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YOUR HONEY WILL SELL BETTER

lusnanrezo] | In Well Made [ EVER TOP TINS.
That do not Leak.

NOTrolEAKE L
e = WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM

Chown Bros. and Mulholland, Lid.
: THOMAS = STREET, ULTIMO, SYDNEY.
PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION, ’

Ma‘.ie MoneY! And let your Boys make Money
by getting Rabbit Skins. There is very little trouble but the
skinning if you know the right way to go about it. i

A tin of ‘‘Lightning Streak " Rabbit Poison will kill many hundreds
of rabbits.  All you have to do is to place small: pieces of the poison on twigs
‘or bits of earth where the rabbits abound. = The rabbit takes the pmsofl and
drops dead alougsida T  rice of a tin, equal in size to a 2 lb. Jam 'tin, is
. 1s. 6d. in Sydney, postage free, 2s, 3J Tlere is no other expense ‘in gett;mg
the rabbits. . Tt 1s' cheaper to use than Jam and Strychnine, and more effective.
It is so attractive that mo rabbit passes a baif, and so dsadly that a rabbit
often dies before it finishes the bait;, and the remainder of the bait kills another
Rabbit. .

Sayers, Allpor: Prop., _Ltd...‘

Y4 ©’Connell Stl't et, SYDNEY
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BEST WORKS. BEST WORKERS.

Root’s A. B. C. of Bee Culture; new edition, 0/4 “ A Modern Bee Farm,” 5/-; * Clook’s Manual
of the Apiary,” 5/9; “ Scientific Queen Reanug by Doolittle, latest edition, 4/10;  The Honey
Bee,” by Cowan, oflo'; ¢ Rational Beeleeping,” Dzierzon 4/~ ¢ Advanced Bee Culture,” new
estlon, 5/6; « Du. l\llller s 40 years among the bees,” 4/11; “Newman’s Bees and Heney,” 4/11;
“How to Keep Bees,” by A, B. Comstock, 5/6.  All hooks post free atabove prices. Aus.agent for
“Gleanings in Bee Culture”—the finest bee journal in existence twice a:-month and ‘only off)' per
annum, post free Send 2d. stamp of any denomination, for a sample copy, and see for yourself what

magmﬁcent journal it is.

Don’t Miss this special offer 33

{#Gleanings” for 12 months and the new * A.-B. C. of Bee Culture,” for] only 10 {post free
nearly 2,000 pages altogether.

ITALIAN QUEENS :=-Our queens have no supenors and we guarantee safe arrival and satis-
faction to all,  TLet us book your order now for coming season as we, can deliver as early as ou
wish.  Send for our 50 page Catalogne. It’s free.

M. L. JONES, Goodna, Queensland.

Yo COMB FOUNDATION.

SEEN 1T ?
o Guaranteed Pure Beeswax.
. Jhe j'earﬁ(ered & HKennel 7 to 8 sheets to the pound.

CANWORLD.” Per Ib,, 2/-; 101b,, 1/11; 20 Ibs., 1/10

: g , Section Foundation 2/6 per 1b.
@& Devoted to Poultry, Dogs, Pigeons,
“@anaries, Cage Birds, Domestic Pets, &e. Terms, Nett Cash.
Subscription, 6/ per annum,
Full Reports all Leading Shows. T
Specimen Copy forwarded’ to any address.

qulished by THE FANCIERS’ PUBLISHING CO., R . E U H N E,

161 CrARENCE STREET, SYDNEY. BEE ¢ARM, TOOBORAG, VIC.

{ONEY LABELS

ARE A SPECIALTY

AT THE

Bee Bulletin Jrinting Works,

WEST MAITLAND, N.S.W.
u'l.llIl'I-“!-'li!‘.l'.l"‘|"Il'II!"I'II"ll"il‘il"ll“\"
Having one of tne most complete Printing Plants outside Sydney we
are prepared to execute any description of Printing at
Reasonable Bates.
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The Farmer & Grazier

The Best Illustrated
" Farmers’ Journal in Australia, |
7s 6d PER ANNUM,

J. TWOMEY & CO,
76 Prrr STREET.
SYDNEY.

You cannot do better than get
your Printing done at the * Bee
Bulletin” Printing Office.
Labels a specialty.

Honey

TO BEEKEEPERS.

YOR HIGHEST PRICES and PROMPT
RETURNS CONSIGN YOUR HONEY,
WAX, Ete to

P. J. Moy & Co.,

161 SUSSEX-STREET,
"I SYDNEY. -

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

R. J B. KLINE, Guildford, SApprEg and
Harwrss Maxer, and Secretary of the
Western Australian Beesepers’ Association, is
Agent for the ““A. BEE BULLETIN,” and | is

| authorised to recelve Subseriptions and. Adver-

tisements for same.
B ‘TIPEER,
““A. Ber Buriemin.’

NOTICE.

HOULD any bsekeepor have a doubt of
the genuinvness of any honey rold in his
neighbourhood, send u sample 16 the Chairman

@ HONEY LABELS

Our facilities for doing all kinds of
Honey-label work in one or more

Boad of Heultl. Syduey, who  will cause it galons e vho herk g wolsEE
to be analysed, and  take procceecings if cheaply. ——e—, 2
necexsary. A: B. BULLETIN.
@8 Have you seen the last copy e
or mm ‘s “H 3 0
y iWiartin’s ~ Flome & I~ arm.

If not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY!

& SUBSCRIPTION Only 26 a year in N.S.W,

Other Colonies 8.

You Should Read ItT -

it is for every Farmer, Orchardist,

Gardener, Naize Grower, Dalryman.

Steck Breeder, Poulfrv Keeper, Bee Keeper, Gountry
and Suburban Resident.

== The Paper for every Farm and ew3ry Home throughout Auslralla,

“Home & Farm” Puhhshmg Coy., 161 Ciarence St., Sydney, N.S.W.
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The New Zealand Farmer,

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of the New |

. Zealand Agricultunist.

: induatrxes

_ proved modern lines ;
the  Suppression of Orchard Peqtq

1t keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’
damly requirements, enabling him to utilise a]l
modern advantages within his reach.

' The gubjects dealt with cover the whale field
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura. pur-

guits, and the legislation affecting these several
Tts columns  contain thoroughly
practical as well as scientific information upon

.all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the

Cultivation of Crops. Stock Breeding, and Man-

‘agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in

health and disease ; ¥ Dalry Methods upon im-
Fruit Growing, including

Poultry
Rearing, Special Industries, eto., ete , besides

“critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations

from every farming centre in the colony.
The ““New Zealand Farmer’’ is the only paper

~1n the colony wholly devoted to the interests of

- Farmers, Wool Growers; and Orchardists.

Subseription :
a.dvance, 108,
Send your Subseription throuo'h any btatloner

Per annum, 125 6d, posted in

. or direot to the

 PUBLISHING CFFIGE, Forz-s1., AUCKLAND

)

SCALE OF PRICES.

ADVERTISEMENTS

" HALF PAGE—Per Annum, £5.

Per Half Year £3.
Per Quarter, £.1 158,

O )
LE

i Q,UARTER PAGE-—Per Annum, £3.

Per Half Year, £1 16s.
Per Quarter, £1.

1

| ONB-BIGHTH PAGE_Per Annum, £1 155

Per Half Year, £1.
. Per Quarter, 123 :

1) )

) SINGLD INSERTIOIV—FJret Inch, 8s 6d.

Succeedmg, 2s 6d.

It you want anything in the way of

Printing or Bookbinding
send for prices and samples to |

EDWIN TIPPER,
West Maitland,

lThe Australian Pastorahst,

AND BREEDERS GAZEBETTH,.
l PUBLISHED MONTHLY.!
Price, 8s Per Annum.

ading Pastoral Im[hgenea.
Addrese Orders——

P.0., Woolloongabba,
BRISBANE, QUERNSLAND.

QUEENS.

. One, 3s; 3 s bd 8 £1,
Bred from Tmported Stoek.. ‘

“R. H. JERVIS,
Moss Vale.

AN INGUBATOR FREE.

We are giving’ away incubators absolutely
free of charge. to peuple in all States, to ad=
vertise our Lusiness,  Send us a post card and
we'll mail' you, particulars and a sample af
the best poultry paper printed. Write fo-
day, no humbug, but a genuine offer.

THE AUSTRALIAN HEWN,
BOX I, BANK CHAMBERS. HAYMARKET, N.S.W.

I‘ANCIFRS AND BREEDERS OF
POULTRY, DOGS, PIGEONS AND CAGE

BIRDS,
Should Read the

W A. Fanclers Journal

AND

Pra,chcal Poultry Keeper.

An Tlustrated Monthly

Journal.

end for Sample 'CGopy, Free. “&34 3
_Publisheéd at 17, Royal Arcade, Pelth, W.A

Printed and Published by H. Tipeer, Proprietor, High Street, West Maitland, N.S:W.
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The following is the list of advertisers
in our present issue, all of whom we would
recommend our readers to patronise:—

Supply=Dealers.
John Rush, Mentone, Victoria.

Queen Raisers.
W. Abram, Beecroft.
E. T. Penglase, Fernbank P. 0., Gipps
land, Victoria.
R. H. Jervis, Moss Vale.
W. Reid, Paupong, viaDalgety, N. 5. W.

Honey Tins.

Chown Bros. and Mullholland, Ttd.,
Thomas St., Ultimo, Sydney.

W. L. Davey, Fairfield, Victoria.

Misecellaneous.

W.J. & F. Barnes, 174 & 180 Albert
Street, Kast Melbourne.

H. L. Jones, Goodna, Queensland.
P. J. Moy & Co, 161 Sussex-st., Sydney
Prescott, Limited, 336 & 338 Bussex-st.
Sydney.
R. Beuhne, Tootoerae, Victoria.
. Sayers, Allport Prop., Iitd., 4 O’Connell
* Btreet, Sydney.

An excess of drones may be the result
¢f a queen too old.

“Now, Willie, why do hees swarm—
what is the cause of it?” ¢ O, simply
bee cause, guess.”

(Heanings says:—A Mr. Church is
erecting a mammoth mating tent to
mate bees in confinement.

Tt is said honey will graduate more
rapidly when exposed to full light than
when kept in a dark place.

Out of six samples of guaranteed pure
foundation supplied by an Austrian
Manufacturer only two were unadulter-
ated.

Introdueing queens by means of tobhacco
smoke seems to have heen fairly suecessful
by some persons. Those beekeepers who
do not smoke would ‘rather adopt some
other method.

