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Monthly Bulietin of the rida nsin Socie®y of Grnithoiog, 

Vol. I. January 192% NM. 1 

PLANS FOR THE WISCONSIN SOCIZTS CF ORNITHOLOGY 

The Madison Bird Club has in mind a Stat: Bird Club 
that will unite all the crnithologists of the state,both 
professional and amateur, tc coorerate with {tate and 
Federal euthcrities in bringing about better snforcement 
of all existing laws, both State and Federal, and to muke 
nev laws which protect bird life in Visconsin. A Club 
thet will nromote the study cf Birds cf “isconsin, espec— 
ially in the field, and to bring together nd 1 ermanently 
record: all accurate and auch ntic data relative thereto, 
both rast and vr:sent, esprcially on the distribution, 
relative abundance, svas.niul occurrat.ce, breeding, fead- 
ing, song, ard other:habits. A Club that vill have a 
staff of officers composed of the best le.ders in “iscorn- 
sin, profsrably selected from varicus parts of ths 
state. ‘ Fa tne : 

- Such a socisty vould not int-rfere with sisting 
societies within the stats as it covers a different ; 

“field. Accordingly it wili draw nen: Uf its nemb rs from 
their ronks, a5 is the casé in Madison; furchor, th 
‘Society will promote tho ostablishmint of Icesi grou-s in 
several sections of the stute vhars none at the oresunt 
time exists 

As is the rule, cnly ons meeting c uld be c.nductud 
avoars but the club wuld be buid vogethor=b, a monthiy 
bulletin, that would nublish sll ficid notes ree ived 
from members, which, in the opinion of ths Uditor und 
Executive Committee, ere vorthy of sermcnent record, In 
addition to the Field Note Denurtment, the bulletin 
should contain announcem-nts and news of the Society, 
and articles uf e gonoral character. Ms hore we vill ob- 
tain articles for the lettsr devsrtmers from urndth.lo- 
gists in ths state vhe ar doing creutive or -exrerimontal 
vork, so thit the bulletin: ill bscume a surce of infor- 

mation. 
Ths Madison Bird Club is inviting the 'isemsin S.c- 

isty £ O:nith. logy to Madison this Spring for th: first 
Annual movting. (Plsase turn t. page 14)
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THE NEED FOR A SOCIETY IN "ISCONSIN 
' For years Wisconsin ornithologists hava realize? 

the nesi for some type of organizati:n which w ul? 
bring them int. cluser contact with cach other in their 

mutual interest ani.also stimulate act:vity in « more 
th.rough field study of Wise-nsin's bird life. Alsu 
for years, plons for the rrenaration of a *etaile. and 
accurate vork on the birds .f isc nsin has been under 
consideration. Huwaver, in snite of th: great mass of 

fiell. stuly that hes been d.ne in the nust, s.me records 
neod additiomel evidence tu strengthen their claim as 4 
Wise.nsin snecies; other c.nflicting species an] sub- 
species must be studied in mre Jetuil, anc vhile re- 
gions of the State shouli b: investigate? mere thervugh- 
ly for possible nesting ard migrativn data. 

With full realization cf the difficulty of cutlin- 
ing such an important study, and with understanding .f the 
difficulties invulved in rublishing this bulletin menthly, 
the Madissn Bird Club has taken the initiative of laying 
the groundwork for a Srnring vrganizaticn meeting of in- 
terestel] parties. We will need full suprort in sub- 
scriptions tc the bulletin, contributions Uf articles und 

field nutes and in general interest. Especially, dv ve 
need reports from the n rthern part of the state. 

} The editor wishes to. assure the readers that an 
attempt will be made to carry the most valuable material 
and original articles whenever p ssible. We shall also 
try to republish such early Wise nsin records as thse of 
Hoy, Barry, Willard, Grundtvig, Bhure Kumlein and others; 
alsu t» carry transcripts of rare VYise.nsin bird records, 
notes fr:m back issues of the "Auk" ond other sources. 
We feel that spch a coupling of past and ,resent recurds 
will give a better understending .f .ur subject, if not 
the final sulution. This bulletin will be valuable fcr 
your files. é



THE GREAT WISCONSIN PASSENGUR TIGHON NESLING OF 1871 
‘By ft. V.:Schorger, Madison, Tisconsin* é 

