.	30	573	16	0	350	10	4	795	10	1	1,053	18	11	2,773	15	4

	2 mo.	27	1,481	17	3	1,006	7	10	2,694	4	8	2,000	0	10	7,182	10	7

	3 mo.	6	305	1	8	172	10	9	642	4	6	289	14	4	1,409	11	3

	—	13	443	9	5	208	5	10	509	19	0	421	3	6	1,582	17	9

	—	20	290	11	4	166	16	10	724	2	6	349	11	9	1,531	2	5

	—	27	461	16	2	140	0	6	885	0	0	660	4	4	2,147	1	0

	4 mo.	3	675	11	7	105	0	7	737	12	6	627	0	5	2,145	5	1

	—	10	395	7	5	139	5	7	1,197	2	0	521	12	9	2,253	7	9

	—	17	743	5	1	367	16	4	2,817	19	6	803	0	2	4,732	1	1

	—	24	245	3	11	582	1	4	3,532	3	0	491	2	6	4,850	10	9

	5 mo.	1	301	12	0	99	10	6	3,465	9	0	1,029	9	0	4,896	0	6

	—	8	671	2	10	168	2	0	3,852	18	0	1,784	7	1	6,476	9	11

	—	15	958	6	7	254	8	7	3,488	5	6	2,666	3	8	7,367	4	4

	—	22	212	1	8	186	5	11	1,384	7	9	1,994	14	6	3,777	9	10

	—	29	1,367	3	4	575	18	6	698	2	6	866	3	5	3,507	7	9

	6 mo.	5	1,066	9	6	598	2	8	718	14	7	994	3	6	3,377	10	3

	—	12	1,109	18	6	266	11	3	1,094	0	6	991	6	8	3,461	16	11

	—	19	1,650	19	1	381	19	1	1,437	18	6	1,702	15	0	5,173	11	8

	—	26	2,090	0	7	562	2	7	1,673	7	0	2,699	15	7	7,025	5	9

	7 mo.	3	1,203	15	6	599	19	4	2,062	4	7	2,700	2	0	6,566	1	5

	—	10	836	13	9	658	5	3	4,000	13	0	1,389	0	0	6,884	12	0

	—	17	823	3	9	205	19	2	2,833	7	0	392	7	11	4,254	17	10

	—	24	896	19	3	201	13	3	2,401	14	4	490	11	3	3,990	18	1

	—	31	374	2	9	202	8	6	1,691	19	2	462	6	9	2,730	17	2

	8 mo.	7	322	8	3	68	2	10	643	10	6	440	9	6	1,474	11	1

	Forward	19,500	17	2	8,268	5	4	45,982	9	8	27,821	5	4	101,572	17	6







	DATE.	ULSTER.	LEINSTER.	MUNSTER.	CONNAUGHT.	TOTAL.

	1847	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	Bt. forwd.	19500	17	2	8,268	5	4	45,982	9	8	27,821	5	4	101,572	17	6

