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PLANS FOR THE VIS CLN@IN SOCIETY CF OFNITHOLOGY

The Madison Bird Club has in mind a Stats Bird Club
that will unite all the ornithologists of the state,both
professiocnal and amateur, tc coorerate with “tate and
Federal suthcritins in bringing about betusr cnforcoment
of all existing laws, both Ttate and Fadersl, and to muke
new laws which rrotect bird life in Viscomsin. 4 Club
thet will promote thz study of Birds of Wisconsin, espec-—
ially in the field, end to bring togsther &od armanently
record all aceurate and auch ntic <ata reletive <hesrsto,
both rast and opri:s:nt, espircially on the: distribution,
rolative sbundance, swasinul occurr*nca,'breeding, Jesd-
ing, song ard othor-habits. A Club that will bhave a
staff of officers cumposed of the b:st la.ders in "iscon-
sin, praefarably sa2locted frum varicus narua of ths
stata. ' |

- Such o sociaty vould not :nt rfars wl*h "iu;ln
socistiag within the stuts as it covors
‘fisld. Accordingly it wili draw non; oE Lts mam
their raxks, as is the casae in Mudisonmp furihor, th:
- Sucliaty #ili prumote the estabiishmint of leezd gyouts in
saveral sections of the state vhars none at the rras.ant
time sxist. ‘

As is the rule, only ons me-ting c uld by c.nduct:d
a 7sars but tho club wiuld be buld sogath:rb = monthir
bullet;n, that weuld mublish all fi:id notes roc.ived
from members, which, in th: cpinion of th: Tditor und
Exascutive Committze, er: vorthy of wermenont record. Tn
addition to ths Fiald Nots Deperumsnt, ths bulletin
should contain snmmcuncam.nts and nevs of the Society,
and articles of & gonoral character. s hore ve vill ob-
toin articles for th+ lottsr densrimens from urndth.lo~
gicts in thu svute *ho ar  doing -erzative or-exrerim:stal
vork, o thit the bullatin *ill bscume a source of infor-
mation.

Ths Madison Riru Club is inviting the "Iscamsin S.c-
isty £ Ornith.logy to Madison this Spring for th: first
Annuzl mesting. (Ploase turn t- page 14) i
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THE NEED FOR A oOCIFTi IN ‘LuGUNSIN

For y=ars Ilscunsin ornithologists have realizer
the neal for some type of urganizati:n vwhich w ul?l
bring them int. clfsmr contuct with <ach oth=r in their
mutual intsrest anl .also stimmlate cct.vity in 4 more
thirough field study of WViscunsin's bird life. Alsu
for years, plans for the rreraration of a “etailasl and
ancurats work on tha birds . f Visc.nsin has bacn uni:r
considaration. Huwavar, in srite of the great mass of
field stuly that hes besn d.ne in the pust, s.me records
necd adlitional evidence tu strengthen tbeir claim &s w
lisc.nsin sn=zcie$; other cunflicting spzcies anl sub-
species must be stulied in m.re Jdetail, ond vh.ls re-
gions of the State should b= investiguatel nmcre thuruvugh-
ly for possible nesting ard migrati.n date.

With full realization of ths difficulty of cutlin-
ing such un important study, and with understanding .f the
difficulties involved in rublishing this bulletin menthly,
th? Madis.n Bird Club has token the initiative of laying
the groundw.rk for a Srring urganizetion meeting of in-
terestel parties. We will n=ed full suprort in sub-
scriptions t¢ the bulletin, contributions of articles wnd
field nutes end in general intecrest. Especially, d¢ we
neaed rerorts fr'm the n rthern rart of the stote.

J The editor wishes to assure the readsrs that an

attempt will be made to. carry the most valucble material
and original articles vhenever p-.ssible. e shall ulso
try tu republish such early Uisc msin reccrds as th.se of
Huy, Barry, Willard, Grundtvig, Bhurs Kumlein and others;
alsu to carry transcripts of rare Visc.nein bird records,
notes fr:im back issuss of the "Auk" and other scurces.
We feel that skch & coupling of past and -ressnt recurds
will give a better understending .f .ur subject, if not
the finel svlution. This bulletin will be valuable fer
your filas. 2



THE GHZAT VISCONSIN TASuENG "R TIGEUN NOSIING OF 1871
By &, T, Schorger, Madison, Fisconsin®

Th2 nasting of:thes Passenger Tigeon at' Patuskay,
Michigan,- in’ 1878, is asqumod ‘usuelly to have basn th»
largast ‘that aver otcurred, " Profasscr Ronsy, in his pa-—
rar so -oftsn Plt“d, states’ Jepardxng the ebova: "Hors;
4 few miles rnorth, was a ﬂigaon naothv of . ivragular di-
minsions, ‘astimuted by those beg quulifled to judgs, to
ba forty miins in lnngth, by threa.to.ten in widtl, rro-
bably the largest nosting that' has evir sxistad in the
Unit2d Stutss, covering fomzthing like 100,000 acraes of
land, and’including not 1sss than 150,00 acr:s vithin
its limits." ' The nesting in Wisconsin in 1871 wus so
much larger that one hasitatos to beiisve the ~vidsnes.
This nustlng»hwd a minimum Lingth of 75 milss. 'nd &
width of 16 4o 15 riles' A conservative astimuts of thu.
arza 1-850 square miles. It can be stated. kithcut'h;sn
itation tlet Tmc‘nsm had” tbnilurgost nchlrg thut ha
ever basn drucribed. o

