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- ABSTRACT | 

: ae | 
- , _ Great Lakes Archaeological Research Center, Inc., Reports — 

: oe | of Investigations No. 107, Archaeological Inventory and Evalua— i | 

= | tion at Exxon Minerals Company, Crandon Project Site in Forest. | 

| oo | and Langlade Counties, | Wisconsin, details an archaeological cat. i 

. : oe - survey of approximately “400265 hectares (990 acres). The f 

mn — survey was ‘conducted in rélation to anticipated developments © | 

° — by Exxon Minerals Company. Prefield and fiela “investigations i 

/ ~ resulted in the discovery of 10 previously. unrecorded sites. 

mo Nine of these were historic and one prehistoric. co | i 

- | Preliminary evaluations were provided for all of the - i 

| sites encountered and management recommendations were pro- 

a, vided for each site. Two prehistoric sites (one, previously i 

- . reported) were subjected to test excavations - The results of fi 

- these investigations confirmed that 47-Fr-121 and 47-Fr-143 are 

a oe eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. How- i 

- ever, it should also be noted at the outset that neither | 

| - 47-Fr-121 nor 47-Fr-143 are threatened by the proposed ‘| 

developments. : | . | / i 

— ; So The prehistoric sites investigated reflect a single com- 

- | : ponent Lakes Phase occupation (Salzer 1969,1974) with relative— i 

- ly dense concentrations of diagnostic artifacts and, more 

- importantly, three distinct concentrations of apparent storage i 

Lo pits whose origins are still visible on the surface, a unique i 

: - phenomenon. - : .
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i ; _’ INTRODUCTION | 

On July 17, 1981, GLARC Inc. entered into a contractual | 

| agreement with Exxon Minerals Company to conduct, an archaeo- 

i Logical survey of areas being considered for development at the 

1 Crandon Project Site in ‘Forest and ‘Langlade counties, Wisconsin 

= _ | (Pigure 1) - ._The objectives of this survey were to locate, 

| - and assess through preliminary evaluation, archaeological 7 

= sites which may be affected by the ‘proposed development. As 
| i - a such, the work performed under ‘this contract supplements the 

f , archaeological investigations ‘conducted by Beloit. College in | 

_ 1977 and 1978 | (Salzer and Birmingham 1978). - _ a 

I - - The work executed under this contract is ddsigned to ful- | 

fill ‘agency requirements for compliance with the various state 

i | and Federal legislative mandates relating to historic and 

[ | “archaeological preservation and conservation. Specifically, 

| | these efforts were directed to comply with the National Environ- 

i | mental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), Executive Order 11593, 36 CFR | 

| 63; and the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. 

i | | The investigations were initiated and directed by Dr. 

j David F. Overstreet, ‘Principal Investigator. Ms. Linda A. | 

~ | Brazeau served as both field and laboratory supervisor and 

a : assisted with report preparation under the direction of the 

- Principal Investigator. : oo 

i The investigations consisted of three primary phases: 

i prefield research, field work, and laboratory analysis and 

: . report preparation. Prefield archive and literature search 

i commenced in late July of 1981 and was conducted by the 

_ 1 . 

i OO
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i Principal Investigator and field supervisor. Previously re- 

| ported archaeological sites and historic sites in the region 

i were pursued during this search. From August 1 through | 

- | October 30, 1981, personnel from Great Lakes Archaeological 

i Research Center, under the direction of the field supervisor, 

7 7 conducted archaeological field investigations involving both | | 

- inventory and evaluation procedures. | : 

f 7 | This report contains relevant background information 

| | | concerning the Crandon Project area and the envirommental _ 

7 | - setting, a discussion of the methods and techniques of inves- 

i | tigation, the results of investigation including prefield and 

field research and a description of cultural resources: identi- 

i | fied. The report concludes with a statement on ‘the Signifi- 

j | cance of and recommendations for protection and management of | 

| | these cultural resources. ae 

i oe Objectives | | 

i The primary objective was to locate and assess the pre- 

historic and historic archaeological sites encountered during 

i 7 the course of survey of parcels designated for potential im- - 

i pact aS a result of proposed developments at the Crandon Project 

| | Site. a | 

i | _ A second objective was to provide Exxon Minerals Company 

with recommendations regarding the preservation and conser- 

f so vation of cultural resources identified. These recommendations 

| . relate to protective and/or mitigative measures which may be 

adopted by Exxon Minerals Company in compliance with previously 

| cited legislative mandates. 

|



Project Area_ * . j 

The ee area encompasses 10 parcels of land totaling 

1040 acres in Forest and Langlade Counties. These 10 parcels i 

: were arbitrarily designated as Parcels "A" through "J" by the i 

field supervisor for reference (Figure 2). However, due to 

project modifications the size and configuration of the project i 

. area was reduced. Following modifications, the survey area 

“ucompassed eight parcels of land totaling approximately 990 . I 

.cres and thereby eliminating parcels A,J, and a portion of H j 

see hatched area in Figure 2) for proposed survey. 

: The eight parcels designated for survey adjoin the three I 

. parcels surveyed by Beloit College in 1977 and 1978 (Salzer’ 1 

and Birmingham 1978). ; 

‘ Specifically, the project area is located in portions of i 

ne following sections (Figures 3, 4, and 5): Sections 1 and 

2, T34N, R12E, Langlade County; Section 36, T35N, R12E, Forest i 

. County; Sections 4 and 5, T34N, R13E, Forest County; and i 

Sections 20, 29, 31 and 32, T35N, R13E, Forest County. . 

A discussion of the archaeological investigations con- I 

lucted in each of the survey parcels is included in the 

Results of Investigation, Field Research. . : 5 : 

Environmental Setting , I 

‘ The project area is located in the southwestern section i 

. of Forest County and in the per ieeekeen section of Langlade 

County.- Specifically, the survey areas are parcels contiguous ‘ 

: / with the units surveyed by Belslt college in 1977 and 1978. 

: : I 

i
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i Inasmuch as a’ comprehensive description of the physical 

setting of the Exxon mining area is provided by Salzer and 

i a Birmingham (1978), ‘a-cursory review is presented here to pro- 

‘ | vide an environmental framework for these archaeological in- | 

vestigations. Specificaily discussed are those’ environmental 

/ 7 | features which affect archaeological survey methods and - 

a ‘techniques. | ee - =~ 

ff Oo ‘While the contemporary environment of the project aréa 

i — ‘does not necessarily ‘tepresent the same environment which sus= 

| tained prehistoric populations, a discussion of the physical 

i - | setting: serves, as Salzer and Birmingham suggest: 

: os “to provide us with a crude tool to measure the ~ oe | 
q 7 | former environmental conditions in which man 

operated ... . Those factors of environment | 
: which serve to distinguish this area from others 

i in the state in the present, probably also served | 
to distinguish it in the past (1978:7). 

J a 7 Thus, the ensuing discussion not only provides an environ- 

a mental framework for these investigations, but also serves as 

i | a framework for interpreting environmental features which 

| - played an integral role in aboriginal occupation of the area. 

| ) Geology } Sc | } 

i | The project area is situated within the peneplain of the 

i | Northern or Lake ‘Superior Highland physiographic province 

oe | (Figure 6). ‘According -to Martin (1932:367-428), and Paull and 

{ - Paull (1977:71-96) , the Northern Highland is the product of a 

| series of physically altering processes which included vol- 

i canism,. inundation, uplift, sedimentation, and erosion. As 

i oo such, prior to the formation of the peneplain, the region
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f exhibited mountainous topography that was created -by volcanic 

action and that was subsequently modified into a plain through 

i sedimentation and extensive erosion occurring-over a consider- 

| able period of time... — (sira acc Fite te. tes | 

_. The bedrock is a part of the-pre-Cambrian-Laurentian Shield 

{ and is presently known to be buried-as:deeply-as..820.2m (250 

a feet) below deposits of more recent origin.«:-The bedrock is 

t : composed of undifferentiated igneous and metamorphic rocks 

| including granite, gneiss, schist, gabbro,..diorite, rhyolite, — 
and local concentrations of quartz, slate,-iron,-and quartzite. 

i } Also, as discussed by Paull and Paull (1977), copper deposits 

are incorporated in the bedrock. 9 =" : 
a . 3 

i / This is Copper Country, where deposits of native 
copper occur in greater abundance than anywhere else | 

f in the world. The mineral bonanza here was dis- , 
covered, mined, and utilized_nearly 4000-years ago 

: ~ « « (1977:91),. © a Cle oe eee 

i The native copper deposits occur in the Middie-Kewee-_ 
7 nawan Portage Lake Series ... . This formation, with 

at least 400 individual lava flows and some inter- 
i bedded conglomerate, dips an average -of 40-degrees north- 

_ west toward the center of the Lake Superior_syncline. 
| 7 Although the relics of mining activity extend-along 

i a the outcrop belt of the Portage Lake for 90 miles, . 
| : almost all of the copper production came from a 30 

mile stretch from Painesville to Eagle River (1977:92). 

E The significance of the regional lithology lies in the 

i availability of these materials to aboriginal populations for 

) tool manufacture. It is probable, as Salzer and Birmingham 

{ (1978) suggest, that bedrock was a secondary source of raw | 

: | material for lithic tools and that the primary source was 

i glacial debris: 

| In fact, the most likely sources of raw material 
i for. stone industries comes from the various rocks
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, which were incorporated in the glacial deposits and i 
_- currently are exposed. in the bottoms and banks of 

streams and rivers (1978:8). 

: - The predominant lithic resources utilized include quartz i 

, : derived from granite bedrock and available in great quantity i 

3 glacial or river cobbles, quartzite from pre-Cambrian out- 

crops, and various fine grained igneous rocks from 2he Huvontan I 

; iron deposits in Florence County and the Keweenaw iron range 

= ia the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Copper, acquired as float i 

‘opper or mined aboriginally, was an important material util- j 

izea@ in aboriginal tool manufacture. The importance of this 

metal to the prehistoric occupants of the region is emphasized I 

| by Drier and DuTemple (1961) who report that the prehistoric 

people were well aware of the presence of ee and "we now i 

; know that practically no mine operating or having been worked i 

vas not without its prehistoric workings" (1961:28). 

. Worthy of note is that the material preferred by abori- ij 

ginal tool makers throughout eastern North America, chert, is i 

not-contained in the local bedrock deposits. It probably was 

transported into the area from the closest available source | 

which outcrops near Monico, in Oneida County (Murskey, personal 

communication)’. approximately 32km (20 miles) west of the ~ g 

project area (Venditti 1973). i 

: napourapiay 

The contemporary topography of the project area is the a 

, product. of glaciation. Northeastern Wisconsin was subject to I 

i three major stages of glacial advance during the Pleistocene. ; 

‘The final state, or Wisconsinan, had the most pronounced effect I 

| i
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5 on the area. This was the result of several fluctuations in 

the position of the ice front of the Langlade lobs of: the 

i Wisconsinan. These fluctuations; or subs? :yes, of the Wood= 

i . fordian (ca. 22,000 to 12,500 years ago) figured prominently 

; and structured the physiography of the area. Thns local topo- 

q | graphy is primarily controlled by glacial deposits overlying 

ae glacially eroded bedrock. Simpkins et al (1979) discuss the | 

A / nature of the topography: Be — Oo 

“§ | | Major bedrock obstructions do not play a role in the © 
= formation of landforms in the:Langlade lobe Gut minor, _~ 

| | _bedrock highs have local effects on tin glacial forms 
| f | in Forest County. ~~ te a - 

| |  ° They, further describe the topographic: features of glacial 

{ origin: . | 0 oo ’ a 

a | When glacial ice stood at the Summit Lake moraine, most 
f of Forest County was presumably within the "active - 

7 zone" of the ice sheet (Sugden and John 1976} and land- 
| forms of the drumlin zone (Fig. 2) (Nelson and Mickel- 

| son-1977) were produced.- These-elongate hills are. - 
concentrated in drumlinized uplands which are common 
throughout the county. Sr : 

: , Two major landforms other than the drumlins- character- . | 
ize the landscape in Forest County:. 1) ice-contact 

| : features and 2) landforms composed of outwash. These 
i landforms, which were deposited near the retreating ° 

| ice margin, have step-wise relationships to each other 
| in the landscape. Ice contact features, such as kame 

; "ss terraces, often abutt the drumlinized uplands and are . 
. always at elevations intermediate between the drumlin_ 

: summits and outwash in the valley floor (Simpkins et al 
/ 1979). 

| Characteristic in the project area then, is a glacially 

f | produced irregular topography where local relief is variable 

| and mean elevations range from 472.5 to 539.6m (1550 to 1770 

J feet) above sea. level. : 

i oo . While it provided a readily available source of raw ma-
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terial for aboriginal stone tool manufacture, glaciation eli- i 

minated any evidence of prehistoric occupation prior to | 

a 2,500 years ago in northeastern Wisconsin. But as Salzer and l 

a _ Rirmingham (1978) suggest: | - ; 

7 For the present, however, we have no ewidence to. —.. 
: indicate the presence of prehistoric man in north- 

eastern Wisconsin prior to or during the Valderam Fe 
| | (Salzer 1974a), although big game hunters are known 

to have occupied the southern one-half of the state | 

oe at that time (1978:10). a ; 

: | soils _ _ Loss ma i 

| ‘The soils of the project area have developed from glacial 

i:ill and drift, and organic deposits. Hole (1976) has noted | 

| that “since glaciation, soils have formed from these materials 
| . 7 3 

| under shifting continential climatic zones and biotic communi- i 

: tes" (1976:46), with the biotic factors beimg the most sig- i 

aificant influence in soilscape formation. 

Mineral soils developed over glacial drift generally i 

oo occur in upland settings and organic soils occupy low, ‘wet i‘ 

swampy areas and shallow depressions and kettle holes in the 

uplands. Sand.and gravel soils are characteristic of glacial J 

, outwash deposits and clay and silty soils are typical in areas 

- of glacial till. Peats and mucks are associated with ‘lowland 5 

- organic deposits. According to Hole (1976), the soil associa~ ' 

. tions within the project area include: | 

Kennan and associated loams over brown sandy glacial a 

till. a. The hilly to undulating Kennan, Iron 
‘River, and Pence loams, Vilas sand, and peat, 

| | association. b. The rolling to undulating Kennan, i 
| : Iron River, and Pence loams, and peat, association. 

- In the project area mor soils composed of raw litter and i 

. humus mat are found under hemlock stands and mull soiis com-
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f posed of mineral soil and incorporated humus are typical under 

| stands of Sugar maple. Additionally, boulders and rock are 

i —— distributed over the land surface and incorporated im the oe 

| : soil. CO 2. oe 

J | Drainage _ 7 yO | =Sa7 

| The drainage pattern of the project area is typical ofa 

§ | glaciated region. _ Characteristic of the glacially deranged 

- | a pattern is the. abundance of rivers and streams, lakes, swamps, 

. i oo and marshes. Lakes and swamps were formed as ‘Kettle holes, de- 

| g as pressions in ground moraines, damning of preglacial Ccrainage 

os by debris, and depressions scoured: in bedrock. ; 

i  ° The lakes and swamps provided a habitat for wild rice 

(Zizania aquatica) which repeatedly was exploited as a food 

i : resource by aboriginal populations (Jenks 1900).- | 

i | 7 Furthermore ‘the waterways undoubtedly served as routes 

- of transportation and communication for both prehistoric and 

i historic occupants of the area. Transportation-.routes were 

J - | probably established northwest to the Highland Lake Cistrict, . 

oe -and to eastern and southcentral Wisconsin via the Wolf and 

i Fox River systems._ a | i = | 

f Vegetation | - 7 

; . According to Webb and Bryson (1972). and Webb (1974), 

i a northern Wisconsin has experienced several major climatic 

| | changes over the past 10,000 years which have affected the 

E vegetation. | 

i Gish (1976) conducted a palynological study which presents 

i



X model of post-Pleistocene forest successiom ‘that is appli- i 

“able to the project area. Data used to Suppmrt her regional 

oo ogetational model were primarily derived fram pollen samples i 

| caken at the Robinson site (47-On-27) on Lake Nokomis and sub- 

| stantiated with samples from other sites in tthe Highland Lakes 

Nistrict.. Based on these data Gish has arriwed at the follow- i 

ing scheme of forest succession. OO oo 

/ a During the period“from 18,000 to 9000 B-C., land which. i 

- | 748 exposed as the Wisconsinan glacier retreated was colonized i 

| ~¥ a boreal-conifer forest dominated by white spruce - (Picea | 

jlauca) and balsam fir (Abies balsamea). This forest com- , 

| aunity was established on a periglacial herb tundra dominated | 
. . 3 

| yy grass and lichen. Between 9000 and 7800 B.C. a climatic i 

: “nange ushered in a warming trend. During this period in- i 

, ceasing numbers of white pine (Pinus strobus}, red oak (Quer- 

cus borealis), and white birch (Betula papyrifera) brought an ; 

| and to the former community. From approximately 7800 to 6400 

®2.C. continued warming and dryness resulted im an increase of i 

jack pine (Pinus banksiana) and/or red pine (Pinus resinosa) ; 

: at the expense of spruce. Between 6400 B.C. and 1500 B.C. 

increased precipitation gave rise to the domimance of white a 

| pine, birch, and hemlock (Tsuga canadensis). As a result of - 

- aatural “succession of species, sugar maple (Acer saccharum) i 

| gradually replaced white pine in areas and timms established i 

| the general vegetational pattern witnessed by the first Euro- 

pean immigrants. - i 

| | The project area is situated in the northern conifer- i 

| hardwood forest (Figure 7). According to Curtis (1959) three
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distinct communities compose the conifer-hardwood forest: i 

rhe northern mesic forest, the northern xeric forest, and the 

| o¢tthern lowland forest. The latter two communities have two i 

- ~ cognized segments identified on the basis of species compo- i 

7 sition reflecting sensitivity to soil-moisture content. 

| , The dominant species of the northern mesic forest include ' 

_ | sugar maple, yellow birch (Betula lutea), and hemlock. The 

| ree dominant arboreal species in ‘the dry segment ‘of the | i 

_.vthern xeric forest are jack pine, red pine, and white pine. i 

| | ass common species in this segment include aspen (Populus sp.) 

| and white oak (Quercus alba). In the dry mesic segment, white | 

a pine, red maple (A. rubrum), and red oak are dominant ‘and - ” | 

-2sser species include white birch, sugar maple, hemlock and ; 

OO ad pine. The two segments of the northern lowland forest E 

| | re: the wet segment including the tamarack (Larix taricina)- 

| oLlack spruce (Picea mariana)-bog forests and the white cedar i 

Oo (Thuja occidentalis)-balsam. fir (Abies balsamea) conifer swamps, 

sad the wet mesic segment dominated by the black ash (Fraxinus i 

nigra) yellow birch-hemlock hardwood swamps (Curtis 1959:221). I 

- : ; These plant communities provide various habitats within 

which exist abundant floral and faunal resources that were , 

potentially exploited by aboriginal occupants of the area. f 

a Reconstructions of presettlement vegetation utilize data | 

derived from the original field notes and plat of the U.S. land 

surveyors (see Appendix A for example). Prior to the logging 

| era and white settlement, the project area was contained within i 

| the northern mesic forest. Two of the dominant species of i
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f this community, maple and birch, were sources of raw material 

known to have been exploited by historic Indian groups. Maple 

i Gap was extracted and processed into. sugar by Indians and 

f | birch bark was used in the construction-of utilitarian items 

. | such as canoes and containers, _lte it nes i : 

[ Se OR moe - tb, | . 

. 5 : anne _._ CULTURE. HISTORY. Q2TTL TL. ft 

| i , | "Since a comprehensive discussion of the culture history 

| w£ the region is contained in Salzer and Birmingham (1978), a 

: fi : brief review as summarized in the Culture Resource Overview of 

; the. Nicolet National Forest (Bruhy et al, 1979) 31S presented 

| here as a frame of reference for the reader. 

i The ensuing culture history employs a temporal-cultural 

fj -andel of reconstruction which is generally accepted in both 

a the professional and avocational communities. This model 

q outlines the proposed nature of human adaptation to the 

changing environment as witnessed at regionally known sites. 

