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Ocean Hill-Brownsville, Brook- long to see that here was another See eo as oe 

lyn’s famous experimental school kind of ghetto. Instead of the _ seats 
district, has been marked by a crowded big-city sense of life, there Indian Association COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 3r d ANNUAL 
short, stormy history. Reported in was a feeling of emptiness every- ° ° 

all the media, it was protest against | where. Two-, three- and four-story Attacks Lies in 

the district’s decentralized status buildings lined each street. Many | Children’s Literature CONTEST FOR AFRO AMERICANS that culminated in the city wide were partially ae “- Others 3 
1968 teacher’s strike. were gutted by fire. Where were 

But despite the publicity, ques- _ the grocery stores, the pizza stands, by Jeffrey Newman AMERICAN INDIANS AND SPANISH 
tions of deepest interest to the chil- bars, restaurants, dress shops, 
dren’s book publishing world have _ beauty parlors? In the entire school Why is it that so many Ameri- AMERI C ANS 
remained unanswered. What are district there was hardly a one to | cans know so little about the Second Annual Contest 
the special book needs of the pupils _be seen. American Indian? One reason is tall ay, 
in this demonstration school dis- ‘ aie clear. Most information found in 8 Op ie for Submissions 
trict? What books are favored by Multi-Media Library books, movies, newspapers, televi- f : ; 
the black and Puerto Rican children At the first stop, the library of | sion, and legend is inaccurate. Interest has mounted in the one, unless the writers specify 
there? What books: do they still P.S. 144, the editors were greeted The problem is particularly ac- Council’s annual writing contest. otherwise. 

need? by a poster on the library door | centuated in children’s books. Year During the past two months, more ac ‘i 
Last April, a group of children’s | which announced “BE ALL YOU | after year, authors and publishers than 350 letters have come from Second Contest Nears End 

book editors from sixteen publishing © CAN BE—READ.” Entering, they | grind out mistaken, insensitive, and Afro Americans, American Indians, Meanviile. the Second Annual 
houses went to Ocean Hill-Browns- saw on one wall a brilliantly col- } bigoted works directed at young Mexican Americans, and Puerto Contest is drawing to a close, but 
ville to find the answers. It was ._ored travel poster depicitng a pas. | minds everywhere. About a hun- Ricans inquiring about contest pro. 720" Sin) fr Agen Amesioan 
pat of a program organized by the — coral Scene, its siogan “Fuerto Rico | dred new children’s books—-plus  cedure-and eligibility. This COLT eS . ees z cae 
Council on Interracial Books for © —As Close to Paradise as Man Will | how many reprints|—on American pondence represents all sections of oe Lee ute Soo. - 
Children to open up direct lines of | Ever Be.” On another wall, under | Indians flood the market each year. the United States. Indicative of the enter. ‘ Pep eonels, vie r 
communication between publishers a sign reading “Black Like Us,” | Some are as obviously backward as ramifications of the inquiries is one rae ‘or eae a a a 
and inner-city schools, : were posters of Martin Luther King | a Tom Mix movie. Others are more from Senator Ted Stevens asking if a Tae to 6, x id 

During their trip, the editors and Eldridge Cleaver. subtly but equally distorted. And the contest is open to Alaskan oe fi to 16. Cea Ap 
visited five of the district’s eight of course) children, who regard a Natives, Eskimos and “Aleuts; with 79 oi Ee et 
schools, observéd primary and ow 2 book as almost inviolate, are un- a subsequent request from the He . ie ae Hel ie oo? ther 
secondary grade classes at work, , o - ¥ likely to question information found Alaskan Senator that these minority li ey ae x ae See tan eee 
lunched with teachers in two of the ‘ - ~~, | on the printed page. groups be eligible as American a ae Se eon oa 
school cafeterias, talked with Diss | | ee Distortions can often be traced Indians. An activist in the women’s ee : h hn O. Kil 
trict Supervisor Rhody A. McCoy, y = 4 to a cultural myopia among writers. liberation movement asked to join 1 Ju ee ae aie ean dill oe 
and conferred all afternoon with Fs “ Such authors have not been able to as a member of her minority. ae oa : Ps eae ail ‘ke 
the librarians and curriculum per- ma : nie rise above their own culture when Because of the widespread inte- aoe a d <e at fo a yee 
sonnel, who serve the daily needs f Leow, . bgt writing about American Indians. rest, the Council has expanded ea, ea be h ee d 
of the nearly 9,000 students of this a eae Apparently, they are unconscious eligibility and is now announcing © bhi aes ee 
ghetto area, almost 80 per cent of ay — _ of their own cultural conditioning. the Third Annual Contest, which pie Dane enon 
whom are black, the rest being co > 2 American Indians and their ways will officially begin on September Publishers, please note: When 