For yaurs T h¢v3 befn trllrcujng inf arsat‘on “n tna
hlstory uP the' Passangsr: Pigoon in Viscuneini The date oo
in the furmel litoraturs viare disurrointingly mosgra.
Little rrogrsgs vas meds until the thought vecurred thot
any nesting or trepping off & nsequarncs shiuld roceive

manticn in the locul ranors. in axauination of the
files of the Visc.nsin navsrurers 2 rovidd inf rmetien
that sxcuadad wll ezractati-ns, b 1sd 4 ke discorery .
of tha 1871 n:sting and. thls TOTAY will s Lim¢t31 ti it.

Dist rloution of NPStlnE Arsas

It was characteristic of the Patsenger Vigeon to fiy
and nest en messe. A vropular essumrtion is that-the
nestinge were limited to a 8indle or o few larye ursas;
but this is far from the truth. Tithin its range ths
arecies n2sued over the antirs area in singis rairs,
small grouns, and colonies covering from a f3v hundred
to thoucands of acres. TFrequantly thers werse sevaral
nestings in the Bane region. In 1858, a baechnut y=ar,
thare vere thres ssrarate simulbanscus ristings in Ceonto
County, Viccons .n, (Gre n Bay Advocat:, Jun: 3 and 10,
1658) . Thers was one nesting 1.5 miles vwids by ¥ miles
long on th~ Pashtigo river; a sscond on the Oconte river
#Reprinted from the October 1937 Procaedings of thea
Linnaear Society of New York, vwith the rind permis-
sion of their Board «f Directors and of the auther.
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THGL PASSJNGVR PIGEON.

rerorted as largsr than the first} and a third, cover-
ing tvo squars miles on th: sams siream. In cortain
faver:sd sactions the Plgnons nisted annually in vari-
able numbera, vhile in othurs nestings vare “srratic.
Hugs rasting sreas wore ths exception. Wilson mentions
one aouth of Danville, Kﬁnthky, in 1810, that was ¥
mllps “ide by 49 piles long. In 1842 (9‘ thers vas a
1esting on :he lef't bank of the Mississipri =xtanding
down the river from LHCTOSu-, Visconsin, "tha whole
length of the roost ! being «bout foruy—five miles."
; The food suprly was a natural control on the size
of the nnstings and their distributicn. Ths breeding
arsas ware usually in long linss. Tha reason for this
offars a fortils fisld for sreculation. .Preosumably
this form facilitated arrivel and devarturs from the
resting. The cru:ising range is stuted to havwa beeon 50
vo 100 milas daily. A simrle mathematical calculation
will 'show that & iine dons not affort.:ths poximum ac-
cassibls food arsw. Assuming a cruis Lng rang. i 50
miles for a nasting covering 120 squar: nilas,. it is
fourd that ths radius of a circular resting w uld b
sbwut 6.3 mil:s. Th: feading urea availabla 50 milas
from this circie i ould be over t-ice that afforded on
the sid2s of & narallelogram 40 mileas leng by 3 niles
dide. ,

In order to illustrate thz distributicn of the
nectings during ths -eriod under discussion, a fevw eys
urules will ba given. In cerioin yuars no larga nust-
ings zrrear to have uccurred dus to lack of nast.

186¢

Mirnesote ——— Nesting at St. Charles,
Tisconsin —--- Large nesting in the hlﬂkapoo voods

south of Leon,
Hichigan = ——- Large nesting between South Haven_and
St . JOSET:h .

1865
Ganads ——- Large nesting at Angua'atatlon, Georg-
ian Buy, Cntaric.
Tisconsin —— Nostings at Afton, Brundon ana Annle—
ton 4 stroyed by snowstorm.
"1nn,hotd —— Nasting in th-= Chat¢1ﬁld timber nnar
Pochzster. .

.thLn —-- Lurge nesting at Hurnuatte, urrer
T@anQUl&-’”



THE 'GREAT WISGONSIN . PASSENGER PIGECN NUSTING OF 1871

1866
Pennsylvenid =- Néstings in Pottor: Countf whd et Vileon,
"Fli. County .

Michigan —#iij,st;ngs &t CGrund Haven ¢n Laks ichigen;
Forsstvills, Senilee County; Tovn of
Vagsar, Tuscola County; «nd Van Buren
Cauntyy *hﬁro no nasting had occurr’u
for fift.sn ysurs..,

Indiinc wiled, Largs n=sttng 1t [ercingvills, Morga
' G ounty o b : ot ‘
1887 .

