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Introduction

The supplemental documents are intended to provide a fuller documentation
and understanding of the debate over the ratification of the Constitution in
Delaware than was possible in the printed volume. This supplement contains
official documents, letters, and newspaper items.

Except for some photographic reproductions (facsimiles), the documents con-
sist mostly of literal transcripts. The documents are arranged chronologically
except for those on particular subjects which are grouped together. These group-
ings are:

• New Castle County Petitions to the General Assembly, October 1787
• Votes Cast, Sussex County Election, 15 October 1787
• Sussex County Indentures of Election, 15 October 1787
• Sussex County Petitions Protesting the 15 October 1787 Elections
• The Delaware General Assembly, 24 October–10 November 1787
• Newspaper Reports of House of Assembly Proceedings on 27 October–

November 1787
• Votes Cast, Sussex County Election, 26 November 1787
• Sussex County Petitions to the General Assembly Protesting the Election of

26 November 1787
• Sussex County Petitions to the Delaware Convention, 28 November 1787
• The Delaware General Assembly, 10 January–2 February 1788

Facsimiles

This Supplement contains 51 facsimiles totaling 252 individual pages. These
facsimiles provide a visual representation of original documents, some of which
were difficult or impossible to transcribe.

References to these facsimiles (including the document number, title, and
footnotes) appear in the text portion of the Supplement with an indication to
visit the University of Wisconsin Digital Collection’s website (https://digital
.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution) to view the documents themselves. Fac-
similes for documents 33-A and 33-B can be found on pages 50 and 51, respec-
tively.

A list of facsimiles can be found at the end of the Table of Contents.

Appendix

Many newspaper items and pamphlets in the ratification debate had a regional
or national circulation. These items are printed in Commentaries on the Constitu-
tion: Public and Private (CC). The Appendix in this volume lists these Commentaries
items that were printed or reprinted in Delaware.
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Symbols

Manuscripts

DS Document Signed
FC File Copy
MS Manuscript
RC Recipient’s Copy
RG Record Group
Tr Translation

Short Titles

Evans Charles Evans, American Bibliography (12 vols., Chicago, 1903–1934).

Cross-references to Volumes of
The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution

CC References to Commentaries on the Constitution are cited as “CC”
followed by the number of the document. For example: “CC:25.”

Mfm References to the supplements to the “RCS” volumes are cited as
“Mfm” followed by the abbreviation of the state and the number
of the document. For example: “Mfm:Del. 2.” “Mfm” is also used
in the running headers as an aide to the reader, and are
especially helpful in multipage documents.”

RCS References to the series of volumes titled Ratification of the
Constitution by the States are cited as “RCS” followed by the
abbreviation of the state and the page number. For example:
“RCS:Del., 16.”
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Documents

1. Delaware Declaration of Rights and Constitution, 17761

� To view this document, see Evans 14732, or visit the University of Wisconsin
Digital Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. In Convention, at New-Castle, for the Delaware State, . . . [27 August–21 September 1776]
(Wilmington, 1776).

2. Petition to Move Sussex County Seat of Justice from Lewes, January 17871

To the Honourable the Representatives of the free men of the Delaware State
In General assembly at Dover the 8th Day January 1787 the Petition of Divers
Inhabitants of Sussex County in the State aforesaid Humbly Sheweth—

They conceive the holding Corts and confining Sundry offices to be held at
or near the Town of Lewis makes it very Inconvenient to the Greater Part of the
people in said County Many having the Distance of forty miles and upwards to
travel to said town whereas if the Seat of Justice and Publick Records were at or
near the center of Said county the people from Any Part thereof having business
at Said Cort or Said office might Set out from home Spend Some time at Said
Place and Return the Same Day—

Your Petitoners therefore humbly Pray your houners to take the Laws Respect-
ing holding Courts and offices at or near the town of Lewis under your most
Serious consideration And repeal the Same so far as respecting the holding
Courts and offices at or near the said Place and Pass an act for the Removal of
the Seat of Justice from the town of Lewis as the Several offices aforesaid and
Pass an act for holding the Same at the center of Said county As you in your
wisdom Shall think best—

And your Petitioners as in Duty bound will Ever Pray, &c—

1. DS, Legislative Papers, 1787, January–February, Petitions, Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs, Department of State. This was probably one of eight such petitions pre-
sented to the House of Assembly on 31 January 1787. It was signed by sixty-one persons.

3. Pennsylvania Packet, 4 April 1787

WILMINGTON, March 28.
Private advices from Maryland inform, that the dissentions in that country

have risen to an alarming height. That the courts do no business; that the par-
tizans of the different sides are in some places beginning to form themselves
into military bodies, and threaten open violence. The apparent cause of this
commotion is a proposed emission of paper money, which is warmly contended
for by a majority of the Lower House of Assembly, and a great part of the people;
while the other part, supported by a numerous minority in that House, and the
unanimous voice of the Senate, as strenuously oppose it. It is thought by many,
that [t]he real cause of the dispute lies deeper, that one party intend to overturn
the constitution by establishing the Senate, while the other is charged with a
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design of forming, or establishing an aristocratic interest. We sincerely hope that
our neighbours will see their error before it be too late; that wise and good men
will interpose to allay these heats, which may prove so fatal to their country; and
persuade the people, that, as no government is to be found without defects, both
in its form and execution, it is often better to bear with some grievances, than
to seek to redress them by blood; and that by such dissentions they give joy to
the enemies, and grief to the friends of America.

4. Pennsylvania Packet, 2 June 1787

WILMINGTON, (Delaware) May 30.
On Monday, the general assembly met at Dover. It is generally supposed that

little or no business will be done this session, so many distinguished members
being necessarily absent on the federal convention.

5. Timoleon, Pennsylvania Packet, 15 June 1787

From the DELAWARE GAZETTE.
To the People of Delaware.

My fellow citizens,
What most immediately demands your attention is the subject of our finances.

Few people interest themselves in this branch of government so as to compre-
hend it well. Hence it is, that unjust and tyrannical rulers never fail to employ
the public revenues to serve the purposes of their own ambition, avarice, and
prejudices. And when I shall unfold the mystery of iniquity which pervades the
present scheme of financing in Delaware, all honest men will be astonished.

It may be necessary for me to premise here, that the principal debt assumed
by our state consists of the depreciation certificates: Besides which, there are
considerable sums due to individual citizens, for money lent, articles furnished,
and services done during the war. The civil list and requisitions of Congress
compose our chief annual expences. We have hitherto had no revenues but from
a direct taxation upon property and a few trifling forfeitures.

Funds have been provided for the payment of most of the debts due from
the state to individuals, except the depreciation certificates; and on these five
years interest has been paid.

The citizens of this state hold their proportionable share of loan office cer-
tificates and other liquidated debts due from the United States. The interest on
these would be effectually provided for, by the annual requisition of Congress,
could our virtuous legislature only be prevailed on to maintain good faith, and
observe their own solemn treaties, with the United States in Congress assembled.

This statement shews we need but a small scale of finance; and that it might
be easily and effectually managed by honest men. But mark the sequel, wherein
I shall select such recent instances of perfidy, injustice, and oppression, as must
strike every intelligent reader with amazement.

The state assumed the depreciation debt in Feb. 1782: but no fund has been
provided to this day, for the payment of principal or interest, except the five



315 JUNE 1787Mfm:Del. 5

years interest before specified, by certain resolutions of the general assembly
passed in April 1784 and June 1785. This continued neglect of government
depreciated these certificates in a few years, to less than two-thirds of their nom-
inal value. Notwithstanding the depreciation, many of the original holders, some
through necessity, and others from an impatience of the delay of justice, passed
them to other hands, for what they could get for them. This circumstance, the
natural and unavoidable effect of injustice in the government, is made an ar-
gument for discrimination between original holders and others, and all the
means of further depreciation.

A bill passed the house of assembly at their last sessions, providing for the
payment of one year’s interest on the depreciation certificates, in the hands of
original holders, leaving such as had been transferred (otherwise than for what
they were pleased to call a full consideration) without any provision at all: thus
impliedly censuring as an injurious cause of depreciation what all intelligent
men know to be the effect of governmental injustice. By this affectation of pun-
ishing speculators, the depreciation of our certificates is doubly increased, al-
though council in passing the tax bill, struck out the clause alluded to, leaving
all alike to be provided for hereafter. I call this act of the house of assembly a
mere affectation, because I am well convinced the authors and contrivers of it
intended and expected it should have the effects which followed, as a natural
consequence.

Let us next examine how well our government has observed good faith, honor,
and honesty, with regard to her continental dues.

Congress by their requisition of September 1785, made provision for the pay-
ment of interest, on all sorts of continental certificates, up to the end of the
year 1784; and our state was at liberty to take advantage of this favorable requi-
sition, for the benefit of her citizens, by only complying with the terms of it. But
the peculiar policy of this state, whereby the holders of public securities are
rendered obnoxious, and held up as having a counter interest to the rest of the
citizens, rendered it difficult to pass the law through council, even at a late date,
though the house of assembly were at that time well disposed. Not without re-
peated messages and a conference between committees from the respective
branches of the legislature, the law at length passed; it was received by the board
of treasury as a compliance of the requisition; and according to the treaty thus
stipulated between this state and the United States, facilities were issued by the
loan officer, to all the public creditors within the state, who chose to receive
them.

One of the articles of this stipulated agreement was as follows: “And for pre-
venting the depreciating of certificates to be issued as aforesaid, the legislature
of each state is required to provide in the act complying with the requisition,
that if on the first day of January 1787, the said states quota of the said certificates
so to be issued shall not be in the hands of the state treasurer or other proper
officer, the deficiency shall be collected and paid into the Continental treasury
in specie, which when so paid is hereby appropriated to the redemption of such
surplus certificates.” This article was expressly instituted by Congress in favour
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of the public creditors; and in that same view recognized by the state as follows:
“And be it further enacted, that in case this state’s quota of said certificates to
be issued as aforesaid, shall not be in the hands of the state treasurer, on or
before the first day of January, which will be in the year 1787, the deficiency
shall be collected and paid into the Continental treasury in specie, to be appro-
priated to the redemption of surplus certificates, agreeably to the said act of
Congress of the 27th day of September last.”

This was the assurance given on the part of Congress, ratified and confirmed
on the part of the state, that any remaining facilities not paid in taxes, should
after the 1st of January 1787, be discounted for specie, as soon as the tax was
collected; and it cannot be doubted, had the government maintained good faith,
but the loan officer would by this time have been instructed to change the fa-
cilities of our needy public creditors for hard money.

But observe the conduct of our legislature at their last and ever memorable
sessions. In open violation of their plighted faith, regardless of any sense of
honor, and as if with design to injure and oppress that suffering class of fellow
citizens, the public creditors, the treaty with Congress, made and ratified with
all the solemnity of a law is broken, and a law is passed for the further extension
of the collection of facilities. After Congress had complied with their contract,
by issuing the facilities; and the public creditors had gladly accepted them as the
first step towards the payment of their interest; both are alike deceived by the
perfidious conduct of the legislature in employing the most effectual means in
their power, to destroy the stipulated fund, for the redemption of facilities.

As a further aggravation of their conduct, for whom have they done this vio-
lence? Was it to serve a more virtuous and deserving class of men than the public
creditors? No, my fellow citizens! It was done with a manifest design to curry
favour and gain popularity with those delinquents, who were never disposed to
trust the public with their property, or to render their services to their country,
upon the uncertain hope of reward. And as if intentionally to insult common
sense, decorum and decency, it is enacted. ‘That if Congress shall not allow the
commissioner of the continental loan office to receive the indents which may
be collected by virtue of this (extension) act, all loss or losses that may be thereby
sustained, shall be borne by the respective counties, in proportion to the sums
so received,’ By this rule, those good citizens, who paid their tax by the first of
January, agreeably to the original compact with Congress are to contribute to
make up the loss sustained on the collections from delinquents who paid after-
wards. Thus zeal and punctuality are to be taxed, and delinquency rewarded, by
our wise and virtuous lawgivers.

My fellow citizens, by reading the laws (which are at length published) and
examining the minutes of the house of assembly (those of council being too
sacred for vulgar inspection) you will find the facts I have stated are incontro-
vertibly true. My reasoning upon them will not be disputed by candid and im-
partial men. Your government then must have acted perfidiously and forfeited
her honor, for the sole purpose of defrauding that part of her own citizens called
public creditors. Are these the honest and virtuous proceedings of a republic?
Or do they favour rather of the violence of a tyranny?
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6. Pennsylvania Packet, 29 June 1787

From the Delaware Gazette.
Mr. Craig.

You are requested to give the following grievances a place in your useful paper,
and oblige several of your Customers.
1. That this little and poor state should be at the expence of maintaining 5

delegates to the fœderal convention, when three are sufficient, and probably
would do the business as well.

2. That 4 of these delegates are members of the assembly, whose absence has
occasioned an enormous expence to the state by the necessity of adjourning the
legislature, and holding another session.

3. That the officer, whose duty it was, returned an improper person on the
jury, at the late court of Oyer for this county by which the proceedings of the
court were overset, and an expence of 150l. or 200l. uselessly incurred by an
adjournment.

4. That the judges should not have avoided the expence mentioned in the
preceding article, by adjourning the court from day to day till they had suffi-
ciently considered the point of law, which most people think not a very abstruse
one.

7. Nicholas Ridgely to Abraham Ridgely, Dover, 22 August 1787 (excerpt)1

As to news, You know, it is not to be expected from our own little concerns,
seem to have suspended the attention of our politicians from the grand, national
matters that now are in agitation. From the Convention at Philada. we most
expect, either permanence and stability or ruin and misery. Should a tolerable
Government be formed, it will be our wisdom to adopt it. Our present establish-
ment is tottering to a dissolution, and nothing could preserve it for a moment
but the expectation of a reformation from the convention. I believe there are a
number of men who will, at all events, oppose the measures that may be resolved
on, In hopes of catching something in the general scramble that convulsions
(and probably civil war) would produce. May God avert this worst of all possible
evils! Our ensuing election now claims the attention of the different parties.
Plans to ensure success each party adopts, probably without any regard to the
public weal. Our patriots seem now to think the public good consists in the
emoluments that accrue to their own particular friends, without looking any
farther. They adopt or reject a measure, not because it is in itself good or bad,
but because it is advantageous or disadvantageous to the parties themselves. This
is the true state of our politics—I have been much pressed to stand a Candidate
for a seat in Council, and many flattering arguments used to induce me to do
so, but thank Heaven I know my own interest to well to act so foolishly—My
business is increasing, and all sides employ without any political objection; but
such a [step?] would, I think inevetably ruin me. I have written so much about
myself because I knew not what else to insert—

1. RC, Folder 131, Ridgely Collection, Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs, De-
partment of State. The letter was addressed to Abraham Ridgely in “New Town.”
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8. John Dickinson to George Read, Philadelphia, 15 September 17871

Yesterday I was prevented by a severe Headach from attending in Convention,
I am [now?] setting off for Wilmington—

Some person mentioned to Me, that the Members were to give an Entertain-
ment to the Gentlemen of the Town, from whom we have received Civilities. I
therefore beg you will apply the inclosed Bankbill for Me to that use—

1. RC, The Signers of the Constitution Collection, State Historical Society of Wisconsin.
This letter was probably addressed to George Read, who, like Dickinson, was a delegate to
the Constitutional Convention. On 17 September, Read signed the Constitution for Dick-
inson.

9. Prospects for Ratification of the Constitution by Delaware
26 September–11 December 1787

Pennsylvania Gazette, 26 September 1

We hear from Delaware and New-Jersey that the fœderal government has been
received in each of those states with universal satisfaction. And it is said a majority
of the citizens of New-York, where it was made public last Friday [21 September],
expressed their hearty concurrence in it.

Lambert Cadwalader to Edward Lloyd, New York, 23 October (excerpt) 2

I sincerely congratulate you on the fair Prospect there is of our soon becoming
happy at Home & respectable abroad under the Operation of the new Govern-
ment which, from everything I can learn will very probably take Place in the
Course of the ensuing Year. . . . It is believed that Pennsylvania will adopt it &
of Course the Delaware State.

James Madison to William Short, New York, 24 October (excerpt) 3

The Constitution has not been yet long enough before the public here to
warrant any decided opinion concerning its fate. The general impression seems
to be favorable as far as it is known. . . . N. Jersey will pretty certainly accede.
Pena. is divided. The advocates of the Constitution at present are certainly the
more numerous party. Delaware will fall in of Course.

William Grayson to William Short, New York, 10 November 4

In Delaware & Maryland I hear of little or no opposition, though in the latter
some was expected from [Samuel] Chase and [William] Paca.

Samuel Powel to George Washington, Philadelphia, 13 November 5

All the eastern States, New York, New Jersey and Delaware are esteemed to be
decided for it.
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Henry Knox to Nathan Dane, New York, 21 November 6

The new Constitution the new constitution is the general cry—The three
southern States will probably take it as it stands—Virginia will be strenuously for
amendments and alterations. Maryland’s intention unexplained as yet—Dela-
ware for it excepting Doctor [ James] Tilton who was not in the convention and
therefore is mainly against it.

Samuel A. Otis to James Warren, New York, 27 November (excerpt) 7

If the confederation ceases, puissant as any state may feel itself, I think its in-
dependence is at an end. If they [the states] prefer the Confederation upon the
old, or rather present plan, they certainly ought to keep up their representation,
And if they are zealous for the new plan, They ought to send their delegates to
prepare the way, & I had like to have said make the paths straight before it. But
I have no expectation of a speedy adoption of the New System. New hamshr I can
give no acct of, Massachusetts & R Island No Connecticut Yea, N York No, N
Jersey doubt Pensilvania & Delaware Yea. . . . at least these are my probable con-
jectures upon each state from present appearances.

James Madison to Thomas Jefferson, New York, 9 December (excerpt) 8

The Constitution proposed by the late Convention engrosses almost all the
whole political attention of America. All the Legislatures, except that of R. Is-
land, which have been assembled, have agreed in submitting it to State Conven-
tions. . . . N. Hampshire from every account, as well as from some general in-
ducements felt there will pretty certainly be on the affirmative side. So will new
Jersey and Delaware.

Henry Knox to George Washington, New York, 11 December 9

Notwithstanding the opposition and writings of the enemies of the new con-
stitution it is now pretty apparent that it will be received by considerable major-
ities in New Hampshire, Massachusetts Connecticut New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Delaware.

1. This item was reprinted twenty-two times from Vermont to South Carolina by 22
October (CC:Vol. I, Appendix).

2. RC, Lloyd Papers, Maryland Historical Society (CC:184). This letter, and all other
letters below, are excerpts.

3. RC, Short Papers, Library of Congress (CC:188).
4. RC, ibid. (CC:248).
5. RC, Washington Papers, Library of Congress (CC:255).
6. RC, Dane Papers, Beverly Historical Society (CC:275).
7. RC, Mercy Warren Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society (CC:296).
8. RC, Madison Papers, Library of Congress (CC:334).
9. RC, Washington Papers, Library of Congress (CC:337).
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10. Privy Council Minutes, 1 October 17871

At a Board of the President and Privy Council of the Delaware State; held at
Dover on Monday the first day of October, in the year of Our Lord One thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty seven.

Present:
His Excellency Thomas Collins, Esquire, President and Commander in

Chief;

Charles Pope,
Eleazer McComb,
John Clayton,

⎫
⎪
⎬
⎪
⎭

Esquires, Members of
the Privey Council

Complaint having been made to His Excellency the President by Peter Fretwell
Wright, Esquire, Sheriff of the County of Sussex, that sundry persons within the
said County had taken measures, and committed acts of outrage, tending to
prevent the holding of the Election for the said County on the present day,
appointed by law for that purpose; the said Peter Fretwell Wright was called
before this Board and, being solemnly affirmed, deposed as follows:

N.B. These depositions were taken in the absence of the Secretary and never
came into his possession.

1. MS, Meetings of President and Privy Council of Delaware, Historical Society of Dela-
ware.

11. Proclamation by President Thomas Collins, Monday, 1 October 17871

By his Excellency Thomas Collins Esqr. President, Captain-General and Com-
mander in Chief of the Delaware State

A Proclamation
Whereas information hath been given to me on oath of certain riotous, dis-

orderly and illegal proceedings of a number of persons, inhabitants of the
County of Sussex, in exciting commotions and disturbances to the hindrance of
the annual Election of the said County: And whereas all such doings are preju-
dicial to the peace and welfare of the State, and tend greatly to the manifest
injury of the Community; and I, being willing and desirous to support good
Government, and the rights of the freemen of this State, do therefore, with the
advice of the Privy-Council strictly enjoin and require all officers both civil and
military, and all other the Citizens of this State within the said County to be
aiding and assisting to the Sheriff and other Judges of the said Election in sup-
pressing and quelling all Rioters and Persons unlawfully attempting to interrupt
the same: And all persons whatsoever are strictly charged and required to con-
duct themselves in a peaceable and orderly manner, so as not to disturb the free
and fair Election of said County under pain of prosecution and the severities of
the Law—

Given under my hand and Seal, at Dover, the first day of October, One thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty seven.

1. FC, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions, Division of Historical
and Cultural Affairs, Department of State.
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12 A–H. New Castle County Petitions to the General Assembly, October 17871

� To view these documents, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. Petition 12-A is in Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions, Division
of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State.

Petitions 12 B–H are in Folder 181, Convention to Ratify the Constitution of the United
States—1787, General Reference Collection, Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs,
Department of State.

13 A–H. Votes Cast, Sussex County Election, 15 October 17871

13-A. Votes Cast, Baltimore Hundred, 15 October
A list of the names of Baltimore Hundred & Votes—

Samuel Derrikson 1
William Hall 2
Noah Collins 3
Benjamin Holland 4
Littleton Townsend 5
Richard Barker 6

I Noah Collins Being inspector in Baltimore Hundred in the County of Sussex
at an Election held at Lewis town in County afd. on the 15th. day of Octr. 1787
and the Above is a true list of the Votes of afd. Hundred

As witness my hand.
Noah Collins

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

13-B. Votes Cast, Broad Kiln Hundred, 15 October
Broadkiln Votes Broadkiln Voters

John Hazzard Voted 1
Abel Notingam 2
Stephen Mitchell 3
Nathaniel Hickman 4
James Ferngus 5
Hugh Stinson 6
Wm. Hall 7
Whitely Hatfield 8
Wm Hazzard 9
Sheldon Dorman 10
Wm Peery 11
Edmon Dickinson 12
James Wiley 13
Hugh Patterson 14
George West 15
Nehemiah Reed 16
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Jonathan Kahoon 17
John Clows, Esqr 18
John Enniss 19
Robert Hall 20
Wm Matthias 21
Emanel Russum 22
Stephen Castine 23
Burton Johnson 24
Abram Conned 25
Parker Truitt 26

I William Peery Inspector for Broadkiln Hundred in the County of Sussex do
certify that at an Election holden at the Town of Lewes for said County on the
15th day of Oct. 1787 the above named Persons Voted in said Hundred

Witness my hand
William Peery

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

13-C. Votes Cast, Cedar Creek Hundred, 15 October
a list of the union ticket

Luke wattson 1
Zaceria [Zachariah] Carlisle 2
Levy Riggs 3
Samuel Wasnett 4
Jno Lofland 5
Wm Shockley Junr 6
Isaac Beauchamp 7
David Williams 8
Jno Parker 9

I Isaac Beauchamp Inspector for Cedar Creek Hundred in the County of Sussex
do certify that at an Election holden at the Town of Lewes for the County afsd
on the 15th day of Octr. 1787 the above named Persons Voted in said Hundred

Witness my hand
Isaac Beauchamp

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution
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13-D. Votes Cast, Dagsbury Hundred, 15 October
A List of Vots & the parsons Names Belonging to the [Dagbery Hundred Made
the 15th of Octr. ye 1787?]

Hinman Worton 1
John Mumford 2
Joseph Derickson 3
Zadock Busey 4
Lacy Morriss 5
Solomon Willey 6
Simon Kollock 7
Jacob Burton 8

I Solomon Wiley Inspector for Dagsbury hundred of the County of Sussex do
Certify that at an Ellection holden at the Town of Lewis for the County Afsd on
the 15th day of Octobr 1787 the Above Named persons Voted In Said Hundred

Witness my hand
Solomon Willey

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

13-E. Votes Cast, Indian River Hundred, 15 October
A List of the Names of the Indian & Angola Voters

David Mclvain No. 1
Thos Sirman 2
Henry Brerton 3
Isaac Atkins 4
Andrew Mclvain 5
Thos Robinson 6
John Field 7
George Frame 8
Thos Warrinton 9
Wm Burton of Bin 10
Thos Forster 11
Gammage Hodg 12

I Isaac Atkins Inspector for Indian River Hundred in the County of Sussex do
certify that at an Election holden at the Town of [Lewes] for the County afsd
on the 15th day of Octr. 1787 the above named Persons Voted in said Hundred

Witness my hand
Isaac Atkinson

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution
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13-F. Votes Cast, Little Creek Hundred, 15 October
A list of the Names of the Little Creek Voters

1 John King
2 Isaac Benson
3 Elihugh Jackson

I Marshel Smith Inspector for Little Creek Hundred in the County of Sussex do
Certify that an Election holden at the Town of Lewis for Said County on the
15th day of October, 1787 the Above Names Persons Voted in the Said Hundred

witness my hand——
Marshall Smith

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

13-G. Votes Cast, Nanticoke Hundred, 15 October
A List of the Names of Nanticoke Votes—

No
Benjaman Boyer 1
Eli Parker 2
Joseph Lindel 3
Nathaniel Waller 4
Henry Cavender 5
Thomas Truitt[?] 6
George Polk 7
John Collins 8
Elsey Spicer 9
John Willis 10
Nathaniel Hays 11
Cloudsbrough Warren 12
George Hardey Fisher 13
John Hinson 14

I Thomas Laverty Inspector for Nanticoke Hundred in The County of Sussex do
Certify That at an Ellection holden at the Town of Lewis for the County afsd.
on 15th. day of October 1787 the above-Named persons Voted in Said Hundred

Witness my hand
Thomas Laverty

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

13-H. Votes Cast, Northwest Fork Hundred, 15 October
List of Voters of the N.W. fork Hundred the 15th October 1787

No. 1. John Grayham
2. Robert Williams
3. Thomas Laws
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4. Jonathan Hatfield
5

I Francis Wright Inspector for N, W, fork Hundred in the County of Sussex do
certify that at an Election holden at the Town of Lewis for Said County on the
15th. day of Octr. 1787 the Above named Persons Voted in Said Hundred

Witness my hand
Francis Wright

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. These votes are in Sussex County Records, 1787, Sussex Elections, Division of His-
torical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State. Votes cast for the hundreds of Broad
Creek and of Lewes and Rehoboth have not been located.