Puerto Rican. ee |. kk ~> | of life are comprehended only in 1, 1969—when the Second Annual the judges have made their final 
Their guide throughout the day _ * °\| terms of how they measure up to Contest closes. The new contest decisions, a list of the names of 

was Harriett Brown, Supervisor of a ‘| Anglo-American criteria. This is, of will be open to Afro Americans, winners, runners-up, and contest- 
Librarians for the district. Mrs. — course, ethnocentrism of the most American Indians, and Ameri- ants who have demonstrated writ- 
Brown was formerly a librarian at PY So tragic kind. cans of Spanish-speaking origins. ing talent will be available at the 
the central headquarters of the — Responsibility for the inordin- Deadline for the Third Annual Council headquarters, 9 East 40th 
Board of Education. Before she ’ pi ately low quality of children’s Contest will be September 1, 1970. Street, New York, N. Y. 10016. The 
came to Ocean Hill-Brownsville, Te : books on American Indians should New rules and the names of the exact date will be announced by 
she said, her attitudes could be — _@| not be laid only on authors. Some judges will appear in the Septem- telegram to any children’s book 
readily described as “middle-class a yy th -must be assigned to historians. ber 1969 ‘issue of this bulletin. editor who indigates interest in the 
Negro.” She eschewed the term te ll An unfortunate practice among Manuscripts already submitted that contest in writing. Editors should 
“black” and was less than enthusi- “Books fill the void.” historians has been to follow a are not eligible for the current send the Council a letter or post- 
astic about the concept “Black is : double standard in writing about contest will be held for the new card requesting notification. 
Beautiful.” Today, she is equally About 40 children were in the | Indian-white ae For nee 
at home with “Negro” and “black” room. Most sat at oblong tables, | ample, although historians ly . * 
and knows that black very defin- quietly reading. Others crowded | record the violent acts committed ; Information Clearing House 
itely is beautiful. - around the end of a long table on | by the Indian’ toward the white | Books for the Chinese American Child, a Selected List, compiled and 

From the start of the visit, Mrs. which a sign was propped: “To- | man, they Bae the ae — annotated by Cecilia Mei-chi Chen, is available gratis from the Coopera- Brown set the tone and pace of the day’s Record Selection — Ashanti | of white violence, cruelty, and | tive Children’s Book Center, 411 West, State Capitol, Madison, Wisconsin. 
day—enthusiastic and brisk. She Folk Tales from Ghana, by Cour- poe ais All Ka coe 
directed the editors to waiting cars, lander.” A turntable spun slowly, | authors of children’s books reflect ‘ a 
which carried them to their first and six boys and girls, plugged in | this initial dishonesty. peed Summer Program = The Interstate Research ea eee ee Broadcast and Print Journalism for ates, a non-profit consulting firm stop of the day, an elementary by earphones, were listening in- The Association on American Paes oA Th perier e 3 5 3 : ; Members of Minority Groups has specializing in bi-cultural programs, school. For most of the editors, this _ tently. In another part of the room, | Indian Affairs regularly reviews been ‘initiated by Columbia Uni- tags hak ab theme dispccaliore 
was their first trip to Ocean Hill- seven boys and girls clustered | children’s books about American verity! i Publishers ia iitercsted! “i eee blished Sana abe 
Brownsville. Perhaps, as Editor around a filmstrip machine. They | Indians. The organization has long graduates of thal program should Wehed” He eee ee a ae 
Ruth Hannon of Western Publish- took turns reading the film captions, | felt the need for a list of recom- ribet Richard aaeare Adenine 5 an w ae es ant themes LR 
ing said later, she had been expect- and when one did not know a | mended books in this field and has isteator, Graduate School ae jour tee aes at 1826 Jefferson 
ing something like Harlem—chaotic word, another student would say it | recently published a Preliminary malism), Columbia University, N. y. Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
but full of vitality. It did not take for him. continued on page 2 continued on page 8 ip e 2 conniedaemen
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continued f emotes 5 H. A. Rey’s Curious George of the names most frequently asked asked, are the integrated anthol- profession to take such a step. It is 
Ocean Hill- (Houghton Mifflin) is another per- for: Black — Benjamin Banneker, ogies—black and white poets to- possible that they will be one of 