Nastings, in Chio, Minnesot.. it Tigconsin vure bruk:n up
by shooting 1nd-de}r SNOV..

1882
Michigun  ———-Large nnsulng at- Manlatee, dhnintah Soun-
s
Pennsylvania - hestings in Iorth*nstnrn CUhnti“&.
<1869 -

Viscongin ———- COnhd“&tLVplf small stin"in the Pich-
"~ land + 'mﬁnr, oouthﬂz 3ol W mroe in
Greon C uity: o lﬁ r‘"txng s.uth of

S".“-d.rt&; and ©.n ul!l..\ Lulu Qul:f ‘l\.‘, Pk
o ‘ ‘Culace Countyr, 'b* G Un Ty ,:c THers .
Michigen.  ——— Nosting ‘at Mt. FTlowsant, Tsebella Cuunty.
Thara vare. rleo nostings in_lndlwnh wnd
'_‘C&'ﬂdtdu.. )
o 1670
Caneda '————‘TﬂStlng at. uod«rlch Mntario.

Pennsylvania -- MN3stings:in HeKoan and Potor o unbiss
‘ h T ‘hor‘t'}d to b" th: 14."' ut Finco ldu()
Michigrn ' —-— Nastings &t Glon Huvon wid Lb*q(yb‘n.

. 1871 -
Viscongin ———— Large nvaxlny.in"south céntrﬁl rortion
Of thL'b ;
i 8 1875 s :
New York  ——— antlnb in the southarn wnd of Ulst:r
' * County £ '

Qichigin  ——— Largs necting, 1t Sovth Haven, Van Bur.m
: § County; «nd amether ot Glum Lok:.
Tisconsin  —=-—= N sting thr: wril:s long nr»ax Shooino,
' © Ghuvuno.Countyy und o large nesting in
Brussels Torushin, Door Cocunty.
1073
Tisconsin ——— Smzll nestin. in Soringfi~ld Tovnshin,
Msraustte County.
Minnesot: ——— Nestin;: four miles lon; rorth st of
Pochester in Olmstad Tounty.
5



THE PASSENGER PIGWON

One deusler hus stated that he followed the main
body through Michigan, Wisconsin, Iovsa, and Minnesota
‘and. that there was no large nasting owing to the scar-
city of mast; and that he later learnsd thut there was

g csmall nnstlng in the western part of Minnesota, a
smull one in New York and one in Michigan. Another
dealer confirms this: "In 1873 ve did baiting in Chio
end Visconsin but lcocated no nasting."

Distribution of Nesting Areas

In studying the nesting of 1871 I have at =mpt:d
to gat definite information on thz following roints:
1) The flight ways and movemrmis northvard..
) Tha area covered and its outlinse.
) An sstimate of the number of birds nesting.
1) Th2 numbsr of birds killad by traprers and srorts-—

men.

5) The food consumed.
g Tha numbar of sggs or squabs in th: nest.
)

S Mo

Vlas thers a second naesting?
Vhare did tha nigaons go after the noesting?

@~ MDA

The Flight Ways and M-vem:nts Northward

The Pigeons appear to have migratad into Tiscensin
over the western two-thirds «f the stute. The Missis-
sipri and Rock River valleys, asoscially the lat.er,,
were two m&in funnels by vhich the birds noursd into
the nesting areu. The main column nassad through Ba-—
loit, Monrov=, Janasvills, St:ughton, Madiscn, Jafferscn,
Watertown, Baraboo and Kilbeurn. The Mississipri col-
umn passed ovar La Crousse swinging northaast to Bleck
River Falls, Srvarta and Tomoh.

The Beloit Journal of March 16, mcantlor.s that ri-
geons were [lying north in large numbers, vhile on the
23rd extsnsive praperations were bzing mada for trap-
ping in the vicinity. At ‘the same tims rigeon hunters
were out in force at Monros. The Janesville Gazette of
March 9 statss that pigsons zre flying northward; on
tha 15th large flocks are mentioned, vhile n the 20th
it is said: "Trapping rigeons is o rrofituble vocation
to many of our farmers." On the 28th pigeons are men-
tioned at Luke Koshkonong so that the flight continued
over & reriod of at lanst threa we-ks. On March 11, the
Madison Democrat st&tsd that "rigrons fly every morning
in thousands.," 5l

