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THE FIRST ROBIN.

'Wild March winds flercely blow. Its robe of ice and
snOW
The mourning earth still solemnly doth keep.
No leaf ia on the bough, and not a blossom now

Hath waked from its long, dreary winter sleep.

But list! A voice I hear, a bird song blithe and clear,
Above the wailing of the wintry blast,

And on yon leafless tree, brave robin red-breast see!
The spring's sweet harbinger has come at last!

O bird with ruby breast, bare boughs nor empty nest,
Nor frost nor snow, have power thy song to chill;

By some sweet prophecy dost thou all joy foresee
That summer in thy heart abideth still?

Ah, listening thus to thee, I also seem to see
The life and beauty of the summer hours,

The roses bloom again against the window pane,
The soft wind whispers low o'er beds of flowers.

1 catch the sweet perfume of orchards white with bloom
In dreamy skies the soft clouds come and go;

The brooks, rejoicing, free, run langhing to the sea,
And song and sunshine all the world o'erflow.

Thanks, warbler, brave, to thee for thy sweet minstrelsy
That by its magic power can so restore

The charms of summer fied, the roses scattered, dead,
And promise us they soon shall bleom once more.

Sweet herald-of the spring, teach me, like thee, to sing
Amid the winter that environs me; i

Thy faith to me impart, speak to my fainting heart,
Of the eternal summer yet to be.

. Northfield, Vt. L.L.

GRAPES.

THE question is often asked what kind
of soil is best for the grape and how
to cultivate it. = All who have ground to
grow grapes, should plant at least enough
for their own family use. The grape sub-
ject embraces a wide territory, therefore
a few simple ways of culture are all
that are practicable or really necessary.
Many varieties are not particular about
location, while others of a more delicate
nature require the best soil in sheltered
locations. If you wish to plant largely,
choose a free, airy section, selecting the
most hardy varieties that will withstand
cold and heat, like the Concord and
Moore’s Early. Those who wish to study
the grape, and cultivate on a large scale,
would do well ‘to consult any work on
the cultivation of grapes, where they
will find all the information required. If
you wish but a few varieties, select some
of the most hardy, with the choice, deli-
cate varieties, that you may have a vari-
ety for flavor, time of ripening, and good
keeping qualities.

Hillsides along large rivers and lakes,
sloping east or south, fully exposed to
the sun and warm winds, are favorable
locations, being more free from frost in
spring and fall. Positions along small
creeks are more subject to frost, being

damp and moist, and would be best to
avoid. If the soil is dry naturally, and
a little sandy and deep, it will be favora-
ble; if a mixture of decomposed stone
and leaf mould, feeling soft to the feet,
the location will be a good one. Prepare
the ground by removing all stones and
roots. If your soil can be worked deep,
fifteen or twenty inches, it will be bene
ficial against drouth, acting as drainage
in wet weather. It is not a good plan to
manure heavily as 1t causes a rank, un-
healthy growth, injuring the quality and
flavor. When manure is applied, use it
well decomposed, or wood ashes and
bone, applying yearly a light top-dressing
in antumn.

To recommend any particular variety,
I do not consider advisable as the climate,
soil and location, have more to do
towards growing good grapes than any
other variety of small fruit, and as there
are so many new varieties introduced
each year which prove valuable, it would
be advisable to try ome or two standard
varieties, and experiment with one or
two new varieties. At the present time,
among the newer varieties tested, the fol-
lowing have proved valuable im most
sections: Golden Pocklington, Prentiss,
Jefferson, Early Victor, Moore’s Early,
and Brighton. Among the older varie-
ties, Concord, Delaware, Hartford, Sa-
lem, some of Roger’s hybrids, Isabella,
and Norton’s Virginia. -

Choose good one or two-year old vines,
planting six to eight feet apart, depend-
ing on growth of variety. They can be
planted in fall or spring; if in spring,
the earlier they are planted the better
growth they will make. Dig holes eight
to twelve inches deep, spreading the
roots that they may lay straight and not
cramped. Nothing is necessary the first
summer, only to keep the ground free
from weeds, stirring often to keep mel-
low, and encourage rapid growth. Train
to one vine, tying it to a stake. Should
it make a few feet of growth, (four or
five feet in one season is a fair growth
of the strong-growing varieties,) cut
back in the fall, when the leaves have
dropped, to about three eyes. It would
be well to make a trellis the second year,
or it can be kept tied to a stake for two
years, but on a trellis better care can be
given the vine. Lay down in the fall by
covering a little soil or litter on the ends
of the vine to hold it in position for the
winter. C. E. ALLEN.

——

OULTIVATION OF FRUIT TREES.

The following from an exchange is
worth the attention of amateur fruit
growers: ¢ Instead of trimming up
trees, according to the old fashiom, to
make them long-legged and long-armed,
trim them down, so as to make them
even, snug and symmetrical. Instead of
manuring heavily in a small circle at the
foot of the tree, spread the manure, if
needed at all, broadcast over the whole
surface, especially where the ends of the
roots can get it. Instead of spading a
small circle about the stem, cultivate the

whole surface broadcast. Prefer a well
pulverized, clean surface in an orchard
with a moderately rich soil to a heavy
manuring and a surface covered with a
hard crust and weeds and grass. Re-
mémber that it is better to set out ten
trees with all the necessary care to make
them live and flourish thdn to set out a
hundred trees and have them all die from
carelessness.

Remember that tobacco is a poison, and
will kill insects rapidly if properly ap-
plied to them, and is one of the best drugs
for freeing fruit trees rapidly of small
vermin. Fruit evaporators are compara-
tively inexpensive, they are very easily
operated and properly dried fruit is
always salable. If your farm is mnear a
railroad you will be able to sell every
bushel of fruit for city consumption that
you may happen to raise, and you will
realize satisfactory prices for it.”—Ex.

FEEDING HORSES.

Do not wait until you begin work in
the spring to feed your horses. Do not
starve them all winter and then expect a
week or two of extra feeding to bring
them up to the working point. Begin
now. Keepthem in regular health. They
will enjoy the food now and assimilate
it.- They will retain its results. Do not
accuse your horse of being lazy because
he stands in the stable and eats his regu-
lar meals. He rests as you do, and likes
to go out once in a while as you do. It
is a mistake to suppose that he does not
need a little enjoyment, even if it is a
drive on a strange road. Do not leave
him long under cold sheds without decent
covering, The horse that has trodden
in the furrow, and has known nothing
but the old barn door, likes a change.
Let him hear the jingle of the bells com
fortably. Do not let him stand uncov-
ered for hours while you git by the vil-
lage store stove. Do not kick him be-
cause this plow horse does not trot as
well as he pulls a hay wagon. When you
go home at night and give him drink, tem-
per his water a little, just as some of
your neighbors temper their water, but
not with the same stuff. And give him a
bite, if he is in condition for it, just as
you take your piece of pie. The farmers’
best friends are the dumb, patient ani-
mals around him.— Herald.

CuRRANT CULTURE.—Currants are not
only healthful and refreshing in midsum-
mer, but are always a profitable crop if
properly cared for. John H. Hale, in the
Connecticut Farmer, truly says that there
is money in this crop if it can Be disposed
of at six cents per quart, and the price is
rarely less than ten cents. Every farmer
should go through the neglected rows of
old bushes next spring, cut out at least
one-half of the old wood, shorten in the
remainder, plow in a good coat of manure,
dust with powdered hellebore when the
worms appear, and the increased size and
yield of bunch and berry will make him
think he has one of the new varieties which
show so gorgeously in the colored pict-
ures of the nurseryman’s catalogues.

COURTESY IN PUBLIC PLAORES.

T IS a lamentable fact that one can

hardly enter a horse-car; or go to any
public place without seeing flagrant dis-
regard of the rules of good manners, and .
that, too, not only in people who are not
expected to know better, but often in the
behaviour of richly dressed women, who
doubtless call themselves ladies. The
errors and vulgarisms alluded to are fre-
quently committed through thoughtless-
ness or ignorance, and those who are
guilty of these Improprieties, would,
doubtless, be surprised and shocked if
they were aware of the estimate placed
upon them and their breeding by people
who formed thelr opinion from some little
act, tone or movement which had wholly
escaped their attentiop. For example, a
richly dressed woman enters a crowded
car. A gentleman rises and offers her his
seat. She takes it without the slightest
sign of graclous acknowledgement. We
immediately say mentally, *“ She has’ no
manners, no courtesy.” §She places a
small coin between her teeth or lips,
showing her want of delicacy, reflnement
and neatness; but without enumerating
the disagreeable things often seen, let us,
for the benefit of those who may wish to
improve, mention a few common rules of
good breeding which are, alas! too often
ignored by those who should know bet-
ter.

It is vulgar to do or say any thing that
attracts attention. Loud laughing is in
very bad taste. Loud conversation while
walking with a friend in the street, shop-
ping, or riding in a horse-car displays a
great want of refinement and of good
sense. Besides the odiousness of making
one’s self conspicuous in this way, it is
really dangerous as no one knows what
foul germs of disease concealed in the
dust of the streets may blow into the
month, and lodging in the warm, moist
throat, germinate, giving rise to disease,
if not to death. For the sake of health
as well as decency, therefore, it is better
to keep the mouth shut as much as possi-
ble. The same considerations will lead
a lady to wear a veil. Never talk of per-
sonal or private affairs in public places,
no one knows who may be your listeners.
To speak of yonr own affairs in public,
is imprudent and vulgar; to speak of
your friends’ affairs in public, is rude
and impertinent. The same remark ap-
plies to postal cards.

It seems almost superfluous to say,
never put a coin in the mouth or between
the teeth, yet, strange to say, we fre-
quently see well-dressed men and women
do this. What can be more disgusting?
Think how many dirty pockets and hands
have held it!

Do not hold long conversations at the
door of a friend’s house, at the risk of
giving some ome a severe cold. Say all
you have to say inside, and when you are
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ready to go, bid good bye and go at once,
without delay.

It is rude to make too long a call. Re-
member other people may be busy.
¢¢ Short visits make long friends.”

Return a call soon after it is made, if
you wish to keep up the acquaintance,
especially a first call, which, according
to strict etiquet should be returned
within a week. After the first call has
been promptly returned, the second need
not be returned so soon. Take time to
call upon all your friends at least once or
twice a year. Common courtesy demands
this, to say nothing of friendship.

If you chance to meet an acquaintance
in shopping or walking, let the conversa-
tion be brief, and only upon general sub-
jects. The greeting may be as cordial
as you please, but it is in bad taste to
kiss in public. Kissing should be con-
fined to private places and to near friends
ahd relatives. In the early days of Chris-
tianity, Christians always kissed one an-
other at the close of public worship,
thereby fulfilling the law of Christian
love, and also the command of Paul,
‘“ Greet ye one another with a holy kiss,”
‘¢“Be courteous,” and even strangers
were forced to exclaim, ‘‘Behold how
these Christians love one another!”

Alas! what a contrast to this do we see
in the churches of to-day, when the
same worshippers go in and out, month
after month, and year after year, passing
each other coldly and without the slight-
est sign of recognition. Both courtesy
and Christianity demand of us a friendly
greeting to all who are near us, in pass-
ing out of church, without waiting for
any formal introduction. Do not wait
for others to speak or how first. They
may be waiting for you. It ismore hum-
ble to be the first to bow. The inferior
ought to bow first, and we must always,
in courtesy, make ourselves of less im-
_portance than those around us.

Children and young people should for
this reason bow to their elders in token
of respect and deference and not wait to
be addressed. But after the salutation
is over, wait for the other to begin a con-
versation. Obtrusiveness is odious, but
a respectful, kind salute is never obtru-
sive. The courtly and Christian knight,
Sir Philip Sidney, says, ‘‘ Deference is
the most delicate, the most indirect, and
the most elegant of all compliments.”
Goethe says, ‘ There is a courtesy of the
heart, it is allied to love, from it springs
the purest courtesy in the outward be-
havior.”

Shaking hands is a modern invention,
not introduced till some centuries after
the time of Christ. It is not necessary
to shake hands with one to whom you
have just been introduced, but if the
other offers to do so, it is very rude to
draw back or refuse.

Always acknowledge every act of cour-
tesy towards you. A smile and inclina-
tion of the head is the least return one
can make for even the smallest favor.

Pronounce distinetly the full name and
title of the person who salutes you, or
whom you salute; as for example, ¢ Good
morning, Dr. Brown.” ¢‘How do you
do, Miss Jones.” To use the title with-
out the name, or the name without the
title, or to omit both, is in bad taste.

True courtesy requires us to respect
the feelings of others too much to do
any thing that can give pain or even an-
noyance. ANNA HoLyokeE HOWARD.

PLEASANT HOMES AT SMALL
UOST.

Many of us think, had we the means,
we would do so and so, or get this and
that, but the expense is so much we can-
not afford it. But let us economize in
some other things, that we may save a
little money. Let us dispense with a

piece of jewelry, or perhaps a new dress
also, if your husband will deny himself a
few costly cigars that he thinks so nec-
essary, you could save in a few months
enough to buy a tasteful piece of statuary.

Money, after all, is not the most impor-
tant thing to make home beautiful, good
taste does much more. A few dollars
will cover your walls with good prints
from Raphael, Rubens, Ary Scheffer, Rey-
nolds, Gainsborough, and others, or buy
a pretty statuette. The rich man pays
thousands for a marble figure of Nydia as
the Greek slave, but it is not the mate-
rial, it is the idea, that gives value in art.
We have seen costly statues that were
less beautiful than a plaster bust or cast,
because the sentiment of the latter shone
through even the cheap material, while in
the former there was no sentiment at all.
There are thousands of parlors in the
United States where more money is put
in costly furniture, than would cover
your walls with the works of great mas-
ters of all times, and would fill the book
case with the works of the greatest writ-
ers.

It is not true that only the rich can
surround themselves with beautiful homes
for even if you cannot afford a good en-
graving, you can have trailing vines
growing from some bracket or in your
windows, or a bit of a fern and a few
plants, or a photograph of some rare pict-
ure, neither of which cost much, will lift
what otherwise, would be a common
room into the regions of the beautiful, as
for a very trifling sum, a miniature con-
servatory may be built. You have to
tack a small angular projection, with a
sloping roof, consisting of glass panes in
a wooden frame, to a window looking
south, and you have what, while seeming
as a refuge for plants in winter, will trans-
form your plain little parlor into an Ar-
cadia. It is gratifying to see the plants
and vines grow and twine around the lat-
tice and creep up the walls. And there
are still other things, that make home
beautiful. That is pleasant faces, and
happy dispositions, and one trying to
contribute to the comfort and happiness
of the others. Homeis the haven of rest,
from the day’s toil and routine of do-
mestic duty, and we should make it as at-
tractive as we can. - HATTIE D. Tarr.

e —— .

—Nothing makes a man so contented
a8 an experience gathered from a well-
watched past. As the beauty of the
finest landscape is sometimes-marred on
actual inspection, by a nauseous weed at
at your feet, or painful headache, or many
little things, which detract from a love-
liness on'y fully felt in the recollection
when those trifles are forgotten; so our
chief happiness is too often in recollec-
tions of the past, or anticipation of the
future. Now, it is knowing what the
past really was, which we now recall with
s0 much pleasure, and over which there
seems to be ‘“a light which never was on
sea or land,” that we are able to estimate
the amount of happiness and value of the
present. And I think he who does this
will seldom be discontented ; for the mis-
eries of life are few, and its blessings are
new to us every morning and evening.—
Norman Macleod.

—We are unwilling walkers. We are
not innocent and simple-hearted enough
to enjoy a walk. We have fallen from
that state of grace wh'ch capacity to en-
joy a walk implies. It cannot be said,
that as a people we are so positﬁfely sad
or morose or melancholic as that we are
vacant of that sportiveness and surplus-
age of animal spirits that characterized
our ancestors, and that springs from full
and harmonious life,—a sound heart in
accord with a sound body. A man must
invest himself near at hand, and in com-
mon things, and be content with a steady

and moderate return, if he would know
the blessedness of a cheerful heart, and
the sweetness of a walk over the round
earth. This is alesson the American has
yet to learn,—capability of amusement on
a low key.— John Burroughs.

The Eonservatary,

A SPRING SBONG.

BY ELIZABETH TAYLOR.

Wake, robin. Wake, my love, and sing,
For tidings glad to thee [ bring,

That spring is coming, witching spring!
Clear must be the strain to greet her!
Pure should be the heart to meet her!

Birds, fling your chorus on the air,
The soft, mild air, so fresh, so fair,
For spring is coming, witching spring!
Full of love then come to greet her!
Full of joyous haste to meet her!

‘Where fairy footsteps tread the glade,
Gay blossoms in iheir path are laid,
For spring is coming, witching spring!
Sweetly will the violets greet her—

_ Brightly cowslips spring to meet her.

All tiny insect volces raise

Their portion of the song of praise

To welcome spring, the witching spring!
Glad are they at last to greet her,

On dainty wing they come to meet her.

A thousand colors paint the hill—

Fierce, angry wind, at once be still!

Thou canst not check the witching spring;
Nature’s hosts have come to greet her,
All with welcome glad to meet her.

SOME CHOICE PLANTS AND
SHRUBS.

BY MRS. M. D. WELLCOME.

AVING just come in from mulching
my rhododendrons, I thought I
would speak a word in their praise as
many have found them unsatisfactory as
respects their blooming. Mine, the ca-
tawbiense, were sent me four years ago
ormore. They were budded and bloomed
finely. They have bloomed each year,
but this year more profusely, and they
have developed in beauty very much dur-
ing the past few months. As I looked
at their rich, green, waxy leaves, and the
large leaf buds crowning the ends of the
branches and the main staik, I could not
but admire the beauty of these evergreen
shrubs. I mulch with leaves, and cover
those with spruce boughs, but the tops
of the shrubs are exposed. I give a top
dressing of manure once a year, spring
or iall.” Much has been said about giving
them partial shade. Mine are in a sunny
position. The roots and stalks are shaded
by low-growing plants, and they are
slightly under the over-reaching branches
of a large hydrangea grandiflora which is
growing on the north side of it.

Turfy peat is the best soil, but a mix-
ture of leaf-mold, rotten wood, and sharp
sand is nearly as good. Chalk lime and
clay, it is said, they dislike. The former,
I presume, would be specially objection-
able, but in my own case clay forms quite
a strong proportion of the material as
the original soil was pure clay, and the
various ingredients worked io at inter-
vals during the past ten years have not
expurgated it, though in the beds devoted
to the choice plants and tender annuals
I have very slight trace of it. There is
in clay an element of strength when in-
corporated with mellow soil from an old
pasture, sand and well - rotted manure,
which I find admirable for shrubs, but
specially for the hardy roses.

The rhododendron catawbiense is a na-
tive of North Carolina, and from this spe-
cies a great number of beautiful varieties
have been derived, ordinarily hardy in
most parts of the country. R. penticum,
a native of the Himalaya mountains in
Asia, has produced a great number of
beautiful varieties, but they are tender

and will not endure the open air of our

§

winters. In purchasing, therefore, care Wl

]
J
ghould be exercised in the selection of |
hardy varieties, if desired for out-door i
culture, and it is better to procure those "
in the spring which are budded. For
New England, May and the early part of ¥
June is the best time for setting out. ,
Hypericum patulum.—This hardy shrub |
received from Washington bloomed the®
first season in August. Last year it be-
gan to bloom in July, and continued until
severe frosts killed the leaves and blooms,
It is an evergreen, and its flowers are
produced in bunches at the extremity of
its drooping branches. They are pale
yellow, and closely resemble the beautiful &
gardenia javinica.
Among my newer shrubs which have
not yet bloomed are the following: _Abe-~
lia rupestris, a dwarf, compact shrub

L4 g it L R e

which bears long racemes of pure white #

flowers during summer and fall; Androm-=
eda arborea, sorrel tree, a small tree
Enown in Europe as the lily-of-the-valley =
tree, from the resemblance of its bloom
to that lovely flower, rare in this coun=
try; carpenteria Californica, a very rare
shrub even in its native habitat, and only !
recently introduced to this country; it is 3
described as being very handsome; the ¥
flowers are large, pure white, with yellow *
tipped stamens; the leaves are broadly
lance-shaped, of thick texture, with re-
curved margins; it grows to a height of ,
ten and fifteen feet, and is very bushy;
it is thought to be one of the most valu- -
able shrubs introduced for years; the®
London Garden calls it ‘‘ a great acquisi- -

tion;” it needs protection during winter, ¥

though considered hardy ; styrax japonica,
a flne, hardy shrub of quite recent intro-"
duction, blooms early and profusely, the
branches being sheets of pure white
flowers ; fine for cemeteries. 1

I value very highly the hardy shrubs, .
and am adding each year to my collection
a few rare sorts. I confess to an ambi-
tion to have some that are not commonly
grown, it is so interesting to watch thelr
development, and see for the first 1ime
some new and beautiful flower. They"
are not expensive; twenty-five and fifiy
cents each is the average price for mail-
ing plants, $1.00 for the more rare.
When once established they grow and |
thrive with very little care, each year ad-
ding to their charms. Had I understood
ten years ago, as I now do, the permanent
value of shrubs, herbaceous plants, aud |
the numerous hardy bulbs which of them-
selves alone grace the garden with beauty
from the first springing forth of the little
snow -drop to the autumn - blooming
anemone and lilies, I would never have
given so much time and money for those
tender plants which” endure only for a
brief period and are gone.

Of course, we want a few varieties of
these, and they can be obtained at a trif-
ling cost, and are easily cultured, but as
we are every year more deeply impressed |
with the value of the permanent and |
hardy, we wish much to awaken, increase
and intensify an interest in this direc-
tion. How vast are the resources from
which to select! What beautiful varie-
tles now of those plants of which thirty
years ago, yes, and less time than that,
we knew only two or three sorts. In my
childhood I never saw more than two va-
rieties of peonies, the scarlet and the
white, only three of perennial phlox, and
a double hollyhock was a thing unknown.

Now look at the peonies, especially the
Belgium varieties. Conile de Cressy, ex-
terior of petals clear purple, center of
petals white tinted with carnation ; Faust,
deep flesh color with creamy white cen-
ter; Faubert, reddish purple, almost
black; magnifica, white, tinted with rose;
Madame Leonie, white, tinted with car-
nation; Madame Dhour, bright rose, bor-
dered with white; Madame Crouisse, pure
white. All these are very large and full.
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And the phloxes, what a charming va-
riety! More than twenty years ago, I
brought to my present home my roots of
violet-hued phlox. I have them still, or

I at least their descendants, and among
I the more recent and more beautiful vari-
i eties they are of little account.
§ ing early and late, a collection of peren-
% nial phloxes, from pure white to rich,
I purplish crimson, scarlet crimson, rosy

Bloom-

c¢rimson, salmoun hue, vermilion, and car-
mine, with eyes of varied colors, and
gome striped, these alone would make a
very attractive bed all through the sea-
gon. The new suffructicose dwarfs are
Much has been said

_ in favor of the phlox Drummondii, and
I we would not be without this beautiful
i annual, but we think the perennial ought

| flne, white, striped with violet.
.~ d’honneur has immense spikes; each pet-

- my neighbors and customers.

to be more generally cultivated. Of
course, its place is not in the foreground,
nor with the delicate plants of the bor-
der, but in the rear, or interspersed with
the shrubs, or beside a wall or fence.
After they have multiplied sufficiently,
the roots should be separated and thinned,

i as a large and compact clump does not

yield such fine blooms as a small one.
They are not at all dainty about soil, any

| good garden soil is suitable.

The York and Lancaster phlox is very
Croix

al is distinctly margined with white, thus

| giving the flower the appearance of a
. cross, hence its name.

A. Munzoni,
grand panicles of delicate rose with pur-
ple center. M. Martin, large, color sol-
ferino, with purple eye. @Gloria victis,
enormous flowers, rose lilac, carmine
center. Mrs. H. Hope, pure white, pink
eye. Duchess of Athole, white with
crimson eye. Beauty of Edinburgh,
white with violet eye, very fine. Of the
best pure white, are Miss Robinson,
Pearl, and Queen of Whites. These are
only a few of the numerous varieties of-
fered by florists.

Yarmouth, Me.

A WINTER GARDEN.

BY CLINTON MONTAGUE.

Huge, fleecy snow drifts cover the
lawn, the white, feathery crystals are fly-
ing like shuttle cocks against the win-
dow panes, and every twig on the haw-
thorne hedge 12 ““edged inch deep with
pearl.” It is the day after Christmas,
and all the beauties of summer and au-
tumn are past. The trees are all bare of
green foliage, save the evergreens alone.
Where are the glories of the May forest—
a vision that would be phenomenal in its
loveliness only that each returning spring
brings it to pass? Dead are all the flow-
ers and leaves, nay not dead, but sleep
ing, like the princess in fairy tales, wait-
ing the first warm kiss of the sun god.r

While all is drear on the lap of mother
earth and the bleak east winds are blow-
ing, let us enter our winter garden, where
there is summer warmth and summer
beauty all the year round. When we
were young we sometimes caught butter-
flies and fireflies and put them under a
glass tumbler. Our little green house
makes me think of it—a beautiful bit of
tropic life caught and kept under a crys-
tal cover.

It is not costly and large like the big
green houses in the city, this little con-
servatory of ours. It is a small room
scarcely twelve feet by six, on the east
side of the house, opening from the sit-
ting room. In fact, it is a continuation
of the piazza, and is framed on its two
ends and side by glass. Its cost was con-
giderably less than fifty dollars. My hus-
band giumbled a great deal about the ex-
pense, which we could illy afford at the
time ; but we have since received double
the outlay in the orders I have filled for
Yet it was

by no means designed 48 a btisiness ens
terprise, but simply as an object of art
and pleasure, and it has repaid me a hun-
dred fold for that alome.

It is charming this winter morning as
I swing open the door and enter the
warm atmosphere, heated by steam pipes
that connect with the furnace. What a
bright array of colors are reflected in
these dainty flower cups; almost every
hue of the rainbow is noticed here.
There are green leaves of every shape
and shade, orange amanticas, blue forget-
me-nots, violet pansies, yellow cassias,
indigo convolvuli, and bright red cacti,
geraniums and abatilons to finish up the
grand spectrum of color.

The cacti flourish wonderfully in this
winter garden. There are several species
80 that one is in bloom nearly the whole
season through. Two or three lobster
cacti with their showy scarlet blossoms,
stand beside a cactus grandiflorus, and
beyond are two pots of C. flagelliformis,
a more delicate species than the preced-
ing, with a great number of small pink
flowers which keep open three or four
days; its slender trailing branches re-
quire support.

Several pots of callas, the most beaun-
tiful of aroideous plants, occupy places
opposite from the cacti. These grow
with great vigor, and blossom all the
winter. The large spathe is pure white,
surrounding a spadix which is colored
deeply yellow by its antheriferous flow-
ers. Some people persist in calling this
plant a lily, but it is not, as it belongs to
the arum family.

That which I think guite as much of as
any thing in the whole garden is a great,
thrifty, luxuriant wax plant, which climbs
one of the pillars to the very rafters. Its
odorous blossoms overpower every thing
else in the room. You have read of the
prince who was smothered in flowers.
It always seemed to me a very improba-
ble story; but to-day when a single
branch of the fragrant hoya swung
across my face and nearly took my breath
away, I could easily understand how a
person might be stifled under thousands
of wax plant flowers. And while I lift a
long branch for you to step under, I wish
you to notice how prettily it grows, this
graceful, high bred lady of the well
known milkweed family (asclepiadacew.)
The plant has twining stems which throw
@rial rootlets, thick and fleshy opposite
leaves, very smooth and of a real emer-
ald color, and flowers in dense umbels;
carolla is wheel shaped, five-lobed, the
upper surface covered with minute papil-
{ee. In Lhe center is a crown composed
of five thick appendages to the stamens
and presenting the form of a star. The
polien is in masses as in the milkweeds.
The flowers of mine are fiegsh colored and
have a wax-like appearance, which with
their very regular shape makes them
closely resemble artificial flowers.

In the East Indies the hoya carnosa
grows out of doors often to the height of
twenty or thirty feet, and Thomas Hoy,
the English gardener from whom the
shrub takes its botanical name, describes
one which had a thousand blossoms upon
it at one time. It is one of the few
plants that do well in window culture, its
fleshy leaves resisting the drying effec's
of a furnace heated atmosphere.

We have roses also in this winter gar-
den, delicate tea roses, and moss roses as
bright and as fragrant as the same sum-
mer flower queens. The first tea roses, I
believe there were two, a blush tea and a
yellow tea, were brought to England from
China one hundred years ago. The many
varieties that we see to-day are descend-
ants of those first great-grand-parents
that crossed the ocean in the days of the
Revolution. They give a more poetical
origin to the moss rose. One night the
queen of the fairies sheltered herself in

the heatt of a rose, and in the moroing
she gave in return for this hospitality,
this delicate veil of moss, as the only
thing that could possibly increase the
perfect beauty of the perfect rose.

How many of these stories about roses
come to me this Christmas morning, as 1
stand beside the brilliant buds of my
winter pets. - Venus pricking her white
feet on a thorn and dyeing the rose
leaves to a crimson stain; Pausdnius
and his colleagues carrying on their plot
in the Brazer House, the roof of which
was a bower of roses, so that ever since
the rose has heen the symbol of secrecy,
and strictly confidential conversation is
called sub rosa, or, under the rose; dark-
eyed Persian girls scattering roses om
festal days, and Roman emperors ban-
queting upon couches fllled with rose
leaves—all these and many others about
the ¢ queen of flowers” come to my mind
a3 the snow flakes come falling down
through the chilly atmosphere.

There are quantities and qnantities of
ferns and trailing ivies in our little hot
house, all as green and flourishing as
though it was the middle of summer and
not of winter. And this reminds me that
a friend of mine who has not the con-
veniences for a flower room has got a
winter garden of her own right in her
parlor. It is a large wardian or fern
case, fllled with every variety of moss
and fern which she transplanted in Sep-
tember and October. The case is two
by one and a half feet, and cost about
twelve dollars. For thi§ small sum she
epjoys a thing of beauty the whole win-
ter long. Right against the whiteness of
the snow gleams this emerald mass of
verdure, reminding one, even when chilly
winds blow, of the summery walks in
leafy June and the fragrant breezes of
midsummer’s glories. It is a cheap ex-
pense for a pure, healthy, rejuvenating
joy.

To any one who loves the green wood
and the summer time, winter is a dreary
season at best. Welong for green leaves
Land gay blossoms, and walks in fragrant
woods. And what a place a green wood
is as it wakes up from its long winter
sleep! Any one who sees it then might
well believe in those gentle deities whom
the old singers used to fancy as dwelling
there. It is a place where miracles are
wrought, wondrous and mystic 'as those
performed by 'Arabian necromancers, as
the dry branches become transformed in-
to green leafage. Something of it you
can, if you choose, bring right into your
own daily life, and have in your home in
midwinter, a bit of the spring time.

OARE OF OANARIES.

May I tell the lady who asks how to
care for her birds, to give them bathing
water every day? They will not bathe
unless they wish to. Give every day, if
convenient, something green. I take the
waste seed, sow in a place by itself, and
water well, and it will grow rapidly.
Feed that, also, give sour apple, lettuce
and chickweed. I sow bird seed in a jar
for winter use. Give cracker, bread and
milk occasionally, and hard boiled eggs,
shell and all, They should have fine sand
in the cage every now and then. Do not
give potatoes, cookies, nor sugar, nor
feed too much hemp seed as that is fat-
tening. For loss of voice, give soaked
rape seed, (watch the bird as some will
not eat it,) also give lettuce seed, and
salt fat pork in red pepper. Donot hang
the cage out too early, nor leave them
out for the dew to fall on them, nor ex-
pose them to drafts of air. I always
cover mine cold nights, even with a good
coal fire. I talk to mine; they like to be

noticed as well as achild., I have had:
one over & year, and he has never ceased

singing only while mating. Mgs. A. 8. I

FLORAL CORRESPONDENCE.

M. E. A, I would not disturb that lily. I set
my pots in a dark cellar until spring, then if they
need fresh soil I 1ift them oarefully so as not to
disturb the bulb, erumble off the outside sofl,
and rep'ant in a larger pot, filling up with good
sweet goil, and keep In a cool room, weil lighted,
until the weather is warm enough to set them
outside.

Mrz. D. N. Ware, the enonymus is an evergreen.
It is one of those good-natured plants that is not
particular about its sitnation, it will thrive in
sunshine or ehade; but slow and sure is its mot.
to, you cannot hurry it, so don't try. The plain-
leaved and varlegated are both fine for house
culture, or they will do eqnally well in the gar-
den. I know of no shrub that will stand the un-
even temperature of living rooms betier than the
eu’nymus.

No, you should not brush that *“sand” from
the achania, it is nature's ornamentation. These
fine particles flash in the sunshine like tiny dia-
monds.

The azalea 1s a plant that should never be al-
lowed to get too dry, neither should it be water-
soaked. ln its growing season and when in bud
it should have a liberal supply of water, but
when standing still, keep the soll moist, but vever
wet, else the plant will be greatly injured. Per-
haps your room is too warm and dry. They will
do well in a temperature of sixty-flve during
the day, and forty-five degrees during the night.
I would suggest that you pot your plant in fresh
soil, and as soon as the weather is warm enough
in the spring set it out doors in a sheltered, half
shady place, and let it remain until September,
bearing in mind the cantion about watering, but
be sure there is good drainage to the pot.

And if you will put your laurestinus out doors
through the summer months, but not in full ex-

posure to the hot sun, I don’t believe yon will .

have any reason to complain of its not flowering
another winter. Try it please.

Mrs. Geo. L. Hutchinson, John Lewis Childs
says the amaryllis Treatea should be potted in
clean sand and garden loam, mixed half and half,
no manure nor fertilizers should in any case be
used, for it will ruin them. ¥Fresh soil should
always be used, for they will not thrive In a com-
post that has become sour by use, they should
have a sunny situation and be kept well watered,
but not in mud. The bulbs should be covered
entirely with sof), and five or six can be planted
in a five inch pot which shonld have good drain-
age. They usually bloom in two or three weeks
after potting, and sometimes in less time even.

Are you sure your little gloxinias are dead?
They are very tenacious of life, and will often
loose thelr leaves if disturbed in their infancy,
but if you keep the soil slightly moist after their
rest, they will start into growth again and will
bloom next summer. They usually rest until
February or March.

The hardlest ivy 18 the hedera heliz or English
ivy. It will bear quite a hard freeze without in-
jury, but will not survive our northern winters
planted out. In warmer climates, however, I
presume it 1s used for covering buildings.

The leaves of your cacti will harden up and
grow thicker as they grow older. It will not
hinder their blooming, for the flowers will put
out from the oldest leaves. The cacti usually
come to maturity when three years old. They
will sometimes blossom sooner when rooted from
a mature leaf. The variety that I have heard
called Rainbow has bright, rose-colored flowers.

You will not be likely to succeed with trailing
arbutus, unless you can give it a cool room only
just above freezing polnt, and the clumps should
be taken up with enough of its native woods
soil to grow them in. In this way they have
been made to blossom in the houre in the winter
season. MRS. G. W. FLANDERS.

If Rex will write to me I will send her the
seed of black-eyed Susan. I don’t know whether
it fs ox-eye dalsy or not. It I8 a cream-.colored
flower with maroon center and is very prolific

.| and hardy, seeding itself when once it gets

started. MRES. 8. L. THOMAS.
Lock box 728, Portsmouth, Cass Co., Neb.

ED. HOUSEHOLD :(—W1!l some one tell me what
treatment to give cyperus allernifolia, or um-
brella plant, in order to have it blossom in April?

Will Mrs. D. N. Ware please inform the many
readers of THE HOUSEROLD how she treats her
callas “to have two dozen blossoms from three
roota?" M. E.C.

Ep. HousgnoLD:—Will Mrs. D. N. Ware
please tell me how she treats her calla lilles
summers as well as winters? Does she have
more than one in a pot? Mgs. J. N, H.

Will some HOUSEHOLD slster tell why the
leaves of the heliotrope turn dark on the edge,
and finally die? Otherwise the plant looks well.

Also, what is the quickest and surest remedy
for the red spider and green lice which delight
in working ruin among our favorite fuchsias,
and how can we prevent them?

Pittaville, Wis, MRgs.J. A. B,
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The Jlavsers,

THE SUMMONS.

Door-keeper of the year—

April, the opener— hear!

We wait without, and cry to thee:
With the sunshine’s golden key
Open to us straight

The grim and guarded gate,
Whose frowning barriers rise
"Twixt us and softer skies.

We wait without and call;
Myriads we of creatures smal.,
Multitudes of living things,
Sheathed blades and folded wings,
* Baby germs in close-coiled rings.
Frozen earth-clods hold us down,
Sullen skies above us ttown
Thou alone canst liberate—
April, free us from our strait!

‘We stand without and wait,

We call and ery together—

All in the wild Mareh weather.

Shrill and Importunate

Our summouns thrills the air

And pierces everywhere;

And they who do not know—_

Who lack the finer sense

Of natore-love intense—

Crouch closer to the fire,

Stirred till it blazes higher,

And, shiv'ring, mutter low,

‘* How drearily the March winds hlow!”
—Avis Gray, in St. Nicholas.

A WONDERFUL BOY.

BY FRED MYRON COLBY.

T HAS been now almost three hundred
years since James Crichton, called the
‘‘admirable ” for his learning and genius
and marvelous accomplishments, died.
He was then a young man of only twen-
ty-three, and for seven years he had been
the wonder and delight or envy of all
Europe. There had been boys before he
lived who were considered prodigies, as
there have been gince his time, but he
surpassed them all in varied accomplish-
ments. He was probably the most won-
derful boy who ever lived.

James Crichton was a Scotchman by
birth, and was born in 1560 at the castle
of Cluny in Argyleshire. His father,
Robert Crichton, was a distinguished
lawyer, who held for many years the office
of Lord Advocate of Scotland. His moth-
er was a Stuart of the lineage of the
reigning family. So the boy had the ad-
vantage of high birth to begin with, and
we may also believe that he was a hand-
some, vigorous, engaging, and singularly
forward youth. At the age of ten he en-
tered the university of St. Andrews, then
reputed the first school of philosophy in
Scotland.

The lad was an apt student, for at the
age of twelve he took the degree of bach-
elor of arts, and at fourteen, that of mas
ter of arts. He graduated third in a
class of thirty-six, though the youngest
by far of all. Before his seventeenth
year he had mastered the whole circle of
science and of physical accomplishments.
Some modern writers in their attempts
to belittle Crichton’s acquirements sneer
at the learning of the time as trivial and
unimportant. It certainly must be ac-
knowledged that we have improved in
many respects since that day, but there
was some knowledge in the world even
then. There were many wise and learned
men living in 1580. Shakespeare was a
contemporary of Crichton’s, and I don’t
suppose that the wise men of our day
could write any thing equal to his dra-
mas—even if they tried.

Crichton had a captivating presence,
and he was probably endowed with a re
markable fluency of speech. He could
sing songs like a tronbadour. He had a
smattering of every language known,
was skilled in logic, versed in science,
and in horsemanship, fencing, rowing,
dancing and leaping, could have beaten
any of the old Greek athletes. In intel-
lectual and physical attainments he never
found an equal in his life.

When he was seventeen, he went to
Paris, which was the center as it is now,
of civilized art and learning. There he
distinguished himself in a peculiar way.
Knight errantry had then gone out of
fashion, but there were other kinds of
combats than jousts and tournaments,

| showing that the spirit of the system

still remained. There were forensic and
literary contests, and the test of merit
was skill in argument. He who could
overthrow his opponent in disputation
was crowned with the lanrel. From the
twelfth to the eighteenth century these
disputations were very fashionab'e among
the schools and schoolmen. Scholars
went from university to university chal-
lenging other students and professors to
a bout at argument, sometimes winning
the victory, at other times meeting de-
feat.

Crichton now became one of these
scholars errant. He posted in the most
frequented places of the city a challenge
inviting all the scholars of Paris to meet
him six weeks after date and contend for
the mastery in argument. “1I shall be
ready to answer,” proclaimed this pre-
cocious boy of seventeen, ‘‘to whatever
shall be propounded to me concerning
any science, liberal art, discipline, or fac-
ulty, practical or theoretic, not exclud-
ing the theological nor jurisprudential
habits, and that in any of these twelve
languages: Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic,
Greek, Latin, Spanish, French, Italian,
English, Duotch, Flemish and Scandina-
vian, in eitheg verse or prose, at the dis-
cretion of the disputant.”

His audacious and rather bombastic
challenge being announced, Crichton did
not shut himself up to prepare for the
struggle, but kept on hawking, and hunt-
ing, dancing and playing on musical in-
stroments as if he had been nothing more
than an ordinary gallant, with no knowl-
edge of Aristotle, Euclid, Homer, and
St. Augustine in his precocious head.
He knew his power and so was confident.

On the appointed day he met the grav-
est philosophers and divines of France in
the presence of over three thousand au-
ditors, acquitting himself with the most
marvelous distinction and learning. The
contest lasted over nine hours, and not
once was he puzzled or confounded. He
answered every question, refuted every
argament, parried every objection, and at
last reduced his oppopents to. silence.
The rector of the university publicly
complimented him upon his victory, and
amid the acclamations of the assembly
presented the young conqueror with a
diamond ring and a purse full of gold.
From this time he was known by the
epithet of the ** Admirable.”

The next day after his victory over the
savants in the university Crichton entered
a tilting match at the Louvre, where
he bore off the ring from all the compet-
itors. Nothing seemed too difficult for
him to underfake. Skilled in feats of
strength, as well as in the arts of dispu-
tation he hesitated not to meet any adver-
gary. He served for a while as a soldier
in the civil wars of France, and during
the time, it is said, met many noted duel-
ists and always disarmed them.

In 1580 we find Crichton in Rome where
he gave another demonstration of his tal-
ents and knowledge in a disputation be-
fore the pope and all the highest digni-
taries of the church and universities. At
Venice he was presented to the Doge and
the Senate, and delivered before them an
oration which received high applause for
its eloguence and grace. He also dis-
puted on questions of divinity, philoso-
phy, and mathematics, with so much
ability that Imperiali says, ‘“ He was es-
teemed a prodigy of nature.”

From Venice he found his way to Pad-
ua, the fame of whose university was
then spread throughout Europe. Here a

\

meeting of learned men was convened in
his honor, and he gave them a splendid
exhibition of his powers and his learning.
He began his performances with an ex-
tempore poem in praise of Padua, then
held a public disputation for six hours on
science in which he exposed many of the
errors of Aristotle, and concluded with
an oration in praise of ignorance.

The most admirable persons have their
enemies, and the success of the ¢‘ admira-
ble Scot”” gained him detractors. They
charged him with being a mere charlatan
and ¢ pooh poohed ” at all his accomplish
ments. In order to silence his enemies
forever, he challenged all the world to
meet him at Venice and put his talents to
another proof; offering to answer his
questioners in any one of a hundred kinds
of verse. The trial came off, and for
three days Crichton stood up and met
every question of his antagonists with
the greatest ease. It was a ‘“ miraculous
encounter,” and ended as might have been
expected in the utter discomfiture of his
detractors.

Mantua, the superb, where the Gonza-
gas held their luxurious and enlightened
court, next attracted Crichton’s wander-
ing steps. There he won distinction in
another field. A famous duelist, who had
toiled the ablest masters of fence in
Europe and had recently slain the best
swordsman in that city, challenged our
hero. Crichton accepted his challenge,
and need I say that he slew hisman? He
not only killed him, but in doing so he
made a most admirable display of swords-
manship. One of his biographers assures
us, that if lines were drawn from Crich-
ton’s right hand to the three wounds in the
Italian’s body, namely, in his stomach,
heart and throat, those lines * would rep-
resent a perfect isosceles triangle, with a
perpendicular from the top angle cutting
the basis in the middle.”

Duke Frederigo took a fancy to the ac-
complished youth and made him the pre-
ceptor of his son, a riotous and passion-
ate youth. For the amusement of his
patron he composed a comedy, and to dis-
play his dramatic talents acted it before
the whole court of Mantua, taking on
himself to represent fifteen different char-
acters in five hours, which he succeeded
in doing with consummate ability.

This was the last of the admirable
Scotchman’s exploits. The carnival
opened soon afterwards, at which Crich-
ton was one of the most prominent act-
ors. One evening as he was walking in
the streets with a lute in his hand he was
suddenly assailed by three armed persons
in masks. Crichton threw away his lute
and drawing his sword defended himself
so gallantly that he disarmed his princi-
pal agressor. It proved to be his own
pupil, the duke’s son. Appalled at the
discovery, Crichton fell upon his knees
and presented his sword to the prince,
who, with unparalleled baseness pierced
him through the body. The prodigy fell
dead instantly. This occurred July 3d,
1583, when Crichton had not yet com-
pleted his twenty-third year.

o

4 TALK ABOUT PAPER.

At the time when the people fastened
their clothes with pins eight or nine
inches long, few of them had such a thing
as a book in their house, unless they were
very rich or happened to be a king.
Books were scarce, and what they had
were written by scribes—persons, usually
priests, who were employed by the rich to
write their books for them. These scribes
being the only persons who knew how to
write, and having no paper, wrote either
on clay or stone tablets, talipot palm
leaves, bronze, wood or parchment.
Parchment is made from the skins of an-
imals, and is still used by us for impor-
tant writings, as wills, deeds, etc. The

first paper was probably made by #
Egyptians from a reed-like plant call
papyrus. This plant, we are told, Wi ‘
used for many purposes; its ;»:.
plames crowned the statues of thi j
gods; its pith was eaten as food; bog :
boxes and baskets were made from | s 7
stalk; its bark was made into sails, clof
mats, and sandals for the priests; it W
used as a medicine; it furnished mate
for candles and torches; its roots se
for fuel, and were also used for
household utensils. And besides all the
various uses, material for paper was ¢
tained from it by cutting very thin lay
from the stalk between the pith and
bark, which laid side by side with ow
lapping edges and pressed, adhere
forming sheets. ;
The first paper mill of which we ha
any account was built by John Spilms
jeweler to queen Elizabeth, and was c@l
brated in a poem wriiten on paper of {i
date.of 1588. In 1719, Reaumury
Frenchman, observing a wasp buildis
his pest, conceived the idea of makil
paper out of wood. Though the
seems a good-for-nothing kind of fellol
yet we must agree that he has renden
man great assistance; and this little §
per-maker shows us that nothing B
been created in vain, and that we m
gain knowledge even from insects.
But while my pen has been strictly g
fined to paper, my thoughts have Il
away from my subject. To return, i
principal materials now used for m
paper are cotton and linen rags, wa
paper, straw, wood and cane. The fi}
thing to be done is to reduce the ms
rials to pulp. When rags are to be use
they are first put into a machine &
tossed about by long teeth. This
called ¢‘ thrashing ” them. They areth
sorted according to color and textul
after this they are put through cutti
dusting and cleansing machines; thi
bleached and beaten. This pulpy su
stance is now ready for the sizing, a Kil
of weak glue which must be put in, al
the coloring matter; after which itis p
into the paper-making machine, and
pressed into sheets of paper. ;
I have only space to tell you of §
process through which they take the cas
as it seems to me the most curious. T
cane mostly used grows in the Disn
Swamp, which, you know, is in Virgini
First the cane is stripped and cleang
then put into large hollow tubes, whig
are called ‘ guns,” and after coverf
both ends of the tubes steam is intm
duced into them until there is a presst
of one hundred and eighty-four pount .
on every square inch of the cane. ‘ 11-::
pressure is maintained for about twell
mioutes; then the trigger is pulled, &
covers are suddenly unfastened, fl
steam rushes out with a tremendous &
plosion, and the cane is thrown into a®
ceptacle placed as a target, some thill
feet distant. When the cane comes ORBRE™ “
of the ¢ guns ™ it is reduced to & mass
brown, sugary-smelling substance. T i
report of these ““ guns” is equal to thi B i
of a large cannon, and can be heal
many miles. The concussion of air is}
great in the gun-room that it is imposs
ble to stand without support, while
¢ guns” are being discharged. :
The ¢ water-mark” is produced by
wire stamp pressed on the damp papé
the eflect is to make the paper thinne
when you hold paper between your €
and the light the water-mark is mof
readily perceived. Some of the old ma
ers used odd designs for their waté
marks. One was that of a fool’s capal
bells, and though the mark has long
passed away, yet we still have the nan
in our foolscap. Often these water-mat
cleared the innocent and convicted f
guilty by showing whether wills or
were forged. The design of the wal
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m showed at what period it was used,
ﬁif the date of the paper did not coin-
{de with the date of the will or deed,
m knew some one was guilty of wrong.
'-@g:-eat improvements have been made in
the last few years in the art of paper
making. In England they have water

ses made of paper, and they do not
butét as readily from water freezing in
fhem as do thelead ones. Buckets, tubs,
barrels, car-wheels and ‘boats are also
made of this same material. The Japan-
u&make hats, shoes, umbrellas, hand-
kerchiefs and napkins of paper. Their
napkins are quite pretty, but they have
tg,,he thrown away when used but once.

:i!he first paper mill in America was es-
tablished in 1690, by William Rittenhouse,
in company with William Bradford, the
printer. It was at Roxburough, near
‘Philadelphia, on Paper-mill Run, a branch
of the Wissahickon.—FEx.

| BERTIR'S BAD HABIT.

BY ANSTICE BELL.

#Bertie! B-e-r-t-i-e! Get up right
‘away! Are you awake?”

That is what Bertie Martin heard his
mother calling to him from the foot of
the stairs one cold morning lately, and he
answered as he cuddled down still further
in@’r.he warm bed—

#Yes'm, in a minute.”

m that was what Bertie always said,
100 matter what you asked him—‘“In a

80 this morning when breakfast was
rﬁy there was, as usual, no Bertie and
25 he did not come one of his sisters was
sent to call him again. And when his
mother was ready to clear the table she
must wait till the lazy boy had eaten his
breakfast.

@Bertie,” said the dear old grandma,
“iplease run up to my room and fetch me

héball of red yarn that is on the table.”

10 a minute,” answered Bertie.

‘Bat his minute was so long that grand-
g, who was waiting for the yarn, had to
foll mp the stairs herself and get it.

@Qome Bertie!” called Jennie, who
Vii;i‘-‘iylng on her hood, ¢“it’s nearly school
time.”

%Pl be ready in a minute.” And Ber-
mmenced to fly around for books
and cap.

“¥'m not going to wait for any of your
ol minutes,” replied Jemnie, marching
off $0 school, but Bertie nearly ran his
legs off to reach the door in time.

f€Bertie,” said his father, ¢ I want you
to'mail this letter for me immediately.”

“1n & minute, papa,” said Bertie, but
hi§father saw to it that he started right
ot But before he reached the post of-
fieé he stopped at Willie Dean’s house to
him to spend the next afternoon
fhim, and by the time he had looked
ie’s rabbits and climbed up to- the
lﬂ:_ﬁb&lloft, it was four o’clock and too
late for the important letter to go that

ternoon.

That was the way all Bertie’s days

‘Spent, in pufting each thing off till
ﬁﬁ:?wrung time, to the trouble and an-
noyamce of every one around him. But
ﬂﬂ'ﬁ;in'oming things were tnrned round.

“Bertie! Bertie! get up,” called his

other that morning.

“¥es'm, in a minute.”

‘Bt in exactly a minute his big brother
Tom eame into the room.

‘What! not up, you’re not keeping
tword tomamma!” And Tom tugged
bed clothes.

! Ow! let me a-l-o-n-e! oh, I say,
0ld!I” and Bertie clung with all his
it to the covers.

0-0-W !” he squealed as Tom with a
anded him, covers and all, in the
of the floor.

g

¢ Now,” said Tom, ‘ if you don’t get
dressed it will be the worge for you.”

And Bertie was too wretched and sur-
prised at such treatment to say, “in a
minute.” He only shivered.

¢ Bertie, come to breakfast,” called
Sue presently.

‘ In a minute,” answered Bertie who
was in bed again by this time. When he
came loitering down after breakfast was
over, what was his surprise to find every-
thing cleared away and Sue washing the
dishes.

“ I want my breakfast,” he said.

* Then you must come in time for it,”
replied his mother. ¢ Boys who pever
do any thing at the right time may ex-
pect people to grow tired of their ways,
and to-day I am going to let you see for
yourself just how this bad habit of yours
seems to others.”

An hour later Bertie came running in.

¢ mamma, may I go coasting on Fire-
hill with the boys?”

Mrs. Martin was running a noisy ma-
chine.

“Wait & minute,” she answered, “I
want to finish this seam.” And she rat-
tled away, while Bertie screamed In vain,
that the boys were going right away.
His mother finished her seam, smoothed
it out, looked at the stitches, at last she
said, ¢ What is it?”

Bertie told her again.

“I'm afraid it’s too cold,” answered
Mrs. Martin, ‘“But I will look at the
thermometer in a minute and if it is
above 20° you may go.”

So in abont a quarter of an hour when
Mrs. Martin had finished her sewing she
looked at the thermometer and gave Ber-
tie the promised permission, but by that
time the other boys had gome and poor
Bertie must trudge through the smow
alone. At dinner time he rushed in hun-
gry as a hawk and in a great hurry to eat
and be off.

“ Dinner will be ready in a minute,”
said Sue.

But it wasn’t ready for nearly an hour.
And so it was all day long, whatever he
asked the answer was—*‘In a minute.”
Whatever he wanted, he must wait a very
long minute, just as he had kept other
people waiting. I think Bertic learned a
lesson of prompt obedience from that un-
comfortable day, and I never heard him
say, ‘“ In a minute,” afterward.

————— Y ——

SMUT.

BY FLORENCE B. HALLOWELL.

“ Do you want to play ‘smut? ” asked
Dick, coming into the room where his
little brother Arthur was building card
houses.

Arthur jumped up at once. He was
always ready to play any thing, and
thought Dick & wonderful boy to think of
S0 mauy games.

¢Js ‘smut’ a nice game?” he asked.

¢ Splendid,” answered Dick. ‘¢Stay
here while I get something.”

Going into the next rocm he took two
dinner plates out of the china closet. He
lighted the gas, and held the bottom of
one of the plates over the flame until it
was jet black.

“ Now,” he said, as he went back to
Arthur, ¢ shut your eyes tight.”

Arthur shut his eyes, and Dick put in
one of his hands the blacked plate. But
he turned the clean side toward Arthur’s
face.

¢ Now open your eyes,” he said, ‘‘and
do just as Ido.”

Then Dick drew his finger over the back
of the clean plate he had, and ran it over
his face half a dozen times. Of course
Arthur did the same, and did not know
that wherever his finger touched his face
it left a black mark.

