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VOLUME THREE, NOS. 2 & 3 Published by the Council on Interracial Books for Children WINTER - SPRING 1971 

PRESS CONFERENCE HELD AT PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, THE BOOK ’ —< 
' SS Se FS EE) 

TRADE JOURNAL, MARCH 15,1971, BRING ATTENTION TO THE 

URGENT NEED FOR MINORITY PUBLISHING. WE INVITE YOU TO 

READ THEM AND TO ACT NOW. SUPPORT MINORITY PUBLISHERS 

WORLD OF BOOKS. 
THE PROPOSAL 

We call for the initiation of a Development and Insurance Fund to provide minority- and advisement of applicants and recipients. Among the primary functions of this com- 
owned bookstores, compositors, printers and publishers with low-interest loans and equity —_— mittee and the administration will be the provision of technical assistance to recipients for 
capital on a supplemental basis. The Fund, which is to be an independent corporation, is _ the strengthening of their business operations. 
to be capitalized through the sale of non-voting shares to corporate and institutional in- We invite the participation of foundations, members of the book publishing industry, 
vestors. Its goal for initial funding is to be $5,000,000, and of this amount 65 per cent churches, unions, insurance companies, and teacher, librarian and parent associations in 

would be eligible for use as either equity capital investment or low-interest loans to the capitalizing of the Fund. 

operating minority-owned bookstores, compositors, printers and publishers. The remaining In view of the publishing industry’s default on its earlier commitment we call on 
35 per cent of the Fund would constitute a permanent reserve against a reasonable per- members of the Association of American Publishers to contribute individually to the Fund. 

centage of business failures and defaults on loan remittance. This reserve would be invested Each publisher is asked that minimal investment reflect the volume of profits the pub- 
in short-term notes and growth stock. lisher has already enjoyed from the publication of works by and about minority group 

The Minority Book Industry Development and Insurance Fund will be administered members. Printers, binders and paper manufacturers, whether investing in the Fund or not, 

by a small professional staff. Its board of directors will be comprised of non-contributing, are encouraged to give reasonable credit to minority publishers. Publishers are also asked 
non-recipient minority leaders from business, civic and industrial life. The management of to avoid, through consulting with the Fund, foreclosure on outstanding credit from 
the investment portfolio would be handled by a non-salaried investment advisory com- _ minority-owned bookstores. 

mittee, reporting directly to the board of directors. A non-salaried publishing operations For further details, please write the Council on Interracial Books for Children, 

advisory committee would also report directly to the board of directors. The publishing 9 East 40th Street, New York, New York 10016. 

operations advisory committee would also assist the Fund administration in its evaluation 
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ALFRED PRETTYMAN: Thank of the movement in this country,on publishers not present, in addition said what it is going to do about the For a long time now white pub- 
you. I would like to make a slight several levels, for paying more and to Mr. Smith, and of course, to the problem, and I think this should be  |ishers in this country have not edu- 
point here. Mr. Fuller and | arenot more attention not just to ethnic Council on Interracial Books for a signal to minority publishers to cated white children. So the Black 
in disagreement on that letter from concerns but to regional concerns—_ Children for airing this whole ques- seek other mays of Telene, capital, publishers have to educate white 
the white publisher in Chicago [ie., I think that this is a ground-swell tion of minority publishing, which I because I think that is where the children. And with that in mind, it 
the Robert W. Follett letter, Pub- which you really have to pay atten- think is terribly integral to a new battle is going to take place. It Snot is in the better interests of this coun- 
lishers’ Weekly, March 1.] The per- tion to because this is where your way of American life, and I would Just a problem of producing titles. try, because the big publishers won’t 
niciousness which I found in that real change is going to come from. _ like to go on record as a participant A bigger problem is distribution. be there if their buildings are burnt 
letter was in drawing the analogy I never believed that the Associa- and supporter of the position of the There is also a problem at the down. We talk about polarization. 
between putting people on welfare tion of American Publishers would _ articles. printing level. Until we control what How can polarization be stopped? 
and supporting Black publishing. keep its commitment to help capita- I would also like to bring to the —_ LeRoi Jones calls the printing press— Education will have to do it. Now, 

