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About the Author: brichy. the! fifties staying for a collecting the furs in the west and 
Leonard A. Coombs, Jr., is an as- winter or longer. bringing them to Quebec and later 

sociate archivist at the Michigan His- The earliest European visitors to Montreal, the French fur-trading 
torical Collections, Bentley Historical Manitowoc County and northeastern _ centers. The first European visitor to 
Library, University of Michigan, in Ann Wisconsin were from New France, the northeastern Wisconsin came during 
Arbor, where he has been employed French colony centered along the St. this period of Huron control over the 
since 1981. Although his work is Lawrence River at Quebec and fur trade, at a time when the Win- 
chiefly concerned with the preserva- Montreal, hundreds of miles to the nebago people dominated the area 
tion of historical materials relating to east. Samuel de Champlain founded _ west of Lake Michigan. Jean Nicolet 
Michigan history, he is currently _ the first French settlement there, at __ was sent to the west by the governor 
spending most of his time on a project Quebec, in 1608. From the beginning _ of New France in 1634 to meet with 
to produce a catalog of the holdings of | the economy of the colony was based the Winnebago. His mission had 
the Vatican Archives, located in on trade, the exchange of European several purposes, all related to the 
Vatican City. Coombs was born and manufactured goods for furs with the development of the fur trade. He was 
raised in Manitowoc, and graduated natives of the area and the Great trying to improve relations between 
Jrom Lincoln High School in 1969. He Lakes Region to the west. The Huron the Winnebago and their neighbors to 
earned a bachelor’s degree in history _ people, who lived east of Lake Huron, __ the east, which had been damaged in 
from Northern Michigan University in served as middlemen in the trade, 1623 when the Winnebago killed a 
1973 and a master’s degree in library ion en 
science from the University of 3 ae ieee’ TEE ro 
Michigan in 1978. ae ae ih 

Editing and layout work was performed by : ea Bo ae a ae 
Edward C. Rappe, who teaches history and a,” Be sig 4% aga 
social studies at Lincoln High School, > ve es bd cs ‘ bs ate KS Baye Sh Manitowoc. a y ces: cS = : e Re a 
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When Byron Kilbourn and Albert oy “Ny ee Es ¥ iF ae ag H 
G. Ellis surveyed Manitowoc Coun rhe: gd ‘ ME OSE gt, Hel eer” a 
in 1834 and 1838, they marked Be i MeN, eee oa a A tA 2 gO. 
beginning of a rapid change in the ae ae Lee ae orl 
history of the area. Within a year, aS Sa a4 eS heegee 7. ee as 
speculators had bought large tracts of = a so 5 _ = fas! peat Pre 
land from the government, and towns . dH Tt, Me) a ee "| pp fm PALA al 
had been founded by American set- Med Se Toh | = ai Fe Yee ae Oe i 

tlers. The native peoples who lived in \, (a (Millia S. SaNE —— y ak Gh ee a the area had quickly been changed ee 544 AUS Viens iy | Pee Lia eee from owners of the land to marginal am os \ Meshhe be i Py PT 5 be a oo We. 
groups, out of the mainstream of set- pe oa ey aoe as bas a Ch ee ee 
tlement. 8 eS ay ie ott ord oe il Xe re, ark age “als, 

But 1835 was not the beginning of Bae SS a oe Sees em 

el mig Cat ee The earliest European travellers in Manitowoc County arrived by canoe. from Mackinac, 
over 160 cars, thé native in at the mouth of Lake Michigan. This rather fanciful view shows Father Louis Hennepin and 
habitants ad Deen visited. © his party leaving Mackinac for the west in 1681, two years after Hennepin and La Salle 

y passed through Manitowoc County. missionaries, explorers, traders, and . other travellers, who had passed FROM LOUIS HENNEPIN, Aaenmerkelyke Voyagie gedaan na’t gedeelte van Noorder 
through what is now Manitowoc America (LEYDEN: PIETER VANDER AA, 1704) COURTESY OF THE WILLIAM L. 

County, sometimes pausing only CLEMENTS LIBRARY. 
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arty of Ottawa who had visited them some 20,000 refugees of many tribes, delightsomest lake of the world. | took party & ; : : 
in search of trading opportunities. including the Fox, Sauk, Potawatomi, notice of their cottages and of the jour- 
Nicolet wanted to head off a possible | Mascouten, Huron, Petun, and Ot- neys of our navigation because the 
alliance between the Winnebago and _tawa. aoe ean so pleasant, so beautiful, 
Dutch traders from New Netherlands, By 1654, when the next recorded a ar id ae me to ed 

on the banks of the Hudson River. European visitor to the area ap- ticing aang to oun ‘These | 

And, incidentally, he was looking for _ peared, northeastern Wisconsin was kingdoms are so delicious and under 
a route from the Great Lakes to the home to the Potawatomi. These so temperate a climate, plentiful of all 
Pacific Ocean. people originated in southwestern things, the earth bringing forth its fruit 

The 36-year-old Nicolet travelled Michigan, but were forced out of their twice a year, the people live long and 
from New France in the summer of | home by the Iroquois wars. After lusty and wise in their way...[W]hat 
1634, and reached the shores of years of wandering, they established labyrinth of pleasure should millions of 
Green Bay. The picture of Nicolet, a base at Rock Island, north of the people have, instead that miltons: com- 
dressed in his many-colored robe of _ Porte des Mortes Passage, strategical- plain of misery and poverty? 
damask, strewn with flowers and ly located at the mouth of Green Bay Groséllliers finally pet dt 
birds, frightening the Winnebago with __ on the trade route from Mackinac to Montreal in 1656. a age pro 4 
the sound of his pistols, is a the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers. a a commercial ee Y ane 
familiar one in Wisconsin history. They also built a fortified village on the d Ee strated the val 8 f a t be 
Nicolet did conclude an agreement mainland, somewhere between the snedic standard sAcc urPven tl 
with the Winnebago, and returned to Porte des Mortes and Manitowoc, aes tolacek ae furs in ti 
Quebec, coming no closer to which they called Mechingan. The t , anorto dé i a 4 
Manitowoc County than the shores of exact location of this village is now western country and not to depend ou 
Green Bay. ! SCS native middlemen. 

We are uncertain whether people After destroying the Huron, the Iro- b Rs we ems a 
lived in Manitowoc County at the time quois seemed to have the upper hand t a os es i tla ie nd 
of Nicolet’s visit. The only clue of pos- in their drive to control the Great paw aay aa _ - Pp tan t 
sible inhabitants is that a type of | Lakes trading area. In 1653 a war acta. ‘an : eainied ones a d 
pottery identified with that used by _ party of Iroquois travelled all the way G eefliess eee Af coun 
the prehistoric Winnebago has been _ from New York to Mechingan, to at- a tive is t a0 to di : £: i 5 
found on a Lake Michigan beach near tack the Potawatomi and other vil- whelli a Gn slic’ ir eo fled ae a 9 
Sheboygan, north of the Black lagers there. But the Potawatomi at pas M. nit ee ers Shi eo .as i 
River. 2 Mechingan managed to defeat the Iro- a8 a a Fark ounty) s Journeys 

Within a few years after Nicolet’s quois attackers. The defeat led the 5 ft ie an ak ‘ at 
visit to Green Bay, the population and Iroquois to seek a truce in their war M real wiih tie cs ne ie: th ¢ 
political structure of the area had with the French. The end of the Iro- t a S follo oe lal a 
changed completely, and the people quois war (temporarily, as it turned oe at ae rat ae ford ri J 
he had visited were no longer the _ out), allowed the fur trade to expand a. re ° . or c ": a 
dominant force in the region. The once again. In the place of the Huron, them 4 in a elk on a 
Winnebago, who had lived in villages the Ottawa people took the role of a a ow at if Gates 9) b ‘ 
of several thousand people each, were middlemen, collecting furs from wes o ihe .; 4 e a _ 

reduced by the 1660's to a group of | western peoples and transporting faliowh ae seilliere ic a = ya 
only about 600 all together. Their fall them to Montreal. See gE fa eee ce a 
from power and influence came as a record of thet, travels. p THE FRENCH TRAVELLERS After a renewal of fighting with the result of a chain of events set off by 

