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AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE

ST. CROIX COUNTY, WISCONSIN :
OMER W. PECK, County Agri. Agent

BALDWIN, WISCONSIN

November 13, 1944

To the Honorable Board of Supervisors
St. Croix Gounty, Wisconsin

Gentlemen:‘

We are pleased to submit thié report, the second we have had the
pleasure of preparing, to you.. We now have a little over a yecr of
work in your county behind us., It has been a very pleasurable one,
to be sure.

Inmediately following the table of contents will be found the
Agricultural Extension Program as prepuared and adopted by your
Agricultural Committee for the year, 1944. It will be observed
that most of our objectives have been recched. In the case of
those that were not, the fact will be noted, that again this year
our office was called on to spend considerable ,time and effort at
various projects resulting from the war effort. Detailed informatian
on severecl of thesc projects will be found within the report,

Our office was agein fortunate to have furnished to us Federal
Funds with which we could employ a full-tine Farm Labor Assistant,.
Bocouse of this agsistance we have becn able to keep up with the
form lobor situation. We also had further funds available fron
specicl appropriation with which we werc able to add to our office
force beginning March lst a Wer Foud Assistant, Miss Edria L. Sontag
was secured to fill this position. Miss Sontag hed worked with our
office a year previous as a Summer Club Leader, consequently shc was
able to fit into our program quickly and efficicntly. Much of tho
ercdit for the fine, offective 4-H Club program this past year
belongs to her. ;

We invite your comments and suggestions at any tino. We shall
be glad to come into your respective comnmunities whenever we can be
of service to you or your necighbors.

We wish to thank the farmers of St. Croix County for the fineo.
cooperation we have received in the various prograns we have undore
token. We also wish to thank the nenbers of the Agriculture War
Bozrd, the Voecectionel Agriculturc Teachers, the rural teachers, the
4L=H Club leaders, and all others who have cooperated and helped

» muke the 1944 Agricultural Extension Progran successful,

 Respectively Subnitted,

Omcr W. Pook '
County Agr'l. iAgent
St. Croix County
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AGRICULTURAL EXTENSICN PROGRAM
St. Croix County - 1944

Youth

4(~H Club Vork 3

600 members; 75% Achievement; Centralization of club
organization; Emphasis on development of leadership;
Countywide 4~H Club fair; Older youth fairs; County

4=H Contests; Emphasis on projects supporting production
of food for war; Food preservation and clothing repair;
Demonstrution teams,

Food for war

Dairy Cattle & milk production; Sheep production;

Swine production; crop production; poultry production,
Assist in educationul phases of progroms to atep up
production; maintain DHIAs; better bull calf program;
better feeding; diseasc and parasite control and
sanitation in all livestock phases; efficient production
of farm crops with emphasis on good secd; seed sourccs,
hybrid corn, viclund oats, potatoes & hay; Widespread
coverage through neighborhood leaders and other tricd
proceduros; Weed control; Farm ga:dcen program.

Conservation of men, land and metorials

Soil improvcment; Erosion control; Farm labor and
machinery. Soil tests on 400 farms; Swine program;
Educationcl cffort on fertilizer combinations and
application; Usc work plan for soil conservation
district as guide to educational work supporting erosion
control; cmphesis on pasture improvement; Farm labor
service to County furmcrs us per state plan, to fill
requirements as necrly as possible in full time and
seasonal necds; Stress by meetings & N/L care & repair
of machinery, Comnunity use of farn machinery, labor
saving devicos and nachines; Educational effort on
roasons for rationing; County War Board activities.

Minor Projccts |

Hone Economics; Food preservetion & storage, patching;
Farm organizotions - work with :
Income Tax service

Cooperutive tcsting associantion with Creameries.

Approved:
Walter Karnes
B, F, Rusy Chairman Agr'l. Comnittee
Dist. Ext. Supervisor Omer W, Pcck

Co. Agr'l. Agent
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ACTIVITTES CF "HE COUNTY ACilJLTURAL AGTNT (2)
Noveribor 1, 1943 %o Ootnbis 135 1944
Combined with thoss of tho Varm Louor Assistinnt and the

Energeucy War Food ‘spistant

% ok ok %

One of our biggest respousibilities, and the one which has
demanded the largest amount of tiric on the bagis of days of work
devoted to it, has been Farn Lobor. Mr. Walter Karnes, who has worked
with us eleven of the past 12 nonths, has devoted full-time to the
various questions arising from the problem, In addition, your County
agent hos found it necessary to cevote nany days of his own time to
the progran as well,

In 1943 St. Croix County was known quite widely for the effcctive
way in which it took care of the farm labor shortage within itself,
In that year a great deal of credit hed to be given to everyone for
the fine way in which they cocperuted. This was “spvecinlly true of
the business men from the varinus towns who gave ireely of their time
in assisting with -the harvesting of the crops.,

In 1944, we have tried to carry on the tine program., Ageain we
received splendid cooperation fron everyonc., oand again the farm crops
of St. Croix County were harvested procticolly 100% without danage
due to scarcity of labor, A4s far as -u: office is concerned, we
found the demands on us during the harves* seanson were not nearly as
heavy as they were in 1943. This was also true of the various cone
nittees orgnnized among business non over tac county to offer part-
time help. What the recason for this was is hard to say. We believe
it to be the accunuletion of several faetors.

In the first place farners hed elready been through one hard
serson and they were better prepared, either through better planning
of their own work, or by crrenging to exchonge work with their !
neighbors, to fece the situation. Also, they und their fenmilios
realized the situation and were better prepared to work longer and
harder than they nay have becn anccustorned to get the job done., Too
nuch credit cannot be given to the farn wonien, the boys and girls,
and to the older folks, for their pert in the harvesting of St. Croix
County's crops.

In the second place we were nlso nided by the fect that our hdy‘
crop was somewhat short, and thus it was casier to take care of,

A third factor very inportant this past season was the ideol
wecther which existed during riost of the -season,

4 good deal of our tine was devoted to work.: closely with
our vearious Selective Serviec Boards. While clways being sure to
play fair with thonm, we have left no stones vnturied in pointing out
to the verious boards how all-inportant it wip that our farm labor
supply not bec depleted to the point whore it tilght becone dangerous.
Right hcre we would like to point out tha® St. Croix County farners
have been fortunate to have such & liberal, booad-ninded Loecal
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Selective Service Becerd, In our d:nlings wish boards in many
counties und several states, we have found that very fow are as
syripathetic of the farmcr's position as is our own.

The placing of farn hands hasg been the smallest pert of our
progran this year; not becnusc - . the farncrs did not need help,
but simply beccusc no help wns cvailable, Nevertheless, approxinately
160 feriers were assisted in findiug hired help through the facilities
of our office this past year.

Meny farmers and farm-1ande cane to us with their problens
relative to agricultural defernienti, We have given all the help we
could along this line, ond usually our ussistonce has proven
satisfactory. 4s far as we know, not a single man has been drafted
fron St. Croix County who was ceserving of a defernent, who honestly
wanted to farr, and who cone to us before it was so late our heonds
were tied. This was true whether the nrn wes registered in our own
county, in neighboring‘countics, in Minncsota, or in such fay-off
pluces such ns Detroit, New Jerscy, or California. In some instonces
we had to carry the cascs to tho rcepective State Directors of
Selective Service, to goct satisfactery scttlenent, but never to the
President. 1In all, aubout 300 farn.rs were contacted or assisted in
sorie phcse of this problen,

Last spring it beonre covident that farnoers were beconing
confused by conflicting news urticles and rcports regording the status
of boys with 2-C clascificntion, It also was evident that nony
folks, both rural end city, cspecially young folks of high school
fgo, were not fully appreciative of the great contribution to the
war effort our furncrs were rieking. At the same tine, both our
office and the loecal Selcetive Service Office werec experiencing a
situation where nore and nore of our good farn Yoys were wanting to
enlist belicving they were not doing their purt, Consequently, wa
arronged, in cooperation with the local Seloctive Service Board and
verious ipterested organizations una persons, te hold a serics of
ncetings where some of these problens could be discussed, Evening
ncotings were arranged in cight places in the county., At nost of
the'rieetings a nember of tho draft bourd was present ~nd in each
cnsc we showed two excellent movies doaling with she same subject,
Anyone and everyonc was invited to attend. The ricetings proved
highly successful., 4 total of over 600 people attended the cight
nmeotings! In eddition, on the afternoon of each day we went into
the locel high schools and showed the snnc novies and talked to
the students about the situation. Over 900 students were present
at thesc neetings,
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SOILS MANACTMINT ‘

St. Croix County, according to recently relcased Fecdcoral and
Sfate Shatistics, although far from the le rgest county in the State
in total area, ranks seventh amcng the 71 counties in area of crop=-
i2nd. We have in the county approxinately 233,000 acres of crop-
iond with almost another 95,000 acres of plowable pasturc lond.
Fil/c of the six counties rcnking nbove us are in the snuthern
saeiion of the state, the si<tih belng Marathon, t"c largest county
1a tho state.

