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These copies were provided in November 1991 by:

Gene A. Gunderson

121 Monroe St .-RKDL
Cambridge, WI 53523

(608 )266-4358 or 423-3876

According to Gene:

The original letter was received by the great great
grandfather of Gunleik Metveit, 3870 Fyresdal. It was given
to a specialist at a university in Norway, who interpreted
it letter by letter and then translated it as well as he
could.

They came to the U.S. in 1847.

Gunleik Asmundson Bondal died in 1858 and is buried at
Liberty Church, outside Deerfield, Dane County, Wisconsin.
(without a tombstone)

They farmed on adjacent sections in Dane County; section 5
in Christiana Township and, directly north, Section 32 in

Deerfield Township. They had built a dugout on Section 32
when they first arrived, traces of which are still barely

discernable.

Halvorsen’s is near Liberty Corners (presently the
intersection of State Highway 12 & 18 and Oak Park Road),
which is near the northwest corner of Section 32.

For additional information about this family in the U.S.,
please contact Gene Gunderson.
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Dear Hisber s

bk e are Tivmdy corvinceo that youn be

wadbend & lomg bime for & writing

and information from s in this ow foreign boses. Thils step too find a way to

thie cur farm o wWhich we ha thes caoerary W

wWent forwarel oo bake Lo this e al sbabe

We left from Fragro B days aft

Serbenbun Dag Clume 29, left on July 29

andd finally reached MNeswyoork afber 8 owe

b i

and 3 days sallimg.  be took the

ot as wsual b @i wervt

it Mamdahl Lo pick wp several g

Al

e Dring the night bebween 205 3 days,

wast so we had to stey there 3 da

Lozssearyy,  Uhes ot opadde boat,  fol DLowesod was o Laank i, The wined was sbill

Bilowing from Ghe soaad b ek kept godmg bhe whiole time theough

sodibh wmo b st sail bo the

movth. There we walted as we weve nesr Trorncbedm. Theve be buwrned the bosdt

arcaycd sed el Lo Mogs Lhesy b Lancd. Sirge b timss wi bact s

beautl ful  weabher .,

Thery we e bo New Yool o Dex i bhe o

by ab & ofol . On

Thiee Sned wese left thews abt & ofolock o the morndog sl on bhe Seod owe wera i

Albany at & ofclock in the movndng. The canal b

gees bo the o of i falo. From STheve b

MNeny Yo b

ins the lomg inlandd oo

v Trom

it de called kerasklamd in Mo

wer sibayed for 3

weeks time.  The way bas been Loog, aboad 200 Mo

Wi came bo Ehgl e

Midlien (Engebyvet Fidlien?) znd b el wnbil the fiol Towing

Irv the month of Soril wie moes

e Ll Lo T gyl

horne. Theve we stayed s

arcd Manges Holer sandd bis wi fe dne

of el

were also there.  They o

bt o from Torge

Hed ven-som anct then il TS v DS thesm froen b

3 W [E WA

cners A bob of lared here. Mow 16 is all Al 5.
Wher we came here no one oould tell ws anything aboot o brother Sacine.

i bew Orle

He had rnot besye

fall.

i Lhe

oy Fosshbory foe o aboat 3 yesrs. He owas Al

a lebter came from him. Then he had come 12 Novske miles




and in the letter he asked me o meet bBim in Dodgeville, the town from which
he had sent the letter. I was ot familia with the language but T owent
anyway, this long way to talk with him.  Here be had bought 100 acres of land
and whert I got theve he was working the land.
returned home.  ITf at that time I bhad gotten land thevre he promissd to give
80 acres. Bt T owes not satisfied with ooving west.  When T ot hooe T began
b werks o bhe land wntil spring.

Ther we gob news that be bad scold bis land.  In the month of April he ceame
back to Eoskooong.  Me advised me that I oshould buy some land soon. T odid nod
have money to pay for all of the land so he had money and paid the largest
amctnt of money.  The total sum was 171 dollars.  Since that time it is almost
wibelievable how fortunate it has gone for us the whole time in the new world.
There is nooone of e ages here who have cliobed upward as fast as we. Cattle
ig mow high priced so the first thing each of us did was to sell cabtle for &80
dollars eack., W oown 3 milk cows, = that are 2 years old, 2 that are 1 year
cld angd 1 ocalf. 9 dreiving oxer, 10 hogs or swine, 20 chickens, ¢
sowes.  This fall we butchered 4 pretty big hogs.

This fall we cub so much wood that we can sell a hundred dollars woeth,

2 had a desirable and fruitful year. It ie nob often that we have this mach
woed anel it also has a high price.  There are several here who have cut a
thotsand bushel of Wood.
bushle is 4 Fobtter smaller than a Fjerding 174 in Novway. The price per bushel
ig a dollar and that is espensive.

