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Wisconsin State Crop Report. 

April 15, 1903. 

The crop prospects for the season of 1903, as indicated by 

soil conditions, state of farm work, and condition of those crops 

liable to be affected by winter killing, are excellent. The abun- 

dance of rain that has fallen during the spring is none too much 5 

to meet soil requirements, and, while the ground is just now 

too wet for handling, a few warm dry days will put it in the 

best condition for seeding. Considerable plowing has been 

done in the southern half of the state, and upon light soils, 

seeding is wel] advanced; while in the northern half of the 

state and upon heavy soils elsewhere, spring work is not far 

advanced. As a whole, farm work is not as forward as it was 

at this date last season, less plowing having been done last fall 

than in the fail of 1901. Farm labor is searee and high. The 

acreage of clover sown last season was exceptionally large, and Z 

the condition at date is usually reported as excellent, the great- 

est loss occurring from being smothered by lodged grain with 

which it was sown. The importance of a full crop of clover, 

to the Wisconsin farmer, can hardly be overestimated, and 

will be highly appreciated in southern Wisconsin, where there 

hus been a failure to secure a stand for several seasons last 

past. Winter grains are also little injured by freezing, though * 

the acreage of both wheat and rye has fallen off quite decidedly 

from last season. 

Very few localities in the state any longer sow a large acreage : 

of winter wheat, and the raising of rye, except in localities es- 

pecially adapted’ to its growth, seems to be losing ground. 

Reports received show a loss in acreage from 1902 of 20 

- ,
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per cent. in rye and 40 per cent. in winter wheat. The gen- 

: ‘ eral condition of farm animals is reported as good, with no more 

than the usual amount of disease peculiar to the various classes. 

Prices of farm products are in no eases as high as a year 

ago, though now selling at fairly remunerative figures. In the 

reports of prices given below we have omitted returns from 

those counties of the state that raise little more than is required 

for home consumption. Average prices, in farmers’ hands, are 

as follows: 

Wheat ....... .........65 cents per bushel 
Rye ..... .............45 cents per. bushel 
Oats ............. .....30 cents per bushel 
Barley .......... ......46 cents per bushel 
COMM o6 ees eess cess 46 Comite per. bughel 
Potatoes .......... .....31 cents per bushel 

Tame hay 22/2)... ss. 5. 80.00 per tom 

Dairy butter .............22 cents per pound 
Wee 53. = oe oletieeaycc 3-12 cents per dozen 

The report to be issued May 15 will give the crop acreage 

for the coming season. 
Jonun M. True, 

Secretary. 
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Wisconsin Farm Crop Report. - 

May 15th, 1903. 

While the month of April was exceptionally cold and wet, 

and farm work was seriously retarded by such weather, the 

prospects, at date, for all farm enterprises, are excellent. 

Grass is our most important and valuable crop; and its pres- : 

ent condition is such as to practically give assurance of an un- 

usually large hay crop. : 

There is an increase in the acreage of tame meadows, from 

3 last year, of 8%; this coming largely from the southern part 

of the state, where for the first time in years a good stand of 

clover was secured last year. 

In most parts of the state, last year’s seeding of clover is 

reported to be in good condition,—some winter killing occur- — 

-+ ring in exposed locations, and on older fields. 

Upland pastures are good, while the excessive rainfall has 

kept marshy lands almost inaccessible. 

Farm stock is already largely turned upon pasture, for its 

main food supply. 

Winter wheat and rye are found to be in good condition as 

the season advances, their respective standings at date being 

95% and 97%. 

While fields for small grain were not generally as well pre- 

pared for the seed as usual, on account of excess of moisture, 

still the stand of oats, barley and spring wheat is good, and 

plants are growing rapidly. 

There is a continued tendency to drop wheat growing in Wis-
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: consin, as is shown by a fall<in acreage of spring wheat, from 

last year, of 10%, while our previous reports show an even 

7 greatef falling off in winter wheat. 

The acreage of barley and oats remains about the same as 

last year, with a slight increase in oats in the northern half of 

the state. 
While farmers have been busy the past. week in the prepara- 

tion of ground for corn planting, and upon dry soils, consider- 

able planting has been done, a large part of the acreage is yet 

to be planted, and the work 'will not be generally completed be- 

fore the last of the month. 

The larger part of the ground for potatoes has not yet been . 

powed, and the planting of late potatoes will be left until after 

corn planting. 

: Of fruits, cherries, currants, gooseberries and plums are con- 

siderably injured by frost; strawberries are slightly damaged, : 

but will probably be a full crop. 

Apples are not blooming as heavily as last year, but trees are 

in excellent condition, and the prospects are fair. 

