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gift of dts citizens,
‘been ‘actiwel identified

eIn &r the uplift
1tv that

h an extent that with
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being 21?513
ts names being Beal!
I}aﬁ’wﬂl ‘His father died |
m ‘he ‘was three years old 2nd lat-
“er his mother married Mx. Augustus
-%nm!htll and | in the fall of 1836,
he ‘was .nine -years old, the
came mst. Mr. Caswell re-
w8 wivid srecollection of that,
gcm ey and delighted to tell of it -
said they made the trip in one of |
the time honored “prairie scho 'me's i
came around the southern end,
Lake ‘Michi E;n. passmg +m~uugp|
on their way. |
% up the west shore of the lake |
%ey spent the winter with Solomon
Junesn at his drading post ox the
spot where Milwaukee now stands. It
~consisted of a small yvillage with one |
~hote! built of boards. My, Caswell ve-
.. tained ‘@ distinet remembrance of
‘Bolomon Juneau and also knew Byron !
Kilbourn, amether one of Wisconsin's |
pioneers.
In the spring of 1837 th
Juneau’s fpiam and jourseve
shores of Rock river whoic
settled at the southern exmtronmit
Lake Koshkomong., Of their jo
across the Wiseonsin ati
prairies Mr. Caswell said
dreve along, the oak Opu e
. the prairies were all abloo
_wild flowers—a very beautifu’ sig

for =all travelers who passed tha

furnishings were erude and

“"The ‘bovhood and youth of “WW
Gasvsell were spept on the pioneer
farm in Rock County at the foot of
Leke Koshkonong and many of the
experiences of the early pioneers
were his. The house of the Churchill
family was the only habitation with-
in ten miles and was a stopping placa

way. The great army trails left by
Gen. Atkinson’s army of regulars that
eame through there during the ‘Black
Hawk war, ran not far from
house and Mr. Caswell often spoke
of following up the trail for his own
amusement when a small boy. He
said, “It was the only.road we had;
the whole eountry was like a Emt
park, we could drive anywhere

oak openings and on the mities.” %

The house was built of logs s were
all pioneer dwellings and. mn;i;n of the

the extreme. I:magma the
family when ‘one ° ;
years, a raft came 1 the river
with a load of mai “wooden' chairs|
from the mills %o the north, Mr.
Caswell, then ‘but A yonng I, took
his canoe and -paddled out ‘boat
where he traded a large pan of
ly dressed wild dueks which he h«sd
shot on lake Koshkonong for two of
the chairs.” They were a great jux-
ury for those days ‘and one of the
chairs is still in good condition and
prized as an heirloom by the family.
Mr. Caswell remembered well the
diseussion coneerning the location of

the capital of Wisconsin and when
it was ﬁnally dec:ded Jdn favor “of

Madlson in '15338 and’ work m’éﬁegunl

_on the _building he was often «<alled

apon bo row workmen across the
giver in his canoe, on tkeir way to
work upon the capitol building at
$he “Four Lakes” was Madison was

en called. At that timoe there were
But two other bouses in the whole of i
'ocL County, one belenging to a|
settler named James, living on tke[
Rock river ten imiles awWay -and for|
thom the «ity of Janesville was!
named, the oether was owned by "‘1
Bettler named Johnson .and for -whom
the village of Jshnsto-m was named.
¥ Soon ofter his arrival, while still
% small boy, 2ar. Caswell wert through
$he wocds and neross the prairie on
£60t to the Janes place and there he
Bgain saw Solomon Juneau whe had
eome to stay owver night with Mr.
Junes. The eamversation between. the
Ewo men was carried on entively in
French s0 that he underst&od little of
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was influeatial in local affaivs.
‘they moved to Fort Atkinaon
¥here they resided nntil their desth,
“in these | pioneer ;\;rmndmgg

'.-._-‘ B..(h‘wd] oW Al mﬂng
bt enan zﬁsnd. _-..‘I‘ﬁa pi?fnee: sﬁ}oo:és
E okonall hid ambit or - Jronds
, secured in mm.&c“gq

e and senutor, Matt
y Beloit, and in 1851
1o the ha.r in Wiscon-
in and afterwards to the supreme
: of the United States. In 1852
ty-seven years ago, he established
is law practice in Fort Atkinson.and
pre ced in all the courts mp ‘to*the
time of his death. Durimg his ac.
tive work in the profession he at-
gained a reputation for .careful
aandling of suits and has enjoyed the
wards of a strong and snccessful
E:' er‘
¢ In 1863 Mr. Caswell arga.mzeﬂ the
F ‘u'st National Bank of Fert Atkin-
son, and gt the time of his death was
sident of the same. In 1885 he
gamzed the Citizens State Bank
u was its president for ma.ny ears.
1866 he organized the N rest-
irn_Mfg. Co. and was connected with
& durmg his life timé. As a citizen
e has always been Teady to take his
ghare in public duties and he was|
elected to his first office in 1853. Hel
then became a member of the board
bf education where he has served for
nearly sixty-five years, and as one|
romient author Has said, “Certain-
no citizen of Wisconsin had a more
te knowledge of the varied