	8 mo.	14	211	7	2	60	17	11	2,706	13	6	104	16	3	3,083	14	10

	—	21	89	18	10	47	0	8	1,504	5	4	316	19	3	1,958	4	1

	—	28	42	1	9	50	11	11	784	18	6	212	18	0	1,090	10	2

	9 mo.	4	1	8	10	53	19	0	768	12	7	171	14	9	995	15	2

	—	11	72	12	10	.	.	.	559	10	0	116	18	5	749	1	3

	—	18	10	0	0	12	7	6	572	19	9	155	7	6	750	14	9

	—	25	60	17	4	47	4	3	576	18	9	297	9	10	982	10	2

	10 mo.	2	4	19	1	89	19	0	500	2	8	245	16	8	840	17	5

	—	9	17	6	7	39	4	6	552	15	2	383	18	3	993	4	6

	—	16	106	1	10	.	.	.	573	13	3	145	4	4	824	19	5

	—	23	8	13	3	20	0	0	731	16	10	242	8	0	1,002	18	1

	—	30	.	.	.	10	0	0	492	14	10	147	11	3	650	6	1

	11 mo.	6	13	14	6	.	.	.	520	14	11	121	11	1	656	0	6

	—	13	29	17	0	.	.	.	550	13	9	196	7	9	776	18	6

	—	20	34	11	1	33	0	3	546	2	4	217	18	2	831	11	10

	—	27	35	0	0	.	.	.	548	3	9	158	15	6	741	19	3

	12 mo.	4	.	.	.	.	.	.	702	9	5	154	7	2	856	16	7

	—	11	43	14	9	.	.	.	644	3	7	144	4	9	832	3	1

	—	18	13	10	0	.	.	.	546	11	9	156	0	11	716	2	8

	—	25	44	11	3	137	2	10	629	2	0	550	5	6	1,361	1	7

	1848															

	1 mo.	1	.	.	.	.	.	.	496	6	0	52	11	6	548	17	6

	—	8	.	.	.	.	.	.	686	19	0	50	11	6	737	10	6

	—	15	10	0	0	82	0	11	668	2	0	57	11	6	817	14	5

	—	22	36	10	1	38	11	10	568	16	6	51	12	3	695	10	8

	—	29	25	0	0	.	.	.	715	6	3	235	4	7	975	10	10

	Forward	20,412	13	4	8,990	5	11	64,131	2	1	32,509	10	0	126,043	11	4







	DATE.	ULSTER.	LEINSTER.	MUNSTER.	CONNAUGHT.	TOTAL.

	1848	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	Bt. forwd.	20,412	13	4	8,990	5	11	64,131	2	1	32,509	10	0	126,043	11	4

	2 mo.	5	.	.	.	.	.	.	1,038	13	9	180	11	1	1,219	4	10

	—	12	.	.	.	86	1	9	707	12	6	171	4	5	964	18	8

	—	19	.	.	.	.	.	.	847	6	10	372	7	6	1,219	14	4

	—	26	.	.	.	105	16	9	855	11	0	759	6	9	1,720	14	6

	3 mo.	4	102	2	6	84	19	7	510	12	0	718	10	6	1,416	4	7

	—	11	.	.	.	.	.	.	360	16	2	282	17	6	643	13	8

	—	18	10	16	7	.	.	.	912	5	0	336	18	3	1,259	19	10

	—	25	44	10	2	.	.	.	386	16	0	179	10	6	610	16	8

	4 mo.	1	23	14	6	32	12	0	805	8	3	181	0	0	1,042	14	9

	—	8	.	.	.	.	.	.	277	2	2	220	13	0	497	15	2

	—	15	.	.	.	.	.	.	322	1	0	197	14	0	519	15	0

	—	22	.	.	.	.	.	.	299	2	0	273	15	7	572	17	7

	—	29	37	2	8	26	4	0	339	11	10	233	9	7	636	8	1

	5 mo.	6	.	.	.	.	.	.	479	9	3	64	14	0	544	3	3

	—	13	44	7	8	.	.	.	12	16	0	344	16	31	401	19	11

	—	20	.	.	.	17	6	7	658	11	1	230	11	9	906	9	5

	—	27	60	17	9	24	6	10	100	17	9	878	2	0	1,064	4	4

	6 mo.	3	8	5	0	.	.	.	17	6	7	153	14	2	179	5	9

	—	10	28	9	4	.	.	.	585	14	4	177	0	6	791	4	2

	—	17	64	7	4	3	18	4	390	7	0	191	4	0	649	16	8

	—	24	.	.	.	.	.	.	83	2	10	795	8	6	878	11	4

	7 mo.	1	16	10	1	56	18	10	70	2	9	232	14	3	376	5	11

	—	.	16	10	1	.	.	.	581	0	9	275	17		873	7	10

	—	15	.	.	,	21	9	2	454	14	4	337	2	3	813	5	9

	—	22	16	10	1	.	.	.	285	10	7	289	17	0	591	17	8

	—	29	24	18	1	20	8	5	148	15	0	828	2	10	1,022	4	4

	Forward	20,911	15	2	9,470	8	2	75,662	8	10	41,416	13	2	147,461	5	4







	DATE.	ULSTER.	LEINSTER.	MUNSTER.	CONNAUGHT.	TOTAL.

