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ANITOWOC COUNTY 
MiSTORICAL SOCIETY THE BILLY SCHULTZ 

INDOOR CIRCUS, a feature 
OCCUPATIONAL Manitowoc attraction in the 1930’s which 
MONOGRAPH 43 received national attention 

E ) ar 
j , i y 

JeBiSerles 1981 By Marcie Baer, Manitowoc 

William G. (Billy) Schultz... ae ; ; 
The Man — His Circus and His School ini ww, Wid. 

When I first heard of Billy Schultz it Special thanks go to Billy Schultz, Jr. to be printed, costumes to be made, 

as a word here or there but it never and to Dorothy Schultz Hecker; to Mead equipment to be made or readied for 

ally meant anything to me. This past Hansen; to Syd Herman, who shared not action. The prop men were vital to keep 

ar, however, after interviewing a only news clippings but also photos and the show moving. Then there were the 

rmer circus performer on an unrelated negatives so history could be recorded. ushers and those who sold the goodies, so 

bject, she told me more about the (Many of those stories were written by much a part of a circus, and just so many 

hool. This piqued my interest. him and the pictures captured by him it would be impossible to list them all. 

This past summer I visited her again. while he served as volunteer public They know who they are. Just as the 

e expressed the wish that the history relations man for the circus school.) performers, their reward was in the 

uld somehow be recorded (while there Thanks are also due to Don and Emily applause of the crowd and just knowing 

ere still people alive who lived at that Underberg and_to Wesley (Bob) and they were a part of this important part of 

e in history). That remark set the Marie Boswell. Particular thanks go to Manitowoc history. 

eels in motion. Mr. Ed Ehlert gave the Wesley Boswell, who, because of his close T realize there is always a chance for 
ggestion to the Board of Directorsand __ friendship and long term relationship human error in copying information. 
ey in turn gave their whole-hearted with Billy Schultz, wasabletofillinafew Slight differences in stories from various 
pproval to a monograph being more missing gaps in the story of his late media were checked as far as possible for 

blished. mentor and friend. Others shared accuracy. If there are errors they are not 

It has been both an educational and through the stories written about their intentional. 

leasureful experience. With the help of a accomplishments as performers. Through the use of personal accounts 
tt of good people and reams of news This monograph is about Billy Schultz and excerpts from many news stories I 
‘ories I have put together what I hope is but it also takes a lot of people to put a hope Ihave been able to draw a picture... 

picture of Billy Schultz, the man — his circus together and he would be the first a picture of the man who made it all 
ircus and his school. to say so. While this monograph includes possible... Billy Schultz, the man — his 

Today, if I had to describe Billy only the names of those listed on the circus and his school. For those, like 

hultz, the man, from what I’ve heard programs, there were countless others myself, who knew little or nothing about 
d read about him, I could do so in one whe helped in some way, from teachers, this man I hope you will enjoy reading 
ord — love. Love for his wife and students, to those who lent their moral about this very vital part of Manitowoc 
ildren; love for his performers — his support, to the guy who purchased a history. 
her kids; and his love of a strong body. ticket. There were posters and programs at aes es 

ILLY SCHULTZ, the Man... epee a 
PERSONAL HISTORY OF WM. G. SCHULTZ Sean a ae es 

(from 1939 Souvenir Program) pee os — ie a (Rt ee Coe cite A ee 
It is the stars, the superstitious will during the latter part of the 19th i ea aed i pee 

ll _you, that foretell the day of our century. Billy hung around the | ete Seka oan , 

h, the profession and characteris- dressing room doors of the show people ae a) Prey e 
8 which will haunt us all the days of who frequented the place, and one day UB Pan | iim eee 

br life. If this be true the stars must spotted Adonis Ames, a famous Ren ew Cee ome ag 
ave swung with vigor in their orbits contortionist, practicing his act. ‘Ican Lee ae f ys 
h that October 1, 1880, when William do that stuff too,’ piped up little nine- a a ade 
Schultz was born, for before many year-old Billy, and the great Ames, oy ys a 

pars had passed this brilliant young piqued, gave him a chance to show his uy a A 
aN was swinging too, and in short stuff. So well did the imitation go over Cee , td 
der was himself a brilliant star in the that Bill spent the rest of two summers =| o 

bit traveled by the luminaries of the appearing in the act. Oni ’ / 
‘0 fessional show world. “At the end of two years, his family a 

aM began at eight years of age to moved back to this city and Bill went to = “3 
Be himself in the glamorous art of work training at the Turner Hall. eC AN 
ee onal acrobatics. The be- Encouraged by his success with Ames, O27 a 
ae at first, were but feeble he frequented practice sessions of other a a 

Sed %, Yet they resulted in some really troupes which appeared in circuses : 
al ack yard circuses’ which he and and vaudeville here. From them came ~— 

a aymates began presenting each many helpful hints which were to 

“Whe: stand him in good stead in the future. 
os Ene was nine-years-old, Billy Practice sessions formed the major 
aoe with his parents to Milwaukee diversion for the years between his 
an eee 7 adsl a sae ari ig co with vee and the a 
2 ‘om the historic Schlitz Park, when he became eighteen-years-old. i i 

‘ous Milwaukee amusement center “During Manitowoc County Fair ode ass be



week in (1899) Bill Schultz and his spare moments he taught tricks to a part of the circuit. In 1908 he ret 
brother, Ferdinand, staged one of the small girl in the troupe. This girl later to the Champlin Co. where he met 
first attractions in front of the became one of the most famous Creighton Sisters. He “framed” an, 
grandstand. In the following winter bareback riders of all time, Rosa and taught them the routine. At (i 
the future took a brighter turn as Bill Rosalind. The new act played at music end of the show season, the Legg) 
was given the job of physical director halls around Chicago and later in 1902 Brothers and Creighton Sisters playge 
for the “Turning Society”. He stayed joined the John Robinson Circus. At their act throughout the South, ip 
there for one year. Shortly after his the end of the show season Bill joined Florida and spend eight weeks 
20th birthday, Bill and his brother with the Ryand Brothers in Cuba. Five weeks were played at if, 
went to Chicago where they obtained Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Billed as Ryand, National Theater in Havana and th 
work at the old Howard theater. They Lester and Ryand they toured the weeks in the interior. 
stayed on to play in minor roles and to country playing at fairs, in vaudeville, “With the routine well settled, 
help with running the stage until and in indoor shows. Lester Brothers and Creighton Sist 
illness forced Ferdinand home to “In 1905 Bill and his troupe were left the act and the Lester Broth 
recuperate. added to the Al. G. Fields Minstrel played the circuits alone, going soup, 

“After making many contacts at Show in which they did specialty contacting the Pantages cire 
different theaters, Bill had taken for acrobatic acts. Illness again reduced playing the Panhandle, and then b 
his partner a Pole who had changed his the troupe to where they were billed as to New York. This continued up to 
name to Mack. Bill had a cousin whose the two Lesters and when the third opening of the World War. Bill’s 

name was Lester and because he liked member had recuperated, the act was partners shouldered guns age 
that name he decided to change his billed as the Three Lester Brothers. In marched off into eternity a 
own name and thereafter became 1906 the troupe was taken into the answering their country’s call. Be 
known professionally by the stage Chas. K. Champlin Repertoire Co. registered but his age conscription wip. 
name of William Lester. Mack and which specialized in dramatics but not reached until shortly before fF 
Bill’s new act was soon booked for played specialty numbers between Armistice. 
appearance with the internationally- acts. Here Bill got his start in “His act shattered by the loss o 
known Whitney Family Circus which legitimate stage work, playing stock comrades, Bill joined the Euge 
started out from Emily City, Michigan. roles besides inter-act acrobatics. Troupe, one of the most reno D 
When the circus went into winter When the show closed down in 1907, acrobatic acts that ever came to # 
quarters, Mack accepted a job in the Schultz joined with the Humpety- country. He toured with them for 
printing trade and Bill drifted over to Dumpety Musical Comedy Company. years and turned down an offer toge 
the Kilin Family whom he taught He played the role of Mephisto and, in with the troupe to Australia. When tip’ 
acrobatics and broke into his act. In his that summer, played Manitowoc as act sailed, Schultz got a job posing a 

i ie! re ne oes es pul 

i ne §— art schools of New York City. This 
j 7 Oe ee it bd in 1920. The call of the sawdust 

] b ee, oo 4 ria sounded again, however, and when 
iJ os \ meat! a F et opportunity arose, Bill trailed off 

Pee Fe | TSE ee » + join the famous Pitchiannif? 
= ow : Re. ect OM eae “| internationally-known Italian teei™ 
a | , a A <a j board artists. At the close of tf 
i en 2 re ae ae a r season, during which he starred 
aw oN ea ee _ " Ringling’s show, Bill joined with B 

Le i Ac | _ and Griffin in Canada from Quebee 
oe © — ie ee oe Pi ae Vancouver, playing fairs, indo Pa ae ee eS 0% circuses, parks and vaudeville until i 

fil a oo 8 uM a day he retired. ; 
ys” - i “In 1922, while playing the Shri 
AS Ps B iectie ew a ~—_ oo Circus in the Orak Temple 

a a ae Bd pF 3 _— a | Hammond, Indiana, Bill took 
fa ae a P | ay eee re ig J “plunge”. Immediately following 

>. oS ees aaa ae | “is a4 ks matinee performance, bill went up in 
we eS ecg a 8 kad BP? ke | / + the Temple quarters where he wap 
= _ a}. si. NS ees iw wae . joined in matrimony to Linda Geis 