F ennial favorite among the younger Crispus Attucks, Phillis Wheatley, gether, with talent as the only cri- the last. For as this article goes to 
Brownsville children. On the other hand, the Onesimus, James Lafayette, Peter terion? Harriett Brown stated that press, news has come of the New 

; i librarians said, the Ocean Hill- Salem, Lucy Terry, Charles Drew; there was not one such book in any _York State legislature’s “decentrali- 
For the intermediate grades (the Brownsville children have no pa- Puerto Rican — the rebel Alvizu library in the district. And another zation” bill. Ocean Hill-Browns- 

Ocean Hill-Brownsville schools do  tience for the completely middle- | Campos, the poet Jose de Diego, librarian asked that Spanish Ameri-  ville’s days are effectively num- 
not go beyond the eighth grade), class, Anglo-Saxon books like Char- and the philosopher Eugenio Maria can poets also be included in inte- bered. Under the new legislation, 
favorites are Frank Bonham’s Dur- lotte’s Web and Stuart Little. de Hostos. grated anthologies. Ocean Hill-Brownsville is to be in- 
ango Street (Dutton), Kristin Hun- “These books simply do not move The librarians said that students P h corporated into a larger district and 
ter’s The Soul Brothers and Sister from our shelves,” they added. request biographies of the follow- Nationwide Symbol of the children are to be absorbed into 

Lou | (Scribner’s), Lorenz Gra- ing contemporary politicians, enter- Community Control a student population more than 
ham’s North Town (Crowell), and Adult Books Adapted tainers, artists, and sports figures: It was after five o'clock, and the double their present number. 
Philip Durham’s Adventures of the “The slow readers naturally want Dick Gregory, Adam Clayton Pow- day was drawing to a close. The But as a demonstration in its 

NEETO ears (Dodd, Mead). to read what their peers are read- ell, Huey P. Newton; Sidney Poit- editors who had come to Ocean own right, Ocean Hill-Brownsville 
‘The Puerto Rican children have jing,” said a librarian. Their peers ier, James Brown; Tom Feelings, Hill-Brownsville, to see for them- has become the nationwide symbol 

the same need for books about are reading about Malcolm X and James Baldwin; Mohammud Ali. selves this experimental demonstra- of communities intent upon con- 
their lives and ithe problems they Julius Lester and Eldridge Cleaver. “What about biographies of tion school district, were the first trolling the education of their chil- 
face in the city,” remarked another “They feel only shame when I have people who are not famous at all?” representatives of the publishing dren. 
librarian. All agreed that two of the to lead them to a shelf of ‘kid another librarian suggested. “Per- 
most popular books with the stuff picture books, because those sons who were born in a ghetto like About the Authors 
younger Puerto Rican readers in are the only books they can han- Ocean Hill and who got out to be- 
the district are Sue Felt’s Résa-Too- dle.” An editor suggested that this come teachers or doctors or some- Margaret Davidson is the author of eight books for children, mostly bio- 
Little and Barto Takes the Subway is an area the publishers are cover- thing a little more possible for most | graphical. Her next book Helen Keller: A Biography for Younger 
(Knopf). Favorites among the in- ing with the “high interest/low kids. And what about biographies | Readers, will be published in November by Scholastic Book Services. She 