	1848	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	Bt. forwd.	20,911	15	2	9,470	8	2	75,662	8	10	41,416	13	2	147,461	5	4

	8 mo.	5	50	0	0	.	.	.	120	9	9	352	4	6	522	14	3

	—	12	.	.	.	.	.	.	19	10	1	15	7	10	34	17	11

	—	19	.	.	.	.	.	.	50	15	0	.	.	.	50	15	0

	—	26	99	17	0	23	11	2	135	2	8	353	16	6	612	7	4

	9 mo.	2	16	10	1	4	2	6	65	7	9	60	15	3	146	15	7

	—	9	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	18	11	0	18	11	0

	—	16	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.

	—	23	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.

	—	30	.	.	.	17	6	7	.	.	.	65	2	3	82	8	10

	10 mo.	28	.	.	.	.	.	.	16	10	0	1	9	6	17	19	6

	11 mo.	25	.	.	.	.	.	.	63	17	4	52	16	3	116	13	7

	12 mo.	30	8	5	0	.	.	.	50	6	10	43	14	10	105	6	8

	1849															

	1 mo.	27	.	.	.	26	12	0	103	7	3	51	18	0	181	17	3

	2 mo.	24	.	.	.	14	17	1	16	13	10	42	19	5	74	10	4

	3 mo.	31	16	10	1	.	.	.	142	12	9	50	14	8	209	17	6

	4 mo.	28	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.

	5 mo.	26	.	.	.	.	.	.	6	0	6	.	.	.	6	0	6

	6 mo.	30	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	20	0	0	20	0	0

	7 mo.	28	70	0	0	.	.	.	282	0	5	300	0	0	652	0	5

	8 mo.	25	160	0	0	20	0	0	150	0	0	365	0	0	695	0	0

	9 mo.	29	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	100	0	0	100	0	0

	10 mo.	27	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.

	11 mo.	24	.	.	.	.	.	.	5	0	0	.	.	.	5	0	0

	12 mo.	29	.	.	.	.	.	.	3	0	0	.	.	.	.	.	.

	Total	21,332	17	4	9,576	17	6	76,893	3	0	43,311	3	2	151,114	1	0










Statement shewing the number and value of Grants for gratuitous distribution, distinguishing the several counties to which grants were made.



	COUNTIES.	Estimated number of grants.	No. of Boilers	Quantity of Food, in Tons	Value of Food and Boilers.	Amount of Money Grants.	Total value of Boilers, Food, and Money.

	ULSTER.						

	Antrim	52	—	40	660	4	0	300	17	4	961	1	4

	Armagh	91	2	53	880	15	5	248	10	1	1,129	5	6

	Cavan	143	5	123	2,045	2	3	172	7	3	2,217	9	6

	Donegal	266	19	400	6,659	0	0	1,429	5	9	8,088	5	9

	Down	36	1	35	580	13	6	144	14	8	725	8	2

	Fermanagh	148	4	114	1,893	11	5	316	17	0	2,210	8	5

	Londonderry	58	—	135	2,228	3	6	197	4	6	2,425	8	0

	Monaghan	88	1	74	1,224	7	5	243	0	0	1,467	7	5

	Tyrone	116	3	104	1,725	10	5	382	12	10	2,108	3	3

	Total to Ulster	998	35	1,078	17,897	7	11	3,435	9	5	21,332	17	4

	LEINSTER.						

	Carlow	36	5	34	576	3	5	85	0	0	661	3	5

	Dublin	33	1	61	1,009	16	4	612	11	8	1,622	8	0

	Kildare	22	1	15	250	11	6	45	0	0	295	11	6

	Kilkenny	71	12	35	613	13	6	197	10	0	811	3	6

	King’s County	117	2	87	1,441	18	9	175	0	0	1,616	18	9

	Longford	45	1	24	399	2	5	148	0	0	547	2	5

	Louth	22	—	22	363	2	3	5	0	0	368	2	3

	Meath	30	1	13	217	11	4	15	0	0	232	11	4

	Queen’s County	72	4	45	754	14	6	165	0	0	919	14	6

	Westmeath	46	—	46	759	4	7	96	0	0	855	4	7

	Wexford	104	10	50	855	5	0	240	0	0	1,095	5	0

	Wicklow	48	—	27	445	12	3	106	0	0	551	12	3

	Total to Leinster	646	37	459	7,686	15	10	1,890	1	8	9,576	17	6







	COUNTIES.	Estimated number of grants.	No. of Boilers	Quantity of Food in Tons	Value of Food and Boilers.	Amount of Money Grants.	Total value of Boilers, Food, and Money.