-— Sod >. Fy 4 yl TS Te his boyhood sweetheart. Together th 
=~ NS ea *, —- -» eal o toured the circuses until 1923, wh@® 

7 "he earn yy re : Bill, Jr. was born and then the n 
es Gi A — ‘ cy _ a : N “trouper’’ toured with them 

oS Po ae So a Approximately 14 years ago today, 
ee ee usd ee ; — elder Schultz retired from active cirélp 

ae Pm Se owe Oe Oe ees $= life and shortly after, the lo 
Cpe oe nn 4 2 weSE . community circus idea was born — tif 
Fe oe oa. kh an i forerunner of today’s show. 7 
ee I Ne i “But despite his retirement, tip 
ot Te ee RN : i family tradition has not died. ' 
a I eee og 5 show mee go on — and ypee old B 
S...hr,rt~—SC i ihn eis — <a y can no longer carry on, his son, Bit 

— a ea ™ y 2 wiles Bat Jr., now fifteen-years-old and h 
" oo RF stig we ii twelve-year-old daughter, Dorothit 
te ee - r Be —_— will be ready to take up the torch. THE 

’ oe | - x Se eee book, however, is not closed, and thf 
ia iets, ee a oe best part of his life lies ahead. 
om oe ee chapters will probably never be penn@. 
ete 4 > nel by this scribe — they shall be written ; 

ij 5 s the hearts of the boys and girls who 
Billy Schultz shows his daughter, Dorothy how to apply makeup. At top left is Phyllis he has made strong, of young men a 
Thieson. Girl in lower left corner is unidentified. .



oung women who got their startin the Doesn’t Lecture Much : 

how world through his conscientious “ ‘No I don’t lecture the kids much. I e 4 

nd friendly help — and in the roar of don’t object if they take a glass of beer, z y 

e giant presses which already have that is the older ones, and I don’t eA 

gun to record his progress for the preach about cigarettes. They find out i” dh 

yes of the world. for themselves how much it means to Cot LF. 

The following accounts are from the keep in condition. But when they go out y oh fd 

anitowoc Herald Times unless noted on the road I talk to ’em like a Dutch Zo pen 2 ‘ . 

therwise. uncle. Whiskey and women — that’s a 2 g 

April 17, 1937 what I tell them to watch out for. I tell Va ee 

TUTOR TURNS OUT ACTS you I gave that bunch a nose-full before . «Be Gee 

FOR THE BIG TENT they left epee: ern oo for four | : Y Soe 

by Harry Chandler eer A outa ore ae ae 
“fp his rare moments of relaxation, a The only a I scold is when they " ‘ ‘g lf Re 

illy Schultz, one-man faculty of the Hips es aM Poe pee oe ance Was > yy ae ee Vie 
rr Circus ‘prep’ school in the world isn’t their own. That’s when accidents . wy * 

pty himself to his ‘office’ high above happen and we don’t want to spoil our Pex | | “Fo 
fe eacher eeeeuintth a Vecational record. Then there’s the little easy i a) , 

+f ool Gymnasium. tricks. A boy ora girl will take the Ress ge | 

Pihelctfice was intended to be a Caster ‘art of their trick without | — Sm | 
rojection room eRe wet an hee thinking much about it, forget to be bm Tm | 

oving picture equipment. But the podeig and then something happens. ‘ be hesiafes AP 

isitor’s first impression is that of Ga ban oe ed tore: Be ae tec 

ntering a property room of a theater. wep Ability Needed clown suit. z e 

A ae of them don’t make good. I A Thi 

iyc deck is fae ee amass have to find out what sort of ae ae ea ae a 

f program proofs, fan mail, clippings performing they are best suited for. I've known Bill ance for years y 

crapbooks and. odds and ends. +“ can say what vou want to, a can’t remember Shen cee ee 

ictures are on the walls. Over in one per rae ae o made’ as you him. I’ve known him since the 

orner is a trunk, a very theatrical- would turn out a doctor or a lawyer. beginning of time, I guess.’ 

ooking trunk marked: ‘William The boy or girl must have some natural “The two Billies went back to th 
Bea. : ability, must be healthy and must have beeinning of time ee oe e a e 

Bieter is Billy's stage name the right temperament. Some of them a ¥ Peel fe perto 5 t ake 

“Gymnastic rigging, a battered haven’t the right attitude. I weed them ab-fest that followed their . tin ‘ 

‘ombone in two pieces a huge tin out Dey hurry. Oh, Idon’t fire anyone. I ie vocational school office afte Billy 
miveehammer — the. kind’ Ghat just don’t give them any attention and Ven had finished his Tak a fi , 

mefedes! (ihe front half of a srotesque then I find out very soon whether they seamen ofthe local watee oon 6 1 if 

Peel that Billy refers to really want to be someone or whether there ever liveda parirme the ‘didn’t 

ffectionately as ‘Sparky’), a cigar-box they are just coming out for the fun of drag up out of the past he nu have 

Mietetable filled with whiteshields 1% If they come in and complain, wesit heen a whirling dervish in some walled 
for living statues, Billy explains), a down and havea good talk and get a lot city of India 
attered brown felt hak wath 8 Maiietic of things settled, one way or the other.’ ” “ ‘Remeniber Zeno? Billy Van would 

e red feather (wear it one way and shout, grinning from ear to ear, his 
‘ou look like Napoleon, turn it another Jan. 12, 1939 pipe waving in Billy Schultz’s face. 

ay and you look like one of the Marx BILLY SCHULTZ AND “ ‘Zeno! Remember him? Say I'll 

rothers), ropes, medicine balls, and a BILLY VAN RECALL TROUPER never forget him,’ the other Bill would 

undred and one other bits of Days of 25 Years Ago shout back. 
araphernalia clutter this room. P “ ‘Two of God’s children’ spread a Erom'Z tos! 

Thinks Onl : our-ring circus over the floor of the “ « 1 
“Billy liek ce Be a of Vocational School office last night and pla ee ae 

‘apeze ropes, bars off a chair and relived incidents of the days when the thin 's weren’t going so well Bill we 
ffers it to his visitor only union in the circus business was a Toke anu ie a Be these Bee 

eee cn have tetany crestor red-underwear clown costume. and the erated oe eae 

chool in the world?’ the rea rer “ ‘God’s children,’ according to Billy al habetin lly, lik eae : did. 

gins. : y Van, veteran trouper, mayor of When Dey think e Zeno they didn't 

h a . we ey make I don’t know pied et ee ch, i any dough left. So the boss called 

ope an aon chultz. soecmmcrs! im in, patted him on the back and 

y getting to be known “mw € God’s chi ayials said: ‘Zeno, you come back next season 
Il over the country you know.’ : me of God’s children’ himself, and you'll get your money then.’ Well 
Bite ancose so bat I've deserrncked Billy Van spent an hour or more Zeno was a nice guy, you Pomember 

or anything. If the kids make it work See a a Schultz — him, and he left without his pay...’ 
at’s all I care about. They’re a fine another of ‘God’s children’ another “Yeah, we always used to say if they 

Beene You know thin | GHiee iaE veteran trouper and Manitowoctrainer don’t pay you the first week, they won't 

farned easily. Practice, practice, Seer the second.’ ” un 
ead ae what it takes. Why, on Old Friends “Billy Schultz laughed. 

eter “a of seven boys that went to a e two Billies knew each other ‘Sure, well the next season came and 

Br four ast Saturday stuck together since the beginning of time,’ Billy Van Zeno goes back to the show see. He 

Stine te I can show you their said last night as he met Billy Schultz walked on the lot and the boss saw him. 
foun S taken when they started and for the first time in 25 years. For the ‘Hey, Zeno,’ he yells. ‘How are you?’ 

ass este this year and you won’t first time since they played together on Zeno looks at him and yells back. 

hy fille, eae . terete ore how the oo pane Circuit up in big-time ae ye migan, Zeno? I changed my 

I out. Would you believe it, vaudeville. act. I’m Ajax!” 
ney missed only one day of practice in “ What ’ya mean, Schultz?’ Van “ Why, we used to play the Orpheum 

The two years. But now, they’ve got shouted after he and the local Billy Circuit when the whole blamed thing 

y’re going places. finished pounding each other on the was New York, Chicago, ‘Frisco, Los



Angeles and back to New York,’ Billy we take ’em or they hike out Ordinarily, the requirements for s 

Schultz said after he finished laughing themselves. But its a good thing. They certificate are a college education 

about Zeno. got something to sell now if they can’t summer school credits. . . it has 

“ ‘Sure, but we stayed in those spots get jobs.’ awarded in recognition of 

two or three weeks or more at a time,’ “Sure, they get the germ.’ Schultz outstanding work and accomp 

Van added. laughed. ‘My kid’s got it. Say, talking ments of Mr. Schultz in ph 

Recall Old Days about germs, remember those early education. 