Dick burst out laughing at last. *Look
iun the glass,” he said. ** Oh, Arthur, you

are just like Aunt Dinah’s little picka-
niony.”

Arthur looked in the glass over the
mantel and began tocry. The tears made
little streaks down his black face, and
when his mamma came in a few moments
later, she hardly knew her little boy.

““ What is the matter?” she asked.

‘“We’ve only been playing ‘smut,’ ” said
Dick, ¢ it is a real nice game.”

“I shouldn’t call it very nice,” said
mamma, as she took Arthur on her lap,
and began to wipe away his tears with
her pocket handkerchief.

Just then Count, Dick’s big dog, ran in.
He had been down cellar, hunting a rat in
the coal bin, and he was covered with coal’
dust. But he did not care for that. He
was very fond of Dick, and as soon as he
saw him, he rushed to him, and jumping
up, put both fore paws on Dick’s shoul-
ders, and rubbed his dirty black nose all
over Dick’s face.

“ Get down, sir,” said Dick. ¢ Oh,
mamma,” 88 he saw his face in the glass,
¢t just look what that bad dog has done.”

“He was only playing ‘smut,”” said
mamma, laughing.

But Dick didn’t langh a bit. He went
out of the room and up stairs to wash his
dirty face, and as he filled the basin with
water he came to the conclusion that
¢“ gmut ” wasn’t such a nice game after all.

ARV s

THE MOTHERS' CHAlR.

MOTHERS' RESPONSIBILITIES.

What does it mean, this responsibility
that comes with the children to the
mother — the list of solemn account-
abilities that come with the sweet, sacred
mission of motherhood? We all readily
comprehend ome part of it —the little
bodies. We never forget that the little
helpless things look to us for food, for
clothing, and the hundred little cares and
anxieties that have to do with their bodily
comfort and health. We watch ever so
carefully for the least sign of physical
ailment—*¢ pine if a thorn but mar its
tender skin; but mind not so watchfully
the briers and thorns that are marring
the soul.” The food we prepare with so
much care goes to nourish and develop
the bodies. But the mind grows too and
feeds most voraciously on every thing
around. If the surroundings be pure and
good the mind fabric grows well formed
and shapely and is the foundation of a
noble, useful life. If on the other hand
the surroundings be unholy and impure
then the helpless little mind, that must
feed on something, takes in the poison
that permeates the whole life with its ru-
inous influence.

I believe in the innocence of childhood,
that is, the innocence of unaccountabili-
ty ; but we, the mothers, are accountable,
most solemnly so, for every thing they
do and are. If we allow, through ecare-
lessness or over-indulgence, weeds of sin
to take root and grow in their hearts,
when by watching and thinking and acting
we might keep them out, then are we
answerable for our neglect, to the child,
to the world, to heaven. We get to
thinking of our children as babies, sub-
ject only to baby treatment, instead of
tiny boys and girls, and of the older ones
only as mere boys and girls instead of
little men and women.

‘When baby lips utter a lie we think ““it’s
only a baby, it don’t know any better; by
and by we will teach it to tell the truth.”
We let the seed drop in the fertile soil
and repeating itself add leaf by leaf, bud
by bud, until it gets a stubbern plant be-
fore we begin to think of getting it out.
We pull tenderly after awhile at the top
and succeed perhaps in breaking off a few
leaves, but the roots are strengthening
and spreading themselves in the fertile
soil and the mothers tender heart will not
allow her easily to dig benesth it.

So seeds of selfishness, deceit, cruelty,

theft, all the long catalogiie of evils are
sown and nourished, and we are too
prone to let them take root and grow un-
molested. Yet we are respovosible for
these things; and the love we bear our
offspring should make us more jealous
and watchful. We should not be content
to fold the dear things in our arms,
happy in the possession of our darlings,
and let love cast a glamour over their
failings and wrong tendencies.

We should watch the first bud of mind
that unfolds. Strengthen the good and
pure and mould out or guard out the bad.
We should try to understand their natural
disposition as traits of charaeter one by
one develop. Think what evils they are
by nature going to be most open to, then
look out for these. Weshould watch our
own conversation and actions, the con-
versation and actions of those they hear
and see. Do all we can to keep them out
of the way of influences that are likely
to develop evil until you strengthen and
fortify the young heart against them.
Be sure the longer we keep bad things
from taking root, and the more good and
pure things we can get in the soil, the less
chance there is for weeds. If the evil
is already rooted we must not sit down
in despair and let it grow, but be the
more wide awake and in earnest. We
must consider the matter thoroughly, the
real nature of fthe faulf, its growth in the
heart, and just the best means to arrest
and eradicate it.

There is a common list of evils that
beset the human heart. In some natures
one kind is ascendant, in others another
class, but there is ““ no new thing under
the sun,” and humsan nature is one of
the oldest of old-fashioned things. But
hearts are different and have held their
individuality since Adam’s time. The
difference lies not in the elements of char-
acter but in their combination.

So no rule wili successfully meet the
same evil in different natures. The way
one mother successfully meets an evil in
her child is ot necessarily the best way
to deal with another. So every mother,
who understands best her own ohild, is
the best judge of how to deal with it.
We can learn much from the experience
of judicious and successful mothers,
but we must apply our knowledge accord-
ing to our own judgment. We can fol-
low out mentally the patural result of
this or that method of treating the evil in
our child and decide wkich is the most
likely to accomplish the object we desire.
We must notice and think and act each
for our cown. The most solemn respon-
sibility life holds, is that of motherhood;
sweetly solemn but earnestly so. When
we take into our trust a little, weak,
helpless human soul to mold and color
and stamp for its divine destiny, is it
a sad possibility for us in our careless-
ness to nourish ever tenderly the precious
casket of an orphan soul?

Let us who are mothers join heart te
heart in a prayer to the great source of
all wisdom for direction and understand-
ing in guiding and guarding our chil-
dren’s characters, in developing the good,
in checking and eradicating the evil.
And then let us devote ourselves to the
work with a steady purpose and an uc-
wavering perseverance, sure of success
so long as we keep ever before us our
most important life trust—our children.

Mgs. J. R. B.

&

—There is inflnite talk of the dissi-
pated illusions of youth, the paling of
bright young dreams. Life, it is said,
turns out to be different from what it was
pictured. The rosy-hued morning fades
away into the gray evening. I do not be-
lieve this is the general experience. It
surely should not be—it need not be. I
have found things a great deal better than
1 expected.—Ez.
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SWEET AND BITTER.

There I8 no life so dreary and so lonely
It has no happy hours;

There I8 no path so thorny and so stony
It ylelds no fragrant flowers.

There is no grief from which the weak heart shrinketh
But God glves strength to meet;

No bitter cup the soul in sorrow drinketh
But hath some drops of sweet.,

There is no stroke our loving Father dealeth
That has no tender touch;

Wo wound so deep but that his goodness healeth
Betore one pain too much,

There is no heart so cruel and sin-shaken
1t prompts no kindly word ;

No wood so dark and utterly forsaken
It hath no song of bird.

No tree so gnarled but that some vine I8 twining
Around it green and fair;

No night so black but somewhere stars are shining
Until the dawn be there,

Then think not while the years go by with fieetness,
Upon life's bitter part;
Save nothing bat the gladness and the sweetness

To treasure in the heart.
RENA Roas.

HINTS TO YOUNG TEACHERS.

Number Four.

BY CHARITY SNOW.

N ADDITION to the qualifications

already mentioned in previous letters,
we must add a real live interest in im-
parting knowledge, and a talent for doing
it. Pleasing manners, sociability, good
government, etc., all these are but your
gervants in the grand work of teaching,
and by teaching I mean here, the ability
to impart what you yourself know.
There is a great difference in teachers in
this respect. Many who are well edu-
cated, who thoroughly understand the
varions branches of study, have not a
good faculty of making it seem plain to
others, while there are those who are
comparatively superficial in knowledge,
yet in a wordy, animated way will tell all
they know, and sometimes more, and im-
press their scholars as oracles of wis-
dom.

One of this class was once called upon
to explain to a class, a Enotty question
in mathematics. He quaked inwardly,
yet took his place at the blackboard with
the air that there was no pleasure in life
equal to the working and explaining of
that particular question. He knew how
it was done, so much he was sure of, but
of the whys aund wherefores of several
points he was as totally ignorant as the
dullest scholar in the class. Buthe made
his figures promptly and rapidly, he kept
up & running explanation all the way
along, and when he had finished went
over the whole ground again, with the
greatest show of interest and animation,
turning at the last a brightly question-
ing look, and a ‘“ Now do youunderstand
it? Because if you don’t, I'll go right
over it again.” And every one of those
dozen deluded boys and girls declared
that they understood it perfectly, with
relieved and satisfled faces. ¢ Well,”
said he laughing, “ I’'m amazing glad you
do understand it for I'm sure I don’t!”
Now, if with that man’s “ gift of gab,”
as we call it here in New England, had
been combined thorough knowledge,
what a glorious teacher he would have
made. ‘

The point to be made here, is, make
yourself thorough, then use the best
words you can command to impart your
ideas. If one set of words does not con-
vey the idea, try another. Your vocabu-
lary ought to be large enough to allow
you to express the same thought in dif-
ferent language. Meantime practice will
improve your forms of expression, sharp-
en your wits, and give you new ideas.

Sometimes a teacher has a certain class

in which seems concentrated the dullness
and obstinacy of the school. They eith-
er can’t or won’t learn the lesson. In
either case it is owing to a lack of inter-
est. Try some new way. Select the
most interesting questions and write
them upon the blackboard. Tell them to
hunt up the answers before next lesson.
Allow them as a great favor to go to the
board, without special permission, and
write their angwers. Be sure not to tell
them they must.

Suppose the study is geography. You
will see a great turning of leaves, and
sonsulting of maps, and some show of
general interest. By ones and twos they
will march to the blackboard with an air
of shy importance. Of course they will
blunder, and whisper, and misspell their
words, and shuffle their feet and drop
their crayon; but never mind. It is a
change from utter stupidity and igno-
rance and in this or other ways you can
start an interest. If this way don’t work,
try some other, keep trying. You will
find ample scope here for drawing upon
your own versatility of talent.

Be sure to find out whether a child
knows how to get a lesson before reprov-
ing or punishing him. The little A, B, C
boy represents a large class of even older
scholars. He mastered guite anumber of
the letters, and could tell them off quite
glibly, but when the teacher pointed to
W. he cocked his head first on one side
and then on the other, looked at it out of
either eye, with the air of one who would
not only be willing but glad to under-
stand the mysteries of science but he was
finally obliged to confess with a refresh-
ing air of innocence, ‘“ Well, T declare,
teacher, I don’t know what them is!”
Now, be sure all your scholars know
what ¢ them is,” if not, proceed to put
them in the way of finding out. One of
the best mathematicians I ever have
known has told me that she ‘‘went
through * the four simple rules of arith-
metic in one term and never performed a
question. She would arrange her figures
as she saw others do, and then with care
set down the answer given in the book,
with never a thought but that she was
doing right. I think the teacher must
have been very unfitted for her place to
never have known or cared how the little
girl got her answers.

You can often make a study more in-
teresting by simplifying it, leaving out
the dull, uninteresting details, bringing
out the main points with simple but per-
tinent questions. Write these upon the
board or upon slips of paper. It is a
wonderfully good way to brighten up a
class. It makes more work for you, but
you are rewarded by the result. I re-
member once of taking a whole school
through a eourse in physiology. It was
not one of the regular school studies. I
had a simple but comprehensive little
text book, without questions. Every
day I would read aloud a certain portion,
then ask questions and those who could
wou'd answer from memory. Then every
one transferred these questions and an-
swers to paper, learning them before the
next lesson, when they were recited, and
a new portion taken up in the same way.
Once a week there would be a general re-
view. It issimply astonishing how much
more interested a class will be in a study
taken up in this way than in the regular
way. We finished the book in one term,
and on examination day I was very proud
of my class, and the members were very
proud of themselves. If your school js
not graded—mine was in this case—youn
could not take in your whole school, on-
ly the oldest members, and some more
simple exercise must be devised for the
little ones.

A nice way to vary a reading exercise
is to allow the members of the class to
correct mistakes, the reader to stop when

corrected. This insures attention on the
part of reader and listeners. I would not
recommend this as the usual method, on-
ly as a variation. ¢ Variety is the spice
of life,” and nowhere is this truer than
in the school room.

In these days, when so many new ways
of conducting a spelling exercise are in-
troduced, I suppose I shall be pronounced
decidedly old fogyish if I should advo-
cate the good, old-fashioned way of
standing in a line in the floor, and taking
places. I can hardly conceive of any lit-
erary triumph in mature years, which
would begin to equal the feelings of min-
gled pride, pleasure and triumph which I
used to feel, when I could spell correetly
a word missed above me, and the teacher
would say, * Right. Take your place!”
I remember the rogunish toes big boys
would slyly put out to impede my prog-
regs, and the any thing but sweet
glances which would follow me in my all
conquering march. But what cared I!
It was honor justly my due. Then the
delight of leaving off at the head at night,
having it recorded in the teacher’s blank
book, beginning at the foot of the class
dgain, to work my way up, sometimes
slowly, but always surely, to the head,
which was to me, the height of fame.
Sometimes there was a prize to the most
successful competitor, but the system was
an incentive, prize or no prize.

If I could go to school now, grown
woman that I am, I should want to stand
in a line and take places. I always prac-
ticed this in my teaching with goed effect,
especially with young classes. The older
ones enjoy writing or choosing sides.
That was another red letter day in my
youth, when an hour or two could be giv-
en for the whole school to choose sides
and have a spelling match. May it be
long before this time honored custom
goes out of date.

And while I am speaking of old-fash-
ioned methods of teaching, let me put in
a plea for parsing, which is so rapidly
going out of date, at least, in the region
where I live. Analyzing is the present
rage, which is good as far as it goes.
Scholars will rapidly and learnedly tell
you of compound, complex and simple
sentences, subjects and predicates, mod-
ifled adjectively, adverbially, adjunctly
and participially. But ask them to go
through a sentence and tell every part of
speech, giving all its properties, and oft-
en these glib-tongued pupils can’t tell a
passive from an active verb, or a regular
from an irregular, etc.

I might go on and give my ideas upon
other branches of study taught in our
common schools, but it is not specific di-
rections you wanf, so much as general
hints. Methods must vary according to
age and ability, and other circumstances,
which come into life in the school room.
The main point is, these young people
must be interested. It is your place to
do it. It need not necessarily be in my
way or any stereotyped way. If it is a
way original with yourself, so much the
better—only that it is done.

Let every young teacher make it a study
to do his or her level best to secure aund
hold the interest of the school.

Next month I shall take up the subject
of general exercises, which will probably
close the series.

HOW TO READ.

The act of learning to read is the key
which unlocks to us the vast flelds of
knowledge, and the thoughts of men of
all ages. If remains with ourselves to
make it beneficial or ipjurious to us.
Bad habits are as easily formed in read-
ing as In any thing else, therefore it is of
the greatest importance to early cultivate

a taste for reading good and improving |a
books. Reading is to the mind what food }

is to the body, and may be made to de-
velop and strengthen the mind, or the
reverse, according as we give it hea.ii:hﬁ
or poisonous food.

No prescribed course of reading canbe
laid out, which will suit every person.
The Esquimaux and the Hottentot wonld
not thrive at all upon the same dief,
neither would a lawyer and an architeet
enjoy the same books. There are some
authors with whom every one should be
familiar, still, aftér that every one should
read what pertains to his profession, Qm
what is best suited to his individual
needs. Every one should have some cén-
tral aim in all that he reads, just asa
great painter makes every stroke for
some purpose. Edmund Burke said W
he read every book as if he were never
going to see it again.

A hundred hears ago when books were
not so cheap and plentiful as they ame
now, the library of a good many fami
lies consisted of ten or a dozen sueh
books as Shakespeare, Young's Night
Thoughts, Milton's Paradise Lost, Popels®
Essay on Man, and Fox’s Book of Mar
tyrs. And these were read and re-read |
until pages of them could be repeatéd.
Then when a new book was added, it wag
read as carefully as the others had been

Daniel Webster early formed the habif
of attention, and it proved of greatger
vice to him in later years. He said that
when he was in college he was often four
hours in prepearing a lesson when if M
some others one or two, but at the end
of the year his knowledge was as fresh
as when he first acquired it, while thelf
had almost entirely left them, and hadﬁ
be hastily crammed in again.

One of the great dangers to be avol
is inattention or passive reading.
eye passes over the words while
thoughts are often many miles dist
It is generally caused by lack of in
in the book, and the habit when once
quired is not easily broken off. Va
remedies have been prescribed by diffex
people for its cure. One person sayss

¢ Read each sentence through witht
breath.” Another suggests making
analysis. Still another, something €
but the principal thing is to create
terest in the subject, as what aws
the interest commands the attention.

We should read often, and learn t08
interested. It is better to read one b
or one poem thoroughly, though it ta
a year to do it, than to read any 1w
of books inattentively. More can be
complished in one hour by thoughti
attentive reading, than in a day, v
glancing through a great number of ¥
umes without having a clear idea ol
one. ‘

Of course there are exceptions in
case of novels and some other Do
which only require a cursory reading,
in general, * What is worth readin
all is worth reading well.”

Rufus Choate was a great reader
made a specialty of reading the di¢
ary. He kept Webster’s Unabridg
ways in a particular place and whe
had a few moments to spare invarl
occupied them in reading this entel
ing volume. The result was that B
quired such a command over the Eb
language that he became one of the
orators of the day.

¢t is not so much what we reads
what we remember that makes us ﬂ%
and to remember we must read with
M. C. HOWARD:

;g

tention.

HEBREW LANGUAGE.

When you say that no word canibe
formed without a vowel what would¥
think of a language that has no VOWEES
This is true of Hebrew in so far 83585

alphabet is concerned. The letters o
the alphabet are all consonants, and W
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~ gls are expressed, as you can see on the
~ gigns of the Jewish butchers if you have
" no Hebrew hooks, by means of small
‘points placed above and below the letters.
Libraries have been written, and schol-
_ars for generations have been vexed over
these vowel points. Indeed, outside of
" the matters pertaining to civil rights,
‘foreign conquests and internecine strug-
" gles, few purely literary subjects have
~ engaged so much time and heat and ver-
‘bal warfare as the discussion of the
‘antiquity and introduction of Hebrew
" Points. Some have maintained that the
points are as old as the letters them-
"gelves, and that both letters and points
" were taught to Moses by God. But it
3 : geems now to eminent scholars almost
ki beyond cavil or doubt that the Hebrew
letters were first written without points.
They are not found, for example, in an-
eient Jewish coins and inscriptions. It
{8 supposed that many errors of transla-
tion in the old testament are due to ver-
gions made from Hebrew manuscripts
Ui, Pope without points.
o of N For a long time, perhaps a thousand
* years, the Hebrew language was sup-
posed to be the primitive language of
man. This was the assumption made by
the fathers of the church. Vast amounts
of time, learning, and labor, were ex-
"pended as late even as the seventeenth
i and eighteenth centuries to show that
s this was the tongue spoken in the Garden
it of Eden, for philology, or the science of
language, is this year only one hundred
years old. ARTHUR DENSMORE.

ABOUT READING CLUBS.

I We have such a club in our district,
' *and it’'has proved very successful. The
B " idea was to have something going on in
“our neighborhood once a week, to keep
" the older boys and girls within the influ-
~ence of the home circle. Most young
. people who live in the country think they
- must go to the village whenever they
P want any kind of amusement, and very
" often they acquire the habit of going
% nearly every night in the week. The
% question is, how can our country neigh-
"‘,* " borhoods be made attractive enough to
‘& induce them to stay away from the vil-
*} lages a part of the time during these long
| evenings. We have taken up the study
% of poetry and peets principally. Our or-
| ganization is very simple—a president
§ and committee of three to look after the
‘general interests of the club. Every
8 week three readers are appointed, each to
" read half an hour. Three wide-awake
boys or girls are also appointed to get
up some kind of amusement, such as
‘games, pantomimes, charades, tableaux,
gtc. We also have singing from familiar
4 Bong books. The hour of meeting is
,é_&ven o’clock, and we adjourn promptly
8t ten. After a little while spent in ex-
. changing greetings with friends and talk-
ing over matters of general interest, the
eeting is called to order and opened by

Hiap
.

or pure and good literature. History
could be taken up thus or general read-
ing.— Country Gentleman.

“THR IDEA.”

What idea? Ah, yes, who can tell?
e mystery has not yet been solved, al-
though ‘rom the familiarity with which
Mt is ba died about from tongue to ear,
] e might suppose that its signification
d b Was clear and generally understood.

: " & The weather wise predict a cool sum-

“The idea!” responds the one ad-
dressed. But the ‘“‘idea” escapes on the
““wings of the wind,” and who shall
catch it?

An idea is defined as an object of
thought, and there is certainly requisite
considerable cogitation before important
conclusions can be arrived at in any mat-
ter. But where or what is ¢ the idea”
which is so common an object of thought?
Why ask what no one can answer? The
idea!

¢ Cecilia Brackenshaw had two feath-
ers ou her new hat, yesterday, one pink
and the other green, did you notice?”

“Yes! The idea! What dreadful
taste!”

Now, ignoring the taste, it would be
satisfactory(?) to know where ¢ the
idea” was, whether in either or both of
the feathers, or whether it were lodged
underneath both hat and feathers, in the
fanciful brain of Miss Cecilia.

¢ Of course,” one may tell you, ‘“she
desires to be more showy than others,
that’s the idea!”

And still you are not quite clear as to
wherein lies ¢ the idea,” in the desire of
being showy, or in the sensation which
the feathers may produce. Yet what
matters it, if the understanding is a tri-
fle befogged? < The idea” is a popular
and time-honored one, and perhaps serves
its purpose well enough. It would be
impossible to wholly banish any thing fa-
vored with such signal popularity. Were
any to attempt it, there would cry out
innumerable tongues, ¢ The idea! The
idea! The idea!”

Shall an exp'etive so convenient and
well befriended be ignored or langhed to
gcoru? The idea! - HazerL WYLDE.

-
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Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—Will one of your readers
please send me the words to the song in which
this line occurs:

“ You ask what makes this darky weep?”
I will repay the favor if 1 can.
RETTA MERRITT.
Olive Center, Ottawa Co., Mich.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :(—Can any of your readers
send me the poem commenecing,
“ We wander down in the valleys,
Where the dews lie damp and cold,
Where the mists and chilling vapors,
Our shivering forms enfold."”
It was printed in THE HOUSEHOLD about six
years ago. I will return the favor if I can.
LuLa C. BOYCE.
Box 92, West Gardener, Mass.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :(—Can any one send me a copy
of a poem in which this line occurs:
“ Dollars and dimes, an empty pocket is the worst of
crimes,”
or tell me who wrote it or where I can get it?
MRS. M. M. EASTHAM.
Waverly, Morgan Co., I/l.

Ep. lHHoUuSEHOLD :(—Will any of the sisters send
me the words of the song called * Gathering up
the Shells from the 8hore,” also, the words of the
gong, “ I Have no Mother now?” I will return
the favor in any way I can.

MRBS. LAURA A. CARTWRIGHT.

Richmond Hill, N. C.

If any of the Band can send me the words of
' Bessie, the Drunkard’s Lone Child,” or any
other temperance pleces, I will be glad to return
the favor. MRS, R. B. GEORGE.
Lee's Summit, Missouri.

THE REVIEWER.

Due Wesrt, is the modest title of a
most interesting account of a journey
around the world in ten months by Ma-
turin M. Ballou. Leaving Boston, Mr.
Ballon crossed our continent, sailing
from San Francisco for Japan, thence
traveling through China, Irdia, Egypt,
Spain, France, and home again, giving
the reader a somewhat condensed though
clear and pleasing sketch of the strange
countries through which he passed, and
the stranger people whn inhabit them.
Some of the descriptions are remarkably
fine, bringing before the reader like a se-

fmer,” remarks one person to another.

ries of pictures, the wonderful beauty of

these far away scenes, some of them de-
cidedly the reverse, making the reader
perfectly willing to derive information
through the medium of a book, espeeially
one a8 interesting as this. $1.50. Bos-
ton: Houghton, Miflin & Co.

Lire AT PuGeT SoUuxD by Caroline C.
Leighton is a pleasantly written sketch
of life in this comparatively unknown
part of our country. Living among the
people of the northwest for sixteen years,
Mrs. Leighton had sufficient material
with which to construct a volume giving
a faithful representation of the customs
of the people, mostly Indians, of whom
we have hitherto read little. The de-
scription of the country with its mild
climate and snow-capped mountains, and
the grandeur of the scenery, lends great
interest to the little book which ig al-
together, one of the best sketches of trav-
el we have lately read. $1.50. Boston:
Lee & Shepard. Brattleboro: Cheney &
Clapp. -

A BACHELOR'S TALKS ABOUT MARRIED
LirE, by Rev. Wm. Aikman, is a pleasant
example of administering advice in an
acceptable manner. The chapters touch-
ing upon the ¢ small sweet courtesies”
of home life are particularly sensible and
worthy of application in all households.
The real home —perhaps a little idealized,
but it should not be impossible—is pic-
tured in a most attractive light, and the
book should be read, and profitably not
only by young people but by fathers and
mothers. $1.50. New York: Fowler &
Wells.

For Morners AND DAUGHTERS, is the
title of a new book by Mrs. E. G. Cook,
M. D., which discusses the iImportance of
physical culture, proper care and educa-
tion of growing girls and many other
subjects, in a clear, practical and simple
manner new to writers of such works.
It contains much sensible advice and is
well adapted to be a helpful assistant to
mothers in the care of their young daugh-
ters. $1.50. New York: Fowler & Wells.

We have received a copy of Mr. Froude’s
excellent work, LUTHER : A SHORT Brog-
RAPHY, Which will be read with interest
by many, at this time when the life of the
great German reformer is attracting the
attention of all Christian people. Price
30 cents. New York: Charles Seribner’s
Sons.

TwELVE MONTHS IN AN ENGLISH PRIs-
oN, by Susan W. Fletcher. Price $1.50.
B ston: Lee & Shepard. Brattleboro:
Cheney & Clapp. .

We have received a copy of WENDELL
PHILLIPS : A COMMEMORATIVE DISCOURSE,
by Henry Ward Beecher. Price 10 ceuts.
New York: Fords, Howard & Hulbert.

We have received a copy of Dr. Wil-
liam Alcott’s Treatise on TeA axp Cor-
¥EE: Their Physical, Intellectual and
Moral effects on the Human System.
Price 25 cents. New York: Fowler &
Wells.

HARPER'S MAGAZINE for March has many
notable features, one of the best of which is Mr.
Rideing’s fine sketch of * The Yorkshire Coast,”
rendered still more pleasing by its beautiful il-
lustrations. The profusely illustrated paper on
“ St Louis,” and Mr. Higginson’s sketch of “The
Early American Presidents,” are excellent and
interesting, while Mr. Black’s serial loses none
of the interest excited by the first installments.
* Nature's Serial Story ” promises to be one of
the best of Mr. Roe’s always readable books. A
most interesting article entitled “ The Poetry of
the Deaf,” is contributed by Dr. Gallaudet, and
a sketch, with portrait, of Will Carlton, will
please that writer's many admirers. Two excel-
lent short stories, by Wm. M, Baker and Charles
Reade, are given and the poetry of the number
is by Walt Whitman, James Lane Allen, Frances
L. Mace, and Chas. F. Richardson. The Easy
Chair has a flavor of the old time charm and the
remainder of the contents make up a brilliant
number. $4.00 a year. New York: Harper &
Brothers.

THE MAGAZINE OF ART for March {8 an unu-
sually fine number as regards both reading and

illustration. Especlally atiractive are the arti-

cles on “ Algiers ” and “ Venetian Glass,” the lat-
ter exquisitely illustrated.. ‘The Institute,” a
gketch of the flrst art exhibition in the New In-
stitute (English,) is full of interest to all artists;
the engravings from four of the more prominent
pictures are fine. * The Inns of Court” is a most
Interesting eketch of old London, by W. J. Lof-
tfe, beautifully illustrated. Three fine full page
engravings add much to the beauty of the num-
ber. The Chronicle of Art and American Art
Notes are full of interesting matter to all artists
and art lovers. $3.50a year. New York: Cas-
sell & Co.

The March WIDE AWAKE offers the usual at-
tractions to its hosts of little readers. *The
Stampede in the Second Dormitory” points a
moral which by no xeans interferes with the fun,
and all the ehildren will be glad to read of the
school for Indian pupils which forms the follow-
ing sketch. Miss Phelps’ *“ Brave Girl ” will lose
none of her admirers, and the girls who growl
over their studies, will think themselves fortu-
nate in not being echool girls like Queen Eliza-
beth. Many other pleasing stories and several
pretty poems are given, while the Supplement
containg much interesting and instructive mat-
ter. #3.00 a year. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co.

OUTING AND THE WHEELMAN for March, has
a touch of the charm of spring about it, despite
its wintry frontispiece; premature, perhaps, but
none the less pleasant. The opening paper * Be-
gide the Tennis Court,” by Arlo Bates, is a
bright little story, although without the deeper
interest of ‘“ Le Masq’ Allonge Benedicite” of
which only the first part is given. ‘“Pixie and
I in England,” by Geo. F. Fiske will interesteven
those who are not wheelmen, as will also A. H.
Chadbourne’s clever sketch “TLeaves from a
Wheelman’s Journal,” the story of a naturalist’s
boliday, with many illustrations. Other papers,
of considerable interest follow, the serial * Sum-
mer Sweethearts” is continued, and eeveral
pretty poems are glven, while the editorial de-
partments are by no means the least readable
pages of the magazine. $300 a year. Boston:
The Wheelman Co.

NOTES AND QUERIES, with answers, Is well
adapted to be helpful to others than the teachers
and pupils for whom the little journal is espe-
clally prepared. To those who have not an en-
cyclopedia at hand, this publication is of great
value, giving a great deal of useful and instruc-
tive matter, of interest to all readers. $1.00 for
ten numbers. Manchester, N. H.: 8. C. & L. M.
Gould.

We have received a copy of THE AMERICAN
KINDERGARTEN MAGAZINE for January, con-
taining much information for all those interested
in this pleasing method of instructing children.
$1.00 a year. New York: Emily M. Coe, 70 Bible
House.

We have received a copy of HORSES: THEIR
FEED AND THEIR FEET. A manual of horse
hygiene, by Dr, C. E. Page, discussing fully the
best means for ‘ putting horses In condition, and
keeping them 80,” aceording to the author’s some-
what radical, though often sensible ideas. Price,
50 cents. New York: Fowler & Wells.

C. E. Alien’s CATALOGUE OF SEEDS, PLANTS,
AND SMALL FruITS, for 1884, 1s at hand, enlarged
from the first issue of sixteen pages, in 1870, to
a handsome pamphlet of ninety-six pages, filled
with a most complete and attractive list of seeds
and plants for farm and garden. Brattleboro,
V&.: C. E. Allen.

MAGAZINER RECEIVED.

THE ATLANTIC for March. $4.00a year. Bos-
ton: Houghton, Mifflin & Co.

THE CENTURY for March. $4.00a year. New
York: The Century Co.

THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW for March.
$5 00 a year. New York: The North American
Review.

THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN AND ORIENTAL
JOURNAL. $3.00 a year. Chicago: F. H. Revell,
Madison St.

THE CONTINENT. $400 a year. Published
weekly. New York: The Continent Puab. Co.

THE BAY S8TATE MONTELY for February.
$£3.00a year. Boston: John N. McClintock & Co.

LipPINCOTT'S MAGAZINE for March. €300 a
year. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott & Co.

8T. NICHOLAS for March. $3.00 a year. New
York: The Century Co.

THE INDUSTRIAL NEWS. #$1.50 a year. The
Instructors’ Institute, Cooper Union.

THE LITERARY NEWS for February. $1.00a
year. F.Leypoldt, 31 Park Row.

THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL for March.
$2 50 a year. New York: Fowler & Wells.

THE ART FoLio for February. $3.00 a yean.
Providence, R. [.: J. A. & R. A. Reld.

THE ART UNTON for February. $3.00 a year,
25 cents a number. New York: The American
Art Unlon.

CATALOGUE OF PLANTS AND SMALL FRUITS
for 1884. 8. Glastonbury, Conn.: Hale Broth.
ers.

CATALOGUE OF HARDY GRAPE VINES AND
SMALL FRUITS for 1884. Delaware, O.: Geo. W.

Campbell.
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Words by H. H. CLARK.

THE FARMER'S SONG.

Written and arranged by

D. A. FRENCH.
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1. The farm - er’'s life I love 80 well, : nev - er can
2. The farm - er's wife, i | do de - clare, With ey - ry tron - ble must con - tend;
B 0A jol - ly life is this we lead, We men who laugh and sing and SAW ;
4. Yon must live by bread a - lone, For but - good, as vou will learn;
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Though  ev - ry part its pleas - ure brings, Yet best E love my hon - ny hoe.
Her hus - band’s viet - nals to pre - pare, And all his tat - ter'd cloth - ing mend
Ah! how : § love this jol R work, It's first to push, and then to draw.
So if you'd know how that is made, You  please to look and see me churn.
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5. T.Ig:)' sum - mer time in (R R grove, The hap py birds sing all the day,
6. Some - times I scrub, some times I BCOUT, Some - times the greas sl ¢ dough - nuts fry,
[ 1 love all toil, what - e'er it be, There’s pleas -  ant work in house and barn;
8. A jol - ly life is this we lead, We  men who saw and  hoe and rake;
= et e £ O
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o/ Why then may 1 not sing as well, As joy - ful ROW I rake the hay.
Some- times I bake the In - dian meal, But now I'il make a pump - kin pie.
With pret - ty girl to wind it off, Oh! how I love to hold the yarn
Much Dbet ter this, we WO - men lead, ‘Who churn and sew and scrub and bake

CHORUS to be sung afler the last verse.
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"l’is sweet, 'tis sweet,whate’er our lot, To find a joy in ev -
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ry care; For heav'n
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DIkgcTIONS RESPECTING FARMER'S SoNa.—In singing this song, during the Prelude the first actor comes o
conclusion of the verse, he commences hoeing—keeping the motions with the musical accent of the Prelude, (which s
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n the stage, carrying a hoe upon his sheulder. At the
hould be repeated after each verse.) During the playing

of the Prelude the second time, the second singer comes in, bringing some clothing to mend ; and at the conclusion of the Prelude, sings the second verse, and at the conclasion
of it commences sewing, keeping time with the Prelude.

same directions are to be observed during the singing of seven verses. ]
the Prelude, (during which they all continue their work,) they sing the chorus, (keeping time with their work.)

In singing each verse, the melody should be used. The third actor comes upon the stage with a saw-horse,
The sixth, with a moulding-board and rolling-pin, and a piece of dough.

dash-churn.

The fifth with a rake.

During the singing of each verse, those who are working make the motions of their work, without aoise. !
The first half of the 8th verse is sung by the gentlemen, and the last half, by the ladies; then, after

the gentleman holding & skein of yarn upon his wrists, and the lady having a ball of yarn to wind.

saw and a stick of wood. )
In the 7th verse, a lady and gentleman come in together.—

The

The fourth actor comeson wiia a

a year.

OUR LITTLE ONES AND THE NURSERY. $1.08 | PURDY'S DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE for 1884,
Boston: The Russell Publishing Co.
FASSETT'S ILLUSTRATED PLANT CATALOGUE
for 1884. Ashtabule, O.: F. E. Faseett & Bro.
GREGORY’S ILLUSTRATD CATALOGUE of vege-
table and flower seeds 1884. Marblehead, Mass:
James J. H. Gregory,

Palmyra, N. Y.: A. M. Purdy.

ILLUSTRATED GARDEN ANNUAL for 1884. §,
Sudbury, Mass, : H. N. Smith.
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE of
plants gnd flowers. Calla O.: L. Templin &

Sons.

TEMPLIN'S

SIBLEY'S SEED

table and flower
Brothers,

DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR for 1884,
delphia: Henry A. Dreer, 714 Chestnut St.

ter, N. Y., and Chicago: ITiram Sibley & Co.
COLE’S SEED CATALOGUE, and guide to vege-

Phila-

CATALOGUE for 1884. Roches-

garden, Pella, Iowa: Cole & | PLANTS,

orchids,

CoX's SEED ANNUAL for 1884. San Francisco,
Cal.: Thos. A. Cox & Co., 409, Sansome St.

RENNIE’S SEED CATALOGUE for 1884. Toronto,
Ont.: Wm. Rennie.

CATALOGUE OF NORTH AMERICAN PERENNIAL
climbers,

rare ferns, etc,

Southwick, Mass.: Edward Gillett,
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The Dispensary,

HEALTH ALPHABET.

The Ladies’ SBanitary Association of London,
ves the following simple rules for keeping
ealth :

A—s soon as you are up, shake blanket and sheet;
B—etter be withont shoes than sit with wet feet;
O—nhildren, if healthy, are active, net still;

D—amp beds and damp olothes will both make you I11;
E~—at slowly and always chew your food well;
F—reshen the air in the house where you dwell ;
G—arments must never be made too tight;

H—omes shonld be healthy, airy and light;

I—f you wish to be well, as you do I've no doubt,
J—ust open the windows before you go out;

K—eep the rooms always tidy and olean;

L—et dust on the furniture never be seen;

M—uch {llness 1s eaused by the want of pare air,
N—ow, to epen the windows be ever your care;

0—1d rags and old rubbish should never be kept;
P—eople should see that their floors are well swept;
Q—ulek movements in children are healthy and right;
R—emember the young cannot thrive without light;
B—ece that the clstern is clean to the brimj

T—ake care that your dress is all tidy and trim;
U~—se your nose to find if there be a bad drain;
V—ery sad are the fevers that come in its train;
W—alk as much as yon can withont feeling fatigue;
X—erxes could walk full many a league.

Y—our health is yoar wealth, which your wisdom must

keep;
Z—eal will help a good cause, and the good you will
reap.

PAROTITIS OR MUMPS.

HE disease technically termed paroti-

tis and familiarly known as mumps, is
a swelling of the parotid glands. Itis a
contaglous disease, more common among
children than among grown people, and
yet grown people who have never had it
are liable to take it. The swelling is
usually on both sides, but sometimes con-
fined to one side.

As is well known by every student of
physiology the first stage of digestion,
viz., mastication, takes place in the
mouth, where the food is ground by the
teeth and moistened with saliva, from the
salivary glands.

These glands, which discharge the sa-
liva, are six in number, viz., the sublin-
gual, sitnated at the base of the tongue
in the front of the mouth; the submax-
illary, under the cheeks; and the parotid,
which are at the back part of the mouth
and jaw, nearest to the ears. These last
are the glands that are inflamed in this

* disease.

Dr. J. W. Draper, professor in the Uni-
versity of New York, says, ‘‘ The parotid
saliva is thin and watery, limpid and col-
orless, inodorous and tasteless.” It is
not, however, as might at first appear
from this description, pure water, for he
goes on to say that it contains various
alkaline substances, which aid in diges-
tion, such as sulpho-cyanide of potas-
sium, albuminate of soda, and a great
deal of lime.

The saliva discharged by the parotid
glands is much more abundant than that
from the other salivary glands, so that
when these glands are out of order there
is a dryness in the mouth, and both be-
cause of this and on account of the swell-
ing and soreness, the patient can only
take food in a liquid form. Indeed, the
patient often finds it difficult to open the
mouth or to swallow. There is usually a
good deal of headache and more or less
fever, and yet not enough to prevent the
sufferer from wishing to be up and
dressed.

The important point in this disease is
to keep the patient from taking cold, and
to keep him as cheerful and comfortable
as possible in doors. When the peculiar
swelling first makes its appearance, wrap
the face in flannel, or in warmed cotton
batting, carefully avoid all chills and ex-
posure and let the diet be hot gruel,
warm teas, that made from sage and cat-
mint being preferable to that made from
the Chinese herb. Every thing should be
done to induce and promote perspiration.
If, as is frequently the case, the bowels

L]

are constipated, this difficulty must be
overcome by suitable means.

In short, all the eliminatory organs
must be set to work, that the system may
be freed from all impurities, and if this
can be accomplished without the aid of
medicine, so much the better. This will
tend to relieve the fever and headache.
And the next thing to be done is to re-
move as far as possible all sources of
anxiety and keep the sufferer in as cheer-
ful a state of mind as is practicable.

It is a fact that anxiety or grief arrests
the flow of saliva, and as we are only
hungry when the saliva and gastric
juices are flowing, this is the reason why
people who suffer mentally lose their ap-
petite. The digestion is dependent to a
great degree upon the state of the mind.
Anxiety of mind, therefore, by checking
the flow of saliva, may be one of the
primary or indirect causes of this disease,
and the secondary cause is usually taking
cold by such exposure as throws a cur-
rent of cold or damp air upon the jaw.
This is on the supposition that the pa-
tient has not been exposed to take the
disease from another person. For exam-
ple, a school-boy is over anxious about
his examinations or his lessons (with the
present mischievous, forcing hot-bed sys-
tem practiced ifi many of our city schools,
it is a wonder so many children live at
all) then he is exposed to cold air, being
obliged to stand in a current for some
minutes causing the perspiration to be
suddenly checked. Next morning his
face is swollen at the angle of the jaw,
and he has much pain and some fever,
yet still feels well enough to go out as
usual and probably wants to go to school.

Well will it be if his mother forbids
this, and keeps him at home warm and
happy for a few days following the advice
just given. In this case the disease will
probably pass off in about a week or less,
without much medicine, if any. But if
he goes out as usual, and takes more cold,
the chances are that the attack will be
very severe.

This remark or prudent caution will al-
g0 apply to most childish diseases of which
I have formerly treated in Tar House-
HOLD, such as scarlet fever, measles,
whooping cough, croup, etc. Not that
all these will pass off as harmlessly or as
quickly as mumps; but their severity will
in all cases be very much mitigated by
prudent care at the outset, during the
disease and for some time afterwards.
In fighting all diseases we must always
remember the old motto of the ancients,
¢« discretion is the better part of valor.”

In parotitis or mumps, exposure to
cold may cause the brain to be so affected
as to cause delirium, indeed, in even mild
cases the head is very hot and the patient
is apt to talk in his sleep in a wandering
way. But imprudent exposure to cold
often causes the disease to go to some
other part of the body, and a skillful phy-
sician must be called in to save life.
How many doctors’ bills might be saved
by care and prudence. The ‘ ounce of
preventive is worth a pound of cure,”
always.

The approved homeopathic treatment
for mumps given by Dr. Froeligh is as
follows: *¢ Aconite at first every three
hours, till the fever subsides, then mer-
curius every three or four hours. If the
patient complains of wandering pain,
with occasional chills, use pulsatilla in
alternation with the mercurius. Should
the swelling suddenly disappear and the
patient become stupid, or comatose, use
opium every two hours, and apply some
hot application to the cheek and jaw.
But should it affect the brain and the pa-
tlent become delirious, use belladonna
and hyosciamus in alternation every hour
until he is relieved.”

Dr. Warren recommends rye hasty
pudding as an article of diet in mumps.

Oatmeal gruel or Indian meal gruel eaten
with milk and sugar, may be more palata-
ble and perhaps as beneficial. As the
swelling begins to subside the diet may be
pleasantly varied by giving oyster broth,
soft milk toast, sweet baked apples, etc.,
in short, any soft food easy of digestion
that is not acid. In this disease the pa-
tient cannot take acids; probably on ac-
count of the want of alkaline saliva from
the parotid glands to neutralizeit. Aver-
sion to acids is one of the symptoms by
which one may know that it is not a
swelled face arising from some other
canse. This disease like many others
requires for its cure, not so much med-
icine, as warmth, attention to diet, in
short, careful nursing and prudence.
ANNA HOLYOKE HOWARD.
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FINGER NAILS.

Our finger nails grow out about three
times a year; they should be trimmed
with scissors once a week, not so close
a8 to leave no room for the dirt to gather,
for then they do not protect the ends of
the fingers, as was designed by nature;
besides, if trimmed too close at the cor-
ners, there is danger of their growing
into the flesh, cansing inconvenience, and
sometimes great pain. The collection
under the ends of the nails should not be
removed by any thing harder than a
brush or a soft piece of wood, nor should
the nails be scraped with a penknife or
other metallic substance, as it destroys
the delicacy of their strmcture, and will
at length give them an unnatural thick-
ness. We are not favorably impressed
as to the cleanliness of a person who
keeps his nails trimmed to the quick, as
it is often domne to prevent dirt gathering
there ; whereas, if a margin were allowed,
it would be an index to the cleanliness of
the hands from which the collections un-
der the finger nails are made. Leave a
margin then, and the moment you ob-
serve that these collections need removal,
you may know that the hands need wash-
ing, when they and the nails are both
cleaned together.

Most persons are familiar with those
troublesome bits of skin which loosen at
the root of the finger nails; it is caused
by the adhering to the nail, which, grow-
ing outward, drags the skin along with
it, stretching it until one end gives way.
To prevent this, the skin should be loos-
ened from the nail once a week, not with
a knife or scissors, but with something
blunt, such as the end of an ivory paper
cutter; this is best done after soaking
the fingers in warm water, then pushing
the skin back gently and slowly; the
white specks on the nails are made by
scraping the nail with a knife at a point
where it emerges from the skin.

Biting off the finger nails is an unclean-
ly practice, for thus the unsightly collec-
tions at the ends are kept eaten clean!
Children may be broken of such a filthy
habit by causing them to dip the ends of
their fingers several times a day in worm-
wood, without letting them know the
object; if this is not sufficient, cause
them to wear a cap on each finger until
the practice is discontinued.—Hall’s Jour-
nal of Health.

SLEEP A8 A MEDICINE.

The cry for rest has always been louder
than the cry for food. Not that it is more
important, but it is often harder to ob-
tain. The best rest comes from sound
sleep. Of two men or women, otherwise
equal, the one who sleeps the best will
be the most moral, healthy and efficient.
Sleep will do much to cure irritability of
temper, peevishness, and uneasiness. It
will restore to vigor an overworked brain.
It will build up and make strong a weary
body. It will cure a headache. It will

cure & broken spirit. It will cure sor-
row. Indeed we might make a long list
of nervous and other maladies that sleep
will cure. The cure of sleeplessuess re-
quires a clean, good bed, sufficient exer-
cise to produce weariness, pleasant occu-
pation, good air, and mnot too warm a
room, & clear conscience, and avoidance
of stimulants and narcotics. For those
who are overworked, haggard, and ner-
vous, who pass sleepless nights, we com-
mend the adoption of such habits as
shall secure sleep; otherwise, life will be
short, and what there is of it sadly im-
perfect.

—The habit of sleeping well is one,
which, if broken up for any length of
time is not easily regained.

DR. HANAFORD’S REPLIES,

MgsS. A. M. G Fish. No, I should not recom-
mend you to use either salmon or mackerel, not
because they are not sufficiently nutritious, but
because they are too oily for a weak stomach.
All of the animal olls are difficult of digestion,
more s0 than the vegetable oils. Under the cir-
cumstances, I should recommend fish in prefer-
ence to all meats, particularly pork, which is to-
tally unfit for you, suflering as you do, from in-
digestion. A prominent reason for this is that
I regard flsh as purer food than meats, from the
fact that those most used, from the ocean, are
less affected by heat, which is a source of rapid
decomposition. (It is true that oysters, clams,
lobsters, etc., are scavengers, feeding on filth,
like many of the land animals, in consequence
of which the flesh must partake of the same
character to a greater or less extent.) * What
fish do you advise?” While I believe that the
purest foods are found among the grains, fruits,
and vegetables, free from the necessary wasle,
decay and reconstruction, like that constantly
proceeding in the animal body, I give the pref-
erence to those of the ocean wholly devoid of fat,
save in the livers, such as the cod, plaice, turbot,
haddock, whiting, sole, flounder, etc., with the
trout, pike, pickerel, and perch of fresh water—
no shell fish under any circumstances—these are
not only less stimulating than others, but are
eagy of digestion. The whiting and haddock
are regarded as the most delicale and tender,
though mere tenderness is mot a valuable ele-
ment, since it is often but a form of flabbiness
from decomposition, or an evidence of a want of
firmness of texture. The whiting is often called
“ the chicken of the sea,” on account of its deli-
eacy. All things considered, the cost included,
the cod and haddock, probably, are as valuable
as any found on the average table, containing
nearly as much nutriment as beef- All of these,
however, 1f kept any length of time without
some preservative, in a warm place, will readily
beeome tainted, partially decomposed, semi pu-
trid, like specially tender meats, the tenderness
depending largely on the falling apart of the tis-
sues in the process of decay. The skin of fish,
when particularly gelatinous, is particularly ob-
noxious to dyspeptics, and may be avoided by
those who would escape this fashionable diseage.
A standard author says, ‘*salmons, eels, her-
rings, pilchards and sprats, abound in oils, and
are, in consequence, difficult of digestion, very
apt to disturb the stomach, and exceedingly in-
jurious to the dyspeptic.”

LILLY GrAY. Your mother’s difliculties are
caused, I think, by impeded circulation of the
blood, with its general impurity. The *raw
gpot,” probably, was eaused by a temporary
clogging of the blood, allowing a portion to re-
main in that place till diseased aciion followed,
which may result in a sore, as the surest way of
permitting the escape of the non-vitalized mat-
ters. That she is *fleshy” may account for a
part of the disturbed circulation of the blood. I
suspect that she makes too free a use of the oils,
butter, and the sweets, with pork and lard, pro-
ducing a part of the surplus fat, and the “hu-
mors.” If not immodest, I should recommend
my pamphlet, * Anti-fat,” that she may be free
from a part of the cause of her difficulties, with
which 1 send my * Health Rales,” which will aid
her much in the care of her health, a very im-
portant matter at her age, while  fleshy.” In
reference to yourself, I will say that I would not
advise wearing the plaster, when it “ annoys so
much.” Iknow of no good effects from plasters
which do not result from their irritating influ-
ences. 1 know of none which are *strengthen-
ing ” of themselves, the irritation diverting a dis-
ease from a particular spot, being the most im-
portant consideration. (I do not ask a fee from
the proprietors of plasters for this information.)
Since the plasters “annoy,” and cannot be easily
removed at pleasure, I recommend wetting a
cloth, sprinkling on a little cayenne pepper or
mustard, and wearing it for an hour for several
days, covering it sufiiciently to promote comfort.
This will irritate sufficiently, doing all the good
of a plaster, and more comfortably.
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HESE are articles of household util-
ity, not commonly found in families,
and yet so useful in various ways that
once introduced they seem almost indis-
pensable to those accustomed to them.
In a dressing room or a bed room ocecu-
pied by two persons, a screen, even if it
be only a small one, gives a certain
amount of privacy to the occupants when
desirable, and at the same time proves a
convenience in various ways in a room.

Il a lady uses her chamber both as sit-
ting room and bed room, a screen will
be found just the thing to partially sepa-
rate the room, and to shut from general
view any articles of convenience, and
save the trouble ofttimes of re-arrang-
ing things, which naturally get disturbed
from time to time.

With a screen moved close to a stove
or register, the heat may be concentrated,
or it is agreeable placed between the per-
son and the fire if too warm. It is equally
useful in protecting from draught from
window or open door, and if it is placed
between the bed and window at night,
one may get fresh air without feeling the
draught as otherwise is the case. The
use in this way is very beneficial.

Where the same room serves both as
kitchen and dining room, a plain screen
serves an excellent purpose in shutting
from sight the sink, and the cooking
utensils that necessarily accumulate in
getting a meal, and this gives a pleasant-
er aspect to the room. And where the
family sitting room is also the sewirg
room, and is, as is often the case, a re-
celving room also, a screen to place in
front of the sewing machine or work ta-
ble when the door bell rings, serves the
double purpose of hiding your work from
view and giving a more tidy appearance
to the apartment. One does not always
wish neighbors and friends to see what
is being made, or how we may be making
over two old dresses into a stylish new
suit—+till it is done.

In sitting room or parlor, a screen may
be highly ornamental as well as useful,
and is convenient to place between the
sofa and window to hide the light from
the eyes when lying down in the day time,
or, in fict, to use in various ways, as one
becomes accustomed to their very great
convenience. The children may have a
play house and playthings behind a screen
and they not only enjoy the privacy it
gives them, but it keeps the room from
having a disorderly appearance.

Of what and how to make screens, de-
pends something on the use to which they
are to be applied as well as to the circum-
stances and tastes of the owmners. In
large places they can be purchased at
furnishing houses, or made to order,
while in smaller towns, if not to be pur-
chased, there is no trouble in any me-
chanic putting together a frame of the
size and style desired. If a large room
is to be geparated, the screen may be as
large as a pair of folding doors, though
not as high, and with hinges so as to fold
or turn as one likes, and with feet to keep
it from falling. Old clothes frames may
be converted into screens, having them
properly stained or painted, and covered
as desired.

Small screens, two, three, or four feet
wide, are more convenient in a small
room, or to be carried from one place to
another than large ones, and are pleasant
to have in any dressing room, or to place
before the window or open door when
desired. As for covering, cambric, cre-
tonne, or faney coverings, as taste sug-
gests, may be had; while these articles

may be embroidered, painted, or made
with ornamental borders as one prefers.
Indeed, it is a wonder, that in the rage
for fancy work, this branch does not be-
come more common, for here would be
use and beauty combined, which is not
always the case with ornamental werk.

A frame may be covered with common
cambric or muslin, and pictures cut from
illnstrated papers, colored pictures, fancy
cards, in fact most any thing pasted upon
the cloth, provided some degree of taste
is used in arrangement. Children can
find pleasant employment for rainy days
at home in cutting and pasting pictures,
while the father or big brother may fash-
ion frames which will do nicely for the
purpose, and thus help farnish useful ar-
ticles for the home at a trifling cost.

OxE oF THE HOUSEHOLD.

OHEAP WINDOW ADORNMENTS.

BY KESIAH SHELTON.

In almost every New England home,
semi-annually is agitated the old question,
“ What shall we de now for curtains for
this room? These surely will never do
to put up again.” In the homes of the
small mechanic or shopman, as also in
the small farm houses, the homely ques-
tion of saving a dollar, and yet losing
pnaught of beauty or taste thereby, is one
that is most often heard. ¢ To discuss
prices is vulgar,” is an axiom not appli-
cable to the working classes; privately
they must do it, or fail to make both ends
meet at the end of the year.