nphmted in  Wisconsin, -and it is
The n

mell will aiw.ays be ide ,with

of education in Fort At-

e was one of ‘érand‘
pld meca of his state nﬂﬂ\ hzs!
-much Ofl

svise and conservative poli
fhe success of the Forg,
s 1 system is due.” ! :
In eonneetion with his mvwe onl
the school board it is in
note that he hired for his firs
gr, Miss Elizabeth May, ¢
a terwards became his wife.  Another |
interesting incident occurred whﬂe
e was visiting ome of the grade|
ms in his eapacity as s member |
the ‘Board. e pupils in history
recmng the story of the gapture
f B %r Andre as a spy and in the;
Dok ey were using was a plcturm
Bf the large silver watch that Andre
HiTered as a bribe to the officers 1o
@ilow him to escape. At that very!
moment the identical walch was in!
é_i' Caswell’'s pocket. 1t was owned
by a family living in Hebron east
of Fort Atkinson and had been loaned
o Mr. Caswell io take to the Cen-!
fennial Exposition held in Philadel- |
‘hmd that year. The watch had
¥aj. Andre's name engraved insidei
he case and the date on which it was
iresented to him.: Mr. Caswell took |

Washington. 1t created ‘much |

doaned it to him, They had procured |
gt in a pawn shop in_ Ph:‘adeljghm

'ubtfu.l i3t a:an be.dn any’ wher i

fk to the Centennial and afterwards’

',berest in both places. It was after-|
vards restored to ‘the people who
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{ conuection with the Grand Arm o

-irepresent the 2nd district in Oomess
_jand from then on for fourteen

‘}the history of his career he.lugy al-
Jied with that of the mation and the
istate. His record in Congress was

s

s ce terms in
iAt the time of
rved as Commissioner of Enroll-

ler boats,

1 covered = week later. In writing of |
dthis sad accident Mr. Caswell said,|
- "'I'hus perished ome of the noblest]
1% prs Wisconsin ever had”. It was{
3 on ﬂns trip that Mr. Caswell saw}
i Gen. Gnmt for the first time.

{ interest ©f his state and district and
#a sound attitude toward gll mational

{in the ‘formation of all public senti-
“Iment on all questions affecting the in-;
{terests of the state, and community.’

{found to be eorrect -and not-only con-
i trolled his own actions but influenced |
largely the wiews :and actions of |
tothers. Frankness and:candor marked |
is intercourse with pegple through- |
put his life; he was honest with hlm--

ey afterwards left Heprom and 4111
frace of them and the watch‘ was

%:M;b Caswe'ﬂ ‘was nlways a Btaunch

lican. He ser;eg one tecf;.m 33
: ct attorney of Jefferson an
= Y ihe state legislature.

the Civil War he!

: e governor missed his.
1 footing and stepped off into the wa-
i ter and in spite of all efforts to save
thim, was borne dowa river by the

current. His body was re-
He
Mr. Caswell derived

the Republic and made 2 Epeci
that the representatives d ﬂ:

'{ m& be given a place at his funeral. |

-dn 1874 Mr. Caswell was chosen to

marked by an earnest devotion to the

Eroblems He was 2 snan of remarka-
ly sound judgment which gave to his
opinions great weight =and ‘assisted

Endowed by nature with great intel-
lectual power and dependent in early

n all
inves-

flection and examination were usually

~ {life for success upen himself he was|

Aeautious in his expression u
~ { public "questions mntil he ha
{tizated the subjeci to which they re-
}lated. His conclusions Formed by re-

i

self and candid with cothers and in |
this national life :as 'well:as within the .
lconfines of his own home town, he!
commanded the :admiration of all by !

