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The director of Blind Tom's concerts was at first accustomed himself to an- j 

nounce the picccs to be played; connecting with them such incidents or facts with >, 

regard to thiswonderful being as would be of interest. Noticing however thal Tom 

often repeated to himsclf what had been said, after they returned to their apart z 

ments from the performances,it occured to him that itwould be interesting to - = t 
the audience to have Tom announce himeclf.which is now done; and he speaks of 

“This boy Tont’ This singular being &ciwithas much gravity and earnestness as r 

ifhe were speaking of another person.The following are the exactwords with 

which Tom announces his Batile of Manassas.(Remember that it was the director P 
) who wag laidup by the accident) b 

“Tom will now play for you his Battle of Manassas.This is a piece of his own 

conception ofa battle. : 

The circumstances under which he produced it were these: Soon after the bat- 4 

Z tle occurréd, [happened to a very serious accident which kept me in Nashville 

ue for several months, Tom was often inmy room. Every little paragraph about the j 

battle was discussed in various forms for a week or more, He heard this thing re- | 

ad of and talked of, and after hearing it for ten days he took his seat at the Piano b. 

and produced what he will now play for you; and when asked what that was,he was f 

playing, his reply was,that it was his battle of Manassas. fh 

In the first place he will represent the Southern Army leaving home to their | 

favorite tune of The Girll left behind me’ which you will hear in the distance. grow- i 

ing louder and louder as they approach Manassas,(the imitation of the drum and. } 

fife) He will represent the Grand Union Army leaving WaShington city to the tune fi 

of Dixie. You will all recollect that their papers.and our papers,and their prison- :] 

ers, spoke of the fact that when the Grand Union Army left Washington, not only 

: their bands were playing Dixie, but their men were also singing it. : e 

He will represent the eve of battle by a very Soft sweet melody, then the clat- : 

ter of arms and accoutrements, the war trumpet of Beauregard,which you will hear 

distinctly; and then Mc Dowell’s in the distance, like an echo of the first. He will i 

represent the firing of cannon to Yankee Doodle,Marseillaise Hymn,Star Span- i 

: gled Banner, Dixie, and the arrival of the train of cars containing Gen Kirby Smi-, i 

th's reinforcements; which you will all recollect was very valuable to Gen Beaure- iu 
gard upon that occasion after the arrival of which, the fighting willgrow more se- [ 

vere, and thenthe retreat: ~ . &. 
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