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The Sixty Books Project is a collaborative book arts, 
writing and journaling project for the people of south central 

Wisconsin, hosted by the South Central Library System (SCLS), 
: : and produced by the Bone Folders’ Guild (BFG), a book arts 

: i group based in Madison. This project is supported by a Madison! 
; CitiARTS grant. ‘ 

: The BFG book artists have created sixty hand made blank books. 

One of these books will be catalogued into each of the sixty 

libraries in the South Central Library System. Unlike other 
; library books, patrons are invited to write, draw, paint or collage 

‘ in the books. Subsequent patrons will add their own stories, 
: drawings, and so forth, creating community-wide collaborative 
4 works of art. After the launch of the project these books will be 

available for checkout by library patrons until August 15, 2006. 

i At the close of the circulation period, the 60 books will be 
, removed from the SCLS collections and brought together for a 
i traveling exhibit. This exhibit will have its debut in Madison 

i as part of the Fifth Annual Wisconsin Book Festival 2 
4 (October 18-22, 2006). 

: To contact us: www.valleyridgeartstudio.com/bone_folders/ 

: Instructions 

e Check out this book as you would any other library 
ik book for a two-week period. Be sure to return it in the 

protective wrapper provided. 

e Write a poem. Make a journal entry. Write political 
; thoughts. Compose a short story. Collage. Paint a page. 
‘ Be creative. . \ 

a ¢ Be respectful of these books. They are hand bound and 
i bear delicate musings on the pages. 
i e Be aware of what has been done on the other side of the 

: page that you are working on. For example, don’t “sew” 
; onto someone else’s work. 

: ¢ When you are gluing or painting put a piece of wax 
i paper under the page you are working on. This will 

} protect the other pages of created art. 

e Before closing the book, be sure your page is dry. 

e We encourage you to sign and date your work. 

e Please, no perishables on the pages. 

e Be advised that SCLS and BFG reserve the right to 

; remove and/or delete any questionable material. 

Please be nice. 
f e¢ Warning: You will incur a $125.00 library fine if this . 

is book is not returned! 

yy 

. “2 SOME : = .
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ne The first time | remember falling in love with the sounds of words was 2 end 
ig when | was around 3, listening to my father’s voice in the soft darkness of my eee Ae 
ih room, faintly punctuated by the pink glow of my plastic nightlight. | always St aa i 5 

Neils. had trouble falling asleep and refused to go to bed unless he would tell me PERE 
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4 Gi spellbound, secretly wondering if | had the “right stuff” that this little girl ON ee CR? 

BY ah obviously possessed. Scheherezade had nothing on the tales spun nightly by e ‘ ; ‘ : t 
— BAY Harold Brandeis, my father. ee os at 

Yai A ahaa ame | 
Cee From third grade on, my family moved every 2 to 3 years and stories, in fe i Ls 
¥ ie —\' the form of books, became my connecting thread through all these i nie a: 

Se ae relocations. They were the armor | wore, my protective shield against always eee aN 
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Oe pe textbook towers to conceal the open novels that | devoured during math ARS ns 
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4 j= 7/27/02 SENT TO MY ROOM 

| have been sent to my room, and in such moments, there is nothing here that interests me. 

Since | do not choose to be here, the books, toys, gerbils and mice bore me. 

a | turn my back from the cage of mice and the separate cage of gerbils. They sit on the 

= coarse wood chest of drawers made by my great-grandfather. 

Normally, | like the gerbils, with their soft, twitchy noses, their mouths in constant motion, 

their whiskers flopping up and down in rhythm to their facial movements. Holding the 

gerbils is a sensual delight, better than the softest velvet | have ever touched. 

iF The mice, while cute and equally soft, are odiferous. Their smell assaults my nostrils with | 

the acridity of mouse urine and the dark, hard rice-pellets of mouse turds. My appreciation 

for the mice is waning as the frequency of cleaning their cages waxes and expands. 

; | Their cages at my back, | look out the back window, into the yard. 

fi : 

My eyes go to the intersecting corner of where three yards meet. On the left, is the chain ; 

link fence of the Kramer’s. On the back lot line is a wooden split rail fence. | don’t know 

: a the name or the faces of the people who live so closely to us, on the other side of this 

; ” fence. Forward from this corner, into our yard, is my mother’s vegetable garden. 

Cabbage, bright green leaf lettuce, scallions, carrots and beets line up, straight row after 

straight row. Every vegetable has its distinctive shape and color. The cabbages are hard, 

round, pale green balls of tightly wound leaves. The lettuce is a bushy fence of foliage, the 

most likely to be hiding wide blades of grass among its leaves. The lettuce is magical in its 

profusion. We cut it one night for dinner and there is always more for later and the day 

er after. The green onion tops are tubes of dark green bunches. The carrot tops are feathery 

green, intricately lacy and plushly soft. The beet tops could come from oak trees or 

‘maples, their leaves veined the color of the vegetable which hangs from them when pulled 

from the ground. ‘ 

| know these vegetables because we have learned to weed the garden. Our mission is the 

wide blades of grass, without picking the edible things. When we pull the vegetables in 

‘ 4 error, our mother scolds us for forgetting and tells us, again, not to pull the vegetables. 