These facts give us a right to be considered one of the rost
important counties in the state agriculturciiy--ond we arc; and have
been for a long time! However, before patting ourselves on the
back too much, wc should stop to consider by what ncens we cume to
this high-ranking position,

The early settlers found that nature hed blessed this county
with excellent soil conditions, Thousands of acras of rich prairic
soil were found, and muech of the rcst of the county was covered
with hardwood timbor, which when cut-off, opened 1p thousands more
acres of highly productive land--and so, this county was settled
early and farmed hecvily. Grains beccane the leading crop. In fact,
at onc time, we worc thc leading whect growing county in the United
Stutes. - <

However, although nature blesscd us with thousands of rich
acres, level enough for easy ferming, she ncither node the supply
of plant foods unlimited, nor the topography level enough to keep
all the top soil in its original place. Conscqueatly, becuuse of
thcse facts, and becuuse of the heavy grain farning carried on in
most of the county over the years, we have come to the place where
hundreds of acres of our oncc good lend is now alrost worthlesse.
The najority of our soils arc fast tpproaching that condition.

Realizing this situation, your Agricultural Committee at its
Plonning Meeting a year ago dccided that the probrLen of Proper
Soil Management was onc of the nost inportant feeing our farncrs.,
Fertile, productive soils are the basis of good I:.'n managenent at
eny tine. Unless we huve soils thot will producc, we have no
foundotion on which to build a sound farning progrem. A furner nay
preparc his soil ever so carcfully, hc ney use the best of seed,
he moy care for und harvest his crops according to the latest
recommendations, and he may fced those crops to as good animals as
money cun buy; but, unless he has good, fertile soils to put his
seced into, he hes at lenst onc strike against him before he even
. sterts. Consequently, during the year, the vecrious phases of good
s0il nunagencnt haove cone in for considerable enphasis.

 Fertilizor Denonstrations

In 1943, your county agont, in coopcration with Mr. Chepnan
arranged for four cdencnstriotion plots on fertilizers of grains.
Results of these demonstrations proved very successful, Consequently,
we invited Mr. Chapmen bock into our county last winter for a series
of meetings at which he discussed the results of the plots, and many
other soil nanagement problens ns well, He also showed colored
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movics of the plots in 1943. The neetings wore woll t.ttonded and
" the farners werc nuch intercsted,

Because of ‘the success of tho 1943 progren it was decided to
carry on with tho sene typec of Plots in 1944, Fivc plots were
planned on four.farns, Aguin Mr. Chapriun cooperated with us. Ageain
the rcsults were very outstonding. Onc plot, on the Vorn Cuturin
form in Springfield was drowned »at; the others cruae through fine.

Elsewhere in this report will be found inserted a scparate
sheet on which will be found the tabulated results of this year's
brogrird.  The results speak for thensclves, Certainly, after studyig
thzes pesults, and knowing thet they only duplicute those of 1943
it would not seenm that anyone could questiosn the edvisability of
nsing fertilizers om grains. Yet we know there are nuny who still
doubt thet it is a paying proposition, so our job still loons big,

In studying these results it is interesting o note that nlnost
inveriobly -there was much greater response to the vasc of potash in-
the fertilizer than there wes to using only phosphatec, slso,
usunlly thce profits were multiplied severnl tincs ovoer by use of
potasii, Thesec results only substrnticte our findings in the many
80il tests we hiuve riade==that potesh is nore of o liniting feetor
in our svils thun is phosphate,

On the tabulation shoet also will be found the results of two
Plots run on the use of Ancniuwa Nitrote on pastures. Four plots
werc put in, but becausc of wet weather, we were so delayed in
applying with two of then thet final rosults were almost worthlcss,

Arioniun Nitrate, a nitrogen fertilizer, was new lest year.
It is a by-product of the sonunition incustry. In vddition to the
plots we put in, severcl furners also tried it., We h:ve yet to
hevr of onc who didn't believe it to be o pcying proposition,

Agein the results speck for thenselves, Annoniun Nitr:te,
however, can be uged only for gruss pestures. If the pastures are
nore than 40% clover or alfelfn it is doubtful if it wculd be n ‘
peying proposition, However, practicnlly all of the 95,000 acres of
pasture previously nuntioned arc in grussos and undsubtedly would
profit fron the use of this fertilizer.,

Educttional Phases of the Progrﬁn

This pust sumner we took several noving pictures shots of the
plots at various tines to show the results, We nlso hove bbtained
froa Nr. Chopnan the pictures he took in 1943, Thesc we hove
corbined to ricke o novie on Soil Munecgenent in St. Croix County. It
is our belief that nany forners, although they ncy recd of the
‘results of on experincnt neny tines, yet put little faith in - T, R
unless they can see it with their own eyes. Becouse it is inpossible
to have them ull obscrve the plots during the growing season, we
believe noving pictures to be the next best thing, Consequently,
this following year, £t every opportunity, we shell show these
pictures and expluin the results, Ve intend to continue to nake
Bettor Soil Managenicnt one of cup biggust ains,
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- Soil Conservation District

A few years ugo you goentlomen saw fit to organize St. Croix
"County into a Soil Conscrv:.tion District. You were very wise in g
doing so. Over 400 farners hove alroady aveiled thenselves of this
opportunity to do sonething about soil losscs on their forn. Four
trained non are kept busy ell the tine, und still cre unable to

kecp up with requests for nssistance, ;

Our office has cooperated with the Soil Conservition Service
Porsoncl on several occasions, as they have cooper:ted with us when
pogsibles. During the past year we heve taoken adventage of
ormortunities to bring to the furners of the county the scriousness
i ohe soil erosion threat, und tho fact that in the services of
tlie Soil Conservation District they have an apportunity to do scne-
thing about it. There are a few cress in the county where farners
hove not shown the interest in the problen, as they have in other

arccss.  We have ‘been especiclly interested in edu:ating these areas
in the situation.

In nid-surner, ‘the Scil Conservation Service Personel tond our
office took the nembers of your Agriculture Connittee, who act as
Supervisors of the Distriet, and several other interested parties

on a tour of the county to view their work. It proved interesting
and educational,

Area Planning

During the pcst year fron tine to tine and fron various sources, .
cule questions cnd suggestions regurding the seriousness of the
soil erosion problen in the northwestern section of our county.
This areu, beciuse of the corbined effect of its topography and soil
conditions, scens to be suffereing from a situation somewhut differem
fron the rest of the county. Consequently, in Septciber, -our office,
along with the Scil Conscrvetion Scrviece Personel cnd the Chairmen of
three towns in that area, arrunged to have six ren fron the College
of Agriculture at M&dison, cach speeiulists in difforent lines, here
to tour the urea for observation and nake suggestions s to future
plenning and nanagenient. One doy was spent in visiting six farns
in the arcas” The second doy was spent in neetings. On the afternoon
of the second dcy, 2 public .icoting was held ot Sonerset. This was
tttended by about 65 farners.