In 1654, Medard Chouart, Sieur Iroquois, another truce in 1667 the arrival of European settlers on the 
des Groseilliers, a 36-year-old adven- reduced the danger both to the Atlantic coast and the development of 
turer from New France, with an French in New France and to the na- the fur trade. Competition between 

French and Dutch traderarand ihe unidentified companion, joined the tive peoples in the Great Lakes 
; Ottawa trading fleet that voyaged west country. The former refugee peoples introduction of advanced weapons led 
the Iroquois people of New York to from the St. Lawrence, to seek riches _—_ were beginning to create permanent 

in the fur trade. Groseilliers travelled settlements in their new homelands, attack and eventually exterminate the 
Huron of Ontario. Neighboring as far as the Potawatomi village at and Green Bay became a great trading 

peoples and Huron refill Ses moved Rock Island, where he and his center as it became safer. At this same 
P es companion spent the winter, trading time, the new leader of New France, west to escape the fighting, bringing 

with their hosts for furs. The follow- the intendant Jean Talon, began a weapons and European diseases with 
ing spring, Groseilliers travelled program to expand the colony. His them. At the same time the Win- 
farther in the Lake Michigan area, plans set off an active period of ex- nebago were involved in a disastrous 
leaving a memorable description of | ploration and missionary activity war with the Illinois people, who lived 
the Potawatomi villages and that brought several groups of to the south. It is unclear exactly 
countryside, as recorded years later Frenchmen to Manitowoc County. 

what factors were the most important 
by his brother-in-law, Pierre Esprit In 1672 Louis Jolliet was commis- 

in the decline of the Winnebago, but { 
by the 1660's they had been Radisson. sioned by Talon to explore the Missis- 

n 
decimated and their former territory w barked | ih ee Coe ene ei 
around Green Bay was inhabited by ST IEEE S Sod TE LUE ALIS oe , yery' 
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Marco Coronelli’s 1688 map, Partie Occidentale du Canada, was based on the work of all the early French explorers of 
the Great Lakes region. No more accurate view of northeastern Wisconsin was published before the late 1700s. 

DETAIL OF MARCO CORONELLI, Partie Occidentale du Canada (PARIS: J. B. NOLIN, 1688). COURTESY OF THE 
WILLIAM L. CLEMENTS LIBRARY. 
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old, but was already a veteran fur _ arrived at the end of September 1673. people in what was known as the II- 
trader. By December of that year he Their September passage made them _linois country. The people seemed 
arrived at Mackinac, to the Jesuit the first documented European interested in Marquette’s religious 
mission at St. Ignace, where he __ visitors to Manitowoc County. Unfor- | message, and he promised them that 
found the missionary Jacques Mar- _ tunately, the records of their voyage _ he would return and establish a mis- 
quette who had been named to ac- are incomplete. Jolliet lost his jour- sion there. But Marquette was in such 
company him on his expedition. nals and maps, one set in a canoe poor health, over the winter of 

The following spring Jolliet, Mar- accident and his security copy in a 1673/1674 and into the following 

quette, and five voyagers set out by fire. There is no mention of — spring and summer, that he was un- 
canoe toward the west. They first Manitowoc in Marquette’s journal, able to travel. 
travelled to the Jesuit mission at but the map he drew during the Finally in October of 1674 Mar- 

Green Bay, then up the Fox River to _ winter following the voyage, while he quette was able to leave Green Bay 
the portage leading to the Wisconsin _ was recuperating at the Green Bay _ with two companions, Pierre Porteret 
River, and from there to the Missis- | mission, seems to show the Twin and Jacques Largillier, who had ac- 
Sippi. After exploring the course of | Rivers. The map shows a distinctive companied him on his previous 
the Mississippi they returned by as- set of two rivers, branched at their voyage to the Mississippi. 
cending the Illinois River and passing mouth, in the northern part of the Marquette’s journal of this trip is 

_ the portage at Chicago into Lake west shore of Lake Michigan. & much more detailed than his earlier 
Michigan. While they were travelling up the journal, and provides a good picture 

Their return trip took them north _Illinois River on their return from the _ of the lakeshore area. After leaving 
along the west shore of Lake Michigan Mississippi, Jolliet and Marquette Green Bay, Marquette met a party of 
to the Green Bay mission, where they _ visited the village of the Kaskaskia _ Illinois and Potawatomi who accom- 
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panied him to the Illinois country. the canoe in the water, we put it on the of the expedition wrote narratives of 
After portaging from Sturgeon Bay to ice, on which a favorable wind carried the journey: La Salle himself, his 
Lake Michigan, two days travel it along by sails, as if it was on water. lieutenant Henri de Tonty, and two 
brought them to a river that can be When the wind failed us, instead of missionaries, Louis Hennepin and 
identified as Two Rivers. paddles, we used ropes to drag it as Zenobe Membre. 

horses do a carriage. The first step in La Salle’s plan was | 
ee os After | said holy mass, By late March they were moving to send:a party of traders to the west 

eae i false hana oS south with difficulty along the Lake to pane furs. While the traders 

good road. Chachagwessiou, an Il- Michigany shore, breaking a’ passage Eo | : a Cs Pe ad ee “ 
linois greatly esteemed among his na- for their canoe through the ice. ie ° ne ce = a Ne ’ - a 
tion, partly because he engages in the Oeeage eon ge She aoe rea 
fur trade, arrived at night with a deer on The water was so cold, that it froze on ‘Just below Lake Erie. His ship, the 
his back, of which he gave us a share. our oars, and on the side of the canoe Griffon, became the first sailing vessel 
[November] 2. After holy mass, we which the sun did not reach. It pleased on the Great Lakes. In August 1679 
travel all day in very fine weather. We God to deliver us from the danger we La Salle and his party set sail for the 
kill two cats, which are almost nothing were in on landing, when a gust of wind west. 

but fat. drove the cakes of ice on one side of When La Salle arrived at Rock Is- 
Our canoe, and the other on the ice land in September, he found his 

The next day Marquette stopped at which was fast to the shore. Our great agents had built a house and 
another river, possibly at Sheboygan. trouble was, that the rivers being still warehouse enclosed by a stockade 

frozen, we could not enter them till the and had filled the warehouse wittt 

[November] 3. While | am ashore, SERAPH oe ponseciated wet furs, in spite of the king’s orders not 
walking on fine sand, the whole water’s which we at last entered in holy week tointerf y with heb : trade. Thi 
edge being covered with grass similar by planting a large cross on the shore, a aoe fill © th furs and coitl 
to that which is hauled up by the nets in order that the Indians, who go there pion Was Ulled win furs and send 
at St.lgnace, | come to a river which | in numbers to hunt—either in canoes Back to New Exance to pay the exper 
am unable to cross. Our people enter on the lake, or on foot in the woods— ses of the expedition, but it never 

it, in order to take me an board; but we might remember the instructions we arrived. The ship and its cargo were 
are unable to go out, in account of the had given them on that mystery, and never heard from again. 1° 
WAVOSMMAll thotoionicances go on, that the sight of it might excite them to After seeing off his cargo of furs, La 

excepting one, which came with us. 7 Bray: Salle set out by canoe for the Illinois 

