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iten s ingfield, Ohio: A Battl Editon! pringfield, Ohio: A Battle 
West Virginia: A Battle Agai e ginia. gainst = Multicultural Text Multicul IT = UiTICUITUFG! 1exTs 

A year-long, model study of how that approach “are equally damaging 

A major report by the National Education Association's Teacher Rights | world and American history are taught to white and Black people, although in 
Division on the West Virginia textbook controversy was recently published. in the Springfield, Ohio, school system different ways” for the following rea- 

"A Textbook Study in Cultural Conflict" was based upon an on-site investi- | was completed recently by an inde- sons: 
gation conducted in December 1974 by the NEA at the request of the Kanawha pendently organized group of parents, 1. Because their teachers and text- 

Community Association of Classroom Teachers. The 87-page report discusses | educators, community workers and hooks et 3 are = 
the background history of the dispute, its cultural, political and economic fea- | anti-racism specialists. Led by Ida POCA DT AS Agate Omen ates 

< . i A “17: . . have been the main contributors to 
tures and offers suggestions for heading off such conflicts in the future. The | Williams, a racism-awareness trainer Ber eats F ieee ¥ ; i = - civilization, that whites are smarter 
panel submits its proposals in the interests of preserving the professional | and former settlement house director, than any other race, that the contribu- 

freedom of teachers and "the right of the learner . . . to explore, present and the Metro-Ministry Task Force on tions of non-whites to world and Ameri- 
discuss divergent points of view in the quest for knowledge and truth." Minority History presented a 37-page can posterity are minimal at best, and 

Sitting on the investigative panel were representatives of the National Council | report to the Springfield Board of SE ae . e on rela 

of Churches, National Council for the Social Studies and the Association for | Education late last year. aie eae epee ons a aaa 
Supervision and Curriculum Development, as well as classroom teachers and The procedure followed by the Task shtalligan’ chansianes ote: -AtarGment 
an authority on the cultural and religious traditions of Kanawha County. A | Force is adaptable for use in other ture. White students are,’ therefore, 
total of 77 witnesses, representing di- communities by groups of concerned culturally deprived and deceived. 
vergent viewpoints, testified before the “* ly ee) _f®- | citizens and represents a positive and 2. Black and other non-white students 

panel in two days of hearings. eo. * ~ hi. constructive approach to fostering ae exposed to _ same ee 
Wi Ber “ Fe sh: in th tent of educational owever, since they cannot identify 

pare Gopec a Outs DA eR Ore ate ion va” Uae  - wee ae eee. with the white heroes and achievements, of particular concern to the CIBC: # ~~? AS ca a nae edie National and since their own cultural history is 
1) The panel's finding that "a per- | iat << we N ze iting the findings of the Nationa’ absent, many begin to believe that white 

vasive concern with writings related . ae pe Fag, | Advisory Commission on Civil Disor- people’ must be superior. Thus, self- 
4G ace" characterize a teLibook cis 3 BR a " ders (published in 1967), the report hatred often takes root. Psychologists 

tique prepared by the minority fac- ys a, © - ty bak > “4 | states: point Eas oe sa oe who feel inferior, 
. eas 5 4 b ‘ a pee The study of history i i rtant who hate themselves, cannot achieve 

tion of the Citizens Textbook Review "NY Mah RUS tex. Vl method of transmitting pride and confi. and be productive to the same degree as 
Committee. Critics interpreted state- or _& - Ae &) dete! fala wad acd tecean SEL aan those who feel positively about them- 

ments in the materials to mean that all . \ ££ ee problem for white Americans—one need selves. Today, more and more Black and 
"whites of this nation are insensitive, a only scan a copy of any of Springfield’s non-white students recognize that they 

unaware, create hostility and suspi- > oo /) history texts to find ample evidence of ae eee a i aeacon! of their eee - 
> ; as meee ie - th lish: ts.of the white grasp fany_of these students become disillu- 

ooo Se are UE sete ot com neoiitce: 4 Ae ee SC Sayer lace adlotices SRL sioned with the system of education. In Ae 4 However, for Black and other non-white tion." They objected to the Langston gdm (3 oe fe, | 2 eee : aicikes tbe sth walt. 
ae Ee prople, just the reverse is true. The any event, whether imbued with self 
Hughes poem, A Toast to Harlem, — ee g | textbooks are filled with myth and hatred or disillusioned with the system, 
because "The toast to Harlem is that a ee ew (au || distortion concerning their contribu- the result is a low level of achievement 
it belongs to the Negroes." They re- fb 4 tions. We find the Springfield School for all but the very strongest and 

jected a James Baldwin story as "anti- a f 4 System is aiding the promotion of two saa a giudents), and ai 
ee a peices — Le + ere and unequal societies in Ameri- pene ae ae ee 

it Bi oi a Be pea a oo a s al The Task Force identified as the deprived and deceived. P white Br Ca 2 were unco ton Wide World Photos major problem attending the teaching The report commends the Springfield 
able with discussions of the Mexican Kanawha County Courthouse, of world history in the Springfield School System for instituting Black 
revolution which they ioe breed Charleston, West Virginia, November | schools the presentation of white history courses in two high schools in 
“hate between the races. ; 1974: Parents who kept their children European culture to all students as the 1968 but labels the program “inade- 

It was our further observation, al- out of school in the textbook protest predominant, superior way of life. The quate and detrimental.” It is inade- 
though the report _does not cite ib offer themselves for arrest. report states that the consequences of uate because Black history “is taught 
that the petition circulated by anti- separately from traditional white/Eu- 
textbook parents during May and ropean world and American history, 
June also reflects that pervasive con- relegating it to the position of ‘other’ 

cern with race. Underlying the state- history, even though it is rightfully a 

ment in the petition's lead paragraph . 5 part of the total world and American that materials be arohibied = 4. | Bert & Nan & Flossie & Fred: history.” Noting tha te not equ, 
schools which "demean, encourage ° e Tas ‘orce asks rt er, “Why 

skepticism, or foster disbelief in the in- The Bobbsey Twins Roll On should all students be required to know 
stitutions of the United States of Amer- about Benjamin Franklin, Abraham 
ica and in Western civilization," would oe ene ae eo bie 
seem to be the concept that Western given the option to learn of Frederic! 
culture is, above all, white. As one | BY MARY KAY STARK tes ae hee J 
witness who testified before the NEA journer , Harrie man, etc? 
panel put it, the anti-book protest is, While much attention and critical 1930, 15 million copies of The Rover | The report also questions the granting 
at least in part, "a reaction to the analysis is given to Newbery Award- Boys and 20 million copies of Tom of only one-half credit for the Black 

black (sic) presence in America” and winners and other so-called “good” Swift were sold. With 50 million in history course, thereby discouraging 

by implication, expresses resistance is children’s books, little consideration or sales to its credit, The Bobbsey Twins | students from taking it and implying 
Hiei ae even recognition is given to series has outsold (and, in the case of The | that Black history does not merit full 

e idea that Third World cultures are : ‘ A - anaes 
p ; books, which continue to be among the Rover Boys, outlasted) both of these | credit. White enrollment is cited as 

an integral part of the Western heri- eee 5 : & 5 a yates 
tase most popular publications for children. series and, until recently, was the best- | having always been minimal, “i.e. ina 

: é Th it Wie shoo) author These best sellers tend to be discounted __ selling children’s series of the twen- | typical class of 25 there were never 
3 Dee GUMTE. of the school author by most critics as “bad” literature, but _tieth century. (The Nancy Drew books | more than two or three white stu- 
ties to anticipate the outbreak of hos- despite that expert judgment, the fact now lead the pack.) dents.” 
tilities around introduction of thenew | remains that the series books are The appeal of the series books to The Superintendent of the Spring- 
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural books into | widely read. children cannot really be disputed. Continued on page 6 
the school system. The NEA panel Since 1899, generations of children However, their authors’ treatment of 
felt the school authorities should have | have poured over such best sellers as Black characters can and should be Sidnakaladialie ice eet er Oe 
foreseen the controversy because of | The Bobbsey Twins, Tom Swift, Nancy disputed since the books contain racist 
what had happened in 1969 when | Drew, The Rover Boys and The Hardy stereotypes that have influenced gener- CONTENTS 
the Kanawha County Board of Edu- | Boys. Books have been handed down _ ations of young people. ; Battle Against Multicultural Texts ; 
cation adopted a pilot sex education | from parent to child, as well as All of the aforementioned series | Battle For Multicultural Texts 1 
program for several elementary, jun- | exchanged between neighbors. Librari- books have been produced over the | The Bobbsey Twins Roll On 1 
ior and senior high schools. At that | ans, having finally tired of saying years by a group called the Stratemey- | The Future For Multicultural Texts? 2 
time, the same Board member who | “No, we don’t carry those books,” are er Syndicate (see box on p. 5). All iow 2 eat Sexism in Texts 3 
was to spearhead the anti-textbook | now stocking their shelves with Nancy have contained an assortment of Serene 4 

. e : z Art Directors, Take Note 7 
drive had been elected to the Board | Drew and Hardy Boys stories. minor Black characters such as maids, | Children’s Literature Ganterence 8 
on a platform promise to abolish the What the books lack in literary porters, cooks and the like. However, | Consent Decree Victory for 

pilot program on sex. Virtually the | quality and originality, they have three of the series—The Bobbsey Bilingual Education 8 
Continued on page 2 made up for in sales. From 1899 to Continued on page 5 | Court Challenges 1.Q. Text 8



