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SWARMING DURING A
HONEY DIRTH.
A Plan to Keep the Forces All
Together.

This year I found many colonies
preparing to swarm, and this at a
time when there was no honey
flow to speak of. I could not
brush them on to foundation and
run them for comb honey, as is
my practice, for, owing to unpre-
cedented cold, combined with very

dry weather, there was not only no

honey flow, but not even the hope
of a future flow. Some way had
to be devised by which I counld
keep the whole force together, in
storing condition, if perchance a
light flow did come, and also con-
serve their old stores of honey for
future use or emergency. Afrer
’consit‘igering all the plans I had
ever,'heard or read of, as well as
those I had practiced myself, I

“decided on a plan which has

worked to my entire satisfaction,
I do not know whether it will

work in all cases, and with all
kinds and styles of frames, but I
do know that it has worked well
with the shallow hive, and in this
particular locality. And as it may
be of some interest or help to
readers of the Southland Queen, I
have decided to give it to the pub-
lic, despite the fact that it has
only been tried one season, and of
course should not be too fully re-
lied on without further trial.

As soon a8 queen cells were
well started I brushed the swarm
on foundation, and if a swarm
came off naturally I dosed them
to half sheets of foundation in the
shallow gix-inch hive body set on
the old stafid. In seven days I
gave them ten of the shallow
frames containing only honey,
possibly a few bees along with the
combs, I removed the old gqueen,
and after carefully destroying all
of the cells but one of the largest,
I allowed the young queen to
hatch, and in three days more
placed the several bodies contain-
ing all the bees and brood to-
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er. The yonng gqueen mated
from the old stand, and the incipi-
ent cells started by the old bees
were promptly destroyed, thus T
have kept my bees strong, and
have also conserved their honey
for future nse. They are now
storing a little by reason of their
great strength, Here is one of
the splendid advantages of shal-
low frames and hives. By their
wise and timely nse much can be
done to prevent swarming when
there is no flow of nectar, and if a
colony does swarm they can be so
manipulated that no force of any
great consequence will ever be
lost, Bees and brood can be
changed from one strong colony to
one weaker, and all with a facility
not to be attained by the use of
any other hive or frame. I have
found out that for me, at least, no
set rnles can be laid down for my
guidance, for a good many seasons
my bees do not swarm. The rea-
son is plain enough to me, but
with regard to the reason why
they do not again work up to the
swarming point after being ma-
nipulated as above described, I
will say therc are two very im-
portant reasons, and many lesser
ones. The first, I think, the most
important one, is that the force of
bees have mostly become field
bees, and they have been given a
start toward building a new home,
and that always has a tendency
%o put a stop to the swarming

passion. Another reason is that
they have a new guneen just be.
ginning to lay, and she will not
from the nature of the scasons
reach her limit in egg production
until another season. These are,
I think, reasons known to every
posted bee man in the whole land,
and needs no explanation from me,
Some of the minor reasons are, in
most sections of the state, and in
many others, a dirth of pollen is
apt to ensoe, or a heavy honey
flow start, when all disposition to
swarm is abandoned, and the see-
ond predominating instinet of bee
nature comes into full play. This
latter predominating instinet,when
fully incited, just before the
swarming fever comes on, almost
invariably results in modifying or
entirely counteracting it, and also
goes a long ways toward explain-
ing why bees swarm more in some
seasons than in others, As stated
before, my bees swarm but little
as a rule, and it is largely owing
to the fact that I have a good
strong honey flow before the bees
reach the condition of swarming,
and the honey gathering instinct
is in the ascendency, and they ex-
haust their energy in honey gath-
ering rather than in brood rearing,
but this year was an exception, for
controlling influehces were re
versed, and my settled plan of
brushing for the production of fine
comb honey could not be carried
out. DBut the next best thing was
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done, and the bees are yet in fine
condition for any flow that may
come later, and if this shall sug-
gest any method by which a
brother ean be benefitted or as-
sisted out of a difficulty like my
own, I shall be amply repaid for
the time and labor required to
make this plan known.

J. E. CHAMBERS,
* Vigo, Texas, »

FROM LAMPASAS COUNTY.