14 A–C. Sussex County Indentures of Election, 15 October 17871

14-A. House of Assembly, Indenture of Election, 15 October

Sussex County Delaware State
This Indenture made the fifteenth day of October One thousand Seven hun-

dred and Eighty Seven. Between Peter Fretwell Wright Esqr. High Sheriff of the
County afsd of the one part and Francis Wright, Thomas Laverty, Marshall Smith,
Peter Marsh, Isaac Atkins, and Noah Collins Inspectors—
Gentlemen Freeholders of said County of the other part Witnesseth that the
said Freeholders together with the Freeholders in General having met at the
Court House in Lewes on the first day of this instant October, and continued by
Adjournments untill this present fifteenth day of October did then and there in
full County choose, elect and nominate William Peery Rhoads Shankland, Geo.
Mitchell Nath. Hays, John Tenent, Chas. Polk & Nath. Waples Gentlemen to be
representatives of the County afsd in the house of Assembly for the ensuing year.
they the said Representatives to give their advice, Counsel and attendance, at the
next General Assembly to be held at Dover for the Delaware State afsd on the
twentieth of October instant In Witness whereof the said Sheriff and Freehold-
ers above named have to two parts of this Indenture set their Hands and Seals,
the day and year first above Written

Francis Wright [SEAL]
Thomas Laverty [SEAL]

[SEAL] Peter F Wright Sheriff Marshall Smith [SEAL]
Peter Marsh [SEAL]
Isaac Atkinson [SEAL]
Noah Collins [SEAL]
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14-B. House of Assembly, Indenture of Election, 15 October

Sussex County Delaware State
This Indenture made this Fifteenth day of October In the Year of Our Lord

Seventeen hundred and Eighty Seven Between Thomas Laws S[ub] Shff of the
County afsd of the One part And Francis Wright Thomas Laverty William Peery
and Peter Marsh Inspectors, and John Paynter and David Hall Gentleman Free-
holders of the County of the Other part Witnesseth that the Said Inspectors to-
gether With a Number of the Freeholders of the said County having met at the
Court house in Lewis on the first day of October instant and Continued by ad-
journments untill this day did then and there C[h]oose Elect and Nominate Wil-
liam Peery John Tennant Nathl. Waples George Mitchel Rhoads Shankland
Charles Polk and Nathl. Hays Gentlemen To be Representatives of this County in
the house of Assembly for the Ensuing year They the Said Representatives to Give
their due attendance at the Next General Assembly (if possible they can with
Convenience) to be held at Dover for the Delaware State afsd. on the Twentieth
day of this Instant October. In witness whereof the Said S[ub] Shrff, Inspectors
and Freeholders above Mentioned S[ub] Shff. Inspectors and Freeholders have
hereunto Set their hands and affixed their Seals the day and year first Above writen

[SEAL] Thomas Laws Francis Wright [SEAL]
Thomas Laverty [SEAL]
Solomon Willey [SEAL]
Joseph Dawson [SEAL]
D. Hall [SEAL]
Peter Marsh [SEAL]
John Paynter [SEAL]
William Peery [SEAL]

14-C. Legislative Council, Indenture of Election, 15 October

Sussex County Delaware State
This Indenture made this fifteenth day of October in the Year of Our Lord

one Thousand Seven hundred and Eighty Seven Between Thomas Laws Subsheriff
of the County afsd. of the one part and Francis Wright Thomas Laverty William
Pery and Peter Marsh Inspectors and John Paynter and David Hall Gentlemen
Freeholders of the Said County of the Other part Witnesseth that the Said In-
spectors together with a number of Freeholders of the Said County having met at
the Court house in Lewis on the first day of October instant and Continued by
Adjournments untill this day did then and there chose Elect, and Nominate Simon
Kollock, Gentleman to be Councillor for the County afsd. Persuant to the Consti-
tution or system of goverment of the State of Delaware In Testamony whereof
the Said Subsheriff Inspectors and Free holders have hereunto Signed their Names
and affixed their Seals the day and year first Above writen

[SEAL] Thomas Laws S. Shrff—. Francis Wright [SEAL]
Thomas Laverty [SEAL]
Solomon Willey [SEAL]
William Peery [SEAL]
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Joseph Dawson [SEAL]
D. Hall [SEAL]
Peter Marsh [SEAL]
John Paynter [SEAL]

1. These indentures are in Sussex County Records, 1787, Sussex Elections, Division of
Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State.

15. Delaware Gazette, 17 October 1787

The Sussex election we hear was to take place last Monday [15 October], a
compromise having been made with the party which had violently prevented the
election on the day appointed by law [1 October].

16. Francis Asbury Journal, Friday, 19 October 17871

Came in the evening to Shanklands. Here I found the people in disorder and
violence about the election; some had gone so far as to take up fire-arms.

1. Printed: Elmer T. Clark, et al., eds., The Journal and Letters of Francis Asbury (3 vols.,
London, Eng., and Nashville, Tenn., 1958), I, 551.

17 A–E. Sussex County Petitions Protesting the 15 October 1787 Elections1

� To view these documents, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. These petitions are in Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions, Divi-
sion of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State.

18 A–O. The Delaware General Assembly, 24 October–10 November 1787

The proceedings transcribed below supplement the printed volume on the
following topics: (1) the Sussex County election controversy; (2) the act altering
the quorum of the House of Assembly; (3) the resolutions providing for a state
convention; and (4) the act altering the place of election in Sussex County and
calling a new election.

The council Proceedings are from Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council
of the Delaware State . . . [27–31 August, 20 October–10 November 1787] (Wil-
mington, 1787). The House Proceedings are from Votes and Proceedings of the
House of Assembly of the Delaware State . . . [27–29 August, 20 October–10 Novem-
ber 1787] (Wilmington, 1787).

The proceedings transcribed below also contain supplementary manuscript
material which is in the Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department
of State. For the collections in which the material is located in that repository,
see the notes at the end of this section.
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18-A. General Assembly, Wednesday, 24 October

House Proceedings, A.M., 24 October
On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Porter, Mr. Davis, and Mr. Clayton, be a Com-

mittee of Elections and Privileges for the ensuing Year; and that they have power
to send for Persons, Papers, and Records.

18-B. General Assembly, Thursday, 25 October

House Proceedings, A.M., 25 October
The Committee of Elections and Privileges made a report, which was read,

and approved as follows:
That there is no return of Members elected to serve as Representatives in

Assembly, from the County of Sussex; and as business of the utmost consequence
to the Happiness, Prosperity, and Existence of this State, is now depending be-
fore the House, they suggest the necessity of conducting the same in such man-
ner, as would be most conducive to unanimity and concord; and therefore con-
ceive it necessary, that an enquiry should be made why the returns of the
Election, for the said County of Sussex, have not been transmitted to this House;
or that measures be adopted to compel the Sheriff of that County to make his
returns, as speedily as possible, if an Election has been held; that the business
of this State may be transacted with the utmost strength, harmony, and expedi-
tion.

Whereupon it was Resolved, That Mr. Speaker issue his Summons for the Sher-
iff of the County of Sussex, or other returning Officer of the said County, to
appear before this House, forthwith, to shew cause why he hath neglected to
certify to this House, whether the annual Election for Representatives hath been
held for the said County, as prescribed by the Laws and Constitution; and if an
Election hath been held, why he hath neglected to certify the Indenture or
Return thereof to this House.

[Draft Report on Sussex Election]1

“The Committee of Elections & Priviledges, from the nature of their appoint-
ment, beg leave to report, that there is no return made, of the Members Elected
to serve as Representatives in Assembly, from one County of this State, and as
business, of the Utmost consequence to the happiness, prosperity and existance
of this State, is now depending before the House; they suggest, the necessity, of
conducting the business of the State in such manner, as would be most conducive
to Unanimity and Concord—Therefore conceive it necessary that an enquiry
should be made, why the returns of the Representatives for the County of Sussex
have not come forward, or to fall upon some Measure, to compell the Sheriff of
that County, to make his returns as speedily as possible, (if any Election has been
made,) that the business of this State, may be Transacted with the utmost strenth
Harmony and expedition”

[Writ Summoning Sheriff of Sussex County]2

[SEAL] “The Delaware State
“The Honorable Thomas Rodney, Esquire, Speaker of The Honorable The
House of Assembly of the said State,
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“To Joseph Harper, Sergeant at Arms, or his Deputy.
“You are hereby strictly commanded, in pursuance of a Resolution of the said

House of Assembly, of this Day, that you summon Peter Fretwell Wright, Esquire,
Sheriff of the County of Sussex, or other returning Officer of the said County,
to appear before the said House of Assembly forthwith, to shew cause why he
hath neglected to certify to the sd. House, whether the annual Election for Rep-
resentatives hath been held for the said County as prescribed by the Laws and
Constitution of the said State; and if an Election hath been held, why he hath
neglected to certify the Indentures or Returns of the said General Election to
the said House: Hereof fail not at your Peril. Given under the Hand and Seal
of the Speaker afsd., at Dover this 25th. day of October A.D. 1787.”

Council Proceedings, A.M., 25 October
On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Read, Mr. Cook, and Mr. Laws, be a Committee,

to wait on his Excellency the President, and inform him that the Council has
met, and were ready to receive any business, he might have to lay before them.

The Committee above mentioned, being returned, reported, that they had
waited on his Excellency agreably to order, and were informed by him, that he
had sent a message with sundry papers, to the House of Assembly, which in due
time would come before the Council.

House Proceedings, P.M., 25 October
The House met according to adjournment.
The Committee to whom was referred the President’s Message, and part of

its inclosures, made their report, which was read.
Ordered to lie on the Table.
On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Evans wait on the Council, and deliver the said

Message, and the Papers communicated therewith, for their information.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 25 October
Mr. Evans, a member of Assembly, was admitted, and he delivered to the

Chair, a message from his Excellency the President, with the letters and papers
therein referred to, which said message was read, and is as follows:

[For the President’s message, see RCS:Del., 59]
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock tomorrow morning.

18-C. General Assembly, Saturday, 27 October

House Proceedings, A.M., 27 October
On motion of Mr. Clayton, For leave to bring in a Bill for altering the Quorum

of the House of Assembly; the same was granted.
Whereupon he presented to the chair, a Bill for that purpose, which was read.
By special Order, The said Bill was read the second Time; and afterwards being

read the third time, by Paragraphs, and amended,
Passed the House.
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Ordered, That the said Bill be transcribed, and sent to the Council for concur-
rence.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 27 October
The Council met according to adjournment.
The Speaker laid on the table a bill, intituled, “An act for altering the Quorum

of the House of Assembly,” which had been delivered to him by a member of
that House after the adjournment of Council, for the consideration and con-
currence of this House.

The said bill was read the first time.
By special order, The said bill was read the second time.
The said bill was read the third time by paragraphs, and
Passed the House.
Ordered, That the said bill, as concurred in by the Council, be returned to the

House of Assembly by Mr. Laws.
Mr. Laws reported the delivery of the said bill to the House of Assembly,

agreably to order.

House Proceedings, P.M., 27 October
Mr. Laws, a Member of Council, was admitted, and returned the Bill, intituled,

“An Act for altering the Quorum of the House of Assembly;” in which the Coun-
cil concurred.

Ordered, That the same be engrossed.
The said Bill being engrossed, was compared, and ordered to be signed by

the Speaker; which was done accordingly.
On motion, Resolved, That the President or Commander in Chief affix the

Great-Seal of this State to the following Law: “An Act for altering the Quorum
of the House of Assembly.”

Ordered, That Mr. Gordon wait on the Council with the above resolution for
their concurrence; and that he deliver the Bill therein mentioned, in order that
it may be signed by the Speaker of that House.

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Vining and Mr. Robinson be a Committee to
see the Great-Seal affixed to the said Act.

Adjourned to Monday next.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 27 October
Mr. Gordon, a member of Assembly, was admitted, and he delivered to the

Chair the bill, intituled, “An act for altering the Quorum of the House of As-
sembly,” engrossed, with a resolution of that House for affixing the Great Seal
of the State to the same.

The said bill was compared.
Ordered, That the Speaker sign the said bill, which was done accordingly.
The resolution of the House of Assembly, for affixing the Great Seal of the

State to the above mentioned bill, was read, and concurred in.



1924 OCTOBER–10 NOVEMBER 1787Mfm:Del. 18 A–O

Ordered, That Mr. Tilton wait on the House of Assembly, and return the said
resolution, with the bill for altering the Quorum of the House of Assembly, as
acted upon by this House.

Mr. Tilton reported the delivery of the same according to order.
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday morning.

18-D. General Assembly, Monday, 29 October

House Proceedings, 29 October
The House met; present the same Members as on Saturday.
The Committee appointed to see the Great-Seal affixed to the Act, intituled,

“An Act for altering the Quorum of the House of Assembly,” reported, that the
same had been done in their presence.

* * * * * * *
The Serjeant at Arms having returned the Summons for the appearance of

the Sheriff, or other returning Officer for the County of Sussex, Peter Fretwell
Wright, Esq; Sheriff of the said County, was called before the House; and upon
his examination, as to the charge of neglect in certifying to this House, the
Indenture or return of the late general Election for the said County, it appeared,
that he was absent from the place of holding the said Election, through indis-
position; and that the same was held by Thomas Laws his Under-Sheriff: Where-
upon he was commanded to withdraw.

The said Thomas Laws was then called before the House, and having pre-
sented the Indenture or return of the aforesaid Election, was ordered to with-
draw, but not to depart from Dover, without the leave of this House.

The said Indenture or return being read, it appears that the following Persons
were returned to represent the County of Sussex in this House, to wit, William
Peery, John Tennant, Nathaniel Waples, George Mitchell, Rhoad Shankland,
Charles Polk, and Nathaniel Hayes.

Ordered, That the said Return lie on the Table for further consideration.

18-E. General Assembly, Tuesday, 30 October

House Proceedings, A.M., 30 October
The House met; present the same Members as on Yesterday.
The return of the late general Election for the County of Sussex was read;

and the Names of the Representatives returned for the said County, being called,
William Peery, George Mitchell, Rhoad Shankland, and Nathaniel Hayes ap-
peared in the House.

On motion, Ordered, That the Sheriff of the County of Sussex, and Thomas
Laws his under-Sheriff, be called before the House, and examined respecting
the mode of conducting the late general Election for the said County, and upon
the subject of the Indenture or return of the said Election.

On motion, Resolved, That the Doors of this House remain open, for the ad-
mission of such orderly Citizens as may choose to be present, during the Ex-
amination and Enquiry aforesaid.
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Peter Fretwell Wright, Esq; Sheriff of the County of Sussex, and Thomas Laws
his under-Sheriff were severally called before the House; and being examined,
the former upon his solemn Affirmation, and the latter upon his Oath, and their
Depositions taken in Writing, they were discharged.

Adjourned to 3 o’Clock.

Council Proceedings, A.M., 30 October
The Council met, present the same members and Mr. Cook.
The Speaker laid on the table a paper, purporting to be the return of a Coun-

sellor for the County of Sussex of the present year, which was read, and follows
in these words, to wit:

[For the indenture of election, see Mfm:Del. 14-C].

House Proceedings, P.M., 30 October
The House met according to adjournment.
Nathaniel Waples and Charles Polk, two of the Representatives returned for

the County of Sussex, appeared in the House.
Four Petitions from 121 Inhabitants of the County of Sussex, were read,

complaining that the Freedom of the late general Election for the said County
was obstructed by an armed Body of about two hundred Men, known by the
Name of Associators; that the leading Gentlemen of the said County, on the Day
of the Election, agreed that about 100 Votes only should be received, whereby
about one thousand, or nine tenths of the Freemen of the said County, were
abridged of their greatest Privilege, that of choosing their Representatives; that
James English, the Inspector of Little Creek Hundred, was beaten, driven out
of Lewes-Town, and compelled to give Bail to be absent on the 15th of Octo-
ber, to which time the Election was adjourned; that divers others of the Citizens
were beaten, wounded, and maimed; that many other mal-practices were ex-
ercised at the said Election, which renders the same illegal and unconstitu-
tional; and praying relief in the premises that the People may enjoy their just
rights and privileges.

On motion of Mr. Vining, “That the Serjeant at Arms be directed to prepare
himself to go to the County of Sussex, tomorrow Morning at ten o’Clock, to
summon Witnesses respecting the late Election for that County;” and the same
being seconded by Mr. Grantham, the Question was put, and the yeas and nays
being required by Mr. Vining, are as follow:

YEAS. Mr. Porter, Mr. Evans, Mr. Grantham, Mr. Latimer Mr. May, Mr. Rob-
inson, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Gordon, Mr. M’Call, Mr. Davis, Mr. Vining.

NAYS. Mr. Raymond, Mr. Revell.
So it was resolved in the affirmative.
On motion, Ordered, That William Peery, Esq; Inspector of Broad-Kiln Hun-

dred in the County of Sussex, be examined on the subject of the late general
Election for that County.

Whereupon he was examined on Oath, and his Testimony being committed
to Writing,

The House adjourned to ten o’Clock To-Morrow Morning.
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18-F. General Assembly, Wednesday, 31 October

House Proceedings, A.M., 31 October
The House met; present the same Members as on Yesterday—and Mr. Polk

one of the Representatives returned for the County of Sussex.
On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Speaker issue Summonses for the following

Persons, to wit, Levin Hurly, James Polk, Elsey Spicer, William Husk, Stephen
Riding, William Irwin, School-Master, Thomas Evans, William Smith Son of John,
John Collins Son of Joseph, Edward Craig, Ely Carey, John Reed Son of Matthew,
Zadoc Lindon, Daniel Havelo, Bevin Morris, Edmond Reed, Nehemiah Reed,
James English, and William Harrison, Inhabitants of the County of Sussex, to
appear before this House, forthwith, to testify all and singular those things which
they know, or shall be examined on, in any wise respecting the conducting or
carrying on of the late general Election for the said County of Sussex.

[Writ Summoning Witnesses]3

[SEAL] “The Delaware State.
“The Honorable Thomas Rodney, Esquire, Speaker of The Honorable House

of Assembly of the said State;
“To Joseph Harper, Sergeant at Arms, or his Deputy: You are hereby strictly

commanded, in pursuance of a Resolution of the said House of Assembly, of
this Day, that you summon Levin Hurly, James Polk, Elsey Spicer, William Husk,
Stephen Riding, William Irwin, School-Master, Thomas Evans, William Smith Son
of John, John Collins Son of Joseph, Edward Craig, Eli Carey, John Reed Son
of Matthew, Zadoc Lindon, Daniel Havelo, Bevin Morris, Edmond Reed,—Ne-
hemiah Reed, James English, and William Harrison, Inhabitants of the County
of Sussex, to appear before the House of Assembly aforesaid, forthwith, to testify
all and singular those Things which they know, or shall be examined on, in any
wise respecting the conducting and carrying on of the late General Election for
the said County of Sussex: Here of fail not at your Peril.

“Given under the Hand and Seal of the Speaker afsd., at Dover, this thirty
first Day of October, in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hun-
dred and Eighty Seven.”

On motion of Mr. M’Call, That the Persons returned as Representatives from
the County of Sussex, be admitted to take, make, and subscribe the Oath of Al-
legiance and Declaration prescribed by the Constitution, and to assume their Seats
as Members, and be competent to all business, except such matters as relate to
the aforesaid general Election for the said County of Sussex, until the House shall
decide upon the said Election; and the same being seconded by Mr. Revell, the
question was put, and the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Revell, are as follow:

YEAS. Mr. Evans, Mr. Latimer, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Raymond, Mr. Gordon, Mr.
M’Call, Mr. Davis, Mr. Revell.

NAYS. Mr. Porter, Mr. Grantham, Mr. May, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Vining.
So it was resolved in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Vining, That the return of the late general Election for the
County of Sussex, as made to this House, be entered at large upon the Minutes;
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and the same being seconded by Mr. Grantham, the question was put, and the
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Grantham, are as follow:

YEAS. Mr. Porter, Mr. Grantham, Mr. May, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Raymond, Mr.
Vining.

NAYS. Mr. Evans, Mr. Latimer, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Gordon, Mr. M’Call, Mr.
Davis, Mr. Revell.

So it passed in the negative.
Adjourned to three o’Clock.

Council Proceedings, A.M., 31 October
The Council met, present the same members.
On motion, Ordered, That the Sheriff and sub-Sheriff of Sussex County be

notified to attend the Council forthwith, to be examined touching the late elec-
tion in Sussex County.

The Sheriff and sub-Sheriff attended accordingly, and the Council went into
the examination aforesaid, and after some time spent thereon,

Adjourned to 3 o’clock.

House Proceedings, P.M., 31 October
The House met according to adjournment,
And proceeded to the examination of Witnesses respecting the late general

Election for the County of Sussex.
Whereupon John Parker and John Hayes were called before the House; and

being examined separately upon Oath, and their Testimony taken, in Writing,
they were discharged from further attendance.

Adjourned to ten o’Clock To-Morrow Morning.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 31 October
The Council met according to adjournment, and proceeded in the examina-

tion of the Sheriff and sub-Sheriff of the County of Sussex, concerning the late
election in said County.

Ordered, That Mr Peery be notified to attend the Council, and give information,
with respect to the mode of conducting the late election in Sussex County.

Mr. Peery attended accordingly and gave the information aforesaid.
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to-morrow morning.

18-G. General Assembly, Thursday, 1 November

House Proceedings, A.M., 1 November
The House met; present all the Members; absent the Representatives returned

for the County of Sussex.

* * * * * * *
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On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Davis wait on the Council, and deliver the several
Petitions before this House, complaining of the illegality of the late Election for
the County of Sussex.

* * * * * * *
On motion of Mr. M’Call, That this House now resume the consideration of

the controverted Election for the County of Sussex, and proceed to a determi-
nation thereon, from the Testimony already adduced to the House; and the same
being seconded by Mr. Revell, the question was put, and

Passed in the negative.

Council Proceedings, A.M., 1 November
The Council met, present the same members.
Mr. Davis, a member of Assembly was admitted, and delivered to the Chair

four petitions from 121 of the inhabitants of Sussex County, against the late
Election in said County.

Ordered to lie on the table.

18-H. General Assembly, Friday, 2 November

House Proceedings, A.M., 2 November
The House met; absent Mr. Revell, and the Representatives returned for the

County of Sussex.

* * * * * * *
The House proceeded to the Examination of such of the Witnesses respecting

the late general Election for the County of Sussex, as are attending; and having
taken, in Writing, the Testimony of William Hurst and Levin Hurly, separately,
upon Oath, they were discharged.

Adjourned to 3 o’Clock.

House Proceedings, P.M., 2 November
The House met according to adjournment.
James Polk one of the Witnesses summoned to testify respecting the late Elec-

tion for the County of Sussex, being called before the House, and his Testimony
taken upon Oath, and committed to Writing, he was discharged.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 2 November
The petitions from sundry inhabitants of Sussex County against the late Elec-

tion in that County, were read.
Ordered to lie on the table.

18-I. General Assembly, Saturday, 3 November

House Proceedings, A.M., 3 November
The House met; absent Messrs. Gordon and Revell, and the Representatives

returned for the County of Sussex.
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The House proceeded to the Examination of Witnesses respecting the late
Election for the County of Sussex; and having taken, in Writing, the Testimony
of John Collins, Son of Joseph, and James English, separately, upon Oath, they
were discharged.

Adjourned to three o’Clock.

18-J. General Assembly, Monday, 5 November

House Proceedings, 5 November
The House met; absent Mr. Revell, and the Representatives returned for the

County of Sussex.
The House proceeded to the Examination of Witnesses respecting the late

general Election for the County of Sussex; and having taken the Testimony of
Nehemiah Reed, upon Oath, and committed the same to Writing,

Resolved, That an addition of six Members be made to the Committee of Elec-
tions and Privileges; and that the said Committee proceed in the examination
of Witnesses, upon Oath, respecting the said Election in the County of Sussex;
and report the Testimony to this House.

The said additional Members appointed are—Mr. Robinson, Mr. Vining, Mr.
Latimer, Mr. Grantham, Mr. M’Call, and Mr. May.

Adjourned to ten o’Clock To-Morrow Morning.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 5 November
The Council met according to adjournment.
A motion was made by Mr. Tilton, seconded by Mr. Baning, that he should

have leave to enter his reasons of dissent and protest, against the resolution of
Saturday last, on the subject of the late Election in Sussex County, and after
debate,

A motion was made and seconded to postpone the consideration of the said
motion, and to take up the following, to wit: whether such reasons of dissent
and protest, on this or any other occasion, should be admitted to be entered on
the minutes of this House, as the entering of the yeas and nays of every member
on any question taken in this House, on the request of any one member, was a
standing rule thereof; and on the question, the same was postponed accordingly.

Resolved, That to-morrow morning be assigned for the consideration of the
last mentioned motion.

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to-morrow morning.

18-K. General Assembly, Tuesday, 6 November

House Proceedings, A.M., 6 November
The House met; absent Messrs. Gordon, Rodney, and Revell, and the Repre-

sentatives returned for Sussex, except Messrs. Polk and Hayes, who appeared in
the House.

Mr. Speaker being indisposed and absent, the House proceeded to the choice
of a Speaker pro tempore, and Jehu Davis, Esq; was elected.

The Committee of Elections and Privileges, reported, that they had completed
the examination of the Witnesses, summoned to testify respecting the late gen-
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eral Election for the County of Sussex; and delivered to the Chair the depositions
of the following Persons, duly examined upon Oath, to wit, Elsey Spicer, Stephen
Reading, Thomas Evans, William Smith Son of John, Edward Craig, Eli Carey,
John Reed Son of Matthew, Zadock Lindon, Daniel Havelo, Bevin Morris, Ed-
mund Reed, Inhabitants of the said County of Sussex.

Whereupon the said depositions were read.
Ordered, That the said depositions, and those heretofore taken before the

House, lie on the Table for the inspection of the Members, until to-morrow
Morning; and that the House take up the consideration thereof at that time.