WEST VIRGINIA continued trom page 1 : WHAT IS THE FUTURE FOR 

oe : Concern has been expressed by classroom texts to supplementary, 
oo cy lh Dorothy Massie, author of the NEA library-based texts. Contacted at the 

bra - - = | ie ia a panel’s report on the Kanawha Coun- publisher’s New York offices, Heath 
LY es au “hie ae ty, West Virginia, textbook controver- executive Lauren Korte told the CIBC: 

a «a oe © = jf y oe sy, for the future of new pluralistic “We haven’t received any formal 
ae Ne Pe s oO education materials. Citing a recent protests. No groups or individuals 

oi eh oe a report in the Washington Star News have written us a list of items in the 
if ~— aN 2 > a. that Ginn and Company, a major series that they don’t like. But we have 

x ae eS? e 4 textbook publisher, plans to delete received several crank calls.” Asked 
3 - i . £9 Se as a a a” ‘ several selections from their recently about the company’s overall policy 

aa, ge Ss Vea * published secondary anthologies, Ms. towards criticism, Mr. Korte said, “We 
“ "A és AN See Sin : Massie said, “Many publishers are don’t intend to compromise the philos- 

: | : Le | Te, (ee liable to back down from their commit- ophy of our programs. We believe, not 
: fo oF MT Sane ex oe - 5 ment to produce these new materialsin only in the multiethnic, multiracial 

See | € Kt hl PRS ny the face of such virulent protests as character of these programs, but in 
. — - — took place in West Virginia.” their pedagogy as well. We would not 

“a : Z Strong criticism of textbook content pull any components out unless there 
A delegation (above) opposed to multi- ti was lodged by a seven-member text- were sound, educational reasons for 
cultural textbooks went to Washington i . book review committee in the Kanaw- doing so.” 
to demand federal action in the Kan- : ha County dispute. A splinter group of 
awha County dispute. Reverend Mar- y a larger citizen’s committee appointed CONFLICT SPREADS 
vin Horan (right), a fundamentalist |. by the Board of Education, this com- 
minister who has been active in the —— 4 ’ mittee produced a 500-page document Other evidence is available to sup- 
protests, was recently indicted in a fi: ao~ in which it suggested removal of 184 of Port Ms. Massie’s “fall-out” theory. 
school bombing. (Wide World Photos) no ‘ee wf ro the 254 titles assigned for review. Armed with a Supreme Court decision 

| 1 1. oS . % Ms. Massie regarded the reported ffirming the supremacy of local 
7 f ieee’ | pullback by the Ginn publishing house Public opinion in setting definitions of 
ee ae as evidence that “the West Virginia baariend groups in Georgia and 

same community forces had been 1 “Ss i as ’ situation is having a ripple effect.” a LL. 
called into play and had successfully A At - 7 Contacted by we aCIBC “at. Ginnie ms ia Sind joa et eI Ls. ~ @ % | editorial offices in Boston, Ben DeLu- Schools. Similar organizations have 
Sea ge oe Droer an pougees ie oo we sD ca, Jr. stated that no Ginn books had been writing legislators in Virginia, NEA panel, "This censorship effort a a om | been challenged in Kanawha County. Urging passage of laws against the use 
was a harbinger of events to come psprstcad — ee He acknowledged, however, that of “obscene” materials. According to 
in 1974; its success showed that by . Ginna Rerpordaeo genes designed to Doris Colomb, a member of the Kan- 
public protest—even when that pro- A teach literature in grades 7-12, had awha County Coalition for Quality 
test is based on distortions of truth a been criticized in three Virginia Education—the group leading the fight 
and false accusations — the people can counties—Washington, Roanoke and 0 save the textbooks—teams of anti- 
make a difference in shaping, or dis- Prince William. According to Mr. textbook protesters are touring local 
mantling, public school programs." rooms would have been preserved." DeLuca, the company’s sales repre- libraries looking for “obscene” books. 

3) The nationwide threat to the | sentatives and managers in those ¥ au = oo ee is se 

use of multicultural, multiethnic text-| areas picked up criticisms from local defined broadly and, in particular, 
MORE COMMUNICATION books and materials in schools that aoudeacis oe in some cases, were emphasizes the writings of Blacks. 

To prevent future destructive con- the West Virginia controversy both | approached by school representatives Speaking to what she regards as the 
flicts, the NEA report calls for im- highlights and contributes to. "In dis- | who wanted “clarification” of certain hidden agenda of the protesters, Ms. 

. provement in communications between cussing the significance of the Kana- | aspects of the program. Questioning Colomb said: “The protesters here and 
ee. the school authorities and their rural wha County textbook controversy for | the interpretation given the Washing- elsewhere aren’t really concerned with 

_ constituencies, promotion of more public education and for school sys- ton Star News article, Mr. DeLuca Obscenity. They want to turn the clock 
rural parent involvement in the school tems throughout the country," the re- would grant only that “The Respond- back to a whole other way of American 
systems, holding of Board of Edu- port states, "the NEA Panel considered ing series is being reviewed according life. i 
cation meetings in different areas with two specific questions: 1. Had it not | to our usual procedure.” “No final Her statement seems borne out in the 
invitations to residents to attend and been for their multicultural, multi- | decisions on EVISU the program demand by West Virginia protesters 
an active public information program ethnic content, would the language | have been made,” he said. for more traditional methods of teach- 
using the mass media. The report also arts materials adopted in 1974 have Two elementary textbook programs ing (as opposed to open classroom 
suggests formulation of policy for the generated as unyielding and violent that h ave figured centrally in the West arrangements), as well as traditional ; 4 Virginia controversy are Houghton materials. Their tendency to lump the orderly handling of challenges or a protest as that which has occurred? Se eceraks a é 
complaints regarding classroom ma- 2. Would the conflict have been as pro- Mifflin’s Interaction series and D.C. two ; together—methods and 
feviale: the? would vequirelcubmiccion Sip teed and athe foc ean RA Heath’s Communicating. (A secondary materials—is the giveaway. Although 
Stun eciicae Hen oharses GAG wceas 8 Fl Bee Heath series, The Dynamics of Lan- some Black parents also. prefer more 

=P ? s 8 not been infiltrated by representatives guage, was also challenged.) The rigidly structured teaching of “the 
plaint form, meetings between teach- of highly sophisticated, well-organized status of both of these series was basics,” Ms. Massie feels that giving in 
ers and complainants and the reading right-wing extremist groups? The an- changed by an act of the Kanawha to the demands for other programs 
in full, by the complainant, of all ques- _swer to both these questions, the Panel | County school board from required would lead ultimately to newly- 
tioned materials. believes, is no.” 

"It must be acknowledged that the Quite correctly, we believe, the report 
conflict might have erupted regardless _ points up the relationship between text- | == 
of what the school eye or did books and busing as issues which What the Protesters Said About the Books 
not do to prepare for it," the panel both involve race and evoke outpour- 
stated. "There is a possibility, how- ings of emotionalism and political ex- A splinter group of the Kanawha County Citizens Review Committee prepared a textbook critique from 
ever, that had positive preparatory or tremism. Just as busing is viewed by | which the NEA report quotes the following excerpts: 
responsive steps been taken at piv- many as a needed tool in changing the (Text Item) Article says whites of this nation are all insensitive, unaware, create hostility, and 

otal moments, the public schools of "have-not" status of non-white Ameri- Objection: toe nae 
Kanawha County would not have cans, multicultural, multiethnic ma- (Text Item) Concerning what to call blacks. 
made national headlines in 1974, and __ terials seek to fulfill the right of racial Objection: This is ridiculous. What does this have to do with the instruction of English? 
the academic freedom of its class- and ethnic minorities to be represented (Text Item) ae ee iB a ae Tan ee ee a ee 8 ee is 

; ; . ste ‘ “that it belongs to the Negroes.” Concerning temptation, refer is made lam 
ae Deis nue aad Reet pelaHors & Eve. Simple [a Black aaa says that i sei been in the Garden of Eden he 
ship to U.S. culture. Citing examples would have stayed there and out of Harlem. But his friend tells him that he was not 
of right-wing exploitation of the pro- there because Adam and Eve were white; and that they were late arrivals on the 

= test— such as the circulation of propa- ; scene. oh 

Interracial Books Bend ee Ocum ees = aed ite aston aa Pee ae Gils problem. 
FOR Cc H I LDREN — of truth and the funding of pro- Objection: Writer's opinion. Should not be stated as a proven fact. 

est activities—the report sounds an (Text Item) Not specified. 
= = : . urgent warning regarding the effective- Objection: Reference to Mexicans having a revolution against whites, breeds hate between 

reed lt mes aut BY | nas of the manipulative facies ofthe eon ‘ i Text Item “My Childhood” by James Baldwin. 
Children, 1841 Broadway, New right. (The failure of the school staff ( Mr. Baldwin Saabs of the vengeance of his father. He says that the church for him 
York, N.Y. 10023. Institutional and and Board members who supported was almost literally a way of getting back at white people. His father wanted to kill 
contributing subscriptions, $15 a the books to mount an aggressive white people! 
year; individuals, $8 a year. Sub- counter campaign is noted elsewhere In the Harlem ghetto, Baldwin felt caged like an animal and wanted to get out. He had 
scription form on page 8. in the report.) Right-wing organiza- accepted his father’s bitterness—that of blaming the white people for poverty, etc.— 

tions have extensive resources — legal, sae ater tis fathers death pores 2 
financial caminunications— and thee Objection: 1. The ‘Story is anti-white. The generalization is that all white people have 

