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COVER PICTURE MILITARY GOVERNMENT

TROOP INFORMATION AND EDU-
CATION ~— — This is the main street
of plodding, rural Pfungstadt, where
The Stars and Stripes is published for
the US occupation forces and per-
sonnel under the auspices of Troop
Information and Education, EUCOM.
An article dealing with troop informa-
tion and education appears on page 12
of this issue. (S&S Photo)

INFORMATION
BULLETIN

The Information Bulletin is a bi-
weekly publication of the Office of
Military Government in Germany (US).
It is a popular-styled medium for dis-
semination of authoritative information
concerning policies, regulations, in-
structions, operations, and activities
of Military Government and affiliated
organizations to the occupational per-
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Allied Control Authority

The Control Council failed to hold
its regular meeting on April 10. The
US Military Governor, who was chair-
man in April, said there had been no
request for a meeting from any of the
delegations and no subject had been
presented for discussion.

Bipartite-Bizonal

Joint Allied-German meetings were
held on March 31 and April 1. It was
emphasized by Military Government,
and agreed by the German represent-
atives, that the Bizonal Administration
must view its inclusion in ERP in the
light of the contribution to be made
to the recovery of Western Europe as
a whole, rather than simply as a
means of obtaining aid from abroad.

The chairmen of the Bipartite Con-
trol Office directed that the Economic
Council designate a committee, includ-
ing representatives of the labor ad-
ministrations and other interested Ger-
man groups, to work with Military
Government representatives on plans
for the establishment of a Bizonal
Manpower Department.

They also obtained approval from
the Bipartite Board to conclude agree-
ments with the administrations of
other European standard-gauge rail-
ways for restoration of the prewar
system of international exchange of
freight cars, and recommended to the
Bipartite Board that all telephone cir-
cuits presently available to the Bi-
zonal Area be made available to the
French Zone authorities.

A mixed Allied and German work-
ing party under British chairmanship
was established to examine the Ger-
man iron and steel industry and to
make proposals for a speedy increase
in production,

Dr. Herbert Ruscheweyh accepted
appointment as chief justice of the
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German High Court for the combined
economic area.

All but two of the other nominees
approved for appointment by the Bi-
partite Board have announced their
willingness to accept. Eight additional
candidates for the two vacancies so
created are being selected by the
Economic Council and the Bizonal
Council of States.

The Bipartite Board approved Eco-
nomic Council Ordinance No: 20 pro-
viding the statutory basis for price

The section on Occupational
Activites is compiled from the
Semimothly Report of Military
Government No. 88; official an-
nouncements by MG and affili-
ated organizations, and public
information offices throughout
the US Zone, to give a summary
of developments throughout the
occupied area of Germany.

formation and price supervision in the
combined economic area.

According to the ordinance, the Eco-
nomic Council is responsible for the
general principles of price policy and
for affirmative action on any price
change fundamentally affecting the
price structure,

The Bizonal Director for Economics
is given broad power to issue regu-
lations and determine prices wherever
they concern more than one state;
and the state authorities are given the
responsibility for price supervision
and enforcement.

Grain collections from July 1, 1947
to March 15, 1948 totaled 1,815,600 tons
(preliminary figure). Grain collections
in February were greater for the first
time than in the corresponding month
of a preceding year.

2

The rising trend in hard coal pro
duction of the first half of March wa
reversed in the week ending March 28,
when average daily output dropped t
276,715 tons, calculated on a five-da’
working week, compared to 298,81/
tons in the previous week. It declin
again in the week ending April 4 to
262,966 tons. The recession is attrib
ed both to the Easter holidays and
the completion of the qualifying per.
for the third CARE package for miners

The Joint Export-Import Agen
(JEIA) has approved the payment
expenditures (pilotage etc.) to per
the operation of German co
vessels between the North Gern
ports and the Ruhr-Rhine ports
way of Rotterdam.

Good hydro-generating condit
and satisfactory functioning of stei
plants resulted in fairly good pov
output for the week ending April
Exports were reduced by the o
hauling of connecting lines and |
termination of agreed winter d
eries' to Austria. {

The production of aluminum
resumed in the Bizonal Area on M
25 to the extent of reducing
bauxite and alumina remaining in 1
area from war-time stocks. The
duction at the Toeging (Bavaria)
of Vereinigte Aluminium-Werke
the first plant to be reactivated,
expected to be 300 to 400 tonms
month for the first few months.

The production of newsprint
ed in the two-week period
April 3 to 2,398 tons, compare
3,126 tons in the preceding two
The decrease was caused by
Easter holidays.

Sixty-two of the 69 peacetime
trial plants earmarked for repara
under the Bizonal Revised Leve
Industry Plan were dismantled
schedule by March 31. Dism

(Continued on p
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N 1942, AT ABOUT the same time

the United States Supreme Court
was writing "of the duty which rests
on the courts, in time of war as well
as in time of peace, to preserve un-
impaired the constitutional safeguards
of civil liberty,” Dr. Joseph Goebbels
undertook to instruct the judges of
the Nazi People’s Court in the
elements of jurisprudence. "“In war-
time,” he explained, "it is not a matter
of whether a judgment is just or un-
just but whether the decision is ex-
pedient."” Furthermore, “The idea that
the judge must be convinced of the
defendant's guilt is to be discarded
completely. .. One must proceed not
from the law but from the resolution
that the man must be wiped out.”

These two quotations are more than
capsule commentaries on democratic
and totalitarian theories of law; they
also illustrate the relative positions of
the judiciary in the two countries.
The reader who can visualize a Ger-
man court that would talk back to
Dr, Goebbels will have no trouble
imagining a situation in which an
American cabinet member would
lecture the Supreme Court on its re-
sponsibilities, The odds on either pos-
sibility are roughly the same. In
America the judge speaks ex cathedra
(by virtue of his office) and as the
final authority. In Nazi Germany he
existed principally as an administra-
live appendage of the executive
branch of government.

Purely on the theoretical side, it
might be argued that Germany was
at war and that the Minister of Prop-
aganda and Public Enlightenment was
justified in demanding some abridg-
ment of civil liberties in the interest
of national security. But America also
Was at war and, paradozxically, more
than ever concerned over individual
Tights. In the summer of 1942 the
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By M. A. Weightman

Reports Oificer, Legal Division,
OMGUS

Wehrmacht was riding high in Russia,
and our North African invasion was
still around the corner, The German
national existence seemed in no im-
mediate peril.
HE FACT IS, of course, that Goeb-
bels’ excursion into legal theory

Justice as meted out during the
Nazi regime is described in
The first of two articles on
Courts in Germany. The second
article, dealing with Military
Government's efforts to reform
and rebuild the courts and the
administration of justice since
1945, will appear in issue No. 135
ofi the Information Bulletin.

was neither a breaking of new ground
nor an isolated act. It was just one
incident in a series which had begun
many years before. Hitler's explana-
tion of his conduct in suppressing the
Roehm Putsch of 1934 was another
link in the same chain. It is remark-
able for its candor and for the fact
that it established as a matter of
public record the official attitude of
the Nazi Party toward law and the
judiciary: "“Whenever someone re-
proaches me with not having used the
ordinary courts, I can only say to him:
‘At that hour I was responsible for
the fate of the German nation and
hence the Supreme Law Lord (Ober-
ster Gerichtsherr) of the German
people,'”

An understanding of how this
degradation of the judicial func-
tion was achieved and what it meant

3

is crucial to a general understanding
of the nature of National Socialism.
In some respects it is implied by Ger-
many's political history and by the
manner in which German law devel-
oped.

German law is not the product of
an uninterrupted development. At least
two factors have operated to prevent
this. For one thing, Germany did not
achieve a national existence until 1871,
and even after that date the federal
structure of the Reich tended to en-
courage the perpetuation of regional
legal traditions. For another, the
natural growth of a common or folk
law was stopped short by the intro-
duction of Roman law, which had
been rediscovered by scholars at the
Italian universities, in the 14th and
15th centuries.

NGLAND, unified politically and

isolated geographically, was able
to stand firm, and the common law
flourished unchecked. Based on an
ever-expanding series of judicial pre-
cedents rather than on statute, the
common law nevertheless proved
itself capable of adapting itself to
changing social conditions, Its essence
came to be a firm reliance on the
spirit rather than on the letter. As
Chief Justice Holmes of the United
States Supreme Court wrote ""The life
of the law is not logic but expe-
rience."