In brief, the recommnendations of these nien were to the effcet
thrnt grass-lund farning should be encouraged in rwost of this arca.
It was pointed out that the continued cropping of the land as now
procticed could only result in still greater los~ag in the future.
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1 Check 366 1313_v__ 3ok 915 21,00 hek3 16457
-‘FRANK'HEIBEL it [hiitare Inastig Dry weighg feed -|Yield per A. of Forage Igalue of |Cost of | profit
'C o hbgyesgs. L . - o el Fert,
Clear Lake Loem nitrate (150 | 24,00 1bse per acre 4700 ib. dry weight __iig?ﬁgg'- $4.50 | $13.50
CoNiEE i o check 2300 1b. dry weight '
MERLIN STRUMKE|!Silt |Pasture |Ammonium 150 | 1900 1lbs. i R
3T \ per acre {3600 1lb. dry weight 15.00 ‘
;Aew Richmond |ILoam 2;;:;te 1900 Th,. dry matene 5 4.50 10.50
= N

X Response due to residual effzct of fertilizers a

*

_ pplied in 1942 and 1943.
Oats Tigured at (80¢) psr bu.asl. Straw at $5.00pper ton. . .



Dairying

Approxinately 55%. of the farm income in St. Croix County comes
from milk. Add to that the income from the sale of surplus dairy
stock eand veal calves and we have almost 2/3 of the farm income
comning from dairying. This classes our county as principally a
dairy county, and rightly so for we have many conditions favorable
- to the production of milk.

That our dairy business is not an insignificunt port of making
Wisconsin "America's Dairyland" is shown by the fact that recently
Peleased government statistic show that our county out of 3,066
counties in the United States ranks 47th in the nunber of cows
milked and 47th in milk produced on farns. We also rank 96th in
value of dairy products sold by forms. To be ranked in the first
100 counties in the country on three sepcrate tabulations, is sone-
thing to be proud of.

Realizing this importance of the dairying enterprise, it is
only reasonable to expect that it should receive the bulk of our
efforts as regards to livestock. During the past year we have
expended our time in several different directions in connection with
this enterprise.

On Merch 1l4th several farmers interested in better breeding of
Holstein cattle met at the County Asylum -and organized themselves
into a St. Croix County Holstein Breedecrs Association. The followe
ing officers were elected: Wesley Berend, New Richnond, President;
Art Henson, Baldwin, Vice-President; Oswald Nelson, Baldwin, Secretary=
.Treasure, Other nenbers of the board of directors were as follows:
Joe Hellmer, Glenwood “Yity, H, B, Olson, Harmmond; and Robert Drexlar,
Glenwood City. Since being formed little has been done in the :
organization, partly beccuse farners have been so busy and partly
beeccuse the Americun Holstein Brecders Association has been without
the services of a field man most of the summer. We plan to go
ahead further with the Association soon.,

Once the Holstein Breeders Association has been firmly extablished
we hope to orgenize similar associctions in sone of the other breeds. .

In April, 1944 we had the misfortune to lose to the Arny the :
last of our Dairy Herd Improverient Association testers, Wilkird Voskuils
Since that time the only cow testing work being done has been that !
done by 4., E., Hornig in his Pierce-8t. Croix Association, Howcver,
we still have .very nuch interest over the rest of the county and it
is our belief that as soon as personel is again available we will be
able to rcecorganize immediately.

Within the past year there scoms to have been incroased interest
in eradication of Bang's Disceose. We counseled with and assisted a
great ncny farmers on onc phase or cnother of this problen,

Last winter we held several ncetings at which we discussed many
questions connceted with better deiry coattle manogericnt, with
particulcr emphesis on feeding. This will be one of the things which
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should come in for considerable ernipheasis this next year as wcll}
Swine

The hog population of our county has increased groatly in the
post few years. 1944 saw a slight set back in this growth, but our
nunbers are still large. It is a known faet that when increcsed
nunbers of livestock arc confined to the same territory, discase and
perasites are sure to becone more troublesome. Fortunately, we have
had no serious out-break of comnunicable disecase among our hogs, but
parasites such as lice, nites und stomach worns have becone nore
troublecsone,

A hog covered with lice or mites cunnot be confortable, cone
sequently it ccnnot be expected to conscrve its energy or eat as
thriftily as will a contented pig. Neither can one which finds up
to 3 of its feed used up by storiach woms be expected to nmake thrifty
gains. If a farmer wants to noke pork at the lowest possible cost
and clso nuke the most aonservetive use cf the linited feed supply,
he will have to do sonething to rid his hogs of thesc parasites.

Reclizing this to be true we invited Mr. Janes Lacy of the College
of Agriculture into the county for a series of meetings on proper
hog dipping and drenching denonstrations. Following this, we took
orders to help 2 number of our furncrs obtuin the proper naterials
for the work. About 15 gnllons of oil was distributed, cnough for
~about 1,200 pigs.

Sheep

Sheep are one of the ninor sources of incone in our county, yet
in sone areas they cre very important. Again this year, as for scveral
years previous, the University of Wisconsin Ran Truck stopped in our
county. This truck, operated by the University of Wisconsin on a
non-profit busis, tours the state buying und selling purebred, proven
reris.  This gives any farmer who is really intercsted in naking sheep
- reising a profitable business, anh opportunity to purchase rons of
o quality, und from a nuch larger selection than probably would
othergise be possible. After all, the rem, like the bull, is half
the flock.
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Potutocs

A year ago the county agent's office earricd on n very successful
pregrun by bringing into the county three carloads of certificd seced
peuctocs.  Last spring therc agoin was some interest in such o
pregeaa, although not conparable with the year previous, because
arly forners 8till had good sced. Ls a result our office ugain
ndaieted 47 farners in getting clean certified secd, A large truck
lotd cone in consisting of 7800 pounds. Unfortunately, either because
of n'or seed, or beccuse of the unusuclly warm, wet weather lust
Sprinz, severcl farncrs hed poor luck with the se. 1, reporting
consiloroble spailoage., This was particularly true of the Sabagos.

5% Cproix County fermers of late years have not shown nwuch
inter ° in growing potatoes, Mahy clainm they are lucky to get their
sced beck., Lcst winter we erranged n scrics of neetings with -
Mr.Milwerd of the College of Agriculturc with the thought that it
would be an excellent opportunity for our furaers to ask questions
and zet up-to-the ninute infornction on the subjcet., Mr, Milward
cune cspecinlly prepared to discuss potuto discascs and varieties.
The ncetings were not too well attended.,

- In 1943 potatoes in St. Croix County were hard hit by late
Blight. 1944 was ogain a pocr yeer for potatoes. Our office
received nany requests for us to cone ond inspeet fields to deternine
if they were blighted cnd give recoriendations. 'Not one case proved
to be Blight, Insteud the danage wos dua to leaf hoppers, which in
centrast to Blight, arc active in wern, dry weather.

Again in 1944, through the ¢oopcration of Mr. Milward of the
College of ihgriculture and the Wisconsin Potato Growers Assoeintion,
. & veriety denonstration plot was plented on Osear Garlid's forn at
Bildwin., Hundred pounds of certificd sced of eanch variety werc
plonted together under sinilar circunstances to deternine which
sceed to respond to our conditions the most fevorably. Vurieties
used were:

Red Warba Katohdin
Triunph Sabago

Irish Cobbler Sequoia
Chippewa Pontiac

The first three mentioned are ecrly varieties, the others are
late. Red Warba, Sebago and Sequoin are thc new Wisconsin developed
varicties, The Pontiac is o new Michigen potato,

Although finonl results ere not yet recdy on the plot, it anpears
thet 1l the varieties can be nede to Gu well here, Yields this yeer
renged fron 10 to 16 bushels fronm the 100 pounds of sced on the
various vorieties. Red Worba scened to yield the heaviest of the
early verieties, while Chippewa, Pontiac, nand Sequoia ycilded best
of the lcte ones.

Everpgreens
Our county has neny hills unfit, for oropping. Mann of then nlso
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rnake poor pasture. Most of those could very profitably be
re~ostablished in woods. Instead of letting thon grow up to brush
and scrubby trecs of little velue, it Is to be suggested that the
forners plant trees of a type which will grow rapicly to produce
tinber or fire wood, as the cusc nay be.

