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TAPE INDEX 

Harbor Lights 
Milwaukee, WI 

[The first six numbers are tunes played by the band: Gerhardt Schweinert, 

accordion, vocals; Julie Leszczynski, vocals; Ken Schuetzler, dru ms; Dennis 

Tomaschek, saxophone; John Birich, bass; Tim~~~~' guitar.] 

1. Ein Eischen Frieden [recorder comes on in the midst of the son g and 

microphones and levels are adjusted]. 

2. Ein Eischen Frieden, repeated [the recordinc is as good as possible giv en 

unfavorable conditions described in the field notes]. 

3. Heu t Konu:1t Mein Hertz Zu Dir. 

4. Unknown tune. 

5. Schonne Maid. 

6. Caramba Caraco Ein Whiskey: a medle y incorporating six folk tunes. 

[John Eirich begins to talk.] 

7. !'!other came over from East Prussia in 1952 with a little Hohner pinna 

accordion. J, b. 1962, st a rted accor dion et fiv e , ·s~u tlie d seriously until 10 . 

Lessons fro m Beihoff (sp?) Music, Ochs Music. 

8 . J fascinated by his mother's makin g t he l eft hand buttons work . 

9. At age si x ha d f irst r ecital. PL-lycd a t nur s in g home with brother while 
I 

weari nG l e tlcrhos e n. They st ill ;-,13:i· t he r e ov2r Christ mas . 

11. J •,1ea r s J.ede r hosen thr ow.;hcll!t f, 111 :rr:er. 

11. Ee .:111d br ot he r pl ayed t o~;el he r \-,hen E;rm,:ing up, uut st nrt e<l play in g \·:it h a 

Ger nan [jr oup , "T2l is •n.;111," at J' S or :LG-- cr oss bet •.:cen Cer ::mr.- 1~meri can rind C:oun t ry 

musi c. 'fhe r: his brothe r, ]',oh , pL1yed acconl i o~1 :incl ;:'.Ui t a r 1vi th E2r !Jor U .ght s 

fo r 81-1ltil'.~ . l', hacl le.ft t o pl ny ,,.,j th SpH :;:bu licn for r1 fe ,, yea n , ; tlw t ba:id put 
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out an LP. 

12. For a year and a hlaf J and Band drummer from Spitzbuben and a keyboard 

player formed Tyroler Boys. All in early twenties. Love German music, but are 

versatile for ~ixed crowds. 

13. Played "Jungle Love" and "Billie Jean" along with polkas and waltzes for a 

rec ent hi gh school dance. 

14. J likes the beauty and sim plicity of t hree chord mus ic, the f act t hat 

lovely melodies can come from such si ~pl ~ combin a tions. 

15. Repertoire: Drummer's paren t s a lso born in Germany ; ban d pl under s their 

record collection for "obscure cover tune s that fit our style." Avoids the 

"real popular superhits from Germany." Strive for an "original sound." 

[TAPE ONE ENDS] 

16. Folk tunes till in the repertoire because "people love to hear 'em and sin g 

along." [Gary Schweinert brings out a list of "standard" tunes that, 

unfortunately, I forgot to write doim.] J mentions "Schone ist die Ju gend" (sp?) 

and "Berg Vagabond" as examples. [Hate that these have no connection to th e 

"Dutchman" repertoire, nor did any of the tunes on G's list.] 

17. Other German hands in Milwaukee. "Harbor Li ghts" play a mix of German and 

American music f or economic reasons. "Red ;Ziver Roys" real popul ar, two album s 

out, do pretty much "German stand nrds." "Die Sterne Der Ile imat" ar e popul ar 

too, hav e added sy r1thesi zer and ploy cont em?orary Ameri can songs too ( s ee f i e l d 

r1ot es on thi s hand whi ch pl eye<l f or t he Fns chin gsbijl l nt t he Park Pondero sa in 

(Jadi son ) . 

18 . (; re ckons i t h'c:1~.; li ;<c br ea '.<inc t he ic e at f i_r s t to pL1y Ai!1erican nrnnhcrs . 

" A lo t of the;;1 c'id n' L \·mnt t o ac cep t t ha t." 

1 <) . Johnny :foffi.i;.1nn "li .:ts r1or e of ~:rn or chcs t n:: hac 1d n0 hi 111 up" thnn the other 

fo ur or fi ve~ piece krn<ls . lie ' s :1 2,e:1cr :1t io:i o l der . 1:cpcr tojrc i s pr:1cticn Lly 
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all German. 

20. Brief mention of Alte Kameraden, Alpine Trio, and Carl Ratzer as other 

Milwaukee German bands about whom J and G didn't know too much. 

21. G's parents German, came over in 1950s. Dad from southern Germany, mother 

from the north. They met on the ship coming over. G b. 1960. 