Paleoindian Period _ . OO . 

i While early man had emigrated to the New World at least by 

5 20,000 years ago, it is likely, based upon recent archaeo- 

logical investigations that man did not occupy the Upper Great 

{ | Lakes until the close of the Pleistocene. 

: In keeping with traditional archaeological terminology the 

i earliest occupants of the Upper Great Lakes region are referred 

5 . to as PaleoIndians. Archaeological evidence suggests that 

5 |
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>aleoIndians were nomadic bands of hunters and gatherers whose J 

_ubsistence was dependent initially on Pleistocene megafauna, 

oe acluding mammoth, bison, and caribou; later, smaller game as i 

a ‘all as wild flora were utilized. an | | 

| | A recognized difference in the material culture of thése 

| people has resulted in an Early and Late PaleoIndian classi- i 

a | _ication. It is the Late PaleoIndian or Aqua-Plano (Quimby | 

Se - 360) tradition. that represents the first human occupancy of f 

a “he Highland Lakes district. | This occupation is associated with 

| climatic and concomitant floral and faunal changes. In the f 

| sighland Lakes District, Salzer (1969, 1974) has defined, on i 

mar basis of recovered diagnostic lithic material, two-se- . | 

| suential late PaleoIndian phases: the Flambeau Phase, relatively ff 

Jated between 7000 and 6000 B.C., and the Minocqua Phase dated 

| heatween 6000 and 5000 B.C. | | : 

Archaic Period . | E 

Oe While evidence suggests that Late PaleoIndian occupation i 

in the Highland Lakes District may have persisted until as late 

as 5000 B.C., ‘dramatic change in material culture appeared in i 

| some areas by 9000 B.C. Change in the tool assemblage reflects 

| a shift in subsistence strategy in response to change in Floral f 

- and faunal associations caused by milder climatic conditions. i 

| . stylistic variation in the Archaic tool assemblage provides the 

basis for subdivision of this period into Early, Middle, and q 

: Late stages. . | | 

| : Archaic populations consist of nomadic bands of hunters i 

- ‘and gatherers who séasonally exploited a diverse set of re- a 

Oo - i
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i sources. The earliest known Archaic occupation in northern 

Wisconsin has been identified by Salzer (1969, 1974) as the 

i Squirrel River Phase.- This occupation has been tentatively . | 

5 assigned to the period from 6000 to 5000 B.C. Based upon ma- 

all terial recovered from-a single site it has been suggested | 

{ | {Salzer 1974) that a generalized pattern of exploitation of a 

~ — wide range of species, including small and large mammals, 

f / fish, birds, and varied flora, was practiced by this occupa- 

J ‘tion. — oo | - - : a St, - 

| : Late Archaic manifestations in the region provide evidence 

| | for increased population as well as continued cultural diver- 

: sity. Prominently associated with the Late Archaic are the. | 

, i _ development of elaborate ceremonial mortuary practices and 

i | the appearance of a copper tool industry. This cultural - 

- pattern which developed by 2000 B.C.has been referred to as the 

f | | | "Old Copper Culture." Sites identified as such are primarily 

: | cemeteries where multiple interments are accompanied by 

f | annealed copper tools such as crescents, awls, knives, and 

5 , ornaments. Late Archaic habitation sites have been identi- 

| fied by Salzer .(1974) and labeled Burnt Rollways Phase. 

a , Woodland Period | : . 

ff | : The transition from Archaic to Woodland periods most 

| a likely occurred Over a prolonged period of time. The Woodland 

ft co period (1000 B.C. to 400 A.D.) is characteristically associated 

f | with the appearance of ceramic technology. 

: : In northern Wisconsin the earliest Woodland occupation is 

: | the Nokomis Phase dated to the first two centuries A.D. (Salzer



1969,1974). Ceramic assemblages associated with this phase 7 

include both Early Woodland Black Sand pottery as well as the 

; typically diagnostic Lake Nokomis Trailed pottery. According a 

| ' to Salzer the Nokomis Phase represents "an increase in aggre- i 

| gate population size, more intensive utilization of-the area, | 

: a heavy reliance on trade for exotic ceramic ana lithic raw 5 

| material, ‘and an important copper industry" (1974:49). Evi- 

st . : dence suggests that Early-Middle Woodland populations cin nor-- a 

ee thern Wisconsin were composed of groups of extended families ~ i 

| co - practicing a fishing-hunting and gathering mode of subsistence 

| - at seasonally occupied villages primarily along rivers, and i 

. a in some cases, ‘lakeshores. . ; : | a : : 

Similar to the Nokomis Phase is the North Bay culture 

: (Mason 1966) of the Green Bay-Door County area of northeastern i 

| - ‘Wisconsin. | | 

: | 7 The adaptive patterns of these cultural manifestations i 

oo have been described by Fitting (1970:98) as "Lake Forest i 

— | Middle Woodland" and identified by Mason (1967) as "northern 

tier" Middle Woodland, thus differentiating it from the Hope- s 

oo wellian "southern tier" Middle Woodland complex in the Lower 

| Great Lakes region. | | | i 

| During the Late Woodland period, circa A.D. 600 to 1600, i 

= | two cultural developments occur in northern Wisconsin. The 

: Heins Creek culture (Mason 1966) developed from the North Bay j 

| culture in the Green Bay area. . 

| | The Nokomis phase evolved into the Late Woodland develop- E 

| ment described as the Lakes Phase (Salzer 1974). This cul- | 

| tural manifestation is pertinent to this study. Diagnostic
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f artifacts serving to identify Lakes Phase include small tri- 

; angular projectile points fashioned primarily from quartz, | 

i and cord-impressed pottery with cord-wrapped stick decoration. | 

: Lakes Phase developments begin around 200 A.D. and continue . 

7 aintil approximately 1400-A.D. Salzer provides the following. 

‘{ description of Lakes Phase sites:-. . | : . 

SO _ Sites with components of this phase are numerous =. © 
ff | and include habitation units varying greatly in | 
a | Size and abundance of debris.- Some of the compo- mi 
= ' nents cover less than an acre while others range up 

- "to more than forty acres in extent. Many sites have 
thick, rich midden accumulations, while others consist 
only of a thin scatter of debris. Although some 35 
components can be identified among the 82 sites lo- 

q | cated, 11 of the 12 sites tested produced Lakes Phase. 
| materials. Eighty per cent of the known sites are 

| found in lacustrine situations, with eastern lake- | 
5 | . Shores, lakeshores near outlets, peninsulas, and 

- islands being preferred (1974:49). . 

5 With respect to Lakes Phase subsistence and settlement it-is 

| likely that these populations practiced adaptive patterns simi- 

i | lar to those described as early historic Chippewa patterns. 

: The Chippewa coalesced in large settlements during warm sea- 

sons when resources were readily available and dispersed into 

A smaller groups during cold seasons when food resources decreased '- 

in availability. Given the similarity of subsistence strate- 

i gies between the Lakes Phase populations and the Chippewa, i.e., 

| fi fishing, hunting and gathering, coupled with the variability 

= in size of contemporaneous Lakes Phase sites, it can be - 

i | suggested that larger Lakes Phase sites represent warm season 

| settlements and smaller sites represent cold season settle- 

| i ments. ~~. 

5 . According to Salzer the Lakes Phase in northern Wisconsin 

| terminated about A.D. 1400:
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The available data suggest that the Lakes Phase i 
| | peoples emigrated from the north-central Wisconsin 

area at.some time around A.D. 1400-1600, and it is 
| - likely that they moved to the shores of Green Bay ; 

- and in some manner replaced the local Heins Creek 
a Culture (1978:17). - | a | 

/ | Another cultural complex of the Late Woodland period is i 

- | the Oneota, or Upper Mississippian manifestation. This com- | 

= 7 vlex developed in the southeastern section of the state. The | 

_ securrence of Oneota. grit or shell-tempered pottery at Lakes a 

aa Phase sites has been interpreted as the result of trade | i 

oe ‘Salzer 1974). It is likely that Oneota occupation in the | 

| vegion is not intense because Oneota adaptive patterns were i 

7 aot suited to the environment of northern Wisconsin. Oneota a 

| | subsistence is based on mixed hunting, fishing and maize i 

| horticulture. The latter activity was restricted by poor: i 

a soils and a short growing season. The occurrence of Oneota 

. in northern Wisconsin has also been addressed by Overstreet | i 

(1976) who believes that major Oneota villages dispersed | 

| nunting and trading parties that interacted with non-Oneota i 

| groups. — 7 | : a 

a Historic. Period — | f 

| | The Historic period began with the contact between | 

| Aboriginal populations and European missionaries and traders i 

oo, which in northern Wisconsin occurred by the middle of the. 

seventeenth century. | i 

: | The Fur Trade Era which began during the first quarter j 

| of the seventeenth century not only promoted contact between 

/ ‘Europeans and aboriginal populations, but also generated geo- a 

a
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i graphical displacement and sociopolitical alignments amongst 

northeastern Woodland Indian groups. Specifically, asa result 

i | of the Iroquoian attempt at domination of the. fur.trade;:. 

f Several. Lower Great Lakes tribes emigrated into the-Upper Great 

Lakes region. - Joining the native Wisconsin tribes=-Winnebago, 

{ | Menominee, and Eastern Sioux--were the Huron and Ottawa, Miami, 

-. | - Peankashaw, Wea, and associated groups; Kickapoo, Mascoutin 

4 | / and Kitchigame; Fox and Sauk; Iilinois; Chippewa; Potawatomi; | 

4s ‘and later.the Brothertown; Stockbridge-Munsee . and Oneida. 

| _ | Throughout the seventeenth: and eighteenth centuries 

q | : | continual movement of these groups in Wisconsin-was-associated 

I with sociopolitical alignments of tribes in response: to the 

- - Prench-British power struggle for control over the fur trade. 

i | By the second decade of the nineteenth century, ~America: 

_ .controlled the fur trade. American policy toward Indians 

i a ‘involved treaties establishing tribal reservations. During 

f | - the first half of the nineteenth century the American govern- 

| ment continually defaulted on these treaty agreements... By 

BR 1850 Indians in Wisconsin were either evicted to reservations | 

| west of the Mississippi River. or confined to small tribal 

| i reservations. ~~. | - a - 

i | While the logging era in Wisconsin began as early as the 

i 1830s, intensive logging activity in northern Wisconsin did 

| not occur until after the Civil War. Initial exploitation 

| | of the timber resource was limited to pine. Some of the best 

f stands of white pine in the world were found in northern 

; Wisconsin. The initial logging activities were restricted to 

- timber adjacent to lakes and streams which were used as a means
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“Sf transporting the pine logs to the mills, Some of the first i 

tnmber companies active in the area were Fox and Helms, Hurley 

. aid Burns, Edwards and Clinton, and Menominee Bay Shore. i 

- The industry generated economic opportunity and gave rise ' 

vo the settlement of northern Wisconsin. Concomitant with 

industrial and economic growth was the influx of European ~ ' 

a  ammigrants. — - _ | oe | . | , 

: | 7 Railroads _established by the turn of: the century allowed i 

- ‘Ll exploitation of timber resources. At the | time numerous i 

- | hember firms, such as Holt Company, Oconto Company, Paine 

, Lumber Company, Sawyer-Goodman, and Connor Company, were i 

| operating. By the end of the first quarter of the 20th a | | 

| century the pineries had been exhausted and hardwoods were i 

: “xploited. The logging industry realized a decline. With ; 

- | ‘ais decline the area witnessed an influx of settlers lured 

; vy land speculators who offered to sell parcels of stumpland or ; 

ce cut-over as prime farmland. But, as many of these settlers | 

| | -ealized, farming proved to be an economic disaster in this i 

area since the-land was generally unproductive, markets were a 

: inaccessible, and transportation was poor. 

_ | METHODS AND TECHNIQUES OF INVESTIGATION | E 

- The methods and techniques employed during the course of j 

archaeological inventory and evaluation vary with regional 

| and local conditions, and reflect the specific orientations i 

| of a particular archaeologist. The investigations carried i 

| out under. this contract are commensurate with the established |
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; professional standards and agency requirements for compliance 

to items of both Federal and-State legislation relating to 

q | | historic and archaeological preservation and’ Conservation. In 

ft Wisconsin, these standards and requirements are contained in 

- | the document approved November 1980 by The Wiscohsin Archaeo- 

{ logical Survey and by the Office of Historic Préservation, =o 

4 7 State Historical Society of Wisconsin, entitled "Wisconsin ~ 

a os | Archaeologi cal Survey Guidelines for Conservation Archaeology } 

5 . in Wisconsin." Dene | mo ~ an : 7 

| | - In this case the investigations were conducted jn two 

| i - distinct phases: ~prefield research and field investigations. 

i | Each phase had specific objectives and required distinctly 

| different methods and techniques. a 

i The ensuing discussion details the methods and techniques 

i employed in each phase of investigation. oe : 
; | a cot, ce oo So | 1 

| j Literature and Archives Review _ es 

| Pre-field research entailed a literatute and archives _ 

5 y search. A review of ‘the literature, as well as the archives” 7 

| and file systems, served to both update and contribute to the 

i information contained in the Salzer and Birmingham 1978 report. 

| “published literature sources which were consulted included: 

The Wisconsin Archeologist, a quarterly journal which has been 

. i a continuous ly published Since 1901; The Wisconsin Magazine 

5 | of History, the journal of the State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin;. The Wisconsin Historical Collections which consist 

i : of 20 volumes published between 1903 and 1920; Bulletins of 

i



the Public Museum of the City of Milwaukee, some of which pro- i 

vide reports on archaeological investigations in the region; 

- aa’ other non-serial publications such as local and county i 

| “Lstories, and regional prehistories. The latter-~sources are | i 

- | -eferenced in the appended bibliography. 7 Es Ee 

Unpublished sources which were reviewed are represented ; 

| - in four different formats: serial entry file systems; map - 

_ “Ples; manuscript files, and-survey reports. | a i 

| Two serial entry file systems were consulted. The first i 

| cLle system is the Wisconsin Archaeological Site Codification | 

- tile housed in the Office of the State Archaeologist at the i 

state Historical Society of Wisconsin. This file system repre- | 

| sents an inventory of reported prehistoric and historic sites. i 

| whe site file cards contain locational and descriptive data, i 

- : as well as information regarding the location of collected 

cultural material and literature references. Entries in this i 

| - file date from the middle.nineteenth century and are continual- 

ly added. The second serial file consulted is the Historic ; 

Preservation Inventory File housed in the Historic Preservation 7 

: Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. This 

| file system lists structures which have been identified as i 

| possessing architectural or historical significance as well 

- as archaeological sites. 7 | 

| . _ Four map files were examined: the Charles E. Brown , 

| Archaeological Atlas; the Bernstein map file, the Trygqg map 

file, and the original land survey records and maps. The ; 

| ° _ Charles E. Brown Atlas records on county plat maps the i 

: general locations of prehistoric and historic sites which were 

| i
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, reported to Brown during his long tenure at the State Histori- 

| cal Society of Wisconsin and as editor of The Wisconsin 

i Archeologist. In this map file, sites are identified as -—. 

4 | villages, camps, workshops, pictographs, sacred springs,;_. .-:. | 

. | - garden -beds, corn hills, mounds .and mound groups, Indian ~ 

[ | trails and rockshelters.. The Bernstein map file consists -pri- 

= | marily of data obtained from original land survey records but 

d also. includes -information from local oral traditions -and_docu- - 

I | ménted histories cand from recent publications. The Try¢g map 

_ File constitutes ‘accomposite map .of United States Land Survey- 

a | or's original plats -and field ‘notes. These maps indicate =the 

_ year in: which the township survey was conducted as well-as:. - | 

: i improvements and -features such as mills, houses ; buildings, 

f | Indian sugar camps, agricultural fields, and trails and roads. | 

} As such, these maps summarize the observations of the govern- 

. | | | ment:land surveyors. The shortcomings of this file reside in 

| the variable observations made by particular surveyors, and _ 

E | as well in the small scale, 6.35mm (0.25 inch) equal to 1.6km 

; (one mile), which prohibits detail. The original land survey , 

| records and maps, copies of which are housed at the State 

i Historical Society.of Wisconsin, provide detailed information 

i | on presettlement vegetation and topography. SO - 

- | Manuscript files researched include the Charles E. Brown 

f manuscript file which consists of approximately 50 years of 

a correspondence and reports regarding archaeological and his- 

i torical sites. These manuscripts are organized by county 

5 oo and are housed in the Office of the State Archaeologist. In 

this same office is a county file system which contains reports, 

i en
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photographic records and correspondence some of which details 

the results of test excavations conducted by the staff of the 

| state Historical Society in conjunction with the highway ; 

a, echaeological program. OO | 

Unpublished survey reports include those which have-been_ i 

| performed under contract or grant for Federal, State, and — f 

' jwunicipal agencies, or for private industry. A bibliography ~ 

o£ contract reports is on file in the Office of Historic - i 

| ?reservation. | | | | : a 

/ Finally, the local repositories visited were Forest and - i 

. Langlade County Courthouses. | Documents consulted at these i 

- | cepositories include local government records, such as tax - © 7 

- colls and land deeds, as well as corporate records. i 

- Field Inventory and Evaluation : | i 

| 7 {inventory | ote. i 

. The methods and techniques of archaeological inventory 

: are determined primarily by ground cover conditions, i.e., the i 

amount of exposed ground surface and/or vegetation cover. In 

| this case the designated survey areas, with one minor excep- l 

tion, exhibit heavy vegetation cover. In an effort. to. ensure f 

| 7 both systematic and adequate coverage of the designated parcels, 

| three inventory techniques were implemented during the course 5 

a of field survey. The following techniques were used as loca- 

tional devices with which to ascertain the presence or ab- a 

| sence of archaeological deposits, | ; 

7 co 1. Shovel Testing | | 

| Shovel testing or shovel probing is a simple subsurface i



| J | : 21 

; technique employed in areas where the ground surface is ob- 

scured by vegetation. Shovel probing is a standard, profes- | 

i Sionally accepted technique and is recognized as such in the : 

-_ Wisconsin state guidelines for archaeological surveys (Wiscon- 

i | | Sin Archaeological Survey 1980). | - 

{ | ' . Shovel probing has been defined and utilized im various 

| . ways by different investigators. Here, shovel probing is a 

|j defined as the excavation of a small hole, 35 to 45em. (13.8 to 

i | 17.7 inches) in diameter to a depth of 45 to 55cm €<17.7 to 

| 21.6 inches). In all instances shovel test holes were excava- 

i 7 ted to a depth sufficient to observe sterile undisturbed sub- 

| soil. During the excavation of these shovel probes, the con- 

i | | tents of each was passed through 6.35mm (0.25 inch) hardware 

i | cloth. This procedure enhances the reliability of the shovel | 

| test technique by allowing for close examination of shovel 

; : - probe contents and recovery of minute artifactual meterials 

; which might otherwise be missed. After examination of shovel 

i probe contents, the soil stratigraphy exposed in each hole 

i a was noted and it was immediately backfilled. . 

| As agreed upon through the contract governing these. in- 

; vestigations, archaeological survey was accomplished by means 

| of shovel testing in a series of transects to provide for maxi- 

i mum coverage of accessible land areas. It was also proposed | 

J that intervals between shovel test transects be established 

: oo at 10m and the direction and distance between transects be 

f maintained with a compass. Furthermore, shovel probes were to 

i be conducted a 10m intervals along each transect. This 

| methodology waS open to modification in the event archaeologi- 

s |
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cal ee were encountered. In that case, close interval i 

sampling was recommended. — 

- Finally, shovel probing was to be conducted in all survey i 

; areas not previously disturbed. Visual inspection or recon- i 

naissance (walk-over) survey was. proposed for areas previously 

disturbed and in low, wet areas. / . ‘ : i 

. Prior. to initiation of shovel testing, the number of tran- 

sects and the number of probes per transect required for com- i 

plete survey ee was calculated for each parcel andivas i 

survey unit. The direction of shovel test transects was main- 

tained with a compass. To prevent cross-cutting transect j 

lines, the first and last transects of a series were marked.by _ 

flagging the Fivet and last shovel probes. fiea, flagging was i 

. »laced at regular intervals within the last transect as a -dis- | 

tance reference between that transect and the first transect 

of the next series. i 

During the course of the survey, modification in shovel 

testing strategy occurred in response to local topographic I 

eonditions, drainage, vagerstion, and previous impact. Speci- i 

. fically, this modification involved increasing intervals to 15m 

(49.2 feet) between and/or within transects. It should be i 

noted that 15m (49.2 feet) has been generally accepted as the 

standard intervals for woodland survey (Midwest Woodland Survey i 

- Conference 1975,1977,1978). When the aforementioned conditions i 

: precluded. shovel probing, visual inspection — conducted. A 

A@iscussion of ‘tie specific survey methodology employed in each i 

parcel is detailed in the following section on Results of i 

inrsetiwabiion.. 