Our county is very open, clso., The prairie ~rec never had nany
trocs. Consequently, ncny of cur firiers would rl.d it profitable
to consicder the planting of spruce ond pines, not only as wind-breaks
about tiheir buildings, but to enhince the beauty of their hone and
Jthe covniry-side, as well, ' :

Ilere is a sourcs of good trees for such purposes 2t a reasonable
price nvailable to our furners——the Wisconein Conservation Connission.
In 194! ocur office assisted over 75 farneors in placing ordors for
approxitely 50,000 such seedlings cnd treonsplunts.

Coxn Borer

Corn hes come to be one of our lending crops in the county. This
1oy not be hboo adviseble a developnent., Our rolling, thin soils arc
not in condition to stand having such . lurge percentage of cropland
open yeur after year. A nore conscrvitive crop rotation would be

better for our soils in the long run.

Another thing which our large dcraoge of corn will encournge,
is the introduction und spread of the European Corn Borer. The corn
oorer wos first found in Wisconsin in 1933 in Sheboygan County..
Duiing the poor crop years of the "thirties" it was kept confined
pacihy well and in five years hoad sprend to only six or cight
cuoviios. Then it started narching, however, snd eanch yecur spread
foo half dozen new counties. In 1943 it rconched this scction of
vii. st .te but was not found in our county until 1944.

During the sumer we were nsked to inspeect severnl fields where
it was believed the borer was ot work. Fortunctely, it clways -
proved to be some other inscot. State Inspectors, however, reported
to us they found it in two ficlds in the county,: ;

In the years ahead we c¢an expect that we sholl have to teke on
the udded responsibility of fighting this devastating insect. The
longer we continue to crop corn so hervily, the sooner will we get
to the fight cnd the grecter will be the struggle, '

Henry Wheat

Fow are the farners whn will not concede that Vieland Oats
incrensed their yields fron : to 1/3 nore.. Recently our College of
Agriculture has announced & new variety of spring whent, nened
Henry Wheat. which prounises to «o for wheat what Viel:nd did for
Onts. 1n 1944, our county had oneo grower of this wheat. Horry Hoas
of River Fnlls, 4s yet the seed is not for genercl distributicn,
Yot we have ot least © helf dozen farners interestod in trying sone
of it un we plan to get some seed for then, if possible.
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Weeds

Last ycor our office distributec cbout 1000 pounds of Socdiun
Clorate to our farners as o weed killer. Sodiun Clorcte is very
effective in the control of nost weeds if properly cpplied while
the petehes are still snoll, For lerge ficlds it usuclly proves
too expensive., This is especially true whon considercd for controlling
wild nustard,

During the past secson we hod severel farners approach us to
stiete their concern over tho growing ncncee of the wilg nustard,
Some sccetionns of the county «rc nere infested than are othaers.
Recently, a new chemicsl has becn rele..sed, culled Synox which is
recorriended os excellent for the control of this weed in grein fields,
It kills practically 100% without injury to the grain. The big
problen is «pplying it, es it hus to be applied with a power spraycr,

- We plan to look further into this situction to Ceternine what
night be done along this linec. Every farner could not «nd should
nct ntterpt to own such a sprayer. We believe one or two such sprayars
if cvcileble now before the infestetion becories too great, night be
sufficient to keep wild nusterd under control,

Agein in 1944, as previously, our office helped a nunber of our
farners place orders for fruit trees cnd bushes, This is o field in
which thefro is room for grect inprevenient, Very o .w well kept,
adequcte orchurds are to be found in this arca. " Lvery farn should
hove its own supply of fresh fruit in season, and also o supply for
winter storage,.

Beeriuse a good nuny farns now h:ve nld orehurds in need of
Pruning and spraying, we brought in Mr. Conrad Kuchner of the College
of lgriculture this fall for threeo nectings on pruning of fruit
trees. He also discussed other problens, such 2s recorinended
verleties for this crea. A nunber of our farners now show definite
interest in continuing orchard inprovenent on their furns.
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4~H CLUB VOii

Our second nost inportont activity this yeor has been 4-H
Club work., 4is I nentioned, we were fortun .te to hove with us,
Miss Sontag from March lst on. Vo belicve that the faet we had
additionel expericnced help from this, dote on, help that was in touch
with the situation cunstrntly has borne eéxcellent fruit,

1944 has been a very sucecssful year for elub work in St. Croix
county certainly this is evident whon we contrast our 66% achievenent
of this year with the deplorable 41% achicvenont of 1943. Our
grectly improved achievenent porcentoge has not been the only
inprovenent. The general quality of work done by the boys and zirls
with their projects has been head cnd shoulders over lcst yoor,

Added interest hos also been Gispliyed in our extra aetivities such
as doaonstrations and nusic,

Most of the responsibility cnd credit for the part our offico

vioyud in the 1944 olud progren, goes to Miss Sontag. More inportont

T.an our part, however, has been the splendid cooperation we hove
received fron the various ndult leccers conneeted with the verious
clubs ond from the nenbers thenselves, and their ptrents. A4s ono
woriks with these young folks, he con't help but fecl that. the futurc
of cur country will be in safe hends ns long os we continue to :
cduccte such o fine group of boys and girls as can be found in the
4=H clubs of St. Croix County. We cre proud of the paft we heve
been c¢ble to play in this progreil, :

Loter 'in this report will be found a nore extensive- account of
of the 4-H activities as prepured by Miss Sontng. She also will
cover the activities in conncetinn with the Homenaker's Clubs.
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WAR PROJECTS .'ND /CTIVITIRS

War Board

Again our office has been ealled upon to help in various ways
with activities related to the Wer Effort. Onc of the nore inportant:
of these has been our perticipation on the figriculture War Board,
Although the activities of the War Board have becoiie soriewhot curtailed
in the past four months we still neet regularly every two wecks. Our
biggest responsibility at present is with the issuing of building
and lumber pernmits and celectric:l hook-up pernits,

The Board is also churged with considerable responsibility in
the field of farn labor, spceificiully as recorriendations to tho
local Selective Service bourd in regnrds to releuses and defernents
of farm workers. In our county however, the board has seen fit to
rocelegate nost of that responsibility to our office,

Deiry 4dvisory Comnittee to Office of Defense Transportation

Considerable tine has been spent in working with the St. Croix
County Doiry Advisory Cormittce of the Office of Dcfense Transportationi
of which the Vounty Agent is secretary, ex-officin., More thaon thirty |
regular neetings of the comnittce wero held in addition to several
specall rnicetings., We also find it necessary to spend several days
in investigating the work snd in necting with personcl of the Office
of Defense Transportaotion in Minneapolis,

The cormittece has had a great responsibility in attenpting to
hold down truck nileage counted with the pick-up of nilk., Trucks
over the United Stutes hcove been weering our at the rate of over
50,000 2 month. With the winter months chead it is expected the
break down will becoie still greater. Becnuse of the war situation,
it doesn't nppear we con hope for any new trucks for soric tine,

Consequently, it is highly inportant that every effort be nnde to
conserve cvery possible nile, .

In spite of sone friction, cnd oceesionnlly not the best of ‘
cooperation, the cormittce has been very successful in its offorts
to dates It is ostincted that botter than 90% of the farners, truckers,
cnd nilk plant operctors in the county are in conplete accord with .
the progren.

Bond Drives | E

We have not had a gro:.t denl of responsibility in conncetion
with the various bond drives cnd other such relatcd activities, but
* have been enlled in occusionally, We hove tried to do what we could
when we cculd,

Servicenen's Reenploynent Cormnittec

Recently, under the leadership of the local Selective Service
Borrd, a Servicencn's Reemploynent Connittcc has been tentatively
set up in the eounty. Your county agent has been eppointed to the
Advisory Cornittee of the Reenploynient Conmittee., It shall be our
% e T TS e s L o s 4 Py S 9

"
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responsibility to keep the @ommissec in touch with the furm labor
situation and the real cstnte siturtion of the county. Ve shall also
act as a council for the returnings veterans who are interested in
agriculture but who have unanswered questions in their minds,

Milkweed Collection

Another cetivity denanding considerable of our tine this fell
has been the collection of ailkwced pods for use in ncking life !
Jackets cnd aviation suits. County sgents in ull areas were cs'tad
tn hecd up this progran along with the heln of the County Superintcnde
Office, At this writing, beforc finul results ore obtainable, it
npoetrs thot our county noy be ro.nkod third in the state in numbor
o b .zs pleked. Shawano and Grnnt Countios uppear to be harvesting
-lorc than we have. Agein we hove o right to be proud.