Council Proceedings, A.M., 6 November
The Council met, present the same members.
Agreably to the order of the day, the Council proceeded to the consideration

of the motion of yesterday afternoon, to wit: Whether such reasons of dissent
and protest on this, or any other occasion, should be admitted to be entered on
the minutes of this House, as the entering of the yeas and nays of every member
on any question taken in the House, on the request of any one member, was a
standing rule thereof;

And on the question, the yeas and nays were required by Mr. Read, and they
are as follow:

YEAS, Mr. Tilton,
NAYS, Mr. Read, Mr. Cook, Mr. Polk, Mr. Baning,
So it passed in the negative.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 6 November
Ordered, That the petitions from sundry inhabitants of Sussex County, against

the late Election in that County, be returned to the House of Assembly by Mr.
Laws.

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to-morrow morning.

18-L. General Assembly, Wednesday, 7 November

House Proceedings, A.M., 7 November
[Draft Resolutions Voiding Sussex Election]4

“Resolved That it appears by the depositions Taken in This House, respecting
the last Election for the County of Sussex That several companies of Armed
men, were seen, on the day preceeding and on the Morning of, the day of
Election, Marching from several parts of the County Towards the place of Elec-
tion, That on the day of Election from Two hundred and sixty to Three hundred
men, armed with guns Swords and Pistols, Paraded in a field about one mile, or
one mile and a quarter from the place of Election; That between Ten and Twelve
O Clock at night of the same day, from fifty to one hundred Men armed with
guns appeared at the place of Election, and continued There, and guarding the
different roads, all night and untill the Election was closed next Morning.

“Resolved That the Act for regulating Elections &c. Declares ‘That no person
or persons whatever by force of arms, or Menacing shall disturb the free men
of this Government, in the free Election of their Representatives’ That the Con-
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stitution of this State, confirms the above recited Act, and also Declares That
‘To prevent any violence or force being used at Elections no person shall Come
Armed to any of them, and no muster of the Militia shall be made on that day’
That therefore the carrying of Warlike arms to the places of Election or so near
as to have an Influence on any Election is Contrary to the Constitution and Laws
of this State.”

* * * * * * *
Two Petitions from divers Inhabitants of the County of Sussex, were read,

setting forth, that great inconveniences arise from holding the Elections for the
said County at the Town of Lewes, and praying that a more central part of the
said County may be appointed for that purpose.

Ordered, That the said Petitions be referred to a Committee of three to report
thereon. The Members appointed are—Mr. Latimer, Mr. Vining, and Mr. Ray-
mond.

House Proceedings, P.M., 7 November
The Committee to whom were referred the two Petitions from the County of

Sussex, praying, that a more central place may be appointed for holding the
Elections for the said County, than at Lewes, reported,

That it is the sense of the Committee, that the present place of holding the
Election for the County of Sussex be altered; and desired leave to report a Bill
accordingly.

To which report the House agreed: Whereupon the Committee presented to
the Chair a Bill, intituled, “An Act for altering the place of Election for the
County of Sussex for the present Year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-
seven;” which was read.

Ordered to lie on the Table.
Adjourned to nine o’Clock To-Morrow Morning.

18-M. General Assembly, Thursday, 8 November

House Proceedings, A.M., 8 November
The House met; absent Messrs. Clayton, Gordon, and Rodney.
Mr. Speaker being indisposed and absent, the House proceeded to the choice

of a Speaker pro Tempore, and Jehu Davis, Esq; was elected.
The Bill, intituled, “An Act for altering the place of Election for the County

of Sussex for the present Year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven;”
was read the second time, and

Deferred for further consideration.
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18-N. General Assembly, Friday, 9 November

Council Proceedings, A.M., 9 November
[Rough Draft of Amendments to House Resolutions

for Calling a State Convention]5

“In Council Friday A. M., November 9. 1787. Amendments proposed by The
Council to the resolutions of the House of Assembly for calling a State Conven-
tion dele the whole of the Recital in the first 6 lines of pa: 1. and insert instead
thereof as follows / Whereas —
dele also the 1st. & 2d. resolutions & insert in their stead as follows (1 That it be
and hereby is recommended &—
dele the 3d. resolution next after the Word /for/ insert the Words [Delegates
afsd. in] and in the next line
In pa: 2. line 4 & after the Word [held] insert the Words [on Monday, the twenty
sixth day of this instant November]—
In same page dele all that follows the Word /same/ in line 7. to the End of line
10—and insert there as follows [be Conducted by the Officers who conduct the
said Elections of Representatives and agreeably to the rules and regulations
thereof—.And that the persons so Elected to serve in Convention meet at the
Town of Dover on the Monday following]
In same pa: line 11. dele the Word /to/ and insert there the Words [who attend]
In same pa: 1. next after the resolve No. 6. there insert as follows 5 That the
Proposition submitted”

[Draft Amendments to House Resolutions
for Calling a State Convention]6

“Whereas the Convention of Deputies from the United States, lately Assem-
bled in the City of Philadelphia have proposed a Constitution for the said States
to be submitted to a Convention of Delegates chosen in each State by the people
thereof under the recommendation of its Legislature for their assent and rati-
fication and that each Convention Assenting to and ratifying the same should
give Notice thereof to the United States in Congress Assembled.

“And Whereas the United States in Congress Assembled have unanimously
resolved that the said Constitution with the resolutions and letter accompanying
the same be transmitted to the several Legislatures in Order to be submitted to
a Convention of Delegates chosen in each State by the people thereof in Con-
formity to the Resolves of the Convention made and provided in that case. And
Whereas it is the sense and desire of great Numbers of the good people of this
State signified in Petitions to this general Assembly that speedy Measures should
be Adopted to assemble a Convention within this State for the purpose of delib-
erating and determining on the said Constitution.

“Resolved That it be and hereby is recommended to the Freemen and Inhab-
itants of this State who are qualified by Law to Vote for Representatives to the
general Assembly that they chuse suitable persons to serve as Delegates in a State
Convention for the purpose herein before mentioned that is for the Three Coun-
ties the same Number of Delegates that each is entitled to of representatives in
the general Assembly to wit Ten for the County of New Castle Ten for the County
of Kent and Ten for the County of Sussex. That the Elections for Delegates as
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afsd. be held at the several places in the sd. Counties as are, or during the present
Session of the General Assembly may be fixed by Law for holding the Election
of representatives to the general Assembly and that the same be conducted by
the officers who conduct the said Elections of Representatives and agreeably to
the rules and regulations thereof. And that the said Delegates who attend the
said Convention shall be allowed the same Sum for their travel to and Attendance
in the said Convention as the Members of the General Assembly are entitled to,
And The President or Chairman of the sd. Convention is hereby Authorized to
draw orders on the State Treasr. for the Amount of the same which being No-
tarized in the office of the Auditor of this State shall be paid by the Treasurer
and after allowed to him in account.

“Resolved That the Election of Delegates as afsd. shall be held in the Three
Counties of this State on Monday the twenty sixth day of this instant November—
That the persons so elected to serve in Convention shall assemble on
the day of December next at the Town of Dover in Kent County—
That the Proposition, submitted to the General Assembly by Petition from divers
of the Freemen resident in the Upper part of this State, of ceding to the United
States a district within the State for the seat of the government of the United
States and for the exclusive Legislation of Congress, be and hereby is, recom-
mended to the particular Consideration of the Convention.”
[For Final Version of Council Amendments, see RCS:Del., 89–90]

House Proceedings, A.M., 9 November
The House met; absent Mr. Clayton.
The House resumed the consideration of the Bill, intituled, “An Act for al-

tering the place of Election for the County of Sussex for the present Year one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven,” and the same being read the third
time by Paragraphs, and amended,

Passed the House.
Ordered, That the said Bill be transcribed, and sent to the Council for their

concurrence.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 9 November
Mr. Robinson, a member of Assembly, was admitted, and delivered for the

consideration and concurrence of this House, a bill, intituled, “An act for alter-
ing the place of Election for the County of Sussex, for the present year, one
thousand seven hundred and eighty seven,” with two petitions from sundry in-
habitants of Sussex County, upon which the said bill is founded;

The said bill and petitions were read.
Ordered to lie on the table.
On motion Ordered, That a new Election be held in the County of Sussex, of

a member for this House, in the place of Simon Kollock, Esq; who was declared
not duly elected by the resolve of Saturday last, and that the Speaker issue a writ
accordingly.
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By special Order, The bill, intituled, “An act for altering the place of Election,
for the County of Sussex for the present year one thousand seven hundred and
eighty seven[,”] was read a second time, and

Deferred for further consideration.

18-O. General Assembly, Saturday, 10 November

Council Proceedings, A.M., 10 November
On motion, by Order, The bill, intituled, “An act for altering the place of

Election for the County of Sussex for the present year one thousand seven hun-
dred and eighty seven,” was read the third time, by paragraphs, and,

Upon the question for passing the same, the yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Tilton, and they are as follow:

Yeas, Mr. Read, Mr. Cook, Mr. Polk, Mr. Laws, Mr. Baning,
Nay, Mr. Tilton,
So it was resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the said bill, with the petitions which accompanied the same, be

returned to the House of Assembly, as concurred in by this House.

House Proceedings, A.M., 10 November
Mr. Tilton, a Member of Council, was admitted, and returned the Bill, in-

tituled, “An Act for altering the place of Election for the County of Sussex for
the present Year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven;” in which the
Council concurred.

Ordered, That the said Bill be engrossed.
The same Member also returned the resolutions for assembling a State-

Convention, and the same, as now agreed to by both Houses, are as follow:
[For Resolutions Providing for a State Convention, see RCS:Del., 92–93]

House Proceedings, P.M., 10 November
The several Bills, passed at this Session, being now brought in engrossed, were

compared, and ordered to be signed by the Speaker, which was done accordingly.
On motion, Resolved, That the President or Commander in Chief, affix the

Great-Seal of this State to the following Laws:

* * * * * * *
3. “An Act for altering the Place of Election for the County of Sussex for the

present Year One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty-Seven.”

* * * * * * *
Ordered, That Mr. M’Call wait on the Council with the said Resolution for their

concurrence; and that he deliver the Bills therein mentioned, in order to be
signed by the Speaker of that House.

Ordered, That Mr. Latimer and Mr. Grantham be a Committee to see the Great-
Seal affixed to the said Acts.
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On motion, Ordered, That two hundred Copies of the public Laws passed at
this Session, except the Act for altering the Place of Election for Sussex County,
and also two hundred Copies of the Minutes, be printed under the superinten-
dence of the Clerk of this House; and that the Quota of each County be trans-
mitted to the Clerk of the Peace for such County.

* * * * * * *
Whereas by the adjudication of this House, the Election of William Peery,

John Tennant, Nathaniel Waples, George Mitchell, Rhoad Shankland, Charles
Polk, and Nathaniel Hayes, returned as Representatives in this House for the
County of Sussex, is illegal and void:

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker issue a Writ to the Sheriff of the said County of
Sussex for electing Members to supply the said vacancy, in this House, from the
said County of Sussex, agreeably to the Laws and Constitution of this State;
returnable on Monday the seventh Day of January next.

[Writ for Electing Sussex County Representatives]7

Delaware
“The Delaware State To the Sheriff of the County of Sussex, Greeting:

Whereas there is a Vacancy of Seven Members to represent your County in the
House of Assembly of the said State, occasioned by an Adjudication of the House
of Assembly aforesaid, that William Peery, John Tenant, Nathaniel Waples,
George Mitchell, Rhoad Shankland, Charles Polk, and Nathaniel Hayes, in the
Indenture of Return of Election in the present Year, were not duly elected; and
the House of Assembly having ordered that a new Election be had in your County
to supply the said Vacancy, You are therefore hereby commanded and Author-
ized, to cause a new Election to be held on Monday the Twenty sixth Day of this
Instant November, at the House of Robert Griffith at Deep-Creek Furnace, usu-
ally called Vaughan’s Furnace, within your Bailiwic, for choosing Seven Members
of the House of Assembly for the said County to supply the Vacancy afsd., agree-
ably to the Laws and Constitution of this State; and how you execute this Writ
make known to the Honorable The House of Assembly of this State, at Dover,
the Seventh Day of January—next. Witness The Honorable Jehu Davis, Esquire,
Speaker of the said House of Assembly, at Dover, the Tenth Day of November
in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Seven, and
in the Twelfth Year of the Independence of The Delaware State.”

Council Proceedings, P.M., 10 November
Mr. M’Call, a member of Assembly, was admitted, and he delivered the fol-

lowing bills, engrossed, and signed by the speaker of that House, to wit: . . . the
bill, intituled, “An act for altering the place of election for the County of Sussex,
for the present year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven;” . . . in order
that the three last mentioned bills might be signed by the speaker of this House.

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of Assembly for
affixing the Great Seal of the State to the above mentioned bills, which was read
and concurred in.
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The engrossed bills being compared; Ordered, That the Speaker of this House
sign the three last mentioned bills; whereupon the same were signed accordingly.

Ordered, That the resolution for affixing the Great Seal of this State, to the
several Laws passed at this Session, with the said Laws, be returned to the House
of Assembly, as concurred in by this House.

House Proceedings, P.M., 10 November
Mr. Laws, a member of Council, was admitted and returned the several en-

grossed Bills, signed by the Speaker of that House; together with the Resolution
for affixing the Great-Seal thereto, in which the Council concurred.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 10 November
On motion, Ordered, That the time and place specified in the act passed this

present Session, for altering the place of Election for the County of Sussex, for
the present year, be inserted in the Writ ordered on Friday last, for a new Election
in that County.

[Writ for Electing Sussex County Councillor]8

“The Delaware State To the Sheriff of Sussex County, Greeting: Whereas there
is a vacancy of one Member to represent your County in The Council of this
State occasioned by an adjudication in the said Council that Simon Kollock in
the Indenture of Return of Election in the present Year was not duly elected
and the Council having ordered that a new Election be had in your County to
supply the said vacancy; You are therefore hereby commanded and authorized
to cause a new election to be held on Monday the twenty sixth day of this instant
November at the House of Robert Griffith at Deep-Creek Furnace usually called
Vaughan’s Furnace in Nanticoke Hundred within your Bailiwick for chusing of
a new Member of The Council for the said County to supply the vacancy afore-
said agreeable to the Laws and Constitution of this State, And how you execute
this Writ make known to the Honorable The Council of this State at Dover the
Seventh day of January next with this Writ. Witness Thomas McDonough, Es-
quire Speaker of the Honorable The Council of the said State at Dover the Tenth
day of November in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
eighty seven”

1. MS, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions. The report was endorsed
as read on 25 October.

2. DS, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Elections. The writ was signed by
Thomas Rodney, speaker of the House, and was attested by James Booth, clerk of the
House. In an endorsement, Joseph Harper, the sergeant at arms, stated that he had sum-
moned Peter Fretwell Wright and Thomas Laws.

3. DS, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions. The writ was signed by
Thomas Rodney, speaker of the House, and was attested by James Booth, clerk of the
House. In an endorsement, Joseph Harper, the sergeant at arms, stated that he had de-
puted David Harper “to do the within Service.”

4. MS, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions. The resolutions are in
the handwriting of Thomas Rodney, Speaker of the House.

5. MS, Folder 181, Convention to Ratify the Constitution of the United States—1787,
General Reference Collection. Brackets in the document below are in the original.

6. MS, Folder 181, Convention to Ratify the Constitution of the United States—1787,
General Reference Collection.
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7. DS, Legislative Papers, 1788, January–February, Elections. The writ was signed by
Jehu Davis, speaker of the House, and was attested by James Booth, clerk of the House.
In an endorsement, Peter Fretwell Wright, the sheriff of Sussex County, stated that he had
carried out the directions contained in the writ.

8. DS, Sussex County Records, 1787, Sussex Elections. The writ was signed by Thomas
McDonough, the speaker of the Council. In an endorsement, Peter Fretwell Wright, the
sheriff of Sussex County, stated that he had carried out the directions contained in the
writ.

19 A–G. Newspaper Reports of House of Assembly Proceedings on
27 October–10 November 1787

19-A. Newspaper Report of House of Assembly Proceedings on
Saturday P.M., 27 October
Mr. Laws, a Member of Council, was admitted, and returned the Bill intituled,

“an Act for altering the Quorum of the House of Assembly;” in which the Council
concurred.

Ordered, that the same be engrossed.
The said Bill being engrossed, was compared, and ordered to be signed by

the Speaker; which was done accordingly.
On Motion, resolved, that the President or Commander in chief, affix the

Great Seal of this State, to the following Law: “an Act for altering the Quorum
of the House of Assembly.”

Ordered, that Mr. Gordon wait on the Council with the above resolution, for
their concurrence; and that he deliver the Bill therein mentioned, in order that
it may be signed by the Speaker of that House.

On Motion, Ordered, that Mr. Vining, and Mr. Robinson, be a Committee to
see the Great Seal affixed to the said Act.

Adjourned to Monday next. [Delaware Gazette, 19 December]

19-B. Newspaper Report of House of Assembly Proceedings on
Monday 29 October
The House met; present the same members as on Saturday.
The Committee appointed to see the Great Seal affixed to the Act, intituled,

“an Act for altering the Quorum of the House of Assembly,” reported, that the
same had been done in their presence.

* * * * * * *
The Serjeant at arms having returned the summons for the appearance of the

Sheriff, or other returning officer for the County of Sussex, Peter [F]retwell
Wright, Esq; Sheriff of the said County, was called before the House; and upon
his examination, as to the charge of neglect in certifying to this house, the In-
denture or return of the late general election for the said county, it appeared
that he was absent from the place of the holding the said election, through
indisposition; and that the same was held by Thomas Laws his under Sheriff:
whereupon he was commanded to withdraw.
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The said Thomas Laws was then called before the House, and having pre-
sented the Indenture or return of the aforesaid election, was ordered to with-
draw, but not to depart from Dover without the leave of this House.

The said Indenture being read, it appears that the following persons were
returned to represent the County of Sussex in this House, to wit, William Peery,
John Tennant, Nathaniel Waples, George Mitchell, Rhoad Shankland, Charles
Polk, and Nathaniel Hayes.

Ordered, That the said return lie on the table for further consideration. [Dela-
ware Gazette, 19 December]

19-C. Newspaper Report of House of Assembly Proceedings on
Tuesday A.M., 30 October
The House met, present the same members as on yesterday.
The return of the general election for the county of Sussex was read; and the

names of the representatives returned for the said county, being called, William
Peery, George Mitchell, Rhoad [Sh]ankland, and Nathaniel Hayes appeared in
the House.

On motion Ordered, That the Sheriff of the county of Sussex, and Thomas
Laws his under-Sheriff, be called before the House, and examined respecting
the mode of conducting the late general election for the said county, and upon
the subject of the said Indenture or return of the said election.

On motion Resolved, That the doors of this House remain open, for the ad-
mission of such orderly citizens as may chuse to be present, during the exami-
nation and enquiry aforesaid.

Peter [F]retwell Wright, Esq; Sheriff of the county of Sussex, and Thomas
Laws his under Sheriff were severally called before the House; and being ex-
amined, the former upon his solemn affirmation, and the latter upon his oath,
and their depositions taken in writing, they were discharged.

Adjourned to three o’clock. [Delaware Gazette, 19 December]

19-D. Newspaper Report of House of Assembly Proceedings on
Tuesday P.M., 30 October
The house met according to adjournment.
Nathaniel Waples, and Charles Polk, two of the representatives returned for

the county of Sussex, appeared in the House.
Four petitions from 121 Inhabitants of the county of Sussex, were read, com-

plaining that the freedom of the late general election for the said county was
obstructed by an armed body of about two hundred men known by the name
of associators; that the leading gentlemen of the said county, on the day of election,
agreed that about one hundred votes only should be received, whereby about
nine thousand, or nine tenths of the freemen of the said county, were abridged
of their greatest priviledge, that of choosing their representatives; that James
English, Inspector of Little-Creek Hundred, was beaten, driven out of Lewes
Town, and compelled to give bail to be absent on the 15th of October, to which
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time the election was adjourned; that divers others of the citizens were beaten
wounded, and maimed; that many other mal-practices were exercised at the said
election, which renders the same illegal and unconstitutional; and praying relief
in the premises that the people may enjoy their just rights and priviledges.

On motion of Mr. Vining, That the Serjeant at arms be directed to prepare
himself to go to the county of Sussex, to-morrow morning at ten o’clock, to
summon Witnesses respecting the late election for that county; and the same
being seconded by Mr. Grantham, the question was put, and the yeas and nays
being required by Mr. Vining, are as follow:

Yeas, Nays,
Mr. Porter, Mr. Raymond,
Mr. Evans, Mr. Revell.
Mr. Grantham,
Mr. Latimer,
Mr. May,
Mr. Robinson,
Mr. Clayton,
Mr. Gordon,
Mr. M’Call,
Mr. Davis,
Mr. Vining,

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

On motion, Ordered, That William Peery, Esq; Inspector of Broadkiln Hundred
in the county of Sussex, be examined on the subject of the late general election
for that county.

Whereupon he was examined on oath, and his testimony being committed to
writing.

The House adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow morning. [Delaware Gazette,
19 December]

19-E. Newspaper Report of House of Assembly Proceedings on
Wednesday A.M., 31 October
The House met, present the same members as on yesterday, and Mr. Polk one

of the representatives returned for the county of Sussex.
On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Speaker issue summonses for the following

persons, to wit, Leven Kerly, James Polk, Elsey Spicer, William Husk, Stephen
Riding, William Irwin, School-master, Thomas Evans, William Smith, son of John,
John Collins, son of Joseph, Edward Craig, Ely Carey, John Reed, son of Mathew,
Zadoc Lindon, Daniel Havel, Bevin Morris, Edmond Reed, Nehemiah Reed,
James English and William Harrison, Inhabitants of the county of Sussex, to
appear before this House forthwith, to testify all and singular those things which
they know, or shall be examined on, in any wise respecting the conducting or
carrying on of the late general election for the said county of Sussex.

On motion of Mr. M’Call, That the persons returned as representatives from
the county of Sussex, be admitted to take, make, and subscribe the oath of
allegiance and declaration prescribed by the constitution and to assume their
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seats as members, and be competent to all business, except such matters as relate
to the aforesaid general election for the said county of Sussex, until the House
shall decide upon the said election; and the same being seconded by Mr. Revell,
the question was put, and the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Revell, are as
follow:

Yeas, Nays,
Mr. Evans, Mr. Porter,
Mr. Latimer, Mr. Grantham,
Mr. Clayton, Mr. May,
Mr. Raymond, Mr. Robinson,
Mr. Gordon, Mr. Vining,
Mr. M’Call,
Mr. Davis,
Mr. Revell,

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Vining, That the return of the late general election for the
county of Sussex, as made to this House, be entered at large upon the minutes;
and the same being seconded by Mr. Grantham, the question was put, and the
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Grantham, are as follow:

Yeas, Nays,
Mr. Porter, Mr. Evans,
Mr. Grantham, Mr. Latimer,
Mr. Robinson, Mr. Clayton,
Mr. May, M. Gordon,
Mr. Raymond, Mr. M’Call,
Mr. Vining, Mr. Davis,

Mr. Revell,
So in passed it the negative.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock. [Delaware Gazette, 19 December]

19-F. Newspaper Report of House of Assembly Proceedings on
Wednesday P.M., 31 October
The House met according to adjournment, and proceeded to the examination

of Witnesses respecting the late general election for the county of Sussex.
Whereupon John Parker and John Hayes were called before the House; and

being examined separately upon oath, and their testimony taken, in writing, they
were discharged from further attendance.

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow morning. [Delaware Gazette, 19 December]

19-G. Newspaper Report of House of Assembly Proceedings on
30 October–10 November
Thomas Rodney, Esquire, having resigned the office of speaker of the house

of assembly of this state, Jehu Davis, Esquire, was appointed in his room.
The serjeant at arms was sent to the sheriff of Sussex for a return of the

election made for that county, which being made, and several of the gentlemen
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qualified under it, the house on hearing evidence on the merits of the case,
declared the election void, and ordered a new one to be held on Monday the
26th instant.

In the House of Assembly of the Delaware State,
Friday, P. M. November 9, 1787.

Whereas the convention of deputies from the United States, lately assembled
in the city of Philadelphia, have proposed a constitution for the said states, to
be submitted to a convention of delegates chosen in each state by the people
thereof, under the recommendation of its legislature for their assent and rati-
fication; and that each convention assenting to, and ratifying the same, should
give notice thereof to the United States in Congress assembled.

And whereas the United States in Congress assembled have unanimously re-
solved, That the said constitution, with the resolutions and letter accompanying
the same, be transmitted to the several legislatures, in order to be submitted to
a convention of delegates chosen in each state by the people thereof, in con-
formity to the resolves of the convention made and provided in that case.

And whereas it is the sense and desire of great numbers of the good people
of this state, signified in petitions to this general assembly, that speedy measures
should be adopted to assemble a convention within the state, for the purpose of
deliberating and determining on the said constitution.

Resolved, 1st. That it be, and hereby is, recommended to the freemen and
inhabitants of this state, who are qualified by law to vote for representatives to
the general assembly, that they choose suitable persons to serve as delegates in
a state convention for the purpose herein before mentioned, that is, for the three
counties the same number of delegates that each is intitled to of representatives
in the general assembly, to wit, ten for the county of New-Castle, ten for the
county of Kent, and ten for the county of Sussex.

2. That the elections for delegates aforesaid, in the respective counties of this
state, be held on Monday the twenty-sixth day of this inst. November, at same
places where the general elections for representatives to the general assembly
are, or may, by law be appointed to be held; and that the same be conducted by
the officers who conduct the said elections of representatives, and agreeable to
the rules and regulations thereof; and that the persons so elected to serve in
convention, meet at the town of Dover on the Monday following.

3. That the delegates, who attend the said convention, be entitled to the same
allowance per diem, as representatives to the general assembly are entitled to
receive for their attendance; which said allowance shall be paid by the state
treasurer, upon receiving an order for the same, signed by the president of this
state.

4. That the president or commander in chief transmit to the convention afore-
said when met, an authentic copy of the fœderal constitution aforesaid.