: i



3 Shovel testing procedures were also modified when archaeo- 

logical materials were encountered, In this case intervals 

i were. decreased to provide intensive or "saturation" coverage , 

4 : to determine the nature oid ecan'l extent of cultural materials. 

When a shovel probe produced cultural debris. or other evidence, 

: i . adaitiona. probes were. excavated in a predetermined pattern: 

= ne around this probe. This. prdesauea invelees halving the dis- — 

A - a ee probes to 5m(16.4 feet}. : ‘Eight additional 

I pedies: wie placed ‘at 5m tpbiryeib: from the productive probe 

. “in cardinal and intercardinal directions (see Figure 8). If 

i additional material was recovered in these mechan » the pro- 

4 eddure was repeated until the periphery of the site had been , 

‘determined. — . 7 
10 ‘ 

i | A ! : 
i | | 
i _— Y | 

: , o.. 

i ; . . , / = MA 

: ; . | ’ _*= 10 ' . 
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5 , , : Figure 8 ‘ 7 

| 2. Reconnaissance Survay : 

; . ‘In areas — topography, drainage, vegetation and pre- 

i ‘wlous impact precluded shovel testing, a reconnaissance survey,
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as defined in 36 CFR 66, was conducted, Specifically these i 

areas included: (1) swamp, bog, or other poorly drained areas 

where soil would not pass through 6,35mm (0.25 inch) mesh i 

hardware cloth; (2) areas with a slope in excess of 45 de- 

. grees; (3) areas which had recently been clearcut and in i 

| - | “which sapling density restricted movement. In this case re- ; 

oe ‘connaissance survey involved a systematic walk-over, or pe- : 

— : : destrian survey, wherein portions of the survey areas were i 

| | subject to visual inspection along the established transects. i 

| Visual inspection was directed to surficial features such as 

| | | foundations, pits, historic debris, and disturbed habitat ; 

| | plant species which may reflect past occupation and/or utiliza- | 

) tion of a particular area. | 

a 3. Surface Collection | | i 

, This technique was successfully employed only in areas 

that manifest significant amounts of exposed ground surface i 

such as cultivated fields or erosional surfaces. In this i 

| case systematic surface collection involved visual inspection 

7 of the exposed ground surface along transects established at 5m i 

(16.4 feet) intervals. This technique was implemented. during i 

- - - survey of sections of the potential railroad route which were 

| under cultivation. f 

oo | Evaluation | i 

. Archaeological sites encountered during the course of i 

) - inventory were evaluated to determine site eligibility in terms 

of the specific criteria for inclusion on the National Register i
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; of Historic Places. The criteria for evaluating archaeologi- 

cal sites for the National Register of Historic Places are 

i | explicit: . eo _ | 

- i : National Register Criteria of Evaluation _ 

_ The quality of significance in American prehistory, architec— | 
| i ture, archaeology, and culture is present in districts, sites, 
- _ | buildings, structures, and objects of state and local impor- | 
ee _ tance that’ possess integrity of location, design, setting, 
ff | . .Materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 

: il. That are associated with events that have made a signifi- 
-f cant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

2. That are associated with the lives of persons significant 
i in our past; or oo 

| 3. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, a 
—_ -. period, or-method of construction;..or that represent the work 

7 i of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that re- 
present a significant and distinguishable entity whose compo- 
nents may lack individual distinction; or 

i 4, That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
| important in prehistory or history. . 

: The ‘method of evaluation was the deployment of formal | 

| 2x2m (6.6x6.6 feet) test excavation units and a 1x8m (3.38x 

5 , 26.24 feet) trench. The test units and trench were excavated 

ae in arbitrary 10cm (3.94 inch) levels in the case of the former, 

i and as.cultural stratigraphy allowed in the latter case. The 

| i excavations were conducted with skimming shovels and trowels, 

| and backdirt was passed through 6:35mm (0.25 inch) mesh 

| screens. Soil samples of cultural features were extracted and | 

: processed in the laboratory by means of flotation. Charcoal 

i samples were also taken for cl4 Gating. Photographic records 

i . as well as planviews and profiles were made of the excavation 

| units, A detailed discussion of the site evaluation is con-
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tained in the Results of Investigation, Field Research, i 

&valuation. 

: i 

7 “ RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION . i 

oe .echive and Records Review ” ale i 

y The results of archives and records review are presented i 

= below. eS 

Since the mid-nineteenth century, studies focusing on the i 

scehistory and hieedey of northcentral and northeastern Wis- 

sonsin have been conducted. The following discussion provides i 

a brief review of these previous investigations. coasequennl i 

to these investigations is an inventory of prehistoric and 

historic sites. Included in the following summary is an . i 

inventory of prehistoric and historic sites which are located 

proximally and regionally to the project area. _ I 

Previous Investigations 4 i 

As early as the -mid-1800s the first site descriptions of J 

Lac Vieux Desert were written ‘by Thomas Cram and Increase Lap- 

., ham. “A century later, an ethnographic study of an aboriginal i 

: community living on the shores of Lac Vieux Desert was conducted 

py Kinietz (1947). i 

a During the first half of the twentieth century several i 

archaeological studies were conducted in northern Wisconsin 

. by Both amateur and professional archaeologists, The first | 

: archaeological meg in the region was executed by Schumacher 

and Glaser (1913). Site data were also gathered during this i 

i
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period through the work of Albright (1902), Winn (1924), 

i Keown (1924), and Barrett and Skinner (1932). 

5 - The first extensive archaeological survey, the North Lakes 

: ‘roject, was conducted by R.J; Seleer-frcm 1964 to 1968. Asa 

i result of this study, a tentative culture history for the 

i lorthern Lakes Regia, which includes Vilas, Oneida, Iron,. 

: i >eiee, Lincoln, Langlade, and Forest counties as well as 

J gebic County in Michigan, vas established. In 1968 Salzer . 

; wemnded ‘his cesenech to include- a survey of the Pike, Pine, 

J and Popple rivers (Salzer 1972}.- In 1973 and 1974 Salzer. and 

i ters (1974,1975). surveyed che stowes of 17°lakes located 

on the Eagle River and Hidkdnes’ Senex districts of the Nicolet 

| i National Forest. As a result of- this survey, not only were 

archaeological survey and site location techniques refined but 

i 70 prehistoric sites and one historic site were located. 

i ° Archaeological surveys of several parcels in Florence, 

‘orest, Langlade,-Oconto, and Oneida counties were conducted by 

i i, Fitting (1976a,b,c,d,e, £,g) who identified a number of his- 

toric sites but did not iewerirtse any prehistoric sites. 

i . ' From 1978 to 1981, GLARC, Inc., conducted several cul- 

i “ural resources study programs for the U.S. Forest Service in 

the Nicolet National Forest. These programs encompassed both 

| archaeologicar reconnaissances and archaeological evaluations. 

7 The projects conducted by GLARC, Inc., include: an overview of : 

a the cultural resources on the Nicolet National Forest (Bruhy - 

i et al 1979); aii evaluation of three prehistoric sites on Butter- 

nut and Franklin Lakes (Bruhy and Wackman 1980); an archaeologi- © 

a * ey survey and evaluation in the Blackjack Springs Wilderness 

I - 
| . :
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Area (Wackman 1979); a cultural resource survey of 8498.6ha i 

(21,000 acres) of proposed undertakings (Wackman and Musil 

| | 1980); a cultural resource survey and evaluation of two his- i 

| _ toric sites in the Laona Ranger District (Van Dyke 1980); a [ 

-- | cultural resource survey of-21,827.6ha (53,936 acres). of , 

proposed undertakings (Wackman -and Birmingham 1981) ; and an i 

. | a evaluation of a late nineteenth century logging camp (Over-.— i 

Oo _ street 1982). As-a result of these investigations, numerous 

| prehistoric and historic sites including Indian villages, i 

trading posts , logging camps , home/farmsteads, and ccc camps | 

| . | have been reported. A numerical breakdown of sites recorded i 

| in the Nicolet National Forest during the course of these i 

“investigations is included in the following inventory. 

| Most relevant to this study are the investigations in the E 

| _ vicinity of Exxon's proposed Crandon project conducted by 

a Salzer and Birmingham (1978) which serves as the precursor to i 

this study. Sites located during the course of the 1978 study i 

are also included in the ensuing inventory. 

INVENTORY OF PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC SITES | 

| This. inventory includes prehistoric sites, historic abori- i 

| | ginal sites, and historic sites of white settler affiliation. i 

These sites were reported as a result of both the initial 

— , | investigations conducted by Beloit College, and the investi- i; 

Oo | gations conducted in the Nicolet National Forest by GLARC,Inc, 

cited above. This list represents a partial inventory of sites 

" located in sections with close proximity to the project area , 

: and is portrayed in Tables 1 and 2. | 7 

i
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i ‘able 1: Prehistoric and Historic Aboriginal Sites 

i Forest County: T35N, R12 and 13E 
i . T34N, Rll, 12 and 13E 
i - T36N, R12E 

State : Township/ e - 
i Source | . Number Range ’ Section Type | 

ae }-3, Brom-Atlas 47-Fr-1(?) T35N/RI3ZE Ni,SWk, Sec. 11 Mounds 
i crown Atlas z T35N,RI3E NW%,SW%,Sec. 11 Garden beds 

= S-4,Brown Atlas me T34N,R13E  SE%, Sec. 11- Campsite . 

: i 7, Brom-Atlas ... ~~. T35N,RI3E NEX,SEx, Sec.22 Campsite 
S-8, Brown Atlas ~_ '-'T34N,R13E SWk,NEX, Sec. 28 Campsite - 

*-9, Brown Atlas T34N,R13E SWy,NEZ, Sec. 28 Enclosure 

i SHSW . 47-Fr-1 T35N,RL3E WNs,SWy, Séc. 11 Garden beds 

7 5, SHSW 47-Fr-4 - T35N,RI3E NWy,NWy, Sec.14 Bolder mortar 
i 3-6,S-10,Brown 47-Fr-5 T35N,RL3E On shared line -. Chippewa 

Manuscripts . between Secs. village 
14 and 15 

| 3-l1,Brown Atlas 47-Fr-6 T35N,RL3E Sec. 22 . Chippewa 

Village 

5 S12 ~  49-Fx-7 T35N,RI3E Sec. 11 Chippewa 
village : 

. oHSW . 47-Fr-8 T35N,RI3E Sec. 2 . Cemetery, 

i Potawatomi 
j graves 

S14 47-Fr-9 T36N,RI2ZE Sec. 17 Village, . 
i mos : a dance ground 

s-15 47-Fr-116 T35N,RI2E NE%,NE%,NWz, Habitation 

: . Jllv.ri.r See. 34 

i So l6 47-Fr-117  T35N,R12E MW,SW%,Sec.27 Habitation, 
cemetery 

| $-17 47-Fr-118 T35N,RI3E NEX, SW, SW Mounds 
7 OF Sec. 6 

-_ s-18 47-Fr-119  T35N,RI2E SW, SW NW Habitation, 
3 , : and SW ,NEX, cemetery : 

. NWy Sec. 26 

i S-20. -.47-Fr-120 T34N,R1L3E SEx,NWs,Sec.20 Habitation 

GIARC 47-Fr-121 T35N,RI2E SW, Nie ,NEX Habitation 
: / Sec. 36 

a GLARC : 47-Fr-143 1T35N,R12E. SW&SE%,NWk Habitation 
NEX,Sec. 36.
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Table 1 (continued) , j 

State Township/ 
‘Source . _ NumBer Range Section ‘Type i 

- * Langlade County . 

- s-2 ; 4749-2  T34N,RIIE WW, Sec. 11 Cemetery j 
SHSW 47-Ig-5 -'T34N,RLZENEX, Sec. 34 Moma 
S-l 47-Ig-7 T34N,RLIE Ws, Sec. 2  - = Campsite i 

. +19, SHSW 47-Lg-18 T34N,RI2ZE SEX, NW, Sec. 14° Mounds 
- S-21, SHSW | _ 47-1g-20 T34N,R12E NW%,SWs, Sec. 12. Habitation i 

SESW 47-Ig-21  T34N,RI2ZE NEk,SE%, Sec.25  Babitation/ 
© bas = “ae Cemetery 

SHSW = 47-lg-22 T34N,RI2E SWk, Sec. 13 Mounds i 

é . : i 

. : i 

| | | 5 

. i 

a | 4 

| i 

| i
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i Table 2: Historic ‘Sites 

forest County: T35N,R12,13 and 14E 
i i *. T34N,R13 and 14E 

teas State Township/ 
i Source Number Range , Section Type 

i Wackman; .Bir- Forest T34N,RI4E SWy,NWy NEX, Logging camp 
: mingham (1981) Service : Sec. 3 

09-06-04- 
i « 038 ie : 

Wackman, Bir- Forest. NE, SEx,NEX © Logging camp 
mingham (1981) Service , Sec. 1 Comnor Camp 

i 09-06-05- 16 (2) 
019 

vackman,Musil ‘ Center, Sec. 4 Bay Shore 
i ; (1980) ; Olid Cp Grade 

Jackman ,Musil SEX, SW: , SEX Fisher's . ‘ 
7 (1980) Sec. 9 Camp #2 

i Jackman ,Musil SEs , SW ,SWs " Commor Camp 
(1980) ~ Sec. 10 #25 

i Wackman ,Musil . SE , NAW, SW Comnor Camp 
(1980) Sec. 20 #18 

: Wackman, Musil . SW ,NE% , NW Indian 
i (1980) Sec. 6 Cemetery 

/ Jackman, Musil SW, SW ,NEX Logging 
i (1980) * Sec. 17 Camp 

vackman, Musil NE; , NW ,NEX Logging Camp 
(1980) : Sec. 29 (Jones #6) 

| Salzer, Bir- = T35N,RL1E NEx%,NE%, Sec. 24 Loaging Camp 
wdngham (1978) 
Salzer, Bir- T35N,RL2E SEx,NE%,NEX Logging 

i mingham (1978) Sec. 25 sleigh . 

CEB Atlas Sec. 27 Trading post 

i Salzer, Bir- . , NW ,NE%,SE% Poople 
: mingham (1978) ~ Sec. 35 peeling camp (?) 

. Salzer, Bir SEX, NW SEX Historic 
i mingham (1978) Sec, 35 : madden : we 

Salzer, Bir i Nit, ,NE% ,SE% Popple 
i : mingham (1978) °- Sec. 35 peeling camp 

, Salzer, Bir- , | WW NE, SW Clearing 
E ; mingham (1978) Sec. 35
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Table 2 (continued) 7 E 

State Township/ F 
| Source ~ ‘Number — Range - Section ‘Type 

7 Salzer, Bir- Sec. 26 Log building i 
mingham | 

: Salzer, Bir - ‘T35N,RI3E 3/4 mile south of Trading ; 
mingham (1978) | T36N (?) NE corner of Lake post | 

_ Metonga 

a | Salzer, Bir- | T35N,RL3E Sec. 17 & 18 Trading . E 
: ss mingham (1978) | post 

Wackman, Bir- Forest T35N,RL4E SW;,NEX,SE% Loaging 
mingham (1981) Service Sec. 13 camp i 

09-06-05-- | : 
- 504 | | 

. Wackman ,Musil NW , NW, NES Togging camp i 

(1980) Sec. 3 Connor Camps 
#10°and #11 5 

-Wackman, Musil | Sec. 26, rumning Connor RR 
| (1980) NW/SE | Grade 

Wackman Musil SWis SEX, SW Logging’ i 
- (1980) Sec. 29 - camp 

| _. Wackman,Musil Nwg , Ng , NE Logging | 
(1980) Sec. 32 Ccamp—Jones i 

7 Wackman ,Musil | | NE , SW, SEX | Logging 
(1980) — Sec. 35 camp-Jones i 

Wackman, Musil Ns,Sec. 36 Logging camp 
(1980) : Connor Camp #18 

a Wackman ,Musil - Ns ,Sec. 36 Logging Camp i 
: (1980) | Connor Camp #20 

Wackman ,Musil - | " SW4 , NE* , Ni; Logging Camp 
(1980) | Sec. 4 Connor Camp #36 Ei 

- . Wackman ,Musil 7 . SEX ,NEX , Siz Indian fish 
| (1980) Sec. 7 dam/trail 

- | | crossing i 

Wackman ,Musil SWs ,NEX , SW Logging camp 
a (1980) Sec, 17 ; 

. so Wackman,Musil NEX,NE% , SEX Logging Camp, 
| (1980)_ sec, 36 Connor Camp #16 

| SHSW | 47<Fr-113 T35N,RL3E NE%,SE%,NW, COC Camp ; 
re , and Nwz SW ,NE% 

. 7 Sec. 24 5
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i Results of Investigation 

Field: Inventory . 

i “this section relates the results of the fieid inventory. 

‘Uhe discussion includes a thorough description of the physical 

: i ‘setting of the specific parcels and survey units, and details 

j Phe methods and puchnigied of Field inventory. The results 

! oe survey in Parcels B through I are discussed “ana recommenda- 

| | : ‘tions are offered. a = 

i Patel B = ; 
i : ~ Location and Description 

; 5 = Parcel B encompasses 6.15ha (15.2 acres) in the eastern . 

i + of the SW of the SE% ,NW%, and the eastern of the NW and 

i sw of the NEX,SW%, saunian 4,T34N,R13E, Forest County. ~ 

vhis parcel is rectangular and is bisected by a former logging 

i road which trends east-west (Figures 2 and 9). 

i : : _ Physical Setting : 

i Topography ; 

i SS Glacial deposits constituting a ground moraine control 

i . the topography of this parcel. Throughout most of the area the 

ground surface is undulating and extreme slope occurs in the - 

i “northeast quadrant of the parcel (Figure 10). Local relief is 

ae “approximately 22.9m (75 feet). Soils are loams developed over 

I , brown sandy glacial till. . . - 

i % Vegetation 

: : The vegetation throughout most of Parcel B is typical of 

i the Henthorn Mesic Forest community, the dominant species being 

i ;
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. Figure 9: Parcel R, Section 4, T34N, B13E, Forest County. i
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sugar maple and white birch. Species Characteristic of the i 

northern lowland forest community comprise the vegetation in 

the swamp west of and extending into the west central portion i 

7 | of Parcel B, south of the logging road. Here, balsam fir, i 

- - white cedar and black spruce predominate. A groundlayer of | 

7 - Labrador tea and sphagnum moss is present. F 

ae 7 Present Land Use - _ _ | | | E 

a - . Other than a single test boring site (Figure 11), this 

parcel has not suffered modification from any modern activities. i 

- '. “Survey Methodology .- —°= — | i 

| .The methodology employed during survey of this parcel is 

| | | consistent with that ‘previously outlined in this report. i 

| | Systematic shovel testing of Parcel B was accomplished ; 

a 7 through a series of 12.transects maintained at 10m (32.8 foot) 

| intervals. The transect series were conducted on a north- | i 

south axis established from the aforementioned logging road. . 

