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The Sixty Books Project is a collaborative book arts,
writing and journaling project for the people of south central
Wisconsin, hosted by the South Central Library System (SCLS),
and produced by the Bone Folders’ Guild (BFG), a book arts
group based in Madison. This project is supported by a Madison:
CitiARTS grant. ;

The BFG book artists have created sixty hand made blank books.
One of these books will be catalogued into each of the sixty
libraries in the South Central Library System. Unlike other
library books, patrons are invited to write, draw, paint or collage
in the books. Subsequent patrons will add their own stories,
drawings, and so forth, creating community-wide collaborative
works of art. After the launch of the project these books will be
available for checkout by library patrons until August 15, 2006.

At the close of the circulation period, the 60 books will be
removed from the SCLS collections and brought together for a
traveling exhibit. This exhibit will have its debut in Madison
as part of the Fifth Annual Wisconsin Book Festival

(October 18-22, 2006).

To contact us: www.valleyridgeartstudio.com/bone_folders/

Instructions

e Check out this book as you would any other library
book for a two-week period. Be sure to return it in the
protective wrapper provided.

¢ Write a poem. Make a journal entry. Write political
thoughts. Compose a short story. Collage. Paint a page.
Be creative. :

¢ Be respectful of these books. They are hand bound and
bear delicate musings on the pages.

e Beaware of what has been done on the other side of the
page that you are working on. For example, don’t “sew”
onto someone else’s work.

e When you are gluing or painting put a piece of wax
paper under the page you are working on. This will
protect the other pages of created art.

* Before closing the book, be sure your page is dry.

e We encourage you to sign and date your work.

e Please, no perishables on the pages.

* Beadvised that SCLS and BFG reserve the right to
remove and/or delete any questionable material.

Please be nice.

e Warning: You will incur a $125.00 library fine if this .

book is not returned! i
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\ly Father's Votce Led to.2 Love of Reading

The first time | remember falling in love with the sounds of words was
when | was around 3, listening to my father's voice in the soft darkness of my
room, faintly punctuated by the pink glow of my plastic nightlight. | always
had trouble falling asleep and refused to go to bed unless he would tell me
one of his ongoing stories. My father created epic narratives about the
adventures of a small brown dog, a black bear, and a little gil who was the
brains of the outfit. This high living trio was always getting into predicaments
involving crucial missing picnic items, close escapes with bellicose bees and
lost trails in the wildemess. The little girl’s steadfast logic and creative
ingenuity usually saw them through the each dilemma as | listened,
spellbound, secretly wondering if | had the “right stuff” that this little girl
obviously possessed. Scheherezade had nothing on the tales spun nightly by
Harold Brandeis, my father.

From third grade on, my family moved every 2 to 3 years and stories, in Pt VL
the form of books, became my connecting thread through all these Ve N
relocations. They were the armor | wore, my protective shield against always ety g
being the gawky new kid. | remember constructing elaborate binder and 2 Lt
textbook towers to conceal the open novels that | devoured during math AR
class. It never worked, with my dismal test grades, no teacher believed that | T
was so entranced with the riveting world of multiple fractions that | couldn’t ao R
look up at the board. Still it served to heighten my conviction of the illicit
pleasure and innate superiority of Island of the Blue Dolphins to the dreary e ls .
world of least common denominators. ALY

1

Today, a good book will still keep me up all night to finish it and | am o
thankful daily that science has not yet discovered that reading does not B e
wreak havoc on the body such as tobacco or saturated fats because | would ¥ huy! |
have to attend the readers equivalent of the Betty Ford Center and with my P s 25
lifelong habit, it could get quite expensive. Opening up the pages of a new AN
book still gives me the same thrill as climbing into a bed made up with fresh
sheets, eating a handpicked strawberry (chocolate optional), jumping into a
pool of just warm enough water, or hearing my father’s voice again, his
words drawing together like glowing paving stones in the dark.
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7127102 SENT TO MY ROOM

| have been sent to my room, and in such moments, there is nothing here that interests me.
Since | do not choose to be here, the books, toys, gerbils and mice bore me.

| turn my back from the cage of mice and the separate cage of gerbils. They sit on the
coarse wood chest of drawers made by my great-grandfather.

