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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

To Hox. Wu. H. UrHAM,
Governor of Wisconsin.

Dear Sir—TI have the honor of presenting youas is required
by law the twenty-sixth annual report of the Transactions of
the Wisconsin State Horticultural Society, embracing the pa-
pers read and the discussions on the same at our yearly
meetings, one of which we held in the city of Madison and
one in the city of Waupaca. We have also published reports
from local societies located in different parts of the state
which show an increased interest in horticulture in these
several localities. We also give the amount of money re-
ceived from the state and the disposition made of the same
during the past year. We are glad to say we have an in-
creased demand from the children of Wisconsin for plants
which have been so generously donated by the various nur-
serymen of our state. We have located and planted during
the year a trial orchard in Marathon county near the city of
‘Wausau, where the different tree fruits will be tested so
that farmers and planters can find what varieties are suited
and avoid being swindled by irresponsible tree peddlers.

A. J. PHILIPS,

Secretary.
West Salem, November, 1896.
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS.

As amended February, 1885.

-

CONSTITUTION.

ArricLE I. This society shall be known as the Wisconsin State Hor-
ticultural Society.

ArTicLE II. Its object shall be the advancement of the art and science
of horticulture throughout the state.

ArticLE ITI. Its members shall consist of annwal members, paying
an annual fee of one dollar, which shall entitle the wife of such member
to the privileges of full membership; of secretaries of local horticultural
societies reporting to the state society, who shall be considered mem-
bers ex-officio; or life members, paying a fee of ten dollars at one time;
of honorary life members, who shall be distinguished for merit in horti-
cultural and kindred sciences, or who shall confer any particular bene-
fit upon the society; and honorary annual members, who may, by vote,
be invited to par icipate in the proceedings of the society.

ArTicLE IV. Its officers shall consist of a President, Vice-President,
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Superintend-
ent and an Executive Board. consisting of the foregoing officers and ad-
ditional members, one from each congressional distr.ct of the state, five
of whom shall constitute a quorum at any of its meetings. 1n addition
to the foregoing officers, the presidents of all local horticultural socie-
ties reporting to this society shall be deemed honorary members and
ex-officio vice-presidents of this society. All officers shall be elected by
ballot, and shall hold their office for one year thereafter, and until their
successors are elected; provided, the additional executive members may
be elected by the county or local hortienltural societies of their re-
spective districts.

ArTicLE V. The society shall hold its annual meeting for the elee-
tion of officers, commencing on the first Monday in February. It may
also hold a meeting in December of each year, at such place and time as
may be decided upon by the society, or the executive committee for the
exhibition of fruit and for discussions, and such other meeting for dis-
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cussions and exhibitions as the executive committee may direct, at such
time and place as the executive board shall designate.
ArticLE VL. This constitution, with the accompanying by-laws, may

be amended at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of the members
present.

AMENDMENT NO. 1.

The foregoing article four of the constitution was amended at the an-
nual meeting, February, 1895, to read: The president, vice-president,
treasurer, secretary and corresponding secretary shall be the execu-
tive committee of the society; also, that three of the aforesaid commit-
tee shall constitute a quorum to transact business.

BY-LAWS.

I. The president shall preside at meetings, and, with the advice of
the recording secretary, call all meetings of the society, and have general
supervision of the affairs of the society, and shall deliver an annual ad-
dress upon some subject connected with horticulture.

II. The vice-president shall act in the absence or disability of the
president, and perform the duties of the chief officer.

ITI. The secretary shall attend to all the correspondence,shall record
the proceedings of the society, preserve all papers belonging to the same,
and superintend the publication of its reports. He shall also present a
detailed report of the affairs of the society at its annual meeting. He
shall also endeavor to secure reports from the various committees, and
from local societies of the condition and progress of horticulture in the
various districts of the state and report the same to the society. It shall
be the duty of the secretary to make an annual report to the governor
of the state of the transactions of the society, according to the provis-
ions of the statutes for state reports.

IV. The treasurer shall keep an account of all moneys belonging to
the society and disburse the same on the written order of the president
countersigned by the secretary, and shall make an annual report of the
receipts and disbursements, and furnish the secretary with a copy of the
same on or before the first day of the annual meeting. The treasurer
elect shall, before entering upon the discharge of the duties of his office ,
give good and sufficient bonds for the faithful performance of his duties
subject to the approval of the executive committee.

V. The executive board may, subject to the approval of the society
manage all its affiairs and fill vacancies in the board of officers; three of
their number, as designated by the president, shall constitute a finance
committee.
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VI. It shall be the duty of the finance committee to settle with the
treasurer and to examine and report upon all the bills or claims against
the society which may have been presented and referred to them.

VII. The standing committees of this society shall be as follows; 1st,
Committee on finance, consisting of three members; 2d, Committee on
nomenclature and new fruits, consisting of three members; 3rd, Com-
mittee on observation, as now provided. Said committee to be ap-
pointed annually by the executive committee of the society.



ACT OF RE-ORGANIZATION

AND LAWS RELATING TO THE

STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.

CHAPTER 151, Laws OF 1879, As AMENDED BY CHAPTER 14, Laws or 1887.

SectioN 1. The executive committee of the Wisconsin State Horti-
cultural Society shall hereafter consist of ithe president, secretary and
treasurer of said society, and of one member from each congressional
distriet of the state, said members from the congressional distriets to
be chosen annually by the county and local horticultural societies in
the respective districts.

Secrion 2. The present officers and executive committee of said S0-
ciety shall hold their respective offices until the Tuesday next succeed-
ing the first Monday in February, 1880, and until their successors are
appointed.

Secriox 3. It shall be the duty of said society to aid in the formation
and maintenance of county and local horticultural societies, to promote
the horticultural interests of the state by the holding of meetings for
discussion; by the collection and dissemination of valuable information
in regard to the cultivation of fruits, lowers and trees adapted to our
soil and climate, and in every proper way to advance the fruit and tree
growing interests of the state.

Secriox 4. The annual meeting of the society for the election of its
officers, the transaction of general business, and the consideration of
questions pertaining to horticulture, shall be held at such time and
placeas may be determined at the last precading annual meeting. In
case of the failure of such meeting to so determine, the executive board
may call such meeting by giving at least thirty days’ notice to each
member of the society.

SectioN 5. All vacancies in the offices of said society may be filled
by the executive committee; and should there be a failure to elect a.
member of the executive committee in any district, the vacancy may



Act OF:RE-OBGANIZATION. xXiis

be filled by a two-thirds vote of the members of the society pr.sent at.

any regular appointed meeting.

Secrios 6. It shall be the duty of the secretary of s=aid society to
make an annual report to the governor of the state of the transactions
of the society, including an itemized account of all moneys expended
during the year, in addition to such matters as are now specified in the
law relating to the same.

CHAPTER 526, Laws oF 1889,

SectioN 5. And further, there shall be printed annually upon the ap-
proval and order of the commissioners of public printing, ten thousand
copies of the transactions of the;Wisconsin State Agricultural Society
the same to embrace the reports of the county and other agricultural
societies, and such matters pertaining to the agricultural industries of
the state as shall be deemed important, provided the whole number of
printed pages shall not exceed four hundred. Seven thousand copies
of the transactions of the Wisconsin State Horticultural Society, the
same to embrace such abstracts of reports of county and other horti-
cultural societies, and such matters pertaining to the horticultural in-
terests of the state as shall be deemed important, provided that the
whole number of printed pages shall not exceed two hundred. Eight
thousands copies of the transactions of the State Dairymen’s Associa-
tion, the same to embrace such other matters pertaining to the dairy
interests of the state as shall be deemed essential, provided that the
whole number of printed pages shall not exceed two hundred. Twelve
thousand copies of the report of the Agricultural Experiment Station
of the State University, provided that the whole number of printed
pages shall not exceed two hundred and fifty. Two thousand copies of
each of said reports to be bound separately in cloth, all others singly
in paper.

SectioN 6. The reports provided for in the preceding section shall
be distributed as follows, through the superintendent of public prop-
erty: Fifteen copies to each member of the legislature, fifty copies to
the State Horticultural Society, ten copies to each county agricultural
society, and district industrial association, which embraces two or more
counties and furnishes the State Agricultural Society a report of its
proceedings, to each of the four societies named in the preceding sec-
tion, fifty copies of each of the reports of the other three societies,
twenty-five copies of each of the reports to the library of the state uni-
versity; to the governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, state
treasurer, attorney general, state superintendent of public instruetion,
railroad commissioner and insurance commissioner, twenty-five copies
each; to the state superintendent of agricultural institutes, fifty copies;
to the superintendent of public property, commissioner of labor statis-
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tics, adjutant-general, quartermaster general, state board of health, each
ten copies; to each public library in the state, two copies: to each state
normal school, two copies; to each of the state charitable and penal
institutions, one copy; and the remaining copies to the respective
societies for distribution by their secretaries.

Section 7. In no case shall the number of printed pages in any re-
port provided for in the act exceed the maximum number specified, ex-
cept upon written request of the officers submitting the same, and then
only upon previous written approval of a majority of the commissioners
of public printing, such application and approval to be filed with the
secretary of state.

CHAPTER 417, Laws oF 1889,

Section 1. The governor is hereby anthorized to set apart by proec-
lamation one day in each year to be observed as a tree planting or arbor
day, requesting all public schools and colleges to observe the same by
suitable exercises, having for their object the imparting of knowledge
of horticulture, in the department known as arboriculture, and the
adornment of school and public grounds.

SectioN 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after
its passage and publication.

Approved, April 16, 1889,

JoiNnT ResoLuTioN No.19, A.

WHEREAS, The Wisconsin State Horticultural Society has many valu-
able books which it is desirable shall be preserved; and

WHEREAS, Many such have heretofore been lost in moving from room
to room; therefore,

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That room number
twenty-seven (27) in the capitol is hereby set apart for the permanent
use of said horticultural society; provided, that nothing herein con
tained shall be construed to prevent its use by the clerical force of
either branch of the legislature during any session thereof.

CHAPTER 148, Laws oF 1895.

AN Act to appropriate a sum of money to the Wisconsin State Horti-

cultural Society.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and as-
sembly, do enact as follows:

SecrioN 1. There is hereby appropriated the sum of fifteen hundred
dollars out of the general fund annually, to the Wisconsin State Horti-
cultural Society, and five hundred dollars to establish an additional ex-
periment station.

SectioN 2. Chap. 117, of the laws of 1893 is hereby repealed.
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SEcTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after
its passage and publication.
Approved April 8, 1895.

CHAPTER 339.

SectioN 3. There shall be printed seven thousand copies of transac-
tions of Horticultural society, four thousand of which shall be bound in
cloth, provided, the whole number of pages shall not exceed two hundred
and fifty.
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OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 189.
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CHas. HIRSCHINGER, Vice-President,
A. J. PHiuips, Secretary,

R. J. Cog, Treasurer,

J. L. Herssr, Corresponding Secreta.ry

COMMITTEES FOR 1896.

ON TRIAL ORCHARD,

Ex-Officio, the President and Secretary.
Caas. HirscHINGER, Baraboo,

J. D. SEARLES, Sparta,

Pror. E. S. Gorr, Madison,

J. C. PLumsB,
Pror. E. S. GoFr,
D. E. BixcHAM,

CHas. HIRSCHINGER,
R. J. CoE,
GEeo. McKERrRrROW,

FraNKLIN JOHNSON,
F. C. Epwarps,
W. J. MovyLE,

Geo. J. KELLOGG,
D. C. CoNVERSE,
G. A. FREEMAN,

Vie H. CAMPBELL,
D. C. CoNVERSE,

A. L. HarcH, :

NOMENCLATURE.