“Then both Billies stopped andlook CUS wagons?” 3 ; “ “All of us teachers spend a g 

at each other, laughing at nothing at «Re member em? They crawled,” deal of time studying psychology 

all except the pleasure of renewing old Yeah, they had to fumigate ’em —_ most of us have acquired a volur 
acquaintanceship and recalling old ey ey and then we had to go to oe ee said ne Nimft 

a hotel to sleep. making e presentation. ‘E 

ans, tell you, Lester, they’re God’s i ‘Remember Sime Silverman, used Schultz had none of these, yet I fee 

children, those old troupers,’ Van said. oun Variety?” Van asked.’ could all learn a great deal a 

‘They are the kindest, friendliest, i ‘Sure.’ ’ : psychology from him. He is a 

gentlest, pleasantest, most loyal He died, too bad, nice guy,’ Van teacher and deserves the 

don right heat people on earth. Why went on pon) ’ commendation that we can award i) 

not one of em would’t do anything in ‘And they both went on. Dragging Many times at conventions @| 

the world for you. Right now youcan go up one old trouper after another. One _ teachers’ conferences throughout 
to any of ’em and they'll give you the old rope climber who did an act despite country I have been asked if I co 

ahist off thain back the fact both legs were cut off, is a a circus man to start a school in 

WAG the atartGe Ane depression, you millionaire real estate dealer on Long city or that city. My answer is al} 

know, we had the actors’ kitchen in Island. Another runs a chicken farm. the same. I tell those school men 

New York. We fed 3,000 of ’em there Another a boarding house. They are they can get the same equipment 

every night. Everybody connected scattered all over the face of the earth, that they cannot get a Billy Schul 

with the show business could get in. If and the Billies brought them back fora —_ and without a Billy Schultz the 

you had the money you paid two few moments of reminiscence. be no circus. 

dollars and fifty cents for your meal £ God's ea. 2 said Billy Van. Modestly Accepts 

and fifty cents each for three other See ea a “Mr. Schultz in accepting the a 

guys. If you didn’t have two bucks you May 26, 1942 said that it made him very happ 

didn’t pay anything. You’d go in and STATE BOARD WAIVES with characteristic modesty he gal 

sit down at a table and everyone you RULES TO MAKE credit for the success of the show 

ate with might be eating free, but you BILLY SCHULTZ AN performers and his ‘old timers 

never knew it. They’re God’s children, I ACCREDITED INSTRUCTOR expressed the hope that they wo 

tell Vou “The State Board of Vocational and be together again for a bigger 

‘And Billy Van, who says he slept Adult Education has made William G. __ better performance in 1944. 

more nights on a ring bank than in a (Billy) Schultz, director of the circus (The war intervened, however, 

bed, puffed his pipe emotionally. school classes here, a duly accredited there was no performance in 1944 

Remember Prevost? Billy Schultz instructor in recognition of his work next one was In 1946.) 

pe Pe used to be teamed with Joe with Manitowoc young people. ) 

eens i 5 4 “A certificate . . . designating Mr. April 26, 1946 

“ Sure,’ Van grinned. ‘Say, Brown’s Schultz as a ‘Senior A Vocational BILLY Cette SPELL$E 

doing pretty good for himself, isn’the? —_teacher,’ was presented . . . at a dinner CIRCUS TO LOCAL FANS, 

He made good. Out in Hollywood now. tendered 150 persons who took part in “William G. (Billy) Schultz, . 

Tused to throw Joe:in an act years the recent circus by the local again busy with his acts whipping: 

ago,’ Billy Schultz said. He was a swell Vocational Board i: aS ian ae tntaiehape £6 ae 

kid.’ 
sabe 

; 

“ ‘Sure, swell kid,’ Van mused. ‘You Requirement Waived performance ee 

oe I pened inthe ottie when I was “The certificate gives Mr. Schultz an pec joropme ae eweer ad id 
six-years-old and that was my first act. accredited rating as an instructor. When Lae ee or the ta 

I was thrown across to acock-eyed guy. 1 atk ees ee Ee es er Se 

He used to worry me. I never knew if he a ie ally; near ffir aa 

was looking where he was catching or * = ee oe at 2 a es hi : 

catching where he was looking.’ : presen 1pe anG Awe) Caan 
We ae es , When St. Boniface’ Cub Scout 

I’m training my kid,’ Billy Schultz ~s 66 held it: es ight 

said ‘He wants to learn.’ eos end) a Sy Cae 
: my week, Billy and his wife, Linda, 

He’s Got Rhythm sos sitting inconspiciously in the 

we ee mere cow lee an od ny row off to one side when a nine-yeapé 

the rhythm,’ Van said. ‘Say, I left the rR youngster in a clown suit recogm@®' 

road in 1924 with my wife. She was a Ci ai ee him. { 

prima donna. We have three kids and ee TI | h } e 

they were all little tykes. We said to em pe p et beat, aoe as api 

ourselves, no one-night stands for fie ao \3) lik al ay Mes ah te?” iW Ba € 

them. They aren’t going through what ew ee ix Cae aL 4 : i nh fia ih‘ 

we went through. So we got a farm up Re ws age Pa, Atak Gi “ e — ] 

in New Hampshire. Well, youknow,we |) 9) ig \ wee aks pis if a fall t, 

had ten trunks of equipment. When a6 Pa 4 | y Wee ar ae a ead og 

those kids were able to walk they got . fd al ' . ae Be ae Bein Fee a * Alat 

into those trunks. There must have a al id ; . all a 8 en a ai na h ne 

been circus germs or something in’em, yl ae eae ie wore gob Broun Gand eee 

because ever since then they have been ot A Nae A a re Fy crew,ol youthful admirers rola 
Beeb asics Tavine “oudical oi oe that almost stopped the show. S¢ 

singing, Payne is a natural with the youngsters ae 

instruments and string wires and Clown with coke bottle, Don Underberg, he worked he spun them yarns @! 

trapezes and ropes all over the place. Frances Wick, center and Bucky early days with old wagon si 

When there’s a show within 50 miles Ramminger, clown at right. When the evening performance ‘



eo i atari bookings in Chicago he chose 
Se Poe _ Manitowoc so he could visit Schultz 

YY aie pe ag ; whom he had not seen in nearly 10 years. 

baci Va © 1. So when Billy went home to lunch 

— Wednesday noon, who was seated at 

j the dinner table but De’Liberto. . . 

1 <i “Last night Schultz visited the 
Capitol. De’Liberto stopped his act and 

J had Billy stand up and take a bow from 

Fi) his seat on the first floor. It was a 

a tribute from one veteran performer to 

s é another.” 
c 3 ‘ - 

5; { ’ August 3, 1953 

4 \ SCHULTZ, CIRCUS PAL 
. 1 REMINISCE 

] / “Circus day is always an exciting 

] / ‘ te one for most people but there wasn’t a 

. : child in Manitowoc more excited or 

, y anxious than William G. (Billy) 

5 : y Schultz." 

y , i ; = “For him it was more than just a 

é . & i circus day — it was ‘old home week’. 

ee el “For him it wasn’t the elephants and 

v gay colored wagons. Schultz a former 

/ 3 . 4 circus performer himself, had his 

: y / a! i , finger on the pulse of the circus and to 

, W f F him circus day meant meeting a host of 
, ¢ ‘ _ old friends with whom he had trouped 

, . 4 ‘ the country from one end to the other. 
ii ’ 4 “« : . 4 tila 

a : > ¥ Of primary interest was a visit with 

+ f ce. / : Charley Bell . . . Bell, an old partner of 

a es A Ca Schultz... has a get together with Bill 

a ia” ma j each year. When the circus misses 

\ 7 es Manitowoc, Schultz hits the road and 

“A catches it at the town nearest home... 

A : “Bell, 69-years-old, has forsaken his 
role as a top acrobat and like many of 

he Gauchos — perhaps one of the greatest acts Schultz developed, the Gauchos include: Ray the former stars, has settled down in 
‘hielen, Eugene Rosinsky, Ray Rosinsky, Gordon Powaliscz, Richard Jagodinsky, Bernard Clown Alley. 
Armstrong, Harvey Rosinsky and Clarence Albrecht. Their five high sommersault is “Early Sunday morning Schultz and 

ecorded in the Guiness World Book. : his wife piled into the family car and 

bver they corralled him again and he _as I can get around to handle things drove out to Calumet Yard where the 
Wad a tough time breaking away to _ the show will go on and on.’ cars of the performers were sidetracked 

eep a late appointment. “There were tears in his eyes as he and they picked up Charley for a day at 
“A lot of people like to look through noted the enthusiasm with which his the Schultz home. (Scrapbooks Mere 

ld albums and scrapbooks to relive performers applauded his decision...” hauled out and many triumphs were 
che past. This is my album,’ Schultz relived by the pair.) 
‘@pnswered in response to a question oT, SE, ey 

Moncerning his interest. ‘I started out William G. (Billy) Schultz and his August 4, 1953 
| Bhis way with backyard circuses and I wife Linda Geisler Schultz who were TRUNK WITH PAST 

an remember all the dreams I hadin married Nov. 14, 1922 at Hammond, REJOINS CIRCUS 
t@hose days. Seeing these youngsters Ind. celebrated their silver wedding “A familiar sight absent from the 
{pnd their make-believe takes me back a anniversary with 200 guests at a buffet Ringling retinue for a number of years, 

,gens ways.’ dinner at the Veterans Club. Another resumed its rightful place with the 

fq “All this comes back to him now as milestone reached. company Sunday and although it may 
ape watches the kids perform, so if Bill be slightly changed, many of the old 

gupnt mingling with the acts on the P timers recognized it immediately. 

ocational gymnasium floor, and you In 1948, yet another circus was held “The item was a large theatrical 
eally have to see him, don’t look for but this one was the last. He continued trunk, its side emblazoned with a 

i at his home. Inquire around the to teach however. collection of stickers. . . 
esp atest neighborhood backyard circus. “Billy Schultz . . . parted with it 

gcU can lay odds ten to one that’s March 30, 1950 willingly — but there were tears in his 

: here you will find him, puffing his ACROBATIC PAIR OF eyes. Throughout the years the trunk 
Pe and having the time of his life.” ANOTHER had been dutifully dusted and waxed 

a ERA HAS A REUNION and Billy spent considerable time with 
: Hae ane “There was a happy reunion in it, going over his costumes and storing 

z, SCHULTZ CIRCUS Is Manitowoc . . . The occasion was the his scrapbooks in it. 

nl A FIXTURE HERE visit here of Giovanni De’Liberto, “Why the tears? E ae! 