It requires much thought and
study, and 1 might add, practice,
to become a successful bee-keeper,
Most any one can keep bees after
a fashion, and if they happen to
be in a good location they will
once in a while secare a good crop
of honey. But to be successful
bee keepers we should study our
location, learn our honey plants
and so manage our bees that we
could get a paying crop of honey
each season. That is what it takes
to be a bee master. I am fully
convinced there is but few seasons
in this state but what we conld get
a fair yield of honey if we only
knew just how to so manipulate
our bees so as t6 secure the best
results from them. The seasons
aré so difficult and changeable it
is a difficult problem to solve. The
plants that yield our surplus this
year will perhaps not yield any-
thing the next, and perhaps some
plants or shrub that has not yielded

anything for two or three years
will now furnish us a surplus. For
an illustration I will say some five
or six years ago, in early spring, it
became very dry, and a good many
of our best honey plants were
withering and drying up for want
of moisture, and my hopes for a
honey crop were at a low ebb, but
at about the time my hopes were
at their lowest I noticed an un-
usual stir in the apiary towards
the middle of the day, and on in-
vestigating 1 found the bees gath-
ering honey at such a rapid rate
that they were falling in front of
the hives and tumbling over each
other in a way that always brings
hope and delight to the real
apiarist. The bees were dusted
all over with a coarse, yellow pol-
len that made them look as if they
were sprinkled with coarse yellow
corn meal. I said to myself, “Now
what have you found this dry time
that is furnishing all this pollen
and honey?” But I didn’t study
nor wait long, you may be sure,
but took up their line of flight

and soon discovered the source
from which it came. It was being
gathered from what is called

prickly pear. It is of the eactus
family. This plant was blooming
and yielding honey in a way I had
never before nor since seen, and I
secured a fair erop of honey from
this source alone. I have also se-
cured honey from other plants as
nnexpected as that. Now, my dear
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 reader, there is a cause for all
this, and who will help us solve
the problem. What is wanted is
to know under what conditions of
the weather these plants will yield
honey one year and none the next.
We know that they do this and
that there is a cause for it, and
that is far as we have got, and to
be a bee master in the true sense
of the word we should know the
cause for all this, I am sure we
lack literature on apiculture here
in the south. O, how I wish I
could induce the editor of this
journal to write a book on south-
ern apiculture. 'We have a host
of good books on apiculture and 1
love and read them all, but they
are mostly written and published
in the north, and it is difficult to
apply their teachings to apiculture
here in the south. Now what say
you, Mr. Editor?

L. B. SMITH.
Resene, Texas.,

FROM ROUND ROCK.

It is with much pleasure I write
to the readers of the Queen once
more—we will have the Queen to
go to the homes of the bee-keepers
of the sunny south. Let us one
and all do our best to help this
dear old paper along, as it will
guide us in the way of bee-keep-
ing here.

We have just psssed through
the hardest year to the bee-keeper
in the State of Texas.

May

Prospects are bright for a crop
this year, so let us all work to-
gether. I have just come in from
my out-yards, and they are gather-
ing honey faster than I ever saw
them at this time of year. People
all over the state are preparing
for a big crop of honey. | know
they are from the way they are
buying supplies. Now, when the
crop comes let us not push all the
honey on the market at once, as it
will break it down, and we will
have to sell our honey below the
cost of production. Ship all out
of the state that we can at a good
price, 8o a8 not to overstock this
market. :

May this May Queen be a long
lived Queen, and may it go to all
the bee-keepers in the state of
Texas. Wishing you all a prosper
ous year, I will write more next

time.
FRANK L. ATEN.
Round Rock, Texas, May 12, 1903,

FROM NEW MEXICO.

The two queens as preminms
that stand over from last year
please send them so they will get
here about June 1. If 1 have my
choice 1 would prefer golden Ital-
ians. If you haven’t that kind
send the leather-colored Italians.
I see in one of the bee journals
that you are going to start up the
Southland Queen—if so you can
send it right on to me, and 1 will
remit you the subscription price
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for a year’s time. The season
here is a month late, but the out-
look for a good crop of honey is
splendid. Last year was a hard
one here on bee-keepers. It was
the worst drouth ever known in
this country. My bees wintered
well.- Ilost only one eolony out
of eighty-seven.

The Guyton boys, from Waco,
Texas, are here. They are going
to run a big apiary that was lately
bought by a Texas man by the
name of Hollowood. The parties
above mentioned came here for
their health. Mr. Hollowood has
80 improved in health that he has
decided to make this his permanent
home, and has made heavy invest-
ments in real estate, 5 e 0

La Plata, N. M,

FROM FANNIN COUNTY.