	CONNAUGHT.						

	Galway	751	18	901	14,925	0	4	1,140	5	3	16,065	5	7

	Leitrim	135	3	126	2,088	12	7	425	17	9	2,514	10	4

	Mayo	622	29	696	11,574	9	7	2,309	4	11	13,883	14	6

	Roscommon	429	14	397	6,594	9	8	708	6	2	7,302	15	10

	Sligo	230	1	172	2,841	17	2	702	19	9	3,544	16	11

	Total to Connaught	2,167	65	2,292	38,024	9	4	5,288	13	10	43,311	3	2

	MUNSTER.						

	Clare	632	6	541	8,947	4	4	993	0	0	9,940	4	4

	Cork	2,668	63	1,866	30,987	6	9	4,490	0	11	35,477	7	8

	Kerry	702	9	835	13,808	13	6	937	16	9	14,746	10	3

	Limerick	560	11	333	5,529	3	4	1,185	7	4	6,714	10	8

	Tipperary	550	35	290	4,891	9	1	2,008	5	7	6,899	14	8

	Waterford	245	33	154	2,640	15	5	474	0	0	3,114	15	5

	Total to Munster	5,357	157	4,019	66,804	12	5	10,088	10	7	76,893	3	0





RECAPITULATION.
	PROVINCES.						

	Ulster	998	35	1,078	17,897	7	11	3,435	9	5	21,332	17	4

	Leinster	646	37	459	7,686	15	10	1,890	1	8	9,676	17	6

	Connaught	2,167	65	2,292	38,024	9	4	5,286	13	10	43,311	3	2

	Munster	5,357	157	4,019	66,804	12	5	10,088	10	7	76,893	3	0

	Total	9,168	294	7,848	130,413	5	6	20,700	15	6	151,114	1	0












APPENDIX XXIX.


Contributions received by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends.



		£	s.	d.

	Members of the Society of Friends in Ireland	4,826	16	6

	Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in London	37,398	5	11

	DONATIONS FROM IRELAND.

		£	s.	d.	

	James Haughton	10	0	0	

	S., per Jonathan Pim	5	0	0	

	George Addey	1	0	0	

	Robert Hunt, per Edward Barrington	0	10	0	

	Pearson and Pasley	1	0	0	

	Eliza Henry	2	0	0	

	Sadler, Fenton and Co. Belfast	30	0	0	

	William Bewley	20	0	0	

	R. R., per the Provincial Bank	1	0	0	

	Anonymous, per T. H. Todhunter	5	0	0	

	A Friend, per William L. Bell	20	0	0	

	Arthur Guinness, Son and Co.	100	0	0	

	Haliday Bruce	10	0	0	

	A. E. I. O. U.	5	0	0	

	George Wardell	4	0	0	

	A person in Armagh, per Anna Nicholson	3	0	0	

	A Lady, per George Palmer	4	0	0	

	A Friend to the Distressed	0	10	0	

	A Friend, per Julia Jacob	0	5	0	

	Charles Hopes	10	0	0	

	——— Guinness	0	9	0	

	Alfred Haughton	10	0	0	

	Haliday Bruce, 2nd donation	5	0	0	

	N. H., per William Hogg	5	0	0	

	B. Smith, per Haliday Bruce	5	0	0	

	Arthur Guinness, Son and Co. 2nd donation	100	0	0	

	J. C.	1	0	0	

	John Wilson, Dungannon	10	0	0	

	Jane Jones, per Robert Keane	1	0	0	

	Anonymous	1	0	0	

	——— Grierson	3	0	0	

	G. Melvin	1	0	0	

					374	14	0

	DONATIONS FROM ENGLAND.