The nesting of: the Passenger Pigeon at’ Petoskey, 
Michigan,-: in’ 1878, ‘is assuhed ‘usuelly to hare been the : 
larg2st ‘that aver otcurred.: “Professcr Roney, in his pa- 
ner so .ofter cited, states regarding the above: "Hore; 
a few miles‘north, was a pigezoh nasting of irregular di- - 
mansions; autimited by those best qualified to judge, to 
be forty mites in length, “by: three to.ten in width, rro-- 
bably tho largest: nosting that’ hus evsr existed in the * 
United States; covering something like 100,000. acres cf. 
land, and’ including not less than'150,029 acres vithin 
its limits." The nesting in “isconsin. in 1871 was so 
much larger ‘that’ one hesitates to believe the ~vidence.-. 
This nasting hada minimum Length of 75 miles. ond a . 
width of 10 +60 15 miles’ <A ‘conservative sstimute of ths. 
area ig-850 equere miles. It can be ststed.sithout.hes-: . 
itation thet Wiseonsin had the lergost nesting that has 
ever been deseribed.--.) 8 Foes y u 

For yaurs [hava been ecllecting infcrnation on tno 
history uf the Passenger: Pigeon in Visccnsin.s The dite o> 
in the furm.l litvratures were disurrointingly mougra. = 
Little progress Pas mad: until th: thought: vecurrad that 
any nesting ur trenping of ic nsequarncs shuld receive . 
mention in the locul raners. An oxauination .f th» 
files of the Vise .nsin navisnarers 1 rovidod inf nmutien 
that exceeded ail ezrectaticns. Tt ded te the. discurery . 

of the 1871 nesting anc this ranor will .bs Limited t: it. 

Distribution of Nesting Areas 

It was characteristic of the Pausenger “igeon to fly 
and nest en masse. A popular assumrtion is thatthe . 
nestings were limited to a single or a few large areas; - 
but this is far from the truth. “ithin its range ths 
srecies nested over the entire’ area in single vairs, ad 
small grouns, and colonies covering froma fer hundred 
to thiusands of acres. Frequently there were several 
nestings in the Satie’ region. In 1858, a beechnut ysar, 
there vere three scrarate simultanewus nistings in Ccento 
County, Viscons.n, (Gren Bay Alvocats, June 3 snd 10, 
1858). There was one nesting 1.5 milss wide by 7? miles 
long on ttc Peshtigo riverj a second on the Oconte river 

*Reprinted from the October 1937. Proceedings of the 
Linnaean Society of New York, with the sind permis— 
sion of their Board cf Directors and of the author. 
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THE PASSENGER, PIGEON 

rerorted as larger than the first; and a third, cover- 
ing tro squere miles. on th: samo stream. In certain 
favors i sections th> Pigeons nested annually in vari- 
abie numbers, while in othors, nestings vere ‘:rratic. 
Hugs testing areas wore the excention. Wilson mentions 
one south of Danville, Kentucky, in 1810, that was 3 
miles ~ide by 49 miles long. In 184% (?) there ras a 
nesting on che left bank ‘of the Mississipri extending 
down the river from LaCrosse, Viscorsin, "the: whole 
‘length of the roost being ubout forty-five miles." 
_... The food suprly was a natural control on. the size 
of the nestings and their distribution. Ths breeding 
areas were usually in long lines. The reason for this 
offers a fertile field for sreculation. Presumably 
this form facilitated arrival and derarture from ‘the 
nesting. The cruising range is stuted to have, been 50 
to 100 miles daily. A simple mathomatical calculation 
will show that a iine dors not afford. che maximum ac- 
cassibl: food areu. Assuming a cruising rang: cf 50 
miles for a nesting covering 120 squar: miles, it is 
found that the radius of a circular nesting wuld be 

about 6.8 miles. Tho feeding area. available St Wiles 
from this circle \ ould be over tvice that afforded on 
the sides of a narallelogram 40 miles long by 3 miles 

wide. 1 ‘ 
In order to illustrate the distribution of the 

nestings during the -eriod under discussion, a few exe 
amples will be given. In certain years no large nust- 

ings arnear to have vccurred due to lack of mast. 

-. 1864 
Minnesute —--- Nesting at St. Charles. 
Yisconsin —--- Large nesting in the; Kickapoo woods 

south of Leon. : ah 

Michigan -—--- Large nesting between South Haven and 

St. Joserh. 
ae 1865 , 

Canada ——~- Large nesting at Angus Station, Georg- 
ian Bay, Cntaric. : ; 

Yisconsin —-— Nestings at Afton, Brandon and Annle- 

ton d sstroyed by snovstorm. ; 
Minnesota —-— Nesting in the Chatficld timber near 

_ Rochester... : : 
Kichigen ---- Large. nesting at Marquette, urrer 

Poninsules | 
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THE ‘GREAT WISCONSIN , PASSENGER PIGEUN NUSTING OF 1871: 

. / 1866 . 
Pennsylvenid: — Nestings ‘in Pottor County and at Vilco:., 

Rls’ County ; : 
Michigan ---- Nistings et Grund Haven on Laks Michigens 

Forsstvills, Senilee County; Torn of 
Vassar, Tuscola County; and Yan Buren 
County; vhere no nesting had occurred 

. . for’ fiftem years..,, : 
Indians ---- Larg nesting ‘at -Mursinsville, Morgan 

: Coundy etnies on. : ; 
: . . - Lest: : ey 

Nostings, in Chio, Minnesot:..cnt “igsconsin rare broken up 
‘ by shooting anc deur sno. 