Shovel probes were deployed at 10m (32.8 foot) intervals with- 

_ | in each transect. Deviation from this strategy occurred in . I 

| response to variability in local topography, i.e., extreme 

| 7 _ slope, and drainage, i.e., swamp edge, which precluded contin- i 

| ual deployment.of shovel probes. Consequently, not all tran- 

- sects contained the same number of shovel probes. Localized 

a areas, not shovel probed for specified reasons along the tran- ; 

a _ sects, were visually inspected. During the survey of Parcel 

| B 444 shovel probes were executed, i 

. | . - ,
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. Results , i 

47-Fr-149: Parcel B Midden | 

- The only cultural material recovered was historic refuse. i 

— Rusty metal containers and wire cable were encountered in three ; 

| / small concentrations which are localized within an area approxi- 

| - - mately 15 m@ (49.2 square feet) (Figures 12 and 13) Parcel B ; 

“. ss midden, 47-Fr-149, as it has been recorded in the Wisconsin 

oS . Archaeological Site Codification File, is located in the NW, i 

- : | NEX , SW% of Section 4, T34N,. RL3E. The midden is situated E 

| — in a natural depression approximately 30m2 (98 square feet) 

_ and located approximately 167m (547 feet) south of the logging i 

| | - road. The following inventory of artifacts was taken at the - 

: three concentrations: Concentration A: 9 No. 10 cans (6 1/2 i 

| lbs to 7 lbs 5 oz), 2 pieces of wire cable; Concentration B: ; 

sno. 2.1/2 can (1 1b 13 oz), 1 No. 2 1/2 can (1 1b 13 oz), 1 

| | picnic can (10 1/2-12 oz), l 20 Oz. can, 1 2 1b can; Concen- i 

| | tration €: 1 No. 10 can, 1 No. 2 1/2 can. A representative , i 

| sample of these containers was removed from the site for pur- 

a oo poses of. identification. (see Appendix D). ‘ i 

| _ All of these containers were subjected to heating as 

| | evidenced by the burned areas on the can exteriors. Although i 

- there are no identifying labels, it is likely that these were | i 

oe | food cans since all had been perforated or partially opened 

a on one end and completely opened on the opposite end. The . a 

oo former condition presumably would allow for pressure to escape 

| during heating and the latter would accommodate removal of i 

| the heated contents, | i 

| Given the presumed function, these containers are not in-
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i terpreted as associated with maple sap or berry collecting 

: activities, but rather are more probably associated with logging 

i activities. The presence of-wire. cable would support the 

; latter contention as would the land deeds (Appendix E) which 

i indicate prolonged ownership by a-lumber company. Since the 

; i cans’ ate of the modern variety and given the size of the exist- 

ok aing- tree stand, it is likely that this material dates to the 

3 i second quarter. of the twentieth century, - : 

i : ~ Recommendations for Parcel B — 

‘Site 47-Fr-149 is ineeeprened as a midden associated > 

i : wees Sogolae: ‘courations in the area. This activity has been 

, i : tentatively assigned a the second quarter of the twentieth 

i cenbiey: A representative sample of metal containers and wire 

i cable has been recovered from the site area and no additional 

/ evidence of human activity was: encountered. We contend that 

i the site contributes no significant information about twentieth 

J . sentury logging operations and therefore it is recommended that 

no further investigations are necessary at the site. Further-— 

J . more, AS additional investigations are warranted in Parcel B. 

i Parcel C : 

| i - Location _and Description , 

. : Parcel C is rectandulae and sonsdets of 6.5ha (16 acres) 

I in the NE and NW% of the SW%, SWk, Section 4, T34N, R13E, % 

i . Forest County (Figures 2 and 14), 

t |



_ | PAR CEL C 0 50 lOO METERS F 

| | IG ACRES o 200 400 FEET J 

} Figure 14: Parcel C, Section 4, T34N, RI3E, Forest County. }
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i Physical Setting | 

| . Topography - 7 

i | ot "Generally the topography here is slightly undulating . 

7 ' “Figure 15).-.A restricted area ‘in the north central section | 

- csiextremely irregular, having kriolls and depressions as well 

i — as surficial boulders and poorly developed soils. Immediately 

- west of this area.is a lower lying, highly pitted clearing be | 

| «itich is contiguous with the crescent-shaped swamp north of | 

| | nis parcel (Figure 15). Also, a small wet depression is lo- 

| cated in the south central section of the parcel. Local relief 

i is 17m (56 feet). : oo ; | 

-_ i Soils are consistent with the topography and include loams / 

i nd sandy loams over glacial till. 

i ot Vegetation  - a CO | 

a = The vegetation grades from predominantly sugar maple and 

. white birch in:the southern margins, to mixed basswood, yellow 

i | ‘yirch, and maple in the northern margins. Alder, elm, and bass- 

~ood are found in the wet depression. Vegetation in the clear- 

i ing consists primarily of grass with scattered shrubs. 

4 --- Present Land Use. | 

J 7 A single test boring site is located in the southwest 

. corner of Parcel C. The only other disturbed area encountered 

| i was the clearing. The absence of trees coupled with the highly .- 

| irregular, pitted ground surface suggests modification, not 

i Aecessarily recent in occurrence, No other evidence for pre- | 

1: vious Gisturbance was observed.
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i Survey Methodology 

"Shovel probing was inplenentea in this parcel, A series 

i f 12 transects maintained at 10m (32.8 foot) intervals on an 

i . ast-west axis wi towed for complete survey coverage. Shovel 

S robes, a total of 342 for the parcel, were dug continuously 

I within transects as topographic conditions permitted. Addi- 

oti tionally, an intensive walk-over using a metal detector supple- : 

: i sented shovel probing in the clearing. ~ oe 

i Results ae ne : a Ne : 

I “No cultural material was ‘recovered nor was evidence for 

rehistoric or historic occupation -encountered during the ; , 

: i eaEES oe survey in Parcel C. It should be noted, however, 

subsequent to the intensive walk-over of the cleared area, it 

i was Getermined that this area had been disturbed as a result 

1 o£ borrowing activities associated with the construction of 

two old legging roads. adjacent to the east and west sides of 

| the clearing. , 

J Recommendations for Parcel C : 

Since no evidence for prehistoric or historic occupation 

fi was encountered during the course of survey of Parcel C, it 

i appears that proposed developments here will have no impact 2 

i on euicered : resources. 

i | | |
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Parcel D a | | i 

‘Location and Description 

| a ~ Parcel D is rectangular and encompasses 5ha (12.4 acres) i 

| | in the NWk and NEX of the SW, SEX, Section 36, T35N, R12E, i 

7 | - . Forest County (Figures 2 and 16). | | 

- | - | Physical Setting 7 | 

oo : Oo Topography | no 5 

- : | _ Situated in what is described as a drumlinized upland area, _ 

| - this parcel is characteristically undulating (Figure 17). Re- i 

- | a lief ranges from 495 to 515m (1625 to 1690 feet) for a dif- J 

_ ference of 20m (65 feet) in local elevation. Soils are essen- 

a tially similar to those in Parcels B and C, although in this | | 

a area more gravel is incorporated in the soil. Surficial rocks 

4 | and boulders are also prevalent here. At the western boundary E 

~ ' there are several interconnected wet depressions. i 

an Vegetation . i 

7 Throughout this parcel the vegetation consists primarily 

, . of white birch with some sugar maple and a relatively dense 

understory of bracken fern. - | 

| 
_ : Present Land Use : | 

| / The only evidence of previous disturbance is the presence E 

, -. ofa gravel pit at the southeast corner of the parcel. It was i 

| , apparent Guring field investigations that extraction operations 

ee at the gravel pit had ceased some time in the recent past. i 

4 Survey Methodology | 5 

| | Total survey coverage was accomplished by means of a series
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4 9 
i Af 

i a o- 50 100 METERS 
* PARCEL D go). 2 ee es ee 

3 i | 12.4 ACRES / yt 9 "200 400FEET 

a, | “a & 

: rT rigure 16; Parcel D, Section (36, T35N, R12E, Forest County. .
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: of 12 transects established at 10m (32.8 feet) intervals main- 

tained in an east-west direction. In this case the interval 

| _ between shovel probes within each transect was 15m (49 feet). 

| -. This interval was realized in the discrepancy between the 

4 | | calculated number of probes required per transect and the num- 

i 7 ber actually deployed. It was attributed to topographic — | 

ss irregularity which created pacing error. In Parcel D 312 
{ . Shovel probes were. executed. ee | | - oS . 

. j - ocr. Resuits. -_ Loe ST : — 

- 7 cS: ‘During: the course: of- survey in this area, no cultural 

i | material was recovered. | | | 

i Recommendations for Parcel D . : + 

i | 2 Based upon the negative results of the archaeological 

| | survey, it is determined that proposed developments in Parcel 

; . D will have no averse” effect on cultural resources, hence, 

i | no further investigations are recommended. a " a | 
i . : | STD ae : 

j _ Parcel E | | - a | a | 

| Oe / Location and Description . | - , 

i - Parcel E comprises approximately 15ha (37 acres) located 

. in the Ws of the NEX and SEX of the NEX, Section l, and in the 

i | N% Of the NWk; NEX, SE, Section 1, T34N, R12E, Langlade " 

} i County (Figures 2 and 18). 0 , 

I | | Physical Setting | | 

| - Topography . | 

i | The. ground surface of Parcel E, which is situated ina



Co : + LITTLE SAND 60 
| | .» > | LAKE Roap | i 

S | =“ [| SURVEY UNITS AandB ' 

| > | 

) _ | O 50 100 METERS | 5 

0 290 490 FEET 7 5 

. . ‘ / 
: 

e . \ 
| 

Figure 18: Parcel EF, Section 1, T34N, R12E, Langlade County.
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i glacial outwash area, is typically pitted and drainage is poor. 

The terrain slapes slightly from west to east and-local relief 

l : is negligible at 3m (10 feet) (Figure 19). Soils include loams 

; and sandy loams having poor to moderately developed humus. 

i | | 
_ Negetation : 

| Maple and birch are the dominant species while beech, 

i basswood and poplar occur less frequently. As a result of 

selective cutting, aspen saplings have regenerated and are 

I very dense in a few scattered localized areas and near the 

. southern margins of the parcel. - " 

i | | | 
. Present Land Use ; .. 

i No recent land modification, other than selective cutting 

i activities, was evident in Parcel E. 

Survey Methodology 

i At the time archaeological survey of Parcel E was initiated, 

| access was restricted to the northern half of the parcel which 

iS privately held. Consequently, the parcel was divided into 

} two units, A and B, which were surveyed on separate occasions. 

i : Survey Unit A 

Survey Unit A encompasses the northern half of Parcel E. 

i The ground surface gently slopes east and drainage varies from 

ae fair in the western half to poor in the eastern half. Vegeta- ; 

i tion consists primarily of maple and birch (Figure 192) which 

i in the southern portion is interspersed with. beech, basswood, 

- and aspen thickets; A marsh is parallel to and extends into 

i the eastern section of the survey unit (Figure 19).
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i ‘ Survey was initiated in the northwest corner where tran- 

ect series were established on a north-south asia: A series 

i of eight transects maintained at 10m (32.8 foot) intervals and 

i 208 shovel probes estamiteduhe 15m (49 foot) intervals were de- 

_ ployed in the-survey of the western half of the ‘unit. ‘Since 

i wet conditions in the eeanedh: hale of the unit precluded shovel 

cesting, this section was subjected to visual inspection. 

a | Survey Unit Bo 

t 3 ‘The guound surface in Whit Bis similar to that in Unit A 

. 2 Sina is-more plttea in the eastern section. Vegetation is 

i orimarily maple with scattered birch, oak, aspen, and balsam 

i fir. An aspen thicket dominates the southern portion. 

Survey procedure involved shovel probing at 15-meter in- 

i ervals within six transects established at 10-meter intervals 

| nad maintained along a north-south axis. During the ‘course of 

survey, 156 shovel probes were excavated. Areas omitted from 

i hovel probing but subjected to visual inspection include the 

.spen thicket and the low, wet pitted eastern section. - i “ 

Results . . 4 

i No evidence for prehistoric or historic occupation in this 

| i parcel was encountered during survey. 

Recommendations 

I Since no cultural material was recovered or evidence for 

i prehistoric or historic occupation encountered, no further 

investigations are recommended. 

i aes * 
l
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Parcel F oo ; 

- Location and Description | = 

| '° Parcel F represents a potential railroad route approxi- i 

| | Mately 2km° (1.8 miles) in length and 6lm (200 feet) in width | 5 

and encompasses 19.9ha. (49 acres). The route is contained 

| within the following quarter sections from north to south: i 

_ NE and SEX of the NE, NEX Section 20; sw of the NEX, NE% I 

Section 20; SW% and SE of the NW, NE Section 20; SEX of 

| the NEX, “yw Section 20, NW of the SEX, NW Section 20; j 

SO SEX of the Sw, NW Section 20; NE and SEX of the NWk, SW ) 

Section 20; NE% and SEX of the SW%, SW Section 20; and the i 

| oe NEX and SEX and SW% of the NW, NWz, Section 29; and the NW | i 

| ’ of the SWk, NW Section 29, T35N, R13E, Forest County (Figures 

2 and 20). | i 

| 7 — Physical Setting | I 

| : - Topography 

- oe Swamp Creek bisects the potential railroad route which i 

traverses both pitted outwash and drumlinized upland areas. | 

The area of pitted outwash is essentially that section | 

| _ of the potential route north of Swamp Creek. Generally this | 

| area is low, wet, and exhibits small scale irregularity or 

7 cradle-knoll microtopography. This cradle-knoll microtopo- I 

a graphy is the product of numerous storm induced tree throws. i 

Soils are poorly developed and typically are of the mor variety. a 

Boulders and rocks are scattered throughout the area. The i 

ee area is dissected by two small streams and swamp~-like condi- | 

tions are prevalent. Local relief is only 7,6m (25 feet). i
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) South of Swamp Creek the route parallels the western slope i 

base of a drumlin. Topography is slightly irregular and local 

| relief is 15.2m (50 feet). Boulders and rocks are common and i 

| | - gravel is incorporated in the loamy soils. i 

| Vegetation | So | i 

a | so, | The vegetation in this parcel reflects topographic anomalies. 

; Se | . North of Swamp Creek in areas of swamp-like conditions, approxi- 

- | mately 6.37m (21 fect), the species. observed include balsam fir _ 

. - . and hemlock, with a groundlayer of labrador tea, ferns and i 

- 7 mosses (Figure 21). In a single, isolated, low, wooded area } 

| the vegetation consists of mixed hardwoods and conifers in- 

| cluding balsam, elm, alder, poplar, and birch. The species z 

common in the higher wooded areas are maple, basswood, birch, 

| | poplar and balsam fir. Approximately 426 linear.meters (1397 I 

| / feet) of right-of-way is under cultivation and crops include i 

| oats, potatoes, and hay. | | 

- | South of Swamp Creek sugar maple and white birch dominate, i 

| while balsam fir, basswood and poplar are restricted to low . 

| areas. A poplar thicket created by clearcutting activities i 

os, . occurs at the southern terminus of the route (Figure 22) - i 

| Present Land Use | a 

| | ~ Several sections along the potential route exhibit evi- 

a . dence of disturbance. The activities associated with this J 

| apparent modification are clearcutting operations (Figure 21) . 

and farming. Approximately 608 linear meters (1994 feet) have i 

| . been previously modified. | i
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f Survey Methodology | 

: The potential railroad route is 2km. (1.8 miles) long and 

i | 61m. (200 feet) wide. To facilitate controls in survey, the 

route was divided into two survey units, with Swamp Creek | 

| i serving as the dividing line. In each unit survey was con- 

: [ | ducted by means of a double series of three transects.. Each 

ne transect series was established on either side of the right- - 

#f | / of-way centerline. survey was initiated at either the sou- ~ 

. ' thern or northern terminus of each unit and proceeded toward 

| ee Swamp Creek, where the reverse procedure began .--. This metho- 

a | dology allowed for total coverage of the right-of-way. | 

. - Survey along transect series involved the implementation | 

I . of different techniques in response to varying conditions of 

i | topography, drainage, and ground cover. Surface collection was 

os restricted to areas of exposed ground surface, i.e., cultivated 

j a fields. Approximately 350 linear meters (1148 feet) of right- 

a of-way was subject to surface collection. Shovel probing was 

i | conducted along 1628 linear meters (5340.feet) of the potential 

f , route. Selective shovel probing and walk-over “survey was im- 

plemented along approximately 1004 linear meters (3293 feet) 

i of right-of-way in areas of swamp-like conditions, pitted 

| topography, and previous impact. Intensive shovel probing, 

i . | wherein intervals between probes were reduced to 5m(16.4 feet), 

| | was conducted within that section of the right-of-way situated 

| on the terrace above Swamp Creek. a 

4 Se | 
7 _ Results | 7 

i | | Two locations of human activity were encountered in Parcel 

i 7
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F. The first of these represents a remnant of a contemporary | i 

log structure. Local informants suggested that the Building , 

: - was never completed and thus, never occupied. Depicted in 

| . Figure 23, the structure is not considered to possess any i 

historical or architectural significance. The second locus is 

| | somewhat equivocal. Locally, the area is known as Keith — i 

/ | | : Siding and appears to have been related to the Wisconsin and q 

| . . Northern Railroad (now the Soo Line). A small amount of 

: | | historic debris was collected from an oat field south of Keith i 

— | Siding road and immediately west of the Soo Line tracks. | 

- | AS indicated in Figure 23, there are no structural fea- i 

| tures apparent at the time of the Survey. As well, inspection i 

| of detailed aerial photographs failed to provide enlighten- 

: | ment. This is perplexing as local informants indicated that i 

_ | the siding was an active community between 1910 and 1929 and 

. | consisted of a railroad station, warehouse, general store, i 

- post office, and several houses. Presently this site is a 5 

| cultivated field having no evidence other than twentieth 

: century ‘garbage to document the presence of a former town. | 

oo Archival search has been frustrating in that we are unable to i 

| precisely locate Keith siding. | 

- - Recommendations | | 5 

| From the information at our disposal we are unable to a 

, a recommend that any further investigations be conducted in the 

- | project.area. Finally, no further recommendations are made i 

| for investigations in Parcel F. w a . 

a t
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Parcel G oo i 

~ Location and Description | | F 

: ' Parcel G consists of 62.7ha (155 acres) comtained in ] 

| ' portions of the following sections: Nw, NEX, and SWk of the f 

SE%, NE%, and the NWy, NE%, SW of the NEX Section 36, T35N, 

, R12E, and the NW%, NE¥, and SW% of the NW%, NWk, Section 31, i 

' - T35N, R13E, Forest County (Figures 2 and 24). Sand Lake a 

| : Road and Little Sand Lake Road cut through this parcel. | 

po Physical Setting | : i 

| - "Topography : | ee | i 
| 7 The topography of this parcel is controlled by two glacial : 

: features, a drumlinized upland and outwash, both of which con- i 

tribute to local ground variability. The terraim is level to J 

| | moderately undulating with localized areas of kettle-knoll relief 

: - and slope. Relief in the parcel is 20m (66 feet). Soils vary a 

| | . with local topographic conditions and consist of loams and sandy 

- a loams developed over glacial till and mor soil over boulders I 

and rock. | : i 

The northeast corner of Oak Lake as well as the inlet of 

| this lake are contained within this parcel. ; a 

| | Vegetati on - ; 

| Throughout most of this parcel sugar maple and white birch | 

| are the dominant species (Figure 25). Balsam fir and hemlock - q 

were commonly found on wet, low areas, and poplar, immature 

| birch and bracken fern were observed in areas of previous : 
| se disturbance associated with clearcutting activities (Figure 25). i
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f " Present Land Use . 
she The areas presently disturbed are restricted to two re- 

i sidential properties, one of which serves as the field station 

3 €or Exxon Minérals. Company. Areas-previously disturbed as the 

I . result of clear-cut activities now exhibit dense immature “ae 

i secondary growth. . 

| "survey Methodology rg 
= | a, ‘To facilitate field investigations, this large parcel sii 

i lividea into more manageable narey units. These arbitrarily , 

selected survey units were et convenient size to allow for 

i strict control over shovel probe transects. : 

i _ Parcel G wate dividea into four survey units identifiea as 

Units A through D. In the Zoi eles section the survey metho- 

i lology employed in Units A and B ia discussed conjointly white 

' units C and D axe tresked separately. : 

> Survey Units -A and B ie 

i . Survey. Units A and B are located in.the northeast corner 

i of Parcel G (See Figure 24). These units form a triangular - 

section, the boundaries of which are the north and northeast 

I oarcel — and a former logging road and Little Sand 

Lake Road on the west. These units encompass approximately 

i 5 hectares, (15 acres) of land. 