3d “Speaking last night at a banquet member of the Vaudeville act of Coco, “TI kind of hate to see it go,’ Bill said, 

alpven for the circus troupe . . . Schultz Steve and Eddy now appearing at the ‘but I’m sure glad to see it going back 

; @Spelled rumors that the show might Capitol Theater. One of his partners in into show business.’ 
sif2Ve given its farewell performance. anine member troupe, the Karl Eugene “The parting came about as the 

caf. Quitting now would be like cutting Acrobats . . . was Billy Schultz. result of Schultz’s recent visit to the 

my right arm,’ Schultz said, ‘as long “When Giovanni had a choice of __ Ringling lot. . . Going through Clown



Ailey (with Charley Bell), Schultz going to have dinner with a friend’s Schultz as a consultant for the 
noticed one clown with a dilapidated family, he walked into Kubsch’s at gymnastic productions, but he chose 
trunk which showed excellent promise Kellnersville to be greeted by more stay at home. ‘It is the time of war, an 
of falling apart. A short talk and they than 60 of his former student circus his graduates spread throughout 
made the trip back to the Schultz home stars who had planned a surprise world to serve their country. Our gue 
where Billy hauled the prized party. wrote and received 20 letters a we 
possession from the attic, emptied it “It was a festive occasion in which from them. He did what he could { 
and presented it to its new owner. Mayor Walter Koepke was the guest keep up their morale,’ Georgia 

“It was bread cast upon the waters. speaker and he paid high tribute to stated. 
Scarcely had the trunk been unloaded Billy Schultz. “In 1946 Schultz retired to half-tin 
in Clown Alley than one of the clowns “ Tet other cities talk about juvenile service for pay, but he maintained ful 
walked up to Schultz, slapped him on delinquency,’ Mayor Koepke said, time service to the youth of 
the back and introduced himself. He ‘they never had a man like Billy community without pay... 
was one of the former Aerial Schultz. If we had more men like him in “Georgiady cited four incident 
Cromwells, once one of the best known Manitowoc, our problem with typical of Schultz’ career with youth 
trapeze families under canvas — a youngsters would be solved.’ He told “A fifteen-year-old delinque 
friend whom Schultz had neither seen how he had been the first to sign the developed, under Schultz’ trainin, 
nor heard from in almost 20 years.” testimonial which the city council into a nationally known-teeter boat 

presented Schultz in 1948... artist. His name is enshrined among; 
“|. .He commented that, living those who died in the Battle of 

mk cee eeecae across from Schultz, he had seen Billy Bulge. 

A ‘MITE TIRED’ ON a ee ey “A little mentally retarded girl tod: 
75th BIRTHDAY At 7 y CBES he does this and after has a trained dog troup under the b 

“The city that forgot grew young reading in the papers about that top, thanks to Schultz’ training wh 
again and the odor of tanbark and the workout with the youngsters a no one else seemed to care. 
glamour and fascination of pink acrobatics before he came home I can’t “Undernourished and. underpri 

lemonade took over once more as help wondering why, he puzzled. leged youngsters never knew they we 
townspeople remembered and dropped Schultz interrupted with ‘it had to be receiving charity when Schultz ga 
in to say happy birthday to William G. finished if I wanted | to go fishing them coins for performing tricks. 
(Billy) Schultz as he observed his 75th Saturday morning .. . “When Schultz collected fees for h 
birthday. November 2, 1955 troop’s performances they wel 

“, He was just a ‘mite tired’ but you BILLY SCHULTZ’ LONG equitably divided among t 
might have been too, had you spent SERVICE TO YOUTH youngsters. Schultz received 
Friday afternoon in training and ACCLAIMED BY LIONS — recompense. 
tumbling with some 60 boys and girls “The Lions Club Tuesday night “ “Today,’ Georgiady concluded, 4 
— little tykes mostly; who swarm to the honored a man who has devoted the is a rich man — not in the sense 
Vocational School gymnasium after last 30 years to community youth money, but in deeds and friend 
school each day to work out with ‘Mr. service. — Tonight we honor an illustriou 

Circus’. “Willaim G. Schultz was presented citizen, for our guest has left stron 
“Part of the day he slipped away to with the club’s 10th annual dis- bodies, straightforward youth, an 

his favorite fishing hole on the Shoto tinguished service award. pride in his home and city.” 
River, settled down with his ever- “As Alexander Georgiady presented 
present pipe and watched the corks of the certificate to the 75-year-old circus June 92) 1956 

his pickerel poles weave patterns in the poe a crimson “ apt yore BILLY SCHULTZ. PACKING HI 
warm autumn sunlight. Next to the ros. Circus poster unfurled down the CIRCUS GEAR FOR LAST TIMI 

circus, fishing is his major concern. Yet wall of the Hotel Manitowoc dining qeaditionl fell. bythe wave 
even as he sits and fishes he becomes room. — z i Tharsdi digock BM HabiC eh 
the hub of a group of youngsters asking “A ringmaster’s whistle shrilled and See auBhten Aa 
him questions designed to get him the sige oar spite sing sped ae vr 
started on another of his many tales of unseen into the corridor, blazed into | ep 3. 
the circus...” a the ‘Billboard March.’ Three clown... " =| a Fa a 

In regard to his students who became tumbled into the dining room and went eh ns 2a 

professionals the article said: “He through the bucket brigade routine . . . mh ; Pi 
donated his training time, made the Schultz’s son, William, Jr. . . .made a : fe. 
contacts with agents and acts for those surprise appearance. He sprang onto Yael bit 
willing to go on the road and never took the speaker’s table executing a WN. } 
a penny for his labors. Long distance sommersault and a handstand. _ a 3 
telephone calls and telegrams came out “The honored guest stood bathed in a ca i 
of his own pocket. glare of camera lights, a cigar clamped td e 
“Many delinquent youngsters were in his broad smile. His voice breaking aa aaah ifuns} j 

turned over to him by probation with emotion, Schultz said, ima \\ 4 an 
authorities and he helped many misfits Everything I want to say would take : \ "| in 
find themselves in a lucrative hours ene hours. This is ie 
profession.” something I’ll always remember — Pd 

something I’ll take to my grave with A F ‘ ry 
October 8, 1955 me. You are all wonderful — God bless Tie | f j T 
ee Gincue GETS ae He received a standing PN i r Ms P 

“Parlier in the day, in anewer toa ©, Potrowing @ page from Ralph sy “a@hy Bae 
uestion as to what he would wantif he eee are Cnn ae te ue ay r : y 
nid wish for one thing, he said, he Georgiady cited highlights Poe nUl ey ie, lA A 

would like most to see his old ‘grads’ of Gras Wem siince hn ot ae Safet ae ona at all times bi 
his i former circus school together and daughter. eepecaIE hen aera were learnim 
aa i Se “Georgiady recalled that the an act. Schultz watches Dale Maule in chal 

Saturday night, believing he was University of Illinois (in 1941) wanted PP 27!" to jump. Others are unidentifiel



ars standing brou, 4 ght to 
ded poignancy to the si aes dah 

oe e back i 

ot ea enna Wien @ (ailly) “epily a EN 
ee 

: 0 wate aM : Bill sed 
ers exci q 

st time.” ‘ircus gear for the City, Sekt sme Caw cpus sv id s ae 

(Gchultz resigned as physi 1956. In Sain in early Aenean, a 
shows ve sev 

cn tg gesigned as > fuieal bee is oe of 1957 word ated : program vamenten 8 and a service 

s home and move to Be willsell was foachiiis the 77-year-old Schultz peer mode Maing 

jchigan, where he and hi ay City, and in M g mens’ conditioning cl Santee Ges a High Seo 

e with their daughter.) is wife will group of 95D of that year he divbied sarees Orpheum sae 

“Regularily as clockwork h City YMCA ne who presented the B © ie thie i cenit 0 ee oa wy Mca (eer Sossaronae ay Thanksgiving week arce nights of 

fore he set to work and AE typepipe William G Billy) Se ae 
| 

inted eyebrows arched es June 19, 1958 Pod \unntt ble son as use ed brow mc even higher ree eh the home of his son a Beca' E BEGINNING 

a height othe pe oS seunerating eee ee one of Sehuliz'a “old 

i. | : hes C ; %, > a 

ae . in he ner e, Linda, died T’ve asked Wesley g eecenal friend, 

go pores some remembrances hg ee 

enagerie and "see face ans ¥ sr eo ce cven A spotlights BL ‘es : 

| . i rview 

Sec ieee la ree oi oe 
ngly and packed i , folde illy Sct eo ae 

id trunk. Off peng ¢ away inthe t; Billy Schultz was “Mr. Circus”. Hi fistent Schule chen = 

wn the trunk lid. S on makeup and Acca school becam elmer : msvinhis theo 

Ke another a 
was ready nae ae poeaae such sence ak "SB oe

 