Our next report will give estimates of the acreage of corn, 

potatoes, and tobacco, as well as a statement of the condition 

of our various crops. 
Joun M. True, 

Secretary.
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Wisconsin Farm Crop Report. 

: June 15, 1903. 

The crop prospects of the state are by no means discourag- 

ing. The recent heavy frost has seriously injured early 

planted fields of corn and potatoes, and these crops now have 

a very unpromising appearance; but scarcely any of fields 

affected have been destroyed, and ninety-five per cent of the 

: crop, with warm, favorable weather, may yet recover com- 

pletely from the effects of the freeze. z 

In many sections of the state large areas of high lands have 

completely escaped, and upon almost every farm, parts of : 

fields have practically been uninjured. 

‘ Fear has been expressed that winter wheat and winter rye, 

in blossom, have been damaged, and this can only be determined , 

by time. 

Aside from the effects of frost, our crops remain in excel- 

lent condition, and no apparent reason for anxiety exists. ; 

The ground is usually well supplied with moisture, heat and 

sunshine being only wanting. 

From the reports of our correspondents we find that the acre- 

age of corn has fallen off fully five per cent from last year, 
while the acreage of potatoes has increased two per cent. : 

The acreage of tobacco is also considerably increased; all 

tobacco growing counties, except Rock, reporting a gain, and 

this county no loss. Only about one-half of the tobacco was ~ 
set at the time of frost and the loss from this source was much 
diminished by this, as beds of plants were usually protected. 

A considerable increase of acreage of peas is reported, espe- 
cially in districts where canning is a leading industry.
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Sugar beets are receiving more attention in parts of the state 

within convenient reach of the sugar factory at Menomonee 

Falls. 

All small grains are doing well, the weather being well 

adapted to a strong, healthy growth. : 

Compared with a good average condition, these crops are re- 

ported in the following percentages: 

Winter wheat, —92; spring wheat, —98; rye, —102; bar- 

ley, —100 ; oats, —102; corn, —80. 

The hay crop is to be an exceptional one, the condition of ; 

meadows being reported at 112, while pastures reach the high 

percentage of 115. Live stock is thriving finely upon the ex- B 

cellent pasturage, and creameries and cheese factories are busy : 

and prosperous. 

: Fruit prospects have rather improved, and the outlook for 

later small fruits and apples is fair. 
Joun M. True, ‘ 

‘ Secretary. :
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WISCONSIN FARM CROP REPORT. 

July 15th, 1903. 

The general crop indications of the State must be consid- 

ered us very satisfactory. While ideal, conditions. of weather 

have not been universal, we have escaped disastrous storms and 

floods, that have visited other Western States, as well as the 

parching drouth that has been almost universal in the East. 

During the past month the growth of crops has been seri- 

ously hindered in some parts of Northern Wisconsin, by an ex- 

cessive rainfall, though the hot weather of the past two weeks 

has forced all crops forward with exceptional rapidity, and at 

date the condition of soil moistures are almost universally re- : 

ported as favorable. 

Pastures continue to be excellent and are proving a source 

. of income to the dairyman and stock grower, not easily esti- 

mated, nor generally appreciated. 

The tame hay crop of the State is immense, but has been 

quite generally badly damaged in curing, by repeated showers. 

: That part of the crop that remains uncut, is becoming over 

ripe, and falling off in feeding value. 

The winter wheat crop of the State is no longer important, 

on account of diminished acreage, while the yield per aere will 

he considerably less than last year. 

Spring wheat is not very generally raised, and has been 

somewhat injured by rust, indueed by the wet, hot weather, of j 

the past week or two. It will not make a full crop. 

Rye was exceedingly promising up to the time of the June 

frost, when in some localities it was considerably damaged.
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While the general appearance of the crop continues to be 

good, some correspondents report that heads are not well filled, 

and while the crop will doubtless be very nearly an average one, 

it will probably hardly reach the yield of last year, twenty-one 

bushels per acre. : 

Barley is a good crop, its only apparent drawback being that : 

it is considerably lodged. The berry is good and the yield 

will be large. ; 

The oat crop should be even better than last year, when the 

estimated yield per acre was forty bushels, as there is plenty 

of straw with less lodging, but many of our correspondents re- 

port rusting, which may affect yield. It is hoped, however, 

that this disease may not be wide spread. 

, Corn has mgde a phenomenal growth since July 1st, and has 

a better rating now than in our report a year ago, though the 

crop will need a favorable September, for full development. 

The stand of tobacco is good, and the plants are growing 

rapidly. Farmers were hindered in setting, by unfavorable 

weather, and as a result the fields are rather uneven in growth. 