Marquette and his party finally | THE cross scems to have been oe a ere uirtoen 
reached) the portage at Chicago on, ‘rected farther south than oi nl ie four heavily laden 
December 4, but because his health Manitowoc, perhaps at Sauk Creek, canoes. The canoes were niled with — 

had once again deteriorated he was 1 Port Washington. . supplies for the planned Illinois trad- 
unable to proceed to the Kaskaskia Neither Marquette nor Allouez in a ost ‘ache, a blacksmith’s 

village. He and his two companions Mentioned villages along the ee cand car aie tools along with 
spent the winter at Chicago. They lakeshore. This may be because they ee Sone es — & 

reached the Kaskasia the following _ ‘¥avelled in late fall and early spring, The canoes were so ‘heavily loaciem 
spring, but had to leave only a short when the Potawatomi and others were that there was little room fe food 

time later as Marquette’s health wor- dispersed to their hunting camps in the men ected to hunt food alon; 
sened. Marquette died near the forests. In spring and summer the the wa tea to the large ver - 

Ludington, Michigan, while trying to Potawatomi lived in large villages, 0 dete in the area a the a 
reach the mission at St. Ignace, at the planting small fields of corn, bean, ce the supply of ra 
age of 37. and squash, fishing, and hunting. In — Is i , th aa oa & iat 

After Marquette’s death, Claude the winter the villagers moved to eee jesihistuand' the exveall 

Allouez, an older Jesuit who was age small family camps to hunt deer, and tion Pain aca little t ‘oe 

55 at the time and who had founded in the spring to make maple sugar.® While stormbound for a a “ on 4 

the mission at Green Bay, was as- Ree aay Cee Door County shore, their huntel 
signed to take his place at the residence in the Illinois country, an Paanaved! to al only a sincle DOM 

Kaskaskia mission in the Illinois entrepreneur was developing great cu pic After natn ae thell 
country. Allouez’s journal describes plans for the Illinois and Great Lakes eee ineparey conti a village 

a difficult winter journey from Green region. In 1678 Rene Robert F ratawaron cy October 1, probably 

Bay to Chicago. The priest set out in Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, a 35-year- the village of Mechingan oonewnal 
October 1676 with two companions old fur trader, obtained permission north eile disonc gan: 

for the Illinois country, but the water . ene oo eben. ‘ 
of Green Bay was covered with ice MELO e Mehigan. i 

before they reached Sturgeon Bay. 1# Salle was given a monopoly on fhe nottheast winds which wes Mon 
The small party waited until February 'Tade in buffalo hides, but was blowing and increasing at such a rate 
before the ice was strong enough to Warned not to interfere with the trade as to cause enormous waves to break 
bear their weight. of beaver furs from the northern Great against the shore. The only course that ( 

Lakes to Montreal. La Salle’s voyage M. de La Salle could take, in order to 
_.we undertook a very extraordinary to the Illinois is quite well docu- effect a landing safely, was to throw 

kind of navigation, for instead of putting mented, since at least four members himself, in company witl his three Wil 
into the water, and to carry the canoe, 
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laden as it was, to shore, in spite of the tagonized the Iroquois, who had country to Montreal. He seems to 
breakers which sometimes rolled over dominated trade there. But before have passed Manitowoc in the spring 
their heads. He waded out to meet the they could act, La Salle’s men _ of 1688, but without comment. 
other canoes as they arrived, and mutinied and destroyed the fort. During the 1680s and 1690s the fur 
landed them all in this way without any Tonty, with the post's two priests, 35- _ trade in New France expanded out of 
damage. year-old Zenobe Membre and 60- proportion to the demand for furs in 
Since he was not familiar with the year-old Gabriel de la Ribourde, and Europe. While the supply increased, 

people of this village, La Salle three other loyal men, escaped and __ the demand declined. At the same 
prepared a defensive position against moved their headquarters to the Kas- time the government of New France 
a possible attack. He then sent three kaskia village, where Marquette and —_— was worried about an increase in il- 
of his men to buy food, under the Allouez had conducted their missions legal trading with the Iroquois and the 
protection of a calumet given to him a few years earlier. . English by western traders, and the 
by the Potawatomi of Rock Island. In September 1680 the men’s bad __ king was concerned that the fur trade 

fortune continued when the village | was taking too many young men from 
This calumet is a kind of large pipe for was attacked by an Iroquois raiding _ the settled life of the colony in the St. 
smoking; the bowl is of handsome red party. Tonty was wounded in the at- _—_ Lawrence River valley. In 1696, in an 
stone, well polished; the stem, which is tack, and the Frenchmen fled, trying attempt to solve these problems, the 
two feet and a half long, is of rather to return to the safety of the mission king canceled all trading licenses and 

strong cane adorned with feathers of all at Green Bay or St. Ignace. closed the western trading posts at 

colors, disposed very tastefully, and The six men left the Kaskaskia vil- Green Bay, Mackinac, and St. 

mingled with women’s hair braided in lage on September 18, without Joseph. Fora time, the missions were 
various ways,each nation having its provisions and with only one leaky __ the only approved French outposts in 
peculiar style of ornamentation. This canoe. Father Gabriel was murdered _ the west. 
a ei oe te hcg by a band of Kickapoo the following In the summer of 1698 a group of 

given it, as they are convinced that day, but the rest of the party made _— missionaries left Montreal to found 
great misfortunes would overtake them their way to Lake Michigan and then new missions along the Mississippi 
if they were to violate the right of the slowly up the west shore. River. Leader of the group was Fran- 
calumet. Their canoe was finally wrecked cois de Montigny, a 29-year-old semi- 

beyond repair on November 1, possib- narian priest who had been in New 

The warriors of the village were ly near Manitowoc, but they were still | France for the past six years. Accom- 
rather suspicious of the travellers, twenty leagues short of the panying him were Father Jean-Fran- 
and arrived at La Salle’s camp armed _ Potawatomi village they had visited cois Buisson de Saint-Cosme, a 31- 
with guns, axes, clubs, and bow and the year before with La Salle. By this _ year-old native of New France, Father 
arrows, but when they saw the time the ground was covered with Albert Davion, and twelve lay brothers 
calumet they accepted the party as snow. They had no shoes, but made and paddlers. Buisson, who usually 

friends. The villagers gave LaSalleas _ foot coverings from Father Gabriel's _ referred to himself as Saint-Cosme to 
much corn as the canoes could cloak. They were always short of | distinguish himself from an older 
carry, and La Salle thanked them with provisions, and game was scarce __ priest with the same name, kept a 

presents of axes, knives, and other along the lakeshore. Tonty wrote of journal of the voyage that was later 
trade goods. living for a time on nothing but wild _ published. 

The next day the party continued — garlic grubbed up from under the When the priests reached Mack- 
south in stormy weather, but they snow;Membrewroteofhavingnofood _inac they found Henri de Tonty, who 

found no landing spots along a coast _ other than acorns and little roots. had been exempted from the king's 
lined with high bluffs. Their food After walking through Manitowoc order closing the west to traders. 
again ran out, andnotuntiltwoweeks County, often losing their way be- Tonty agreed to guide the party to 

later, when they were much farther cause they had no compass, they __ their destination on the Mississippi. 
south, did they find abundant game. _ finally reached the Potawatomi vil- The party had planned to travel the 
ue lage, only to find the people had left | Fox and Wisconsin Rivers to the Mis- 