-8



THE GREAT VISCCUNSIN PASSENGER TIGELN NTSTING OF 1871

The Jafferson Bannsr of March 15 states that "pi-
geons were flying quite lively last 'vosk." On the sanme
date th: Vatertown Rerublican -inforus us that "Myriaeds
of wild nizeons...rut in an:arvraarance in this. vieinity
last we:k." They wre mentionecd al Cclumbus for March &
and 22, tnd «t Lodi on March 2. . The Baraboo Rerublic
stutes on March 8 that "large filocks of igeons hare been
sean paseing over the .wvillags for the rast day or twe,"
Ve noy approach the concentrztion roint. The editor of
the Kilbourn Mirror was apparently not impressed by the

early flights for rigeons are not merntioned until
Arril 22, Tha dey orevicus the entire village seems tu
have turned ,out for.a rigeon hunt, nnd it vas estimated
thet £,000 wera »illed wnd 1,500 brought into towm. Num-
bers finally made an impressiuon for *he May 6 issus
rosdss ",..it se2ms unaccountuble vhere they all come
from..For the nast thrae weeks they have basn flying in
countless flocks vhich no man. could number. On Suturday,
Aril 22, for sbout tro heurs: befor: nightfell, they
flew in cne coentinuous flock from scuth to north, darken-
ing the air end astonishing-thz veupls by the suund of
their wings . and could be .secn for miles in extent. And
they heve -gtill continued t. come, clthough not in so
greal numbers,"

Snowsturms ctused an 3bb and flow. There 'ag one in
Adams Ceunty us lote as Arril 10, &t which tiwe the vi-
gauns were reportad to be nesting. At Columbus .n Merch
8, the .birds wers flying s.uthward. They spraarsd &t
Fond du,th un March 11, and <n Ayril 8 we read: "The
ficcks rithuut-any-end-either-wey sugessd sach other in
rerid succession," Tigsuns apreared at Vautome March 2,
severzl. days prior tu mention of thoir rrasence in the
csuthern part of the state..  The Arplat.nt Cressnt un
Arril 1, states: "Wild rigeons are hurring n.rthwerd."
They were renorted as far north as Shaweno cn April 6,
There was no nesting in the n.urthern rart of the state so
far as. I have been a%le to determine. All the birds
thet made an eurly & resarance in the Lake . Vinnebigo re-
gion sprear.to have 1heeled ab.ut eventually, to nast in

Ldums Cuunty.

In._the regiun of the Mlss1531pr1 Vulley, rige ns
arreared ot La Crosss ¢n March 7, and wn March 9, they
"durken the vernal atmosphere". By the 17th they waras at
Hidscen., The flight dues not apvaur te have extondsd in-
land to any great extent, Th: Viroquu Censer statzs ¢n
March 15th that wild pige-ns have made their appoarance

T



THE PALSSENGTR PIGION

thougn they rre not very plentiful as yete. That the
nain westurn flight f.11ov2] the vivir rathsr closely
is suprorted by th: statiment .f Laffingvsll thut "they
annually flav up the Yalley .f the Missiesirri .11 v
ins the river in its winlin-s." .

The southvest:rn vortin { tha stute haln. |
flizht »r ducin- ¢ mmznt excsrt ot Pluttevills vhar:

.0 March © nurer.uc flocks wera statad © have orrewrsl,
Most of the novers 2. not msntion them at Wll, Pigeons
appeared at ilineral P int, ilarch 15, but are not nenti.n-
21 agzain. At Derlinszt.n, they or: rororisd un March 15,
but only in cunnection with o huntings ceccidents On the
other hunl, the fli‘ht of 1873 is notel,.

Lack of editorial comment is not conclusive evidence
of the adsence ¢f migoons as will be observed from thoe
pavers within and on the edge of the resting area. The
Friendshin Adsms County Prags Jde2s not comment until
Lpril 8 whan "Clouds of rigeuns fill thy zir" and damess
to crons is fiarad. Tha editor of th: Mauston Star is
finally movaed to mantion vizsons en A-ril 20 after re-
ceiving a "fins lot" for a rigson ~iaz. The n=v Lisbon
Argus is mor: obsarving. On March 16 it states: "Dur- .
inz the aurly nart of this wesk immenss flocks of wild
pizeons war: wending thair wey north, and they still con-
tinue tc comz." This is further rroof 'that most of th:
*izmone cams vio Kilbourn and the Tock River —ullsy. Lt
Sparta, nigeons er: not mention:d until irril 11. On
the 18th therns ure "imm:mss rumbors.! The birds arri-ed
at Black River Fells, March 11, and by A~ril 8 thare
wers thousends,

Not ona rof rance was found to rigzons mo ing alcng
Lake Michipan. The editor ot Sturgzon Bay commantad on
Lrril 63 "No rigeons have nade thelr armaurdnce here
this spring.” This statemant is imrvortunt for the rau-
son thut in = ysor vhen the rigeone nast:d in Michioun,
part of tham fraqusntly followad the shores of Gre:n B.y.
From this roint thiy anterad liichipan by vy of the Un-
per Paninsulo or crossed Lok: Michigon over th: Munitou
Islsnds.