termediate graders are Susan Tha- of people known or unknown who | is Associate Editor of the Council on Interracial Books for Children. 
ler’s Rosaria (McKay), Charlotte yi ‘ came back to work in the ghetto? 
Mayerson’s Two Blocks Apart #ij > Aren’t they heroes, too?” Bradford Chambers is Editor of the Background Books for Young People, 
(Harcourt, Brace & World), and A ON i the series published by Parents’ Magazine Press. He is author of Chron- 
Yetta Speevack’s Spider Plant Middle-Class Objections icles of Negro Protest (Parents’). Mr. Chambers is Chairman of the Coun- 

ae ? ath EK To Today’s Black Heroes cil on Interracial Books for Children. 

jneeny Shae aes at = % my Mh ; “Too often publishers reject sub- 

their own heritage, history, legends, ‘ 7 “sn i A secs es ipfestean ies because eo Pan eee ae hoe 2 Se Wh eS ae er ae AN OPEN LETTER TO OUR READERS 
y ‘ es other : - 

so much experimentation in bilin- ee a tioned as examples of biographies The Council's activities are expanding on 
- et Pe Metres ll tat ce Lenny ey oes our many fronts. The annual contest is about to 

ce amare eee. HOUY {Vas Contasted to cuit Puyo enter ts) third) year and sas reported in this English in the same text—but, as rown at the Hut ‘ y > D 
eet librarians pointed out, it Heme mew pe H. Rap Brown and Stokely issue of the bulletin the contest's scope has A > - ; armichael. “And what about Paul 5 lake : 

must be Western Hemisphere Span- level” books with advanced sub- po} econ” che asked. “A man wav Droadened dramatically. In addition, a special 
ish. One suggestion for Spanish ject matter and concepts, illus- ahead of his time, ignored by the Supplement of the bulletin, featuring lists of 
American youngsters was an ele- trated for older readers, yet writ- hite middle-class today. He and recommended interracial books, is now off the 
mentary text in Spanish that gradu- _ ten on a simplified second, third, or the others I have mentioned are our eg! 
ally introduces English words and fourth grade word level. kids’ a ae % = Pee press and ready for mailing. Now a new need phrases and ends up almost com- a ae has been dramatized: to open up direct lines of 
pletely in English, Possibly, it was Wide Gulf Between kre eae * communication between publishers and inner- 

orl this ‘could, be used aS Trade and Text Books Mrs.. Brown raised_an interesting city school districts, in ways described in our 

ee a co A solution the editors and libra- point. “Too many biographies,” she feature article on Ocean Hill-Brownsville. 
me igen Sean iene ens also discussed was the simpli- — Bae on a eer che 

part of a program in learning Span- ee adaptation of popular adult os hilar ee ee ee al ie To expand our activities the Council 
i ooks. Until very recently, it was Ounse: ‘en the stress suo e need a + It A + t ce 
: Avother librarian ated’ that in pointed out, professional book laid on how he got there. CS gos Suen: VOW E Ne eOCUny Scones 

the non-fiction area, especially on people scorned easy-reading ver- _ Simple science books for younger uted, act now. Ree ee cons Genet ae ae 
fis younver levels chnoeanoriing = 2025 of any book. But if the reac- children were still another ex- know of foundations, organizations and individuals 
is available about such urban reali. tims _of the professionals meeting eet ae ee na se in positions to financially support our work, 
fies sae deupeayelere, aniston at Ocean Hill-Brownsville that She was bothered by the fact that | en knows 

‘ > ny «a7 afternoon are indicative, there has $0 many more purely imaginative 
olice-community interaction. “And 5 2 f i i Pi s , been a radical change in attitude, tales now available are still, as she THE COUNCIL 

for heaven’s sake, we don’t mean it“ tite” She hoped 
books like ‘Meet Your Friendly for everyone agreed that easy-read- put it, oo white. le ae 