Early raised spring queens are not
generally so good as those raised later
on, deficiency in quantity and quality in
drones at that time being gemnerally
a'tributed as the cause

Sarr v BeEswax.—The dmerdean Bee-
keeper advises the use of salt freely in
rendering beeswax. ‘‘ The resulting pro-
duct will be of much better colour than
where no salt is used in the process.”

Mr Simpson, a Moree beekeepsr, has
taken his apiary to Lake Macquarie.
Mrs. Simpson having leased Andersen’s
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boarding house, where they will be glad
to welcome any heekeepers. We wish
them every success.

A Missouri washer woman complained
that her neighbour’s bees ¢ walk on the
clean clothes on each wash-day with dirty
teet, and asks the courf to restrain the
bees from wandering on her wash-days.”

An extra hive with a dry comb or even
an enlighting board on the old stand, will
catch all returning bees when a hive is
shifted to a new stand, they will eluster
on it and can then be carried to the new
stand.

Fixpive 4 Queen.—Tf a black one,
have patience, A yellow or striped one
is an easier matter. If you are determin-
ed to find a dark one put a newspaper or
piece of white linen on the ground in
front of hive then shake all bees off each
frame on to same, and watch them as
they run into the hive.

A new uncapping machine which is
said to have proved a success. In
principle it is two rollers about 7 or §
inches in diameter, which turn at a rate
of 1,000 to 1,500 revolutions per minute.
Thousands of fine points on these rollers
pick the cappings off the combs as it
passes down between the rollers,

‘When one swarm comes out examine
the combs of other queen-cells, If no
more swarms are wanted destroy such, or
you can utilise them by giving them to a
frame of larvee of bees, put in a new
colony on the stand of a colony liked to
swarming the latter being removed to a
new place.

Recently at one of our apiaries we
found laying workers. Evidently the
queen had been lost, perhaps old age,
perhaps she had swarmed out. From
want of larvae they did not raise a new
queen, but a number of the workers de-
veloped to become laying workers, the
same being known by the drone shaped
caps or worker cells. We adopted the
following plan : Turned the hive right
round, and moved it a few feet to the

Ehe Nustralian Bee Bulletin,
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rear, got another hive and putin its place,
putting in it a frame with larvae and bees
from another hive, also a good ripe queen
cell.

It it is necessary to feed you may do it
in two ways. l.—Give a {frame of
honey from a hive that can spare if.
2.—Make a warm syrup of sugar or
honey with a little water. Take an
empty comb, lay it on a dish or tub, and
pour the syrup on to it from a height of
a foot or more. 'We have fed a lot this
way. In the day time go round the
hives, leave an empty frame space in
those which needed feeding. Then in
night time one would go round, lifting
covers up, while another would slip the
filled frame in the vacant space. To do
50 in the day time when no flow is on
causes robbing.

We read much of different ways of in-
troducing queens. We introduced five
lately. Picked out five hives with strong
swarms, placed them away, in their place
put five empty hives with combs with
starters, and a frame with larvae. Put
the queens to be introduced on top of
frame with cork out of candy so they
would be eat out. It was a fortnight
before we could get tolook atthem again.
‘When we did so each of the queens were
laying away in the combs. When the
original hive is removed all the bees as
they go out from it return to the old place,
and so populate the new hive. If this is
done with a hive preparing to swarm it
stays the swarming impulse.

SCOTLAND.

Our old friend Mr, J. F. Meiklejohn
writes :—1It is o wet day with us, and as
I am somewhat of a prisoner on that
account I will just write a line or two to
you, as I have made a start to fill up
some gaps in my correspondence.

Atugust was a somewhat wet month, but
September came in with real Colonial
weather. On two days here we had the
thermometer verging on 90 deg. in the
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shade, just rather high for a humid
atmosphere, such as we have in Britain.
However, we escaped liquifying and have
it cool again. The farmers are busy
" harvesting, and they could do very well
with a couple of weeks good drying
weather to enable them to get their crops
secured. I fear that the heather honey
harvest will not be very heavy, the recent
rains we have had spoils the heather, but
I have not heard of heather results yet.
- The white clover in the spring gave fair
vesults. I had one hive which produced
about 40lbs., very nice honey it was. I
sold some of the crop at 11d for 11b sec-
tions and I have been offered 1/- for as
much as I can produce, but unfortunately
T had none left to dispose of. I have had
_ too much swarming this season and con-
sequently my honey produce hasnot been
so good all round as I would have wished.
Instead of going to the West for our
holiday we went Hast, and spent a couple
of weeks in St. Andrews, a fine old his-
toric town, and enjoyed our holiday very
much. Yesterday, along with a pretty
~ large company of anglers from Dollar, I
went to visit Howietoun Trout Hatchery.
This is by far the largest thing of the
kind in Scotland. 'We saw the fish in all
stages, from the ova to fish 3 or 4 lbs.
weight. The manager very kindly ex-
plained to us the different processes of
_ handling the fish, to the dispatch, of fry
to all parts of Britain and some contin-
_ental countries, for the stacking of rivers
and lakes, He informed us that he had
sent some to New Zealand, Tasmania and
Australia, which had arrived in fine
order, so no doubt you may have des-
condants of Howietoun trout in Walla-
* hadah Creek at no distant date. In our
. drive we passed through the Battlefield
>of Bannockburn, where it is said a host
of Englishmen squatted for good. We
did not meet any people that we could
distinguish as heing descendants of these
ancient squatters. Probably, what was
. left of the southerners adopted the scotch
tongue, dress. and manners, aud their
.descendants thus lost their identity. Ster-
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ling and vacinity is very thickly eprinkled
withiispots where doughty deeds were
done’in olden times, and as we had some
living encyclopaedias from the famous
seat of learning, viz. Dollar, in our party
we were very amply entertained and
interested in our drive through Scottish
battlefields, and had a thoroughly enjoy-
able outing.

Well, we are in real good health and
have little to complain of. We trust you
are all well and doing well in your new
place.

CHEAP TELEPHONE.

A Mr. Dapton uses a cheaply construct-
ed telephone, using home-made ampli-
fying horns which increases the ordinary
hum of the apiary to the roar of a rail-
way train at a distance of 40 yards, Of
it he says in Beckespers Review:—As to
those horns and telephones, would say
that I have only a few make-shift in that
line. Yet they seem to answer the pur-
pose. One horn is an old retort I got at
a eucalyptus oil factory that was destroy-
ed by fire. It is about eight feet long
and four feet across at the large end and
eight inches at the small end. With the
small end extending into the extracting
house I can readily distinguish a swarm
that is too far away to be seen with the
eyes, simply by listening before it. The
swarm is detected from that of the other
flying bees by their peculiar roar. When
a swarm has been clustered on a bush,
and begins tc rise up to go to the wonds
I know what their intentions are just as
soon as the first few bees begin to leave
the cluster, and I suppose many apiarists
do. Then I have a small horn, Between
every two combs I uncapped I turned an .
ear to a horn.

Tn order to make sound travel over a
wire it is necessary to solder in a sound-
ing board or what would correspond to
the drum of the human ear. Plainly
described in acommon school physiology.
The wire is attached to the drum and
travels to another drum to which it is
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attached and the horn at the receiving
end prevents the sound from scattering
in all directions except to proceed out at
the open end. The horn I used on this
receiving end was a tomato can with one
end open. If I couldn’t get anything
better I should use an ordinary funnel.
Even that would increase the sound
several times. But then, if a person has
not an ear for music and has had some
practice, a cart load of horns may be of
no account where there is 200 or 300
colonies. Learn to tune a violin. “How
far from the apiary?” Well now, how
far away do you place your camera when
you take a picture and want the hives to
show as plainly as possible? That is
about it. A horn can take in about as
much horizon as a camera—hear about
as much as a camera can see.

LUCERNE.

This is an old acquaintance of ours.
Large areas of it are sown on the flats of
the Hunter River. If sown after floods
or wet seasons it does splendibly. We
have seen on the river banks after a
flood, the roots as long as 15 or 16 feet
into the earth. In the United States,
where it is known as alfalfa the evidence
as to its usefulness is very varied. In
years past it used to be sown with barley
the latter supporting it in its early stages.
Now farmers say it is better sown thickly
by its self, as the stalks grow thinner
and are more marketable than when sown
with other seed. Spring and Autumn is
the best time to sow it, in wet. seasons.
Should it show weakness in production
a good harrowing is very beneficial.
Farmers consider it should be cut just as
coming into bloom, as it is richer for hay
then, than later on, and the leaves did
not drop off as much than later on. To
the beekeeper this is very annoying, and
heautiful harvest of honey is on, when oh !
the mowing machine sweeps it all away !
Tiucerne honey is light in color, perhaps
the lightest we know of. Tt is also very
thin, and candies very quickly. When
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living in Maitland we had worked up a
trade for box honey, procured inland. On
one occasion we run out of such, and to
a regular customer sent some lucerne
honey. Strange, for several weeks that
customer did not call again. So we made
it our business to give a call at the house
to enquire why. Thereply came quickly :
¢“That houney you sent last the boys
don’t like it at all. It goes on and off the
table, and no one touches it. Lucerne
honey has its u-es however at show times
where light honey is an advantage, its
thinness is its fault. We found there
were interested people erowing they had
got prizes with such, and were indeed,
mystified about it till some one explained
it was easy to make it dense, by spreading
atray under glass, and let the sun evapor-
ate it. Till then we thought there was
no roguery in bheekeeping.

HONEY RECIPES.

Hoxey Seor Brickine.—Add lamp
black to inferior honey to such an extent

as will allow the mass to be well stirred. -

‘Warm until softened and put in boxes.
This preserves its gloss for a long time,
prevents cracking, and preserves and
softens the shoe leather.

Insomwta.— When troubled with sleep-
lessness, rise and take a spoonful or two
of honey, and sleep soon comes. For one
troubled with this trying affliction, a light

supper of bread, honey, and milk will be <

found soothing.

Hoxey Soar.—Take one pound common
soap and add rain water. Place the mix-
ture in a pan and boil till soap is dissolved.
Then add an ounce or two of honey, and
continue stirring until the water is evapo-
rated. Such a soap is excellent for the
complexion.,

Hoxey Viveear.—Take one part of
honey to four parts of water. - Expose to
heat by sun in open vessel, protected from
insects for about six weeks. The pro-
duet will be of great strength and of a

particula:ly fine flavour. :

?
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Mgzap. -Put two pounds of honey to a
allon of water, boil.it for half an hour,
add the peels of two lemons; work this
with veast. Let it stand in a vessel for
six months and then bottle.

Br. Colomban’s Honey-Cakes,

InereprenTs.—Three pounds of honey
3 pounds of flour, 1 ounce of powdered
ammonia, a small teaspoonful of groun
cinnamon, % teaspoonful of ground cloves
6 ounces of orange-peel cut very small,
and 4 ounces of sweet almonds cut
gmall.