The mechanic handles most money, and
when the “ shop runs,” his wife outshines
his mother and sister who are but poor
farmers’ wives; yet when the ¢ shop
shuts down,” who has not seen the me
chanic with his wife and children and
their cheap velvets and silks, retreating
to these same farm homes, their shabby
plumes drooping, glad to accept as a gift,
a share in the homely fare until the ¢ shop
opeus?” The farmer's wife rarely sees a
flush time, neither does she feel so bitter
a pinch as her shop friends, but with her
it is ome steady struggle how to keep
house and wardrobe tasteful with so little
ready money. Presuming that she and
the girls have skillful fingers and an eye
for effect, we will suggest that gracefal
drapery can be made and put up by in-
genious fingers much cheaper than equally
good cartains and rollers can be bought.
If you already have rollers buy heavy,
richly colored cretonne of tasteful design.
It will cost about forty cents a window.
It is much cheaper than good Holland,
wears nicely, looks warm, hangs well, and
if carefully rolled up closely when you
sweep, and now and then brushed judi-
ciously, need never be ‘“done up.” Dra-
pery of lighter weight, chintz finished, or
glossy cretonne, is charmingly adapted
to bed room or sewing room use. A din-
ing room, too, looks well with colored
drapery, unless the room has to serve as
kitchen and wash room, also. Steam,
smoke and grease require plainly fur-
nished rooms.

An extra bed slat or a clapboard sawed
off to the width of the window casing
and nalled on to the top of same, pro-
jecting into the room as much as is prac-
ticable, allowing for it to be nailed firmly
serves as cornice if extreme simplicity is
desired. Make a flounce a foot deep of
chintz drapery, with a standing rufile two
inches deep. Gathering the flounce two
inches from the edge makes this. Gather
the curtain, baste flounce on, and tack
the two together on the edge of the buard
with plain or brass headed tacks.

Little hooks can be got at any paper
hanger’s, and small brass rings. Drive
the hooks in the under side of this board,
sew the rings on the top edge of the cur-
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more or less elaborate lambrequin for
this board, and you can take your curtain
down at will, and put up common cur-
tains of white on the same hooks without
disturbing the lambrequin. This last can
be a band of crazy patchwork of bright
bits of woolen cloths, finished with some
old but tasty dress fringe, or you can
make a fringe of your odds and ends of
zephyrs and faucy yarns. A band of java
canvas, seven inches wide, two inches
raveled for fringe, with a Greek or vine
border worked in worsted i8 pretty, sim-
ple and inexpensive. One width of grey
cotton canvas makes three bands wide
enough to be pretty. A lambrequin of
chintz, cretonne, or spotted muslin over
pink or crimson, cut by the regulation
pattern, hangs safely and prettily on this
same simple slat.

Cartains of cheese cloth, of unbleached
cotton brocades, or of the bleached,
make very simple and eff:ctive drapery,
both trimmed and untrimmed. Un-
bleached or cream cotton satines are now
woven very fine and make up richly. The
colored satines, either plain or figured,
are really rich. They hang gracefully
and look as well as damask, while dam-
ask, if the wife could obtain it, would
look out of place, too pretentious in a
farm house. Cheese cloth looks well
with its edges feather sfitched in color
on the hems.

A tiny brass knob or hook on the edge
of the window casing, will do to hold
back the knot of ribbon or the tiny home-
made cord of zephyr that shall loop back
the sides at will. If you have canvas
bands at the top, embroider narrow ones,
putting worsted loops on each end to
hold the curtain back. Five worsted
cords of different colors braided in a
band would also be pretty.

For winter use in the parlor or sitting
room, it would be ¢ following the fash-
ion” of richer drapery, to hang rich-
hued satine drapery, over the cheese cloth
which has g8o airily #erved its purpose for
summer.

Fancy flannels or twilled woolens can he
tastefully embroidered or fancy stitched
in leisure hours by the girls who have ex-
changed the farm house kitchen for the
district school house, for the sake of the
shorter hours, long vacations, and great-
er monied recompense. These girls often
make acquaintances they are ashamed to
take to the barreu, unattractive home of
their fathers. When such girls first get
their freedom, as they call it, they gen-
erally “run” to fancy work. Let us
hope we have given them some sugges-
tions that will furpnish them with work,
and help furnish the bare or shabby
places in the old rooms at home.

NETS FOR HURSES' EARS.

With knitting cotton, number twenty,
make a chain of forty-two stitches, miss
8ix chain, and make one treble crochet in
the seventh chain, * make three chzain,
miss two, and make one treble crochet.
Repeat from * to the end of the chain.

There are now thirteen treble crochets
on the foundation chain. Now make six
chain and turn the work, make one treble
crochet between the last and next to the
last treble crochet of the preceding row,
make three chain and one treble crochet
between the next two; repeat to the end
of the row.

Make twenty-six rows like the former
row. This makes a long strip that reaches
between the ears.

At the eund of the last row do not break
off the cotton, but make a chain of sixty-
nine stitches and join to the opposite
corner. This is the foundation chain that
goes around the ear.

Now make six chain and one treble cro-
chet on the third ebain from where it is

tain, and hang the curtain. Then make a

joined, * make three chain, miss two and

make one treble crochet; repeat from *
around the chain and across the end of
the piece; join to the center of the six
chain with a single crochet. Then make
six chain and work as before. Each row
must be joined in this manner. There are
now thirty-six treble crochet around it.
Make three more rows like the preceding.

5. Narrow about opposite the center
of the chain by missing one square.

6. Plain.

7. Narrow one opposite the former
narrowing.

8, and every alternate row, plain.

9. Narrow one.

11. - Narrow one.

13. Narrow one.

15. Narrow one.

16. Narrow one.

17. Narrow one.

18. Narrow one.

19. Narrow two about the eighth and
twenty-second treble crochets.

20. Narrow four about an even num-
ber of treble crochets apart.

21. Narrow every third treble crochet.

22. Plain.

23. Narrow every treble crochet, mak-
ing about nine treble crochets around.

24, Narrow every treble crochet.

25. Narrow and bind off.

Mazake opposite ear the same way, then
join the yarn at the corner of the long
strip, and work a row around both ears
and the sides. Make four rows like the
preceding.

Now join the cotton in the center of
the three chain with a single crochet,
raise the loop that is on the hook loosely
to the height of one inch, catch the cot-
ton and raise that to the same height.
Now put the needle under the chain, catch
the cotton, draw it through aud raise
that. Now catch the cotton, draw it
through the first two, catch again and
draw through last two, repeat this three
times in the same place, putting the needle
under the chain, instead of through it.
Now make two chain, miss one square
and make shell like the preceding. Make
three rows of shells all around. Now
make three rows of shells to reach only
across the back, making the back three
rows deeper than the front. Now make
a row of deep scallops around the whole,
with s tassel on each scallop; also put a
tassel at the tip of each ear. Some make
the tassels of red.

These directions were sent me by a
lady in Oregon, and I shall be glad if they
prove as acceptable to some other one of
the Band, as they did to me.

Pine River, Wis. Lipa BROWN.
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CROCHETED LACE.

Make & chain of fifteen stitches.

1. Three trebles, (thread over once,)
one chain, three trebles into fourth stitch
of foundation chain, fasten with a tight
crochet in fifth stitch of foundation chain,
chain four, three trebles, one chain, three
trebles in tenth stiteh, chain two, make
one trehle in each of last three stitches of
foundation chain.

2. Chain three, make two trebles be-
tween last two trebles in first row, chain
two, three trebles in first chain of two in
first row, chain two, three trebles, chain
one, three trebles in first eyelet (formed
by the one chain between the sets of three
trebles), fasten with a tight crochet in
first stitch of chain of four, chain four,
three trebles, chain one, three trebles in
next eyelet, fasten with a tight crochet.

3. Chain five, three trebles, chain one,
three trebles in first eyelet, fasten, chain
four, three trebles, chain ome, three
trebles in next eyelet, chain two, three
trebles in first chain of two, chain two,
three trebles in next chain of two.

4. Chain three, two trebles in last two
trebles of fourth row, chain two, three
trebles in first chain of two, chain two,
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“$hree trebles in chain of two, chain two,
‘fhree trebles, chain one, three trebles in
‘first eyelet, fasten, chain four, three
‘frebles, chain one, three trebles in eyelet,
fasten.

5. Chain five, three trebles, chain one,

. § three trebles in eyelet, fasten, chain four,

three trebles, chain one, three trebles in
‘eyelet, chain two, three trebles in chain
of two, chain two, three trebles in chain
“of two, chain two, three trebles in chain
of two.

‘6. Chain three, two trebles in last two
frebles of fifth row, chain two, three
trebles in first chain of two, chain two,
| three trebles in chain of two, chain two,
three trebles in chain of two, chain two,
| three trebles, chain one, three trebles in
first eyelet, fasten, chain four, three
trebles, chain one, three trebles in eyelet,
fasten.

7. Chain five, three trebles, chain one,
three trebles in first eyelet, fasten, chain
chain one, three
trebles in eyelet, chain two, three trebles
in chain of two, chain two, three trebles
in ehain of two, chain two, three trebles
in chain of two, chain two, three trebles
in chain of two.

8. Chain three, three trebles in last
two trebles of last row, fasten by a tight

ij ba § erochet in first chain of two, chain three,

three trebles in first chain of two, fasten
in second chain of two, chain three, three
trebles in second chain of two, fasten in
third chain of two, chain three, three
itrebles in third chain of two, fasten in

1w §fourth chain of two, chain three, three

trebles in fourth chain of two, chain two,
three trebles, one chain, three trebles in
eyelet, fasten, chain four, three trebles,
chain one, three trebles in eyelet, fasten.
Repeat from first row.

In this as in other patterns it is prefer-
iable to fasten round instead of in a chain
This lace has a deep
point, is suitable for Saxony or cotton.
Crocheted of number sixieen tidy cotton
it makes a pretty finish for the lower edge
of white muslin or Holland window
shades. M. A. BROWN.

PRETTY AND USEFUL ARTICLES.

Cushion. — A pretty cushion can be
made by embroidering a spray of old-
fashioned pinks on a ground of blue.
Around the edge of the cushion put a fall

18 joined to the blue satin sew a good
sized pink cord. The cushion when com-
pleted should he about a half-yard long,
but not quite so wide.

Fireplace Curtains.—Fireplace curtains

ean be hung upon invisible wires, or if
|preferred upon visible brass rods beneath
the mantelpiece, and made to draw before
If it is desirable to hide the
mantelpiece, they will serve this purpose
also, as they may be drawn aside just
enough to reveal the fire.
- A havdsome little lambrequin for a
bracket is made of black satin cut in
points. The edge around the points is
trimmed with short and flne silk or che-
Across the top a vine with
green leaves and red berries, and on each
point a rosebud or tiny spray of forget-
me-nots or heliotropes are painted.

A very pretty and inexpensive table-

] gscarf is made of dark green felt. Tt

kshould be about half a yard wide. Have
it picked at the edge, and on each end

q put a strip of silk patchwork — crazy

patchwork. The strip should be one-
quarter of a yard deep. Make fringe of
the felt cut in very narrow strips and six
inches deep. The edges of the patchwork
should be feather-stitched.

Very handsome wall-pockets to hold

X rs are made of plush. Two bosrds
. lkare required for this. The one intended

for the back must be a size larger than
ffor the front. . Gilt-head nails may be put
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in at the sides, or rings of brass, and the
boards be held together by ribbons laced
back and forth.

An easily made bracket for a corner is
made of a strip of black satin about ten
inches deep. On this embroider or paint
a vine with green leaves and red berries.
Line the satin with some stiff material
and ornament the lower edge with cres-
centg attached to it by small cords of
black silk. The upper edge may be fas-
tened to the shelf by tiny silver-headed
nailg, or it may be tacked on the wrong
side and turned over so that no heading
is necessary.

A pretty scrap-bag for a hedroom iz
made of white linen. Cut a piece fifteen
inches square. Across the top and bot-
tom put on a piece of Canton flanr el three
inches wide, sew this to the linen with
fancy stitches, then draw three circles at
equal distances apart and about the size
of a half dollar. Work these. commenc-
ing at the center and going up in straight
lines to the circumferemce, with three or
four shades of yellow embroidery silk.
This bag is suspended by two blue strings
at the cormers. The bottom may be
trimmed or left plain. B. AtHOL.
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KENIT OAK-LEAF BTOCKINGH.

Not having noticed any reply to the
question of a sister, for directions for
knitting stockings of oak-leaf pattern,
after much time and labor in trying to
recall that long ago fashion, I zend re-
sults, hoping that I may make myself un-
derstood by all the sisters.

The stocking should be narrowed in
shape high up before the pattern is com-
menced, and the leaves should be at least
ten stitches apart to show well, and the
rows around should alternate, with at
least the fourth of an inch between each
row of leaves; I mean the second row of
leaves should be commenced hetween the
bases of the upper row to show well.

Commence by narrowing two, thread
over needle twice, and narrow again, and
so on until around the stocking, then
around plain, making two stitches of the
windings around the needles. Second
row of eyelets, marrow two stitches,
make two, that is, thread over needle
twice, narrow the two stitches made,
thread over needle twice, narrow. When
around the stocking knit around plain,
always making two stitches out of the
two windings around the needle.

Third row, narrow one from the stock-
ing and one of the made stitches of the
eyelet, thread over twice, slip one, knit
two, bind, thread over twice, narrow.
Repeat the third row three times, knitiing
around plain between each row, which
finishes the leaf,

Keep an account of the number of
stitches you had on your needles when
you commenced the leaf, and count after
the leaf is done. If the stitches have in-
creased, narrow at the base of the leaf
where the center is, which gives the
leaves a natural shape.

It is some trouble to start the first row
of leaves, but after finishing that it will
by easier to knit the rest of the leaves in
the stocking.

Hoping the sisters will succeed as I did
after many trials, I must say they are the
best directions I can give of the oak-leaf
pattern in knitted stockings.

MRs. MARTHA CRANDALL.

Oconomowoe, Wis.

- o—

SWISS LACE,

Cast on twenty- four stitches.
across plain.

1. Knit three, over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit three, narrow, over, knit
one, over, narrow, knit two, over, nar-
row, knit seven.

2. Knit two, over, narrow, knit fifteen,

Knit

over twice, purl two together, knit three. !
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3. Kuit turee, over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit two, narrow, over, knit three,
over, narrow, knit one, over, narrow,
kunit two, narrow, over, knit three.

4. Knit four, over, narrow, knit thir-
teen, over twice, purl two together, knit
three.

5. Knit three, over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit one, narrow, over, knit five,
over, narrow, over, Darrow, Narrow, over,
knit five.

6. Knit two, over twice, knit three,
over, narrow, knit twelve, over twice,
purl two together, knit three.

7. Knit three, over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit three, over, narrow, knit one,
narrow, over, knit two, over, narrow,
knit one, over, narrow, knit three, purl
one in the loop, knit two.

8. Bind oft two, knit two, narrow,
over, knit fourteen, over twice, yurl two
together, knit three.

9. Kuoit three, over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit four, over, knit three togeth-
er, over, knit three, over, narrow, knit
three, over, narrow, knit two.

10. Knit one, narrow, over, knit six-
teen, over twice, purl two together, knit
three.

EYELKET LACE.

Cast on fifteen stitches.
plain.

1. XKuit three, over twice, purl two to-
gether, Enit two, narrow, over, knit one,
over, narrow, knit one, over twice, knit
two.

2. Knit three, purl one, knit eight,
over twice, purl two together, knit three.

3. Kbpit three, over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit one, narrow, over, knit three,
over, narrow, knit four.

4. Knit twelve, over twice, purl two
together, knit three.

5. Knit three, over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit three, over, knit three togeth-
er, over, knit six.

6. Bind off two, knit nine, over twice,
purl two together, Enit three.

7. Knit three, over twice, purl two
together, kuit ten.

8. Kuit ten, over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit three. SUBSCRIBER.

Knit across

e ——— . W—— -

YISSUE-PAPER MATS.

Get two sheets of tissue paper of con-
trasting colors. Cut each sheet across
where it is folded. Cut each of these
pieces in two, making eight pieces in all.
Fold each piece across the longest way
four limes, making it eight double, and
an inch or more in width, according to
the size of the paper. Place four of the
pieces, alternate colors, and * weave” the
other four across them. The braided, or
woven part to be in the center of the
strips. Fasten the braid with a needle
and thread, then cut the ends into fine
sirips, the smaller the strips the prettier
the fringe. After cutting the fringe lay
the mat on a table, take a damp cloth
(merely damp) over your hand and rub
the fringe round and round, then rub it
round between your hands. This makes
it erinkle up. Paste a piece of stiff paper
under the mat and they are lasting and
beautiful. The moths do not eat them,
and a shake will dislodge the dust.

TEXAS STAR.

PRETTY FRINGE.

Firet cut your thread one-hslf inch
longer than you want your fringe, as the
fringe must be trimmed after it is knit.

Cast on sixteen stitches and knit across
plain.

1. Slip flrst stitch, thread over and
narrow. Repeat twice more, then put
two of the cut threads over left hand
needle and knit in with next stitch, knit
three stitches, put the threads back of
the needle and knit one, bring forward,
and knit remaining four.

2. Knit first ten stitches, knit next

loop and stitch together, also next two
loops and stitches together in same way.

3. BSlip first stitch, thread over and
narrow, three times, knit one and put in
threads as in first row, knit three, put
threads back, knit one, bring threads
forward, knit three.

4. Same as second row.

5. Same as first row, except putting
threads in one stitch lower.

6. Same as second row.

7. Same as first row, except threads
in one stitch lower.

This forms bottom of point. Go back
in same way except putting in threads
one stitch higher. It can be knit straight
by casting on fewer stitches and putting
the threads all in the same number of
stitches from the heading.

Aunt EmMILY.
O .

HOW TO CEYSTALLIZE GRASSES.

N. G., in the January number, asks how
to crystallize grasses for a bouguet. Take
one pound of alum to one quart of water
and set on the back of the stove to dis-
solve, but do not boil, and when thor-
oughly dissolved pour in a pitcher or tall
jar. Have your bouquet arranged and
tied, now suspend from the top of your
pitcher or jar, stems up, and the grasses
well covered with the water, now set
aside and do not disturb for twenty-four
hours, when you may take «uf, and be-
hold the beautiful crystals formed there.

L. M. WELLs.

A PRETTY HAND-BAG.

Mark the center of a silk havdkerchief
or square of silk with a pin, then fold
over each corner toward the center, fas-
tening them down with a stitch or two.

Next gather all around, leaving a nar-
row heading. Two rows of gathers a
little way apart make a place for the
drawing strings, which muast be drawn in.
Then take out the stitches which held the
corners. White lace pleated around the
top looks prefty, or fringed out ribbon
instead of lace. Pat tassels or bows of
narrow ribbon on the four corners that
hang loose. Dixie.

SHELL PATTERN FOR MITTENS.

Cast on nine stitches for shell stripe.
Knit around plain three times. Slip one,
knit two together and draw first stitch
over, (this makes one stitch out of three,)
thread over, knit one, thread over, kuoin
one, thread over, knit one, thread over,
slip one, knit two together, and draw last
stitch over. 'This will leave nine stitches
on the needle. Knit aronnd three times
plain, then make shell again.

Will some one please give directions
for crocheting the tufted tricot stitch?

Morrow, Ohio. OLue K. SHORT.

-

KNITTED RUGS.

One of your ecrrespondents wished to
know what could be done with red (knit)
woolen shirts. Cut them in strips as
wide as ordinary dress braid, and knit
them on neeiles the size of a lead pencil.
The rugs can be made very beautiful by
making a center piece, then knit strips of
six or seven stitches long enough to go
around them. The material is in every
household, old veils of any color, bind-
ings, etc. SUBSCRIBER.

B il Uy SR 1

SASH WASH-STAND COVER.

These wash -stand cover are merely
wide, long towels. Some of them are
embroidered very deeply on the ends with
silk and erewels, with a narrow border at
! either side and a heavy knotted fringe.
| The colors in the embroidery are dupli-
icated in the splasher at the back of the
wash-stand. AUNT ADDIE,




108

AR LT 2D

O USEHOLD.

.A_]:)I‘il. g

DIAMOND SHELL LACE.

1. Cast on thirty-five stitches, thread
over twice, purl two together, repeat,
knlt six, narrow, thread over twice, knit
one, thread over twice, narrow, knit six,
thread over, slip one, knit one, pass the
slipped stitch over, repeat, kpit ome,
thread over twice, narrow, knit five,
thread over twice, purl two together.

2. Thread over twice, purl two togeth-
er, knit seven, purl one, two plain, thread
over, slip one, kuit one, pass the slipped
stitch over, repeat, knit six, make one
stitch of the loops, knit one, make one
stitech of the loops, knit seven, thread
over twice, purl two together, repeat.

8. Thread over twice, purl two togeth-
er, repesat, knit five, narrow, thread over
twice, knit three, thread over twice, nar-
row, knit five, thread over, slip one, knit
one, pass the slipped stitch over, repeat,
knit nine, thread over twice, purl two to-
gether,

4. Thread over twice, purl two togeth-
er, knit ten, thread over, slip one, knit
one, pass the slipped stitch over, repeat,
knit five, make one stitch of the loops,
knit three, make one stitch of the loops,
knit six, thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, repeat.

5. Thread over twice, perl two togeth-
er, repeat, knit four, narrow, thread over
twice, kntt flve, thread over twice, nar-
row, knit four, thread over, slip one, knit
one, pass the slipped stitch over, repeat,
knit ome, thread over twice, narrow, re-
peat, knit four, thread over twice, purl
two together.

6. Thread over twice, purl two togeth-
er, knit gix, purl one, knit two, purl one,
knit two, thread over, slip one, knit one,
pass the slipped stitch over, repeat, knit
four, make one stitch of the loops, knit
five, make one stitch of the loops, knit
five, thread over twice, purl two togeth-
er, repeat.

7. 'Thread over twice, purl two togeth-
er, repeat, knit three, narrow, thresd over
twice, knit seven, over twice, narrow,
knit three, thread over, slip one, knit one,
slip the slipped stitch over, repeat, knit
eleven, thread over twice, purl two to-
gether.

8. Thread over twice, purl two togeth-
er, knit twelve, thread over, slip one, knit
one, pass the slipped stitch over, repeat,
knit three, make one stitch of the loops,
knit seven, make one stitch of the loops,
knit four, thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, repeat.

9. Thread over twice, purl two togeth-
er, repeat, knit two, narrow, thread over
twice, knit nine, thread over twice, nar-
row, knit two, thread over, slip one, knit
one, pass the slipped stitch over, repeat,
knit one, thread over twice, narrow, re-
peat twice, knit four, thread over twice,
purl two together.

10. Thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit six, purl one, knit two, purl
one, knit two, purl one, knit two, thread
over, slip one, kunit one, pass the slipped
stitch over, repeat, knit two, make one
stitch of the loops, knit nine, make one
stitch of the loops, kmit three, thread
over twice, purl two together, repeat.

11. Thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, repeat, knit one, narrow, thread
over twice, knit eleven, thread over twice,
narrow, knit one, thread over, slip one,
knit one, pass the slipped stitch over, re-
peat, knit fourteen, thread over twice,
purl two tegether.

12. Thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit five, pass six stitches of those
already knit over, knit ten, thread over,
slip one, knit one, pass the slipped stitch
over, repeat, knit one, make one stitch of
the loops, knit eleven, make one stitch of
the loops, knit two, thread over twice,
purl two together, repeat.

18. Thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, repeat, knit seventeen, thread

over, slip one, knit one, pass the slipped
stitch over, repeat, knit one, over twice,
narrow, knit five, over twice, purl two
together.

14. Thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, knit seven, purl one, knit two,
thread over, slip one, knit one, pass the
slipped stitch over, repeat, knit seven-
teen, over twiee, purl two together, re-
peat.

156. Over twice, purl two together, re-
peat, knit three, over twice, narrow, knit
seven, narrow, over twice, knit three,
over, slip one, knit one, pass the slipped
stitch over, repeat, knit nine, thread over
twice, purl two together.

16. Over twice, purl two together,
knit ten, thread over, slip one, knit one,
pass the slipped stitch over, repeat, knit
two, make ome stitch of the loops, knit
nine, make one stitch of the loops, knit
three, thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, repeat.

17. Thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, repesat, knit four, over twice, nar-
row, knit five, narrow, over twice, knit
four, thread over, slip one, knit one, pass
the slipped stitch over, repeat, knit one,
thread over twice, narrow, over twice,
narrow, knit four, over twice, purl two
together.

18, Over twice, purl two together, knit
six, purl one, knit two, purl one, knit
two, thread over, slip one, knit one, pass
the slipped stitch over, repeat, knit three,
make one stitch of the loops, knit seven,
make one stitch of the loops, knit four,
over twice, purl two together, repeat.

19. Over twice, purl two together, re-
peat, knit five, over twice, narrow, knit
three, narrow, over twice, knit five, thread
over, slip one, knit one, pass the slipped
stitch over, repeat, knit eleven, over
twice, purl two together.

20. Over twice, purl two together, knit
twelve, thread over, slip one, knit one,
pass the slipped stitch over, repeat, knit
four, make one stitch of the lorps, knit
five, make one stitch of the loops, knit
five, over twice, purl two together, re-
peat.

21. Thread over twice, purl two to-
gether, repeat, knit six, over twice, nar-
row, knit one, narrow, over twice, knit
six, thread over, slip ene, knit one, pass
the slipped stitch over, repeat, knit one,
over twice, narrow, repeat twice, knit
four, over twice, purl two together.

22. Over twice, purl two together,
knit six, purl one, knit two, purl one,
knit two, purl one, knit two, thread over,
slip one, knit one, pass the slipped stitch
over, repeat, knit five, make one stitch of
the loops, knit three, make one stitch of
the loops, knit six, thread over twice,
purl two together, repeat.

23. Over twice, purl two together, re-
peat, knit seven, over twice, narrow three
together, over twice, knit seven, thread
over, slip one, knit one, pass the slipped
stitch over, repeat, knit fourteen, over
twice, purl two together.

24. Over twice, purl two together,
knit flve, pass six stitches knit over the
seventh, knit ten, thread over, slip one,
knit one, pass the slipped stitch over,
repeat, knit six, make one stitch of the
loops, knit one, make one stitch of the
loops, knit seven, over twice, purl two
together, repeat. Erza B. MooRE.

East Weare, N. H.
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HANDEEROHIEF BOX.

Does your John buy his cigars in boxes
—the long flat kind? If not, buy, beg or
borrow from your nesrest cigar-man or
apothecary, generally they are ouly too
glad to give them away to get rid of them.
Take it apart very carefully so as not to
split it, then cover with any pretty color
of silesia, putting a layer of wadding on
the inside of box before covering. Be
careful te remember the bettom of the

original box will be the top of yours,
wad this on both side. Sew the bottom
and sides together and put a plaiting of
muslin or lace round it just as wide as
the sides, cover where this is sewed
round the top edge with very mnarrow
lace, (you can get this for two or three
cents a yard,) standing in. Now take
your cover, remember this is the orignal

bottom of the box, you will see the rea-

son why, baste a row of insertion around
the edge of the top of it, and across the
middle both ways, then put two ribbon
bows to match silesia on each end to
cover the two holes of silesia, sew the
narrow lace round the edge to fall over
where it opens, and a loop of ribbon
under this lace on middle of front. Sew
the cover in two places at back of box,
and you will have one of the prettiest
handkerchief or glove boxes you ever
saw. They are pretty to take along, one
for a glove box and a shorter one for a
handkerchief box, and make them to
match. Remember to get the low, flat
kind. Fraxk E.
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4 OARD ALBUM.

. In a late number Snowflake asked how
to use fancy advertising cards, and I
thought I would tell her what I did with
mine. Many of the ladies here buy scrap-
books at the book-store and paste the
cards in them, but for my sixteen months
old baby I got eight colors of silesia, cut
it the size avd shape best suited to the
material and cards, pinked the edges to
finish them, and stitched six or eight rows
throngh the middle and folded it at the
stitching, thus forming the book. Then
I took a pasteboard a little smaller than
the leaves of the book, after it was
stitched, and pasted it between the two
outside leaves on either side to make stiff
backs. A large, bright picture on each
one finishes the outside and makes it look
pretty.

To put the pictures in I made a stiff
flour paste, as the leaves will not curl as
with mucilage. The pictures may be put
in some pretty designs, or the page cov-
ered entire. I lefta small space between
the pictures, and think the bright color
around the picture looks prettier than to
put them close. After I filled the page I
covered it with a clean cloth and dried it
with a warm iron. I like this kind of a
book for children, as it will not tear lke
paper. Mgs. W. M. WiLsON.

Dakota.

LAMP MATS FOR PIANO.

I should like to tell Mayflower how to
make some piano mats that I think are
very pretty. Take single zephyr and cro-
chet a piece in plain stitch, the size you
want your mat. Next take rather coarse
knitting needles and cast on about forty-
five stitches. Knit like heel of stocking
a little more than long enough to go
around the crocheted piece. Dampen
very damp and press quite dry. Clip the
edees the whole length of strip. Ravel
from both edges to the middle, leaving
about four stifches without raveling,
Sew this around the edge of the founda-
tion and it is done. Shaded green is the
prettiest color to use, as it gives the ef-
fect of moss. GRETTA.

4 PRETTY CARD BASKET.

I would say to H. G. one way to make
a card basket is to crochet as for a round
tidy of very coarse twing, finish with
shell scallops, then starch in good warm
starch and press over a pail or block the
size you prefer, leaving the scalloped edge
pressed out for arind. Then line from
the inside of the scallops with silk or
satin to suit taste.

MRs. W. H. WrLsoN.

YARN RUGS.

I will send directions for making a very
pretty rug, with not much if any expense, PRI

Save yarns ravelled from old stockings, bt o2 s
etc. Then take a piece of burlap canvas, .
or coffee sack, the size you wish for the 5.15:3:-)

foundation of your rug. Have a lead o B

pencil, or smooth round stick, over which -
draw the yarn through the canvas witha 7t
darning needle. Fill the entire surfacein
this way. You can mark any designon
the canvas and fill it out as you chooge.
I made one with a kitten for the center
design, which was very pretty.

B i e

COVER FOR LAMP SBHADR.

One yard of five-inch ribbon, one yard
of antique lace about two inches wide,
and two balls of knitting silk. Sew the
ribbon very neatly together, then sew the
lace on the bottom. Tie the knitting silk,
which should be the same shade as the
ribbon, in the lowest row of holes in the
lace as a fringe. I take four threads.
Run a gathering thread of the knitting [
silk about a half-inch from the top of ribs T
bon and draw up as tightly as you wish.

Fraxk E.

4 PAPER HOLDER.

Take a fan, remove the wire from fhe e
bottom and spread it out straight. M L
end pieces use two fans partly spread.
For the back use two fans opened so that
the back of the holder shail be roundings
Fasten the fans firmly together wWith
bright ribbons or with cord and tasselsi
Oakdale, Neb. BraNCH LEACH. =

- -

THE WORK TABLE.

We are constantly recelving letters from 8
scribers, complaining of incorrect directions
knitting insertings and lace, and, hereafter,
publish only such as are accompanied by & 8
ple, knitted from the directioms after they
writlien. It can give but little trouble to
perienced knitters who kindly send us such
terns, and will be a great favor to us.

i
Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—Will some one send direc-
tions for making antique lace?

NEW SUBSORIBER.

Will gome one of the Band please send dir
tions for knitting an infant’s sack?  ADDIE.S

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—Not long ago there was
inquiry about the pattern of a quilt called Ga
field's monument. Will some of the sisters
THE HOUSEHOLD Band please give (
how it is made? C.B. ; 4

Ep. HOUusSEHOLD :—Will Pittsburg Su
explain about the knitting lace for lam
1 find it incorrect.

Bridgéport, Conn.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—Will some of the Band
please give directions for a collar from £
edge braid? also directions for knitilng
in fancy stitch? BELL d

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—I wish if any of the

know how to make leather picture fram:ﬁ
would give directions in THE HOUSEHOLD.

want to make my husband and two brothersé
a scarf, and do not want them at all allke.
some one tell me what colors will be pretty, 8
how to arrange the colors? If some one W
write directly to me I will return postage, ¢
repay them any way I can.
Mgs. F. H. THOMPSO!
Waterbury, Conn., Box 1291.

ED. HOUSEHOLD :—If Mrs. P. B. W. will §
cure a small tube of zinc white, and mix
bolled oil to the consistency of cream she
have a preparation for stamping on dark ¢l i
It can be put on with a brush or by simply B el
ping the finger in and rubbing over the pa a
Do not press it, but let it dry. The pattern
be cleaned at once by dipping a cloth in &
spirits of turpentine and rubbing thoro
both sides. . C.
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Ehe Yining Room.

DINING ROOM NOTES.

Number Thirty-seven.

HESE early spring days, unless one
lives in or near a large city, where
many delicious and healthful varieties in
the shape of early vegetables and fruit
may be procured, make more difficult
than at any other time of the year the
task of the housekeeper who desires to
put upon her table the wholesome, appe-
tizing food which the system at this sea-
gon demands. The feeling of lassitunde
and little appetite which affects most of
us at this season seems to call for a more
varied and lighter diet than that which
we required during the cold days of win-
ter, when almost any thing tasted good,
we were so hungry, and we urge the im-
portance of understanding the necessity
of a change from the standard dishes of
the winter.

Happy is the housekeeper who has on
hand a goodly supply of camned fruits,
green corn and tomatoes. At no season
in the year are such foods more necessary
and healthful. Those who have a garden
conld easily have a small hot-bed in which
lettuce and early radishes could be grown,
and nearly all can supply themselves with
carrots, beets, winter squash and apples.

Too much meat should not be eaten at
this season, once a day being sufficient
for all, perhaps, excepting those who
have much out of door labor. Children
should eat very little of it at amy time,
but less now, making up any deflciency
in such food by plenty of oranges and
apples, at proper times in the day, coarse
food such as our favorite ‘ coarse granu-
lated wheat” and * brain food” mush,
with bread made from the “ C. B. D.” (or
whole wheat) flour, or ‘‘crude gluten,”
and what vegetables preperly cooked, we
are able fo provide.

A well-known physician said to us once.
“Tet children eat one or two oranges
every morning before breakfast through-
out the spring season, and they will need
no medicine during the rest of the year.”
If geod for children why not for older
people as well?

Beef and mutton are preferable to oth-
er kinds of meat at any time, but especial-
ly 80 at this season, with an occasional
fricasseed or roast fowl to vary the mo-
notony, and fish, whenever one can get it
fresh. Those who are tired of reasts
and steaks—the latter broiled over a clear
coal fire and not too rare, or a mutton
chop cooked in the same manner, are the
most wholesome meats—may vary the
cooking in many ways.

We often roast a nice piece of beef and
when cold slice from it a sufficient amount
for dinner. Put this in a stew pan with
water to cover well. Slice two onions,
if liked, three carrots and six or eight
potatoes, and add to the meat; if there
is mot sufficient water to cover all, add
more, stir in a teaspoonful of salt and
cover closely. Boll or simmer gently for
three-quarters of an hour, taking care
that the water does not boil out. Then
mix a teaspoonful of butter with two of
flour and stir in gently, shaking the stew
pan or kettle is sometimes a surer way to
4 prevent breaking the potatoes. Add
more salt if necessary and pour out on a
warmed platter. A medium sized bumch
of celery cut in small pieces is a favorite
addition to this stew, and one which
many would prefer to the onion, or both
may be used at the same time.

These stews are favorites with us, and
We think any who try it will think the
flavor improved by making it from the
roast meat. Of course it isn’t necessary
% use the fresh roast for this stew, but

when tired of roast we often use them in
this way.

The remainder of the meat may be
used in many ways, chopped and heated
in a stew pan with cream, or milk and
butter to soften, but not enough for a
gravy, seasoning with salt, and pepper if
liked—but we think it no improvement,
using little black pepper at any time, and
serving on slices of hot, crisp toast. Or,
it may be prepared in this manner:

Put a generous teaspoonful of butter
and a cupful of water in a stew pan or fry-
ing pan, chop one small onion fime and stir
in, add one-half teaspoonful of salt and let
it cook for ten minutes. Then add the
chopped meat, about two teacupfuls to one
onion and the cupful of water. Stir well,
cover, and simmer for fifteen or twenty
minutes. Served with baked, or steamed
and mashed potatoes this makes a *‘ picked
up ” dinner which most people will like.
Half a teacupful of canned tomatoes,
leaving out half the water makes this
hash very nice, the onion may be omitted
if preferred. Of the last of the roast
we usually make a shortcake or dump-
lings, recipes for which have been given
in former Notes.

Cold chicken or veal is very niee to use
in these cakes, but the less veal one eats
the better. Especially is this the case
with children, or those whose digestive
powers are not of the strongest.

Another favorite method of preparing
meat is as follows: Take four pounds of
the round or shoulder of beef with a lit-
tle fat, but free from stringy pieces, gris-
tle, etc. Chop fine, or better still, put it
through a meat chopper. Mix with it
two tablespoonfuls of salt, one-fourth
teaspoonful of cayenne pepper and a heap-
ing tablespoonful of sifted sage. Siir
till well mixed. Make a bag frem a piece
of coarse strong muslin about twelve
inches long and nine or ten in width, dip
it into boiling water then in cold, wring
dry and fill with the chopped meat press-
ing it in as closely as possible. Tie close-
ly and hang in a cold place, not sufficient-
ly cold to freeze it however, until next
day, at least, two days is better. Then
put it in a kettle of boiling water with a
tablespoonful of salt, and cover closely.
Cook for four hours, removing any scum
which rises during the first hour. When
done, set aside until cold, then remove
the bag from the keitle and put it on a
plate with & heavy weight upon it and
keep in a cool place until next day.

Cut in thin slices from the end, using a
very sharp kunife, and removing but a lit-
tle of the cloth at a time. This will keep
one or two weeks and is very nice, and
although the recipe takes a good deal of
room, it isn’t a great deal of trouble to
prepare it. This is a nice dish for sum-
mer and an excellent addition to the list
of plcnic dishes.

The vegetables which may be a little
wilted now were so thoroughly treated
in these Notes last spring as to leave lit-
tle to be said as to the various methods
of preparing them. We wish we could
impress upon our great sisterhood the
necessity of using more fruit and vege-
tables. If one or two kinds of the latter,
besides potatoes, were used every day at
dinner, the ¢ patent medicine man” would
not be able to spend two hundred thous-
and dollars a year in advertising.

Many people do not like carrots, but
they are among the most valuable of our
vegetables. They may be boiled, sliced
and pickled, like beets; cut in thick
slices and lightly browned in a buttered
frying pan; chopped and heated with a
little cream, salt and pepper, or milk or
water, seasoning with butter; or cut in
halves lengthwise and browned on the
gridiron; or, cut in the same manner and
dipped first into beaten egg then into
rolled cracker, or bread crumbs, and
browned in butter. It isn’t moch trouble

to prepare these vegetables of which
encugh may be boiled at once to last two
or three days, in cool weather, and one
can soon cultivate a taste for them.

One should can as many apples for
gpring and summer use as possible, eith-
er in the fall when they are generally
cheap and plenty, or in the spring when
it will be found a¥ery convenient manner
of disposing of the barrel of choice
greenings or baldwins which show an
aggravating and depraved disposition to
keep no longer. At this time, too, most
of us have a quantity of empty fruit jars
which have been emptied of their con-
tents during the winter. The apples
should be cooked thoroughly and yet as
quickly as possible, slow cooking .giving
them a dark color.

S metimes we can them without sugar,
it is a good plan to put up several cans in
this manner if the apples are good. They
often retain their delicious fresh flavor,
but unless very sound and nice they will
not keep so well without sugar, oue
pound of which to four pounds of fruitis
a good rule. Water (boiling) to just
cook the fruit should be used, if the ap-
ples are very juicy there should not be
enough water used to cover while cook-
ing. Can hot and screw on the tops im-
mediately. Keep in a cool, dry closet,
wrapped in paper. Sometimes we epena
jar of quinces and mix with sufficient ap-
ple to fill four or flve jars, putting it in
the kettle to boil with the apple. Itgives
a nice flavor and makes a little variety.

For these who have little other fruit
these canned apples will prove a valuable
addition to their daily fare. FPies and
shortcakes, the latter preferable, are
easily prepared for desserts. A dish of
wholesome and delicious sauce is always
at hand for the tea table and the expense
is slight, almost nothing, compared with
the prices asked for the *‘ canned fruits ”
in market, to say nothing of the deleteri-
ous effects which follow the use of fruits
—or any thing else, in fact—preserved in
the poisonous tin cans.

EmiLy HAYES.

SEVENTEEN HUNDREED YEARS IN
THE OVEN.

In the exhumation of Pompeii one
house was discoverad which was evident-
ly in a state of repair when the volcanic
storm buried it. Painters, decorators,
and cleaners were masters of the situa-
tion. The household gods were all in
disorder, and the family, if not out of
town, must have been undergoing that
condition of misery which spring clean-
ings and other like inflictions surely en-
tail. Painters’ pots and brushes, and
workmen’s tools, were scattered all over
the house. Tell-tale spots of whitewash
starred wall and floor. Such domestic
implements as pots and kettles had been
bundled up in a corner all by themselves,
and the cook was non est.

Dinner, however, had not been forgot-
ten. A solitary pot sat simmering, if it
ever did simmer, on the stove. All the
concomitants of a banquet were in prog-
ress. There was a bronze dish in wait-
ing before the oven, and on the dish a
sucking pig, all ready to be baked. But
the oven was already engaged with its
full complement of bread. So the pig had
to wait. And it never entered the oven,
and the loaves were never taken out till
after a sojourn of seventeen hundred
years. They had been cooking ever since
the 2d of November, A. D. 79. There
were twenty-one of them, rather crusty,
of course, and rather dark colored, but
perfectly preserved. F. M. C.

—However one may economize in
household labor, good taste amd much
painstaking should govern the appoint-
ments of the table and dining room. An

attractive table is a good appetizer and
has something to do with good behavior.
Human nature is easily affected by the at-
mosphere with which it is surrounded;
children coannot be expected to behave
well in an hoar given over to disorder,
fretfulness and flurry. Table manners
for the housekeeper begin in seeing that
her table is neat and attractive and eal-
culated to inspire cheerfulness; from it
she should banish as far as possible all
vexations, cares and worries.

THE DESSERT.

—An Irishman, eating his first green
corn, handed the cob to the walter and
agked, ‘ Will ye plaze put some more

' banes upon me sthick?”

—8ix months after marriage: * Weel,

weel, Sandie, how d’ye lika the little led-
dy?” ¢ Ah, weel, Derry, P11 na deny that
she ha’ fine conversational powers.”
. —‘“I’ve seen that face somewhere be-
fore,” said Mr. Short-sighted Clubman as
he passed a lady ou State street. *“ Why,
that’s your wife, isn’t it, Mr. Clubman?”
¢ So it is, so it i8.”

—¢ My dear,” said a sentimental wife,
“ home, you know, is the dearest spot on
earth.” ¢ Well, yes,” said the practical
busband, it does cost about twice as
much as any other spot.”

—* My dear,” sald a fond wife, * when
we were engaged I always slept with
your last letter under my pillow.” ¢ And
I,” murmured her husband, “I often
went to sleep over your letters.”

—A teacher said to a liftle girl im

schuol, “If & naughty girl should hurt
you, like a good girl yon would forgive
her, wouldn’t you?” ¢ Yes, marm,” she
responded, ‘' if I couldn’t catchk her.”

—A New York paper, describing a boat
race, alludes to ““the flashing of tem
thousand eyes and the plaudits of twice
as many fair hands.” Well, if that
wasn’t a remarkable company of one-eyed
women !

—*“No, sah,” excitedly exclaimed a
southern darkey dominie, ‘‘dat white-
wash on de slechs ob my coat mebber
come from de roost of a chicken house.
Dem marks, sah, am de badge of my per-
feshun, sah.”

—+¢ Ma,” said Miss Parvenu, ** Jennie
Jones has been presented at court in Lon-
don.” ¢ That’s nothing,” replied ma.
“ Why I was in court two whole weeks
when my sister was getting her divorce.
We are jast as good as the Joneses.”

—An old farmer found himself by
chance in a London eating house one day.
The waiter asked him what he would
take. Hodge didn’t know. ¢‘Shall I
bring you a bill of fare, sir?” < Well,
said the farmer, ‘ I'd as lief have a plate
o' that as of any thing.”

—Rev. Dr. Stephen H Tyng, Jr., Is
credited with telling the following story
at his own expense: ¢ While studying in
Virginia, he was in the habit of holding
gservice at a neighboring chapel. A
friendly old darkey used to pass his
church, and trudge a mile beyond to a
Methodist meeting house. When asked
why he did not go to hear Massa Tyng,
he made this shrewd reply: ‘Ah, no;
don’t catch dis nigger lettin’ de students
practice on him.’””

—In a certain clergyman’s family the
conversation turned upon the character
of the baby. Why he was so naughty?
The brother, who had reached the age of
twelve and was studying the steam-en-
gine in the inferval of catechism, gave
veut to his authority in the following sug-
gestive reply: ¢ Papa, as we all inherit
the sin of Adam, and the baby is such a
little fellow, is there not a greater pres-
sure of sin to the square inch on the baby
than on the rest of ns?”

= A TR 7

b e

e g i~ i e

= iy




A i S

R e

T e o L

—

110

I AL UTS ETH O L. D.

Ap

The Ritehen,

“FIXING” FOR COMPANY.

BY K. B.

EVERAL years ago, tired of the mo-
L) notony of housework, which, like
Penelope’s web, is completed each day
only to be commenced again, I deter-
mined on visiting for a short time the
home of my childhood. For years my
visits there have become as angels’, ¢ few
and far between,” but they are looked
forward to with great delight.

My childhood's home, how many ten-
der associations cluster around that hal-
lowed place! AsIrevert to it memory
plays an old tune on my heart, and with
it comes a rush of feeling so keen and
sweet that my eyes flll with tears while I
write. In fancy I see again the wide-
spread, hospitable - looking house, with
its quaint, dormer windows, its gable
roof, and the large forest trees which
th ew their grateful shade about the door-
way. I can see the latticed porch where
the woodbine and eglantine twined their
graceful tendrils, and almost smell their
fragrance. There, near the front door
grew the pink and white roses, aod the
Quoeen of the Prairie peeped and nodded
mischievously into the up-stairs win-
dows. Snowdrops and crocus, daffodils
and pansies, grew along the path to the
front gate. 1t was there my sister and
myself gathered the flowers with which
to deck our hair, and my brothers culled
their button-hole bonquets as they started
for aride in a certain direction, and there
we plucked the pale roses to place in the
hands and about the paler face of our
dead baby sister.

Father and mother have left the home
roof, and it has fallen into the hands of
strangers. My stalwart young brothers
are bravely fighting the battle of life in
far distant lands, and my only sister pre-
sides over a home of her own in another
state. The old house resounds to the
tread of strangers’ feet, and other chil-
dren’s romp and play, awakening famil-
iar echoes in the old rooms. Other fair
girls listen to words softly spoken under
the climbing roses, and pluck and wear
the flowers we loved so well.

But I must tell how I “fixed ” for com-
pany. Every thing was arranged. I was
to start early the next morning, and pa-
terfamilias was going to experiment in
housekeeping and family government.

‘“Wife,” said John as he laid aside his
napkin after dinner, ‘ here is a note for
you. Will C. gave it to me day before
yesterday, and upon my word I forgot to
give it to you.”

1 glanced over the note anxiously. It
was from Will’s sister, and informed me
that she and another lady from a distance
would be at our house the following day.

““Oh, Mr. B.! how could you be so
careless?” I exclaimed. ¢ The girls will
be here to-morrow, and the house will be
in no condition to recelve them. I don’t
see how in the world I am to get ready
to receive them now,” and I gave him a
look which I fear was far from a loving
one. “This breaks into all my arrange-
ments, too. I can’t go home now.” I
called it home, reader, although I had
left it almost twenty years before.
““But,” I continued, as conscience gave
me a thrust for my selfishness, and I
leaned over to kiss the baby and hide the
tears of disappointment that would flow.
¢¢1 shall be delighted to see the girls. I
haven’t seen them for years.”

““Oh, yes,” said John, looking very
much relieved. *You can fix up some-
thing, and the house looks well enough,
I am sure.”

“Humph!” I retorted, ‘‘You never

know when the house is clean or other-
wise. ¢ Ballie, tell Mag to bring in the
dishwater, put some water on to hest,
and be quick.”

¢ Girls,” said I, turning to the two
older girls, ‘“ you must make two extra
nice cakes this afternoon, and Mag must
clean the spare chamber.”

‘““ What for?” said Mag, who at that
moment entered the room, dish pan in
hand.

¢ Oh,” answered one of the younger
children, ‘“ ma’s going to have company,
ladies from town."”

“ Whoee!” whistled Mag, “den ebery
thing *bout dis house is got to shine ‘cept
Miss Betsey’s face, dat isn’t a gwine to
shine tell de company comes.”

¢ Do hush your foolishness, Mag," said
I, ““ hurry, there are a hundred things to
be done this afterncon.

The table was cleared as expeditiously
as possible, and by two o’clock the din-
ing room and kitchen were in order.

¢ Mag,” said I, ‘“take a pai! of hot wa-
ter, some soap and the washing cloths up
stairs and go to work. I will be up there
just as soon as I can get the baby to
sleep.” ;

‘ Miss Betsey,” exclaimed Mag, ““I de-
clar’ fore goodness I scrubbed ebery plank
up thim stairs last Saturday, and I lay
thar isn’t a thimbleful of dirt up thar
this blessed minit ”

“ Well, no matter if you did,” I re-
joined, ¢ it must be cleaned again, so do
make haste.”

Mag is a character in her way. We
took her out of the quarteis when in her
seventh year, a shy little ignorant thing,
who had never more than peeped into her
master’s house. She came to me in the
early years of married life, when all
things wore the color of the rose. She
grew up with the children, and took lib-
erties with us customary among old fam-
ily servants. She rocked my first-born
to sleep upon her dusky bosom, and had
watched by his cradle night after night
when life and death held fearful combat
over him, and the angels whispered to
him of a brighter and a better home than
earth can give, and all loved Mag. Al-
though she has been free for years, she
sometimes returns to her old home, and
remains for months, falling into her old
place in the household as naturally as
though she had only been on a few days’
visit to ‘‘ mammy’s.”

At last the baby slept. Two nice-look-
ing cakes stood on the dining table await-
ing a coat of icing. The girls were in
the parlor. They had arranged every
thing to their satisfaction, and ca'led me
to see the result.

‘“Ma,” said one of them, ‘‘we washed
the windows and paint, swept the carpet
three times, and dusted every picture,
book and ornament in the room.”

I gave them a few words of encourage-
ment, told them to rub the furniture with
linseed oil, and went up stairs to see how
Mag’s work was progressing. It was
with consclous pride that I spread the
lavender-scented sheets over the compa-
ny beds, and smoothed the embroidered
plllow cases and bolster shams over the
snowy surface. I rubbed the windows
and mirror until they shone like dia-
monds.

Mag was busy scrubbing the base
board. Suddenly she stopped. ¢ Miss
Betsey,” said she, “I always knew the
darkies was going to be free, dat is, if
the bible is true.”

““ Why s0?” I queried.

““ Well, you see, the bible says every-
body has got to make their own living by
the sweat of their own brow, and precious
little sweating of dis kind did you and
Mars John do before the war.”

I made no answer, and Mag continued :

“There is another thing I want to ax
you ahout.

What makes some white'

folks talk so much about the freedman’s
bureau? It appears to me that if a nig-
ger has the money to buy a bureau, and
the clothes to put in it, white folks ought
not to say a word agin it.”

I turned my face aside to conceal a
smile, and replied, “I am perfectly will-
ing and satisfled for the darkies to be
free if it was God's will, and hope that
every thrifty darkey in the land will soon
be able to own a bureau, rosewood if
they like, but do let us get along with
the work. Take some clean hot water
and wash the front door and transom.
Make it bright.”

“ Well, um.”

I swept the upper passages and stair-
ways two or three times over. While
thus employed, I heard Mag groan as if
in awful distress of mind or body.

“Oh! Oh! Mercy! Mercy!” moaned
Mag.

My heart gave one great throb and then
seemed to stand still. The baby! Iknew
she was awake, I had heard but a moment
before the merry patter of her little feet
in the room above. What if she had
fallen out of the window! I leaned out
of the window, and asked in as strong a
voice as I cou'd command ¢ What is the
matter, Msg?”

¢ Oh, Miss Betsey, I do believe I done
broke that machine that you tell when
the weather gets cold by.” (The ther-
mometer. )

“ Well, never mind,” I said, *let the
thermometer go, we can get another one
when fortune favors us. If you are
through there, take the broom and dust
pan, go down cellar and sweep the walls
and flhor as clean as hands can make
them.”

““Why, Miss Betsey! you aren’t going
to take the company down there, is you?”

“Yes, I am going to take them there,
and everywhere about the house and gar-
den.”

Mag showed the whites of her eyes ali
around in astonishment, but said nothing.

Never before did my house undergo
such furions renovation. I carried a pail
of hot water into the paniry, and we t
to work so vigorously upon the window
that I broke two panes of glass, and in
washing the upper shelves, I upset and
broke a glass jar which contained the
prince of all preserves, quinces. I could
have cried with vexation.

When at last the pantry was in order,
it was so dark that I could scarcely see
my way into the cheerful dining room
where the family was gathered about the
supper table. When I was seated, John,
seeing that I ate nothiug said kindly,
“ Wife, if I were you, I would not go to
all this trouble.”

“I hardly think you would,” I replied
tartly.

Ile gave me & look from benecath his
dark lashes which seemed to ask, ¢ Are
you keeping your heart with all diligence
to-day, dear wife?”

The clock was striking eleven before
I could listen to the wooings of the
drowsy god Somnus. John had been
sleeping the sleep of indastry and of a
clear conscience for two hours. How
tired and weary I felt! Too tired and
excited to sleep. Oh, why, I wondered,
must we go to all this t il and trouble to
entertain our l'rieugs? But it is custom-
ary among all my acquaintances, and
‘““when in Rome, we must do as the Ro-
mans.” At last I fell into a troubled
slamber, broken by dreams of the com-
paoy coming, the house in confusion, and
no dinner prepared.

Five o’clock found me engaged for an-
otaer day's conflict. The chickens were
dressed, vegetables prepared, ham boil-
ing, and pies baking, and I, with flushed
face and weary limbs, was hurrying here

and there, seeing to a dozen things at |
once, '

““Mag,” said I, “take the broom
sweep before the kitchen door, thi
house and meat house doors, and tal
litter off into the orchard.”

Mag complied with a bad gracer
heard her mutter as she went out o
door, ‘‘ Mi¢s Betsey’s done lost ler
en senses, I do believe, but I’ll jes
her know I am not gwine to work
gers to de bone for nobody.”

1 pretended deafness, and went |
the house to take a last survey of
tiing before the company came.