I am proud to see the Queen
Bee before our bee-keeping friends
once more, and I think we need a
journal devoted to bees in the
sunny south as much as any coun-
try or state in the world, so let all
of our bee-keeping friends here in
the south get hold and shove it to
_the front, and 1 will do all I can
in getting sabseribers and with
my p::\ﬂ, 48 1 have been some
twenty-five years in the business
rearing queens and prodncing
honey, and I think T have learned
some of the arts in bee-keeping,
and later on T will give some of

my experience with our little pets
and my wmanipulations with the
hives and how I put up honey for
sale.  Best wishes for the Queen
and the Atchleys,

R. C. ABERNATHY.

FROM ORCHARD.

When the news was spread
That the Queen was dead,
And interred from publie view,
I couldn’t see why
You let her die,
And “T had it in for you.”
"Tiil a younger ““Quain”
Of the Southland strain
Lit with my mail today.
She looks all right,
So newsy and bright,
And T hope she's come to stay.

I’d like very much to give your
readers a slice of my striped ex-
perience, but [ haven’t time to-
night, and if 1 had 1d be too
tired and sleepy to write the
truth. My bees have been swarm-
ing five weeks with no sign of
abatement.  Really, Brother, I
never knew what it was to be busy
before. My boys are to small to
be of any service, and since my
wife got bees in her bonnet and
did the contortion act first and
outran the Santa Fe limited, I've
had all the work about the apiary
to do myself. I'd enjoy swarming
as much as the bees seem to if the
swarms came singly. But when
they came Dboiling out of half a
dozen hives at the same instant I
feel like “milldaming” the whole
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outfit if 1 am a Methodist.
With a promise to write some-
thing for the Queen soon, I’ll say

good-night,

W. M. Gray.

[Nore.—Oh, yes, and some other
Methodist has got into it, I see. Well,
there was a Methodist near Beeville, I am
told, that lost 150 swarms of bees by ab-
sconding this season, and I believe you and
this other Methodist brother ought to
come over and join us Baptists and save
your bees, as we can get so much more
water on them that they can’v fly away.
Yon see, we can plunge them clear under,
head and ears, and wet 'em so wet we can
hold ’em, as sprinkling is not sufficient
in a swarming mania. Come on with
that Buckeye Gray article, as being busy
won't excuse yon.—Ed.]

OUR SCHOOL

BY THE EDITOR.

I received your queen, also ecatalogne

and price list. T am highly pleased with
my Albino, She is sure a cracker. I
introduced her all 0. K. Now I wish to
ask you a question. I know it is an
awful bother, but T wish you would tell
me how the Albinos originated. What
cross with the Italians are they? Your
catalogue discouraged me a little as to
the Albinos being too sleepy, but am
going to try them a whirl anyway. The
Italians that I had didn’t amount to
much, that is to my opinion. I think I
ean get you several queen orders this sea-
son. Will order some more myself. Will
Bet you all the orders I can as I appreci-
ate the kindness done me. Also send me
& copy of the Southland Queen—may get

you a few subscribers for it, Give me the
Albino’s pedigree and greatly oblige.
Gexe Rocers,

Mansfield, Mo.

Friend Rogers — The Albino
bees are a kind of sport, or a whit-
ish banded bee bred from a darker
strain. I can take yellow bees
and select the lightest colored to
breed from and soon run them into
beautiful Albinos, and they will be
so fixed in color that it will take a
long time to breed them back to
the dark race again. There is no
true fast color to any race of bees
g0 much fixed that the color will
not fade, but the race that comes
nearest to being a fast color is the
old original black bees, of what
are called the black bees of
America.  They are sometimes
called German bees. These bees
will vary in color also, from black
to brown and a ginger cake color,
but if kept pure they never show
a yellow band. A nice Albine
strain can be had by taking Cyp-
rians or any yellow race and eross
them with black bees, then seleét
the yellowest of this cross on for
several generations, and you have
a fine Albino bee. The Albinos
do splendidly for honey gathering.

We desire to establish in connection
with our poultry business a bee depart-
ment, but must confess that we know
very little about bees. We have a four-
acre orchard which we intend tu plow up,
and are desirous of knowing what is best
to plant on this ground for the hees. If
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you can give us any information on the
subject it will be greatly appreciated.
Our farm is abont twenty miles west of
Milwaukee.