Normally, | like the gerbils, with their soft, twitchy noses, their mouths in constant motion,
their whiskers flopping up and down in rhythm to their facial movements. Holding the
gerbils is a sensual delight, better than the softest velvet | have ever touched.

" The mice, while cute and equally soft, are odiferous. Their smell assaults my nostrils with

| the acridity of mouse urine and the dark, hard rice-pellets of mouse turds. My appreciation
for the mice is waning as the frequency of cleaning their cages waxes and expands.

Their cages at my back, | look out the back window, into the yard.

My eyes go to the intersecting corner of where three yards meet. On the left, is the chain
link fence of the Kramer's. On the back lot line is a wooden split rail fence. | don’'t know
the name or the faces of the people who live so closely to us, on the other side of this
fence. Forward from this corner, into our yard, is my mother's vegetable garden.

Cabbage, bright green leaf lettuce, scallions, carrots and beets line up, straight row after
straight row. Every vegetable has its distinctive shape and color. The cabbages are hard,
round, pale green balls of tightly wound leaves. The lettuce is a bushy fence of foliage, the
most likely to be hiding wide blades of grass among its leaves. The lettuce is magical in its
profusion. We cut it one night for dinner and there is always more for later and the day
after. The green onion tops are tubes of dark green bunches. The carrot tops are feathery
green, intricately lacy and plushly soft. The beet tops could come from oak trees or
maples, their leaves veined the color of the vegetable which hangs from them when pulled
from the ground.

| know these vegetables because we have learned to weed the garden. Our mission is the
wide blades of grass, without picking the edible things. When we pull the vegetables in
error, our mother scolds us for forgetting and tells us, again, not to pull the vegetables.

This is the place where we find earthworms for science projects. The worms are shiny with
mucus, slippery to hold. We are fascinated with these creatures who tunnel through the
dark brown soil, crisscrossing under the grass to make air tunnel pathways which
oxygenate the soil, supporting the plants to grow. These are the kind of things our

elementary school teachers tell us, although in words which are graphic, simplistic and less
scientific.

After one particularly descriptive science lesson, our yard is full of severed worms. One of
us bears the news from school that worms do not have an “official” head or an “official” tail.
Our teacher says that when worms are chopped in half, they adapt: the new hacked off end
and it becomes the new front or end. The worms tunnel again, as if complete. For, up to a

point, earthworms are always “whole.” Even in our grade school minds, we get the wonder
of that.

o e M



We cut up worms as we fantasize what it would mean to generate a new head from a
severed stump of neck. We imagine what it would be like to put our feet on the end of our
necks, flip ourselves over and walk from the part which used to point skyward.

Maybe the house of Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle (one of our favorite characters, in one of our
favorite books) isn’t so crazy, after all. Mr. Piggle-Wiggle built his house upside-down, with
the ceiling on the floor, the chandelier sticking up from the middle of the living room “floor.”
This is where the neighborhood children roast hotdogs and marshmallows, using the
chandelier as a campfire. For worms, the idea of front or back is moot, while in the world of
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle the idea of up and down is equally irrelevant.

As the sky darkens to nighttime, we soak the ground with the garden hose, forcing
earthworms to come to the surface, as we do when we gather a soup can'’s worth when we
go fishing. In our minds, with our new-found knowledge, we aren’t hurting the worms. We
are making more. We will have the most earthworms of any yard on our block because
each piece of worm will start over and become a distinct worm, from all these chopped up
pieces of worms.

We have counseled each other not to make the pieces too small since we think a minimum
length is required for regeneration. One-half or one-third of worm is necessary. We have
talked it out, my brother, sister and |, and we are convinced that is the way of it. We scold
each other, as we are scolded, when our small fingers err and make the pieces too tiny for
new worms. We mean to be humane, albeit scientific. We are as zealous in worm
proliferation as past alchemists have been in getting gold from cheaper metals.