It was in June. Two delicious Bo
qnets filled the parlor vases, the fra
of woodbine and roses greeted me a8
opened the bed room door, and the
old-fashioned fire-place in the gl
room had been transformed into a by
of beauty. Several children in com
clothes and manners were looking
the window expectantly, while two §
children were disobediently swingin
the front gate. 15

I had just put the finishing tou
my toilet, when one of the children
claimed, “ They are coming, I 8
carriage !”

I hastened out to meet them, an
comed them with sincere pleasure,
ing that for once in my history, I
ready to receive company.

They remained some time, and
quently expressed pleasure at secing
in my comfortable home, surroun
my merry children. I did all in my pe
to render their visit pleasant, and
at leisure would escort them ow
house and grounds, feeling a secreb
placency that every thing was in e
site order. On the last day of their’
a8 I was in a closet which opened
the parlor door, I heard Miss P. say
Josie C., *“ Mrs. B. is a good housekeg
bat do you suppose she ever tak time
to read any of those books there?” = '

1 was ashamed to listen but ungon
sciously held my breath while Jo
plied :

‘“ Well, I really don’t know, but
does, her conversation dees not befi
for her constant theme is the housey
and the babies.”

How crestfallen and mean I fi
had labored so hard to make onég
impression, and at the same time had
stroyed another of which I was by
means careless. They think meap
Martha, thought I, with a mind free
intellectnal aspirations, and as em)
last year’s birds’ nests, and I dete
from that time forward, to never,
go to so much extra trouble to enfi
my friends, but would endeavor
the house presentable, a ready plati
a hearty welcome for all guests, e
or otherwise, and with our HoUSE
oracle, Rosamond E., practice the g
rule for all etiquette.

Missouri. g

YEAST. e

Sister Mary Ann has been much
cised of late, upon subjects conn
with yeast. Yeast, in our family
been from time immemorial, of
manufacture. To keep a supply o
article on hand for a family of thi
four has never becen considered by
of the greater burdens of housekee
although the making of each jar
takes time. The process of yeastfm
ing is one that differs with different cooks,
but that handed down to Sister Ma:r'
from our mother, who is an acknowled;
authority in such matters, is as follows

Half a dozen potatoes are pared ‘a
put into four quarts of cold wal
gether with a handful of hops tied
an impromptn bag. These are boil
til the potatoes are soft, when the
bag and its contents are thrown in
fire and the potatoes are taken inbQ@Cols
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ander, through which they are forced by
means of a masher, into a large, shallow
pan. To the potatoes thus prepared are
then added sugar, salt, and flour, two ta-
blespoonfuls of each, the flour having
been previously smoothed out in a little
water. Then the water in which the po-
tatoes were boiled, and which has been
kept at boi’ing heat, is poured upon these
ingredients in such a way as to thorough-
ly scald all, particularly the flour. The
whole is then strained through a sieve or
gravy strainer, and as soon as it is cool
enough—that is, milk warm—a pint of
yeast Is stirred in. Two or three yeast
cakes will answer the latter purpose,
when lighid yeast is not procurable. In
ahont an hour, rather longer if yeast
cakes are used, the four quarts of yeast
will be ready to bottle. It is very fine
and smooth, and has a fine, snow-white
bead upon its surface.

It was not long after we moved into
the block, alluded to in a former article,
before Sister Mary Ann’s yeast became,
in some mysterious way, famous. It was
a fame that spread rapidly; it soon be-
came the popular thing to have some of
Mary Ann Browne's yeast. Mary Ann
did not disdain the compliment implied,
but as her yeast became more and more
famous, and applications became more
frequent, she began to realize that the
days for making yeast were becoming
more frequent also. The fact began to
impress itself upon her mind that four
quarts of yeast will bear only a certain
number of divisions into cupfuls before
becoming exhausted.

At first the requests for the loan of a
cupful had been modestly preferred, and
bad been accompanied usually, by the
apologetic statement that the applicant
had accidentally lost her yeast, and would
be grateful for just a cupful to start apew
with ; or'that ¢ mother had been having
poor luck with her bread lately, and she
thought if she could start afresh with a
little of Mis’ Browne’s yeast, her luck
might ‘turn.’” These neighborly re-
quests were always cheerfully complied
with, but, after a time, as pitchers began
to appear more frequently than cups,
with perhaps the remark.

¢ T thought I'd like enough to start my
yeast and make a batch of bread, too.”
Or, *“You may let me have enough for
two batches of bread, if you will, I can’t
very well bother with making yeast just
now.”

Sister Mary Aun’s patience began to
ghow signs of flagging. Compliments
ceased to have the intended effect. Final-
ly, several peculiarly aggravating little
incidents — ¢ Enough to aggravate the
gtones in the street,” Mary Ann declared
—following each other quickly, brought
things to a crisis.

To be told that, *“ Mrs. B. would like
this quart bowl full of yeast, and she
would like to come to you for what yeast
she needs for a while, for she wants to
get lots of time to sew,” or that, ““ We
don’t intend to depend upon you for yeast
all summer ; after house cleaning is over,
and mother gets back from Portland, we
are going to see about making our own.”
Or, perhaps, as happened once, “I1 am
not going to use this yeast myself, but a
friend who was visiting me yesterday
spoke of a neighbor of hers who wanted
gome, and I thought I'd get some of you
and send it to her.” Or, still worse:
““I've come for some more yeast. I
swapped off that you gave me yesterday,
for some home made beer.”

These were some of the last straws
that broke the back of poor Mary Aun’s
patience.

¢ I must begin to protest,” said she,
“ against being covsidered yeast maker
to the whole community.” And acting
upon a sudden thought she sat down to
reckon up the number of housewives

who had gradually come to depend upon
her for yeast. It will scarcely be cred-
ited, that in a few minutes she had enum-
erated thirty-two.

Is it to be wondered at that Sister
Mary Ann declared for independence on
the spot?

“This thing must be brought to a sud-
den and not untimely end,” she said. “1I
too, have house cleaning to attend to. I
should like ‘ lots of time to sew.” But I
shall never have it while I continue to
make yeast for other people to swap off
for beer.”

And Sister Mary Ann’s mouth took on
a look of resolution that argued ill for
future borrowers (or beggars) of yeast.
I fear my Sister Mary Ann will never
make what most country parishes would
consider a model minister’s wife. She is
gentleness itself, and her mouth was un-
doubtedly *° made for smiles and kisses ;”
but the sweetly-curved lips can, upon oc-
casion, press each other very firmly, and
in any uestion that might arise involv-
ing prineiple, or requiring, for peaceable
settlement, the relinquishing of any one’s
rights in favor of wrong, her own
opinion will never be meekly set aside
for that of any deacon’s wife.

‘ But you will never have the courage
to refuse everybody,” ventured some one,
‘ and how can you accommodate one and
not all?”

“ Truoe,” replied Mary Ann. ‘‘I have
thought of that, and I see that we must
sacrifice ourselves a little. From this
time forward, indefinitely, there is no
more yeast made in this house.”

¢“ 0, Mary Apn!” and ‘“Why, Mary
Ann!” and ‘‘Keep house without moth-
er's yeast, Mary Ann!” were some of the
exclamations of surprise that greeted
this most unexpected putting' down of
Mary Ann’s foot.

“Well,” she continued, calmly pulling
a hassock toward her tired feet, and tip-
ping back luxuriously in her rocking
chair. ¢ I shall be happy to receive sug-
gestions from superior intellects, but I
myself see no other way out of this pre-
dicament, into which I have, I confess,
weakly drifted. It will be hard to do
without that which we have been so long
accustomed to use, and I am sure it will
go to my heart to refuse Mrs. A. or Mrs.
B., for instance, when through sickness
or absence from home they ‘lose’ their
yeast.”

¢ But keep a little on hand—"" some one
began, but,

‘* No,” said Mary Ann, firmly, “if I
keep it for myself and to accommodate a
few friends, I must have it for all who
demand it, or there’ll be a neighborhood
breeze of uncomfortable coolness. I
¢ can’t tell a lie, pa,’ if I have even half &
pint on hand, I cannot say I am ‘ out,’ so
I humbly submit that, for the present,
the only thing for us is yeast cakes.”

And yeast cakes it was, for many
weeks, for it took time to break entirely
off in our neighbors, the habit of run-
ning to ‘ Mis’ Browne’s” for yeast.
Great was the surprise manifested in
more than one guarter at Mary Ann’s
calm announcement.

«1 do not make yeast now, I am using
cake yeast.”

<« But why, why have you left off mak-
ing it?” persisted one of the most invet-
erate of former borrowers.

<« Simply because it is so much work to
make it,” was the reply.

T shouldn’t think it could be a great
deal of work to make enough for your
small family,” rejoined our neighbor.

Sister Mary Ann confessed afterward,
that she ached to reply by hinting at the
difference between a family of four, and
forty families of half a dozen. But she
pradently held her peace, and if our
neighbor swung hexr pitcher somewhat
disvuntcntcdly, as she took her home-

ward way across the flelds, it was not be-
cause of any disagreeable thing that Mary
Ann had said.

111 news travels fast, it is said, but
somehow the fact of Mrs. Browne's yeast
jar having become permanently empty
was much longer in becoming generally
known than had been the fame of an in-
exhaustible supply. One after the other,
nearly all the old * customers” came, to
go away with empty pitchers, amazed
¢ that Mary Aun Browne, such a smart
young woman as she is, should use yeast
cakes to save work !”

Msary Ann refused them all with grace,
not seldom offering assistance, in the
form of oral or written directions for
using or making yeast. But even this
failed vo temper the seeming harshmess
of refusal, many went away much hurt.

It was nearly a year before we ceased
entirely to expect ‘‘little pitchers” at
the back door, bearing mother's big
pitcher to be filled from Mary Ann’s sup-
posed store, and now that we can hear a
knock—or a ring, for not a few pitchers
affected the front entrance—without say-
ing, one to the other, almost invelun-
tarily :

¢ Yeast!”

We realize more fully than ever that in
Sister Mary Amnn, who has so quietly
brought about this better state of things,
this family has indeed a treasure. For v
is an actual fact that, since this revolu-
tion in one department of ‘‘affairs,” the
time saved, and therefore gained, is ap-
preciable from week to week.

A peace bhaving been thus peaceably
conquered, Sister Mary Ann has re-
turned to her first love, home-made yeast,
greatly to the satisfaction of those who
daily gather about the table graced by
her tender, cream-white bread.

It must not be inferred that Mary Ann
is of an unaccommodating or selfish dis-
position. On the contrary, she is one of
the most truly neighborly of women,
always ready to do a neighborly kindness,
ever seeking opportunities for conferring
favors upon her friends. But at the
same time, she is not one who deems it a
Christian grace to be willingly imposed
upon, and she could not with dignity or
self-respect submit longer to what was
fast becoming an imposition upon good
nature. NELLY BROWNE.

SEASONABLE SUGGESTIONS.

I wonder if all the sisters know about
laying feather beds on the snow to cleanse
and renovate them. I only heard of it a
few years ago, and I was so pleased af-
ter giving it a trial that I have practiced
it ever since. Leave them out a few days
if the weather is fine, and turn them over
every day. The stains and solled places
will be faithfully transferred to the snow
beneath. A moist snow is better for the
purpose than when dry. I presume all of
you do not use feather beds, but I am old-
fashioned enough to prefer them to any
thing else for winter use. A nice husk
bed is preferab'e for summer, with a cot-
ton mattress made by taking two pieces
of colored ticking the size of the bed,
and placing several layers of cotton be-
tween, and tying the same as for com-
forts.

We are eating such nice hams this win-
ter that 1 want to give our method of
curing them. Last year we followed di-
rections given by a HousEHOLD sister and
made a complete failure of twelve hams.
This winter I hunted up all the old agri-
caltural papers, recipe books, ete., and
selected one which I thought the most
sensible and tried that, and we pronounce
it a success. Here it is:

To Cure Hams.—One ounce of saltpe-
ter to each ham. One pint of molasses
to one pound of salipeter. Oupe-quarter
pound of salt to eyery pint of molasses,

Heat the mixture until it nearly bolls,
and while hot rub it into the meat well,
especially around the bones. Let the
hams lie one week. Then place them in
strong salt brine three weeks, brine that
will bear up an egg. Remove, and soak
eight hours in fresh water. Hang, and
dry two weeks. Smoke from three to
five days, according to size. Then wrap
up in tar paper and tie close, then tie in
cotton cloth bags. Separate the paper
from the cloth by stuffing in shavings.
Hang near the roof. I have given the
whole formula, though I shall just tie
each one up in a paper flour sack before
flies come, and hang away. I made my-
self a great deal of fuss and worry last
year, sewing up each ham in canvas and
then whitewashing them, but found they
kept no better than by simply tying them
up in paper sacks.

Right here I want to give Alice my way
of making rye and Indian bread. Itis
the way my mother used to make it and
leave it in the big brick oven off the fire-
place over night. Pat the Indian meal
in your bread pan, sprinkle a little salt
in it, and wet it thoroughly with scalding
water when it is cool. Put in an equal
quantity of rye flour, add two gills of
lively yeast, ard mix it with water as
stiff as you can knead it. Let it stand an
hour and a half to rise, on the hearth in
winter. It shonld be put into a very hot
oven and baked two or three hours. This
brown bread is very healthful and pa'ata-
ble, when the flour is good. Rye flour is
very apt to be musty or grown.

The following baking powder will suit
D. G. Six ounces of bicarbonate of so-
da and eight ounces of cream of tartar;
first dry them from all dampness by put-
ting them on a paper, and placing them
in the oven for a short time, then mix
and keep dry in bottles or tin boxes. Use
as other baking powders. It is easily
made, and does not cost over half so
much as to buy them already made. The
trouble is to get the pure cream of tartar,
it is apt to be adulterated.

In these days of forty-five-cent eggs, I
frequently use a large spoonful of snow
stirred in the batter for cakes, johnny-
cakes, gingerbread, etc., the last thing
before putting in the oven, and find it
does wonders. I also use snow in grid-
dle cakes, stirred in the last thing before
baking. FanNy FLETCHER.

HOUSE BUILDING.

Your article on the above subject in
the February number of Tae HOUSEHOLD,
sister Hope, inlerested me so much that
I feel moved to tell you what I know of
the reality of house building on a small
scale. I would like to prove to the read-
ers of Tune Housenorp that people can
be healthy and happy in a small house.
Qur house cost $475 when lumber sold at
twelve dollars per thousand feet. Re-
member we paid for every inch of lum-
ber, every brick, (and there is a solid
foundation under the main part, six feet
high) and every bit of labor in any way
connected with it.

The main part is 16x26 and nearly one
and omne-half stories in height. This
gives a sitting room 12}x15, a bed room
8x12, a closet under the stairway, and a
pantry 34x74. The sitting room is well
lighted by three windows, 236, the bed
room by two. The wing is 12x12. The
stairway opens into the wing, and forms
a right angle in its ascent. A small fruit
closet is opened under the landing, and
accessible from the pantry. The pantry
has the further end taken up by a cup-
beard coutaining two shelves for food
and two drawers, in one of which I keep
towels, napking, and table cloths, in the
other, cutlery, spices, etc. On the side
and above the cuphoard are five shelves
nine inches wide. Under the shelves is &
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flour chest, holding a quarter of a barrel
of flour, and a meal chest about half as
large. Adjoining the flour chest is my
moulding board, attached to a nine-inch
shelf by hinges, and folding back when
not in use, like the lid of an escritoire.
When used for moulding, it is supported
like the leaf of a table. My moulding
board is 13x22 in., and has a rim nailed
round it to keep the flour from sifting off.
Under the moulding board is a water
bench. My canned fruit has not frozen
in my fruit closet, although the ther-
mometer has stood 81 degrees below ze-
ro once this winter. Up stairs we have
two chambers corresponding to our sit-
ting room and bed room down stairs, and
a closet over the pantry, and this, until
recently when we added a summer kitch-
en 8x12, is our home. We find it suffi-
cient for our comfort, (a family of four,)
and it especially stimulates one to habits
of orderliness, for an article cannot have
but one place, and that lost it is homeless.
Of course one can have no room of state,
but it is easier to do without that than to
be the slave of debt. Our house is ex-
ceedingly convenient, and always sweet
and wholesome. We have pleaty of sun-
light, and should fortune bestow on us
no greater luxury, we shall doubtless live
happily and reach a good old age.

Since writing the above, I find that a
sister desires some plans in house build-
ing, and 1 am glad that I was moved to
speak. I hope what I have sald may be
of some use to her. Only let me add em-
phatically, do not let any carpenter or set
of carpenters plan your house or over-
rule your own plans. Any woman with
average gamption can plan a better house
than any disinterested architect be he
never so learned in architectural designs,
better suited, I mean, to her purposes and
tastes, and that is what a house is for
after all. Therefore, plan, and arrange
and re-arrange, until you are suited, and
then fight every carpenter, mason, or
painter, until he allows you.to have your
way. MAGNA RUSSEL.

Ohio.

THIS, THAT, AND THE OTHER.

Number Twelve.

BY THERESA.

I was pleased to read ‘ Our Rights,” in
the January number. Sunnyside does
not often speak, but it is something good
whenever she does, and right to the point
every time. I thought what if her John
should be the flrst man to read it, and
wondered how she would defend herself.
Leave her alone for that! No offence.
Sunnyside and Theresa understand each
other.

Having a large wash on hand, and noth-
ing but hard water, what should we do?
The sal soda was all gone, and the am-
monia bottle nearly empty. We used
what there was, but there was not enough
to do any good. Just then we happened
to think of spirits of turpentine, as we
had used it in former years with good

.success. It was no sooner thought of

than tried, so we poured some into a
bowl of soft soap, not stopping to meas-
ure it, but it steamed up pretty strong,
and another time should not put in guite
as much, not over two or three spoonfuls.
At any rate, it was a great help, and we
never did the rubbing in a shorter time,
nor more easily, besides being a saving
of soap, not using much over one-half
the usual amount. Scalding and rinsing
in plenty of clear water, with the hard
freezing made them very satisfactory.
We have since tried the same with soft
water, on the clothing most soiled, and
found it a help. We think inhaling it in
the steam of the hot suds, might be ben-
eficial to fweak (lungs, [Does any one

think it would be, or is it injurious in any
way?

I was reading in some late paper, what
a lady said about making a pair of cotton
flannel mittens to wear when hanging
out the clothes in the winter, and keep
them in the bag with the clothes pins. I
thought it a good idea, and intended to
make some, but have not had time yet.
It would also be another way of utilizing
the pieces that accumulate. For a pat-
tern, I thought of experimenting with
old cloth, and when omne fitted, rip and
cut by it, making a seam larger all around,
as the flannel takes up, then stitch up on
the machine.

Old almanacs and pamphlets cut into
strips and folded, worn-out paper collars,
and used postal cards, are all useful as
lamplighters. For a receptacle, use a
tumbler, a cracked one will do, or baking
powder can, and decorate as prettily as
you please with decalcomanie pictures,
and set by the match box, or, if you
choose, crochet a cover for them, and
hang in a convenient place. We have
used them for years, and those who never
did, cannot imagine what a saving in
matches it is.

We tried the recipe for * Baked Indian
Pudding,” in the January number, by
Mrs. J. L. Raymond, and found it so
good that I have made a number.

I think if Old Subscriber, in the same
number, would try the following recipe
for cookies, she would have them as
‘““tender and coarse grained,” as she
would like :

Cream Cookies.—One cup of thick, sour
cream, one cup of coffee sugar, one-half
teaspoonful of sods, (if the cream is very
sour, and measured in an extra large cup,
use more,) dissolved in a tablespoonful
of hot water, a level teaspoonful of salt,
and flavor to taste, or they are nice with-
out. Mix soft, and to do this, mix in
carefully a little flour at a time, as one is
apt to get in too much and make them
hard. Roll middling thin, cut out, and
bake quickly in an oven which is * just
right.” Will she please let us know how
she succeeds?

Kate A. M. speaks of an economical
way of making skirts of ribbed socks for
a child, and I think it a good plan. Long
stocking legs either ribbed or plain,
would do for a larger child, and the skirt
could be made still longer if necessary
by plecing up the top with something
else. No matter if there are two or three
colors in the skirt, ‘ combination suits”
are fashionable. She did not tell us what
to do with the feet. Cut out the best
pieces and save for patches, or to cut in-
to strips, and string on carpet warp with
other bits, for the ¢ chenille ” or * cater-
pillar” rugs that are made by carpet
weavers nowadays. Instead of being
woven I saw one coiled and sewed into a
large round mat, but it cannot be as du-
rable a8 woven ones.

Save all nice buff wrapping paper that
comes around goods from the stores, and
make account and note books of it, and
it will be found quite a saving to those
who have much writing to do, and whose
means are small. The books can be
paged, and one can exercise skill in fash-
ioning as fanciful a cover as they wish,
made of the same or pasteboard, and
paste on embossed pictures, if they are
plenty. Plain ones are just as servicea-
ble, however.

Some one advocated the washing of bed
clothes as often in winter as in summer,
as they need it the same. Granting this
to be true, I think the hard work would
do the housekeeper more harm than the
clean clothes would good. Our practice
is to take them to the door in a clear day,
one at a time, to shake and air, and it
sweetens them wonderfully.

Hand knit socks often pay for footing,

by lasting as long as new ones. After

cutting off the feet for that purpose, save
all the good pieces that come from the
top, for patching sock heels and mittens.

One lady told a very good way to sew
on buttons over a knitting needle, and
new to me. We keep all blunted needles
by themselves to sew them on with, which
answer just as well, and the good ones
are saved, which would have become
blunt.

Will those who have frozen beef, try
this method of cooking? It is delicious.
With a sharp knife, shave off thin shav-
ings, put in a spider, cover tight, and
cook, which it will do sufficiently in its
own moisture. When the water is all
done out, add butter and a little salt, and
let fry & moment, stirring constantly with
a knife. If butter is scarce, ¢ fried meat
fat,” lard, or sausage gravy will do.

Formerly we hardly knew what to do
with the latter. Grandmother used to
put it into the soap grease, but that
seems & waste, and we now find several
uses for it, such as mixing some with
the lard for frying doughnuts, some
with pie crust shortening, for seasoning
warmed over potatoes, greasing the pan-
cake griddle, ete.

After all that is said or done about not
allowing the men to have any thing to
say in our paper, the editor does admit
an occasional one to its columns, and
probably will again as he has a right, and
in that case, all must submit, gracefully
or otherwise, whether they would or not.
Connecticut Boy certainly talks well, and
I cannot see as the paper is any the worse
for it. We are amazed, and hardly know
what to say, but must confess, if he has
not misrepresented, and of all classes
‘“ reporters ” should not be guilty of that,
that he is * one of a thousand,” if not one
of ten thousand. Can we do any better,
sisters, than to invite him to call again,
upon condition that he behave as well as
before, and with this, leave him to the
tender (?) mercies of Susan and Lenore?

-

ODDS AND ENDS.

I think many of Tre HOUSEHOLD sis-
ters will be glad to hear of a way to
whiten piano keys which have turned
yellow and dark. Mix together prepared
white chalk, a little sweet oil and sal vol-
atile into a paste, rub on while wet with a
plece of wash leather or chamois skin;
let it remain on until dry, and then re-
move the powder with a large camel’s
hair brush. I have good authority for
these directions, but have not yet tried
them. Will those who make the trial
please report results?

To Carrie, who asks what will remove
fly-specks from gilded frames, I would
say that prevention is better and surer
than cure. Frames and other gilded ar-
ticles may be varnished, when bought,
with good, clear varnish. Any dealer in
such articles will do it if requested, and
usually without extra charge. This does
not hurt the appearance of the frame,
and as with this protection fly-specks
and other soil touch the varnish only,
not the gilding, they can be washed off
with a little milk and water as easily as
from varnished wood-work.

But if this precaution has not been
taken, and the disflguring black spots
have already made their appearance on
the frames, wash them carefully with a
soft cloth and clean, soft water into
which a little milk has been put. The
washing should be done very gently and
very slowly that the specks may soak a
little, and at last come off without bring-
ing the gilding also, as they will be sure
to do if rubbed hard before they are soft-
ened by the water. With the greatest
care, little spots are sometimes left, but
they are not black spots—on the contrary
rather whitish, and consequently not
very noticeable. Gilded frames may be

cleaned in this way several times with
good results. But without the armor of
varnish they will inevitably succumb at
last to their persistent enemies, and find
an ignominious sepulchre in the attic.
If varnished at the time of purchase,
they may be cleaned when necessary,
without harm to their appearance, and
with careful usage will last a lifetime.

A pretty and ssthetic contrivance for
lighting a fea table is a Japanese um-
brella hung from the ceiling the full
length of the handle, top down of course.
About the handle arrange simple tin
sockets for holding candles, half a dozen
in all, in such a way that the spread um-
brella will hide them from the. view of
those sitting at the table. This takes the
place of a chandelier, and is a very cheap
and pretty device, the candles shedding a
soft and agreeable light, in effect like
stained glass, through the richly tinted
paper.

I will give Eva A. a good recipe for roll
jelly cake. Take two eggs, a cup of su-
gar, one-third of a cup of butter, two-
thirds of a cup of sweet milk, two cups
of sifted flour with two teaspoonfuls of
baking powder sifted through it. Flaver
to taste. Beat the butter and sugar to a
cream, then add the milk, then the eggs
well beaten separately. Bake in thin
layers on square biscuit tins, When
done, turn the cakes bottom upward on a
clean cloth, spread on the jelly, then
begin at one end and roll up carefully.
This brings the top of the cake outside,
which is better, as it is a little larger.

I am happy to respond to the request
of Old Subscriber, with a recipe for
cookies which we like 8o well, and which
are so uniformly good when the direc-
tions are exactly followed, that we make
no other. Im a cool, dry place—out of
the reach of childrem and servants —these
cookies will keep good, weeks, almost
months, and consequently are, as all
housekeepers will see, ‘‘ a handy thing to
have in the house,” as a provision for
sudden company, and like emergencies.
We find a stock of them very conducive
to peace of mind.

Take six eggs, leave out the whites of
four, three-fourths of a pound (two
cups) of white sugar, one-half pound
(one full cup) of butter, one teaspoonful
of soda dissolved in a large tablespoon-
fal of vinegar. We sometimes dissolve
the soda in a bit of hot water before put-
ting it in the vinegar, because, while it
should be thoroughly dissolved, the mix-
ture should be stirred into the other in-
gredients before the effervescence ceases.
Care should be taken not to get the dough
too hard with flour. It is, and should be,
very brittle and very soft; but if there is
great trouble about sticking, etc., while
rolling out, this might be avoided another
time by adding a third or scant half cup
of sweet milk. We do this at times, and
some think it an improvement, though
the recipe does not call for milk.

It will be remembered that while the
cookies call for six eggs, the whites of
four are left out. With these four whites
a delicate white cake may be made, for
which I give the recipe.

One cup of sugar, one-half cup of but-
ter, two-thirds of a cup of sweet milk,
one and two-thirds, or nearly two cups
of flour with two even teaspoonfuls of
baking powder sifted with it, whites of
four eggs beaten to a stiff froth and
added last. Flavor with almond, or lem-
on, if preferred.

Hans Dorcomb-will find lemon juice a
good and harmless remedy for ink stains
on the fingers. Tartaric acid is also
good, but must be used with care, as
much of it will roughen the skin. I do
not think ink stains can be removed from
the fingers without acid of some sort;
but if Hans Dorcomb has a strong ob-

jection to the above mentioned remedies,
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she can try sweet milk. Hold the flnger
in it until the objectionable dark spots are
well soaked, then wash in warm water
with a little good soap.

Viola, sage tea rubbed on the scalp is
called very good for falling hair. Wash-
ing the head with salt water, not only
keeps the hair from falling out but makes
it soft. But as it drys, it gives the hair
a dusty appearance, making much brush-
ing necessary, and so is not altogether
pleasant to usé. A physician’s prescrip-
tion given to a patient who was losing
her hair after a fever is this:

Put into a few ounces of alcohol a few
drops of cantharides and a little castor
oil, only a little, just enough to keep the
hair soft. Rub into the scalp two or
three times a week. Castor oil is best
for this purpose, as it is the only oil
which will mix thoroughly with the al-
cohol, not leaving a cloudy appearance.

HeELEN HERBERT.

—To tapioca users let me say, grind
your tapioca in the coffee mill, and you
will find it cooks much more evenly and
quickly. Canned plums are good with
tapioca, and plums are much better if the
skin is removed before canning.

If you add a teaspoonful of baking
soda to your cabbage while boiling, even
dyspeptics can eat it without tasting it
for hours after. GRETCHEN.

RemovinGg INk.—** How can I take ink
out of a carpet?’ asks a correspondent.
If freshly spilled, sponge up all you can,
and put on cold water repeatedly, taking
up with the sponge as much as possible.
Then rub the spot with a little wet oxalic
acid, or salt of sorrel, and wash off at
once with cold water, and rub on some
hartshorn.

—Cod-fish should be purchased in small
quantities, as it is unpleasant about ‘the
house. If putin a dry place it will get
too dry, if too damp it will spoil; it must
be changed from garret to cellar.

—Smoked beef should be kept in a
bag and hung up. While using ham put
in a bag and hang up.

Wasa ¥orR RoOFs AND BUILDINGS.—
Slake lime in a close box to prevent the
escape of steam, and when slaked, pass
it through a sieve. To every six quarts
of this lime, add one quart of rock salt
and one gallon of water. After this, boil
and skim clean. To every five gallons of
this, add, by slow degrees, three-quar-
ters of a pound of potash and four quarts
of fine sand. Coloring matter may be
added if desired. Apply with a paint or
whitewash brush.—Ez.

OHATS IN THE KITCHEN.

Ep. Housenorp:—Katie Stuart asks
what to do with her figs. We make very
nice marmalade of ours in the following
manner : Pick the fruit when so ripe that
the skin is cracked. To one pound of
fruit take three-quarters of a pound of
sugar, and flavor with lemon or not as
preferred. Put the sugar in a porcelain
kettle with as little water as possible to
dissolve it, and when hot add the fruit,
which has been peeled, mashing it with
the spoon; cook until it is smooth and
very thick, but be very careful not to
burn it. Cover with a paper dipped in
alcohol with sugar sprinkled over it, to
keep it from moulding.

Katie, are you a young maiden living
in Downey, Los Angeles Co., Cal., and
have you been fo the San Juan hot
springs, camping for the past two sum-
mers?

Amethyst, of Riverside, Florida, how
do you make orange marmalade? We
have a good many windfalls and green
oranges, and we would like to know how
$o utilize them.

Some one asks how to make raisins.
The business of raisin making is carried

on quite extensively here, they being
made of the Muscat, Sultana and a few
other varleties of grapes. The frait rip-
ens in August and September, is carefully
gathered so as not to injure the beautiful
clusters, and is laid on shallow wooden
trays, which are placed in rows on the
ground in the vineyard, being covered at
nightfall by cloth, Here it remains for
three or four weeks according to the
weather, only needing to be turned over
once during the curing process. Then it
is put into large boxes for a while to
sweat as the stems are now very brittle,
and during this latter process they be-
come tough, allowing the fruit to be
handled without breaking, after which it
is packed in boxes and shipped. The
story of the spies returning from Canaan
to the children of Israel carrying one
cluster of grapes between them upon a
staff does not seem so wonderful now af-
ter seeing a cluster weighing mine and
one-half pounds, but this is an exception-
al one, though those of three to flve are
common.

Thank you, Helen Herbert, we should
be pleased to have you spend the winter
with us, but you might find it rather
rougher living than you may be accus-
tomed to, as these old houses are not
built for convenience, and if it were not
for the almost perpetual sunshine, they
would be quite uncomfortably cold. Even
now I hear the rain dripping through the
roof into the pantry, on to the kitchen
stove, and through the stove pipe hole
down on to the dining room floor. But
we are among the many who live in the
future, hoping for better times, and as
there are six or eight months in the year
when it never rains we don’t mind it
much.

I have wanted to try some of the knit
laces, etc., but what is an amateur to do
when she don’t know the meaning of the
terms, as purl, etc.? In my present state
of ignorance, I am totally at a loss how
to begin any work of the kind.

IDINA.

‘Dear HouseHOLD :—Although I am a
stranger to most of you I don’t mean to
be any longer. This is not my first at-
tempt at visiting you. I have written a
good many letters, but my courage failed
me, 80 I destroyed the letters. I have
known you only a short time, still you all
seem like old friends to me, and I wish I
might see and talk with you all. I enjoy
Rosamond E.'s letters very much. I
wonder why we don’t hear from her of-
tener.

I pity you, Jean, in your lonely hours,
and I hope ere this you have found some
pleasant way of spending your time.
(Can’t you knit? If you have no one in
particular to knit for, why not knit for
the poor? I found myself getting blue
and discouraged one winter, so I knit a
lot of mittens. Our paper boy got a pair,
also the little boy who shoveled the snow
for us. I knit for a good many poor
children that winter, and I never shall
forget how pleased they were, but now I
have four little girls to knmit for, so the
poor won’t fare so well by me.

I have just knit my John a very pretty
pair of mittens. I will tell you how I
knit them. Some of you may want to
knit your Johns a pair. I knit them of
brown Scotch iron yarn, and took up
twenty-two stitches on a needle. First,
I knit a good long wrist of one and one
seam, then two rows of plain, two of one
and one seam, then plain again, and so on.
It makes a very pretty mitten. Shape it
as you would any mitten. I take it for
granted you all know how that is done.
You may have trouble about the thumb
gore, for when you widen, of course it
changes the seams. But make it come
as mear right as you can. It takes a lit-
tle more than one skein of yarn,

I want to tell you how I make brown
bread. I have seen a good many recipes
in Tae HousEHOLD, but none I like so
well as my own. Two and one-half cups
of sour milk, one cup of molasses, one
dessert spoonful of soda, a pinch of salf
and one cup each of Indian, rye, and Gra-
ham meal. Steam all the afternoon, and
bake about half an hour. I think you
will like it. I often soak my hard pieces
of white bread and put in. I think it
improves it very much.

We went to visit ““our grandpa” a
short time ago. The first thing the chil-
dren did, was to run to the barn to see
the cows and ‘“bossys,” about twenty-
four in all, quite a sight for older ones.

I was looking over some papers on the
table one day, and in one of them I no-
ticed Clarissa Potter’s name. She had
written an article on the amusement of
children, and it was good. I think we
neglect our children some in that respect,
at least I do. To-day my children have
had beads to string. That did very well
for a while, but they soon got tired, then
¢ What can I do now, mamma?” If any
of you know of any nice games, or any
thing to amuse the children, please let us
know.

Please, Mr. Crowell, let the gentlemen
write for our paper. ParTY.

DEesr HousgnoLD :—Mrs. J. Lyon asks
in a late number of this paper, how to
clean the nickel plating on stoves and
ranges. Having used the following rec-
ipe for cleaning nickel-plated flat-irons
with success, I think she will find it to
be equally effectual for her purpose: One-
half ounce of prepared chalk, two ounces
of alecohol, and two ounces of aqua am-
monia. Keep in a close bottle and shake
frequently while using. My flat-irons
were very badly discolored, having been
carelessly put upon het coals. They
were also very rough, but this prepara-
tion restored them to nearly their origi-
nal smoothness.

Hans Dorcomb, while preparing a cool-
ing drink for an invalid, I made the dis-
covery that the small quantity of juice
of limes remaining upon the cork of a
bottle had taken several deep ink stains
from my fingers. Probably lemon juice
would be to some degree efficacious, but
the juice of limes, as prepared for mar-
ket is a much more powerful acid. Ox-
alic and other strong acids so freely rec-
ommended are very harmful to the skin,
to say nothing of the danger of having
such powerful chemicals about the house.

Hans Dorcomb truly says there is no
better remedy for a cold than hot lemon-
ade, but I wonder if it is generally known
that the juice of limes mentioned above
is an excellent substitute for lemons when
the latter are scarce. To some tastes
the drink prepared from it is even more
agreeable than lemonade. It is said to
be an excellent remedy for rheumatism,
and from what we know of the causes of
rheumatism and of the effects of the
lime juice on the system, we should be
quite ready to make a trial of it were we
so unhappily afflicted.

NELLIE BROWNE.

Dear HOUSEHOLD : — You graciously
‘¢ opened the ring and let me in” once, so
I have the andacity to try for admittance
again, this time to add my ¢‘ mite,” or in
other words to tell the little that I know.

I wish to tell ‘‘Peggy” that I cleanse
lard jars that have become rancid, by fill-
ing them with good wood ashes, and cov-
ering with water, the suds left from wash-
ing, and let them stand several days or
weeks. I cleansed one in this way last
summer and put apple butter in it this
fall, and it is just as sweet and devoid
of taste and smell as & new jar.

A sister in a recent number asked how

to cleanse porcelain lined kettles that
have become blackened by use, I cleanse
mine by boiling in water in which a
spoonful of soda has been thrown. If
not cleansed frequently it will probably
take more soda and longer boiling. T ac-
cidentally discovered it by putting soda
in beans when cooking.

Some one asked some time ago for
directions for crystallizing grasses. I
never adhered very closely to any pre-
scribed rules, but I think I usually get
about ten cents’ worth of alum, dissolving
it in a half-gallon or more of water, by
boiling it, and when cool, lay in your
crock or jar the grasses tied in bunches,
and pour the water on, allowing it to re-
main a day or two, or till they are cov-
ered with crystals. It is sometimes nec-
essary to lay a light weight on the grasses
to keep them under the water.

And to the lady who asked how to make
worsted balls, I will give my method.
Take a silver fork, or have one made of
wood, which is better only the trouble of
making, with only two prongs, as the in-
side ones are not uneeded and are only in
the way. Wrap your zephyr round the
fork all in a heap till you have quite a
bunch, then sew through the center back
and forth from all sides drawing it very
tightly till all the threads of zephyr are
securely fastened, them draw a sharp
knife across the threads where they pass
round the fork, thus cutting it loose,
then take a clean fine comb and comb the
ends out till it stands out like down, then
trim with a sharp pair of shears till it is
even and smooth. I neglected to say
that it is necessary to fasten the cord by
which it is to be suspended to the ball
before it is cut from the fork. It is im-
portant that they should be very full or
they will look ragged. Instead of mak-
ing a fork, I often just wrap a string
around one blade of my scissors about an
inch from the point. This prevents them
from closing entirely. Wind the yarn
around the points, sewing through the
opening. By moving the string up or
down you can vary the size of the balls,
which is an advantage over the fork.

Fort Lyon, Mo. SNOWFLAKE.

Drar HouseHoLD :—The January num-
ber has just come, and locking from be-
ginning to end I see nothing yet from the
Cape Cod sisters. I have friends on this
end of the cape who make a companion
of Tume HousemoLp, and others who
would not do without it. Isn’t it strange,
letters from Maine to California, but not
a word from us? ¢ Why don’t you write
yourself?” suggests my husband. I can
say it is appreciated and hailed with de-
light by us all. I cannot tell in what de-
partment we are most interested, I find
so much that helps in every part of the
home.

The Mothers’ Chair always has some
good word of advice or encouragement.
I’d like to ask some sister what amuse-
ment or employment there is for boys of
eight? My two girls I manage nicely,
but my one boy gets uneasy, or worse,
unhappy, if conflned to the house.

Can’t something be done for these sad
Johns? I don’t know them. Like Es-
telle, with the time extended to two times
six years, our ‘honeymoon has never
waned.” Wouldn’t a page given to such
husbands, influence the others?

I have tried many of the recipes, and
find them perfectly satisfactory. I would
like to specify if I had time. I will send
my recipe for dark chocolate cake which
has never failed me. One and one-half
cups of brown sugar, one-half cup of
butter, three eggs, one-half cup of milk,
two cups of flour,” with two scant tea
spoonfuls of yeast powder. Scrape three
squares of chocolate in a small dish, add
five tablespoonfuls of brown sugar, place
it over the teakettle, stir until smooth,
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add to the other ingredients, and flavor.
I always use vanilla and bske in a biscuit
pan.

Thanking the many sisters for their help
to me and wine, I am happy to sign my-
self, OXNE OF THE SISTERS.

Provincetown, Mass.

Dear Housenorp:—I have noticed
quite a mnumber of inquiries in THE
Houvsenorp in regard to patting up but-
ter for winter. 1 will tell my way. I
scald my milk summer and winter by put-
ting it over a keitle or frying pan of boil-
ing water. Just scald the milk, not boil.
The cream rises before it sours in sum-
mer, and before it gets bitter in winter.
I let the milk stand from one milking till
the next before scalding wunpless the
weather is warm enough to sour the
milk in that time, then I scald it while
fresh. Never let the cream stand after it
is turned sour before churning it for keep-
ing. After churning I work my butter
in a wooden tray with a wooden padadle,
and salt to taste. I never wash my but-
ter if it comes hard, if not, it is not fit to
pack. Inten or twelve hours, or perhaps
the next morning, I take a large towel
or cloth, rub it thoroughly in hot water,
then in a pan of cold water, wring out,
and spread several thicknesses on a table
or board for the purpose, and work the
butter on that cloth. Wring the cloth
out in cold water as it absorbs the milk
and brine. This leaves the butter with-
out a particle of moisture in or outside
your butter balls. With a pound or two
pounds in a ball wrapped in thin cloths
and packed in clean jars or kegs, with
brine made as strong as salt will make it,
and ahout an ounce of saltpeter to brine
enough for a ten gallon keg of butter,
my butter keeps good till it is used up in
the spring. That isthe verdict of peo-
ple that use it. Try it and report.

Mgs. A. M. KING.

Corvallis, Benton Co., Oregon.

Drar Housenorp :—I think I am entl-
tled to 2 membership in the Band. My
first HousemoLp is dated July, 1868. I
have every number except two or three
which were loaned and never returned.
What a fand of knowledge I ought to
have after reading such an instructive
paper 8o many years. During all these
years my pen has been silent, not because
[ have not protited by the many usefu!
things I have read, but because so many
have expressed just what I would have
said.

But among the many helpful articles
written about and advertised, I have
never seen the Champion Steam Cooker
mentioned. I purchased one last summer
of an agent and it has more than met my
expectation. With a good oil stove and
the cooker, cooking last summer was far
from being a burden. This winter I find
the cooker just as desirable. We all
know how unpleasant -the steam from a
boiling Ekettle is on a cold day, not only
injuring paint and paper, but ecausing the
windows to frost, making the house seem
dreary. To-day I have cooked a boiled
dinner, and though it has been very cold
there was no steam, consequently no
frost. When we take into consideration
the improved quality of food, meats re-
taining all their juices, the number of dif-
ferent articles cooked at the same time,
and the great saving of fuel, I consider
it a household necessity. Sisters, if an
opportunity oflers, purchase one, and I
think you will agree with me that they
are all they are recommended to be.

Farmington, N. H. SisTER C.

Dear HOUSEHOLD :—'—Although bul a re-
cent subscriber, 1 have been so interested
and cheered as well as instrucied by the
perasal of your pages, that I would like
to add my mite for the gencral good. I

have been especially interested in the
letters from yoang housekeepers, and re-
membering the many trials and vexations
through which I passed when I was a
young housekeeper, one of which was the
trouble I had with kerosene lamp burn-
ers becoming gummed up so the wick
would not move, and I know not how
many I have thrown away as useless,
which, if T had known how to cleanse
them, would have been as good as new.
I want to tell the sisters how to cleanse
them by a process so simple that all may
easily profit by the information. Take
any old kettle, pail or dish which does
not leak, and put a quart of water and a
pint of wood ashes into it, and put it on
the stove. Put in the burners and let
them boil half or three-quarters of an
hoar, stirring them around in the lye oc-
casionally. Take them out and wash
them, and be sure to dry them thoroughly
before putting the wicks in again, as the
least bif of water on the wick will make
the blaze sputter and snap. 7This method
is 80 simple that when I first heard of it,
which was but recently, I was vexed that
I had not known it before, but was de-
lighted with the result of the trial.

I want to thank the sister who recom-
mended copperas to make fuchsias bloom.
I have a beautifal, large plant which has
refused to bloom all winter, and now, af-
ter applying copperas, it has six buds,
which give promise of blossoms in the
near future.

I am so thankful for house plants, for
with a family of nine, with four children
attending school, I have go little time to
enjoy the beauties out of doorsg, that I
am grateful for those which will thrive
in doors. EMMa.

Drar HouseHoLD:—As we have just
finished one of those California houses
which are plastered with thin cotton
cloth, I thought it would be well to give
some hints about papering, hints which
Ishould have been glad to have read three
months ago, as John and I were novices
in beginning we know a great deal more
now than we did at first. For the paste,
to a quart of flour, add a teaspoonful of
soda and a tablespoonful of salt. Mix it
smooth with hot water, then add boiling
water till it is the consistency of thick
cream. Keep it on the stove only long
enoungh to boil. Set aside till nearly cold,
then strain through a colander, adding
hot water if too thick. Use the paste
cold. It can be made the day before us-
ing just as well.

For the papering, have a board the ex-
act width of the paper, and as long as
your wall is high. Lay the paper on the
board and cut it off. Spread the paste
on evenly with a new whitewash brush.
Turn the bottom of the paper back two
or three feet to make it easier to handle,
then lift the paper at the top to the ceil-
ing, and when you have it matched, press
it to the wall, then let the helper turn
back the bottom, and press the whole
piece to the wall with a soft brush broom.
Do not use any rags as it is almost im-
possible to keep the paste off the right
side of the paper. Do not have a fire in
the room till your paper has been thor-
oughly dry for a week, longer if possible,
Where we have followed this plan our
paper is neither wrinkled nor cracked.

Can any of the sisters tell me how to
clean or brighten zinc?

I have looked in vain for the answer to
some sister who asks for directions for
crocheting a deep border for a square
shawl. T also am in need of them.

Mgs. Joux.
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LETTERS TO THE HOUSEHOLD.
DEAR HoOUBEHOLD:—May I come “to the

fore” and say a word in commendation of A

Connecticut Boy? 1 was brought up in o family

where paterfamilias did not counsider it be-

neath his dignity to stir up a ‘“hoe cake” when
the mistress of the household was ailing, (as was
not infrequently the case,) albeit he was a pro-
feesional man of no small note. Candor com-
pels me to say, he was somewhat pulled up with
hig varied accomplishments, and was not infre
quently heard to eay, I conld have cooked that
steak better myself,” or, “It is a misfortune to
have good food spoiled by such wretched cook-
ing; why, I could bave taught them befter.”
These utterances were usually heard when he
had been forced to take some meal away from
his own dining room.

He especially prided himeelf on bhis oyster
stews, and I think never thoroughly enjoyed one
over which he did not preside, from the strain-
ing of the juicy bivalves to the final blending of
cream and oyster juice. T do not propose to fur-
nish a liet of his capabilities in the culinary line.
But many an accomplished home mother might
have ““sat at his feet,” and learned wisdom in
more ways than one. Withal, he wag, (oris,) no
Mr. Bettyman, with a prying nose for every
thing that might “ gang agley " in the kitchen de-
partment, and never, unless the exigencies of the
case demanded, made his appearance in the
kitchen. But when he did, how we girls stood
around with admiring eyes, to witness the deftly
handled sauce pans, the skill and rapidity with
which eggs and corn meal, that very prosaic and
commonplace grain, were transmuted with the
golden muflins which had so appetizing a flavor
for us youngsters. We meckly handed things
from the pantry or the store closet, buttered the
patty pans, (we had no stone puff cups or iron
gem pans then,) and were then graciously al-
lowed to wash the corking dishes.

We reverenced our father in his professional
capacity. We thought he had no equal. Butin
the kitchen—he rore to a dignity that was sub-
lime. We grew older, and were permitted to try
our hands at these mighty mysteries of evolu-
tion, and no praise was so grateful to our ears
as cne word of sa'isfaction from the paternal
head of the house. It was well to have our dear,
kind mother’s praise, she who taught us our deft-
handedness, and had patience with onr innumer-
able failures, but she was a creature of like mould
with ourselves. That our father, who was at
home with Hebrew and reveled in Greek roots,
and for all we knew, wrote his essays and ser-
mons in Sanserit, should understand the practi-
cal details of the kitchen economy, never ceased
to be a wonder and mystery to us, until we were
beyond the bounds of childhood. In later years,
we ventured to ask him where he learned so
much thai had been helpful in the family, and
how he had the opportunity of so doing?

The boys of our own family were not permitted
to be drones in the familv hive, but none of them
possessed the talent of their papa: or they very
cautiously repressed it. On being questioned,
he would reply.

“] bad an alling mother, and for some time in
my boyhood, my father and older brothers were
away from home, often fordays ata time. Fath-
er’s business took him to Boston and New York,
an'l traveling in those days was not accomplished
with the rapidity of the present day. I saved
my mother's steps, and I learned to do many
things for her in cooking, that she might rest. I
have never been sorry; many times our home
would have been very uncomfertable had I not
possessed some knowledge in the combination of
flour and eggs, or had been unable to toss up an
omelet or cook a mutton chop. You all know
whether I can make a cup of coffee.”

He would generally finish with a word of ad.
monition to the boys. “I have always made ita
rule whenever I have had an opportunity to see
any thing done to learn all I could about it, in
the time I had. Sometime I might find that
knowlege useful. Remember this boys, and act
upon it, neyer lose an opportunity of learning
any thing. Be sure there will come a time when
you can use it.”

It is just so with gentlemen and housework,
sometimes the ready hands and tired feet of
the mother must droop; then who is to take up
her distaff? Will any right thinking person
call the husband and father a betty.a * Miss
Nancy,” beczuse hero.like, he puts himself in
the breach, and finds (to his amazement some-
times) that he is equal to the emergency? Is
it an honest or an honorable young man who
can git idly by while the mother or sister brings
coal from the cellar, or water from the well?
No gentleman at heart, can do it.

It is a man's work to do all in his power to lift
the loads from mother, sister or wife, which are
imposed Ly the cares of a hourehold. Let moth-
ers bring up their sons to a true manhoed, to be
Christian gentlemen. Then will they feel it as
honorable a duty to lighten the burden of care
which rests on wife or mother; in fact, as im-
pérative a duty, as did the knights of old to suc-
cor any distressed maiden or wife ““ even unto
death.”

1 am proud to say, I brought up my sons, as 1
did my daughters; to help themselves and to
help each other, and to consider no honest effort
for their own support or another’s assistance, at
all degradinrg. * Worth makes the man, the
waunt of it, the fellow.” Alas, that the * want of
it” is so frequently met with In these degener-
ate days!

1 shake hands with Connecticut Boy across the
pages of THE HousEHOLD and for one, welcome
him to its pages. He can add two gentlemen for
me Lo his rank and file, in the persons of sons,
who are never “ too busy*” or ‘‘too weary” Lo
take steps for mother. ONLY WAITING.

DEAR HOUSEHOLD:—1 have just finished a
piece of work and am so proud of it, that I has-
ten to tell you of it, to see if any have done bet-
ter. Out of three.fourths of a yard of navy blue
flannel, twenty.eight inches wide, T have made a
dress pretty enough for any child five and a balf
vears old.

First, I looked at the flannel, and it seemed dis-
couraging to think of making a dress, but it had
to be done, 8o I went up attic and looked over my
rage, and found & child's dress skirt of cardinal
red cashmere, old and worn, but decided it would
do. This I washed and pressed. Then I folded
my flannel, edges together, and laid onit-a pat-
tern of a sack dress, the back edge on the sel-
vege of the flannel, and the front on the fold.
The seams of the pattern were pinned together
under the arm. Then I eut out the neck, shoul-
ders and arm holes, and measuring the length of
dress, cut it off straight across the bofttom. I
then eut six slits ten inches long, up from the
bottom, at equal distances apart, after turning
over a hem at the back.

Now I took a bit of cambrie, ten and a half
inches long, four and a half inches wide at one
end and tapering to a point at the other. I cut
six of these, and six of cashmere, two inches
wider and a little longer. I gathered this cash-
mere six times across, and sewed on the cambric
in little puffs. I run these gores in the flannel
dress, stitched it on the right side, finished the
battom of the dress with a narrow ruflle an inch
wlde, of the cashmere.

As there was not enough flannel to make whole
sleeves, I put a puff of fonr inches drep on top
of sleeves, and a binding of red on the hoftom.
1 was a day and a half making the whole dress,
(ircluding my housework,) and [ think any one
would call the dress very pretty and think it was
made that way purposely. The gores could have
been made of plaid and it wonld be pretty and
less work. I hope these direetions are plain if
any other mother has to do guch work.

Looking over the last IIoUSEHOLD, and read-
ing the bit from Connecticut Boy, T wonder how
that boy happened to grow up. Such boys gen-
erally die young. This is not earcasm, but in
sober earnest. 1 brought up a boy to help me,
that same way, but as soon as he hecame a man
(or large ennugh to be no longer a boy) he drop-
ped all thoge helpful ways as easily as (shall I
say?) a duck gheds water. OLD MRS. CARRIE.

DEAR HOUSEHOLD :—I should like to drop in-
to the circle for a moment just to offer a New
Year’s greeting to all, and welcome the new cor-
respondents, who, I think, ought to be made to
feel at home among us.

The hrides who begin their housckeeping with
THE HOUSEHOLD for a wedding present are fa-
vored beyond many of their sisters, and surely
will be saved many mistakes by the opportuniiy
thus gained of supplementing their own stock
of wisdom with that of so many older, and more
experienced ‘ house mothers,” as the Germans
phrase it.

While extemling a hand to young Farmer's
Wife, I will say that if every thing in her home
goes on systematically, Jeaving plenty of time to
read and sew and ride and walk and entertain
company, she may well be merry and cheerful.
But she is not quite justified in covcluding that
the accounts of less fortunate sieters are neces-
sarily overdrawn because she has not found in
farm life serious obstacles to surmount. It is
most true, as she sagely concludes, that “ hus-
bands have considerable to do toward making it
endurable;” and she should remember that hus-
bands are very “ various,” and some of them
sometimes have considerable to do toward mak-
ing the life unendurable.

Honolulu, I have found, like vou, how well
suited to its possessor is the name of Sweet
Alyssum. 1 am sure many will join me in wish-
ing that life may prove as sweet to her as she i#
to her friends.

But oh, Honolulu! with *three dear, good
brothers and a husband whe do everv thing but
find fault,” vou are too exceptionally favored to
be a fair judge whether it is or is not cruel that
men in general should be excluded from the
sacred circle of our HOUSEBOLD. Not that 1
have any thing to say against their admission.
Far from it. I should be glad to find them suf-
fielently interested in our thoughts, aspirations
and occupations to like to walk in among us with
question, comment, or helpful suggestion. But
if they condescend to come and talk to us, let
them also condescend, for that short space of
time, at least, to look upon us as in some meas-
ure reasonable beings, who may understand, and
sometimes, perhaps, even be convineed by argu-
ments which do not * take the shape of a new
dress or bonnet.”