By January 1680 the expedition for the winter. Travellingnorthagain, sissippi, but was prevented from 
reached Lake Peoria on the Illinois they came uponagroupofhuntersat taking this route by an outbreak of 
River, where La Salle built his post, the Sturgeon Bay portage. The warfare in the country of the Fox 

which he called Fort Crevecoeur. La Frenchmen by this time were too people along the upper Fox River. 
Salle soon returned to New France on _— weak to stand; Tonty was extremely Changing their plans, Tonty and the 
the St. Lawrence River to try to satisfy sick. After recuperation at the priests travelled down the western 

his creditors, leaving Henri de Tonty _ portage, Membre proceeded to the __ shore of Lake Michigan. 
in charge of the post. Tonty, a 30- Green Bay mission, while Tonty On September 29 they came to the 
year-old native of Italy, had been in _ wintered at Sturgeon Bay. !? Potawatomi village north of 
America only two years when La Salle La Salle and Tonty continued their | Manitowoc that Tonty had visited 
left him in command. He was soon efforts to build a trading empire, before. They found that the people 
faced with strong opposition, both Tonty in the Illinois country, La Salle —_ were in the process of abandoning the 

from the Iroquois and from his own _ in Texas, where La Salle was killed in _ village, as a result of the death of their 

men. 1687. After his death, another of his leader. After buying provisions from 
La Salle’s attempt tocontrolthe fur lieutenants, Henri Joutel, travelled _ the villagers, the party moved on, 

trade in the Illinois country an- from Texas through the Illinois coming on October 4 to a smaller 
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Potawatomi village on a small river. places on the west shore had become military posts reopened at Mackinac 
At this village the men found a cross identified by name to the Europeans. and other strategic points. In 1717a 

that had been planted by “Reverend The most detailed map of the area fort was opened at Green Bay to 
Father Marais,” who had spent the from that period, Partie Occidentale protect the Fox-Wisconsin waterway. 
past winter there with some other du Canada, published in 1688 by After these events, Europeans 
Frenchmen. The modern editor of | Marco Coronelli, shows not only the regularly travelled in northeastern 
Saint-Cosme’s journal identifies this Potawatomi village of Mechingan, but Wisconsin, but no narratives men- 
site as Manitowoc, whichiftruewould the “R. de la Fourche” (or Forded tioning travel in the Manitowoc Coun- 
make Marais the first European to River, possibly the Twin Rivers), ty area have survived. 
spend any length of time there. How- “Chaboigan” (or Sheboygan), the “R. The rule of the French in Wisconsin 
ever, comparing the party's travel Milliouaki” (Milwaukee), and the “Riv. ended rather suddenly in 1760. The 
time with the distance from Sturgeon  Chekagou” (Chicago). Coronelli’s year before, the French army had 
Bay to Manitowoc, it seems more like- maps were based on the work of Jol- been defeated by the British at the 
ly that the village with the cross was liet, Hennepin, and other French ex- Plains of Abraham outside Quebec, 
farther south, perhaps in Sheboygan plorers. !4 and in 1760 Montreal was sur- 
County. “Marais” seems to have been The closing of the western posts rendered to the conquerors. When the 
one of two brothers, Joseph-Jacques and abolition of the trading license French commander at Green Bay 
Marest, Jesuit missionary at Mack- system meant few Europeans ven- learned the news in the fall of the year, 
inac, or Pierre-Gabriel Marest, Jesuit tured to the western Great Lakes area he retreated with his men toward 
missionary in the Illinois country. !3 for years after 1696. Louisiana, leaving behind a small set- 

After the visit of Montigny and his In 1714, in order to prevent the _ tlement of Indians and traders. 
party, Manitowoc and the western __ British from expanding into the area, BRITISH DOMINANCE 
shore of Lake Michigan disappear trading licenses were granted once In the fail Of 1761.4 Small or f 
from the written record for several more by the government of New ee 2 Sar OUn. 
generations. By this time several France. The following year, British soldiers under the command 

of Captain Henry Balfour travelled 
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Jacques Vieau’s trading posts at Manitowoc Kapids and at Jambo Creek probably resembled his son-in-law Solomon Juneau's post at 
Milwaukee, seen here in an 1833 woodcut. ( 
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from Detroit to take possession ofthe | number of trading licenses and habitat for black bear, marten, rac- 
western country. After leaving prohibited any vessels not owned by coon, and muskrat, all of which 

detachments at Mackinac and Green _— the government from travelling on _ provided skins that were important in 

Bay, he proceeded to the St. Joseph _ the Great Lakes. the fur trade. 19 
River, passing Manitowoc on the way, Mackinac merchants attempted to During the later years of the 
the first known British visitor to the | overcome these restrictions on ship- __ American Revolution, the fur trade in 
area. Unfortunately, he left no journal ping by entering into a partnership the Great Lake region continued in a 
of his expedition. with the commander of the fort there, disorganized and chaotic manner. 

At the time the British took posses- but the scheme was only successful The merchants of Montreal attempted 

sion of Canada, a number of Ojibwa, for a short time. The decline in the to improve the situation in 1783 with 

Ottawa, and other peoples moved to trade caused by these restrictions the reorganization of the North West 

the west shore of Lake Michigan to came at the same time as the first _ Company. The new company was 

escape the control of the new regime. definite reference to a place in formed to end the rivalry and hostility 

They made their homes alongside the — Manitowoc County. 17 among the traders in the west and 

Potawatomi, Menominee, Winnebago, The British were concerned during bring closer cooperation among the 

and other peoples already in the area. the American Revolution that the In- merchants in Montreal. One of the 

Milwaukee became the home to a dians of the Great Lakes region might centers of the company’s activities 

mixed group of these anti-British aid the American rebels and their al- | was at Mackinac. Other, rival com- 

peoples of the west. It was about this lies. One of the allies were the panies and partnerships, less well or- 

time that Etoigeshak, leader ofaband Spanish who beginning in 1779, oc- ganized than the North West Com- 

of Ojibwa and Ottawa from Canada, cupied the Mississippi Valley as far pany, were formed in the same period, 

came to live in Manitowoc County. He north as St. Louis. In fact, Sigginauk, some of them also centered at 

may have been part of the anti-British the leader of the Potawatomi, Ojibwa, Mackinac. 

migration. Etoigeshak’s grandson, and Ottawa people at Milwaukee, was The treaty ending the American 

Waumegasako, was leader of the a supporter of the Spanish. The suc- Revolution in 1783 put Mackinac, 

band in the 1830's when the cess of George Rogers Clark and his _ along with Wisconsin and much of the 

Americans arrived in the area. !5 Virginia militia in capturing Vincen- rest of the Great Lakes fur country, in 

According to tradition, nes and other posts in the Illinois the territory of the United States. The 
Etoigeshak’s group split into two country in 1778 and 1779 increased Canadian merchants who controlled 
parts, the Ojibwa settling at the concern of the British at Detroit the economy of the region and the 

Manitowoc Rapids, where a trail from and Mackinac. Captain Samuel British army that protected their 
Green Bay to Milwaukee crossed the Robertson, aboard the British sloop settlements had no interest in giving 

_ River, and the Ottawa settling at Two Felicity, was sent from Mackinac in up their possessions. The British 
"Rivers and along the lakeshore north October 1779 to investigate the loyal- army finally moved out of Mackinac 

of there. 16 ty of the Indians of the shores of Lake and the other forts they held on the 

British control of Canada brought Michigan and to arrest Sigginauk. American side of border in 1796, but 
great changes to the fur trade. The Robertson failed to find the Indian _ the merchants and fur traders from 
French monopolies were abolished leader, but while stopping at Mil- Canada continued to control the 

and the license system liberalized, | waukee he learnedofatraderatTwo economy for many years afterward. 
and after 1760 large numbers of _ Rivers. In 1795 the North West Company 
British and American traders joined sent one of its agents from Mackinac, 
the French who already traded ..they also told us that they had sent 38-year-old Jacques Vieau, to estab- 

around the Great Lakes. The British for Monsieur Fay which is at a place lish trading posts along the west 
government was never able to find an called the Deux Rivers 18 Leagues shore of Lake Michigan, with his 
acceptable means of controlling the from Millwakey to the north; he has 2 headquarters to be at Milwaukee. 
trade, however, and complaints of un- Bie ie eee crete Vieau’s son described the voyage, 

oe a etiee to a series of go amongst them, or they suposd so as many years later. 