The absolutism of Roman law called
for the categorization of all laws in
rigid and comprehensive codes. During
the 16th and 17th centuries many
German states, principalities and
towns enacted such codes, but it was
not until 1871 that a criminal code
uniform for all of Germany was pro-
mulgated. Other Reich codes followed
in swift succession.

The creation of a law applicable to
all of Germany did not imply, how-

INFORMATION BULLETIN



ever, a centralized administration of
justice. Before 1933 a Reich Ministry
of Justice existed, but its administra-
tive functions were limited to super-
vision of the Supreme Court (Reichs-
gericht), the Supreme Economic Court
(Reichswirtschaftsgericht) and the
Patent Office.

There were also a few special types
of courts under other Reich ministries.
All other courts were supervised by
the state ministries, which also con-
trolled prisons, set standards for legal
education and admission to the bar,
and appointed judges and public
prosecutors.

German ordinary courts included
the Supreme Court, Courts of Appeal
(Oberlandesgerichte), District Courts
(Landgerichte), and Local Courts
(Amtsgerichte). In addition, there was
a complex of courts of special or
limited jurisdiction, including Labor
Courts, Administrative Courts, Honor
Courts for Attorneys, Entailed Estates
Courts, Shipping Courts, and Prize
Courts. Not all of these were under
the Ministry of Justice.

ANY OF THESE tribunals per-

formed quasi-judicial functions
which, in the United States, would be
assigned either to the regular courts
or to such agencies as the National
Labor Relations Board or the Inter-
state Commerce Commission. Juris-
diction over criminal cases was care-
fully restricted, the Weimar Consti-
tution forbidding the establishment of
"extraordinary” courts.

During the economic crisis of the
early 1930's, however, a number of
ordinances and regulations, issued
under emergency provisions of Ar-
ticle 48 of the Constitution, attempt-
ed to curb political unrest and in so
doing curtailed procedural rights to a
dangerous degree. The way was now
open for the establishment by the
first von Papen government of Spe-
cial Courts (Sondergerichte) to try
certain political offenses. These
courts, in their composition and proce-
dure, foreshadowed later Nazi efforts
along the same lines.

This was the situation, then, which
greeted National Socialism upon its
accession to power in 1933:
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Dr. Hermann Weit, minister of economics for Wuerttemberg - Baden,
speaks at ceremonies marking the transier of the US Army medical

depot at Weinheim to the German economy.

$2,700,000 worth of supplies.

1. A codified law, drafted by men
trained in the technique of Roman
law, was in force throughout Ger-
many, The spirit which lay behind it
may have been over-impressed by the
formal content of the statute and
favorably disposed to abrupt legis-
lative change. This was perhaps to
Hitler's advantage.

2. The actual administration of
justice was decentralized among the
states. A strong regional tradition
might have been expected to resist
the trend toward totalitarianism.
Hitler undertook first to consolidate
his own position. On March 24, 1933,
the Reichstag passed the Enabling
Act, turning over its powers to Hit-
ler's government and, in effect, trans-
ferring the legislative function to the
executive. Next, as has already been
pointed out, he assumed the title of
Supreme Law Lord, or Supreme Judge.
In two quick strokes he had arrogated
to himself the powers and functions
which, in America, are distributed
among the President, the Congress
and the Supreme Court in a pattern
of checks and balances designed to
make abuse of authority impossible.
Whatever checks and balances re-
mained in Germany after 1934 had

4

The depot contains

High-ranking American and German
officials are shown at the ceremonies.

(Signal Corps)

their existence in the mind .of one
man.

AVING VESTED in himself the

necessary powers, Hitler was
now ready to attack the organizational
structure of the courts. In 1934 the
sovereign powers of the states were
transferred to the Reich, and in Sep-
tember of the following year State ||
Ministries of Justice were liquidated
and their legal powers centralized in
Berlin. The stage was set for a uniform 3
and systematized exploitation of
justice, .

W

RT3

Creation of new tribunals, prin-
cipally for the trial of political and
racial cases, had already begun. The
People's Court, or Volksgerichtshof,
was a child of the Reichstag fire, When
the Supreme Court acquitted three of
the four defendants in the trial which
followed that event, its jurisdiction in
cases of treason was taken away
and given to the Poeple's Court, whidh
was to be composed of two profes-
sional judges and five trusted Nazi
laymen. The number of lay represent:
atives was later reduced to three. It~
is interesting to note that van der
Lubbe, the one defendant convicted il
the Reichstag trial, was sentenced

MAY 4, 1948



under a law passed after the alleged
crime was committed.

Hereditary Farm Courts, Peasants
Courts and Hereditary Health Courts
were created to implement Nazi
theories of blood and soil, and the
purity of the German race. Finally,
von Papen’'s Special Courts were re-
vived to permit prosecution under
favorable conditions of a variety of
newly-invented criminal offenses.

T MIGHT BE supposed that the En-

abling Act had provided an ad-
equate instrument for the translation
of National Socialist ideology into law.
Under its provisions, the executive
could deviate not only from constitu-
tional procedures but also from the
substance of the constitution itself.
1f Hitler wanted to make free speech
a capital offense, he had only to say
so: it was law.

But apparently this power was not
broad enough. Punishment had to be
meted out for those offenses which
would have been crimes if it had
occured to the Fuehrer to make them
so. The law of June 28, 1935, defined
crime by analogy—that is, crime
which owed its existence to the fact
that it resembled a recognized stat-
utory crime—and crime according to
“the sound instinct of the people.” In
addition, the courts were authorized
to pronounce sentence on alternate
grounds; thus a person might be con-
victed for theft or receiving stolen
goods if neither offense was satis-
factorily proved but it appeared that
one or the other had taken place.

ANS FRANK, President of the

Academy of German law, sum-
med up the new approach: “In the
future, criminal behavior, even if it
does not violate an existing law, can
receive the deserved punishment if
the offense is criminal according to
the healthy feeling of the people.”
A second thought on the matter was
contained in his statement before the
International Military Tribunal in
1946: “A thousand years will pass,
and this guilt of Germany will still
not be erased.”

These doctrines were perhaps the
most revolting of all Nazi legal in-
Rovations. If by virtue of some supra-
rational insight or, more probably, be-
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cause Hitler told him so, the judge
detected crime where none had been
before, he merely had to find a suit-
able analogy or fit it into the elastic
framework of “the sound instinct of
the people.”

Superficially, it might appear that
Lhis Nazi theory of law, in which the
judge was permitted to deviate almost
at will from the formal statute, re-
sembles the Anglo-American common
law, where every effort is made to
test the facts against accumulated
experience in the form of procedents.
Nothing could be further from the
truth, The touchstone of the common
law is still justice; Nazi judicial
reasoning functioned in the rarefied,
and frequently cloudy, atmosphere of
“the will of the Fuehrer,” “the healthy
sentiment of the people,” and "Ger-
man Blood and Honor.”

Crimes of this esotoric type were
usually tried in Special Courts or the
People’'s Court, and the history of
these tribunals is an accurate reflec-
tion of the degeneration of justice
under Hitler.

The Decree of March 21, 1933, set
forth procedural regulations for the
Special Courts. The pre-trial judicial
examination required under the Code
of Criminal Procedure was eliminated.
Any offer of evidence could be
refused, "if the court has come to
the conclusion that the evidence is
not necessary for clearing up the
case.” There was no appeal against
decisions of Special Courts, and sen-
tences were to be promptly executed.
At least one Special Court was to be
attached to each Court of Appeals.
In actual practice they proved so
useful that a Special Court was set
up as a chamber in each District
Court. Provided they had proved
themselves reliable Nazis, the same
judges sat in both the Special Courts
and the regular criminal courts,

HEN THE PEOPLE'S Court was

organized the following year,
it began to acquire its share of po-
litical and racial cases. Since origin-
ally it had jurisdiction only over
cases of treason and high treason,
it was necessary to redefine these
offenses, and a 1934 law gave the

US, British and French trains remain idle at the Grunewald yards, Berlin,
The Western Powers cancelled military train service after imposition
of new Soviet Zone travel restrictions, announced on March 30. The
Soviets had insisted on having their troops board and inspect trains
traveling through their zone between Berlin and the western zones.
Since the new restrictions, only a few US ftrains have reached Berlin
with supplies. Air service is handling passenger travel and maintaining

supply lines for Americans in Berlin.