Policeman, or ‘The Happy Gar- be S yore pone ot ie a ie sak pe sential lae Sask Ge ate Ree Wiecicee: TEI Sri ag pee Re ees ie Som joys and girls are already intense ms 
a Collector a of thing,” one aationtedete read eala We of = legends. Collections of this kind BULK RATES ; 

rarian snapped. a... «, estimable value — adaptations of that are popular at Ocean Hill are INTERRACIAL BOOKS FOR CHILDREN is available at the following reduced 
dere ipsa a sea i books ‘such as Malcolm X, Warren Harold Courlander’s ee rates for bulk purchases: 

other day. She wanted a book on Miller’s Cool World, Piri Thomas ae ly oe woves 25 copies... 30¢ each 100 copies..................15¢ each 
drugs to read to her class, We Dh These Mean Streets, and evlten. by Catherine Bournier, 50 coples.............206each 250 copies... 10¢ each 
didn't aye vanye=nctlas cies Wo Claude Brown’s Manchild in the (Scribner's) and Tales From the lini ; : SEE ee pee fiandl: Story Hat, by Verna Aardema imited supplies of Vol. I, No. 1 and Nos. 2-3 are available. They may 
have several good U.S. Public “Many of the boys and girls of (Coward McCann), and Benjamin be purchased from the Council for $1 per copy. Copies of Vol. II, 
A ee oe ae Ocean Hillinthetsearehifor thet @ Elkins’ Why the Sun Was Late Nos. 2-3 are available for 50c per copy. 
{Wessun ae eaaicnee ae ete Own) identities,” said the librarian (Parents’). morocco Cr 

feel that the problem doesn’t exist of Bes 55, ‘borrow ge from A librarian from one of the two | SUBSCRIBE TODAY! ADD A CONTRIBUTION! l 
for little ones. Well, it does. It fantasies of Pies doctors, scien- intermediate schools expressed the | a = I 
exists here, and it exists in the Sts bes pet 7 etes ble ay tronauts, universal problem. librarians face | Lg ® Council on interracial Books For Children, inc. |! 
suburbs, Let children leam and © order to tolerate a bleak present.” i}, teenage girls, who, although | Erni Rom Q East 4 | : She added that books are being oe. ‘ast 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 | 
read about drugs as a fact of life 5 ; they can read any book they want, | ae oe 
early enough, and drugs won’t hold published about Afro: Ameticans ang often refuse to read anything ex- | fRe eose | 

the lure they agi ncw when the Geek gcse wagmnaval broken cept fictionalized, romanticized love | : ‘ oe ; Pac 
Paes dee into glamorous fields, but many tories. Why not, she suggested, | |! wish to continue receiving Interracial Books for Chil- | 

A related suggestion was made ™O% are desperately needed. She 4), into these essentially light- | dren and enclose $2.00 for four issues. | 
that if publishers are willing to take took as an example Jim Brown, the weight but always popular books | ; ‘ ! e : *. _ Running Back, by Larry Klein (Put- a eae! also wish to contribute $.............. to help the | 
on such topics for very young chil. : : themes of more social value or con: Cc | Dit 
dren, the books should be left open-"2™)- Her library has five copies ¢ ontation with reality? Tt omriey ecu S proala ns | 
eneeme iecdeee crake problent of this book, and she observed that ! | 
presented and’ discussed—but the it is considered a very hard book The Ocean Hill boys and girls | | 
eoneinsicn’ (soap in thonenetcr for most of the students to read. are quite fond of poetry, the libra- | © NAMB _____ 
the child to deduce for Himself: But, she said, she can’t keep copies _rians noted, pointing to a number | | 

on the shelf. of good anthologies of black poets | ! 
A highly popular book at Ocean A request was made that the now in their libraries. The Langston | EE SS | 