LEGISLATION.

. .

FINANCE.

REVISION OF FRUIT LIST.

RESOLUTIONS.

Ripon.
Baraboo.
West Salem.
Ft. Atkinson.
Sparta.

For one year.
For two years.
For three years.

Milton.
Madison.
Sturgeon Bay.

Baraboo.
Ft. Atkinson.
Sussex.

Baraboo.

. Fort Atkinson.

Yorkville.

Janesville .
Ft. Atkinson.
Sparta.

Evansville.
Ft. Atkinson.

Ithaca.
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Pror. E. S. GoFrF,

Vie H. CaMPBELL,

A. S. Rosixson,
J. L. Fisk,

J. BONNELL,

F.A. HarDEN, .
E. A. RicHARDSON,
A.J. Ebwarbs,

E. SINGLE, 3
Pror. E. 8. GoFF,
Joux MENN, .
W. D. Boyn~ToN,
DaxterL WILLIAMS,
FrANKLIN JOHNSON,
Mices Ricg,

A. L. Harosn,

F. H. WoLcorT,
W. A. WivLcox,
WaARREN GRAY,
LeLia RoBBixns,
W. J. MoyLE,

D. E. BixcHAM,
M. A. THAYER,

FIELD TRIALS,
5 . . . z Madison.

BADGES.
- 5 . - Evansville.

OBSERVATION,
3 h > Centralia.
. . . Omro.
Eau Claire.
Weyauwega.
. Sparta.
Ft. Atkinson.
z - . Wausau.,
: . : . Madison.
Norwalk.
Shiocton.
Summit,
Baraboo.
Milton.
Ithaca.
Appleton.
La Crosse.
Darlington.
Platteville,
Yorkville.
Sturgeon Bay.
Phillips.

To the Members of above Committee:

You have been appointed to make observations in the localities where
you reside, note changes as the season advances, note first blossoming of
tree fruits, damages by frosts and droughts, acreages of fruits, and as near
as possible give amounts received for fruits at your railroad stations. Give
results in top working if it is practiced to any extent, make a short con-
cise report of the fruit business, whether it is on the increase or otherwise.
If you have a local society, if so how many members have you in state
society. Get your report in by January 1st, 1897. We like to hear from
all of our committees, as the reports interest the society.

A. J. PHILIPS,
Secretary.



LIST OF NURSERYMEN AND FRUIT GROWERS IN
WISCONSIN.

Alsmeyer, E. C., De Forest, nurseryman and seed grower.

Barnes, A. D., Waupaca, Arctic nursery and fruit farm.
Boynton, W. D., Shiocton, evergreen specialist.

Chappell, F. H., Oregon, grower and dealer in nursery stock,
Coe & Converse, Fort Atkinson, nursery and small fruit,
Cash, W. H. H., New Lisbon, nurseryman and fruit grower.

Edwards, F. C., Fort Atkinson, small fruits.
Edwards, J. M., & Son, nursery and small fruits.

Hatch, C. A., Ithaca, bee-keeper and fruit grower.

Hatch, A. L., Ithaca, Hill Crest fruit farm.

Hirschinger, Chas., Baraboo, orchardist and nursery stock of all kinds.
Houser, John, Onalaska, small fruits and vegetables.

Jewett, Z. K., Sparta nurseries.

Kellogg, L. G., Ripon, small fruit a specialty.
Kellogg, Geo. J., & Sons, Janesville, Belle Cottage fruit farm.

Loope, 1. E., Eureka, orchard and small fruits.
Louden, F. W., Janesville, originator of Jessie Strawberry and Loudon
Raspberry.

McKerrow, Geo., Sussex, importer and breeder of mutton sheep.

Plumb, J. C., & Son, Milton nursery and dealers in nursery stock.

Philips, A. J., West Salem, orchard and nursery; introducer of Avista
and Eureka apples.

Parsons, A. A., Eureka, orchard and small fruits.

Perry, E. A., nursery and small fruits, Beaver Dam.

Robbins, Mrs. Lelia, Platteville, grower of small fruits.

Robinson, A. 8., Grand Rapids, vegetable grower.
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Springer, Wm. A., Freemont, the Freemont nurseries; originator of Wolf
River apple.

Seymour, A. N., Mazomanie, small fruits.

Spry, John, Fort Atkinson, grower of small fruits and plants.

Stammer, Wm., South Osborn, Columbian experimental nursery and fruit
farm.

Tuttle, A. G., Baraboo, small fruits.
Thayer, M. A., Sparta, small fruits.
Tobey, C. E., Sparta, Thayer fruit farm.

Yahr, Solon, West Bend, grower of small fruits.

Wilcox, W. A., box 335, La Crosse, nursery and fruit farm.
Hanchet & Son, Sparta, small fruit growers.

Scofield, E. J., Hanover, small fruit grower.
Richardson, E. A., Sparta, small fruit grower.

Freeman, G. A., Sparta, small fruit grower.

Herbst, J. L., Sparta, seed potato grower.

Bingham, D. E., Sturgeon Bay, nursery and small fruits.
Hardin, F. A., Weyauwega, nursery and small fruits.
Case, J. F., Eau Claire, small fruits, plants for sale.
Searles, J. D., Sparta, small fruit grower.

Johnson, Franklin, Baraboo, small fruits.

Toole, Wm., Baraboo, Pansy specialist.

Convey, Thomas, Ridgeway, Poland China hogs.



FRUIT LIST.

PEARS. *
Flemish Beauty, Bessimianki, Early Bergamot, Keifer.
PLUMS.

American varieties — De Soto, Cheney, Wolf, Rockford, Miner [if top
grafted].

European varieties for lake region—Abundance, Green Gage, Lom-
bard, Field, Hudson River, Purple Egg, Moore’s Arctic.

CHERRIES.

Hardiest — Early Richmond.
Kentish— English Morello.
For trial — Wragg, Bessarabian.

STRAWBERRIES.t

For shipment —*Warfield, *Crescent, Enhance, Wilson, Parker, Earle,
Van Deman, Sandoval, Splendid.

For near markets—*Bubach, *Haverland, Greenville, *Crescent,
*Warfield, Wood, Enhance, Jessie [on certain soils].

For home use — Jessie, *Bubach, *Warfield, *Crescent, Parker Earle.

For furnishing pollen to imperfect Jlowering kinds— Parker Earle,
Jessie, Wilson, Wood, Enhance, Van Deman, Saunders, Capt. Jack, Rio,
Wolverton.

Late — Eureka, Gandy, Parker Earle.

Early —Wood, *Crescent, Van Deman, Warfield, Rio.

For trial —Sparta.

* Note.—The best sites for apples, cherries, plums, pears and grapes in Wisconsin, are
elevated limestone soils, not too rich, and free from untimely spring frosts, or places
under the influence of bodies of water. Plant those kind that are succeeding best on
soils and sites similar to the one to be used; plant but few kinds with different kinds
near each other, rather than in large blocks, and thus secure better fertilization of
bloom ; to prevent injury by insects and parasitic fungi spray and give good cultivation
before July 1st each season.

T Note.—Those marked with an asterisk have imperfect flowers and should be planted
near those having perfect flowers.
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APPLES.
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APPLES—Continued.
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GRAPES.

For market vineyards—Moore’s Early, Worden, Concord, Brighton,
Delaware.

For home use—Moore’s Early, Worden, Brighton, Delaware, Massasoit,
Moore’s Diamond, Lindley.

Late keepers—Wilder, Lindley, Vergennes, Merrimac, Agawam,

Farly—Moore’s Early, Early Victor.

White grapes—Pocklington, Niagara, Green Mountain.

BLACK RASPBERRIES.

Nemaha, Gregg, Ohio, Older, Kansas,
Farly—Palmer.

RED RASPBERRIES.

Marlboro, Cuthbert, Shaeffer.
For trial—Columbia, Loudon.

BLACKBERRIES.
Snyder, Briton, Stone’s Hardy, Badger.
DEWBERRIES.
For trial—Lucretia, Bartel.
CURRANTS.

White—White Grape, White Dutch.
Red—Prince Albert, Victoria, Holland, Red Dutch.
Blaclk t—Lee’s Black Naples.

GOOSEBERRIES.

For general eultivation—Houghton, Downing.
For trial—Red Jacket, Triumph, Columbus, Queen.

*Winter protection recommended.
Grow best’in shady places; used for cooking only.



TREES AND SHRUBS RECOMMENDED.

EVERGREENS.

For screens and windbreaks.— Norway Spruce, Balsam Fir, White
Pine.

For hedges and screens for shearing.— Norway Spruce, American
Arbor Vitae, Red Cedar.

For lawns and cemeterics.— Norway Spruce for backgrounds. For
groups — American Arbor Vitae, Hovey’s Golden, Arbor Vitae Pyrami-
dalis, Arbor Vitae Siberian, Arbor Vitae, Juniper Excelso.

For small lawn decoration.— Juniper Sucica, Arbor Vitae, Hovey’s
Golden Arbor Vitae, Arbor Vitae Pyramidalis.

DECIDUOUS TREES.

For cemeteries.— Cut-leaved Birch, Wisconsin Weeping Willow, Weep-
ing Poplar.

For lawns.— All named above, and, in addition, Laurel-leaved Willow,
Mountain A sh Oak-leaved, Mountain Ash American, Mountain Ash Euro-
pean, Maple Cut-leaved, Maple Norway, Kentucky Coffee Tree, Catalpa,
Spiciosa, '"Elm American, Elm Scotch, Elm Weeping, European White
Birch.

SHRUBS FOR CEMETERIES.

Hydrangea, Paniculata, Cornus Philadelphus, Tree Lilac, Spirea Ja-
ponica, Spirea Van Houtii, Wahoo (American Strawberry Tree), Exchordia
Grandiflora.

For lawns.— All named above and, in addition, Purple Barberry, Pur-
ple Fringe, Upright Honeysuckle, Wigelia Rosea.

For sereens and hedges.— Upright Honeysuckle, Barberry Red Fruit-
ing.

ROSES.

Twelve best varieties Hybrid Perpetual.— Paul Neyron, Mrs. J. H.
Laing, Gen. Jacqueminot, Dinsmore, Marshall P. Wilder, Coquette des
Blanches, Earl of Dufferin, Jules de Margottin, Vick’s Caprice, Magna.
Charta, Prince Camille de Rohan, American Beauty.
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Moss, four best varieties.— Perpetual White, Salet, Paul Fontine,
Henry Martin.

Climbers, five best varieties.— Prairie Queen, Russell’s Cottage, Seven
.Sisters, Gem of the Prairie, Victor Verdier.

Hybrid China.— Madam Plantier, Madam Hardy.

Brier Roses.— Persian, Harrison.



REPORT OF THE TRANSACTIONS

OF THE
TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

Wisconsin State Horticultural Society

Held in Madison February 4, 5, 6, 7, 1896.

HORTICULTURAL - ROOMS,
Tuesday Evening, Feb. 4.
Convention called to order by President L. G. Kellogg.
Prayer was offered by Rev. J. D. Searles, Sparta.
President—It gives me great pleasure to see so many pres-
ent at our first meeting. It augurs well for an interesting ses-
sion and a good attendance throughout.

REPORT OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY ON PLANT
DISTRIBUTION FOR 1895.

J. L. Herbst, Sparta.

With the new suggestion offered by members of our Society
at our meeting here last winter and by the gifts made by six
more of our members for the season of 95, the number of ap-
plicants have reached to over 4,000.