1868 . ae 
Michigan  ‘----Lerge nesving at. Manistee, lenistee Coun- 

byl, aA Mas : 
Pennsylvania -—- Nestings in .Northrestern counties. 

4 7,86 Oia at ’ ; 
Wisconsin --—— Comparatively small nestins in the Rich- 

‘ land timber, southee st-of Monroe in 
, Green C unty; a luerse nesting s uth of 

Srartas and co. nestin, et Oalfiole, Fone 
<i. culéc County, brexcen un by, Porners. 

Michigen§ --— Nosting at Mt. Tlecsant, Isubella Ccurty. 
There vere.tiso nistings in Indinn: und 

» Canede : 

. U870 
Canada ~--~ Nesting at Goderich, Oturio. 
Pennsylvania — Nsstings:in McKoan and Potvor oa untios 

“ fpono¥ted to be th: largest since 1630. 
Michigen * --— Nostings <t Glen Huvon- atid Choocyyen. 

nS ee 187L - | Eo ela 
¥Yisconsin, ----. Large nostiny. in. south contral +ortion 

of Stata eso 4 ; 

See ROM a: ’ 
New York ---— Nestin, in the southern wnd of Ulster 

; County.” we 
Michigen  ---- Larve nosting.at Covth Haven, Van Burin 

: : County; ond snother ot Chum Loko. 
Viseonsin ---- Nosting thr: miles leng now Shersno, 

; '  Shewano-County 3 and «a large nestiny in 
Brussels Tovnshin, Door Sounty. 

1878 
Visconsin --— Smell nestin: in Snringficld Tovnshin, 

Marquette County. 
_ Minnesot:. --— Nestin;: four miles lon;; north est of 

Rochester in Olmst2? Tvunty. 
5



THE PASSENGER PIG"ON 

One deuler hus stated that he folloved the main 
body through Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota 
and that there was no large nesting owing to the. scer- 
city of mast; and that he later learned that there was 
a small nesting in the western part of Minnesota, a 
small one in New York and one in Michigan. Another 
dealer confirms this: "In 1875 ~e did baiting in Chio 
and Wisconsin but located no nesting." 

Distribution of Nesting Areas 
In studying the nesting of 1871 I have at smpt:d 

to get definite information on the foltowing roints: 
1) The flight ways and movements northvard, 
2) The area covered and its outline. 
3) An estimate of the number of birds nesting. 
4) The number of birds killed by traprers and srorts- 

mene 
5) The food consumed. 
6) The number of sggs or squabs in th: nest. 
7) Yas there a second nesting? 
8) Vhere did the nigeons go after the nosting? 

The Flight Ways and M.vements Northward 
The Pigeons appear to have migrated into "isccnsin 

over the western two-thirds cf the stute. The Missis- 
sivri and Rock River valleys, ssnscially the latuer,, 
were two main funnels by vhich the birds noured inte 

the nesting areu. The main colum rassed thr.ugh Be- 
loit, Monro2, Janesville, St:ughton, Madiscn, Jeffers n, 
Watertown, Baraboo and Kilbsurn. The Mississipri col- 
umn passed ovar La Crosse swinging nurtheast tu Bleck 
River Falls, Srarta and Tomah. 

The Beloit Journal of March 16, mentions that ri- 
geons were flying north in large numbers, vhile on the 
23rd extansive pr2parations were being made for trap- 
ping in the vicinity. At ‘the same time 1tigeon hunters 
were out in force at Monroe. The Janesville Gazette of 
March 9 states that pigeons are flying northward; on 
the 15th large flocks are mentioned, while n the 20th 
it is said: "Trapping vigeons is a profitable vocation 
to many of our farmers." On the 28th pigeons are men- 
tioned at Lake Koshkonong so that the flight continued 
over a reriod of at lenst three weeks. On March ll, the 
Madison Democrat stated that "nigcons fly every morning 

in thousands." 
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THE GREAT VISCCNSIN PASSENGER TIGECN N“STING OF 1871 