Credit for success of the progran rests largely with the torchers
of tic schools of the county, rurcl cs well es ur rn., Our county
vts given a quota of 5,000 bags. The boys :nd 8i..8, under the one
couraenent nnd le.dership of their teochers went out to nect this
quota, And nect it they didsl Llriost three tines over!! 4 total
of aporoxinctely 13,500 begs have beon plekod, Llso deserving of
considcreble eredit in the success of the »rogron cre the 4=E lenders,
Boy Scout leaders, ministers, and other intercsted portices who
contributed niuch in leadership,

Deserving of specnil noention is the 2trt nlayed by the Brldwin
Rod and Gun Club. Thoy saw fit to offepr - 35 prize to the boy or
girl in the surrounding arca who picked the riost pods, Unbelievable
as it ney seen, thrce boys were tied for high honors with 114 bags
tpicce. They were: Gayncr Morson, Vioodville School; Reynond Vynvecn,
Lincoln School, Buldwin; «nd .lan Owens, Vealley View Scheool, Haruiond,

Credit nust also be given to tha Doughboy Mills, Inc., rnd to
the Fridey Cnnning Conpeny for graeiously offering to each sponsor
an cdvertisenent in ecch of tho newspopers in the county encourcging
boys 'nd girls to get bchind the 2rogran and do their port,.



Income Texes

Lost winter, early in December cnd again in late February, we
brought into the county Mr. Follette of the College of agriculture
for a geries of meetings on Farm Income Taxes. Until the last
couple of years the bulk of our furmers have not hed 6 pay income
taxes, consequently, they were not acquainted with the laws, nor
fomilioe with how to fill out the forms. Many of those who for years
had been filling out forms, such as bankers, etc., had had little
experience with fermer's bianks and were not too sure of the proper
procedures., Realizing this, we thought it wise to have the above
mentioned meetings. Eleven different meetings covering the whole
county were held. These proved very successful and interest raon
high ©s is indicated by the frect that almost 500 fermers were present
ot the meetings. '

Afterwards we had mony comments indicating approval of this type
of meeting. - Muny individucl instances of savings to farmers in the
amount of taxcs were reported ranging from 35,00 to as high as $75.
Plcns at present cell for something along the same line agein this
winter,

Victory Institute

In 1943 end ogein in 1944, the Wisconsin College of ligriculture,
because of war conditions, did not hold its customary Farm and Home
Week. Instend, members of the College Faculty ond the Extension
force toured the stute nutting on when it wns desired one or two days
of meetings cnlled "Victory Institute". Pierce and St. Croix County
‘went together cnd sponsorced onec nt the River Frlls Stato Teacher's
College, February 8th cnd 9th. Morning, ~fternoon ¢nd cvoning
meetings were arranged. . totcl cttendcnee of about 900 took in the
two days program,

Rodent Control

Two phases of Rodent Control ccme in for considerntion this
year, Barly lcst spring we arranged to hove Mr. G, C. Oderkirk of
the Federal Depurtment of Interior, Rodent Control Division in the
county for o series of mecetings on control ond erndication of pocket
gophers., A number of farmcrs uttended, and those who did reported
loter thet after preacticing the control methods on their home foarm
the pest practically dissappenrcd. In some creas of the county they
have become quite serious. This is not necessary as control methods
are very simple and effective when properly 'carried out,

' This fall we deelared war on another scrious ferm pest-=the
common rat. In a campaign only recently completed we took orders
for and brought into the county 240 poackages of prepared meat cnd
fish poison brit for rats. This bait was put out on about 225 furms
scottered over most of the county, DIvery year rats do hundreds

of thousands of dollors worth of drmage to form eropg and the farm
feed supply. One package of this bnit, costing only 60¢, was enough
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to get rid of all the rnts on any avernge sized form. Surely onec
« couldn't go wrong on that if he had tny rots ot nll,

Bees

In July of this year, Walter E,Smith, Deputy ipiary, inspector
for the Wisconsin Depurtment of iigricul ture, spent severcl wecks in
the county inspecting our bee colonies. This is carried on by the
Stete Depcrtment on the strength of the $100. your Bourd has seen
fit to wypropricte for that purpose ench yeur. ufter working o fow
days, Mr, Smith contucted us «nd invited us to inspect & few colonies
with him., His recson in doing this wos to point out to us the serious
situction which is devceloping within our bee industry. 4 disecase of
bees known ns American Foul Brood h:s broken out in several pluces
among our bee colonies. . This disotse, if not checked, muy soon
spread and wipe out most of our colonics. The discase is quickly and
eusily sproud by bees flying from one hive to another, 1In this way
it ©lso sprecds from forn to farm,

At the time Mr. Smith contucted me he was concerncd becausc the
funds were running out before he could get over even half the county.
However, he contacted the Stute Department at Madison and they
gronted him cdditional emergency funds to keep on with the nccessary
work. Js a result he got over &ll the county except the towns of
Cylon, St, Joseph, Glenwood, and Springfield. 1In the county he found
five farms on which the disotse has o start=-twqo in Sonerset, onc in
St. Joseph and two in Cady. 4lso two were found in Picrce County
dlose cnough to infect colonies in our county. One near Troy nnd
one noor Cudy. In al) Mr. Smith inspocted 178 farms, with 914
colonics and found 17 colonics infocted.

He urgest that your bnard give considerntion to doubling your
appropriction for 1945, If you Qo so he is quite sure the whole
coulty con be inspeeted cnd close wetch kKept on the source of
infeetion to keep . the situntion under control,

Form Buildings

In June we had in the county Mr. LaRock of the College of
~griculture and Mr, Mathews of the ‘meriean Zinc Institute to put on
a demonstration on the cure :nd repair of sheet met: 1l roofs. The
neeting on the Christ Te Grotcnhuis form was attended by about twenty
farners, .

#lso during the :eor we hed sceveral occasions to counscl with
furners concerning bu: lding problems on forns, particul: rily milk
housecs and hen houses :

Miscelluncous

During the yeor we have from time to time did what we could to
cooper«te with other agencies rnd orgunizations in various prograns.
Yo have worked with personel of the R.E.i., the A.AvA. «nd the F.S.4,
on scveral oecasions. ' .lso, we have attendod at lorst 15 meotingas
of vurious Purent-Tesshers sssocintions to tolk and show moving pictur
We have elose cooper:tion with the Voe:tionsl Agriculture Decpartient
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in the various high schools. In some cases we have ﬁulked to the boys
or to the menbers of evening classecs on problems of intercst to them,

St. Croix County hns 7 number of locals of the Farmers Union,
and we have, whenever possible, lend whet help and essistance we
could. We. firmly beliove that only by organizdtion can the farner
hope to compcte successfully with his follow nen, Consequently, we
arc gled to support eny form orgunizetion that has as its ain
organizing farmers along this linc.
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STATISTICS

Surmary of activities; Nov. lst, 1943 to Oct. 3lst, 1944
Days davoted te Livestock Productions-e=emeeaeen ———— 62
Days devoted to Crop Productionmeemecmccme e eceecan 58
Days devoted to Vinr Projecotgeecmee=w - ———————— ————— 52
Doys devoted “to Cooper:tion with other agencics-vwecvana 50
Deys devoted to Progren planning and Confercncegeees=es 31
Days devotod to Foim Monogrnonteeesssseesseeeo memmeeme. 28
Days devoted to Mi806llaNnEouSerececemumunene manw ———m——— 273
Deys devoted to Mocrkoeting nnd Distribution-®e—eeecmeeoe 25
Days devoted to Conscrvotion of National Resourcog=ee-= 2L
Days Cevoted to Farn Buildings nnd Equipnentee—eeas we—- 20
Deys devoted to Fanily cnd Corrunity ILifeececece=e “————— 1]
Deys davoted to Zeononis Problesgeeeees - e 10
Doys devotod to work with JdUltS-seecdsasmamssassmnnnsa 2113
Days duvoted to work with YOoUthmm e e e 87
Totel nurber of News Artiglel-esecnassssdis = o e o o -=- 82
Totol awipsr >f Lifferent farns Visitodesmmenenmaaaaa 2160
TOBEL NUODOT OF L1 TLALE S wwshim s wskitkmes s v o s Bl e 252
Totcl nunmber of Telephone crllSee—e- e ————— ———————— -3385
Totel nunbor of O0ffice Crllgesccieceeeee e T T T p—— 3794
Totel number of Bullctins Distributod=eeccccaccacacasa5597
Totcl nunber of fFersonal Lottersacammmm e e mn e e e 2/87
Tortl nunber of Cireul:r letters--------,-------.----~9952
Tottl nunber of ncetings holdeeeevssecm— o e man—cm--— 8