Heretofore but two donations were made to the school chil-
dren, strawberry plants by Thayer Fruit Farms and spruce
trees by W. D. Boynton. This year the scholars were made-
another donation which included red raspberries.
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The offers this year were made to the scholars as follows:
The Wisconsin State Horticultural Society would give to all
children of this state who would apply and send five cents,
either six strawberry plants, three red raspberry plants or two
spruce trees. If all three offers were wanted fifteen cents
must be sent. The application must be made by the teacher
and the scholars must agree to report on their plants in the
fall on blanks which will be sent them.

Mr. J. Q. Emery, our state superintendent, aided us this year
by distributing the offers of the society on slips to all the
county superintendents, and requesting them that they distrib-
ute the offers to schools under their respective jurisdictions;
by this method we were able to reach very nearly all the
schools of the state so that but very few were left out. The
offers were also printed in the leading papers of our state.

The parties giving plants this year were as follows:

Thayer Fruit Farms, Sparta; Geo. J. Kellogg & Sons, Janes-
ville; Coe & Converse, Ft. Atkinson; J. D. Searles, Sparta; all
gave strawberry plants.

L. G. Kellogg, Ripon; Parson & Loope, Eureka; Han-

chett & Son, Sparta; all gave red raspberry plants.

W. D. Boynton, of Shiocton, gave spruce trees.

The packages contained either six strawberry plants, three
red raspberry plants, or two spruce trees, and were sent out
by the donors. X

Heretofore the donors used their own shipping tag to place
upon the packages. This year Society tags were printed in the
following manner: From the Wisconsin State Hortieultural
Society. Grown by—whoever the donor was.

As you all know the question arose last year as to whether
the donors derived any advertising out of the gifts, and the
above plan has been resorted to to the satisfaction of all.

Another plan which has been adopted is the directing of the
tag. Years previous to this the donor directed his own tags
from a list which was sent him from the corresponding secre-
tary. This necessitated the writing of all these names twice.
This year the tags were directed by myself and sent to the
donor with the money (less the amount deducted for sending
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report blanks). Less work was made for the donors and
fewer mistakes.

At a meeting of the executive committee the distributing of
plants was left entirely to me, and I adopted the above meth-
ods which I think satisfactory to both Society and donors.

I divided the applications for strawberry plants equally
among Thayer Fruit Farms, J. D. Searles, Coe & Converse
and Geo. J. Kellogg & Sons.

The applications for red rasyberry plants were divided
equally between L. G. Kellogg, Parson & Loope and Han-
chett & Son.

Applications for spruce trees were all sent to Mr. Boynton.

Number of applicants for strawberry plants........ 1,756
Number of applicants for red raspberry plants...... 1,288
Number of applicants for spruce trees.............. 1,072
Poial number- of appleamts. - . oo .. s omsiviens 4116
Sending fees to amounts of...............ccn..... $205.80
First year the Society gave plants the number of ap-

PHERIER oWas. oL L e S 1,443
PIE DRRE Fear ol e e s e e e 4116
Second year the Society gave plants.............. 1,507
A ST T AL e e S s e e e S 4,116
Third year the Society gave plants.................. 3,036
R e e AR YA e e e e e e 4116

an increase of 2,673 over the number of applicants the first
year and an increase of 1,080 over last year.

Thayer Fruit Farms, J. D. Searles, Coe & Converse and Geo.
J. Kellogg & Sons each received 439 applicants for strawber-
ries. ; '

L. G. Kellogg, Parsons & Loop, and Hanchett & Son each
received 429 applications for red raspberries, and W. D. Boyn-
ton received 1,072 for trees.

Allowing six strawberry plants for each scholar that applied
for strawberries, the number of strawberry plants sent out
was 10,536, or about enough for two acres. Allowing three
red raspberry plants for each red raspberry applicant the num-
ber of raspberry plants sent out was 3,864, or enough for about
11-2 acres. Number of spruce trees sent out was 2,144.
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Total number of plants, strawberry, raspberry and

trees, was..... o el e e ol & Sl e kT ae e e A e e 16,544
Total number reporting on strawberries............ 193
Total number reporting on raspberries...... iy 153
Total number reporting on trees................... i

Toinl SORoRRINE. .. o ol s s e 519

or 121-2 per cent. of applicants reported a decrease of 2 per
cent. under that of the previous year.

The following figures are taken from the 519 who have re-
ported: '

Total number of strawberry plants living........... 691
Total number of new strawberry plants living...... 4,427
Total number of red raspberries plants living........ 178
making new growth of 176 ft., 3 in.

Number of trees living........... LD e 208

making a new growth of 43 ft. 1 in.

Years previous to this I have simply deducted enough from
the fees sent to pay the cost of sexding back to the applicant
blanks on which they were to report. This year I have de-
ducted more. I have deducted enough to pay all the expenses
necessary to carry on this work, and still the domors had
enough to pay for mailing the packages.

If the Society continues this plant distribution I have one
suggestion to make, which, if adopted by the Society, I think
will aid the donors, the corresponding secretary and the appli-
cant. I would suggest that the donors send their plants to the
corresponding secretary in one package, and that the corres-
ponding secretary send these packages out. The donor can
be advised when to send the plants to the corresponding secre-
tary. This plant distribution is gaining, and if it continues
your correspondng secretary must have some compensation
for his work.

Many of you are not aware of the amount of work connected
with this plant distribution. Think of the 4,116 applications
coming to the corresponding secretary in about two weeks’
time! TLetters of all denominations containing post office
money orders, express money orders, checks, stamps ani coins,
from five cents to silver dollars, dollar bills and registered
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letters. These must all te looked over, the namwes recorded
and tags directed, then report blanks sent to them, money or-
ders and checks cashed. And this is not all; be careful how
you write to the lady school teacher! I have had enough ex-
perience in that line. When you make any promises to them
be sure they hold good. I received an application for plants
from a certain teacher after the time had expired, and I re-
turned the letter and money. I need not tell you what hap-
pened. Suffice it to say, she got the plants.

Still there are some pleasures connected with the work. It
is a pleasure to read the reports as they come in, and note
the different experiences the children have in growing their
plants. Many of them are very interesting and so many of
them wish to try another year. Some write to find out the
best ways of protecting their plants for the winter and I try
to tell them.

I believe the Society is doing a good thing in this work and
think it should be carried on. ;

DISCUSSION.

Wm. Toole—I think we are all strongly impressed with this
work and the benefit it confers. We have also gained an idea
of the amount of work our corresponding secretary does. I
would like to make the motion, if motions are in order, that
Mr. Herbst make out an estimate of his expenses, and the So-
ciety allow them.

President—By vote of the executive committee, last year,
Mr. Herbst was allowed his expenses.

Secretary—I was at Mr. Herbst’s when he had over one hun-
dred letters to open and answer. A girl wrote, saying: “I
saw your offer and would like to have you send me some trees.
I do not think we can grow small fruit here but T know we
can grow evergreens because there are evergreens in the
woods. I wish you would send me two trees and I will take
care of them.” On another sheet of paper a boy wrote, say-
ing he was nine years old, and said, “If you send my sister two
trees I wish you would send me some, and T will take care of
them.” There was also another letter from a boy who said

he was-seven years old. I guess he wrote it himself. These
2



18 WiscoNsSIN STATE HORTICULTURAL SocIETY.

letters were all from one family living near Medford. I went
to Medford last fall and I inquired for the family, and I
walked three-fourths of a mile to see them; they were a Ger-
man family. I found the trees had been planted out and had
been taken care of as well as Hirschinger could take care of
them. They had mulched them and had put pebbles around
to hold the mulching. Those people have an interest in our
Horticultural Society, and it may be the means of making
horticulturists of them.

J. L. Herbst—I have the reports from the children who have
received plants and trees, and I do not know what to do with
them.

B. 8. Hoxie—I think they should be put in a bundle and pre-
served in our library for future reference. Some one may
want to write up this matter some time. I think that we do
not want another salaried officer. I think the action of the
executive committee last winter, in allowing Mr. Herbst
enough to pay his expenses, is the best way for us to do in this
matter.

Geo. J. Kelloge—I think the plan last year was the most
satisfactory to every one except the corresponding secretary.
It made a good deal more work for him than it had before. I
believe our Society is able to compensate the corresponding
secretary for his work. The objection to the plant distribution
heretofore has been that the donors did not receive anything
by-way of advertising, but they did this year by the use of
the tags.

Mr. Perry—It seems to me that Mr. Herbst should not take
the work of the five donors. I think it is quite a responsibility
for him to take the work of five more men. I think the better
way is for the donors to ship directly to the applicants, be-
cause plants like the strawberry plant is, as you know, better
not to be handled over.

Wm. Toole—I have a great deal of experience, each year, in
packing and sending plants by express. We all know those
who receive plants will receive them in better condition if they
are shipped direct from the growers.

President—I agree with Mr. Toole and Mr. Perry. I would



REPORT ON LocATING THE NEW TRIAL ORCHARD. 19

not like to be responsible for the condition of my plants if
they were to be repacked.

N. E. France—I see no reason why this matter should not
be left with the executive committee the same as last year.
Let it arrange for compensating the corresponding secretary,.
and let the plants be sent out direct from the growers.

Chas. Hirschinger—I move that the further consideration-
of this question be deferred until Wednesday at 2 p. m.

Motion prevailed.

_President—If any members have offers to make in the di-
rection of plants for distribution I wish they would hand them
to the secretary tomorrow afternoon in writing.

REPORT OF A. J. PHILIPS ON THE LOCATING OF THE
NEW TRIAL ORCHARD.

April 20th, 1895, at a meeting of trial station committee,
called by President Kellogg, at Madison, Wis., Prof. E. 8. Goff
and myself were appointed a committee to locate the new trial
orchard in northern Wisconsin somewhere near the latitude
of Antigo, or near the 45th parallel. We started the 24th and
spent the balance or four days of that week at Antigo and
vicinity, also Merrill and vicinity. We found some good sites
at both places, especially the latter on the farm of Hon. David
Finn who we found much interested in the work, but unex-
pectedly we found the season so far advanced that we did not
deem it advisable to try to plant any trees before the spring
of 1896. So we concluded to take another trip later on in
the growing season. We set a time to go again in July, but
a few days prior to starting Prof. Goff was suddenly sent to
Colorado. I was somewhat disappointed but started on the
trip alone. I first visited Marshfield, where T found the citi-
zens very anxious for the new station; found some good loca-
tions both north and south of the city, but they were farther
south than we had thought of locating. Went from there to

Price county; found some good sites near Phillips, but found
it new and rather farther north than we had contemplated lo-

cating. From there I went to Medford, which is aimost ex-
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actly the same latitude as Antigo and Merrill. Here I found
some good sites, and found some young trees grown from
grafts, and found a skilled young man that was anxious to
do the work; found a fair site near him but the parties wanted
to sell the land rather than lease it. From here I went ta
Wausau, and found sites both east and west of the city on the
high lands that seemed well suited, but I selected nothing
definite as I wanted to have Prof. Goff’s opinion on these dif-
ferent locations. So later on in October President Kellogg
consented to go with us, and I notified Prof. Goff where we
would meet him, but he was away from home and we went
alone. We looked over the sites near Wausau for two days
and finally settled on a site on the farm of Mr. Ed Single,
about three miles from the city, providing the same suited
Prof. Goff. T waited for him to visit it and the one at Med-
ford, but when November arrived the Professor was so busy
arranging for his winter school that Prof. Henry told me I
had better go ahead and locate it, which I have done with
President Kellogg’s approval of the site and the man we have
engaged to do the work. I will say that we are under obliga-
tions to Mr. Finn of Merrill, to the Business Men’s Association
of Marshfield, to Mr. A. J. Perkins of Medford, M. A. Thayer
of Phillips, to J. M. Smith, Robt. Parcher and W. C. Silver-
thorn of Wausau, for their kirdness and interest shown, and
we hope that the work will be so conducted in this orchard
that these other locations may also have a similar one in the
future. The main drawback at Mr. Finn’s was the distance
from the city—seven miles. Judging from the trees that
have been bearing from one to ten years near this new orchard,
I am of the opinion that if it is set and managed properly that
it can be made self-supporting in five to seven years. I deem
this matter of sufficient importance that I have appropriated
one session wholly to the discussion of the best plans for plant-
ing the same. Of the $500.00 appropriated, it has cost about
one hundred dollars to get it located, which is not really an
easy thing to do and should not be done in a hurry, as we
feel that if successful it will be a valuable object lesson to
all of Wisconsin south of township number 29, where it is
located.
All of which is submitted.
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DISCUSSION.