Among the Black publishers who __lize minority publishers. I never be- attention of those present, who and by that I mean the one that if white educators have not suc- 

have been somewhat successful in lieved they were sincere. I myself might be unfamiliar with the history _ prints the money—to a certain ex- ceeded in educating this country, 

bending the ears of certain persons never asked them for money. And of the events that happened several _ tent you're going to have problems then who is it left to? Who knows 
with access to capital is Joseph in a way, I find it an interesting and years ago and that ultimately led to _ even if you get a bestseller. You're the subject best? The minority pub- 
Okpaku, who started the Third Press sophisticated affrontry to promise this conference we're having this going to have to keep going back to _lishers. They’re there. They ‘re where 

in 1968, as a book publishing arm _ funds to a minority publisher con- morning, Carter Smith. He is to an somebody who’s going to belabor it’s at. They hayen’t been sitting up 
of his Journal of African Literature  tingent upon those monies being extent responsible for those events. you and so forth and so on, which in an office for the last 25 or 30 
and the Arts. The Third Press has matched by another publisher. And I think that perhaps Carter might in turn is going to affect your dis- years, so detached from things that 

published two books, the first of I think that’s something we ought even illuminate the policy within tribution and advertising and all that they cannot see what is relevant and 

which was Verdict, about the Chica- __ to bear in mind. the context of the Association of sort of thing. But I would hope that what is not relevant. 

go trials; and the second, Why We can’t let today pass without American Publishers, since he did if I can be, that I will be of some Believe me, I’d like to be able to 
Robert Kennedy Was Killed, willbe noticing at some point the passing serve on the subcommittee that help. I also hope that this CLOUD, will print every book that comes from a 
out next week. I would like to intro- of Whitney Young, another of our made the commitment to help the _ not leave the conference without de- minority publisher—and I've gone 

duce Joseph Okpaku of the Third leaders. It might be well for us to minority publishing and then with- _ veloping some plan to get to the Pisa oneortelmibtt cranes wiany 
Prese, remember what he said in one por- drew support. Thank you. sources of capital to make minority GE those bookasae 1 Can so mich 

tion of his last article, which ap- publishing a reality. that there is a possibility that I may 
JOSEPH OKPAKU: Itisunderstand- peared in the Saturday edition of CARTER SMITH: I am in no way loose my back. You talk about stay- 
able that some white publishers the New York Times. He calls atten- a spokesman for the Association of ing power. For 22 years I’ve sweated 
might resent having to deal on an tion to a problem of American American Publishers. I was, however, ALFRED PRETTYMAN: Charles and labored to create a printing fac- 
equal level with Black publishers. It people when dealing with minorities, a member of the subcommittee that Harris, in case you don’t know, is tory the size of Afro—Arts. A num- 
is the nature of a confused white which is a problem that American was responsible for the Association’s aa Jolin Williams, the snbatne of. ber of establishment publishers have 
liberalism to see Black enterprises as businessmen find the most repre- commitment to the concept of mi- the Amistad series. Amistad I was promised to give my company sup- 
poverty neighborhood operations. hensible of habits among others.  nority publishing. I think you are all abliched nse aes if Now Amistad port. In the course of hearing about 
Aslong as this is so they do not have _ It’s the matter of not having stay- to be congratulated—this media here, a ea a as good as these promises, I’ve gone to a lot of 
to deal with the possibility of having ing power. Young said, in brief, the Council on Interracial Books for Anand I ae ee ao been meetings on a lot of different levels. 
to compete with, and perhaps lose “Hard-headed businessmen are re- Children, and Publishers’ Weekly— Rapes cae a in establich. I've heard a lot of talk, a whole lot 

to, a Black publisher. The American _flecting the same qualities that they for taking up the cudgels where the sie ublishers’ programs orj- of talk. Now there’s a whole lot of 

public needs the broadest perspec- find so reprehensible in others: lack book trade association copped out— ie a ee ceae ps ee book disenchantment. 
tive of information possible. Without of staying power and dilettantism.” or whatever the term is that will de- marketteane Gilly foe Bischeeee 
this a healthy dialogue is impossible, | Young was speaking about pledges _ scribe the publishers’ default. If the ee Doubleday Zenith aa oF 