Thursday was different i Pout Mon fe — : . eee 

= missing for now there ie pipe 
Pathe Reece 

pradabed ‘by Boy Se bee ini 
an aie 

e circuses to look fi iene eae io natona hook aia ies 

0, was the trunk orward to. Gone th eas pad hand Men : ee 

STs old .clov rough such prestigi Sue Shera i Bana et : 

: | : onal . hapa after that 

ously folded Thured: it was otc aa a olliers, Life, pRalbook 
met Monday in an a ‘ 

makeup and mi ay, minus ; urday Eveni , 00 met for the ime at the Orphe 

acked tenderly faa the pipe and 2 His local voiseneat Post. pooh es 160 ‘TS bays a 

Il become the an old suitcase. It ccording to the 193980 wenir sate gy ae . 

hultz, Jr., f property of Bill program, when Bi souvenir ina littl m. Westarted to 

is father's es years a star ao eile a cold Cah Th cael am handstand ond exert oh 

; 3 , . ee ed “Ee ane ema re ae cently eee evera Stage 
es e ee ss cosh races ere oe pas bie eee y aa used to build a 

ipment which e circus acticioner, a good fri ‘his jade dou 

hool Board ich the Vocati Within three d oe ay : ca . ; 

had gi cational had hree days after hi ival he Bonwell recall ce 

er a farewell di given to his father a | obtained relief,” b tes oral ea "eden 

“The school inner last week. the ‘suggestion of hi ut then through —or roll i raed aut aurea ao 

ill not di ols tradition, ap ji responsibilit eee he win ae Oe 

: e. It will mer parently decid y of raising a fami : e 60 fot high pend 

ies. For man: merely change as ed to settle down h Gee. ita ah aig ied s ao i ee n here. f ‘oot high ceilin, ; ‘rom 

: learned laided =r > waiting for tandards ae 

achin arned.all the ti an ‘shot do sh : : 

w ia acrobatics. He decode of  standon Eig eo purchased a hot dog members under Sch Ln
g : a “i es = ghth Street.” gz os under Soauienae by the 

: a | Z sab s direction. 

aighten out ad watched his father BOY SCOU Schl Sc ear : 

upes such world f: i time ave Be a : z 
as the Ringlin; famous In their free ti ope Gr erm. — 

ey stopped here te Yacopi’s when 
gathered at S halt area Boy Scouts Griffin to perf 7 “Bill hed Fem and 

ents to iron out b etween engage- hamburger, hat ve ee tio waa. th a ee 

Young Bill nadie in their act. petra his a mts of cious ie demand : th tee 

ha ee cole ok le ahi ete = 
kosh and i all scale i Ane ecutive , a | Me 

ulpment. a uilt some of his eee Seuli’ Boy Scout executive ey ae ‘Garath book es 

alt nent dearer i ‘Y’ gets M i 
Bell and acts 

al sia = 

See Circus School di the Billy Maes re fae: ot ts gai 
: “S,cu'Sh e the Billy Mead, eens a eaes thi “Bill would t ne Pe > 

nal headlines.” scouts — and Aeautl tion of that time from hi oa pt beg he rat thing the thea 
: tee that in fom bis boy a 3 _ first thing the Ness 

n, i snd 

= ee ee aon nk ee u’re out’. 

hultz, EANAL NOTES ‘ program oa highlight of the year’ ones alway phere wer 

2h tz, the man be on Billy circus and ia ee seat se a" - 
: galy 5 186 Sita ake sum for the oop HE oo nan ene 

a Council, rk by the Manitowoc ye ti Se ae Schulz, , ; oe ee 
c erati’ : a ¢ : 

cn oer s item of August 21 South ath st. ae stand ‘on Oro ra sae =
 

ickpot and : Last week he hi , time gym instr s engaged as a part rer history) ¢ ce ci Las he it a 7 z instructor at th i. one hg a 0 ol Bs: ae weak he a em e Orpheum. 
istory) th Diga 

d sin 8es about three ortherns. was th ae ) snd ost amare 

Sting ii the teachers pe four a week oan second annual Oe Co 
ae ut The 0 s 

utfit as a fa ve him that di g of eight acts trai a. obiad EA Manitowe 

rewell gift he has ‘All ected by William G. (Bi yeshale, Hollows arama 3 

ced by Wil on bale . ation was prompted eine 
sagen sibs oe olloween’s ceoreca cae 

and a circus peat eo chalte on by Schultz



(and 6 or 7 others) played a major part Again we turn to the newspapers. In Circus talk... 

in the entertainment proceedings.” a September 1, 1936, Milwaukee “Anyone who sits alongside Cs 

While “Bozzie” wasn’t sure of the Journal, Ione Quinby Griggs writes: performers between acts,” Mrs. Gy er 

years he said he attended two such “The gym is as atmospheric and wrote, “gets an earful of cf ic 

celebrations, one on the southeast busy as the big top when they start parlance . . . doing a belly well me BS 

corner of 7th and Jay Streets (Rahr has putting up trapezes and props. Mr. twisting feet together and ma fi 

a silo there now) and one year on the Schultz is everywhere directing his revolutions around the bar. A di th 

courthouse steps. workmen and performers and showing lock is simply hooking the t 

Schultz’s old partners tried to them a hundred and one things about around the rope. The hock hold meg },¢ 

pursuade him to return to their act. He circus art. Now he is in the dressing to hang by your ankles. The front rol yo 

sold his stand and prepared to leave. room giving a quiet suggestion to a standing with your feet on the bagi a 

But then a number of influential clown for his makeup. Now he is birds’ nest — well that’s hard or 

businessmen intervened and he was showing a new girl how to wrap her explain .. . (Imagine) a picture of agf s] 

offered a job which he accepted (at arms with tape to keep from slipping with her head hanging down on @ b: 

Adams School) when another holds her... side, her hands somewhere else ang a1 

Paiste ei —< fees bullae to “All circus work contains an element final sommersault.” 

e Adams School. “At first we had to of danger, so each parent is obliged to . 

practice after 9 p.m. at night in the sign a slip agreeing not to nae the ae tee ae Times ee 4 

third floor gym. About six months or so school or instructor for accidents. To DU tae peal TOU H 

later classes were changed so we were date there have been few accidents. EP aait 1 See ne mea cl 

able to goin there at5 p.m. and practice “The instructor tried out the pupils Syary a ae A giet at four Gan 

until 6:30 one or two nights a week. on the ground first. Some he never Tyee eb Seat ay contin y 

“Then when the new school allows off the ground. ‘Everyone isn’t a 2 es rahiaw Pecans 

(vocational) was built, we went over fit for work in the air’, he said... In eae eae re fe are Sine B 

there. The first indoor circus at the new picking out acrobats Mr. Schultz Feetha oo ‘ eer Sane ie v 

school was held in 1933 and was for the scrutinizes the aspirants thoroughly mete Bee oF ai dee 7 b 

benefit of the gym equipment,” and picks certain ones for ‘top notchers aBe 1 PRE meee Th wae it 

Boswell said. (Other circuses were held ... understanders and...middlemen’.” sicher Ee areera Paik - * 

in 1935, 1937, 1939, 1942, 1946 and Mrs. Griggs also quoted one of Heme tai aahine ban 01 aT en e 

1948.). Schultz’s students when she said, “Mr. iwelvevenrold aa ore 

Performers provided some of the Schultz never gets mad at us when we i a 2 aes, . aie Ne pe 7 f 

circus equipment. Trapeze ropes were don’t seem to catch on. Sometimes he He ee ‘di aes ati ieee kd as 

wrapped in butcher-type linen and grits his teeth and walks away for a ane anh ae ing oe ont it 

sewn. Girls made their canvas slippers. minute. But in a moment he'll turn. Raper magne Dormer pee ae 0 ved 
te by fee Wes 2 vest, and a youth attired only in I 

‘When we put up the five-bar it was smiling and say, ‘Let’s try that ‘ i dl: . 

necessary to put something in the again’.” 
is wa ae y up a 

ceiling to hold it up.” he said. rope stretched from floor to ceilingg 2 

Using scaffolding, Boswell and — lo oo Oe ES : 

Archie Schuette drilled holes through : Aw i s f 

plaster and wire mesh. “We drilled : . ee . 2 

holes all the way around in a circle in NAC / 

this one beam and then went over to NM ae 

the other beam and did the same thing. “ONA  e 1 

The job then was to get this great big a ee oa j 

heavy four-inch extra-heavy pipe with 7D, : 0 t 

a steel rod up inside there.” They \ op, See ] 

“worked and sweat” but got it done, “ ‘Awe... a t 

and then tacked the pipe into the beam 4 a , Xo aun ae oo f 

to make it solid. z ~ Oo i) ee f 

They were, he said, always informal My : i | é 

and always managed to have a good u : x “ac  . 

time. Boswell’s job varied from holding aie / ~,> - : 1 

little kids doing hand stands, = : Fk 
sommersaults and cartwheels, to \\ a, ] 

working with the perch pole, Risely i 5 ie r)] ee 

work, juggling kids on his feet, the (ita ny ( 

rocking tables, to participation in Ebi | ue s : f ( 

many of the clown acts, in particular in (ht 4 a ‘ : a. ] 

with Don Underberg and Archie i i iin i AL ee ] 

Schuette. (Today, those who remember if i ia j a l| : ; 

still refer to them affectionately as the \ j va et wy 4 ei ( 

“three clowns”.) yo ‘) i | | oN ase - ] 

Boswell smiles as he recalled the WP ged wii Pee , ] 

exploding 12-gauge shotgun shell used i Yl il] ee || ee | "Se “ ) 

in an act. “Everyone got acharge out of ‘ : UME I aia koe” F es i — lL] 5 

that one,” he said. Sky Ral ell ES, ee ee i Be . 