5

(Signal Corps)
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court extensive discretionary powers
in deciding what treason was and how
it should be punished. The growing
caseload ultimately led to the estab-
lishment of five separate chambers,
or Senates, which met in wvarious
cities as occasion arose. The seat of
the People's Court remained in Berlin.
The building is now ACA head-
quarters, with the Control Council
meeting in the former main courtroom.

The fact that it was necessary to
have a court with exclusive juris-
diction over treason cases—and that
this court was almost continously in
session—gives some clue to its nature.
The number of treason cases tried
in the United States during the past
century could be counted on the
fingers of one hand. But in Germany
treason came to mean little more
than opposition to National Socialism,
whether active or passive, and 'trai-
tors” were numbered in the thou-
sands.

S TIME WENT on new laws

widened the jurisdiction of these
extraordinary tribunals. The courts
were vested with power to impose the
death sentence in an increasingly
greater variety of offenses, such as
that of listening to foreign radio broad-
casts. With the advent of war they
really came into their The
People’s Court was given jurisdiction
over violations of certain war ordin-
ances; Night and Fog (Nacht und
Nebel) cases were assigned to the
Special Courts,

Nigth and Fog grew out of civilian
resistance to German occupation, a
matter of grave concern to the High
Command. In the summer of 1941 a
memorandum issued by Field Marshall
Keitel put the case with some frank-
ness: “In view of the vast size of the
occupied areas in the East, the forces
available for security purposes in
those areas will be sufficient only if
all resistance is punished not by
legal prosecution of the guilty, but
by spreading of such terror ... as is
alone appropriate to eradicate every
inclination to resist among the pop-
ulation.” This statement might serve
as a preamble to the Night and Fog
Decree itself, which was issued four
months later, on the same day the
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.

own.
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One hundred fifty former Austrian internees of the Dachau concen-
tration camp stand in front of the camp crematorium during a memorial
service for the 238,000 persons who were cremated there during the
Nazi regime. A priest gives thanks for those who were spared. The
Austrians made a special pilgrimage to the camp on the 10th anni-

versary of its founding.

In a covering letter, Keitel explain-
ed further: "Efficient and enduring
intimidation can only be achieved by
capital punishment or by measures by
which the relatives of the criminal
and the general population do not
learn his fate.” Under the decree
those accused of resistance could be
turned over to Military commissions
(Standgerichte), which, however, had
power only to acquit or to impose
the death sentence. If the death sen-
tence was ordered, it had to be car-
ried out within 24 hours. If outright
acquittal did not appear likely or the
death sentence a certainty, the com-
missions did not handle the case at
all. The prisoner was taken to Ger-
many and delivered to the Ministry
of Justice for trial by the Special
Courts.

Elaborate precautions were taken
to insure that no one outside
Germany would ever discover what
disposition had been made of Night
and Fog cases. The accused was
not permitted to call witnesses or
to introduce evidence on his own

6

(Signal Corps photo)

behalf because some word might get
back to his family at home. No rec-
ord was kept of the proceedings or
of the sentence. In 1943 the courts
were ordered not to appoint defense
counsel unless the accused was un-
able to defend himself. Since in most
cases the wvictim did not learn the
charges against him until a few mo-
ments before the trial, and since he
was not allowed to introduce either
witnesses or evidence, it is doubtful
whether even the ablest lawyer
could have helped him,

PERSON convicted in one of these
secret trials and given other than

the death sentence was confined in a
prison or concentration camp where
even the jailers did not know his
name. In the unlikely event that he
was acquitted or if he had completed
his sentence, he was turned over to
the SS for “protective custody” for
the duration of the war, ih
The Night and Fog Decree was
applied in France, Belgium, Hollanﬁi'_
Denmark, Norway and Czechoslos =
vakia. Indeed, its provisions were =
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.

stretched to include purely political
offenses commitfed within the Reich
itself. The secrecy in which the pro-
gram was shrouded makes any' pre-
cise estimate of the number of victims
it claimed an impossibility, but Min-
istry records indicated that the figure
was in excess of 7,000 as early as
the Spring of 1944,

In 1942 the People's Court began to
receive its share of Night and Fog
cases. But Hitler, who had refused
a Wehrmacht request to try these
cases on the ground that Army  jus-
tice was not supporting the war
effort vigorously enough, finally grew
impatient with the manner in which
the Ministry of Justice was cooperat-
ing. In 1944 he ordered the transfer
of all Night and Fog cases to the
Gestapo.

F THE SPECIAL Courts, staffed with
Party members and pursuing Party
ends, could net meet Hitler's exacting
standards, it is no wonder that the
ordinary courts often failed to please
him. In his capacity of Supreme Law
Lord, he took a keen interest in the
administration of justice. As one Nazi
official expressed it, “Here is a man
who represents the ideal of the judge
in its perfect sense and the German
people elected him for their judge—
first of all, of course, as judge over
their fate in general, but also as
‘Supreme Magistrate and Judge.'"
Hitler accepted this latter role quite
literally.

The personal interest which he took
in relatively minor cases caused some
consternation in the Ministry of Jus-
tice, which never knew what he
would dig up next. After a number of
tebuffs, Acting Minister Schlegelber-
ger wrote, in 1941: “It would be in-
valuable if you, my Fuehrer, would
bring it to my attention when a ver-
dict does not meet with your ap-
proval. The judges are responsible to
You, my Fuehrer; they are conscious
of their responsibility and are firmly

Tesolved to discharge their duties

accordingly ... Heil, my Fuehrer!”

This somewhat humiliating plea
Was scarcely necessary, since Hitler
never hesitated to express his dis-
approval of a judgment and to cause
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it to be set aside. Upon his personal
orders, those sentenced to prison
terms by the courts were turned over
to the Gestapo for execution. Some-
times his will found its way into the
propef legal channels. When he ob-
jected that a sentence in a certain
case was too light, Schlegelberger was
able to report that within 10 days of
the original complaint the Supreme
Court had quashed the sentence and
the prisoner had been executed.

Evidently Hitler was unimpressed.
In an impassioned speech before the
Reichstag on April 26, 1942, he an-
nounced his dissatisfaction with the
judiciary and his intention to remove
“without regard to his person or his
established rights whoever, in my
view and according to my considered
opinion, has failed to do his duty.”
Four months later he authorized the
Reich Minister of Justice “to deviate
from any existing law" in exercising
control over the judiciary and its
decisions.

N ORDER TO bring the actual ad-

ministration of justice more closely
into line with what Hitler wanted,
the Ministry undertook in September
of that year the distribution of Judges
letters, or Richterbriefe, which told
the bench exactly what was expected
of it. One such letter discussed a
case in which a special coffee ration
had been distributed in a small town.
A number of Jews applied for the
ration but naturally did not receive
it, whereupon the food authorities
imposed fines upon them for making
unsuccessful application.

One Jew appealed to the local
court, which decided that the fines
were illegal. The letter of comment
is perhaps as good an example as
any of what 10 years of Nazism had
done to the legal mind.

“The judge should have asked
himself, ‘What is the reaction of the
Jew to a decision which, without de-
voting one word to the healthy folk
attitude toward this insolent and
arrogant Jewish conduct, takes 20 pages
to prove that he and 500 other Jews
are right and victorious over a Ger-
man authority?’

“Even if the judge was convinced
that the Food Office had arrived at
an incorrect judgment .., he should
have chosen a form for his ruling
which avoided "at all costs harming
the prestige of the Food Office and
thus putting the Jew expressly in the
right toward it.”

It is a matter of some wonder that
the Jew, so utterly and thoroughly
divested of his legal rights, was per-
mitted to appeal at all. A decree
issued in 1942 directed that Jews and
Poles must never appear as witnesses
in court against Germans. If it was
absolutely necessary to have their
testimony, they were to be inter-
rogated privately and their evidence
received "with utmost caution.” They
were not sworn, but were of course
liable to prosecution for perjury. As
early as 1941 Jews in the Eastern ter-
ritory could be put to death not only
for such offenses as anti-German
utterances or defacement of official
notices, but even for serious con-
templation of such acts.