And, Connecticut Boy, I must stop just here
and bid you a hearty welcome. 1 should like to
shake hands with you. You are an honor to
yourself and to soclety. If there arve othex boys
in this layge family who can show a record like
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that, I for one, hope we may hear from them. I
think I can safely promige, in the name of all,
that they will meet with no black looks or sharp
words, not even from the shrews among us;
but, on the contrary, the choicest praise and ap-
preclation in our power to bestow.

By all means let those come forward, whether
men or women, who understand household work,
its importance and its difficalties, and so may
have a just appreclation of both the failures and
the successes the worker may meet with in car.
rying it on. HELEN HERBERT.

DeEArR HOUSEHOLD:—A sister acquaintance
who shall be nameless, has been requested to
give her mode of dressing, especially her expe-
rienca with the divided skirt, by our dear friend,
Helen Herbert. Belng rather modegt, she wishes
me to write for her, and as Huldah Keith wishes
for patterns, I offer them in the Exchange Col
umn.

I will first tell you her former mode of dress-
ingy and then show yon how the divided skirt
lightened the welght of clothing and number of
garments, First was worn a combination suit,
high-necked and lonyg-sleeved, and reaching to
the ankles, of merino. Having tried both flannel
and merino, contrary to Helen, she prefers the
merino. Next was worn a comfort corset with the
long front steels replaced by very small ones.
(1f you must wear the usual style of corset, pray
sew straps over the shoulders, about two inches
each s'de of the middle of the back, over to the
outside of the bust.) Over the corset, answer-
ing both for corset cover and chemise, was worn
a high-necked, sleeveless, French chemise of gray
flannel. For the benefit of those who have not
seen these, I will explain that they are cut like a
polonaise, an extra skirt breadth being fulled in
at the back, where a basque would end. These
are very pretty and convenient either in flannel
or muslin. Gray flannel drawers were alse worn,
then a short flannel skirt, then a long flannel
skirt, and finally the dress.

On reading Helen’s first article on the divided
skirt, she determined to try it, but not having
sufficient courage to wear it as a dress, devised
the plan of having it replace other undergar.
ments. After several experiments with old ma-
terial, she perfected her pattern, and now re-
joices in a great deal more freedom. At first the
long flannel skirt was discarded. Finding her-
self uncomfortably warm, the short flannel went
next, and then the flannel drawers. The divided
sklirt being of flannel replaced all these, and be
ing attached to the corset by five buttons, gave a
delightful sense of light-footedness that she
wishes all the sisters might experience. In the
summer the flannel is replaced by the usual two
white skirts, but cut after the same pattern as
one divided skirt, and answering the purpose of
fullness equally well, while saving a large
amount of sofling from contact with the heels,
the forward foot not disturbing the other skirt
and soiling it by dragging it against the other
heel. Those whose tired backs are exercised on
ironing day over innumerable white skirts, will
appreclate this. Illoping this will satisfy Hul-
dah and interest many others, I remain

A VOTARY OF IIELEN HERBERT.

DEAR HOUSEHOLD :—I want to tell the sisters
of the Band what we did for our year-old baby
when she was badly scalded. Haven't we read
time after time what was good for burns? Of
course we have, but we neglected to “ stick a pin
there,” and oh! how helpless we did feel as we
held the screaming little one in our arms, and
couldn't remember any of the many things we
had read about that were good. But my good
angel came to my relief, and suggested that
somewhere in THE HOUSEHOLD we had read
that a paste of flour and water would ease the
pain. Hastily preparing some, we covered the
whol& raw surface with it. The result was mag-
fcal. To our intense relief and astonishment,
in fifteen minutes or less, the convulsive sobbing
and twitching had ceased, and soon our little pa-
tlent was asleep. When she awoke she was
ready to sit on her mother’s lap, and laugh and
play, and she slept nearly all the first night, when
we had feared none of us would sleep at all.
The next day or two we applied a simple poul
tice as the burn was a deep one, to take out the
swelling and inflammation, and afterwards we

. dressed it with carron oll, a mixture of equal
parts of sweet oil and lime water, which is, I be-
lieve, the best dressing known for soothing and
healing burns and scalds. The little one got
along very nicely, not suffering much except
when the burn was being dressed, and although
the place was six weeks or more in healing, she
did not take cold in it, nor have any drawback.
You who have little ones, write this on the
‘*blackboard of your memory :® Raw flour paste,
then sweet oil and lime. During my stay ina
western sanitarium, a dozen people who were
scalded in a railway accident, were brought
there for treatment, and the carron oil was the
chief healing agent relled on there. Perhaps
sometime I may tell you something of sanltari-
um lfe.

Emlly, those cooky recipes were just In time
for us. At the very time the November num-
ber was recefved, we had on hand g lot of
“ gpectmens,” the kind that lasts you know,

tough and hard as brick bats, of which the
good man mildly wondered what was the mat-
ter. I did not tell him, though I knéw well
enough, but when the piper came, I quietly
read aloud your little note of * sympathy,” yon
would have laughed to see the comical look
he gave me. Yesterday 1 made some “Emily
Hayes cookies” just the sight and smell of which
made him smile beautifully. Many thanks for
the recipes.

I wonder if Rena Roes has tried the wire pota-
to mashers, priee ten cents. We think they do
thelr work as well as a fork, and so much easier.
In haste, as letter writers always are,

CAYUGA.

DEAR CONNECTIOUT BOY :—Where In the siate
can I find you? I am a Connecticut girl, and
often read the letters in THE HOUSEHOLD with
much interest, yours of January in particular.
It was just to the point. I often think why
should not & man assist us in some of the drudg-
ery of housework, filling water pails, coal scut-
tles, etc. I just hate a man in the kitchen unless
he 18 of some use, this kicking open stove doors,
peeping into pots and kettles, Hfting the stove
lids to see If coal is needed without any idea of
putting it on did it require any. I havea brother
similar to the one you write about, and I have
often thought 1 have been impatient and cross to
him, when he would not do some little work for
me, but your letter has changed my mind com-
pletely. 1 have been a martyr in the past, but in
the future I shall endeavor with the aid of your
letter pinned in my dusting cap where my tor-
ment of a brother can see it at every turn of his
head to train him to be more like this Connecti
cut Boy, “ A thing of beauty and a joy forever.”
I am delighted to find in the world, in the same
state, a person who thinks such femaies abused,
and that person a man! Congratulate your
mother, and wife if you have one; if you have
not the latter, beware! It's leap year, and such
a heart’s ease should not *‘lose its sweetness on
the desert alr.” CONNECTICUT GIRL.

HOUSEHOLD RECIPES.

To Make GLUE.—A good glue is made
of two parts gum tragacanth, one part gum ara.
bic, and a drop or two of carbolic acld to keep
it from gouring or getting musty.

MRS. VICTOR.

Carror Pre.—To the sister who wished
for a recipe for cooking carrots, I would say they
make excellent pies treated the same as squash.
They taste very much like squash. Berape, slice,
boil tender, and rub through sleve or colander.
Take one tablespoonful of carrot, one egg, and
one cup of milk to each pie, and sugar, salt and
spices to taste. 1 prefer ginger and cinnamon,
or ginger and nutmeg. Don't omit a pinch of
salt to each pie. M.E. W.

TarT SHELLS :—One cup of lard, white
of one egg, one large spoonful of white sugar,
three large spoonfuls of water, and a little salt.

MgS. A. E. STANNARD.

Mock Lemox Pie. — One-half cup of
sugar, yolks of two eggs, one-half cup of sweet
milk and one half cup of water; beat the eggs,
add the rest, beat all together, and place in a
crust the game as for a custard pie. When done,
beat the whites of the eggs to a stiff froth, add a
tablespoonful of sugar, and one teaspoonful of
extract of lemon, spread over the ple, return to
the oven and brown. This makes a small pie.

KATRINA.

To PREPARE SPINACH. — One Who
Wants to Know, aske how to prepare spinach
for the table. The following is my way of doing
it: Strip the leaves from the stems, wash them
thoroughly, and boil twenty minutes in water to
which salt has been added. Draln through a col.
ander. Mix together a tablespoonful of flour,
one-half cup or one cup of sour cream, and a lit.
tle black pepper. Put the spinach back into the
pot, stir the gravy into it thoroughly, and serve.
We generally cover the spinach in the bowl with
fried eggs, and think it an excellent dish.

To Coox Carrors.—V. P. will find
carrots cut into pieces of from two to thrce
inches long, and a quarter of an inch thick, very
nice, if boiled as the spinach, leaving out the
eggs. They are also good laid in vinegar the
same a8 beet pickles.

Toma1o Sour.—To one pint of canned
tomatoes, or four large raw ones cul up fine, add
one quart of bolling water and let them boil,
then add one teaspoonful of eoda, immediately
add one pint of sweet milk with salt, pepper and
plenty of butter. When this boils, add eight
small erackers rolled fine and serve. It makes
enough for a family of six or elght.

Mzs. E. TAELEN,

SroNGE Drops.—Three eggs—beut the
whites to a stift froth—add yolks, one cup of

sugar, and one heaping coffee cup of flour into
which a teaspoonful of cream of tartar and one-
half teaspoonful of soda are thoroughly mixed,
flavor with lemon, and drop with a teaspoon on
buttered tin sheets three inches apart. Bake in-
stantly. They are very nice.

FRIEND OF THE HOUBEHOLD

Goop CorN BrREAD.—Mrs. S. asks for
a good corn bread recipe. This is excellent:
One pint each of wheat and Indian meal, one
cup of sugar, one tablespoonful of lard, one tea-
spoonful of salt, two eggs, two teaspoonfuls of
baking powder, or one teaspoonful of soda, and
one quart of milk or cold water. Bake iwo
hours. GRETCHEN.

OxNE, Two, Turege, Four Cike.—Two
cups of granulated sugar, one cup of butter,
beat sugar and butter to a cream, four eggs beat-
en, one cup of milk, four cups of flour, a small
teaspoonful of soda, one teaspoonful of cream
of tartar, one and one-half cups of ralsins, and
flavor with lemon or nutmeg.

Cup Cake —One cup of butter, two
cupe of suwar, one cup of milk, four eggs, four
cups of flour, a smull teaspoonful of soda, and
flavor with lemon.

Nur Cake.—Two cups of sugar, one
eup of butter, three cups of flour, one cup of
cold water, four eggs, one teaspoonfnl of roda,
two teaspoonfu's of cream of tartar, and two
cups of hickory nuts carefully picked out and
added last of all.

VineGaw Pie.—One-half cup of water,
one-half cup of molasses, one cracker, a little
salt and nutmeg, and one tablespoonful of vine-
gar.

Birp's NEsT PUDDING.—DPeel and core
with a scoop enough apples to cover the bottom
of your dish, and flll up the holes with sogar,
sprinkle one ounce of sugar over them, add a
Httle lemon peel and nutmeg, cover the whole
with water and bake an hour. If eaten hot let 1t
stand five minutes.

CustarD CorN Caxke.—One-half cup of
sour milk, one and one-half cups of sweet milk,
one-half teaspoonful of soda, one tablespoonful
of melted butter, one tablespoonful of sugar,
and about four small handfuls of Indlan meal.
This will seem thin, but when baked twenty
minutes in a hot oven it is very much like a thick
custard. 1t is very nice. MRs.J. M 8.

Prum Pupping.—Five cups of siale
bread, two cups of beef suet, ¢ight eggs beaten
light with two tablespoonfuls of rugar, one.-half
teaspoonful of ecloves, one blade of mace, one
nutmeg, one-half in the pudding one-half in the
sauce, three pounds of ralsins, stoned, two
pounds of currants, one-half pound of citron,
and one teaspoonful of salt. Wet the bread with
milk, rather soft, then add the eggs, suet, and
flour enough to hold together, and tie it tight in
a strong drilling cloth, Have ready a kettle of
bolling water, in the bottom of which is an earth-
en plate. Cook for six hours without allowing
the water to stop bolling. E.J.P.

BakiNG POWDER. — Ed. Houschold : —
D. G. asks for a recipe for baking powder. Take
fourteen ounces of cream of tartar, six ounces
of biecarbonate of soda, and one ounce of corn
starch, Mix them thoroughly. This is equal to
any in the market, and much superior to many
brands of powder, and costs less than forty cents
per pound full weight.

Bay Rum.—Mrs. H. P. asks for recipe
for bay rum. The ingredients can be had at any
drug store. Take a pint bottle, and drop seven-
ty-ive drops of oil of bay, five drops of oil of
orange, and flve drops of oll of allspice into it,
and pour on it nine fluld ounces of ninety-five
per cent. alcobol, and shake the bottle well to cut
the olls. Fill the bottle with water and put a
pinch of cleavers into the bottle to color the
1tquid, cork 1t securely, and digest for eight days,
shaking frequently. Filter or strain and you
will have a Most excellent article of bay rum.

Harr Wasa.—If Viola will try the fol-
lowing for her hair I think she will be pleased
with the result: Two fluid ounces of glycerine,
two and one half fluid drachms of tincture of
Spanpish fly, two fluld drachms of water of am-
monia, one fluid drachm of rose water, and one-
bhalf pint of bay rum. Mix thoroughly and
bathe the scalp frequently. ANITA.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

ED. HOUSEHOLD :—A lady of our Band wanted
a little information in coloring black. For five
pounds of goods, sumac, wood and bark togeth-
er, three pounds. Boil one-half hour, and let the
goods steep twelve hours, then dip in lime water
one-half hour, then take out the goods and let
them drip an hour, add to the sumac llquor eight
ounces of copperas, and dip another hour; run
them through the tub of llme water for iifteen
winutes, Make a new dye with two and one-half

pounds of logwood, by boiling one hour, dip
again three hours; add bichromate of potasgh, two
ounces, to the logwood dye and dip one hour.
Wash in clear cold water and dry in the shade.
You may say this I8 doing too much, butI assure
you a good color. ELSA JONES.

Ed. HOuseHOLD :—Can any one Inform me
through your columns what will cure the chil-
blains® Have tried so many different cures, but
all have falled.

I would also like to say I can’t imagine why so
many find so much fault with the lace directions.
I have tried & great number and have found them
all correct. MRgs. M. HOWARD.

Bloomington, Il.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—I should like to ask how to
make candled orange peel, also chocolate
creams? I can never get the chocolate on right.
Also a recipe for stopping hair from falling out.

X. Y. 2

Will Dr. Hanaford explain the symptoms by
which inflammation may be distingulshed from
congestion—inflammation of the brain from con-
gestion of the brain, inflammation of the lungs
from congestion of the lungs, ete? Also, can a
boy be cured of walking ** pigeon toed,” or turn-
ing his toes in in walking, and how?

MAYNA RUSSEL.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—Will some of the southern
sisters Inform me how to make rice griddle
cakes? Also, how to use conserve of roses.

F.M.W.P.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—Please say to Mrs. J.
Lyons that ammonia and whiting will clean nlck-
el plating nicely. Make Into a paste and apply,
then rub until bright with another cloth. IbDA.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—Please ask the sisters how
to stew and can apples at this time of year when
they are decaylng, for the months of June and
July, when fruit is searce.

FRIEND OF THE HOUSEHOLD.

Ep. HOUuSEHOLD :—Will some reader of THE
HOUSEHOLD please tell a subscriber how to make
soft soap? A FOREIGNER.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—I send Alice my recipe for
steamed brown bread. One qguart of rye meal,
one pint of corn meal, one teacupful of molasses,
one teaspoonful of soda, one teaspoonful of salt;
mix soft enough with tepid water to pour into
your buttered dish, steam four hours, then put
the bread in the oven, and bake slowly twenty
minutes.

To Oca, I will say I think it must be colored
sugar that was used in the cake she thinks looks
80 nice. 1 have eaten layer cake, the middle lay-
er having a dark pink shade of sugar in it.

F.A. Woob.

To renovate alapaca or black cashmere dress
goods, rip the dress and fold the pieces ready
to place into a preparation made as follows:
Two ounces of borax, one ounce of gum ara-
bie, dissolved before adding to the mixture
enough hot rain water to cover the goods, which
should be made very blue with bluing, such as is
used in rinsing white clothes. Stand until cold,
or over night. 1f needed, one tablespoonful of
the extract of logwood can be added, wmix well
before adding the goods. Press on the wrong
side, very wet, with hot irens. E.I.P.

DEAR HOUSEHOLD :—If Ora will get five cents’
worth of cochineal at the drugglsts’ and mix with
a little of the white batter, she ean shade it as
she desires and make a beautiful cake.

Mrs. Francisco can bleach halr by using bak-
ing soda in the water. (I have done it.) Repeat
every day.

A good liniment 18, one part ammonia and two
parts sweet ofl. This will invigorate the scalp,
and I think Viela will find her halr growing
thiok. IDALIA.

Ep. HousgnoLDp :—If M. H. E. will take the
advice of one who has tried the letting alone
principle in the case of discharge from a child’s
ear, caused by scarlet fever, she will not delay
one-half hour to take her litile girl to the best
aurist within ber reach. It is a most serious
matter and should not be tampered with by any
unskilled hand. M. €. B.

To M. H. E. Three years ago, my daughter,
aged nine, had the scarlet fever and measles
combined. 1t left her with a discharge from one
ear. I tried many things without benefit, till this
was recommended for trial by the attending
physician: Take the petals of the flower of the
common mullein, put them in a boltle, cork tight
and hang in the sun for a week or more; there
will be a fragrant dark colored liquid, which
draw off, and drop a drop or two into the ear oc-
caslonally. Three applications cured my daugh-
ter, who bad been troubled for several months.

Mnis, M, E. MYERS,
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The Parler,

LIGHTS AND SHADES.

The gloomiest day hath gleams of light,
The darkest wave hath bright foam near it;
And twinkles through the cloudiest night
Bome solitary star to cheer it.

The gloomiest soul is not all gloom,
The saddest hour is not all sadness;
And sweetly o'er the darkest doom
There shines some lingering beam of gladuess.

Despair Is never quite despair,
Nor life nor death the future closes;
And round the shadowy brow of care
‘Will hope and faney twine their roses.
—Mrs, Hemans.

TOM KINKLE AND HIS FRIENDS.

A Story of Backwoods Life.

BY M. L. LEACH, (MOSES FAGUS.)

CHAPTER XVIII.

e HY can’t we have a sugar par-
ty?” asked Mrs. Kinkle, one

day, in early spring as they were reclin-

ing at ease around their mid-day meal.

Will looked up with a sudden manifes-
tation of interest.

“ And invite old Mr. Jones, and Mrs.
Whiston, and Jane and Emma,” said
John. :
¢ Particularly Jane and Emma,” said
Ruth, looking mischievously at John.
The latter blushed, and immediately be-
came absorbed in the important business
of spreading a generous amount of sugar
on a slice of johnnycake.

“ And Mr. Mullein,” said Will demure-
ly. Mrs. Kinkle smiled, as she glanced
furtively at Ruth, and saw by the sudden
deepening of the color on her cheeks
that Will’s apparently innocent sugges-
tion had nit its intended victim.

¢“TI’ll make up a whole lot of wooden
spoons,” said Teddy.

The reader is not prepared to fully ap-
preciate Teddy’s remark, if he has not
been himself a boy in a sugar-bush, and
therefore does not know that a back-
woods boy’s highest conception of a su-
gar party is a huge kettle of bubbling,
hot sugar with the privilege of standing
by and helping himself to the delicious
white scum, (skimmins Teddy called it,)
that rises copiously to the surface, toward
the close of the season, with & wooden
spoon manufactured by himself with his
dull jack-knife.

¢ We might invite the Johnstown folks,
and have a sort of reunion,” said Ruth.

¢“There are Mr. and Mrs. Tarboot,”
said Mrs. Kinkle. I have had a strong
desire to be acquainted with Mrs. Tar-
boot ever since I listened to Mr. Mul-
lein’s enthusiastic account of her, on his
return from the land office. I believe he
more than half fell in love with her.
And there is our friend the old hunter.
I remember you said he had lived in
Johnstown. I have often wondered if
he and I had ever met there. I have no
recollection of any one of the name of
Frank.”

‘“That may not be his surname,” re-
marked Tom. ¢‘He is generally known
as 01d Frank, but what his other nameis,
if he has any, nobody seems to know.”

Ruth had religiously kept the old hun-
ter’s secret. Now, however, she ven-
tured to remark that Mrs. Kinkle must
have lived in J hnstown when he was
there, and that she believed he taught
school there twenty-five or twenty-six
years ago.

“Let me see,” said Mrs. Kinkle; ‘ yes,
I think it was twenty-six years ago that
Mr. R ckfellow, a young man, taught the
school. I do not remember his given
name. There was a bit of romance con-
nected with his stay there, which termi-
nated sadly. He was secretly married to
one of his pupils, Malva Sylvester. Ed-

na Cliff and T were witnesses, under the
most solemn pledge of secrecy. After
so long a lapse of time, and as no one can
be affected by it now, I suppose I may
mention it. Malva’s father took her
away, and she died in childbirth a few
months afterward. The baby also died.
I don’t know what became of Mr. Rock-
fellow. Now, for the first time, it occurs
to me that there is some personal resem-
blance between Mr. Rockfellow and Mr.
Frank, making due allowance for changes
wrought by time, and perhaps by sorrow
and suffering. As I was younger at the
time, it is probable that I have changed
more than he. He would not be likely to
recognize in me one of his old pupils.”

Ruth’s interest in this unexpected rev-
elation came near causing ber to betray
her knowledge of the old hunter’s his-
tory, but she checked herself in time.
She resolved, however, to bring him and
Mrs. Kinkle together at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity. When she could con-
trol her emotion, she remarked that she
had recently felt some uneasiness on his
account, as none of them had seen him
during the winter, and she had not heard
of his being in the settlement. He might
gicken and die, alone there in his camp,
and nobody know it.

“Q, he is all right,” said Tom. ‘‘He
came out of the woods yesterday, with a
pack of fars, and is stopping at Smith’s.”

After some further discussion, it was
decided to invite their friends to a sugar
party for the next Tuesday afternoon.
Tom didn’t believe that Mr. and Mrs.
Tarboot would come. The distance was
considerable, the roads at that season
were none of the best, and probably they
were busy in their own sugar-bush. Nev-
ertheless it was arranged that Will should
carry to Mrs. Tarboot a note from Mrs.
Kinkle, stopping on his way at Smith’s
to deliver one from Ruth to the old hun-
ter. Tom thought he could manage to
get word to Mr. Mullein, and John and
Teddy were commissioned to carry invi-
tations to a few of their friends in the
immediate neighborhood.

Mrs. Kinkle’s note to Mrs. Tarboot ran
as follows :

» DEAR MaDAM :—We want you and your

husband to come over to a little party of
our friends, to be given in our sugar-
bush, next Tuoesday afternoon. As the
distance is considerable, we shall expect
you to remain over night. Mr. Mullein
informs me that you are from Johnstown.
That was my home twenty years ago and
more. I wonder if we have ever been
acquainted. ELvirA KINKLE.

Ruth wrote to the old hunter :

Drar Sir:—We are going to have a
party of friends to help sugar off, in Mr.
Kinkle's sugar-bush, next Tuesday after-

noon. Mrs. Kinkle joins me in saying
do not fail to come. Ihave a surprise for
you. RuTH WINTERDALE.

P. 8. I have never mentioned to any
one the events in your personal history
you were kind enough to relate to me
the night I found shelter in your cabin.

R.W.

When Will returned from the execution
of his errand, he was enthusiastic in his
account of Mrs. Tarboot’s reception of
the note. ¢ Why, mother,” he said,
‘““when she had read your letter, she
stood and thought, and repeated your
name over to herself, and said she won-
dered if you were Elvira Brown; and
when I told her that your name was
Brown before you were married, she just
laughed, and clapped her hands, and ran
out to tell Mr. Tarboot that she had
found an old friend, one of the best
friends she ever had.”

‘“But who is she?”

“Well, she wouldn’t tell, but said she
would see if you would know her when
she came.”

“ Then she is coming?”

‘¢ She said she wouldn’t miss it for any
thing. But she wouldn’t write an an-
swer, lest you should recognize her
hand.”

‘“ And how about Mr. Frank?” asked
Ruth.

‘ He said, ‘* Thank you, and it would
give him great pleasure to be present.’”

‘““What are you going to treat your
company with?” asked Tom, who had

been listening to the conversation, and-

had been all along a quiet but interested
observer of plans and arrangements.

“ We have invited them to ‘a feast of
reason and a flow of soul,’ ” said Ruth.

““ With sugar hot from the Kkettle,”
quickly added Mrs. Kinkle.

Tom said he was not authorized to
speak for any body but himself, but he
was inclined to the opinion that some-
thing more substantial wouldn’t come
amiss.

¢ Seriously,” said Mrs. Kinkle, ‘ we
ought to have some wheaten bread, but I
scraped the bottom of the flour barrel a
month ago.”

“They will scarcely expect it,” said
Ruth.

Tom said Giles Brown told him yester-
day that Smith had brought in from Hoky-
ville part of a load of flour, a portion of
which, for the accommodation of his
neighbors, he was willing to exchange
for maple sugar.

‘ Just the thing,” said Mrs Kinkle.
“ With good, light bread, we shall do
very well.”

* There is some tartaric acid and soda
in that old brown earthen tea pot, on the
upper shelf,” said Ruth. ‘I saw it the
other day, when 1 was rummaging for
salve for Teddy’s finger. With that
we can make some light biscuit. We
can bring the bake-kettle to the camp,
and bake them there, so as to have them
hot with the hot sugar.”

So it was arranged that Tom should
carry a few cakes of sugarover to Smith’s
and bring back their equivalent value in
flour.

Tuesday morning came, bright and
pleasant. The flow of sap had nearly
ceased. There would be little more, Tom
said, till freezing nights should start it
anew. Tom and the boys were in the su-
gar-bush, boiling in the last of the last
run. There wasa large amount of syrup
in the settling tubs, ready for sugaring
off.

It was only ten o’clock when, as Mrs.
Kinkle and Ruath were busy with the
housework, a man’s voice was heard giv-
ing commands to his teamn. Looking out,
they saw that a wagon, drawn by a yoke
of oxen, had stopped at the farther side
of the yard, and a man was helping a
woman to alight. ‘It must be Mr. and
Mrs. Tarboot,” exclaimed both women at
once. Mrs. Kinkle, closely followed by
Ruth, advanced to meet the strangers.

¢ Mrs. Kinkle, I presume,” said the
man.

“That is my name,” replied Mrs. Kin-
kle.

‘¢ My name is Tarboot,” continued the
man, “and this is my wife.”

The women glanced sharply at each
other.

¢ My school-girl friend, Elvira Brown,”
said Mrs Tarboot, as she took Mrs. Kin-
kles’ proffered hand.

‘““ And you?”’ said Mrs. Kinkle.  Yes,
I belleve—can I be mistaken? Is this
Edna Cliff?”

Immediately the old friends were
locked in a loving embrace. Mr. Tar-
boot looked happy. There were tears in
Ruth’s eyes. ¢ I shall have a double sur-
prise for Mr. Frank,” she thought to her-
self, “in presenting his old pupils and
the witnesses of his marriage with Malva.
And they will be no less surprised, when
I introduce him as Mr. Rockfellow.”

Mrs. Kinkle introduced Ruth, remark- !

ing that she, too, was a Johnstown girl.
‘¢ And we expect another friend here who
has lived in that village,” she added,
¢ Mr. Frank, the old hunter.” Mr. Tar-
boot said he had heard of him. Mr Tar-
boot then excused himself, saying he
must return immediately, as the work in
his own sugar-bush was driving him.
They had started early, that he might get
back as quickly as possible. He would
come for Mrs. Tarboot the following day.
Mrs. Kinkle pressed him to remain long
enough to partake of a lunch, but he
courteously declined, and bidding the la-
dies good morning, turned his team home
ward.

‘When the women had entered the cab-
in, and Mrs. Tarboot had been assisted
to lay aside her wraps, and had been
seated in the easiest chair, Mrs. Kinkle
and Ruth went on with their work; but
it did not hinder the three from carrying
on alively conversation about Johnstown,
and the people they had known there, and
the events they had been interested in.
And about how fortunitous circumstances
had separated Mrs. Kinkle and Mrs. Tar-
boot and broken off their correspondence,
and how Mrs. Tarboot remembered to
have seen Ruth when the latter was
a young girl, but, having herself been
several years absent from the place, had
known her only from occasional reports
since she had grown up.

After Mrs. Kinkle and Ruth had fin-
ished their task of morning work and
completed the necessary preparation for
the afternoon party, and Mrs. Tarboot
had been refreshed with a lunch, the three
repaired to the sugar-bush, and Mrs. Tar-
boot and Tom were made acquainted.
The boys had spread a new carpet of
freshly gathered aromatic twigs of the
hemlock in the shanty, and had made
across one end a convenient seat, of a
bosard laid on inverted sap troughs. Tom
had got the sap all converted into syrup,
and was vigorously scraping and scour-
ing the caldron, with the intention of
using it for the sugaring off, as no one of
the smaller kettles would hold the quan-
tity of syrup on hand. Teddy proudly
displayed his stock of newly made wood-
en spooms, and insisted that the party
should inspect a store of ice he had, with
great labor, brought from the neighbor-
ing swamp, and covered up with sheets
of moss, behind the shanty, to be used
for cooling sugar quickly, if any of their
guests shounld desire to convert some of
it into wax.

In the afternoon, the old hunter was
the first to arrive. He was plainly but

cleanly clad in a suit of strong gray cloth,

and carried his constant companion, an
old-fashioned western rifle, on his shoul-
der. Ruth went to meet him, and led
him directly to the shanty where the
women were sitting, and presented him
as if he had been a stranger: ¢ Mrs.
Kinkle and Mrs. Tarboot, allow me to
introduce my friend, Mr. Rockfellow,
who was once teacher in the village
sehool at Johnstown, where you were
pupils. Mrs. Kinkle was Elvira Brown,
and Mrs. Tarboot was Edna Cliff.” For
a moment astonishment held the party
mute. Then they heartily shook hands,
and expressions of surprise and pleasure
broke forth from all at once, while Ruth,
from whose eyes shone out mischief and
mirth, and genuine happiness, looked on
in keen enjoyment of the scene.

‘“It seems strange, Mr. Rockfellow,”
said Mrs. Kinkle, ¢ that, having met sev-
eral times, you and I had not made this
discovery before.”

“ It seems still more remarkable that
Ruth should somehow have found out all
about it. I doubt if any body else in the
settlement, Mr. Frank, knew that your
name was Rockfellow,” said Tom, who
had been an interested witness of the
scene.
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¢ For reasons that would not be inter-
esting to you, I have never given any
name but Frank, even to Ruth,” replied
the hunter.

‘ Perhaps,” said Tom, addressing the
hunter, ‘¢ you prefer still to be known on-
ly as Mr. Frank. In that case, I think I
can assume that the present company is
discreet, and that your wishes will be re-
spected.”

“Though I have hitherto given onmly
my Christian name, I have no reason to
be ashamed of my surname,” replied the
hunter. ‘‘Henceforth my friends are at
liberty to address me by either.”

The conversation was interrupted by
the arrival of other guests. First came
old Mr. Jones, who was better of his
rheumatism, and Mrs. Whiston, and Jane
and Emma. Next appeared Giles Brown
and his wife and baby. With them was
old Mrs. Woodman. The old lady had
been able to get out to meeting only a
few times during the winter, but the day
was pleasant, and, as she said, she “did
want to come to Mrs. Kinkle's sugar par-
ty most prodigiously, and Giles had been
kind enough to walk slowly on her ac-
count.” Mrs. Kinkle whispered to Ruth
to see that the dear old creature had a
good cup of tea before she set out to re-
tarn. Then came Ruth’s friends, Luna
Lockwood, Jane Curtis, Mary Spicer,
Paul Blackman, and Ed. Sykes, and, last
of all, Jim Snicker and Mr. Mullein.

When Jim and Mr. Mullein arrived, the
kettle of sugar was well under way.
Ruth had baked the second batch of bls-
cuit, and there was light bread for those
who preferred it. Provided with dishes
and spoons, (some accepted Teddy’s
wooden spoons to please the maker,) the
company helped themselves from the ket-
tle at pleasure, and ate standing in
groups, or sitting in the shanty or on logs
taken from the wood pile. Some, with
Teddy and Emma, preferred the skim-
mins; some converted the sugar into
wax by dropping it while hot on cakes of
ice, and thus cooling it so quickly as to
prevent its graining; others stirred itin
their dishes till the grain began to form,
and ate it warm, either alone or with a
bit of bread or biscuit, Ruth accepted
Mary Spicer’s proffered assistance, and
commissioned her to make tea for the old
folks—Mrs. Woodman and Mr. Jones.

The growing hilarity was suddenly
checked. Mr. Cuthbert was standing
among them, bowing with the ease and
assurance of a polished man of the world.
Advancing to Mrs. Kinkle, he apologized
for the intrusion, saying that he had some
important business with one of her
guests which would not admit of delay,
and therefore he had taken the liberty to
come among them. Mrs. Kinkle said no
apology was necessary. On the contrary,
he was quite welcome; but she would not
allow any mention of business till he had
tasted their warm sugar. So saying, she
filled a dish from the kettle, which Mr.
Cuthbert gracefully accepted. Ruth of-
fered him a biscuit, and then went and
stood by the old hunter, who was seated
on an inverted pail, at a corner of the
shanty, and resumed the conversation
that had been interrupted by Mr. Cuth-
bert’s arrival. She noticed that the two
men appeared to be closely observing
each other, yet carefully avoiding such
open scrutiny as might be construed as
offensive.

The temporary constraint occasioned
by Mr. Cuthbert’s arrival was beginning
to wear off, when Mother Hudgen was
seen coming rapidly along the path lead
ing from the dwelling to the camp.
Walking briskly up to the company, she
greeted jocosely several of the young
folks, and said to Mrs. Kinkle that she
needn’t think she could have such a nice
sugar party and keep it hiddem from
Mother Hudgen. I declare,” she con-

tinued, looking round, and fixing her
piercing eyes for a moment first on Mrs.
Tarboot, then on the old hunter, and last-
ly on Mr. Cuthbert, “you have quite a
select company. Quite a reunion, too, of
friends from down east. You see 1 was
bound not to be cheated out of the enjoy-
ment of this love feast, and, as Johns-
town is so fully represented, I thought it
would be no more than fair for me to rep-
resent Hollyhockville.”

‘“Who are you?” demanded the old
hunter, almost flercely, springing to his
feet.

¢ Mr. Rockfellow,” she replied, speak-
ing now slowly, soberly, and with great
distinctness, ‘I am a person whom you
have no reason to love. In this settle-
ment I am Mother Hudgen. In Holly-
hockville I was Mrs. Cartridge.”

‘¢ What in the world is up now?” ex-
claimed Tom in a low voice, partly to
himself and partly to Jim. Both left the
kettle of sugar, at the imminent risk of
its boiling over, and quietly came nearer
the speaker.

Mother Hudgen continued, in the same
deliberate manner. ¢ But I suspect that
some of the old and loving friends who
are here present do not recognize each
other. I shall have to introduce them.
Mr. Rockfellow, this gentleman, whom I
have the honor to present, is Mr. Cuth-
bert Kelton, whom doubtless you will re-
member.”

For a moment the old hunter seemed
paralyzed by emotion. Then suddenly
he reached for his rifle. Tom divined the
meaning of the movement, and stepped
quickly forward to prevent mischief.
Ruth laid her hand gently on his arm,
and he quietly put down the weapon.

‘“ And now,” said Mother Hudgen,
calmly and deliberately as before, ¢ here
is another person to be introduced. This
young woman, hitherto known as Ruth
Winterdale, is Ruth Rockfellow, the
daughter of our friend the old hunter
and his wife Malva.”

¢ Mrs. Cartridge,” exclaimed the hun-
ter, ‘“if you tell a syllable that is not
gtrictly true, you must answer for it to
me.”

Mother Hudgen went on unmoved.
“ First hear me through, Mr. Rockfellow,
and then I shall be at your service. Mal-
va’s baby was born in my house, as you
already know. Mrs. Sylvester, Mr. Kel-
ton’s mother, paid me well for taking
care of Malva, and I was well paid for
putting the baby where it would never
appear as an heir to the Sylvester estate.
A poor woman'’s baby died the same night.
She consented to make an exchange, and
I paid her well with Mr. Cathbert Kel-
ton’s money for consenting. Mrs. Win-
terdale’s child was buried in the church-
yard as Malva’s, and Malva’s was adopted
by Mrs. Winterdale as her own. Malva
had a chain and locket that her husband
had given her. In the locket was her
picture and a lock of her hair. At the
commencement of her sickness she ex-
acted from me a promise that I would
under no circumstances allow them to
fall into the hands of her relatives, but
would, if possible, put them into the
possession of her child, if it should live,
when it was old enough to appreciate
their value. I exacted the same promise
from Mrs. Winterdale. I see you have
them on now,” addressing Ruth. ¢ If
you will allow them to be examined, per-
haps they may serve to conflrm my state-
ment.”

“ There is no picture,” said Ruth sadly,
as she removed the articles from her
neck and gave them to the old hunter.

He received them with trembling
hands, and opening the locket, displayed
a delicate curl of dark, silky hair. Then,
to the surprise of Ruth, he pressed a se-
cret spring, of the existenee of which
she had hitherto known nothing, and

opened a second apartment, containing a
small picture. It was a delicately ‘ex-
ecuted miniature, but whether it repre-
sented a young girl or a mature woman
one could scarcely decide, so skillfully
had the artist blended the characters of
the two.

“Jt is Malva,” said the old hunter
softly.

“ My mother,” whispered Ruth, and
immediately added, ¢ and my father,” as
she threw her arms around the old hun-
ter’s neck, and laid her cheek against his.
The old hunter clasped her in his arms
and held her tightly to his breast. Then,
the first that anybody knew, all the wom-
en were kissing Ruth, and everybody was
shaking hands with her father. Mr.
Cuthbert and Mother Iudgen alome re-
mained unmoved.

When the excitement had in some
measure subsided, Mr. Cuthbert spoke.
¢ Mr. Rockfellow and Miss Ruth, it still
remains for me to perform the duty for
which I came here. So far as Mrs. Cart-
ridge’s statement implicates myself, it is
mainly correct. I was a party to an ar-
rangement by which Malva’s child was to
be placed where it would never appear as
my step-father’s heir, the object being to
finally secure the estate for myself. The
plan so far succeeded that I came into
possession of the property. That and
my own lawful palrimony, however,
gradually melted away till but a compar-
atively small sum wasleft. The remnant
I invested in wild lands in this viecinity.
I do not come to you with any whining
pretense of repentance. Perhaps I should
never have come at all, had not my plans
been frustrated and my way hedged up
by providence, or fate, or chance—ecall it
what you will. I have made out and duly
executed title deeds, conveying to Ruth
Rockfellow, aligs Ruth Winterdale, all
the lands of which I am possessed. They
make her the owner of all that remains
of the Sylvester and Kelton estates. To
present them was my only business here
to-day.”

So saying, Mr. Cuthbert handed Ruth a
package of papers. Then bowing, he
turned on his heel and strode away. It
may not be amiss to record here that he
left Smith’s the next morning, and was
never heard of in the settlement again.

Mr. Cuthbert had been gone some time,
when Ruth noticed that the company
seemed to keep aloof from Mother Huad-
gen, who was sitting apart in silence.
She could find in her heart no feeling of
resentment for the evil she had done her.
Going to her side, she drew her arm with-
in her own, saying, ‘‘ You and I shall be
friends,” and led her toward her father.
She would have held back, but the old
hunter advanced to meet them and cor-
dially offered his hand, saying, “ You
were not unkind to Malva, and, since my
daughter has been restored to me, mainly
through your influence, I freely forgive,
as I doubt not she does, the evil you have
done her and me.”

“I am not worthy of this leniency,”
replied the old woman, as she burst into
a flood of tears.

The sun was sinking out of sight be-
hind the western forest. The company
had all departed, except Mrs. Tarboot,
Mr. Mullein and the old hunter. The old
hunter was assisting Tom to put the
camp in good shape to be left for a day
or two, as it was evident there would be
no more sap to boil or gather till there
should be another freezing night. Mrs.
Tarboot was looking for winter ferns, on
a low hill back of the camp. Mr. Mullein
and Ruth had for some time been engaged
in close conversation, seated on a moss-
covered log, at no great distance from the
shanty. Though Mrs. Kinkle could hear
nothing that was said, she could not help
observing that Mr. Mullein seemed to do
nearly all the talking, while Ruth, with
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eyes cast down and an unusual flush on
her cheeks, played the part of an atten-
tive and interested listener. When, final-
ly, Mr. Mullein went to join Tom at his
work, and Ruth came slowly into the
shanty, there was a glow of happiness
visible in her countenance that suggested
to Mrs. Kinkle another origin than the
clearing up of the mystery of her birth
and the finding of her living parent.

¢ Now that you have found your fath-
er,” she remarked, ‘and have become
the owner of some property, I fear we
shall be in danger of losing you. Of
course your plan of life will be some-
what modifled.”

* My first object will be to care for my
father,” said Ruth.

“But you will scarcely go to keep
house for him in his bark cabin.”

“ Probably not. I shall try to persuade
him to live with me.” As Ruth spoke
she dropped her eyes to the ground, and
the hot blood suffused her face and neck
as she added, *Mr. Mullein has asked
me to live with him, at the Narrows.”

Mrs. Kinkle kissed her friend, as a tear
of gympathetic happiness rolled down
her own cheek. ~

The End.

TIDINGS FROM MISSISSIPPI.

Far away from four of the territories
and several of the northern states have
come various sorts of letters requesting
me to detail what the writers of these
letters wish to ascertain respecting this
portion of the south. As none of these
correspondents are in haste to immigrate
here or elsewhere, in case they decide to
abandon their present places of abode, I
shall adopt for my motto, while answer-
ing their numerous queries, the trite old
aphorism, * There’s luck in leisure,” and
acting in accordance with the tenet ex-
pressed therein, I shall not answer too
hastily any of the epistolary interrogsa-
tions propounded by these seekers for in-
formation.

“ What kind of weather do you have
in Mississippi? Do you have much ice
and snow there? How does your country
look during your coldest weather, and
how do you live there in cold weather?
How does your country look in spring,
in summer, and in autumn? Is your
state a good place for consumptives, or
for those predisposed to consumption to
inhabit? How do you work, what do you
wear, what do you eat, what does it cost,
and what do you raise?”

All of these and many more questions
too numerous by far to mention now,
await my candid answers. Iam expected
in the first place to write minutely the
prosaic details of our every-day life, so
that those who think they would like to
come here to reside, may know exactly to
what they may look forward; that they
may behold the clearness of practical
light shining athwart the dimmess of
vague impressions; that things familiar
to us may not be enigmas to them.

Although ready and willing, yea, even
anxious, to plead the cause of this my
native state, I do not propose, in this the
initial number, or in any of the numbers
which will succeed this number, to make
rosy-hued statements. According to my
way of thinking, picturing thiongs too fa-
vorably is the worst style a writer can
adopt. It is far easier to arouse bright
hopes than to fulfill them. It is an easy
task, I ween, to describe all things bright
and fair, while ‘* distance lends enchant-
ment to the view,” but when these rose-
ate hues shall have been dimmed by the
microscopic lenses of experience and ob-
servation, when a scrutinizing view shall
have revealed the many thorns amid our
flowers, the first impulse of the disap-
pointed will be to cry out in revulsion of
feeling, *Let me talk nmo more of great
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expectations. Lo! how great is the fall
thereof!” Human nature is prone to ex-
pect too much, and failing to find the
thing desired, to close the eyes ohsti-
nately to the good that really exists
amidst the evil. In many temperaments
a mean between two extremes is not dis-
coverable, but I hope that those whom I
am now, through the media of my pen
and these columns, addressing, are so
fortunately constituted as to belong to
that class of individuals who are neither
too hopeful nor too despondent, i. e., that
they are not too much discouraged by the
disadvantages surrounding them in their
present places of abode, and will not al-
low themselves to become too highly
elated with the prospect of bettering their
fortunes by immigrating southward.

Sapient scientists have always spoken
of Mississippi’s climate afar from the
miasmata of the swamps as salubrious.
On account of its variability it may not
be considered conducive to the healthful-
ness of those who unfortunately have
premonitory symptoms of that fatal dis-
ease, consumption, although I recall an
instance of a consumptive who after go-
ing to Florida and elsewhere in quest of
relief, concluded that the climatic varia-
tions here agreed quite as well with him
as did the balmy air and more genial
clime of lands located in a semitropical
latitude nearer than this to the equator.

Hereafter I may depict this country as
it looks in spring, in summer, and in au-
tumn. At present my feeble pen must
attempt to portray the aspect here during
the coldest weather we experience. Nei-
ther ice nor snow are universally preva-
lent here. Their prevalence constitutes
an anomaly, commented upon by those
worthy personages, the oldest inhabit-
ants. Three years ago the winter was
unprecedented for severity, in this region.
The freezing ordeal through which we
passed in January ultimo fornishes an-
other epoch in the data of our coldest
spells.

‘“ How does your country look, and
how do you live during your coldest
weather?”

If you still wish to know, be kind
enough to read the suffixed paragraphs
which I wrote expressly to form a com-
ponent of this article:

Jax. 8, 1884, Looking from my win-
dow, what do I behold? The ground,
the trees, and the housetops covered with
ice; icicles hanging from the extremities
of the evergreen foliage, and defoliated
branches, as well as from the eaves of the
outhonses in our yard; snowflakes fall-
ing, falling, falling In spotless purity,
from the murky dome to the frozen earth.
During the past four days we have expe-
rienced unusually cold weather, the mer-
cury in the thermometer registering at
freezing degrees, and water, milk, oil,
butter, ink, shoe polish, ete., remaining
frozen so hard that the sight of them
makes me think of the barrels of frozen
oil out of which Dr. Kane and his sailors
are said to have chipped pieces with a
sledge hammer, during their cruise in the
Arctic ocean.

Now the snow has ceased falling, and
a sparse covering of it remains upon the
frozen ground, while tiny snow drifts rest
at the rugged base of a hill which looks
so forlorn and so bleak that if the im-
mense white stones underlying its exteri-
or of clay were exposed, I could now say
of it as a tourist said of the Matterhorn,
‘“ How bare and stern, how like a petri-
fled decree of judgment it looks!”

Our few hot-house plants are frozen
although we protected them in our warm
bed room, and the turnips in our garden
are frozen so firmly in the frozen ground
that their removal from it is almost a
Herculean task. Our cows, oxen, horses,
sheep, and hogs, are obliged to be so
well fed now that every thing is goated

with ice that their consumption of prov-
ender is making heavy inroads upon our
granary, fodder shocks, and cotton seed
tons, while the three large, warm flres
which we now keep constantly burning
are so rapidly decreasing the contents of
our enormous wood-house that, contrary
to our expectations, it will need replen-
ishing before the expiration of a month.
Thankful am I that we live in a country
where wood is plentiful. Here in my
well-heated room, I forget how bitter
cold this weather is, but if I venture out
of doors, or enter a room in which there
is no fire, I shiver just as if I were sud-
denly transported to Labrador or Alas-
ka. The truth to tell, I always become
so satiated with cold weather that if T
were a lady of means and of leisure I
should hie me away to Florida in Decem-
ber and return not home until April. Is
not this assertion prima facie evidence
that it is human nature to long for some-
thing better than we have known? Yes,
while the denizens of the cold north
think this climate will be warm enough
to suit them, many who reside here, are
yearning during cold weather to dwell in
the Italy of America, in the peninsula
state where verdure, flowers and tropical
fruits are seldom harmed by frost.

Now that the monarch of icy-land is
ruling tyranically over our temperature,
flocks of wild geese pass daily far above
us, presenting the sppearance of a long,
narrow, dark line, as they wing their
flight to a more southerly clime than this.
Wild ducks following in the wake of the
wild geese pause in their onward course,
and unwarily poise themselves upon the
icy waters of our ponds and creeks, there-
by furnishing a target at which the negro
sportsmen upon this plantation ¢ take
aim and fire.” Sometimes these blacka-
moors are successful, and when such is
the case we are sure to have wild duck
added to the fresh pork, turnips, pota-
toes, ete., which constitute our every-day
bill of fare, for these black hunters are
glad to receive ammunition in lieu of eash
for the ducks which they have just shot.
We consider my trio of juvenile nephews
(their ages vary from six to eleven years)
too young to tamper with flrearms, con-
sequently they are not allowed to touch a
loaded gun. They act as agents for the
dusky ex-hunters when they are ready to
barter freshly killed game for powder
and shot, etc. In fact the aegenda in
which a limited supply of game is the sole
article of traffic are transacted entirely
by proxy, our trie of little boys being
the media of communication, in proof of
which fact note the following quotations :

¢ Mamma, Uncle Ben says, please,
ma’am, give him some tobacco for these
ducks,” were the words which fell from
the sweet, rosy lips of my pet Tommie,
as he held a brace of fowls for us to in-
spect the day before yesterday.

‘“ Grandpa, Uncle Jack made us a pres-
ent of these ducks, and he says we can
make him a present of some powder and
shot,” simultaneously said Jesse and
Howard this morning.

Qur children consider these wild ducks
delicious after Aunt Tilda, the black cook
who has served us for fourteen years,
has broiled, haked or stewed them nicely.
She is fond of our children, and to ex-
press her treatment according to their
diction, ‘“Does not make a fuss, and
drive us out of the kitchen even if we
do dress our birds and rabbits in there
these cold days.”

These rabbits are driven from their
coverts by hunger, and while scampering
over the frozen ground in search of food
become so chilled that their wonted ac-
tivity vanishes, and they are easily cap-
tured by my young nephews and their
pretty little black and white dog Frisk.
You should see the triumphant excite-
ment manifested at such times by this

April. .

diminuvive canine Frisk, and these three
epitomes of men, Jesse, Howard and
Tommie, each is so elated that he fancies
their entire success is attributable to his
individual dexterity in having secured
the furry quadrupeds, and if he kmew
anght of the name and exploits of the
ancient hunter, would, no doubt, dub
himself the Nimrod of these ¢ rabbit
chases.”

And what a lot of home-made traps our
boys set, with baits of tid-bits to ensnare
migratory birds when they halt in their
migration, poise their lithe forms upon
the ice-covered branches, then flutter
downward and hop over the frozen
ground, seeking f;od to fill their well-nigh
empty craws. By hunger these birds are
rendered so tame—no, that last word is
an improper adjective, so you will please
consider that expression nullified by the
statement that hunger imbues these feath-
ered visitors with such temerity that they
seem actually to court danger. They
come in front of our door, and there
pick up the crumbs remaining upon the
ground where sister’s chickens have been
eating. Perhaps the instinct of these
half-famished birds enables them to know
that we will not harm them. Perhaps
He who notes even ¢ the fall of a spar-
row,” guldes them where they can pro-
cure food without molestation; perhaps
He sends them to our door that we may
by their appearance be more forcibly im-
pressed with the degire to bestow charity
upon, and extend mercy to the most in-
significant of His harmless creatures.
If so we interpret the meaning aright,
for we do not allow the innocent birds to
be molested either beside our door or af-
ter they have been removed from the
traps into which they had been ensnared.
We consent for none except the perni-
cious to be slaughtered.

We do wot eat rabbits ourselves, but
our children are fond of them, and we
are wiliing to have them killed because
they make predatory incursions upon our
young vegetables and fruit trees.

We fred our calves upon cotton seed,
turnips and fodder, give them tepid dish-
water, and leave three-fourths of the milk
for them this freezing weather.

Jan. 10. O joyfulsight! There comes
the sunshine, sweeping like a flood tide
of brightness over icy peak, frozen pla-
tean, snow-covered vale, and scraggy ra-
vine. Now the earth will thaw, also the
icicles that hang like pendanis of white,
transparent glass from the trees, eaves
of houses, and even from the long wood-
en conductors which convey rain water
from the roof of our dwelling house to
the two cisterns in our yard. In vain do
I ransack my vocabulary in quest of
words adequate to do justice to the love-
liness of this wintry sceme. No artist,
be he as gifted as a Raphael or a Titiap,
can paint the beautiful effect mow pro-
duced by the luminous sumshine upon
this ice-covered land.

The monotonous sound of drop, drop,
drop, which now falls upon my tympa-
num, apprises me that the ice upon the
trees and house tops is being converted
into fluid droplets which are dropping
upon the ground so rapidly thawing now
that a portion of our back yard is already
a mass of slush.

Patter, patter, tramp, tramp! fresh
from our muddy yard come six boyish
feet, racing upon our front gallery, never
pausing to think of the muddy footprints
they are leaving upon the floo1, scrubbed
so clean by Frances a few days ago. It
is impossible to keep these *‘ young hope-
fals” within doors. In spite of their
mother’s vigilance they will run around
in the cold and the mud.

Well protected by surtout and over-
shoes, father has just started to our post-
officg in Fayette, the village six miles dis
tant from our home.

Jax. 11. What a pleasant morning this
is. It is so warm that fires, which are
dispensed with, would be uncomfortable.
The birds are chirping as if this were the
fourth instead of the first month in 1884.
All of a sudden the sunshine disappears,
clouds appear, and a slow rain, warm and
gentle as an April shower begins to fall.

¢ I'd ruther have sich rainy weather as
this here, now than arter a while when
we'll all be hard at work in our crops,”
I hear one of father’s tenants, a reliable,
industrious black man, who has culti-
vated a portion of this land during the
past twenty years, say as he stands, hat
in hand, at our door, and respectfully
asks for bagging and ties to put upon
several bales of cotton which he has just
ginned and is now ready to pack in fa-
ther’s gin house.

Jan. 12. Sitting in my room where the
atmosphere is still guite warm enough
without a fire, I give a cursory glance at
the contents of a late paper lying upon
the table beside me. This is what this
paper states in regard to the freeze which
extended even to the everglades of the
Italy of America:

¢ Advices from New Orleans, La., say
the late cold snap caused immense dam-
age in that section. The loss to orange
groves is estimated at nearly $1,000,000,
and the value of the vegetables killed in
Alabama alone will reach the same sum.
Great damage was also done to orange
groves in Florida, but many orange
growers profited by the signal service
warning, and built fires in their groves,
and thus saved their trees.”

JaN. 19. Rain, rain, rain! We've had
Bothing but rain during the past nine
days. 8o heartily tired are we of it that
if that fabulous creature, the clerk of the
weather, were a reality instead of a myth,
we should now petition his honor to grant
us a cessation of rain. As it is, we trust
implicitly in the goodness of Him who
““doeth all things well,” believing with
Christian faith that He will send us not
what we in our blindness long for, but
what He in His wisdom knows will best
serve the end He has in view.