] eiedinna surface is moderately level and vegetation consists 

a of sugar maple and white birch, 

i During the course of systematic shovel probing, eight 

transects containing a total of 160 shovel probes and 26 tran- 

i sects containing 254 shovel probes were deployed in Units A and 

i



B, respectively. a | 5 

Survey Unit C | i; 

. | “Survey Unit C consists of approximately 10.lha (25 acres) 

| located west of the previous units and bounded on the north and i 

west. by Sand Lake and Little Sana Lake roads, respectively, and i 

| _ by the parcel boundary on the. south (Figure 24). . 

7 - The topography in this survey unit varies from slightly a 

| - undulating in the northern half to highly irregular, kettle- 

- — knoll relief in the southern half. Sugar maple and white birch { 

| | _ are the dominant species and immature popple‘occurs at the i 

7 extreme southern margin of the unit. | . 

7 SO a Total survey coverage was realized by means of 35 east-west 7 

: | transects. In this case intervals of 15m(49 feet) between | 

- | transects reflect pacing error attributable to topographic i 

| o irregularity and avoidance of private property. A total of j 

| 453 shovel probes were deployed. | 

| Survey Unit D 

Survey Unit D encompasses approximately 46.5ha (115 acres) i 

oe located south of Sand Lake Road and west of Little Sand Lake | 

Road and bounded on the west and south by the parcel boun- ~ i 

| | daries (Figure 24). | ; 

| Variability in ground surface characterizes this survey 

: unit. Moderately undulating conditions exist in both the . q 

northwest corner of the southern one-third of the unit and 

extreme slope occurs at the southeast margins. The predomi- i 

| nant vegetation of these areas is sugar maple and white birch. a 

| From the northeast corner extending into the central section
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f is a relatively wet, low area through which the inlet of Oak | 

| Lake flows, northeast to southwest. This area is pitted and 

f | -ocky and has little soil development. Hemlock, balsam fir, 

| _ olack ash, alder, and popple are the dominant species. The 

q ipparent disturbance in this area is related to former clear- 

| cut operations. mo | . 

| | Survey of this unit was initiated at the northwest corner 

f where the first transect was established 20 meters (65.6 feet) ; 

1 outh of Sand Lake Road. This distance allowed for avoidance 

| ‘< the previously disturbed area adjacent to the road. Survey 

if _ransects were maintained on an east-west axis at 15m (49 foot) 

“antervals. Again this interval reflects slight procedure — | 

i -odification in response to problems generated by local topo- 

i ‘raphic, hydrologic, and floristic conditions. Continual ” 

“novel probing was executed within transects where conditions 

j permitted, whereas selective shovel probing was conducted in | 

Low wet areas having poor soil development, in areas of extreme | 

i Lope, and in areas previously clearcut.. A total of 45 tran- 

/ sects and 1486 shovel probes were dug in Surveying this unit. 

f Results . | | 

| During the course of survey of Units A,B, and C, no 

{ ~vidence for prehistoric or historic occupation was encountered. 

However, survey of Unit D resulted in the recovery of 

I cultural material, and surficial evidence associated with } 

i EWwo prehistoric sites, 47-Fr-121 and 47-Fr-143, and two 

nistoric sites 47-Fr-146 and 47-Fr-147, Each of these sites 

i 1s discussed below. | 

i
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47-Fr-121: Oak Lake #1 i 

| This site was first reported by Salzer and Birmingham (1978) I 

| | as locus 4853. They reported the recovery of a single quartz } 

| . | flake, a kaolin pipe fragment, window glass, and stove parts. i. 

| mo Given the intensive investigation carried out under this 

| | scope of work, 47-Fr-121 is interpreted here as solely repre- i 

- | : senting prehistoric occupation and all historic material in the J 

| . "immediate area-is associated with 47-Fr-145, Exxon Structure 

and Midden #1.- 000° 7 | 7 

, | oo Oak Lake 21, or 47-Fr-121 as it is recorded, is located 

- | on the northeast side of Oak Lake, in the SWk, NWk, NEX, of i 

| Section 36, T35N, RIZE. The site is situated on the north side | i 

of the inlet approximately 50m (164 feet) from the shoreline 

| (Figure 26). An access road to Oak Lake from Sand Lake road ; 

| | bisects the site area and has disturbed a portion of the site 

- SO | (Figure 26). Shovel testing coupled with surface collection i 

- confirmed the site location. Although intensive shovel 5 

| testing, as prescribed for site areas (see Methods and Tech- | 

7 niques) ‘was conducted, site boundaries could not be conclu- fi 

: sively determined. the site is approximately 75m (246 feet) | 

 NW/SE x 35m (115 feet) NE/SW. | i 

| Cultural material recovered during inventory consists ; 

- of lithic artifacts including flakes and cores manufactured 

| - from both quartz and chert (see Appendix F). 7 

| | - 47-Fr-143: Oak Lake #2 i 

: Oak Lake #2, or 47-Fr-143 as it has been recorded, | 

represents a prehistoric Site located along the northeast i
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corner of Oak Lake, south of the inlet, This site is situated a 

in the Sw and SEX, NW% , NEY of Section 36, T35N, R12E 

a (Figure 24). ; 

| : | Oak Lake #2 consists of 43 prehistoric circular pits and J 

associated occupation area (Figure 27). | Based upon the dis- | 

tribution of pits and tentative determination of occupation a 

| / | area, the site is approximately 150m (492 feet) NE/SW x 50m 

- (164 feet) E/w: - Oo : 7 . q 

: During the course of inventory both | ceramic and lithic , a 

ee materials were recovered. Shovel probes yielded a few grit- 

| 7 tempered cordmarked sherds and chert Flakes, as well as fire- a 

| cracked rock (see Appendix C). | _ . 

| 47-Fr-145: Exxon Structure and Midden #1 | 

| a This historic Site, recorded as 47-Fr-145, consists of 

: - ‘two surficial features: a foundation of a structure, and an f 

a | associated midden or refuse dump. | 

/ The foundation is locatec approximately 75m (246 feet) a 

from the northeast shore of Oak Lake and 30m (98 feet) north- ; 

east of the access road on the northwest side of the inlet. 

this site is immediately northeast of 47-Fr-121 and is adja- a 

; cent to an old road which is barely discernible. Specifically, 

. | the site is located in the NW%, SW%, NEX of Section 36, T35N, i 

R12E, | | q 

| ‘The foundation is actually a berm constructed of ground 

| borrowed from pits adjacent to the structure, The berm, i 

| which vartes in width, provided insulation along the outside i 

. base of the superstructure. No remnants of the superstructure
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remain. The foundation is approximately 9m (29.5 feet) N/S x ; 

6m (20feet) E/W. The east wall of the foundation was in- 

—_ discernible. A circular pit approximately 2m (6.5 feet) in , 

. | _ diameter is located in the southwest corner inside the i 

| structure (Figures 28 and 29).. Two borrow pits were located 

| | On both the north and south sides of the foundation. Parts of a 

| | -.’ a Franklin stove and fragments of barbed wire were found along 

OC ' the south berm. Undoubtedly not associated with, but located i 

| a near, the structure is a barbeque grill of the rectangular , 

a - ° stand variety popular during the 1960s. | 

| a . The associated midden is located approximately 55m (180 a 

| feet) east of the foundation (Figure 30). An inventory of . — 

| artifacts in the midden includes the following: i 

. : | metal beer bottle case (Citizen Brewing Co. of Antigo, 
circa 1899-1920) . ; 

two 50-gallon drums (1 makeshift stove) | 
| . | one 25-gallon drum (makeshift stove) 

. wire cable ™ | f 
a stove pipe 

. five. galvanized buckets 
: | white glazenware " 5 

| @ight wagon wheels (hubs and rims) 
six "tobacco lunch pails" | 

7 11 tin cans | : : 
stoneware jug 

oe bottle glass (quart milk bottle) : 
. round kerosene can | | | 

a gas can | : a 
— | tin cup and bowl 

tin tea can, A&P | 
| brown crockery : i 

, metal dry sink | 
. | one goodyear truck tire 32x6 | 

. ceramic pipe tile G 
| me ~ two wooden barrel hoops . . 

| Several of the artifacts recovered from the midden were ; 

| datable (see Appendix D), Based upon these items it appears 

‘that the midden served as a refuse dump over an extended period i
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of time. | A few items such as the brewery case, "tobacco" cans, a 

wagon wheels, and tea can probably predate 1920, while the 

a metal drums and rubber tire postdate 1920. i 

| | | A review of the tax rolls and land deeds (see Appendix G) a 

| | for the l6éha (40 acre) tract within which 47-Fr-145 is located, 

| | failed to provide specific, information concerning ownership j 

- oe and construction of the structure. ee 

Oo a | Finally, it should be mentioned that at this juncture it i 

: has not been conclusively demonstrated that the midden and f 

a structure represent the Same occupation. However, a comparative 

| - - analysis of materials recovered would seem to suggest contem- i 

| poraneity of the structure and midden, and the latter serving | : 

asa refuse site intermittently over a period of perhaps half 

, a century. | | | : ; 

- | a 47-Fr-146: Exxon Structure #2 an i 

oe | This historic site also consists of a Foundation of a i 

| structure located in the NW%, SW%, NEX of Section 36, T35N, 

R12E. The foundation, or berm, is located approximately 100m i 

an (328 feet) east of Oak Lake and 50m (164 feet) south of the 

| inlet (Figure 24). — : _— : i 

Oo The berm is approximately 9m (30 feet) E/W x 5m (16 feet) i 

| | N/S. A circular pit approximately 2m in diameter is located 

in the interior west side. From this pit the following inven- { 

tory of material was recovered, 

| one No, 300 can (14-16 oz). | | i 
| | one Ivory detergent can (12 oz) 

| one 1/2 pound Hills Bros, coffee can 5 
one Dinty Moore stew can (1 1 /2 lbs) 

oe g
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i four screw-top glass jars 
a one bean . 

| : one Salada peanut butter - 
f | two unidentifiable 

. “Whether this refuse was associated with occupation of the 

i Structure or represents some later dumping is presently un- 

| determined. Again the tax rolls and land deeds (see Appendix 

t ot did not yield information on ownership or construction of 

f sis structure, .-- - 0 |. a 

r | Recommendations for Parcel G | 7 7 

| Since no evidence for prehistoric or historic occupation | 

a vas encountered in survey units A,B, and C of Parcel G, it 

- as Been determined that no further archaeological investiga- : 

| 'i10ons are required. However, the following recommendations 

i -e offered for the prehistoric and historic Sites located in 

v“urvey unit D of Parcel G. 

i 47-Fr-121: Oak Lake #1 
47-Fr-143: Oak Lake #2 

i Since it was specified in the scope of work that archaeo- 

i logical sites encountered during the course of inventory will 

rhe evaluated to determine site significance and eligibility 

| f un terms of the specific criteria for inclusion on the National 

Register of Historic Places, Oak Lake #1 and #2 were subject | 

i to preliminary evaluation procedures. These procedures involved 

| i selective and judicious deployment of test excavation units in 7 

the designated site areas, A discussion detailing the 

i eyaluation of these sites is contained in the section entitled 

: Byaluation,
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‘AT-Fr-145: Exxon Structure and Midden #1 5 
_ 47-Fr-146: Exxon Structure #2 

a _ A preliminary evaluation of these historic sites was , 

| realized through a records search which involved a review of 

tax rolls, land deeds and plat maps dating from the original i 

land ‘surveys (see Appendix A) in 1864 to 1935. Asa result 5 

_ oo Of this research no specific information with respect to ow- 

7 -. nership or construction of these structures was: obtained. | i 

| ‘Furthermore, the association: of the structures and materials 4 

a recovered at each site remains dubious. Finally, the function i 

| 2. oF these structures and their internal features (pits) have not i 

- been determined through this preliminary evaluation. a ' 

- Therefore it is recommended that in an effort to identify i 

| | these structures and associated features, in terms of 

| association, temporal placement, function, and Significance, i 

| vO additional evaluation and recovery be conducted should the f 

proposed developments directly impact both 47-Fr-145 and 47- 

oo Fr-146. a : 5 

Parcel H . / i 

: | | Location and Description 

| _ Parcel H consists of 169ha (418 acres) of land located i 

| in parts of the following sections: the SEX and SWk of the i 

. | SEX and the SExy and SW% of the SW%, Section 29, T35N, R13E; 

the NEX and the NW% and the N%& of the NW and NEX of the { 

| SW, and SEX of the NEX%, Section 31, T35N, R13E; the NW and 

SW of the NW and the NEY and SEX of the NWk and SWk of the a 

| oo SW%, Section 32, T35N, R13E; and the NEX and N& of the SEX i 

| of the NWk, NWy, Section 5, T34N, R13E, Forest County (Figures
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i ) and 31). oo 

; i Physical Setting 

; . ae 

i As in Parcel G_the landform in Parcel H is controlled-by a 

ivumlin landscapé-gfound moraine ~and outwash.” The terrain is 

a uriable throughout the -parcel and ranges from moderately un- 

f ‘ilating in the west and north central sections, to extreme ; 

o slope in the northeast corner, and low swamp-like areas in the 

i northeast, central and southern sections. It appears that the 

i st lowland located in the central section of this parcel served 

sa post-glacial drainageway. Duck Lake and the large swamp 

i surrounding it are forsted immediately south of the parcel 

ooundary and the latter extends marginally into Unit F. : 

i HLlevations venge from 540 to 4gem (1770 to 1600 feet) fora 

| ‘ifference of 52m (170 feet) iéeall relief. Soils conform to 

ocal topography and are predominantly loams over glacial till 

f in areas of substantial relief, and mor and organic soils in 

Low areas. : : . 

i | . 
Vegetation 5 7 ; a : 

i The vegetation in this SatoeD varies with | tepoanaphbe and 

I hydrologic conditions. Sugar maple and white birch are domi- 

nant species in upland settings. In lowland areas, which are 

J comparatively numerous in this parcel, species commonly en- 

: countered include hemlock, alder, ash, popple, elm and yellow 

i birch, cedar swamp and bog also occur in this parcel. Stands 

i : of immature maple, basswood, and poplar, as well as raspberry 

§ :
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i and blackberry occur in areas previously disturbed. Grass 

glades interspersed with hemlock, -balsam fir and cedar were 

i also observed. BS , af One 

a | Present Land Use_ _ | a . | - , . 

| | : | At present this parcel exhibits Secondary vegetation 

| i | growth. The areas previously modified include two @rill sites 

| , - and several small clearcuts. oe - . | Oo 

=o Methodology | tie ~o0 nin che oe | 

i So <7 The methodology implemented” in. this: parcel resembles that 

i | | | employed in Parcel G. That-is,.Parcel H was divided into con- 

- venient survey units which allowed for greater control’ of survey 

| ‘technique. The seven survey units were again arbitrarily 

; selected and designated as Units A through G (Figure 31). ° The 

i es methodology utilized in these units is discussed below. 

i oe Oo Survey Unit A : . 

| i | Unit A consists of 64ha (158.acres).It is a/rectangular 

| shaped unit forming the northern section of Parcel H (Figure 

; . 31). ) | | 

- Ground surface in this unit varies from hilly in the a 

i , northeast (Figure 32) and eastern margins to moderately and 

i | slightly undulating and low in the central and north central 

sections, to irregular at the western margins. In areas of 

} sO greater relief, sugar maple and white birch are dominant species, 

| Pitted, rocky, wet, low areas contained stands of immature 

i popple mixed with alder, ash, as well as hemlock, balsam, 

i | yellow birch, and maple. A cedar swamp extends into the north
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i central section of the unit. 

Survey of Unit A commenced at the northeast corner, | 

i Since the southern boundary of the unit was marked, transect 

J series were established on a north-south axis, Shovel probing 

| within transects was both continuous and selective as dictated 

. by topographic conditions and drainage. Extreme slope, swamp, 

| : and rocky wet lowlands required selective probing and visual 

ft “inspection. | Transect intervals were maintained at 15m (49 

' feet), often with great difficulty given the variability in 

ground surface. Accounting for probing selectivity, a total 

i ‘of 2888 shovel probes were completed. | 

; Survey Unit B | 

| - | Survey Unit B is a rectilinear unit consisting of approxi- 

i mately 8ha (19 acres). It is located on the eastern boundary 

f of Parcel A and bordered on the west, north, and south by an 

| old logging road (Figure 31). | 

i 7 — The ground surface is very irregular, pitted and rocky 

| 7 throughout, and wet and low in some areas. Soil development is _ 

i | poor in this area. An intermittent drainage which flows west 

i inte Duck Lake bisects the unit. Vegetation is composed pri- 

| marily of immature maple and birch as well as hemlock and 

i balsam fir. | | 

| | Since the unit appeared, on the basis of environmental 

i co factors, to have little, if any, potential for harboring occu- 

i pation areas, a l5m (49 foot) interval between and within 

shovel probe transects was selected as adequate survey coverage. 

i | Four transects were oriented on a north-south axis, and the 

, |
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first and last of. which were located within 50m (49 feet) i 

of the east/west boundaries of the unit. Given the afore- 

| mentioned conditions, shovel probing was selectively con- e 

| ' ducted, In this unit 224 shovel probes were executed. ; 

| - Survey Unit C ne | | Oe | j 

a oe Survey Unit C is situated south of Unit A and north of | 

a _ Unit B. The boundaries of this irregularly Shaped unit are i 

| - found on the north by the section line between Sections 29 and -_ 

| . 32, on the south and west by a logging road and on the east by E 

| the parcel boundary (Figure 31) - This unit also is pitted, ; 

| rocky, wet and low, and has little soil development (Figure 33). | 

| Vegetation consists of hemlock and balsam fir interspersed i 

| | with glass glades, as well as immature maple and birch. | 

7 | | Total survey coverage in this unit was realized through a E 

“series of 36 transects established at 10m (33 foot) intervals i 

| on a north-south orientation. Shovel probing within these 

| | transects was conducted at 10m (33 foot) intervals on both 5 

| a continuous and selective basis as ground conditions warranted. i 

| Within this unit 486 shovel probes were dug. | 

| oe - Survey Unit D | - i 

This survey unit is situated south of units B and F, i 

- | between the logging road on the north and Sand. Lake Road on 

a the south and between the east and west parcel boundaries i 

(Figure 31). _ . | | 

- The ground surface in Unit D ranges from moderately a 

| undulating in the southeastern margins to pitted, rocky, wet i 

| lowland throughout most of the remaining unit. A swamp 

oo i
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extends from the southern border, through the central section, i 

to the western margins of this unit (Figure 34). Maple domi- 

- nates in areas of high relief, whereas immature poplar and i 

' maple, and hemlock interspersed with grassy glades are common i 

in lowland: areas. The latter areas appear to have been 

previously disturbed, possibly as a result of logging activities. : 

} | Oo Survey was initiated at the southeast corner, and tran- 

| | . : sects were established on a north-south axis. . Shovel ‘probing i 

} became selective in response to topographic irregularity. i 

Since the central . section of the unit was swamp and rocky wet 

| Lowland which precluded continual shovel probing, this area j 

| / was subject to visual inspection. Shovel probing, again on‘a | i 

| selective basis, was conducted parallel to the western margins | 

| of the unit. During the course of survey, eight transects } 

| and 322 shovel probes were deployed. 