Hill-Brownsville, the editors were _ librarians indicate which of the les- Hughes’ anthologies are all-time ! l 
told, is A. Lamorisse’s The Red Bal- _ ser-known historic black and Puerto favorites, they said. Another popu- | cry STATE. ZIP Il 
loon (Doubleday), both for the Rican heroes receive . most re- Jar anthology is Charlemae Rollins’ | j 
universal enchantment of its story quests from the Ocean Hill-Browns- Famous American Negro Poets 
and for its realistic photographs. ville students. The following is a list (Dodd). But where, the librarians Log CON IBS TIONS ANE TAX VEPUCEER ! 
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ee sented by the ecb graphic treat- approver. knowing about birthday parties, — aa > ment, yet even when this is pointed », ‘ they knew about work. This book tee 7 | out, black reactions do not change. Greenberms) Oh Lord, 1 Wish tells of a rural-slum black child in 4 ot . Was a Buzzard must have been fh ae These responses have been ob- ‘ 3 the Delta, as Jazz Man tells of an : . , difficult to illustrate. It has one pic- - os - served in readers from a commun- urban black child. In many ways, x : : ture that causes one to look closely 5 : x ek ity of some 85,000 people. About ‘ ; ; Greenberg’s book is a pioneering ¥ 40 per cent of the population is and think twice. That one picture endeavor. It utilizes familiar vocab. f=, by Ethel Richard 2 —and the text supports it—really : : 3 7 1 e a we me lower — expresses|childhond’s univereliieve ulary and setting and animals, and 
class. While the town is near New strives to incorporate all with em- 
York City, its People show little pathy for the black child of the 

Frequently implied but seldom Lawrence’s Harriet and the Prom- 2PPreciation of the art style ee d rural slum. Yet it tries to do so in a spelled out in book reviewing is the ised Land (Simon & Schuster; bi coe busing: New foe: City way that will be meaningful to the dynamics of “social consciousness” $5.95) and Polly Greenberg’s Oh ae Deon qed Be es Be ee child who has never seen cottbn. —the alertness in man to man’s Lord, I Wish I Was a Buzzard ne ahi a aes ee Be eae There pe communication here, espe- humanity. To be real, social con- (Macmillan; $4.50). We all realize ey s ae ay Beye cially if a skillful adult is in on the sciousness is, or ought to be, mani- that a book should be evaluated on ian Borie! aati me b reading. 
fest in all forms of communication, its own merits, yet these two titles eae ations that must be The Greenberg book has _been 
but especially it should be present have had the misfortune of being a o a oa a ik the adversely criticized by the jump- wherever influences are subtle. linked and compared. ieee Bi cea be 1 ae ee : i ay IS on-the-bandwagon people: What We all realize that the impact of The Lawrence book was on . me oor : alt ou cic 2 \ really is disliked about ab taits Ue: a book on a reader cannot be exhibit during the 1968 national that Ane Sal i oF te nd a That a black child prices tube @ 
judged fully or accurately, but that Convention of the Association for  _'#t Parents PAS eae a = buzzard, a carrion-eater, is repug- 
a reviewer can discover some gen- the Study of Negro Life and His- He ere toi eaneeives ant te oe ese Nant. The title and the one picture 
eral clues as to what that impact tory. There it raised quite a stir, Ld ose as: ieee sake Ra Resa have branded this book as mar- 