Q. How far is this site from Wausau?

Secretary—Three miles.

F. L. Barney—I think the location is all right for that sec-
tion and further south, but for further north I do not think
it is quite so good.

Prof. Goff—I felt quite willing to submit the location to Mr.
Philips’ judgment. We had traveled somewhat together, and
T think he has made as good a location as 1 could have done.

Secretary—I will read the lease, and T would like to have
it approved by the Society. (Reads)

Geo. J. Kellogg—I move that the Society approve the lease
as now made.

Chas. Hirschinger—I move it be deferred until tomorrow.

Secretary—I would rather it be settled tonight. A lawyer
has examined it and pronounced it all right.

Geo. J. Kellogg—I have listened very intently to the reading
of the lease and the only thing I see to object to is, I think we
ought to have the control of that piece of land.

Chas. Hirschinger—I think we never gain anvthing by going
too fast. I do not think the lease covers ground enough.

Secretary—Last winter we decided at our meeting if the
legislature would make us the appropriation that we would
take ten acres for a trial orchard. Ten acres for an experi-
mental orchard is quite a piece of ground, and so we made the
bargain with the man to fence in the whole ten acres and
we are to use all of it that we want.

Chas. Hirschinger—We in the legislature expected that the
ten acres should be owned by the state. I do mot approve of
alease. I think we should own the land for the trial orchard.
‘When you ask for an appropriation you expect to come before
that committee and make a report. Now you would have to
crawl out of the room, you could not make a report. You are
to have $500 per year for experimental work and you cannot
use any of it for your expenses.

Secretary—We talked this matter over carefully, with re-
gard to owning this land. We talked with Mr. Casson and
others, and they decided that we could not hold any land, or-
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ganized as we are. They advised us to rent it for a term of
years and we acted accordingly.

B. S. Hoxie—I move to amend the motion that whenever
this lease be accepted that it shall be recorded in the recorder
of deeds’ office in the county where the land is situated.

Motion of Mr. Hirschinger to defer the question until
Wednesday was carried.

Geo. McKerrow—I think it would be well for a committee of
three to be appointed by the chair to take this matter to the
attorney general and get his opinion and report it to the con-
vention. I will make it as a motion.

Motion prevailed, and the chair appointed Chas. Hirschinger,
N. E. France, J. D. Searles, as such a committee.

STRAWBERRY LESSONS OF 1895.

Geo. J. Kellogg, Janesville.

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:—

If there are any ways by which we can obviate the difficul-
ties resulting from frost and drouth, as in 1895, and secure
a crop of small fruits, that is what we would like to know; and
these suggestions are made, hoping that closer observations
may be continued and better ways devised, whereby greater
success may be achieved.

We do not think that covering can protect when ice forms;
we believe altitude and large bodies of water the only safe
locations; we have confidence in removing the mulch between
the rows and lightly cultivating the ground from early spring
to blooming time, to retain the moisture below, dry out and
warm the surface which will in a measure prevent frost set-
tling as it does on mulched ground; protecting by covering with
the winter mulch after bloom may pay if the mulch is handy
by and the thermometer does not go too low; in this case I be-
lieve there is more hope in a cold water spray before thawing
commences; this I believe the most effectual of anything when
plants are frozen. The application may begin at midnight but
the best time is from day light till sun rise. The smudge pro-
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tection will succeed only when the atmosphere will cause the
smoke to settle and remain over the plantation.

Protection from drouth, except by irrigation, is best secured
by cultivation from the very earliest time in spring when the
ground will work, continued weekly throughout the season,
aided by heavy manure mulch in the rows, between the plants,
after the first hoeing in early spring.

Irrigation “a la Prof. Goff” when water supply and the gentle
slope of the plantation will permit, or by flowing wells, apply-
ing the water between the rows at all hours day or night as
needed, is best. To irrigate on level ground the water must
be carried in pipes and hose, and if not applied between the
rows, the application by spraying should not be made upon the
foliage except in cloudy weather, or until after 4 p. m. and
stop at 9 a. m. The immense amount of water needed in ir-
rigation will be seen when we realize that an inch of rainfall
means 1,000 barrels per acre. No feeble effort in irrigation
will be a success. Water applied on the foliage when the sun
is shining is a damage. Now what varieties of strawberries
will best recover from frost and best stand drouth?

Of 47 varieties in one plantation the 1st of June, '95, Tim-
brell showed best of all. Next in order were Bissel, Splendid.
Warfield, Earle. Lovett, Haverland, Enhance, Crescent, Mus-
kingum, Greenville, Tenn. Prolific, No Name, Woolverton,
Saunders, Shuster’s Gem and Standard. Next in order were
Beverly, Jessie, Princeton Chief, Ivanhoe Guick, Louise, Cy-
clone, Bubach, Wood, Robinson, Shuckless and Capt. Jack.
Of the seventeen kinds that proved worthless in '95 were Wil-
son, Marshall, Van Deman, Rio, Dew, Roe, Beebe, etc.

These notes may prove nothing unless corroborated on other
plantations and different soils by different growers.

Of those kinds utterly failing, we expect good things of
Marshall, Van Deman and Rio. Timbrell that made the best
showing we consider an amateur berry and may prove worthy
planting for home use on certain soils. Of the varieties we
had in other plantations, not classified above, which we shall
not discard, I will mention Eureka, Stayman No. I, Gandy,
Princess, Barton’s Eclipse, and Edgar Queen.

This array of varieties may seem confusing, but to the large
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grower it may give comparison of notes that are valuable. For
the farmer I will mention as best four perfect blossoming
kinds, Wood, Lovett, Splendid and Enhance. Best four pistil-
late: Warfield, Crescent, Haverland and Bubach, or Eureka
for late. I have not mentioned Jessie for on certain soils it
isa failure. Where it does succeed it is a splendid family and
near market berry. We hope Marshall may prove a success;
the foliage and vigor of plant is very promising, but we fear
it will need extra care and culture like the Earle.

SMALL FRUIT GROWING FOR A YOUNG MAN WITH
SMALL CAPITAL.

By G. A. Freeman, Sparta.

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:—

I do not know why it is that my name should have been
placed upon the program for a paper on “Small Fruit Growing
for a Young Man With Small Capital,” unless it is for the
simple reason that I realize and appreciate the meaning of the
expression more fully than any one else of same experience
as myself, upon whom the task might devolve.

I am a firm believer in the doctrine that in order to make
a success in life, one must be more or less self-reliant; if we
depend too much upon our neighbor’ management, as a model
after which to manage our affairs, we are quite apt to be de-
feated in the end. Again, if we would be successful in any
undertaking, we must be thoughtful students in the line of
work which we have selected. One farmer may be success-
ful in stock raising, while another chooses instead to raise
grass seeds, hay and corn for the market: but either may be
suceessful if he be thoughtful and prudent in his management.
So I believe there may be different means of successfully aec-
complishing the same ends. I know of no occupation more
suitable for a young man with small capital than that of
small fruit growing.

Why? T believe it is the duty of every man, while yet in
the morning of life, to prepare for a cloudy future, for we
know not when the rain will come,
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“For into each life some rain must fall,
Some days must be dark and dreary.”

Small fruit growing necessarily implies an investment in
real estate, which is better than a savings bank account.

Right here let me say to the young man, do not be led to
believe that an eighty acres of sand at one hundred and fifty
dollars would be a better investment than good land at fifty
or one hundred dollars an acre. It is not so. I will sell more
dollars’ worth of small fruit annually from one acre of my
land than many a so-calleld sand farmer has realized from
his quarter section. The young man who invests in real es-
tate is quite likely to add to it by way of improvement, and
thus save the small earnings, and by so doing he will erect
a monument to his credit, and a sure defense in time of phys-
ical disability.

As a matter of income, judging from the experience of those
with whom I have been associated, as well as my own experi-
ence as a small fruit grower, I think that small fruit growing
as an occupation will compare very favorably with that of the
farmer, mechanic, merchant, or perhaps a score of others which
might be named. To be sure, the fruit grower has many
drawbacks as well as his farmer friend; frosts may injure
his crop this year, and a protracted drought reduce it to one-
half' mext year, but let us not be discouraged by trifles, but
renew our faith, zeal and courage, and remember that our des-
tiny lies in reaching the top of the ladder step by step instead
of by a single bound, and suddenly acquired wealth is often
transient.

Methinks I hear some one interrogate after this wise:
Young man, if the conditions are the same, and fruit growers
meet with the same disadvantages during the next three years
that they have for three years past, where will you be, finan-
cially, at the end of that period? To such a one I would say
emphatically: Making a good living and accumulating prop-
erty. The same unseen hand that causes the frost to fall upon
the strawberry blossoms, will also point out to the thought-
ful, painstaking horticulturist the way to meet and overcome
adverse circumstances, so that he may come out more than
conqueror in the end. But I am fully convinced that the time
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has already come when the brain as well as the muscle must
play an active part in order to insure success in any occupa-
tion; and in every case let us try and content ourselves, if
need be, with little beginnings, bearing in mind the words of
the poet:

“The heights by great men gained and kept,
Were not attained by sudden flight;

But they, while their companions slept,
Were toiling upward in the night.”

It is a solemn fact that there are many young men in our
cities, as well as those whom I might mention as dear to me
during the latter part of my school life, who were not satis-
fied with small beginnings, but feeling capable of filling almost
any position within reach of the ordinary intellect, have waited
for @ so-called “snap” at forty, sixty or one hundred dollars.

Perhaps one in a thousand feund the “snap” and the rest
are waiting vet, and they have waited so long that it has be-
come their business and no one cares to speculate in the mat-
ter of their conversion to habits of usefulness.

I will not attempt to discuss this subject at length from a
business s tandpoint, but it is evident that the fruit grower b--
comes a part of the business world, and although in many in-
stances he finds himself in the midst of a multitude of prob-
lems, perhaps minute in detail, but in the solution of which
may be found just the very experience that he may need in
time to come in solving other and greater problems. Strict
business principles tend to mental improvement as well as
moral uplift.

How many men there are today, who, if they could turn
the pages of a daybook or ledger and see where perhaps hun-

- dreds or even thousands of dollars have been worse than
squandered by their individual foolishness, would blush with
shame, whereas if they had started out on strictly business-
like principles and formed the habit of registering systemat-
ically all receipts and expenditures, they might have been
justly proud to place before the world’s gaze the figures that
speak aloud of a life of economy and usefulness.

