Captain Jenks

As sung by

John Muench
08-23-1946 Lancaster, WI
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Verse 1. Verse 6.

Slip your partner right and left,
Join your hands and ‘round t’ the left.

Verse 2.
First lady out t’ the right of the ring,
Swing Mr. Jinks and Mrs. Jinks,
Now the captain of the Army.

Verse 3.
Now ont’ the next,
Swing Mr. Jinks and Mrs. Jinks,
Now the captain of the Army.

Verse 4.
Ont’ the next,
Swing Mr. Jinks and Mrs. Jinks,
Now the captain of the Army.

Verse 5.
On t’ the next,
Swing Mr. Jinks and Mrs. Jinks,
Now the captain of the Army.

Places all and allemande all,
All around the Beetown Hall.
(or — All around the Calloway Hall.)

Verse 7.
Second couple out t’ the right of the ring,
Swing Mr. Jinks and Mrs. Jinks,
Now the captain of the Army.

Verse 8.
Third couple out t’ the right of the ring,
Swing Mr. Jinks and Mrs. Jinks,
Now the captain of the Army.

Verse 9.
Last couple out t’ the right of the ring,
Swing Mr. Jinks and Mrs. Jinks,
Now the captain of the Army.

Transcription and lyrics from the Helene Stratman-Thomas Collection.
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Critical Commentary

HST notes:
In the Professional Papers series:
Called by John Muench, age 61, Lancaster, 1946.

Popular songs of earlier periods are still part of the repertoire of square dance
musicians. Captain Jinks was first sung to American audiences in 1868 by the London musical
comedy star, William Lindgard, who wrote the words. The song has been used for both play
party games and square dances in Wisconsin.

In his instructions for the allemande, Mr. Muench made a practice of inserting the name
of the hall in which the dance was being held.

[Handwritten notes with no credits or explanation]:

I remember these verses being used at play parties in Dodgeville.
When Captain Jenks comes home at night

He claps his hands with all his might

Salute your partners once and a half

For that’s the style of the army.

Promenade all around the hall,

Around the hall, around the hall

Promenade all around the hall

For that’s the style of the army

When Captain Jenks comes home at night

He swings his lady to the right

Salute your partners once and a half,

For that’s the style of the army

My grandfather had a close friend by the name of Captain Jeungst (the English called him Jenks)
and | assume the song was about him.

Editor’s notes:

Helene Stratman-Thomas spells this name either “Jinks” or “Jenks” at different times in her
fieldnotes and lyric transcriptions. This song was popular in the Civil War era, and was often a
play party game (Randolph 355). Vance Randolph describes the game: “The players ‘ring up’ to
form one large circle, made up of alternate boys and girls, so that each girl stands at her partner’s
left. All girls step to the right as the first line is sung, and at the second line each stands still
while her partner dances around her. When the third line is sung everybody swings, and at the
fourth they all promenade to their original positions in the circle” (Randolph 355).

Alternate titles/related songs: “Captain Jinks.”
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K.G.
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