Also please have the kindness to send
what catalogues and printed mattgr yon
have on this subject, and what the total
cost of an outfit would be. Could youn
furnish an experienced man for two or
three weeks to instruct our poultry super-
intendent as to how to take care of beest
We shonld be glad to hear from you fully
on this subject, and hope you will give
ns all the informatiou yon ecan, which
will be-highly appreciated,

F. A. W. KIECKHEFER.

Milwankee, Wis.

Friend K.—It would be a great
cost to send a man to your place,
and then you could not learn a
great deal in the short space of
two or three weeks. My advice
to you would be to get a few colo-
nies of bees, say not more than
ten, and study them closely, and
at the same time read some good
bee journal and other good infor-
mation that can be gathered from
A. B. C. of Bee Culture, the Jen-
nie Atchley Company's catalogue
(free) and then after one season
you can enlarge your business,
However, if you wish to start
largely right at the beginniug, bet-
ter get an experienced bee man to
work in connection with your poul-
try man. It would cost you about
$100 to start with ten full colo-
nies, say %6 eaﬁ{: and $40 in sup-
plies, and the bees should pay
back a good portion of this sum
the first season if you have a good

location and a practical bee man
to manage the bees,

Mr. L. B. Smith, of Rescue, Lampasas
County, Texas, sent me a sample copy of
the Southland Queen, which 1 have read
with much interest. T kept bees on a
small scale in Arkansas four years and
had good success with thom; sold as high
as $12 worth of
colony.

honey from a single
Of course this is nothing so very
great. However, at that rate a man could
make considerable money

many as he could manage.

if he had as
Now, Mr.
Atchley, as I am an enthnsiast when it
comes to bees, I would like to go where
I could embark in the business and count
on a good yield every year. As soon as [
become settled I will subseribe for the
Southland Queen, Wu. Hitcncock.

De Leon, Texas.

Friend H.—I could point you to
several good locations. Around
Beeville is not a good place for
honey. Our bees are kept
from fifteen to thirty miles from
Beeville, in order to get inte the
hills and brush, where bees do
reasonably well every year. The
territory near Beeville, or for 30
miles is pretty well stocked, but
up the Nueces river fifty to a
hundred miles is splendid unocen-
pied range for bees. If you de-
sire to move to better territory I
would advise you to take a wagon
and travel over the country that
lies near the Nueces river from
Cotulla to Beeville and you ean
find splendid locations. Any help
I ¢an be to you or others in getting
good locations command me. All
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information will be given in Our
School in this paper, and will ap-
preciate your support.

T am & bee-keeper. I keep the native
bees, but they do not do very well. I
wounld like to get five-banded bees or
Carniolans. I am sending for a few from
you; would send for more but I don’t
know whether southern bees will do so
well so far north or if they will live
through the winter. Will you please
give me your opinion as to whether it
would pay me to get bees from you or
from anywhere in the south?

F. BARKER.

Friend Barker—The question
of bees and queens from the south
doing well in northern states has
been up many times before, and it
has been decided that there is no
difference as to where the queens
are raised, and southern bees do
as well in northern countries as
bees reared in the north. The im-
ported Italians are reared in a
country (Italy) similar in climate
to south Texas, and no one hesi-
tates in buying queens from Italy
to improve their bees, and I am
well satified that queens and bees
reared in the south do as well in
New York or any other northern
state as bees and queens reared
in these cold winter states. Who
has tried this? Let us have more
proof?

I have about 200 colonies and intend
to double this year if possible. Would
like to have your opinion on Holylands
and Carniolans. Can you agree with H.

H. Hyde, on page 338-339, Gleanings,
that they are not such excessive swarm-
ers, if given plenty of breeding room.
He says, ‘“they are less inclined to swarm
than Italians if yon will give the queens
room and the bees room to store their
honey.” Don't you think he has put that
rather strong. If what he says of them
is true they are the bees for me. Our
honey season lasts from May until Octo-
ber, and this year strong colonies have
stored surplus all throngh April,
L. B. BeLL,

Friend Bell—I must say that
Brother Hyde is mistaken in the
main, as Carniolans are the worst
swarmers extant, and the Holy-
lands next. Giving room cuts no
figure with Carniolans if field con-
ditions are right, the supply of
honey and pollen being the main
cause of excessive swarming.
When there is an abundance of
pollen and just honey enough with
it to support the colonies there
will be swarming, and the Carni-
olans are first to catch the fever.
I have the best strain of Carni-
olans now that I have ever seen
in all my experience, and the gen-
tlest bees 1 have ever handled and
they are great honey gatherers.
The start was had by an old im-
ported queen being superseded
and the young queen mated to
drones of her own ecolony, and

such bees I have never seen, and
I have no queens to sell of this
strain yet.