' Tha ire: Covered and Its Outline

It is not rossible to ovutline thes nnsting aren " ith
sutisfactory rccurucy. Ther: ars mnls indorandsnt ob-
servations us to its lenoth, hovever. John Juir g:otes
Chief Poir zon w3 fullowss "I sar une rasting-nlice in
Visconein onz hundred miles long :nd frum thrs2 to ten
milss vide.," Mershon quotes frum u letter recei-ed from
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THE..GREAT WISCONSIN PASSENGER PIGEON NESTING CF 1871

Mr. Henry T, Phillips, the Detroit ghme declar: "In
Visconsin I. hava sgen a continyal nasting for 100
.mlles, with from on=z tu uossxbl" Iifty nests on avary
‘euk scrub." 1In neith>r cnse is thers any indication
«s to dute or location. It is safe to assume that the
refer to the 1871 nzsting, since I have bean unubln no
discovar any other nssting since 1850 that hrpruachnd
it in megnitude. In a lettsr datad December 17, 1896
Pokagun, without refstence to size, mentions vlsiting
a nsstirg "north f Kilb:urn: City visvunsin, about
twenty-five years aga," maklng the date exactly 1871.

.- .The loval editors apnear to héave known little .
about the.vast nigeon roost outside of their ovn baili-
wick. The best information comes from visitors outside
of the area., Gensral Henry Harnden visited ths ssction
north of Kilbourn and srent seviral days on the bre.d-
ing ground. IHe states that the roust commenesd fiva
miles from Kilbourn, was hlght‘to ten miles wide, ond
axtended as far north as Grand Rapids in Portage Couniy,
& distence .f forty or forty-five miles. The 2ditor of
the Kilbourn Mirror, under date of Arril 22, states that
‘the nesting bagins about sir miles frem the village.
According to travelsrs and farmers, the nasting was
"thres miles wid: and fifty milss in extent north."

Thers is & good deseription of the roost by Hugh
Kelley mublished in th= Barabéo Rerublic fér May 3.
Abandonad nasts were found, on leaving Kilbourn, au
soon as hiz rarty struck timber. They went iten miles
and pitchna thair tont where the rigeons were "thick us
locusts." As a matter of fact, nearly all of the tim-
bered vortions of Adams County se3n to have be=n occu-
pied by igeons to soms extent. In ths northern part
of the county tha n2sting sxtended’ entlreiy across (t,
o distance of 25 miles. The aditor at Friendship,
April 15, states: "The rigaons ars nasting thres or
four miles north of this rlacs. The nesting ground
extends for miles in th: tovas of Strong's Prairie,
Monros, Preston, Big Flats, and Leola, Flocks cun-
taining tens of thousands of the birds are contihually
flying ovar, while tha wo'ds ers litsrally alive with
them." This shows that the nessting extand~d to¢ ths ter
of Adums County, if not cs far as Grand Ranide. ’ Un-
fortunately, o peper from the latter tuin is not a-
vailuble. It is. zntirely vwrobable that ths nasting did
extend nearly to Grand Ranids for the Tlover Times of
May 13 states: Sevaerzl luads of y ung rigeons passed

9



THE PASSENGER TTGEON.

through our vxllage this wetk, Thay °ere canuuraa balov
Grand Rdﬂldg, vhare the. niaeono hira’ n,atel und hatched "

It would be’ COHS%?VJth‘ tc take ‘a Jength”. £ 50
;mlles and an average. ‘width - £ 8 milau, ¢¥ 200" squara
-miles fur the nesting east of the Wise.nsin River. I
have f.und n: svidencs' - that the nasting axtendsd int.
,Q"ushuru wnd . Marquetts G ﬁnty, th ugh the northwestorn
curnar Jf Nurquetta C‘unt"; as well ‘as Adums C unty, wus
.0bn81d319d fu\'rad nasting’ gr und “he V&ushar; Argus,
of Hsut ma, un hpril 27 statJS-""Th=uﬁ blrﬂs ar: very
rumerous in thls"qrt £ ths state, "It is'said that they

re nestlng west of Flyte's ¥ills in Admms Ciunty."

SR o Hugh Ke+1v in thn qrt1c1° abova cited says:
“Thls 10, wt +xt¢nds Trim Kllbourn 1 B1¢ck Plxer Falls,
and var:eg mn w1dth from uen £ P fl teen miles. Insidfa
tris tract as far gs i Hu & been, not a’ ulngle tree has
bezn. sllghted by the pest builders." 'Hs is mut aluns in
this statement. Therg,ls 8. lung dxtlblﬁ in ‘th~ Fund du
Lac, Copmonvwealtl. of. May 20, in vwhich the vriter stubes
thet his perty "hsaded fur the groat. ‘rigeon Toust,
stretching frem Kilbuirn City n tha Viscnsin Rivr_r,
for scores. familss beyond." The Purtdgs P“glutﬂr uf
Muv 6. pual;ahel 5 sh;rt article ik th ¥pig eun Trude "
The. 1nfprnwtlan was ubtalnad from gg@ntq uf tbe Aneri-
can M”rChuPtST Unlnn prers, Wha sh uld hay~ been well
Ainf.rmad of, tha extﬂnt of the n- qtlng. It states:

Few »arscns huvs any adﬂqu;t,fs .Ld'ﬂ'u of t""-‘ axtﬁnt o the
pigeon trade carr1~J .nat roints -n the La Cresse r ud
west of. here. The courtr3 frum Kilbourn Cit) o Spurta
and as for north a5 Grand Ra\lds has beon tuken rUSS 18-
sion of by the pigsdns, and cinvart:] into” ne ‘grund
roost, from vhich the blrdo radiate," "

On Aprl.i. 18, the £ Sparta Herald stités: "There is
said to be a rigeon roost on, Silver Cresk, from rhich
large numbers . are takon"; on. Aprll 85°"_"“h989 hirde
are a prominent LOnlc of conversation...in Sparta and
¥icinity. They are nnst;ng in immense numbnrs ‘in the
woods, extendlng from the Kickanpoo far up into ‘Jackson
_County, and covering a territory many miles'in sxtent
eastward. They can be reachad by a drivs of 'six to
2ight miles from Spartu, in & northeasterly direction."
The Black River Falls Banner (Acril 29) ext nds” tha
roost by announcing: "From J. B. Melross, w2 l:arn
thot the timber land between this rlace and Big: Crazk
is lltnrally alive with nigeons from threé %o seven
miles in axtsnt in avery dirsction." Vhethsr the n:st-
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THE GREAT YISCONSIN PASSENGER "IGE EON NESTING CF 1871 - -

ing extendsd us far as Augudta is not known sutisfuctor-
ily. From Kilbourn toc the knovn wastern ‘ktfﬂmluy of
the nasting is apnrox1m4t"ly 75 miles; if the n. stlng
extended to Augustu the 1 =ngth was 100" miles, - in bgrss—

ment with the stotem:nts of Fhillins and Chiaf Pokagon.,
Ther arc-othsr rassons for bslisving that th: nosting |
extended to augusta, though Mr. Alvin MﬂKnlght of this °
city informad me racaitly that thsr naver nostad there. i
Mershon has & letter from Mr. E. Osborn to H. T. THil-"
lips in which Osborn states: "In 1871 we located a
largs body at Tom~b, Visconszn, and did some h-uvy sbib—"
ring...Fe dlso shinpsd from Auguutn, ‘laconbin, .zpreSs,
$13,50 per hurrel. A nesting at. Tal Cluir*' but te 7 -
could not gat to. do mich with thm:® tn.ré."‘ In unotn*f :
letter Osborn says of large cgtchse by netting: At
Auguste, Wl;rqn51n, in"1871, Chu:r.'!.fh uurt*n, nhan of
Indiand, ovsr ond hundred dozen; Villidam V. Cons of
Masonvmlle, N, Ty Samuel Scbook of | 1r0¢n*¢]lu, Ohlu,,
and some Gthaf boys, 100 doZen’ und oamr. _

At this reriod’ tfapnlng vas a%;aﬁlv dOﬁa close o
the nesting. 'The :vidmes is not o« nclu51ve, hoxnvww,
thut thers was u nastifig.,” The Addns Cuarty birds fed
ﬂxtan61valy tu the eastward ond thsr: woag mich tran-
ping by beiting in Taushfira ard M&rcu sthe Cuuntiss.

Taking the nﬁstlng JQS‘ &f ths 1ﬁccr sin Piver as
75 milas long and aviraging 6 L119° ‘10., Ei=) hnwe f)“"
squara miles, Addlng to this tha 200 squars 'miles in
Adzms County, we . hive a continucus "roiét" of 850
square wiles., = T 7 e S

(Continuzd n bdga'13)

SOME GROUSE RECOWDS

During thg pabt grouge seas son Rov ﬁﬁmqlln, of Haf-
verd, shot a Spruce Grouse by accidﬁn beliavihg it
was & Ruffed Grouss. Tha bird xau killed about 20
milss nast of Hayward and is how mounted in the Con-
servation Department's Muaeum at POynottP. Hamblin -
locatzd four more birds r~c>ntlv. 7

Unusual as Ruffed Grouse aru'ln'Jeﬁfqrscn County,
onz camz to H, lenv1lle znd valksuflntc the gzarage
there. Th= blrd 'Was captursd ard ssent to the State
Experimentsl Gome and Fur Farm at Poynette, whare ro-
search in the fa:ding and " ossible vrcpagatlon of na-
tive grouse is being corried on. ‘ 4
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DECEMBER FIELD IECCRDSG

Fisld Notes .f th: m.nth just comnlsted vill be re-
c¢.rdel in this dspurtmont in very much the came style