Direcrions.— Pour the honey in a cop-
per or enameled pan, and set on a stove
or quick fire. When it boils draw it a-
gside and remove the scum (as honey boils
up very quickly, great care must be taken
not to let it boil over). Then pour the
honey into the vessel in which the paste
is to be made; leave it to cool, then add
flour and other ingredients except the
ammonia, which latter must not be added

until the flour and honey has been mixed*

up, and the paste has become quite
cold.

In preparing for use, place the ammonia
in a cup, pour a few drops of cold water,
and stir it well, so as to form a thick
paste, then mix it up with the rest. Then
take a piece of the paste, roll it out into
a cake not over L-inch thick and cut up
into convenient sizes as desired. This
done put the cakes on a flat tin (which
must he greased before hand) and bake
from 12 to 15 minutes in a hot oven.—
British Bee Journal.

WHAT OF THE HARVEST?

In England we have had a poor season
in every respect for the bee keeper. A
cold, cheerless spring, in which it was
impossible to get stocks up to the « boil-
ing-over’” point, even with the greatest
care and attention, along with constant
feeding. Then we had a fow days of
warm weather, followed by a chilly, dull,
and unsettled week. Then came a few
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days of sunshine and warmth which start-
ed swarming, followed by a cool, sun-
less, rainy week, in which the bees
scarcely gathered enough for their daily
wants. Indeed, stocks began killing off
the drones in my apiary, and thus com-
pletely shattered our hopes of any further
swarms in 1906. After a sunny day or
two the limes—our Jast hope—came into
bloom, and from present appearances
this hope seems destined to be spoilt (as
the early crop was) by want of warmth
and sunshine. It appears that in widely-
divided parts of England similar con-
ditions prevail, but this shortage of crop
will not, T suppose, influence prices. I
notice one advertiser in your paper offer-
ing new English honey cheap (evidently
to cateh the market) before he had honey
to supply customers with. 1 was, there-
fore, glad to see others called attention in
your columns to the injury done to the
craft by these rush-at-any-price bee-keep-
ers, who perhaps have a good income from
other sources, simply keeping a few hives
as a “hobby,” or may be, for the good
of the missionary cause.— British Bee
Journal.

APJARIAN EXPERIMENTS
CANADA.

Prof. H. R. Rowsome, Lecturer in
Apiculture, Ontario Agricultural College,
in his reports gives an account of three
experiments, none of which was a how-
ling success :

Sivmmons’ Pray ror PREVENTION oF

SWARMING,
which consists in keeping constantly un-
finished combs bhetween the brood nest
and the entrance, was tried with five
colonies. All five swarmed, although
there was a partial excuse in the fact
that it was a had season for swarming.
In speaking of the plan, Prof. Rowsome
says: “The inference is that a colony
(the queen being young) will not swarm
when the parent co ony can not be easily
protected against robbing, and a colony
can not be easily defended when there is

IN
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a large empty space at the entrance to
a hive, as is the case when the first four
or five frames contain starters merely and
not combs.”

Tre Townsennp SurEr-Praw,
having hoth sections and extracting-
combs in the same super, was tried with
separators over three hives, and without
separators over three others: ¢The
honey-flow was extremely good. Where
there was no separators some sections
wers not touched at all, the sections and
combs on either side of them being built
out into these sections. Those sections
that were built out unduly were appar-
ently nearly 24 inches thick in the middl
and were badly fille: at the edges. The
bees were very slow in working on the
sections, doing so only when they had
filled the extracting-combs.”’—‘“‘American
Bee Journal.”

. A LITTLE OF ANCIENT HISTORY.

“In the latter half of the 11th and the
first part of the 12th century, there lived
a master of word and deed, whose sanctity
science and eloquence gave hiw, over
England and France, an unbounded pres-
tige, of which he made use for protecting
the poor and restraining the tyranny of
the great. At his death, those two
countries mourned him as their Apostle
and Doctor, as the master of kings and
the defender of the oppressed. Hisname
was Vital de Mortain, He and his com-
panions had a great love for hees ard
honey, the latter being to him a symboli-
cal food, as he spent a part of his life in
preaching a religiousfellowship of warriors
called the Crusades, for the rescue of the
Holy Land (the Seriptural land where
floweth milk and honey) from the hands
of the Turks. His ordinary simple diet,
which he did not change during his apos-
tolic labours, is thus deseribed by  his
biographer :—

‘Culcitra stramen erat; vinum, fons;
herba, legumen ;

Pisces, lac et mel; panis, avena rudis.’

‘Which means:—*¢ Iie slept on straw ;
his wine was drawn from the fountain ;
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crude herbs were his only vegetables
milk and honey served him instead of
fishes; and his bread was made of oat-
meal.”’”  “In 1096, ata general meeting
of the monks over whom he presided,
their modest refection was composed only
of apples, blackberries, hazelnuts and
some honey-comb. Bread would have
fitted in very well, adds the chronicler,
but there was noné to be had in their
forests.”’

“ Having founded a congregation of
monks, Vital established more than thirty
monasteries throughout England, Scotland
and Irveland, and his desciples, carrying
with them the predilection for beos and
honey which characterised "their master,
came in the year 1134 to Buckfast Abbey,
not to find it, as it already existed long
before, but to infuse into it a new life,
The bust of Vital may still be seen here
in an old tower, thus encouraging the
bee-keepers of to-day to love the busy bee
as he did of yore.” —Trish Bee Journal.

A Pony Killed by Bees.

A rather alarming incident occursd at
Colton Hall near Rugeley, resulting in
the death of a valuable pony and the seri-
ous illness of a young lady name Bloer.
Miss Bloer, who is keenly interested in
bee-keeping, was conveying a hive con-
taining bees from her fathers’ residence
Colton Hall, to Rugeley, and in crossing
a field near to the Bull and Spectacles
close to home, the wheel got into a rut
and upset the hive. The bees immediately
excited, began to fly out and Miss Bloer
with heroic courage, jumped out of the
trap and unfastened the harness as well
as she could. Meanwhile, the bees were
swarming over the animal, and the lady
herself was severely stung on the hands
neck, and face, so much so that she had
to leave the last trace and run away.
The poor beast made frantic efforts
to release itself, and eventually succeeded
and maddened to a degree rushed across
the field. = Tts sagacity was demonstrated
by the fact that it jumped into a pit to
rid itself of the pests. On the arrival of
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the veterinary surgeon, the pony was
frantic with pain. There was hardly room
to put the point of the finger on a spot
which was not stung.  Ammoniated
water was brought, the animal secured

and bathed, but it was in such a state.

that it went mad, and finally succumbed
from shock and stings. Miss Bloer is
seriously ill, butit is expected that she
will be better in the course of a few
days.— ” Sheffield Daily Telegraph.

JAPAN.

An English beekeeper reports in the
“British Bee Journal’” as follows about
the beekeeping pursuit: —Honey is in
Japan as medicine. The most common
hive used is a square box of a cubic foot
with a hinged door at the back. When
honey is wanted, the combs are cut out,
maghed (brood and all) and squeezed out.
Little wax is produced, though much
vegetable wax is used in the arts and
mechanics. The native bees in Japan
are smaller than the European bees, and
do not readily take to our comb founda-
tion.

After two years of experience the writer
has concluded that it is cheaper to huy
his honey than to raise it, as the bees do
not store honey to the extent they do in
western countries.
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BEEKEEPING IN CUBA.

Black bees were introduced into Cuba
from Florida in 1774; Italians only z.-
cently. The latest available statistics
(1902) give over 82,000 colonies of bhees
on the island; this number has probably
been largely increased in the last three
years. The exports of honey and wax in
1¢04 were valued at more than $1,100,000

More than 80 per cent of the bees in
Cuba are in log-gums or in corchas.
Corchas are simply rough boxes about a
foot square and 4 feetlong, without ends,
The honey is gathered by cutting it out
in chunks from the open ends of the box-
es. Sometimes the comb is built out so
that it protrudes from the box and is
completely in the open air.

We take the following from § the
British  Bee Jowrnal.—We hope Mz,
Cooper, loeal hon. sec. of the Hants and
Isle of WightB. K. A., will forgive us
for saying that he will have something
to answer for if correctly reported as
having ‘“estimated that quite half the
bees kept in the Isle of Wight are now
dead” ! Also that the disease “had not
yet appeared on the mainland,”” or that
“ it it got a footing there it would probably
mean the ruin of the bee-industry so far
as England is concerned.”

ANNOUNECEMENT.
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BEEKEEPERS WANTING HONEY TINS! ! !
B BEEKEEPERS WANTING TO SELL HONEY !

From Yellow Box, Red Gum, Ironbark, Ete, Please Communicate with
me at my New Address—

W. la. BDAVEY,

‘idllanbee,’”’ Thoresby Grove, I[vanhoe,

PR T A T T R T T T T P T

BEESWAX BOUGH'T.

Vic,
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PRICES OF HONEY.

Melbowrne Australasian. — Honey —
Prime honey is in moderate demand at
3d., choice extracted fetching 33d. Cloudy,
dark, and inferior is dull at down to 2d.
Beeswax is quoted at 1/2 to 1/3.

Melbowrne Leader. — Hoxuy, — Prime
clear honey is selling at 3d., a fraction
more being wanted for extra prime.
Medium to good grade is on offer at from
23d upwards. Beeswax —Prime clear
wax is inquired for at 1/3; medium lots,
more or less discoloured, selling at from
1/- upwards.

8. M. Herald.—Honey, 60lb tins,
choice extracted 8d to 33d, good 23d,
inferior 2d per 1b. Beeswax—Dark 1/13,
prime 1/2.

Maitland Mercury.—-Honey, 2d to 24d.
~per lb. Small tins 2/3 to 2/6.

Supplies are more than sufficient for require
ments and the market is dull sales being difficult
to make. Choice quality 3d. to 33d.  Medium
lines from 24d. Dark and strong flavored lots
from 2d.

BEESWAX,—

There is an unlimited market for
quality from 1/1 to 1/2 per lb.

choice

AT LGSR AT

PRESCOTT LIMITED.

COMMISSION AGENTS

336 & 338 SUSSEX STREET
SYDNEY.

For all you want in the way of

PRINTING!

Try the
« fustralian Bee Bullefin” Printing Works,
West Maitland, N. S. W,

Bee Bulletin, Ocr. 29 1906

S F. & D.

(STATION, FARM AND DAIRY.)

Practical Agricultural Journal.

Official Organ of the Chamber of Agriculture

SUBSCRIPTION, 5s. PER ANNUM.

12, SPRING STREET, SYDNEY,
Opposite A.M.P. Society.