This wet spell is worse for the laboring
classes who depend upon performing
mapual labor out of doors than for those
who earn a livelihood by toiling within
doors. This chilly, rainy weather will
doubtless be productive of sickne.s. My
thoughts wander now to a poor lady who
is now dangerously ill with pneumonia.
A fortnight ago, her son, a youth of four-
teen summers, fell & victim to meningitis,
and while the earth was covered with ice
and snow, sympathetic friends consigned
his corpse to the grave. Now she, poor
woman, lies so ill in her cottage home
that the physician who is attending her,
and the friends who are nursing her, fear
that Atropos will speedily sever her frail
lease upon this life, thereby leaving her
husband and her four children desolate.

I think the denizens of towns not sup-
plied with fuel will pay dearly for wood
purchased now. I am told the highways
leading into the quiet little borough of
Fayette, Miss., are now so like a morass
that wagons laden with firewood make
slow and difficult progress because the
mud is so deep, and, in some instances,
the teams drawing these wagons are poor
and weak. Teamsters who drive through
this rain, and venders of wood whe al-
low their teams to be driven over such
bad roads as we have at present, are cer-
tainly entitled to ample remuneration.

FeB. 8th. The weather has been so
delightfully warm that we have dis-
pensed entirely with fire except in our
kitchen for several weeks past. We hope

this mild weather prognosticates an early
spring. The warmth we have been en-
joying of late has coaxed into bloom the
early spring flowers, snowdrop and jon-
quil.




A pril.

Visiting a friend in Fayette a few days
ago I saw in her parlor an epergne filled
with beautiful snowdrops. This pure
flower has ever heen a favorite with me.
Years ago Snowdrop was my nom de
plume when as a mere school girl I con-
tributed to The Wreath, a periodical ed-
ited in the institute in which I received
my diploma. My favorite teacher—the
one who animadverted and corrected the
essays which constituted my efforts in
writing for publication—often called me
her dear little snowdrop, and since I ar-
rived at years of discretion I have never
looked at a snowdrop without thinking
of her with feelings of gratitude for the
kindly criticisms which wounded my sen-
sitive girlish nature.

Our farmers, or I should say their ten-
ants, are now repairing or rebuilding
fences preparatory to beginning ‘‘to
break up the ground” as the untutored
agriculturists here call preparing the fal-
low for cultivation. We sowed cabbage,
radish, and other early vegetable seeds
to-day. We have already planted onion
sets as we call the small white onions
which we imbed annually. We intend to
plant Irish potatoes to-morrow. Our
gladioli, lilies and hyacinths are raising
their green tips above the dungeon of
cold earth in which their bulbs are im-
prisoned, and volunteer convolvuli are
springing up here, there and everywhere
in our flower garden, while in our yard
tiny specks so small that they are not
noticeable to casusal ohservers, upon the
branches of elm and oak trees are pre-
carsory of coming foliage. ¢ Coming
events cast their shadows before.” Let
this warm, pleasant weather continue a
while longer, and all things will begin to
look so bright that we’ll forget how deso-
late and di'apidated the prospect is now.

Thanks to the wind, the sun, and the
road overseers, the road between here
and Fayette is now in moderately good
condition, and we do not feel that every
vehicle passing over it is in danger of
sustaining breakage or damage.

Fayette Miss. Lixpa WALTON.

A HIREBD GIRL’S SUNDAY WORK.

“ Sammy, Samuel Knowlton, I say!
Let alone those lambs. Do you hear?
Stop racing those lambs round or I'll give
you a racing that you'll remember one
while.”

The loud, coarse voice of Caleb Knowl-
ton rung out throvgh the damp April air.
He stood in the porch door-way over-
looking the great, square sheep yard
south of the barns, where his youngest
son for lack of any thing else to do, was
amasing himself by chasing a flock of
frightened lambs up and down the yard.

1t was the very sloppiest of Sunday af-
ternoons. Since day-light a steady rain
had been faliing. Drip, drip, drip, from
off the dozen roofs that comprised the
farm buildings of the hard-spoken, mon-
ey-graspiog, old farmer, Caleb Knowlton.

Drip, drip, from the warped, unpainted
window ledges and from the bare trees
that seratched on the house roof and
against its upper windows with their
swaying, leafless branches. An April
rain, an April wind, and quantities of
April mud. No wonder Mrs. Knowlton’s
hired girl, Hannah DPierce, who sat
crouching on a low stool by her little
chamber window, watching the dreary
outlook through that long, Sunday after-
noon, was so miserably homesick as to
wish for Monday morning to come with
its scolding, bustling activity, its enor-
mous wash and ivevitable back ache,
rather than these cheerless, unoccupied
hours, knowing by past experience that
work is an excellent antidote for home-
sickness.

She had been an inmate of Mr. Knowl-
ton’s family for meveral weeks and was
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engaged to help them ¢ ill the heavy fall
jobs were dome.” This was the sixth
Sabbath she had passed in her bare, com-
fortless chamber, fleeing to it as soon as
the morning work was cleared away, to
escape sitting with the family down stairs
who were continually having unpleasant
family jars and lengthy disputes.

Little Sammy was the youngest, nearly
seven years old and 8o noisily mischiev-
ous that he went stubbing from house to
shed, from shed to barn and from there
back to his mother’s kitchen again, driv-
en by some loud-voiced authority, which
having no patience with his provoking
pranks harshly ordered him ¢ out of
here, quick.”

Hannah watched the little fellow as he
darted under the sheep shed, when sur-
prised by his father’s voice forbidding
him to race the lambs. :

¢ I wonder what new mischief he will
be up to mnext,” she thought. ¢ Some-
thing hateful I am sure. He is the first
little child I ever saw that seemed to
have nothing lovable about him. Always
cross and whining or else screaming with
glee in tormenting some person or ani-
mal.”

“ Rat-tat-tat,” came a low, drubbing
sound from the sheep barn.

Hannah heard it and noiselesgly push-
ing up the window sash with its little
seven by nine-inch lights, listened to dis-
cover what the noise was.

Under the barn eaves was a long row
of swallows’ nests, resting on cleats
which were nailed against the barn for
the especial benefit of these birds.
Through a large knot hole in the harn
just under their nests, an old rake handle
was being thrust, by some unseen person,
who had climbed on to the scaffold inside
of the barn and was now trying to knock
down the empty, but strong and comfort-
able nests.

‘It’s that hateful little Sam. What
mean thing won’t he think of todo ¥ He
is pounding those nests all to pieces and
what will the swallows do next month
when they come and find their warm
houses gone? I shall tell Mr. Knowlton
of this caper and see if he won't make
Sammy stop. The child won’t mind any
one else.”

ITannah hurried down the back stairs
and found Mr. Knowlton in the sitting
room snoring on the lounge, taking one
of his Sunday afternoon naps.

‘““He has just dropped off to sleep,”
Mrs. Koowlton answered after hearing
Hannah’s timid complaint of Sammy’s
cruelty, ** and he will be crosser than a
bear if we wake him up. Let the nests
go. Who cares? The swallows can
build more or move somewhere else.
They are a nuisance to have round, any-
way, and nobody but just such an old
poky, chicken-hearted do-little as Cileb’s
father was, would ever have bothered to
nail up strips of boards for the barn swal-
lows to build on. I am glad Sammy has
got his grit up and is knocking their nests
down.” And she turned again to the ex-
citing story she was reading in the New
York Ledger.

Hannah softly closed the sitting room
door and creeping back up the dark stair
way, threw herself, face downward, on
the ragged patchwork counterpane that
covered her bed and gave way to the long,
hard ery that only homesick, exasperated,
ill-used work girls can understand.

‘““ What is the use of frying to be a
Christian in this coarse, disagreeable
family?’ she sobbed, sitting upright af
ter a long time, with very red eyes and
swollen lids. ¢ They are not one bit like
the dear folks at home, and I can’t feel
very much interest in their souls, any
way. 1 wonder what mother would tell
me to do in trying to win them to Christ.”

¢« Rather, what would God have you
do,” the spirit of love seemed to whisper
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and she reachbed out for her little testa-
ment that lay by her bedside, hoping the
book would open to some trnth that
would comfort and guide her.

‘¢ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do with all thy might.”

This was the verse her eye canght first.

¢ ¢ Do with all my might,” but what is
there for me to do this long, rainy Sunp-
day? There is no supper for me to get,
here, on Sunday. I have cleaned the
lamps and made the boys’ beds. Surely,
there is no work for me to do with or
without ¢ all my might.” "

“ Hannah Eliza Pierce you know that
is not the kind of work God means for
you to-day,” conscience loudly clamored,
“is there nothing you can do in this
family to show your love to your Sav-
iour?”

¢ I can hear the rain dripping through
the roof on to the garrct floor. I will go
up and put old dishes underneath the
leaks as Mrs. Knowlton once told me. I
will do it as unto the Lord, and, perhaps,
even so small an offering will please
Him.”

She mounted the garret stairs and
dragged from under the eaves, old rusty
kettles and pans that had been used in
previous rains to catch the water dripping
from many leaks. At the north end of
the attic a large puddle had accumulated
on the floor and if not mopped, would
soon be trickling through the floor and
plastering into Mrs. Kuoowlton’s spare
chamber.

¢ Let it go,” human nature quickly sug-
gested, * if she were not so flercely in-
terested in that silly Ledger story, she
wonld think of these leaks and look out
for her chamber, herself.”

But Christ’s nature, that had taken
strong rootin this young girl’s heart, con-
quered, and softly whispering, ‘‘for His
sake,” she run down stairs into the back
porch and getting the mop and pail, neat-
ly wiped the wet boards of the attic floor.

Two parrow windows, curtained with
dust and cob webs, stared grimly from
either end of the long, dusky garret.
Standing by ene of them, listening to the
aleepy patter of the rain on the roof, she
looked down ard saw Sammy had torn
from the eaves nearly half of the swal-
lows' nests, all he could reach with the
rake handle on either side ¢f the knot
hole. He was now standing in an open
shed, his grimy little hands thrust into
his pants pockets, his cap set back side
w2ys on his head, a trick he had copied
from village roughs, and he was chewing
at straws, rolling the tasteless wad in his
cheek and then spitting it out as though
it were tobacco.

““ What a disagreeable child you are,
and what a disagreeable young man you
will surely make if you live. I am glad
my little brother is not like you,” were
Hannah’s comments from her outlook in
the garret.

¢ Whatsocver thy hand findeth to do,”
ete. The verse was beginning to be un-
comfortably plain to her. *¢What can I
do for that little ignorant, impudent Sam-
my? Nothing that T want to do, for the
less I have to do with him, the easier I
find it is for me to get along in this fami-
ly. But, if it is the work God has laid
out for me to do this day, do it I will.”

Pashing up the garret window, Hannah
tapped loudly on its sash to attract Sam-
my’s attention, knowing if she called his
name first, his sneaking, under-handed
nature wonld lead him to quickly dodge
from sight, before he looked up to see
who called him.

¢ Tap, tap, tap,” not appearing to no-
tice the child, whose curiosity was
aroused seeing Hannah in the attic on
Sunday.

¢ What you doing up there, Han? Af-
ter some butternuts? They’re hid. Moth-

er said she knew youw'd be for gitting
them.”

“You down there, Sammy? I am here
wiping up the rain slops. Come up into
my chamber and I will peel you some
beech nuts I have got in my trunk. Pall
your boots off in the porch else you will
muddy the stairs.”

The little fellow surprised ITannah by
swiftly darting through the gate to come
at her bidding, and she felt warm, kindly
interest springing up towards the un-
taught, unlovable little child from that
Instunt.

She had scarcely reached her chamber
before he was there, tip-toeing softly into
her room in his stocking feet and grin-
ning suspiciously at her.

“ Where be your beech nuts? I want
’em right off.” Iis training had been
such, he felt no compunctions in dewand-
ing the nats without any ceremouy.

Hannzh placed him on a low seat by
her chair while she peeled the nuts for
him, and without asking him if he would
like a story, to aveid his blant refusal,
commenced telling him of the day when
she and her little brother had gathered
those heech nuts. In spite of himself he
grew interested, and leaning over a litile,
watching her face with bright, keen eyes
as she talked, she graduslly drew him in-
to her lap and for an hour sat rocking
him, while he lay contented!y back in her
arms, listening to a long, touching story
of some little robins who starved to
death because a cruel little girl purp se-
ly threw a stone that killed the mother
bird. She made no allusion to the swal-
lows’ nests nor to any of his misdemean-
ors. She made the story as pathetic as
she could, hoping, but not expecting to
waken a little fecling in the boy’s unchild-
ish heart.

Ile constantly interrupted ber with ea-
ger questions, some foolish, and some
that showed the boy could reason well.

Mrs. Kuvowlton’s loud voice ecslling,
“ Come down and strain the milk, Han-
nah,” finished the story telling for that
day.

When she was setting the pans away in
the milk room, she chunced to glance

from its window and with a thrill of
pleasure saw Sammy’s hand reaching

through the knot hole in the sheep barn,
trying to fit a broken nest back into its
place under the eaves.

‘¢ Sarely, there is good in that boy’s
hearts, afcer all, and it shall be my Sun-
day work this simmer to encourage him
to be more loving and truthful,” Hannah
resolved, as she rinsed out the pails and
wiped them.

Saoe kept her word faithfelly. Each
Sabbath while she worked for Mrs.
Knowlton, Sammy claimed the privilege
of staying part of the afternoon in Ifan-
nah’s room, listening to interesting bible
storiez and learming truths, which., we
doubt not, hud much intluence on his af-
ter life, for, as all the old neighbors will
tell you, ¢ Sammy was the only one of
Kuowlton’s boys that turned out well.”

Crarissa PoTTER.

-

A4 SKETCH OoF OIL CITY.

BY AN AMERICAN GIRL.

Oil City, the ‘““ hub ” of the oil regions
of western Pennsylvania is prettily lo-
cated on that part of the Alleghany river
where it is joined by Oil creek. The hills
about the city are beautiful and pictor-
esque, and were the structures of a more
classic style of architecture, with a less
smoky atmosphere pervading the whole
region, one could slmost imagine himself
in ancient Rome. Every thing is black
and smoky, streets, houses, and people.

1 have heard the city and surrounding
country described as a place where oil is
the dominant feature. “It floats dewn
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the river in large quantities from the re-
finery, it seems to fall with the dew and
rain, it rises from the ground in vapor, is
in every thing, arcund every thing, over
every thing and under every thing.”
This may be a trifling exaggeration how-
ever.

The hills about the city are covered
with oil derricks, which rise from every
point like church steeples, but far more
numerous. Cottage Hill is one of the
prettiest elevations of the city. The cot-
tages are unique in structure, nestled in
among trees and shrubs and affording a
picturesque view of the surrounding hills
and the city. From Grove Avenue one
can look down into the very center of the
town and watch the surging mass of hu-
manity that daily throng its streets in its
business career.

The finest view can be obtained from
Clark’s Summit, an elevation directly op-
posite Cottage Hill. The Alleghany,
winding in and out among the hills is not
unlike the beautiful winding Connecticut,
and Clark’s Summit itself, bears a strik-
ing resemblance to old Ashuelot.

About a mile up the river from this
point can be seen the imperial refinery.
This refinery, the largest in the United
States, having a capacity to refine 2,000
barrels, was burned on the 10th of Sep-
tember, 1875. A receiving tank holding
about 25,000 barrels was struck by light-
ning and the flre, which was the resalt,
was communicated to the refinery. For
two days the conflagration raged. No
description can convey an idea of the
awful grandeur. ¢ The dense black
smoke which rolled from it, towering
aloft in the air and darkening the coun-
try for miles, the glare of the flame,
the frequent explosions, the jets and
bursts of flery spray, and the intense heat
distinctly felt several miles from the spot,
render it unsurpassable in the region of
the oil country.”

In the opposite direction, down Oil
creek, can be seen the boiler works, and
the cottages of Palace Hill. At our very
feet, at the base of the summit, runs
Seneca street, the scene of the devasta-
ting floods of last winter and the winter
of 1872.

The smoky, black aspect of the busi-
ness portion of the city is heightened by
the dark colors with which the houses
are painted and by the plank side walks
throughout the city, which seem to be
thoroughly saturated with soft coal dust
and cinders.

The south side is the aristocratic por-
tion. Many of the buildings there are of
brick, and many handsome residences
have lately been erected.

0il City has churches of every denom-
ination except the Congregational. In
point of cemfort and cosiness the Meth-
odlst and First Presbyterian excel many
of our eastern churches. The Oil City
schools are the pride and darling of the
0Oil citizens’ hearts, and in themselves
testify of the true-hearted generosity and
high aspirations of the people.

The outward appearance of the busi-
ness part of the city has few atiractions
for the stranger, but let him step into
the Oil Exchange for a brief space of
time and life will at once assume.new
charms. His first impression will be that
a fall grown bedlam has burst forth if
business is brisk. His keen interest is
soon excited and he watches the fluctua~
tions of the market until he is drawn in-
to the Cbarybdis of speculation, from
which he issues, if only a small specula-
tor, ‘a sadder and a wiser man.” In
this Exchange the vast amount of oil that
exchanges hands, the fortunes lost and
won, are almost incredible.

—Next to the rhinoceros, there is noth-
Ing in the world armed like a woman.
And she knows it.—Jerrold.

THIMBLES.

The thimble is a Dutch invention, that
was first brought to England, in 1695, by
one John Lofting, who began its manu-
facture at Islington, near London, gain-
ing thereby both honor and profit. Its
name was derived from the words thumb
and bell, being for a long time called
thumble, and only lately thimble. Old
records say that thimbles were first worn
on the thumbs; but we can scarcely con-
celve how they would be of much use
there. Formerly they were made of brass
and iron only, but of late years steel,
silver, gold, horn, ivory, and even pearl
and glass have all been used for making
thimbles. I saw some very beautiful
ones in China that were exquisitely
carved, of pearl, and bound with gold,
and the end also of gold. These pearl
thimbles are quite as costly and far pret-
tier than those made entirely of gold.
Usually there is a pearl sheath for the
scissors, and a dainty needle-book of
pearl edged with gold to accompany the
thimble, and the whole is inclosed in an
exquisite little pocket case shaped like a
book and bound in satin and pearl.

A thimble owned by a queen-consort
of Siam is shaped like a lotus bud, this
being the royal flower of that country.
And almost every thing about the court
bearing, in a greater or less degree, some
impress of the lotus. This thimble is of
gold, thickly studded with diamonds,
that are so arranged as to form the lady’s
name and the date of her marriage. It
was & bridal gift from the king, who,
having seen the English and American
ladies at his court using thimbles, took
this method of introducing them among
hig own people.

In Naples, very pretty thimbles com-
posed of lava from Mount Vesuvius are
oceasionally sold, but rather as curiosi-
ties than for real utlility, being, from the
extreme brittleness of the lava, very easi-
ly broken. I have heard also of thimbles
made of asphaltum from the Dead sea,
and of one composed of a fragment of
the old elm tree at Cambridge, Mass., un-
der which Gen. Washington stood when
taking command of the United States
army in July, 1775; but I do not suppose
that any of these were ever intended to
be used in sewing.

In the ordinary manufacture of gold
and silver thimbles thin plates of the
metal are introduced into a die, and then
punched into shape. But in Paris the
French have a way of their own, quite
different from ours, for making gold
thimbles that are said to be much more
durable than those made in the usual
way. - Pieces of very thin sheet iron are
cut into discs of about two inches diam-
eter. These, after being heated to red-
ness, are stuck by means of a punch,
into a succession of holes of gradually
increasing depth to give the proper
shape. The thimble is then trimmed,
polished, and indented around its outer
surface with tiny holes. It is next con-
verted into steel by a process called ce-
mentation then tempered, scoured, and
brought to a blue color. After all this is
completed a thin sheet of gold is intro-
duced into the interior and fastened to
steel by a mandrel, while gold leaf is
attached firmly by pressure to the outside
the edges being seamed in a small groove
made to receive them. This completes
the operation, and turns out a very beau-
tiful thimble that will last for years.
The steel used in its construction will
scarcely wear out in a long life-time, and
the gold, if worn away, is easily replaced.
—Ex.

—An opportunity is like a pin in the
sweepings. You catch sight of it just as
it flies away from you, and gets burled
again.—Mrs. Whitney.

KITCHEN LOTTERY SWINDLES.

We are glad to learn that the author-
ities in this city have commenced crim-
inal proceedings against the most insid-
ious and dangerous form of the lottery
business yet devised for the purpose of
swindling honest country people. We
refer to the scheme adopted by several
manufacturers of cheap and inferior
goods by which prizes or tickets are
given entitling purchasers to ‘““a gift” if
they chance to get a lucky number with
the package bought. It is somewhat re-
freshing, however, to learn that recently
the manufacturer of a laundry soap, and
also a spice dealer, who in this way of-
fered gifts to purchasers of their pack-
ages, have been arrested upon indict-
ments of the the United States Grand
Jury for lottery swindling and are now
awaiting trial in this city. The latest
candidate for criminal prosecution in this
direction is the manufacturer of a baking
powder, who is endeavoring by a similar
lottery trick, to palm off upon servant girls
and unsuspecting housekeepers an article
called baking powder, but which really is
an alum compound of a corrosive nature
and detrimental to health. It is, there-
fore, really a source of congratulation
that the authorities have taken the mat-
ter in hand; for while all forms of lot-
teries are iniquitous, they are infinitely
more so when made the aids to swin-
dling, which profits at the expense of the
health of the poor and unwary. We are
informed that this form of lottery is be-
ing not only peddled from house to house,
but that, under the promise of larger
percentages or profits than can be real-
ized from the standard goods, the swin-
dlers are entrenching themselves behind
the counters of many grocers, by getting
them to offer the objectionable goods with
the prize tickets inclosed, thereby shift-
ing the liability to prosecution in a large
measure, upon other, and perhaps inno-
cent parties. Every grocer or dealer, for
instance, who sells or offers for sale any
of this gift baking powder is a criminal
in the eye of the law, and upon convic-
tion is liable to flne and imprisonment.
This is a predicament in which we do not
believe our grocers will care to place
themselves when aware of the fact, more
especially now that the attention of the
criminal authorities has been drawn to
the matter.

Aside, however, from the criminal lia-
bility thus incurred, the immoral tenden-
cy of such a business is so great that
it should be most severely denounced and
discouraged by every one having the best
welfare of the community at heart. The
purchase of an article of food with a
gift ticket inclosed in this way is made to
appear as a trifling affair; but it is no
less immoral and an offense against law
than are the big lottery swindles which
the Government is trying to suppress.
Besides, as every teacher of morality
knows, it is the apparently trifling sins
which are winked at where large ones
would daze, that form the entering wedge
to undermine the conscience and harden
it for greater ones. We cannot believe
that our business men will care to aid in
any such swindles, nor that the people on
their second thought will expect to bene-
fit by purchasing baking powders, or
what not, which may be offered under
such suspicious circumstances. — New
York Independent.

THE CHINESE AT HOME.

Though Confucius is greatly revered as
the founder of a religion that is popular
and very conducive to morality and de-
votion, it is a great mistake to suppose
that he is worshipped as a god or god-
man. This sage, who lived in the sixth
century before our era, did not clalm to

be inspired in any way. His teachings
have the merit of being so comprehen-
give and simple as to leave scant room
for sectarian disputations and subdi-
visions. Every sentence has a bearing
upon the duties of daily life, and his books
contain nothing abstruse or theological.
Our most admired Christian precepts are
in full accord with all his teachings.

In their home life the Chinese are clean-
ly, moral and frugal. Rice is, in Pekin at
least, far from being the principal article
of diet. Meat enters largely into con-
sumption, and pork has the same prefer-
ence among laborers that we see in San
Francisco. All our grains grow in China.
Wheat yields to their fine cultivation thir-
ty bushels to the acre. Barley, Indian
corn, buckwheat and millet are culti-
vated. Wages are about forty cents a
day for laborers. Teachers get one dol-
lar a month per scholar.

Though opium is smoked and spirits
are used in large quantities in China, re-
liable persons state that in a long resi-
dence at Pekin they never saw an intoxi-
cated person mor a brawl in that city.
The Chinese are great tea drinkers, but
the tea is taken very weak. A quick in-
fusion is made that gives only the finest
blush aroma. This is entirely lost in our
way of making it which gives us the
coarsest flavor of the leaf. Rats are not
eaten unless to avert starvation.

Small feet after the deformed fashion
of China, are not a general fashion in
Pekin and the larger cities, and it is not
as supposed, a fashion that distinguishes
the highestrace. Manchoes do not dwarf
the feet, but a class next below them ad-
heres, and only to a limited extent, to the
practice. Killing female infants is a slan-
der upon the Chinese, infanticide is no
more common in Pekin than in New
York. Nor do they worship idols in
China. They use images exactly as some
Christian sects use the cross and statues
of the virgin and the saints. No people
venerate the tombs of their ancestors as
do the Chinese. It is a sentiment that
we would do well to cultivate.

In their system of ecivil service reform
the Celestials are far ahead of us. Every
man reads and knows the excellent max-
ims of Confucius by heart. Every three
years several thousand scholars go to
Pekin to be examined as to qualifications
for public offices. The examinations
are so conducted that the student has no
chance to get help from without. And
the rewards are just. They take rank in
the great book of candidates strictly in
the order of their merit for competency.
This system seems superior to our way
of selecting for political considerations,
and it conduces to a greater permanency
of the government.

CLINTON MONTAGUE.

—Cheerfulness in large doses is the
best medicine one can take along in his
out-door tramps.—J. 7. Fields.

FACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS.

Is there anything in any of the numer-
ous advertisements of the Royal Baking
Powder to show that the Royal does not
use Ammonia and Tartaric Acid as cheap
substitutes for Cream of Tartar? Or is
there any charge, or the slightest insinua-
tion in those advertisements, that Cleve-
land’s Superior Baking Powder contains
anything but the purest Grape Cream of
Tartar and Bicarbonate of Soda, with a
small portion of flour as a preservative?

Ammonia and Tartaric Acid produce a
cheap leavening gas, which is not to be
compared, in the practical test of baking,
with the more desirable Carbonic Acid
gas generated by the exclusive use of the
expensive Cream of Tartar.

Use Cleveland’s Superior Baking Pow-
der, and judge for yourself of its supe-
riority.
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LETTERS FREOM THE PEOPLAN.

Messrs. I. L. Cragin & Co., of Philadelphia,
Pa., who are the manufacturers and sole pro-
rietors of the world renowned Dobbing’ Electric
ap, having had thelr attention called to the fre-
quent letters In THE HOUSEHOLD regarding their
goap, authorize us to say that they will send a
sample by mail to any lady deslﬂnﬁg to test its
merfm for herself, upon receipt of 15 cents to pay
postage. They make no charge for the soa,g, the
money exactly pays the postage. We would lke
to have all who test the soap write us their honest
epinion of it for publication In THE HOUSEHOLD.

Let every subscriber to Tae HoOUSE-
poLD send full name and address to I. L.
Cragin & Co, Philadelphia, Pa., and - get
one of their cook books free of charge.

ONE DOLLAR'S WORTH
FIRST-CLASS SHEET MUSIC FREE.
Buy fifteen bars of Dobbins’ Electric
Soap of any grocer; cut from _each wrap-
per the pieture of Mrs. Fogy and Mrs.
Enterprise, and mail the fifteen pictures
to us, with your full name and address,
and we will mail you, free of all expense,
your own selection, from the following
list of Sheet Music, to the value of One
Dollar.

We absolutely guarantee that the music
is unabridged, and is sold by all first-class
music houses, at the following prices :

INSTRUMENTAL.
Artists’ Life, (Kunster Leben,) waltzes, Price
op. 816, Strauss, 75
Ever or Never, (Toujours-ou Jamais,)
‘Waltzes, - - - Waldteufel, i)
Chasse Infernale, Grand Galep, Brilliant,
op. 28, Kolling,
Turkish Patrol Revellle, - - Krug,
Pirates of Penzance, (Lanciers,) D’Albert,
Siren’s Waltzes, - - Waldteuful,
Fatinitza, Suppe, Potpourri, - Moelling, 1
Mascotte, Audran, Potpourri, - Roconini, 1

885883

Il Trovatore, Verdi, Potpourri, - Dorn, 75
Night on the Water, Idyl, op. 93, Wilson, 60
Rustling Leaves, - - o0p.68, Lange, 80
VOCAL.
Patience, (The Magnet and the Churn,) Price
Sullivan, 85
Olivette, (Torpedo and the Whale,) Audran, 40
When I am Near Thee, English and Ger-
man words, - - - - Abt, 40
Who's at my Window, - - Osborne, 35
Lost Chord, - - - Sullivan, 40
My Dearest Heart, - - - Sullivan, 35
Life’s Best Hopes, - -  Meininger, 40
Requited Love, (4 part Song,) Archer, 35
Sleep while the Soft Evening Breezes, (4
part Song,) - - - - Bishop, 35
In the Gloaming, - - - - Harrison, 30
Only be True, - - - - Vickers, 35
Under the Eaves, - - - Winner, 35
Free Lunch Cadets, - - - Sousa, 35

If the music selected amounts to just
$1.00, nothing need be sent us but the
fifteen pictures, your name, address, and
selection of music. If the music selected
comes to over $1.00, the excess can be
enclosed in postage stamps.

We make this liberal offer because we
desire to give a present sufficiently large
to induce every one to give Dobbins’ Elec-
tric Soap a trial long enough to know
just how good it is. If, after such trial,
they continue to use the Soap for years,
we shall be repaid. If they only use the
fifteen bars, getting the dollar’s worth of
music gratis, we shall 10se money. This
shows our confldence. The Soap can be
bought of all grocers. The music can
only be got of us. See that our name is
on each wrapper.

A box of this Soap contains sixty bars.
Any lady buying a box, and sending us
sixty cuts of Mrs. Fogy, can select music
to the amount of $4.50. This soap im-
proves with age, and you are not asked to
buy a useless article, but one you can use
every week. I. L. CRAGIN & CO.,

116 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia.

HupsoN, Mass., May 5th, "83.
GunTs :—I beg to hand you copy of a
postal just sent to office of The Frank
Siddall’s Soap, 1019 Chestnut St., Phila-
delphia. JouN PHILLIPS.

I have faithfully tried your soap and I
can truly say that I still prefer the Dob-
bing’ Electric. Yours truly,

Mgs. Auice E. Pamrres, P, 0. box 407.

PERSONALITIES.

‘We are In constant recelpt of hundreds of let-
ters for publication in this column, thanking
those who have sent poems, ete., also letters stat-
1n% difficulties of complrlng with exchanges

ublished. We are very glad to publish requests
or poems, also the exchanges, as promptly and
impartially as possible, but we cannot nndertake
to publish any correspondence relating to such
matters, not from any unwillingness to oblige
our subscribers, but from . the lack of space
which such an abundance of letters would re-
quire.—ED.

We are receiving so many requests for cards
for *“postal card albums” to be published in this
column that we would suggest to those desiring
such, to consider whether they are prepared fo
undertake the task of writing and sending 60,000
rim-dsr We are willing to insert as promptly as
possible, all requests from actual subsoribers giv-
ing thelr full mame and address, but feel it our
duty to give a friendly hint of the possible con-
sequences.

‘Wil the ladies who are interested in “THE
HOUSEHOLD badge ” suggested in a late number,
send us as soon a8 possible, original designs for
the same?

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—To any lady sending me
one or more magazines of any date or kind, pro-
viding they are whole, I will send the pattern of
a very useful and pretty clothes-pin apron.

MRS. HERMAN KRUEGER.

Felton, Clay Co., Minn.

Ed. HoUSEHOLD :—Will some of the sisters
please send me the address of any person who
has skeleton leaves and ferns in any shape and
form? I will gladly return postage.

Littleton, N. H. LiLLA E. BARNARD,

PEEMANENT RESULT IN A CASE
OF TUBERCOULOSIS.

The following report of the case of a
gentleman whose physicians had ordered
him to leave England on account of Tuber-
culosis, and seek a climate more favorable
for the disease from which he was suffer-
ing, is a very remarkable one. He made
his way to Colorado but found that the
air of that high region did not suit him.
Hearing of the Oxygen Treatment, he
wrote to Drs. Starkey & Palen, of Phila-
delphia, and obtained a supply. In Jan-
uary, 1883, two months after commencing
its use, he reported the result as highly
favorable. We make an extract from his
letter :

¢ Almost from the first your Oxygen did
me perceptible good. I slept better, appetite
increased, digestion improved. 1 felt more
hopeful and life seemed brighter. There
were times, however, when the Oxygen
did not seem to be of any service at al,
but having been warned in your pamphlet
of these times, I was not afraid. 7 perse-
vered with youwr Treatment and have been
rewarded.

¢ After some six weeks’ Treatment, I
began to improve with marvelous rapidity.
I seemed to bound forward into new life.
My ecolor returned, I gained flesh and
strength, my spirits rose, the effect of ten
years’ overwork disappeared, and 1 was
awake—alive again.

*« And these pleasant sensations are
warranted by the physieian’s recent exam-
ination. He says the chest is filling out.
particularly under the shoulder-blades—
a good sign. Respecting the lung, he
says there is just one little spot that does
not sound gulte well, but the difference is
so slight that it can only be detected by a
very quick ear. The Doctor added that he
knew of a number of cases where Oxygen
had been a signal benefit, and he beldeved
Starkey & Palen were doing much good.

¢« How thankful T am for this happy
change in my condition cannot be ex-
pressed. I shall ever acknowledge my
indebtedness to you, and do my best to
spread the knowledge of your Treatment.
It has given me a Merry Christmas and
made me look hopefully for a happy New
Year.”

In February, two months after the
above was written, came another report,
in which he says:

« This morning I saw my doctor, and
hasten to give you the gratifying result
of his examination :

¢ First, for the heart: The valvular
disturbance has been guite removed, but
there is a slight unsteadiness. Pulse,
full and strong. :

¢« The lung has quite cleared, with the
exception of a small spot at the apex,
which has shrunk a little. I said, ¢ Well,
Doctor, suppose I was examined by a
stranger, could he, excepting the shrunk-
en spot, tell whether I had beenill?” The
answer was firm and unhesitating, ‘No,
and he might easily overlook thaf spot.

The only difference is that the right
breast is not yet as full as the other; that
might be detected by laying on the hands.’
Can anything be more satisfactory ?’

This great improvement, it is gratify-
ing to know, has been permanent, as will
be seen from the following letter received
from him under date of October 12th,
1883, a year after he began the Compound
Oxygen Treatment :

¢ Tt is interesting to me that a year has
just elapsed since I began using Com-
pound Oxygen. Ill as I was, the Jfirst
Treatment effected a cure of the lung. I
have taken two other Treatments to make
assurance doubly sure, and for the sake of
the throat, which, indeed, was progress-
ing nicely until the hot weather threw me
down.

“One of its most noteworthy qualities
is the protection it affords from cold. Since
before last Christmas I have had but one
cold, and that recently, when I had no
Oxygen to take on the first symptoms ap-
pearing. The sweet sleep it gives is aiso
noteworthy, and then the improved breath-
ing l”

Nothing could be more satisfactory
than the results which have followed the
use of Compound Oxygen in this case.

A Treatise on Compound Oxygen is
sent free of charge. It contains a history
of the discovery, nature, and action of
this new remedy, and a record of many
of the remarkable results which have
gso far attended its use. Address Drs.
Starkey & Palen, 1109 and 1111 Girard St.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

OUR EXCHANGE COLUMN.

» Qur friends will please take notice that this is
not an advertising column. Those who want
money or stamps for their goods come under the
head of advertisers. This column is simply for
exchanges.

A. 3. Day, 101 Ranch, Catalpa, N. M., will ex
ehange divided skirt pattern for one bank of seal
brown German yarn, or 3 oz. of chinehilla Sax.
ony, navy, seal, or garnet single or double zeph-
¥r.

Mrs. Annie Williams, Slick Rock, Barren Co.,
Ky., will exchange silk worm eggs for ‘ Quits,”
or *“ At Odds,” Harper’s '82 or ’83, ad. cards,
or landscape chromos. Write first.

Miss C. E. Williams, Box 23, Ruckersville,
Greene Co., Va., will exchange 50 varieties of
flower seeds for reading matter, or for any thing
useful or ornamental.

Mrs. L. H. Bickford, North San Juan, Nevada
Co., Cal., will exchange agates, moss agates,
opal, milk and moss opal, and other minerals
for something useful. rite first.

Mrs. H. B. Acufl, Puinamville, Ind., will ex
change silk worm eggs for any thing useful or
ornamental. Sea shells, Japan lily or gladiolus
bulbs, or choice flower seeds.

E. A. Brouillet, Roxton Pond, Que., will ex
change Pope’s poetical works and ‘¢ Fair Play,”
by Mrs. Southworth for fancy work, also, sheet
music for same. Write first.

Mrs. Harry R. Bacon, Toledo, Ohfo, will ex-
change sheet music for squares of cretonne, eight
inches #quare, or pretty room decorations in dark
blue. Write first.

Mrs. Hattie Revell, Willmette, Cook Co., Ill.,
will exchange rick-rack, knit edgings, point lace,
or darned work, for Peterson’s, for 1884, to be
sent as soon as read. Write first.

Emma D. Carlisle, Hampshire, Kane Co , Ill.,
will exchange sheet music for old magazines,
Ballou’s or Peterson’s preferred, also petrified
wood for minerals or cariosities.

Mrs. Nelson Dean, Sutton, Vt., will exchange
advertising cards for advertising cards.

MEeLLIN'S Foop, the only genuine substitute
for mother's milk, is recommended by our most
prominent physicians as the best and safest food
for infants. It contains no farinaceous matter,
which so often produces disorders of the stom-
ach. For sale by druggists.

We call the special attention of our readers to
the advertisement of Mrs. Lizzile E. Cotton in
another column under the head of Honey Bees.

CATARRH CURED.

A clergyman, after suffering a number of years
from that Joathsome disease, Catarrh, after try-
ing every known remedy without success, at last
found a prescription which completely cured and
saved him from death. Any sufferer from this
dreadful disease sending a self addressed
stamped envelope to Dr. J. A. Lawrence, 250
Schermerhorn 8t., Brooklyn New York, will re-
eeive the recipe free of charge.

If you have a listless, discouraged feeling, and
get weary with but slight exertion, very likely
your liver is torpid. Take Ayer’s Pills and they
will care you.

When the blood 1s impure, or when it is thin
and cold, good health is impossible. Under such
conditions, boils, pimples, headaches, neuralgia,
rheumatism, and one disease after another is de-
veloped. Take Ayer’s Sarsaparilla and it will
make the blood pure, rich, and warm.

LIVING A NEW LIFE.

Rheumatism loves to riot in a body weighted
with years. Until the discovery of ATNLOPHO-
ROS, there was but little hopes for the aged who
were victims of the disease. But now Mr. Wes-
ley Iliff, Cedarville, Ohio, writes: * Took ATH-
LOPHOROS a8 directed and find 1 am well of
Rheumatiem. I am 65 years old and was getting
stiff in my joints and limbs. Now I am as clear
of Rheumatism and stiffness as I ever was in my
life. Consider ATHLOPHOROS the greatest and
beet medicine I ever heard of.”

The mind depends for its health very largely
on bodily eonditions. The gloomy fears, the de-
spending views, the weariness of soul that many
complain of, would often disappear were the
blood made pure and healthy before reaching
the delicate vessels of the brain. Ayer’s Sarsa.
parilla purifies and vitalizes the blood; and thus
conduces to health of body and sanity of mind.

Hall’s Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewer is a
certain remedy for removing dandruff, making
the scalp white and clean, and restoring gray
halr to its youthful color. It imparts a fine gloss
and freshness to the hair, and is highly recom-
mended by physicians, clergymen and scientists
as a preparation accomplishing wonderful re-
sults.

ESTABLISHED 1817.

J. B, PRAY, SONS & CO.

WILTONS,
BRUSSELS,
MOQUETTES,
AXMINSTERS,
SAXONY RUGS,
ART INGRAINS,
CHINA MATTINGS,
WOODSTOCK SQUARES

And every grade and varlety of Forelgn
and Domestic Carpetings, ©0il Cloths,
Mattings, or Oriental IRugs, for sale at

REASONABLE PRICES
599 & 560 Washington &,

BOSTON.

1
It is a well-known fact that most of the
Horse and Cattle Powder sold in this coun-
try is worthless; that Sheridan's Condi-
tion Powder is absolutely pure and very\
valuable. Nothing on Earth will
make hens lay like Sheridan’s

Dose, one teaspoonful to each pint of food.
Hog Cholera, &e.
25 cents in stamps.

Condition Powder.

CHICKEN CHOLERA,

It will also prevent and cure
Sold everywhere, or sent by mail for
Also furnished in large cans, for

breeders' use, price $1.00; by mail, $1.20. Circulars sent FREE. I. 8. JOHNSON & CO., Boston, Mass.
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THE BHBOUSBHOLD:

THE HUSBAND’S DUTIES.

The first duties of husbands is to sym-
pathize with their wives in all their cares
and labors. Men are apt to forget, in the
perplexities and annoyances of business,
that home cares are also annoying, and
try the patience and the strength of their
wives. They come home expecting sym-
pathy and attention, but are too apt to
have none to give. Frequently they are
morose and peevish, and give their atten
tion to the newspaper, or leave the house,
and seek the companionship of men at
the club or the hotel, while their wives
are left alone and sad, borne down with
family cares, and longing for sympathy
and affection. A single kindly word or
look that tells his thought of her and her
troubles, would lift half the weight of
care from her heart.

Secondly, husbands should make confi-
dants of their wives, consulting them on
their business plans and prospects, and
especially on their troubles and embar-
rassments. A woman’s intuition is often
better than all his wisdom and shrewd-
ness, and her ready sympathy and inter-
est is a powerful aid to his efforts for
their mutual welfare.

Thirdly, men should show their love
for their wives in constant attentions, in
their marner of treating them and in the
thousand ard one trifling offices of affec-
tion which may be hardly noticeable, but
which make _all the difference between
a life of sad and undeflned longing, and a
cheery, happy existence. Above all, men
should beware of treating their wives
with rudeness and inecivility, as if they
were the only persons not entitled to their
consideration and respecf. They should
think of their sensitive feelings and their
need of sympathy, and *‘never let the
fire of love go out, or cease to show that
the flame iz burning with unabated fer-
yor.”"—Ezx.

—— - —eeeeeeeeen

—Peck’s Sun says that a young Port-
age (Wis.) route agent had a mean trick
played on him by a friend the other day.
He got leave of absence and went to
Cambria to visit a young lady that he was
acquainted with. A friend went to the
telegraph office and sent a message to the
village marshal of Cambria that a young
man was on the way to that place who
had been boarding in a house where there
were three cases of small-pox, and that
he had better be looked after. His dress
and appearance were described minutely.
and when the train arrived the visitor
was fastened to by the marshal, who
would not let him enter a house while he
was in town, but kept him walking until
the train went back to Portage when he
was allowed to depart, as hungry and
tired a young fellow as ever was seen.
He says he will probably submit to that
joke without trying to pay it back with
11 per cent. interest, though he don’t be-
lieve he will.

—There are no times in life when op-
portunity, the chance to be and do, gath-
ers so richly about the soul as when it
has to suffer. Then every thing depends
on whether the man turns to thelower or
the higher helps. If be resorts to mere
expedients and tricks, the opportunity is
lost. He comes out no richer nor great-
er; nay, he comes out harder, poorer,
smaller, for his pain. Bat, if he turns
to Gd, the hour of suffering is the turn-
ing-hour of his life.—TI hillips Brooks.

—Of all the bores whom man in his fol-
1y hesitates to hang, and heaven in its
mysterious wisdom suffers to propagate
their species, the most insufferable is the
teller of ‘ good stories.”—De Quincey.

—Misers take as much care of their
money as if they owned it, and use it as
little as if they didn’t. j

—Charms strike the sight, but merit
wins;the soul,

A DANGEROUS AMBUSCADE.

DISCOVERED BARELY IN TIME—THE MOST
DECEPTIVE AND LURING OF MODERN
EVILS GRAPHICALLY DESCRIBED.

( Syracuse Journdal.)

Something of a sensation was caused
in this city yesterday by a rumor that
one of our best known citizens was about
to publish a statement concerning some
unusual experiences during his residence
in Syracuse. How the rumor originated
it is impossible to say, but a reporter im-
mediately sought Dr. 8. G. Martin, the
gentleman in question, and secured the
following interview :

“What about this rumor, doctor, that
you are going to make a public statement
of some important matters?”

“ Just about the same as you will find
in all rumors—some truth, some fiction.
I had contemplated making a publication
of some remarkable episodes that have
occurred in my life, but have not com-
pleted it as yet.”

‘“What is the nature of it, may I in-
quire?”

¢ Why, the fact that I am a human be-
ing instead of a spirit. I have passed
through one of the most wonderful orde-
als that perhaps ever occurred to any
man. The first intimation I had of it
was several years ago, when I began to
feel chilly at night and restless after re-
tiring. Occasionally this would be varied
by a soreness of the muscles and cramps
in my arms and legs. I thought, as most
people would think, that it was only a
cold and so paid as little attention to it
as possible. Shortly after this I noticed
a peculiar catarrhal trouble and my
throat also became inflamed. As if this
were not variety eaough I felt sharp
pains in my chest, and a constant tenden-
¢y to headache.”

“ Why didn’t you take the matter in
hand and check it right where it was?”

“ Why doesn’t everybody do so? Sim-
ply because they think it is only some
trifiing apd passing disorder. These
troubles did not come all at once, and I
thought it unmanly to heed them. I have
found, though, that every physical neg-
lect must be paid for, and with large
interest. Men cannot draw drafts on
their constitution without honoring them
sometime. These minor symptoms I
have described, grew until they were
giants of agony. I became more ner-
vous, had a strange fluttering of the
heart, an inability to draw a long breath,
and an occasional numbuness that was ter-
ribly suggestive of paralysis. How I
could have been so blind as not to under-
stand what this meant, T cannot imagine.”

“ And did you do nothing?”

“Yes, I traveled. In the spring of
1879, T went to Kansas and Colorado, and
while in Denver, 1 was attacked with a
mysterious hemorrhage of the urinary
organs, and lost twenty pounds of flesh
in three weeks. One day after my return
I was taken with a terrible chill and at
once advanced to a very severe attack of
pneumonia. My left Jung soon entirely
filled with water, and my legs and body
becamse twice their natural size. I was
obliged to sit upright in bed for several
weeks, in the mldst of the severest ago-
ny, with my arms over my head, and in
constant fear of suffocation.”

¢+ And did you still make no attempt to
save yourself?”

““Yes, I made frantic efforts. I tried
every thing that seemed to offer the least
prospect of relief. I called a council of
doctors and had them make an exhaustive
chemical and microscopical examination
of my condition. Five of the best phy-
sicians of Syracuse and several from an-
other city said I must die!l

It seemed as though their. assertion
was true, for my feet became cold, my

mouth parched, my eyes wore a fixed,

glassy stare, my body was covered with
a cold, clammy death sweat, and I read
my fate in the anxious expressions of my
family and friends.”

“ But the finale?”

“ Came at last. My wife, aroused to
desperation, began to administer a rem-
edy upon her own responsibility, and
while I grew better very slowly, I gained
ground surely until, in brief, I have no
trace of the terrible Bright’s disease from
which I was dying, and am a perfectly well
man. This may sound like a romance,
but it is true, and my life, health, and
what I am, are due to Warner’s Safe Cure,
which I wish was known to and used by
the thousands who, I believe, are suffer-
ing this minute as I was originally. Does
not such an experience as this justify me
in making a public statement?”

¢ It certainly does. But then Bright’s
disease is not a common complaint, doc-
tor.”

“««Not common! On the contrary, it is
one of the most common. The trouble
ig, few people know they have it. It has
go few marked symptoms until its final
stages that a person may have it for years,
each year getting more and more in its
power and not suspectit. It is quite nat-
ural I should feel enthusiastic over this
remedy, while my wife is even more so
than I am. She knows of its being used
with surprising results by many ladies
far their own peculiar ailments, over
which it has singular power.”

The statement drawn out by the above
interview is amply conflrmed by very
many of our most prominent citizens,
among them being Judge Reigel, and Col.
James 8. Goodrich of the Times, while
Gen. Dwight H. Bruce and Rev. Prof. W.
P. Coddington, D. D., give the remedy
their heartiest endorsement. In this age
of wonders, surprising things are quite
common, but an experience so unusual
ag that of Dr. Martin’s and occurring here
in our midst, may well cause comment
and teach a lesson. It shows the neces-
sity of guarding the slightest approach
of physical disorder, and by the means
which have been proven the most reliable
and efficient. It shows the depth to
which one can sink and yet be rescued,
and it proves that few people need suffer
if these truths are observed.

ATURE'S remedy applied through our Magnetic

Shields. A soft, energetic current of vitalizing
magnetic power passes directly into the nerve centers,
imparting warmth, life and health. If you are tired of
old failures and antiquated methods of regaining health,
get a Belt or Jacket and know what real comfort and
enjoyment are. Magnetism scientifically applied, is the
most powerful element within the reach of mortals for
curing disease and restoring health. Do not be foolish
and shout ** Humbug!" Our Macnetic Shields are your
best friend on earth. They will make you well and
strong: able to battle against the storms-of life.

Qur statements are true. Do not doubt. Read our
New Book. But donot judge us by our writings only,
but try our ** shields,” and then judge from experience.
Science and truth must win the victory.

Magnetic currents imparted by our Shields pass
throngh the body and stimulate every corpuscle to its
normal action, just as sunshine warms the plants and
flowers into life in spring.

Magnetic_Insoles keep your feet warm in coldest
weather. $1 buys a pair to any nddru“. 3 pairs for $2.
8end for book, ** Plain Road to He\a]l

This book costs you nothing and will tell the cause of
disease, the law nipcure by a new method without the
use of drugs. Reader, send for this new book entitled
A PrLAIR RoAD To HEALTH. It I8 one of the most en-
tertaining, instructive books of modern times.

CHICAGO MAGNETIC SHIELD CO.,

No. 6 Central Music Hall, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,
Manufactory, 279 W. Madison street,

Richardson’s Sure Relief for Piles.

A word to the wise is snfficlent. If you contemplate
a surgical operation, first send Two Dollars and get a
packag ve of SURE RELIEF, unnutactured and sold only
by L RICHARDSON, 51 Wall St., Auburn, N. Y.,
and sunl to any part of tl:e United ‘-lntes and L,Rmulna.
prepaid, on receipt of price.

i *MORPHINE HABIT
uPI Muu H. H, KAXNE, of the DuQuincey
Home, now offors A Remedy whereby

any one ean enre himself guiekly and painlessly. For testimo=
nials and endorsements from eminent medical men &o.,address
H. KANE, A, M., M.D.y 160 Fulton 8ty New York Citys

"ELEGANT CHROMO CARDS, large slze; Im-
orted floral gems. Theﬂnrebenuties u-ythem
ame on, 108, Ztna Printing Cb. Northford, Ct.

CAIN

{Health and Happiness.

%07»0" DO AS OTHERS
)

HAVE DONE.

; ———————

Are your Kidneys disordered?
§ Kidney Wort brought me from my grave, asit
@ were, after I had been n up by 13 best doctors in
Detroit.” M. W, Dev 1%, ht(.hlll)jl,,funlﬂ Mich.

Are your nerves weak?
B “Kidney Wort cured me from nervous weakness
B &c.,after | was not expected to li . M. M. B.
Goodwin, Ed. Christian Monitor Cleveland, O.

 Have vou Bright's Disease?

B “Kidney Wort cured me when my water was just
like chalk and then like blood.’

Frank Wilson, Peabody, Mass,

Suffering from Diabetes ?
#Kidney-Wort 1-,nm;n«.q successfi lrcmedv I have
ever used. Give t immediate
Dr. Hull.p C. Ballon, Monktznn Vt.

Have you Liver Complaint?

§ “Kidney-Wort cured me of chronic Liver Diseases
after 1 p l{l\ul to die.’

Henry Ward, late Col. 69th Nat. Guard, N, Y.

Is your Back lame and aching?

s idney-Wort, (1 bottle) cured me when I wasso

Q. M. Tallmage, Milwaunkee, Wis.
i Have Jou Kidney Disease?
? 't made me gound inliver and kidneys
unsuecessful doctoring. Its worth
—S8am’l Hodges, Willinmstown, West Va.

8 $10 a box.

Are you Constipated?
“Kidney-Wort causes easy evaciations and cured
me after 16 years e of other medicines.”
\._l-.on Fairehiid, 8t. Albans, Vt.

Have you Malaria?
8 “Kidney-Wort has done better than any other
f remedy 1 have ever um d in o practice,”
. R. K. Clark, South Hero, Vt.

Are you u Bilious?
“Kidney \\.u. has dunn :ne more good than any
other remed,

aken,
7 Izun. N l;nlkm(\) Elk Flat, Oregon.
Are vou tormented with Piles?

“Eidney-W mr permanently cured me of hierd.‘i.ng
piles, Dr.”W. C. Kline recommended ft to me.
Geo. H. Horst, Cashier M. Bank, Myerstown, Pa.

Are you Rheumatism racked?
“Kidney-Wort cured me, after § “awr%‘u en up to

die by physicians and I had suffered thi ears.,”
leuu,;;, \14« olm, West Bath, Maine,

TLadies, are you suffering?
#Kidney-W ort cured me of peculiar troubles of
sav e:m.l years standing. Many friends use and praise
it»? Mrs, H. Lumunmlx Isle La Motte, V.

If you 'Would Banish Disease
1 and gain Health, Take

IDNE 0

THE BLOOD CLEANSER. *

PRUSSIAN REMEDY
FOR GARGET IN COWS.

MAMMITINE

An article of infrinsic valne, which will meet & want
long felt by all dairymen and farmers for its entire cure.
It is safe and reliable. Will reduce swelling in ndders,
remove bunches, cure bloody and siringy milk, &e. In
fact, GARGET in every form has been cured by this
remedy. If taken in {ime—before the cow comes in—it
will many times restore blind teats to their rnll extent.
It is prepared expressfy to relieve certain glands that
are always inflamed when a cow is suffering from this
cause. CURE WARRANTED,

Samp ages (for 12 doses) sent on receipt of
$1.00, I nd C. 0. D., Express paid.
AN ARMY OIL CO.,

;eﬁ'li Washington St., Boston.

GONSUMPTION.

I have apositive remedy for the above disease;
mdlng

thousands of cases of the worst kind and of lnn
have been cured. Indeed, so al.rong is my faith I.n oﬂic
that l willmnd TWO BOTTLES together with a V.

UAB. EATISE on this diseass, sufferer. Glve Ex-
ross & F, O, sadrese, DI T & BEOGUAL, 103 Poati Bbn N0

EGETABLE PULMONAR
BALSAM.