The Jefferson Bannzr of March 15 states that "pi- 
geons were flying quite lively last :‘voek." On the same 
date th:-Vatertown Rerublican informs us that "Myriads 

of wild nizeons...rut in an:arrearance in this. vicinity 
last week." They cre mentioned.at Cclumbus for March & 

and 22, and at Lodi on March 22. .The Baraboo Rerublic 
stutes on March 8 that "large filocks of igeons have been 
seen passing over the -village for the rast day cr twa." 
Ve now:aprroach the concentration roint. The editor of 
the Kilbourn Mirror was apparently not impressed by the 
early flights for rigeons are not mertioned until 
April :22,° The dey vrevious the entire village seems tu 

have turned out for.a rigeon hunt, «nd it was estimated 
thet £,000 wera silled und,1,500 brought into tovm. Num- 
bers finally made an impressiun:.fer the May 6 issue 
reads: "..it seoms unaccountable rhere they all. ceme 
from..For the nast thr3e.weeks they have been flying in 
countless flocks which noman.cvuld nunber. On Saturday, 

Avril 22, for about tro hcurs:befor: nightfall, they 
fillew in ene continuous flock from suuth.to north, darken- 
ing the air and astonishing the recnls dy the sound of 
their wings and could be..secn for miles in extent. And 
they have still continued tu -come, although not in so 

great numbers." 
Snovsturms ceused an 2bb and flow. There 'as on? in 

Adems County as lste as -Arril 10, at which time the ri- 
geuns were reported to ve nesting. At.Cclumbus on March 
8; the birds were flying svuthward.. They apreared at 
Fond du Lac on March 11, and 2n April 8 we read: "The 

ficcks vithvut-any-end-sither-way succesd each cther in 
rerid succession." Tigeuns apreared at Vautwme March 2, 
sevoral.days prior tu mention of their presence in the 

czuthern part cf the state... The Arplotun Cresent on 
Avril 1, states: "Wild rigeons are hurring nerthward." 

They were renorted as far north as Shawano on April 6. 
There was -no nesting in the nurthern vart of the state so 
far as.I have been able to.determine. All the birds 
thet made an exurly & reuweance in the Lake.Vinneb: go re- 
gion uprear.to have wheeled aod ut eventually, to nest in 

Adams Cuunty. ; 
In..the region. of the Mississipri Valley, rige: ns 

arreared at La Crosse cn March 7, and wn March 9, they 
"darken the vernal atmusphere". By the 17th they were at 

Hadsen., The flight dues not anvear te have extended in- 
lend tu any great extent. Th» .Viroqus Censor states cn 

March 15th that wild pige.ns have made their appearance 

7



THE PASSENG™R PIGEON 

thouch they sre not very plentiful as yet. That the 
nain vestern flight f-llowe) the river rather closely 
is supported by the statement f Leffingvell thot "they 
annually flew up the Ynlley f the Mississirri f-l1.:- 
ing the river in its windin-s." ‘ 

The southvestorn nortivn f the stute hain. . 
flisht rr djucin~ c mment excert ut Plutteville vher? 
m March © nurer.sus flocks vere stated t have orrecrel. 
Most of the noners 2. not mention them at ull, Pige ns 
appeared) at ifineral Pint, March 15, but are not menticon- 
el again. At Darlingt.n, they cr: rerorted on March 15, 
but only in connection with u huntins accident. On the 
other han), the flisht of 1873 is notel. 

Lack of editorial comment is not conclusive evidence 

of the adsence of ~igeons as widl be observed from the 
pavers within and on the edge of thy resting area. The 
Friendshin Adems County Press Jess not comment until 
fpril 8 when "Clouds of pigeons fill th: cir" and damegs 
to crons is fzarad. Tha editor of the Mauston Star is 
finally moved to mantion pigsons on Avril 20 after re- 
ceiving a "fin2 lot" for a rigson isa. The nev Lisbon 
Argus is more observing. On March 16 it states: "Dur- 
ing the aurly vart of this wesk immense flocks of wild 

pigeons vere wending their way north, and they still con- 
tinue te come." This is further rroof ‘that most of th? 
vrigsons came via Kilbourn and the Rock Piver valley. At 
Sparta, rigeons ere not mentioned until Arril 11. On 
the 18th thera ure "immenss numbers." The birds arrived 

at Black River Fells, March 11, and by Anril 8 there 
were thousends, 

Not one ref rence was found to rigeons mo ing alcn;: 
Lake Michigan. The editor at Sturgeon Bay commented on 
fpril 6: "No rigeons have nade their annaurence here 
this spring." This statemant is imrortant for the reu- 
son that in . ysor when the rignons nasted in Michisun, 
part of them frequently followed the shores of Groen Buy. 
From this roint they antered Michigan by w.y of the Un- 
per Peninsula or crossed Luk: Michigan over th: Manitcu 
Islands. 