in private Eife. _ o i

the candor he exhibited in pubhc and

i7" Following are 'gomre 0f the facts in i
s recond in Oongress—he was in fa-
wor of extending ‘the franchise to!
women; he was the author of the bill ]
reducing postage from three to twoi
'uts he mtroduced the bill in Con-;
gress which became a law and by
Wrhich the staies were refunded many
millions of dollars for.a direct tax
devied during the Civil War and of|
_lhlc!z Wisconsin’s share was $444,-'
000; he had charge of the bill in the!
House creafing the U. S. Court of,

hewmimeufthecomﬁ]ﬁe
: tion ﬁf the
way; and was inv
¥, fd'._ ﬁ

. mt wand \wesﬁ 13’
Iile complied and was
,. at irteresiing occasion;
i Was on .t.he~comm1tbee which -re-
norted on the foundation plan of the
LCongressional :Library -building - in
W ashington -at -2 ccost of six and a
guarter miillion .of dollars and while
B member of the judiciary commitiee
ad charge af the bill which became
g law for readjusting the salaries of
the district and cirenit judges of the
Enited States.
. Since the closing of his congrmn-
career Mr. Gaswell has carried on
his law practice in Hort Atkinson and
has continnonsly rofided here with the
exception of the time spent in travel
Eurcpe and his .own country.
Among the many -advantages ac-
ing to the city through his agency
as the erganizing :of the branch of
e Chieago & Northwestern Railroad
at passes through here and settling
e location of the road so that Fort
tkinson would be on its route. The
ittle pioneer settlement had long
een working for a raiiroad and just
hen all their efforts seemed in vain
Caswell stepped into the breach|
;and went to New York, met the
fcommittee and put the project
hrough. The history of the move-
ent is full of interest and shows his
domitable per:.ea’emnce when work-
g for the interests ©f his commu-
ity.
i The close of this long and useful|

ife came peacefm'v in his own bome;
; family.

surrounded by members of 1
@t was as though he “‘wrag
}n"mntie of his couch about p
Rm down to pleasant dreams: In!
aapm of his public career Mr. Ln‘:“ ell
atl an intense love of honie and was
autese*r_ed in the affairs of hs rom”
®nd fanily up to the last, and talked|
ﬂo*m'lv and cheerfully to his rurve
land dauchters just a few moments
¥ore breathing h g last. He w
#ended through his illpess by
Dr. H. O Caswell, witl: the very effi-|
Eient aid of Dr. L. J, Bennett. i
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May August 7th, 1855. Mrs. Caswell
fied Jan. B1st, 1890.
born of this union six children, four
®ons and two daughters, Chester A.
Caswell, Lacien B. Caswell, Jr., Geo.
. Caswell, and Dr. Harlow O. Cas-
wwell, Mrs, Isabel Cole and Mrs. May
Perry, whe all survive and are resi-
idents of Fort Atkinson., There are
mlso eleven grandehildren, Mrs. W. R.
dvey and Mrs. Arthur Kammer of
Fort Atkinson, Mrs. Arthur McGraw
%of Whitewater, Miss Marie Cole of
Chicago, Miss Lucia Perry, dietitian
@t Fort Sheridan, Ill., Miss Mildred
Waswell, Mt. Sinai Hospital, N. Y.,
the Misses Marion Pe
peth Caswell, Downer College, Mil-
maukee, Miss Mary Casweil, Miss Jan-
st Roper and Master Wm. Roper of
Fort Atkinson. The great grandsons
Bre Master Lucien B. Ivey of Fort At-
kinson and Arthur Garfield McGraw
Bf Whitewater. L) i
" On March 8th, 1898, Mr. Caswell
mnrried Miss Anna Rogers, daughter
pf the Rev. Barton Rogers of Fort
Atkinson. She died May 31st, 1902.
¢ It will be of interest to Mr. Cas-
well's fellow-townsmen to know that
for some years he has been engaged
in writing a history of his life and
that at some future date this record
wvill be published. It will contain ma-
terial of inestimable value in state
ind national history as well as in
ithe life of our own community, with
fwhich he has been closely connected
for 50 many years. 7 .
- 3 Mgs. J. F. SCHREINER.
£ _THE SERVICES = '

¢ The large and beautiful home, ‘built
half a century sgo by Mr. Caswell at
#he most sightly spot on North Main
Btreet, was filled to overflowi Tues-

by

ck with
relatives and friends, many of whom
had journeyed from Milwaukee, Mad-

ison, Watertown, and other cities, to
y tribute to their departed friend.

ed as pall

Bt T Lowg, ad ol sty pell bea

U bown, a5 hondrary | rers.
‘The casket rested jn the south parlor
and was banked with flowers in great
profasion. Chairs for several hundred
guests were placed.in six living rooms
which formed & compiete circle and of
bich the front bail was a segment.
§ees were in charge
- & r‘ mmd by
] .. ; &1 ﬂmn _College,
§j Mr. J. Q. Emety of Albion, ‘Rev,