	Hannah Grubb, Sudbury	5	0	0	

	Two friends, per do	1	0	0	

	H. Knowles, Manchester, per Joseph Allen	0	10	0	

	Edward Carroll, Reading	10	0	0	

	Samuel Fletcher, Manchester	50	0	0	

	Samuel Lloyd, Birmingham	50	0	0	

	Friends of Newcastle, per Northumberland and Durham Bank	94	8	0	

	Forward,	210	18	0	42,599	16	5







		£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	Amount forward,	210	18	0	42,599	16	5

	Viscount Morpeth, M.P	100	0	0	

	Wakefield Pim, Hull	20	0	0	

	John Tipping, Liverpool	30	0	0	

	William A. Dunne, Lincolnshire	1	0	0	

	York and Sheepshanks, Leeds	50	0	0	

	Dowager Countess of Cawder, per Lord Morpeth	50	0	0	

	Inhabitants of Sudbury, per the Sudbury Bank	144	6	0	

	Inhabitants of Halifax, Yorkshire	100	0	0	

	George Moffatt, M.P	50	0	0	

	James Forster, Stonebridge	20	0	0	

	Henry Fearnecombe, Wolverhampton	5	0	0	

	Inhabitants of Halifax, Yorkshire, 2nd donation	200	0	0	

	Congregation of Independent Chapel, York, under care of James Parsons	31	13	4	

	A religions congregation in Colne, per Richd. Harrison	3	0	0	

	Anthony G. Robinson, London	20	0	0	

	Inhabitants of Sudbury, per Jonathan Grubb	10	2	0	

	Inhabitants of Halifax, Yorkshire, 3rd donation	200	0	0	

	Inhabitants of Bradford, Yorkshire	533	6	8	

	James Akroyd and Sons, Halifax	100	0	0	

	John Crossley and Sons, do	50	0	0	

	George Whateley, do	15	0	0	

	A friend to the distressed, per William Rawlins and Sons, Liverpool	70	0	0	

	York and Sheepshanks, Leeds, 2nd donation	100	0	0	

	Friends in Sudbury, per Jonathan Grubb	2	0	0	

	R. F., Liverpool, per Samuel Bewley	5	0	0	

	Joseph Stubbs, Warrington	5	0	0	

	John Staniforth, Hackinthorpe	1	10	0	

	Inhabitants of Bradford, Yorkshire, per Hadwen, Harris and Co.	160	0	0	

	A labouring man, Rochester, per Richard Jacob	0	1	0	

	A friend to the distressed Irish, per William Rawlins and Sons, Liverpool	30	0	0	

	Friends in Newcastle, per J. Richardson and Wm. Beaumont	115	15	6	

	A Friend in Manchester, per Joseph Buckley	1	0	0	

	United Relief Association, Leicester‐square, London, per George H. Stoddart	20	0	0	

	Anonymous, London	30	0	0	

	George F. Furnevall, London	3	3	0	

	Groombridge and Son do	5	0	0	

	Grosvenor, Chater and Co. do.	15	0	0	

	H. Graves and Co. do.	5	0	0	

	J. Haday do.	2	2	0	

	C. Mitchell do.	2	2	0	

	William Miller do.	5	0	0	

	J. H. Parker do.	10	0	0	

	John W. Parker do.	25	0	0	

	W. S. Orr do.	5	0	0	

	Stevens and Norton do.	21	0	0	

	Wiley and Putnam do.	3	3	0	

	H. Washbourne do.	5	0	0	

	G. W. Nickinson do.	2	2	0	

	Simms and Son, Bath	2	2	0	

	Henry Browett, Coventry, per Johnston and Co.	5	0	0	

	Forward,	£2,600	6	6	42,599	16	5







		£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	Amount forward,	2,600	6	6	42,599	16	5

	Smith, Elder and Co., London, per Secretary to Booksellers’ Fund	5	0	0	

	The Operatives of the Kate’s Grove Iron Works, Reading, per Charles J. Andrews	28	3	3	

	Committee in Wakefield, per Wm. Micklethwaite	100	0	0	

	John George, per James Haughton	15	0	0	

	Alexander S. George, per ditto	10	0	0	

	Inhabitants of Bradford, Yorkshire, 3rd donation, per H. A. and W. M. Harris and Co.	48	0	0	