‘ The iren Covered and Its Outline 
It is not rossible to outline the nesting are. ‘ith 

sutisfactory sccurucy. There are myles inderendent ob- 
servations us to its lenvth, hovever. John Juir q: otes 
Chief Pox von us fvllovs: "I sav one nasting-mluce in 
Wisconsin one hundred miles lony .nd from thre: to ten 
miles wide." Mershon quotes frum u letter received from 
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THE..GREAT WISCONSIN PASSENGER PIGEON NESTING OF 1871 

Mr. Henry T. Phillips, the Detroit gamedealer: "In 
Wisconsin. I héve seen a continual nesting fcr 100 
-miles, with from one t..vossibly fifty nests on every 
‘eak scrub." In neith2r case is there any’ indication 
as te dute or location. It is safe te assume that they 
‘refer to the 1871 nesting, since I have been unuble to 
discover any other nesting Since 1850 that crproached 
it in magnitude. In a letter dated December 17, 1896 
Pokagon, without references to size, mentions visiting 
a.nesting "north f Kilb:urn City Wisconsin, abcut 
twenty-five years agu," making the date exactly 1871. 

-The local editors apnear to have known little 
about the. vast nigeon roost outside of their.own baili- 
wick. The-best information comes from visitors outside 
of the area, General Henry Harnden visited the section 
north of Kilbourn and srent several days on the bre -d- 
ing ground. He states that the roust commenesd five 
miles from Kilbourn, was 4ight. to ten miles wide, and 
extended as far north as Grand Rapids in Portage County, 
a distance .f forty ur forty-five miles. The liter of 
the Kilbourn Mirror, under date of Arril 22, states that 
the nesting begins about six miles from ths village. 
According to travelers and farmers, the nesting was 
"three miles wide and. fifty miles in extent north." 

There is a good description of the roost by Hugh 

Kelley rublished in ths Baraboo Rerublic fér May 3. 
Abandoned nests were found, on leaving Kilbourn, as 
soon as his rarty struck timber. They went ten miles 
and pitched their tent where the nigeons were "thick as 
locusts." “Asa matter of fact, nearly all of the tim- 
bered portions of Adams County seem to have been occu~ 
pied by, igeons to som? extent. In the northern part 

of the county the nesting extended’ entirely across. it, 
a distance of 25 miles. The editor at Friendship,” 
April 15, states: "The rigeons ars nesting three ‘pr 
four miles north of this rlace. The nesting ground 
extends for miles in th: towns of Strong's Prairie, 
Monroe, Preston, Big Flats, and Leola. Flocks cun- 
taining tens of. thousands of the birds are c.ntinually 
flying over, while the wods ere literally alive with 
them." This shows that the nesting extended te the ter 
of Adams County, if. not cs far as Grand Ranids, ° Un- 
fortunately, « paper from the latter tun is not a- 
vailuble. It is. sntirely yrdbable that the nesting did 
extend nearly to Grand Ranids for the Plover Times cf 
Mey 13 states: Several luads of y ung rigeons passed 

9



THE PASSENGER PIGEON. 

through our yillage this week. They ‘ere captured belo 
Grand Ranidg, where the wigsons hive nested /und hatched." 

-- ,It. would be’ consarvitive to toke ‘a Length f 50 
mpiles:ond an average width. uf 8 miles, cy 400" sduare 
miles for, ths nesting eas} of the Wise¢nsin River. I 
have. f.und n: svidenca' that the nésting extendad inte 
Qeushura ind.Marquette, O bnty,, th ugh the‘ nurthwostern 
corner Jf Murquetts Cuunty,:as well as Adams C.unty, wus 
evnsiderad. fuvored nesting’ gr und. |The Vaushare Argus, 
of Waut me, on April 27 states: "These birds: ur: very 
numerous in this -art of the. state.’ “It-is*said that they 
are nesting west of Flyte's Mills in Adums C.unty." 

. ., Mir, Hugh Kelly in the article above cited says: 
"This ro..st extends frum Kilbcurn te Black River Falls, 
and varies, in width from ‘ten’t. fifteen miles. “Inside 
this tract as fur as I have been, not o single tree has 
been. slighted by the nest buildérs.""" Hs is nut’ alone in 
this statement. , There.is a long article in “th» Fond du 
Lac Commonwealth. of.May 20, in which the triter states 
that his party “headed for the great. ‘rigeon rucst, 
stretching frim Kilbourn City “ nthe Tisc’msin River, 
for. scores. familes. beyond." The P.rtags Register uf 
May 6.published s short article cn the "Pigeon Trade." 
The. infurmetion was ubtairéd, fren agents uf the Ameri- 
can Merchents!, Union, Express, who sh uld Nave been well 
inf.rmed of, the extant of the nesting. It states: 
Few ..arsens have any adsquute idea Gf the extént of the 
pigeon trade carried .n at rvints un the’ La Crosse r ad 
west of. here. The country from Kilbourn City to Srurta 
and as for north as Grand Ravids has been ‘taken ross:s- 
sion of by the pigecns, and ccnvért:] into‘ .né grand 
roost, from which the birds radiate." * 