2 no trader had ever wintered at that . 
Green Bay became one of the place. 18 In 1795, he was appointed as one of 

centers of the fur trade in the British the company’s agents, being sent out 

period, controlling the trade as far Monsieur Fay was one of the many with a supply of goods to explore and 

west as the Mississippi and Min- fur traders who lived among the In- one Hear on the nae shore of 

nesota Rivers. Milwaukee was @ dian villagers each winter. They lahedin alge ecksuarbea: hoa 
less important trading center. traded their one or two canoe loads of ly loaded maton by twelve men: 

Manitowoc County residents were goods for furs, thenreturnedtoMack- _He, with his family...followed in a large 
most likely involved in the fur tradeat —_jnac in the summer to sell their furs, bark canoe, in which was also stored 

this time, but we have no records of buy more trade goods, and prepare for the camping equipage. My father’s 
that involvement dating from the another winter of trading. Rather clerk, on that trip, was Mike le Petteel. 
early years of the British occupation. than returning to the same village The expedition started from Mackinaw 

In 1777, both as a result of com- _year after year, most of these traders in July. The first important camping 

» plaints about the traders and as a were always looking for new, more place, furnishing a good harbor, was 

Means to cut off trade with the rebel- _jucrative territory. Manitowoc County we iS fpeale © SEL a. ed 
lious colonies on the Atlantic coast, was generally not prime beaver ela oe ee en oo a ee 

the British government restricted the country, but it did provide good P , P 
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trade, and left a man in charge of it. where he served as an employee of _ traders and settlers centered at Green 
Father was called Jean Beau by the Jacob Franks of Green Bay. In the Bay. Jacob Franks, a Green Bay 
Indians, and the creek upon which his winter of 1804, asherelates the story, trader who was the employer of 
post was situated was called Jean Thomas Anderson, took out an 
Beau [Jambo] creek by the Ot- .-having no society, and litle to do,! American fur trading license in 1801. tawas....He established a post, as well, was naturally enough very lonely. |, In 1803, Gharies Reaume. another 

at Sheboygan, at which he also left a therefore, undertook a journey along Green Bay trader, was commissioned clerk. This place was at the foot of the the lake shore, to visit my friend, Jacob coulity, masistrate by de Amerie rapids, on the north side, and has been Frank{s], at Green Bay. The first day's a re gis ly tHe am erical 
pointed out to me by Ottawa and Chip- journey brought me to an encampment tet torial governments. Vn Spite icy 
pewa Indians. He also located a post, of Pottawotamies, at Two Rivers, near- their American connections, the with a clerk, at Manitowoc, very near ly seventy miles distant, reaching there traders of Green Bay did not renounce 
the rapids; and perhaps at other points before night. | put up at the lodge of an their allegiance to Britain, and there 
along the lake shore, but | cannot recol- old Indian chief, named was no direct American presence in 
lect any details concerning them, if | Nanaboujou...Next morning at day- northeastern Wisconsin in this 
ever was informed. break, | journeyed on my snow-shoes, period. 

cutting across a point of land, and after 
Macau did not liverat his: posts at a herd day's warp, lat length reached ian a theseailenltaotuuniecscl Jambo Creek and at Manitowoc my destination. 2 Wisconsin, both European and’nae 

Rapids /sbut junidentiiied’ employees tive, to abandon whee attach- did live there each winter, trading Anderson's story tells little about ments they had developed with the 
with the local inhabitants for furs and the people at Two Rivers, and the Raonne di d work Pert return en 
maple sugar, which Vieau retrieved in details of the story may not be com- British power in the resion. In tas 
the spring as he returned from Mil- pletely accurate, since it would have ail oe of the war fe Americar 
waukee to Mackinac. been very difficult for him to travel aa at Mackinac and Detoltwas 

Vieau's Jambo Creek trading post, seventy miles on snowshoes along the taken by the British, and the fort a 
northwest of Mishicot (in the present lake shore in one day, but it is the only Chica ind was Durie d. ending for 
day town of Gibson), seems to have mention of the area between the time tim: Pe ing Ameri i fl 8 th 
been located some distance away Jacques Vieau established his trading SEE eee eee ee au 
from the nearest villages. Later resi- posts and the beginning of full upper Great Lakes. Jacques Vieau 
dents recalled villages along the American control in northeastern and yibomas Anderson -Jalong with 
lakeshore north of Two Rivers, on the Wisconsin after the War of 1812. many/of die other traders in the areas 
East Twin River near Tisch Mills, and It was during this same period that shapes as ec and militia mem- 
near Larrabee on the West Twin River. the name Manitowoc first appeared Many northeastern Wieconaivec a 

21 on maps of the region. An 1804 map 
The Manitowoc Rapids trading seems to be the fe to use the name walters also/supported: the ‘Britiay 

post, on the other hand, was located =“Manawoc River,” although on this atmny, Ta Chandelle, leader of a village 
very near the village of Etoigeshak map the name is attached to the Twin oa ae since ae “= 
and later his grandson Rivers. Over the next two decades, tei ated tee OUEnin of tie 
Waumegasako. The village must have _ the names “Maurice” and “Mauvaise” ea Fort Dearborntal oni a 
been similar in appearance to the vil- were attached to either the aind ‘the aubsequent massacre ott 
lage at Milwaukee, which was Manitowoc or the Twin Rivers on a inhabitants set 
described by a visitor in 1800 ascon- —_ number of maps. Beginning in 1820 But not all the northeastern’ With 
sisting of a number of bark lodges for the name “Manitowacky River” was 
summer use. Some of the lodges were _ used, although the name was initially oe ee ba 
quite long, divided inside for the use confused with the Milwaukee or ve heme ine 1 veal 
of several families. Each family cul- Menomonee River. It was not until the eae anG eA en Chea 
tivated fields of sweet corn, 1830's that maps consistently used Manitowoc Rapids, and his brother 
pumpkins, beans, melons, and the name Manitowoc (or Thunder, were reported to have 
potatoes, up to five or six acres per Manitowakee) for the Manitowoc pee oD Men en par 7 7 
family. The fields were rudely fenced, River. Likewise it was only in the crear ee o Feta’ vee 
with bushes, poles, and brush, 1830's that the name Twin Rivers Cin 1814. 
against intrusions by horses, since began to be used on maps to desig- THE AMERICANS ARRIVE 
the people had no cows or hogs. The nate the East and West Twin Rivers, In spite of the continued British 
Manitowoc Rapids village was located although their distinct form had ap- control of the upper Great Lakes 
on higher ground near the peared on maps as early as 1673. 24 during the war, the peace treaty 
rapids, while the fields were found on Even though the United States took _ signed at the end of 1814 returned the 
the flats along the river. Vieau’strad- formal control of the Great Lakes region to American rule. When it 
ing post was located on the flats _ region in 1796, when the British gave _ retook control of the upper Great 
downstream from the rapids. 22 up their posts at Mackinac, Detroit, Lakes, the United States government 
Another trader at Milwaukee and other locations, it was many determined to strongly assert its 

provided a glimpse of the native set- years before the Americans fully con- authority over the area, to end British ( 
tlement at Two Rivers in 1804. trolled northeastern Wisconsin. Over influence over the natives and 
Thomas G. Anderson had established —_ the years, the Americans gradually _ traders. One aspect of this policy was 
a post at Milwaukee in 1803, asserted some control over the expressed in 1816, when fur trade 
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licenses were restricted to United by way of the Wisconsin and Fox careous pebbles, & c. In walking along States citizens, and Indian agents _Rivers and Lake Michigan. The ex- some parts of the shore, | observed a were put in charge of issuinglicenses. _pedition passed Manitowoc August great number of the skeletons and half In addition, a chain of forts was 25, 1820. Henry Rowe Schoolcraft, consumed bodies of the pigeon, which, 
. Planned to block British use of the the expedition's 27-year-old geologist, vue eee s a Dele, 