—___and unmecessary hostilities can not of investment in the. ghettos Rut I Asaneiation of American Publishers io the Wiley Spring Board Books. ALFRED PRETTYMAN: Thanks;~ 
be averted. It is for this reason that _ think this is something that is per- were going to take the step which it We should also not ignore the Don. I suppose it would be most 
the Third Press believes strongly that _vasive in American business society, did—whether it was for its own self- fact that aside from publishers and appropriate now to ask members of 
as many minority publishers as pos- and _ in American life in general. It interest via public relations, or moti- editors there are fliers ef unin nthe press to ask questions they may 
sible should be launched. seems to be an enormous drain tobe vated by real sincerity—and I would parts of this publishing industry have. 

The American reading public and concerned about minorities, about contend that there were members of With similar, if not more fascinating, 
the book industry desperately need the poor. It seems to be one of the the Committee and members of the trounce think one of the things EVELYN GELLER, editor of School 
Black publishers. Of course, we also things you can only be concerned Board of Directors who were sincere, that we have become even more Library Journal: 1 would like to 
need lots more Black editors. But about in spurts, because it wears perhaps naive, but sincere, in Want: = aware of is tie imaginativeness of know which of the minority pub- 
we can have 5,000 Black editors in _ you out, or it is just too depressing, ing to lend a hand—then tl think the people for messing around with our _ lishers here have childrens’ books 
white houses, and it will not make es there are shai that Ve ia! . ra : be S minds. And I have several things in _ on their lists. 
the crucial difference. The Black ike to get on with; and since they lamed. at am _ embarrasse: i ‘ 

editors in white houses fight hard are so readily at hand and since your about is the naivete of sticking one’s “ coda: an esi ALERED PRETTYMAN: I know 
to make a dent. In fact, but for life revolves around so many other _ trade association neck out as far as it great importance to me. And he is that Third World Press in Chicago 
them there would be little to talk things aside from being concerned did and then dropping out. I don’t of very great importance, I think, to has some children’s books in the 
about today. And there have been with minorities and the poor, it’s want to say that we—and I mean the development of nanan pale works, But, Joe, do you want to tell 
a few white editors, too, with in- very easy to switch off. I think this we, the subcommittee and its parent, lishing in this country—Don Holder us about yours? 
sight, especially some of the is going to continue to be the case. the Association of American Pub- of Afro-Arts—who, among many JOSEPH OKPAKU: We at Third 

younger ones. But editors, even the America wall switch us on and off. hishers, should noe nave taken this other things, is printing my books, Press plan to do two or three chil- most influential, are not publishers. And I don’t think that you can solve “excursion. People like Ron have bless “him. Don, would you say -drene’ books a year, Actually. we 
An editor has no final say on what any of the most pressing problems indicated why it was worth a go. It something? have one coming out in September, 
gets published and how, and it isin of this society living at the will of was a calculated risk, and we blew 1971. It’s titled “Children’s Voices 
these aspects that publishing domi- _ that kind of switch. it. And : say we deserve exactly from the Thicd World” 
nates the minds of the reading ‘The speakers who bave agpearsa what you're giving us today. BON IOUDER OSermereorie Ge 

public. are the only scheduled pontificators ALFRED PRETTYMAN: Thanks, lieve that it is not a4 ‘ee best ALFRED PRETTYMAN: Several 
ae we have. I would like to ask several ah ; ae interests of this country to support children’s books are coming out of ALFRED PRETTYMAN: [ think it * Carter. I'd like to ask an old friend : : try PP Chicare and Detroit Dudiee Randell 

is important to bear in mind that people who are here for their of mine, Charles Harris, if he would minority publishers. It depends up- dude Ey ir os 
the injority Of Black sublich thoughts on some of the things that say something. on the way you look at it. [believe © Droadside - cae eee eee 