. On April 18, the Sparta Herald statés: "There is 

said to.be a rigeon roost on, Silver Crésk, from rhich 
large numbers are taken"; on April 25: "These birds 
are a prominent tonic of conversation...in Sparta and 
Vicinity. They are nesting in immense numbers ‘in the 
woods, extending from the Kickapoo far up into Jackson 
_Cqunty, and covering a territory many miles’in extent 
eastward. They can be reached by a driv; of ‘six to 
eight miles from Sparta, in a northeasterly direction.” 
The Black River Falls Banner (Arril 29) ext nds’ the 
roost by announcing: "From J. B. Melrose, we learn 
that. the timber land between this vlace and Big Cre+k 
is literally alive with nigeons from threé to seven 
miles in 2xtent in ety, Cet, Whether the n:st- 
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THE GREAT YISCONSIN PASSENGER TIGEON NESTING CP 1871 .° 

ing extended as far as Augusta is hot known. sutisfuctor—- 
ily. From Kilbourn to the knovn western sxtremity cf 
the nesting is cpproximutely 75 miles: if the nesting © — 
extended to Augusta the length was 100:miles, ‘in ograd- 
ment with the statements of Phillins and Chief Pokagon. — 
Ther? are-other reasons for believing that ths nesting 
extended to Augusta, though Mr. Alvin McKnight of this - 
city informed me racatly that tha never nosted’ theres” 
Mershon has « letter from Mr. E. Osborn to H. T. Hil-" 
lips in which Osborn states: .."In 1871 we located a. ( 
large body at Tomzh, Wisconsin, and @id some heivy ship-~~ 
ring...¥e also shinped from Augusta, “isconsin, express,’ 
$13.50 per hurrel. A nesting at, Tati Clair»; but te °° 
could not get to.do mich with ‘th m‘thste." In “another - 
letter Osborn says of large catches by nétting: "At °- 
Auguste, Wiscqnsin, in “1871, Churles Curtin, jwhen of i 
Indiana, ‘over ord hundred dozen; William 1. Cone of : 
Masonville, N. Y., “Samiel Schook of Circleville, Ohio, - 
and some other boys, .100 dozen “and over." . WY ag : 

At this reriod tircapping was usually dons close te 
the nesting. ‘Ths vid mce is Lot cenclusive, however, 
that there was a nesting. “Tho Adams Cuunty birds fed - 
extensively tu the sastward and ther: was much tran 
ping by baiting in Waushura and Varousthe Coumties. © * 

Takirig the riesting. west ¢f the Wisconsin Piver as 
75 miles long and av2raging 6 niles wide, ve have 450" 
square miles, .Adding to this the'400 square'‘miles in’. 
Adams County, ve -have’a e¢ntinuous “rolst" of 850 ag 
square wiles. _ a ge at Sa oe ie 

; (Continued tn nage 15) 

s _SOME GROUSE RECORDS” 
During the pabt grouse season Roy Hamblin, of Hay- 

ward, shot a Spruce Grouse by accident, believing it (| 
was a Ruffed Grousé. Tha bird vas “killed about 20 
miles. east of Hayward and is how mounted in the Con-  ~ 
servation Department's Museum at Poynette. Hainblin ~ 
located four more birds receritly. | . vardii: 

Unusuel as Ruffed Grouse are in Jefferscn County, 
one came to H:lenville and walksd into the garage — 
there. The bird was. captured and sent’ te. the State  ~ 
Experimental, Game, and Fur Farm at Poynette, where re~ ” 
search in the fexding and ‘ossible trépagation of na- — 
tive grouse is being carried on. , 3 

1.