And while they performed and vy if y Bas Ml Pq sete Ae URS | ee ) 

clowned, Boswell said, they also (ot ae Le poe ~ ——— | 

learned discipline. The circus always ae eee ee , acca as | 

began promptly at eight o’clock. “If cm NBT ey ee. 

anyone was late they got it verbally. ROS ee es re ee aaa ei aime ' 

With Bill it was better if you were 15 RSC pares enc ae ls Hg ee eee Sais... | 

minutes to a half hour early. He re Nea aie ese a Ter 

believed in promptness and felt it Cinta Aas oi ula a ah ; het SC 
: : s = *. ” S rean 10 ni Tr a me § | 

helped people in easing dicpine” Gowns 1 Bol Bn Urb and Wi is ea prom 
‘jeetiecenenemnn 

‘avorite routine.



«Gchultz, attired in blue pants and r a a os 

sweatshirt, goes from group to IP a ' coat 

oup, offering advice in a quiet, ae ae SD. se 
Piendly manner. He seldom raises his f. » : <a er a 

ice. Frequently he demonstrates, Cm ee a A 
voice. Se Fe pune i 

oing through the difficult phases of Bs b= he Cy q\- CH: 

ene performance in slow motion while ; scapes, as es ica o> 
the youngster watches. ; J WN ae 
“And he clowns, Billy Schultz ero ¢ er ans 

becomes Billy Lester. He dances a jig, aie > eee As 

rolls his eyes, puts on a show. Now he’s F _ Se i Ar aioe 

a snake charmer, a slimy green reptile : cs P fee a: 

entwined around his neck. He does a \ Se NN ul 
slinky hip-weaving dance. And then | \ me Ts 

pack to work, but the tension is broken - ty ba s ~ 

and rehearsal goes forward smoothly. -. yy L Fi 

“Billy sometimes has to take a 4 
beating to get his ideas across. His "ae 

nose has been battered countless times. . e 

He’s been kicked in the mouth, his . LZ 

clothes torn and he has been punched . 

in the eye, but he’s saved many a a 
youngster a nasty tumble. j Ces E ; : = ' 
«Their muscles are tight, you know,’ ot a plisele gives a Eee of some of the equipment used in producing a circus. 

Bill says. ‘and it’s just like getting hit : 

Bee eproom handle. As) they ject Others also left later to become i part Boy Scout Circuses 
pect, ey pe amigo i fla relax of the entertainment world. — a 1953 — Orpheum Theater — 

ao ore er Fi A ae Dae story includes the names of Clarabelle Thanksgiving Week, 1926 
When the circus is in winter eh , 

Griebling and Mary Herman. April 12, 13, 14, 1928 
quarters the scouts head for (Billy Schultz waa involved 
Manitowoc. Bookers for picnics, small August 5, 1943 — Herald Times y ith the above) 
fairs and celebrations throughout the World War II intervened and many le Vocnt iSchool 
state get their previewatthetimeofthe | of Schultz’s graduates joined the Bee Oey Seo aes 

—Vocational School — 
indoor circus.” various branches of service. In August Indi oO Ci 
February 13, 1941 — Herald Times 1943 he was in contact with some 37 of SO ames : 

By 1941 52 Manitowoc area boys his proteges, writing some 20 letters a pane 28, 29, 30, poets at - ae 
ee? ; week. Charles (Chuck) Hejda was a 27, May 7-9, 1935 — April 19-24, 1 _ and girls have been placed in the : 3 : 

Meekcment world through their Japanese prisoner of war; Bob April 24-29, May 1-3, 1939 — May 4-9, 
cs in the trainin Stet Sabie Kelnhoefer was killed in a plane crash. 1942 — May 20-25, 1946 — May 17-22, 

from circus and wanaiville Greute Schultz’s son, William, Jr. was a 1948. 
Sem America. Europe and recreation supervisor at the Marine (Editor’s note: At the time the list of 
istralia Z P base in San Diego. Dorothy Drill was names was put together, we were 
Bette supplied most of the talent in the WACS. unable to locate a 1942 program and as 

sed in the Tey al Resensky, Bell Ivo Qthers were: Ray Rosinsky, Norman a result some names may be left off. 
. 209) P ys ; Hanson, Eugene Rosinsky, Harvey Because of getting monograph to Yacopi, Stolic Shows, Three Arnolds, ; ‘i A : ‘ ; 

SeNGiscn Family. Engford Show Rosinsky, Ray Augustine, Richard printer we were unable to wait until a 
ichianni’s and ihe aaaee on more of Jagodinsky, Calvin Green, Oliver program was obtained.) 

the Morris Troupes now touring i 7 ae take bn Charles Albrecht, Clarence 
i i i 2 » Albrecht, Di 
en 3 Ringing nee Clarence Albrecht, Clarence Traurig, Oe ac andsciee Rerngul 

and nine with Cole Bros. ; Eugene Mrotek, Eugene Hilke, Orville Armstrong John Armstrong 
Among the 52 many have since Matte, John Krumdick, Jr., George — Geraldine ‘Augustine Raymond 

retired in favor of marriage or a job in Haese, George Brandt, Arthur Augustine Georgiana Barnes, 
business, etc. Those who joined Tuesburg, Billy Sorge, Paul Heffernan, —_ Geraldine Barnes, Gordon Bartelme, 
professional ranks for a time or still Gaylord and Clayton Becker, William Harold Bartelme, Alice Bassman, 
Performing in 1941 include: Richard Kennedy, Richard Franken, Carl Clara Bauer, Lydia Baumann, Allen 
(Dick) O’Connor, Howard Martin, Geisler, Martin Kelnhoefer, Robert Becker, Clayton Becker, Gaylord 
Oliver Lutz, Ray Rosinsky, Harvey  Wordell, Jim Gehrig, Howard Krieser Becker, Ruth Bellin, Geraldine 
Meeinsky, Richard Jagodinsk and Kenneth Hecker. OA Belongia, Ruth Bentley, Janet 
Bernard Armstron Oia ce The draft, the story said, is still Berkedal, Dean Boettcher, Marie 
Albrecht, Ray Au, Mane He Thielen making deep inroads into circus Boswell, Wesley Boswell, Marion 
Clarence Teta, Gordon Pasties, personnel and each contigent which Brandt, George Brandt, Leslie 
Nick Everard, Noel Anderson,Bernard  @2V¢S Sives Billy at least one more — Byodkorb, Pauline Bruechert, Virgina 
Frazier, Leslie Brodkorb, John letter to iS a looking forward to Bryant, Edward Buerstatte, Elaine 
Krumdick, Charles Haese, Johnny ‘Me daywhenallhisboys’comeback.” = Buel], Lillian Burish, Delbert Butler, 
Armstrong, Robert Maurer, Anita Final Curtain Call Harley Caldwell, Samuel Caldwell, 

Fidler, Deloris Wensing, Winifred The final circus performance was Virginia Carter, Bernice Cerkas, 
eran, Violet Herman, Lawrence Hall, held in 1948 but the achievements and George Chapleski, Juanita Cherney, 
pe ivin Green, Dorothy Drill, Rose the love of the instructor for his kids Vlasta Cherney, May Chynoweth, 

Sadzinsky, Kenneth Hecker, Don will live on in the memories of those William Chynoweth, Fred Clemens, 
7 hmidt, Elaine Griebling, Josephine William G. (Billy) Schultz left behind. Paul Clemens, Raymond Connors, 
ae Elaine Buehl, Jean Hebert, We would be remiss indeed if we did not William Cushman, Dorothy Czaplew- 
_ Steffen, John Schmidt, Bernard include the names of the performers as ski, Mérleen Dehne, Bill Dicke, Vernon 
Ets Alice Theyerl, Eugene Hilke, they are listed on the programs. They — Diegle, Robert Dokey, Dorothy Drill, 

Orvincentenich, Eugene Mrotek and are the final tribute to the man, his Leonard Duebner, Harry Dwoskin, 
lle Matte, circus and school. Dorothy Edstrom, Ida Mae Edstrom,



Dennis Edwards, Donald Edwards, Kletzien, Ione Kletzien, Paul Eleanor Sypnewski, Alice They 
Mary Eisenschink, Robert Ellig, Nick Klingholz, Dawn Koch, Butch Kohls, Vernon Theyerl, Edward Thiel 
Everard. Leo Kozaczuk, John Krumdick, Raymond Thielen, Phyllis Thieg 

Grace Felber, Henry Felber, Laura Geraldine Kubichek, Edward Alice Toedter, Clarence Traurig, Vig 
Felber, Marie Felber, Anita Fidler, Kummer, Louis Lambries, Marcella Trost, Arthur Tuesberg, Edw, 
Richard Frankin, Winifred Franz, Lehman, Phyllis Lenhardt, Oliver Tveten. A 
Bernard Fraser, Ambrose Gadzinski, Lutz. Donald Underberg, Robert Vaga 
Rose Gadzinsky, Francis Galbraith, Lewis Mally, Orville Marquardt, Haren, Mary Ann Van Lanen, go 
Jack Garrigan, Carl Geisler, Paul Howard Martin, Leonard Martin, Ward, George Webster, Dolo 
Geisler, John Gelhausen, Lawrence Orville Matte, Robert (Bobby) Mauer, Wensing, Eugene Wergin, Frang! 