22. Started playing at nine or ten, "hated every minute of it." Took lessons 

from LaDuca brothers. Quit for awhil~, started playing again 'cause dad 

complained of lost investment in lessons and instruments. 

[John has to leave at this point.] 

23. After high school graduation, G worked as a tool and die ~aker. Started 

playing with sister Caroline, drums and vocals, as a two piece band. Then added 

Bob Eirich on guitar, accordion, and occasional bass. Then John Eirich when Bob 

left for Spitzbuhen, then Rich-band's old bass player--, then Tim the old 

guitarist. Then Caroline quit to start playing jazz. 

2Lf. C got bored with music. She didn't grow up as "German" as G who didn't 

speak English when he started school. Music too si~ple for her jazz interests. 

25. G's dad used to play accordion. l!is cousin came over and was playing too. 

Dad used to play harmonica. Parents didn't sing too much. 

26. G hired a singer in the beginning, but it didn't work out. G had a tough 

time tryin g to sin g at first, but has worked at it and his voice is no~· 

pass::1blc--"it' s not ~;oing to annoy anybody." 

27. Daci<groun dE: of those in the band no\·.' arc mi;.'.cd. lUsh t now the be.n d , 

excepti:1 ;~ '.(en, is "ju st nhout all Amcrica!1 in bad:~;round." G t au ght Julie to 

sinr, Gcr!:1011 \·JOrds. "This isn't really her kine! of music," but it's n clmncc to 

sin g . l1!Jc-n she firnt joined th e krncl , various coi:1plnin ts obout a [err.ale sin ger , 

cspcci~lly one ,:ho dldn ' t olso ph1y ::in instrumc;1t. They cornplc1incd thnt " s:1c 

cl or:sn ' t knm: !Jo11 Lo :,in '.Z." l !er voice c.LlCi (; ' :, nrc in the :;nme oc Lave o nc1 , ::1 t: 



first, she was harmonizing higher than G when he sang; now she sin gs low, where 

people like it, but she can't always put out enough volume to be heard. Reckons 

German audience is "real stubborn" and hard to get alon g with. Band often feels 

tight when playing for German weddings. "But what else can I do?" 

28. G doesn't know much about the May Dances (his band's playin g for one May 

11) , exc ept t hat they pick a q ue_en. They're playin g for the DANK Society of 

Mil wauk ee (an acronym that G couldn't i dentify further). 

29. Future of German bands: "I thin k it's gonna die out." Bet ween when G's 

parents ca me in 1952 and ea rly 60s many clubs for med among those in raid~t wenties 

to mid-thirties. Lot of youth groups still active, but ''in twenty years I don't 

think there's going to be very much going on anymore.'' Jefferson Hall on Fond 

du Lac Avenue now closed. 

Friday night. 

Bavarian Inn no lon ger has re gular dances every 

30. G thinks Carl Ratzer has more or a "Dutchman," "Oktoberfest style" with 

brass. Bands like Johnny Hoff~ann look more to Europe. 

31. Hardly any young people at Harbor Lights' dances except during the "party 

atmosphere" of Oktoberfest. 

32. liarbor Li ghts going throu gh a strug gl e , but G r eckons to keep ban d 

to ge ther. Ha s $15,0 00 invested in equip~ent. Difficult for live ban ds to pl a y 

because bands need too much money to play. 

33 . liarhor Li ght s are doin 3 lousy th is yea r. Been play in g fo r s i x yea r s . I·!c:tle 

ha r dly any t hin3 fi r s t year ; sec omt yea r ~6 , 000 ; las t year $22 , 000 . But '.13ve 

more m0rnl;er s ;rnc: , 1dt l1 infL1t i cn , l i t tl e r ccll g:1in in i 11co:11e. 

31+. )~and r.ene r::1ll y pl .:iyt~ fif t y job s per yea r 1.d .th smu~·::r ns busies t s23son . 

Pl ny wc clcli n~s , OktoLe r fr~st, Cern:3nfest . [ \{ ... c, ci ~, 1 t-7 1 .. -, - · , 11"'\<~ P1 ] " -' . · -,r, , ,1 , , , .) C .. l. C-,~ .I er ,. r 1 l , '-•> co ... )) d Lrl.L I., , 

35 . Ilusi c ians p] ayi n;', this nlg·.1 t \-,ri.tll C ~111 i nc li ned to 1H~ j:izz :1:tts.1cJ :-·:1rJ. No 
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work of that sort in Milwaukee area, so musicians get into wedding bands. 

36. Mrs. Schuetzler descends and the two banter about money, an upcoming 

wedding for which the band is playing, and so on. 

[I shut off the machine and THE SESSION ENDS] 
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