The occupation in question affords abundant source for such
habits; in fact, they are almost compulsory—as indispensable
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in the case of the small fruit grower as with the grocer or
the druggist. When once the habit is formed. if properly
nourished, it soon becomes second nature. X

We love our upright, energetic business men, but for these
the world would soon degenerate. Who but they start any
noble project? They build our cities and rear our manufac-
tories; they ftill the soil; they grow small fruit; they draw
treasures from the mines. Blessings on them! There is in
the character of nearly every young person, except perhaps
the experienced school teacher, the lack of a self-discipline so
necessary in order to properly fit him for assoeiation with the
great variety of natural dispositions, which he will certainly
come in contact with in his every day life, and I find in the
occupation of which I speak, an opportunity to acquire to some
extent this much needed experience. While we are all am-
bitious eof our personal interests, I doubt if there is a young
man present who cares to live entirely to himself; but all wish
the world to he better for our having lived in it, and here lies
the golden opportunity for us to exert a kindly influence on
the homes and in the home life of our respective communities;
for we must acknowledge the home as the true foundation
of society, and whatever of general refinement we add to our
home life, will certainly tend to the uplifting of society and
the advancement of our country. It has been well said that
if we would be remembered after we are dead, we must write
something worth reading or do something worth writing
about, and while so many of us lack faith of being able to
accomplish the former, our only hope is in the latter.

Last of all, but not by any means least, is the subject of
health to be considered. Why is it that now a family of two
or three will consume more small fruit annually than would
a family of ten or twelve ten years ago? It is because they
have learned from actual experiment that health is wealth,
and as long as good home grown fruit is within their reach
they will not do without it. How often we hear such expres-
sions as these: “Those raspberries seem to be just what my
system needs.” “Oh! if I could only have all the strawberries
I want!” “It seemed as if those strawberries you sent me
when T was sick tasted the best of anything that I ever ate.”
Ibelieve it to be a fact without doubt that the free use of good
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wholesome fruit has saved. and will save, many dollars’ worth
of medical advice, and make many a life longer and happier.
And while we believe this to be true, we know of no conditions
that will be so sure to produce the reality, as for the young
man to become a grower of this small fruit.

We also find on the fruit farm a system of manual labor
coincident with good bodily exercise and muscular activity.
Again we find an abundance of indoor employment during the
winter months and bad weather in summer, Taking into con-
sideration the many opportunities offered us, shall not we
press forward in the paths of right, encourage those who have
started in the good work, and thus do justice to ourselves,
and become public benefactors in the communities in which
we live?

Secretary—One of the aims of this society has been to in-
terest the young men. Now we have just heard a paper from
a young man and I want to hear from Mr. Stickney about the
paper.

J. 8. Stickney—I want to say that I have not listened to a
paper for a long time that I have been so much interested in
as this paper we have just listened to..

Mrs. Treleven—As I was listening to that young man’s pa-
per I was reminded of our local societies and I felt that we
make a mistake in not making more effort to try to get the
young people in.

M. E. Hinkley—We have heard from two young men this
afternoon and we do not want to give them too much taffy,
but if they are the right kind of young men it will not hurt
them. If their practice is as good as their theory they will
be heard from in the future.

THE FUTURE OF THE STATE HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

Wm. Toole, Baraboo.

These few remarks in regard to the future work of our fo-
ciety are not offered with the expectation of wisely directing
its plans, but rather hoping that suggestions may bring out
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discussions which shall definitely shape its work for a more
prosperous and useful future.

You older members, who have in the past, and to the pres-
ent time, striven together to promote the interests of horti-
culture in our state, can look with pride over the good which
has been accomplished, and from our vista of present knowl-
edge, view hopefully the future, feeling that through wisely
directed efforts, our society may do more than ever to help
add to the wealth of the people, and also add comfort and
beauty to their homes. i

While much has been done, and much more will be done,
solely for the love of doing good, yet a great deal of service
is required which must be paid for. If our secretary is well
paid we have a right to ask good service in return, but if our
widening sphere of usefulness increases our demands on him,
then his remuneration should equal our requirements. So, too,
if our society does missionary work by carrying the gospel of
horticulture into new fields, or increases its work through °
trial stations, we have increased expenses to be provided for.

‘We have but two sources of revenue to depend upon, indi-
vidual membership fees and appropriations from the legisla-
ture. If we are proud of our society, then, to promote its
aims and ability for doing good, we should each strive to add
to its membership, not only for the dollars brought in, but,
still more, for the working strength which an active member-
ship gives. That we are entitled to state aid is fully recog-
nized, but if we ask for any definite sum we must necessarily
show good reason why it should be given.

Some of you will remember being called upon last winter to
explain to the legislative committee why we needed the sum
asked for. As the appropriation was made, we may feel that
good reasons were given. It would be well if the aims and
plans of this Society were so well defined that active members
could, at any time, show good reasons for trying to secure
appropriations or memberships.

To make ‘a clear showing of the affairs of the society we
should adopt a systematic plan of accounting for expendi-
ture of its funds. We have been favored in the past with the
integrity of those who have handled the moneys of the society
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and we may be equally fortunate in the future, but we should
have opportunity at any time to study the items that we may
know where to economize when necessary. Thanks to those
in our state who have done pioneer horticultural work in ex-
perimenting for themselves and others. The knowledge they
have given us has been a nucleus which, added to by the many
excellent papers on kindred subjects and the discussions of
our meetings, has created a fund of horticultural literature,
which, preserved by our horticultural reports, is of incalcu-
lable value, not only to our own state, but also to a large
portion of the United States. Yet much as we value them we
have not been fully satisfied with these reports. It has seemed
as if the editing had not been well done. Those who have
had much to do with printers know that letting to the lowest
bidder does not secure good service, and the legislature should
grant us relief from being obliged to accept whatever the
printers choose to furnish.

Probably the greatest disappointment comes from the re-
ports of discussions, and with all due regard to the necessity
for condensing a mass of records which could not possibly all
appear in the printed report, we feel that we, many times,
miss the intention of the speakers and that which should have
been the best preserved has often been lost.

We believe that a typewritten report, in full, of the discus-
sions should be furnished the secretary and from this he could
carefully select what would be most valuable for future ref-
erence.

We should not overlook our relations to local horticultural
and kindred societies. We would like to know how many hor-
ticultural societies have been organized through the help of
the state society; how many of these are still in existence;
to what extent they have been helpful to the state society,
and if in any case we pay the expenses of delegates from so-
cieties which do not keep up an active organization.

There is no doubt that sending delegates to and receiving
the like from sister state societies has been in the interests
of horticultural knowledge, vet we wish to know if such in-
tercourse with all has been equally profitable.

Our relations with the State Agricultural Society of late
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years has been peaceful and friendly, yet, in ounr desire to
strengthen cordiality between the two societies, we should
not forget that the dignity of our Society is equal to theirs.

Our Trial Stations have been continued long enough to fur-
nish data from which to judge if they pay or if any one of
them cannot profitably be continued. Should their number
be increased or plan of management be changed? Madison be-
ing the state capital, as well as more central than any other
large city, we may naturally continue to look on it as the home
of our society. It seems as if there should be more local in-
terest shown in our work. To bring that about perhaps we
need to feel more interest in the horticultural wants of such
cities as Madison and Milwaukee. In decorative horticulture
we have gone over the ground very broadly, touching lightly.
While not desirable to g0 to extremes in any direction there
is much we might profitably learn from the Massachusetts and
Pennsylvania Horticultural Societies.

While strengthening home ties we should mot forget our
abiding place. To have no place in the capitol building would
seem like being robbed of our birthright, yet we must not
shut our eyes to the fact that during legislative winters the
room we occupy is very much needed for other purposes and
it would be well to plan for the use of some hall if necessary.
I think I might add another point and that is, do we do all
we can, or ought to do, by the way of advertising ?

DISCUSSION.

B. S. Hoxie—I think perhaps Mr. Toole does not understand
that all the financial expenses are not published because it
would take too much valuable space in our reports. The items
of expenditure all go before the auditing committee and are
acted upon. All of the bills go before that committee. With
regard to getting a shorthand reporter and putting the report
in typewriting, I found while T was compiling the reports that
it took more work to go over the reports and cut out what was
unnecessary, and that it would cost more than our society
could afford to pay. A shorthand reporter takes down every-
thing that is said and there is a great deal of repetition, which,
of course, must be cut out. I do not know how we can prevent-
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mistakes in our printed reports unless the state will gix'e us
a sufficient appropriation so we ean engage our own printers.
I often found that my corrections in the proof were not noticed
by the printers.

‘Wm. Toole—I have had printing done for three vears by the
Democrat Company and I find trouble in the same way. 1 very
carefully correct and still there are errors when the work comes
out. I cannot but feel that in the reporting of the discussions
much that is valuable is lost sight of, and, in looking over what
I have said and others, it would seem to me much better if we
could have a shorthand reporter. I think we should always
have an itemized report of expenses.

Secretary—I do not know that it is possible, as Mr. Hoxie
says, to get out a report with no mistakes. I know that the So-
ciety in Minnesota employs a shorthand reporter and I notice
that their volume contains more mistakes than ours. There
is occasionally an error that creeps in that we cannot seem to
avoid however much we may wish to do so. With regard to
itemized accounts, T always send in an itemized bill to Presi-
dent Kellogg to look over. I have always had great confidence
in his ability to do those things. This year our reports were
so long that we overrun our allowance thirty pages. I try to
get out as good a book as I know how. We all make mistakes.
With regard to advertising our meetings in the newspapers,
I sent the program to thirty-five papers in the state, and it
was published in a number of them. This year I sent 200 pro-
grams to families in the city of Madison, and I think you will
see a larger audience here this year than ever before.

Chas. Hirschinger—You either pitch into the editors or the
legislature, and there are some of them in the room tonight.
The law is all right, and the printing is let to the lowest bidder.
I think our work costs us about fourteen cents. Now if you
get the legislature to give you a larger appropriation and you
hire your own printer it will cost you about twenty-five cents
acopy. If they do not do their work right you must take the
books back to them. The Secretary is not obliged to accept
them unless they are as they should be. The officers should
take more interest in the society. When the matter came up
in the legislature I asked for 300 pages and your Secretary
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said he could get along with what he had, and so they said te
me, “You are asking for more pages than your people want.”
The secretary has overrun thirty pages this year, so you see F
am about right after all. I would not have come out publicly
on the secretary if he had not hurt my feelings in there.

Secretary—Well, you are about right, and you are almost
always right, if no one talks after you. I was asked if I would
rather have more pages or more bound volumes, and I said
I would rather have more bound volumes. Every one prefers:
a bound volume to one in paper. It is easy enough to stand:
here and find fault but when you take all those papers, some
of them written finely, it is pretty hard to estimate how many
pages you will need; it’s not easy to plan them and not over-
run the number of pages. I would rather have 5,000 bound
in cloth than to have 7,000 bound in paper. The Secretary of
State has been liberal . with us and has given us a few more
pages.

Chas. Hirschinger—TI did not expect there would be any feel-
ing on this subject. No one has any chance unless he talks
after Mr. Philips.

B. 8. Hoxie—I did not wish to find any fault with the law.
I think it is all right. I have heard so much said about mis-
takes here. T know it is almost impossible to prevent them.
I have ceased looking to find perfect things, but I wish to state
that it is not always the fault of the reporter or of the secre-
tary who edits the volume. If the time ever comes when we
can get an appropriation and hire our printing done we may,
perhaps. be able to get it done as we want it. Mr. McKerrow
who has some 40,000 Institute Bulletins printed has some
chance to dictate to the printers.

Mr. Marslem—If you want to make these meetings a success
You must advertise them. We do not want Wisconsin to get
in the rear. I came into the country fifty years ago and I do
not expect to stay in it for the next fifty. We must look to
the young people to take our places, and so we must get them

interested.
2
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REPORT OF E. J. SCOFIELD, HANOVER.

Delegate to Northern Illinois Horticultural Society.

Through the courtesy of this Society it was my pleasure to
represent you at the meeting of the Northern Illinois society,
which convened December 3d and 4th, at Sterling, IIl. Meet-
ing was held in the City Hall, in the room of the Illinois Fire-
men’s Association. Your delegate was cordially received and
royally treated, which seems to be a trait of the fraternity, and
our northern Illinois brethren seem to have inherited an extra
portion.