As the war ground to its conclusion,
the last vestiges of justice were dis-
carded. In January, 1944, a decree
provided that no defendant in any
court was entitled to defense counsel
if the judge decided it was un-
necessary. In May of the same year
judges were freed from all restrictions
as to penalties to be imposed in crim-
inal cases. Those offenders pre-
judicing or endangering the war
effort—and the court was given
widest latitude in interpretation—
could be put to death if the punish-
ment prescribed by law was "insuffi-
cient for expiation of the act accord-
ing to the sentiment of the people.”
And virtually no appeals could be
taken against judgments of any court.

HE HISTORICAL facts connected
with the breakdown of justice

under the Third Reich are easily

ascertained. The laws are on the
books, the speeches were carefully
reported, the memoranda were filed
away with German thoroughness.
More difficult to assess in the char-
acter of the men who, if they did
not actually support the corruption
of justice, were unable either to

(Continued on page 16)
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US BLAMES SOVIETS FOR ACC IMPASSE

Note Cites Systematic Unilateral Policy Pursued in Soviet Zone;
Basic Rights Are Being Denied, Concentration Camps Are in Use

The United States, in a note to the
Soviet Union made public on March
.26, said the threat to the authority of
the Allied Control Council arises not
from the actions of the United States,
but rather from the consistent pursuit
by the Soviet Union, in the Soviet
Zone of Germany, of a systematic
unilateral policy.

The note said that the responsibility
for the failure of the Soviet Union to
include its zone in the economic ar-
rangement made by the United States
and the United Kingdom in their zones
lies upon the Soviet Union itself.

Basic human rights, the note said,
are being denied the population in the
Soviet Zone, and concentration camps
are being used again.

The note, which was in reply to a
note of March 6 by the Soviet Union
concerning discussions held in London
among the United States, United King-
dom and France on the future of
Germany, follows in part:

N THIS (Soviet) note of March 6,

the Soviet Government reiterated
the views expressed in the Soviet
Embassy’s communication of Feb, 13,
1948, to the effect that the London
discussions were in agreement on
control machinery for Germany.

In its memorandum of Feb, 21, 1948,
the Department of State pointed out
that these talks were arranged for a
discussion of problems in Germany
of mutual interest to the three Gov-
ernments and that there is no pro-
vision in the Potsdam agreement, or
other agreements relating to Germany
concluded by the four occuping pow-
ers, which prevents any of the powers
from discussing between themselves
questions of common concern.

The US Government notes that the
Soviet Government continues to fail
to recognize that the three powers
have been obliged to consult among
themselves at this time as a result of
the unwillingness of the Soviet Gov-
ernment to implement the principles
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of economic unity as well as other
principles of the Potsdam agreement.
The Soviet Government claims that
the other occupying powers have
undertaken a series of unilateral
actions, contrary to the four-power
agreement with respect to Germany.

The Soviet Government cites, as
the first expression of such policy, the
agreement between Great Britain and
the United States with respect to the
economic fusion of their respective
zones of occupation in Germany. The
note of the Soviet Government states:

"It is well known that the question
of creating a unified Anglo-American
zone was not even submitted for the
consideration of the Control Council.”
This statement does not correspond
to the facts. At the meeting of the
Allied Control Council in Berlin on
July 20, 1946, General McNarney (then
the US Military Governor) made the
following statement on behalf of his
Government:

“The US Government is of the view
that no zone in Germany is self-
sustaining, The treatment of two or
more zones as an economic unit
would improve conditions in the
zones concerned.

“Therefore, the US Government has
authorized its representative on the
Allied Control Council to join with
the representatives of any other
occupying power or powers in meas-
ures for the treatment of our re-
spective zones as an economic unit,
pending quadripartite = agreement
which would permit the application
of the Potsdam decision to treat all
of Germany as an economic unit so
as to attain a balanced economy
throughout Germany.

“While the United States would
prefer quadripartite agreement to im-
plement the Potsdam decision for the
establishment of central German ad-
ministrative agencies for Germany as
a whole, its representative is pre-
pared to cooperate with the repre-
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sentatives of any or all of the other
occupying powers in Germany in
establishing administrative arrange-
ments to secure economic unity.

“The United States does not intend®
by its present proposal to divide Ger-
many but rather to expedite its treat-
ment as an economic unit.

“Any arrangements which represent-
atives of the United States may make
with the representatives of any other
occupying power will be open on
equal terms to the representatives of
all other occupying powers at any
time they are prepared to participate.

“The US Government proposes this
arrangement because of its belief that
Germany can no longer be administer-
ed in four air-tight compartments
without free economic interchange,
unless economic paralysis is the re-
sult. The US Government is unwilling
to permit creeping economic paralysis
to grow if it is possible to attain
economic unity between its zone and
any other zone in Germany as a pre-
lude to economic unity for all
Germany." :

CCORDING to the official minutes

of the Allied Control Council
(CONL/M(46)19), the meeting agreed
in view of the unpreparedness of the
other delegations to defer considera-
tion of the US proposal. At the next
meeting on July 30, 1946, according to
the official minutes (CONL/M(46)20),
the Control Council considered the
US Government's proposal. At this
meeting Marshall Douglas, (then the
British Military Governor) announced .
that after full consideration the Brit-
ish Government had authorized him
to accept, in principle, General
McNarney's offer. Comments on the
US proposal were made by the Soviet
representative at this meeting and by
the French representative at sub-
sequent meetings.

It should be recalled that the same
offer of the US Government to join
its zone economically with that of
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any other occupying power had pre-
viously been made before the Council
of Foreign Ministers by the Secretary
of State, Mr. Byrnes, on July 11, 1946,
at Paris, and was subsequently re-
iterated bv him in an address at Stutt-
gart on Sept. 6, 1946, The responsi-
bility for rejection of this offer and
for failure to include its zone in this
economic arrangement lies upon the
Soviet Union itself.

THE THREAT TO the authority of
the Allied Control Council does
not arise from the actions of the
United States, but rather from the
consistent pursuit by the Soviet Gov-
ernment in the eastern zone of Ger-
many of a systematic unilateral po-
licy of its own. The Soviet Govern-
ment has failed to observe the prin-
ciple of economic unity provided for
in Section III, B, 14, of the Potsdam
agreement.

It has likewise failed to insure, as
provided in Section III, B, 15 (C),
of the same agreement, “'the equitable
distribution of essential commodities
between the several zones so as to
produce a balanced economy through-
out Germany and reduce the need
for imports.”

It has carried out reparation re-
movals of industrial capital equipment
from the eastern zone without re-
gard to agreed limitations on such
removals and without consideration
of the legitimate peacetime require-
ments of the German economy.

It has also continuously taken rep-
aration in the form of resources and
current production contrary to the
understanding at Potsdam. The Soviet
Government under the guise of rep-
aration has taken into its possession
in gigantic trusts (the so-called Soviet
A.G's) major industrial establish-
ments in the eastern zone accounting
for 25 to 30 percent of the total re-
maining industrial productive capacity.

The Soviet Government has further-
more carried out in its zone a uni-
lateral policy with respect to political
activity, The Potsdam agreement en-
Visaged that local self-government
Wwould be re-established throughout
Germany on democratic principles;
that all political parties with rights of
assembly and of public discussion
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should be allowed and encouraged;
and that representative and elective
principles should be introduced in the
various levels of government,

In actual practice, however, the
Socialist Party was suppressed by
the imposed amalgamation with the
Communist Party into the Socialist
Unity Party, which has become the
new bulwark for a totalitarian regime
in eastern Germany, while the other
authorized political parties have
been subjected to pressure, discrimi-
nation and intimidation, and have not
been enabled to function freely.

Basic human rights are being denied
the population, while concentration
camps are being used anew for in-
dividuals unwilling to accept this new
totalitarianism. It is the unilateral po-
licy of the Soviet Union which has
cut off eastern Germany from its
natural intercourse, political and
economic, with western Germany.

The Soviet Government not only
charges the other three governments
with the inadequate functioning of
the Allied Control Countil but also
with the failure of the Council of
Foreign Ministers to reach agreement
on German questions during its 1947
sessions held in Moscow and London.
The officials records of these con-
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ferences do not confirm the Soviet
Government's assertion that it made
efforts to bring about four-power
agreement by meeting half-way the
proposals of the other powers.