Queensland’s ONLY Poultry Paper. —E
—TEmE—:

‘PNoultry Guide’

\\Fﬁ'

Published ist of Each Month.

267 WICKAM STREET,
VALLEY, BRISBANE.
ﬁﬁ%_’p-—
SUBSERIPION, 2/6 Per Annum.
ACVERTISEMENT, 2/- PER INCH

NEW SHIPMENT
ROOT’S AMERICAN - - -

BEEKEEPERY SUPPLIES.

HOFFMAN & STAPLE SPACED FRAMES,
WITH ENDS BORED FOR WIRE,

HONEY TINS. HONEY EXTRACTORS
INCUBATORS, ENTERPRISE GRIT MILLS
S Write for Price Tist. 2857

JOHN RUSH,

MENTONE, VICTORIA
Also at 407 Collins-st., Melbourne.
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SECTION HONEY AND NO
INCREASE.

“What are bait sections ¥’ They are
b sections partly or nearly filled with comb,
left over from the season previous—such
as did mnot have the honey in them
sufficiently completed so that they were
salable. Practical beekeepers use from
two to twelve of these sections in the first
super put on the hive at the commence-
ment of the honey season, as they euntice
the hees in the super at once, with the
first honey, as there is now in such pre-
pared supers a place for the immediate
storage of honey, and the bees will take
advantage of these open cells and fill them
with honey before they would draw out
any comb foundation, and much sooner
than they would build comb ; and in this
early entering of the sections comes the
desire to draw the foundation in the other
sections, so that the bees are fully at work
in the whole super almost before they
know it, and from this desire to fill the
whole super the swarming fever does not
come on nearly so quickly as it otherwise
would ; while if more super room is added
as fast as required the colony may not
think of swarming during the whole
season.”

But these baits will not prevent swarm-
ing entirely. *The main object of the,
baits is to coax the bees early into the,
scctions, thereby delaying preparations’
for swarming for a week or two, this]
giving you a better chance for profit from
your bees, and working for no increase}
at a time when it will be more surely;
successful, and the least damage to your|
cropof surplus honey.” About seven days
before you expect your honey harvest to
commence in good earnest you will go to;
each hive, taking with you a queen-cage;
made of wire cloth; hunt out the queen!
and put her in this cage, after which you:
will Ieok over the combs in the hives for}
queen-cells; and if you find any with!
larvee in them, or any which are sealed,
you will cut them off, so that no young
queen shall emerge from her cell in that
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She is to be left in the cage ten days, or
till all the larvee and eggs which are in
the hive when the queen is caged shall
have become sealed over; for I find that
when any colony goes without a layin
queen long enough so that all the
brood is sealed over, such a colony
loses its desire for swarming, with the
cutting of all queen-cells and the liberat-
ing of the queen. And where any queen
cells with larvee in them, or any such
cells which are sealed over are in the hive
at the time of the caging of the queen,
they are liable to emorge from their cells
before we are ready to let the queen out,
and thus our work is thwarted. We keep
the cage while the queen is in it. By
looking the frames of comb over which
are in the hive you will be likely to find
one or more which do not have the comb
built down the bottom-bar of the frame
the whole length. Taking advantage of
such places I slip the cage with the queen
between the comb and the bottom-bar,
where it is held securely till T wish to let
out the queen.” ‘What about food for
the queen ? ““The bees will take care of
that unless you allow young queens to
emerge from their cells, in which ecase
they might neglect her and leave her to
¢ At the end of ten days from
the time of the caging of the queen the
hive is opened and all queen-cells are cut
off the combs. That you may not miss
any, it is always best to shake the bees
off the combs; for unless you do, one or
more cells aro usually so covered by the
bees that they are not seen; and the
leaving of one or more cells would work
the spoiling of the plan by the heesswarm-
ing.” Of late years I have found it better
both as to freedom from stings and in
preventing the bees from piling up on the
unshaken frames still in the hive, to take
an empty hive with me, or, what is still
better, an empty box made of half-inch
stuff, so as to be very light, the same
being made to hold one frame more than
the hive will, so that there need be mno
crowding in putting the frames in. I
have three or four of these boxes, and
find them very handy indeed in all work
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when handling frames, setting the combs
in such a box instead of standing them
about the hive with one end resting on
the ground, as I have seen many bee-
keepers do, and as I used to do myself,
Having the box with me I take the frames
out of the hive, and place themin regular
order in this hox till I coms to the last
one, when it is shalken in front of the en-
trance to the hive and carefully looked
over for queen-cells, which are cut off if
any are found, and the frame put back
in place in its hive. The one which went
next to it is now taken from the box, the
hees shaken from it as with the other,
cells cut off, and so on until all are back
- in the hive. In this way the bess are all
practically out of your way; you do not
have them piling up on top of the frames,
and, still better, there is not a lot of them
all over the rabbits where the frames
rest, to kill in replacing the frames, or in
closing the hive, as in the old ways of
shaking ; and as no bees are killed, the
colony is not specially irritated, and few
or no stings received.”” ¢ When youcome
to the frame the queen is caged in, shake
it the same as the others, for she will not
be hurt now that she is not laying; and
as soon as you have the queen-ceils which
may be on that frame cut off, remove the
cage and set the frame in the hive. Now
remove the cork from the cage and hold
the open end of the cage near the entrance
where the bees are runningin with fanning
wings, when the queen will leave jfhe
cage and run into the hive with the bees
the same as does any queen when a swarm
is being hived.” You will see those bees
go to work with a will, carrying into the
sections all honey which ~may have
accumulated in the cells from which the
bees have emerged during the last ten
days, so that the queen may have room
to lay without any further idea of swarm-
ing, unless the season should be long
drawn out.”

“Bus1 shall lose ten days in bees, shall
I not, as no eggs were laid while the
queen was caged ? "

“Yes; and this might be against the
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plan where the honey harvest is omne
which continues without icterruption
throughout the whole season ; but in any
section where only one or two or three
sets of bloom, like clover, basswood, and
bhuckwheat give the surplus honey, then
the stopping of the queen from laying
during this period of ten days is a blessing
rather than a curse, as the bees from such
egos would come affer the harvest was
past, hence would become consumers in- -
stead of producers.”—Doolitile in Glean-
nRgs.

BEE-HUNTING.
How to get Bees and Honey out of Bee-trees
without Cutting or Mutilaling the T'ree ;
How to get Bees out of Dawellings. 3
BY RALPH P. FISHER, in Gleanings.

Bees are found in various places, in
various ways, in swamps or mountains
alike, being either high or low as circum-
stances compel, the conditions causing the
amount of trouble forthcoming in their
extractions and capture. Then, again,
they may be in rocks, or lodged in a chim-
ney, but invariably they will be found in
a tree; and if it is a large swarm, with
evidences of a large quantity of honey,
the hunter’s foremost desire is how to
secure them with the least work and loss
of time. Therefore, consider the case of
five bee-trees having heen located the fall
before, and in the following spring upon
examination each one is found to be worth
the taking. Granted the hunter has bees
at home in some kind of movable-frame
hive, and that he is entively familiar with
every condition surrounding each location
ke is ready to prepare the hives.

From a hive previously worked for the
purpose, take all the frames and divide
bees and brood in five parts as nearly
equal as possible, placing each part in a
hive and filling the vacant space with full
sheets of foundation or combs ready built,
and then after introducing an Ifalian
queen to each nucleus so made you may
proceed to the trees. Ttis best to arrange
the work so that if can be dome in ome
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‘day, which is generally possible.
Take with you all the necessary tools,
etc., so that progress may not be hindered

.in substifuting articles accidently left at

“home. Some necessities are the nucleus,

} lumber for platforms, porter bee-escapes
for each hole; nails, hatchet, saw, hand-
lines, a good smoker—in fact, any little
thing the mind of the hunter can imagine.

b The helper is needed, either sex; and
after getting a position near the entrance

¥ to the wild-bee hive, adjust the escape so
that all bees ingide must pass out not to
return. [hen construct the platform so
that, when the nucleus hive is set thereon
the entrance of it will face and be next to

y the exit of the escape. Now blow a blast
or two of smoke in both entrances, and
2o on to the next tree, the whole operation
not taking half an hour.

°  Haying finished up the five trees and
returned home, nothing remains to be
done but to wait and consider, noting the
progress at each tree. Tmagine two

* queens laying for the building-up of one
strong colony. Can anybody expect less

*ihan a very strong working force ? After
five or six weeks have elapsed it is time
to be up and doing, for the queen in the
tree has been through laying for twelve
or fifteen days, there being an insufficient
number of bees to care for the larve, as
all the young bees have joined the colony
on the outside.

Therefore, fire up the smoker, throw in

& small handful of sulphur, pull off the
escape, and apply the fumes vigorously

~ through the hole, changing the air inside
leaving a dainty harvest for your swarm
on the outside to rob out, which they will
surely do in less than ten days. In fumi-

F gating, possibly it would be well to pune-
ture the tree a tims or two, near the top

‘bf the eavity, with an inch auger, and to
add a super of sections or extracting
combs if the same hasn’t been dome
previously.

After the robbing has coased it 18 time

»to take them home, which is more or less
hard work. However, every thing is
gecomplished in a short time ; and when
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fall comes around again one can hardly
comprehend the little labor and time these
trifling operations cost him,

But circumstances alter cases, and in
the beginning one should become assured
each colony so found fully warrants the
undertaking, as it is known that some bes
trees never are strong in either bees or
honey. Therefore consider well; and if
1t is decided the contents of the trees are
worth the gathering, use this method and
T'm sure pleasure and profit will crown
your efforts,

To conclude, I will state that one
swarm so taken and placed on a stand at
home on the 10th of last July stored wup
almost forty Danzenbaker frames of honey
new and old, there being some frames not
perfectly filled, although the results as a
whole were perfectly satisfactory.-—Great
Meadows, N. J. 3

How to close Hive Entrances.

An unique way of closing hive entrances
has been invented by Mr. E. R. Jones, of
Texas. It isthe cheapest and quickest
that I have ever seen or ‘heard of,  Or-
dinary wire cloth is cut twice the width
of the entrance to be closed, and exactly
the inside width of the same. For the
standard § entrance the strip would be
3 mch wide, and for the + inch entrance
14 inches. The strips are bentinto shall-
ow troughs by placing them lengthwise
between two straight-edged boards, and
letting half their width extend out, to be
bent down by the use of another board.