Totel attendance at Muotings----;-------__n-----------5367
Totel nunber of niles travalod---g-—-----;,»-----.-a-10342
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Speciulists who worked in St. Croix County in 1944

Nane

: Grace Rountree Duffee

Ednc Baunan
Clare Jonas
Gladys Stillnen
Hgnes Hansen
Burl Winchester
Ae 0e Follatt
Wekelin MeNeel
John Bronn -
Jenes Milward
.,sher Hobson
Victor Burcalow
' George Werner
L. G. scrden
George Briggs
Berry Hioyes
Gust Bohstedt

Otto Zeasnen

T. L. Bewick
Gerald Lnnin

V.V. Varney

C. J. Chinnnn
Mux LaRock

Ge. C. Oderkirk
I. 0+ Hall

Junes Lacey
Marvin Schwiers
Conr:d Kuehncr
Pcter McNall
Ben Rusy

Title
Hene Econ. Dist. Superv,
/f8st. Stute 4~H Lender
Horie Furnishings Specialist
Ext. Nutritionist
isst. Stute 4-H Lender
4ninel Husbendry, Instructor
Farn Mencgenent Speeiclist
State Director of 4-H Clubs
isst. Prof, of Plant Pathology
Potato Speeirlist
Lgriculture Econonist
4isst, Prof. of 4gronony
Deiry Specinlist
Lsst, State Farn Labor Direcctor
Farn Cpop Specinlist '
Poultry Speciclist

Prof. of Aninal Husbandry
Soil Conservotion 3 jeinlist
Lisst. Stute 4-H Leader
Poultry Speecialist

Lissts Stute 4L-H Leader
Soils Speciclist
Lgricultural Zngincar
Dircctor of Rcdeént Control
Fern Menngenent Speciclist

Shocp & Hog Specinlist

Stnte Dircetor of Soil Cons.Scrvice

Orchard Speciclist
Farn Menagenent Specialist
Extension Distriet Supervisor

Days in Co.

B H O WNRON W FHEONNHEWHWN NS W
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COUNTY AGENT'S OFFICK FTNLNQTAE REPORT

- Disburscnents. :
Nov. 1, 1943 to Oct. 31, 1944 :
$ 183.04 Zou Cluire Buok Co. (office Supplies)
60.41 TFuel
28.95 Lights
160,16 Telepihone
204,00 Rent
5.00 W’nter~
10.00 Baldwin Insurance igency
186.08 Petty Cash ,
- 495467 - Co. Agent Trivel (Car Mulatenance, Gus & 0il, Meals)
1000.00 Co. Agent's Snlury
620,00 Clerk's Sulcry
34450  Extra help

291:30 Misc. (Supplies, news nd., neintenance of office

; nachines)



4=H PROGR/M

Compiled by Edries L, Sontag
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4=H PROGR.IT e 1944

Food Production ond Food Présorve tion

During thc past ecight nonths in 8t., Croix County nost of ny
tine was Gevoted to the 4<H Club progron, ~Llthough no éncl for
enrollmont wes set o good deul of tino in the spring was spent in
orgenizing new clubs. The enrollrn.nt this year totaled 408 which
was abiut 100 less than lest yerr, but our nain gorl was to bring
up the rehicvenent rceord which wes ronched with o 25% inercosce ovor
1rst yoor. In eddition to this the goals set up by tho county 4-H
Londer's Foderution, which hed its neeting in Februury were rs
follows: (1) Hove eacch club nonboer carry at lecst onc viectory nrejoot,
(2) Hold ¢ County Music Fostivel, (3) Tuke purt in the cistrict 4ef
chiesiprient, (4) Hold axbounty 4=H »bicnic, (5) Have a county
dononstration contest and stross denonstrotion work in loenl clubs,
(6) Loerl clubs trko part in enlloetion of wap antoriale, (7) Carry
on & Firc Prevention cnd Safcty Progrin in St. Croix County.

Of the 408 club nenbers, 94 enreolled in thu.gmrdcn DPIojocte
asbout a total of 20 aercs was involved in the srojeet. In two clubs
g .rcon teurs were nnde ond nony gnrcoens voere visited by cither the
County ..gent or nysgelf. Lt tho County F .ir o total of 56 gardcn
oxhibits werc shown. .Jnother project strusscd this yorr wos poultry
cnd 37 nenbers choses to corry it. 75% Qf this nuuber took cire of
the fonily floek and koot o rocord. Othor projects, which stressod :
the point to produce norc fiod, were beof, in which we had 10 cnrolled,
sheep, which 26 curried us o srojeet, swine, in which 18 cnrollcd
and doiry, where o total of 101 scleetod this us thelr »rojeet, 4

high quality of work was attcined,

, Tied dircetly with the gorden projoet was the
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task of Food Préservntion. Many girls onrolled in both of those
projects so ©s to carry on and prescerve the focd they hnd produced.
Three denonstrations were held, which many of the 54 enmolled in
Foo¢ Preservation did attcnd., They were given instructicns in tho
usc of the pressurc cooker to pressrve non-neid vegetébles and nonts
and the methed of canning tometocs in the hot wet.r bath was rlso
given., Through Federal Funds e pressure cooker wns nble to be had
inlﬁho county and this wosloaned out to 4-H nenbers after they had
been instructed in the use of one. 4An all tine high was reached in-
the tot:l nunber of quarts drescrved in this county by 4-H nembers.
aceording to 4=H reocords it totaled nearly 5,500 querts. Enough .
a good number of fornm frniliecs in St. Croix County.

The cver inportant question of clothing was givon consgiderablc
tine during ny tine as Bounty Club leader. Of the tanl 122 enrollced
in clothing 62 were beginnors. This nast yeur mony members had
individucl problens as to finding new neterinl suitable to the w»ti
they were required to make, slthough neking-over old dressecs rnd
the hroper cure cnd repeir of clothes wos suggested, it still
bucrie necessary to help cight nonbers seleet ond purchase new
v terinl, Three lenders whesc neribeeship wns nede up of clbthing
fenbsrs had speeinl sewing project nectings Where nenbers werce given
suggestions ond holps as to pre-shrinking naterianl, ch%msing noterinl
and potterns, ond the proner eore of clothing.

In promoting the import:nt H which stinds for health, the Leaders
Council decided that the s)ecific thing whicﬁ should be encouraged
wes the holding of one feeting a year at which heanlth would be the
nain topie ond nlsorto encrurage neitbers to corry on hcalth denonstr-

tions, Miss Kathlecon Brown, County Nursc, was very helpful in giving
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a suggested list to 4=H nenmbers to give cenonstrations on and also -
in judging the County 4~H Health Contest. However, good heolth is
bascd on proper food so through the Foods and Ngtrition project in
which 68 nembers took part a good deal was teconplished, "Groing
in our Meals", being a group taken out of the basic seven, was tho
vt tericl on whieh the foods requifononts was based for this yeer,

48 0 specilal project and one that fits into a wertine progrom
is the n-intainence and repair of sheet netcl., Bill Schafer,
orv:.1 Lokker and Bob Kinncy were the threc boys wi.o were selected
to' carry on this program. Bill gove his demonstration in his own
coarunity, at the County Folr, Northwestern VWisconsin District Foir
and at the State Foir at Milwnukce,

Most projects cnd nctivities of any club center around the war
effort. Bight clubs inclucded in their progron the buying of defenso
stcmps. The Soncrset Busy Bees snd the Worthwhile Club of st. Joscph
nede specicl waste paper drives in their clubs in addition to the
Velley Victors of Eou Gelle ond Kinnickinnic nade speginl serap drives.
The boys ond girls cooporated snlendidly with the.Milkwoed pod col~-
lection progran. Nearly 100% tho 4=H achievement nenbers took prrt in
this Qrogrnn.