Potatoes are doing well, especially in the potato growing dis- 

triets of the State. The crop has suffered somewhat on heavy 

soils, from too much moisture. 

Bugs are reported as numerous, and troublesome. 

Apples will not be more than a half crop. They are drop- 

ping badly. 

Peas and flax in their respective districts, are making an ex- 

‘ cellent. crop. e 

The unusual amount of white clover this season, has fur- 

nished excellent pasturage for honey bees, and large quantities 

of excellent honey are being produced. 

We find the following average percentage of the several crops 

“as reported: , 

°
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Wisconsin Farm Crop Report. 

August 15, 1903. 

Since the date of our last report, July 15, weather condi- 

tions have been unfavorable for nearly all Wisconsin crops. 

The rust that was then reported as injuring oats, in some 

localities, became quite general throughout the State, and yield : 

per acre is seriously affected thereby, while the grain is light 

in weight and lacking in feeding value. 

The harvest of the crop was hindered by the excessively wet 

weather, and much grain has gone into stack in not the best 

condition. 

Farmers that practice threshing from the shock have not : 

been able to get grain in proper conditien for threshing and 

storing and quite a percentage of the grain is still in the field. 

The estimated yield per acre of this crop for the State, as 

reported by correspondents from fifty-six counties, is placed at 

3614 bushels, against 40 bushels per acre last year, but the 

difference in. the value of the crop will be greater. 

Wheat, rye and barley matured without serious damage 

from: disease or insects, and the estimated yield per acre of 

State is: Wheat, 17 bushels; rye, 18 bushels; and barley. 32 

bushels; the market value of the last named crop is somewhat 

lessened by color. 

The hay crop of the State is universally heavy, the yield per “ ; 

acre being estimated at 154 tons. 

During the past month the corn crop has been disappointine 

in its growth. The cool weather has seemed to hold it nearly 

at a standstill; the entire crop is late, and an early frost, like : 

that of last year, would bring practical ruin to the crop. 

i .
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4 On the other hand, mpny fields are strong and vigorous, 

well eared, and with a few weeks hot weather, would produce ; 

: a fine yield. The corn crop of 1903, is now purely a question 

of weather. 

Correspondents seem to be hopeful and still claim 70 per 

cent. of a full crop in entire State. 

Tobacco has suffered somewhat from the same conditions 

that have interfered with the corn crop, though not. ‘as severely. ‘ 

The crop is late, and fields are uneven in point of maturity. 

Harvest in some early fields has already commenced, while 

other fields need two or more weeks for maturing. 

: The estimated standing of erop at date is 92 per cent. of full 

crop. 

Late potatoes are doing well. There is little complaint of 

disease or insects, and the crop promises to be fully up to an 

average in yield, with a slight increase in acreage. The po- 

: tato growing counties,—Adams, Portage, Waushara and Wau- 

ae paca, report. excellent conditions. 

Minor farm crops,—buckwheat, beans and roots are re- 

ported in good condition. 

Apples continue to fall badly, and the erop will be light, and 

the quality of the fruit not first class. * 

The entire season has been favorable for grass crop; and 

pastures and second growth of meadows is furnishing an abun- 

danee of pasturage, and will continue to do so well into the 

fall, insuring fine condition to farm live stock. 

No report will be issued from this office next month on ae- 

count. of the State Fair, to be held in Milwaukee, Sept. 7-11, 

but the October report will deal more fully with yield per 

acre of crops, as well as condition of those maturing later. 

JOHN M. TRUE, 

Secretary.
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Wisconsin Farm Crop Report. 

October Ist, 1903. 

Special inquiries were sent out from this office Oct. 1st 
as to the respective condition of corn and potatoes. 
Corn having suffered severely in a large part of the state 
from severe frosts, while it was yet in an immature 

state, and potatoes being reported as rotting more or 
less, in all sections. 

CORN. 

In making our report upon the corn crop we divide . 

the state into two districts, the first including what may : 
be considered the corn belt of the state, and including 
Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Grant, Green, Iowa, - 

Jefferson, LaFayette, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, 
4 Richland, Rock, Sauk,- Walworth, Washington and 

Waukesha counties, which in 1900 had 939,781 acres of 

. corn, and produced 35,393,760 bushels of grain, and the 
second district contains the remainder of the state; 

which in 1900 had 557,693 acres of corn, producing 17,- 
916,100 bushels of grain. In the first mentioned district, 

the percentage of crop, upon basis of 100, is 87 per cent., 

and in the latter district 60 per cent. The difference in 
the quality of crop would undoubtedly be greater than 
figures here given. : 

POTATOES. 