Sad to be here, alone and punished, | look out the window and remember other times
outside this window with my sister and brother. Ten minutes ago, before | walked through
and shut the door, | was arguing for something that was surely mine, more than theirs. |
wasn't able to play fairly, quietly or without violence, and | wound up here, staring out the
window.

| hear the echoes of our squeals of delight as we played and experimented in the dusky,
receding sunlight on other days. In a few short minutes, | am remorseful about my
behavior. | just know if | am given another chance, | will be good. | just know | can be.
Then, | will be allowed to go into the yard again for weeding, worm collecting or other things
with my sister and brother, who | am remembering are really my friends.
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wn, entertaining facts of Hebrew alphabet (). corresponding ~ Yo-ko-ha-ma (y6'ko-hii’ma; J&-F . y0'k8-hd'mi), n. a
‘o

ini ¥: see alphabet, table g i :
in; . . . seaport in Honshu, s
a short, entertaining & i sbovuen, on yonuies Yob shu, Japan, near Tokyo: pop., 1,144,000,

1. pl. originally, little-kno

istory or biography; hence, onal or bio- : PBELER . o-su-ka (vo'ke-son’ka; Jap. y&/l8-so0’ki
Eccou:);t of some happoi?rng. usually pers YODE]'LLIN('.LbiLL. Jodeln], o sin seaport in Honshu, Japan.J rijeary Yokz(}):(mﬁ:):' :c;pa
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it aﬂe"idote;"i‘k_dotfi_k'[), it v osies Lo a.?:.:ng mht is way to geolca, gioleca, yolk. [it., yellow part < the base of
o sling ot (a’nk e i i el i ‘-t ong .]E e Inmunr.am geolie (cf. VELLOW) ], 1. the yellow, principal substance
A gat i (sa'pk : the . u:s_’:"&‘ltp yrol. of an egg, as distinguished from the albumen, or white,
n.pc 8¢ angc’dotesf- ¥ (osld &r, yo’dlér), n. a person 2. in biology, the contents of the ovum, including the
anele (o-nél"), v.t. TR SN Yy ) p:_-or.oplasm from which the embryo itself develops and,
an:h}:ﬂ_ ft?)”;h;gt esmaauv < =D (-d'ld), vyobLiNnG], F;Fe&::ll);.o the protgplasmsthaﬁ serlves as nourishment
o g . eciall wing embryo . the oi i
a[;}-e-lec-tric ‘(an’a-lek_'tnlr- : ) in shee $§ w-‘"gf it el S Jugus
n-e-lec | 9=X ndu philosophy,  yolk-y yok'i; now rarely yolk’i). adj. [YOLKIER (-i-8r) A
rcentration YOLKIEST (-i-ist)], of, like, or full of yolk. ' VT
der to  yom (yom; Heb. yom), n. [pl. yomm éﬁ’mim)]. [Heb wb
~f vom]. day: used in names of various Jewish holidays, ;
= Kip-pur (yon' kip’gr; Heb. vom’ ki-pdor’, - 5
‘. [Heb. vom kipar, day of atonement], a o
Nday and day of fasting, the Day of Atone-
16:29-34: sce Jewish holidays. . L
i, ‘rﬁ adv, [ME. yone; AS. geon; akin to o
' IE. base see IT; now regarded as
- . [Archaic or Dial], yonder.
bl I that or tho A
eroait : se at a distance.

"IE. yond: AS. geond < geon

ib (skwib,, '
squib ( hissing, spuriuig « o |, vonder

burns with a

hislfueale,, e . .
ion. 2. a broken _ﬁr_ecrack_er - Py b wder, yender, exten
Doy, kit o R IO ot T it s B
i ck 1n A ol : sSQuITtL © Cual, [ i »
usually witty atta ot & v.d. [SQUIBBED -(Skmbdgé ?}?acémall e squirted kic »ut :,;JT;:_'; gﬁ- ?rs‘ R
any. B e ot 4. [Colloq.], a small or insignifi aduy s s e
-. o ; qne who is impudent or ngc;:l;;b] S
AT v, soum: e DYpire B o o g
e n, D 1. [ rob. < squit, dial. for i ‘rtri)n cucumber, a trailing . adv,
fLURA;ir':ngérbéea 'rnrﬁlusfg having ten arms, two .Eg";% g alped ruit which bu'rsts. when i agﬁ.:
| ,?,?ﬁh longer than the others: small squid are us e Cwish), p-t. & viey . [Dit :
food and for fish bait. _ _, — 8q. yd., square yard; square yards.
pee (siouilliiskaulaitTete St T T illa; ST, 1nld‘:;_§m§stry.1strr§ﬂ'\um- R
Y ‘ Yod bulb ; By Sy 1o
“Gr. ski “the dried bulb of a plant of the
?ﬂ gl' sfigff'i":};d Lsed in medicine as an expectorant, Sra. :
amily, lant, found in southern Europe :