See ee eee pe ee 2 discriminated against the black. 
itori i . power should not be underestimated. 2. The story is not necessarily timely. 
ee pe eee aoe. We strongly concur with the NEA pan- 3. Has the White man caused ail the problems of the Negro race in America? Is 

Bradford Chambers, Ruth Charnes, el in their concrete suggestions to Poa: eo a eeereee jot ue nn ON es k Pana 
Sonia Chin, Antonia Pérez, Virginia school administrators for seizing the Sons) fe pHRpose OL His SP lecuOn U(Many, OF ea owie MO ea ery dod 

Rice, Barbara Saturnine, Byron offensive and establishing procedures 5. Why teach anti-white? (Anti-black is not taught anywhere in this series.) Williams to safeguard their authority in the face 

of irrational, destructive attack. i 

Zz



segregated schools. “The very concept side of the classroom to supplement 
of desegregation—pluralistic educa- a child's classroom reading material. 
tion,” she stated, “is under siege.” Speak to both the school and local Speers irc! SEXISM IN TEXTBOOKS — en monet has also been active in the West purchase storybooks from available 

Virginia dispute. One of the groups lists of non-sexist books; (2) to pro- 
a the ees called age BY JUDITH KRAM vide biographies of famous women, 

ristians ainst the Books, 7 - 
i ee |= The techniques described in the article plaint against the Kalamazoo School __ Particularly those who excelled in tra- s been absorbed by the Klan. A recent ditional: 1 les like Elizabeth 

Klan cross-burning, indicating along below can of course also be used in System for its purchase of a $68,000 anonaby mare “roles e Hlizabe 

with other signs that the anti-book | ‘e fight against racism in all child- Houghton Mifflin reading series which EE the a ee OE: es 
movement there is not fading aw: oriented materials. — Editors. the Committee claims discriminates ee we Wore en 1Or womens ee ig away, = 

di bo 0 le. Although against women. [This case has not like Susan B. Anthony and the Pank- rew about 200 people. though a f : ' 
fundamentalist minister who has been Boys are clever, resourceful, indus- yet been decided. For information, hursts; (3) to purchase women's mag- 
indicted for his alleged involvement in trious, independent and strong; girls contact Ms. Jo Jacobs, Chairperson, azines such as Ms. and Womansport. 

a school bombing refused legal counsel | are altruistic, emotional, fearful, weak | Commission to Study Sex Bias in Kal- A need exists for new material on 
offered by the Klan, Ms. Colomb | and incompetent. This is the lesson &maz00 Public Schools, 732 Garland women, integrated material and easily 

quoted the leading voice against the | children learn from their elementary St, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49008.— accessible bibliographies and samples 
books on the school board as having | school readers. Editors.| : d of non-sexist curricula. The latter 
stated “The NEA is worse than the Quite a few individuals and organi- While lobbying for legislation, you would be of particular use to teach- 
KKK.” : x zations have carried out content analy- anouid also mace with the textbook — ers who are concerned about sex-role Organized countermeasures, aimed | ses of textbooks, and their findings selection officials. At the state level, stereotyping but who for lack of time, 
at tempering the effects of the criticism have led to the same conclusion: Text. ‘his may mean contacting a textbook commitment or resources are unable 
and protests, are increasing. The books are tracking children into nar- selection committee ora division of to do their own research. 
Kanawha County Coalition for Quality rowly defined sex roles, which are curriculum planning/instructional ma- For those interested in developing 
Education has petitioned the Superin- : Siac terials. Within an individual system, bibliographies, the following is sug- d A demeaning to girls and detrimental to . : RESP 8 8 

‘ a coordinator of elementary education ested: tendent to conduct hearings on the iol ciisand Ge ge dinator of el tary educati gested: 
functions of a book-screening com- ; ; imj. 0%. individual teachers may be respon- _1. Decide on the subject area and read- 2; ed-of 16 as The first step in seeking to elimi- ee mittee (composed o: parents an : z sible for textbook selection. It is im- ing level for investigation. Choose a nar- 
teachers), charging that the committee so = oa — — portant to let the proper officials know ‘OW focus, e.g., fifth grade history or 
nfri ‘ structional materials is to research the i ibliog- infringes on the authority of educators ai . : vow are concerned and want ionnee: fifth grade math, and combine bibliog 
to determine curriculum content. Legal | ™aterial currently in use in order to Sith ‘then tapi at the end if aes 

. . aie 7 i: r = . Decide what type of instructional ma- 
achonis Alay planned by the Coalition bona Re ae ee Renae Sunes School systems — state or local—can terial to investigate, e.g., integrated text- to challenge thi del: for fut The next step is to publicize these gate, e.g., 9 

eB ek WISH eS 10 ee ani also exert pressure. They can refuse books or supplementary material. 
textbook adoptions approved by the inaings. to buy material which does not meet 3. Familiarize yourself with the field 
Board of Education in November 1974. established guidelines for portrayal of before investigating available material in 
Stated Ms. Colomb, “The new guide- ihe 2eeceues Ofisial leliics Bom” the order to clearly define beforehand what 
lines subvert the rights of teachers to : ; an acceptable text should include. (In an 
teach and acociticatly prevent the use USE THE MEDIA school system should be sentto every area such as history, most people are 
othe DC Heath See hich Whe media. iaia@aiseril tool for com. textbook publishing company inform- unfamiliar with women's contributions 

as F Pega ete Mae ing them of the decision not to pur- and, therefore, are unaware of what con- 
adopted for use in the classroom in | municating the problem and for re h imate stitutes accurate ond adequate material.) 
conformance with state law.” ‘ cruiting support. Send letters to the — peal 2 = — ae 4. Remember: Written authorization is 

editor. These columns constitute free cea UES, POOPY OCLs sucesues fequired for each piece of copyrighted 
BLACKS SPEAK OUT publicity for your efforts and reach — e oe ee ne . be eS in ayy 2 

‘ oe 2 : : : choose evelop its own guidelines intended for publication, unless it is an 
_Supporting the Coalition in its ac- | - ne oo ees moe or may adopt those already compiled &xcerpt of less than 300 words used 
ions, in addition mounting a , tehi or illustrative purposes. 

Compaen deste, Owns ssihes Black eae ment of Education, or feminist group. In the absence of adequate material, Alliance Against Child Neglect, aloose | forts to combat sexually biased in- ; ee ; 
As oa s Write to textbook publishing com- teachers must acquire compensatory 

federation of Black sororities, fraterni- | structional material. In addition to P 8 : - 
ties, ministerial d the Charl- | dealing with the media directly, con-  P@Mies about their materials. Address skills. In Kalamazoo, the Committee ies, al groups and the Charl- 5 - eek ti lecriminntt ; 
eston NAACP. Pulled together to | tact businesses and urge them to spon- the editor of the textbook division and 2 Study. Sex, Diserinine epee ne 

3 : send a carbon to the compa Public Schools pasted annotations and 
represent the interests of Black chil- | sor a program on the subject. ee Pee POPahy: supplamenterinte tre GrGhent a ieclal 
dren in the public schools, the Alliance Concerned individuals and organi- PT°S" oe ‘ pea ME pee tit awaiting the = me of thei is the organized voice of the Black | zations should pressure ieetsta teres available in most libraries —will give _W Aw alting. utcome eir — 

community in the textbook crisis. | state and federal—and Boards of Ed. YU the exact person to write. Criti: | complaint. Stop Sex Role Stereotypes 
Reverend Ronald English, a member of ; me cize sexist material, giving specific im Elementary Education, by Martha E » ucation to prohibit the use of stereo- ; z i the board of directors of the Coalition typical sex-role maverial in thespublic examples and offering alternatives Cohen for ConnPIRG (Public Interest 

and spokesperson for the Alliance, told e 1a: Write letters to th gee wherever possible. Also, remember to Research Group), contains an excel- 
the CIBC that at a recent meeting of Be ie Nearer oe eee ERENCES: commend companies for their good lent section on teacher training as well 
the Board of Education he and others 2 So from a group carries more material. as methods for using deficient mate 

deplored “the abuse of Black children” peat een. nome adividual rial. This is just one of many in- 
and declared that “further abuse will | =v" if there are only two of you, service training manuals. 