DECEMBER FIELD RECORDSS 

Field Notes -f the mnth just c.mnleted will be re- 
e¢-rdel in this dJepurtment in very much the came style 
as "The Season" in BIRD-LORE m.zazinc. Vhat re «unt is 
‘set forth m the first nage .f this issue. Needless ty 
say rerorters. sh uli sive the nume -f the observor in | 
ease fis rure bird. We h re tu have locul reporters in 
the areus vhers there are muny observers tu ¢c-mrile 
their local ure., vhich in turn will be sent t. the edi- 
ter. "a have not ‘male any effort at c-mpletensss-in — . 
this ‘issue, but-the B11 vine ty. rerurts vill sh w the 
form te fellows: . af ee 

Milwaukee Area.--A. greet jeal wf intereste. centered 

ur und the Duck situation at Milwaukee luring Decomber, 
Seutt perorteld several nuir of Bulinate, five rair f - 
Shoveller, tro nair f Pintail, C t+ ami.a Lon as lute 
us December 25. Previous t. that on December 1, Hew ted 

Mergansers an} the Olc. Squayv vere rrosent. Even tha Cus— 
pion Terriy'B nurartets Gull, ant the rarer Fronklin's Gull 
tere recoriel. n the same lute. On. Deembsr 3 the Srarrow 
Havk was still wr-sent, and th:.seltm sean Sur—vhot Onl 
Was Yer ortei at the December mevting. -Pelrvlls «ml Cis- 
kins ware rresent, and .R bins hal il ul fe-ding until, .f- 
ter Christnus.--C. L..Streiitzer, renorter. 

Malison Arsu.--Decomber, until Ch istmas.vas wory fav- 
reble'f r lat: vater-f.wl roeuris, As lat: as December 

26, dLout' 8,000 lucks Were ~stimite? by J. S. Main as* being 
present, riear Mulison, rerresenting ublut fifteen srecies, 

Such surnrises as Galwill, Baltrat:, Pintail sn] Blue- 
vines? Teal were sen, ani rrevious t. thet, n Deeamber 
10, the Pis'-bille? Grvbe vis still here. Rathor large 
flocks f Herrin: Gulls, Rusti2s an? PodJ-vcings rom.ine. 

abut tes weeks Luter then-usual., “On: Blusbir) vis seen 
om Decenver 10 ani. Br nze? Grackle n the 26. Horry 
iMders m’eilley cur attenti mt on unusually lerse fl ck 
of ab, ut twelve Ling-eare) Owls:e neentrate] ino shell 

thicket in th: University Arb.retum.  Aprarently they vere 
Livin: ‘uron the mic: s., numer us th s year. Mr. Main : 
f.uni u-flock of abut tn Fvening Gr sbeaks in tho Matis n 
suburbs Deourbur 26. It is usually sb ut three “ur f ur 
years thit ve have t. tit betreen their visits here. 
dmmolt Jucks n, Jr. ani Leland Haskins fund c Sh rt-eare) 
Owl, onl sevorcl Larlan! Lonesrurs ot Faville Grove, Doc- 
mmber 19, ‘“Sevrral miles vest uf Matis n, 1 December 29, 
they came>uron a Ruffed Gr use, « bir sel2'm seen in Dane 

* re 4
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THE PASGENGSR TIGEON 

County as a rule, and 2 flock of Pednolls., The ditter are 
vf irreguler occurrence hers. They -e.o ales.gurrriged to 
find trventy Mead wlarks in “ths sams area, s me uf which 
were calling. The R ugh-legve? Hark his boon here as usucl 
one being found n December 10 by Rarger vhile scarchine 
for Svamn Starraws nenr tid Yuhsra River. ) seo a fur if 
these srarrovs here every winter. Rad-vreaste? Wuthstches 
weve of reguler vceurrvence during December, bing foun* 
chiefly near conifur.us tress, Robert Fairtiel? foun? 24 
Finnate? Grouse ab.ut tix miles nerti of -Mclis.n in Decemb-r 
1g. Fairfiel* an? Scott, while. visiting a marsh nour Lake} 
view .n December ld, estimated about 5,09 ducks, m-stly 
Blacks an? Mcllar€. Th: retio .f Blacks t. Mullarles was 
about 1 ty 6.—N. 2. Barger, rerorior. . 

THE, GREAT VISCONSIN PASSENGTR TIGSON NESTING OF 1871 
: - (Continued from page 11) , 

This was not oll. Thore vere-rev ral isolated nist- 
ings of which at least four ary morn. a4 nesting montion- 
ed for Berlin apnears to have becn . tommorury roost. I 
have bem wnedls to obtain further inf .rmution .n,ths 
nesting at Beu Claires mentionsd br Osborn. Therz oas z 
nesting of cunsiderable size north of Bloomer. Tho Chine 
pews Falls Hernld under date of June 3 states: "Chinrs 
wa County, not to be outdone by any ether ~lace in the 
state, hus a -igeun rou.st, whors millions of ten are nest- 
ing, just abiut four miles abuve Bluumar. Pacties who 
heve been un there describe the scsae as very interesting." 
There vas also @ nesting un an islund in th» Mississirri 
below Preséctt, June 21. The nesting at Durand was py 

nature better defined, The Dursnd Times ef Muy 2 stetes: 
"There are millions «f rigeons nesting on Nines Mile Te- 
land, in the Chirrewa Kiver threo miles north wf Durend, 
has an area of ubvut 4 square miles. On May 8 an excur- 
sion narty went by bout +. the island from Durand. in 
three-quarters of an hur 12 hunters shot 215 rige.ns 
that wers recovered, in addition te many thers th.t vere 
not found. There ie reasun for sur ocing that those 
isulated nestings vers ssc nd attenrts and will be dis- 
cussed luter, (Concludsd next issv.) 