“The Dldest and Best Couzh
M'.llu.lng in lheggi’orl

014 style. 35¢.; New, 50¢. and $1.00.
CUTL Flt BROS Druggists,
Boston, Sole i’ml\rwmx 8.

CavTioN —fa careful to get the
genuine and take no other article
said to be *just as good.”

WALLINGFORD’S

GARGET CURE!

Cures Garget im Cattle in 3 or 4 Days.
Farmers and Herdsmen: Your attention is called to this
valuable medicine. Warranted to cure the worst case of
Garget, Hernels in Teats or Udder, Stringy
‘Nu'lmlauce- Bunches in Bag, Blood or Sedi=
ment in Milk,andall other diseasesof Cattle.
For sale by Druggists and Coumtry Stores. Beware of
counterfeits. Be sure yon get WALLINGFORD' 8, which
is patented. WW. W. ¥% II[PPLh &- CO.
prietors, Peortland, Me. WELLS, RI’CH-
ARDSON a, (‘0., Agents, Bnrllnglon. Vt.

'DUR NAME on 40 of the newest, hand-
= somestand best Chromo, Motto and Verse
Cards everissued for 10 cents, € packsand

thll Ring for 50 cents, Agents’ Book
FRINTING CO., New Haven, Coon,

y Mt
Mo
o,
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THE PILLOW-INHALER!

e | B OP‘TA,RRH ALL-NIGHT INEHALATION!

A positive revolution in the treatment of diseases of the respiratory organs: An absolute
cure for CATARRH, BRONCHITIS, ASTHMA, and kindred ailments.

This wonderful invention is curing ‘“hopeless cases » of CATARRH amd CONSUMPTIVE
DISEASES. It applies medicated and curative alr to the mucous lining of the nose, throat,

and lungs all night, whilst sleeping #as wusual. If inhalation for a few minutes a day will *

sometimes cure and relieve catarrh, consumption, ete. (which experience has proved beyond a

doubt), inhaling continuously for eight hours out of the twenty-four, will reach cases which

NSUMPT\O“ physicians have given up to die.

Perfectly comfortable, safe and pleasant.

Sl R

(Being cured.)

Mgus. M. J. CiapwicH, Richlandtown, Bucks Co.. Pa., says: “ I had ( OFFICE OF MACEDON AGRICULTURAL WORKS, to her physical strength, than all the others had done in years. Money
Oatarrh for fifteen years, and was going into Consumption. The Pillow- Manufacturers Farmers' Favorite Grain Drill, 5 would not induce her to part with it and the comfort it has insured.
Inhaler has wrought such a cure for me that I feel I cannot do too much to (8. N. GALLUP, General Agent,) MACEDON. N, Y. 8. N. GALLUP.
i i spread the knowledge of it to others. TaE PiLLow-INHALER CO. Gentlemen :(—The immense benefit my wife | MRs. 8. E. MARTIN, Cleveland, Ohio, says: *‘T have suffered from Asth-

Miss MARJORIF MarcH, 2043 Chelfnut Street, Philadelphia, says: **I | has received from the steady use of your Pillow-Inhaler, has gone beyond | ma, more or less, all my life, bt have been perfectly free from it since using
have used the Pillow-Inhaler and can speak positively of its merits as a | all that you promised. For years she was a constant sufferer from pain and | the Inhaler. It has also removed all that sore and tight feeling thar attends
cure of Catarrh, and | have known of a positive cure of a very bad case of | soreness in her throat, inflammation of larynx and vocal chords, and for & | weak lungs, Iam satisfled that it is the only way to treat the lungs for my
Catarrh, by the use of the Pillow-Inhaler, when every other means falled.” | year at one time hvd scarcely spoken a loud word, She had been treated | trouble.

L 5 & o . . ¢ C'a- | by eminent specialists with much benefit, but the few months' use of the | «wRy g woND E." says: * Ga s S
o tﬂ:ir?l}‘lg:\t‘;\éj.Pﬁ]‘:)l‘:."T{ﬂlr:]iélrthlnll}‘:;aggll; T‘:g:ﬁzmeﬂr?‘i:r]"g been cured of Ca- | gl o Inhaler has done more in the way of real improvement and adding | penefit to my flm“),_.'.ul The Pillow-Inhaler has been of invaluable

No matter what you have tried, or how despairing you are, the Pillow-Inhaler is a cure, unless you are so diseased your lungs will not take in enough
oxygen from the air in daily breathing to support life, .
Explanatory circular and book of testimonials sent free to any address, by writing to

THE PILLOW-INHALER CO., 1520 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

p  LADY AGENTS WANTED FOR
w MADAME GRISWOLD’S

TO [NTHUDUCE zl':rf.ola‘;:l'.)r\:-eﬁ:)'t'll‘yrytl]:g - Northern grown stock i8 most hardy and will give best
- 3 t.

N LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL | results. Try i

and PRACTICAL HOUSEKEEPER 12 Plants $1. by mall,
Purchaser's choice of kinds m

choice of varieties. Prepaid,

. w With directions for treatment.

These collect h t

3 MONTHS on trial, on receiptof
ections have been sen

ONLY 12 CENTS
to all parts of U. 8. from California to Maine and Canada to Florida tor the

in postage stamps. 8 pages, illus-

tx':xilccl. handsomely printed, care- P
fully edited by Louisa past six years, with our packing, in excellent condition. Tiberal indnce-
KNAPP. Splendid domes- ments to Clubs of $35 or $10, with Cash Preminm. For $1 you
ic ."il,l!l‘il".‘r_h 1{(;,&'111_:.‘1‘ let‘,; may select 12 plants, one or 12 of a kind, viz., 3 to 12 varieties, Ageratum.
\ tersfrom JOHN'S W IFE," Alternanthera, Basket Plants, Begonias, Bouvardias. Carnations, Centau-
i CLARTSSA P(l'{"};hl!. 1 reas, Chrysanthemum, Cigar Plants, llouble Daisy, Golden or Double Fever -
“HEL E X __A YR :-.,]v and few, Fuchsia, Pelargoniums, Single Geranioms, Double Geraniums, Sweet
}»}:hn'_rr;_.l -\_';F;!*fhlf-_’ Q, _\':’_‘“:"g Scented or Ivy Leaved Geraniums, Heliotrope, English Ivies, Lantanas,
A'I*"]’-;['I_:';f?“?;‘: l'vgry el 8milax, Oxalis, Double or Single Petunia, Climbing, Hardy Perpet=
Art ] Fancy nal, or EVERBLOOMING OSES 12. $1, Salvias,
Lemon Verbenas, Abutilon, Ama- 9 ryllis, Achyran-
thes, Alyssum, Calceolarias, Eupatorium. Stevia, Lobeling., Ornamental
Grass, Verovicas, Gladiola, Colens, Pansy, Tuberoge, Verbena. Kemem =
ber it is 1’2 plants from above list for $1.00. You select 12 of one kind
and state 17 3, 6 or 12 varieties are wanted of one kind, or 12 plants 12 kinds,
from above, $!, or 15 plants (15 varieties) my choice, one of a kind, $1.
8 Cyclamen, $1. 8 Primrose, $1. 8 Brouze Geraniam. 8 varieties, $1.
8 Ferns, $1, or make your selection of & from the 4 kinds for 1. 18
Pansy, choice, $1. 20Gladiola, $1, 20 Verbenas, $1. 20 Single Petunias,
$1. 16 Tuberose, pearl blooming bulbs, $1. 5 Moss Rose, $1 One each
Primrose, Tuberose, Moss, Tea, Bourbon, China, Hardy, Climbing Roses,
8 strong plants, $1, One each Camellia, Azalia, Wax Plant, Boavardia,
Calla, $1. Two Dahlia, 2 Cannas, 1 Calladium, 1 hardy Phlox, 1 Rose, 7
for 1. Three Honeysuckles, (3 varieties.) 3 varieties Hardy Shrubs, $1.
One each Century Plant, Echeveria, Cactus, Artillery Plant, Abutilon, and
Hardy Rose, $1. One each Fern, Variegated Grass, Abutilon, Cobea,
I.[ydranuc-n. Gloxinia, Cyclamen, $1. Six $1 packages by mail for $5;
13 $1 pﬂckui;es by mail $10; or if erdered by express $1 packages
for $3; 56 $1 packages for $3.75; 7 $1 kages for $ 5 $1 packages
for $10; all labeled, express paid by pureh: reminms,
See below. i
Ideliver to any part of the U. 8. or Canada, free of postage, strong pot grown plants of Everblooming Roses that
will give abundance of ﬂu‘wera during the summer and guarantee them to arrive safely. 6 beautiful varieties for
$1; 13 varieties tor $2; 20 varieties for $3; 27 varieties for $4; 36 for $5: your choice, all labeled. T will also

answers to ¢«
Children's

$500 ¢

subscription and full particy
LADIES? HOME JOU

TALUABLE
ﬁ eI RENT FREE.

>

usements, Puzz i
eper’s helps and hints.
for the largest club,
= for three months trial
lars to agents, Address
NAL, Phila., Pa.

AND SKIRT
SUPPORTER.

IKLOG

923 Broadway, New Yorl.
BEST CORSETS IN THE WORLD,
Dressmakers Delight in Fitting over Them!
They combine Durability, Comfort, Healthfulness

)
send free, 1
valuwable
1T

and Ele awd being made in various styles forward 12 roses, my choice of varieties, not labeled, by mail,[})repnld‘ for $1; 25 for $2. See mailing list above.
and lengths are adapted toall. Physicians recommend i b s The roses are all wintered in cold houses, and are in condition to produce the very best resuits for summer
them, They are not sold ht; merchants, l?x(]rluui\'le ter- g ﬁ:);}"'h{'} {:i;)m Jring, al blooming, with proper treatment.

ritory given. Ladies make this a profitable and per . . il o SRt " 2CTIONS 2 - i *
A P oa 81,50 , an elegant new 3 PLANT COLLECTIONS FOR BEDDING, or Immediate Blooming, the'best bloowers and most

), aud upwards. Ordersby 7 5 in eolc ed 1) 1 3} ) i 3 3
' 3 0, - with a sparkling Parisian Diamond in the centre. A p distinct in color, selected from new and standard varieties. Six best sorts Carnations, Dahlias, Fuchsias, Single
mail |nrr>lln;rlly‘f}lilll;1\;;';,' EII‘;TINI{“,:;;[}”;)“;'”E}}” agents | geot m-;}uy. 8 Ladies Brilliant Eor Jewels, ;-In i | Geraniums, Double Geraniums, Golden Bronze, lvy Leaved or Sweet Scented (':cranlum'\: Double Petuniﬁlsl
gr G h‘!A iy q-z'" Br Ad ! I\"'Y & having a small French Diamond in the centre, with a | Pelargoniums, Everblooming Roses or Lantanas, 6 best sorts 6 strong plants, $1. Six best Coleus, 75¢. Rix bpgi
Mt:d rm:rfé" Au;:luwwell S Wml:';‘rl‘?:& %{;Luu' Masg, | Seiting of find Roman Gold; very rich and elegant. 4. [ Gladiola, 75¢. Rix best Hellotrope, 75c. Rix best Pansies, 40c. ' Six best Verbenas, 40¢, Four $1 pkgs., $3, by
3 B.EBIU’I‘D-;\M; 126 State Street l‘llml;g('»‘. Vi " l]:'rllﬁ’;:-‘ét ;{hﬁ:’xblsﬁ?f[aleIII;ER::;‘)‘lo :‘l;‘il Loy fd ocL express; 6 for $4.50; 15 $1 pkgs. for $10. 830 CASH PREMIUM to the § parties sending the larzest ¢lub
B WYGLNT & CO., Fredonia, N. ¥ 5] s 1 orders for the season to July 1st, 1884, $15 10 tirst, $10 to second, $5 to third. It includes all collections of plants,

* suitable for lady or gentleman, and sure to v 4
¥. KING & (0., 814 Main Street, Kunsas City, Mo- | in mind we send the Ponr premimms named seeds, bulbs, offered in catalogue of 1834 in Club Orders only.

aid, and Backlog Sketches three months, for SEEDS._I devote special attention 1o this branch. To Florists and others in search of choice seed,
1

6 cts, Backl oh sued ('lrt'r¥ reliable, fresh and true to name, you should give them a trial. i
1

filled reading matter and freely ill
1 nu BEAUTI FUL 1 Uc lq&f "[!hmk of it1 A Imﬁm, 8-page, semi-month PANSIES —Improved Large Flowering My strain has
10

miums, for only 56 eents! her of the premiums fs

mixed packets, 15¢c. JBALSAM-—Improved large flowerin
worth double the subseription price. For $£1.00 we send 1 A arg =5

extra donble, separate colors or mixed packet, 15c¢ AS=

strated paper three months and four valuable pre- gained a wide reputation for rich colorings and size of fiower;

O of the best songs ever sung, — the most Backlog Sketches a year and a begutiful ring, warrant- Dl B y =
the day : We Never Speak as we Pass By, — Gold, Bample paper for stamp. Agents aﬁgsmg _OIYer m? ehollct'st]et]'nir;lijllrgrj,(.‘ﬂtlﬁriexf', mixed
it Wall,— Kerry Dance, — Warrior Boid, — Blue Alsatian Moun- ; . Atidress Publishors J55 oM € B TiCs Cor pf Double an separate colord, 16¢. ST UNIA—My strain
% tains, — Only @ Blossom from her Grave,— Three Old Maids | ST RO ELINS, AUGUSTA, MAINE. of Double and Single Fringed are nnequalled; S8ingle Fringed

packet. 25c.: Donble Fringed, 50c. packet. PHLOX
DRUMMONDII—Of superior u_‘m‘l!ly! choicest mixed,
& i

— Plirting in the Starlight,— Grandmother's Old Easy This great offer 1s made by well-known, rellable
— Don't Drink, my Boy, To-mght.—and 9Q others. wlhiiﬂh‘ers. All should au’bs-{r!be ot 6o,

] Home Songs, ().smi;-l Songs, :v'(-ntgaon!ul. ;_ildrc-nlsi h‘iha:.'m pﬂ(l_!lkt’.t. 10¢ STPCH TEN WEEHRS - For doubleness
; ete,  The entire collection of { smay-for only 00 | T T T e 5 B PR and contrast in colors are graded the best; packet, 10¢, mixed
gy il (s 300 ior 25¢. Q for 50c. 1,500 for $1.00. - > snm_WIndlng Musmal wamn. colors, PRIMROSE—The seed are saved from the very

7
CHASE BROTHERS, DEDHAM, MASS. cholcest single and double sorts, and considered of superior
strain; many colors, mixed, single, 25¢. ; double, 50c. per packet,
CARNATION —Saved from the choicest named sorts,
mixed, packet, 25c. GLOXINIA—RBest French Hybrids,
choice collections, packet 25¢c. G ERANIUM—Saved from
over 100 of my best single and double varieties,15c. € VCLA=
MEN—These are grown from the cholrest named sorts, 2.
SRBENA-—Seed saved from 50 best named varieties, 15c. "
MOLLYHOCHK, Double—Unsurpassed excellence as to
size, colors, contrast in eolors, mixed, packet 15c. One trial
“Home, Sweet Home,” packet seed of each above 18 varieties, $1.50,
“ Yankee  Doodle,”

“Blue Bells of Scot- ‘,T offered are grown from the best selected specimens and can
land,"” “Swanee Riv~ EGETABLE SEED be classed with the very best grades ;.'rm?u. If you want
er,” “Carnivalof Ven- good seed for good gardens, try them. As to freshness. purity, are number one. BERT.—
f dce” athe Eclipse, Egyptian, Bastains, Early Blood Turnip. CABBAGE.—Wakefleld (true), Exeel-
e sior Flat Dutch, Fottler's Early Drumhead, New Red Early Pickler, Blood Red Erfurt, Royal
m}:g’ng;té bititees Al Drumhead, Perfection Savoy. CORN.—Early Marblehead, Minnesota Excelsior, Tuscarora,
! fnstructs and enter- Mexlican, all fresh, northern grown, true to name. ONION.—T Globe Danvers
- taing both old and from selected stock from cholce hand picked onions, and nome will produce better results.
~ young. On receiptof M E LONS.—Golden Gem, Nutmeg Improved.The Boss, Icing,Cuban Queen, Bay View. Vick's

Each Watch is finely made, silver plated,and

i the greatest novelty éver offered to the boye
and girls of America. Itisa

COMPLETE MUSICAL INSTRUNENT,

size and shape of & watch, with

Frinted on 0% rxtra Large Uhromos n
nine colors, xxx board. French & Swiss florals,

Music Box attachment con-
cealed within, so ar-
ranged that when wound
at the stem plays one of
the following tunes; il

rememhrance & Good Luck, German, Flo-
ral, Mottoand Verse Cards, nameiu fancy seript type, 10c.
14 packs $l. 2 Our Besutiful bound Book of 100 styles for
1884, 20c¢. Address 8, M, FOOTE, Northford, Cora.

SOLID RIN G made of
K. R old, warran-
oke

W
postepaid o ingand Casket for 45 ¢.,
also give sample case of our Beautiful
Cards, (you’ll be more than pleased) also
our New lllustrated Premium List, Price

Listand agents’ terms for 1584, Offer made to s e new custos

mers and_good till Jan. 1, 1885, But 8 Rings with Caskets

and ona Case of be sent to one address for §1.85,

50 * Beauntics,” all d and silver, motto, verse, N g & 1l send it b; 1 he finest melons. PEAS.—Excel A or, T [ ek
1 an 4 2 36 cts gend it by Early, all grown from the fine AS.—Excelsior, A. Wonder, Telephone, Strata

o0 Jikless ‘;gis“ﬁm"‘ m‘el.‘ 3;‘::::':';22'{02 'Q:ﬂ‘l:; % ‘I‘}_‘. " Qe“oé* x;wsnﬁ‘.:p t-paid M.Ju_l! Iae‘l:u, bundance, Everbearing, Rival, Perpetual Bearer, Emperor, and many others. TOM A=

g Book Sser Stamps tasens o . CARD €O,, Contarbrook, Conn. = il i DR ety R Favorite, Acme, Essex Hybrid Mayfower of our own growth. " POTATOES.—

Box for 38 cents. You will be

MUSICAL WATCH FREE roetis Sin SN e 0 wrovidece, . &
) SO Satin Gloss Chrome Cards, notwoalike e 3

c designs. 1 1pks #1 & this
toh Fre

Early Mayflower, the best early potatoes ever introduced: E. Sunrise, Vick's Early,
Early Hebron, Early Vermont, Clark’s No. 1, E. Gem,; White Elephant, Improved Peachblow,
Mammoth, E. Rose, Chicago Market. ST]*;!WBEIIRIEH.—Jame:« Vick, Manchester,
Garfleld, Atlantic, Bidwell, Sharpless, 20 other leading sorts. IRAFIES.—Moore's Farly,
Prentiss, Vergennes, Early Victor, Pocklington, other leading sorts. Fay’s New PHO=
LIFIC CURRANT, other sorts. Bmmi:erriu. Blaekberries, efc.; etc.

New Catalogue, §0 pages, about 200 illostrations, deseribing many novelties in Seeds,
Plants, Roses, etc., mailed free to all, ready about 15th Feb. Do not give your order elsewhere
until you fhave examined my list. WCo E. ALILEBEIN,[Brattlehoro. Vt.

. Bril liantar b lshed Golden
i Beautles, Souve
nirs of Friendship,
¥ FPen Script Mot~
' g.l\‘u,]?irli'.\lol.l-ms . = l
X and Verse Cards, with name, 10¢, 6 pks, & ¢
Satin Engmel Chromo | genulnerolled gold sealring, 50c, Agt’s complets nn.nmsa]lal'ous;{’
50 Cards, 10e, Latest im{»or:éd | ported embossed scrap pictures, 2ats, Alling Bros,, Northford, Ct,

' P Soclgno, X packa & this elagant POCKLINGTON,DUCH= #
Riugocs beantifal imported Sk : Labels S T WASHING= :
N g 2 ef for §1. 1llus’d lis! ik . =
X 3 LR with 1 “:nmgrlebwli. 250, | €3 Frmt Ym"‘ ﬂwn GardSanel- TON, VERGENNES,; it i
. . = “.'Xun.ln. e 5 i S & ith our $3 Printing I":‘[:;lsﬁ MOORES HARLY,JEF-

g ¢. with ou : 4 . JMOORES EARLY,JEF- ;

3 811 vots new and benutiful Faucy Cards; 10 t LA Larger sizes for circulars, &e. $8 to $75. FERSON, EARLY VIC- §

GARD ‘]’npulur.S{)l 8, with music, i:)cluiling ** Over Ah‘ For p'easure, money making, young or TOR, BRIGHTON .

pame on 10

i v )
st Sample Album in_America, R3¢,
;'xcmn-a! 20 cts, F. W. Austin, New Haven, Ct.

old. Everything easy, printedtinstruc-

# tlons. Send 2 stamps for Catalogue of Also other Small Fruits,and all older varie- LARGERST RTOCK tn AMERICA.
Presses, Type, Cards, &c. to factory. tles Grapes, Extraquality. Warranted true. Priceareduced. mna‘.cmmgue;m_
KHelsey & Co., Meriden, Conn, Cheap by mail. Low Ll‘hluul)u!m T.8. HUBBARD, Fredonia, N. ¥-

the Garden Wall:" 10 Seiections for Auto-

FREE ' ﬁre\ph Albums: 10 Pleasing Games, new price
v listand BIG TERMS to agents, all free for

10g.to pay postage. Pearl Card Co., Waltham, Mass.
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TR CHOUSHHOLD

Entered as second-class mall matter at Brattle-
boro, Vt., Post Office.

BRATTLEBORO, VT., APRIL, 1884,

DON'T FORGET that we want a SPE-
CIAYT. AGENT In every county in the
United States. Many are applying for
these special agencies and all are pleased
with the terms we offer. If yoncanattend
to the business in your county It WILL
PAY YOU WELL to do so.

OUR JANUARY EDITION for this year is exhausted and
we can no longer send that number to our subscribers.

WE CANNOT CHANGE THE DIRECTION OF A PAPER Un-
1ess informed of the office at which it Is now recelved, as
well as the one to which it is to be sent.

PEBSONS ACTING AS OUR AGENTS are not anthorized
to take subseriptions to TRE HoUSEHOLD at less than the
published price— $1.10 per year, including the postage.

MONEY MAY BE SENT AT OUR Risx by postal order, or
in a registered letter, or by a bank check payable in New
York or Boston. Don't send personal checks on local
banks.

TrE HouskHOLD is always discontinued at the expira-
tion of the time for which the subscription was paid.
Persons designing to renew their subscriptions will please
remember this, and by taking a little pains to send in
good season save ns a large amount of labor.

URITED STATES POBTAGE BrAMPSs, 1's and 2's, will be
received in payment for any sum less than one dollar
but Do Not send full subscriptions in that way. Itis
just as easy and as safe to send bank bilis in & letter as
their value in stamps, and they are worth a great deal
more to us.

Ovr PREMIUM ARTICLES in all cases are securely
packed and delivered in good condition at the express
office or post office, and we are not responsible for any loss
or injury which may occur on the way. We take all
necessary care in preparing them for their journey, but
do not warrant them after they have left our hands.

CoRRESPONDENTS Will please be a little more particular
(some of them a good deal more) in writing proper
names. A little care in this respect would prevent many
annoying mistakes and the trouble of writing letters ot
inquiry. Names and places so familiar to the writers
that it seems to them that everybody must recognize
them at a glance are oftentimes serious puzzles to stran-
gers unless plainly written.

CANADIAN STAMPS are of no use to us, neither can we
credit full price for mutilated coin. Revenue and pro-
prietary stamps are not postage stamps and we have
no use for them. - And will all our readers, every one,
if you must send the ten cents in stamps, oblige us by
gending 1's and 2's, and put them into the letters
loosely. Do not attempt to fasten them even slightly,
as many are spoiled by so doing. BSeal the envelope
well, and they can't get away.

Lire MemBERsHIP.—Many of our friends have ex-
pressed a desire to subscribe for more than one year at
a time, so as to be sure of the regular visits of THR
HouseroLp without the trouble of renewing every yenar,
and some have wished to become Life Members of the
Band. To accommodate all such we will send Tae
HousEHOLD two years for $2.00, six years for $5.00, and
to those who wish to become Life Members, the payment
of $10.00 at one time will entitle them or their heirs to
receive THE HouseHOLD as long as it shall be published.

LaApies PLEASE BEAR IN MIxD, when sending recipes
or other matter for publication with your subscriptions
or other business, to keep the contributions so distinct
from the business part of your letters that they can be
readily separated. Unless this is done it obliges us to
re-write all that is designed for publication or put it all
tegether among our business letters and wait for a more
convenient séason to look it over. 8o please write all
contributions ENTIRELY separate from any business and
they will stand a much better chance of being seasona-
bly used.

To CAReLEsS CORRESPONDENTS.—It wonld save us
considerable time and no little annoyance, besides aid-
ing us to give prompt and satisfactory attention to the
requests of our correspondents, if they would in every
case sign their names to their letters—which many fail
todo—and also give post-office address including fhe
state. Especially is this desirable when subscriptions
are sent, or any matter pertaining to business is en-
closed. We desire to be prompt and correct in our deal-
ing with our friends, but they often make it e ktremely
difficult for us by omitting these most essential portions
of their communications.

AgeNTs DEsirING A CAsH PREMIUM will please re-
tain the same, sending us the balance of the subscrip-
tion money with the names of the subscribers, and
thus avoid the delay, expense and risk of remalling it.
The amount of the premium to be deducted depends
npon the number of subscribers obtalned, but ean be
readily ascertained by a reference to Nos. 74 and 89 of
the Premium List on another page. It will be seen
that trom 36 to 40 cents is allowed for each mew yearly
subscriber, according to the size of the club. In case
the club cannot be completed at once the names and
money may be sent as convenient, and the premiom
deducted from the last list. Always send money in
drafts or post office nrdeu, when convenient, other-
wise by express.

Our WEDDING PRESENT of a free copy of THE HoUsr-
HOLD for one year to every bride, has preved a very ac-
ceptable gift In many thousands of homes during the
past few years, and we will eontinue the offer for 1684.
This offer amounts practically to 8 year's subscriptionto

THE HoUSBEHOLD to every newly married couple In the
United Btates and Canada, the only conditions being that
the parties (or their friends) apply for the present within
one year from.the date of their marriage—enclosing ten
cents for postage, and such evidence as will amount to &
reasonable proof that they are entitled to the magazine
under this offer. Be sure and observe these conditions
fully; and don't forget either the postage or the proof.
Nearly every bride can send a copy of some newspaper
giving notice of her marriage, or the notice itself clipped
in such a way as to show the date of the paper, or a
statement from the clergyman or justice who performed
the ceremony, or from the town clerk or posimaster ac-
quainted with the facts, or some other reasonaBle evi-
dence. But donot send us ** names of parents "’ or ofher
witnessés who are strangers to us, nor “‘refer’ uns to
any body—we have no time to hunt up the evidence—the
party making the application must do that. Marriage
certificates, or other evidence, will be returned to the
senders if desired, and additional pestage is enclosed
for the purpose. Do not send money or stamps in pa-
pers—it is unlawful and extremely unsafe.

by Mail
]

Eag{ter Cards

OUR EASTER CARD PACKETS

For 1884 are unusually attractive, and we trust all will
avail themselves ot our offers:

No. 1—For 54 cents and 4 cl!. t’nr

arcus
mer & Fnluner. and other
gether with a handsome Fringed Card, or Marl s
Ward's Folding Mizpah Card with verses by Miss
HAVERGAL.
No.2—For 50O cents and 4 cts. for postage,

ne Easter Cards, to-

arge ai ne Ca rom the above publighers,
and one beautiful Satin Card.

No. 3—For $1.00 and 6 cents for postage.

& cholce seiection o J autiful cards o arcus

Ward's, Prang’s, etc., and one elegant large Satin

Card (very choice) with gilt edges.

Stamps or Posial Notes Recelved.
TOTEACHERS ONLY.

50 Marcus Ward’s, Prang’s, and other beauti-
ful Cards, no two alike, for $1 and S cents postage.
Retter assortment, 82 and 10 cents postage. A very
cholce selection, no two alike, $3 and 20 cents for
postage and registering.

We refer by permission to Hon. E. 8. ToBiY. Post-
master, Boston, and to the publishers of the YcUTH'S
COMPANION.

H. H, CARTER, Wholesale Stationer,
3 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass.

To Agents and Denlers or Any One ordering
$5 and 40 cents for postage and registering of the above
packets, at one time, a $1 packet will be sent free; and
as the sma’lest card in any of these packages will sell
readily for five cents or ten each, a handsome profit can
be realized.

RELICS FROM THE “ROCKIES.”

For $5.00 six handsome specimens of mineral, crystals
and conglomerates will be sent prepaid to any sdcress.
MRS, [. E. CLARK, Kelley, Socorro Co., New Mexico.

Infant’'s Wardrobe.

Feor forty cents I will send, to any one wishing them,
ten patterns for a baby's new style Health Wardrobe, or
patterns first short clothes, Health Garments, at same
price. Mms. F. E. PHILLIPS, (Fayg,) Brattleboro, Vt

that every one should

SOMETHIN know : Tlow fifty hens

can be made to pay 3 per cent. on $°000. Full instroc-
tions will be sent, with 13 pare-blooded eggs, Plymouth
Rocks, Brown Leghorn, Brahma, or Houdan, for $3.00.
Instructions without eggs, $1 00, Perfect satisfaction
or money refunded. Also, white Fan-tail Pigeons for
sale at $2.00 a pair. Address W. A BAKER, 236 Put-
nam Avenue, Cambridgeport, Mass.

A lady acent in every

WANTE "™ place for Holmes' Ad=

Jnstable Pillow Sham Holder. Most useful
and ornamental household article everinvented. Agents
are reporting great success. A complete outfit sent
I ¥. Now is the time to sell them. Write at once
fnor terms, to N. HOLMEN, 357 Washington &t., Boston,

ans.

We have one of the above Holders in use, and like it
very much.—ED. HOUSEROLD.

THE DINGEE & CONARD CO'S
BEAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOMING

ROSES

lishment a s Eclﬂ
ROSES. 60 LERE 5

%’5}3 %alono. Wac’!\;EsA b

Y in PFBMIL:

Hmmm aly dsuitable for t}mmo—
Roctnm

lg ? all labeled, for 813

orsz ;9 for ds 36 Forgas 35 for £ 857 75 Tot

d our NEW IDE, a complete

ha NeNTBc?Ekganltv il Au.a!ﬂlfcw.i‘E‘R 0

abhn Grove, Jhester 09 Pae

New Priced Catalogue of

9 ART- EMBROIDERY MATERIALS
ad STAMPING PATTERNS gent free.
J.D. CLAPP, BOSTON, MASS,

BERRY Plants bymmlor

rsu at ane—hnlf

ents’ prices, ITies,
o ?-?Eii':w'i’}:ﬁ‘y MHS GARFIELD
A perfect flowering Ssedlin ch it far sur.

sesin i mnciu,ﬂmneu& whﬁawor Fulldascmp’n
{5 free catalogue.” HALE BROS., So.Glastonbury. Of

"liee What Cuticura Does for Mel”’

INF'ANTILE and Birth Humors, Wilk Crust,
Scalled Head, Eczemas. and every form of liching,
Scaly, Pimply, Serofulous and Inherited Diseases of the
Blood, Skin and Scalp, with Loss of Hair, cured by the
COTICURA REMEDIES. Absolutely pur eand safe. Cuti-
cura, the great Skin Cure, 50 cts ; uticura -oap, an
exquisite Skin Beautifier and only Medicinal Baby Soap
25 cts., and Cuticura Resolvent, the new Blood Purifier
%1, are sold by Druggists. Potter Drug and Chemieal
f‘u.. Boston.
g Send for * How to Cure 8kin Diseases.”

TRY DREER’S GARDEN
Y@= SEEDS

which have been planted by
some growers for 45 years.
The quality is the first
consideration secured by
the most careful selection.
The prices, the lowest con-
i sistent with sterling merit.
Dreer’s (zarden Calen-
dar for 188 l,nﬂenux Vege-
table, Flower and Field Seeds.
Plants, Bulbs, and (\erlg}thm for
the garden, mailed Free. HENRY ti"
714 Lh(--«tnut htre{:t. PHIL."\I)E] PlllA.

Our new cst,nlogue. best published,
Free toall. 0 varieties, 300
tilustrations, ;un ought to have it.

e BENSON, MAULE & Co., Philadelphu,Pn

LADIES’ FANCY WORK.

BOOK OF INSTRUCTIONS AND PATTERNS
for Arfistic Needle Work, Kensington Embrotdery,
Directions for Making Knifted Work, ete. Tells how to
make 20 Stitches, including South Kensington, Outline,
Persian, Tent, Star, Satin, Janina, Filling, Feather,
ete. Patterns for Scrap Basket, Splasher, Tidy, Piano

Cover, etc. Price, 36 cts.
ACRAME LACE., RICK-RACK axp DARNED
LACE PATTERNS. This Book has 50 [llusira-
tions, Including 15 Darned Lace Patlerns, Patterns and
Instructions for Making Macrame lLace, Rick- Rack
Trimming, 1idy, Work Bag, etc. Price, 50 cis.

8 Tidy Palterns for Java Canvas, Honey- eomb and
Twine work. Price, 20 cts. SI AL OFFER:
AL These 2 Books and & Tidy Patterns for 30

® two-cent 31&:1]\8

ING -lLLH LYNN, m.\ss

SILKS, SATINS AND VELVETS.
Finest assortment, largest quantity. Sample packages
of 25 kinds 20c¢., large pkgs. with patterns and directions
$1. Send size or pattern if special shapes are required,
otherwise they will mostly be in the odd shapes most fa-
vored for crazy work. Velvets for applique, in great
variety of designs; diamonds, circles, triangles, cres-
cents, stars, ete, Fer terms see circular with all pkgs.
Bilks, apphqun or brocaded handkerchief with $5.00

orders. Beautiful cards with all orders,

PARK SILK WORKS, NORTH HAVEN, CONN.

MUSIC GIVEN AWAY!!

To introduece our Catalogue of Bheet Music, Music
Books, and Musical Instruments in every Family hav-
ing a piano or organ, we will, on receipt of lle to pay
postage and wrapping, send free Scomplete pieces
of the very latest popular vocal and instrumental
mausic, full size, 11}%x13 inches, printed on fine heavy
music paper. The above would cost $2.00 at any Music
Store. WILLIS WOODWARD & CO.,

817 und S$19 Broadway, New York.

Silks for Patchwork|®

In endless variety of beautiful styles, 50-cent and $1.00
packages. W. F. BSPEAR, North Adams, Mass.
20 Nice bright pieces for 20c.

SIIJI{ . \lLk LO North Hartland, \thAR

or Beauty of Polish, ving L?)m‘, Clean-
liness, Durability and Cheapness,Unequalled,
MORSF BER( Proprietors, Canton, Mass.

6 [DRESS REFORN.

E. 14th Union Undergarments.
e q*q.’ and Drawers in Ons.

Made in all weights
of Merino, Cash-
mere, and Silk:
Chemilettes, Prin-
cess Skirts, E qui-
poise, Emancipa-
tion, Dress Reform,
andComfort Waists., B
Corded Waists

a Specialty,
Shoulder Brace and

(nrsm combined,
Braces,
bdominal Sup-
gmrr('rs Obstetric
Bandages, Shoulder Stocking
‘\uppnrtvrn -ammn Napkins, etc. Cunstom work

gr{lmp[l\- anondp:l to. New IMustrated Matalogue Sent
“S. A. FLETCHER.
6 Hast 14th St., New York.

TI:"lorida Gazetteer.

Just issued. Description of every town, business and
location; principal orange growers and farmers; best
map. Price $3
CUSHING & APPLEYARD,
50 Lundscape Marine Bouquet, Summer & Winter
View Chromo Cards with name 10c., 6 packs and
Ring,50c.

Send six cents for postage, and re-
ceive free a costly box of goods which
will help all, of either sex, to more

smoney right away than anything else

in this world. Fortunes await the
workers absolutely sure. Atonce address TrUE & Co.,
Au,ucm Maine.

HONEY BEES.

The New System of Bee=Heeping.

Every one who has a Farm or Garden can keep Bees
on my plan with good Profit. T have received One
Hundred Dollars Profit, from eale of Box Honey from
One Hive of Bees in one year. [llustrated Circular
of Full Particulars Free. Address

MRS. LIZZIE E. COTTON, West Gorham, Maine,

Jacksonville, Fla.

Bample Book, 25¢. Foote Bros. .horlhmrd Ct.

PHIZE 50 Satin Chromos with name 10 cts..3 packs and
Priz iO{' Yale Printing Co., New Haven, ("1,

10.CENTS. 2 5= 20 v

KIMBALL & CO., Lewiston, Maine.

5 ALL Hidden name and Chromo Cards, with present,
10¢, 12 pks. &ring $1. O. A. Brainard, Higganum,Ct

alike, name on, 10 cents, 1 3 packs $1.00. Agent's

50 NEW all gold, motto & hand Chromo Cards no 2
L.JONER &( 0., Nassau, N.Y.

sample book 25¢

FANGY WORK PATTERNS FREE.

50 New Fanev Work Patterns, Alphabets, Cross-stitch
Patchwork, Tidies, etc. An endless variety FREE with
one new Album of 75 Choice Transfer Pictures. All for
one silver Dime. PRATT & CO., Southville, Mass.

LARGE ASSORTMENT for Patchwork in
2bc. and $50e¢. packages. ®amples, 10 cts.
Large v: ‘lrl(‘ﬁ(‘-“ in Remnants from 1 to 10 yd.
pieces. Bamples 25¢c. Pequot Rilk Mills, No. Heven, Ct.

A DY of education wanted on SAT.ARY in every
city and village, A FEW wanted totravel. W
capital required. TYLER & CO., Detroit, Mich.

leks for patchwork all colors 10 llrgre samples 10c. 50c.
and $1 pkgs. large pieces. Silk Co. North Haven, Ct.

THE BIGGEST THlNG OUT "Sont Frees

(mew) E. NABON & (‘ . 120 Fulton Bt., New Yeork.

IMustrated Book

50!10w Chromo Cards no}allka name on,10c.,18 packs.
$1 Prl:es given, E.D. G|'bert P. ML Ihggnnnm. ot

qth\fm Parrmrm.i ﬂll shades and colors, in 50c.
and $1.00 packages. Conn, 8ilk Co., No, Haven, Ct.

ﬁ ‘ '.N ewEnaméledChromoCards for 1884,name on,10¢.
Prise with 8 packs., Potier & (o.. Montowase, (.

DIAMOND DYES

Arc the Best Dyes Ever Made.
DRESSES, COATS, SCARFS,

BONS, FEATHERS

and perfec colored to any shade.

32 FAST AND DURABLE COLORS.
EACH PACKAGE WILL COLOR ONE TO FOUR LBS. OF GOODS,
Ask for the DIAMOND DYES, and take no other.

None can compare with them for Brillian Dura-
bility, S8implicity and Economy. Sold by all cgruggi.sta
and merchants, or send us 10 cents and &n}{)gc]orwmmed

sent post-paid. 27 colored samples and a
tions sentfora 2 ce:

ok of

WELLS & RIC]IA]S)SOV ©0., Burlington, Vt.

HOODS,
YARN, STOCKINGS, CARPET RACS, RIB-
or any fabric or fancy arti-

FLORAL CIFTS!
B0 CARDS SiYSENES OF FRIEND.

SHIP, Heauhful |Ieslum,
name neatly printed,10e. 11 PACK! s Ele-
gant Ring, 1 uscuple
Charm and Fancy Card
&) Case, ®1. Get ten of your
friends to send with you,
and you will obtaln these
THREE PREMIU
Jour packFR

Ihum of Samp! is,
NORTHFORD CARD (U Northford, Conn.

Magnifies
1,000 times

Cold Paint.

Bronze Paint.
For gilding Fancy Baskets, Frames,

Artists’ Black

at the druggists, or
WE

st» aid from
8 & RI &

Silver Paint.

Chan-
deliers, and forall kinds of ornamental work. E"quﬂl to
any of the high priced kinds and only 10 cts. a package

DEON CO., Burlington, Vt.

“orders, Catalogue FREE. Order now.
WM. B. REED, Chambersburg, Pa.

By mail, ym-( -paid. 4 for
50c., 12 for %1. Bafe
arrival and full satisfac-
tion guaranteed. Direc-
tions for culture with all

3 PATENT COLD

Bus WATCH CASES
Economy! Btrength! Dura-

bility ! ELEGANT DESIGNS |

GUWARANTEED for 20 Vears'

CELEA ART, WORK. ||
iy deaoge - | TUBEHUSE'_.__DUUBIE PEARL'

d 2(No.l)flowering

THE ART INTERCHANGE, a fort:
lustrated j Uumnl 01 all Art h'orl,. B
Painting, Emb
EXTRA ¥U L-I’Au

supplementﬂ.\ Questions promptl
and su§ge-! tions given without charge. Establishe:
The only art &mﬁer giving colored supplements, 3.00
year ; gl reée months subscriptions recelved.

epecial han
this paper,

books on all branches of Art Work, BSention

Ey Car\'mg‘ Modelling. Yor 1881,
IN COLOR, MONTH-
LY ; also regular full- smed doub‘l&sheet “\vl"]\l.[‘l: design

T}
SuERLERE 1 “'Q(Falzgr’ sent safely by mail to any P,

bend
8e.in abam&:s for sample copy and catalogue of 1l]]ustrnwd

WM. WHITLOCK, 140 Nassau St., N.Y.

Sweetest of Flowers. 1 will se:
bulbs by mail to any address,with full directions
for blooming, on receipt ot 1sc, or ’4 for 2sc. PI.ANTS
single variety same price. The fnllo\\mg
). on receipt of price:
12 Carnation Finks (monthly), a fine assortment, 8 1
12 Hardy Scotch or "s\\vtf\!al_ Pinks(12 best m\rh-)%l
8 Carnation Pit ney varieties(choic M%I
12 Geraniums, Zonale, choice new in 12 sorts, %1
Tilu istrated Deseriptive Priced O atalogue ¥ REE
CHAS, T, STARR, Avondale, Chester Co., Pa,
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PRIZES OFFERED,

The proprietors of the Diamond Dyes, (Messrs.
Wells, Richardson & Co., Burlington, Vt.,) have
authorized THE HOUSEHOLD to offer two prizes
for the best essays on the uses of Diamond Dyes,
a first prize of twenty dollars, and & second
prize of ten dollars. The essays are to give the
results of actual experience in the use of the
Dyes, with plain statement of methods, and to
cover as many different uses as practicable.
They must be written in an interesting and prac
tical manner, and are subject to the followlng
conditions :

The persons ccmpeting for the prizes must be
subseribers to THE HOUSEHOLD, and have al-
ready contributed something to its colamns.

To any such person applying to Wells, Rich-
ardson & Co., Burlington, Vt., and in their ap
plication agreelng to make a faithful trial of the
Dyes, dnd to submit an essay by May 15, a quan-
tity of the Dyes of from one 10 three dozen will
be turnished at one dollar per dozen. When the
essay is received the money will be refunded.

This method is adopted to avoid imposition
from pergons who would send for dyes, but
would not write. The essays must not exceed
sufficient matter to make a page of THE HOUSE-
HOLD when printed. They are to be sent to the
Editor who will act as judge and award the
prizes.

The first prize article will be published iman
early number of THE HOUSEHOLD. The prizes
will be pald as soon as the decisions are made.
We trust our best contributors will compete for
these prizes as in doing so they will be surprised
to learn for what a great varlety of purposes the
Dyes are adapted, and how perfect the results
are.

We hear much in these days of dress reform
undergarments, and, doubtless, many of us agso-
ciate them with all that is uncouth and uncom-
fortable, but one has only to see the beautifully
made and neatly fitting garments sent out by
Miss Bates, whose advertisement appears in an-
other column, to have this impression at once
dispelled. For growing girls mnothing can be
better than her Bates’ walsts, for surely the time
has come when no sensible mother wopld think
of allowing her young daughter to wear the cor-
sets, against which war has been waged so long.
We do not mean to say that the garments are
adapted only to girls, for they are alike degirable
for mothers as well. And for dainty infants'
garments, from the silken shirts for the first
weeks of babyhood to the neatly tucked and thor-
oughly made slips and comfortable petticoats,
we know of no one who can furnish a more sat-
isfactory outfit than Miss Bates.

House Cleaning made Easy and Complete
by the use of JAMES PYLE'S Pearline.

In these days when hand-painting is almost as
common as pasting pictures on old jugs and jars
was a few years ago, and, alas! much of it pos
sessing about as much beauty as the numerous
lizards and storks of that period, doubtless, many
of the sisters who have more money than artistic
talent, and yet who fully appreciate the beautiful,
will be glad to know where they can send an or-
der for a plaque, screen, or any thing else that
can be painted, and feel sure of being able to
recognize the ferns and flowers they have or-
dered when they see them. To all such it gives
us pleasure to refer to Miss Susie Lee, of Cleve
land, Ohio, whose advertlsement appears in an-
other column., We feel sure that any one send.
ing an order to her will be satisfied with the
work they recelve, and we speak from personal
knowledge.

The whole physical mechanism becomes Im-
paired by the heavy winter diet and lack of open
alr exercise. Ayer’s SBarsaparilla is the proper
remedy to take in the spring of the year to puri-
fy the blood, invigorate the system, excite the
liver to action, and restore the healthy tone and
vigor of the system. -

Among the thousands of brides who are avail-
ing themselves of our * Offer to Brides,” perhaps
there may be some who wish they knew what
kind of soap would be the best for them to pur-
chase. To such we would say we know of noth-
ing more welcome in our kitchen than a box of
Welcome soap. For all kinds of kitchen soap,
we know of nothing better, and would advise all
householders to give it a trial before deciding
what kind to use, feeling sure that if once tried,
it will not readily be given up.

We wish to call the attention of all our house-
keeping readers to the Meat Chopper advertised
in another column. It Is an article which we
have tested thoroughly, and have no hesitancy
in recommending heartily. Nothing could be
nicer for a wedding present to any pair who are
about to start a * household” of their own, and
we are sure any sensible bride would greatly
prefer it to a half-dozen silver-plated pickle jars,
or three or four butter dishes, all of which are
very pretty to be sure, but oh dear! the work of
taking care of them, and keeping them bright
just to look at.

MONARCH HORSE HOE

AND CULTIVATOR COMBINED
For Hoeing & Hilling?o{aiues. /

Corn, Onions, Beets,
Gabbages, Turnips, &ec.

30 Days’

An immense saving of labor and money.
We gnarantee a boy can culilvate aud hoe
and hill potatoes, corn, ete., 15 times as
easy and fast as one man_can the old wav.
Iiunstrated Catalogue FREE. AGENTS
WANTED. NMention this paper. Address

Monarch Mfg. Co., 206 State St.,Chicazo, Il

; ADVATAGES
NoT BURN THE

CHABLE AND, .
UT HANDLE,

ED,IRON BOTH WAYS,

BEST " vstANo CHEAP,

. THREE IRONs,-—
ONE HANDLE AHD A STANIJ TB ASET.

‘HARDWARE TRADE-
STRACHAUER'S

CHuRcH Music,

For Quartet and Octet Choirs.

Mi. HERMANN STRACHAUER, whose pure and elevated
taste, and decided talent as a composer well fit him for
the task, has here given us, in an octavo book of 170
pages, 26 very beautiful quartets, in the form of the
higher church music. Half are his own, and half ar-
rangements from the great masters. Choir leaders will
find this a treasure. Price in Boards, $1.00.

Ludden’s Prononncing Dictionary of

CAL TEE S ($1.95) in all languages, is a
mml hami\ and unmuuvnt book for all musical people.

llF\llll\h FOR THE MUSICAL MIL=
LION iz found in Ditson & Co’s most interesting
BooKSs OF MUSICAL LITERATURE, every year more pop-
ular, and worthy of purchase for ]'u blic Librar €8,
and by all students of music. XLives of Beetho=
ven. ($1.50); hnltschnlk ($1.25); Chopin,
il. 25) 3 illandrl.(%’) felssohm, ($1.25);

08s&

« ($150) Schamani, ($1.25); o=
zarl, ($1.50); Von Webe (2 Vols., each ll .25),
and many others. Send for lists

WAR SONGS 5O cents. Everybody is singing
them. Immensely popular book.

GUITAR AT HOME. ($2.) New,large and
fine colleetion of l:rwht and |mpu|ur musiec.

Lists farnished. ,-\m lmuk mmlotl for ratail price.

OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston.
GROCHET AND KNITTED LACE.

LADIES 1 IT'S ALL THE RAGE to make Tidies
* and Lambrequing with fwine and rib-
bon. Our new book of Crochet and Knitted Lace con-
{&ins 40 Patterns for Tidies, Lambrequins, Edgings, ete.,
with Directions for Making. Price, 30 cts.
COLORED Cress-StiteA Paiterns for 30 cts. All for
20 3-0. stamps. J. F. INGALLS, Lyxx, Mass

50 ]- mbossed Chromo Cards, [foc s

ts of flowers, hand holding |3
b ent and \1ud.=rn Views, &c., k
only 10 cents. “Aik an nd0dengn s for }WW%”“-

you to get up a club we will se
Handsome Four Bladed Pm.x-l }Ianme Knife l"ree
with a tl 00 order. HUB CARD CO., BOSTON, MASS

Cnn now Grasp a Fortunee
Write to usatonceand we will send
You Free our New Illustrated
Giuide to Hapid Wealth, con-
taining 300 sure ways to mak,
money anywhere. Absolute cer-
tainty guaranteed toyou. Address

.l LYNN & C0..76 Bruudwu.y, New Y ork.

Assorted Sl}ks and Sating

1 for CRAG TCHWORK in

$land $2 Embroidery Silk
Je. per package, Any one
a $2 order will receive a
all pteced and embroi~
frm-. Block alone 30c.- Luding-
ton & Woodward, New Haven,Conn.

R RENICMEEN | o
KIDDER'S PASTILLES.S: Mmé.s,lh.l,}l&
_

[

MONTH. Agents Wanted. !N-l best
$ n('l]mg articles in the world. 1 sample FREE,
Address JAY BRONSON, DETROIT, MICH,

1884) Chrome Cards, no 2 alike, with name, 10¢€.,
40(\39k- +$1. GEO.T. RFED&GO{::?% P,\Yq

POOKET ENIVES BY MATL, POST PAID, THURSTONE & BRIGHAM, BUFFALO, N. Y.
Ladiea’ Knife, ex- act size of cut,
ivory handle, two blades, 60q.; pearl
handle, 85 cents, ﬂents‘!_(nire,nme
pattern, but much larger, ivory han-
dle, three blades, $1.00; pearl han-
dle, $1.25. Boys', one - blade, 25e.;
two-blade, 35c. Heavy, one-blade, 60c.; two-blade, T5¢ A Wade & Butcher Razor for $1.00. Remember, if you
are not satisfled we wiﬂ refund your money. We vurnnt all our goods, @ive us a trial, we know you will be
pleased. Send for catalogue. Stamps taken.

All my Seed is warranted to be fresh anc
4 true to name, so far that should it prove

otherwise, I agree to refill orders gratis.
A large part of the great collection of
Seed Iofferisof my own growing., Asthe
original introducer of Eclipse Beet, Bur-
bank Potatoes, Marblehead Early Corn,
the Hubbard Squash, and scores of other
new Vegetables, I invite the patronage
of the publie. In the gardens and on the farms
of those who plant my geed will be found n:y
best advertisement. Catalogues FREE to all.
. GREGORY, SEED GROWER, MARBLEHEAD, MASS,

=== |

n_freetosn address.

PARKER & WO0OD, Snceessors Iu PARKER & GANNETT,
No. 49 No. Market Street, Boston.

SEED POTATOES.

NEW VARIETIES.

Early Mayflower, Early Sunrise, Dakota Red,
Extra Early, Early Maine, Pearl of Savoy,
Yangunard, and all ovher standard varieties, pure
northern grown stock, at lowest rates.

One 1b. each, except Extra Early, (six varielies,) by express
$2.50, by mail prepaid for $3.00.

STRAWBERRIES.

Atlantic, Garfield, Daniel Hoone. James Viek,
Manchester, Lo ellow, Jumbo, Jersey Queen,
Old Iron Clad, hurpius. Downing, Bidwell,
Crescent, Cumberiand, Wilson.

My Plants, Flower Seced and Garden Seed stand
among the very best. Try them. Cormn. Cabbages. Beets,
Onions, Carrots, Peas, Melons, Squashes, Turnips,
Tomatoes, Celery, Uncumbers, are all grown from the
choicest rpmmmt

Fay's New Prolific Red Currant,

The best nmi most prolific of all currants, by mail 50 cems each,
6 for $2.50, 13 for $4.50,50 for $15.00.

If you want choice Currants, Grapes, or other Small Fruits, send
for free catalogue and get prices.

C. E. ALLEN, Brattleboro, Vt.

THE CHEAPEST WORK EVER 1SSUED!
—TH E—

- WORLD’S CYCLOPEDIA

——AND LIBRARY OF—

UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE.

This valuable volume gives accurate and concise information, arranged
i for roady reference on

| Anatomy, Botany, Mineralogy,

1 Archltect\lro. Chemlllr Medicine,
Agriculture, Engineer n[, Physiology,
Astronom Yy Education, Philosophy,
Art- und fences, l-eofrnphy. Religion,

f ?E Geo s Natural

1 Bib ieal Literature, Governments, History,
Cities and Towns of | History, AW,
| the World, Ilortlcnltnra, Commerce,
nxylorutmn&'l'ﬂlvals Literature, Mythology.

Eecclesinstical History | Mechanlics, Languages, &o

It contains over 800 pages, 60,000 References and 1,200 {1lnstrations,
and1s the best and molt po Enr Cyclnpedin for all classes and conditons
ever published. Agents Wanted o take orders for this

INDISPENSABLE LIBRARY OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE.
Rsmp'le (;‘ileu will 'ba uut for examination, by mail, post-paid fer

World Mf'g Go. 122 Nassau Street, New Tork
We Want Agents for the WORLD’S CYCLOPEDIA

And to get at once Brisk, Energetie and Successful Workers, we have decided to give

To the Agent who orders the most
l 0 0 0 c A s H Cyclopedias before JUNE 1st, 1884.
We offer such extraordinary induce=-

n:entu that Agents cannot fail to earn from $100 to $300 per month, We will also divide equally

Between the ten persons who send the ten next

1,000 CASH &ttt
send a sample Cyclopedia by mnn to any address :olr 03.