iuretic, ete. 2. the p : g .
g:gixorthem Africa: also called sea onion. 3. any ‘

-her of related plants of the lily family, with }
s ~l1r_r-le flowers. A

Anifla.
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o-rij’a-ngz’), n.pl. [sing. ABORIGINE
~tinhabitants < ab-, from 4 origine, the
2 Uity .. -2€¢ ORIGIN], 1. the first or earliest known
in inhabitants of a region; natives. 2. the native animals
2 or plants of a region.
a-bort (a-b8rt’), v.i. [< L. abortus, pp. of aboriri, to
- Ty miscarry; ab-, from + oriri, to arise], 1. to give birth
A st before the fetus is viable; have a miscarriage; hence, ‘
e 2. to come to nothing. 3.in biology, to fail to tievelop; e o
. (see stay md:mentari. v.t. 1. to cause to have an abor- 3
i tion. 2. to check (a disease) before fully developed. St
et a-bor-ti-cide_ (0-bbr’ta-sid’), n. [< L. abortus (see 2.
ABORT) + cidium < caedere, to kill], 1. destruction of
23 o the fetus in the womb. 2. an abortifacient,
Lrtigs #'bor-tifa-cient (s-bér’ta-fi’shant), adj. [< L. abortio, i »
miscarriage (see ABORT) + ppr. of facere, to make], i A
1§ causing abortion. n. something that causes abortion. !
bis a-bor-tion (3-b8r’shen), n. [L. abortio; see ABORT], 1. i
e expulsion of a fetus from the womb before it is viable:
o miscarriage: called criminal abortion when unlawful y
o 2. an aborted fetus; hence, 3. anything immature and |
incomplete, as a deformed creature, a badly developed €
(tiz)] plan, etc, 4. in biology, a) arrest of development. i
abn b) an organ whose development has been arrested.
a-bor!-)t!l'itpviat (a-g:oﬁr"shan-ist). n.l? person who performs g
B o an abortion or abortions, especially a criminal abortion. i
2;,-}{{ i iy a-bor-tive (a-bdr’tiv), ads. [ME. abortif; L. abortivus; see \ L
L O, tizplane: ABORT], 1. born too soon. 2. coming to nothing; un-
bar, used as a BOBL N It w8 s ls::;:?sigii;i:nrg;tg:ss. 34 K biology,.arres)t it e
the ball must be kicked over Joas] T issengers : i POty o it -
field goal or an extra point a?te:h: t%&bﬁﬁ'&&“ RS B M ark soon, At.ll?n' 4 ha}g:'%g_a lc'ls'e LRk, A Abah
Goa powder, [first used in Gos, India, . 1852), a bitter, ~ &Wh ¢ . driys i T o
ellowish powder extracted from the wood of the 1. any of . e, i
razilian araroba tree: it is used in medicine. ;!an?orta}. and .‘{mv:
goat (g5t), n. [pl. GOATS (gBts), GOAT; see PLURAL, 11, D, Rt L
1], [ME. goot, gote; AS, gal; akin to D, geit, G, geiss, etc.; %eclmll a mule geity.
. base *ghaido-, he-goat, seen also in L. haedus, kid idope Jua Petson or thing de,
goat], 1.a cud-chewing mammal related to the sheep: and ’_andmﬂs drec. X [G-), (ahso oi.
it has hollow horns that curve backward, straight hair, relig » the creator and ruler o1
and a beardlike tuft on the chin: in medieval folklore as eternal, mﬁﬂnllmtq. all-powerful, a: ' o
the goat was used as the animal representation of L Bem&d ighty. Often used in .
lechery; hence, 2.a lecherous man, 3. [Slang], a person good God/ ‘slmoxgl‘gtyl.rqy i ; g
forced to take the blame or punishment for others; Gad willing, if q’ arwiingne :
scapegoat. 4, [Gg, the constellation Capricorn. Co-davarl (g5-df va-rtx) R el m sauthesa:, : ;
get ona’l_ goat, [Slang], to annoy, anger, or irritate one. ﬂowmfl i tl}e Bay o bengal: length, 900 mi. 3:;':,&.
goat-ee (g5-té’), n. [< goat: from the resemblance to a  £0d-¢hild (god’child"), n. [pl. GoDCHILDREN (-chil’