The new railroad has just been finished to Madison which is O novreke miles
wiast of here. Also every thing is expensive bare that we nesd tooweel the
land. We bought & plow Lo work up the new ground with for 12 dollars.  One
dollar to 12 dollars to plow a field withe, A fowr wheeled wagon costs 61
dollars. One thrashing machine for 25 dollars, 2 ironspeces for 2 1/2
dollars.  Animals or cattle are high priced. A cow costs from 15 o 20 2020
ool lars.  For the very best is 20 dollars.  Driving oxen are usuad ly sold two

together. It is called a tean,  The cost is 30 to 100 oo, that is the very

best. For a sow L to 1 12 and 2 dos For agoat 3 to 5 dollars. Foroa poancd

of the fimest wheat flow 2 to 3 cents,  For 1 opound of poeck oc baoon 3 o 3
cents.  For a pound of butter 6 to 12 cents. For a pound of tallow 10 to 12
cents.  For a pownd of candles from U2 to 14 cents. A& pound of coffes 12 to 14
cernts.,  For oa pouwngd of tea 50 o 80 cents.  Clothing varies in price. Cloth

that is 1/2 woaol is 50 cents a yard.,  For the finest wool oloth Lodollar a




yard. All cotton maberial 10 to 12 cents & yard.,  Linen 1 1728 yerds wide is

10 to 12 cents a yard.,  The best linen is 12 to &5 cenbs a yard., A pair of

boobs ds 2 172 cdollars. & palv of sk

#1.30 bo 1,500 A cap oost 5O bo £0

cents. Tron and steel costs 4 o & cents per pound. Barley is 320 cents a

bushel anct is about the sane s barley in Morway. Tt has a tendency to get

alimmy so it is wsed for mothing ot fesd for the hogs. One bon of hay s 2 Bo

tion s

e Fromn ours

O odollars per ZO00 sk pdes hat o ale pode A pair of

AL The ol £ =G

&

Y ol lars.  Th

horses cost 1750 Lo ar@ many b bigzr g

Lol s are

bind of gooed work tools heve are so edpensively made that the nors
like they ware made by a child.
ALl that mean shall work with de made in a lavge factory that is wsually

w1 b oul wodd with,  Soie are

driven by steam engimes. There are machinss o

called mowenr machir aoocut hiay withe  Mack o waw wWeedd with, Machir

thrash with. These

machines are deiven by borses.  Wages vary with a ye

timer  In bhe swoness, wages sce 15 bo 20 doller for s month. In the Winter

they are 10 to 13 dollsrs a month. Thiave is & place called Perviet.  There

they have higher wag Lo earn for the winter work.  The wages for & month is

15 to 20 dollars.  Mavy ars oodng south to take work Detwsen St Loudies and New

rlears to cub woedd, Theve s omar can earn a dollar e day dweing the winter.
duwring the winter.

I fuo

to tell yord whalt kind of work they have ot Pewviet. There are

many fur forssts the v g o

iz gl they oub then for tiober. The fur tre

tremendous size.  Girls usually sarn from 1obo 1,30 doo to 150 for a weesk.  The

wage 1s the same bobb sy and winter.  Thelr work is the

T A

howsehes ire Rewn

. Thiey have more respect for givls bere tharm in RMovway.

When an American wanbs to hive a mald he comes with a horse and carriages.

Whether o not they oo bome to bis fanily or bo church or they quit right

away. So thie b

W bhat a girl shall oo

forward o go back. A the givle are so proad and have e siover clobhs and

o fixed up with clothes and goladrings that b
|
ch fime cloths that 1t gli

e b L 1ok this o

s bo e fae

Whi

be creatly suoris

o v ls mever oo withoat Tlosse

worabil e, Young

me o in

s ool then, T have never szen anythilng
s rice or Ting in Morwey.  PMeybe ome tioe. &l beve it is so that a working
whieth

he worlos

le Lo e

man will mever be from the busbaocks or masbers b

for & shop kesper or obhers. AL shall be as highly vespested.




Yeas, Americans frisndly and bigh flightedness we e sbard,. e
are oo used to the prouad B 1 owWben arer unfamilier and fimd 1t & shame to
laugh at a sbranger o foredor Ard o mEver ws o a Omericar with his
hands at his side the foreigrens oo, The lands viches ancd cogtlen 15
impossible for us bo desoed Our visivw of this place at first was as 17 we
ware greatly disappointed and uheppy with the rewness of it. At fivsl & man
im et familiar with it all and for ancther thing man finds the land is nob
we thought.  The land is not flat but volling. It is layeved with hills and
vallys and moantains which are higher.  These abreboh for the most part noeth
and scuth.  Ang we thought the ground was covered with the most Jusard et

st . The meadows heve Wwill nob gros gre
that is usable and the remaincer 1s wo that dosen't have the value s the
wonds and grasslancs in Moeway. 1T a man will want to plow ancd cultivate it
for hay, then the same wild ar e again unless man sows bimothy.  On the
edge of the woods the entive ground Ls overgeon with sorul oak almost as tight
as it will grow bub o s ancd Tlowsvs are over all the woods and fledds.
arass that grows on dey grownsd i cut gmarly.  There are marnry Tlow