The Soviet Government resorts to
a curious logic when it seeks to de-
monstrate its assertion by enumerating
proposals of the Soviet Union not
found acceptable by the other three
powers. By a sincere effort to arrive
at reasonable compromises, the Gov-
ernments of the United States, were
United Kingdom and France were
able to arrive at many agreed posi-
tions, only to find that the Soviet Gov-
ernment was not likewise ready to
seek solution acceptable to all four
powers,

T IS IMPOSSIBLE not to draw the

inference from the known proceed-
ings of the Allied Control Council
and the Council of Foreign Ministers
ihat the Soviet Government has been
pursuing in Germany objectives
different from those of the other oc-
cupying powers, who are seeking the
pacification of Germany and the
economic recovery of Europe as a
whole, including Germany,

This inference appears to be borne
out by the extensive remarks in the

(Signal Corps)
Members of the welfare group of the Nuremberg Military Post
Women's Club prepare clothing for distribution among the needy, The
clothing was sent from the United States by friends of the club members.
In the picture are (seated) Mrs. H. E. Bowen and Mrs. D. C., Clymer.
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Soviet Government's note of March 6
directed against American aid in the
economic recovery of Europe as well
as against the economic and political
cooperation of the United Kingdom,
France, Belgium, Holland and Luxem-
bourg confirmed in the treaty signed
at Brussels, March 17,

It is not these steps which have led
to the political cleavage of Europe as
claimed by the Soviet Government,
but rather prior actions of the Soviet
Government and a group of eastern
European states under Soviet in-
fluence which have disrupted the
normal framework of the European
community and. interfered with the
progress of recovery from the effects
of the war.

In the light of the foregoing, the
United States Government is not able
to agree with the Soviet Govern-
ment’s interpretation of the London
discussions on the German question.
The London discussions sought the
solution of the urgent political and
economic problems which have arisen
as a result of the continuous failure
to reach and implement quadripartite
agreement, due to the attitude of the
Soviet Government.

As was stated in the communique
issued on March 8 by the representa-
tives of the powers participating in
the informal London discussions: “The
participating powers had in view the
necessity of ensuring the economic
reconstruction of Western Europe in-
cluding Germany, and of establishing
a basis for the participation of a dem-
ocratic Germany in the community
of free peoples. While delay in reach-
ing these objectives can no longer be
accepted, ultimate four-power agree-
ment is in no way precluded.”

30-Day Visits Authorized

Foreign businessmen, including po-
tential buyers and sellers who require
accommodations from the occupation
authorities as well as those who can
arrange for their own food, lodging
and transportation, are now permitted
to remain in the Bizonal Area for
30 days during any six-month period,
the Joint Export-Import Agency at
Hoechst announced. The limit prior
to March 15 was 15 days.
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Four hundred fifty thousand seedlings are being planted in heavily-cus
areas of the Grunewald in the US Sector of Berlin under a spring re-
forestation program. Shown inspecting seedlings and checking on the
method of planting with German forestry oificials and a Military Govern-
ment interprefer (right) is Mr. Andrew J. Nichols, (without hat) of the
Food and Agriculture Branch, Office of Military Government, Berlin

Sector,

Germans Suspicious of Politics

Germans in the:' US-occupied area
have a definite suspicion of politics
and only 41 percent of those question-
ed in a recent survey believe that
individual participation in political
activities would help in the recon-
struction in Germany, the Information
Control Division, OMGUS, disclosed.

Along with several queries relating
specifically to politics, this pertinent
question was asked: “Would you be
willing to work an hour longer every
day for the reconstruction of Ger-
many?” Eighty-two percent of those
questioned answered “Yes.”

The German population's attitude
towards politics was undertaken by
the ICD Opinion Survey Section. The
survey was made in the US Zone and
in the US, British and French Sectors
of Berlin.

Thirty-six percent of the Germans
answered “"No" to this question: “Do
you think it would help in the recon-
struction of Germany if more Germans
would take an interest in politics?”
Twenty-three percent of those inter-
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rogated had no opinion one way or
another, and 41 percent replied affirm-
atively.

One of the significant points re-
vealed by the survey was that the
classes of German most vigorous in
their contention that individual poli-
tical interest and activity would not
help Germany's reconstruction were
former members of the Nazi Party,
who represented 48 percent of those
giving negative answers, and persons
having 12 years or more of formal
education, who made up the remainder
of that group.

Germans who do not believe poli=
tical interest and activity would not
aid in Germany's recovery gave |
various reasons for their beliefs. For
example, 11 percent of those answer-
ing negatively said politics frightened
them; 10 percent saw greater promise
in actual reconstruction work, and
expressed the opinion that obtaining
food and earning money were moré
important than politics. Six percent ot
this group described politics as the
basis for discord and division.
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Farmers Lend a Helping Hand
* k * *
Dieburg Makes 1,200,000-Pound Potato Contribution

A Hessian rural county that gave the
Nazi regime a "hard time" in collect-
ing food, has emerged, under US Mil-
itary Government, as a model food
collection agency, the Office of Mil-

itary Government for Hesse has
announced.
The farmers of Dieburg, a small

strip of land in the foothills of the
Odenwald, contributed 1,200,000
pounds of potatoes from their own
authorized stores in order to help out
their less-fortunate fellow citizens,
while at the same time they produced
more than 96 percent of their assessed
quota.

The voluntary drive was the result
of a meeting on Feb. 2 of all mayors
and leading farmers of the county,
called by Karl Ritzert, who was
ousted as mayor of Darmstadt during
the Nazi regime.

Urging the farmers to cooperate in
helping city labor get a fair share of
potatoes, Ritzert, and Dieburg’s Senlor
Liaison and Security Officer, Capt.
Mervin S. Clark, told the farmers that
factory workers could produce the
commodities agrarians wanted onlv
when properly fed.

Within five days after the meeting,
citizens' committees had called on
every farmhouse in the county, asking
for 60 pounds of potatoes from each
individual self-supplier's authorized
400 pounds allowance, With almost
6,600 Dieburg farmers contributing in
varying amounts, the 600 tons of po-
tatoes were quickly collected.

Dr. James R. Newman, Director of
OMGH, called the campaign the “first
example of spontaneous consideration
of the welfare of their fellow man by
people notoriously independent under
the Nazis, No law was issued to force
these farmers to contribute, yet they
voluntarily gave from their own pri-
Vate, legally-permitted stocks to help
out their own people.

"This is tangible evidence,” New-
man continued, "that these people are
learning something of living together
" a wholesome cooperative spirit. It
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is most encouraging to me to see man
helping his brother in times of stress.”

Captain Clark pointed out another
significant Dieburg trend. The county
is one of the leaders in the present
Hessian “signup” project, a plan
whereby farmers are asked to con-
tract to cultivate a specified acreage.

Coal Price Increased

An increase of RM 10 per ton on
the average price of hard coal has
been approved by the Bipartite Board.
This increase, which raises the
average price from RM 15 to RM 25
per ton, was recommended by the
German bizonal authorities and is
effective as of April 1, 1948.

As the new average price will not
meet the full production cost, the
Bipartite Board has also approved an
interim subsidy provision of RM 3 per
ton on hard coal produced during the
second quarter of 1948. A proviso is
made that this amount constitutes a
maximum limit for budgetary pur-
poses, but that actual payment of the
subsidy will be based upon proved
requirements of the hard coal industry.

Bizonia Will Receive
Eight More Depots

The US Army will turn over eight
more of its depots and installations
by June 30 to STEG, a German public
corporation, the OMSTEG Branch of
the Bipartite commelce and industry
group has announced.

These installations, plus the Med-
ical Depot at Weinheim which has
already been released, will complete
the turnover of a third of the 27 US
Army Depots marked for liquidation
under the terms of the recent bulk
sale agreement by which the Bizonal
Area economy receives all remaining
US Army surplus in Germany.

These depots include quartermaster,
ordnance and signal installations, two
vehicle parks containing trucks and
special purpose vehicles, and many
kinds of Army trailers.

Although no exact figure is avail-
able for the total value of the surplus
contained in the eight installations,
it has been estimated that the entire
27 depots which figure in the bulk sale
agreement contain stocks representing
an orginal cost of from RM 50,000,000,
to RM 1,000,000,000.

The installations are situated at
Griesheim, Wolfgang, Nuremberg,
Neu Aubing, and Mannheim.