5. That the proposition submitted to the general assembly, by petition from
divers of the freemen resident in the upper part of this state, of ceding to the
United States, a district within the state for the seat of the government of the
United States, and for the exclusive legislation of Congress, be and hereby is
recommended to the particular consideration of the convention.
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Signed by order of the house of assembly,
JEHU DAVIS, Speaker.

In Council, Saturday, A.M. Nov. 10, 1787.
Read and concurred in.

Signed by order of the council,
THOMAS M’DONOUGH, Speaker.

Extract from the minutes,
James Booth, Clerk of Assembly.1

1. This item is transcribed from the Pennsylvania Packet, 17 November, which reprinted
it from the no longer extant Delaware Gazette of 14 November.

20. Act for Altering the Quorum of the House of Assembly, 27 October 17871

In the Twelfth Year of the Independence of The Delaware State.
[SEAL] An Act for altering the Quorum of the House of Assembly.

Whereas it is found highly inconvenient to the good People of this State, and
very frequently productive of great Delay in the Transaction of the public Busi-
ness thereof, as well as attended with a very considerable Increase of Expence
to the State, that two thirds of the whole Number of Representatives should be
essentially necessary to form a Quorum of the House of Assembly.

Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly of Delaware, that from and
after the passing of this Act, a Majority of the whole Number of Representatives
which ought to be chosen and returned annually to the House of Assembly shall
be a sufficient Quorum to transact the public Business of this State; and that
such Quorum shall to all Intents and Purposes, have the same Power and Au-
thority as at this Time belongs to two thirds of the whole Number of Represen-
tatives; any Law, Usage, or Resolution, to the Contrary notwithstanding.

Signed by Order of the House of Assembly,
Thomas Rodney Speaker

Signed by Order of the Council.
Thomas McDonough Speaker

Passed at Dover,
October 27. 1787.

1. Engrossed Act, Enrolled Bills, 1785–87, pp. 425–26, Division of Historical and Cul-
tural Affairs, Department of State.

21. Sergeant at Arms, House of Assembly, Expenses for Summoning Witnesses
31 October–7 November 17871

The Delaware State to Joseph Harper Dr.
October

1787
Session

⎫
⎪
⎬
⎪
⎭

To Summoning Peter Frewell Wright Esqr,
Mileage &c £1 � 10 � 0

To Summoning Thomas Laws,
Mileage &c 1 � 10 � 0

To Summoning William Irwin,
Mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6
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To Summoning William Husk
mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6

To Summoning James Polk
Mileage &c 1 � 5 � 0

To Summoning Levin Hurley
Mileage &c 1 � 5 � 0

To Summoning Stephen Riding
Mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6

To Summoning Zadock Lindell
Mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6

To Summoning John Read
Mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6

To Summoning Edmund Read
Mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6

To Summoning Nehemiah Read mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6
To Summoning Elsey Spicer mileage &c 1 � 10 � 6
To Summoning James English mileage &c 1 � 17 � 6
To Summoning Eli Carey mileage &c 1 � 12 � 6
To Summoning William Harrison mileage &c 1 � 12 � 6
To Summoning Edward Craig Mileage &c 1 � 13 � 6
To Summoning Daniel Havelo mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6
To Summoning Beavins Morris mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6
To Summoning John Collins mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6
To Summoning Thomas Evins Mileage &c 1 � 0 � 0
To Summoning William Smith Mileage &c 1 � 2 � 6
To my Attendance as Door keeper from the
24th. day of October until the 10th. day of
November—18 days at 7/6P 6 � 15 � 0

£33 � 19 � 0

Deduct 3 .. 19 .. 0
Allowed. £30.. —

1. MS, Legislative Papers, 1788, May–June, Accounts, Division of Historical and Cultural
Affairs, Department of State.

22. Deposition of William Harrison, 3 November 17871

William Harrison of the Town of Lewes being summoned to appear before the
Honorable the House of Assembly of the Delaware State, and it not being in his
power to attend, & in order to give what satisfaction he could concerning the late
Election at Lewes afsd. appeared before me the Subscriber one of the Justices of
the Court of Common Pleas for the County afsd, and declared upon Oath his
Knowledge of the proceedings of the said Election in the following Words.

That on Sunday the twenty third of September last, being at the House of
Andrew Wiley in the town afsd. about three o’Clock in the afternoon of said day,
a certain James Wiley brother to said Andrew Wiley entered the Room where
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this deponent was sitting, and asked him this deponent what news he hears
concerning the Election; this deponent made answer he heard there was a
union Ticket to be formed that Week, to which the said James Wiley replied
that the Broad Kiln People would not take it so, for that Cord Hazzard’s and
John Sheldon Dormans Companies were to come into the Town under Arms
on the Friday following and leave their Arms in the Town untill the day of
Election, and that some of said Companies had purchased a quantity of powder
of him for the purposes of parading and Exercising—That on Saturday Eve-
ning the twenty ninth of September, about forty Men did enter the Town under
Arms, and fired several Guns, and then went out, but left their Guns in Town
as this Deponent was afterwards informed—That on Monday the fifteenth of
October this dept. being in the House of William Breroton about three o’Clock
in the afternoon he this Deponent saw a certain James Trusham enter said
House and gave Thomas Evans two blows with his fist, whereupon said Thomas
Evans fell and lay for some time as dead, and when taken into a Bed Room this
deponent saw [that] he the said Evans had received a Wound in his head—
That soon after this deponent went into the Street and saw a certain James
Pollock with a Cutlass and Pistols, and several others with Clubs, chase a certain
Clement Jackson out of the Town, but whether they hurt him or not this de-
ponent cannot say.

And this deponent saith that what is above related is all he can testify as to his
own Knowledge.

Sworn and Subscribed this 3rd. day of Novemr. 1787.
William Harrison

Before, Jno. Wiltbank

1. MS, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions, Division of Historical
and Cultural Affairs, Department of State.

23. Act Altering the Place of Election in Sussex County and Calling a
New Election, 9–10 November 17871

In the Twelfth Year of the Independence of The Delaware State.
An Act for altering the Place of Election for the County of Sussex for the

present year One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Seven.
[SEAL] Whereas upon the Inquiry made, in the present Sessions of the Gen-
eral Assembly, into the legality of the Elections of the seven Representatives for
the House of Assembly, and of the one Member for the Council, in and for the
County of Sussex in the Month of October now last past, under the Constitution
and Laws of the Delaware State; it appeared, that great Shew of Violence and
Tumult was exhibited on divers Days just preceding, and during the Continuance
of that Election, in and about the Town of Lewes, where, by the present Law of
the State, such Elections are directed to be held, and the said Election having
been set aside by the Determination of the Council and House of Assembly
respectively, and a new Election ordered.
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And Whereas it hath been resolved by this General Assembly, to recommend
to such of the Inhabitants of the State as are intitled to vote for Representatives
to the General Assembly, that they choose suitable Persons to serve as Deputies
in a State Convention, for the Purpose of deliberating and determining on the
Constitution for the future Government of The United States, as proposed by
the Convention of Deputies from the said States lately assembled at the City of
Philadelphia, that is, Ten Deputies from each county of this State.

And whereas it is apprehended by the present General Assembly, that a
Repetition of Violence and Tumult at such ensuing Elections in Sussex County,
so as afsd. ordered and recommended, will be probably prevented by altering
the Place of Election in that County, and appointing a more central Situation
for holding the said Elections at, other than the Court-House in the Town of
Lewes:

Therefore be it enacted by the General Assembly of Delaware, that it shall
and may be lawful to and for the Freemen and Inhabitants of the said County
of Sussex, to meet on Monday the Twenty sixth Day of this Instant November,
at the House of Robert Griffith at Deep-Creek Furnace, usually called Vaughan’s
Furnace, and then and there choose their seven Representatives to serve them
in the House of Assembly, and one Member to serve them in the Council of this
State, for the ensuing year, and then and there also choose the Ten Deputies
for the said County of Sussex to serve in a State-Convention, so as afsd. recom-
mended, for the Purpose of deliberating and determining on the Constitution
afsd.; which said Elections for the County of Sussex shall be respectively held
and made on the said Day and at the Place afsd. in the Manner heretofore used
in the Election of the General Assembly of this State, under the present Laws
and Constitution thereof, except as to the Place of Election in the County of
Sussex.

And to prevent any Doubts which might be made respecting the Form of the
Writs which may be issued by the Order of the respective Houses of this General
Assembly, and the Time in which the same ought to be carried into Execution
after Delivery,

Be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the respective Houses
of this General Assembly, to direct Writs of Election for supplying the Vacancies
in each House, in the Representation from Sussex County, specifying as well the
Time as the Place herein before appointed for the holding such Election; and
the Sheriff, or other returning Officer or Officers, for the said County of Sussex,
are hereby authorized and required to notify and proclaim in the usual legal
Form, the holding of the said Election at the Time and Place as specified in any
Writs that may come to his Hands for that Purpose; any Law, Usage, or Custom,
to the Contrary in any wise notwithstanding.

Signed by Order of the House of Assembly,
Passed at Dover, Jehu Davis Speaker

November 10. 1787. Signed by Order of the Council
Tho: McDonough Speaker

1. Engrossed Act, Enrolled Bills, 1785–87, pp. 445–49, Division of Historical and Cul-
tural Affairs, Department of State.
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24. Pennsylvania Packet, 12 November 17871

We hear from Dover, that the county of Sussex continues unrepresented in
the house of Assembly, which has induced them to pass a law making eleven
members a quorum for doing business. They have also, it is said, directed the
votes of all qualified persons to be admitted at the approaching election for a
convention, without distinction whether they have complied with the test law or
not.

1. This item was reprinted five times from New Hampshire to Pennsylvania by 27 No-
vember.

25. Thomas Rodney to John Parke, Poplar Grove, 22 November 17871

Can You with all your Skill [discern?]
Or from Presient wisdom Learn
Why all the Whigs to (Lucre Sold)
Worship The Tory Idol, Gold?
Prefering the fell, love of pence
To Virtue, Honor, Glory, Sense?
Does Moses Linger on the mountain,
In raptures with lov’s glorious fountain,
Too long engag’d in their own Cause
For them to wait his ruling Laws
That they provoke the worlds dread laugh,
By worshiping fool Aron’s Calf?
Or Why their bards Still Seek the nine
At great Dianas Silver Shrine?
Has not mad Trumbuls pen undone
The freedom gaind by Washington
Persuaded all these mighty States
That Heaven and the ruling fates
Has mark’d their Rotten Constitution
For an early Dissolution
And overturnd, in one fell line,
Its wisdom, and it’s form Divine
Made all the States Confirm his Thesis
By pulling it themselves to pieces
Least it Shoud rise up again
Ad: be the glory of the plain

Hence he who Sits Enthron’d above,
Eternal Sorce of life and love,
Whose pow’r controles the vast Expanc
And rules the Planets Airy dance
As well as all each Orb contains
Of creatures with, or without brains
From those who, he’s been pleas’d to Vest,
Like man, with pow’r above the rest
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Down thro’ all classes to the mite,
That rides on those pure Orbs of Light,
Has been displeas’d, and thence has hurld
This vengence on the guilty world
Let mankind loose like prowling Elves
To punnish and distroy themselves.

When Brittain late grown proud of Sway,
Devoted Fair America,
To Servile labour, bonds and Chains,
Or dreadful war, with all its pains,
Did not her sons, with one accord
Appeal to this alruling Lord
Refer the justice of their cause
To the decision of his Laws
And pray that he woud aid their [band?]
To save this once fair happy land?

When Washington on Delaware
Roll’d down his cheek the heavy Tear
Saw How Parade on T’other side
And nothing but the waves divide
While his own Troops, [or?] lost, as gone
Had almost left the Chief alone
And he coud see no sure defence
But that of a kind Providence
Did he not then With humble heart
To this Almighty Lord impart
The secret wishes of his Soul
Exciting his supreme controle
To extend his Omnipotent hand
And save from fate the sinking land?
And did not Congress then in Tears
Address to him their humble pray’rs
While each Patriot thro’ the Nation
Join’d their earnest application?

What follow’d?—Shall the muses tell?
Trenton, Trenton—and Princetown fell:
And he who late was bath’d in Tears,
At Morris-town the Laurel wears.
When Bourgine priz’d for Arts and Arms
Deliver’d up his mighty Swarms;
When sad Conwallace felt the stroke
And bow’d his [– – –] to the Yoke,
While Brittain trembling on her Tow’r
Resign’d her mighty dreams of pow’r;
To whom did we then give the p[r]aise?
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To whom our joyful Anthems raise?
To him whose alsupreme controle

With Aw divine had Sunk each Soul
Who proud in Arms (vain confidence)
Disdain’d the Laws of Providence.
To him alone we then did raise
The voic of Universal praise
For all the mighty wonders done
By Franklin Gates and Washington
And these then thought it no offence
To give the praise to Providence

And shall we now with one accord
Reject this good alruling Lord
And Spurn that noble Constitution
Which Bore us thro’ the Revolution
And in its place degrade the States
To set up Washington or Gates
While all their Peers, must Sink to slaves
Or be Obscur’d in cruil graves.

Permit me now to ask the wise,
Can such a thought from Whigs arise?
Or does the foe, by force o’ercome,
Attempt by Surer fraud, our doom?
Does not their friends among us lurk
To Carry on the fatal work
Like the fell Snake of Paradise
By Tempting us, to be more wise,
And rise from this poor lowly State
To be like Gods, or men as great?
With guileful art they Idolize
And facinate the ears and Eyes
With dreams of wisdom, Charms of pow’r
That Shakes fair freedoms broad built Tow’r
But let us once remove the Screen
And all their views are easy Seen
Let but Ithuriel point his Spear
The foul deception then will clear
And Satan who abhors the light
A monster Stand expos’d to sight
But, if Heaven Shoud not Send,
Some angel to reveal the fiend
And Some led on by Temptation
Shoud asspire to Rule the Nation
Then the new made Constitution
Must o’er throw the Revolution
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Divide the States, throw ope’ the door
Of Anarchy and wild uproar
And let in all the Refugees
To burn and plunder as they please
Till fitted in this bloody school
We call again for Brittains Rule
And Washington and Franklins name
Erased from the Roll of fame
Sink down Involv’d in Endless Shame

⎫
⎪
⎬
⎪
⎭

But long ere this ye whigs Unite
And Arm again for dreadful fight
Return again to that Supreme
Who ever hears you call on him
At his dread word a mite or world
Alike, is to distruction hurld
And When’ere he Shall please to Say
The Sun itself must fade away
The moon and Stars with it decline
Obedient to his will Divine
And in their place more Splendid rise
A never fading Paradise
So Shall his aid as heretofore
Your Sinking Government restore
When this is done your Sense imploy
To mend it gently not distroy

Note—The Federal constitution was plan’d in 1781—as well as the association
of the Cincinnati—by Gates & myself—but when the Convention affirmd & put
it into form & motion they left the Judicial greatly defective by not forming a Union
of the Several States in that department So that wise men were apprehensive of
its failing—This department In the Origional plan was left to be adjusted by the
Lawyers that might be Imploy’d at the time but it is a Pitty it was—

Note—This little Poem Remembers the Sentiments that Generally prevailed
among those who were opposed to the Federal Constitution—And who thought
it Safest to Continue the Confederation My own Sentiments undoubtedly favourd
the Federal Constitution—as Legislature and Supreme Executive was pland by
G—— [Horatio Gates] & myself in 1781—as Deputies, Sub Silencio, from Con-
gress & the army—

1. AD, Thomas Rodney Original Poems, Rodney Collection, Historical Society of Dela-
ware. The final paragraph, which was crossed out by Thomas Rodney, has been transcribed
and lined out.

26. James Black to Levi Hollingsworth, 23 November 17871

I have Drawn an order on you in faver of Hartshorn & Large for upwards of
twenty Pounds you’1 pay it as Soon as you Can I have Sent up near 200 Bbs.
[– – –] Since I Saw you and 53 Bbs. of [– – –] flour which you will Sell to as
good advantage as you Can
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P.S. on monday nixt we Chouse our Convention and monday folowing the[y]
meet at Dover to to [sic] Chuse Delecats to Represent us in Congress under the
new fed[e]ral Constutitio[n]—

1. RC, Hollingsworth Manuscripts, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Black represented
New Castle County in the Delaware Convention.

27 A–J. Votes Cast, Sussex County Election, 26 November 17871

1. The lists of votes cast are in Sussex County Records, 1787, Sussex Elections, Division
of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State.

27-A. Votes Cast, Baltimore Hundred, 26 November

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

27-B. Votes Cast, Broad Creek Hundred, 26 November

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

27-C. Votes Cast, Broad Kiln Hundred, 26 November 1

A list of the Votes of
for Broad kill Hundred

Burton Jonson 1 Robert Holbard 22
Edmon Reed 2 Isaac wilson 23
Levi messex 3 andrew Heavelo 24
John Ingram 4 Jobe Sharp 25
Joseph Morres big 5 frazir Gray 26
Robert Jones 6 francis Conwel 27
Matthew Reed 7 Elishe Joseph 28
Jobe messex 8 Zachiriah Rannels 29
Jeorge messex 9 Thomas Lank 30
Jeames petejon 10 Jase Dukes 31
willam wilson 12 Richard hart 32
Jonathen Cohoon 13 Samuel warren 33
John Stuard 14 John Sharp Sener 34
Joshua morres 15 Joseph morres Lit 35
Samuel walles 16 warren Jefferson 36
Willam Cary 17 Aberham harres Juner 37
Joshua peper 18 Richard warren 38
Nathan Jefers 19 Stephen mitchel 39
Luke Thomas 20 Jobe warren 40
Samuel Green 21 Denes morres Juner 41
mitchel Cott 42 foster Donafen Junr 56
Griffen Jones 43 Henary warren 57
Baker Dutton 44 Leaven peper 58
Eli warren 45 John Collens Lit 59
John Conwell 46 John martain 60



46 DELEWARE SUPPLEMENT Mfm:Del. 27 A–J

Paul Dod 47 Isaac messex 61
Bevens morres 48 Zadock Lindell 62
Bengamin Jonson 49 Jobe pride 63
William morres 50 Abel Dutton 64
Jobe Reed Junr 51 Aberaham Reed 65
william Jefferson 52 John wilson Dean 66
Littelton Lofland 53 Edmon dickerson 67
Elias Jones 54 John Reed 68
Jobe Reed Senr 55

I do certify that the within mentioned names is a true list of the Voters of Broad
Kiln Hundred taken at Deep Creek furnace on ye twenty Sixt day of November
1787—as Witness my Hand—

John Reed

1. The manuscript is badly faded; therefore, this typescript has been provided.

27-D. Votes Cast, Cedar Creek Hundred, 26 November

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

27-E. Votes Cast, Dagsbury Hundred, 26 November

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

27-F. Votes Cast, Indian River Hundred, 26 November 1

A List of the Voats of Indian River hundred
William Blizzard Jur 1 Wm Burton Joyner 21
Joseph Warrington 2 Wm Walls Jur 22
Robert Warrington 3 Jonathan Joseph 23
Wm Blizzard Ser 4 Wm Walls Sener 24
Thos Robinson 5 Zachariah Joseph 25
Woodman Stockley Ser 6 Benja Benston Jur 26
Joseph Burton 7 Majah Pool 27
John Burton Ser 8 Elisha Dickerson 28
Wm Burton Capt 9 Brittenham Enniss 29
Thos Brereton 10 Thos Burbage 30
Leatherbury Barker 11 John Toomey 31
Andrew Simpler 12 Thos Toomey 32
Burton Prittyman 13 Thos Warrington 33
Joshua Walls Jur 14 Jessee Townsend 34
Nathan Joseph 15 Robert Prittyman of Wm 35
Robert Parsons 16 Isaac Burton 36
Thos Simpler 17 Joseph Robinson 37
Luke Burton 18 John Collins Ser 38
John Bagwell 19 Samuel Lingo 39
Joseph Joseph 20 Joseph houston 40
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Jessee Dean 41 Benja Robinson 46
William Burton of Wm 42 Eli Cary 47
Henry Lingo 43 Isaijah Burton 48
Thos Grice Jur 44 Henry Brereton 49
John Burton Angola 45 Isaac Mcdowel 50

I do hereby Certify that the within mentioned names is a true list of the Voters
of Indian River Hundred taken at Deep Creek on the twenty Sixth Day of No-
vember 1787—as Witness my hand

Stratton Burton Clk

1. The manuscript is badly faded; therefore, this typescript has been provided.

27-G. Votes Cast, Lewis & Rehoboth Hundred, 26 November

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

27-H. Votes Cast, Little Creek Hundred, 26 November

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

27-I. Votes Cast, Nanticoke Hundred, 26 November

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

27-J. Votes Cast, Northwest Fork Hundred, 26 November

� To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

28. Legislative Council, Indenture of Election, Sussex County
26 November 17871

This Indenture made the Twenty Sixth day of November One thousand Seven
hundred and Eighty Seven Between Peter Fretwell Wright Esquire High Sheriff
of the County of Sussex in the Delaware State, of the one part and Solomon
Willey, Isaac Atkinson, Isaac Beauchamp Edmund Dickinson, Trusten Laws Polk
and Nehemiah Howard—
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
Gentlemen Freeholders of the other part Witnesseth that the said Freeholders,
together with the Freeholders in General, having met at Deep Creek Furnace,
usually called Vaughans Furnace in Nanticoke Hundred did then and there in
full County choose, elect, and nominate Isaac Horsey—Gentleman to be Coun-
sellor for the County afsd. Pursuant to an Act of Assembly passed at Dover within
the State afsd the Tenth day of this instant November—

In Testimony whereof the said Sheriff and Freeholders above mentioned have
hereunto set their hands and Seals the day and year above Written—

[SEAL]Peter F Wright Sheriff Solomon Willey [SEAL]
Isaac Atkinson [SEAL]
Isaac Beauchamp [SEAL]
Edmon Dickenson [SEAL]
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Trusten L. Polk [SEAL]
Nehemiah Howard [SEAL]

1. DS, Sussex County Records, 1787, Sussex Elections, Division of Historical and Cultural
Affairs, Department of State.

29 A–I. Sussex County Petitions to the General Assembly Protesting the Election
of 26 November 17871

� To view these documents, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. These petitions are in Legislative Papers, 1788, January–February, Petitions, Division
of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State.

30 A–I. Sussex County Petitions to the Delaware Convention, 28 November 17871

� To view these documents, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. These petitions, calling for a new election of Convention delegates in Sussex County,
are in Folder 181, Convention to Ratify the Constitution of the United States—1787,
General Reference Collection, Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of
State.

31. Pennsylvania Packet, 30 November 1787

The following gentlemen are elected members of convention for Delaware
state:

Newcastle County.—James Latimer, John James, Gunning Bedford, senior, Gun-
ning Bedford, junior, Kinsey Johns, Nicholas Way, James Black, Thomas Watson,
Thomas Duff, Solomon Maxwell.

Kent County.—Richard Bassett, Richard Smith, Daniel Cummings, Nicholas
Ridgley, Joseph Bucker, George Truit, George Manlove, E. White, Allen M’Lane,
James Sykes.

32. Deposition of Joseph Derrickson, 4 December 17871

As to any facts relating to the Petitions he is not acquainted with them, that
on his return home from the Place of Election, he saw a number of armed men
and counted two hundred arms, in an old field about a mile or rather less from
the place of Election. Mr. Nathaniel Mitchell ordered the front to be cleared &
said he thought it best to put them under guard, but knows not who he meant,
he was not under guard himself nor saw any body, it was about two OClock in
the Afternoon, he saw no disturbance at the election nor any vote refused nor
any appearance of any being refused, previous to the election he saw a four
pounder getting in order at Dagsbury, but knows not for what use, he saw no
armed man at the place of Election but Mr. Evans with holsters and appearance
of pistols in them; he was there about three hours, he returned home without
voting and 8 or 10 with him he thinks without voting but beleives they did not
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offer to vote his reasons and he believes their reasons for not voting, was, that
they expected a reconcilliation of the parties but finding it not so, they did not
chuse to vote. he heard no firing, he was not afraid nor did he hear any person
say they were afraid to go to the Election. He did not hear of any preparation
of arms against the Election. A report was spread that the militia was to be
assembled and go with the Cannon, it did not terrify him, nor does he know any
person it did, he heard there was about 50 or 60 of the Broadkiln men (called
the whig party) marched about three miles with arms, and went no farther. Col.
Neill & Mr. Peery were not at the Election. he supposes they returned to prevent
others from going, as there were so many armed men there; he beleives the
appearance of so many armed men, might have terrified, and prevented, some
from going to the election. The armed men were on no road and might have
been passed, he knows not for what intent they were collected, he supposes the
number of votes at the election were about 650 or 660. the highest votes at
Elections he thinks is 1100 & odd, he supposes there were few votes given in,
but from the party that was armed, he met 10 or 12 armed men, he thought a
Guard, but is not certain, nor does he know they belonged to the party in arms.
He heard of no report of the other party saying they would brake up the Election
if it was not peacable, nor of any person being stopt going to the Election, but
heard of two parties being stopt he conceives from, but is not sure whether it
was to or from the Election he lives about 20 miles from the place of Election
and knows of no armed men but what is mentioned, he heard of Mr. Evans
being wounded Mr Jackson and others being ill used at the Election at Lewis on
15th. October

1. MS, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions, Division of Historical
and Cultural Affairs, Department of State.
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33-A. Delaware Form of Ratification Sent to Congress, 7 December 17871

1. Engrossed MS, RG 11, Certificates of Ratification of the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights . . . , 1787–92, National Archives.
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33-B. Delaware Form of Ratification Retained by the State, 7 December 17871

1. Engrossed MS, Folder 181, Convention to Ratify the Constitution of the United
States—1787, General Reference Collection, Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs,
Department of State.
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[Endorsement]
Ratification of the Constitution

of the U. States by
The Convention of Delaware

7 December 1787.

34. Convention Expenses, 7 December 17871

Attendance Mileage Total
New Castle County

Gunning Bedford, Jr. 4 50 £4. 1.4
Gunning Bedford, Sr. 5 50 4. 13.4
James Black 5 50 4. 13.4
Thomas Duff 5 50 4. 13.4
John James 5 50 4. 13.4
Kensey Johns 5 50 4. 13.4
James Latimer 5 50 6. 3.4
Solomon Maxwell 4 50 4. 1.4
Thomas Wattson 5 50 4. 13.4
Nicholas Way 4 50 4. 1.4

Kent County
Joseph Barker 5 9 3. 6.0
Richard Bassett 5 — 3. 0.0
Daniel Cummins, Sr. 4 12 2. 16.0
Allen McLane 4 12 2. 16.0
George Manlove 4 19 3. 0.8
Nicholas Ridgely 5 — 3. 0.0
Richard Smith 5 7 3, 4.8
James Sykes 5 5 3. 3.4
George Truitt 5 3 3. 2.0
Edward White 5 24 3. 16.0

Sussex County
Isaac Cooper 4 50 4. 1.4
Thomas Evans 5 25 3. 16.8
William Hall 5 42 4. 8.0
Israel Holland 5 57 4. 18.0
John Ingram 5 30 4. 0.0
John Jones 5 60 5. 0.0
John Laws 5 30 4. 0.0
Thomas Laws 5 35 4. 3.4
William Moore 4 50 4. 1.4
Woodman Stockley 5 45 4. 10.0

TOTAL £120. 10.8
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Miscellaneous Convention Expenses
John White, Clerk

To five days attendance as clerk £ 3. 0.0
To one sheet of parchment 0. 7.6
To two quires of paper 0. 4.4
To engrossing the resolution of assenting

to the Federal Constitution and taking
a copy thereof on parchment 0. 7.6

To transcribing the votes and proceedings
of the Convention 1. 16.0

TOTAL £ 5. 15.4

Benjamin Crooks, Messenger or Doorkeeper
To five days attendance as messenger

or doorkeeper for the Convention £ 1. 17.6
To ringing the bell, five days 0. 18.9

TOTAL £ 2. 16.3

Elizabeth Battell, Innkeeper
To the use of a room, firewood,

and candles for five days for
the Convention

TOTAL £ 2. 10.0

TOTAL EXPENSES £131. 12.3

1. This list of Convention expenses has been compiled from pay vouchers found in the
Executive Papers, 1787, Convention for Ratifying the United States Constitution—Ac-
counts, Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State. With the exception
of the President of the Convention (James Latimer) who received 18/ per diem, each
delegate was allotted 12/ per diem and 8d per mile. The clerk of the Convention received
12/ per diem, while the messenger or doorkeeper obtained 7/6.