goat's beard], a pointed beard on a man'e ohi : the person for whom a godparent is sponsor, .acal talk or wriung,
goat-fish (gat’fish’), n. [pl. GOATFISH, GgATz'[:];Es }-iz); ﬂgg;l{:elgned (god’damd’), adj. strongly - .. or cover with slush, especially in M-

see FISH], any of several edible 3 apioal Ashes o : used as a curse or 'atrong inte- or protecting. 2. to patch with mortar or

5 the .- .
¥ “~mily, with lar; £ shortened Anddecm et G —
iy ﬁdwgggﬁtogglg:aﬁg;e long bar god-d- .ush fund, 1. a fund established ahoard ship from ey
¥otrho hes et e the sale of refuse fat, ete. and used to buy small 3
luxuries; hence, 2. money used for bribery, political i
ug- ressure, or other corrupt purposes. »

sLuc),  slushy (slush’i), edj. [SLUSHIER (-i-&r), SLUSHIEST
ent or gt)], 1. full of or covered with slush. 2. of or It

slush.
slut (slut), n. [ME. siutte, slotte (akin to G. dial. schlulte,

.0 slugs; ’ r-
ayer with schlutz) < ON. or MLG.; basic sense in cognate MLG. kS
slot, a puddle (cf. SLUR, n.); for 1E. base see sLEET], 1. .
k) + -iskl, a woman who is careless of her appearance; dirty, slov- "";
adisposed to enly woman; slattern. 2. a woman of loose character, § 5
‘moving; not 3. a bold or impudent girl: a humorous usage. 4. a g
wormal vigor: female dog; bitch. A P
slut-tish (slut/ish), adj. 1. like a slut; carelessly dirty
¢y LL. exclusa, or untidy. 2. having the morals of a slut. i
lude < ex-, out sli), ad{/h]:smm or SLYER (sli’€r), SLIEST or SLYE: |
.nnel or passage sli’ist)], [ME. siye, slege; ON. slxgr, clever, cunn nd,
head to regulate 1it., able to strike < base of sld & AS. slean, to strike s
bite; lot, gd, hdrn, t50l, look; oil, out; up, Gse, flir; get; joy; yet; chin; she; thin,
e in agent, i in sanity, o in comply, u in_focus; * as in able (a’b'l); Fr. bal; &, Fr.
- duc; H, G, ich; kh, G. doch. See pp. x~-xi1. I foreign; * hypothetical; < derived from. o M
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* “Every moment of one's
existence one is growing into
more or retreating into less.”

—Norman Mailer
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crisp fold.

the Sixty Books include:
Carey Weiler, Kristin Yates.

It creases paper to a nice,
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Alexis Turner, Marilyn Wedberg,

g

A bone folder is an essential tool for book makers.
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Nan Killoran, Laura Komai, Kathy Malkasian,

Members of the Bone Folders’ Guild who created
Suzanne Berland, Susie Carlson, Carol Chase Bjerke,
Nancy Schoenherr, Tricia Schriefer, Karen Timm,
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Originating in Madison, Wisconsin, the Bone Folders’ Guild is a group of people

who share a love for the book as art. The Bone Folders’ Guild was founded in
Library System for their cooperation with this project. Also, we send a gracious

to learn, support, and encourage each other artistically. We share a passion for
thank you to Madison CitiARTS for its financial support.

February 2001 by a group of artists who desired to meet like-minded book artists
creating books as a form of artistic expression.

35.25” x 24.75” 100% cotton, acid free paper. Cover paper, cloth and other
thoughtful guidance through this process. Huge thanks to the South Central

The text block paper used in all books is Arches Cover White, 270 gsm.,
original embellishments were chosen by the book artists.

The Bone Folders Guild would like to thank Alison Jones Chaim for her
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