Gleason, Faith Goff, Sally Goff, Dale Maule, Joan McGinnis, Howard Wick, Max Woellert, Robert Word@y 
Adolph Gospodarek, Frank Gospo- Meindl, George Meisner, Chester Eva Yohanek, Serena Zandala, Uptp 
darek, Sylvester Gospodarek, Calvin Michalek, Betty Miller, Earl Miller, Ziesler, Violet Ziarnik, June Zimm@g 
Green, Clara Griebling, Elaine Lawrence Mitcheltree, Bob Moentenich, Some 235 performers are lis 
Griebling, Elroy Griebling, Gladys Danny Mrotek, Eugene Mrotek, Lucille above. But some of the programs a 
Griebling, George Haase, Lawrence Mumpy, Betty Nimtz, Bernard Novy, listed a number of other people we 
Hall, Russell Halverson, Eleanor Francis O’Connor, Richard O’Connor, were part of the show and we will g 
Hansen, Norman Hansen, Ralph Louise Panosh, Joe Piefer, Sadie list those as far as possible (Editgp’ 
Hansen, Russell Hansen, Sereno Ploeckelman, Gordon Powaliscz, note: if a person was also listed in 
Hansen, Joan Hanson, Jean Hebert, Rosemary Pyne, Margaret Radandt, band and as a performer, they w 
Edward Hecker, Kenneth Hecker, Irene Radey, Dorothea Raih, Bucky only listed once under the performemp’ 
Walter Hecker, Paul Heffernan, Ramminger, Dorothy Roepke, Arlette 1926 — 1928 Boy Scouts (musici 
Charles Hejda, Elsie Herman, Syd Rosinsky, Eugene Roskinsky, Harvey and singers): L. Brennan, Gord 
Herman, Violet Herman, Ralph Rosinsky, Raymond Roskinsky, Earl Hansen, Paul Hansen, Willi 
Heridith, Helen Hernin, Mary Rugowski, Florence Rystikan. Hansen, Charles Kippen, Jo 
Herrmann, Ruben Hertel, Delmar Richard Schaus, Don Schmidt, Napiezinski, M. Peterson, 9 
Heyduk, Emy Hidde, Eugene Hilke, Harold Schmidt, John Schmidt, Mary Rasmussen, P. Sweetman, Emanip@ 
Lester Hilke, Frank Hoffman, Florence Schmitz, Patricia Schmitz, Archie Teske and R. White. r 
Howard, Lambert Hunt. Schuette, Alvin Schultz, Billy Schultz, 1939 — Program committee headp' 
Jane Jacobson, Richard Jagodinsky, Jr., Dorothy Schultz, Marvin Schultz, Irene Braun, Amelia Danielsgp’ 

Paul Jaklin, Earl Jung, Josephine Grace Schwartz, Clyde Severson, Walter Drill, Raymond J. Johnson, 
Junk, Ray Junk, Anna Kaboth, Arthur Sobieski, Billy Sorge, Bernard Kitzerow, Marie Kohlbeck, M 7 
Winifred Kanter, Martin Kelnhofer, Stadelman, Robert Stadelman, Sandra Levenhagen, Esther Miller, E 
Sylvester Kelnhofer, Adeline Kempka, Stanzel, Delores Steffen, Hazel Steffen, Nesheim, A.L. Nimtz, Naomi Prigp’ 
Lambert Kempka, Leonard Kempka, Danny Stroub, Arthur Strupp, Julius Ludd Schuerer, Chas. Tuesburg, 
William Kennedy, Margaret Kernin, Stupecky, Ralph Sullivan, Jim Voss, Wm. Trefz, David Watson, Vi : 
Edward Kieper, Erwin Kletzien, Emily Sweeting, Deloris (Dolly) Swiggum, White, NYA Boys; Equipm 

donation, George Sladky; voca Ce SS x Wilfred Strube. 
EP im Se OO 4 oa 1948 program — property mé@, 
——— |) ie Sl William Bergquist, Walter Horstkett@,, 
eee —_—=—s \ Glen Owen, Ray Peronto, Llo 
aoe eee ee \ 2 Schaefer. 3 
—— a === 1939 and 1948 programs — Bali 
—— Pe a . members listed: David Baldwilh; 
pa ee ae ee e PY Marshal Boyd, Genrose Brunner, Pal, 
Sa al ——e Clark, Betty Cox, Robert Dicketh, 

es ———— —. ————— Ze Harold Evans, Helen Evans, Leoni 
SSS SS Bids PA Gospodarek, Don Groll, Tom Hani 
— Sete, st ge ' Howard Hanson, Keith Hans 
f “yy eC a v4 Hubert Haupt, Elton Jelinek, 
= —VO CAT \ONAD Sepp) Kovecy, Ed Krysak, Fritz Kuhl, Dip, 
—iI Aa D om pa SCHOOL t : aes Leider, Martin Lohse, F. Luchsin, ae: || . > 7 ee > ee 

yy ee © OR CIRG ie * =| rie. Thomas Melville, Ruhl Metzg 
or Be si Bb Big si US B — <n Burnett Muench, Arnold Novak, Alvi” 
ef nls a 1 9) ~~ | - Novy, Pauline Nuhs, Lloyd Ols 
i | “As @ 4 Se aN \ “3.8 te Anton Putz, Ralph Rydzewski, Eug 
ca Ni ae a § “> oP SS i ae | Schwartz, Paul Skarvan, G 
— ‘ ‘ie Pe re ba? * | Sobieski, Susan Tadych, Alvin Tite 
(4 ‘ e 2% a oI q j AGE Milton Vetter, Wm. Waak, Cl 
ey > 4 ] ba beg EMsae. 4 | | Be si Wacek, Bill Wagner, Robt. Woytal 4 
ca * § | i‘. x Coe = econ Want |! " Floyd Zeman. 

Yy KS / me“ mY fa fig Been | se Ly lS ha ears ( ) Sl } To all the above named people 4 
ae A ay | NY a3 # H Y those countless others 
a | 4 ) | aa}. — L ie 5 | participated in any way — for 
“= 5 ¢ vad (| 4H ss A) ae Ra | moment close your eyes and once ag 

Vas =e | Smale listen to the music, the sound 
I as applause and for just one more ti 

) M AY 4 = 9, INC ke ft —— 3 take a bow friends — you deserved) 
~~ he cps }) a And then take just one more for 
os - Pie man who made it all possible, Williaiy 
See ae G. (Billy) Schultz. 

Vh 
Si 

A billboard advertising the 1942 circus. Children on photo unidentified. )



AN INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM L. (Bill) SCHULTZ JR. years of teaching his biggest salary 
(October 11, 1980) was about $3,000 a year and he never 

The pridein his eyes is evident as Bill said: “he was home for a two week visit, took anything for teaching the kids 
nultz, the son, talks about his late his first in a number of years and met after school. No one ever said, ‘Bill, I’ll 

nther. But there is also a sense of the only girl (actually his boyhood give you a dollar for a lesson or $10 a 

iadness. “We just didn’t listen enough sweetheart). Last fall they were lesson’ — it was always free. : 

» his stories — we heard them so often married and during the winter, though While Schultz was proud of all his 

put then who does,” he says quietly. his wife was with him most of the time, kids, “The greatest troupe he ever 

Now he’s gone and you try to recreate he lost his taste for trouping. Three produced was the Gauchos. I’m a 

yhat he’s done and so you end up with weeks ago she came home for a visit consultant for the Guiness Book of 

couple of scrapbooks full. It’s a fairly from Pittsburgh and last week Schultz Records for Circuses. This (Gauchos 

ood story but it doesn’t give you some came home to ‘chuck the game’. and their act) is the first time the five- 

f the details you'd like to know.” “He had the entire summer booked high sommersault was ever done and 

The scrapbooks do have a story to for the state fairs and Shriners it’s now in that book. 
el], As he pages through, Bill Schultz Circuses, but he decided he would ‘quit “My father died of a heart attack 
pints out posters, letters, hand bills, while the quitting is good.’ He’s back in but,” said Schultz the son, “I don’t 
c. which tell of his dad’s friendship the old home town, the best on earth he think he really cared anymore. He 
ith the near famous and famous of says, and he will have his own home didn’t have his heart in it after he left 
other era such as Jack Benny, Joe EK. and after a short vacation he’s going to his school, Manitowoc and Shoto. Sure 

grown, the Marx Brothers, Tim McCoy look for a regular job that will give him he worked in the YMCA program in 

d Oscar Hammerstein. He was an a chance to live as normal folks live. Michigan, but,” said Schultz, “it 

xcellent acrobat and a good gymnast, “ ‘That’s what a wife can do for a wasn’t the same. There he was an 
ho, while he did play the circuses, a fella,’ said Schultz, ‘but I’m glad of it unknown — and he liked to be known. 
eat deal of his time was spend in and I’m tickled to death to give up the He had to start over again and it was 

audeville and fairs. Not only was hea game. I made some money but I figured too much.” 
ap dancer and actor, he could play the I have more than earned it.’ ”. “He had,” said Schultz the son, “a 
rum, piano, flute, etc. — by ear or with Bill Schultz, the son, closes the particular knack of being able to teach 
otes. “He designed and developed all scrapbook and begins to talk about his and this was proven in this circus 
is acts,” Schultz, the son said. dad as he knew him. “His greatest fun school here . . . the majority of the 
Among the clippings there is a was to have enough for a nickel cigar, performers my dad had could make the 

amily history of sorts. Grandfather 50 cents for minnows, put his poles on big shows today. All the performers 
Christian Frederick Schultz, an old car and drive out to Shoto and could make some show today. My dad 
odyguard to Frederick the Great in fish. I fished with him every weekend. was tremendously dedicated to serving 

e 1800’s, came from the Black Forest “To him there was no place like people. He wouldn’t have put it that 
rea of Germany to escape the Battle of Shoto. I used to gripe because we didn’t way but he enjoyed giving of himself to 
apolean to the Town of Meeme” go up north... but he never had any others. 
here they were farmers. money to do that. In the long run I “The only way he could have done 
His father, Ferdinand, who died Oct. think we caught more fish here than this is through teaching. He had the 

, 1915, for a time worked as a house anyone who went up north. He built his ability so he gave it and because he 
nanager and janitor at Turner Hall. It own fish box, a big beautiful one,” gave it many people profited. .. Every 
as through him that his son, Billy, Schultz said. person needs some help, I don’t care 
as able to practice there. Mother, “Denny Edwards (sometimes Syd who you are, and he drew them to him. 