Fox and Wisconsin Rivers. As part of provided a detailed description of the a ght unen ta Ties oe E a 
this program, Fort Howard was built _ region in his report. drowned, in entire flocks, which are 
at Green Bay in the summer of 1816. soon thrown up along the shores. This An Indian agency was established In coasting forty miles along the shore, causes the shores of Lake Michigan to there that same year. we came to the mouth of a large be visited by vast numbers of buz- In 1818 Wisconsin became part of stream, called Manitowacky, where zards, eagles, and other birds of prey. there is a village of Menomonie In- The Indians also make use of these ; ee a an pigeons, as food, when they are first Fc ee Te ( ae driven ashore, preserving such in 

e ‘ ie Piet ao a ee id smoke, as they have not immediate 3 Ne ee es ey ey Wid occasion for. Vast broods of young “ era 4 i - Ve gen Og co gulls, are also destroyed during the ae BOS ee ee ii violent storms, which frequently agitate B- oes —* Se ey ie Ge, this lake. 27 
rae | Dae oe " Kx “Ee Me oe Schoolcraft was unusual among j Le i aera } me are travellers of this era in identifying the 3 k on ae calle 4 residents of the Manitowoc River as ‘ ce ee a. i”? i. \ . Pe Menominee, but the traditions of the eo AR E | ; a : Menominee recorded at later time did 4 Be 4 Li ia po | a. include a band located at Manitowoc. 

i ra Sy, ma “f a ‘ 
ag | ee a ae After the United States took control jae : re Ba ‘: of northeastern Wisconsin, the fur 

j 4 . eeu, AG trade continued for a time much as it 
~ ag pat” a had before. The major Green Bay 
a ;: a hes : traders, Jacques Porlier, John Lawe, 

me) ‘ : and the Grignon family, became 
ES ; ‘ : American citizens by 1820, with the 

eee " ref) ae , help of their associates in the 
x a - $ Ps ; American Fur Company, which had 

4: os aa “tity i i ‘ assumed the dominant role in the 
“ i c : United States fur trade. 

- " ee Traders returned to Manitowoc 
a County early in the development of 

‘A the new American trading system. 
; 4 Francois Bouthillier received one of 

7 the earliest licenses under the new 
Pp ear 3 system, and spent the winter of 

% = ih peer har ; 1816/1817 at Two Rivers, working for 
es , ae Sete, Pray Jacques Porlier, 29 

* oe Ply, Se In the fall of 1823, John Lawe ; ¢ ae 3 eg ty: Fe See learned that a competitor, Moses ik ee SO eae Swan, intended to winter at : ts NOR tg i ae Manitowoc. By the end of December, 
Lawe reported to Jacques Porlier that Alexis Clermont began carrying the mail from Green Bay to Chicago, on a route through “This trader Swan that is at Mun- Manitowoc County, as a young man, in 1832. Much later in life he put on his buckskins netoowek he is a waisting his goods as again to recreate that era for a photographer. hard as he can I think he will by soon 

COURTESY OF THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCOSIN done.” Lawe’s evaluation of Swan’s 
ee business sense seems to have been 

the territory of Michigan. Two years dians, of six lodges. Five miles beyond, merely wishful thinking, as Swan, later, the territorial governor, we encamped upon the beach, having later with his partner Isaac Haertzel, 
Lewis Cass, set out from Detroit, the progressed fifteen leagues, as indi- made successful trading voyages 
territorial capital, on a summer ex- cated by a lunar observation. The from Green Bay to Manitowoc, edition to investigate conditions in country consists of a succession of Sheboygan, and Milwaukee, each his new domain and to promote set- rail hills, covered with pine. The year until 1833. 3° 

anks of the lake are elevated from tlement. After exploring Lake Su- twenty to sixty feet, with a broad sand Swan and Haertzel were not the 
Perior and the Upper Mississippi Val- beach, strewed with granitic and cal- only traders in Manitowoc County, ley, Cass’s party returned to Detroit although they may have been the 
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ROAD TRAVEL It was not until the 1830s that the names Manitowoc River and Twin Rivers (or Two Rivers) were 
Postal service was a consistently used on maps to identify the major geographic features of Manitowoc County. This map of 1833 

necessity for the was one of the most accurate depictions of northeastern Wisconsin printed before the surveys of 1834 and 
military establishment 1835 fixed the names and locations of geographic features. 

at Fort Howard. A post DETAIL OF SOCIETY FOR THE DIFFUSION OF USEFUL KNOWLEDGE, The North West and Michigan 
OIC’ paeonopcncdyat Territories (LONDON: SDUK, 1833). COURTESY OF THE MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
eee bay i 1626 but BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN. 
mail service began even 
pefore that he ost O__—_—_—— 

commander arranged For seven winters beginning in ried the mail in the winter of 
the service and soldiers contributed 1817, Moses Hardwick carried the 1827/1828, and Alexis Clermont, 
to the cost of hiring a civilian tocarry — yyail. Hardwick was 26 years old, a__— who carried mail from 1832 to 1836 
the mail. In the winter, mail was car- recently discharged soldier, when he and was 24 years old when he | 
tied on foot to Fort Dearborn at started carrying the mail. He and his began, all have left reminiscences of 
Chicago. °° successors John H. Fonda, who car- _ their experiences. To carry a sixty- 
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pound pack of mail on snowshoes for of the Lake, on the second day after Ebenezer Childs, concerned by hos- 
two weeks or more between Green Bay striking the river. It was near sun-down tilities among the Winnebago in the 
and Chicago, and then to look forward when we made our camp near the western part of Wisconsin, made a 
to another two weeks walk to return mouth of this stream; and again within difficult drive from Illinois along the 
to Green Bay required great strength sight of the roaring breakers, a load of lakeshore. 

and endurance. The mail carriers uncertainty Was taken from me, for with 
such a guide, there was no going 

travelled by way of either Manitowoc astray. It decided th | struck the lake where Port yy. It was decided that we should ; ; 
or Fond du Lac, depending on snow keep along the shore, at least where it Washington, or Ozaukee, now is. We 

conditions. °4 could be done without diverging from a were out of provisions, except fresh 
Fonda leaves a romanticized direct line running north and south; all peeu and {hadi been for aong timer! 

description of a winter trip through head lands and points we crossed, in- was compelled to kill a young creature 
Manitowoc County, with stops at stead of going around them. The ot ueeee ae 
what might be Devils River and the roughness and difficulty of our track, on an ; ewer oe Meeee ee hi e 
mouth of the Manitowoc River, account of the icy mountains formed by cat are 5B ar in it Se ae DOIG 

the industry of the breakers and Jack wheal Fall ec a va i i 
We , Frost, made it a “hard road to travel.” We followed the’ lake shore to 'e left Green Bay on foot, carrying our ‘ Sheboygan, where we tarried a few 
arms, blankets and provisions. We had But trudging along through the snow, d t it th ttl We t ! p mace! climbing over ledges of ice that in some Sys) (2 Teerull the Cathe... Wwe inex to pass through a country, as then little laces extended up the bank and aimed at Manitowoc; and at Pine River 
known to white men, depending on our ki nging through gullies and ravines, the trail or path passed near the bank 
ne? and the course of rivers to we managed to make good head-way. of the Lake. | had heavy packs on my 
eep the right direction. Taking an In- 35 blind horse....and unfortunately in his 

dian trail that led in a south-easterly blindness he struck his pack against a 

Tomo ac ameter: Naieari maim tiecayes Seep meaieolics ge 
then a grove of red oak, some of which quirement of the community at Fort down to the Lake shore, before reach- 
reared their heads heaven-ward, and Howard. The local food supply was ing which he was stripped of his packs 
had for ages braved the fury of a not adequate for the soldiers there. by some of the old trees which had slid 
thousand storms. Frequently would Cattle had to be driven from Illinois to down the bank, through which and over 
we disturb a gang of deer that had meet their needs. One route for these which he passed during his exciting if 
made their “yard” in the heavily tim- cattle drives was along the Lakeshore not fatal adventure. | looked over the 
bered bottoms. And as we continued to through Manitowoc County. Cattle bank, and saw my poor blind horse 
plunge deeper and deeper into the straying from the herds from time to stretched on the sand beach, and ap- 