" This is the place where we find earthworms for science projects. The worms are shiny with \ 

i \ mucus, slippery to hold. We are fascinated with these creatures who tunnel through the 

: : dark brown soil, crisscrossing under the grass to make air tunnel pathways which 
oxygenate the soil, supporting the plants to grow. These are the kind of things our 

elementary school teachers tell us, although in words which are graphic, simplistic and less 

scientific. 

: After one particularly descriptive science lesson, our yard is full of severed worms. One of | 
: us bears the news from school that worms do not have an “official” head or an “official” tail. 
' Our teacher says that when worms are chopped in half, they adapt: the new hacked off end 

and it becomes the new front or end. The worms tunnel again, as if complete. For, up toa 
point, earthworms are always “whole.” Even in our grade school minds, we get the wonder 

| of that. 

geek Bes Se : 

ae: x —_ . , ™ Gnn0e 2



We cut up worms as we fantasize what it would mean to generate a new head from a | 

| severed stump of neck. We imagine what it would be like to put our feet on the end of our fr 

necks, flip ourselves over and walk from the part which used to point skyward. 5 
Ja 

Maybe the house of Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle (one of our favorite characters, in one of our | fe 

favorite books) isn’t so crazy, after all. Mr. Piggle-Wiggle built his house upside-down, with i 

the ceiling on the floor, the chandelier sticking up from the middle of the living room “floor.” r 

This is where the neighborhood children roast hotdogs and marshmallows, using the 
chandelier as a campfire. For worms, the idea of front or back is moot, while in the world of | 

| Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle the idea of up and down is equally irrelevant. ‘1 

As the sky darkens to nighttime, we soak the ground with the garden hose, forcing 
\ earthworms to come to the surface, as we do when we gather a soup can’s worth when we Bu i 

go fishing. In our minds, with our new-found knowledge, we aren't hurting the worms. We Vd if 
are making more. We will have the most earthworms of any yard on our block because i 
each piece of worm will start over and become a distinct worm, from all these chopped up } 
pieces of worms. 

. 

We have counseled each other not to make the pieces too small since we think a minimum 
length is required for regeneration. One-half or one-third of worm is necessary. We have pe 
talked it out, my brother, sister and I, and we are convinced that is the way of it. We scold bys ‘t 

each other, as we are scolded, when our small fingers err and make the pieces too tiny for ' 
new worms. We mean to be humane, albeit scientific. We are as zealous in worm 

| proliferation as past alchemists have been in getting gold from cheaper metals. j 
| 

Sad to be here, alone and punished, | look out the window and remember other times 
outside this window with my sister and brother. Ten minutes ago, before | walked through : 
and shut the door, | was arguing for something that was surely mine, more than theirs. | wed 
wasn't able to play fairly, quietly or without violence, and | wound up here, staring out the Ce | ‘ 

window. 
a 

| hear the echoes of our squeals of delight as we played and experimented in the dusky, | 
receding sunlight on other days. In a few short minutes, | am remorseful about my (Y 

behavior. | just know if | am given another chance, | will be good. | just know | can be. \ 

Then, | will be allowed to go into the yard again for weeding, worm collecting or other things 

with my sister and brother, who | am remembering are really my friends. yh 
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: m | | , : 16 rv | __mnecdotic Hebrew alphabet (>) d = - <— facts of phabe: ,» corresponding ‘o-ko-ha-ma (yd’k9-hi’mo: 0 Tey i 
1, pl. originally, little-known, en ening 9; see alphabet, table. seaport in Hon jesse ee Ts (000. i 

history, 05 biog ry enine. usually personal or bio- Nona: ieee Organs Yorko-sucka eee ko; Jap. yorke-sonrkes ne a } A ELLING], [G. i in, seaport i + 86 eeapttical, eae Fouad} 1. anecdotal. 2. fond “Bychanges » Delwvenn the normal 29000 in Honshu, Japan, near Yokohama: pop., ; 
an-ec:dot-ic (an‘ik-do! ee ‘to. A. 1. the act or sound of — yolk (ydk; now rarely ydlk), n. (ME. _ : 