35. Public and Private Commentaries on Ratification of the Constitution by
Delaware, 12 December 1787–18 January 1788

William Shippen, Jr. to Thomas Lee Shippen, Philadelphia 12 December (excerpt) 1

The State of Delaware are before us. They met on Monday the 3d instant and
adopted it [i.e., the Constitution] unanimously on the following Thursday. . . .

James Madison to Archibald Stuart, New York, 14 December 2

I perceive by the newspapers that Delaware has decided unanimously in favor
of the new Constitution.
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Antoine de la Forest to Comte de Montmorin, New York, 15 December 3

The Special assembly [convention] of Newjersey is now meeting and it is
known that it is almost unanimously disposed to adopt the new government.
That of Delaware has the merit of having ratified it first on the 6. of this month
and that of Pennsylvania on the 12.

Louis-Guillaume Otto to Comte de Montmorin, New York, 15 December (excerpt) 4

. . . We learn, sir, that the general convention of the State of Delaware has
unanimously ratified the new Constitution which I had the honor of sending
you. This small state has the honor of having given the first signal of a revolution
in the general government of the United States, and its example can only pro-
duce a good effect in the other conventions. . . .

Jeremiah Wadsworth to Rufus King, Hartford, 16 December 5

I last night recd your favor—with the pleasing news of Delawares ratification
of the new Constitution.

Hartford American Mercury, 17 December
Extract of a letter from a gentleman in New-York, dated the 12th inst. to his
friend in this City.

Delaware have set us a good example—their Convention met on the 3d. and
unanimously ratified the proposed Constitution on the 6th inst. Pennsylvania
and [New] Jersey will adopt the measure.

James Madison to Thomas Jefferson, New York, 20 December 6

Since the date of my other letter [9 December], the Convention of Delaware
have unanimously adopted the new Constitution.

Boston Independent Chronicle, 20 December
A letter from a gentleman in Philadelphia, to another in this town, brought

by last evening’s post, mentions “That the State of Delaware have accepted the
new government FORMALLY and UNANIMOUSLY.”

New York Journal, 20 December 7

Delaware, in convention, adopted it [i.e., the Constitution] on the 6th instant,
as it is, after a discussion of three days.

Massachusetts Centinel, 26 December
The State of Delaware being the first to adopt, ratify and confirm the Amer-

ican Constitution, augurs well, says our correspondent Sancho. It is a good maxim
which inculcates the practice of “entering at the little end of the horn.”—As at every
step we take our circle is encreased, and our basis progressively growing broader
and broader.
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Timothy Pickering to John Pickering, Philadelphia, 29 December (excerpt) 8

You will have seen by the News-papers that the Delaware & Jersey States have
unanimously adopted the New federal constitution; . . .

Georgia State Gazette, 29 December
The Convention of the State of Delaware on the 7th instant ratified the Fed-

eral Constitution by an unanimous vote. The conventions of Pennsylvania and
New-Jersey were sitting, a large majority of whom voted in favor of the proposed
Constitution without any alteration.

Roger Alden to Samuel William Johnson, New York, 31 December 9

The opposition [to the Constitution] have many Characters of extensive
knowledge and great influence—but their efforts have failed in some of the
States, particularly in Philadelphia—the Question was carried in the State Con-
vention, 46 against 23—in Delaware and New Jersey by an unanimous vote.

George Washington to Thomas Jefferson, Mount Vernon, 1 January 1788 10

The Legislatures of those States (Rhode Island excepted) which have met
since the Constitution has been formed, have readily assented to its being sub-
mitted to a Convention chosen by the People.—Pennsylvania, New Jersey, &
Delaware are the only States whose Conventions have as yet decided upon it.—
In the former it was adopted by 46 to 23 and in the two latter unanimously.

George Washington to Rochambeau, Mount Vernon, 8 January 11

The Constitution formed by the late Convention appears, as far as my infor-
mation extends, to be highly acceptable to the people of these States—Jersey,
Delaware & Pennsylvania having already decided in its favor, the two former
unanimously and the latter by a majority of two to one.

George Washington to Henry Knox, Mount Vernon, 10 January 12

Three states—to wit—Pennsylvania New Jersey, and Delaware having adopted
the New Constitution in so decisive a manner and those of New Hampshire,
Massachusetts & Connecticut having discovered such favourable sentiments of
it, places the final success of it, in my judgment, upon unequivocal ground.

Helvidius Priscus II, Boston Independent Chronicle, 10 January (excerpt)
The three pillars lately erected at the southward, are like the hanging towers

of Pisa, to be proped up and cemented by the blood of posterity, if ever they
stand at all; for the present generation have too strong a sense of the rights of
nature, of the sufferings experienced for their re-establishment, to set down
passively under a tottering pile, erected on pillars of porcelain—and if half a
dozen others should yet be added to the guilded dome, it will still be astonish-
ingly defective; . . .
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George Washington to Samuel Powel, Mount Vernon, 18 January 13

It is with pleasure I find that the States of Pennsylvania, New Jersey & Dela-
ware, have adopted the proposed Constitution, for a Fœderal Government; the
two latter unanimously, and the former by a majority of two to one.

1. RC, Shippen Family Papers, Library of Congress (RCS:Pa., 602). This letter, and all
other letters below, are excerpts.

2. RC, Miscellaneous Collections, Henry E. Huntington Library (CC:346).
3. RC (Tr), Affaires Étrangères, Correspondance Consulaires, BI 909, New York, vol. I,

ff. 294–97, Archives Nationales, Paris, France (CC:349).
4. RCA (Tr), Correspondance Politique, États-Unis, vol. 32, ff. 411–14, Archives du

Ministère des Affaires Étrangères, Paris, France (CC:350).
5. RC, King Papers, New-York Historical Society (CC:283-E).
6. RC, Madison Papers, Library of Congress (CC:358).
7. This item was reprinted nine times from Massachusetts to South Carolina by 17 Jan-

uary 1788 (CC:362).
8. RC, Pickering papers, Massachusetts Historical Society (CC:393).
9. RC, Papers of William Samuel Johnson, Library of Congress (CC:396).
10. RC, Jefferson Papers, Library of Congress (CC:400).
11. FC, Washington Papers, Library of Congress (CC:424).
12. RC, Knox Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society (CC:434).
13. RC, Washington Papers, Mount Vernon Ladies Association of the Union (CC:456).

36. Pennsylvania Gazette, 19 December 17871

Such has been the zeal of two or three Salary Officers of the state of Pennsyl-
vania, to prevent the establishment of the new Fœderal Constitution, that copies
of their pamphlets and centinels have been sent to the Governor [Thomas Collins],
and to all the members of the late convention of the Delaware state. When the
Governor opened his packet, and perceived the title of the enclosures, he threw
them suddenly into the fire.

1. This item was reprinted eight times from New Hampshire to New Jersey by 5 January
1788.

37 A–P. The Delaware General Assembly, 10 January–2 February 1788

The proceedings transcribed below contain the record of the General Assem-
bly’s investigation of the Sussex County election ort 26 November 1787. The
proceedings also include a record of the expenses incurred in the election of
delegates to the Delaware Convention.

The Council Proceedings are from “Minutes of the Council of the Delaware
State, from 1776 to 1792,” Papers of the Historical Society of Delaware, VI (Wil-
mington, 1887). The House Proceedings are from Votes and Proceedings of the
House of Assembly of the Delaware State . . . [7 January–2 February 1788] (Wil-
mington, 1788).

The proceedings transcribed also contain supplementary manuscript material
in the Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State. For the
particular collections in which the material is located, see the notes at the end
of this section.
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37-A. General Assembly, Thursday, 10 January

House Proceedings, A.M., 10 January
It appears by the return of the officers of the county of Sussex, appointed by

law to be judges of elections, that in pursuance of the Speaker’s writ, to the
sheriff of that county directed, for choosing new members for the said county,
an election was held, agreeably to a late law of this state, at the house of Robert
Griffith at Deep-Creek Furnace, usually called Vaughan’s Furnace, in Nanticoke
hundred, in the county aforesaid, on the twenty-sixth day of November last; and
that the following gentlemen were chosen to represent the said county of Sussex
in this House, to wit, Rhoades Shankland, George Mitchell, Charles Polk, Jeremiah
Cannon, Nathaniel Hayes, Hap Hazzard, William Massey.

The Speaker being seated in the chair, the names of the members were called,
when they appeared as follow:

For New-Castle county. Isaac Grantham, Henry Latimer, Thomas May, Thomas
Robinson.

For Kent county. James Raymond, John Gordon, Mark M’Call, John Vining.
For Sussex county. Rhoades Shankland, Nathaniel Hayes, Hap Hazzard.
The said new members took, made, and subscribed the oath of allegiance and

declaration prescribed by the constitution, and took their seats.
Adjourned to three o’clock.

House Proceedings, P.M., 10 January
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Revell and Mr. Rodney appeared in the House, and took their seats.
Charles Polk, one of the representatives for the county of Sussex, took, made,

and subscribed the oath of allegiance and declaration prescribed by the consti-
tution, and took his seat.

Seven petitions from two hundred and sixty-six inhabitants of the county of
Sussex, were read, setting forth, that soon after the rejection of the first return
of representatives for that county, the petitioners were notified by advertise-
ments, of a second election to be held at a place commonly called Vaughan’s
Furnace; and as they were informed that an appearance of a force, and riotous
procedure committed, on the day and at the place of election, were the principal
grounds on which the former return of representatives was dismissed, they ex-
pected to have been permitted to have attended at the time and place advertised
without interruption or disturbance: That contrary to their expectations, they
were informed, that Charles Polk, Esq; one of the elected members, on the
Saturday preceding the election, in a public company, was heard to advise his
friends to carry their fire-arms; and that Rhoades Shankland, Esq; another of
the elected members, on the next day, being Sunday, was seen at the head of a
party, armed with muskets, going towards the place; this information, together
with intelligence of several bodies of men, armed in the same manner, being
seen on the last mentioned day proceeding to the place of election, made the
greater part of the petitioners apprehensive that they could not attend without
danger of personal abuse and public disturbance: That these apprehensions
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were justified by the event; for those of the petitioners who attended the election,
observed a number of men, armed with clubs, swords, and pistols, at the place,
and some hundreds of men armed with muskets paraded near; a party of whom
made prisoners of some of the petitioners, by presenting a gun and threat[e]ning
to fire on them, and detained them in custody, until orders for their dismission
were procured from Nathaniel Mitchell, who they said was their commanding
officer: That the petitioners have been informed this force was collected by a
call for the militia to attend, and protect the election from expected violence:
That this call, if it had been necessary, ought to have been public; but being
secret, was illegal and unjust: That non-jurors, act-of-grace men, refugees, and
other disqualified persons, were permitted to vote at the election, contrary to
express law and the safety of the state: And praying that an enquiry be made
into the facts stated; and in order to their investigation, that the petitioners may
be heard by Council; and if the facts be established, that relief be granted in
the premises.

Ordered, That the said petitions lie on the table till to-morrow morning.
Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow morning.

37-B. General Assembly, Friday, 11 January
House Proceedings, A.M., 11 January

The House met; absent Messrs. Porter, Evans, Clayton, Mitchell, Cannon, and
Massey.

The House having taken into consideration the petitions complaining of the
illegality of the late election for the county of Sussex,

Resolved, That Mr. Speaker issue his summons for the appearance of Peter
Fretwell Wright, Esq; sheriff of the county of Sussex, before this House on
Wednesday the sixteenth day of the present month of January, to testify all and
singular those things which he may know, or be examined on, in any wise re-
specting the late election for the said county; and that the said sheriff be required
to return to this House, at the time aforesaid, all the lists of the names of the
taxables, which were delivered to the inspectors by the collectors of the several
hundreds, and used by the said inspectors in ascertaining the persons who voted
at the same election, together with the lists and tallies of the clerks, and the votes
or tickets delivered in, and read at the said election.

[Writ Summoning Sussex County Sheriff.]1

“The Delaware State. The Honorable Jehu Davis, Esquire, Speaker of the Hon-
orable House of Assembly of the said State;

“To Joseph Harper Sergeant at Arms, or his Deputy.
[SEAL] You are hereby strictly commanded, in pursuance of a Resolution of
the said House of Assembly, [of?] this Day, that you summon Peter Fretwell
wright, Esquire, Sheriff of the County of Sussex, to appear before the House of
Assembly aforesaid, at Dover, on Wednesday the sixteenth Day of the present
Month of January, to testify all and singular those Things which he may know,
or be examined on, in anywise respecting the late Election for the said County
of Sussex; and you are hereby further Commanded to require the said Sheriff
to return to the said House of Assembly, at the Time and Place afsd., all the Lists
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of the Names of the Taxables which were delivered to the Inspectors by the
Collectors of the several Hundreds, and used by the said Inspectors in ascertain-
ing the Persons who voted at the same Election, together with the Lists and
Tallies of the Clerks, and the Votes and Tickets delivered in, and read at the
said Election: Hereof fail not at your Peril.

“Given under the Hand and Seal of the Speaker afsd., at Dover, this Eleventh
Day of January, in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Eighty Eight.”

Resolved also, That Mr. Speaker issue summonses for the following persons, to
wit, Burton Waples, Esq; Joseph Derrickson, Henry Niell, David Hall, Esq; Simon
Kollock, Esq; John Collins, John Clowes, Esq; Thomas Laws, Nathaniel Waller,
Jehu Evans, Nehemiah Read, the honorable John Jones, Esq; William Hurt,
Joshua Morgan, Jacob Coverdale, and Cornelius Wiltbank; and also for the fol-
lowing witnesses on the behalf and at the request of the petitioners, to wit, James
Buchannan, Isaac Atkins, John Powders, William Edenfield, Henry Edgar, Henry
Edgar, jun. William Clayton Mitchell, Israel Holland, Thomas Coulter, William
Vaughan, James Bratton, Anthony Bratton, Bartholomew Kennedy, and Thomas
Batson, Esq; to appear before this House on Wednesday the sixteenth day of the
present month of January, to testify all and singular those things which they
know, or shall be examined on, in any wise, touching the late election for the
county of Sussex.

[Writ Summoning Witnesses.]2

“Delaware State. The Honorable Jehu Davis, Esquire, Speaker of the Honor-
able House of Assembly of the said State;

“To Joseph Harper, Sergeant at Arms, or his Deputy.
[SEAL] You are hereby strictly commanded, in pursuance of a Resolution of
the said House of Assembly, of this Day, that you summon Burton Waples Esqr.,
Joseph Derrickson, Henry Neill, David Hall Esqr., Simon Kollock Esqr, John
Collins, John Clowes Esqr., Thomas Laws, Nathaniel Waller, Jehu Evans, Nehe-
miah Read, The Honorable John Jones Esqr., William Hurt, Joshua Morgan,
Jacob Coverdale, Cornelius Wiltbank, James Buchannan, Isaac Atkins, John Pow-
ders, William Edenfield, Henry Edgar, Henry Edgar Junr., William Clayton
Mitchell, Israel Holland, Thomas Coulter, William Vaughan, James Bratton, An-
thony Bratton, Bartholomew Kennedy, and Thomas Batson Esqr., Inhabitants of
the County of Sussex, to be and personally appear before the House of Assembly
aforesaid, at Dover, on Wednesday the sixteenth Day of the present Month of
January, to testify all and singular those Things which they know, or may be
examined on, in any wise touching the late Election for the said County of
Sussex: Hereof fail not at your Peril.

“Given under the Hand and Seal of the Speaker afsd., at Dover, this Eleventh
Day of January, in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Eighty Eight.”

Resolved also, That the petitioners be heard by counsel on the subject of the
said election, agreeably to the prayer of the said petitions.

On the question to agree to the last resolution, the yeas and nays were required
by Mr. Grantham, and are as follow:
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Yeas. Mr. Raymond, Mr. Gordon, Mr. M’Call, Mr. Revell, Mr. Rodney, Mr. Vining.
Nays. Mr. Grantham, Mr. Latimer, Mr. May, Mr. Robinson.
So it was resolved in the affirmative.

House Proceedings, P.M., 11 January
The Secretary laid before the House a message from his excellency the Pres-

ident, together with the papers therein referred to; which said message was read
as follows:

Gentlemen of the General Assembly,
Agreeably to a resolution of the late Convention of this state, assembled for

the purpose of deliberating and deciding upon the fœderal constitution, I have
directed the Secretary to lay before you the proceedings of that body.

The Secretary will also lay before you a letter from the Secretary of Congress,
of the 28th of November last, together with a list of the Journals of Congress
for the last year, and a copy of the continuation from the 20th of September to
the first Monday in November last, to complete those already delivered.

I beg leave to inform your honors, that the last annual requisition of Congress,
of the 11th of October, has not been received by me in the usual, official form;
and that if the General Assembly should incline to assume the consideration of
this business at the present time, I must refer them to the printed Journals for
that requisition.

THOMAS COLLINS.
January 9, 1788.

37-C. General Assembly, Wednesday, 16 January

House Proceedings, P.M., 16 January
The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. M’Call, and Mr. Shankland, appeared in the House.
Two petitions from two hundred and thirty-eight inhabitants of the county of

Sussex, complaining of the illegality of the late election for that county, were
read.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the House proceeded to the examination

of the witnesses respecting the late election for the county of Sussex, having
previously admitted Joseph Miller, Esq; as counsel for the petitioners.

The Speaker’s writ for holding the said election, the sheriff’s return thereof,
and the indenture of election, being read, Peter Fretwell Wright, Esq; the sheriff,
was called before the House, and his testimony being taken in writing, upon his
solemn affirmation, he was discharged.

Adjourned to nine o’clock to-morrow morning.

37-D. General Assembly, Thursday, 17 January

House Proceedings, A.M., 17 January
The House met; absent Messrs. Porter, Evans, Mitchell, Polk, Cannon and

Massey.
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William Massey, one of the members returned from the county of Sussex,
took, made, and subscribed, the oath of allegiance and declaration prescribed
by the constitution, and took his seat.

The House resumed the examination of the witnesses respecting the late elec-
tion for the county of Sussex; and having taken in writing the testimony of
Robert Mariner, James Buchannan and Henry Edgar, separately, upon oath,

Adjourned to three o’clock.

House Proceedings, P.M., 17 January
The House met according to adjournment—and continued the examination

of the witnesses respecting the Sussex election aforesaid; and having taken in
writing the testimony of William Hurt, James Broughton, Bartholomew Kennedy,
Stephen Coston, Capt. John Collins and William Peery, Esq; separately, upon
oath,

Adjourned to nine o’clock to-morrow morning.

37-E. General Assembly, Friday, 18 January

House Proceedings, A.M., 18 January
The House met; present the same members as on yesterday.
On Motion, Ordered, That one of the nine petitions from the inhabitants of

the county of Sussex, complaining of the illegality of the late election for that
county, together with an account of the whole number of subscribers to the said
petitions, be sent to the Council for their information; and that Mr. M’Call de-
liver the same.

Jeremiah Cannon, a member returned from the county of Sussex, took, made
and subscribed, the oath of allegiance and declaration prescribed by the consti-
tution, and took his seat.

The House resumed the examination of the witnesses respecting the late elec-
tion for the county of Sussex; and having taken in writing the testimony of
Nathaniel Waller and Cornelius Wiltbank, separately, upon oath,

Adjourned to three o’clock.

Council Proceedings, A.M., 18 January
At a meeting of the Council, by adjournment, at Dover, January 7th, 1788, a

sufficient number of the members not having met to form a quorum, they ad-
journed from day to day until Friday, the 18th of the same month, when there
appeared as follows:

For New Castle County—Thomas McDouough, Esq., Speaker, George Read.
For Kent County—James Tilton, John Baning, Jno. Cook.
For Sussex County—Daniel Polk, Alexander Laws.
It appears by the returns of the officers of the County of Sussex, appointed

by law to be Judges of Elections, that on the 26th of November last, at the house
of Rob. Griffith, at Deep Creek Furnace, usually called Vaughn’s Furnace, in
Nanticoke Hundred, that Isaac Horsey, of the said county, was chosen to rep-
resent the said county as a member of the Legislative Council of the Delaware
State for three years next ensuing the said election.

* * * * * * *
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Mr. Speaker laid on the table a petition, signed by a number of the inhabitants
of Sussex County, delivered him by a member of the House of Assembly, com-
plaining of an undue election at the time aforesaid, together with a list of wit-
nesses for the petitioners, and praying that inquiry should be made into the truth
of the facts stated therein, and that they might be heard by Council.

On motion, ordered that the same be read; which was done accordingly.
Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P.M.

House Proceedings, P.M., 18 January
The House met according to adjournment—and continued the examination

of the witnesses respecting the late election for the county of Sussex; and having
taken in writing the testimony of William Clayton Mitchell, Thomas Coulter,
Col. David Hall, Isaac Atkins, inspector of Indian-River hundred, and Simon
Kollock, Esq; separately, upon oath,

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow morning.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 18 January
Council met. Present the same members, except Mr. Tilton.

* * * * * * *
On motion, by special order, the petition from Sussex County, complaining

of an undue election, was read a second time.
Whereupon it is ordered,
That it be notified to such of the petitioners as may be in the Town of Dover,

that the Council will be ready, to-morrow, at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, to
go into an inquiry of the facts set forth in their petition complaining of an undue
election in Sussex County, on the 26th of November last, for a member of this
House, and that they may be heard by one gentleman of the law, as their counsel,
on this business.

Ordered also,
That Peter Fretwell Wright, High Sheriff of Sussex County, and now in atten-

dance in the Town of Dover under the order of the House of Assembly, be
notified to attend the Council at the time aforesaid, for examination respecting
the said election, and that the foregoing orders be transcribed by the Clerk, to
wit: two copies, one to be served by the Sergeant-at-Arms on such of the peti-
tioners aforesaid as may be in Dover, returning the names of the persons served
therewith to this House at the time aforesaid, and the other on the High Sheriff
aforesaid.

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow morning.

37-F. General Assembly, Saturday, 19 January

House Proceedings, A.M., 19 January
The House met; present the same members as on yesterday.
The House resumed the examination of the witnesses respecting the late elec-

tion for the county of Sussex; and having taken in writing the testimony of
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Edmond Read, William Edenfield, Thomas Laws and John Read, separately,
upon oath; and the examination being completed,

Resolved, That the afternoon of this day be assigned for hearing the counsel
for the petitioners, on the subject of the election aforesaid.

Adjourned to three o’clock.

Council Proceedings, A.M., 19 January
Council met. Present the same members.
On motion, ordered that the doors of this House be set open during the

inquiry into the validity of the Sussex election.
The Sergeant-at-Arms reported that he had notified, agreeable to the orders

of yesterday, Peter F. Wright, the High Sheriff of Sussex County, and such of
the petitioners as were in the Town of Dover, viz: William Clayton Mitchell,
Simon Kollock, Isaac Atkinson, Nathaniel Waples, William Peery, and David Hall.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock.

House Proceedings, P.M., 19 January
The House met according to adjournment.
On Motion of Mr. Vining, seconded by Mr. Clayton, That the printed Votes

and Proceedings of the last sessions, relative to the then controverted election
for the county of Sussex, be delivered to the counsel for the petitioners against
the late election for that county, for his perusal; the question was put, and

Resolved in the affirmative.
On Motion of Mr. Rodney, seconded by Mr. Revell, That the depositions taken

at the last sessions, respecting the then controverted election, for the county of
Sussex, be also delivered to the counsel for the petitioners aforesaid, for his
perusal; the question was put, and the yeas and nays being required by Mr.
Rodney, are as follow:

Yeas. Mr. Gordon, Mr. M’Call, Mr. Revell, Mr. Rodney.
Nays. Mr. Grantham, Mr. Latimer, Mr. May, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Raymond, Mr.

Clayton, Mr. Vining.
So it passed in the negative.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the House resumed the consideration of

the testimony respecting the late election for the county of Sussex; and Joseph
Miller, Esq; of counsel for the petitioners against the said election, having been
heard thereon, the House

Adjourned till Monday next.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 19 January
Council met according to adjournment. Present the same members, and Mr.

Tilton.
On motion, ordered that the Sheriff of Sussex County be again notified to

attend this House to be examined concerning the Sussex election, who appeared
in the House.
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On motion, ordered that the petition from Sussex County, complaining of an
undue election, be read by the Clerk to him; which was done accordingly.