” it pays to establish yourselves as a Ethel Sadowsky, Chai f th not be tolerated. : OW SE Nanr eek wig ot Ge Ee 
Reached in Charleston, Reverend | 8'OUP and have stationery printed. CHANGE IS EXPENSIVE Education Task Force of the Mas- 

English said further that “White Write to your senators, congresspeople emus be noted atine sachusetts Governor's Commission on 
e Sue " s problem ; 

racism, not Christian coneern, is | 0d thechalrpersonofthe State Board —¢ “ cimminating sex-role stereotypes ‘2° Status of Women, suggests using i f Ed For | g ‘yp h slide tapes as "Dick and J behind the textbook controversy. | Of Education. For local grievances, from textbooks involves economics—  *UCh Slide oe oe pea cg eats 
Whites don’t want the Black perspec- | Write the chairperson of your local Wiss costal nuulishine Accingletian. as Victims" by Women on Words and 

: : ; i p Beene Images and "The Hidden Curriculum," tive represented in the teaching of school committee. If you do not re book is extremely high. While text- : = -_ e : i : - : — 

American history nor do they want | ceive a response, write to the Com- book publishing houses areconcerned “U°'CS OF Cementary texthooks by a P f Seattl to help teach any exposure of Black culture. The | missioner of Education. Make some about the problem of sex bias, they ae OLE pee Ai ee 2 
only hope of eee things in | investigatory calls—it is important to can rarely afford to make more than soy ain ms ne nade et 
the curriculum, the only hope of truly | address your initial complaint to the | cosme’ changes in their present pub- ; : 
integrating the content of American | appropriate party to save time andto _lications. Many companies have com- ee as ene organi 
education, is through these multi- | avoid alienating potential supporters. mitted themselves to eliminating sex . 
racial, multicultural materials.” At present, at least three states— | bias from future publications; how- Continued on page 8 

California, Iowa and New Jersey— ever, it takes at least two years for 
URGENT MESSAGE TO OUR | have passed legislation against sex- - aber aes and Pee The CIBC deeply regrets the in- 

SUBSCRIBERS biased ‘school= materials and: the. -0' 8 ‘ook, fhen-it must ‘be“ap- advertent omission of Chicano 
Boards of Education of Colorado, Ses by oe ee ae Manifesto by Armando Rendén 

Ms. Doris Colomb of the Kana- | Maryland, New Jersey, South Dakota vane oe a 2 ae Noe aoe = (Random House, 1971) from the 
wha County Coalition for Quality | and West Virginia have passed or pro- Ee ear ta ue "Recommended Background Read- 8) P 
Education, whose comments are | posed resolutions. es cdots 2h an a a2 ing” list published in the special ‘ ‘ : ion kit develo e Women's i i i 

» quoted in the above article, in- You are apt to meet resistancefrom Equity Action bos ait takes Bair Chicano issue of the Bulletin, Vol- 
forms us that Congresspeople | people who contend that such legisla~ 4 million dollars to launch a new ume >: pengen 2S 2 ee ie 
throughout the country are receiv- | tion and resolutions abridge the First eries and fi f SS SOL TE We OMT Ss DET es ae » s a ive years to get that series ber 4 of the Bulletin. 
ing ae ee Amendment guarantee of freedom of from writer to child." Tn (he sanie deus then ede for 
ing multicultural textbooks. It is | speech. However, Holly Knox, direc- Because textbooks are so expensive . : 
extremely important that people tor of PEER (Proj several illustrations was unfor- 

A ‘ ject on Equal Edu- to produce, the current trend away WiRTICE inc ESTEE itted. Th 

ish Pos? te ae ees cation Rights), a new project of the from their use is a significant devel- eects ee He 7 oe 
mulucuitura’ materials in public | NOW Legal Defense and Education opment. Many elementary schools pee ere tae, cof education also make their num- oe FS ioe inned Tadingonl : 15 and the portraits on page 13 
bers felt by Fund, points out that "state and loca! ave replaced tra BHon reading pro- were reprinted from Bantam's edi- 

1) writing your congressional school officials already moutinely Te grams with individualized ones. Pa- tion of Rodolfo "Corky" Gonza- 

representatives, both state and | Vie and select textbooks." Feminists perback readers are replacing such les'I Am Joaquin/Yo Soy Joaquin. 

S are only asking that these officials notorious textbooks as the Dick and The two murals on page 13 were federal; : 
2) keeping abreast of what is incorporate measures to avoid the Jane series. For several years now, reprinted from slide sets prepared 

i i: sts adoption of sex-biased materials. feminists have been writing children's by Environmental Communica- happening in your communities 
regarding textbook adoption; Strong legislation would enable fem- books which can be used in these in- tions (64 Windward Ave., Venice, 

3) organizing citizen groups like | inists to take school systems to court. dividualized reading programs. (Fem- Cal. 90291)— the top one is from 
the Metro-Ministry Task Force in | Under Title IX of the Education  inist presses have been established to "Barrio Murals of Santa Fe," the 
Springfield, Ohio (see article on p. | Amendments of 1972, the Kalamazoo facilitate the publication of books of a from "L.A. Chicano Street 
1) to study the curricula and mate- | Committee to Study Sex Discrimina- this kind.) £” 
rials in use in your schools. tion in the Public Schools filed a com- These same books can be used out- 
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tinguish between reality anda private ~ ga 2 
ee “4 dream world. The labels Miss and dD OCIOFr GNawy)»nh) | 

‘es “ oo Mrs. appear ubiquitously; Ms. is ale SS CS ee 
Ny 4 5 S found once in an exercise. The edi = * 4 i .. 

ah $f ql wK tors, themselves women, continue the ee —_ SRC ee b= ? SS gs zs od p es Bs 4 QS f 4 OF tradition of gender-determined occu- pe ~~ e! 
a, 5 z CASS pational labelling by using the terms ©. | poe tf 

—--------§ = gis Saree policeman, repairman, salesman. ae i. © se 
The omission of jobs that are as- i i an Ca 

sociated with power and influence in | a 
such areas as politics, communica- . ff. wee 
tions, big business and the arts from =; e. a _— 
a list of possible careers for young : Se Soe 
people raises serious questions about = — J if. 
the editors’ fal kills 92 oe Po She Come Bringing Me That Little jects not always treated openly or hon- Poe ih oe. ceed eee eg ’ cS : . 7 : a . book. Is the primary function of All - e a Baby Girl by Eloise Greenfield, illus- _ estly in children's books. in a Day's Work to improve reading ae ey 

trated by John Steptoe. Lippincott, While the author deserves praise for and writing skills and to explore ca- : a, = 
1974, $5.95, unpaged dealing with "bold" subject matter, the reer possibilities? Or, is’ the editors’ oheunse ‘ooe at ' at ‘ > -BREIN dl tl ee The birth of a sibling can be a ous parents’ responses to the young girls fundamental purpose to keep poor, © 3 ou matic experience for an only child, concerns are somewhat less than sat- Black, Hispanic, Asian, and female } : 
and adults must be sensitive and in- isfactory. In fact, they are superficial 4 x 2 in at c ss : eople from considering the telligent in their handling of this deli: | and perfunctory, leaving the impres- anes a lee aenie Tae Sy ies done neatly! Many Black parents mah oe fonadthataiiedchildrensare sioisio. he LBC: : a must leave their children home un- cate situation. In She Come Bring sion tha S th d_ political itti 

é Pi 5 ‘ i i . tease their economic, and “politica: attended for lack of babysitting ing Me That Litile Baby Girl, Kevin, taken seriously. To Naomi's state power? (Claudia Strauss] = era en 
an only child, faces a new baby with ment about not wanting sex, her moth- , money, Ted uiring the c! ssi 0 de- 
little preparation. It is obvious that er replies, "When you're old enough * * * Be oe is ms See Bee: 
he is loved by his mother and father _ you'll like it." End of discussion. When Thank You, Jackie Robinson by Bar- e ae Fores ie Pe perce 
as well as by other relatives, butlove | Naomi laments her status as the sec’ ara Cohen. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, eae es ie eae aan ee 
is exactly what is questioned by chil ond child, her mother says only, 1974, $4.95, 23 pages oon ‘ 2 ‘ s ci ‘ . aan - 4 his sister, in their conversation, ex- dren at a time like this: They are Daddy was a middle child." When Thank You Jackie Robi heel 5 ‘ - : ank You, Jackie hovinson begins press awareness of the fact that the afraid their place will be taken by Bobo threatens to leave home if the with a young boy named Sam re- ‘ ; 1 roles of doctor and nurse have noth- the new child. mother’ has twins, the mother sere. = counting the history of ihe Brockivne 1) i i i sa oh us + s try y ing to do with being male or female. In the course of the story, Kevin sponse is, "I doubt it will be twins. Dodgers baseball team. Fair enough [EdCelina Marcus Snowden] has to cope with several misconcep- Not much reassurance for children. since during the 50's everybody and 
tions about babies. He feels that if The book is also limited by the their uncle followed, blow by blow, 5 ; . 
the baby had been a boy he would white, very middle class-ness of its the fortunes of baseball's first Black 
have been different. His hands would characters and by its basic assump- man. For some reason, Sam doesn't A Hero Ain't Nothin’ But a Sand- 
have been larger, and, therefore, bet- tion of universal heterosexuality. have a T.V.—an unusual situation wich by Alice Childress. Avon (paper- 
ter suited to ball playing. He is afraid But Naomi in the Middle is one since he is a middle-class Jewish boy back), 1974, $.95, 127 pages; Cow- 
to hold his new sister because she of the few books of its kind, using —_ who probably knows more about the ard, McCann & Geoghegan (hard- might break. Kevin is disappointed by _ words like "penis" and "vagina" easily Dodgers than Branch Ricky. back), 1973, $5.95, 128 pages 
the baby's wrinkled skin and loud within a fictional framework and pro- Anyway, it doesn't take much time Th Ault Guede: tol be 
cries. The sexism that we unfortunate jecting a feeling that sex and preg- before we're in the middle of a father- h Pee a a aoe Ronee like 
ly see emerging as Kevin gropes for nancy are "healthy" things. The story son relationship between ten-year-old, Ee Guiaseees iA HES Ant NeaL 
a way to accept his sister is fostered reads well and fast, and the draw-  fatherless Sam and a sixty-year-old Tit oBur ta sandicich Gowmawallabe 
by a simplistic attempt to deal with ings by Leigh Grant are terrific. [Sue | Black man named Davy (with shades in paperback with a major film in the 
Kevin's real problem of accepting a _ Ribner.] of that traditional "young boss'/ Black works) one can see why. 