	Part of a Collection made in a Presbyterian Meeting‐house at Bradford, Yorkshire, per J. H. Ryland, minister	5	0	0	

	Congregation of Independent Chapel, York, 2nd don.	7	7	0	

	Unitarian Congregation, York	26	0	0	

	Edward Wigan and Co. London, per Henry Cochrane	5	0	0	

	Charles Smyth, Coggeshall, per Adam Woods	50	0	0	

	———— Stanfield, per Haliday Bruce	1	0	0	

	Inhabitants of Halifax, Yorkshire, per Joseph Thorp	250	0	0	

	Anonymous, Huddersfield, per Isaac Robson	3	0	0	

	J. S. Thomas, Bristol	25	0	0	

	Anonymous, per Joseph Crosfield, Liverpool	0	2	6	

	Inhabitants of Moneyash, Derbyshire, per do.	2	0	0	

	Joseph Thorp, Halifax	50	0	0	

	Anonymous, per Sarah Derkin, Wigton	0	5	0	

	do. Newcastle, per George Richardson	45	3	5	

	Thomas Bouch, Liverpool	20	0	0	

	George Simpson, do	1	0	0	

	John Ellis do.	0	3	6	

	An English gentleman, per James H. Tuke, York	40	0	0	

	Leeds Committee, per Edward Irwin	296	13	0	

	Lord John Russell	50	0	0	

	E. B. Liverpool	5	8	6	

	John Smith, London	1	0	0	

			3,690	12	8

	DONATIONS FROM AMERICA.

	Society of Friends in Philadelphia, per Thomas Pim Cope and others	500	0	0	

	do. do. second donation	500	0	0	

	Edwin Forrest, 50 dollars	per Jacob Harvey, N. Y.	20	0	0	

	John Maxwell, 25 dollars

	L. E. Maxwell, 25 dollars

	T. M‘Carthy, S. Chamberling, and D. Sullivan, New York	11	0	0	

	Citizens of Brooklyn, per A. G. Hammond	61	17	9	

	Society of Friends in Philadelphia, per Thomas Pim Cope, and others, 3rd donation	500	0	0	

	W. R. Jones, and Anonymous, New York, per Jacob Harvey	10	0	0	

	Society of Friends in Baltimore, per R. H. Thomas	50	0	0	

	Irish Relief Committee of Philadelphia, per John B. Gibson, Chairman	400	0	0	

	A few members of Rose‐street Meeting of Friends, New York	234	0	0	

	Forward	£2,286	17	9	46,290	9	1







		£	s.	d.	£	s.	a.

	Amount forward,	2286	17	9	46,290	9	1

	Anonymous, New York, per Samuel Harris	10	12	3	

	Society of Friends in Philadelphia, per T. P. Cope and others, 4th donation	500	0	0	

	John B. Graham, New York	10	0	0	

	William Bateman do.	1	0	0	

	Owen Churchman, do.	1	0	0	

	A number of American Abolitionists, per Francis Jackson, Boston	200	0	0	

	do. do. 2nd donation	73	5	1	

	Subscription made in New York, per Jacob Harvey	67	16	6	

	Irish Relief Committee of Philadelphia, per John B. Gibson, chairman, 2nd donation	425	0	0	

	Citizens of New Bedford, per James Arnold	753	2	3	

	James Martin and other Friends in Philadelphia	500	0	0	

	Irish Relief Committee of Charleston, per James Adger and others	1300	0	0	

	Society of Friends in Philadelphia, per T. P. Cope and others, 5th donation	500	0	0	

	Society of Friends in New England, per Samuel Boyce, Lynn, Mass	330	3	11	

	Irish Relief Committee of New York, per Myndert Van Schaick, chairman,	3000	0	0	

	Irish Relief Committee of Baltimore, per Hugh Jenkins, chairman	1200	0	0	

	Friends of Pickering, Canada West, per W. Wright	28	0	0	

	Charles W. Williams, New York	2	0	0	

	Persons employed in the Brooklyn White Lead Works	12	12	0	

	Robert White, Jun., New York	20	4	0	

	Richardson, Watson and Co. New York	100	0	0	

	J. Y. Russell and others, Mobile	70	0	0	

	American Abolitionists, Boston, per Francis Jackson, 3rd donation	5	0	0	

	Officers, Mechanics, and Labourers employed on Public Works, Charleston Harbour	128	11	5	