25 "The Season" in BIRD-LORE m; zazine, Vhat ve unt is
g2t forth i the first nuge I this issue. Neellass t.
say rarortars. sh ull ;ive the nume _f the shsarvor in :
case f o rures biril, Ve h re tu have locul roporters in
th2 urauas vher: there ars muny observars tu c.mrile
their loual ure., vhich in turn will bz sent t. the eldi-
t.r. Vo have not mule uny 2ffurt at c.mplet:n<ss-in .
this ‘issue, but-ths £ 11 ving tw. rerorts vill sh w the

form tu icll.w = R

Milwaukss irea .—-A grect Jéal of internstn . eantaread
ur unﬂ the Duck situation ot Milwaukes luring Decamber.
Szutt Barortal severtl nuir of Bulinati, five rair f .
Shovallsr, tvo pair £ Pintail, ¢ t anl a L..n as lute
&8 Dacenber 25. Previous t: th%t on December I, Houlad
Margunsers anl the Gl Squav vere rrisent. Even tha Cus-
rizn Terry B nurarte's Gull, anT the rarsr Frenklint's Gull
trasre Tec.rptyl. n the sams ,:L.t On_ Dee mbar 3 tha Srorroy
Havk vas still »r.s=nt, anl th g2l l'm se3n Sur—hst O l
was =rortal at th2 Dac:mbor me: tinf,. -Palrulls nl fis-
kins ware “rﬁsmt, anl R bins hal il uwl fe-lin. until :f-
tor Cth.St!‘_’]\LS. —-=C. Lo Stralitazer, renarter.

I‘Jf lisin Arau.——Dnc sk =r, un il Ch 1stmas vas wary fav-
rubla f v lat: vater—f£.wl ricirls, 4s lat: as Dscember
26, ALout &,000 lucks wsre ~siimute? by J. S. Main as baing
rresant rear Malison, rorressenting uhlut fifteen srociss,
fuch surrriges us Gulvvll, Ballrat:, Pintail wnl Blus-
vinega? Tl ware sedn, anl ‘r""f“"l ous t that, n Dicambar
10, thx “1*‘ ~5illa CrHe vi.s still hera. Ruathir lurge
:E.L\nckk.- T Herrin- Gulls, Rust‘ms an? P:]-r inzs rom.insl
&b ub t“', we-ks loter thonusual., “One Blusbirl vis seen
o Dacerter 10 an'! . Br nze’l Grackl: n the 26. Hurry
anders.nieillai ur -.}.‘E ntim t un Lnusuully l" ree f1 ck
o eb ut twelvo Limgs-sarel Owls:e ncantrat:l o Shiell
thicket in th: Univ »ers:Lty .r\rb rotum.  Apra rentl v th:y vere
livin.- ‘uron thn nica s., nurer us th s year,  Mr. Main
£.uni s fl.ck of «b ut ton Fvening Gr sbeuks in th: Malis n
suburbe Df:r:~u:~b . 26.. It is usually sb ut thre: “ur £ ur
yoars thit ve huvs t. wuit betveon their visits here.
irnold Jueks m, Jr. an? L:land Haskins £ ound o Sh rt-eura!
0ul, ¢nl savorsl La~lanl L nesrurs ot Fu.villn Gr.,vn, D:c-
abal 19. "Sav-ral milas v est f Ma'is n, .1 De Cembnr 29,
they cume’uron a Ruffed Gr use, ¢ bir! seld:m sesn in Dane

; 12 :



THE PLSGENGIR TIGEON

County as a rule, and a flock of Pudnillu., The lotter cyw
f irregulur occurrence hape. Thoy a9 &les. sumrised to
find tventy Msad wlarks in th: same dren, 3 me of rhich

vers calling. The R ugh-lsgyed Havk has beon hers as us
one being found n D- =f"~nbor 10 by Rarr'-r vhile ...u“nins'

for Svamn Srarraws naor H Y}htr¢ ivers T oses a faw L
tﬁeon srarrows here sveryr w¢ntn1. Red-brsaste’ uthotchas
vavre Of rmgu¢hr vecurvznes during Lacembor, b:dne foun’
¢hisfly near conifir.us tress. FRobert Fairidial? foun?t 24
Yinnated Grouse ab.ut cix miles n.rth of -MJis n :n Docomb v
12, Feirfiel® anl Scutt, while vis ing o mursh naar Lakoe-
view .n Dacambar 14, astimatsd Lb: at 59000 Aucku, nostly
Nlacks un‘ M.llard, Th: vatio T ?14¢kq t. Mullarie vias
about 1 tu'ﬁ.——N. R. Bargar,Arfgorber.

1H4 GREAT ﬁISCONSIW PASSENGTE TIGEON NESTING OF 1871
(Continusd from wag: 11)

. This was rat 0ll, Thoro vers sov ral isolut:d nset-
ings of vhich «t laast four ars Inon. & n3sting mention—
od for Berlin apnears to huve bacn o tomnorury rooste I
have be:n wnebls to cbiain furthsr inf rmution n the
nasting at Eeu Clairs menticnsd o Osborn. Thar: ag
nesting of cunsiderable size north of Bloum=r. The Chin-
peva Folls Feruld under dute of I*na 5 states: “Chinr:
wz County, not to be cutdons by =ny other -lace in the
state, has a -igasun ro.zt, vhir: millions of 'anm are nost-
ing, just abiut four rilse abuve Blo.msr. Puetiazs vho
heve basn un thoere dsseribe the sccas as very intercsting.”
Thers va5 alsu & nssting un an islend in the Missigairei
below Proscutt, June 21. The nesting at Durand was oy
nature betlter defined., Ths Durand Timzs of May 2 stetes:
"There are millions «f pigeons resting on Nino MHile Te-
land, in the Chirrewa Fiver thre: miles rirth of Durand,
has an arsa f zb.ut 4 square milzs. On May 8 an excur-
sion narty wert by bout t.. the island from Durund. In
thres—quarters of an hiur 12 hunters shot 215 rdge. ns
that wers racavnrnd, in uuglulun v many thera thet vers
rot found, There ie reas.un {or sur~ocing that those
isuvlat:d nestings wers ssc nd attenrts and will be dig-