On closing the entrance simply lay one
of these strips down on the hottom
board with its curved ‘“‘back” in the en-
trance, and by means of a piece of section
box push it info place about half-way
under the end of the hive. This finishes
the job. The strips are eagily pushed
in but not out. The sharp projection of
the cross wires of the strips will “stick”
into the wood above and below, and form
a “truss’ in such a way that the more
pressure is put behindit the firmer the
grip will be in the wood, it taking quite
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a pull to remove them when releasing the
bees. The point of a pocket lknife is in-
serted at one end, and then prized out,
and the screen is caught by the thumb
and fingers, and pulled out by a hard,
quick jerk. There is no danger of these
entrance closers being pushed in or torn
out en route, as they are completely
hidden out of the way. Mr. Jones has
shipped bees closed in this way in a car
several hundred of miles, without any
trouble. Care should be taken not fo get
the strips too wide, or the ‘““teeth” will
not stick into the wood. They are simple
and inexpensive, requiring but little wire
cloth, and no strips of lath and nails; be-
gides, the fime required in the prepara-
tion of many of the entrance closers now
in use.—Eztract.

INTERNAL TEMPERATURE OF
HIVES.

Doolittle says in  dmerician Bee
Journal :  The question is, “How
many degrees of temperature is
there in a bee-hive, in the brood
nest, or above the brood-nest?”” T found
that, with my self-rogistering spirit ther-
mometer, it was very easy to get the high-
est temperature ever obtained in the
brood-nest; but not so easy to ascertain
the very lowest. From repeated trials
during several years, I find that 98 deg-
rees is the greatest heat that is ever
allowed by the bees while rearing brood
unless the oulside temperature is so hot
that the bees are all driven out from the
hive, which is never the case in this local-
ity. And this was proven by an experi-
ment condueted on a day in which the
mercury rose to 97 degrees in the shade,
and 130 degrees in the sun, with the
hives all standing in the sun. Just how
1t was possible for thebees to keep the
temperature down to the brood-rearing
point is something T can only guess af;
but I krow that they did it. My guess
is, that it was done through their ventil- |
ating the hive from the entrance, with |
fanning wings, and the evaporation or
making of moisture through “boﬂingﬁ
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down” thin nectar or water or hoth,
which was brought in. 1 hardly think it
could have been done by ventilation alone
for on a day when the air outside is .
within one degree of the limit of heat in-
side, with the sun pouring right down on
the hive, it seems hardly possible that
such a thing could he done:

A Simple and Reliable Plan for
Making Increase.

Having put the horse in the farmer’s
barn I now proceed to place nine of the
reserved bottom-boards, and as many
covers on as many unoccupied stands,
when I go to the hive having the hrood
from the best breeding queen that had
the queen-cells with the little larves in -
them at the last visit, and, upon examin-
ation, I very luckily find that six of the
ten combs have one or more fine, nearly
ripe, cells on them. From one frame
having four cells on, and two others hav-
ing five, I cut two cells from eash, and
“ graft” them into three of the frames
having none, putting the frames back in
place again. I now take one of the
frames having queen cells on it, together
with the bees on the same, and carry it
to one of the hives having the tiered-up
brood, taking from this a frame (bees
and all) and putting the one with the.
cells in its place. In all this work with -
tiered up brood, when changing the same
from one hive to another I do not disturb
the bees on them, asbees above a queen-
excluder are, to all intents and purposes,
queenless, so make no trouble by putting
them in different hives. It is bestgener-
ally to put the frame having queen-cells
on it near the center of the hive, as this
seems to give the better results.

Having the frame with queen-cells in
the hive, I next take the frame of brood
and go back to the hive having the cells
when it is put in the place left vacant
there. In this way I keep on until the
five colonies having upper stories of
brood have a frame with queen-cells on .
it from the best breeder. %
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j : I now take off these five prepared

“ upper stories, setting each on one of the
bottom-boards previously placed where

. they are to stand, putting on the covers

" and adjusting the entrance to about three
inches in length. The setting-off ofthese
hives paves the way for using the other
four frames having jueen-cells on them
in four more hives of brood, following the
same plan in treating them which was
used with the five now fixed on new
stands, for the making of that many new
colonies, so I have nine more colonies
than I did when T entered the apiary an
hour or so before. As the brood in these
combs 1s all sealed now, and the bees on
them are mnearly all young bees, with
more emerging every minute, there will
be no setback to this colony from the
bees returning to the colony they came
from, as is generally the case with the
most of the ways used in making colonies
by the  set off’” plan. And this is the
best, quickest, and easiest way of making
colonies with which T am familiar; and
this T say after using it for more than ten
years, and after having tried nearly all
the plans given by others.

If for any reason I wish a greater num-
ber of colonies that can be made as here
given, and wish them for the purpose of
taking care of beeless brood, I make as
many as I think T shall need, during my
third visit to the apiary, in the following
manner: 1 take two frames of emerging
brood from the colonies having eight
frames, and, instead of giving them to
the colonies having the six combs of
brood, I put them in a hive, after having
brushed the bees off, together with two
or three of the reserved combs—one, at
least, of which should contain honey.
The space left vacant where the brood
was taken from, in the strong colony, is
filled with two combs from the reserve
pile, thus giving the queen in this colony
room for more eggs. I now go to
another of the stronger colonies and put
a queen-excluder on it for the time being
when this prepared hive, having the two
combs of emerging brood, is sst thereon,
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where it iz allowed to remain two or
three hours, during which time the young
hees come up from below sufficient to care
for the combs and brosd, atter which it
is placed on the stand I wish it to occupy,
A qneen-cell will answer, but the laying
queen is much better.

By the way, full colonies can be made
in this way at almost any time of the year
when there is plenty of emerging brood
by taking two combs of such brood from
three or four strong colonies and adding
to these frames of honey. I have made
such with perfeet success using six combs
of brood and four of honey. It is so
easy—no hunting of queen nor any thing
of the kind; and the best part of the
wholeis, enongh of theyoung bees always
stay to make it a success. Neo need of
natural gwarming for increase when we
can wake as many colonies as we desire
in such a simple, easy way.-~Doolittle in
Gleanings.

A RATTLER AMONG THE BEE-
HIVES.

Yesterday, while doing some work
with the bees, I suddenly came upon a
rattlesnake at close quarters. I had just
finished looking over a hive and started
for the next in the row when I caught
sight of him coming out between two
hives. He evidently saw me at the same
time, and doubled back, and crawled
under a hive. My hives were on stands
raised a little from the ground by little
stones, and there was room for him to
crawl under. With a pair of pliers I
fixed a stout hook to the end of a lath,
and with a ‘ big stick” close at hand
commenced fishing for my wvisitor. T
could get the hook over him, but he
managed to squirm away so that I could
not pull him out. After working about
half an hour I gave him up and con-
cluded T would have to move the hive to
get at him.

The bees were very much stirred up
by the racket and poured out and covered
me all over and followed the stick under
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the hive, and evidently were making it
as hot for the snake as they were for me
for he would leave the corner where he
was coiled up, and run around as though
it was a very uncomfortable place. My
hives are 2-story and quite heavy, and I
had to go to the honey-house to get a tool
to pry them apart, and when I did get
them off of the hottom-hoard and turned
over—there was no snake there—1 was
about as much surprised as when I first
saw him.

The apiary is at the foot of a hill and
the sage-brush comes down to within
a few feet of the hives, and I hunted the
round over thoroughly, but no snake
could T find, and T had about concluded
that T had lost him, Still, T was not
satisfied, and didn’t like the thought that
I might come upon him at any time when
he was coiled, and might strike me in an
mstant. So I went to probing under the
other hives with the hoolk, and after feel-
ing under 3 or 4, I had the pleasure of
getting hold of him again; and worrying
him a little more he crawled out at the
opposite side, and I got in my work with
the *“ big stick.”  He measured 3 feet
and 4 inches, and had 9 rattles. Ikill
one or more every summer, and have
Kkilled larger ones, but this was the first
one I ever found among the bee-hives.
American Fee Journal.

ABOUT SECTIONS.
From British Bee Journal.

In seraping sections I prefer an ordinary
table Lnife, fairly sharp. Run this
smartly over each successive side, hand-
ling as little as possible. Be sure you
remove every particle of brace-comb and
propolis, and be careful nct to leave any
thumb-marks on the wood. I don't like
sand-papering, as some of the powdery
dust generated is almost certain to taing
the honey. Have a basin of clean cold
water and towel near at hand, and use
them frequently. In grading sections as
they are being scraped, the eye-—aided
by the hand—is gradually educated to
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consign only those weighing 16 oz., and
with good finish and even sealing, to the
pile where first-grade honey is placed.
As a rule only these should be offered en
the market.

Unfinished sections shouid be returned
to the hives early in the season for com-
pletion, and it is best to reburn them when
they make up an entire rack, to the
strongest colonies. At the end of the
season all of this class should be cleared
of honey, either by the extractor or the
bees, then earetully wrapped up and well
preserved for bait sections the following
yoar. All racks used early in the season
have one or two of these placed in the
centre to tempt bees up into supers.

Light-weight sections weighing under
154 ez. should bhe placed aside as second
class, and to them should be added any
with broken sealing, from whatever cauge
any with rough irregular surface, or any
otherwise defective. All these should be
used at home, given as presents to friends,
orseld locally at a reduced figure. Second
grade sections placed in that category,
either from want of finish or weight,
should never be mixed with first grade.

The art of packing sections is easily
acquired. As ovders come in, secure
grocers’ empties, and select according to
size of vrder. Place five or six sections
gide by side, first covering them with
waxed paper. Pack in brown paper
parcel, tying it lengthwise very tightly
with fairly strong twine, so that it assumes
the form of a solid brick. Thus packed,
they come out on the grocer’s counter
fresh as when they came off the hive—
an utter necessity if we are to male a full
success of comb-honey. After sections
have stood in the storing crates for some
time, place them in awarm, dry cupboard
protected from dust and damp. A press
near the kitchen five suits best, as it will
be waim and dry there.

Too many sections should not be given
to & colony at one time. A strong colony
makes the best finish and yields the finest
sections, every one full weight. A good
flow aids, also a high temperature, and



Ocr. 29, 1906.

rapid storing. A swarm makes the finest
finigh. and, as a rule, the finest grade of
sections. Black bees finish off comb
honey most perfectly, and their capping
especially 1s the finest. (Glazing sections
is a costly and tedious job, but for those
with the time and patience it may pay
where there is a demand for a gilt-edged
article, For the large grocer who handles
extensively, the trouble is, however,
thrown away. Something neat, cheap,
and effective is all he desires, and this is
found in the sheets of waxed paper cuf
to size required.

CAPPINGS.

To destroy ants, a French hee-keeper
says—Take a common flower-pot, holding
perhaps hafa gallon. Plug the bottom
and smear the inside with any sweet
gubstance that ants are known to like.
Invert the pot on the ant-hill; when the
ants have swarmed up the sides of the
pot, dip it in hot water.