Council then went into the examination of Peter F. Wright, Sheriff of Sussex
County, concerning the late election, and after some time, on motion, he ob-
tained leave to withdraw.

Adjourned to Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

37-G. General Assembly, Monday, 21 January

Council Proceedings, A.M., 21 January
Council met according to adjournment.
The Doorkeeper informed the Speaker that Joseph Miller, Esq., as Counsel

for the petitioners complaining of the undue election, then was in waiting and
desired to be admitted before the Council.

Whereupon he was admitted, and made his apology for not attending sooner
upon the business aforesaid. And he informed the House that such of the peti-
tioners as had been attendant on the like complaint made to the House of
Assembly, and also the witnesses produced to and examined by the House of
Assembly, were gone to their respective places of residence; that the examina-
tions had before the House of Assembly, as well of the witnesses in the petitioners
list as others, were before the House of Assembly on oath and reduced to writing
there, and probably did contain sufficient information for the Council to pro-
ceed into the inquiry of the facts alleged by the petitioners in their complaint,
and that, as their counsel, he prayed that the depositions so taken might be
admitted in evidence before this House.

And then the House took into consideration the proposition made by Mr.
Miller on the part of the petitioners, Mr. Horsey, the returned member for
Sussex County being present, and thereupon recommended it to Mr. Miller to
reduce his proposition in writing, and present the same at the meeting of the
House in the afternoon, when it was also recommended to the returned member
to declare his sense thereof in writing.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P.M.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 21 January
Council met according to adjournment.
Mr. Miller, counsel on the part of the petitioners, presented to the Chair the

following petition, viz:
To the honorable the Legislative Council of the Delaware State:

The subscriber respectfully represents, that as the witnesses summoned by the
honorable Assembly to give evidence on the controverted election for the County
of Sussex, agreeably to the prayer of the petition now before the honorable
Legislative Council, have returned home, and as the testimony of those witnesses
has been taken in writing by the other honorable branch of the Legislature, the
subscriber, in order to avoid expense and delay, prays, on behalf of the peti-
tioners, whom he represents as their counsel, that the depositions of the said
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witnesses, as taken by the honorable Assembly, may be received by your honor-
able House as legal evidence concerning the election now in dispute.

JOSEPH MILLER,
Dover, 21st Jan., 1788. Counsel for the petitioners.

Mr. Isaac Horsey, the returned member for Sussex County, also presented to
the Chair the following declaration, viz:

I, Isaac Horsey, a returned member for the county of Sussex to the Legislative
Council of the Delaware State, chosen and elected on the 26th of Nov. last,
which election is now controverted, do, for the more easy and speedy determi-
nation of the legality of the said election, hereby agree that the depositions lately
taken before the honorable House of Assembly of this State, touching the legality
of the said election, may be read and taken as evidence in this House so far forth
as may tend to prove either the legality or illegality of said election.

Witness my hand this 21st day of January, Anno Domini, 1788.
ISAAC HORSEY.

On motion,
Resolved, That this House, agreeable to the above prayer of Mr. Miller, counsel

on the part of the petitioners, and the declaration of Isaac Horsey, returned
member, will receive the depositions of the said witnesses, as taken by the House
of Assembly, in evidence as to the election now in dispute.

It was then represented by Mr. Miller, counsel on the part of the petitioners,
that the House of Assembly, not having yet acted upon the testimony contained
in the depositions taken before them on the contested election for Sussex
County, he could not, as yet, with propriety, apply to that House for a transmis-
sion of those depositions to Council, but that he was informed the business of
considering and deciding thereon would be speedily taken up by the House of
Assembly and that he should immediately after make the application for such
transmission.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

37-H. General Assembly, Tuesday, 22 January

House Proceedings, A.M., 22 January
The House met; absent Messrs. Porter, Raymond, Mitchell, Polk, Cannon, and

Hayes.

* * * * * * *
The House resumed the consideration of the controverted election for the

county of Sussex: Whereupon one of the petitions complaining of the illegality
of the said election, and all the depositions relative thereto, were read; and after
some time spent thereon, the same was deferred till the afternoon for further
consideration.

Adjourned to three o’clock.
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House Proceedings, P.M., 22 January
The House met according to adjournment;
And having resumed the consideration of the controverted election for the

county of Sussex,
It was moved by Mr. Vining, seconded by Mr. Robinson, that the petitions

complaining of the illegality of the said election be now dismissed; and that the
House adopt the following resolution:

Resolved, That Rhoades Shankland, George Mitchell, Charles Polk, Jeremiah
Cannon, Nathaniel Hayes, Hap Hazzard, and William Massey, the members re-
turned for the county of Sussex, at an election held for the said county on the
26th of November last, were duly elected, and be the sitting members in this
House: On the question to agree to the same, the yeas and nays were required
by Mr. Vining, and are as follow:

Yeas. Mr. Grantham, Mr. Latimer, Mr. May, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Vining.
Nays. Mr. Gordon, Mr. M’Call, Mr. Revell, Mr. Rodney.
Mr. Evans declined to vote, not having been present at the examination of

the witnesses.
So it was resolved in the affirmative.
On Motion, Resolved, That the petitions, and depositions of witnesses taken

before this House, respecting the late election for the county of Sussex, the lists
of voters returned by the sheriff, and the poll-lists of the said election, be sent
to the Council for their information.

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow morning.

37-I. General Assembly, Wednesday, 23 January

House Proceedings, A.M., 23 January
The House met; absent Messrs. Porter, Mitchell and Polk.
Ordered, That agreeably to the resolution of yesterday, Mr. Evans wait on the

Council, and deliver the petitions, the depositions of the witnesses, lists of the
voters returned by the sheriff, and poll-lists of the late election for the county
of Sussex.

Mr. Evans having returned, reported the delivery of the papers committed to
him.

[Draft Resolutions Validating Sussex County Election.]3

“Resolved That it does not appear to this House that any unusual violence
was used at the late Election for the County of Sussex, or that any uncommon
number of armed Men was at the place of holding the same so as in any
manner to impede the freely & conveniently conducting & carrying on the said
Election—

“Resolved That it does not appear from the Testimony relative to the said
Election that any such antecedent Menaces were used, or violent threats de-
nounced as would reasonably deter the Freemen of Sussex County, from a free
Exercise of the right of suffrage, but on the Contrary it appears that upwards of
six hundred & fifty People did actually vote at the said Election—
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“Resolved That it does not appear to this House that the Constitution of this
State, was in any degree infringed, or that the Laws of the same were by any
means violated, so as by a reasonable construction, to vitiate the said Election—

“Resolved That it does not appear satisfactorily, to this House, That Fear or
Interuption prevented any Person from voting at the said Election, or that any
disqualified Persons were suffered to vote at the same, either by the neglect of
the Judges of the said Election, or by the procurement of any Member returned
to this House from the said County—

“Resolved That the said Election was free peaceable & uninterupted, & con-
ducted agreeably to the Laws of this State in such cases made & provided

“Resolved therefore that Rhoads Shankland, George Mitchell, Charles Polk,
Jeremiah Cannon Nathanl. Hays, Hap Hazard & William Massey Esquires are duly
Elected & be the sitting members of this House for the County of Sussex—”

Council Proceedings, A.M., 23 January
Council met. Present the same members.
Mr. Evans, a member of Assembly, attending, was admitted and delivered to

the Chair the petitions from Sussex County, signed by four hundred and five
petitioners, complaining of an undue election in said county, and the deposi-
tions of the witnesses examined and taken, in writing, by the House of Assembly,
together with the list of voters and polls, or tallies, concerning the same, for the
consideration of this House.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 23 January
Council met according to adjournment.
Mr. Vandyke appeared in the House and took his seat.
On motion, ordered,
That a verbal message be sent to the House of Assembly, representing that

the Council are informed that the declaration of Rhoads Shankland, Esq., a
returned member of the House of Assembly at the late contested election for
Sussex County, was received in that House, of a fact stated in the petition against
the said election, to wit: “That the said Rhoads Shankland was seen, on the
Sunday preceding the said election, at the head of a party, armed with muskets,
going toward the place of election;” and the same declaration not appearing
among the written testimony laid before the Council respecting the said election,
and requesting that the honorable House of Assembly will have that declaration
reduced to writing and transmit the same to this House as soon as conveniently
may be.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

37-J. General Assembly, Thursday, 24 January
House Proceedings, A.M., 24 January

The House met; absent Messrs. Porter and Mitchell.

* * * * * * *
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The following verbal message was received from the Council:
Gentlemen,

The Council being informed, that the declaration of Rhoades Shankland, Esq;
a returned member of the House of Assembly, at the late contested election for
Sussex county, was received in your honorable House, of a fact stated in the
petitions against the said election, to wit, “That the said Rhoades Shankland was
seen on the Sunday preceding the said election at the head of a party, armed
with muskets, going towards the place of election;” and the same declaration not
appearing among the written testimony laid before the Council respecting the
said election, The Council request, that the honorable House of Assembly will
have that declaration of Mr. Shankland’s reduced to writing, and transmit the
same to this House as soon as conveniently may be.

Ordered, That Mr. Vining wait on the Council with the following verbal mes-
sage:

The House of Assembly beg leave to inform the Legislative Council, That the
declaration of Rhoades Shankland, Esq; amounted in substance to the following
information to this House: “That the said Rhoades Shankland, as the distance to
the place of holding the election was considerable, went part of the way on
Sunday evening, on which evening he was overtaken by three men with muskets,
with whom he rode some distance, after which they separated.”

Adjourned to ten o’clock to-morrow morning.

Council Proceedings, A.M., 24 January
Council met according to adjournment. Absent, Mr. Tilton.
Mr. Vining, a member of the House of Assembly, attending, was admitted and

delivered to the Chair the following message, viz:
A Message from the House of Assembly to the Legislative Coun-

cil.
Gentlemen:

The House of Assembly beg leave to inform the Legislative Council that
the declaration of Rhoads Shankland, Esquire, amounted in substance to the
following information, viz: “That the said Rhoads Shankland, as the distance
from his house to the place of holding the late election was considerable,
went part of the way on Sunday evening, on which evening he was overtaken
by three men armed with muskets, with whom he rode some distance, after
which they separated.”

The House now went into the consideration of the petition from Sussex
County respecting the contested election, and after some time spent therein,
on motion, the same was postponed until three o’clock this afternoon.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

Council Proceedings, P.M., 24 January
Council met according to adjournment, and, agreeable to order, resumed

the consideration of the petitions from Sussex County, together with the tes-
timony transmitted from the House of Assembly respecting the same.
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On motion, “Shall Council postpone the business of the Sussex election
until to-morrow morning?” Passed in the negative.

On motion, that the petition from Sussex County, complaining of an un-
due election there, on the 26th of November last, of a member to represent
that county in this House, be dismissed, and that the return made of the elec-
tion of Isaac Horsey as a member of this House, to represent that county, be
confirmed; and thereupon

Resolved unanimously, That the said petition be dismissed, and that the said
return be confirmed.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

37-K. General Assembly, Friday, 25 January

Council Proceedings, A.M., 25 January
Council met according to adjournment. Absent, Mr. Baning.
Isaac Horsey, the returned member for Sussex County, now took the oath

of allegiance and subscribed the declaration of faith prescribed by the twenty-
second article of the Constitution of this State.

37-L. General Assembly, Saturday, 26 January

House Proceedings, A.M., 26 January
The House met; absent Messrs. Porter and Mitchell.

* * * * * * *
George Mitchell, one of the representatives for the county of Sussex, ap-

peared in the House, took, made and subscribed the oath of allegiance and
declaration prescribed by the constitution, and took his seat.

37-M. General Assembly, Saturday, 2 February

House Proceedings, A.M., 2 February
The House met; absent Mr. Porter.

* * * * * * *
The Auditor of Accounts begs leave to report, That there is due,

* * * * * * *
313. to Frederick Craig and Company, for printing one hundred proclama-

tions for election members of a State-Convention, and advertising the
same in the Wilmington Gazette, £ 2 5 0

* * * * * * *
ELEAZER M’COMB.

Auditor’s Office, January 29, 1788.
In the HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, February 1, 1788.

READ, considered and agreed to.
JAMES BOOTH, Clk. Assembly.
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In COUNCIL, Saturday, A.M., February 2, 1788.
The foregoing report was read and concurred in.

JOHN E. CLAYTON, Clk. of Council

House Proceedings, P.M., 2 February
The House met according to adjournment.

* * * * * * *
The House allowed the following accounts for the attendance of the members,

and for public services rendered the state, to wit,

* * * * * * *
[James Booth, Esq; Clerk of Assembly], for an express to the Sheriffs of the
several counties, in pursuance of the resolutions of the 10th of November last,
including horse-hire and expences, £ 5 0 0

* * * * * * *
On Motion, Resolved, That orders be drawn on the State-Treasurer, and signed

by the Speaker, for the payment of the several sums aforesaid. Whereupon orders
were drawn, and signed accordingly.

37-N. Witnesses Called by House of Assembly to Testify on Sussex County Election of
26 November 1787 4

1 Burton Waples Esqr (Head of Indian River Warwick
2 Joseph Derrickson (Below Daggsbury
3 Henry Neill—(Lewis Town
4 David Hall Esqr.—Do.
5 Simon Kollock Esqr. Head of Indian River
6 John Collins (Broadkiln Forrest
7 John Clows Esqr.
8 Thomas Laws (Below Bridge Branch
9 Nathaniel Walter (on Gavelly Branch
10 Jehu Evins (near the Old Furnace
11 Nehimiah Read (near Clowes’s
12 The Honble. John Jones Esqr. (near Daggsbury
13 William Hurt at John Clowes[’]s
14 Joshua Morgan (BroadKiln Drawbridge
15 Jacob Coverdale (near Charles Polks
16 Cornelius Wiltbank (at Lewis Town
17 James Buckhannan (on Nanticoke
18 Isaac Atkins (Head of Indian River near Kollocks
19 John Powders (near Daggsbury
20 William Edenfield Lewis Town
21 Henry Edgar Broad Creek
22 Henry Edgar Junr. Do.
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23 William Clayton Mitchell near Daggsbury
24 Isreal Holland Below Daggsbury
25 Thomas Coulter (at Lewis Town
26 William Vaughan (Broad Creek
27 James Bratton Do.
28 Anthony Bratton Do.
29 Bartholemew Kennaday Below Broad Creek
30 Thomas Battson Esqr. Head of the Sound

Witnesses in Support of Sussex County Petitions 5

Names of Witnesses to prove the Facts stated in the Petition from Sussex—
Stephen Caston—Proves Generally
John Orr—Proves that Shankd said there was Cannon &c.
Capt John Collins—Proves generally
James Wilson. (Apprentice to John Woolf)
William Edenfield
Peter Waples
Robert White—One of the men made Prisoners
James Fisher (Son of Wm.)
Spencer Lacy
Bartholomew Adams Junr.
Isaac Tunnel—Supposed to have heard the plans between Jones & Mitchell.
Mitchel Kenshaw—Generally

37-O. Reports of the Testimony of Witnesses Concerning the Sussex Election 6

Richd. Green—says William Still told him that John Woolfs apprentice James
Wilson by Name was ordred by his master to tel Every Body he Seed, that their
was 4 Brass pieses at the place of Election—& 2 Barrels of powder & that they
had been incamped Two Days at that place—this the sd. Wilson told the peopel
at a Corn Gathering at Thos. Hall in Rehoboth—Wm Still, Thos Ricards, Wm.
Peery William Kill Breath—& Isaacc Hall—& others were present satterday 24th
Nov Mr Richd Green also informs that Wm Edenfield told him this first Decr.
that he was at the Election 26th Nov. Last. Edenfield Says he will make ooth that
on the day of the Eletion they fired a Number of Muskitts at the Mouth of the
Lane 2 or 300 Yards from old furnis—where the Election was held

Edenfield told others that Wm Harris Son of Zachriah assaulted & Evel in-
treated him without Just Cause or provocation—& Swore he Should not Sell his
Cake—for they Belong to an Irishman

William Newman will be a material Witness—Mitchell Kershaw & Stephen Cos-
tan (presgrove Steel was at the old field when & where Atkinson saw the people
with arms) Burton Waples Esqr tels me that Thos. Waples (Black Smith) was at
the old field where they ware incampt and Saw a Keg (which he thinks will hold
Ten Gallons) of powder he saw the people taking of it & they told him there was
Two more Kegs of powder in the field—Leatherbery Barker one of their party
told Nate Hall that they had 3 Barrels of powder—& 400 stand of arms—
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Elias West was at the place of Eletion and before Day 26th—& about 30 men
Came & ware armed & guarded them—shortly after Left that place & went he
Expects to the old field Wm. Newman was with West. Drove his waggen—as a
Suttler—

37-P. Reports of the Testimony of Witnesses Concerning the Sussex Election 7

Memrandom—Isaac Atkinson says as he went unto the old furnice on 26th
novr. Last past unto the Election, he come into an old field Neare wheare the
Election was to be held. about 30 minnets after Sun Rise where he saw Geo.
Mitchell Standing and about 30 other men—the horse which Geo. Mitchell
roade had pistels Holsters on—soon after this Woodman Stockley & Leatherbery
Barker Road up at the head of 102 men—about one half of which was armed
with musketts—They halted & Begun to feed their horses with Sheef oats. (this
Informant saw Nathl Mitchell ride from out of this old field when he road up)
Geo mitchell—spoak to this informant & asked him if this was his road to the
place of Election—he also said to him heare see what people will do for their
Libertys. this informant then Left the field & went to the place of Election—

James Buchanan informed me—that Jeremiah Cannon head’d a party of
Armed men to the Furnice on the day of Election—they had a Drum & Colors
&c also

S. Kollock
Joshua Sharp informed Peter Hall—the man under Mitchel had three barrls.

of powder in the Field and many of them was imploy’d chief of the day in
Running Bullits—

1. DS, Legislative Papers, 1788, January–February, Summons. The writ was signed by
Jehu Davis, the speaker of the House, and was attested by James Booth, the clerk of the
House. Below the speaker’s signature is this statement: “NB. The Shff must also return
the Speaker’s Writ for holding the late Election.—” In an endorsement, Joseph Harper,
the sergeant at arms, stated that he had deputed David Harper “to do the within Service.”

2. DS, Legislative Papers, 1788, January–February, Summons. The writ was signed by
Jehu Davis, the speaker of the House, and was attested by James Booth, the clerk of the
House. In an endorsement, Joseph Harper, the sergeant at arms, stated that he had
deputed David Harper “to do the within service.”

3. MS, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions. The document was dated
“Jany 23d. 1788” and endorsed “Resolutions respecting the Election for the County of
Sussex, on Nov. 26. 1788 [sic].—”

4. MS, Legislative Papers, 1788, January–February, Elections. It is endorsed: “List of
Witnesses respecting the controverted Election of the County of Sussex in Nov. 1788 [sic].”

5. MS, Legislative Papers, 1788, January–February, Petitions.
6. MS, Legislative Papers, 1787, October–November, Petitions.
7. Ibid.

38. Newspaper Report of House of Assembly Proceedings on
10–12 January 17881

WILMINGTON. Jan. 16.
Monday the 7th inst. being the day appointed for the meeting of the General

Assembly of this state, several members met at Dover, but a house was not formed
till Thursday, when they proceeded to business. The rest of the week was taken
up in debating the new election for the county of Sussex, against which a petition
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has been presented to the house; but that business was not settled when the post
left Dover.

1. This item was transcribed from the Pennsylvania Packet, 22 January, which probably
reprinted it from the no longer extant Delaware Gazette of 16 January.

39. Circulation of “A Freeman” (Tench Coxe) in Delaware, 4, 25 February 1788

Jacob Broom to Tench Coxe, Wilmington, 4 February (excerpt) 1

I have given No. 1. of the Freeman2 to our Printer who will reprint it this week—
it is well written & I would be glad to have all the Numbers published in the
Delaware Paper—

Jacob Broom to Tench Coxe, Wilmington, 25 February 3

your favor of the 18th current came to hand enclosing the Papers; & agreeably
to your request I presented the Boston paper to Mr. Dickinson with yr. com-
plimts. &c—

It gives me great pleasure to find that the Constitution is making it’s way so
successfully—An event of vast importance to the United States—the present
Generation & their Posterity.—

I have not seen the Pennsylvanian alluded to in your Letter—the Freeman has
been republished here.—

I recd. a letter from Mr. Gibbs a few days ago informing me that he intended
for Wilmington e’re now; in expectation of his coming I deferred sending my
vouchers until it shou’d be by himself—I look for him daily.—

1. RC, Coxe Papers, Tench Coxe Section, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
2. “A Freeman” I was first published in the Pennsylvania Gazette on 23 January 1788.
3. RC, Coxe Papers, Tench Coxe Section, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

40. Pennsylvania Packet, 11 February 17881

WILMINGTON, February 6.
At a meeting of Justices, at Clowes’s tavern, in the county of Sussex, on the

2d inst. after business was over, a riot arose between the parties called Whigs and
Tories, which continued for some time with great violence, with fists and cudgels.
We are sorry to hear that such occurrences are exceedingly frequent in that
county.

1. The Packet probably reprinted this item from the no longer extant Delaware Gazette
of 6 February. This item was reprinted thirteen additional times from Massachusetts to
Georgia by 27 March.

41. Pennsylvania Gazette, 27 February 17881

Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Wilmington, to his friend in this city,
dated February 19, 1788.

“Be pleased to accept many thanks for thy very obliging letter of the 17th, and
my hearty congratulations on the Ratification of the Foederal Constitution by
the state of Massachusetts. It is indeed an event that promises most happy conse-
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quences—that America will now enjoy peace, liberty and safety—be united at
home, and respectable abroad. My hopes are enlivened. I look upon my children
with an encreased satisfaction, because their lot in life seems to me to be ren-
dered more favourable by the prospect of public felicity.

“May the gracious Providence, that has preserved us through so many dangers,
difficulties and distresses, lead us into an establishment and conduct of beneficial
influence to our fellow creatures in the other parts of the world.”

1. This item was reprinted ten times from New Hampshire to Virginia by 26 March.

42. From Thomas Rodney, Poplar Grove, 15 April 17881

Our government having apparrently lost all respect for its Officers and Mag-
istrates, by Subjecting them to the rude insults of every petty passion, Seems
attentive only to the exercise of those powers which tend most to Oppress and
distress the people, merely to Satisfy the mutual rage of Faction, or personal
peak and resentment. When this is the case it does not require any Extraordinary
degree of Presient Skill to decern that anarky and confusion must Shortly follow.

The Foederel Constitution is proposed as a cure for these evils, and such
others as prevail at present; but I fear this will not answer the purpose. the
resistance already made to it, forebodes a greater one yet to come, or if adopted
that it will not be so generally Supported as to give it the best opperation that
its own principles would incline to: Yet it is favoured by verry powerful Influence.
The people at large feel Some alteration in their government necessary; The
wealthiest Citizens are for it because they know that the government must nat-
urally come into their hands; The Officers of the Army are for it, because, by
the Swords being once more put in their hands, they may Obtain their wishes:
for while they ware the golden medal of the Cincinnati, they will not be easy
Untill Some Order of military Knighthood is established. Perhaps when one of
these Interests Obtains the government and the other the Sword they will agree,
That the one Shall be Peers of the realm; and the other Knights of the Golden
Eagle. This at first perhaps would not be relished by the people at large, but I
do not know that it would prejudice the common welfare. The republicks of
Greece and Rome Had both their Knights and Nobles, and these Seem to have
been Necessary to that freedom and Splendor, of those celebra[ted] Republicks,
which Still enlightens the world. Military Knighthood is an exciting reward to
Young Soldiers; and pays them better than Mon[ey] and after a Man has Served
his country through the prime of life He considers it as a full reward for all his
Services to be raised to the highest Seat of Honour. Therefore a country that is
without Honors, lacks those rewards which are a far Stronger Excitment to pub-
lick Services than Money. The Article in the Constitution against confering any
degree of Nobility, is an evidence that there is a Strong disposition in favour of
it, otherwise Such an Article would have been unnecessar[y] but this will be too
weak to Stand in the way when there comes an Opertunity of introducing it. for
it is in vain to limmit the Sovereign Power; it cannot be controled but when the
people rise up in a body to resist it, and this never will happen but when some
great and general calamity prevails from the misusage of it. Indeed the rights
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and liberty of the people is far safer In the hands of a legislature wherein their
different interests are Seperately and distinctly established than in the hands of
a convention Elected by themselves, for nothing is more likely than that a ma-
jority of Such a Convention would be Composed of one class of Citizens Only,
in which case they would favour their Own interests to the disadvantage of the
rest of the community.

1. FC, HF. Brown Collection of Rodney Papers, Historical Society of Delaware.

43. Davidson David to Mathew Carey, Lewes, 26 April 17881

Permit me at this time to return you my Sincere Thanks for the Favours I have
received from You thro’ the Winter, & believe me in earnest, when I declare,
that it gives me great Uneasiness to be unable to transmit to you more substantial
Acknowlegements. Fortune still [– – –] from my Pursuits, persecutes me with
unrelenting Severity: The Clashing of Parties, my Antipathy to becoming an
active Partizan of either Faction, Want of Friends & the Poverty of the County
are Considerations which forbid me to reside any longer in Sussex, wherefore I
have determined to leave the Place in a few Weeks & remove to Cecil County in
Maryland. The Head of Elk the Seat of Justice for that County is excelled by
Lewes in no Circumstance that I know of, but its Vicinity to the Ocean. There
some, at least, of the abovementioned Inconveniences will not Operate, which
will render it to me a much more eligible Situation than Lewes. At that place I
shall be happy to hear from you if you will do me the Honour to write to me
when Business will permit.

I expected to have seen you at Lewes this Spring, but from my short stay, which
will be but two Weeks longer I now despair of that Pleasure.

1. RC, Lea and Febiger Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

44. Brutus: An Enquiry into the Present Grievances of America
Philadelphia Freeman’s Journal, 28 May 17881

Extract from “An Enquiry into the present grievances of America,” signed
Brutus, and published in the Delaware Gazette.

“It has given me pain to see many writers in defence of the new constitution,
building all their schemes of future grandeur and importance on commerce—
visions baseless as the air—hopes vain and deceitful as the element on which
they are built. Men who wish to assist in raising the grand fabric of national
independence, would do well to build their structure upon a more solid foun-
dation than the waves, which the experience of five years convinces us cannot
support the edifice. But those gentlemen disdain to reason from experience, as
it would check the rapid succession of speculative ideas which croud their per-
formances; experientia docei is an adage too vulgar and hackneyed for a race of
novalists, determined no longer to tread the beaten path of sense and reason.