be. Fi he honesth most of which was antagonistic others who work with children may OO Sepa inal. BAS hie eee aa iSO 5 profitably use the book once they teeegh >a | i SS To repeat, it is unfortunate that si ei : iy bapa ieee es have prepared their children to “wm ia} . the Greenberg and Lawrence books to the book under consideration. —  “~ appreciate its art style. Our times Illustration from Oh Lord, I wish I rave heen compared, but since this Second, he puts himself mentally ..LUlUlU bah reflect unevenness of tempers. A was a Buzzard (Macmillan, $4.50). has been the case, let as make a in the place of its most troubled |. "part of this is due to the absence of definite statement. More children character (or characters). He may . y blacks in all aspects of American of a trick. But many readers react Jove the Greenberg book than the discuss the book with other people ~~ i . life. Mr. Lawrence’s book can meet to it as to a stereotype. The art — Tawrence book. The experience in 
who regularly read and review. 7 \ a need, but the person handing it medium is seemingly a combina- Greenberg is generally one genera- 
Finally, he may test the book a . _ out had better know his reader tion of tempera, water color, tion removed for them. Lawrence’ 
members of its intended audience 4, Well. For this book expresses some crayon, and pen and ink. Moder- }ogk brings experience of a dis- for their reactions. : (| of the pain of the black experience _ ately stylized pictures evoke con- tant past into their souls. We must 

Other criteria are useful in judg- c ’ eas in America almost too eloquently. cern that beauty of field and people educate them to appreciate Law- ing books, to be sure, but they are y pee “, It is so well done that for the black _can be tied to misery of heat, gruel- rence, surely, but we can only start secondary in appraising the emo- | om y/ Oe child it recreates black experiences ing work, and small reward. The where they are. And children aren’t tional climate that a book will ae 4! oe to the point of being intolerable. text is poetry. Based on a real ready for him—not in large num- are the individual reader. g “ ve book fe too close a i person’s childhood experience, it bers. They are ready for, and so Factual accuracy is one such cri- , : ‘0 accomplish its intent, an € was used in mimeographed form in can take, Greenberg. terion. Yet how “accurate” is such mis . gf ee ee ee ee black child’s spirit is quickened to the 1965 Mississippi Head Start About th 4 th 
@ cold standard if the soctal at- "4 (Simon & Schuster, $5.95). new depths of misery. Of course, program. Mississippi children [ETHEL RICHARD ic Coordinator af Rel mosphere in the context of which The symmetry of text and illus- the book can also add tinder to couldn't relate to middle class ‘Little | structional Material Center, Intermediate 
the facts are exposed is not also tration in Harriet is symphonic. ‘sting resentments, because it Bear. They did know of hound dog, | Sch00!, East Orange, New Jersey, She also recreated? This book is a landmark among gives white children some false im- buzzard, partridge, etc. Rather than | State College. 

____ Many books produced. today _ invenile titles dealing with black preston ane for what on to 
~ deal with themes of major concern history. But in its art work it is so aii: ant ane Sey Beni eure 

for all of us. The authors evidence sophisticated that it hurts aay einen tha style of the art eu Council on Interracial Books For Children, Inc. Direc ee — — lial — Sacer bigs geal ee Perhaps to hide embarrassment, 9 East 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 : Pp AID 

advanced for certain reader groups _ hurt is expressed as resentment by res on ee be ia NEW YORK, N.Y. 
in our society; some are too obscure black parents and as plain rejec- eo ala seme he ae is es PERMIT No. 5090 
in how they say what they say; tion by black children. The chief the ‘blade “Thus di a ok 
and some are too honest. Some objection seems to center on the “¢ el : Ta Tee ee eee 
reviewers miss the point, or are  deathlike skulls or bony appear- JUVenue level is blocked. 
themselves unaware, or they fear ance of the heads, the agony of To damn this book would be to : 
to launch what may be mistaken which is heightened by stark-white act as a censor. But if one is aware Wrrnn : 
as an attack instead of a goal for teeth. Another disliked feature is and conscious of social responsi- Cooperative Children's : honesty. the grotesque shape or dispropor- bility, any book that is approved : Book Center : Two titles on the 1968 juvenile _tionate size given to parts of the and permitted to reach out and > B11 West, S c ‘ 
book lists have aroused consider- body, especially the hands. White harm the spirit or mind of even one ; x dinon , W “tpg 53 ee 
able comment. They are Jacob characters in the book are repre- child rests as a liability on the > SCe 2 . 

continued from page 1 whether authors gave an accurate While it is certainly true that one 
and honest picture of Indian prob- of the larger objectives of the Asso- 