I will now endeavor to give you an outline of the proceedings
of this meeting, opening with prayer and followed by presi-
dent’s address, which was very short, humorous and to the
point.

First subject taken up was “Raspberi'ies and Blackberries,”
and was ably handled by H. R. Cotta, Freeport. Mr. Cotta
believes in constant, thorough cultivation, but not deep (and
in this T think all successful small fruit growers will agree
lies the key note of success). He is very highly pleased with
the Z. Breed weeder, as the main implement. Although he

is a friend to the Planet Jr, with its attachments, his methods
of handling both raspberries and blackberries are similar to

those practiced with our successful growers. Blackberries
are given winter protection in same manner as practiced by
our extensive growers at Sparta, Ripon and Baraboo.

At the close of this paper there was quite a lively discus-
sion followed, question being asked as to which one variety
of black cap was best for home and family use. C. R. Powell
answered, “Ohio.” Several others seemed to be of the same
opinion. Question being asked H. R. Cotta as to best mar-
ket varieties. He named Palmer, Older and Kansas for
black; Turner and Cuthbert for reds, but thinks “Columbian
and Louden” are the coming reds, from what he knows of
them so far.

Balance of forenoon was spent in discussion and report of
treasurer.
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Afternoon Session.

First in order was secretary’s report, which was like the
president’s, brief and business. This was followed by ap-
pointment of committees, when the subject of “The Home
Flower Garden” was called for. This had been assigned to
C. R. Powell, of Sterling, who bei.ng absent in another state
at the time notice was sent him. did not receive it in time to
prepare an article for the occasion. Nevertheless, he being
present got out of the scrape in the same way as “Adam in
the garden of Eden,” he turned the subject over to his wife,
who gave a very good list of annuals, bulbs, and tubers. Sev-
eral other members present mentioned fine varieties, while
President Miller, who I judge is a great lover of the rose, gave
a very interesting talk on this flower as to varieties, mode of
treatment, etc., one of which was to induce the family of June
roses to blecom in September, by not allowing them to bloom
in June, by simply removing the flower buds.

Next in order was Potato Culture, by A. J. Sweezy, of Rock-
ford. He prefers a clover sod, uses stable manure two years
old, cold cellar for seed, makes the soil very mellow and fine
before planting, and keeps it so by thorough culture, seed not
eut, no matter how large, but prefers medium sized seed; rows
one way, plants 4 inches deep, harrows them until 6 inches
high; implements mostly used in culture, Z. Breed Weeder,
Planet Jr. Cultivator, and Aspinwall Planter. To destroy
beetles, uses paris green dissolved in water, and applied with
barrel cart. Potatoes when dug are picked into boxes hold-
ing one and one-fifth bushels, loaded on planks, to be taken
from field, stored in dark, cool cellar. Two important points:
Get after the beetles in season, and be careful in handling the
potatoes not to bruise them.

One of the humorous features of this session was a German
dialect reading by President Miller, telling of Kathrina and
the bees. It was greatly relished bt the audience. for Mr.
Miller is an excellent reader and the piece was laughable.
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Evening Session.

Obituary of 8. G. Minkler, of Specie Grove, Kendall Co.,
written by Edward Seely, of Yorkville. That gentleman not
being present it was read by Arthur Bryant, of Princeton. Mr.
Minkler was an old and valued member. an anthm:ity on
orchard culture in northern Illinois, and his memory will be
long perpetuated in the Minkler apple, which he first produced.

Next came the address of welcome, delivered by Judge H.
C. Ward. In a jovial manner the judge explained that the
welcome had been withheld until the middle of the convention
in order to give the city a chance to see what kind of fellows
these horticulturists were anyway, and as they were found
to be pretty decent kind of people he took great pleasure in
behalf of the mayor and city in extending to them a cordial
greeting, and closed with an invitation for them to come
agan.

Roots, by J. V. Cotta, of Nursery, was next taken up. His
paper was valuable in information on the subject of under-
ground vegetable life. He gave the various dictionary defini-
tions of the word root as distinguished from the tuber, bulb,
ete. The principal part of his paper treated on piece root
or whole root grafting, in which he claims one no better than
the other, but the coming tree must be top worked, or better
still, double top worked.

A paper on Subsoiling, How Done, Its Benefits, etc., written
by the managing editor of the “Orange Judd Farmer,” and
read by Secretary Hartwell, in which the writer gave his views
on the subject, thinks it of great value as the upper layer of
soil is broken up and placed in a condition to hold a maxi-
mum amount of water, this moisture is held there for use in
a dry season, heat and air are allowed to penetrate the soil,
‘better plant roots are given a better opportunity for develop-
ment, and many roots develop more completely, thereby re-
sulting in a higher grade vegetable.

Plumbs and Cherries. This paper was prepared by C. W.
Prescott, of Marengo, who, it is claimed, owns one of the
finest cherry orchards in the state. This paper was read by
President Miller. The writer claims to be successful. Care
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should be taken as to selection of varieties, and preparation
of the soil. The ground to be prepared the year before, keep
it well pulverized and level, well drained, dirt ridge, because
cherry and plum trees need all surface moisture that would
naturally come to them. Plant trees 16 feet apart, use mulch
if required to enrich, keep orchard cultivated, and stir up
mulch. Select trees one year old, with Mahalab roots (for
Marengo locality). This paper brought out an animated dis-
cussion of the relative values of the Mahalab and Mazard
roots. The majority testified to the merits of the Early Rich-
mond on Mahalab roots. In some localities the Mazzard was
claimed to be doing well. Secretary Hartwell said cherries
planted in his grassy lawn had soon died, while those planted
in a properly cuitivated cherry orchard were flourishing. One
or two satisfactory reports of Morello, but not generally well
regarded.

“Effects of Horticulture on Charaeter” was the next topic hy
Dwight Herrick, of Rochelle. It is well known, he said, to
those who have come in contact with horticulturists, that
their calling exerts a wonderful influence in the growth and
development of “character.” There is something about it
that awakens man to the great possibilities of life, that leads
him on to a broader plane of living, its effects being noticeable
in the young, every child having an appetite for fruit and a
natural Jove for flowers. Once the child becomes deeply in-
terested, there is no danger of his becoming a drunkard or
a lazy vagabond. He mentioned the deplorable condition of a
northern Illinois town ‘of 2,000 population with eight saloons
and no fruit grown. He considers the chances ten to one
in favor of the boy among his strawberries than the boy with
his pockets full of marbles.

The next essay was by Mrs. Emma Groh, of Franklin
Grove, “Horticulture from a Woman’s Standpoint.” This was
a most excellent paper. She treated of the beauties and en-
nobling influence of horticulture as an occupation, how well
it was adapted for women, of the general good health of those
who are engaged in it, of its aid to women in her chief occu-
pation, that of home making. She believes health is not
gotten from a pork barrel, that people are more irritable and
quarrelsome on a diet of meat than on fruits and vegetables.
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Second Day—DMorning Session.

First topic taken up, What to Do with an Old Orchard, by
Geo. Deland, of Dixon, and read by the secretary. He said
the thing to do with an old orchard was to clean out the dead
trees and prune the living ones when in bloom. Prepare the
ground for potatoes or corn. Draw from the compost heap
liberally, spread under each tree remaining, apply wood or
hard coal ashes about the trunks of the trees, scrape them,
wash them with lye, and kill the lice and other vermin. He
gave some very good advice on the care of young orchards.
Discussion followed in which many persons gave their ex-
perience.

Next subject was Strawberries, which was read by your
delegate, and brought out quite a discussion as to modes of
culture, etc., and occupied most of the balance of this session.

—_—

Afternoon Session.

First on the docket was the election of officers, which re-
sulted as follows: President, Arthur Bryant, Princeton; see-
retary, Justin L. Hartwell, Dixon; re-elected Treasurer L.
Woodward, Marengo. Polo was selected as the next place of
meeting,

Next came the reading by the secretary of a paper on Vari-
eties. from the Scientist’s Standpoint, by Prof. G. W. McClure,
of Champaign.

“Varieties, from the Grower’s Standimint.” was the subjeet
of a paper read by Arthur Bryant, of Princeton. The balance
of this session was spent in discussing these papers and
asking questions.

_ On the question being asked, “Are there any apples grown in
northern Tllinois this year?” Arthur Bryant reported 100 bar-
rels of Willow Twig grown by his brother. On making in-
quiry among the members present, J. L. Hartwell tells me he
had 25 barrels from 25 trees. His trees are young. A. T.
Moore, of Polo, tells me he had 2,000 bushels this year, 1,000
bushels of them Duchess. Said he had apples every year,
does not profess to be a horticulturist. As his chief occupa-
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tion is breeding “Morgan” horses, he is president of the Tili-
nois Morgan Horse Breeders’ Association. Has 100 head on
hand, but anticipates putting out 100 acres of apples on his
600 acre farm.

On the question being asked as to what varieties of fruit to
plant in northern Illinois, the replies were as follows: Sum-
mer apples, Yellow Transparent, Duchess, Benonia; fall ap-
ples, Wealthy, Snow; for winter, Ben Davis, Salome, Willow
Twig, N. W. Greening; cherries, Early Richmond, Mt. Mor-
ency; plums, De Soto, Lombard; pears, Flemish Beauty, Keif-
fer; gooseberries, Downing, Houghton; currants, Red Duch,
Victoria, and for white, White Duch; grapes, Moore's Early,
Worden, Concord, Brighton, Niagara; strawberries, Warfield,
Haverland, Crescent, Capt. Jack, Bisel, and Splendid. weli
spoken of.

Evening Session.

First paper read was by A. J. Sweezy, of Rockford, “Plant
Life and Its Uses,” which was very interesting and instruetive.

Next in order came, What the Amateur Wants to Know
About Horticulture, by Allen Joiner, of Polo. The writer
thinks there should be some occupation for retired men of all
occupations, something to keep them employed and out of
mischief, where their minds and hands are both employed so
they will not be peevish, fretful, finding fault with everything
and everybody around them. He suggests amateur horticul-
ture as the remedy. In this T think many of us will agree
with him.

“Prize Essay” was the last topic of the meeting. There was
a prize of $5.00, offered by Mr. Dwight Herrick, of Rochelle,
for the best essay, “Horticulture on the Farm,” and was
awarded to C. R. Powell, of Sterling. His essay was a good
one.

One thing in particular surprised me, there was no fruit of
any kind on exhibition from Tllinois. Nineteen varieties of
potatoes were shown by Powell & Hartman, of Sterling. These
were fair specimens, but no comparison to what is generally
shown on our tables.
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There were no premiums offered by the society on fruits or
vegetables, which probably was the chief reason of no display,
but I must mention the exhibit of Oregon fruit, by the Eastern
Oregon Colonizing & Fruit Land Co., of Union, Union Co.,
Oregon. The exhibit consisted of 25 plates of apples, of as
many varieties, all very large, high colored, and the most per-
fect specimens I ever saw, not a blemish on one of them. In
addition to these there were about 60 glass jars and cylinders
filled with all kinds of fruit grown in that county. The col-
lection contained all fruits that can be grown in California,
except oranges and lemons. Fruit was preserved in salt
brine, and the whole exhibit was magnificent, and shows whav
eastern Oregon can do for horticulture.

H. R. Cotta, of Freeport, had on exhibition a one-year-old
Downing gooseberry plant, grown this season from a cutting;
entire length of plant and roots, 49 inches; spread of top,
25 inches, with 70 branches from one to sixteen inches in
length. The plant had 116 roots, over 12 inches in length,
the longest root being 32 inches. He also exhibited a War-
field strawberry plant grown in hill, with roots in proportion
to the gooseberry. He showed these as an object lesson to
prove what can be done in a dry season by preparing the soil
10 inches deep, and keeping up constant shallow cultivation.