NEES 
. Mr. Frad Hanmerstr m, I>. is nvr locuteé at Plain- 

. field, Visconsin, .whsre he is binding Pinnated and Shurr— 
tailed Gruss, in his study .f their hubits end rong>. 
The returns on .ver 1,000 .f these biris banded tar ush- 

wut the state last your were below ox sctutiuns. 
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ANNOUNCEM NTS 

The first Annual Mesting of the "isc nsin fociety uf 
Ornithvlogy will b.: held at Maiisun this Spring. De- 
tailed arrangements will be announced in subsaquant 

Assuds, 
Field notes or manuscrints untend:d for publicatim 

shwuld bs sent in th: first of vach month. Observa- 
tions for the month uf Junuury vill appeur in the 
Februery issue. No manuscripts reco_ved after the 
seventh will be publish», yith the eaception uf this 
coming month vhen the deadline will be February 15th. 
Maik all material fer mblication to ths editer 

The February issue ~ill be mailed tu th.ss whe indicate 

their wish to join bafor,; the February cony is ready 
for mailing. It wuld b: advisuble +: subscribe, 
therefure, befure Februcry 15. The Subscription 
rrics is tenatively set at #1,00 ner year. Send your 

vrder ty the Secrstary-Treasurer, Sarl Mitchel, 311 

Campbell Avs., Madicun, Wiscunsin. If these subsvrin— 

tims ara all in by February 15, we rill bs able 

prenare a more useful and larger bulletin, next tine. 

Such inmodiate responge would also lead te a rrinted 

pulletin, in ths near future, bo t ku tho pl.ce f 

these mimeugraphed copies. 

PLANS FOR THE WISCONSIN GOQOiMTY OF CHNITHCLOGT 
(Continued from rage 1, 

Thus it fecls that no permanent c.nstitutim or 

other rules should be made until all vho are intersst- 

ed have a chance to say their part. Since this meat- 

ing will vrubably be held lete enough to rrumise visi- 

tors 2 worthrhile field trin around Madis.n, we sug- 

gest the full wing temperury sot—un: 

Our loc.l staff of officers will serve us © ton- 

porary executive cummittes. We will publish the bul- 

ietin, beginning with this January number, until the 

Spring mevting. All who rish te jvim are riquosted tu 

send one dullar ($1.00) as a yeer's subscriptim to é 
the bulletin, to the Secr-tary-Treacurer. THE MADISON 

BIRD CLUB VILL GUARANTSE TEIS SUBSCRIPTION OR TOUR 

MONEY BACK. Then at the Srring meeting, when clessi- 

ficution of membership is made, and duss set, every- 

une vill ba credited vith his dullur, snc the bulletin 
sent fres tu members. Severul hundred -f these Janu- 
sry bulletins are being muilud tu address 's we huve 

egoured. If yuknw f vthers, nlease mil their 

nsem:s and sddresses, us numbers mean 4 great deol in 

rroducing a govd bulletin.—---O madtieo Ch boon. 
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THE PASSENGER PIGEON 

RANGE AND POPULATION STUDY SHEET 
Canadian Pine Grosbeak 

(Pinicola enucleator leucura)} 

All Wisconsin Ornithologists may cooperate in this 

series of studies on various birds, one being select~- 

ed for each month. (Reports of this first one are 
to be continued until March 31, at whieh time you are 
to mail your records, both past and present, to the 
editor), Although the special questions about indivi- 
dual cases will differ, the general plan to coordinate 
all State records to date, in a central place, will re- 

main the same. ResWlts of each month's work will al- 
ways be published in the next month's bulletin. When 

we feel we have covered the subject fully enough we 

will print a map, showing the locations of the work 

and the observers taking part. In this way a general 
picture of the special problems on each bird will be 
gained, and the information available to our members 

through this means will stimulate further study. 

REPORTS OF THE PINE GROSBEAK SHOULD BE IN THE HANDS 
OF THE EDITOR NOT LATER THAN APRIL 7. Address, W. E. 
Scott, 20 N. Carroll St., Madison. 

Reporter's Mame .rccrccccccccccccssscecsevesvesserssecs 

AGAPEBS. cocccccnccnscenvccccscseessesavcevscnvecespes 

Locality Date Number Observer's name 
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