	Citizens of Salem, Massachusetts, per Joseph S. Cabot, Mayor	440	6	8	

	Society of Friends of New England, per Samuel Boyce, Lynn, Massachussetts, 2nd donation	530	15	0	

	Ditto 3rd donation	221	8	0	

	Ditto 4th donation	65	7	6	

	Irish Relief Committee, Nashville, Tennessee, per Thomas Gowdey and others	535	14	3	

	Stark, Day, and Standfass, New Orleans	12	0	0	

	Irish Relief Committee of Charleston, per James Adger and others, 2nd donation	850	0	0	

	P. O’Reilly, R.C.C., Troy, New York	26	16	8	

	Irish Relief Committee of Charleston, per James Adger and others, 3rd donation	150	0	0	

	Irish Relief Committee of Madison, Indiana, per O. K. Donohoe and others	9	8	0	

	Irish Relief Committee of Nashville, Tennessee, 2nd donation	209	15	9	

	Forward,	14,576	17	0	46,290	9	1







		£	s.	d.	£	s.	d.

	Amount forward,	14,576	17	0	46,290	9	1

	Irish Relief Committee of Newark, New Jersey	114	16	8		

	Less amount sent to Scotland by their directions	29	11	3		

		85	5	5	

	Irish Relief Committee of Charleston, per James Adger and others, 4th donation	100	0	0	

	Society of Friends of New England, per Samuel Boyce, Lynn, Mass. 5th donation	34	10	5	

	Irish Relief Committee of Nashville, Tennessee, 3rd donation	112	2	4	

	Irish Relief Committee of Ottawa, Illinois, per H. W. Dashman, A. Washbourne, and others	63	7	7	

	Allen Ayrault, Genesee, 105 dollars	50	18	3	

	J. F. Cooper, Cooperstown, 141 dols. 65 cents.

	James W. Pinkney, New York	33	18	5	

	Citizens of Troy, N. Y.	28	17	11	

	Irish Relief Committee of Charleston, per James Adger and others, 5th donation	77	7	6	

	Irish Relief Committee of Richmond, Virginia, per William H. Macfarland, chairman	399	16	9	

	James Martin and other Friends in Philadelphia	4	9	4	

	Friends of Indiana	2	0	0	

	Society of Friends in New York, per Mahlon Day and David Sands	98	0	8	

	Inhabitants of Ross County, Ohio	31	4	5	

	Irish Relief Committee of Philadelphia, per W. C. Patterson, 3rd donation	62	14	3	

	Society of Friends in Baltimore, per R. H. Thomas	5	0	0	

	Irish Relief Committee of Philadelphia, per W. C. Patterson, 4th donation	10	7	11	

	“W.” Philadelphia (an anonymous contribution)	200	0	0	15,976	18	2

	Total			£62,267	7	3










RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS.




Statement of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, from the commencement in Eleventh‐month, 1846, to the 31st of Seventh‐month, 1852.




	

	RECEIPTS.

		£	s.	d.

	Donations received in money	62,267	7	3

	Donations received in food from America, valued at	133,847	7	7

	Donation of Fifty‐six boilers from the Coalbrookdale Iron Company, Shropshire, valued at	147	6	5

	Donation of clothing for fishermen, from Sir Randolph J. Routh, Commissary‐general for Ireland, valued at	200	0	0

	Interest received on money advanced on loan, and on balance at banker’s	1,864	14	2



	


	DISBURSEMENTS.

		£	s.	d.