of telling anecdotes, dotfi-k’l), adj. anecdotic. ies sung in this way to geoilca, vee yolk, ie. ate Ae ae % 
an-ec-dot:i-cal (an 7 Ae ) jn. a person who ¢ PY lar among the mountain geolu (cl. YELLOW)], 1. the yellow, principal substance i an-ec-dot-ist (an’ek-dot/ist), n+ he Austrian Tyrol. of an egg, as distinguished from the albumen, or white. ollects anecdotes, | asian &r, yordlér), n. a person 2. in biology, the contents of the ovum, including the anele (o-nel?), v.t. [aneren, (nel a 9. protoplasm from which the embryo itself develoneact onelien i ticity 3 ‘DLED (-d'ld), YODLING], srouay the protoplasm that serves as nduriahineat | ic], POTN fete, : ; alti tec ute (an/o-lek/trik* ‘eit BRL A in sheeple ook Seen ain giolyasenreson pecdent | ash <A udu philosophy, yolk-y (ydk’i; now rarely ydlk’i), j. “i r oeentration YOLKIEST (-i-ist)], of, He or Matti ae nee ler to yom (yom; Heb. ydm), n. [pl. yomim Germin)) (Heb. t f " yém], dav? used in names of various Jewish holidays, ~ ast (yomn’” kipfér; Heb. yom! sciepour, * . (Heb. “yom kipar, } Nday and day of fasting, the Dong ane 

16:29-34: see Jewish holidays. 4 11. & adv. [ME. yone; AS. geon; akin to s "TE, base See 11; now regarded as ; — 
‘I, {Archaic or Dial,],” yonder. | crt 

\ that. or those at distance. } 
squib (skwib., | soit? . yond: . geond < geon 

Burns with 2 ieee arecracker that cl. + 2 h yonder. 9g . 
plosion. 7. Aldng a hissing noise. 3. a short. i)... is : seein der, yender, extension 
exploding, making a ! ‘ds; lampoon. 4. [British], ros ‘ : : arther; more distant ; 
usually witty attack in words; ED (skwibd) to squirtiaimau, as a SyTINge.. : but within, or as | 

n: Precracker. v.t. & vi. [SQUIBBED O 3. a small amount of squirted lic adv. at or in { Ene oni o_burp»orsshootnoft-Cersqrriiy— It 4, (Collog.], a small or insignifi s; overtthere: 
. Bee or utter 4 squib.arsatt bs (against). J. ene who is impudent or conceite ‘ stermievers 

gpeviode with the ee mae (skwidz), squipysee yNirt gun)» latoy gun gees : GPs He ee eee sguit, dial. for squirt), a irting cucumber, a trailing naa 
FORA cea mollusk having ten arms, two being  sgfireing Clsnich bursts when ti = 
long, eager than the others: small squid are us Aish (skwish), v.t. & va., n. (Di a ! A food and for fish bait. | _, 4 = sq. yd., square yard; square yards. 

Stengel gee, (a) sil ia ashen ja —De hea squilia, Sr, in chemistry, strontium. | ; 

Sarat |. the dried bulb of a plant of the lily Sr.» 1- 
ne 13 ‘sliced and used in medicine as an ee a 

diuretic, etc. 2. the plant, found in southern Europe 
: 

I frica: also called sed Often with }* 
and porthern (teed plants of the lily family, with } 

-ourple flowers. - 
Manilla, = 

{ : 

y-rij’a-néz’), n.pl. [sing. ABORIGINE ft 
be sSontome tke Sie oe nate tee in Be. 2. -2 IN}, 1. r earliest known ie seas = es geeicn: natives. 2. the native animals 
a-bort (a-bért’), v.i. [< L. abortus, Dp. of aboriri, to § inna miscarry; ab-, from + oriri, to arise], 1. to give birth (Whe ens cuts — a) before the fetus is viable; have a miscarriage; hence, % 7 2. to come to nothing. 3.’in biology, to fail to develop; ms e wees stay rudimentary. v.t. 1. to cause to hake ey auc ij Ve 7 “ise? “tion. 2. to check (a diseaoa) before fully develinen : i mf 9 j -not a bor-ti-cide (9-bér’te-sid’), n. [< L, abortus (see a AS Ok ay i ABORT) -+ cidium < caedere, to ‘chi 1. destruction of z ae fl an the fetus in the womb. 2. an abortifacient. = é c Hehe S tee a-bor-ti-fa-cient (9-bér’ta-fa’shont), adj. l< L. abortio, ; Bi yi miscarriage (see ABORT) + ppr. of facere, to make), / f ] ‘ Li causing abomicn: n. something that causes abortion. } f ‘ / 5 Ne hee a-bor-tion (9-bér/shen), n. [L. abortio; see ABorT), 1. } 1g FRAG om expulsion of a fetus from the womb before it is viable; O- P \ ions miscarriage: called criminal abortion when unlawful, ’ G as arohie 2. an aborted fetus; hence, 3. anything immature and | e 

