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Formal Area
Looking East

sy W. D. Sebens,
Soil Conservation.
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WHY SHOOT ‘EM WHEN YOU CAN RIDE 'EM?
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GEOGRAPHICAL CENTER OF NORTH AMERICA
Rugby. North Dakota
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/ hi, ing rge ( his own words ¢ . . . the Indians procure the red stone for
hanorama of Pipestone comes alive in Lhis painting of George . L 1 C ]

ves by digging through the soil and several slaly layers of the




PIPESTONE o

Amr)nf_gsl the Sioux of the Mississippi, and who live in the region |
of the Red Pipe Stone Quarry, I found the following and not less |
strange tradition . . . “Many ages after the red men were made, when
all the different tribes were at war, the Great Spirit sent runners and
called them all together at the ‘Red Pipe.’—He stood on the top of

the rocks, and the red pv()plc were assembled in infinite numbers on

the plains below. He took out of the rock a piece of the red stone,

and made a large pipe; he smoked it over them all; told them that it
was part of their flesh; that though they were at war, they must meet
at this place as friends; that it belonged to them all; that they must
make their calumets from it and smoke them to him whenever they
wished to appease him or get his good-will—the smoke from his big
pipe rolled over them all, and he disappeared in its cloud; at the last
whiff of his pipe a blaze of fire rolled over the rocks, and melted their

surface—at that moment two squaws went in a blaze of fire under the

two medicine rocks, where they remain to this day, and must be con-
sulted and propitiare(l whenever the pipe stone 15 to be taken away.”

GEORGE CATLIN
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