i ALY © aek publishers are we have and have not covered. And ; * these people are wrong. Who are the markable children’s book called operating out of their own pockets, Eeniosest ad Le teeta CHARLES HARRIS: Well, first of . he Frank,” and Don L. Lee of Third ead en rae 1 SUICE REIS Co Oeect a Oke tO ask HOM Tail le think d should. cay that die mcs’ that sare igoing ston stop..the P h i a 
Sie en “Y See themselves Hobbs to say a few words. Ron ; lence ee, .» Molotov cocktails? Who are the ones World Press has published an in continuing to do this. The pedurable Hohbsucome veare avcvestabliicd) ou of articles is doing a fantastic h ing to stop the riots? teresting children’s book called 

core of minority publishing consists . z a job in giving focus to the problems Steet nee eek awa ene “Frankie.” Third World will be do- : the first Black-owned-and-operated faced by wineries: blishing, | Who are the ones that are going to ' 7 
of those persons who will refuse, literary agency. A 2 Poe ps eae educate Black and white children? ig other children’s books. As a whether for lack of capital from think I’ve been around publishing ee : f Black Matter of fact, Third World will soon 
foundations, banks or other money long enough to know the kinds of This: HOE INR i ee ee oe publish the first children’s book by 
resources, to permit themselves to ant pressures that aspiring minority pub- pence Senne re eer Pulitzer poet Gwendolyn Brooks— he squeezed out of this publishing RON HOBBS: Thank you. dere iicheretaceel would hope that this It is a matter of Black publishers tel- dud cinidnaane Grated ene 

industry simply because of the to express my vote of confidence to ind of conference would lead to an__‘ling ee ae will, soon ae Gwendolyn greater resources of larger minority yourself, to Joe Okpaku, as well as action program. I think that the they themselves can learn to respect Name a8 ry’ 

publishers. And I think that in view ‘ Hoyt Fuller and to the other new American publishing industry has their fellows. ee 
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Emerson Hall has two children’s that this is one of the functions of of those problems—but I think we ROGER SMITH: It’s not hard for publisher is ill-advised to get his 
books under contract. Ihave no idea Black publishers, and I don’t think have to be sufficiently open-minded _us to get minority books forecasted company going by accepting the 
how many we'll be doing a year. it can be done by the usual means. about our brothers and allies in this in Publishers’ Weekly. The big prob- normal kind of business loan be- 
We'll be publishing the good ones The market for Black publishing is struggle. What I’m saying is that we lem is that the minority publishers cause he'll find himself so tied up in 
that we get, in accordance with our _ there, but it must be developed. don’t want to deny white writers have not been sending their material knots he won’t be able to operate. 

resources. any kind of alternative way of doing _ in, or they’ve been sending it in late. The kinds of money that minority 
ROGER SMITH: When we at Pub- their thing if that thing somehow We review about two months in ad- publishers need are venture capital 

JOHN BARRY, editor of Library lishers’ Weekly got into the subject helps all of us. I believe Gerald vance, and that’s the reason these and long-term, low interest loans. I 
Journal: Do you plan to organize as__ of minority publishing some months Fraser of the Times has a question. hooks are not appearing in our fore- think these are the only two kinds 
a national organization of Black ago—actually late last summer when casts. Now, we're sending the mi- of money resources which can reall: 

publishers? ue did . tary i = = Pia eae ee pi nority publishers letters that give the be meaningful to us. I think con 
cil on Interracial Books for Chil- i i i i i i 

ALFRED PRETTYMAN: I think dren—we mentioned some of the 0" i” Black publishing with re- ae ae ok Teaiateauen a 
that there are several informal ways new minority companies by name as evectita/copyniehts! the material in on time. that le are not foie to ved 
of communicating with each other exemplars of this movement. We got x same kind of return in the same kind 
that either are or have been estab- quite a lot of mail saying, “I never ALFRED PRETTYMAN: Since the JOSEPH OKPAKU: No,no.I would of time they would by putting their 
lished. However, I see at this point heard of these companies.” Asking, "*P° of the Schomberg Collection like to talk about the competence of money elsewhere. This is the fund: 
no structure welling itself up into “Where are they?” Requesting their ofthe Nope one tables labrary uy those who do the eran The a euis wre an a ao 
what could be called the American catalogs and asking about the books Se ee ac woman’s questi hi c h uae UL: eal. 