To date only one 4=H Club, Uorthwhile'qf St. Jogeph' have
Cufiaitely plenned parties rnd progr-ns in a vaeant school to ppoviﬂe
roercction for the cornunity, First, they secured the school,
sceuillly they storted plonning parties rnd invited theirp parcnts ond
w1l tho friends in the corriunity. This hos proved very successful,

During 1944 in accordance with the prevention of fires the clubs
spenscred o Radio Specking Contest., Bentrice Lokker of Baldwin placed
first cnd Charlcs Taylor of River Falls planced second. Seven particinw

in the contest. To do their purt to 21 the war effort by saving “. :
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lives and property three clubs did checking of ire hazards on their
own furiis. In this progrun-thoro'is o good denl of roon for expansiong

In reviewing the contribution of 4=~H nenbers to the war effort j
we cannot fail to nenfion how vital ¢ source they‘of farn leabor.

Many 4-H girls took over nan sized jobs,

Carrying on the 4-H Progran

The success of a club progr:n rests on the local volunteer
leader. The 4~H leaders of St. Croix orgunized in February as
st-ted before into a county group and clected officers. Officers
elected were the following: Mrs. P.C. Schafer, President; Paul DcRoy,
Vice-President; Mrs. J. S. Plourde, Secretary. Following under

sepurate headings the activities of the 4-H clubs will be tcken up.

TL ' County 4-H Music Festival
- On May' 28th the Third Amucl County 4-H Music Contest J

was held at the Hannond Comnunity Holl., A total of

fourteen clubs participnted. Three divisions were éf?

included; unisén singing and poart singing of a :
group cnd scloists. Miss Perker, Supervisor of Pierce County and
Mr. Viegner of River Falls served as judges. Orval Lokker of tho
Hannond Christian Club and Norna Sathor of the Truc Blues ﬁlub
rececived cxecellent ratings in the solo division. Betty Lou Sontag
rceeived a very good rating in this division. Group ratings werc

givoen to the following:

Part Singing Unison
Excellent--~True Blues Excellent-=Valley Viectors
Very good=--Horriond Christinn Very good==Glover All Starlites

Good~==~~-==Hudson Badgers GOO(mmmmmm= Troy Trojans
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Twenty-one older club renbers und leaders at%ended the 4-H
Leadership truining camp at Chetek frorn June 8th to llﬁh. Attending
the camp were: Mrs. Rosella Henrickson, Beatrice Lokker, Orval Lokker,
Mary Olsen, Betty Lou Sontag, Delores Newton, Marjorie Rueninele, :
Norna Sather, Mary Jean Schafer, Hazel Olsen; Dorothy Pundy,

Billy shay, Ann Marie Belisle, Mary Joan Boardaon, Marian Jacobson,
Bob McCarty, Dennis Kinney, Lorne Radke, Welter Johnson; Chrrles Tayl&r

ond Miss Sontag.

VCOunty 4L=H Picnic

Lt the New Richniond Beach Park on Jﬁly 19th a county 4-H Picnic
was held, Mr. V. V. Varney, issistont St.ute Club Lender, was present
and & yrogrori of ganes was planned. Jibout 210.attanded. The
County Henlth Contest was held ot the picnic and the winners to
represent St. Croix County at the Stote Frir at Milwcukee were chosen.
Miss Kathleen Brown, County Nurse,’judged the contest. Ld Verne
Strege of the Rivergide Club of New Richnicnd was sclected as the
henlthiest boy cnd Edith Hoffrieyer of the Challengers Club was
selected the heclthiest girl in the County. Second place winners
were Marian Sontog of the Worthwhile Club of St. Joseph and

Paul Ecrly of the Hudson Brdgers.
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County 4-H Roundup

Agoin this yocar a County 4-H Roundup was held at Harmond on
August 9th, 10th and 1lth. Much of the suecess v:s due to the fine
cooperation of the 4-H leaders ond the business nen of Harmond. A
total of 247 4-H nenbers exhibited and nn approxinate total of
3500 attended., Mr, Seyforth, County Agent of Pierce County;

Mr. Dumond, County fLgent of Eou Claire County; Mary Thoncs, Hone
Agent of ?ierce County; Miss Lois Strahn of Buarron County and
Mr. I. O, Henibre, County /igent of Barron County served as judges.

The nunber of exhibits werc a few less than last year but the
quelity of eacch exhibit was far superior to those of the previnus
year. 4 county band wos nlso organized which played at the fair.

The following boys and girls received cheanpion ribbons:

Grand Chanpion of the show--Lucillé Riek=-=Loyalty, Wood ville
Holstein @hampion--Dile Froderick--Roberts Bongs

Guernsey Choanpion--Lucille Riek--Loyalty, Woodville

Jersey Champione-Donnie Jensen--Glover All Stars

Shorthorn Chanpion--Robert Gifford--Hudson Badgers

Chenpion Beef, Fot Class--Lloyd Stork, Roberts Bongs
Chenpion Beef, Brecding--Bill Schafer, Worthwhile, St. Joe
Chanpion Gilt, Mory Olsen--True Blues, Woolville

Chenpion Boar=-Mery Olsen--True Blues, Woodville

Chenpion Litter--Poul DeRoy--Boldwin Wide Lwcke
Chenpion Sheep==Bob Kinney--Hudson Badgers, Hudson

Participation in the Digtrict :nd Stite Frirs

The winners in the County Denonstration cuntest were taken to
the Northern Wisconsin District Fuir at ChippewA Falls, The winncrs
who cttended were as follows:

; Topic
Bill Schafer, Worthwhile Club, individual, Maintenance of shcett i
neta;
Marien Sontag, Worthwhile Club, individucl, Quick Freczing of
. Vegetables

Maxine Orf, Riverside Club , reicl
Rosella Stéege, Riverside élub,Hone a0, Toamy ¥isting & °°§ﬁ§t§rn

Bill Schafer received a placing in the blue ribbon group and
o trip to the State Fair at Milwaukee. Maxine Orf, Mosella Strege
and Merien Sontag were placed in the white ribbon group.
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Menbers of the 4-H clubs of St. Croix County participated in
both the Wisconsin and Minnesotc Stite Fuirs. Those winners in tho
county who received trips to the Wisconsin Stute Foir were as follows:

LaVernc Strege, Ncw Richmond Health Winner
Edith Hoffrieyer, River Fulls Heclth Winner

Joan Ryan, Hudson Style Revue
Lorraine Jacobsocn, Heaiviond Style Revue
Orvel Lokker, Bulcdwin Music

Bill Schafer, Stillwater Derwwnstrations

Bill Schafer pluced in the red ribbon group in the denonstration
contcst and Joon Ryan placed in the red ribbon group in the Style Rovue
Due to transportation difficultics and the expense involved it
was Cecided not to exhibit livestock ot the Wisconsin Stute Fair.
Becruse the chanpion winners at the County F-ir hed done such o
splendid job it was cdecided to take n group to the Minnesota State

Fair, Mr. A. J. Kittleston, Stite Club Leader of Minnesota,
welconed the greup and gove then pernission to eat with the 1500
4=H ncabors from Minnesota as their guests. Twenty-one rienbers

and leaders were given the trip.