marshes.  Theve is the best hay making, on a big mer sk If they are mok n

marsh they havie mo hay boomow. May arowed bere has come this,  We baed s good

hay criop and have enough winter fodes foe aboat T big cattle.  We have not
plosed o move than we can wse. Aol 20 aores. Fat oo nent stumsr we will
plow again and when we can plow as mch as we want we will have D0 sy

acve is about 4 177 MNorske measure.  We can usually plow up @ acres a day.  The
praivie is over geown with gr wicler the tress and theve it will nob grow.
The woods is mostly Oak tress bo be used for ability luber arid they wse oak
wood  fon timber The woods is nob ewellent with fruit. There are no blue
bevries and wild frudlt is ravely 1 oarcind heve anod svern is
froitful and 211 kinds of fruit arows Like the fruit that grows wder gless
Newway .  Cobbon de ot gron here.  Relbher o sugar . That gross soulbh of
heren Coffes ancl tesa o Nt grow in the whole Morbh Amendos FET Yol wrolhe
abotat some oof fee bears 1t s for s iy Lle Lo cbhbain them They v 1
Soubh Amevica wicder sunshine and warm ancd wnbieal thy olimate Mere the olimate

is cold, healthy and fresh soa man cannob feel the change.




There has beer built 2 beauti ful and costly chuwches of stone. Before

there were 2 churches and now there are three and they are divided into 3

parishes.  The new one that was buill i very near to ws and is called &t

Fauls Church and bere wheve wie Live it i grby FPraivis. It is alao
called the church on libevty praivive.

Hare the praivive has bhad ooldera and 16 bas valed as o Norway. T cowmes
to take control ancl it has domdnated heve on the lancd.  Dolera bas been beve on

oy becee i These easterly places. Aacdms
has been sick with it 2 Ciees and bobl Cimes we cwred bime We all have been in
good health the whole Cies and bave bhad belter bhealltb Lhan in Morway. T have
not beer this well for many years as now simie we came bere and Fard also finds
hersel f well satisfisd.  Now owe dooonot owant oo o Dack every 1F wee wers The
owners of the best farm in Moleand. This we know you cannot bel ieve.

My wi fe has e e S1rcE we AT Dvedd b The fivsl were in
the yesrr of 1850 the 13 of april and then she deliveved twins.  One was named
Grumand and the obhes Ole.  Geumaed 1ivedd o wi Ul oliex Me i
doing well.  The other was Dovn Sagust 16 in 1858 and was baptised on the
Eth. That o was giver bhe mame Torme dn Baptisime ALL of cwr children are
i good healtk, orowing and thriving well.  We doonot owant to f Lo tharl:
o Father i M foor all in ks oreation svery dey of oue 1ive
I woudd ot advise ary strangesy or vich man oo oone heve to this grownd as
thosse who e 1air g ates would woncksr ab the beginning. Bub those who ace
g wonken s will oo on becsse one b T ower b herder beve tharn i the Fatber
land. Torgren Benddlson mast have wonodersd aboud that. bhen Ole Maarbe wrobe

18 ds & dissoresable thing, bub
for him T think it Lnp e Mte Davy wac i bigh sedd vk shoald b
carvied on oanc aleo one has bo follow ones work craft.  dnc the W Favis many
amall chilchren withuad m st owsmually oo boowork foe obhers.

Here there dis a great desive to go to Califormisa to look for gold.
Thewsarcls of Mo el A 1o Ers sack with buscleecds o
dollars in gold ancd moresy. wse wWhioo wart bo go theve esrn 100 dollars a
monthe Eial Olsen Porsgewnd bas big thooghts aboat goimg there. 1 think be
will. Before, momes - obhe brip was 300 dollavs.  MNow it ds 10D dollars.  Now
there is a faster way to geb theve. The train is now finished Lo Californda.

Those who are so inclined and sre able to go there are mevly forbunate.




From me, Hari Eversdabber, T owoald like to kindly ssk yoo whun aitse Uhere bo
grest my aged father if bhe is etill living, and to all oo el steres and brothers
that we are living well and acs with goodd Fealth.

From youe devebed brother, dadne dasmundson, T believe that I wotl o aclvi
youd b come bere boo America ancd bhab owouowoudd find it better hers e el
shall agquire 100 dollars when you esrn only 20 dolla in Movway.  This T oam
wiall aguainted with, T ocan get a lacge contract for st ook aned el
money. Ol g as yo think but my advi is the b

A 1 had forgotben whal you asked me about whelher T had gotten a letter
before or are we o bhat we bhave notb weitten before.  This is the rvesson man
writes boomooe or Lo late. T fovrgol bo give you the lengbh of a yard It ois
oo anc one hal T Alen.

MNow wer will go omo further ancd most beesk of £ this oo wribbings. With a
diligent greeting to lovable anod unforgebbable sisbe arwd b
sane to all velabis wed ki £ e Liwi well andd if we see ot forbunate

evicugh b ses one anobber oo i this woeld may wie all oo 1o fowwaircd

with gled i Write us a leblter amdd tell of yowrrsel ves.

Fosskororg 1o Wisoorsin the 170 of Jaraaey 1804

Gucler  Ssnen v b ar i Ehvervsclat bey 1654
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