A writer in a French journal suggested a
fow months ago, that in handling queens
or cages confaining queens the hands
should be rubbed over thoroughly with
beeswax, as that will prevent any odor
from the hand adheriug tothe cage. He
savs there is something about beeswax
that attracts a bee’s attention very strong-
ly, and seems to deprive the bee of its
bad temper.

In rogard to how T would have bee-
keepers keep more bees. I would not do
it by increasing the number of beekeepers
but by inereasing the number of colonies
now kept by those already in the busin-
eas, 1 am working to increase the pros-
perity of the existing bee keepers, instead
of adding to their numbers. If a man
feals that bee keeping is his calling, he
will be welcomed into our ranks, but I
never believed in hurrahing inevery Tom
. Dick and Harry. By so doing we often do
a wrong to all concerned. — Garden & Field,
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An Hnglish writer says:—“1In reality
bees clean their antenne on the special
apparatus of the nearest fore leg. But
as to the tongue, it is generally cleaned
I think, by the feet and the portion of
the fore leg which is below the comb-
joint. The attitude of the bee as she
rests on her hind legs during the oper-
ation is very comical, and gives her the
appearance of laying on the trombone.

The first sympton of the swarming im-
pulse is the production of drome-brood.
‘the second is the starting of cell-cups.
The factors which induce swarming are
& crowded condition of the hive, high
temperature, bad air in the supers due
to lack of ventilation. To prevent swarm-
ing, put wedges between the bottom-hoard
and the hive, giving a large entrance;
use a Longstioth hive, and a good queen
will fill it just as well as she will an 8 —
frame brood-chamber. Use at leagt two
supers on each hive, soas to get a hive
capacity in proportion to *the production
of beer and honey.

In the Progresitve Beckeeper a certain
writer is strongly eriticised. It says :—
¢ His articles also contain a vague intim-
ation that there is still left back some
weighty matter that is too deep for the
average beekeeper to comprehend, and
therefore the more important part is left
unsaid and unwritten. He has a way of
soaring high above us, of the Ilaity,
breathing a more knowledge-giving and
brain-invigorating atmosphere, and look-
ing down on us with a feeling of pity,
mingled with contempt. T helieve it is
well for such men to be called down
occasionally and made to see and under-
stand that the rest of humanity is not so
ignorant that they ecannot see the egotism
of a high-flyer.”

It was futile to compare America with
Eogland in the matter of apiculture. In
England they worled on entirely different
lines. The B. B. K. A was started with
the object of improving the cottager class;
there was no suggestion that they should
become large bee-keepers, but only that
they should take advantage of the pursuit
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as an adjunet to their ordinary oceupation,
In America the sole object was a commer-
cial one, namely, the sale of honey. The
size of frames there was to a certain ex-
tent immaterial, because the bee-master
ordered his frames in thousands at a time
o that the maker could supply him at a
cheap rate. Butin this country the manu-
facturer could notjalter his machinery to
suit an order for 20 or 30 hives; it would
not be worth his while. Without astan-
dard frame beekeeping in England would
be more expensive than it was at present.
In Switverland and France the disadvau-
tage of being without some such agree-
ment had been largely felt, and efforts
were now being made to secure uniform-
ity in hives.

The shade around an apiary is low
down, and very dense, so that the rays of
the early summer sun are entirely inter-
cepted, there may be a short delay in the
awakening of the bees, and they may
lose a little time in the early morning
hours by the existenceof this thick shade
which delays the arrival of daylight.
But if the shade is overhead, and the
morning sun’s rays are not altogethel
intercepted, there is no loss in the ex-
istence of that shade. I do not know
but that even a slight delay to the bees
may be beneficial, for it will prevent
them from starting out when the weather
is still cool. With a very early start
some of the bees may find themselves
chilled, and may perish or become so
numbed that they are compelled to alight
and remain inactive until the sun warms
them, So, after all, even a little delay
may be beneficial. There are some ad-
vantages to shade which certainly help
make up for the possible disadvantege.
There is less suffering from the heat “of
the sun during the hot part of the day,
the bees are less likely to hang out, and
the hive is less likely to become Warped
or to check under the sun’s rays.

Waoz Secretion.—Dr. 0. Krancher has
an interesting and instructive articls on
wax secretien in Deutsche [llusirierte
Bienenzeitung, in which he explains the
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way it is produced. The wax scales, as
very bee-keeper knows, are produced on
the four ventral plates of the bes. On
these plates there are two transparentsur-
faces, irregular, pantagonal in shape, and
these are covered by the segment imme-
diately above them. Thelower part of the
ring, which overlaps the plates, is of hard
chitine,* and the smooth surfaces are
slightly sunk. It is onthesesunkmoulds
that the wax scales are formed. If a
longitudinal section is made through one
of these plates a mieroscopical examina-
tion will show the secreting glands atthe
back ofthe transparentmembrane. These
consist of six-sided cells containing
granules and a clearly apparent nucleus .
It ig of special interest to observe that it
isduring the summer when comb-building ¢
is at its height that these glands afttain -
their greatest development The more
active tho bees arein comb-building,
the larger are the secreting glandsand the
more fully developed are the canals throug
which ‘hesecretion flows. Whenthe beos 4
cease comb-huilding, which generally hap-
pens when they are three or four weeks
old, or areflying and gathering thesecret-
ing glands gradually shrink, and are no
loﬂgel of any uge. It is, therefore. evid-
ent that young bees, when their glands
have their fullest development are mec-
essary for comb-production. The micros-
cope also shows that the outer skin of 4
the transparent surface hag minute pores
through which the secretion in the canalsy
of the glands passes. The wax is prod-
uced in minute particles through these
pores, the pressure of the upper plate
causing the particles to unite and on ex-
posure to the air the wax solidifies in the
moulds, is then removed by the bee, and 1
the process is repeated.

More than five years ago, Sir Wllham
Crookes uttered a warning note that the
population of the world was increasing so
rapidly that the supply of wheat would
shortly not sufficient to feed it, but said
that before we were in grip of actuald
dearth the chemist would slip in and
postpone the day of famine. )
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Rev. J. Digges, editor of the Trish Bee
Journal, writes us:—ILet me take this
L opportunity to thanl you for your gener-
ous words in the Bulletin regarding this
paper. I study your publication with

¥ avidity every month,

- (. E. R, Baerami, Sept. 15th.—My

. bees wintered well. Breeding is going
on apace at present. Some colonies

- occupying four stories. rospects of a

¥ honey flow from narrow leaf ironbark (in
a week or so) is good.

#57 M., Deep Lead, Vie.—I can always
\ speak well of your paper, and will con-
tinue to do so. The bees are very back-
ward in this part. Fearfully wet winter.
T. J. B., Wallabadah.—I want to get
to business, have had a very bad time for
last year, only 18 hives left out of 56,
| “have made up to 27 now in good form. I
think the flow will last till Xmas.
8. H., Telangatuk East, Vie.—I have
been very bad with Chronic Catarah and

Bronchitis for a long time, last spring T

had to go to Melbourne and go under an
" operation, and T have been very bad this
last month, but am a little better now.
Sorry to hear you have had such bad
Yiuck with the bees through the drought.
‘We are just the opposite, it is the wettest
season we have had for a number of
years, having had about 25 inches from
the beginning of the year. Our bees are
, 1ot doing too bad, so far only lost 5 out
of 150 hives, but 1f this wet cold weather
continues the next month will be the
most critical time. The prospects for
honey look promising, but our Associa-
tion has given such glowing accounts of
the industry that this part is over-run
with applications for bee sites, no less
k than 16 in the next parish to me, besides
a number here on private lands. If we
»do have a good season honey will be at a
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very low price. Kerosene fius are boom-
ing at 4/6 a dozen at Horsham, some very
large orders going out. I hear as many
as 2,000 to one man, and lots of 4 and
500. T could net go to our conference as
I was too ill,

‘W. F. Bungowannah:—The past
season was a good one for honey in this
district. But the bees did not come
through the winter too well, most of
them being weak in the spring. There
was very little swarming. There was a
splendid honey flow during the spring
and summer from yellow box and red
gum, and a late autwinn flow from white
box. The spring flow was practically
lost as the bees were too weak to take
advantage of it. But they did very well
in the summer and autumn yielding an
average of 2 60lb. tins per hive. I see
by your last paper that you have started
dairying, and find that it is not what it is
represented to be. I am fruly sorry that
you have lost so many of your bees, and
I hope that during the coming season you
will be able to atleast double the number
of your hives and get tons of honey and
that your milk supply will also inerease
so that you will be literally in a land
flowing with milk and honey. In this
district the prospects are good the crops
and the grass are flourishing and there is
every appearance of a good honey flow.

J. E. D., “Woodlands,” Maryborough
Q., Sept. 8th, ’06.—I may say that I
have very little time for the heekeeping
now, and I wish to discontinue taking
the “‘Bulletin.” T also am doing a little
dairying, milking 70 cows twice daily
and have pig keeping besides farming.

. F., Woodstock, Sept. 12th —Bees
are in splendid condition, and the pros-
pects of a good season are better than T
have known for the past twelve years.
There is nothing to equal the superior
qualities of carefully bred ¢ pure” Ttal-
ian strain of bees, and T cammot under-
stand how some beekeepers still adhere
to blaek bees or a slight cross of black-
itelian hybrids. The difference between
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the two races is so obvious, that anyone
can prove it to his satisfaction in a short
time.

P. M., Gargar Apiary, Howlong.—I
am glad to say that last season wasnot
too bad with me, How is our Associ-
ation going on, is it still alive. It would
not do to let it die just because a few
interested persons cannot get their own
way, as long as the beekespers are satis-
fied with the management I should think
that is all that is required, and not what
a few Clity men want. I hope there will
be a meeting next year asall will. I
would like to come, although it is a good
few miles from here, but it shows that
although the members are scattered all
over the State, the B.F.A. brings them
all in touch, which is good for the indus-
try. I have shifted my bees as they were
too confined iz the town. I managed to
get a lease of some land on the river a
few miles away. I have taken ahundred
colonies, and will take the balance affer
swarming. I have been so busy fixing
up the new apiary that I have had no
time to go through them, and lately it
has been so wet I have been unable to do
s0. Am afraid T have lost a few by my
neglect. I am glad to see that the A.B.B.
is still holding its own, in my opinion it
is the best paper of the lot, and I am
always glad to see it come. T think your
proposed new departvre re dairying will
be very acceptable to most of the bee-
keepers as I think many of them keep a
few cows. Trusting you will have a good
year and that you are all enjoymg good
health.