cussad luter, (Cuncludsd naxt lssun)
NE¥S

Mr. Frad Hommsrstr wm, Jr. is now locutad ot Ploin-
field, Viscunsin, vwhsrs h: is bunding Pinrat.d and Shurr-
vailed Gr mes, in his study £ their hubite and rungs.
The returns on -ver 1,200 f these birds band=d tar vsh-
St the state last voor were below -y~ actutionz.
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ANNOUNCEIMFNTS

The first Annual Mesting of the Tiscinsin Sociaty of
Ornithulogy vill b. hald at Mailsun this Spring. Do-
tailad zrvangemsnts will be announced in subsaquant
/issuesn,

Field nutes or manuscrints wntend:d for publicatiun
sh.uld bs ssnt in th: first of vach month. ' Observa-
tiuns for the month of Junuury vill uppour in the
Fabrucry issus. No manuscripts race.ved after the
seventh will be publich=d, yith the excaption of this
cuming month vhen th2 deadline will be February 1l5th.
Maik 2ll motsricl for mublication to ths editor

Tha Pebrucry issue ~ill be mailed tu thoss vhe indicate
their wish to join bafur, the Fobruary cuny is raady
for mailing. It w.uld bi zdvisable %: subscribe,

theref ira, bafure Februcry 15. The Subscriptiun

rrics is tenatively sot «t 81.00 rer year. S:nd yrur
ordsr to the Secratury-Troasursr, Turl Mitchell, 311
Cerapball Avs,., Madisun, Wiscunsin. If thaese subserip-
tiuns ara all in by February 15, we will b able .
Prenare & more us:2ful end larg-r bulletin, next time.
Such immdiate responge wuuld aleu laad to o rrinted
bulletin, in th: near futurs, bo t k. the plice . T
thase nimsographad conlas.

PLANS TUR THE WISCONSIMN SQCINTY OF CINITBOLOGY

(C-ntinusd fzom rage 1

Thus it fe:ls that no pormensnt c. nstitutim or

othur rules should be mede until all vho are interest-

ed have a chancs tu say their part. Sincs this mest-

ing will rrububly be held let2 cnough to rrumise visi-

tors & vorthrhile fisld trin ar und Madison, we sug-

gest the full wing tompurury sot-ur:

Our loecul staff o oificers will scrve us & t m-
porury exacutive cummittes. We will publish the bul-
letin, beginning vith this January numbsr, until the
Spring ms:ting. A1l who wish t. j.in are riguosted o
sand one dullar (51.00) 28 o ysert's subscriptia to .
the bullatin, to the S:cr.tery-Trausursr. THE MADISCN
BIRD CLUB WILL GUARANT“E TFIS SUBSCRIPTICIN OR TOUR

VONZY BACH. Then at ths Srring meeting, when clussi-
{icutiun of membership is made, und duss set, every-
.ne vill ba credited vith his dullr, und the bulletin
sent fres tu membsrs. Ssverul hundrsd [ thuss J;nuu

sry bulletins are b“th mailoed to wddress s we hi
sgourad. If y u know £ others, nlease mndl thelr
nsm e and oddresses, us numbers nsen o great dewl in
*rJJuﬂlnr a go.d bullstin.———Cmadtioee Oh 120 L.
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THE PASSENGFR PIGEQON
RANGE AND POPULATION STUDY SHEET
Canadian Pine Grosbeak
(Pinicola enucleator leucura}

All Wisconsin Ornithologists may cooperate in this
series of studies on various birds, one being select~
ed for each month. (Reports of this first one are

to be ¢ontinued until March 31, at whieh time you are
to mail your records, both past and present, to the
editor). Although the special gquestions about indivi-
dual cases will differ, the general plan to coordinate
all State records to date, in a central place, will re-
main the same. ResUlts of each month's work will al-
ways be published in the next month's bulletin. When
we feel we have covered the subject fully enough we
will print a map, showing the locations of the work
and the observers teking part. In this way a general
picture of the special problems on each bird will be
gained, and the information avamilable to our members
through this means will stimulate further study.

REPORTS OF THE PINE GROSBEAK SHOULD BE IN THE HANDS

OF THE EDITOR NOT LATER THAN APRIL 7. Address, W. E.
Scott, 20 N. Cearroll St., Madison.
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