Aluminium parts from wrecks of German and American warplanes are
shown being carted away from a field near Munich, to be smelted and
used in German industry. The program is being handled by STEG, a

German public organization.
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GOOD EDUCATION is the found-
which
careers are built; factual information
lessens the probability of misunder-
standing, allays rumors, and aids in

ation upon successful

arriving at a sound conclusion con-
cerning local, national, and
national problems,

inter-

Many years ago, the Army under-
stood fully the value of information
and education. With the advent of
World War II and the calling to the
colors of millions of young men,
funds were made available, and an
intensive information program was
launched. Educational opportunities
were provided in the form of the
United States Armed Forces Institute,
and the Army Specialized Training

Program.

The object of those programs, which
still remains the object of the Troop
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HiSTORY
OF THE

By Col. Otis McCormick

Chief, Troop Information and Education

Information and Education program,
was to “make the American soldier
the best informed of any Army and
to give him an opportunity to become
the best educated.”

Now, three years after the close of
the war, the Army still is operating
an extensive information and educa-
tion program. In Europe this is carried
out by the Troop Information and
Education Service of the European
Command. This Service, consisting of
the Chief's office in Frankfurt, the
7700 Troop Information and Education
Group in Stuttgart, The Stars and
Stripes at Pfungstadt, and the Ameri-
can Forces Network with the key
station in Frankfurt, covers the entire
US Zone in its activities.
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Group discussion, based on the Troop I&E
the backbone of the US Army's troop information pro-
gram. Here, a group reviews the history of World War IL

£ G

Bulletin, is

(TI&E photo)

The Service brings to the troops
their weekly information program,
offers them chances for education,
provides them daily with an 18-hour
radio program consisting of news,
other information, and entertainment,
and a daily newspaper, (The Stars and
Siripes) and its weekly magazine
supplement, WEEKEND.

Working with a small force of ad-
ministrators, educators, writers, and
research men, the 7700 Troop I&E
Group, Stuttgart, supetvises, under
the direction of the TI&E Chief, the
education system in the zone; pre-
pares the weekly Troop I&E Bulletin
for troop discussions, and conducts @
course for training in discussion-lead=
ing and educational advisement.

It also conducts United States Armed
Forces Institute (USAFI) courses;
makes scientific researches on soldier
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attitudes and opinions, and operates
a depot which provides text books for
information and education activities
in the zone.

DUCATION offered consists of

resident instruction, extension
courses, and self-teaching courses. In
each military post an Army Education
Center supervised by a trained civ-
ijlian educator has been established.
Wwith an enrollment of approximately
8,000 students, and conducting some
117,000 hours of instruction per month,
these centers offer courses in modern
languages, science, literature, photo-
graphy, art, and many other subjects.

Each soldier within the zone has
an opportunity to attend either an
Army Education Center or to enroll
in USAFI courses. Most of the in-
struction is in off-duty time, although
a few subjects, such as typing and
shorthand, are given during duty
hours.

Three of the Army Education Cen-
ters, at Frankfurt, Nuremberg, and
Munich, offer basic educational train-
ing to raise the standards of those
who have not had the opportunity to
attend school in the United States, to
the equivalent of the fifth grade. In
addition, a training center for Negro
troops at Kitzingen gives two hours
on-duty education training per day
for each individual who has not
completed high school.

USAFI courses for the European
Command are conducted by the
European Branch, USAFI, a part of the
7700 Troop I&E Group. USAFI offers
some 300 high school, technical school,
and first year college level courses
in two forms—self-teaching, and cor-
respondence,

In the self-teaching courses the
student studies without supervision
until he feels he can take an end-of-
course test. Correspondence courses,
on the contrary, require a certain
number of lessons to be submitted,
graded and corrected prior to the
end-of-the-course test. Upon success-
ful completion of the end-of-course
test in either type course, high
school or college credits may be
granted.

Enrollment in USAFI averages ap-
Proximately 15,000 students. The initial
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enrollment fee of $2 permits the sol-
dier student to take as many courses
as he may desire. However, he may
study not more than two courses at
any one time.

USAFI acts as a clearing house for
59 American colleges and universities
which offer high school and college
level courses to military personnel.
The advantage is that USAFI pays
for the lessons while the soldier must
pay only for text books and materials.

An additional service offered by
USAFI is the test consisting of such
field examinations which measure
knowledge of high school and college
subjects: General Educational Devel-
opment Tests (GED), to measure a
person’'s level of education, whether
he has formally taken the course or
acquired the knowledge by ex-
perience; and end-of-course tests
which may entitle the student to
school credits in the United States.

USAFI Headquarters in Madison,
Wis,, also helps arrange student ac-
creditation with his high school or
college. More than 2,000,000 academic
courses have been graded for work
done in the Army Education program.

The Army Education Centers offer
advice on education and arrange for
tests, for accreditation, and other
matters in which the student may be
interested. They test the student’s
level of education to determine what

courses he should take. This service
is free.

Another service provided by USAFI
is the two trailers that travel from
place to place in the zone, offering
over-the-counter USAFI enrollment.
Each trailer has an educational ad-
viser and a complete stock of forms,
textbooks, and materials. A soldier
has only to go to the USAFI trailer,
pay $2, and obtain a complete course
of study.

The Troop I&E Bulletin is the basis
for the weekly one-hour information
discussion required of all troops in
the zone. The objective of this bulle-
tin is to give factual information on
current problems. Some of bulletins
which have been published included
two on the Soviet Union, one on de-
mocracy, and two on communism.

ULLETINS are also prepared for

orientation of newly-arrived
troops, to give them a thorough
understanding of their missions in
Germany; the pitfalls; how they are
expected to conduct themvelves, and
a history of Germany and the German
people. Material also is prepared for
the orientation of dependents.

The Attitude Research Section con-
ducts many surveys to determine the
feeling of enlisted men and officers
toward current problems. These stud-
ies are used by staff sections and

Editorial oifices and production department of The Stars and Stripes

are housed in this building in Pfungstadt, Germany.
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commanders as a basis for planning,
or for corrective action.

The Troop I&E Staff School trains
about 75 discussion leaders every two
weeks.

O PROVIDE daily objective news

to the command, The Stars and
Stripes is published at Plungstadt,
about 20 miles south of Frankfurt. The
Stars and Stripes not only publishes a
daily paper and distributes it in Ger-
many, Austria, Trieste, Greece, and
Saudi Arabia, but also operates news
stands throughout the zone. These sell
some 80 current national periodicals.
The Stars and Stripes provides in many
places a delivery service for its news-
paper, as well as for WEEKEND, and
the European Edition of the New York
Herald Tribune.

Since the beginning of its career in
London on Aug. 18, 1942, The Stars
and Stripes has gone through a num-
ber of transitions, and has appeared
in a variety of forms, including a
single mimeographed sheet turned
out on the battlefields of Normandy,
and a three-language daily printed
not only for American troops but also
for the besieged French and German-
speaking populations of Strasbourg
during some of the darkest days of
the war.

The paper began as a weekly put
together in the plant of a London job
publishing house. It moved later to
the Printing House Square offices of
The Times of London. This edition,
and the first Mediterranean edition,
which appeared in November, 1942,
as a weekly printed in a dirty shop
on the edge of the Casbah in Algiers,
spawned the editions of Stripes that
kept soldiers informed of the march
of world events throughout the war,
and during the occupation.

The continental phases of The
Stars and Stripes began with a 5,000-
copy mimeographed issue turned out
a fortnight after D-day in the little
Norman village of Ste. Marie du
Mont., The next issue came out at
Ste. Marie Eglise. The staff had no
sooner got out its first few issues than
Cherbourg was liberated. The first
big continental edition was printed
there, starting on July 4, 1944, with a
press run of 100,000.
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Troops line up as they wait their turn to enter the mobile United

States Armed Forces Institute (USAFI) trailer truck.

HE SECOND edition was turned
out by the Journal de 1'Ouest, at
Rennes, printing 200,000 copies daily
from Aug. 21 to Sept. 20, suspending
publication two weeks after the Paris
edition began printing in the plant of
the New York Herald Tribune's Euro-
pean Edition. The Paris edition spawn-
ed numerous subsidiaries as the
front moved farther and farther away.
But throughout the war, Paris remain-
ed the home base. From its first run
of 20,000 copies, the Paris edition ex-
panded until it was printing 800,000
daily at the war's peak.