sibling. = - - ner PES ane nici Young and Black Benjie Johnson i i i oin or ir mu Vv 2 : . . : Revenge ett to contend wills these All in a Day’s Work edited by Miriam ; thee Dod y Al Jacks is a junkie. Through a series of bril- problems alone but is put at ease by Tesi Or e odgers and/or Jackie liant vignettes, we see Benjie through : ; evitt Baygell and Anne Ackerman. Robinson: ‘ g: his mother's assurances that she was Globe Book Company, 1974, $2.88 aes 2 : his own eyes and through the eyes 
a baby girl once and that his uncle, 3 ? 2 B Why isn't Davy Mr. Davy? That's hi h ahi 

(1-9 copies), $2.44 (10 or more € his last 2 Well,what Of those around him as he nods his her big brother, had helped to. take  °— ies), 150 tages" mot bla lastname voll sey? Welk what. a couph his thiffeenth year, 
care of her. She then solicits Kevin's pre: Bae is his last name? Who is Davy ae Henjie wants someone ta balers in help in caring for his sister. This All in a Day's Work deals with ca- | way—a friend, a male nanny or just i _ é h ah d 

i int i reer education. Through a series of a big Black man with enormous him, but since heroes are oye marks a turning point in the story, diversified orcir eu abusincident: hares nana? wiches, the question for Benjie is who 
leading to a happy ending. It's all SER eee etn ae tei ae ee 5 i i can be his hero? It can't be his mother . ; the editors claim actually occurred. Perhaps you've guessed it: This 
eee he book offers 1 ti book has some shortcomings. Sam because she is preoccupied with find- is warm and shows a strong Black he book offers language arts exer- fe -Salpeinee ee ‘life j ing happiness with her boyfriend. Ben- 
family grouping. Ses ash nee nae Ce omer oles i te eee es jie's mother loves him and he knows : career possibilities. his ability to handle all difficulties J Parents or teachers can use this A ; i it, but he can't understand why an ; . All in a Day's Work contains excit- very well—for example, his father's 2 : book to help children adjust to a new s old (34) woman can't be happy with i i ing stories (from one to five para- death, the changing of the guard at ) E brother or sister, but only if they use - ee h his mother's inn and, finally, the death just loving her son. And Benjie won't it as a starting point for discussion 8'@Phs long, increasing in length as ? Y> = let Butler Craig, his mother's com- ‘ the book progresses) plus exercises of Davy. (One can see Sam waiting : and go on to deal more directly (and ‘ + 7 for the next cook and interviewing him monlaw husband, get too close to 
in an anti-sexist fashion!) with the ranging from grammatical skills tothe en Popneee s gs ; him becatice Bale je thielene who hae 
concerns 8 child has: retelling of personal experiences to Oe AE OUT wperier, RE COOks Apple stolen his mother. School is no help 

: "how do you feel" questions. It ap- Pie with sugar and cinnamon.) And cL John Steptoe's warmly-colored illus- y' q : z - even though Nigeria Green and Ber- : eri ; ears that a student would have a although the story has a nice flow ‘< trations are effective in capturing the  P' 2 ; nard Cohen, two of Benjie's teachers, f lish: t finishi and might interest the 9-12 age group behavior (of the other characters and  S©8€ Ol accomplishment on finishing by its subject matter, the subtle tones 2F@ Willing. They, like the principal, 
contribute greatly to enlivening the the book pereuce i nee eae 7 ial , anoel é that color th can't reach beyond their own personal 
story. [Mary Ellen Shepard] dependent or individualized work. Oe ey ee cane lOnlty, oa shies? differences or beyond the system ye ¥ B i relationship between Sam and Davy % , At a cursory glance, one receives “ E ae In short, there is no one so Ben- 

* * * ‘ ae Saeco of Aa hoe are most disturbing. [Edwin Henry] jieitcies to vecomie is own Hero: 
ee ‘= ; ut a closer look reveals racial, ethnic, Finally, Butler Craig, the common 

Naomi in the Middle by Norma Klein, _ and sexist stereotyping by the editors. = : : a the sports hero or movie 
illustrated by Leigh Grant. Dial Press, The distribution of jobs among var- Dgctor Shawn by Petronella Brein- (star or treet corner preacher or 1974, $4.95, 53 pages ious characters in the stories clearly burg, illustrated by Errol Lloyd. Black intellectual who are usually This book is about sex, a mother's reflects the tracking of Blacks, His- Thomas Y. Crowell, 1975, $5.95, 25 paraded out for Negro History Week pregnancy and sibling rivalry as panics and Asian Americans, and __ pages in local schools —who reaches out and 
viewed by Naomi, the seven-year-old women into particular areas and This is the second book about alittle pulls Benjie over the edge. Butler is 
Hecon ciple ina Teuttly Hat @ soon, Suey. trom otters, Movi wonien and... poy tad Shaw fon the Black” wilite to balers 1a Beate nad Be 
fo have a third. Within a light, some- minorities are shown in low-paying, —_ British writer and illustrator team of his father a hundred times. With that what humorous fictional format, the semi-skilled jobs, thus reinforcing the Petronella Breinburg and_ Errol kind of pulling maybe Benjie, and all 
author tries to handle, forthrightly, idea that certain jobs are for white Lloyd. Shawn, who faced his first day of us, can make it. [Ray Anthony 
subjects usually considered taboo in males only and should not be sought of school in Shawn Goes to School Shepard] 
children's books. by other groups. (Vol. 5, No. 5), is left at home one 
Questions about sexuality associated Women are portrayed either as de- Saturday with his sisters and their * * * 

with a mother's pregnancy are ad- pendent on male employers and male friend Robert. Shawn's mother has 
dressed: Why doesn't the mother look occupational instructors, or as voca- told the children to be quiet and to War and Peas written and illustrated 
pregnant during the early stages? Will tional helpmates — the secretary, eleva- keep the house tidy while she is away. by Michael Foreman. Thomas Y. 
Naomi have pubic hair like her moth- tor operator, or woman who protects When Shawn's older sister suggests Crowell, 1974, $5.95, 32 pages 
er when she grows up? The Number the mailman from a neighborhood a game of hospital, it's Shawn's turn In the country of King Lion every- 
One Question also comes up: "Bobo dog. (The editors did include a fe- to be doctor, and his elder sister is one is very unhappy because the 
said the baby got there by Daddy male lawyer and plumber—and a the nurse. The two other children— earth, dry for lack of rain, yields no 
putting his penis in you... .Is that male nurse—in an attempt to offset along with the cat—are the patients. food. King Lion visits a nearby king- 
right?” Given the answer, Naomi's re- their otherwise blatant sexism. The Predictably, a great mess is made. But dom to ask for help since that country 
sponse is, "I don't like it... . I wish plumber is a Black woman of His- lo and behold! when Shawn's mother has more than enough to eat. The 
Icould lay an egg.” panic origin, but the lawyer — identi- returns, instead of fussing, she smil- "fat" kingdom is very greedy and not 
Concurrent themes include Naomi's fied as female only in a picture— ingly serves lunch to the children. willing to share any of its wealth. 

feelings of resentment toward her appears as a stereotyped W.A.S.P.) This book is most welcome. The King Lion and his minister are taken 
"bossy" older sister, Bobo, and the Other stories in which women appear author presents a warm and loving into custody, but they escape and are 
fears of both children about displace- show them as hysterical, prone to Black family with a mother who un- pursued by the fat army as they flee 
ment by the new child —two more sub- emotional outbursts or unable to dis- derstands that play can't always be homeward. A battle ensues between 
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the two kingdoms, during which the | THE BOBBSEY TWINS 
army trucks dig up the land. As a ‘ontinued from page 1 fell. sonia beginis eons Krak tion — LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS ABOUT SERIES BOOKS 
oe es now there will be Twins, The Rover Boys and Tom A multimillion dollar enterprise was born in the early 1900's when Edward Stratemeyer 

7 x fs - ee a launched his first batch of stories about some twins named Bobbsey, some boys named 
mpnacHoremans Renae = Sups ra a —— ne pe gas Rover and an eighteen-year-old amateur sleuth named Nancy Drew. In each series, 

posedly, a plea for peace but it doesn't | 1 eacing roles. 2 volume followed upon volume and children loved them. To date, the combined total sales come off. At the story's conclusion, The Rover Boys, out of print (though Ge Hosetccrics poche cattl Rapping OS wail : 
i " " i t necessarily out of circulation) since s uals 8: WOOPPING Tea robles: ; the Lion says "Peace’ to the Fat King, | not nec y Using more than 60 pseudonyms and aided by a battery of ghost writers, Mr. 

who replies: "Never heard of it... | 1930, included a Black Ee named Stratemeyer also created such fiction heroes as “Tom Swift,” “Bomba the Jungle Boy” and 
What's the recipe?" Is this book really | Alexander Pop; Tom Swift featured it), Hardy Boys.” Although most publishers began to phase out juvenile series books in 
a request for peace and sharing or | Eradicate Sampson, and both charac. j,, 1940's, several Stratemeyer series are still going strong and accounting for 12 per cent 

ters embodied nearly every stereotype oF Grosset and Dunlap’s total sales. 
‘ IAD : ee '| ever created about Blacks. They were When Mr. Stratemeyer died in 1930, the Stratemeyer Syndicate was taken over by his 
VVAR AND ao AS shuffling, head-scratching, dialect- daughters, Harriet S. Adams and the late Edna C. Squier. Mrs. Squier was not very active, 

es SAN Mi speaking, servile, good-natured, dull- but Mrs. Adams assumed the name of Carolyn Keene, the pseudonym her father had used 
 MOHAELFOREMAN witted buffoons who served as the _ in writing the “Nancy Drew’ mysteries, and continued to produce volumes in the series. In 