Marilyn Delander Bernicc Bosnan
Betty Schafer Ruth Hop

Bob Jagg Bill £nloe
Benjonin Goorge Charles Tpylor
Betty Sontug Joyce Stockig
Lucille Rick Kelna Fuller
Lloyd Stork Donna Jensen
Delores Krueziacr Ardyce Afdcil
Bob Kinney Ralph Katner
Jaries Ryan nlice Gillis

Marilyn Plourde
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Fall Foestival

The third annuol fall festival was held in conjunction with the
Elks Carnival on Septenber 28th, 29th and 30th at the Hudson Elks
Building. Through the cooperation of the Elks Club nnd Mr. Bunker
the clubs were pernitted to put up display boothes and prizes were
awnrded. Prizes on the boothes were: 1lst place to Troy Trojéns,
2nd place to Worthwhile and True Blues 4=-H “lub, On the evening of

Septunber 30th a special 4-H progron was #iven,

Lchicvenent

Mr., Wakblin MgNeel, Stute Club Lender attended the annunl 4-H
fichicvenent program held ut the Baldwin High School on October 26th,
Approxin: tely 300'ménbers, lenders, parents and friends attended this
occasion when all 4-H nenbers who had successfully conpleted the
requirenents for their projects and had handed in a record book
raceiveﬁ%heir Achievenent iward. 4 66% achicvenent was reached,
which surpnsses the 41% record of’lnst year by 25%. Below are
listed the outstanding nenbers who received awards.

Berniee Bosnan--True Blues--Baldwin--Outstanding girl, clothing winner
top poultry raiser.

Bill Schafer--Worthwhile--3St., Joseph--Outstanding boy, nect
production winner, outstanding boy Junior Leader.

Kelinn Fuller--Challengers--River Falls--Outstanding Girl Jr, Leader
Marion Sontag--Worthwhile--St. Joseph--Winner of Foods Preservotion

Mary Jeszn Schafer--Worthwhile--St. Joscph-=Foods nnd Nutrition
winner and ~ second nile renort

Paul DeRoy=-=Baldwin--Outst:nding Second Mile Report.

Gorden-winners Dress Revue Winners
Bob Jagg=-Worthwhile Joan Ryan=Troy Trojans
Mory Olsen=True Blues Lorraine Jacobson-Valley Vicgors
Betty Schafer-Worthwhile Elsie Hargrave-Roberts Bongs
Joyce Plcurde=-Sonerset Clara Belle Foster-Hudson Badgors

Beverely Hop-True Blues



(9)
Jack Gillis--Willing Badgers, New Richmond--Holstein Record

Eugene Larson--Loyalty, Woodville--Jersey Kecord
Clarence Dow--Cranepown Hustlers, Glenwood Vity--Guernsey Record
Mary Olson--True dlueé, Baldwin-~Swine Record

Kenneth Enloe--Glover All Stars, Hudson--Colt Record

Seven clubs reached 100% achievement.. Three of which were newly
organized clubs this year.

Challengers, River Falls--7 years--Mrs. A. Fullef, Leader
Vorthwhile, St. Joseph«=7 years--llrs. P.C. Sphafer, Leader

True Blues, Baldwin--3 years--lirs. Harry Hop, Leader

Glovcr All Stars, River Falls--3 years--Bill Enloe, Leader
Lunding Hill, Somerset--1 year--lMrs., Bill Bergeron, Leader
Glover All Starlets, River Falls--1 year--Mrs, mm Jensen, Leader

Loyalty, Voodville--1 year-JMrs. Elmer Larson, Leader
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WORK AS WAR FOOD LCOLSLANT
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Much of the 4-H program had to do with the production and
preservation of food..‘Eight demonstrations were given on the cénning
of non-acid vegetables with‘the pressure cooker, the quick freezing of
vegetables and fruits, and the canning of tomatoes in the hot water
bath. The pressure cooker that was secured through federal funds and
the cooker purchased by the county were used and loaned out.
Instructions were also given on the care of a cooker. Containers for
suick freezing were purchased in large quanities and sold to persons
doing quick freezing.

In March a survey was made'of the six locker plants in St. Croix
County. A spot check survey was also made in respnnse to a request
from the state office on canning. It was discovered that the farm
familics in Wisconsin cun and throw out,due to spoilage, almost two
and a half tonm of food. A definite effort was made to save some
of this food by pointing out the cuuse for spoilage and cautioning
caenners to be more sanituary in canning.

L display booth was put up at the County 4=H Fauir und the Fall
Festival on the preéervation of food. Newspapers in the county were

ulso given releuses on canning information.

Adult Homenmukers Program

On 4Ao>ril 20, Mrs. Gruce Duffee met with a council from each
bomomuker's center to decido'the topic for discussion at the conter
' l.e:tings to be held this yecar and the dates of the center meetings.
 Mrs. Rudy Conrad was electecd chairman of the Hurmond Center and
Mrs. Nocl Moe of the Glenwood City Center. Meetinrs were scheduled as
follows: October 19th & 20th Wartime Salads; November 29th, 30th and
Decembor lst'The Use of Kggs, Cheese & Milk.
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The three centers for Honenckers Clubs are at

Hudson, Hanriond, and Glenwood City.

was newly organized this year.

The center at Hudson
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Four new Homemakers Clubs have beocn orgunized near Hudson and
two morc groups to date ure intercsted., It is plunnéd that a new
~center will be set up at Hudson. Miss Gludys Stillmen, Extension N
Nutritionist, attended thc center meceting in October to teach the
leaders of the local clubs.

Before I became employed in St. Croix County, Miss Cluru Jonus,
Extension Speciulist, Held two nectings on refurnishing furniture,

rearranging the home and redecoruting.

Accomplishments

Only through the sincere and whole hearted cooperution of tho
4= Lenders, the Agricultural and Home Economics toachers, the
Superintendent of Schools, the County Nurse, the County Agricultural
Comnittece and many more realizing the importince of this work, huve
the gouls set, almost & yeur ngo, been ublu to be reulized.

Ve were able to increuse our number of new clubs £nd the
~achievement record in 4-H work, 4 spuciul ¢ffort was mande to visit
s many of the 4~H members individunlly cs possible. One mujor
problem was convineing thc parents of the importunbe of club work.
Ye feel a big stride has becn made in this direction. Outsiders

too have shown considerable intercst this year,
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SUMM/RY=~4~H PROJBCTS

No. ehrollod

Olothingeaesne W 0 o o e e 122
Food Presarvation---__-; ........... 54
POO8S GBS TNEFILLOR dinmmnsss abina 68
BIOOL i i s o o e s ey e e s 1 wee 10
DOVLE Y v o e e s e s o 101
GETUO st o v s s e i e —————— 94
Plssnsanannmnncrnsunin s s 18
POUl Y ecnennnnn cncdancdacccnancacn 37
Bhegpenascnns e m e m———————— 26
COMNacucnccnwnennn - 11
(65255 s T R ; ............ 4
PORUBOO B o st i i i i e o i 12
CUnRINR CroDBesuswansiivies i e e 10
RO L W rmm o o i i e s b e L aa A i 2
Form and Home Servigfe-avessonsscos 9
FOPOPLL T v sniniin v s S TN S 5
Porn RogordBecevanmsncancannans c——— ‘4
Sheot Mgtulececmocnnnna - cemme 3
HiRdIoralte s bvnstnmbunnnsannuanon o
Holla [ INProvemoliteess suemscnman doint - 15
BO11 (CORBOPVALL Olls st mmn o mon 3



(159
THE I94§ ?RGGFKM

The room for expansion in ulmost cvery phuse of extension work

is very great in this county. The progrum for 1945 will include the
eim to increase the 4L-H enrollment, gejuaint adults with the club
progrum, hold a county 4-H Music Festival, cnlurge the Fire Prevention
and Sufety projects, stress w.nd teach methods of demonstrating, hold

an inter-county 4-H Cump atrthe Y.M.C.,A. Camp at Hudson for our club
members, stress importunce in kecping complete records and also L-H'ers.
in collecting materials for the war, point out to members the
importance of improving our homemeking and farm practices, help them

to bocome patriotic citizens and hold & Uounty 4L=H Fuir.

In the Homemakers program secveral new ccnters can be set up if
new clubs were organized in scetions of the county where we do not
have Homemekers Clubs ulrecdy.

A Home Agent could assit farm fumilies with management problcms,
keeping home accounts, clothing construction problems, set up a
child development program and aid comaunitiecs in setting up
recrcational centers. A Home Agent clso has o splendid opportunity

to aid schools in sctting up the hot lunch program.,
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