	Grants in money and food for gratuitous distribution	151,114	1	0

	Expenditure for the encouragement of the Fisheries	5,365	1	1	

	Less repayments received	480	3	9	

					4,884	17	4

	Amount paid for clothing distributed	7,772	6	2	

	Less repayments received	1,756	18	9	

					6,015	7	5

	Cost of green crop seeds distributed in 1848	6,271	14	2

	Expense of land cultivation by spade labour in the County of Mayo in 1848	7,469	7	9	

	Less amount of sales of produce	1,756	2	2	

					5,713	5	7

	Grants for cultivation by spade labour	275	0	0

	Grants to the Farm Committee of the Society of Friends, for the establishment of a Model Farm and Agricultural School at Colmanstown, County of Galway	13,500	0	0

	Insurance, brokerage, storage, &c. on provisions from America	2,574	14	9

	Cost of manufacturing biscuit from American donations of flour, and of grinding oats	426	4	4

	Grant to Belfast Ladies’ Industrial Association for Connaught	500	0	0

	Grant to Ladies’ Industrial Society, for normal lace school, Wentworth‐place, Dublin	100	0	0

	Sundry expenses of Central Relief Committee and its auxiliaries at Cork, Limerick, Waterford and Clonmel:—			

	Rent, office furniture, &c.	304	7	2	

	Postage and carriage of parcels	249	4	10	

	Printing, stationery, and advertising, including the cost of printing this report	1,095	2	8	

	Travelling expenses of deputations to various parts of Ireland	647	8	11	

	Salaries of assistant‐secretary, bookkeepers, clerks, &c.	1,836	18	4	

	Petty charges	53	1	10	

					4,186	3	9

	Balance remaining unappropriated	2,765	7	1





		£198,326	15	5		£198,326	15	5







1 This fishing experiment, as well as the establishment of the curing‐house, was attempted with the hope of improving the condition of the Claddagh fishermen near Galway; and both objects were prosecuted with the energetic co‐operation of John D’Arcy, vicar of Galway, and some other benevolent gentlemen in the neighbourhood; but in consequence of the strong prejudices of the Claddagh men, and other difficulties, they were at length abandoned. The curing‐house has however been since re‐opened, and is now being prosecuted by private enterprise.



2 Since the first publication of the account of this visit, this union has been divided as mentioned above; the electoral divisions of Binghamstown and Belmullet forming an union, with a temporary poor‐house at Binghamstown; and it is intended to build the workhouse at Belmullet. An inspecting officer and vice‐guardian have also been appointed, whose indefatigable exertions for the relief of this distressed district are and have been instrumental in saving the lives of numbers of its wretched inhabitants.



3 Kohl.



4 A short time previously to my second visit, the owner (nominally) of a rent‐roll of £500 a‐year died of fever, in the capacity of master of the temporary poor‐house at Binghamstown. He was formerly a justice of the peace. In another case, the owner of 300 acres of land applied to the board of guardians for out‐door relief. The government inspecting officer, under date of the 13th of November, says of this district, in his reports to the Poor‐Law Commissioners, “There is no proprietor who takes the least interest in the welfare of the unfortunate poor of this district.”



5 The estates in chancery are notoriously ill‐managed and neglected. The only power which appears to be exercised by this court is that of exacting the uttermost farthing of rent. The tenants in consequence become degraded; and, left to themselves, let and sublet, to their own great injury and that of the estate. When, therefore, a sale takes place, or the estate comes to the heir, and the proprietor wishes to make improvements, he commences by evicting the small tenantry; who, cast out without the means of support, brood over their misfortunes, and in the end sometimes commit murder. Many melancholy instances of this might be stated.



6 The reader is probably aware that these truly kind and considerate arrangements of the committee in New York, respecting payment of freight, were superseded by the ready consent of our Government to pay the freight of all donations of food forwarded from that country.



7 With the exception of insurance, a charge which we believe our Government will not undertake to re‐imburse.



8 The minute alluded to has been already inserted. See above.



9 William Foster drew on our funds for about £1000, which he distributed in grants to various persons; in addition to which, he also dispensed money supplied from England, to a considerably larger extent.



10 See report of Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners for 1852, pages 10 and 11.



11 The sum of 1,377 6s. 1d. was received in repayment for clothes sold, and handed back to the Central Relief Committee.



12 It appears by subsequent information received from Colonel Gore that his anticipations as to the profits of the crop of the ensuing year were fully borne out by the result; thus leaving the improvement of the land as a clear gain, and rendering the experiment completely successful.



13 This sum has been since raised to £7,500.



14 As the state of this account has been changed by the subsequent transactions of the committee, it is not necessary to re‐publish it. The full statement of accounts appears in Appendix XXIX.
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