: main source of comedy throughout the 1948, Andrew E. Svenson, an ex-newspaperman, joined the syndicate as a writer and 
iy : series. editor, becoming a partner in 1961. 

oe The original Bobbsey Twins stories A five-person operation based in East Orange, New Jersey, the Stratemeyer Syndicate 
Ve, also contained prominent Black adds significantly each year to the more than 1,200 books it has turned out. (The syndicate 

characters—Dinah and Sam. They does such a big business that even the “Wall Street Journal” featured a front-page article @ a ua also spoke in heavy dialect and, in _ by Roger B. May on the subject in their January 15, 1975 edition.) Among forthcoming titles 
ge general, comported themselves along fe some new “Bobbsey Twins’ stories, several revisions of early Nancy Drew books and 

; : the lines of “Aleck Pop” and Eradicate. | two more books in a recently launched car-racing series. 
: o In fact, all of these characters mirrored The Stratemeyer books were heavily seasoned with offensive stereotypes—mainly of 
ae ‘a 4 . one another: they were all variations of Blacks, but of some other groups as well. In the many rewritten or revised editions of the 
a iy D.. : Si ee E the Sambo theme. early books, dialect speech has been dropped and the grosser stereotypes eliminated— 
sem ~ ae oe ss What concerns us here is that a line often by eliminating the Black characters altogether. But to the extent that those blatant ae. Bs Rg OS >. of continuity exists from the stereo- stereotypes reside somewhere deep in the consciousness of millions of living Americans 
Se  % i, | types of the past to the present. Dinah who were children at the height of the “Rover Boys'” and “Tom Swift's” popularity, 

2 Be ss Cy YP! p “ Se Alexander Pop and Eradicate Sampson (see accompanying article on the Bobbsey Twins) i, — oe and Sam have survived many editings ; be ye ee ae . are alive and well. a sC— «es SCsé,~* | and revisions of The Bobbsey Twins [oe — iW aid ed aupearis the coneh  <ideca 
id new ies. Although they are ‘ ‘ “ ; 9 meray vee for Mr: Foreman to | Sow ‘only gae reflects of Or ip inal Dinh, Sam vas tll picherythe Seliger’ who leo demonstrate his brilliant graphic art the till essentiall: Soe ie Z A a play re 2 Fi ‘i ; Pa BEOCUFSOES, y ares aly editions, remained in Dinah’s shadow. __ the Colonel. “One thing that interested alents? The book is beautiful: muted | racist stereotypes. Th g F 5 e few times that Sam made an the Bobbseys was the large number of watercolor scenes contrast with huge In 1904, Edward Stratemeyer, using a iH d 7 » ppearance, he was a good natured, Negroes they saw about the place. All collages of cakes, cookies, malteds | the pseudonym Laura Lee Hope, wrote faithful servant. looked healthy and happy, and each and luscious desserts. All the world the first volumes in The Bobbsey Dinah was cocteavod' ai domines had “fal zee ile f 

loves "pretty" pictures, but whether the Twins series. In these books, for the see 3 ee oA d ae ace il : Col e oa 3 = ere OF ome he 
content of this book can stand on its | first timeina popular children’s series, ques eae eine eek ae Poot ence: zoe morning: . Gantraeriis a real ives tion. (RaCelina Black Paned rer toast husband. When Dinah spoke to Colonel took the twins out to his fields 
Mate Seiden! a pack woman hgured as a major her husband, it was generally in a to watch the cotton pickers and try 

character. She was Dinah, the Bobb- scolding tone, but Sam accepted his _ picking some cotton themselves. 
seys’ cook, and she was accompanied wife’s dominance with a wide grin and The Negroes, both men and women, * * * by her husband Sam, a general handy-  «yatural” good nature. were gaily dressed in bright-colored 
man for the family. 5 ‘ Dinah and Sam were not the only shirts, or sunbonnets and aprons. Most 

The Amazing Travels of Ingrid Our The Bobbsey family lives in an East Blacks portrayed in The Bobbsey of them were singing. 
Turtle by Peter Lippman. Western | Coast community called Lakeport. The Twins series. Like the Rover Boys, the : ‘They must like their work,’ said Nan. 
Publishers, 1973, $2.50, 32 pages father, Richard Bobbsey, owns a large Bobhaevalincth eacuraeacistheireadvan= Cube cinine 2 laaiiaal ee 

The objective of many recent chil. | lumberyard. The mother, Mary Bobb- tures met a number of grinning, good- _ smiled the plantation owner, : dren's books to inform us of the range | Sey, is described as “a slender, pretty natured porters and cooks who were He said no more, but the children 
of vocational possibilities open to fe | woman with a gay smile” who sews, identifiable by their dialects. knew the workers were happy because 
males and emotional opportunities | gardens and visits Sie — they liked Colonel Percy. 
open to males is often executed with a | Nursing Home occasionally, althoug MASTERS AND SLAVES In 1950, revisions of The Bobbsey 
heavy hand. The Amazing Travels | her activities are not detailed until Twins stories were begun. Outdated 
of Ingrid Our Turtle by Peter Lipp- | later revised editions. There are two lee oo portrayal - customs and language were replaced 
man is a refreshing change of pace | sets of twins: twelve-year-old Bert and lacks in the series was in The by new forms and in response to 
for those on the lookout for non-sex- | Nan and Flossie and Freddie who are  Bobbsey Twins in the Land of Cotton, pressure from the National Associa- 
ist books for young children. The | almost six. a volume that was still in printin 1974 tion for the Advancement of Colored 
story, about achieving one's goal in and can no doubt still be purchased (it People, the dialect assigned to Blacks 
life, is endearing (and possibly endur- has since LN at ae gad Sits was modified. Dinah and Sam no 
ing) in part because it is not po- stereotype ever dreamed of regarding longer live in rooms above the stable; 
lemical. SERVANTS LOVE THE TWINS plantation slaves was present in this now they occupy an apartment on the 

Like many of us, Ingrid has a mod- Dinah and Sam Johnson, the Bobb- 00k. third floor of the Bobbsey home. Sam 
est desire to do something with her | seys’ Black servants, are described as _ Upon their arrival in the South, the has also been given a steady job at Mr. life. She would like to travel past the | two “much loved members of the Bobbsey family was greeted by Colonel Bobbsey’s lumberyard and is men- 
garden gate. But she has little hope | household.” Dinah, who was (and still Percy, his wife Martha, daughter tioned more in the revised stories. His 
of achieving her ambition because she | jg) nearly always to be found in the Susan, and a number ot smiling overall status, however, is very much 
is "slow, even for a turtle." (My guess | kitchen preparing food for the Bobb- Blacks. The twins were “given two the same. He is still the chauffeur 
is that she was made a female charac- | seys, is depicted as being fat through. Servants, both of whom were described (although now he drives the lumber- 
ter chiefly in order to maximize her | out the series—including the revised 28 being devoted and loyal to their yard truck and boats for the Bobb- 
status as an underdog.) editions. In the early books, she was white master. The Colonel introduced seys), is still introduced as Dinah’s 

In spite of her handicap, Ingrid sys- | often said to “waddle” because of her them to their first servant, Jimmy, husband and continues to display his 
tematically goes about resolving her | great bulk. She fit perfectly the Aunt who bowed and grinned at the twins: good nature by grinning and chuckling 
problem. First, she merely thinks Jemima stereotype, so often used for ‘He’s a good lad and has a way with often. 
about how to go faster. Then she con- | Black women in children’s literature in ieee pte See Howeiae The “new” Sam shows some intelli- 
siders a variety of transportation | the first half of this century. briskly aaa fecal eae Toney mG ce gence and a sense of responsibility— 
modes before settling on a train as It was clearly established in the Be quick! his forethought is exhibited a number 
her role model. Noting that trains get | early books that Dinah andSamadore Throughout the story, Jimmy greeted Of times in the newer books. For off to a slow start before picking up | the children. Like the stereotyped _ the twins in a deferential manner, with ¢xample, in The Bobbsey Twins on a 
speed, Ingrid discovers the secret of | Black mammy of the slave plantas a “widemouthed grin,” and called Houseboat, the following exchange 
locomotion is to say the word, "chug." | tions, Dinah loved the twins as ifthey _ them “little missy and master.” takes place: 
The first day this takes her one inch | were her own and she was regarded, The other servant the twins were ‘We forgot Snoop and Snap! Tell Sam 
beyond the fence. The second day, | particularly by Flossie and Freddie, as _given for their stay was an old Black ‘tum around” 
two "chugs" later, she has doubled this | a mother figure. Lavish in her concern, woman named Mammy ’Liza. Even ae a ee distance and by the end of a month | Dinah was often shown getting excited more than Dinah, Mammy ’Liza ep- early. 
she has chugged a whole mile and is | and upset if some adversity seemed to _itomized the mammy stereotype. 
going strong. have befallen one of them. By con- They were taken to two bedrooms and 