Survey Unit E 

oo | This survey unit comprises the western extension of Parcel i 

H. The boundaries of Unit E are formed by Sand Lake Road on 

the west, the section line between Sections 31 and 32 on the i 

a @ast, the section line between Sections 30 and 31 on the north, i 

| and on the south, the southern boundary line of the parcel 

_ (Figure 31). . : | | i 

ot The ground surface throughout much of this unit is © 

moderately undulating with rocky lowland near the eastern : 

7 margins, and kettle and knoll relief in the northwest corner, | 

oS Vegetation consists of sugar maple and birch, 

- Archaeological survey of Unit E was accomplished By means i
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of 28 transects maintained on a east-west axis at 15m (49 foot) i 

intervals and 916 shovel probes executed at 15m (49 foot) i 

7 | intervals. Again these intervals as well as the selectivity 

' in shovel probing are a response to local topographic . 

variability. ent oo ae ; 

me oo Survey Unit F — | | 

a - 7 Survey Unit F is an irregularly shaped area bounded on the f 

| | west by Unit E, on the north by the logging road, Units C and B | 

oo | on the east, and on the south by Unit D. "The southwest limits r 

oo are marked by the parcel boundary (Figure Bi). i 

_ The predominant landscape in this unit is rocky, pitted, | 

| | wet lowland which represents a marginal extension of the swamp i 

oe Surrounding Duck Lake to the south. The ground surface near J 

: the southern margins of the unit has more relief and is slightly 

a “undulating. The vegetation encountered in the wet lowland i 

| a includes hemlock and balsam fir interspersed with grassy 

| . Glades (Figure 35), as well as dense stands of immature maple 5 

| and popple with some basswood and beech, and a ground cover i 

of ferns. At the southern margins mature maple is prevalent. 

° Given the aforementioned conditions wiich precluded . i 

| shovel probing, only the southern and eastern margins of the 

| : unit were subjected to testing procedures. Selective shovel i 

7 probing was conducted along a series of nime transects of i 

| oe varying length resulting ‘in a total of 240 probes, That area | 

| : not shovel probed was yisually inspected, i 

a i
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Survey Unit G i 

Unit G is located at the southern tip of Parcel H and 

: includes that area south of Sand Lake Road. | i 

: Generally the eastern section of this unit exhibits | i 

greater relief than the western portion. An intermittent drain- 

| age flowing south from the. swamp in Unit D bisects Unit G,’ | / 

| 7 | and enters. Deep Hole Lake at its northeast corner. The area : 

| | adjacent to, and for the most part west of, this drainage is | 

| rocky lowland. © Two exceptions to this condition exist in the F 

| os southwest corner of the unit where there appears to be a former 

os beach terrace, and along the extreme western margin. Vegetation i 

| 7 in the eastern and extreme western sections and in the south- | f 

| west corner is sugar maple and white birch. Lowland areas 

| - contain dense stands of popple, elm, and alder (Figure 36). i 

| — Much of the low area, especially that adjacent to the drainage 

: - and in the northwest corner appears to have been previously i 

a disturbed. | - i 

— Shovel probing was conducted on both a selective and 

intensive basis but was restricted to surveyable areas. A i 

: series of six transects was established in an east-west 

-  Girection at 15m (49 foot) intervals. Probing was selective i 

; in pitted, rocky lowland and previously disturbed areas. In- i 

_ | tensive shovel probing was executed along the former beach 

terrace since it appeared as an area of high potential for [J 

| harboring prehistoric occupation. Intensive procedures 

involved a reduction of the shovel probe interval to 5m(16 

| a feet), A total of 128 shovel probes were deployed throughout i 

| Unit G, |
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| Results oe | i 

‘The only cultural material encountered during the course 

os of the inventory of Parcel H was historic debris found in i 

. | Survey Unit G. This material has been identified as the i 

Deep Hole Lake midden. : : : oe 

a 47-Fr-148: Deep Hole Lake Midden | 

, oo -. This historic site consists of a midden and several asso- i 

: | | . ciated features (Figure 37) located in the SEX, NWk, NW of | 

oe | Section 5, T34N, R13E. The site is situated ona terrace i 

a approximately 50m (164 feet) from the northeast shore of Deep i 

: Hole Lake, on the north side of an intermittent drainage flow- 

ing into the lake (Figure 31). i 

- | | Three concentrations of historic material comprise the 

- | midden. An inventory of artifacts and approximation of size E 

| - was taken at each concentration. Concentration A was localized i 

within an approximate 2m2 area (10.75 square feet) (Figure 38). 

- . - Contained in this concentration were: i 

| | | eight No. 10 cans | | | 
' sheet metal : | i 

ll No. 300 cans | 
wire cable | 7 , 
one rubber boot — | F 

| pieces of ironstone ware 
| one 4 oz prescription bottle embossed with Sloan's 

Liniment (circa (1905-1920). i 

| | Concentration B contained an assortment of approximately 

— . 145 cans, 5 bottles of various sizes, one tumbler, and frag- J 

Oo ments of ironstone ware... The numbers of items inventoried 

were determined solely on the basis of visual inspection and i 

| thus can be taken only as approximations. It is likely that ; 

a 5
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i more items exist beneath the surficial debris and leaf litter. 

The material was distributed within a minimum area of 54m | 

i (208 square feet) and a maximum area of approximately 5m (16 | 

[ feet) N/S x 9m. (30 feet) E/W. (Figures 37 and 38). 

oo | - . A representative sample ofthese materials was recovered | 

J from the site for the purpose of laboratory identification. 

; - The types of cans found in the midden include: _solder-top 7 

tT | folded seam condensed milk.cans, pre-1932; No. 10-cans; No. 

; | 300 and No. 303 cans (16-17 oz.) ; ‘No. 2 1/2 cans; picnic cans; 

and 46 oz cans.- While there were no labels, these. cans probably 

i contained a variety of food items including condensed milk, 

fruit, vegetables, SOUpS, pork and beans, and meat products. | 

i | se | The bottle types include one paneled prescription bottle 

i - {embossed Tanlac- on base); one 2 oz. drugstore bottle: two | 

ee l-quart bottles; and one green glass crown cap bottle. General- 

a ; ly all of these bottles date circa 1905-1915. 

| Concentration C contained one old gas can, wire cable and 

: one .No. 10 can. ee ) 

i , : ~ Surficial features associated with midden concentrations — 

A, B, and C, include: a | | | - 

i | ~ | a possible privy, 2m (6.5 feet) in diameter and 80cm 
oo - 7 ' (31.5 inches) in depth 

| a Circular pit of undetermined function, lm (3.28 feet) 
F in diameter and 40cm (15 inches) in depth 

a square depression approximately 4.4m (14.4 feet) in 
a . width and 1.2m (3.9 feet) in depth (see Fiqure 37). 

a - No additional features were noted; however, it appears 

i - that the adjacent area has suffered some modification which 

| may have disturbed other features, |
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' Recommendations for Parcel H | i 

: Since no evidence for prehistoric or historic occupation 

a was- encountered in survey units A,B,C,D,E, and F, it has been i 

a . determined that proposed developments here will have no adverse i 

| impact on cultural resources, The following recommendations 

- are made with respect to survey unit G. | 5 

gga pe148 | a | i 
- A preliminary evaluation involving a records search of 

; tax rolls, land deeds (Appendix E), and plat maps failed to | i 

| | - provide substantive data pertinent to site identification and ; 

function. : - | 

| / - The site is. located adjacent to a former narrow gauge } ; 

— a railroad right-of-way. A depot serving this railroad was 

- - _. formerly located approximately 0.4km (0.25 mile) east of the ; 

| . -- southeast side of Deep Hole Lake which is actually. a misnomer i 

| a | of "depot." | | 

7 | . According to the land deeds, ownership of the léha (40 i 

7 acre) tract was initially held by Chicago and Northwestern 

| Railway Company and later by Underwood Venier. While it E 

oe cannot be stated conclusively, a plausible interpretation is E 

_ that the site may represent a temporary rail camp of a lumber 

| company. : : , 

_ Should the proposed developments directly impact on | 

| SO 47-Fr-148, it is recommended that further evaluation procedures i 
a 7 inyolying excavation and recovery be conducted in an effort i 

| to determine site significance. _ 

oo i
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i Parcel I ne - | 

“Location and Description | | 

5 | - Parcel r encompasses 115ha (284 acres) located in parts 

[ _ -* the following sections: the Es of the NWk and SWk and Wx 

/ oe the NE and SEL, NWK, NW Section 2; the E% of the NW% and 

i sw and-Wk of the NEk and SE%, SWk, NWk Section 2; the Es 

_ "og the NW and the WE% and SEk of the NWk, SW Section 2; the 
A 0% of thé SW Section 2; the Nw and Nx of the Sik, sw 

i “action 2: the Nw and NEY 7 of the SEY Section 2; and the Ns 

| a8 the sw and SEX, SEX Section 2, T34N, RIZE Langlade County ; 

| i “he NW and NEX and N4s of the Swh and SEY of the NW, SW 

| seetion 1; the NWk and NE and Ne of the sw and SE of the’ 

q TEX, sw Sketion 1 and the Ws of the Ww and SW of the NW, 

i wk Section 1, 1T34N, R12E, Langlade County (Figures 2 and 39). 

: I Physical Setting | | 

Topography os 

i The topography of the parcel ‘reflects a arumlin land- 

scape on a ground moraine. As expected, the ground surface 

f | -hroughout the parcel is undulating with localized and hilly 

i and wet lowland areas. ‘Areas of extreme slope occur predomi- 

| uantly in the west and southwest sections, and minimally in 

i the west. central section. Wet lowlands are found in the north- 

_— west corner of the northern extension, and in the eastern 

q : section. Two intermittent drainages, serving swamps north 

i oF the parcel, flow southerly through the eastern extension 

: of the parcel and feed into wetland pockets there, Surficiral 

i boulders and rock are scattered throughout the parcel, and 

a
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i ‘earns over glaciai till, mor, and organic soils are character- 

istic. Local relief is 39m (129 feet). 
i ; 

Vegetation : 

i The wet lowland area in the northwest corner is the edge 

i ot an expansive swamp locatea west of the parcel. In this area 

the vegetation is typical of northern lowland forest communi- 

i ties, including species such as hemlock, balsam fir, black 

spruce and tamarack. The two prevalent species encountered 

i in the pitted, rocky, wet lowland areas in the eastern section, 

i ad on the eastern and western slopes and slope bottoms in the 

central and ves tex’ wecktons are hemlock and balsam fir. In 

i ireas of higher relief in the central and north central sections, 

the vegetation consists of sugar maple, white birch and bass- 

i wood interspersed with oak and sparse maple understory. 

i Present Land Use 

[ , Secondary vegetation growth covers the entire parcel and 

.8 particularly dense with saplings in a’ few areas recently 

i clearcut. The only other evidence of modern disturbance other “ 

than the logging activities are a single test drilling site 

i and a seasonally used hunting-cabin. 

i Survey Methodology 

: Given the substantial size of this parcel it was divided 

I into manageable units to accommodate systematic survey, Seven 

i suryey units identified as A through G were arbitrarily selected, 

— weogeck executed in each unit is discussed below, 
i ‘ : 

i
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| Survey Unit A | . ; 

| Survey Unit A is located in the southwest corner of 

: Parcel I. The boundaries of the unit are formed on the west i 

| - and south By the parcel border, on the east by a logging road, f 

| | and on the north by the Jacobson property line (Figure 39). 

- | Unit A is hilly with local relief greater than 30.5m © i 

OO (100 feet)... The terrain exhibits extreme downslope to the i 

OS west (Figure 40)..- Vegetation consists of maple, birch, ash, - 

Be and poplar, as well as hemlock, balsam fir and white pine. } i 

| - ss Heavy bear activity in this area is inferred from the great 

ae 7 quantity of scats. | i 

: — Given the extreme topographic conditions which precluded | i 

‘shovel probing, the methodology employed was walkover survey. 

| The area was subject to visual inspection along 15 transects i 

a maintained at 15m intervals in a north to south direction. 

- | During the course of survey, cultural material and evidence i 

- for historic ‘occupation was encountered in Unit A. A dis- i 

| cussion of this site is included in the Results Section. 

| | Survey Unit B | | | i 

a The boundaries of this unit are formed by a logging road i 

| on the west, an old road on the east, and by the parcel boun- 

| Garies on the north and south (Figure 39), i 

an The ground surface from west to east slopes upward gently p 

7 oo on the south end to steeply on the north end, is level in | 

| : the central section and slopes downward continuously to the ; 

| | eastern border. Sotls are sandy loams with gravel and | 

} ‘scattered boulders. The vegetation consists primarily of maple, i 

oo i
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| birch and basswood with maple understory and oak occurring in i 

the north central portion. Hemlock and balsam were commonly 

found along the eastern margin of this unit. 

| Archaeological survey was accomplished through shovel 5 

probing conducted primarily on an intensive basis although 

| selectivity in probing was exercised in areas of slope. i 

, 7 | - Shovel probes were deployed at 10m (33 foot) intervals within 

| | : 36 transects established on an east-west axis at 15m (49 foot) i 

a intervals. A total of 940 shovel probes were excavated. 

| oo. ‘Survey Unit C | | . os i 

7 7 Unit C is located east of Unit B. “The ground surface is 

- - relatively low, irregular and continually slopes downward from i 

: | west to east. At the southeast corner is a small swamp. Soils 

— are loams and clayey loams with gravel. The vegetation in- i 

: a _Cludes maple, birch, hemlock and balsam fir and a groundcover i 

- of grass and ferns. | | | 

- a Shovel probing was conducted at 15m (49 foot) intervals i 

| within a series of lé transects established on an east-west 

axis at ‘15m (49 foot) intervals. A total of 208 shovel probes : 
| were deployed during the course of survey. | 

| | Survey Unit D - i 

a The boundaries of Unit D are formed by Unit B on the west 
ae and south, by the parcel boundary on the north and by a north- ; 

| east-southwest trending logging road on the east (Figure 39). 

| Generally ‘the terrain is leyel to slightly undulating but i 

: Oo , moderate slope occurs along the western margin. Gravel is i 

| incorporated in the loamy soil. Dominant species are maple
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I and Balsam fir interspersed with birch, poplar, and oak. 

| | Survey of Unit D was accomplished through shovel probing 

i | at 10m (33 foot) intervals within a series of 20 north-south 

r - transects established at 15m (49 foot) intervals. As a result, 

228 shovel probes “were dug. a - | oo a | | 

i oe Survey Unit E. os | | | | 

; -- ss The northern,.-eastern, -An@"southern boundaries of Unit E 

| coincide with the parcel boundaries and the western boundary of 

i + the unit is formed by Units C.and D (Figure 39) J: 

f oe ‘In general, the terrain in Unit E-is undulating. Near the 

| western margin the ground surface is level and somewhat pitted. ~ 

| i | Moderate slope interrupted by two intermittent drainages and | 

Lo Swamp characterizes the ground surface in the eastern and 

i southern extensions of the unit. Soils in areas: of higher 

i | ' relief include loams-and sandy: loams, whereas—in: low areas, 

| soils are poorly developed clayey loams with gravel and rock. 

i Boulders are. scattered throughout the unit. In the southern 

| extension in areas of higher relief, mixed maple and poplar 

E | | saplings dominate but are interspersed with scattered mature 

i maple, birch,- and hemlock. Balsam fir, cedar, and tamarack 

- | comprise the species of the low. wetlands and swamp. Elsewhere 

f : in the unit mature maple and birch dominate and hemlock is more 

7 common in the western section. Low wetland species are con- 

| E oe fined to the southeast margin of the eastern extension, | 

i - Shovel probing in Unit E was conducted ain both continuous 

and selective bases in response to drainage and local topo- 

i } ‘graphic conditions. Selective probing and visual inspection 

: a
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were employed in areas of slope, swamp, and rocky lowland. [ 

Survey in the southern extension involved selective j 

7 probing and visual inspection within 12 north-south transects 7 

_ maintained at 15m (49 foot) intervals. The same procedure ; j 

was conducted in the remaining section of the unit where 15 . 

a | east-west transects served in survey coverage. During the i 

ee course: of survey in Unit E, 503 shovel probes were excavated. | ; 

: - / 7 Adjacent to the intermittent drainage near the eastern mar- : 

7 — gins is a clearing. “Intensive probing and visual inspection i 

| did not reveal any evidence of former occupation. 

7 -- Survey Unit F 

| ...° The boundaries of this square unit are formed by. Unit B i 

on the east, Unit G on the west, Unit A on the south, and the ; 

| ° parcel boundary on the north (Figure 39). : 

| 7 The ground surface is undulating and moderate slope occurs i 

- along the western, eastern, and southern margins. A narrow, . 

rocky, wet depression trending north-south bisects the unit. i 

7 Soils include loams and clayey loams over glacial till. The 

- vegetation consists primarily of balsam fir with some maple and , 

birch interspersed. oR hunting cabin is located along an old i 

o logging road near the boundary between Units F and A (Figure 39). 

/ Survey of this unit was accomplished through selective i 

_ shovel probing and visual inspection. These techniques were ; 

ae dictated by the presence of slope, extremely dense vegetation, 

- and wet. soil conditions, Shovel testing was more or less con- i 

tinuous in the northwest corner of the unit where the ground 

_ surface was relatively level. During the course of survey a i
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i total of 23 transects maintained at 15m (49 foot} intervals 

a along a north-south axis and 120 shovel probes were executed. 

Survey Unit G 

i Survey Unit G is the rectilinear northern extension of 

z the parcel. The western boundary of this unit coincides with | 

| i oe the parcel boundary (Figure 39). - | 

i 7 The terrain in the southern half of the unit exhibits 

| | moderate. to extreme slope with a localized, relatively level, 

i ae . high area along the eastern margin. Here, an area has been 

| disturbed As the result of drilling activities. The northern 

i ; half slopes down to a swamp on the.west. An intermittent . 

| | drainage flowing east-west bisects the unit and drains into 

- | the aforementioned swamp. Soils are poorly developed loams 

i | with gravel and rocks. The vegetation consists primarily of 

I _ balsam fir interspersed with cedar, poplar, birch, and red- and 

7 white pine. Alder, white cedar, black spruce, and tamarack 

i - were prevalent in the swamp. | 

Selective shovel probing and walkover served as the tech-— 

i niques employed during the course of survey. The area shovel 

i _ . probed was restricted to that small level section parallel with 

| | the eastern border. The remaining portion, consisting of 

; : either slope or swamp, was subject to walkover. Survey was 

oe conducted along 10 north-south transects maintained at 15m 7 

[ (49 foot) intervals. A total of 60 shovel probes were deployed - 

, 7 at 15m (49 foot) intervals within and between transects.



| — Be 116 i 

| Results a , | | i 

‘During inventory no evidence of prehistoric or historic i 

occupation was encountered in Survey Units B,C,D,E, and G. | fi 

| However, historic cultural material and features were found in ; 

| Unit A, and .a structure was encountered in Unit F. 7 ; 

a | 47-Lg-23: Parcel I Logging Camp © 

a | a In survey Unit A, a complex of historic features and i 

| a historic material was encountered at the apex of an old logging | 

7 | _ road spur (Figure 39). The site represents an early twentieth i 

| | century logging camp located in the NW, SEX, SWy of Section i 

7 2, T34N, RIZE, Langlade County. | 

- | a The features which have been identified include three ; 

a structures, a root cellar, and a pump house (Figure 41). 

oe Historic debris was scattered over the entire site area. ‘Two 

| | - structures (berms) identified as 1 and 2, may actually repre- i 

| : - sent a single large structure such as a bunkhouse and dining . 

| a room separated by a dingle. However, the dingle area has been J 

. Gdisturbed by what appears to have been a road. It thus remains i 

7 aifficult to identify Structures 1 and 2 as a single large 

structure or two smaller structures. At the southwest. corner i 

- - of Structure 2 several old stove parts were lying on the berm - 

| / exterior. Together the structures are approximately 18.5m f 

a (61 feet) in length and 13m (43 feet) in width. Structure 3, 

Oo | which also is a berm feature, is approximately 7,5x5m (24.6x i 

| | 16.4 feet). The interior contained a metal bucket, a galyanized : 

, wash tub and six No. 10 cans, The root cellar was constructed 

into the hillslope and is approximately 3x4m (9.8x13.1 feet). i
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It contained numerous No. 10 cans. The pumphouse is 3m (9.8 i 

. feet) in diameter. Adjacent to the pumphouse were two barrel i 

hoops and a portion of a pump with a manufacturer's mark of Kelly- 

a : How-Thompson Co., Duluth, Minn. Historic debris scattered I 

- _over the site area consisted primarily of assorted. cans and 

. bottles. A small sample of cans collected from the site in- I 

| ao -. cludes: .. sok 2 . o i 

ee fae | one solder-top-condensed milk can, No. 1 tall- (pre-19 32) 
a _ one No. 2 can 

| one No. 10 can [ 
of / one "lunch pail" can . q 

/ : two beer cans (Pabst and Blatz) / 

— : The sample of bottles which were collected includes: I 

OT Ae one 4/5 quart brown glass liquor bottle (post-1932) 
-. .* one Log Cabin syrup bottle (marked 30¢) i 

: one 2-pint’ glass jug 

: (These bottles were recovered from different locations I 
: se in the site area.) a . 

pe three 4/5 quart liquor bottles (two with screw tops) j 
. (post-1933) : 

, two 1/4-pint Liquor bottles (one brown, one clear glass 
* with screw top (post-1933) J 

- (These bottles were recovered in or near Structure 1.) 

oe one l-quart liquor bottle (broken) : i 
: one-1/2 pint rectangular cork top bottle / 

, (These bottles were recovered near or in Structure 2.) i 

Approximately 120m (394 feet) south of the logging camp i 

is the partial remains of a structure of undetermined function 

a3 : (Figure 42), An association between this feature and the l 

: logging camp cannot presently be established, 

s While no additional features were encountered during I 

: inyentory, the possibility of more structures at this site i
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does exist. Such features are easily obscured by the dense i 

vegetation and ground cover including high grass and berry : 

_ bushes, characterizing this disturbed area. | 

a During survey of Unit F a structure was located north of a 

| ae the logging camp. on the same logging road spur. The structure | | 

| - . appears ‘to be a seasonal hunting cabin-which is currently used. i 

In Size the structure is approximately 30m? (323 square feet). 