Meanwhile, the Mediterranean edi-
tion had moved up through Naples
and Rome into France, where editions
were established at Nice, Marseilles,
Grenoble and Dijon. Then the two
editions were combined for continen-
tal operations, with the Paris edition
over-all, serving as a clearing center
through its teletype system, for news
from all fronts.

The original Germany edition was
established in April, 1945, in Pfung-
stadt, in the emergency plant of the
Frankfurter Zeitung. Early in May,
1945, a second Germany edition was
established at Altdorf, near Nurem-
berg. In the spring of 1946, the
Pfungstadt edition was abolished, and
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only the Altdorf edition continued to
publish.

At the same time The Stars and
Stripes began its transformation from '
a GI newspaper to a self-supporting,
largely civilian operation. Then, on
Dec, 5, 1946, the paper moved from
Altdorf to Plungstadt.

Today's Stripes is a professionally- i
produced 12-page daily with a 16-page
Sunday edition, and its affiliate, the
24-page weekly magazine, WEEKEND.,

The Stripes sets itself the goal of
presenting a balanced cross section
of the news of the world, meeting all
the diversified interests of occupation
personnel, {rom sports to the intri-
cacies of current world political and
economic developments.

To accomplish this, Stripes employs
a professional staff of newspapermen
in the actual handling of the news in
Pfungstadt, and maintains bureaus in
Berlin, Frankfurt, Wiesbaden, Munich, |
Stuttgart, Vienna, Trieste, and Paris.
The New York bureau relays to Pfung-
stadt, via Signal Corps teletype, news
supplementary to the services pro-
vided by the Associated Press, United
Press, and International News Service.

Stripes maintains its own. photo-
graphic staff, and, in addition, obtains
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photographs from Acme and Inter-
national News Photographs for world
photo coverage.

Army teletype facilities link PIO
offices throughout the command with
Stripes, making available information
of more local interest.

WEEKEND has evolved from a long
string of supplements to The Stars
and Stripes until today it stands alone
as a weekly magazine dealing with
feature articles of special interest to
occupation personnel,

NE OF THE most important infor-
mation agencies operated by the
Troop Information and Education Serv-
ice is the American Forces Network.

"This is AFN serving American
Forces in Europe;”
That “station-break,” announced

every half hour, sums up the purpose
of the American Forces Network.
Since its inception in July 1942,
AFN’'s mission has been to provide
information, education, and entertain-
ment for US forces serving in Europe.
Although these "forces” now include
civilians and servicemen, and depend-
ents of both groups, AFN's three-
point purpose remains the same.

The physical set-up of AFN con-
sists of four studio installations and
eight transmitters. Studios and trans-
mitters are situated at Frankfurt,
Munich, Bremen, and Berlin. Addition-
al transmitters are at Stuttgart, Bay-
reuth, Bremerhaven, and AFN's short-
wave transmitters at Ismanning, near
Munich.

To accomplish its mission, AFN
maintains a staff of some six officers,
one warrant officer, 101 enlisted men,
31 American civilians, eight Allied
civilians, and 150 indigenous per-
sonnel, Headquarters AFN in Frank-
furt serves as key station, relaying all
transcribed programs for direct dissem-
ination by local stations, as well as
administrative center for all AFN in-
stallations. Also, all program plan-
ning for AFN is accomplished at
AFN-Frankfurt.

As a result, most of the AFN per-
sonnel is stationed in Frankfurt, with
outlying stations and transmitters
Mmaintaining only sufficient strength
to operate in the local area.
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HAT IS BROADCAST over AFN

from 0600 to 2400 every day?
Approximately 50 hours of every week
is filled with transcriptions of pro-
grams formerly broadcast in the Unit-
ed States. These discs are furnished
by the Armed Forces Radio Service,
of which AFN is a part.

To the listener that means he can
tune in and get Bob Hope's show, go
up Allen's Alley with Fred Allen, join
Bing Crosby in the Music Hall, sit
around the Chicago Round Table,
cheer his favorite in the Army-Navy
game, or hear President Truman ad-
dress Congress. The best in Stateside
entertainment, information, and edu-

A soldier-student steps down from a
USAFI trailer after obtaining a com-

plete course of study. (TI & E photo)
cation is shipped to AFN to carry out
its triple purpose.

The remaining 76 hours of every
broadcast week are filled in by studio
productions, originating in any one of
AFN's four studios. On the entertain-
ment side, this might include disc
shows, broadcasts or orchestras from
GI Clubs, and dramatic presentations.

Informationally, it might include
“GI Bull Session,”” a dramatized ver-
sion of the TI&E Bulletin; interviews
with personalities in the occupation,
or local bulletin boards filled with
timely announcements of local in-
terest.

And from the education standpoint,
such programs as "Epic of America,”
"The American Story,” and "The
American Radio Theater" are carried
over AFN. .
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Surveys have been made of listener
groups to ascertain listener prefer-
ences. On the basis of these surveys
and after careful discussion of the
programming phase of AFN, these
percentages of time have been allot-
ted to each type of program:

Popular Music 43.0
Comedy 7.5
Variety 75
Information & Education 11.6
Classical Music 10.0
News (all types) 7.0
Western Music 5.0
Sports & Special Events 4.0
Drama 27
Religion 1:7

Incidental to its mission concerning
Americans in Europe, AFN recently
obtained some figures on European
listenership. A series of spot announce-
ments were transmitted via medium-
wave and short-wave facilities in mid-
November, inviting all listeners to
give details of reception.

More than 1,600 letters were receiv-
ed from listeners in 31 countries, from
the British Isles, to Greece, Egypt, the
Azores, Turkey, Australia, North
Africa, Norway, Sweden, Finland;
Italy, Spain, Hungary and numerous
ships in the Atlantic.

These letters, without -exception,
praised AFN for having introduced
and maintained American standards
of radio entertainment and dissemi-
nation of information.

N LINE with AFN's mission, local

programs from each station, and
network programs produced by AFN
personnel play a part.

The local bulletin boards, for
example, each day give five to 15 min-
utes (varying with the station) to
events and items of interest to resi-
dents of the community. These include
announcements such as the shutting
off of electricity at certain hours, and
of amusements.

“Men of Munich” is a program
which introduces local men and women
with interesting jobs in the occupa-
tion. Every Sunday there is a half-
hour of entertainment for children of
occupation personnel, starting with
Uncle Don reading the funnies and
closing with the Singing Lady.

"Occupation Report” on the last
Friday of every month is a detailed
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monthly report from the Military
Goverment state directors concerning
the occupation. ""Special Assignment”
gets the facts on current stories in
the US Zone.

AFN also takes a leading part in
campaigns such as the March of
Dimes, for the National Foundation
for Infantile Paralysis. AFN collected
more than 3,000 used Christmas cards,
which are being used to teach English
and art in German youth activities.

Strictly as a service, all stations
carry advice for dog owners on a new
program called "Going to the Dogs."
Another Service is a lost-and-found
column of the air on every station.

The Blue Danube Network, operated
by US Forces in Austria, provides the
same type of radio service as AFN.
With stations at Vienna, Linz, and
Salzburg, it covers the entire US Zone
of Austria.

Improper Leases Revealed

Upon discovery that certain semi-
official organizations have been leas-
ing property for their use directly
from the Germans, Military Govern-
ment has instructed its field Property
Control Officers that this practice is
not - in accordance with Military
Government procedure.

No official or semi-official organi-
zation operating in the occupied
areas of Europe may lease directly
from. German civilians, companies, or
firms. All such contracts must be
made through the proper Real Estate
Officers of the US. Army in the area
concerned. .

Present leases made outside the
proper channels will be voided, and
the property necessary for the func-
tioning of the organizations will be
requisitioned by the Army and
reassigned to the interested organi-
zations.

Military Government Report No. 31

Needy Students Selected

The Universities of Munich, Er-
langen, and Wuerzburg are selecting
names of needy, worthy law students
eligible for 30 scholarships recently
set up in these schools by the Legal
Division, Office of Military Govern-
ment for Bavaria.
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Revised Postal Books Authorized

In accordance with a quadripartite
decision in January, 1948, revised
postal publications are authorized,
containing Universal Postal Union
requlations necessary for the ad-
ministration and operation of inter-
national postal service for Germany.