Prourcouse the Vecks ofthe toner SE presented tempting targets for Pavey dead, The men went down and mink became more frequent, and native hunters. One encounter, in Roeeeinnetin Ae glory.” We then 

occasionally a wild cat would get its the fall of 1819, was related by Col. made the rest of our way to Green Bay 
quietus in the form of a rifle ball. Once, Joseph L. Smith. where we arrived, July 3d, with two 
at night-fall, we encamped on a branch hundred and ten head of cattle. 37 
of what | now know to have been the Toward the close of November a herd 
Center River. This stream was a live of Cattle, for the Assistant Commissary After rounding up his strays, Childs 
spring, several yards in width, and was at this Post, having arrived within two determined that Indians had killed 39 
not frozen over. It made several beauti- days march, the drover near of his original 262 cattle. 

rocks. Under a projecting bank, Michigan, was attacked by several, _ Wiliam S. Hamilton, 28-year-old 
Boiseley found the water perfectly alive dians, robbed of his Portmanteau (suit- sonsotystatestman’ Alexander Hamil: 
with trout, and taking from his pack the case) etc., and one of the Cattle taken ton, drove cattle through Manitowoc 
light camp-kettle, he dipped out a mess from him and killed. Several Soldiers County in the summer of 1825, but 
of splendid speckled fellows, that were employed in conducting these left only a brief narrative of his jour- 
relished well after being fried over the cattle, but the drover at this time, had ney. 96 
campfire. In the evening after collecting fallen some miles in the rear, with a Besides the official mail carriers 
a huge pile of wood, we heaped the view of bringing up such as had strayed and cattle drovers on contract with 
snow up to wind-ward, and in the lee behind when the Indians availed them- the army, the growth of the com- 
: the aren bak scattered some selves the Haan thus munity at Fort Howard and Green Bay 
ranches, on which we spread our presented, to plunder him as 

blankets, and laid down with the packs above....The attack upon the drover, at ee = etins Papas : ee 
beneath our heads, to listen to a Manitouwalk was committed by P € 6 
serenade from the wolves. The night several young chippewas, one of Green Bay to Chicago through 
was spent in smoking, keeping fire, whom after consultation with the Indian Manitowoc County. This trail followed 
and intervals of sleep. agent, was arrested and confined in approximately the path later taken by 

the Fort: He was treated with kindness, old Highway 141 (now County High- 
Leaving the trail at this tributary or and upon the exhibition of much sorrow way R). 39 
branch of Center River we followed the for his misconduct, the solicitation of One early traveller along this trail 
creek down to the main stream, which his relatives and their promise to make became the victim of the first recorded 
ran in a south-east direction, and then compensation to the owner of the Cat- murder in Manitowoc County. In the 
taking a southerly course, we traveled tle,was set at liberty. Those concerned spring of 1821, Dr. William S. 
a distance of twenty miles, and then with him left the vicinity and could not Madison. a‘sur an At Ror Howard 
struck another river. Following this due be apprehended. 36 8 id : 
east, through a rough, but heavily tim- with a party of three soldiers, was 
bered country, we arrived at the bank In the summer of 1827, 30-year-old _‘travelling from Green Bay to visit his 

ay 
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wife in Kentucky and their newborn ing their exploits by throwing a complained at the council that his 

child, when he met an Indian named __hatchet at a post, once for each per- people’s land had been sold by the 

Ketawkah. James D. Doty related son they had killed. After being Menominee two years before without 

what happened to them in a letter —_ taunted because he had never killed their permission. The treaty signed at 

written a few months later. aman, Ketawkah determinedtoprove Chicago provided for payments to 

his worth and returned to the party to —_ satisfy Waumegasako’s objection, but | 

The Indian, Ketawkah, had left the Bay kill the doctor. Unfortunately for him, the money eventually went to 

the day previous, had passed the In- when he returned to the village and American claimants, including rela- 

dian Village on the Manatoowack river claimed the right to throw the _ tives of Jacques Vieau and Joshua 

on his way to Cheboigan, on the west hatchet, the warriors took him into _ Boyd, rather than to Waumegasako 

side of Lake Michigan to see a relative custody. Ketawkah was executed in —_ and his people. 4° 

of his, but had tumed back and was Detroit in the fall of 1821. 41 As a result of the treaty of Chicago, 
returning to the Bay. When the Doct. “ : 
met him, he was standing by the side Ketawkah’s murder of Dr. Madison _ the Potawatomi and other natives of 

of a tree apparently unemployed. The was not typical of relations between the southern Lake Michigan region 

Indian says the Doct. addressed him, Americans and natives in north- were given three years to leave the 

and said something from which he un- eastern Wisconsin in this period. lands they sold. The governor of Il- 

derstood they wanted him to guide him Morgan L. Martin, a 28-year-old _linois had anticipated this result in 

to Chicago. As he knew he should get member of the territorial legislature, December 1832, when he ordered the 

something to eat from them, he con- and two companions found a very dif- Potawatomi to leave his state. Native 

cluded he would go with them as far as ferent attitude among natives living communities from Illinois and In- 

ce. owe i. ae bd near Sheboygan on a trip from Mil- diana began moving north along the 

pally agou -M.2NG Walked On waukee to Green Bay in the summer west shore of Lake Michigan. Many 
until they had passed the Manitoowack 
river about three miles. They came to of 1833. The travellers came upon a paused in their journey at Sheboygan, 

a small rise of ground over which two fishing net spread near the mouth of | Manitowoc, Two Rivers, and 

of the sold. had passed, and the other the Sheboygan River and “ap- Kewaunee, bringing new villagers to 

was by the side of the Doctors horse, propriated without ceremony” two these areas that were temporarily iso- 

and both were just on the top. The fine fish they found in it. The next —_ lated from the American settlers. * 

Indian was about two rods in the rear morning an Indian from the village In the summer of 1835, Shomin, 

and was at the foot of the hill, when a there overtook the party, not to leader of the village at Two Rivers, 

gun was fired in the rear, and Madison punish them for stealing his fish, but | inspected land along the Missouri 

pass the lesa in y i ey to supply them with additional dried River that was reserved by the govern- 

eeu taltom hie tone pee loiea and smoked whitefish “which we ment for the Potawatomi, but he did 

instantly disappeared. The Doct ex found quite palatable.” 4? not approve of the region. Most of the 

claimed—"Oh, why has that Indian When Martin and his companions villagers continued moving north, 

shot me—I never did him or any of passed through Manitowoc County in eventually stopping in northern Wis- 

them injury.—To kill me too when | was 1833, the land was no longer legally consin among the Menominee, at 

just returning to my wife and my little Indian country. It had been ceded to —Hannahville in Upper Michigan, and 

child which | have never seen—it is the United Stated by means ofaseries at Manitoulin Island, in Lake Huron, 

more painful than death." His conver- of treaties over the previous eight | where many from Manitowoc and Two 

sation was very pathetic, as related by years. Manitowoc County was ceded __ Rivers settled at Sheshewoning. *° 

the soldier, and all who heard him were by the Menominee in a treaty signed As soon as the United States 

greatly siteciod Seuie indianiceys he in Washington in 1831. government received ownership of the 
shot him without any cause or malice— 
that the thought came into his head When their land was taken by the land of northeastern Wisconsin, 

about two minutes before, that he American Government, the native government agents began to gather 

would kill one of the 4—and when he people of the west shore of Lake information of the quality of the land 

saw the Doct. on the top of the hill, he Michigan slowly began to move away and its suitability for settlement. In 