Take it upon the whole, there was much interest manifested
all through the meeting. Lar, ge attendance at every session.

Paid vp membership of 53. In regard to variaties and meth-
ods, I think perhaps we are a little in advance, especially in
small fruits. But they are wide awake and on the alert, and
we must keep stirring to keep in the lead. T like the manner
of conducting their meetings. Plenty of time is given for dis-
cussion, which I think is of the utmost value. Also the ques-
tion box is a very valuable adjunct to any horticultural meet-
ing. In addition to the regular business, the evening ses-
sions were enlivened by recitations, vocal and instrumental
music, Sterling furnishing the talent Tuesday evening, and
Rock Falls Wednesday evening.
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REPORT OF C. E. TOBEY,

Delegate from Wis. State Hort. Society to Ill. State Hort. So-
ciety, at Kankakee, Dec. 10th, 11th and 12th, 1895.

The 40th annual meeting of the Illinois State Horticultural’
Society was held in G. A. R. Hall, at Kankakee, December
10th, 11th and 12th, 1895, and was very well attended during
each session.

The papers presented were carefully prepared, and discus-
sion was free and interesting. Officers and members were
very cordial and did their best to make it pleasant for the
visiting delegates from Missouri, Michigan and Wisconsin.

The program included “Care and Cultivation of Apple
Orchards,” by Chas. G. Winn; “Noxious Weeds,” by L. R. Bry-
ant; “Distribution of Plants,” by Prof. Burrill, of University
of Illinois; “Ornamental Trees,” by Jabez Webster; “Small
Fruits,” by H. L. Doan; “Home Made Fertilizers and Green
Manuring,” by Prof. Eugene Davenport, Professor of Agricul-
ture, University of Illinois; “Thorough and Clean Cultivation,”
by G. W. McCluer; “The Marketing of Orchard Fruits,” by
President R. Morrill, of Michigan State Horticultural Society;
“Supplemental Irrigation of Illinois Eastern Insane Asylum,”
by Dr. Clark Gapen, the superintendent; “Grapes, Varieties
and Cultivation,” by Wm. Gould; “Late Spring Frosts and
How to Protect from Them,” by H. M. Dunlap.

I did not find the interest I expected to find in the small
fruit/discussions, although the acreage of them in Illinois is
immense. Varieties are about the same as we advise in Wis-
consin, especially the varieties advised for northern Tllinois,
but those grown in southern part are so different as to be
hardly recognized by name by our average Wisconsin grower.

I listened with pleasure to the discussion on apples—the
talks on spraying—and got in a word on friend Philips’ tree
protector.

We were invited and accepted the invitation of Dr. Gapen,
superintendent of the Illinois Insane Asylum at Kankakee, to
spend a few hours in buildings and on the grounds of the
asylum, and were shown over the 90 acres that were irrigated
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the past season. Vegetables were grown to a large extent
and furnished to the 2,000 patients and 500 employes.

Water is furnished for the irrigation by the pumping works
of the institution and from the Kankakee river, which also
furnishes water necessary for the hospital and watering of
almost 200 acres of lawn.

REPORT OF L. G. KELLOGG,

Delegate to Anmnual Meeting of Towa State Horticultural
Society.

The annual meeting of the Towa State Horticultural Society
convened December 10th, 1895, at the state capitol in the city
of Des Moines. As a delegate from our Society I did not ar-
rive until 11 o'clock of the first forenoon and at once pro-
ceeded to the state capitol.

The first thing that particularly attracted my attention upon
entering the state house was a magnificent display of apples
coming from mearly all sections of the state, especially the
central and southern counties, the northern counties having
a light erop on account of late spring frosts. You can onmly
anticipate the magnitude of this grand exhibit of apples by a
brief description of the space they occupied. There were 16
tables 4x12 feet, arranged in a circular form in the rotunda
of the capitol, and all the available space on these tables oc-
cupied by about 2,000 plates of the choicest apples Towa pro-
duced in 1895,

It would be useless to even attempt a brief desecription of
the different (-mn‘ny exhibits and the varieties comprising these
exhibits as the varieties grown in Towa are somewhat different
from those in Wisconsin. Among the exhibits we noticed
several plates of very fine Wolf River., Fameuse, Tallman
Sweet, and Northwestern Greening, which are standard in
Wisconsin.

The following varieties are receiving the attention of fruit
growers as standards in Jowa: Ben Davis, Jonathan, Grimes
Golden, Benoni, Cole’s Quince, Fulton Wine Sap, Fall Orange,
Janet, Winkler, Maiden’s Blush, Fameuse, Hass, Kaump,
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Iowa Blush, Duchess, Red Romanite, Wagner, Utter, Wealthy,
Malinda and others. We were next ushered into the assembly
room, where we found the subject of top working the apple
under the white heat of discussion. Through the courtesy
of the Society we were at once placed on the honorary roll
of membership for the coming year, which we briefly responded
to in a few words of acknowledgment. The assembly room
was tastefully decorated with smilax and evergreens, and on
the president’s table was banked a pyramid of apples six feet
in height, and the balance of the available space occupied by
beautiful cut flowers, such as roses, carnations and chrysan-
themums.

The program was a lengthy and interesting omne, treating
on nearly all subjects that pertain to horticulture, and spirited
discussions followed every topic that was presented. In sci-
entific investigations all along the line of horticultural work
Towa horticulturists are keeping abreast of the times. The
subject of cross fertilization and the production of new seed-
lings are receiving a great share of attention, and the new
and promising varieties of trees, fruits and flowers are sent
to the different trial stations (which are 16 in number) with
a view of determining the varieties that will succeed best in
TIowa climate and soil. I eannot do justice in a brief outline
of the many valuable and interesting papers that were pre-
sented, but will say that Towa horticulturists are thoroughly
awake in their own interests and in advance of Wisconsin in
the production and testing of new seedlings and in the line
of scientific investigations.

It is true that Towa can boast of her apple, plum and cherry
orchards, but Wisconsin yet stands in the front rank in the
variety and production of small fruits. I shall ever cherish
a pleasant recollection of the many new acquaintances 1
formed and the many courtesies that were extended while in
attendance of the Towa State Horticultural convention in De-
cember, 1895.
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OBSERVATIONS IN OUTAGAMIE COUNTY.

Mrs. D. Huntley.

The weather in the month of March, 1895, was remarkably
pleasant; there were some cloudy, windy days but not one
storm of rain or snow in this locality during the entire month.
The bright, sunny days dried the surface of the ploughed fields,
and some farmers did their seeding the last week of March
while the ground was frozen two feet or more in depth.

April was a continuation of the same pleasant weather, the
roads dry and dusty and no rain until the Tth, when there
was a light shower. After this date, the weather was delightful
the entire month with no rain till the 3d of May, when there
was a severe wind storm, which fortunately did no damage in
this locality. A heavy rain succeeded the wind, followed by
frequent showers and fine weather. All vegetation advanced
rapidly. Plum trees blossomed on 5th of May, and apple trees
were in bloom three days later. On the 8th we sprayed for
apple scab with “Ease Celeste,” and on the 9th sprayed grapes
with Bordeaux mixture. The weather was warm as summer,
On the 10th of May the thermometer registered 90, on the 11th
it was much colder, with rain and slight hail storm; at night
there was severe frost, with slight formation of ice in exposed
places. The morning of the 12th was very cold, with wind,
which continued all day; thermometer only 8 degrees above
freezing. During the night two inches of snow fell, and at
10 o’clock a. m. on the i3th, icicles 6 inches long hung from
the eaves on the south side of buildings. Apple trees were
in full bloom, their pink and white blossoms covered with snow
and ice; grapes also were in blossom but frozen on the trellise;
strawberries were much injured also, and all our hopes of
an abundant crop of fruit were blasted in a night. The weather
continued cold for two days, freezing hard every night, till it
seemed that all vegetation had sucecumbed to the frost.

During the week the weather moderated, the snow and ice
disappeared, and then the leaves began to fall from the trees
as they do in autumn, every grape leaf was killed and for
three weeks the vines were as bare as in mid-winter. After
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this, as the weather became warm, the grapes put forth new
leaves and blossoms, and gave promise of a small crop of
fruit.

The summer was very pleasant, all vegetation advanced rap-
idly, although the weather was very dry. We had no good
rains until September. The weather in that month was very
hot. A small crop of grapes ripened, and on many trees there
were a few apples. Strawberries were a light crop, raspber-
ries were much injured, and currants were a total failure.
Prices for such fruit as we had in this locality were higher
than usual. Strawberries brought 16 cents a quart the first
of the season, and very few if any gardeners sold for less than
10 cents.

The varieties of strawberries, considered best for this loecal-
ity, are the Wilson, Warfield, and some gardeners say the Cres-
cent. Of grapes we prefer the Worden for flesh, the Brighton
for red, and Niagara and Martha for white.

We have had no experience with top worked trees. Our best
apples are the Wealthy and Utter and Whitney No. 20. Apples
sold readily at $1.00 per bushel last season. and Whitneys al-
ways bring that price in this locality.

There was no serious trouble with insects last season. Our
local Horticultural Society was organized over 20 years since
and is doing good work.

OBSERVATIONS IN MONROE COUNTY IN 1893.

J. J. Menn, Norwalk, Wis.

The season of 1895 was a disappointment to many fruit
growers at Norwalk and vicinity. The winter of 1894 and
95 injured strawberry plants, and was very severe on the
blackberry and raspberry canes. Trees of the larger fruits
were not injured. Seeding commenced early; grain was sown
before the frost was all out. The ground was unusually mel-
low, and by the fifteenth of April small grain was nearly all
in and farmers were ready for planting corn, which was about
completed the first week in May. When small fruits were un-
covered it was plain to be seen that the crop would be small,
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owing to the fact that so many canes were dead, caused by
the drought of 1894 and the cold, dry winter that followed, but
owing to the very favorable growing weather in April, by the
first week in May all crops looked well. Apple and plum trees
were in full bloom and bid fair for a bountiful erop. We, in
this locality, hardly ever escape spring frosts on low lands,
and the second week in May it came. Ice formed half an inch
in thickness.  Oats, clover and grasses were badly frozen,
which injured them very much. Strawberries were badly
stunted, more especially on clay soil, and what fruit we picked
was from blossoms that :ame out after the frost. Mr. V. G.
Hargove, of Wilton, had an average crop of both black, and
straw berries. Many thousand strawberry plants were set in
this county last spring, mostly Warfield, Van Deman and En-
hance. They made a fine growth through the summer, and the
prospect is good for a crop next season. Black and red rasp-
berries and blackberries were a light crop and sold readily
for ten cents per quart. The prospects for next season’s ¢rop
are quite good. The buds are well developed and there was
no late growth of canes. Through this section we had plenty
of rain in the growing season, but after harvest very little rain
fell, and in the fall many wells and some springs had dried up,
but we had good rains in December. Apple trees came through
the winter uninjured, but the frosts of May killed all the blos-
soms on low lands and some on land that was quite elevated.
On my high location I had a good crop of apples. About
eight miles north of Norwalk there is an orchard of 800 trees,
owned by I. Willencamp. His trees were not damaged by
frost, owing to the elevation. He sprays to prevent scab and
blight, nothing else. He has tried top working without suc-
cess (presume he has used poor stocks—Secretary). Mr. L.
Boring has the oldest orchard in this county. He began plant-
ing in 1860. He has raised many thousand bushels of apples,
but lost many trees in the winter of 1884 and 5. In company
with A. J. Philips I visited this orchard last August. We
saw one Transcendent tree that Mr. Philips said was the largest
of its kind he had seen. It was five feet in circumference and
stands 36 feet high. A row of same variety are used for posts
on the east side of his orchard and they have grown six
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inches over the wire. On most of the trees he has had good
success top working, using the Transcendent for a stock.
Some of the Russian varieties are bearing full erops so top
worked. The fruit is handsome but of poor quality, and only
fit for the hogs. A strange thing is, on his high location he
has never made a success of growing the Wealthy. He had
several plum trees loaded with fruit which Mr. Philips pro-
nounced No. 1 in quality. Through this section the apples
doing the best are Duchexzs, Tetofski, Transparent, Wealthy,
Haas, Walbridge. Pewaukee, Whitney No. 20, Transcendent and
Hyslop, with McMahan, Longfield, N. W. Greening, Newell,
Wolf River, just coming into bearing. The price was 50 cents
to $1.00 for early and a little more for later kinds, but the home
demand took them all. No blight and wood in good shape
for the coming winter. More apple trees sold here in 1894 than
formerly and mostly Wisconsin grown trees. I like to see
trees sold at a fair price, but I do not like to see the farmer
robbed of his dollars by smooth-tongued agents who never pay
a dollar to join our state Society, as I do not see their names
in the directory in our report. I would like to see our Society
fixe a fair price on trees raised, and the people advised to buy
only of Wisconsin nurserymen. We surely can raise our own
trees in the nurseries in Wisconsin. T hope this will be talked
up at the annual meeting in February. Grapes were a total
tailure, cherries about the same, garden products good, es-
pecially tomatoes.