Grabill gave & feding tribute to the|
haracter of the §eceased whom he
had lesrned to esteem very highly

jEince coming to. e Congregational
pastorate here. He was followed by

‘Rev. Dalend ef Milton whe spoke asi

Bollows: i i s i

College, and the ot found in the
fmp? and geptle

sssion that his ~ fong

n his life. To th

he appeared surropuded 'b
cople, whose goiety, and
were the deligh _%pf[fw days. ‘Except
for his calm restraint he never seemed
ke an »ld man, but always was young
ith kiz young - 1 ngo not
prrow at the completion «of a' life
o Jong and so filled with kindly and
pentle deeds. Tiives like This make us
feel the beauty of passing from this
ransitory world to.ong of eternal love
ind peace. God grani-us grace to live
ves in- seme measure. as his.
i Following is the substance of the
pemarks made by Mr. J. . Emery,

svho was for many years principal of

the schoels of Fort Atkinson and thus

eame to keow intimately the friend
pf whom be spoke: . [ .. .

farrishe def 8 life freighted
with the bountiful ndtvests of henor-
mble and belpful servipe of his fellow
men in many fields of strennous aetiv- |
ity. I count it as ene of the choieest|.
fortunes of my life, thai for forty-six |
eyears, Mr. Caswell was m friend, |-

Trace the his
fevelopment of
spd well-ordered 1
ments of Fort Atkinson, and in most
# not all cases, the helping and stimu-
Jating hand of this business genius
will be disclosed. Hisjwas the guiding
spirit in establishing knd maintaining
the First National Bank of Fort At-
kinson, the first Natienal bank to be |-
gstablished in the dtafe, that became |
B veritable Gibraltar ¢f defense to the
many business enterpfises of the city.
failure was unknown g‘its_ yocabu-

. HisJove of Fort Atki feon was well-

zh passionate. A man of extensive
ravel, both in this feountry and
abroad, he always retyrned to Fi. At-
kinson as, to him, thecharmed gpot of
il lands. A

' T
¢ His sixty-five yob. g of continuous
gervice on the sciool board has few
pafiallels, if any,and attests the deep
nterest he felt and manifested in the
educational welfare of fhe city as well
5 the rare tribute of sustained con-
fidence and approval o ‘hiz fellow citi-
jens. Those sixty-five years of con-
finuous service on the school board
pave dignity and stability to the
Echool interests.- I speak from knowl-
edge gained by sixteén years of ex-
perience when I say that his services
@ & member of the Fort Atkinson
fehoo! board were of inestimable val-
pe. He was wise in eounsel. He was
kafe and reliable in aetion. In no
Bense an extremist, he ‘eompletely ex-
gmplified the maxim, HAvoid ex-
fremes”.  His hearty' good will, his
broad common sense, his keen analyt-

Seal mind that seized guickiy the im-
wortant features of any subject and
rejected the unimportant ‘or irrele-
Want, his zeal for educational ad-
wancement ~ for . sixty-five years
wrought themselves into every abric
6f educational betterment In Fort
A tkinson. : 1) SR

E Favored by nature with a wonder-
$ully vigorous physical eonstitution,
Bnd 2 man of scrupuloasly reguiar
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In poise, self control,
Aness of irit, evenness of dispo-
L. matiiteat d- e seemed

S A e e et AR

_"- esterlmgchmaterm&csmd
?ix enhwyer.mﬂe gnce said 'ho me
& ority of cases, 3
Kod s cllene. . settie ok oF

i took twelve yem:s of my
e ‘public administration of
m the courts to realize the su-
perb wisdom displayed by this course
)f conduct. In his law practice he
sarried the same dignity, the same]
keen sense of fair dealing that char-
A h:}zed all the other activities of
is life.

. A pioneer in the u buildmg of the
Btate, he contnbutedp as law mak

and otherwise, amply of his time nnd
conspicuous talent.

¢ Fourteen years a member. of Con-
ss from Wisconsin, during the try-
ing years of reconstruction after th;

- s T
A it i e Eldg

-

ceminent talents won for him a
i ,z:c;_ on.the committee on.elaims snd

rlso on the judiciary committee, then
a two most important committees
it the House of Representatives. His
pbilities gained for him a national
Parne s the iplendid Aevel
- Sha in the splen eve op-
I _t o?%un fondly loved eity, of hiz |, :
tate and of the nation durmg the .

g penod of his hie, a Mehpmen;;

-....-‘_.-..—.-n‘.-'-‘.‘.-nai, -

" The beneficent mﬂuences emanat- ' .
fig and radiating from the character- !
tics and habits of Mr. Caswell’s life
mn never die. :

i echos roll from soul to soul,
; And hv: forever and forever.”
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