“concluded he would fire at him, to see from their homes, trying to find more 1831 Samuel Stambaugh, Indian 

how pretty he would fall off his horse.” congenial places to live. The results of | agent at Green Bay, inspected the ter- 

a this movement were felt even in ritory ceded by the Menominee be- 

Manitowoc County in the early tween Lake Winnebago and Lake 

The report of a Mr. Du Charme of 1839's, before any permanent Michigan. Stambaugh found the 

Green Bay provides more details of American settlers appeared in the country in the triangular region be- 

a sa Moe iy abnuct ted vite the county. tween Fond du Lac, Milwaukee, and 

doctor, according to Du Charme, as THE NATIVE REMOVAL Ee ene i 

Madison had apparently been having In the fall of 1833, six thousand 

an affair with Ketawkah’s sister. This Potawatomi, Ojibwa, and Ottawa _.generally very fertile, well watered by 

relationship was not, however, the gathered at Chicago to sell the last of the waters of Rocky river and various 

cause of the murder, in Du Charme's their land in the southern Lake smaller streams, and contains a suffi- 

account. In this version of the story, | Michigan area to the United States cient quantity of timber of the best kind 

Ketawkah visited a nearby Indian vil- | government. Waumegasako, leader of and largest growth. ... [T]he timber on 

lage while the doctor’s party was __ the village on the Manitowoc River, its borders is hickory, Oak, Hard Maple, 

camped near Manitowoc. At the vil- attended, as did Shomin, leader of the Beech, and some Black Walnut. The 

lage, the warriors were commemorat- _ village at Two Rivers. Waumegasako whole extent of country between Mil- 
waukee and Manitowoc rivers, is rep- 
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resented as being equal in value to that 
| have just described. From the mouth 
of Milwaukee or Manaywaukee, to the ’ Mis 
mouth, or entrance into Lake Michigan, " 
of Manatoowoc river, the distance of 9 i 
probably seventy miles. ... About thirty i a » SS 
miles below Manatoowoc the “Three oye : % 
rivers” empty into the Lake, through Ls <8 é- 
one mouth, which will doubtless be a / 4 a. ie 
place of some importance when the ~ a s 
country populates. There are several ; ial : 
valuable fisheries on the coast, where wis s 
the celebrated white fish is this country * \& 
are caught, in great numbers; but un- L. S 
fortunately there have been but few 7) oad 
harbors for vessels found on the coast. aes se & 
46 i > ce 

| my. / 
Before the territory purchased from a Ps a os 

the natives could be opened for wt fe! Bi 
ttlers, t! had to be 

ee by a Albert G. Ellis (left) and Byron Kilbourn (right) were in their 30s in 1834 and 1835, when 
The land survey in Wisconsin began they surveyed parts of Manitowoc County for the United States government. Their work 
in 1831 with the survey of the lead led quickly to the sale of the lands in the county to speculators and settlers, and the end of 
mining region of the southwestern the era of infrequent travel in Manitowoc County. 

part of the state. By the summer of BOTH PORTRAITS COURTESY OF THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN. 
1834 the surveyors had reached —— 

Manitowoc County. 
The surveys oe carried out by But when he was describing the from, & parallel to, Lake Michigan 

some of the leading citizens of the quality of the land, Kilbourn found ore a eee ee ae “0 
much dmire se same aad Country: the country on the inside territory. Byron Kilbourn was 33 en a in tho a (or E) of ae finals Pie most part 

ine ae he i. a lee of , forbidding while on the outside of it to 
€ southern part ol Manitowoc 7 the extent of 6 or 8 miles is with some 

County in 1834. The following year he us ee gen ee ae exceptions a fine, rolling, hard tim- 
purchased land on the Milwaukee ae ne at Be eee i bered land capable of high cultivation. 
River and began promoting the city of pe - uae ne a ality tT ihe 2 ati A The East branch . tn Rivers has its 
Milwaukee, ultimately becoming generally of the first order, with the ue oe ee y on ae in 

mayor of the city. Albert G. Ellis, age exception of occasional stony and ean fee 2 Hh a Ne Kk ay 
34 when he began surveying the gravelly ridges, and of the Cedar bot sf Boe a Se pron the Wy. 
northern part of Manitowoc County, Swamps; which in Some Cases are too eR een ay fe are hed 
was already a leading newspaper pub- extensive and destitute of good timber oad evex peat S Btn <M Vel 

lisher in Green Bay, and later became a ee re pleasant illustration of the “line at 
surveyor general of Wisconsin and 4 a ene can ey aah _ ee division”, —on the other hand Benton 
mayor of Stevens Point. fan ome ja Ds ae erp ei ere Creek has its source near the same 

Kilbourn was not pleased with the in Sth eee a i rare ia place, meanders through a very 
working conditions in the towns of cas ae the Coda e OS promising contry its whole length thro’ 

wampsylioMinicon, Town 22, (23) and in Town 21, (23) falls Newton, Liberty, and Eaton in the fall nection with the first quality of soil, sur- into Wi Branch Twin bi 
of 1834. rounding it, or surrounded by it— IO Ws Fane) UWiIniEL ainoble Sttearn 

which continues Prodan good Contry 

..Should my district throughout be as | have never seen a tract of Country of Fone Sout BOUndaLy. 
bad as the Tps. run, | think | hazard but equal extent with the Tps. which | have 
little in supposing that an equal extent surveyed, so uniformly well watered in A land office was opened in Green 
of unfavorable Country for the Sur- all its parts as are these—It is a rare Bay in 1835, and with the survey 
veyor, cannot easily be found—The occurence to find a section or a quarter completed a land sale was proclaimed 
excessive fatigue of traversing Cedar section, which has not its springs or in August of that year. Land along the 
Swamps—sinking through their mossy permanent streams runing through it— Manitowoc River was immediately 
surface into the water & mud, clamber- There are very few dry runs, evenin the purchased, by William Jones and 
ing over a continual series of fallen driest seasons... 47 others and Manitowoc County quickly 
timber as craggy as a hedge, or creep- shifted from being a place of native 
ing through thickets of the closest kind, Ellis found the area on both sides villages and infrequent travellers to a 

the profuse perspiration consequent of the Manitowoc-Kewaunee County place of land speculators, town 
on such exertions in warm weather, line a similar mixture of fine and poor _pyjjders, and settlers. 
paged toluie contirjual wetness) ofthe quality lands. A few traces of that older Manitowoc 
fe Soe at eat nn County remained: some native vil 
ren ex execiiedaby 2icon As a General rule, a line drawn at the lagers stayed in the county for 

‘ distance of from seven to Nine miles decades after American settlement 
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began, and artifacts marked the sites | Manitowoc Rapids, at the mouth of _ ever, the American settlement of 
of their settlements for decades after the Manitowoc River, and at Two Manitowoc County quickly hid any 
that; a few place names, Manitowoc, Rivers, were built at the sites of ear- reminders of the county's earliest ex- 
Mishicot, Nashotah, were preserved lier settlements; the main road to posure to French, British, and 
from the earlier inhabitants; the Green Bay preserved the route of the American travellers. 
major settlements in the county, at earlier foot path. On the whole, how- 
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