eae 0 i tions entrepreneurs, limited efforts i qucshon euepests tart em and most of the corpo- Association of Black Publishers. they arias It ig a _ as Race bean made W) iofera oaeontty might be a problem for the reader in rate concern about so-called Black 
: response from the market place. i determining the accuracy or validity capitalism. There isn’t anything ex- 

JOSEPH OKPAKU: I am alittle There is at Iéast an interest there, “thors of how they must establish . ir i 
suspicious of organizations if only And I think there is a real ana and protect copyright on their ma- es an a re ee ee es ee = 
because of the time and effort neces- there. We supplied the people who See ce cen aL of oe who are universall oe Sin ines . gow a 
sary to run them. One must under- wrote us with the information as worth reprinting has been reprinted, competent, it is not a bad idea . ae a G sal Ma 2 nif 
stand the difference between a pub- best we could. But I think perhaps sometimes by more than one pub- oy meron foreach hook who you ae ae oe oe a 
lisher as the editorial head of a this new article in the March 15 Histien andiat differen: highipuces | are most competent to evaluate ee aot ale 3 : thi ae 
multi-million dollar organization issue of Publishers’ Weekly is going would secommendsthat allvanthors opinions on the subject. Of course Black enter] eal foe Chien ies 
with a staff of 50 to 500 people, to bring more response than that.1 © theirs/decendents: whose Works ou have to deal with the eee ise, fe A i I dia ae 
lot Bet Bee e P . have been reprinted without permis- y oe Prbeyy Ob miere ai vlan cuter who of course do all the work, anda hope the response all goes directly : : large egoes of critics. 1 am one of prise. You are just using another 

publisher who is procurement editor, to you this time. That’s why we sion—whether in copyright Scag them, I know! investment for a good—if disingenu- 

content editor, business manager, put the addresses of your companies challenge the publisher to make ous—public a ae ale So 

production man and public relations in the article. Incidentally, the in- ee ae ROGER SMITH: We'll accept any you need the kind of venture capital 
director. Every time he leaves the quiries that came to us ran about : nominations. isa ‘ ; 

office. four-fifths of the “staff” ea to one from librarians. have set _up escrow funds for pay- en ere na oe a, 

leave with him. I think Black pub- pee oaks ela ielvet is RON HOBBS: I would like toecho run. And yee low ae 
lishers will have no choice but to re. ALFRED PRETTYMAN: Nomatter Who could not be located. Don'tlet pa” of Charles Harris. 1 longterm ica 
fuse to be drawn away from their what the ideological input for the Ree ee ee think that, notwithstanding the ce The Eoxraalaaall soon be making. 

work by the demands of that kind of creation of a publishing company, Sea er mee lidity of the discussion ae mar- a new proposal toward this end - 

organization. For me I think Black the only way to survive—and the those who have bean made wealthy ei and editorial theories, the aa foundations, churches. 
publishers are united in the very fact _ the ideological commitment is worth- and who continue to be made weal- ein . i ; vii , neg : i ; ‘ f phasis at this conference might labor unions, insurance companies 
of being Black publishers. less if you can’t do that—is to get to. thy_by ee — of their be—on capital investments; -since-it—and-other-orgenizations- It will cal! 

the market. The market has a great nt to visual and written materials , i eer lishment of ri 
ALFRED PRETTYMAN: Excuse many segments, as we know. a by and about minorities. pita’ ee “ chs a eo - Mion | a : t Pe. 
me for interrupting. I have not yet multiple srt of access ret be cal ees " - vit cate ib. Ae etind 
introduced Phil Petri. I went around devised for reaching it. We certainly JOSEPH OKPAKU: As a result of ‘ ing aie de will ee 

the room so fast. Phil Petri is editor want to devise systems for reaching their history, many Black people GERALD FRASER: Isn’t money _ store, publishers and printers. Con- 
at William Morrow. He’s published the churches, the supermarkets, the have not hada chance to learn how available through the Small Business trib: ill b bie t ch 
most recently a volume of poetry by _ lodges, and other places. At the same to protect their creative endeavors, ae oe hee . 2 x . 7) 