In 1900 there were 256,931 acres of potatoes in the 
state producing 24,641,498 bushels. 

‘ Of this acreage Portage, Waupaca and Waushara 
counties had 70,282 acres and raised 5,456,635 bushels of 
potatoes, one-fourth the entire crop of the state.



These counties now report the prospective yield at 72 
per cent. of a full crop. 

The counties of -Adams, Columbia, Dunn, Juneau, 
' Marathon, Milwaukee, Sauk and Waukesha each, in 

1900, had an acreage of more than 5,000 acres, with an 
‘ aggregate yield of 5,672,293 bushels. 

: These counties now report an estimated yield of 44 
per cent. of a full crop, and the remainder of the state 

_50 per cent. 

Considerable uncertainty exists as to the extent to 
which rotting may continue, the present warm wet 
weather being unfavorable for crop. , 

- JOHN M. TRUE, Secretary. 

.
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Wisconsin Farm Crop Report. 

November J, 1903. 

The season. of 1903 falls below the average, both in the yield 
per acre of most Wisconsin farm crops, as also in the quality 
of product. The cold wet weather that has prevailed, through- 
out the summer, caused too rank a growth of straw with the 
small grains, resulting in damage from lodging and rust, and 
rendering: the harvesting and securing of the crops extremely 

difficult. . 
As a result the yield per acre is less than that of last year, 

and the quality is also inferior. This is especially the case 
with oats, which were badly shrunken by rust, and have also 
been seriously damaged in the stack. Most of the grain is 
light and inferior in feeding value. 

Though in much of the southern part of the State no severe 
frost came until late in October, even here little corn is up to : : 
the standard, either in yield or quality; while in the centrai 
and northern parts of the State, where a killing frost came 
earlier, conditions are worse. At no time during the summer 
was the weather such as to rapidly develop the crop. 

Potatoes, which up to the first of September, promised well, 
have since that time rotted so badly as to make the crop the 
lightest harvested in the State for many years. Even those 
being marketed have to be subjected to the closest scrutiny. 
The quality of those free from rot, is fair. 

The only crops that have been excellent are those of grass 
and hay, though considerable trouble was experienced in secur- 
ing the latter crop, on account of rain. A large proportion of 
the farmers of the State are interested in. dairying, and to 
these the abundant pasturage has brought rich returns. 

The following tables show the estimated yield per acre of 
the various farm crops of the State, and the quality of same, 
100 representing a No. 1 product. ‘



3 . 

YIELD PER ACRE. : 

Wheat. bas ..5 eae eigen lo ving sae nee ne anole 
; PG PE os winded pci eradicate teones emia ee 

SATIS 54 thsi; 3 acts ones itn ohare rca ee 
Oates Dies 5 6c cos a er hore noicPoeten ele ata Oe : 
Duckwieet, be. 225265 che oe ae 
Corny RR ys toed state Se oie eae yy eer 6 
Beane bres. ofan ae Udo nc ptniron ince ee: 

HER Garteeor bh foo ene iai forte es occa iwi es secu eee Oo 
Mba Seed sy Me cect Spots iai a). Totash cas Hescs cade chek em A 
Potatoes. bu 20 Gers ean. Sia tays ena aE ‘ 
eacar: boots, - tones sca iin ts Sheela eee 
POWARCO,* IDSs 2. ice as cock ees < Scie aac OOO 

There has been a very decided reduction in the acreage of 
wheat, even from last year. The acreage of rye is also slightly 
less. Barley was not materially changed, while more oats were 
sown, especially in northern part of the State. 

The amount of land planted to corn was notably less than 5 
last year, while that of potatoes was considerably increased. i 

Quite an acreage of sugar beets is reported from Dodge, Fond 
du Lac, Jefferson, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Rock, Wash- ; 

: ington and Waukesha counties. 
Flax seed is chiefly raised in Buffale, Green Lake, Mani- 

towoc, Pierce, Polk, Racine, St. Croix and Trempealean coun- 
ties. 

The acreage ct tobaceo is slightly greater than last year. : 

QUALITY OF PRODUCT. 

DWE SO ieee one cata chen le tae 
MG io se ee stings ames peat Oo pets se sbc socom 
Batley< 3 22 i/o cumiiscc beeen ees £90) 
ones ee deh es tee es een ee LEE 

Baikwheab a.,cciyslocme ied Saisie sin Sones OO 
a eS Sar eR saree saris sfoked nr RS cee ETS : 

No further crop reports will be issued this season. 
Joun M. Tree, 

Secretary.
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