7 oo | ; Various modern items are strewn about the structure. | A 

- ~ Recommendations for Parcel I | : | fi 

| ee Since no evidence for prehistoric or significant his- J 

. a toric occupation was found in survey Units B,C,D,E,F, and G, : 

- oo - the proposed developments will have no impact on cultural re- i 

sources and thus no additional investigations are recommended : 

ot in these areas. | | 

| a a In Unit A, however, the discarded rubbish including cans ; 

and bottles are, for the most part, post-1930 refuse. On the a 

Oo other hand, a few of the items are of pre-1930 origin. It J 

| — seems likely that the camp dates from the post-pineries or hard- ; 

. | woods era, yet the meagre earlier cultural material could be 

-remains from late nineteenth century logging activities. As i 

7 : a result, we recommend that the site be avoided if possible. 

Should development plans require alteration of the land surface i 

- at this location, it would be appropriate to conduct more E 

oo | thorough archival research and test excavations to evaluate the | 

| Site in terms of the eligibility criteria set forth by the i 

| so National Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. 

i
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i | HISTORIC SITES LOCATED OUTSIDE OF THE PROJECT AREA | 

i _ On August 26, 1981, accompanied by Mr. Howard Lewis, and 

“x. Douglas Kincaid of Exxon Minerals Co., Mr. Gregg Egtvedt 

. += the Department of Natural Resources (D.N.R.), and the field 

— crew investigated several sites located outside of the project: 

i ea. These sites were noted by D.N.R. personnel during the 

i o~urse of a wetlands study and were examined because of their 

a lose proximity to the project area. Of the following sites, 

i cane first two are located on Exxon property previously surveyed 

P ay Béloit Céllege. The third site is located on land not 

| vrxesently owned by Exxon. The locations of these sites are : 

| i noted in Figure 43. 

i 47-Fr-144: Skunk Lake Structure and Midden 

a This’ historic site consists of a foundation (berm) of a 

i ycructure, an associated midden, and privy (Figure 44) located 

. La the SEX, NWk, SEX of Section 30, T35N, R13E, Forest County. 

“‘e-site is situated on. the west side of. Skunk Lake on a point 

5 . of land which protrudes into the lake. It is located imme- . 

| liately east of an old logging road. | | 

i , The dimensions of the berm are approximately 13m E/W x | 

i /,5m N/S (42.6x24.6 feet). The berm is not easily discernible 

" ‘given thé thick cover of vegetation including a large spruce, 

i | dense saplings and grass mat (Figure 45), A cream-colored _ 

a furnace brick with the name Strasburg and one screw top glass 

} jug with a loop handle were found in the interior of the 

E . structure, _ 

I a
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i The structural remains of what appears to have been a 

privy is located north of the structure (Figure 44), Contaimed 

i : in the midden (Figure 46) to the east were the following items: 

1s . sheet metal ms: ‘< 
i stove part 

"thermos" can “se : ox. . 
condensed milk can {post-1931)- 7 - 

| top of a Coleman lantern . Sas 
“+. 1. one #2 can with nail handle,\open top.and perforated. 

; bottom -° iis ; 
i *. sone, 2-quart. Kerr. wide-mouth- mason jar-with prune pits 

‘ one 8 oz. glass screw-top jar : : 

one 1,1/4 qt glass screw-top-jar ee 
one-4/5 quart (post-1933) liquor bottle 

". a+ One l-pint. liquor bottle aN 2 
, one broken glass bottle (size indeterminant) 

i “47-Fr-150: Plant Site Structure anc Midden . 

, i - 1 , This historic site is located near the northwest corner 

of the proposed plant site in the SWk, NW%, SW of Section 30, 

i T35N, R1L2E, Forest County (Figure 43). i 

i : : The site consists ofa partial foundation of a structure, 

; the east wall of which is presently indiscernible. The exist— 

i a ing berm is approximately lim NE/SW x 7m NW/SE (36x23 feet). 

An interior pit approximately ‘Im (3.28 feet) deep is situated 

i near the southwest corner of the structure (Figure 47). A 

i Sample of artifacts in the midden which was partially buried 

includes: , 

a - ten No. 10 cans , 

a approximately 100 condensed milk cans: assorted No. 1 
a talls and small (pre~1932) 

i -. one-tin pudding pan. oe ‘ eee 
one l-cup coffee pot 
1 Acme flour sifter: 

i . one cocoa’ tin 
‘ one barrel hoop * 

a braided wire 
. window glass 

i one broken hurricane glass
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i three Broken bottles 
. one top to Baking powder can reads: “True Height 

Can" Guaranteed KG 
{ . one broken plate, white ironstone (burned) - 

one oval clear, pressed glass salt/sugar container 
; one broken crock, brown and white ware 

i Burned butchered bone (unidentifiable mammal ‘rib) 

oT Only a sample of items was taken from the midden for : 

i \dentification. Much of the historic material was surficially 

i i distributed; however,. a portion of the midden was covered. 

. The site had been partially disturbed by wat moving 

I sctivities associated with test drilling and power cable i 

i Lacement. ; : 

. z 47-Fr-151:. Berry Lane Logging Camp . . 

i This logging camp is located approximately 0.47km (0.75 

i iles) west of the junction of Hemlock Lake Road and Berry : 

Lane in the NEX, NEX, SW of Section-29, T35N, R13E, Forest 

i County (Figure 43) - The former camp is ina clearing on the 

south side of Berry Lane, -immediately east of a large swamp. : 

i Several features make up the site including: one large 

| structure approximately 3lm E/W x 9m N/S (102x30 feet) 7 one 

rather small structure approximately 8.5m E/W x 10.3m N/S_ 

i (28x34 feet); a root cellar approximately 3.5m2 (38 square , 

i Feet) and 2m deep (6.5 feet) with an entrance 3m (10 feet) 

- Long; nearby is a midden approximately 5m2 (54 square feet); 

{ snd a pumphouse which measures approximately. 4.5m2 (48 square a” 

feet] with a 16.4m (5 foot) pipe exposed (Figure 49), 

i The midden contains an assortment of cans of various 

' sizes the most prevalent being No. 10 cans and condensed milk , 

cans. 

J -
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i Recommendations _ 

| | 47-Fr-144: Skunk Lake Structure and Midden . a. 

i | ~ It ‘appears on the basis of historic material recovered 

i -rom the midden that the former structure on Skunk Lake~- 

; | >ost-dates 1933... A review of the land deeds amd tax rolls | 

a ‘Appendix E) failed to provide information specific to con- 

: | | w2truction, ownership,- and function of this structure. - . 

tT | _ On the. basis of the investigations, both field and: | 

1 | sechival,. that indicates. a.late.date for the site;-it:is:not - 

/ | id kely to. yield information of “historical significance... It 

i . : 1s therefore recommended that no: additional investigations | 

t be conducted. . a | F . | 

; 47-Fr-150: Plant Site Structure and Midden : | 

f It appears, based upon the historic material recovered 

i com the midden,. that the site was occupied during the first 

quarter of the twentieth century. No specific information | 

a | soncerning ownership and function of the structure was con- 

| tained in the land deeds and tax rolls (Appendix E) ° 

i - : Our failure to determine ownership, time of occupation, 

i or function of this ‘site through analyses of tax rolls: and | 

| : | deed records makes it difficult to argue for historical 

f | significance of ‘AT-Fr-150. The cultural debris sampled from 

ae the midden is indicative of a 1920s occupation, although it | 

| co , is not clear as to whether this was a farmstead or one of the 

i | ubiquitous hardwood camps, In addition, owing to the previous 

disturbance at the site, we would recommend no further 

f investigations be conducted at the site.
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47-Fr-151: Berry Lane Logging Camp . i 

As mentioned, this site presently is not located on Exxon i 

: Minerals Company property and therefore no further investi- 

_ gations are warranted, a 

‘ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATIONS FOR NATIONAL. i 
7 So REGISTER ELIGIBILITY | 

- As previously noted the prehistoric sites, 47-Fr-121 and 

- 47-Fr-143, which were encountered during the course of inven- i 

: | tory were subjected to evaluation procedures. These procedures 

oS were authorized by Exxon Minerals Company even though they did i 

| | not anticipate disturbance of the area adjacent to Oak Lake | | 

| Where the sites are located. The limited test excavations and : 

laboratory analyses of cultural materials, soil samples, and , 

| ' radiocarbon assay of-charcoal from archaeological contexts | 

| | were agreed upon by GLARC, Inc. and Exxon. | f 

| . | Several major questions were addressed during the evalua- i; 

: | tion. The first of these was to determine the extent to which 

47-Fr-121 had been disturbed by past land-use activities. The a 

sO site had been bisected by an early access road, a pond had 

| been excavated between the archaeological deposit, and a field i 

| visit indicated that earth moving activities had been con- / 

—_ ducted. Thus; a major line of inquiry regarding 47-Fr-121 

was: did the site contain areas that had not been disturbed J 

- so that the integrity was intact? 

| 7 A second aspect of the evaluation of 47-Fr<121 was to 

| | determine the period of occupancy and to identify the pre- f
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i istoric culture(s) manifest in the material remains, Finally, 

| We sought to determine whether the earlier recovered historic | 

i cemains reflected historic occupation at 47-Fr-121, or, if the 

: meported clay pipe fragments were perhaps from the nearby 

_ “JeFr-145 (Salzer and Birmingham 1978). - a . " 

| i Similar concerns were directed to :-47-Fr-143 which is 

| iocated to the south of 47-Fr-121, across the outlet of a small 

q ‘reek. At 47-Fr-143, several clusters of circular depressions 

| i aad been noted during the inventory. .Closer inspection and | 

| cemoval of recent forest litter revealed: that many of these , 

f depressions were, in fact, purposefully constructed pits of 

i unknown origin. Thus, in addition to the questions of con- 

text, culture history, potential for floral and faunal remains, 

/ ve sought to determine if the pits were associated with the 

7 ‘mmediately adjacent habitation area, south of the concen- 

i tration of pits. As well, even though refuse and storage pits 

i are not inigue architectural features at either historic era 

or prehistoric archaeological Sites, 1t is extremely rare to 

i | encounter such pits where their origins are still obvious on “ 

the surface. In the overwhelming number of cases, the origins 

i of such architectural features have been disturbed by agri- 

e cultural activities or other more recent land-use. 

Finally, we were concerned about the functions these pits 

{ might have had if they did reflect prehistoric behavior, Should 

| they be determined to he prehistoric ricing pits they would be 

i quite novel, As well, if they seryed in either of the afore- 

f mentioned functions contexts we sought information regarding 

. what was stored, or in the case of refuse disposal, the 
r | .
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likelihood of dense concentrations of diagnostic artifacts was i 

a possibility, : | | | 

oo -. ° Both of the Oak Lake sites, which represent the only evi- i 

| ~ dence for prehistoric occupation in the specific project area, i 

are located in survey Unit D of Parcel G on the northeast side 

| of Oak Lake. The Sites here have been treated as separate’ } 

} oe occupations and thus have been assigned different site codi- 

—_ _ _ fication numbers. | | , ae 

| : “> . Prior to evaluating each site a grid which encompassed both» i 

| | — | sites were established from an arbitrary datum surveyed into a 

| Forest County % section marker between Sections 25 and 36, | i 

| | T35N, R12E (Figure 52). | | a 

oe 47-Fr-121: Oak Lake Site #1 | : ' 

) | Site 47-Fr-121 is located on the north side of the inlet 

| | to Oak Lake approximately 50m(492 feet) east of the shoreline. i 

oe | Two 2x2m (6.6x6.6 foot) test units were established in | , 

: | _ the site area as it was determined through shovel testing. 

Test Unit I, 25-27E, 28-30S, was placed over a productive shovel f 

SO probe and a second test unit at coordinates 27-29E, 44-465 

: “was located in an area which appeared to have been previously i 

disturbed by road grading activities. The rationale guiding A 

| this latter placement was to allow for a determinatiom of in- 

— - tensity of previous impact, | | 

a | Test UnitI was first selected for excavation. Excavation 

7 was conducted in arbitrary lOcm (3,9 inch) leyels. Vertical i 

| | control was maintained by ground elevation readings taken from f 

i
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f surface level at the northwest corner of the unit. Inventories 

of cultural materials recovered during excavatiom are attached 

i | to this report as Appendices C and D. . an 

f | Level l, humus to 10cm (3.9 inches) below surface, contained 

both: histeric-and prehistoric material including: pieces ofa | 

| rusted metal container and chert and quartz flakes and rough | 

- ‘rock. - - cee -- Ee 

ty a In Level 2, 11-20cm.(4.3-7.8 inches) below Surface, his- 

i toric material was-found only in’the upper level:portion. At 

oe | this level, a large quantity of lithic material: was recovered 

i from the eastern half of the unit, particularly “mear the east 

f | wall and in the southeast quadrant. The lithic material cchsists 

of chert flakes, as well as quartz flakes, projectile points, 

ft wedges, and cobbles and associated shatter. Burned bone was 

recovered from the northern. half.of the unit. Three small 

i ‘sherds of pottery, one of which is a rim, were also found in 

i 7 | this level. At the bottom of Level 2 grey podzol soil,repre- 

senting the B horizon, was evident throughout the unit except 

f in the northeast corner (Figure 53). . In the northeast corner 

| a dark brown/black stain appeared at the bottom of Level 2. 

i Rough rock was concentrated within the stained area. This : 

a stained area may represent a subsurface feature in situ, but 

a more likely it is a continuation of the A horizon as a profile 

| i | of the north wall seems to indicate (Figure 53), Soil samples a 

were extracted. from Level 2 for laboratory analysis, | 

i - At Level 3, 21-30cm below surface, the orangish/reddish 

s -soil of the C horizon is essentially sterile with the exception
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f of two chert flakes and a single quartz flake, the source of 

which undoubtedly is the B horizon. | | 

i : —_ It appeared on the basis of the quantity and quality of 

a | ~ cultural materials recovered from test excawation unit l, 

coupled with the natural stratigraphy, that the proposed un- 

| - disturbed portion ‘of 47-Fr-121 was indeed mot disturbed. It | 

: 7 . 7 was thus determined that additional excavatiion.was unnecessary 

tI - | : to secure a determination of eligibility foxr 47-Fr-121, and 

. i | given the number” of diagnostic artifacts recovered from | 

Oo undisturbed contexts, no additional units were excavated. 

{ 7 The diagnostic materials consisting of triamgular quartz | 

. | projectile points and cordmarked grit-tempered ceramics are’ Oe 

5 definitive of a Lakes Phase occupied as defimed by Salzer (1969). : 

j | A detailed discussion of the cultural material recovered dur- 

a ing excavation is included in the Laboratory Analysis section. 

47-Fr-143: Oak Lake Site #2 7 

a : Site 47-Fr-143 is located on the south side of the inlet 

| to Oak Lake (Figure 52). The site consists of 43 prehistoric. 

i | circular pits and associated occupation area. | 

i — Excavation strategy in the occupation area of 47-Fr-143 

was the same as that used at 47-Fr-121. A Single test excava- 

f tion unit, test Unit. 2, 45-47E, 206-208S, was established over 

a six productive shovel probes. Excavation was again conducted 

f | in arbitrary l0cm (3.9 inch) levels and vertical control was - 

i : maintained by ground leyel readings taken Zrom surface level 

| | at the northwest corner of the unit, 

: . Level 1, 0-10cm (3.9 inches) below surface, consisted of
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black sandy soil representing the humus. Cultwral material i 

recovered from this level through screening included chert 

flakes, quartz flakes and cores, grit-tempered cordmarked a 

- _ pottery sherds, and rough rock. The distribution of this a 

| material at the bottom of Level 1, as well as two areas of : 

oe differential Soil staining is illustrated in Figure 54. The I 

- stain extruding from the south wall of the unit was mottled 

: TS _ white sand: which appeared to contain ash. The stain extruding i 

| | from the east wall: was.mottled white sand which also appeared a 

| to contain ash, adjoined by a dark black, greasy, organic | 

| stain. A soil sample was extracted from this ‘Sttain for labora- 5 

tory analysis. a i 

Level 2, 11-20cm (4.3-7.8 inches) below surface, consists 

- of grey mottled sand representing the B soil horizon. While , 

| oo excavating the first 5cm (1.97 inches) of Level 2, an abundance 

7 of pottery sherds was recovered from the northeast corner and i 

| center of the unit and a large quantity of chert and quartz 5 

-artifacts was found along the west wall.. The stain which ex- 

oy | truded from the east wall at the bottom of Level 1 was no : . q 

| longer apparent at 15cm below surface. In the lower 5cm’ of 

a Level 2, only a few artifacts were recovered from the eastern i 

| one-third of the unit. At the bottom of Level 2 (Figure 54), i 

the stain extruding from the south wall was dark red/brown 

a compact sand that appeared burned, Surrounding this dark a 

a oe stain was another, lighter in color and less compact. The 

| stained area was designated Feature 2. Given the compact i 

nature of the sand and the color of the stain, Feature 2 has . 

| tentatively been identified as a hearth despite the absence of 

oo s
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fire-cracked rock. A soil sample of Feature 2 was extracted i 

for laboratory analysis. Along the west wall near the north- 

| west corner of the unit was a mottled white stain which appeared E 

to contain ash. Another stain was discernible in the southwest a 

a _ quadrant of the unit at the bottom of Level 2. This black, 

- greasy, Circular stain was designated Feature 1. Burned | 

. | } ‘bone, pottery, and quartz Flakes were recovered from this | i 

a | 7 feature. In profile, Feature l appears as a basin-shaped 

, | pit | (Figure 55) - In profiling Feature 1, half of the soil was 5 

- | fine screened in the field using 4mm (1/16 inch) hardware cloth, 

| | and half was removed for laboratory SOil analysis. No specific i 

| co | function was inferred for pit Feature 1. | | i 

oo Level 3, 21-30cm below surface, consists of orange/brown 

| Sand representing the culturally sterile C soil horizon. ‘A ; 

} _ single sherd was recovered from a root disturbance in this 

| level. No other cultural material was recovered. At the i 

| bottom of this level, a profile was made of the west wall of i 

the unit (Figure 55). a . 

y | Based upon the excavation of a single test unit it is clear’ ; 

| that 47-Fr-143 harbors in situ cultural deposits and thus has 

contextual integrity and National Register eligibility. . i 

| Cultural material recovered during excavation of this por- j 

-. tion of the site, particularly the pottery, suggests a Late 

- - Woodland cultural affiliation. This material is discussed in 5 

| the following section. 

| | 7 Prior. to conducting excavation, 43 pits at 47-Fr-143 were E 

mapped with a transit, The distribution of these pits is i 

| | illustrated in Figure 56. The pits vary in size, having diame—- _
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i ters which range from 2.3m (7.5 feet) (maximum), few attain 

this size, to ‘Boom (31.5 inches] (minimum) and depths which 

i : ange from.1.2m (3.9 feet)(maximum) to 25cm (9.8 inches) 

i minimum) .- There appears to be three separate concentrations 

of pits. The southernmost concentration composed of 20 pits 

a LS Separated from the central- concentration of 12 pits by 

Approximately 20m (65 feats. “The latter is separated from 

i ‘he northernmost concentration of 10 pits by approximately 

i sOm- (98 feet). A single isolated pit is located in the 30m 

£98 foot) intérval. “Generally =the pits contained in the 

i : southernmost ‘concentration. are larger and deeper than those 

tn: the central concéntration. The pits contained in the ~ : 

i northernmost concentration are the smallest and most shallow. 

i _ A strategy different from that used in the evaluation of 

rhe occupation area was employed in the excavation of these 

i pits. .In this case, two adjoining pits, Nos. 6 and 8, were 

selected for excavation. A trench, lm wide (3.28 feet) and 

i sa (26 feet) long was excavated through the center of Pits 6 

i and 8 to expose a profile of the pits. This profile would 

1llow for a determination of cultural affiliation as well as 

i — function’ and. ediisieictiion. . The trench was excavated by 

natural and cultural stratigraphic levels, Pit episodes which 

E . ware marked by changes in soil color were excayated as cul- 

| tural stratigraphy allowed, Depth readings were taken from es 

surface level at the southeast — of the trench. Profiles 

i 1k Pits 6 and 8 are illustrated in Figures 57 and 58, 

f In profile, pit stmenkonasny revealed utilization and 

construction episodes. Both pits originally were excavated 

‘ | |
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into the C soil horizon representing culturally sterile orange/ i 

- Brown sand with gravel developed from glacial outwash, . 