Nikki Giovanni, He has other in- time, I think it would be a kind of Copyrights is one such aly. Many of elapse Ge Oi on, 
teresting projects in the works. Phil, self-indulgent exercise to deny your- te es ae ae A a are CARTER SMITH: There are restric- ments would be spread in such a 

would you say something? self access toler, market where your =e ee nn e iiehatlan Oe tions on SBA’s start-up loans, and _ way as to pose no threat to minority 
.,.,, product will sell. If you’re about hite famili nonin there’s a political aspect to this. For ownership and administration by 

PHIL PETRI: You know, we didn’t juilding Black institutions, econo- WU\® ‘amilles, woud not have deen any business that is kind of an idea _ single or aggregate investors. And, of 

De eal Soren frat THe anic institutions, then we must mas- a om. fa es aS business, like a radio station, a news- course, the Fund would be adminis- 
poems of hers we did, had already ter the economic market place. The eee ee nd ee ale ee paper, a magazine, or book publish- tered and directed by independent, 
been published by Dudley Randall so-called Black market-which peo- ak oa E 7. - : in ing, the SBA gets nervous. A chicken non-salaried professionals, not by 
at Broadside Press and by Don ple use with an interesting kind of me Oe esc oe oe stand, they'll go for; an idea business the investors. We'll have more de- 

Holder at Afro-Arts. So I am em- whimsical lilt—is a significant part of “ue prow bateo enh anon is another matter. tails on this once the proposal is in 
barrassed whenever this comes up. it. A primary interest of minority = ? wae ogi ieee the hands of flicee to whoates ahall 

ublishers is in Black people, in Chi- , : i a 

ALFRED PRETTYMAN: You ie in American ae But this that they will ever be free to write Coes Aipierenl = pd MBE ee 

should be. doesn’t mean that that’s the only for Black publlishers: My tceling is to see what the response would be 
market for ouribooks, whether it that publishing as a profession should en ear ae We aaa d 

PHIL PETRI: I feel the Black pub- written for them or not. Also, it funenon nee oo gree liquor stores and publishing.” Then O 

lisher has to create a market among doesn’t necessarily mean that books peo Hie | pee east he said: “When we give you guys 
Black people and also an outlet for that speak to Blacks, to Chicanos, relationship should rest purely on money to publish, what youdoina Please show this proposal and tran- 

distributing that is outside the nor- and to American Indians are the the ground of mutual compatability: couple of years is publish Com- script to your organization and re- 

mal distribution chain. I feel that only kind of books we ought to do. I think: the option clause on an munist propaganda.” I almost fell quest that they support the Minority 

way because most of the published If a book comes in which is not author's next book should be off my chair with laughter. He Publishing Development and Insur- 

writings about Black people, whether written by a minority writer, but abolished by the voluntary action wasn’t kidding, though. He was dead —_ ance Fund. 
by white or Black writers, tend to speaks to a problem very, very inci- of all publishers. ptter all; if tthe = vous) He didn't smile the least bits Additional copies of this pro- 
deal, and I put this in quotes, “with sively and someone wants to make Folletts are going to tale about com- The publishers profiled in the posal and transcript are obtainable 

the pathology of the Negro people,” a commitment to a minority pub- PEE Aon then) first let's talk about py piishers’ Weekly article have not free of charge from the Council on 

and not with their humanity. The lishing house, then I think it’s an act establishing fair rules of the game. fed this into my ear—but my ap- Interracial Books for Children. 

words most often used in book of naive management not to do such PAT SCHUMAN, associate editor, praisal is that venture capital is what 9 East 40th Street, New York, 

titles dealing with Black people are a book. Now, there’s no denying the School Library Journal: What are is needed. I also think that loans— New York 10016. 
crisis, poverty, rebellion, struggle, fact that there may come problems you going to do about getting your unless they are long-term, low in- 
revolution, rage, challenge, riot. about one’s sense of balance as to books competently reviewed or get- terest loans—are potentially con- | 
These are not the words that define | where commitment lies—I personal- ting them into journals where li- _ stricting to the development of mi- O 

the “soul of Black folk.” I think ly don’t think I’m going to have any _ brarians can see them? nority publishers. I think a minority 
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