“Commerce is the glory of England we all allow, but had Britain been equal
in extent of territory to the United States, they had not been a naval power to
this day; because they could have employed their subject better, and to more
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advantage, on shore. If Europe had not been overstocked with inhabitants, Co-
lumbus had not explored a new world. Here then, to reason fairly, we may say
that Britain has greater reason to deplore her situation than to boast her advan-
tages. They may with propriety boast of commerce who cannot exist without it.

“If we ever mean to be truly independent, as individuals and as a nation, like
the silkworm we must spin the web from our own bowels; and, leaving the man-
ufactures, the fashions and vices of Europe to themselves, pursue our true in-
terest. To illustrate this, look round among yourselves and see who are in general
the most independent men in this state. The Quaker—the man who is not en-
gaged in idle speculations—who owns no slaves—who brings up his children to
trades and industry, to become serviceable members to the community—who
clothes his family in homespun. This man is a more honorable member in the
community, and a better subject to the government, than the speculating mer-
chant who, after having drained the country of cash, becomes a banckrupt him-
self; or the Carolinian nabob, who, though tyrannizing over a thousand negroes,
is continually in debt, and possessing neither honor nor honesty pays his creditor
with a pine barren act.

“Commerce has been, and must continue to be to America, what the Missisippi
and South Sea schemes were to France and England—bubbles which ruined
thousands. But manual industry, agriculture and manufactures are the life and
soul of governments, the true and only source from which happiness, riches and
power can possibly be derived.

“Our children must be all doctors or lawyers, because it is mean to be an
artificer or mechanic. However suitable such notions may be to the meridian of
France or England, where there is more difference between man and man than
between man and beast, yet surely in republican governments founded upon the
broad basis of equality they are highly contemptible and ridiculous. This stupid
prejudice is not the growth of America, but a poisonous weed imported from
Britain with crape cushions and hoop petticoats. We are not content with aping
their ridiculous fashions, but must implicitly adopt their contemptible preju-
dices. The plough has been always held honorable, it composes part of the arms
of the state—and why not the plough maker? why should the man who drives
the plough be esteemed in preference to him that made it? Away with such idle
and foolish distinctions, the bane and poison of the state. So long as we wear
clothes we ought to esteem and encourage our manufacturers and mechanics,
not despise and undervalue them; they being in fact a principal pillar in the
state, and of as much consequence as the farmers themselves. Science, agricul-
ture and manufactures, like three beams, though standing upon different foun-
dations, unite at the top and mutually support each other. The man of science
instructs, the farmer feeds, and the mechanic clothes and furnishes us with uten-
sils.

“Sciences are encouraged, agricultere is encouraged, but manufactures are
entirely neglected;—hence all our difficulties. If this leg be taken away the other
two must fall. Let me then, my fellow citizens, endeavour to persuade you to
encourage your manufactures, and remember it is the only alternative which can
save you from a general bankruptcy. To effect this, foreign manufactures must
be immediately prohibited, for it is a farce to pretend to encourage our own,
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while foreign are admitted.—No doubt the usual objection will be bandied
about, that the preference ought to be given to the cheapest goods—but this
objection is founded neither in sense nor reason, because, if 3s. per yard is paid
for linen the manufacture of the state, the cost of the linen remains in the state,
besides maintaining the different persons employed in the manufacture; but if
1s. 6d. per yard be given for foreign linen of the same quality, it is evident that
the manufacture of this linen has employed no person in the state, and the whole
cost goes directly from us. From hence it may be easily proved that it is cheaper
to buy home made linen at 9s. than foreign linen of the same quality at 6d. per
yard. But the generality of men are averse to abstract thinking—they will not
look beyond the surface of things; and the few who do investigate the matter,
will not act up to the dictates of their own reason, but cry out—I as an individual
can contribute but little to the encouragement of manufactures, besides I do
not chuse to appear singular, but wear what others wear.

“What then remains to be done, but to elect such men in your legislatures,
who you are convinced will prohibit European manufactures and encourage our
own, we will then have the most skillful artificers Europe can afford, they will
migrate here as soon as they are encouraged, but if we do not encourage them
how can we expect them? The few that are here now, are obliged to go to hard
labour for subsistence; if they do not they must steal or starve.”

1. The Journal reprinted this item from the Delaware Gazette, date unknown. The item
was reprinted eleven additional times from Massachusetts to South Carolina by 27 October
1788.

45. Pennsylvania Packet, 13 June 17881

WILMINGTON, May 14.
The present is a period of momentous concern.—To be a united nation of

importance, or petty anarchies, is now the question. The inefficacy of our present
government is fully proved by the encroachments of our commerce, the decline
of national honour, and the confusion pervading every state. Thus matured in
knowledge by painful experience, we are called upon to adopt a system, pro-
duced and organized by the deliberations of men, whose virtues and abilities
will be an immortal honor to America. Should any state reject this salutary system,
unbiassed posterity will consign its name to eternal infamy.

1. The Packet probably reprinted this item from the no longer extant Delaware Gazette
of 14 May.

46. Thomas Rodney to Caesar A. Rodney, Poplar Grove, 14 June 17881

Your Letters of the 20th, 22d. & 23d. of May were the last that came to hand,
one of them inclosing your Taylors bill £11�11s�7, which [I] Intend to send the
Money to discharge by the first Safe opertunity—I recd: your letters while the
Assembly was Sitting & therefore have been too much Engaged to Answer them
before—I Should not have been so Tardy in remitting Some Money to Mrs.
[Maygaw?] but Corn has been So low, that I could not lend Mine without Selling
to a great loss—Your Sister is at home and at work She and Sally on your Shirts,
which will be ready Shortly to Send you—The House of Assembly Adjournd the
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day before yesterday; and Yesterday I went to the Plantations to See how things
went on there; The Season hitherto has been very fertile and promises a very
find Crop of Wheat Oats and flax if no Accident Should prevent it—I have been
very little unwell Since I returned from up the Country, and hope it will continue
So with Me through harvest which will Occasion me two or three Weeks fa-
tiague—Your Sister has had two or three fits of the Ague but has got very well
again—I wrote you to Send her a Cookery book but am a fraid you have not
recd: the letter, it went by Danl. Mifflin; She is going to turn her mind a little to
domestic Affairs this Season, to preserving fruits &c. &c. and to git a little Ac-
customd to home—

The Legislature Was Sitting fifteen days and passed, fourteen Laws, beside
doing much other business, So that you may Se[e] we were not Idle—Yet I do
not Esteem industry in Making Laws very Meritorious—fluctuating Laws is a
great evil, therefore the Laws Should alter Only as the circumstances of a people
gradually require it, So that a Multitude of new laws are always injurious Even
tho in reason & theory they Should appear best—It is easy to make Laws and
political constitutions but it is not easy to reconcile the knowledge, manners, and
habits of a people, grounded on long Custom and usuage to new Laws or Con-
stitutions. If legislators were Wise enough to observe them, and had virtue
enough to use their Wisdom right the Circumstances of a Nation would always
point out What new laws were Necessary—but to the great Injury of America,
Most of her laws, are the product of Self Interest, party prejudice, Envy or Am-
bition. I have Indeavour’d in Our legislature these two years, to regulate in Some
degree the Extreme exertions of those thwarting passions, and as far as possible
to Turn the Mind of the Legislature to ward the common welfare of the people.
and tho these endeavours have not been intirely Sucessful, they have been very
useful in obtaining Some Necessary laws and regulations; in discarding Some
injurious propositions, and Softening the Assperity of Others.

You have forgot to Send me Mr. Adams’s Second Volume on Government; his
first contains a great deal of useful information and tho’ there is little in it but
What I was before Acquainted with Yet it is convenient to have a fund of Such
Material knowledge collected into one Volume, and I doubt not but his Second
is equally useful—perhaps as his first Chiefly respects republican forms—his
Second may Treat more of Regular Monarchies—by a regular Monarch I mean
a Government Where the Prince (as In France, Prusia, Rusia, Turkey & Persia)
is the fountain of power, from whom it decends to all his Officers and Subjects—
If men were as wise and as good as Angels perhaps this would be the Most
excellent kind of Government because it is Most like that which the Diety has
Established for the Direction of the Universe: It is the Most natural Government
and however unpopular among Men, every Government inclines towards it, but
as the nature and capacity of Mankind is not Suited to any Simple form, One
that is Mixt, and equally ballanc’d by the different [– – –] Classes that unavoid-
ably rises up in Society, Sutes them best—The Prince or Chief Magistrate with
the Officers under him Composes one Class in Society whose Interests are Simi-
lar; The fixt or Landed property forms another (of Such is commonly composed
the Judicial department) The Common people compose a third class—and all
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others by their Occupations or Talants are thrown into [a fourth?] of these
Classes; therefore to form a permanent Gover[nment] which Neither class may
have it in their power to injure the Interests of another, each of them ought to
have an independant negative in the legislature. Otherwise the common people
for fear of oppression will ever be Aiming at pulling down the rich to a level
with themselves and the rich will ever be oppressing the poor for fear they Should
git this in their power; Between the two the laws would always be fluctuating,
and the Executive department be ruined by being turned first against one &
then the other as either chanced to git the uper hand. This has been too Much
the case in America, And I fear the new Constitution is Not Sufficiently Adjusted
to the above principles or to[o] well adapted to the Manners habits customs &
usages of the people as to produce an Adequate remedy. God bless you adieu
N.B. let Nothing Induce you to Neglect your School.

1. RC, The Papers of the Rodney Family, General Correspondence, Library of Congress.

47. Timoleon (James Tilton), Biographical History of Dionysius, 17881

� To view this document, see Evans 21498, or visit the University of Wisconsin
Digital Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. Timoleon [James Tilton], The Biographical History of Dionysius, Tyrant of Delaware,
Addressed to the People of the United States of America (Philadelphia, 1788).

48. Jacob Broom to Mathew Carey, Wilmington, 16 October 17881

Sir, it is now a Month (at least) since I recd. yours, requesting me to furnish
you with a piece under the signature of Brutus; & should have answared it
sooner; but a fortnights absence from home, immediately after the rect. of it, &
a severe indisposition since my return, has prevented until now—I presume that
your intention is to give this piece a place in your Museum; but I am of opinion
that you will, upon examining its merits, be of the same mind with me, that it is
not worthy of a place in your useful publication—It is very prolix, & it appears
to me that the Author is not sufficiently acquainted with the subject upon which
he writes to afford useful information—He begins well upon the subject of Man-
ufactures; but reprobates Commerce (the pride & glory of a Nation) to a very
great degree.—I have procured the most of his pieces; which I would now for-
ward to you, but as I expect to be at Philada. in the course of a fortnight or 3
weeks, I will try to procure the remr. & bring them up with me for your perusal
& publication if you shall deem proper.

1. RC, Lea and Febiger Collection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

49. Thomas Rodney to Caesar A. Rodney
Poplar Grove, 10 January 1789 (excerpt)1

Read & Bassett are the Senators to Congress and Mr. Vining Seems likely to
be the Deligate but I have not heard from Sussex or New Castle—I find Myself
Most Agreable in retirement—Those that ventired Nothing in the Revolution
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May Try their hands now. I verry Much fear this New Scheme will Not be Suitable
to the Tempers, habits and various Interests of America, and yet I wish it May,
for of all National Misfortunes a fluctuating Government is productive of the
Most Evils. It leaves the Human Mind at liberty to persue So Many wild Schemes
of Interprize & Ambition, that every Noble Virtue and passion of the human
heart is degraded and Made Subservient to them. And all friendship, Security
peace and happyness vanishes of course.

You can inform Major Moore that the Whig party (Strictly Speaking) have not
a Major Voice in Any department of the Delaware Government except in the
Supreme Court: So low has the Wisdom of Timoleon reduced them in less than
three years. To Understand What is Meant by the Whig Party you Must be in-
formed that there is three parties throughout America. A Violent Whig Party; A
Violent Tory party, & a Revolution party. General Washington May be placed at
the head of this last party And it includes all those Patriotic friends to the Rev-
olution Whose love for the Welfare of their Country Supersedes all Violent pas-
sions and prejudices, this party is now rising up every day but has not arrived to
any Systematical form yet, and has only served hitherto to Moderate the Violent
Contests of the other two. In This State They Combined with the Wigs party ’Till
the Contracted Violence and Self Interested views of the Timoleons drove them
to the other Side. Which has Occasioned that great change in the Civil Govern-
ment of this State in a bout Two years, So that those who wholly had it then, are
now Wholly thrown out. And Shoud the Tory party Conduct their Measures with
the Same degree of Imprudence (which is not unlikely since they possess the
same violent passions and prejudices) they will experience the Same consiqu-
ences, for in a free State where the people Chuse their Rulers, they will change
them If their Rulers Make them unhappy by governing bad.—The Objects of a
True Patriot are To Protect and defend his Country against all foreign Attacks;
To protect the Citizens in their just rights and liberties, and guard them against
the Tyrany & Injustice of Government; To Comfort the unfortunate, and persue
Such Measures as will make the people happy and render the State great &
prosperous.

1. RC, The Papers of the Rodney Family, General Correspondence, Library of Congress.

50. Thomas Rodney to Alexander Hamilton
Poplar Grove, 10 February 17911

It is very True that I was not an advocate for the Fœderal Government being
adopted so soon altho I was very sensible of great defects in the Old confeder-
ation, Yet I was apprehensive it would be dangerous to Our Independance to
attempt Changing that principle of Government which had conducted us Safe
through the Revolution, because I was persuaded that the local attachment of
The people to their State governments would prevent their consenting to a Reg-
ular & Uniform General government and that if a partial form was Established
the peoples local attachment to their State government would operate Strongly
against it so as to render its Operations weak & in Effectual. I find in both
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Instances my apprehensions well founded. The States have deligated great pow-
ers to Congress but have reserved Enough to them selves to keep up their Old
local attachments and indeed to increase them. And we already see that the State
legislatures of Virginia and Pensylvania are attempting to control Congress in
the Exercise of their Constitutional powers, and as the locale Attachments of
the people will natur[ally] incline them to Side with their State governments,
[such] conduct however unconstitutional will have a Tendency to weaken the
general Government; for no resolut[ion] of the States unless agreed to by all
the States ought to have any Controle on the General Government. The Fœderal
powers being Established by all the States, cannot be constitutionally controled
by any number of them less than all. Therefore Such conduct in the Seperate
States Should have no Other weight with the general Legislature than as Coun-
sels Advising them to Consider the Subject, they Object to, with the greatest
wisdom and impartiality always giving, in their results, the general welfare of all
the States the preference.

Since all the S[t]ates have adopted the Fœderal Constitution and it is now the
Only existing principle of Union, The same reasons that induced me to be
against it now induce me as Strongly to support and maintain it. Being a firm
Unalterable friend to the Revolution; and believing that the Union of the States
is the Only thing that can secure their Independance for a long time; I consider
every measure that Indangers this Union as Adverse to the Welfare of America.
Therefore I was against the Fœderal Constitution on Account of the danger of
its having this Effect, but Since it has become the only principle of Union it is
plain that the same reason induces me to be a firm friend to it. And Certainly
every friend to the Liberty and Independance of America ought to consider the
Subject in this point of view. The Opinion and information of the Several States
would Certainly be of great use to the general government if Communicated in
a proper manner as advisce or Counsel but may have a very different Effect if
Couched in Terms of Censure. The legislature of Pensylvania for Instance Might
have advised Congress in the most friendly manner that they considered the
Excise Law as prejudicial to the Liberties of the peoples & desiring them if
posible to prefer Some other Subject of revenue that would answer their purpose
less adverse to the private liberty and rights of Individuals and without pointing
out what other Subject the legislature of that State prefered to the Excise. Such
Counsel as this would Not be adverse to, but useful to the general government.
There is no Law more adverse to the rights & liberty of a free people than excise
Laws for however gentle they be in their Commencement it will be found that
they Cannot be Executed without a great number of petty officers, and those
Officers vested with powers greatly adverse to the Liberty and private rights of
Individuals. I therefore as an Individual would prefer a Land Tax or poll Tax far
before an Excise. Yet perhaps the great Councils of the nation may be induced
by Sufficient considerations to think other wise. In England where the rights of
Individuals are more respected and better secured by the Laws than ever they
were in any other nation, they have long had excise Laws and altho the petty
officers of excise are vested with frightful powers yet if we may Judge by the quiet
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Acquiesence of the people the Exercise of them are not So adverse to the people
as the appearance of them Seem to indicate. Altho there is greater Objection to
excise Laws than to Imposts & duties on commerce yet there is the same reason
in Support of them. It is difficult to draw Sufficient revenues from the pepole
for the support of the government of a great nation by direct Taxation therefore
it is found necessary to apply to Subjects that afford it by indirect Taxation, and
upon this principle perhaps the Excise may be as necessary as the Impost. Yet in
my Own Opinion direct Taxation is absolutely necessary in every government
for this calls forth that information from Society which is necessary to direct the
Government; And I am fully convinced that the annual Support of the Civil
Government of every free State ought to be by direct Taxation; I mean the
Annual support of all the Civil Officers of Government. This is without doubt
an Essential principle in a free Government; How much further it might be
prudent to pursue direct Taxation must always depend on the wisdom of the
Legislature, and the information and Sentiments of the Community Which
would naturally flow on that Subject; beside if direct Taxation was felt and car-
ried as far as the people would Chuse to bare it according to the Exigences of
the Nation; they would the more willingly submit afterwards to indirect Taxation,
where more revenue was Necessary, and this in all probability is the True reason
that indirect Taxation is so quietly Acquiessed to in England. It therefore appears
advisable to Charge the Whole Support of Civil government on direct Taxation
and if the people did not Chuse to bare more in this way, then they would
naturally become Advocates for Indirect Taxation. I am therefore pursuaded that
to propose a Direct Land Tax and Poll Tax for the Support of Civil government
would Set the People right with respect to Taxation, for this would draw forth
the True Sentiments of the people towards what kind of Taxation they would
prefer, and for this reason every kind of Taxation ought to be pursued at the
same Time because the Sentiments of the people would then plainly direct the
Minister to those kind where they would Chuse he should Seek the most revenue.
A free people will always g[r]umble at every Species of Taxation but nevertheless
will always bare What appears Necessary to answer the purposes of government
if wisely conducted.

1. RC, Rodney Collection, Historical Society of Delaware.
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Appendix

Items Printed and Reprinted in Delaware Contained in
Commentaries on the Constitution: Public and Private, 1787–1788

Delaware Newspapers, 1787–88

Delaware Courant, Wilmington
Delaware Gazette, Wilmington

CC:No. Item/Delaware Reprints

CC:7 Providence United States Chronicle, 29 March 1787
Delaware Courant, 5 May

CC:26 Baltimore Maryland Gazette, 22 May 1787
Delaware Courant, 2 June

CC:27 New York Journal, 24 May 1787
Delaware Courant, 2 June

CC:30-F Reports of Constitutional Convention Proceedings
Pennsylvania Gazette, 18 July 1787

Delaware Courant, 21 July

CC:30-I Pennsylvania Herald, 28 July 1787
Delaware Courant, 4 August

CC:30-J Pennsylvania Herald, 8 August 1787
Delaware Courant, 11 August

CC:30-K Pennsylvania Herald, 15 August 1787
Delaware Courant, 18 August

CC:30-L Pennsylvania Gazette, 5 September 1787
Delaware Courant, 8 September

CC:51-B New Haven Gazette, 2 August 1787
Delaware Courant, 18 August

CC:66 Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 22 August 1787
Delaware Courant, 8 September

CC:72 Pennsylvania Gazette, 5 September 1787
Delaware Courant, 8 September

CC:96-A Delaware Gazette, 26 September 1787
No Delaware reprints

CC:100-A An American Citizen I: On the Federal Government
Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 26 September 1787

Delaware Gazette, 10 October
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CC:No. Item/Delaware Reprints

CC:109 An American Citizen II: On the Federal Government
Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 28 September 1787

Delaware Gazette, 17 October

CC:125-A The Address of the Seceding Pennsylvania Assemblymen
Broadside, 2 October 1787

Delaware Gazette, 17 October

CC:133 Centinel I
Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 5 October 1787

Delaware Gazette, 31 October

CC:156-A Meeting of Philadelphia Association of Baptist Churches
New York Packet, 12 October 1787

Delaware Gazette, 31 October

CC:505 A Freeman III
Pennsylvania Gazette, 6 February 1788

Delaware Gazette, 20 February (not extant)

CC:Volume 5 Delaware Gazette, 7 May 1788
Appendix I No Delaware reprints
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Index

Adams, John (Braintree, Mass.): Defence of
the Constitutions, 78

Agriculture: mutually dependent on sci-
ence and manufactures, 76

Alden, Roger (New York City/Lebanon,
Conn.)

—letter from, 55
Amendments to Constitution: Va. will

recommend, 7. See also Constitution,
U.S.

Antifederalists: accused of instigating
civil unrest, 5; acquiescence of, 80–81;
fail to stop Pa. ratification of Constitu-
tion, 55; fear Constitution will favor
wealthy and military, 74–75; fear Consti-
tution will polarize upper and lower
classes, 78–79; from Pa. send pamphlets
to Del. officials, 56; poem containing
sentiment of, 41–44

Aristocracy: Constitution favors, 74. See
also Government, debate over nature of;
Monarchy; Rich vs. poor

Army: soldiers will benefit from Constitu-
tion, 74. See also Cincinnati, Society of
the; Military

Articles of Confederation: inefficiency
of, 77; is dead, 5; judiciary defective in,
44

Asbury, Francis (Del.)
—journal of, 15
Associators: and Sussex Co. election tur-

moil, 20, 33. See also Political parties;
Whigs

Atkins, Israel (Sussex Co., Del.): elected
to Assembly, 11, 13, 47, 59; as witness of
Sussex Co. elections, 59, 62, 63, 70

Atkinson, Isaac (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 47, 63

Baning, John (Kent Co., Del.): in Coun-
cil, 24, 25, 29, 61

Barker, Joseph (Kent Co., Del.): pay for,
52

Bassett, Richard (Kent Co., Del.):
elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52; elected U.S. Senator, 79

Batson, Thomas (Sussex Co., Del.): as
witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 71

Beauchamp, Isaac (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 47

Bedford, Gunning, Jr. (New Castle Co.,
Del.): elected Convention delegate, 48;
pay for, 52

Bedford, Gunning, Sr. (New Castle Co.,
Del.): elected Convention delegate, 48;
pay for, 52

Black, James (New Castle Co., Del.):
elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52

—letter from, 44–45
Booth, James (New Castle Co., Del.): as

Assembly clerk, 31n, 37, 69, 70, 72n
Bratton, Anthony (Sussex Co., Del.): as

witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 71
Bratton, James (Sussex Co., Del.): as wit-

ness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 71
Broadsides, Pamphlets, and Books:

John Adams, Defence of the Constitu-
tions, 78; Timoleon (James Tilton), Bio-
graphical History of Dionysius, 78. See
also Newspapers; Political and legal writ-
ers and writings

Broom, Jacob (New Castle Co., Del.)
—letters from, 73, 79
—letters to cited, 73, 79
Broughton, James (Sussex Co., Del.): as

witness of Sussex Co. elections, 61
“Brutus”: criticism of, 79; text of, 75–77
Buchannan, James (Sussex Co., Del.): as

witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 61
Bucker, Joseph (Kent Co., Del.): elected

Convention delegate, 48

Cadwalader, Lambert (Hunterdon Co.,
N.J.)

—letter from, 6
—letter from
Cannon, Jeremiah (Sussex Co., Del.):

elected to Assembly, 57, 66, 67; in As-
sembly, 61

Capital, U.S.: Del. House proposes ces-
sion of land for, 36
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Carey, Ely (Sussex Co., Del.): summoned
to testify, 21, 25, 34

Carey, Mathew (Philadelphia)
—letters from cited, 75, 79
—letters to, 75, 79
Cincinnati, Society of the: Constitution

favored by, 74
Class Division: Great Britain’s role in

perpetuating, 76; is a reality that govern-
ment needs to recognize, 78–79

Clayton, John (Del.): on Privy Council,
8

Clayton, John E. (Del.): clerk of Coun-
cil, 70

Clayton, Joshua (New Castle Co., Del.):
in Assembly, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 34, 35,
63, 66

Clowes, John (Sussex Co., Del.): as wit-
ness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70

Collins, John (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 24, 34, 59, 61, 70

Collins, Thomas (Kent Co., Del.): sent
Antifederalist literature from Philadel-
phia, 56; on Privy Council, 8

—message of, 60
—proclamation of, 8
Commerce: domestic manufacturing must

dominate, 75–77; the pride and glory of
a nation, 79. See also Economic condi-
tions under the Confederation

Connecticut: favors ratification, 7
Constitution, U.S.: transmitted to Del.