Her ambition increases: from her | trast, Mrs. Bobbsey, who was rarely introduced to a darling old mammy who STEREOTYPES PERSIST 
humble slow start, Ingrid becomes | shown interacting with her children, looked like EO EOS right out of a Dinah, too, appears to have a new nothing less than a world traveler. | was calm, sensible and self-controlled. storybook. Mammy Liza, Mrs. Percy look. She is now described as “the 
In roaring color and double-page | (In several instances, it seems that ~ would serve the children during jolly-looking, colored woman who . x eir visit to Great Oaks. ‘Ask Mammy 4 spreads, Ingrid takes us through Eu- | Mrs. Sore regarded Dinah as one ‘Liza for anything you want, their 2 ae ee with the house- 
rope, Africa, the Orient, the U.S.A. of her children.) cousin Martha said with a smile. work.” But the truth is that Dinah is 
and finally to outer space. Peter Lipp- Sam Johnson was always introduced ‘Whether it’s possible or not, she will do still stuck with all the dirty work. She 
man's illustrations have the kind of | in the stories as Dinah’s husband. His it for you. We all depend on ’Liza here.’ spends as much time in the kitchen as 
detail and humor to repeatedly delight | responsibilities varied: sometimes they Great Oaks also had its foot- she ever did and most of the stereo- 
a child in the best tradition of picture | included “keeping the lawns green for _ shuffling, stoop-shouldered “house nig- typed patterns prevalent in the older 
books. the children to play on in the summer __ ger” in the person of Old Nebo, who books underlie Dinah’s portrayal in 

The lesson in Ingrid is to take things | and attending to the furnace in the could be implicitly trusted by the the revised books. She remains the 
one step at a time and not to limit | winter.” Occasionally, he worked at Colonel and Mrs. Percy. loving, devoted, and forgiving servant. 
one's dreams. The joy of Ingrid is | Mr. Bobbsey’s lumberyard and also The plantation picture was rounded Dinah also retains many of the same 
you never feel it's alesson. [VickiCobb] | acted as the family’s chauffeur. out by the presence of a group of cotton Continued on page 6 
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to this point, that textbooks are the 
main source of information to which 
students are most consistently ex- 
posed, that the supplements are option- 

al and used sporadically, that students a 

are usually not aware of their existence 
and that “the conflict of information 
between the supplements and _ text- 
books is contradictory and confusing.” 

Of the recommended textbooks, This This section of the Bulletin regularly features the work of minority artists who 
Is Man, a fourth-grade text published would like to illustrate children's books. Publishing houses and art directors, 
by Silver-Burdett, received the follow- please take note. 
ing evaluation by the Task Force: 

The textbook This Is Man is very 
satisfactory and deals with facts but not = FES ae : , 
in isolation and the way facts are ey 3 SA eg ge ee ea er ee et 
presented gives a student na ORpOLEAIEy Fi e ae Eg ) ‘ u 4 } i} iu ‘ees 
to formulate his understanding. This 7 7 pte dg f™® \ ZF ae D \| ) F f 
textbook is contemporary, dealing with b ei BiuZEz Es Fi, ae \ ! i] | | 
today’s problems and there is a section £) ‘ Ci; Jao, ye : j i | \ fl 
on the future: how problems of today will fd | ; Us = tee SS es. | See | 
affect the future. , —) Z i? pS) aaa AAA #- SS oN Minority treatment throughout this es = ie y Qa y Lay S CE ae ELEN 

textbook is very good. Minority children + 3 ” 21 Bi cz a Ss >< 
will be able to identify with positive SS . ; -E a i : 42 SX. —— == 

images. The portrayal of racial, religious r Fe: - Sea ih Y oe “Zg — ——— WW 
and ethnic groups is such that all ~ é . Fe, ! \N - = KES fs i 
students will view the multi-cultural _ PS | bs Pe ig i SS eZ SS / (2 : 
character of our nation with special : P a — Z = \. ££ ZZ Muck re) 
value. There are many instances of , ot Pod = Le yp eC rf 2 (ey be 
integrated human settings. No group is f 8 RY 2 Ze, x =) ear __ RRS 4\ 
stereotyped by the pictures. x os) = ma.‘ ee Bee == aa ” Se = p 

The report states that the Task ’ ¢ =| - Z s re & y 
Force was unable to locate substitute o ; . ‘of - : er are en Se , ee ee 
texts for five out of the twelve grades. u ly | _ ; ie = Bagg eet ree fo® i i ty 
To remedy that situation, it is recom- _ q es 2 Pe bend iii. 5 Eee = MS 
mended that a k Res PVs Mile deer, Need tae; tn 
Totally integrated textbooks ... be ~ SEP a ¥ ati ate Oo = 

Se ae = Kahones (John Fadden) majored in illustration at Rochester World”), Akwesasne Notes, and National Film Board of Canada. 
Grades One through Twelve. Springfield Institute of Technology. He has done illustrations for such firms He can be reached c/o Akwesasne Notes, Onchiota, N.Y. 12968. 
citizens concerned with racial justice, as Editions Lemeac, Collier-Macmillan Canada (“The Fourth (His photo appeared in error in a previous edition.) 
such as members of the Metro Ministry 
Task Force on Minority History, as well 
as recognized professional consultants eT - ZF Sst i ; 
in Minority Hisery, should be included LA SY & TTT PHY] A Acenen eee pecelved me 
in the decision-making process prior to LLIN ee “a education at the Fashion Institute o 
the final selection of textbooks. Sateen et. WZ 3 DS | Technology, The House of Umoja and 

Other recommendations include (1) the | P = a = (At eal. cab Ss P The= Yoruba: Academy. In eccioG ue conttiicd eel Gn aunplementlebooke =. ee ig q SO ip= a ——— Z) having works in private and institutional 
and audio-visual aids; (2) the awarding G Via”) 8) ref PN iinlee oe SS collections, his illustrations have 

of full credit for separate Black history | (BS F G \ 4 aS ——>A eE Ss] appeared in Suc PUB Testers Al 
courses, and (3) the establishment of “sy : mm Em Mm) ES) ES Gallery Magazine, Black Theatre 
mandatory, in-service training pro- \ =" Oy SSS SSS TA, Magazine, Essence and Natural History 
grams for all Springfield City school (} ¥ - Fi SZ Magazine and books including The 

teachers to increase their awareness HK A NO Theme Is Blackness (William Morrow) 
and understanding of racism and y and Fourteen Hundred Cowries and = 

ads educate them in the basics of minority “ ey iy ro . ae ti daa, As r a Other African Tales (Lothrop, Lee & 
history. , Naver | ( we d a) ba rae i. Shephard). He can be reached at 240 

The Wank Wesco enllod for implemen: : y iy aig * We Mae dey \\es* 139th St, New York, N.Y. 10030; 
tation of their proposals by no later Me, al ; 4 a oe / rs tel.: (212) 368-4785. 
than August, 1975. Ny ta Bs. : ae k be - ra pe ee ee ree 

Ne . =. Be, fo i ar 4 a rs 

% . ee NS mh Baad a” OR Fi 
SCHOOL BOARD RESPONDS oe i a hs ie Pen PY ae z re 

Upon receiving the Task Force’s SX, iW , a \ *, Lf Sf 7 a a: na si 
report, the Springfield Board of Educa- a P ais we Pa : J 
tion requested four to six weeks to Paps © . 4 oS ao oS A Ae a” pe 
study it. On January 13, 1975, the +. ee | (ft e 48 Wr / a ES a 
Board replied in a published state- a 7, Vw ol a 2 } 
ment. While not accepting the report | +} £ ss " | | eh eZ Ne , ~ 

“as being valid in every detail,” the , : he ree, al '. | Bly 1 —— é — 
Board endorsed it in substance and fr eg aN i, Leer | D>) - i 
affirmed that “Textbooks currently in 3 am is Zs L ts UC s | 
use in history and social studies j awe = sage aa or Ad an 
courses shall be assessed in the light of = oa & b y : NX Bw 
the Task Force Report and a schedule a . Aa fo pies : ep : 
established for such replacements as , ~ 4 haar 
may be recommended by textbook ‘ f V4 pan 
committees and the Superintendent of 7 V4 eee 
Schools.” The Board also vowed to Ves 
incorporate ries awareness training y i 
into its mandatory orientation pro- EE a a TRA fal 
gram for new teachers but no target aa An Fe ee is aa = ae : ata es 
dates or timetables were mentioned. ope Be Nan ae fi | eee y S ny ye ik a RN pees a & oa 

Before the Board issued its state- | (UMsiumMg ancien yates Pi Wainy cee Ne) Gi Ne ee eT 
ment, the Task Force met with its | 9f#ezam Pe Sa Peres eo areas t ate ‘s ae ema so. 8’ Beg i 
members and the Superintendent of Cal te a a S— FM as OP) | ee, yy? ere Riodh 
Schools. When budgetary factors were AA A Sat hor, ea — aire ae an “OF ee A <2 Baa ee Bo. Sad 
cited as inhibiting the rapid replace | @@peein tere nen en an ene: a | CN Aegina ae 
ment of textbooks, the Task Force | [ggeeusiremiians es fel ORG: tetas ao 7 SN eR ‘ Ey co Fe ce 
promptly published alternative courses | iia Soar ae ; é | "h RS] ear Xo ene, erties rh re be 
of action, in the spirit of their original Wee Woah: Cook Ga). Pant VaahMe Fee or” Le Be) Fo ON angst TY Renae Ren 4 Fela S heak See ION eta) Sg SHS PA BD Cn ee Ey grantee emer eee t/t Time. Ame rare | MACRO PRC ee mS >) VN aa 
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tions were the construction, by teach- a es ett 1 17 paw \): ee Pe er Pa a rf Pre oe i 
ers of required history courses, of a | tt on ee EO eee rn tea Meee ee 
course syllabus that would compensate | )W7eS = (FZ Wey oie } )) J om toes ac a a i tin 
for textbook inadequacies and the ai" E> SO) Vy =SgG Ey “4 a § Beda g ss Po es 5) ee 