R. 8., Parkes,— Bees working up very
well, but the season will be much later
than usual. Wishing you a good season
and success to 4. 5.5

H. M., Merimbula, v rites—It is with
much regret that I have to inform you
that when my present term of subscription
to the A. B, Bulletin has expired, T must
ask you to strike my name off the list of
subscribers to that useful little journal.
During the number of years I have been
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a member, the A.B.B. has been a help to |
me, and I have always looked forward
with much pleasure to its arrival; but,
bee-keeping is dead in this louahty, tho™
best honey bearing trees and shrubs
have gone—bush fires and ringbarking
have done the trick—so with deep regret
the A.B.B. must go too. Wishing your-
solf, the A.B.B., and the Beekeeping -
Industry long life and prosperity.

J. G. C., Kangarilla, & Australia.— 4
Bee businessis very dull about this part
up to the present, afew swarms has been
out but the weather is against swarming,
there not being more than three or four
fine days at a spell, then a weeks rain,
which makes everybody smile but the
bee-keeper. The winter has been very ,
mild, being free from frost, also much
wind. Bees have wintered very well, I
have heard of very few dying around this
neighbourkood. Wishing you every
suceess

[Our correspondent kindly enclosed a number -
of names of bee-keepers together with the number
of swarms they work. ] 4

We acknowledge receipt of the follow-
ing from Mr., W. Abram, and are very
sorry to hear of continued sicknessin his
family :—1I meant to write a deal more on
what I have just now written, but in-
fluenza sent me to bed till this morning
and thus whilst the spirit was willing the
flesh was weak. However I hope to be
about again soon as the bees now want-«
me. As far as I have observed they are
in about the best condition I ever had
them this time of year owing to the dry
winter. And as they have heaps oi
pollen in the hives and fresh one is com-
ing in from Wattle there will be no
paralysis either, vide Beuhne.

For a number of years bes-yards in
the neighbourhood of the big smelting-
works 1n and about Denver U.S.A. have
suffered considerable damage by reason
of the sulphurous smoke killing the
vegetation for miles around. Three of
the big smelting companies have paid to
the bee-keepers the sum of $1500 apiece, "
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ENSILAGH.

The merits of ensilage are testified to
t by Mr. (. M’Kay, of Waroona, Western
Australia. Tast autumn he cut three ac-
res of sorghum, yielding 15 tons of green-
stuff, and stacked it under pressure. The
stack was kept in shape by making a
- frame of hard wood to prevent the stuff
'~ from spreading. Harly in May a first
cutting was made from it and was found
to be good, sweet ensilage, which, when
» chafled, was eagerly eaten by the cows.
The chaff was mixed with half its bulk
vof hay, a sprinkling of bran heing added.
I milk 13 cows, " says Mr. M’Kay, “and
? I could not continue dairying through
the winter if it were not for my ensilage
stack. "’

r
DEVELOPING HEIFER'S UDDERS.

Heifer calves should be handled very
often to keep them gentle, and frequent
manipulation of the udder during the
first pregnancy will do much to stimulate
development. This frequent handling of
the udder is of no hittle importance, not
only in securing better development, but

¥ also to make the heifer so familiar with
the operation that when her calf is drop-
vped she will take the milking as a matter

_ of course, and will not require to he
(13 bl'okeﬂ.”

The heifer should drop her first calf
when she is about two years old, as this
will make a more productive cow than

" when delayed until another year., When
the first calf is not dropped until the third
vear, one calf and one year of milking
are lost, and the heifer acquires a ten-
dency to use her surplus feed in the lay-
ing on of fat instead of the secretion of
milk—a tendency which will be retained

*through life, and which would have been
avolded by earlier breeding.

» R
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ENSILAGE FROM MAISE STALKS.

M. Denham, Minister for Agriculture
in Queensland, explained recently that
the Department of Agriculture in that
State was going to try some experiments
in the making of ensilage. It is well
known that green maize makes good en-
silage. Mz, Denham however, has decid-
ed to utilise the stalks if maize from
which the grain has been taken, and
moisten them with a spray when putting
them into the silo. He would also have
another experiment with an infusion of
molasses in the water. Trials of this
kind have been made in the United States.
A farmer grew a heavy crop of maize,
intending it for the gilo, but finding that
it produced an enormous quantity of cobs,
he allowed it to ripen, and then cut the
stalles, which were 14 ft high. The maize,
when pulled and husked, yielded 1200
bushells. The stover (the stalk on which
the maize cob grows) was then chaffed,
and put into the silo, a half-inch stream
of water being played on if, the resulting
ensilage turned out to be sweeter than
the ensilage from green maize. His
cows, after being fed on it, yielded from
8lbs to 10lbs of milk more per cow per
day than before using it. “Now,” re-
marked Mr. Denham, “the maize stover
is not valued in our state—and invariably
the cobs are allowed to remain on the
stalk, Tf we can testily to the correct-
ness of this statement that stover which
is mixed with water, makes a good ensil-
age, then the farmer has a valuable
fodder at mno cost apart from labour.
The ensilage might be improved
further by adding a little molasses, and
this experiment will be tried by the
Department.

Blackberry hedges are a great nuisance
on many farms, and to many it seemsim-
possible to get rid of them. The follow-
ing is said to be a certain remedy:—1 1h
arsenic, 2 lbs washing soda, 5 gallons
hoiling water mixed while boiling, apply
to roots after digging around.
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FARMING.

Since our last issue our district has
been visited by copious showers of rain,
and herbage, and crops have grown
beautifully. It all looks like a beautiful
garden, Water is again plentiful, and
crecks that had not heen running for
nearly twelve months arve doing so now.
Cows gave a great increase of cream, and
farmers looks forward hopefully to their
cull cows and steers becoming ‘“fat”, and
realizing good prices, Much anxiety is
evinced by neighbouring farmers that if
there is much more rain rust will de-
velop in the wheat crops.

CAPPINGS.

the finest queens for
breeders. I'he principal points to look
for are these : See that a queen puts but
one egg in a cell, and that the eggs all
cant the same way—point down. The
eggs should be large and quite plump.
Now this may seem to some hee-keepers
rather fuss.- I am able to see a great
difference in the size of eggs laid by
different queens. By close examination
any one can see that some queens lay
quite small eggs, while others deposit
eggs nearly twice as large. When I find
a queen whose eggs are small, and canted
in all ways but the right way, her head
comes off quickly, as such queens are
worthless for any purpose.— Henry Alley.

‘When queeless bees are used for celi-
building they should he supplied with
eggs within 6 or 8 hours there-after. My
method for rearing queens by queenless
bees, or rather for having queen-cel's
built from cell-cups in this: I select
the strongest colony in the yard one
having a prolifie queen and at least
8 frames of brood. (A eolony having an
old queen is preferred, as bees fromsuch
a queen build the finest cells.) This
colony is taken in to the operating room
and I then treat the beesto tobacco-smoke
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in small doses, and drum on the hives to
cause the hees to fill their honey-sacs, and
wien they have done so, and that the
tobacco has completely subdued them,
I remove the cover from the hive; then
take out each frame separately, brushing
the bees from the combs into a box hav-
ing plenty of ventilation. The queen is
found and caged, and the bees left queen-
less for 6 or 8 hours. The combs are
replaced in the hive they were taken from y
and other boes (gueenless ones, if at hand) *
are put into the hive and a fertile queen
introduced. The colony just made queen-
less has from 60,000 to 75,000 bees, mostly
young ones. Twelve daysafter the eggs
are given the bees, Thave as fine a batch of
large, golden queens as anyone could
desire to see. The eggs given the beess
from which to construct eell cups had
been deposited in drawn foundation three |
days, or 72 hours before the colony was
made queenless. The one point I wish
to emphasize is, that bees, long in a
queenless condition, will not rear good
queens.—HENRY ALLry, in dmerican Bre

i
Journal.

Mz. Holtermann is opposed to exposing
honey to the air.  “ The aroma is lost,”
he says. It may be; butf here our best
honey is that which lies in the tank ex-
posed to the sun’s rays for the longest
time. Had I tanks enough I would leave
it all out until the close of the extracting ¢
season, simply covering the tank with a_
white sheet. After a week or so of*
exposure a seum resembling the white of -
an. egg covers the surface one-fourth inch
thick. I want this out of the honey be-
fore I can it up.—F. Archibald in Glean-
mgs. 1
Cotton is one of our very hest honey-
plants, especially is this true where ite
grows on black, waxy land. Cotton
grown on sandy land does not yield nector
as plentifully as it does on black land,
Thig, T think, accounts for some saying
that the cotton-plant is not a honey- .
vielder with them. One of the heaviest *
honey-flows I ever witnessed was from
the cotton-bloom. The honey is water”
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“clear,” and of good body and flavor,
. and T consider it the equal of any honey
I ever saw ; but like alfalfa honey, it is
x quick to granulate. Awmerican Bee Journal.

F. M. Beamish, Pucklechurch, sued
Thomas Nicholas for a swarm of bees or
their value, 20s. Mr. Batson, solicitor,
defended. Plaintiff said he kept over
twenty stocks of bees, thivteen of which
were the Ttalian variety which he impor-
ted direct. These were distinguished by
the yellow bands on their bodies, and
there were none but his in the distriet.
He found the bees had swarmed, and two
days after found that defendanthad hived
them in his garden. He offered him 3s.
. for his trouble if he gave them up, but

he refused. Specimens of English and
y Italian bees were shown to his Homnour.
Mr. Batson was procesding to cross-ex-
amine as to identity, when his Honour
said the law was, you can follow the
gswarm and not be liable for trespass; but
if anyone else follows and hives them
they become his property. Bees must al-
ways remain wild, and there is no differ-
ence between English and Italian bees.
He quoted Blackstone as to the law. The
property in the bees became that of de-
fondent directly he hived them. To de-
fendant : Now, Mr. Nicholas, will you let
him have these bees if he pays you 15s.?
T cannot make you give them up, but you
ought to. Defendant: I am not sure they
are his bees. His Honour: Very well, I
y- shall not give you costs. Judgment for

defendant without costs.—‘ Western

Daily Press.”’—England

(Grass-hoppers are at times great plag-
ues. Gleanings gives a plan to get rid of
them Poisoning is expensive, and not
very practicable. Some of the Am rican
ranchmen destroy great numbers of them
by the use of what they call “hopper dos-
ers.” Thisis a large frame-work, three or
four feet high, on runners, that is drawn
across the field. The frame-work is cover-
ed with cloth, and at the base is a pan
that is keopt partially full of crude pet-
yoleum. The hoppers fly up, strike the
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cloth, and many of them fall into the oil
which kills them. One man tells me he
killed fifty bushels last year.

‘Where wax iz desived it is usual fo
space the frames wide apart so that only
7 or 8 frames are put in a .0-frame, and
only 5 or 6 in an 8-frame hive. When
uncapping these combs before extracting
they are shaved down to the regular
thickness, so that a great deal more wax
is obtained than when the regular num-
ber of frames is put in the hive.