OLIAR. If you do not find the C\m worth the money we will refund the cash. Everyagentwill realize
Pla ndsome p,}:.,ﬁm on gll orders a‘hu the most unargntfc will receive the $2,000.00 Cash Premiums
named above in addition to all other commissions. Send One Doliar at once for Sample Crclopeﬂu
and Confidentinl Terms to Agents. We have de osited $2,000,.00 cash with JOHN F. PHILL LIPS & Co.,
41 Park Row, New York, to be given as above. n F. Ph lllpl & Co. are the authorized New York Agentsof the
NEW YORK TRIBUNE, and have guaranteed the publ'llhan of the Trlbunuzthm. the cash will ba given as above advertised.

Swaiios | World Manufacturing Co. 122 Nassau Street, New York.

_be sent to the
6()110‘—91)-031'{13(“”“ chromos, your name, in 50 Beautiful Imported Chromeo
Oards, with name in fancy tyne 10e.

pretty type, post-paid 10c. 25
This pu.kinr-lude- allthe lnl:ell-i best

fine guld edge cards 10c. Hid-
iden name cards 12 for 20e. 500 & and most popularstylesever
11 packsand t ';m Beautiful Seal Rin, for

other styles. Big pay to agents,
#1. Get100f your friends tosend wi ]mll

Send 6¢ for terms and samples
to canvass with, md thmget yourown pack and an elegant
g free. Stam

" 8 taken
Hallyised Worln, FSrrsn Oc ROYAL CARD S, NORTHFOID, CONN,

WORD TO YOU it g Hand-Book FREE.
N we wi B -

h A: {1 Sﬂfﬂ;\ﬁlea?“l‘mme:s whic! x il | R.8 & A P LACEY,
;ﬁvt 1(;:;: (?15];“;‘-:4-‘52‘,9%1!;‘-3“&%:: :enxc.. E}.‘]?l Patent Att'ys, Washington, D. 0.

Er1as & Co., Chicago.Il1 Special — ilke Hand-
kenhfeffree to every one ho answers this adv t. -

New style fruit or poek-
et knife, or a nice ring, 8
frea with a 50e. order.

LLG&NT QUILTS in our List of Presents.
Try 1 doz. of our beveled edges, %c. with name.

THAIDF i ( OPY- Present free with each pack. No stamps. No half-
\IA!IK‘!‘ packs. I. M, BALDWIN, Naugatuck, Ct.
N -, IDEQI(-NS.

UES 50 cholce Verse, Bird, Motto, Lnnnmape & Beaview

desorip gﬁon. o B NG A Oc. ts” Bample
%:’d ﬁnml:o:mf{ J’M y L 3 BA..I Ggfm%%gﬁgﬁ?ﬁﬁ?nm Nﬂff%;'"d. f‘nnﬂ.
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P A RMOTUSEBEHOL D,

Makers of all styles of CARRIAGES, BUGGIES,SPRING WAGONS,BINGLE & DOUBLE HARNESE & SADDLES
No. 1. Team Harness g We employ no agents, and if’ No. 42, Two-seated Buggy

£ what you order i8 not satis $85 =it Bole. ]

2 !I}I.(‘.I;Ei 5 We ;-(a;_t all t) mm‘i

. uggy (see eut) is jus

the same aaxgthem sell at 9?130.

Top Buggies at K90, fine as

usually sold for 2125 to §140.

Our Harness are all No. 1 Oak

Leather. Single, 8.50 to 32:3&

thing fully warranted,

 ELKHART CARRIAGE 1 HARNESS MF 6 CO.

Eve:
Io"re ruying, send for our Illustrated
80-page Catalogue free. AddressW,
PRATT, Sec'y, Elikhart, Ind

anm.
%"f 1IP ANYWHER
1 PRIVILEGE O

esale Prices.

“THE GOLDEN BELT”

KANSAS LANDS «ansas DIVISION U. P. RWAY.
STOCK RAISINC WOOL CROWINC

Buffalo Grass Pasture Summer and Winter. Unsurpassed for Climate, Grasses, Water.

CORN and WHEAT FRUIT

200,000,000 Bus. Corn. 30,000,000 Wheat. The best in the Eastern Market.

Pamphlets and Maps free. B| MGALLASTER, Land Commis'r, Kansas Cit_v,Mo

OUR NEW
AMERICAN LEVER WATCH!

After months of labor and experiment, we have at last brought to perfee.
tion NEW WATCH It is a Key Winding Watch with the
Celébrated Anchor Lever Movement, Expansion Balance, Fully Jeweled.
They are made of the best materipl, and in the very best manner so as to
insure good time-keeping qualities. The Cases are made of our Celebrated
metal known as Aluminum Gold. This metal hasa sufficient amount of
g0ld in the composition to give the watch & genuine gold appearance.
Indeed it cannot be told from & genuine Gold Watch except by the best
judges. They are finely engraved or engine turned and are massive and
strong and very handsome making It j ust the watch for Railroad
men, Mechanics, and all laboring men who require & good
strong watch and an accurate timekeeper. For trad-
ing and speculative purposes, 1tis superior to any watch ever
efore offered. They can be sold readily for $15 and $20 each,
and traded so as to double those amounts. Farmers as well
as Agents can handle these watches to advantage, as they
can be readily exchanged for stock or goods, We send the
witch free by registered mall, on receipt of $8,00. Or
we willsend it C. 0. D. on receipt of $ | .00 on account;
the balance can be pald at the express office. We also
have very fine Aluminum Gold Chains at % 1.00 ®each.
Beauttful Medallion Charms 50 cents. ¢ have hun-
dreds oftestimonials but have room for only a few. -

WoRrLD MAX'F'G Co. Menlo Park, Cal, Jan. 8, 1984,
Gents:—The $5,00 Aluminum Gold. Watch gives perfect
satisfaction. I enclose $30.00 for ¥ more watches balance to

be C. 0. D, Send atonca. Respectiully Henry Braithwait.

WorLD MAR'F'G Co. Gunnison, Col. Jan. 16, 1884,
Sirs:—Some months ago T purchased one of your $8.00 New
Ameriean Lever Watehes and I sold it for $25.00. Please send
me another. Enclosed find cash. Yours, H. J. Green.

wW. H. WHITE, Woodburn, Ky._Jn!{ 23,1883, 'Writes:—The two
¥ New American Lever Watches purchased from you received all
right, Sold at once for $§15 each SEND AL

2 ISEND ALL ORDERS TO
W orld Manf’g Co, 122 Nassau Street, New York

It is seldonvthat we meet with an article that so fully corresponds
with its advertised good qualities as does the New American Lever
Watch, It has the advantage of being made of that precious metal
Aluminum Gold; its works are of the best make, and the general style
of the case ranlk it with the best Watches made anywhere. We recom-
mend it to our readers as a Watch that will give entire satisfaction,

FREE 7= T0W T0 MAKE MONEY FAST & EASY

——AND GET A—

SOLID GOLD HUNTING CASE WATCH FREE!
Solid Coin Silver Hunting Case Watch Free
Large Size Gents' Aluminum Gold Watch Free !

. EA = offi
iy A?UE HJI?luauRuud HoabEl}fanEm fvul wcgknu?ut, Lo dmd

THE LORD’'S PRAYER,

that was ever offered to the public. Every Christian Family will buy one.

2 Yenea’ CABBAGE.

S Every one who has raised that magnificent Cabbage the
Fottlers or Brunswick, has regretted that so fine a cab-
bage did not make a thicker head. The Alleys Early Dee
Head is the successful result of years of careful selection anc
high eultivation to obviate these defects. As early as Fottler,
it is as large, is thicker and heavier, bulk for bulk, and brings
more in market than any other drum-head ; per package 25¢ts.. |8
per oz. T5ets.
Early Etamps Cabbage (new) earliest of all; 10 cts. per package.§
Guerande Carrot (new), remarkably thick at the neck; per package,10
cts. ; per 0z, 30cts. Perennial Onion (new), lives in the ground without
protection all winter and is ready for use weeks earlier than any other kind ;
per package 15 ets.; per qt. 80 Solid Ivo Celery (new) nearly
selt blanching; per package 15 cts. White onnieul Cucumber
(new), 8 mammoth \\'ﬁile variety of extraordinary diameter; per package,
15 cts. Dwarf Green Early Lettuce (new) from France; per pack-
age 15 cts. Banana Melon (new), it resembles in golor and form afe
huge Banana, and has strikingly the same fragrance; per E{;mkage 15 cts. §
Kentucky Wonder Pole Bean, | have not found in 60 varieties ofie
so prolific, a capital string bean; per package 15 cts. Marblehead Early Horticultural,
o?mhlv the earliest of all beans, and yet a true horticultural; per package 15 cts.; per gt. 80 cts.
arblehead Early Sweet Corn, the earliest of all, giving growers a complete monopo
early mark riginal stock ; per package 10 cts, ; per gt. ts., Sea Foam Cauliflower, de v B
the finest v of all; per package 50 cts. » those taking packages of the entire collection, I will§
present a copy of either one of my four books on the raising of Onions, Cabbages. 8 uashes,
angold Wurtzels and Carrots. THE PURCHASER TO MAKE THE SELECTION.

l o F F E R $ I 0 0 0 IN PREMIUMS, for vegetables raised @

from my seed. Please find details in my g
seed catalogue ; sent FREE to all. FLOWER SEED—I offer one package each of
choice mixed selection from the following varieties, for 45 cents, the retail price of &
which would be go cents : Asters, Balsams, Nasturtiums, Dahlias, Drummond Phlox,
Saipigiossis, Sweet Peas, Hollyhocks, Petunias, Abronia Umbellata, (very beautiful.)

JAMES J.H.GREGORY, Seed Grower, Marblehead, Mass.

£

N = THE * WORLD I._

_CAND + THE » BEST g

~PRICE-LIST+

EKEEPERSS? urr-: :ul)-a -jnclg(!s of et Plated.
whu?g\g;" want, egpecially when they see a Plain Individuai, ........ $2 00 per dozen.
handsome and useful article to be used on = A S e | “ s
the table daily. All say who have o o AR 1 s
seen the -2 ° 305 cuﬁlz.
'E%HGME * .SHI-‘!]! & SHHKER,';“ .......... i S 50 per dozen.

In Colored Class.
(Blue, Dark Green, Upaque While, Amber
and Pink.)

that it is simply perfect ! and they must
have some of them for their own use.
« WaY we claim the "YACME ” fo be *‘the

best-in the world,” is that it Never Clogs, Plain Indiy.idual ....... g $i2 gu ];ﬁrlqozgn,
and is the most durable thing of its kind 5 Qe e q-a o S
ever made. Send for sample and you will _‘ & .- o el

be convinced that the above statement is

true. See our Price-List,

Agents wanted in every town
(Mention this paper.)

EAGLE MANUFACTURING

. Sent on receipt of above prices by mail

(ONE-HALF stzg) OF express, prepaid. Remit by Bank Draft,

¢ Postal Note, Postage Stamps, or Regis-
tered Letter.

cO (Sole Manufacturers) Greenfield, Mass. 3

Binge the reduction of Dr. J. A. SHERM A NS terms, thousands are crowding upon him for treatment, gladly
throwing away their griping, irksome, dispiriting, and life-punishing trusses. 1lls treatment for this affiiction
makes the patient comfortable and safe in the performance of every kind of exercise or labor. [t is a grand thing,
and those who are ruptured and do not provide themselves with it must endure the dangers of that precarious
affliction and the use of trusses all through life. Thousands of those cured give the most flattering testimonials
of gratitude in Dr. SHERMAN. He is the guthor and invenfor of his popular system; he imparts his secret to no
one; it is applicable to all classes and cases, and, under his reduced rate, within the reach of almost every one.
Those interested shounld consider this matter, the advantages and satisfaction of physical soundness, the danger
and vexation of rupture and trusses, and then act in accordance with the impulse of duty.

Dr. J. A. SBHERMAN'S book, containing indorsements of physicians. clergymen, merchants, farmers, and
others, mailed for 10 cents. Illustrated pamphlet of photographic likenesses of patients cured sent by express on
receipt of 25 cents. OFFICE, 251 BROADWAY, NEW-YORK. Days of consultation, Monday, Tuesday, and
Saturday. BOSTON OFFICE, 43 MILK 8T. Days of consultation, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.

Free to Everyhody! A Goud icrussope Free!

!

e The publisher of the well-

known and

pular Literary and

Over 1000 sold by one Agent in one month.

The LORD’S PRAY has been made the subject of an elaborate
7l and costly stone engraving (large size 20x28; small size 19x24), It consists
of the Lord’s Prayer, embellished with over gne hundred symbols and
i emblems, of the mostfitting and appropriate character, These s_\'mbu_]xi and
lemblems are decorated with the finest and most exquisite work thatit is pos-

gible for an artistto do The artist Herman Frau ser, Whose nama is
known throughont the world, has falthfully and with high imagination and
skill,engravedthe imaginary scenesof heaven In its resplendent beauty
anq' glory. Nothinglikelthasever been produced, and probably never
willbe. It “hascost yearsof toll and $5,000 in money o complete this
work of art. We havespared neither money, labor or time in the comple-
tion of what we regard as the grandest piece of workmanship ever produced
in this country. \%’e haye purchased the six stones for producing these
Prayers, and are the SOLE UBL}!SH ERS. It is Lithozraphed in
TINTED COLORS and we can farnish Protestant or Catholle copies in any

e gquantity, toagents or dealersin any part of the world., 2
This explanation wiliglve you but a faint idea of the transcendent beauty and perfection of the design and execution
ofthis engraving. 1tmust be seen to enable you-to realize whatit isim its pr_'.rfm-tim]. by o0
ORD TO ACENTS.—A largenumber of agents are at work selling it now, and are reporting extraordinary

large sales iromevery quarter. You cannot fail to succeed in selling it, as the moralsentiment of this engraving
insures 1ts success.  This feature cannot be overestimated, as 1talone destines the sale of it thronghout all Christendom
Tvery Christlian man or woman will have one if they have money to buy it with, One word with regard to the price. The
iirst Editlon of this engraving was sold at $2.00 each, only & fair price for such & work gf art, but when we bought it, we
put the price right down to socents, and now sell them for 25 cents each which is very cheap.

Read tlie testimonials from other papers: The Chicago EXPRESS says, ** We know Messrs. E,. Nason & Co , personally
and to be reliable. The Lord’s Pr ris well worth themoney, and will please everyone who orders it, and the Watches
arejust asropresented.” N YORK CHRISTIAN AT WORK, March 2, says, **Should be in every home, and as a work of art
commendsitselfto all.” Nrw YORK ODSERVER, says, *‘Isthe pest issued;allshould have it, and at price offered all can
afford it, and as a work of art 1s unexcelled.”” NEW YORK EXAMINER says, “Ts & beautiful work of artin tinte lors.
und verylow priced.” The WITNEsS says, ‘A New York publishing house has justoffered tothe publican raving
of the Lord's l' ayer. Itisoneof the most beautiful pen pictures ever publishad, and those who orderit cannot fail
to be pleased with ‘lhu!r purchase.”? cmus-riumhvxm:t EESEN ;'.E:t;ery reader wantsit, Fine workofurt, and sold ata

ri 17 ‘o have many more such, buthavé not room for them. L
Io‘f'{'ro‘:u-n?;?inq tos .u;n.mu.,;f’c.,piegor this Prayer, and we make this Special Offer to the readers of this paper.
Weo will send acopy postpaid, to canvass with, for25 Cents, and lréou getup a club of (O subscribers and send us
$2.50 we will make you a present of |Qcoples; thatis we willsend 20 coples, postpaid, for $2,50,

‘Another Special Offer.—Send § {3,000 and we willsend you § QO copies of the Lord's Prayer by express,
and make yon a present freeof o large sized Hunting Cased Aluminum Gold Watch, and send it with the 100 Prayers. You
san sell the Watch for what the Prayerscost, and getatleast $25. 00 for the Prayers. :

New Special Offer.—Sendus$(5.00 und we willsend you 10O copies of the Lord’s Prayer, and make you &
present free ol a Gent’s Nolid Silver Hunting Cased W atch, and send it with the 100 Prayers. -

Aag rand Offer.—Send us $25.00 inregistered lettor or Post Office order and we willsend you by express 2 00
Lord’s Prayors and thissplendid Solid Gold Watch free (seecut). We warrant the cases of the Watch Solid €old.
Agents, donotfall to send for Sample Copy of the engraving to canvass with. You can eﬂw'wly sell 1000 copies in six
weeks in any county in the United States, on which you can make $250 clear money. We guarantee satisiaction
or refund the money. In regard to our responsibility, we refer you lul!\ﬂ publisher o _l‘ms paper or an;.' pap«-’riu the United
itates, the Nassau Bank, New York: Henry Lindenmeyer, New York, who furnishes the best Plate Paper forthese
Prayers, or sny mercantile house in New York. Donot walt to send for cam'\ogue but ord:r. from t_hls paper and go to
xork atonce, Mention the size of Prayer, larze or small, 60 pa~e Illustrate Catalogne of Novelties with every order.
E. NASON & CO. 120 Fulton Street NewYork. Publishers of this Prayer. Mention thispaper in ordering

Every one of our readers should send and get a sample of this
Lord’s Prayer, o hang in their homes, or send and get one or two
hundred and receive one of these Elegant Watches as a Free Premdung
The Prayers and Watches are just as represented, Name this Papere

icl | e
THE ORIENTAL BAROMETER &.:2."iisicnsiii*sad Fanits papcr, The Orlcket on
we now propose to send one of them FREE to any one fu‘i‘)l-u&]le::::’h;!:\h]:vi;liggy;unf:m:;z
who wants it. Itconsists of a pretty artificial flower mounted L babros mdmh: S Lafleete,
upon a card, aud when hung upon the wall makes a very attrac- sk i1} it o RELietos whl T
tive ornament for the room.  The flower has been saturated ina | teli ot e

so delighted with the paper that
they will thereafter renew their
subscriptionsforthe balanceofthe
year now makesthe following un-
precedented offer: Upon receipt
of only Twen ix Cents
in postage stamps, we will send
The Cricket on the Hearth
for Three Months, and to
every, subseriber wewill send
Free, our New Botanl-
cal Microscope, oneofths’
most valuable and wuseful
rremiums ever offered- This
icrosoope has alens of great
magnifying power, and is
adapted to the examination
of every minute ohject, mak-
ing thesmallest insectappear
quite large, shows curious
objects disporting in a drop
of water, enables vou to de-
tect counterfeit money, dis-
tinguish good from bad seed, ete., ete. It ismade of glass, with
brass trimmings, is furnished with specimens, and is a first-class
Microscope in every respect, and will be found very useful, while
providing endless amusement for old and young. Has always
been sold at 50 cis. to §1.00; hence it will readily be seen what
an extraordinary offer we make when we give oné ahsolutely free
toevery three months' trial subscriber to our paper. THE CRICKET
o¥ THE HEirrd i a mamn 16-page 64-column illustrated
paper, filled with charming al and Short Steries, S8ketches,
Poems, Useful Knowledge, Reading for the Yourg, Wit and Hu-
mor, and everything to amuse, entertain and instruct the whole
family. You will be delighted withit, as well as with the valua-
ble premium we offer. Remember, we send this splendid
Microscope, packed in a handsome wood case, free to all sending
cents for a three months' subscription to our paper. Five
eubscriptions and five Microscopes will be sent for §1.00, This
great offer is made solely-to introduce our paper ; take advantage
of it at once. Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. As
toour reliability, we referto any publisher in New York. Address,
8. H. MOORE, Publisher, § Park Ylace, New York.

- FREE TO YOU.

Yy

chemieal solutior

ndering it highly sensitive to the action of
the atmosphere, and its color changes accordingly, correctly fore-
telling the approaching weather some time in advane Ifa
storm is approaching, the lower will be a brightrosecolorj but
il the weather is to be fair and clear, the flower remains blue,
All understand the value of a reliable barometer, whereby
preparation for future work or pleasure may be wisely made,
The Oriental Barometer is a great novelty and & useful and
| wonderful invention. We will tell you how you can secure it
free of cost ! We publish a very val le and interesting paper
called The Rural Home Journal, each issue of which is
finely illustrated and contain ht large pages, 32 columns,
devoted to Agriculture, Horticulture. Household Hints, Stories
and Poems, Ladies' Fancy Work, Health Hints, Reading for the
Young, Wit and Humor, the News, the exposure of Humbugs,
eto,, ete. It is a paper for every o r of the family, and will
entertain and instruct all. arc very anxious to increase our
ciroutation to 100,000, and believiug that all whom we ¢an induc
to take the paper for @ short time now will be sowell pleased
with it that they will hereafter become regular and permanent
subscribers, we now make the following wnparalleled offer:
Tpon receint of only Eighteen Centsn postage stamps wa
will send The Rural flomeJournnl on crirzlfor'l‘l,lruu
ontha, and to every subscriber we will also gend, Free and
post-paid, one of the Oriental Barometers ! The Barometer,
which will last a life-time and will be very valuable to you, cgsts
you nothing, as it is given frce asa premium with the paper.
Every wise person will take advantage of this opportunity. Itis
no humbug ! JIf yow are not perjectly and entirely satigfled we
will cheerfully return your money, Fivesubsecriptions and five
Barometers will be sent for 72 cents; therefore, by getting four
of your friends to send with you, you will secure your own free.
As to our reliability, we refer to any publisher in New York,
and to the Commercial Agencies, as we are an old-#stablished
tnd well-known house. Address,
AL LUPTON, Publisher, 27 Park Place, New Y ork.

AT HUME Men, Women, Boys,

s and Girls wanted to

start a new business at their own

homes. It can be done quietly in
——————

- daytime or evening — no peddling, is
strictly honorabie, unlike anything else advertised and will
bring you in more ready cash than anything else. From 5c.
to $2 made every evening at home: or, by devoting exclusive
time you can clear, in a few months, from f‘ﬁ” to $300. If
sent for at once, we will send by return mail 15 SAMPLES
FREE, that will do to eommence work on, with full instruc-
tions. 8Send 10 cts., silver or stamps, to pay postage, adver-
tising, ete. Fortunes will be made by those who give their
whole time to the work. Don’t Miss this Chance. WRITE
TO-DAY ! Address H, M. CHEEEY & CO., Waltham, Mass

Useful to Everybod

B> Cut 3 size. =
One set 8 Handsome Chain Border, Silver Steel Spoons
Perfect imitation of Coin Silver, very durable, not tarnish,
Send 24 cents in stamps to pay the postage, p: £,

e a, to show the spoons and act as agent for our Bilver

e are, and we will send you free of charge, & set of 6 spoons
FREE ! SSQCBMO?&JJE:;%]%;T;:e:::J;;a“ﬂ“g ﬂﬁ' L{gr m & nice casket, and our 50 page book lulliﬁghcw vou can make
s ) .

m B8 to 85 Money rafunded 1f not satisfactory.
aigns, or 50 for 10¢. E. H. Pardee, New Haven, Ct. ABCOCK & CO., Conterbrook, Ct.
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YERY STRONG, SMOOTH & ELASTIC.

2 more for this
ging merchants

Storekeepers are obliged to pay ali
Silk than for ordinary kinds, t
will keep what their ¢
Liberal arrangements wi
first-class merchants in every city, where our goods are
not already sold, to keep a full line of our Sil vh
are now sold by more {Il;uz six thousand l¢
Goods and Notions houses in the United States,
If your storekeepers will not supply you with our
goods, send 50 cents by mail for a box of samples,
We manufacture a full line of Spool §
8ilk, Etching, Filloselle and K
is

made with one or two

atent Quill Twist,

3ilk, odds and ends, as-

ported colors, at A cents per oz,
Waswo Hewlm: Silk black or colors, 30 cts, per oz.
Send two 3¢, postage 5mmf13 for 48-page pamphlet giv-

ing rules and designs for Silk Knitting,

The Brainerd & Armstrong Co.

469 Broadway, New York.
238 Markat St., Philadelphia, Pa.
35 Kingston St., Boston, Mass.
356 snarpe St., Baltimore, Md.
Mills at New Londen, Conn.
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Is the only general purpose Wire Fence in use, being a
Btrong Net-Work Without Barbs. It will turn dogs, pigs,
sheep, and poultry, as well as the most vicious stock,
‘without injury to either fance or stock, Itisjustthe fence
for farms, gardens, stock ranges and railroads, and ver
neat for lawns parﬁs,schnol lots and cemeteries. Covere:
with rust-proof paint (or galvanized) it will last a life time.
It is Buperior to Boards or Barbed Wire in every respact.
We ask for it a fair trial, knowing it will wear itself
into favor. The Sedgwick Gates, made of wrought-
iron pipe and steel wire, defy all compstitionin neatness,
strength and durability. We also make the best and
cheapest All Tron Automstic or Self-Opening Gate, also

pest and Neatest All Iron Fence. Best Wire
Streticher and Post Auger. Also manufac-
ture Russell’s excellent Wind Engines for
pumgln water, or geared engines for grinding
and other light work., For prices and particulars ask
hardware dealers. or address, mentioning paper.

SEDGWICK BROS, M('rs,, Richmond Ind,

NEW STAMPING OUTFIT,

For Kensington, Outline and Ribbon Embroidery,
Braiding, etc. With this Outfit you can do your own
Stamping, and Stanping tor others.

Our New Quttit containg 35 STAMPING PATTERNS, De-
signs of Daisies, Ferns, Wild Roses, Lilies of the Valley,
Bouquets, Oulline, Half Wreath of Roses for Pillow
Shams, Strips for Flannel Skirts, Scallops, Vines,
Braiding Patlern, Cherries, Butierplies, Grass:
Mouse, Kitten, Frog, Anchor, Star, ete. Price
Floss, Crewels, Silk, Chenille, Felt, ete. Full Instruc-
tions for Stamping and Working, Box Stamping Pow-
der, Distributing Pad, Instruciions for Indelible
Stamping, 48-page Hilustrated Catalogue, containing a
list of over 800 Patterns and Illustrations of our Alpha-
bets, Monograms, Kensington and Outline Patterns.
We send this Outfit by mail $1.00.

EXTRA BTAMPING PAT —Sheal of Wheat,20c.;
Cluster of Strawberries, 10c.; Forget-me-nois, g
Calia Lily, 15¢. ; Bachelor's Budtons, 1Uc. ; Pansies, Iic.:
Pond Liltes, 20c.; Qutline Design, 10c.; Golden Rod and
Asters, 20c.; Sprig of Sumae, 15c. SPECIAL OFFER.—
‘We will send a/l of these Extra Stamping Patterns and
the 8tamping Outfit for $2.00.

Address, J.F.INGALLS, Lynn, Mass.

R
——————————— ¢
Giveaway as premiums to those forming clubs for the sale
of their TEAS and COFFEES, Dinner, Tea and
Toilet Sets, Silverware, Walches, etc. WHITE TEA
SETS of 46 and 68 pieces with $10 & $1:2 orders.
DECORATED TEA SETS of 44 & 56 pieces
with 815 and 818 orders. STEM WINDING
SWISS WATCHES with $15 orders. GOLIP
BAND or Moss Rose Tea Setsof 44 pieces or
White Dinner Sets of 106 pieces with 820 or-
ders. Send us your address and mention this paper, we
will mail you our Club Boock containi complete
Premium & Price List, THE GREAT CHINA TEA G
210 STATE STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

PAYSON'S

\NDELIBLE

1s the BEST. No preparation.

any fabric, Popular for decorative
work on linen. Received Centennis
MEDAL & Diploma. Estab-
lished 50 years. Sold by all
Druggists, Statloners & News Agt's.

> INK= :
RTISTIC MARKING ON LINEN, sena s1.00

for fine hem-stitched handkerchief, beautifully dec-
orated. J.C.PARROTT, 120 Maple 8t., Lynn, Mass.

Beautiful SILKS and VELVETS,

Greatest variety for PATCHWORHK. BSamples12c.
with ** What to make and how (o make ii.*?
LYONS SILK AND VELVET CO., New Haven,Conn.

HY GO WIIST!? We have a large list of the

best Chester County, Penn., Farms, Mills and
Hotels, at cost of buildings. ZLand thrown in. Send
for catalogue. GEO. C. MARSHALL, Real Estate
Agent, Kennett Bquare, Chester Co., Pa.

PATCHWORM.—Hall-gross package
anZYelugnnt assorted silks for $1; samples 12c,
New York Silk and Supply Co., 3388 B'way

Used with any clean pen for marking |

Vital Questions!!

Ask the most eminent physician

Of any scnool, what is the best thing in
the world for quieting and allaying all ir-
ritation of the nerves and curing all forms
of nervous complaints, giving natural,
childlike, refreshing sleep always?

And they will tell you unhesitatingly

‘“ Some form of Hops!”

CHAPTER I.

Ask any or all of the most eminent phy-
sicians :

¢ What is the best and only remedy that
can be relied on to cure all diseases of
the kidneys and urinary organs: such as
Bright’s disease, diabetes, retention or
inability to retain urine, and all the dis-
eases and ailments peculiar to Women”—

‘“ And they will tell you explicitly and
emphatically * Buchu.”

Ask the same physicians

What is the most reliable and surest
cure for all liver diseases or dyspepsia;
constipation, indigestion, biliousness, ma-
larial fever, ague, &c.,” and they will tell
you:

Mandrake ! or Dandelion !”

Hence when these remedies are com-
bined with others equally valuable

And compounded into Hop Bitters, such
a wonderful and mysterious curative pow-
er is developed which is so varied in its
operations that no disease or ill health can
pto_ssibly exist or resist its power, and yet
it is

Harmless for the most frail woman,
weakest invalid or smallest child to use.

CHAPTER II.
“ Patlents
‘* Almost dead or nearly dying "

For years, and given up by physicians
of Bright’s and other kiduey diseases,
liver complaints, severe coughs called
consumption, have been cured.

Women gone nearly crazy!

From agony of neuralgia, nervousness,
wakefulness and various diseases peculiar
to women.

People drawn out of shape from exeruciating
pangs of Rheumatism. -

Inflammatory and chronie, or suffering from
serofula!

Erysipelas!

Salt rheum, blood peisoning, dyspepsia, indi-

gestion, and in fact almost all diseases frail
Nature is heir to

Have been cured by Hop Bitters, proof of

which Can be found in every neighborhood in the

known world.

STAMPING for EMBROID=
ERY. Full instruc-
tions for stamping on Felt, Velvet, Plush,
&c., 80 as not to rub off. LW working de-
igns for Kensington (roses, daisies, pan-
ge.), with powder, distributor, m-
struct . samptes of W alphabets, and
catalogue of OO design Ble. 6
outlines for lidles, &c new de-
signs tor Russian worl 4 patierns
for Rococo work, 30 't and Braid-

ing Patterns, 15¢.; 5 Vines, 30¢.
pecial offer—all above, $1.00.

T. E. PARKER,

4 Market St., Lynn, Mags.

CROSS CUT - SAW,

For $2.50 we will send the easiest run-
ning and fastest Cutting 5=-foot Champion
Tootlh Cross Cut Saw in the world, with
one patent handle, Every saw warranted.

Sent C. 0. D, if desired.
N. DUSTIN & CO., Dexter, Me.

for any disability; also to
Heirs. Send stamps for New

PENSIONS
Laws, CoL.L. BINGHAM,

Attorney, Washington, D. C.

THE ONEQUALLED
“HOUSEHOLD”
Sewing Machine

MANUFACTURED BY
Household Sewing Hachine Co,,

Providence, R. 1.
is a marvel of simplicity and
beauty.

It is Easy Ruaning, Durable, Perfect.
SEND FOB ILLUSTEATED DESCRIPTION.
GENERAL OFFICES:—12 East 14th St., New

York.
163 and 165 Lake Street, Chicago.
149 Tremont Street, Boston.

1212 Olive Street, 8t. Louis.
P09 Broad Street, Richinond, Va,

ANTED—LADIES AND YOUNG MEN WISH-

ing to earn $1 to $3 every .day quietly at their
homes; work furnished; sent by mail; no canvassing;
no stamps required for reply, Pleaseaddress EDWARD
¥ DAVIS & (1068 Ronth Main St,, Fall River, Mass

A lady’s fancy box with 26 articles and
60 page book illustrating games, tricks,
r&c. Send 10¢. to help pay postage.

E.Nasox & Co.,120 Fulton St. NewYork.

HOUSEHOLD PREMIUMS.

We offer the following list of PREMIUM ARTICLES to
those who are disposed to aid in extending the circula
tion of THE HousEHOLD. With the number and name of
each article, we hava'glven its cash price and the num-
ber of subscribers for one year each, required to obtain
it free: .

No.of
No. PREMIUM. Price. Subs.
1—0One box Staﬂonar%. 9
2—Indelible Penell, (Clark’s,) 2
3—Embroldery Scissors, 2
4—Name Plate, brush, ink, ete., 2
&—Ladies’ Ivory handle Penknife, 3
6 —Sugar 8poon, 3
7—Autograph Album, 3
8—Package Garden Seeds, 3
9—Package Flower Seeds, 3
10—Half Chromo, Autumn Leaves,
or May Flowers, 3
11—Butter Knife, 3
12—Turkey Morocco Pocket Book, 3
13—One vol. Household, 4
14—Fruit Knife, 4
15—Pair Tablespoons, 5

o

16—Call Bell,

17—Carving Enife and Fork,

18—0One palr Napkin Rings,

19—8ix Scoteh Flaid Napkin Rings,

20—81x Teaspoons,

21—Rosewood Writing Desk,

22—Rosewood Work Box,

23—Fruit Knife, with Nut Pick,

24—Child’s knife, fork and spoon,

25—Gold Pen with Silver Case,

26—S8ix Tea Knives,

27—8ix Nut Picks,

28—Gilt cup,

2.‘)—Phntogm)ih Album,

30—S8poon Holder,

3 1—Family Scales, (12 1bs., S8haler,)
—Pie Knife,

3—Soup Ladle,

34—Cake Knife,

35—Pickle Jar, with Fork,

36—8ix Tablespoons,

37—Six Table Forks, medium,

38—S8ix Tea Knives, silver plated,
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solid metal handles, 6 10
39—1 doz. Teaspoons, 50 10
40—Family scales, (24 1bs., Shaler,) 00 10
41—1 doz. Tea Knives, 00 10
42—8heet Music, (Agent’s selection), 500 10
43—Carving Knife and Fork, 00 12
44—H{. Chromo, Morn’g or Even’g, 00 12
4 5—Butter Dish, covered, w0 12
46—1 pair Napkine Rings, neat, 00 12
4 7—8yrup Cup, 50 12
48—Gold Pen and Pencil, 00 12

49—8ix Table Knives, silver plated,
solid metal handles,

&50—Caster,

51—Cake Basket,

&52—Croquet Set,

53—Family Scales, (60 1bs., Shaler,)

&4—W ebster’s Natienal Dictionary,

85—Clothes Wringer,

56—Folding Chair,

57—8ix Tea Knives, silver plated,

MR =IEER D
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lvor{ inlaid handles, 16
58—Card Receiver, gilt, fine, 16
59—Celery glass, silver stand, 16
60—Fruit Dish, 16
61—Gold Pen and Holder, 17
62—Butter Dish, covered, 18
63—Spoon Holder, 18

64—1 doz. Tablespoons,

65—I doz. Table Forks, medium,
66—FPhotograph Album,

67 —Caster,

68—S8yrup Cup and Plate,

69 —Cake Basket,

70 —Elegant Family Bible,

71 —8tereozcope and 50 views,

72 —Folding Chair,

73—Cash,

74—Child’s Carriage,

75 —Webster’s Unabri’g’d Dictionary,
76—1 doz. Tea Knives, silver plat«-z?,

—
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i‘,’urg‘ inlaid handles, 14 00 30
7 7—Ice Pitcher, porcelain lined, 15 00 30
78—Sewing Machine, (Higby,) 40 00 40
79—8ilver Watch, 20 00 45
80—Folding Chair, 0 00 50
81—5ewing Machine, (Higby,) 50 00 50
82—Silver Watch, 35 00 80
83—Tea Set, silver, neat, 50 00 100
84—Cash, 35 00 100
85—Tea Set, richly chased, gilt,

elegant, 75 00 150
86—Cottage Organ, (Estey,) 150 150
87—Ladies’ Gold Watch, d 1

88—Gent’s Gold Watch,

Each article in the above hst is new and of the best
manufacture, and due care will be taken thiat they be
securely packed and properly directed, and sent by mail
express or freight.

It is not necessary for an agent working for any pre
mium to get all the subscriptions at one place or to send
them all in at one time. They may be obtained in different
towns or states and sent as convenient. Keep a list of
the names and addresses and when a premium is wanted
send a copy of the list and name the premium selected.

Premium clabs will be kept open ONE YEAR if de-
sired.

All articles sent by mail are prepaid. Those sent by
express or freight are at the expense of the receiver.

New subscriptions and renewals are counted alike
premiums, but ONE'S OWN SUBSCRIPTION IS NOT IN
CLUDED in the ¢lub for any preminm whatever.

Specimen copies of THE HOUSFHOLD aré sent free
those wishing to procure subscribers.

Campanini Trained Canaries,

Bird
with fancy notes. New book,

* Canaries and Cage-Birds,” by Q. L. Holden, 375 pages,
elegant full-page colored plates; 150 engravings of birds
and cages; a large, handsome work, beautifully bound,
all about food, care, breeding of all birds; price, post-
paid, $3.00. Book on Birds, 128 pages, illustrated, by
mail 25 cents. Fine eatalogue free.
GEORGE H. HOLDEN, Bird Importer,
9 Bowdoin Square, Boston, Mass.

MATE NOW. Fine Breeding
Pairs, clear or mottled, $3.50.
Singer warranted to -suit.

book. New edition
from new designs.
Adapted to all classes, S

up. Same low price.
S § gents doing big work,
EXCELLENT TERMS, The handsomest prospectus ever issued.
{gﬁpty now, BRADLEY,GARRETSON & CoO., 66 North 4th St.,

iladelphia, Pa, Also other grand new hooks and Bibles,

SHOPPING BY MAIL!

MISS MARJORIE MARCH, 1315 Chestnut 8t., Phil-
adelphia, Pa.. makes purchases of every description for
ladies and gentlemen, with discrimination and taste.
Orders by mail, from all parts of the country, promptly
executed. Send postage stamp for samples and cireular.

Address as above,
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The Rev. J. E. Searles, of New York, is
one of the most widely-known and highly
esteemed of Methodist ministers.

Mr. Searles sayg: “1 am impressed that it is a dut,
I owe to those afllicted with Rheumatisi or Neural.
gia, to say that a remedy has been discovered that is
indeed a marvelous success. My son was greatly
afflicted with Rheumatism, and suffered so severely
that, at times, he was obliged to have morphine in-
Jected into his arm to get relief, While in this con-
y he discovered a remedy which effected imme-
diate relief, and a permanent cure. He has since fur-
nizhed it to many others with the same result. 1 have
also furnished it to a number of persons suffering
with Rheumatism, and the result has been immediate
relief, and a permanent cure. Amongothers, I gaveit
to Rev. Wm. P. Corbit, pastor of the George St. M. E.
Church, New Haven,Conn.,who was suffering greatly
with_this terrible disease. I will give you his own
words as written to my son, wishing him to publish
the fact for the benefit of others suffering with the
same disease.”
What Mr. Corbit Says:
“ New Haven, Jul

24, 1882,

“Nr. Searles: Dear Sir:—I wish to say forthe ben-
efit of all who are suffering with Inflammatory Rheu-
matism, that your medicine is infallible, I suffered
for two months the most excruciating torture ; lost
85 pounds of flesh, and was not out of my house for
amonth ; I heard of %‘:mr remedy, and was almost
instantly relieved by it. If there is a specific for dis-
eases of any kind, yoursmost certainly is for Inflam-
mutul'{ Rheumatism in its severest form.

“¥Youfs most respectfully, Wart. P. CORBIT,

* Pastor George St. M. E. Church, New Haven, Conn.”

Such is ATHLOPHOROS—a thorough and
efficient cure for the worst cases of Rheu-
matism and Neuralgia.

If you cannot get ATHLOPHOROS of your druggist,
we will rend it express paid, on receipt of regular
price—one dollar per bottle. We prefer that you buy
it from your druggist, but if he hasn’t it, do not be
persuaded to try something else, but order at once
from us as directed.

ATHLOPHOROS CO., (12 WALL ST., NEW YORK.
(TTH T T T AT T,

GIVEN AWAY

Ladies canvassing for Tea will
do well to send for our Preminm
List. We have premiums for or-
ders from $5 to $60, including Gold
Band TeaSets, Waltham Watches,
ete. We send thousands of these
orders every year, and have yet
to hear of any dissatisfaction from
those receiving them. Ifany lady
F reader of this E.zper wishes for 8

beautiful Gold Band Tea Set, they
will find it to their advantage to
gend us a postal for further infor-

ATLANTIG TEA COMPANY,

TCHBURG,

To introduce our silks in America
we will for 50 days mail 5O
squares for patchwork of silks
and satins in new and beautiful

designs and colors, all different,
for £1.00, 20 squares $0e. Or 20 smaller squares for 8 Ze.
stamps. IMPORTEKS® SILK CO., 149 Congress St., Boston.

Gior®1,14 for 82,

postpaid. Greenhouss

and Bedding Plants,

Hardy Shrubbery,
’) Seeds, ete., b,

: m
Oatalogue frea. J.T. PHILLIPS, West Grove,Chester th

MAKE YOUR OWN RUGS.

Turkish Rug Patterns stamped in colors on Burlap. Per-
manent business for Agents. Catalogue for stamp. E.B,
Frost & Co., 22 Tremont Row, Boston, Name this paper.

J_—\ PANESE PATCHWORK. Elegant 8ilks in 60c. &
$1 packages. Manhattan 8ilk Co., New York, N. Y.
15 Samples no 2 alike, 10,

s l lK SILK MANUF'Y, {Jﬁmum‘ilic, ot

A Leading London Phye<
ician establishes an
Office in New York
for the Cure of
EPILEPTIC FITS.
From Am.Journalof Medicina,

Dr. Ab, Meserole (late of London), who makes a speclalty
of Epllepsy, has without doubt treated and cured more cases
than any other living physician. His success has simply been
astonishing; we have heard of cases of over £0 years' stand-
in sncceaaf‘u!ly cured by him. He has published a workon
thu disease, which he sends with a large bottle of his won-
derful cure fres to any sufferer who may send their express
&snd P, O, Address  We advise any one wishing a cure 1o ade
drees Dr, AB. MESEROLE, No. 96 John St.. New York,

SILKS

0 THE LADIES.—Floral Art Studies for Painting
and Kensington Work, Six beautitul Oil Chromo
Panel Pictures suitable for traming or fringing, compris-
ing the rollowing subjects: Moss Roses, Pansies, Calla
Lilies, Pond Lilies, Daisies, Poppres, Golden Rod and
Wheat. Benttree on receipt of 50 cents. Pettis Art (0.,
Providence, R. I. Box 1211, Large discount to Agents.
PATCHWORMK Package of bright, ele-

gant silks, plain & brocades, 50¢., large ssm-

colors, 20¢, 6 pks. $1.  Fowler & Co., New Haven, Ct.

FOR PATCHWORK,

Plushes and Brocade Velvets for
Send 10c. :or

PATCHWORK **“Suyics.

Empire Silk Works, Clintonville, Ct.

CHAZ ples 10 ets.  Embroidery Floss, % oz, ass’d

NEW Style Chromo. Cards wﬁh

your mame in fancy type, 10c.
11 packs and this Elegant Locket. (suita-

bleforlady or gent.) $1. &
acks and beantifulimport-
1 silk handkerchief, 50c.
[llustrated list and sample
book foragts. 25¢. NEPTUNE
CARD (0., New Haven, Ct.[E=

HERMAN & JENNE, General Insurance
and Real Estate Agents, Brattleboro, Vt.
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THE HOUSEHOLD.

Monthly Circulation, 70.000 Copies.
ADVERTISING RATES.

Unobjectionable advertisements only will be inserted
in Tae HoUusEHOLD at 50 eents per line, agate measure,
each insertion—14 lines making one inch. By the year
$5.00 per line.

The following are the rates for one-half inch or more:
2m. 3dm. 4m. 6m. l?gr

$1750 $

Hall ]mh $6.00 $9.00 $12.00

Une 1200 1750 23.00 352.00

Two * 23.00 32,00 42,00 60.00 115 (ll
Three * 32.00 47.00 60.00 90.00 170.00
Four ** 42,00  60.00 80.00 115.00 225.00
Six * 60.00 90,00 115.00 170.00* 320.00
Nine *“ 9000 13500 170.00 250.00 470.00

One column, 60.00 115.00 170.00 225.00 520,00 600.00
Less than one-half inch at line rates,
Special positions twenty-five per cent. additional.
Reading notices 75 cents per line nenpareil measure—
12 lines to the inch.
Advertisements to appear in any particular issue must
reach us hy the 5th of the preceding month.

En.tc:red accoramg to Act of Congress, in the }"ea’
1884, by Geo. E. Crowell, at the Office of the Librarian
af (,ouqrm at Washington,

A BLUE (:noss before this paragraph signities that the
subscription has expired. We should be pleased to have
it renewed. When you send in the subseription please
mention the month you wish it to commenece and thereby
oblige us very much.

Our readers are earnestly requested to men-
tien THE HOUSEHOLD when writing to any per-
son advertising in this magazine. It will bea
favor to us and no disadvantage to them.

The Gnvernment Chemist Analyzes
two of the Leading Baking Powders,
and what he finds them made of,

1 have examined samples of * Cleve-
land’s Superior Baking Powder,” manu-
factured at Albany, N. Y., and ‘‘ Royal
Baking Powder,” b th purchased by my-
gelf in this city, and I find they contain:
¢« Oleveland’s Superior Baking Powder.”

Cream of Tartar
Bicarbonate of Soda
Flour

Available carbonic acid gas 12.61 per
cent., equivalent to 118.2 cubic inches of
gas per ounce of Powder.

¢ Royal Baking Powder.”
Cream of Tartar
Bicarbonate of Soda
Carbonate of Ammonia
Tartaric Acid
Starch
Available earbonic acid gas 12.40 per
cent., equivalent to 116.2 cubic inches of
gas per ounce of Powder.
Ammonia gas 0.43 per cent., equlvalent
to 10.4 «ubic inches per ounce of Powder.
Note.—The Tartaric Acid was doubtless
introduced as free acid, but subseq ently
combined with ammoni, and exists in the
Powder a< a Tartrate of Ammonia.
E. G. LOVE, Ph. D.
NEw YORK, JAN'Y 17TH, 1881.
The above shows conclusively that
« (Mleveland’s Superior” is a strictly pure
Cream of Tartar Baking Powder. Ithas
also been analyzed by Professor Johnson
of Yale College ; Dr. Genth of the Univer-
sity of Penusylvania; President Morton
of the Stevens Institute; Wm. M. Habir-
shaw, F. C. S., Analyst for the Chemical
Trade of New York, and other eminent
chemists, all of whom pronounce it abso-
lutely pure and healthful.

On reecipt of 60 cents we will forward Lo any address
postage pald, a pound can.
C. LEVELAND BROTHERS. Albany, N. Y,

Time is Money.

Time and money will be saved by keeping Kid-
ney-Wort in the house. It is an invaluable rem.
edy for all disorders of the Kidneys, Liver and
Bowels and for all diseases arising from obstruc-
tions of these organs. It has cured many obsti-
nate cases after hundreds of dollars had becn
paid to physicians without obtuining relief. It
cures Constipation, Piles, Biliousness and all
kindred disorders. Keep it by you.

Li~The Voice of the People. ‘No fumily Dyes
were ever so popular as the Diamond Dyes.
They never fail. The Black is far superior to
logwood. The other colors are brilliant. Wells,
Richardson & Co., Burlington, Vt.

Packets choice Flower Seeds 10e. b pkts. Vegeta-
ble Seeds 10¢, postpald. J.J. BELL, Windsor, N.Y.

POWDER

Absolutely Pure.

This powder never varies. A marve of purity,
strength, and wholesomeness. More economicel tham
the ordinary kinds, and cannot be sold in competition
with the multitude of low test, short weight, alum or
phosphate powders. Soid only in

Cans
OYAL Bamira Powpee Co., 106 Wah Street, N. Y.

JAMSPYLES

me BEST THING KNOWN r=
WASHING+»BLEACHING

IN HARD OR SOFT, HOT OR COLD WATER,
BAVES LABOR, TIME and SOAP AMAZ-
INGLY, and gives universal satisfaction.
No family, rich or poor should be without it.

Sold by all Grocers. BEW ARE of imitations
well designed to mislead. PEARLINE is the
ONLY SAFE labor-saving compound, and
always bears the above symbol, and name of

JAMES PYLE, NEW YORK.

Sands’ Triple Motion White Monnfain
lce Gream Freezers.

The only Freezer in the
world having three distinet
motions inside the can, there-
by, of course, producing finer,
D smoother cream than any oth-
er Freezer on the market,
Machinery easily adjusted and
operated. Tubs water proof.

ver 300,000 in use,
i‘ieml for catalugue and price

ist

Mention ** The Household.”

WHITE MOUNTAIN FREEZER CO.,

NASHUA, N. H.

GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878,
BAKER'S

Breakfast Gocoa.

Warranted absolutely pure
Cocoa, from which the excess of
Oil has been removed. It hasthree
times the strength of Cocon mixed
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar,
and is therefore far more economi-
cal. It is delicious, nourishing,
strengthening, easily digested, and
admirably adapted for invalids as
well as for persons in health.

‘nlm moTioN
B e wounTAN
b 't CAEAM FREEE

Sold by Grocers evarywllere.

AKER & 0., Dorchester, Mass

EUROPE!!

Cook’s Girnnd Excursions leave New York in
Avpril, May and June 1884. Passage Tickets by all
Atlantic Steamers. Special facilities for s curing
good berths. Towurist tickets for individual
travelers In Emrope, by all routes at reduced rates.

Cook’s Excursionist. with Maps and full par-
tieulars, by mail 10 cents  Address
THOS. (O0OH & SON, 261 Broadway,N.X.

-
=

The Representative Journal of New EnglanE.

THE SPRINGFIELD REPUBLICAN.

An Independent, Live, Progressive Newspaper.
DALY, $9; SUNDAY, $2; WEEKLY, $1.50.
The Weekly Nepublican offers in compaet and con-
venient form an admirable weekly picture and review
of American life. Send- for free specimen _coples.
Address THE HEPUBLI(,A
SPRINGFIELD, Mass.

!‘n«hkeﬁ for Crazy Patchwork, 50c. &

Beautiful Samples, 10 cts. Flncrpriae
\ulk Works, New Haven Branch P. O., Ct,

PATCHWORKL

«“] wish you had soap that

clerk in a large grocery store.

they were through with it.’
The « Ivory Soap”

ter of course it will float.

water is poured off the soap has the

a new bar must be taken from the box.

would float,” a lady said to a

“You have no idea how ordi-

nary soap is wasted. The servants let it remain in the bottoms

of the wash-tubs, dish-pans, and scrubbing-pails, and when the

consistency of mush, and

If the soap would

only float, they would see it, and take it out of the water when

floats! Oil will float; and, as the “Ivory

Soar” is made of oils, and is 99 44-100 per cent. pure, as a mat-

(Please mention this paper.)

If your grocer does not keep the Ivory Seap, send six two-cent stamps, to pay postage,

to Procter & Gamble, Cincinnati, and they will send you, free, a large cake of Ivory Soap,

GENTEEL.

All clothing made by TUCKER, CALDER & CO.,
of Utlea, N. Y., is characterized by an elegance of
design and perfection of fit that completely relieves
it of the usual “ready-made’” appearance.

Their “Box Suits” are made from the finest fab-
ics, in a manner rivaling the best custom work,
and are sold at about half the price. If your
dealer does not sell their clothing, send them your
name and address on a postal card and you will be
informed where it may be had. They make all
Bizes and prices for men and boys.

IMPROVED ELASTIC TRUSS,

7 The only Truss worn with ease night and
day that will effect a redical cure cheap-
er than any other. Send for Circular.

IMPROVED ELASTIC TRUSS CO.,
only office 822 & 824, Broadway, cor. 12th st., New York

ONE THOUSAND AND ONE RIDDLES,

Conundrums, Enigmas, Charades, Hints for Acting
Charades, and Curious Sayings, by NELLIE GREENWAY.
Just the bmk for fun and evening entertainment. 128
pages. paper cover, 15 cents; cloth, 30 cents. Sold by
all dealers, or mm]ﬂd on rec eipt of price by

J. 8. OGILVIE & CO., 31 Rose Street, New York.

PATCH TORK, Stiks, Satins,

Brocades !
great variety of colors and designs.

Packages 50
cts., $1, and upwards. Send six 2 ct. stamps for

samples, Write your address plainl
Eastern Supply Co., 1'} {{aven, Cte
Sendtothe YALR

CRAZY PATCHWORK iz woxis

New Haven, Ct (the originators of the Silk Patchworkoraze)

fora dollar of beautiful Silks for Patchwork, 6 es B
Emhrnid%, assorted colors 20e. a pac.hge, an “i

to sell our Rubber Printing 8tam; n sam
M&ae TarLok Bros. & Co., p gh

FOOD

OR INFANTS AND INVALIDS, The
only perfect substitute for Mether's Milk. The
most nourishing diet for invalids and nursing mothers.
Keeps in all climates. Commended by physicians. Sold
by druggists. Send for Book on Caro of Infants.
DOLIBER, GOODALE % CO.,
41 and 42 Central W har[, Bostun Mass.

A 65 DOLLAR

S Sowing Maching
~ For $18

with all attachments, Hun-
dreds of other articies in snme
proportion. Send for

List. CHICAGO BCALE CO
Chicago, 111,

LARGE STOCK OF
Houss and Bedding Plants,

Plants and cuttings cheap
by mail. I1llustrated cat-
alogue of northern grown
Seeds and Plants and Poul-
# try circular free, CHAS. W.
¥ BuTTERFIELD, Florist and
Seedsman, and breeder of
pure Laungshans, the com-
ing fowls, Bellows Falls, Vt.

I.-aclies. IL.oolx.
Infants' Wardrobe; 10 patterns, with full directions, for
50c. 10 patterns Flrut Sllorl Clothes, 50c. Latest style
patterns sent. Addre

COMBINATION 1‘A'1 TERN CO., Ponltney, Vermont.

o Suffering Women,.—For 25¢. I will send the pattern
ot an Abdomina! Supporter which 1 can highly rec-
ommend, having proved it more beneficial 1hane‘penahe
bouzhten ones. Mrs. P. A, Beard, Summit,DeKalb Co.Ind

PURE
BFLAVORING EXTRACTS

EXCEL ALL OTHEIS.

THOS. WOOD & CO., BOSTON.
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