_ According to cultural stratigraphy, Pit 6 appears to be i 

— | a simply constructed basin-shaped pit. At the base of Pit 6, i 

| 110cm (43 inches) below ground surface, is a lens of grey/white 

— - sand which contains ash and charcoal flecks. With the excep- ; 

_ tion of a tiny chert flake, this lens was culturally sterile. 

CO Above this lens is pitfill composed of black sandy soil con- i 

Oo | taining organic matter. Cultural material consisting solely of ; 

| | lithic artifacts, including chert flakes am@ a bipolar core or 

| wedge was recovered from the pitfill. This chert closely q 

| resembles some of the chert from. Test Unit 2 at 47-Fr-143. 

| “Soil samples were taken from both lenses as well as from the i 

| | adjoining humus at the upper sides of the pitfill. A sample i 

| 7 of charcoal was extracted from the base of the pitfill and 

| | submitted for cl4 dating... | | i 

| The: construction of Pit 8 is more complex than Pit 6 i 

although it too appears to be basin-shaped At the base of Pit 

oo | 8, a depth of 120cm (47 inches) below groumd surface, is a soil : i 

| lens (I, Figure 57) composed of grey-white sand containing ash. 

| | Incorporated in this lens and exposed in the profile (Figure 57) i 

| was a chert core. The chert flakes recovered from Pit 6 as i 

well as some of the artifacts from Test Unit 2 are quite similar 

ce in color and composition to this chert core, This core is the i 

| oe only artifact recoyered from the bottom lems. Above this lens 

a was a-series of alternating lenses containing charcoal (R and P, i 

Figure 57), A charcoal sample from lens R was extracted and i 

| submitted for cl4 Gating. The lenses of Black soil are
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f separated by a lens of brown soil. These alternating lenses 

appear to represent different stages of pit use. A lens on each 

; : side of the pitfill (K and J, Figure 57) consists of Bbrown/ 

— orange soil and appears to be pit spoil associated with pit | 

i monstruction. ~_These lenses partially seal lens P. . ‘Lens T ° 

| (Figuré 57] consists of dark brown/black soil “é6ntaining char- 

- coal, which was extracted ‘for “ci4 dating, and small quartz } | 

i | ixagments. Lens “Tis probably Bitfill and as “such represents ° 

: | another ‘stage of pit use. : Lens Tis partially separated from : 

"he uppermost pitfill by “Lenses ‘N and M (Figure 57). Lens M 

i consists of white/grey soil containing ‘ash and Lens N is 

- mottled grey soil which apparently represents a leached zone. : 

i Lens S is the uppermost pitfill consisting of black soil. The | 

i Soundaries separating the humus from Lens §S and this lens from 

Tans T were not easily discerned given the similarity of color 

i and texture of these lenses. a 7 —_ 

Based upon this preliminary test excavation at A7-Fr-143, 

i ne following tentative observations have been made. The 

f “somplex-stratigraphic sequence observed in profile of Pit 8 

suggests that four distinct stages of pit use occurred. On 

. the other hand, the simple stratigraphy of Pit 6 suggests oO 

singular use of the pit. Moreover, the cultural material : 

i cecovered from the pits suggests” that they are associated with 

| “he adjoining occupation area, However, while information 

concerning the construction and cultural affiliation of 

i “its 6 and 8 has been acquired through excavation, the 

' | unction of these pits is presently inconclusive. |
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Finally, it cannot at this juncture, be conclusively i 

stated that the remaining pit clusters, those north of the two 

- tested during our investigations, are associated with the i 

. occupation area-to the south of Pits 6 and 8, These limita- i 

tions notwithstanding, all of the excavation units, shovel _ | 

- probes, and surface collections yielded evidence only of Lakes 5 

| : Phase occupation. The problem of associations between the. J 

a | | areas of activity identified at 47-Fr-121 and 4/-Fr-143 can 

| | only be resolved with more intensive excavations... - | ; 

. | 7 Laboratory Analyses — : | oO i 

| | = Analytical procedures in the laboratory consisted of — | i 

four primary tasks. First, all recovered artifacts were 

| Cleaned and catalogued by site provenience. Complete tabula- i 

| tions of historic and prehistoric artifacts are presented 

| in Appendices E and F of this report. Second, soil samples q 

| extracted in the field were returned to the laboratory for i 

flotation and/or dry screening in an attempt to recover small 

, | (heavy fraction) cultural materials and to separate carbonized ° / 

floral remains for identification by a gualified ethno- — 

_ botanist. Third, radiocarbon samples were submitted to the i 

| Radiocarbon Lab, Climatic Research Center, University of ; 

. Wisconsin-Madison for assay. Fourth, the lithic and ceramic 

| oo assemblages were analyzed, following cleaning and catalogue 5 

| | procedures to provide insights regarding occupational history 

| | as well as differential activities at 47-Fr-121 and 47-Fr-143. i 

i
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i ' Floral Remains. 

- Sixteen soil samples were extracted from specific pro- 

i : venience units and carbonized remains were segregated from the 

| - soil matrix both by flotation and dry-screeming techniques. 

i The carbonized remains consisting of small. fragments of burned 

i - bone, carbonized (and contaminant non-carbonized] seeds, and — 

a oS wood charcoal were submitted for identification to Ms. Judith 

f - | Smith, Wausau, Wisconsin. Ms. Smith conducted graduate studies 

4y | at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the University of 

| | | Michigan at Ann Arbor and has had extensive experience in 

i . | ethnobotanical research in North America and an Mexico. 

| | Le Faunal remains were in very low frequency and were ; : 

i - characteristically smashed, perhaps for manufacture of bone 

i - grease, rendering identification negliadible. However, signi- 

a | ficant numbers of both uncarbonized and carbonized plant re- 

; ; | mains were identified by Ms. Smith. For the most part the 

. | carbonized floral remains that can be identificd as seeds derive 

i | from disturbed habitat species. These include significant 

F , | frequencies of various berries (Rubrus spp.) and two Gifferent , 

SO species of cherries, pin cherry (Prunus pennsylvanica) and a 

i : larger cherry (Prunus sp. cf. serotina). The presence of berries 

| ‘and cherries is to be expected and their occurrence is common- 

i | place in both the archaeological record as well as in ethno- 

] a | historical sources, | 

| | That these fruits were utblized as a food resource by - 

i | .the occupants of the Oak Lake sites is not open to dispute, 

. However, to argue that their incorporation in archaeological 

| contexts results from storage activities would be easily | 

: os -
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questioned. Rather, it is more plausible that the incorporation i 

of these seeds in the pits at Oak Lake reflect the season in 

| which the pits were left open, In fact, even though the iden- E 

- tified carbonized seeds from the sites do not provide specific ; 

| evidence of the function of the pits, the data can be used to . 

- generate inferences regarding the function of these architectural i 

| oo features. We would submit that the occurrence of these summer 

a 7 season species of berries and cherries can be used to reinforce i 

| a storage function for the pits. It is possible that the pits f 

| / were used for the winter storage of grains, e.g., corn or rice. 

| | In the Upper Great Lakes the pattern of population dis- i 

persal, often in single family units, during winter months is i 

common. As well, coalescence during the spring, to take ad- 

| vantage of newly concentrated resources such as spawning fish ; 

: } | is equally commonplace. Grains, or other food resources. which 

7 | had been ‘stored, could then be recovered to support a more i 

dense cohcentration of population engaged in spring activities. i 

Of course this conclusion is hasty based. upon our small sample. 

ye | Nonetheless, the identified species of seeds do indicate that , i 

| these pits’ had been opened by. early summer and the remains 

_ then incorporated in the pits. } i 

| 7 “The wood charcoal identified by Ms. Smith is also worthy ; 

of some comment. During the excavations of Pits 6 and 8 it 

ce was very difficult to separate recent (historic) litter which i 

| | had been deposited on top of prehistoric horizons, Statisti- 

| cally, the arboreal species identified from the pit fill are i 

climax species such as white pine (Pinus strobus) and are i
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i indicative of a pre-logging occupation. Today, of course, 

the site is in a transitional state with hardwoods as the 

i | jJominant arboreal species. ol. _ sll Jo. 

i a A complete tabulation of the botanical remains from 

\7-Fr-121-and-47-Fr#143 is-attached as:Appendix: G:of this } 

fi report. | a 3 ee 

| "Radiocarbon Assay, 
_ a As indicated previously in this report, wood charcoal 

E samples were taken from both Pits 6 and 8 at 47-Fr-143 and 

i vere submitted to the Radiocarbon Laboratory, Center for 

| climatic Research at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. | 

I The results of these dates are tabulated belows _ | - 

| WIS-1339, wood charcoal from Pit 6 associated, ina 
i _ ° dark organic fill lens, with lithic debitage. A date 

of 750 + 70 radiocarbon years: A.D. 1200. - | 

; “WIS-1340, wood charcoal from Pit 8, lens of organic 
25 material situated above:a large chert core. A date 

of 830 + 70 radiocarbon years: A.D. 1120- | 

i Both WIS-1339 and WIS-1340 are gratifying for their 

i narrow range, the determination of the pits at 47-Fr-143 as . 

unequivocally prehistoric, and as testimony for a Lakes Phase 

i construction of these. architectural. features. Both dates are 

consistent to those reported by Salzer (1974) for the Shannon 

i and Robinson. sites in the North Lakes District. | 

a - Lithic Assemblage | . oo 

| Stone tool manufacture was a major actiyity, as repre- 

a sented in our small samples, at both 47-Fr<-121 and 47-Fr-143. 

i The tools and associated waste and raw materials were classi-~ 

I oo )
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fied in 11 primary categories. These include: projectile i 

| points, wedges, bipolar cores, split bipolar cores, mnon-bi- ; 

| polar cores, utilized/retouched flakes, pressure/percussion 

flakes (either decortication or non-decortication), blade i 

shatter flakes (decortication or non-decortication}, flat- 

| sided shatter flakes (decortication or non-decortication) , i 

| - ~ blocky shatter flakes (decortication or non-decortication) ’ i 

and indeterminate shatter (decortication or non-decwrtication). 

- | The significant frequences of bipolar cores, warious j 

i forms of shatter, and the so-called “wedges" are indicative of | 

an on-anvil technique of manufacture. This techniqme, so i 

. . | common in the Upper Great Lakes, has often been interpreted i 

aS a response to limited availability of raw materials to 

| produce stone tools. Quartz cobbles, readily available in ‘ 

| the glacial outwash are found along lake shores and stream beds. 

| The on-anvil technique, which in turn yields a large amount of i 

ee shatter, is employed to produce smaller "flakes" wiich are i 

| then modified into tools. 4 | 

In addition to the employment of quartz cobbles in the i 

os on-anvil technique, residents of the Oak Lake sites also 

7 , employed a core and flake technique, The large core found in | i 

- Pit 6 and debitage from similar materials indicates that at i 

oe least two distinct techniques of stone tool manufacture are 

represented in our meagre assemblage, The grey cherty material p 

- utilized has not, as yet, been pin-pointed regarding its 

| source location. Archaeological consultants haye suggested a 

| | that the materials may be exotic and have their origins in the i
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i namflint outcrops in northern Minnesota and Canada, However, 

plausible alternative suggestion is that the source is a 

| i | ocalized. outcrop of Precambrian. rock in nearby Monico in 

| ' Oneida County. © oO 7 a mo | 

a | | | The =thira major*source of -raw materj@i.is the local 

i jlacially deposited cobbles and pebbles of quartzite and chert. 

4 Lew. flakes in-the assemblage are: derived from this source. | 

dt few quartzite flakes ‘may have their-origins at Silver Mound, - 

- , ‘well known quarry Site in Jackson County, Wisconsin. The 

| Ytter. flakes, however, are statistically no more significant 

i whan the single basalt flake which is likely a hammerstone 

3pall. | oO : 

The most commonly occurring tools at the Oak Lake sites | 

i ‘ce the small triangular projectile points manufactured from 

| ‘ocal quartz. A sample of these artifacts, frequently . 

i associated with Lakes-Phase sités, is portrayed in Figure 59. 

3 Tabiilations for artifact classes and provenience infor- 

i sation are ‘provided in Appendices E and HE. 

i Ceramic Assemblage . : 

| i The sample of ceramics from our limited test excavations | 

is small. However, by contrast with other prehistoric sites 

i in the region the yield per excavated 2X2M (6, 6x6. 6 foot) 

| square is ample. OT 

t | The homogeneous ceramic sample from the two excavation | 

i units, 1 and 2 (no ceramics were recovered from the 8xlm (3.28 

x 26 foot) ‘trench which bisected the Pits 6 and 8) probably 

i represents no more than a few vessels. However, the thin-walled 

t
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i cordmarked vessels decorated with cordage, as evidenced by a 

single rimsherd, is remarkably consistent with Salzer's 

i definition of Lakes Phase pottery: : : 

on Lakes Phase ceramic technology focuses. on a 
i series of relatively thin-walled, grit-tempered, . 

re: cord-marked jars decorated-on-the upper rim with 
impressions of either twisted cords or cord-wrapped . 

i Fie sticks. Stratigraphy documents a.trend from simple 
/ rim forms early in the sequence to complex collared 

- gx. Forms later on (1974349)..., 20 0-2: == 

: i . are A sample of.sherds. from 47-Fr-143. is.represented in Figure 

. i 60. -Pottery- frequencies by. excavation level and unit are . 

provided in Appendix E. -. --2isi-. 

i Zae7 SLES » y 3 WLS ae 

i 7. SUMMARY AND- RECOMMENDATIONS 

i !-- From July through pecaubee, 1981, Great Lakes Archaeo- 

‘ logical Research Center, Inc. conducted literature and records 

i “search, field inventory of approximately 400ha (990 acres), 

provided preliminary assessments-of several historic sites, and 

i conducted test excavations at two prehistoric sites to deter- 

i mine eligibility of those sites for the National Register of : 

Historic Places. _; 

i Ten previously unxecorded sites were encountered ‘and 

were, in turn,. incorporated within the Wisconsin Archeological 

i Codification File which is housed in the Office of the Wisconsin 

q State Archaeologist, Site maps and photographic records have 

been completed for these. sites and selective collections were 

I made at historic sites for the purpose of providing a pre 

i liminary functional interpretation of the sites as well as to 

i | |
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i determine site chronology. Copies of the executed codification 

, cards are presented in Appendix.H. - | 

5 | - In. several cases, owing to a lack of archival information 

| Or identification as recent historical phenomena, it has been 

- recommended that -no further:.investigations be conducted. - These : 

[ “sites include; 47-Fr-149 located in Parcel B, 47-Fr-147 located 

- in Parcel. F, and sites 47-Fr=144, 150, and 151, all of which a 

q oe -are located outside of-the immediate project boundaries.” - 

E Four ‘historic Sites following preliminary evaluation via 

| field checks and archival investigations are considered’ po- 

i - “~"Pontially significant from historical and archaeological per- 

spectives. Two of these are located within the area of the Oak 

"Take prehistoric sites and have been reported at 47-Fr-145 and 

; | | 17-Fr-146. These historic sites consisting of structural’ 

<7:-#£emnants and middens should not cause management difficulties 

i | as they are not located in an area currently anticipated for 

[ --.developmént. However, should such plans be developed, 47-Fr-145 

and 47-Fr-146 would require more intensive investigations to 

E a determine their eligibility for the National Register of “ 

“Historic Places. _ a . , 

i | Archival and field investigations produced equivocal | 

[ -.- lata for site 47-Fr-148, located in survey Unit D of Parcel H. 

-Should earth altering activities be anticipated at this locus, 

J it is recommended that more intensive investigations be con- 

| Gucted to seek a determination of eligibility for AJ~Fr-148, | 

i - Records research as well as field checks faztled to 

i resolve the nature of a site recorded as 47-Lg-23, Both 

: | post-1930s and pre-1930 cultural remains were recovered from 

J a |
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this apparent logging camp. As well, one of the structures i 

(structure 1 and 2) with its open area or "dingle®™ between the 

Oo buildings may reflect a pineries era occupation as this build- q 

| ing style was common during the late nineteenth century logging i 

| ~camp Operations. As a result, we recommend that, should major 

Oo alteration of the landscape be anticipated at this location, ; 

— : = additional investigations be conducted to determine both the 

_ antiquity and function of 47-Lg-23. — | i 

Oo _ : . Two prehistoric sites, 47-Fr-121 and 47-Fr-143, have been ; 

| | | subjected to test excavations, and cultuxal materials and 

| .. remains recovered from the site(s) have been analyzed. The Oak i 

| a 7 ~Lake prehistoric sites are an extremely unusual phenomenon for | i 

| several reasons. First, the now documented architectural : 

co features, pits of probable storage function in some cases, ; 

a | still have their origins unobscured ky past land-use. This 

| | provides archaeologists with a unique opportunity to record i 

a 7 ‘complete ' episodes of construction, use, and abandonment of a | : 

: | Major feature. In addition, artifact densities are high an¢é. 

the site appears, based on preliminary investigations, to ; 

harbor only Lakes Phase materials. Thus, 47-Fr-121 and 47-Fr- 

7 | | 143 represent the remains of a single prehistoric culture with i 

little opportunity for disturbance. through admixture, i 

- | | Another major potential of the.site, even though our 

— - analyses were not very dramatic, is.the recoyery of floral i 

Oo remains, The two pits which were excavated were obyiously 

, subjected to burning with substantial amounts of ash, wood i 

| | Charcoal, and carbonized plant remains, This allowed for the i 

oe i
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i establishment of very tight chronological controls’ of these 

features and has fostered a seasonal interpretation for site 

E | nabitation. ae _ | | 

J Fortunately, the Oak Lake sites are not threatened by 

- current dévelopment plans and Exxon Minerals Company actually | | 

i Far exceeded their: responsibilities by authorizing the a | 

- _ _pvaluation procedures. There can be little doubt that —° -Fr-121 

/ i | aad 47-Fr-143 are. eligible for the -National Register of -His- | 

, J -oric Places. : Should plans. for development be modified in 

: | “The future, it would be appropriate to develop a management | 

i . plan for these highly significant prehistoric occupation areas. 

i =. Lise 23 ool coo | L . | | | 
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