: SoS PSF Sy A FRG j See (oS he oR Nis abundant use of supplemental materi- i. BGs (Com WX CG aA LL Gili SS ; am Os _ MEG SO ROSG: VO be 
Meetings are currently being held | YN YEFL> CysCG, fi CZ < ke ; Wee 

regarding the implementation of the eee? a SES to a (IC,-L (>a (Om Wee ee a Ss) ) VS gee nah ao VE SBN NSS Re, A copy of the report can be obtained | “Alia LL rae Medan et SS Ae Re is ie 
by sending $3.00 to Metro-Ministry, 2 | Carol Blank studies illustration and fine art at the New School of Fine andindustrial {aaMMNeeiaecy ee cee? Mase 
E. Grand Ave. Springfield, Ohio | Art, fine art at the Art Students League and etching at The Printmakers Workshop. (aaa seca eee Grier, 
45506. Ms. Blank can be reached at 43 Broadway, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11211; tel.: (212) 387-2075.  SRERRGMLS Somer; aoiamennee 
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SEXISM IN TEXTS op Ae ? 5 that the tests used were not culturally 
5 Fe this Bulletin feature : Continued from page 3 oe 2 a biased. an article entitied “Black Authors of Court Challenges “Mr. chachkin told the Council thata 

zations in your area. Keep them in- covered books published through 1973. Q. Tests similar suit was brought about six 
formed of your plans; you may be A forthcoming issue will include a list eee : Soe months ago in Portsmouth, Virginia. 
able to work together. of books by Black authors that were Under the headline “California The case was argued before a “hostile” 

persia last year as well as those Judge Extends Ruling Against I.Q. judge and has yet to be decided. 
ooks and authors inadvertently omit- Tests,” The New York Times reported 

RESOURCES : ; ’ 2 f te fom the ist We elem render?) on November 28, 1914, that US 
1. Stop Sex Role Stereotypes in Elementary jy ae that publishers send us evant District Judge Robert F. Peckham had 
Education. Available free of charge from information about their 1974 lists. ruled against the giving of I.Q. teststo CONSENT DECREE 
ConnPIRG, Box 1517, Hartford, Conn. Black children in the state of Califor- 

2. Education kit for K-12 available for $1.25 nia if the tests do not reflect the REPRESENTS VICTORY 
from Women’s Equity Action League, 538 cultural background of the students. 
National Press Building, Washington, D.C. The ruling extended an order handed FOR BILINGUAL EDUCATION 

20036. down by the same judge in 1972 A class-action suit brought by two 
3. You Won’t Do by Jennifer S. Macleod INTERNATIONAL HOUSE prohibiting a San Francisco school related Puerto Rican organizations, 
and. «Sandra< ‘I - Silverman. » Includes district from using I.Q. tests to deter- | ASPIRA of New York, Inc. and ASPI- 
annotated ‘source list called “Sexiam. in - WILL. HOST CHILDREN’S mine whether Black children should be RA of America, Inc., resulted in the 

Textbooks: 150+ Studies and Remedies.” placed in EMR (for the educable issuing of a consent decree last August 
Available from KNOW, Inc., P.O. Box LITERATURE CONFERENCE mentally retarded) classes. directing the New York City Board of 
86031, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15221. $2.25 (fourth Thee iteritare Commincometaihe Both judgments pertain to a suit Education to provide bilingual educa- 
class); $3.00 (air mail). International Women’s Year Arts Fes. Called Larry P. vs. Riles, brought by tion in elementary, junior high and 
4. Dick and Jane as Victims: Sex-Role  tival is sponsoring a one-day confer- the NAACP Legal Defense and Educa- high schools for all Latino children 

: Stereotyping in Children’s Readers. ence on “What We're Telling Kids/ tional Fund Inc. (Inc. Fund) on behalf who have English language difficult- 
Developed by Women on Words and » . ” of a Black youngster whose parents ies. : What They’re Telling Us. ‘ - Images, 1972. Contact: Phyllis Alroy, P.O. Discussion groups on children’s contend that he was wrongly placed in A major breakthrough for the advo- 

Box 2163, Princeton, N.J. 08540. hooks films TV. cto will be chaired by / 20 EMR class. The parents’ claim is cates of bilingual education, the order 

5. For information on legislation, contact: noted authors, artists, editors and supported by Black psychologists who requires implementation of the pro- 

Holly Knox, PEER, 522 Connecticut educators. The conference will be held retested their son using different cul- grams by September, 1975. The ruling 
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. Sunday, May 18th from 10:00 A.M. to tural references, and who maintain is expected to prompt suits by other 

6. For a list of bibliographies and catalogs 4:00 P.M. at International House, 500 that 1Q. tests are biased in favor of groups with children in the school 
of non-sexist children’s literature and Riverside Drive, New York City. Tick- white, middle-class children. ; system who have problems with Eng- 
bibliographies on sexism and related ets at $3.00 ($1.50 for students) will be Upon seeking further information lish, such as Italians, Greeks, and 

publications, write to Massachusetts ayailable at the door. about the case, the CIBC was told by _ Haitians. 
Governor’s Commission on the Status of For further information write M. 2” Inc. Fund lawyer that no children The consent decree, handed down by 
Women, Room 2108, 100 Cambridge St., Newfield, 35 W. 92 St., New York. N.Y. have been reclassified as a result of | Judge Marvin E. Frankel, is the result 

Boston, Mass. 02202. 10025 ns Gall 8: Hosdan at (212) 489. Judge Peckham’s ruling. “In the three _ of three years of litigation pursued by 

7. “A Resource for Eliminating Sex-Role 2200. years of this litigation,’ Norman the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and 

Stereotyping in Textbooks:” bibliographies Chachkin told the CIBC, “nothing has Education Fund on behalf of students 
of readers, biographies, integrated text- changed because the judge has refused who were unable to read or communi- 
books, supplementary material and literat- to require the retesting of youngsters to cate in English and were receiving 
ure on sexism in children’s books. Also text- CORRECTION: INNOVATIVE determine the correctness of their inadequate or no educational services 
book guidelines developed by publishing PROGRAMS IN ILLINOIS classification. He has also refused to to rectify their deficiencies. 
ee ae st require the creation of a permissible A booklet entitled “Bilingual Educa- 

Zi e. yee : : : . ? 5 
Geginlations aiid  insituctionals material, The training model of the Center scheme for assigning children to EMR tion and the Aspira Consent Decree: 

5 : : for Program Development in classes.” The ruling only goes so far as Questions & Answers for Parents” is 
Available for consulting only in office of 9: ie 2 : a : 
Miiseachusette Governor's Commission on Equal Educational Opportunity to place a burden on the state where available in English and Spanish from 

the Status of Women, Room 2108, 100 described in the Bulletin article "In- EMR classes in any given district are Aspira of New York, 296 Fifth Ave., 

Cambridge Street, Boston, Mass. 02202. nov ative Program in Illinois"(Vol. disproportionately Black, of showing New York, N.Y. 10001. 

5, No. 6) is a modification of a 

design by Dr. Pat Bidol, superin- eee 

eS ABOUT SHE AUTHOR tendent of Baldwin Community The CIBC would like to thank everyone who responded to our recent 
TUDITILE RAM wae-a-volunteer with the ames eee questionnaire about the Council’s work. The number of letters we re “= 

Madenchusetiad Governors Cammissionianl EO Te O18 MECN CCIE ee Tae ceived has been so great that individual acknowledgements are impossible, 
the Status of Women in connection with her EUDENS OTE 18 Associate Director of but. we want to extend our warmest thanks to all of you who wrote— 

undergraduate studies at Cornell Universi- the Center Oly Co Miticdon eM: and who took such care and time with your replies. 
ty. She is currently studying at Hebrew David Henry is Director. 
University in Jerusalem. SE CsdsCszSC,sss ee 

SUBSCRIBERS—PLEASE NOTE! 
Will you please help us save the expense of renewal mailings? It is really very easy. Council on Interracial Books For Children, Inc. ofa 
Unlike many periodicals which have long, puzzling codes on the first line of your 1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023 PAID 

address label, ours is simple. The single number near your name indicates both the 

volume (first number) and issue number (second number) that ends your subscription. ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED NEW YORK, N.Y. 

Thus, if the number is 57 or 58, it means your. subscription ended with Vol. 5, Nos. PERMIT No. 5090 

7-8, the double issue you received before this one. (We do send one extra issue as 

a courtesy to our subscribers; after that, there is an automatic cut-off.) 

You are now reading Vol. 6, No. | which is represented in our code as 6]. If your 

mailing label shows number 61 or 62 (or perchance anything lower), please renew 

now, before receiving a reminder from us. If you renewed very recently, your present 

mailing label may not yet reflect the change of expiration date. Please be patient. 

The next one will. 
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