I am not very anxious to have bees
that do not have life enough to sting when
they think they should be on the defen-
sive. Usually the bees that are ready to
“bite” a fellow come from the strong and
vigorous colonies. Don’t be afraid of a
few bee-stings. We all know at this
age how to handle bees and getbut a
few stings. For my use I would not
reject a queen as a breeder if her only
fault was in the fact that her bees were a
little cross, Nor would I use a queen to
breed from if her colony were bound to
sting every time one went into the bee-
yard. Such colonies spend their time in
hunting up some ome to sting, T have
had a few black bees that seemed always
on the wing, ready to ‘“go for’”” the frst
person who entered the apiary. The
yellow races of bees do not, asa rule, use
their stings so freely and vigorously as
black bees. But who carves for bhlack
bees ¥ No one wants them, but the way
back beeman—the fellow who doesn’t
read the bee-papers.—Henry Alley in
Gleanings.

The following resolutions were recently
passed at a meeting of the New Jersoy
(U.8.A.)5tate Beekeeper Association.—

Whereas, provided such satisfactory
arrangements cannot be made, the
Committee on supplies are herehy

authorized and instructed to take steps
necessary for the formation of a stock
company, composed of honey producers
only, for the manufacture and sale of bee-
keepers’ supplies. Whereas, an organi-
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zation of honey producers should be com-
posed of honey producers exclusively, and
work for theirinterests ? Whereas, we, the
members of the New Jersey State Bee-
keepers’ Association believe that the
National Beekeepers’ Associationislargely
controlled by other interests, resolved that
we, the members of the New Jersey State
Association of Bee-keepers in annual con-
vention assembled, recommend the for-
mation of a honey producers’ organization
that will promote and protect our interests
in a business like manner, free from all
entangling alliances,

If you are wise, the first hard work you
do when you find a colony queerless in
springis remorselessly to break upthe col-
ony and distribute its parts to the other
colonies. The words ““hard work” are
used advisebly, for it is hard work for
the beginner toreduce by one the number
of his colonies; but it is the profitable
thing to do. He may have one less col-
ony; but he will have more bees and at
and at the end of the season more col-
onies.

The great bulk of superseding is done
at or near the close of the honey harvest
when one might mnaturally expect-the
queen to be worn out by the ardous task
of providing so many thousands of eggs
for the season.—Only occasionally does
superseding take place in the spring; and
then it behooves the bee-keeper to be on
the lookout, for the great probability is
that & queen reared so very early in the
season will be worthless.

One of the Beckeepers’ Associaton of
Switzerland sent to its members cards
asking which race of bees they liked
best. 1865 preferred the black bees, 147
the Carniolian, 48 the Italian, and 393
the hybrids.— American Beekeeper.”

The harmless birds and beasts of other
countries develop into pests with aston-
ishing rapidity when acclimatised in Aus-
tralia and New, Zealand, and the bumble
bee is the latest apparently harmless
creature to develop objectionable char-
acteristics. A writer in the ¢ Wanganui
Herald, ” in a recent budget of horticul-
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tural notes, observes: My attention has
been called to the damage that is being
done in vegetable gardens by the bumble
bee. It was noticed in several gardens
last season that it was impossible to get
any matured brood or french beans.
Although the plants grew and bloomed
healthily, still the flowers all dropped off
and scarcely a bean matnred. It was
found on examination that the bumble
hee, when trying to get the nectar from
the top of the flower, and notbeing able
to do so; immediately went to the bottom
on the outside, just above the calyx, and .
made an inciion in the flower shell. He
got the nectar, butincidentely destroyed
the life of the seed germ., The same
treatment was meted out to the beautiful
wisteria. We all know this bee was im-
ported for the purpose of fertilising the
red clover and cow grass, as it was con-
sidered the above clovers would not fer-
tilise without some such means. But
the gentleman who gave me the -above
information informed me that his people
had found the red clover with thoroughly
fertilised seed thirty years ago, long be-
fore ever the bumble bee was in the
district.”

Some American bee-keepers have taken
a fancy to deep bottom boards, allowing
a spacs of one inch or over below the
frames in winter. It is claimed that bees
winter better with hives allowing this
space, that the airis kept fresher and
sweeter, that combs are drier and healther,
and that all débris, dead bees and other
waste matter, is kept at a respectable
distence from the cluster.

The infinite superiority of Nature’s
handiwork over the finest work of man
is clearly illustrated in the relative fine-
ness of the point of a bee’s sting and that
of a delicate cambric needls. Under a
powerful microscope the former is hardly
discernible, while the latter appears to
be aboutan inch in diameter and very
coarse and rough in finish.—Ezchange.

Gleantngs says: 100 acres of buck-
wheat might be sufficient for 50 or 100
colonies in New York State.
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How to Move Bees a Shert Distance
without Loss.

‘We are often asked how to move bees
#a short distance, say a rod or two. We
generally advise against doing this in the
height of a honey flow. One way is to
carry the colony or colonies to an out-yard
and leave them there for about two weeks,
. then bring them back and place them at
any point desired ; and another way—one
that we have been using with very good
results—is to move the hive in the direc-
tion of its new location a foot or more
every three or four days until the hive is
at the desired point. This summer we
rearranged a whole bee-yard on this
» gradual moving plan, and soon had them
where we wanted them, without any loss

» of hees. — Gleanings.

L3

The following extract is from Glean-
ings : Wonderful accounts are appearing
of great yields of alfalfa over a large
r acreage near Iayetteville, N.Y. You

know, Mr, Editor, that bee-keepers are
<ot searce in that vieinity. Can you get
one of them to teli about alfalfa as a
honey plant there ? The editor replies :
Alfalfa honey from York State is un-
known. I do not know of any place
in the Hast where that plant has ever
yielded any honey. I have never seen
our bees go near our field.

4
Putting a weak colony over a strong
Pone is not a regular success, though some
_ say it can be done successfully, where
both stocks are pure Italians.

As in humanity, or in cattle, crossing
or introducing fresh blood makes the re-
" sult better in bee energy.

» Bees live much longer when honey is
abundant in flowers than when the yield
is very light. In a season of scarcity,
although there may be a large amount of
brood in the hive, the colony will not be-
, oome strong enough to cast a swarm;
¥ while if honey 1s plentiful they are soon

:unnmg over with bees,
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Will our Victorian friends please note
that letters to N.S.W. must have a 2d.
stamp affixed. For all Victorian letters
with only 1d. stamp affixed, we have to
pay 2d. fine hefore it will be delivered.

W. R., Monaro.—We are having a

trying spring, Cold cutting winds. Bees
are very late.
G.K, Dungog.—We have gone

through a terrible time for bees and
everything else, but things are looking
brighter now, but more 1a1n would be
needed. I may say yours is the only bee
paper I have taken, and one of us will
always take it. Wishing you a prosper-
OlS 8easol.

F.H., Glenorchy, Vie.-—We are having
a bad time of it here. Last season being
the off season, we got very little honey.
We have had one of the wettest and cold-
est winters this season that we have had
for years. It is now the middle of Octo-
ber, and we have not had a good day of
sunshine for the bees yet. The losses in
this district have been very heavy. I
have lost about 30 per cent., and what
are left are very weak, and if the weather
does not soon come warm the losses will
be heavier, and this our good season for
honey. Trusting that you are having a
better time.

A Victorian wants the address of a bee-
keeper. He only puts a 1d. stamp on
his letter, so the N.8.W. postal authori-
ties impose a fine of 2d. on us, Tt will
take another 2d. to reply. As the A B.B.
does not rely on selling supplies for its
support, such business as that is by no
means profitable.

An American Journal says: The bee
business is a scientific study, in fact, as
fine a study as law or any other.

WANTEID.

A BEEKEEPER who understands Bees and
can milk a cow or two. £1 per week and found.
Permanency to suitable man.

THOS. HALLORAN,
“ Fernleigh,” Wagga.
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Weax Hives. — An American author-
ity says some bee-keepers are so slack
that a large per cent. of their colonies
give them little or no surplus. The idea
of having one hundred colonies, and get-
ting surplus from only seventy-five, is all
wrong, and this way 1s aslipshod method
of caring for bees. My adwvise is, just as
soon as you find a coleny that is not doing
well, attend to it at once. This is your
business. Hither put it such a shape
that in a few days it will be all right, or
unite it with another. If you do not want
to unite, putit with your nuclei, and con-
gider i1t onme of them, Tinkering with
weaklings is little good. We don’t keep
bees for the sake of merely counting a
large nnmber of hives.

26th Annual Price List of Best ital-
ian Queens from the First Bee
Farm in Ausiralia, recognised as
Absolutely the Best Bee Farm
for the supply of Queens, Hives
of Bees, &c. Always winner of most
prizes.
QUEENS—Untested, 5/- each.
Tested, . one 10/- ; three, 25/- ; six, 45/~
Select Tested, one 15/- ; three 40/ ; six, 70/-
Extra Choice, one 25/- ; three, 80/- ; six, 105/-

Untested from imported, 10/~ each; tested from
imported, 15/- each; breeders, 25/- each.

Hives of Bees, Implements

Foundation, &e.

W. ABRAM,

AEAR LA E Ve RS S Rl S L S S S R
BEECROFT, NEAR SYDNEY,

Also, Swarms

Established 1881,

P.8.—My knowledge and experience of nearly
40 years practice enables me to breed and supply
Queens Superior to Any. possessing the Most
Desirable Qualities combined. Desiring  fo
maintain that High Reputation, I again submit
for your consideration the fact that I can supply
to satisfaciion, if you give me description of
your requirements; Thanking you for past
tavours.—I remain, yours truly, W. AERAM.
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HrCYPRIAN
QUEENS.

Tested, 7s5:6d. each.
Posted from 1st November to Ist April,

No disease in my apiaries.

SH) e

~

w. REID, Sen.,,
“ Honeyvale,” PAUPONG,
Via DALGETY, N.S.W.

GIPPSLAND QUEENS:

NERANG APIARY,
FERNBANK, VICTORIA.

A

§&5Book your orders mow for delivery fromd
October to March.

Untested, 5/-; Testad, 7/6; Select, 15/-

€., €. JPenglase,

3

HONEY. HONEY.®

WE are oiaen to SELL ON COMMISSION
A FEW THOUSAND 60ib. TINS
Al HONE Y. 8

None But Best Samples Sold.

Send early, and secure Highest Prices.
enguiries will receive prompt attention.,

W. J. & F. BARNES,

174 & 180 ALBERT-STREET,
EAST MELBOURNE.

L
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