Bertha Huebner, was born June 20, Herman) fished with us all the time,” He had the knack for being able to take 
848 in Brandenburg, Germany, and Schultz said. “One day Denny and I the cripple and build him into a fine 
ied Feb. 5, 1900. She came to America wandered down the river bank and body; to take the person who was not as 
o the Town of Meeme when she was when we came back dad was soaking intelligent as he should be — 
our. Ferdinand and Bertha were wet. He was laughing. ‘What encourage him to read, to learn; to take 
arried 28 years and had nine happened?’ we asked. What happened the kid who was a delinquent — to have 

hildren. was that he had a fish on, a huge him understand that there’s more to 
Another article in the scrapbook northern, and he got him up to the life — you should be kind, you should 
titten the year after Billy Schultz, shoreline and it got off. My dad dovein be helpful — and there’s another way 
rs. marriage to Linda Geisler in 1922, after the fish and caught him (in his to live. For the kid that needed some 

arms) and brought him out. love and attention he was able to put 
rh) = é “There were times when it would be his arm around him. For the kid who 

a 4 a ~ Oth cloudy and he’d lay down, saying he was spoiled he was able to unspoil him. 
———— rab! didn’t feel well. As soon as the sun He had the knack. Yet he never 

EB 4 pent Paes would shine, he’d say ‘you know, I feel thought ‘I’m going to do this for this 
ET 4 a e better now’, and off he’d go fishing. one or that one’ — he did it 

a , ; — That was his relaxation.” But nothing unconsciously . . . 
| ever really remains the same. On his “When people think of him I don’t 

4 eal ‘ way to Manitowoc for this interview think they think of him as a great 
; <a Bill Schultz drove past the old Shoto teacher of acrobatics as much as they 

f » & aA fishing spot. The banks were crowded think of him as a person who helped 
3 th Ly Wi e | with fishermen and somehow, said them personally . . . there were people 

«FPR \ Schultz the son, “I don’t think my dad in jail that he would go and see, or he’d 
€ a NS i would have liked it anymore.” walk into family situations that were 

ee Fe, a | ) jl iy During the summer young Schultz miserable. 
ge " traveled with his dad and various “He was the same at home,” said 

+ - Aa te circus school acts which were available Schultz, the son. “We had no big 
vd h “ey ma for hire (19) to present acts at fairs, arguments. Sure my mother would get 
a . picnics, etc. In 1936, for instance they aggravated with him once in awhile as 

; ea’, Be ei hed Weyauwega, etc. all wives get aggravated with their 
Vher, F e also recalled the summer at Oconto husbands, but he was a good husband 
sien. oe fe eo een sae eg to when he broke his leg. and father. 
ae daughter of Ed Kummer listens to “He just never accepted anything,” “There was a lot of love in our family 

ultz as he talks about his circus days. Bill Schultz said of his dad. “All those ... Today I try to do the same with my



own children. But not because he did it drinking and live the healthful life that that our grand-daughter/is in the O} 
therefore I’m going to do this... youdo he liked I carried on and now my kids School of Gymnastics and is q 
these things because you want to do have done the same thing. He would talented. She is only six-years-old a 
them. Years later you realize you were have enjoyed that.” said Schultz, the already in a class with twelve-ye 
doing the same thing. I think my kids son. olds. She loves it. 
will be the same way. I can see the way (William L. Schultz, Jr. and his wife, “My mom and dad came to live wi 
my son, Jim teaches . . . to be a good Grace, (Polly), who live at Madison, us after he retired. Dad died a ye 
teacher you have to have a sense of Wisconsin, have four sons: William A. later, but during that year, the B 
concern. (Bill), Robert L. (Bob), James R. (Jim), City, Mich., he taught and gav 

“He had a tremendous ego about Timothy P. (Tim); and daughter, circus at the Y.M.C.A. of Bay City 
physical culture. He liked strength. He Thelma L. (Tammy); who have gained he really never retired. He also did 
liked the power, the beautiful physique many awards for their physical without getting paid — he just lo 
because he had it. Then when I endeavors. Schultz is presently the circus and helping kids. Mo 
developed a physique he enjoyed the director of the Circus World Museum, meant nothing to him. j 
fact that my chest was so big and my Baraboo, Wisconsin, and his own “There are many stories and I 
arms were so big. He liked that. Now if achievements would fill another sure my brother and all of dad’s o1 
he’d see his grandkids, my gosh... monograph. We thank him for taking ‘kids’ will relate them, but one star 

they (boys) are huge and muscular. time from his very busy schedule to be out in my mind to show what kind 

“This trend of strength and the interviewed.) person he was. 

perfect body and no smoking and “His partner of many years 
came to visit us at our home 

An Interview With Dorothy Schultz Hecker Manitowoc. I was about sixteen at 
(by mail — October 1980) time. He told me many things about 

father when he was ‘on the road’, 
To Dorothy Hecker, her father, Billy approximately 10,000 people a year. It said — after a show they would hay 

Schultz, wasa“millionaire”.Notinthe _ is one super place to be. cup of coffee and a piece of pie bef 
monetary sense, however, since he had “Growing up in a family like I did going back to the hotel. This one ni 
little money, but rdther he wasrichin has helped me to relate to people. my dad only had a quarter to hisna 
friends and in his love for them. Seeing and living with the love and The coffee was a nickel and the pie wi 

“He was quite a man,” she said, warmth my dad and mom had for us dime. He left the waitress a dime ti 
“always interested in others — and everyone around them, has hada “He was like that throughout his] 
whether child or adult. Ithinkhelived great influence on me and my He gave us so much. My mom had 
his life with the motto, that God came _ husband. Now we are able to give the stop letting him take money to sch 
first — other people second — and he _ same love and concern to all who come with him because he would come ho 
came third. to Deer Valley. I know we fall short on with nothing in his pocket. He gave. 

“He never took any of the money he what they were — but we are trying. students lunch money, bus mon 
made on the circus. When he booked “T did not meet my husband, Ed, in money for shoes or whatever. But it 

his acts in the summer and weekends the circus. We went together in high came back to him in love and th 
throughout the year, all the money — _ school and did not start in my father’s what meant more to him th 

after expenses — was divided up circus until after that. He was in it for anything. 

between the performers.Everythinghe about two years as a catcher in the “Tf anyone deserves to | 

did was because he loved ‘hiskids’and _ flying act. remembered for the good he did | 

his work. “We have two children. Our others, my father does. I could wri 

“I started when I waseight-years-old daughter, Kathy is married and has book about Bill Schultz — my dad, 
in the Risely act and floor work. LaterI _ two children, a boy and girl. She lives then a lot of people could. One d 
did the swinging ladders, single and _in Akron, Ohio and is a teacher. Our maybe one will be written,” M 
double trapeze and the five-bartrapeze. son, Dan is twenty-seven-years-old, Hecker concluded. 
I performed with the circus untilIwas and is a Y.M.C.A. director at (We thank Mrs. Hecker for sha 
nineteen-years-old. Then I joined the Richmond, Va. While our children were her memories of her father with uw 
Ringling Bros. Circus for a few both excellent swimmers they were this monograph.) 7 

months, but became homesick and never acrobats. I am pleased to say 

came home — to my father’s delight. I 
think he knew I wasn’t cut out for that 
life, but pabad to let metry ~~ find _ MANITOWOC COUNTY 
for myself — very wise. If he had not let Non-Profit Organization 

me try, I always would have thought I ve SOCIETY r U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
missed my calling. ress of Communications To: Manttawoo. Wisconsin 
“When I got back I went to the ‘ 

University of Wisconsin Extension for NEWSLETTER PERMIT No. 388 

two years. I again performed with my 1115 North 18th Street 
dad’s circus and at twenty-one-years- Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220 - 
old I got married and moved to i 
Madison where my husband was 
attending the University of Wisconsin. 
After he graduated he began his career ‘ 4 

in the Y.M.C.A. in Beloit, Wisconsin. “g > 
We then moved to Y.M.C.A.’s in Se 
Michigan, New Jersey, and finally to sf 4 

Pittsburgh, Pa. There was always a f ee 

gym in the Y’s so consequently I taught ee - oe 

acrobatics and put on Gym Shows and yatiee S 

circuses at the various Y.M.C.A.’s. a 
“We now run a family resort camp in 

the mountains of Pennsylvania, called 
Deer Valley. It is a Y.M.C.A. year- 
round family camp and we serve
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