Convention, 34
—described as metaphor: a cure, 74; new

scheme, 80; new system, 7
See also Amendments to Constitution
Constitutional Convention: state ex-

penses for Del. delegates to, 5
Cook, John (Kent Co., Del.): in Council,

20, 25, 29, 61
Cooper, Isaac (Sussex Co., Del.): pay for,

52
Corruption: Del. legislature accused of,

2–4; increases under political parties, 5
Coston, Stephen (Sussex Co., Del.): as

witness of Sussex Co. elections, 61
Coulter, Thomas (Sussex Co., Del.): as

witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 62,
71

Coverdale, Jacob (Sussex Co., Del.): as
witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70

Coxe, Tench (Philadelphia): as author of
“A Freeman,” 73, 73n; “A Pennsylvania,”
73

—letter from cited, 73
—letters to, 73, 73n
Craig, Edward (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-

moned to testify, 21, 25, 34
Craig, Frederick (Wilmington, Del.):

paid for printing services, 69
Crooks, Benjamin (Del.): pay for, 53
Cummins, Daniel, Sr. (Kent Co., Del.):

elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52

Dane, Nathan (Beverly, Mass.)
—letter to, 7
Davis, Davidson (Sussex Co., Del./Md.)
—letter from, 75
—letters to cited, 75
Davis, Jehu (Kent Co., Del.): in Assembly,

16, 20, 21, 22, 23; as Assembly Speaker,
24, 26, 30, 32n, 34, 35, 37, 40, 58–59

Debt, U.S.: federal requisitions and, 2–4.
See also Requisitions

Debts, State: owed to Delawareans from
Revolution, 2. See also Requisitions

Deep Creek Furnace. See Vaughan’s Fur-
nace

Delaware: commentaries on Del. ratifica-
tion of Constitution, 53–56; favors Con-
stitution, 6, 7, 53–54

Delaware Constitution (1776), 1
Delaware Convention: certificate of rat-

ification of Constitution by, 50–51;
Constitution transmitted to, 34; Del.
Council calls for, 27–28; Del. House
calls election for, 36–37; expenses of,
52–53; proceedings of presented to
Del. General Assembly, 60; resolution
calling, 27–28; ratifies Constitution, 50–
51, 54, 55; Sussex Co. petitions for
prompt calling of, 36

Delaware Declaration of Rights, 1
Delaware General Assembly: accused of

corruption, 2–4; petitions from New
Castle Co. to, 9

Delaware House of Assembly: act for al-
tering quorum of, 15, 17–19, 32, 37;
proceedings of, 15–17, 19–22, 23–26,
28, 29–30, 31, 57–61, 62–63, 65–68,
69–73; proposes cession of land for fed-
eral capital, 36

—and Sussex Co.: act altering place of
election in 26, 29, 39–40; expenses for
summoning witnesses of election con-
troversy, 37–38; indentures of election
in, 13–14; investigation of 15 Oct. 1787
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election controversy by, 15–17, 32–36;
investigation of 26 Nov. 1787 election
controversy by, 48–49, 57–73; list of wit-
nesses called to testify on election of 26
Nov., 70–71; message to Del. Council by
regarding election of 26 Nov. 1787, 68;
petitions from protesting 15 Oct. 1787
election, 15, 23, 26, 33–34; reads peti-
tions regarding 26 Nov. 1787 election
controversy, 57–58, 62; resolution to
void 15 Oct. 1787 election, 25–26; reso-
lution validating 26 Nov. 1787 election,
66–67; sheriff of appears before, 19–
20, 22, 32–33, 60, 64; witnesses testi-
mony concerning election of 26 Nov.
1787, 71–72; writ for new election of
representatives, 30; petitions from pro-
testing 26 Nov. 1787 election, 48, 57–
58, 62, 67, 69; petition from to move
county seat, 1

See also Delaware Legislative Council; Dela-
ware Privy Council; Elections

Delaware Legislative Council: pro-
ceedings of, 17, 18–19, 23, 24, 25, 27–
29, 30–31, 31n, 61–62, 63–65, 67, 68–
69

—and Sussex Co.: on change of location
of election in, 30–31; dismisses petition
from claiming undue election, 69; in-
dentures of election in on 15 Oct. 1787,
13–15; indentures of election for 26
Nov. 1787, 47–48; message from Del.
House regarding election of 26 Nov.
1787, 68; 26 Nov. 1787 election of
members to, 61; testimony read regard-
ing 26 Nov. 1787 election controversy,
68, 71–72

See also Delaware House of Assembly;
Delaware Privy Council; Elections

Delaware President: proclamation by to
protect elections, 8. See also Collins,
Thomas

Delaware Privy Council: advises Del.
president on proclamation to protect
elections, 8; deposes sheriff of Sussex
Co. regarding 1 Oct. 1787 election tur-
moil, 8. See also Delaware House of As-
sembly; Delaware Legislative Council;
Elections

Depreciation Certificates: accusations
of state corruption regarding, 2–4

Derrickson, Joseph (Sussex Co., Del.):
deposition on elections, 48–49; as wit-
ness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70

Dickinson, Edmund (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 47

Dickinson, John (Wilmington, New Cas-
tle Co., Del.): sent Mass. newspapers, 73

—letter from, 6
Dorman, John Sheldon (Sussex Co.,

Del.), 39
Dover, Del.: as site of Del. Convention,

27, 28
Duff, Thomas (New Castle Co., Del.):

elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52

Economic Conditions under the Con-
federation: crippled by shortage of do-
mestic manufactures, 75–77. See also
Commerce; Debt, U.S.; Debts, state;
Manufactures

Edenfield, William (Sussex Co., Del.): as
witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 63, 70

Edgar, Henry (Sussex Co., Del.): as wit-
ness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 61, 70

Edgar, Henry, Jr. (Sussex Co., Del.): as
witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70

Elections
—and Sussex Co.: act altering location of,

26, 29, 39–40; Del. House calls election
for Del. Convention, 36–37; Del. House
calls new election for, 39–40; Del.
House validates 26 Nov. 1787 election,
66–67; Del. House voids 15 Oct. 1787
election, 35–36; indentures of election
in 15 Oct. 1787, 13–15; indentures of
election for 26 Nov. 1787, 47–48; inves-
tigation of 1 Oct. 1787 election contro-
versy, 8; investigation of 15 Oct. 1787
election controversy, 15–17, 19–26, 32–
36, 39–40; investigation of 26 Nov. 1787
election controversy, 48–49, 57–73; ir-
regularities in delegate election to Del.
Convention, 41; petitions protesting
15 Oct. 1787 election, 15, 23, 26, 33–34;
petitions protesting 26 Nov. 1787 elec-
tion, 48, 57–58, 62, 67, 69; votes cast for
26 Nov. 1787 election, 45–47; writ for
electing representatives, 30

See also Delaware House of Assembly;
Delaware Legislative Council; Delaware
Privy Council

Emoluments Clause: take priority over
the public good, 5

English, James (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 24, 34; physically
beaten in Sussex Co. elections, 20
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Europe: U.S. must restrict manufactures
from, 75–77. See also Great Britain

Evans, Jehu (Sussex Co., Del.): as witness
of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70

Evans, Thomas (New Castle Co., Del.): in
Assembly, 17, 20, 21, 22, 34, 35, 66, 67

Evans, Thomas (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 25, 34; physically
beaten in Sussex Co. elections, 39, 48,
49; pay for, 52

Excises: are problematic yet necessary, 81,
82

Factions: a disease inherited from Great
Britain, 76. See also Political parties

Foreign Affairs: domestic manufactures
must replace foreign imports, 76–77. See
also Foreign opinion of the U.S.

Foreign Opinion of the U.S.: Constitu-
tion will raise, 77. See also Foreign affairs

Forest, Antoine de la (France)
—letter from, 54
Franklin, Benjamin (Philadelphia), 43,

44
“A Freeman” (Tench Coxe): text of, 73

Gates, Horatio (Berkeley Co., Va.), 43,
44

General Welfare: as goal of patriotism,
80; special interests overshadow, 78; po-
litical parties seek victory at expense of,
5. See also Happiness

Gibbs, Caleb (Boston)
—letter from cited, 73
Gordon, John (Kent Co., Del.): in Assem-

bly, 18, 20, 21, 22, 32, 34, 35, 57, 60, 63,
66

Government, Debate over Nature of:
every class should be represented in leg-
islature, 78–79; a fluctuating govern-
ment produces evils, 78, 80; monarchy is
the most natural form of government,
78–79. See also Aristocracy; Monarchy;
Republican form of government

Governments, Ancient and Modern: an-
cient republics favored nobles and
knights, 74. See also Europe; Great Brit-
ain

Grantham, Isaac (New Castle Co., Del.):
in Assembly, 20, 21–22, 24, 29, 34, 35,
57, 59, 60, 63, 66

Grayson, William (Prince William Co.,
Va.)

—letter from, 6

Great Britain: class prejudice inherited
from, 76; excise laws in, 81, 82; U.S.
must restrict manufactures from, 75–77.
See also Europe; Governments, ancient
and modern

Hall, David (Sussex Co., Del.): as witness
of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 62, 63, 70

Hall, William (Sussex Co., Del.): pay for,
52

Hamilton, Alexander (New York City)
—letter to, 80–82
Happiness: suffers from a fluctuating gov-

ernment, 80. See also General welfare
Harper, Joseph (Del.): as Assembly ser-

geant at arms, 17, 21, 31n, 32, 35–36,
58–59, 62–63, 72n; expenses for sum-
moning witnesses, 37–38

Harrison, William (Sussex Co., Del.):
summoned to testify, 21, 34; deposition
of, 38–39

Havelo, Daniel (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 25, 34

Hayes, John (Sussex Co., Del.): testifies
before Assembly, 22, 35

Hayes, Nathaniel (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 19, 30, 57, 66, 67;
in Assembly, 57

Hazzard, Cord (Sussex Co., Del.), 39
Hazzard, Hap (Sussex Co., Del.): elected

to Assembly, 57, 66, 67; in Assembly, 57
“Helvidius Priscus” ( James Warren?):

text of, 55
Holland, Israel (Sussex Co., Del.): pay

for, 52; as witness of Sussex Co. elec-
tions, 59, 71

Hollingsworth, Levi (Philadelphia)
—letter to, 44–45
Horsey, Isaac (Sussex Co., Del.): elected

to Council, 47, 61, 64, 65; in Council,
69

Howard, Nehemiah (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 47, 48

Human Nature: generally averse to ab-
stract thinking, 77. See also Factions

Hurly, Levin (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 23, 34

Hurt, William (Sussex Co., Del.): as wit-
ness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 61, 70

Husk, William (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 23, 34

Immigration: domestic manufactures will
encourage, 76
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Ingram, John (Sussex Co., Del.): pay for,
52

Insurrections, Domestic: Antifederalists
accused of fomenting unrest, 5; in-
creased tensions in Md. over paper
money, 1–2

Interests, Personal: laws too often favor,
78. See also Factions; Political parties

Irwin, William (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 35

Jackson, Mr. (Sussex Co., Del.): and tur-
moil in Sussex Co. elections, 49

James, John (New Castle Co., Del.): elected
Convention delegate, 48; pay for, 52

Jefferson, Thomas (Albemarle Co., Va./
France)

—letters to, 7, 54, 55
Johns, Kensey [Kinsey] (New Castle Co.,

Del.): elected Convention delegate, 48;
pay for, 52

Johnson, Samuel William (Bermuda)
—letter to, 55
Jones, John (Sussex Co., Del.): pay for,

52; as witness of Sussex Co. elections,
59, 70

Judiciary, Delaware: complaint of
wasted court expenses, 5

Kennedy, Bartholomew (Sussex Co.,
Del.): as witness of Sussex Co. elections,
59, 61, 71

Kent County, Del.: Del. representatives
elected from, 57

King, Rufus (Newburyport, Mass./New
York City)

—letter to, 54
Knox, Henry (Boston/New York City)
—letters from, 7
—letter to, 55
Kollack, Simon (Sussex Co., Del.): con-

tested election of, 28; as witness of Sus-
sex Co. elections, 59, 62, 63, 70, 72

Labor: diminishing dignity of, 76
Latimer, Henry (New Castle Co., Del.):

in Assembly, 20, 21, 22, 24, 26, 29, 34,
35, 57, 60, 63, 66

Latimer, James (New Castle Co., Del.):
elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52, 53n

Laws: in flux are injurious, 78
Laws, Alexander (Sussex Co., Del.): in

Council, 32, 61

Laws, John (Sussex Co., Del.): pay for,
52

Laws, Thomas (Sussex Co., Del.): under-
sheriff for Sussex Co., 18, 19–20, 21–
22, 25, 29, 31, 32–22; pay for, 52; as
witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 63,
70

Lewes, Del., 15 Oct. 1787 Sussex Co. elec-
tion in, 9–17, 19–26, 33–34, 38–40; pe-
tition to move county seat from, 1. See
also Sussex Co., Del.

Lindon, Zadoc (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 25, 34

Lloyd, Edward (Talbot Co., Md.)
—letter to, 6

M’Call, Mark (Kent Co., Del.): in Assem-
bly, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, 34, 35, 57,
60, 61, 63, 66

McComb, Eleazer (Del.): on Privy Coun-
cil, 8; auditor’s account, 69–30

McDonough, Thomas (New Castle Co.,
Del.): as Council Speaker, 24, 25, 29, 31,
37, 40, 61

McLane [M’Lane], Allen (Kent Co.,
Del.): elected Convention delegate, 48;
pay for, 52

Madison, James (Orange Co., Va.)
—letters from, 6, 7, 54
Manlove, George (Kent Co., Del.): elected

Convention delegate, 48; pay for, 52
Manufactures: are mutually dependent

on agriculture and science, 76; impor-
tance of domestic, 75–77. See also Com-
merce

Mariner, Robert (Sussex Co., Del.): as
witness of Sussex Co. elections, 61

Maryland: factions dispute over paper
money in, 1–2; favors ratification, 6; un-
known prospects for ratification, 7

Massachusetts: favors ratification, 7, 55;
will not ratify, 7; ratifies Constitution,
73–74

Massey, William (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 57, 66, 67; in As-
sembly, 60–61

Maxwell, Solomon (New Castle Co.,
Del.): elected Convention delegate, 48;
pay for, 52

May, Thomas (New Castle Co., Del.): in
Assembly, 20, 21, 22, 24, 34, 35, 57, 60,
63, 66

Military: Constitution will benefit, 74. See
also Army; Cincinnati, Society of the
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Miller, Joseph (Del.): attorney for Sussex
petitioners, 60, 63, 64, 64–65

Mitchell, George (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 19, 30, 57, 66, 67;
in Assembly, 69

Mitchell, Nathaniel (Sussex Co., Del.):
turmoil in Sussex election, 48, 58

Mitchell, William Clayton (Sussex
Co., Del.): as witness of Sussex Co. elec-
tions, 59, 62, 63, 71

Monarchy: every government inclines to-
ward, 78–79; Constitution implies pres-
ent danger of, 74; would be ideal if
men were virtuous, 78. See also Aristoc-
racy; Government, debate over nature
of; Great Britain

Montmorin, Comte de (France)
—letters to, 54
Moore, William (Sussex Co., Del.): pay

for, 52
Morgan, Joshua (Sussex Co., Del.): as

witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70
Morris, Bevin (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-

moned to testify, 21, 25, 34

Neill [Niell], Henry (Sussex Co., Del.):
as witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70

New Castle County, Del.: petition to
Del. Assembly from, 9; Del. representa-
tives elected, 57

New Jersey: doubtful it will ratify Consti-
tution, 7; favors Constitution, 6, 7, 55;
ratifies Constitution, 55, 56

New York: favors Constitution, 6; will not
ratify Constitution, 6. See also Antifeder-
alists

Newspapers: reports House of Assembly
proceedings, 32–37

Connecticut Newspapers
—American Mercury : printed, 54

Delaware Newspapers
—Delaware Gazette : printed, 2–4, 5, 15,

32–37, 75–77; quoted, 75; cited, 37n,
73n, 77n

Georgia Newspapers
—Gazette of Georgia : printed, 55

Massachusetts and Maine Newspapers
—Independent Chronicle : printed, 54, 55
—Massachusetts Centinel : printed, 54

New York Newspapers
—New York Journal : printed, 293

Pennsylvania Newspapers
—Freeman’s Journal : printed, 75–77
—Pennsylvania Gazette : printed, 6, 73–

74
See also Broadsides, pamphlets, and books
North Carolina: criticism of plantation

owners from, 76

Old Furnace (Vaughan’s Furnace),
Del.: Sussex Co. election of 26 Nov.
1787 at, 45–73; Sussex Co. polling place
moved to, 30–31, 39–40

Otis, Samuel A. (Boston)
—letter from, 7
Otto, Louis-Guillaume (France)
—letter from, 54

Paper Money: dispute over in Md., 1–2.
See also Economic conditions under the
Confederation

Parke, John
—letter to, 41–45
Parker, John (Sussex Co., Del.): testifies

before Assembly, 22, 35
Patriotism: description of, 80
Peery, William (Sussex Co., Del.):

elected to Assembly, 19, 30; as election
inspector, 20; testifies before Assembly,
22; as witness of Sussex Co. elections,
61, 63

Pennsylvania: divided on ratification of
Constitution, 6; favors Constitution, 54,
55; influence on U.S. Congress by, 81;
ratifies Constitution, 55, 56

Petitions: to cede Del. land for federal
capital, 36; to move Sussex Co. county
seat from Lewes, 1; from New Castle Co.
to General Assembly, 9; for prompt call-
ing of Convention, 36; protesting Sus-
sex Co. 26 Nov. 1787 election, 48, 57–
58, 62, 67, 69; protesting Sussex Co. 15
Oct. 1787 election, 15, 23, 26, 33–34.
See also Delaware House of Assembly;
Delaware Legislative Council

Pickering, John (Salem, Mass.)
—letter to, 55
Pickering, Timothy (Luzerne Co., Pa./

Salem, Mass.)
—letter from, 55
Poetry: by Thomas Rodney, 41–44
Political and Legal Writers and

Writings: John Adams, Defence of the
Constitutions, 78; “Timoleon” ( James Til-
ton), Biographical History of Dionysius, 2–
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4, 79, 80. See also Broadsides, pamphlets,
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Political Conditions under the Arti-
cles of Confederation: Constitution
will protect against anarchy, 74

Political Parties: description of Ameri-
can, 80; seek victory over public good, 5.
See also Tories; Whigs

Polk, Charles (Sussex Co., Del.): elected
to Assembly, 19, 20, 30, 57, 66, 67; in As-
sembly, 21, 57; and election turmoil, 57

Polk, Daniel (Sussex Co., Del.): in Coun-
cil, 25, 29, 61

Polk, James (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 23, 34

Polk, Trusten Laws (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 47, 48

Pollock, James (Sussex Co., Del.): rioter
in elections, 39

Pope, Charles (Del.): on Privy Council, 8
Porter, Alexander (New Castle Co.,

Del.): in Assembly, 16, 20, 21, 22, 34,
35

Powders, John (Sussex Co., Del.): as wit-
ness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70

Powel, Samuel (Philadelphia)
—letter from, 6
—letter to, 56
Pseudonyms: Brutus, 75–77; A Freeman

(Tench Coxe), 73; Helvidius Priscus
( James Warren?), 55; Timoleon ( James
Tilton), 2–4, 79, 80

Public Creditors: Del. legislature ac-
cused of fraud against, 2–4. See also
Debt, U.S.; Debts, state

Quakers: as examples of self-sufficiency,
76

Ratification, Procedure for: will not be
speedy, 7

Ratification, Prospects for: Del. favors,
6, 7, 53–54; Conn. favors, 7; Md. favors,
6; Md. unknown, 7; Mass. favors, 7, 55;
Mass. will not ratify, 7; N.H. favors, 7,
55; N.J. doubtful, 7; N.J. favors, 6, 7, 55;
N.Y. favors, 6; N.Y. will not ratify, 6; Pa.
divided, 6; Pa. favors, 54, 55; R.I. will
not ratify, 7; Va. favors with amend-
ments, 7

Raymond, James (Kent Co., Del.): in As-
sembly, 20, 21, 22, 26, 34, 35, 57, 60, 63

Read, Edmond (Sussex Co., Del.): as wit-
ness of Sussex Co. elections, 63

Read, George (New Castle Co., Del.): in
Council, 25, 29, 61; elected U.S. Sena-
tor, 79

—letter to, 6
Read, John (Sussex Co., Del.): as witness

of Sussex Co. elections, 58–59, 62
Read, Nehemiah (Sussex Co., Del.): as

witness of Sussex Co. elections, 21, 24,
34, 59, 70

Reed, Edmond (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-
moned to testify, 21, 25, 34
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to testify, 21, 25, 34

Republican Form of Government: has
historically involved nobles and knights,
4; needs virtue, 4. See also Government,
debate over nature of

Requisitions: and Del. legislature corrup-
tion allegation, 2–4. See also Debt, U.S.;
Taxation

Revell, John (Kent Co., Del.): in Assem-
bly, 20, 21, 22, 23, 34, 35, 57, 60, 63, 66

Revolution Party: description of, 80
Rhode Island: will not ratify Constitution,

7
Rich vs. Poor: influence of Great Britain

on class division, 76
Ridgely, Abraham (Del.)
—letter to, 5
Ridgely, Nicholas (Kent Co., Del.):

elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52

—letter from, 5
Riding (Reading), Stephen (Sussex Co.,

Del.): summoned to testify, 21, 25, 34
Robinson, Thomas (New Castle Co.,

Del.): in Assembly, 18, 20, 21, 22, 24, 28,
32, 34, 35, 57, 60, 63, 66

Rochambeau, Comte de (France)
—letter to, 55
Rodney, Caesar A. (New Castle Co., Del.)
—letters from cited, 77
—letters to, 77–79
Rodney, Thomas (Kent Co., Del.): in As-

sembly, 16, 17, 21, 31n, 35, 37, 57, 60,
63, 66

—letters from, 74–75, 77–79, 79–80, 80–
82; with long poem, 41–45n

—letters to cited, 77

Science: depends on agriculture and man-
ufactures, 76

Shankland, Rhoads (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 19, 30, 57, 66, 67;
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in Assembly, 57, 60; and election tur-
moil, 57, 67, 68

Shippen, Thomas Lee (Philadelphia/Eu-
rope)

—letter to, 53
Shippen, William, Jr. (Philadelphia)
—letter from, 53
Short, William (Surry Co., Va./France)
—letters to, 6
Slavery: criticism of Carolinian planta-

tion owners and, 76
Smith, Richard (Kent Co., Del.): elected

Convention delegate, 48; pay for, 52
Smith, William (Sussex Co., Del.): sum-

moned to testify, 21, 25, 34
South Carolina: criticism of plantation

owners from, 76
Sovereignty: of states is preserved by

Union, 81; of states threatens federal
government, 80–81

Spicer, Elsey (Sussex Co., Del.), 21, 25, 34
States, Impact of Constitution on:

who do not ratify Constitution will re-
sign to eternal infamy, 77

Stockley, Woodman (Sussex Co., Del.):
pay for, 52

Stuart, Archibald (Augusta Co., Va.)
—letter to, 53
Sussex County, Del.: act altering place

of election in, 30–31, 39–40; economic
and political instability in, 75; inden-
tures of elections in, 13–15; 1 Oct. 1787
election controversy in, 8; 15 Oct. 1787
election controversy in, 15–17, 19–26,
32–36, 39–40; 26 Nov. 1787 election
controversy in, 48–49, 57–73; petitions
protesting 15 Oct. 1787 election, 15, 23,
26, 33–34; petitions protesting 26 Nov.
1787 election, 48, 57–58, 62, 67, 69; pe-
tition to move county seat from Lewes,
1; representatives elected from in 26
Nov. 1787 election, 57, 61; resolution
validating 26 Nov. 1787 election in, 66–
67; votes cast for election of 26 Nov.
1787, 45–47; writ for electing represen-
tatives from, 30

Sykes, James (Kent Co., Del.): elected
Convention delegate, 48; pay for, 52

Taxation: Del. legislature corruption alle-
gation and, 2–4; excise tax, 81, 82; a
free people will always grumble at, 82;
need for direct and indirect, 81–82. See
also Requisitions

Tennant, John (Sussex Co., Del.): elected
to Assembly, 19, 30, 33

Tilton, James (Kent Co., Del.): in Coun-
cil, 19, 24, 25, 29, 61; as leader of “Ti-
moleon” faction, 79n, 79–80

“Timoleon” ( James Tilton): Biographical
History of Dionysius, 79, 80; newspaper
text of, 2–4

Tories: description of, 80; referenced in
poem, 41; riot in Sussex Co. reported
between Whigs and, 73. See also Monar-
chy

Truitt, George (Kent Co., Del.): elected
Convention delegate, 48; pay for, 52

Trusham, James (Sussex Co., Del.): rioter
at elections, 39

Union: will preserve state sovereignty, 81

Van Dyke, Nicholas (New Castle Co.,
Del.): in Council, 67

Vaughan, William (Sussex Co., Del.): as
witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 71

Vaughan’s Furnace, Del. See Old Fur-
nace (Vaughan’s Furnace), Del.

Vining, John (Kent Co., Del.): in Assem-
bly, 18, 20, 21, 22, 24, 26, 32, 34, 35, 57,
60, 63, 66, 68; elected U.S. Representa-
tive, 79
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election, 15, 17, 33, 39, 40; riot reported
between Whigs and Tories in Sussex
Co., 73; threatened at 26 Nov. 1787 Sus-
sex Co. election, 57–58; threatened
over paper money, 1. See also Insurrec-
tions, domestic

Virginia: favors Constitution with amend-
ments, 7; U.S. Congress influenced by
legislature of, 81

Virtue: is degraded by fluctuations in gov-
ernment, 80

Wadsworth, Jeremiah (Hartford, Conn.)
—letter from, 54
Waller, Nathaniel (Sussex Co., Del.): as

witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 63,
70

Waples, Burton (Sussex Co., Del.): as
witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59, 70

Waples, Nathaniel (Sussex Co., Del.):
elected to Assembly, 19, 20, 30, 63

Warren, James (Milton, Mass.)
—letter to, 7
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Washington, George (Fairfax Co., Va.):
as commander in chief, 41, 42, 43, 44;
at head of patriotic “party,” 80

—letters from, 55, 56
—letters to, 6, 7
Wattson, Thomas (New Castle Co., Del.):

elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52

Way, Nicholas (New Castle Co., Del.):
elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52

Whigs: declining influence of in Del.
government, 80; description of, 80;
poem referencing, 41–44; riot in Sus-
sex Co. reported between Tories and,
73; Sussex Co. election controversy
and, 49

White, Edward (Kent Co., Del.):
elected Convention delegate, 48; pay
for, 52

White, John (Del.): payment as Conven-
tion clerk, 53, 53n

Wiley, James (Sussex Co., Del.), 38–39
Willey, Solomon (Sussex Co., Del.):

elected to Assembly, 48
Wiltbank, Cornelius (Sussex Co., Del.):

as witness of Sussex Co. elections, 59,
61, 70

Wiltbank, John (Sussex Co., Del.): takes
deposition, 39

Wright, Peter Fretwell (Sussex Co.,
Del.): as sheriff, 8, 13, 17, 19, 22, 30,
31n, 32n, 32, 35, 47, 58, 60, 62, 63,
64
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1. Folder 181, Convention to Ratify the Constitution of the United States—1787, General Reference Collection, Division 
of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Department of State. 
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1. Timoleon [James Tilton], The Biographical History of Dionysius, Tyrant of Delaware, Addressed to the People of the 
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