OBSERVATIONS AT WEYAUWEGA.

F. A. Harden.

The winter of 1894-5 was a very hard one for trees and
plants in our county. Last spring we had several thousand
one and two-year-old trees root killed. Strawberries, rasp-
berries and blackberries were also badly hurt. It was quite
dry during the spring and all through the season, and there
was a heavy loss of all newly set trees and plants.
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Nearly all trees blossomed full, but a heavy frost came at
that time and killed nearly all the blossoms. A few trees in
favorable localities produced some fruit.

Cherries and currants were very scarce. Strawberries were
a failure. Raspberries and blackberries were about one-half
crop, where they had good cultivation. All berries sold for
$1.60 to $2.00 per case of 16 quarts.

Apples and crabs were scarce; sold at $1.00 a bushel.

The only insect pest that we had during the season were
borers. In August they destroyed hundreds of apple trees.
Can some one give us a remedy?

To let you know what we are doing in our county in the
fruit business, T have taken a few figures from the certified
statement to our county board last November by the deputy
clerk.

For the year of 1894, number of bushels raised in the county:

RE I o v oo e e s RO I T T o SO 7,970 bu.
OFf SlrawherBled . oo b s e 552 bu.
Of BIacKBerrics ......cummm b e W e 400 bu.
L T R S L S e e st 219 bu.
O Cimrants - o e SRR BT e o O T 60 bu.
Number of acres in apple orchard in the spring of 1895 318
Number of Dearing TPEeR. .1 . s cwiiss st s 11,966
Number of acres of strawberries................... 22
Number of acres of raspberries......... ........... 16 1-4
Number of acres of blackberries................... 12

Several towns did not report any fruit in them. So we know
these figures are too small, as some of the towns not reported
raised from five to eight hundred bushels of apples in one sea-
son, also a large quantity of small fruit.

REPORT OF J. F. CASE, EAU CLAIRE, WIS,

It has been a very good season with us, take it all through.
We had some frosts, but they did not affect us much. In
this section we did not have a very large crop of small fruit,
but it was of good quality and nice, brought big prices; we
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think here that the hot, dry weather of the summer of ’94 hurt
it more than anything else. We had a nice crop of plums and
grapes, the best we have ever had. Everything in the fruit
line has made a splendid growth and gone into winter in good
shape. I have been experimenting some with raspberries
lately, setting them out mixed up more. I set a row of Marl-
boroughs and then a row of Cuthberts, and then a row of Bran-
dywines. Set them alternate and I find they do a great deal
better than they do set in plots by themselves. The fruit is
larger and nicer. And I also find that by setting the coarse
lobed varieties that are inclined to crumble with the Cuthberts
in alternate rows, that the fruit is larger and finer and not in-
cined to crumble but very little. Tt improves them very much.
Strawberries have made a grand growth and we are looking
forward for big crops next season.

On raspberries I have been trying some experiments. I
would remove all the new canes but four, but I would not re-
move the bearing canes until they are done bearing. I have
tried on the Gladstone, removed the old canes in the fall soon
as second crop is done and also in the spring early, but can’t
see that the new canes were any larger than they were where
the old canes were left, but it pays to thin out the new canes
as soon as they start, all but about four, and pinch them off
when 16 or 18 inches high. Then they will put out some long
laterals, but if you wait until they are 21-2 to 3 feet high there
will be two or three short laterals on the top. I have heard
some complain that they could not lay the canes down for
winter protection. They grew so large and stocky, they would
break every time. I wuse a large 2 tined fork and spade. I stick
the spade in the ground on the side of the hill towards me and
straddle the hill with the fork, then pry with the spade at the
same time, push the hill gently over with fork and stick the
fork in the ground. That will hold it down until you put on
the dirt to cover it. I don’t break one cane in a hundred, and
then you have got a stout bush that will stand up itself without
any protection. I have tried wood ashes on strawberries;
can’t see any improvement, will try again this season, may re-

port different next time.
4

r
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Wednesday Morning, Feb. 5,
Senate Chamber.

The president appointed the following committees: On pro-
gram, B. 8. Hoxie, J. L. Herbst, D. E. Bingham; on awards,
J.C. Plumb, E. A. Perry, Fred A. Harden.

Secretary—We have delegates here with us this morning
from other state societies, and I move that we make them an-
nual honorary members of our society. They are Mr. Dartt
from Minnesota, Mr. Hinkley from Iowa, Mr. Sweezy from Illi-
nois, and Mr. Patten from Iowa. -

Motion prevailed and the president introduced the delegate
from Towa State Society, M. E. Hinkley, who responded as fol
lows: T am very much pleased to meet with you in your an-
nual convention. My home was once in Wisconsin, in Portage
county.

E. H. 8. Dartt, delegate from Minnesota—Mr. President, I
have a sort of claim here, a sort of a pre-emption. I was here
in your state in 1844. I came in and stopped for a time, and I
planted by first apple tree in 1846. I attended a horticultural
meeting here. I remember the naming of an apple. The com-
mittee that was appointed to recommend a fruit list wanted
to recommend five varieties against which no member could
raise an objection. The Red Astrachan was one of the apples
they wanted to recommend. I had had it and I did not con-
sider it quite hardy enough for Wisconsin; there was one ob-
jector, and of course they could not recommend it if there was
one. They coaxed me until I finally withdrew my objection
and they recommended it.

I finally drifted away from the state and 1 suppose some one
has “jumped the claim;” sometimes when such a thing happens
the one who left the claim has trouble and sometimes the other
fellow has trouble.

I am glad to be with you once more and I think I shall get
enjoyment enough while I am here to pay me for coming. I
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hope to do the satisfactory thing for myself and I hope it will
not be unprofitable or unpleasant to you. I take great pleas-
ure in my Tree Station; it has always been a pleasure for ine.
I have over 800 varieties grafted, and a great many of them
are in a promising condition. T have about one or two thou-
sand seedlings.

There is one hint I want to throw out with regard to dele-
gates. I think the greatest benefit to these delegates is, you
benefit the one you send; it is an education for them, and so
I would say, send young men so that when you get them edu-
cated they will be a benefit to you. I hope you will send a del-
egate to Minnesota.

A. J. Sweezy—Mr. Chairman, when the secretary of our so-
ciety told me I was elected to come up here to attend your
meeting I was pleased over it. I live only fifteen miles from
the line in your state. I have attended your Farmers’ Insti-
tutes and I find them the best of any I have ever attended in
any part of the country. We, in Illinois, have met with losses
which all in your state have met with, the loss by frosts. We
did not raise apples and I am buying the apples I eat this
winter. I think it is an advantage to send delegates to these
meetings. The delegate you sent to us in Sterling gave us
good and practical ideas. I do not expect to do you as much
good as he did us.

Chas. G. Patten—I am here as a layman, and like my friends,
Dartt and Hinkley, I do not feel that I am an entire stranger
in this state. I began my first apple planting in Wisconsin,
and I always look forward, with pleasure, to meeting with you
in your conventions.

Geo. J. Kellogg—Knowing something of Mr. Patten’s work,
and the great value it is to horticulture, I move that we make
him a delegate from northern Towa. Carried.

Wm. Toole—I wish to refer to the idea advanced by Brother
Hinkley, that these delegates have come here to be benefited.
I hope they will also be able to benefit us. We are coming to
the time when all industries and all interests in the state will
be called for to make a showing of their advancement. I re-
fer to the fiftieth anniversary that will be celebrated two years
hence, and T would suggest that we make the effort, while we
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are here together and while we have our friends from other
states with us, to prepare something of the history of the So-
ciety for use at that time, and looking to this I would like to
move that the president appoint a committee of three, of which
J. C. Plumb shall be one, and that committee shall gather ma-
terial, confer and prepare a history of our Society.

B. S. Hoxie—In support of such a motion T will say that a
few years ago I asked B. ¥. Adams to prepare a paper which
should be a history of our Society; he waited two or three
weeks and then replied that he thought it too soon, that we
ought to wait a few years. I think it would be a good idea
to have such a history prepared and read before our Society.

J. C. Plumb—TI would be in favor of that motion if Mr.
Adams’ name is substituted for mine.

B. F. Adams—In my opinion no more suitable person could
be selected than J. C. Plumb to prepare such a history.

Mr. Toole withdrew his motion, and Mr. Adams moved that
Mr. Plumb be appointed a committee of one to prepare such
a history of our Society.

Geo. J. Kellogg—Would it not be better to have this com-
mittee go back of the history of our Society and gather facts
concerning horticulture in the state before the Society was
organized? T planted apples ten years before the organization
of this Society.

Prof. Goff—I think this is a timely suggestion for a history
of horticulture in this state while we have some of our oldest
members with us. Such a history would be very helpful.
Such a history was prepared in Michigan and I have found it
very helpful to me in my work. I find that the earlier vol-
umes published by our Society are very meager. By all means,
let us have the early history.

B. F. Adams—TI think the scope of the work should include
the looking into the early history of horticulture in the state.
I know of no one so competent to do that work as Mr. Plumb.

B. 8. Hoxie—I think we might find it necessary to restriet
the length of this history to a certain number of words. I
suggest that we set apart, as a partial compensation for do-
ing the work, ten dollars. It must be largely a labor of love,
we could hardly expect to compensate any one for doing it.
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‘When we hold our semi-centennial celebration we shall want
to use it.

Prof. Goff—I hope we will not limit this work. We need
a full and complete history. Michigan went on and made such
a history and the state did the printing. I hope we will have
so large and complete a report that the legislature will have
to take hold of it and print it for us.

B. S. Hoxie—I think, as Mr. Hirschinger said last night,
“We had better go a little slow.” There are several other
interests in the state besides horticulture and we may not be
able to get the legislature to take hold of it.

Chas. Hirschinger—I want to go slow but I do not believe
in going slow in all cases. I think if we do this work we
lad better do it about right.

Motion to appoint Mr. Plumb was adopted.

B. 8. Hoxie—I move that we appropriate ten dollars for the
work, as there will be some expense attending it.

Prof. Goff—It seems to me that that motion makes the mat-
ter in the line of a farce, when you think of appropriating ten
dollars for preparing a history o