‘ incomplete, as a deformed creature, a badly, developed ' tot AP fF ~epoee Gail plan, ete. 4. in biology, a) arrest of development. 
ance. +) an organ whose development has been arrested. i a-bor-tion-ist (9-bér/shon-ist), n. a person who performs te 

haere: an abortion or abortions, especially a criminal abortion, 4 be, aoe — a:bor-tive (-bdr'tiv), adj. [ME. abortif; L. abortivus: see \ hike lirplane, aporT], 1. born too soon. 2. coming to nothing; un- 
pees used asa fo IN tou pati st Ste 2 facet ui ees a VR on nr cbyele 
tha ball mgt Ge wickod weet edna! iain issengers n r ty. 4. in medicine, a) causing abor- e 
coe eh or om extra point after a touchdown, ae buw ne am soon, ae” ny ee dls ro boO Er), enue maa ae \ ‘oa powder, [first used in Goa, India, c. 1852], a bitter, Mth. e - mive ‘ ee ee aa 
pelomah powder extracted from the BE of tthe 1. any ot 2p ae a = : | SS : ua srarobe tree: it is used in medicine. uamects) and peeing i By oat (got), n. [pl. Goats (gts), GOAT; see PLURAL, II, D, Los RES) fe ONT fale | that Bo0!, ote; AS. gal; akin to D: geit, G. getss, etc.; poet = male ceva . base *ghatdo-, he-goat, seen also in L. haedus, kid a or ak Person or thing ue, ’ goat], 1. a cud-chewing mammal related to the sheep: pee red. 4. [G-], (also uc | it has hollow horns that curve backward, straight hair, _"¢/#8ions, the creator and ruler o1 and a beardlike tuft on the chin: in medieval folklore  @8,etermal, infinite, all-powerful, a: . oF goat was used as the animal representation of prema og) eueuty Often used in. : lechery; hence, 2. lecherous man. 3, {Slang], aperson PO All Arena any God! © take the blame or punishment for others; iw Pea =P, is willing. * : Scapegoat. 4. ica the constellation Capricorn. Gudaye o-d Ne) ere ei tivensin: southerst ' get one’s goat, [Slang], to annoy, anger, or irritate one. chil into the Bay of Bengal: length, 900 mi. gs Roat-ee (g5-t6/), n. [< goat: from the resemblance to a 80d-child (god’child’), n. (pl. GopcuiL DREN (-chil’ goat's beard], a pointed beard on a man’s chin. the jon for whom a godparent is sponsor. watal talk or wriung, e goatfish (g6t/fish’), n. [pl. GoaTFisu, GOATFISHES (-iz); 204*dammed (god’damd’), adj. strongly - - er cover with slush, especially in mur Ss see, FISH], any os sew eral edible tropical fishes af hte genaed used 7 @ curse or strong inte or protecting. 2. to patch with mortar or 

“mily, with large scales, on - a Seer ee yee he eae fe a Beene enioeticn, long bar. god-d ,ush fund, 1. a fund established aboard ship from 
+> who he-* —e way: the sale of refuse fat, etc. and used to buy small r 

luxuries; hence, 2. money used for bribery, political 
UR prepare, or other corrupt purposes. : 

stuG}],  slush-y (slush/i), adj, [SLUSHIER ane SLUSHIEST (-i- Fe 
vent or fi ys 1. full of or covered with slush. 2. of or It i 

slush. 
.o slugs; @{ slut (slut), n. (ME. siutte, slotte (akin to G. dial. schlutte,  ¢ 

ayer with schlutz) < ON. or MLG.; basic sense in cognate MLG. \% ' 5 
slot, a puddle (cf. sLur, n.); for IE. base see SLEET], 1. 

k) + -ish}, a woman who is careless of her appearance; dirty, slov- Y 
ndisposed to enly woman; slattern, 2..a woman of loose character, 
moving; not 3. a bold or impudent girl: a humorous usage. 4. a p 

iormal vigor: female dog; bitch. 
slut-tish (slut/ish), adj. 1. like a slut; carelessly dirty ¢ . 

2; LL. exclusa, or untidy, 2. having the morals of a slut. t 
jude < ex-, out (shi), cas agi or SLYER ee SLIEST or SLYES: i 
annel or passage slifist)], (MI. slye, slege; ON. slegr, clever, cunning, 
head to regulate lit., able to strike < base of sla & AS. slean, to strike * Bs 

bite; lot, g6, hérn, td0l, look; oil, out; up, tise, fr; get; Joy; yets chin; she; thin, 
¢ in agent, 4 in sanity, o in comply, u in focus; ’ as in able (a’b'l); Fr. bal; &, Fr. 

“gue; H. G. ich; kh, G. doch. See pp. x-xit. { foreign; * hypothetical; < derived from. 
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