These publications will be prepared
in German and French (the latter
being the official language of the
Universal Postal Union). It has been
agreed that the Post, Telephcne, and
Telegraph Section of the Magistrat of
the City of Berlin will prepare pre-
liminary drafts for submission to the
Allied Communications and Posts
Committee of the Allied Control
Authority, for approval.

All books will be printed by the
State Printing Office (Staatsdruckerei)
in Berlin, and expenses involved will
be divided among the zonal postal
administrations in proportion to the
number of copies ordered.

Five separate books will be pre-
pared as a result of this decision. The
Universal Postal Handbook (Weltpost-
handbuch) will contain general serv-
ice regulations for all international
postal services between all the
countries of the world.

The Postal Book-Letter (Briefpost-
buch) will consist of detailed informa-
tion on letter mail services authorized
in the international postal service,
specifying classes of letter mail,
permissible weights, sizes and content,
and rates.

The Postal Book-Parcel Post (Paket-
postbuch) will consist of complete
regulations for the international
parcel post service covering rates,

content, size and weight limitations,
routings, and items prohibited by the

various countries of the world.

In addition, a table (Table CP-1)
will be prepared containing data as
to rates, transit fees, routes of trans-
mission, and lists of intermediate
countries and maritime services in-
volved between Germany and all
other countries.

Reichspost officials will also compile
a revision of the Customs Regulation
Book (Zollhandbuch), which will in-
clude rules and regulations governing
all categories of postal matter trans-
mitted via international postal
channels between Germany and
foreign nations.
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(Continued from page 7)
Courts in Germany

resist the tide or to step aside and
watch it pass.

Few judges or Justice Ministry
officials were members of the Party
before 1933. Many anti-Nazis resigned
or were ousted immediately after
Hitler .came to power. Early in 1933,
for example, it was estimated that all
non-Aryan judges had been removed,
and the following year Hans Frank
declared: “It is unbearable to us to
permit Jews to play any role what-
soever in the German administration
of justice.” This meant, in effect, that
non-Aryan lawyers were henceforth
barred from practice in the courts.
The ranks were doubtless filled with
others more sympathetic to National
Socialist ideals and aspirations.

But many remained from the Wei-
mar regime. It has already been point-
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ed out that their training and back-
ground may not have equipped them
for resistance to innovations. which,
however vicious, masqueraded under
the proper statutory cloak. Many may
in all sincerity have failed to see the
way the wind was blowing in 1933,
and others, more perceptive, may
have thought that by working behind
the scenes they could meliorate a
distressing situation. The disillusion-
ment of these latter as events unfol'ded'
must have been utter and complete.
Upon the surrender in 1945 the
Allies—and anti-Nazi Germans—were
confronted with two problems of
utmost urgency and importance: what
to do with those who had made them-
selves-a part of the Nazi system-of
justice, and how to revamp the law
and its judicial application so as to
make any recurrence of the debacle"
impossible.
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Trustees Appointed
For 43 Farben Units

The far-flung I.G. Farbenindustrie
is slowly being decentralized, and the
units are being placed under sepa-
rate management when they are re-
tained as an integral part of the
German economy. In doing this, Mili-
tary Government has been releasing
units designated to be released to
the I. G, Farben Control Office.

The most recent figures show that
of the 50 I.G. Farben units designa-
ted, 43 have trustees appointed for
their management by the I. G. Farben
Control Office and that, of this num-
ber, 30 have been actually released
by Property Control to the I. G. Far-
ben Control authorities.

Hesse state was the richest area in
the I.G. Farben kingdom with 23
units.

Seven units remain for which I. G.
Farben Control Office must appoint
trustees and 13 units yet to be re-
leased from Property Control, These
figures apply only to the 50 plants
so far designated for release to the
I. G. Farben Control authorities. —
Military Government Report No. 31.

ERP—and Germany’s Opportunity

Maj. Gen. George P. Hays, the US
Deputy Military Governor, spoke at
the reopening of the enlarged Wuer!-
temberg-Baden export exhibition in
Stuttgart,

He said that the Bizonal Aread's ex-
port-import program gives Germany
its first chance to show that the
German people are ready to accept
their responsibilities under the Mar-
shall Plan, and to meet their obliga-
tions among the free nations of the
world, His speech in part follows:

HE GREATEST hope for the peace

of the world today lies in the
spirit which has impelled countries of
different languages, traditions, and
economic usage to join together as
neighbors and friends for mutual
recovery.

Less than two weeks ago the US
Congress voted a loan of over
$6,000,000,000 for assistance to war-
ravished nations throughout the
world, The European Recovery Pro-
gram is unique in the history of the
world.

The only ‘restriction” on the ERP
money is that it is to be used for

A package containing streplomycin reaches Berlin by air for the treat-
ment of a four-year-old German girl, Gunda Berkmann, critically ill with
tubercular meningitis. Col. Fred Crimmons (left) deputy chief of Temple-
hof Air Base, piloted the special C-47 flight. Shaking hands are Capt.
Samuel Fagge, medical officer from Frankfurt, and Dr. Eugene Schwarz,
acting chief of the Public Health Branch, Oifice of Military Government
for Berlin Sector. The streptomycin was donated by the Women's

Auxiliary of the US Rhine-Main Air Base.
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food, machinery, and raw materials
essential for the recovery of the re-
cipient nations.

A fundamental prerequisite of par-
ticipation in the European Recovery
Program as stated in Secretary of
State Marshall’'s first enunciation of
the plan 10 months ago was that each
nation included should take every
step within its power necessary for
a revival of its economy. The nations
concerned have been doing just that
and have chopped away at trade bar-
riers that have obstructed European
trade throughout history.

The bizonal export-import program
is Germany's first chance to show the
rest of the world that the German
people are ready to accept their re-
sponsibility under the Marshall Plan
and to meet their obligations among
the free nations of the world. Nine-
teen forty eight should be a year of
greatly increased exports and surging
recovery everywhere in the western
zones of Germany.,

This plan is more than simply a
design for economic recovery. By
eliminating old trade barriers and by
substituting cooperation for economic
conflict, it is helping to construct the
foundation for a peaceful world.

The inclusion of Germany in this
plan must indeed be encouraging to
those who have been confronted with
the problems of food, clothing and
shelter in this state.

T MEANS more than just a great
step forward towards this country’s
economic betterment. The willingness
of countries which have just con-
cluded a war with Germany now to
include her in this program is a mile-
post on the road to friendship and
peaceful cooperation as well.

The very spirit of this plan is that
of self-help, friendship and coopera-
tion. The door was and is open to
those who do not seek self-aggran-
dizement, who truly wish to build a
new and peaceful Europe, who wish
to erase the wounds of history, who
really seek the greatest good for plain
people.
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“Aid to School System Urged

- At a conference of all American
teachers in the US Zone held at the
Chiemsee Rasthaus in Munich, Gov.
Murray D. van Wagoner, director,
‘Office of Military Government for
‘Bavaria, urged them to help make the
German school system more de-
mocratic through discussion groups
and personal contact with German
teachers.

Governor van Wagoner contrasted
.American methods of education, in
which development of individual per-
sonalities is stressed, with the rigid
"Fuehrer prinzip” regimentation me-
thods emphasized in Germany.

“Military Government has been
very concerned about the German
education system from the beginning
of the occupation,” the Governor told
his audience. “We gave the Germans
ample time to rectify it themselves.
Very little progress was made, There-
fore during the past year we have
set down definite requirements for
‘their compliance in reforming the
school system.

“During the past few months in
Bavaria I have been amazed at the
type of educational system which still
exists here, the Governor continued.
“The elementary and secondary
schools are built on a two-track sy-
stem. Children at the age of 10 are
separated. Those of wealthy families
and presumed exceptional ability go
on to what is called the gymnasium,
which prepares them for college. The
children of farmers and poorer families
‘and those with less ability are sent
to vocational and part-time schools
for trade training. '

“No cognizance is taken of the fact

that 10 years of age is much too soon
to determine what a child’s ability and
future should be. Only eight percent
of the "youth attend the gymnasium
and 92. percent receive only voca-
-tional training and go into apprentice-
ship.”
. Lack of free text books, absence of
courses in civics and social sciences,
and insufficient education for teachers
in lower grades were among the other
evils of the present system pointed
out by the director.
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-Governor van Wagoner said that as
one enters a German schoolroom,
“Here is what you will find in most
instances. The children will jump to
attention, stiff as little soldiers. There
will be no smiles, no 