INDIAN BOOKS lems; (3) whether the authors of ciation’s bibliography is the Ameri- 
books about contemporary Indians can Indian child, it is also impor- pane c 

ATTAC KED were sensitive to the problems in- tant that this list reach the white _ Continued fem, eee s herent in being Indian in the community. For, by and large, it is Council Publishes Compendium of 
Bibliography of Selected Children’s United States today. white ignorance and lack of inte- Recommended Book Lists 

i i It is the Associati American te Fe 5 
Books About American Indians. Indi es ae te me ay nis al caused many of the problems subscribers for 50¢ to cover post- ization. Under the chairmanship More than 200 books were read Indian Affair’s hope— g Maceioan iadianet tai tele: a tending ch The list. of Khalleel Azar, a new member- ee os d which we are working— erican Indians face today. Ele- age and handling charges. The lis is : ; , for the compilation of the Associ- toward w' aol teach daioo ns t tis t ts and stu. Ship committee will look into prac- Son Aas E ‘ that publishers will begin to be ™entary school teachers tend to is sent gratis to parents ani : y : : ation’s 63-book list. Approximately DI g eat Didi iPthey. weattliontak 2 dente soho mecneenie tical ways to unite parents, school had more selective in choosing books ‘eat indians, yy en e quest It The Tae f two out of every three books ha D h 7 1 ibrarians and teachers into an e! sccted Th f i - about Indians. In fact, it would be ll, as a quaint but small group of The Council is preparing similar fees wath h b 
to be plese gecause (Oe ace 1 hwhile for editors to en- People who were an anachronism lists of recommended books rele- ective force to influence the pub- rate, unrealistic, ethnocentric state- well worthwhile for editors to e ican Americans. Ameri. lication and distribution of truly b Indi Mala Hooks courage and to aid American In- 100 years ago and who today are vant to Mexican Americans, Ameri 1 ‘Book f hild fot 
Bae a. Tab h ees dians in writing their own books hardly worth a second thought. can Indians, Puerto Ricans, and sees eer cae oe Olea 
include BS UD ONE Re bout Indian’ hi al q Thus it is that this bibliography is other ethnic minorities. Reports of  thnic minorities. . read, reviewed, and recommended about Indian history, culture, an aizeatad d hi N ies lstetenlleanereeniyeculen ene The Council on Interracial Books @ a aor life today. ected towards white teachers, ie s appe: Zula for Child x et 1 by American Indians. The list is life y: hi d id whi hiocl 5 h il bullet or Children is entirely voluntary ne 5 least, publishers White students, and white school tions of the Council bulletin rvrEerR- = Fi only a preliminary version of a At the very least, pi z joes A and consists of editors, authors and 
larger bibliography to be p&blished should strive to have all books et just ae surely Se Fa 1s RACIAL BOOKS FOR CHILDREN and in other persons involved in the pub- 
in 1970 that will include titles about American Indians read for ‘irected towards American Indians. Sop aoe ueelncn to be tisation of children’s books. By 
selected from over 600 books con- ae ae voreee pias eet See ee ree broadening membership, the Coun- 
sidered. knowledgeable in the field. For une j ae : Council Sets in Motion cil hopes to enlarge its base of sup- 

The criteria used in selecting til books, and particularly children’s a a oo ale Nationwide Membership port, insorder tov continue anduto 
books for the current list were: (1) books, are made accurate and un- = Seat Resociat: aes i expand activities. Readers are re- 
whether authors presented a real- prejudiced, no understanding of eee ae e We ae Fe a Dae _At the June meeting of the Coun- quested to send suggestions on the 
istic picture of American Indians the American Indian can be had— We mn ae near ae ae i cil’s Executive Board, plans were membership drive to Mr. Khalleel 
without being patronizing, senti- and no true progress can be ex- Ree outh, New York, N. I. set in motion for the Council to be- Azar at the Council headquarters, 
mental, and emotional; (2) pected. 10016. come a national membership orga- 9 East 40th Street, New York, 
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