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A TRIBUTE TO PRISONERS OF WAR
Most Americans have no idea what it is like to be in combat.

But prisoners of war have all known combat - both the physical
kind, and the special kind that only a prisoner of war faces.

In combat, the enemy is largely unseen. He is somewhere out there
until the moment the shooting begins, and even afterwards.
And when the shooting stops, the battle stops. There are
opportunities for a hot meal, for a furlough, even for reassignment
once physical limits are reached.

But if you are a prisoner of war, the enemy is everywhere.

He controls your fate, your future, even your bodily functions. You
are at war at every second. Your diet is always the same. You are
never given leave. You can never leave the combat zone.
Even today, more than fifty-five years after the end of your
captivity, your lives are still shaped by your experiences.

- Borrowed from a P.O.W. Publication -
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RAY J. SHERMAN
Ser. #16155885
Pfc. U.S. Army, Company L, 302™ Regiment, 94" Infantry Division
Enlisted - 30 November 1942, Discharged - 26 October 1945
Marksmanship Medals - Expert Machinegun - Sharpshooter Rifle



Private 1% Class Stripe

February 9, 1945 Corporal Stripes

July 1945

th S
3?14 1131\’1;12% 45™ Division
oulder ratc Shoulder Patch
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RAY J. SHERMAN
Ser. #16155885
Pfc. U.S. Army, Company K, 179" Regiment, 45" Infantry Division
Captured: Anzio Beach, Italy, February 16, 1944
Liberated: 26 April 1945

11



U.S. Army and P.O.W. Dog Tags

Inscription on U.S. Army dog tags -
Ray J. Sherman

16155885 T43-3

Ernest Sherman

Belleville, Wis

Inscription on German POW dog tags —
Stalag VIIB
12048

Note: You can see this bullet hanging down in the previous photo below the sign board.

The Germans wanted to take the bullet, but Ray was able to convince them it was not a
threat because it could not be used.
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P.0O.W. Camps and Prisoner Movements in Italy and Germany

NOTE: the item numbers on the left refer to the encircled numbers on the maps of Italy
and Germany that follow.

B

2.

10.

1.

12.

§3.

Captured at Anzio, Italy, on February 16, 1944.

P.O.W. Camp Cine Citta located just outside of Rome near Anzio. Also known as the
"Film Studio." On March 10, 1944, the prisoners were moved north by truck passing
through Rome to Arezzo.

Moved to transit Camp Laterina near Florence (Firenze) on March 10, 1944. Stayed in
Hut #7.

Moved to transit Camp #132 located at the edge of Mantova; Traveled by truck
through Florence and Bologna. Arrived on May 12, 1944. The Camp is located about
200 yards from the Po River.

Left Mantova on May 16, 1944, by train. Arrived at Camp Moosburg on May 20,
1944, in Austria. Put in Transit Compound on May 23, 1944.

Moved to Stalag VII-B on June 16, 1944, at Memmingen, Germany, by train, taking
four hours.

Moved to Augsburg, Germany, on June 22, 1944, by train to Camp #633-B.

Moved to Memmingen on August 7, 1944, by train. Was put on farm work details
around Memmingen.

Assigned to the Maria Krause farm along with 12 other prisoners on August 29, 1944,
at Agawang. The train dropped them off at Gessertshausen and they walked to
Agawang, seven kilometers from there. They stayed in Lager #449-B. The dorf
Kutzenhausen is located near by.

March 19, 1945 - Escape #1.

April 2, 1945 - Captured and jailed in Ravensburg overnight.

April 3, 1945 - Taken to Ulm by train.

April 4, 1945 - Taken to Stuttgart by train to a P.O.W. Transit Camp #5-A. (The
camp was evacuated by foot.)



14.

April 13, 1945 - Escape #2 near Dillingen (also near Gobblingen).

15 &16. Turned themselves in at Gobblingen: April 16, 1945.

18.

19.

20.

April 18, 1945 - Taken back to the lager at Agawang.
April 23, 1945 - Escape #3 at Agawang.
April 26, 1945 - Americans arrive at Agawang.

April 29, 1945 - Moved to PWX-Camp #1 in Mannheim, Germany.

Vi
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