I received your valued catalogue and
Sonthland Queen united last evening;
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was proud of them, and found them to
be the best bee literature I have read and
find them full of the most valuable infor-
mation. I am starting an apiary and ex-
pect to follow bee enlture as a business.
As yon are an experienced bee man I
want to ask afavor. Please send me a
pamphlet on anything. Please tell me
which is the best of the six kinds of
queens you raise. I have many catalogues
of different breeders, and find that those
who keep the Carniolans recommend
them very highly. Are they a distinet
strain of Italians or are they a different
kind altogether? Are they as large and
as good honey gatherers as the Italians?
Can they get honey out of red clover if
the same shounld yield. My bees are a
mixture of Italians and blacks except one
colony, which is black, and I wish to get
auother kind, Epwarp MELLOTT.

Locust Grove, Pa.

Friend M.—I am yet undecided
which is the best race of bees we
breed, but am leaning to the opin-
ion that the Cyprians for South
Terxas is the best all-round bees.
If T were going to stock another
yard for honey and best results I
would cateh a cross from Cyprians,
Holylands and Carniolans, and I
would have no fears in being
armed with bees that would take
care of all the honey that could
be secured by any bees in the
world. Then a proper selection in
breeding these bees brings a docile

_strain and a very hardy race of
‘bees. The Carniolans are not a
fixed race of beleé or at least this
is my experience, as you may place
a yard of imported Carniolan bees
where there is no ehance for them

to mix with other bees, and they
will all be yellow-banded bees be-
fore two seasons-pass, or a portion
of each colony be bees with yel-
low bands. The bands are of a
more reddish color than Italians,
and T have my doubts about there
being any Italian blood about
their yellow bands, but they may
be still pure Carniolans, bat the
point I started out to make was
that the Carniolans are not fixed
in color. You will find them good
bees for honey gathering and
quick to enter the snpers, and I
am satistied they can extract the
nectar from red clover,

Please send me a sample copy of the
Southland Queen; if it is anything like
it was before I want it. The premium
queen you sent me during the summer of
1901 has given me perfect satisfaction,
and out of queens from leading
breeders I think that I should prefer her
This season they

five

to any of the others,
did not swarm, and as 1 wanted some
young queens from her, I removed her
from her colony some ten days ago and
made a new colony for her to reign in
and left her old home to build cells. To-
day I opened the hive, thinking that I
would divide the colony and rear the
queens, when to my delight I found a
young queen which had just startedlay-
ing. They had decided to supersede her.’
Now I want to rear as many more (queens
from her as possible. Please let me know
if you think the plan I suggest is the
right oune to follow. I shall build up the
old queen’s colony strong by giving
plenty of seaied brood, and as they build
cells 1 will remove them as soon as
sealed and put in a nuclens to hatche
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Please answer me the following: Will
her bees try constantly to supersede hert
Will they build more than one cell at a
time?! Is once a week often enough to
look into the hive to see if there are cells,
If you have anything to suggest please
do so. J. A. Wise.

Hazlehurst, Miss.

Your plan will work all right,
and once a week is often enough
to remove capped cells. Yes, the
bees will constantly try to super-
sede her, and will sometimes build
three or four cells, but should you
convinually keep the cells out
your old queen will disappear and
leave your colony queenless. Yon
can sometimes get 20 to 30 fine
cells from a colony that is trying
to supersede their old queen. The
queens you get by this plan will
be equal to natural swarm queens,
or any other kind, and it is a very
easy way to get queens to requeen
with,

I now have two hives of bees, one a
new swarm from the parent hive., The
original or first hive was a present, and
in a box hive. I wish to transfer them
as soon 48 I oan get hives. I think there
are bees enough in the box for two
eight-frame hives. The first hive will
contain enough bees at the time the
. swarm is partially driven from the old
hive, and then when the brood hatches
and matures in 21 days there will be
enough for the second hive, Now I will
need a queen for that last hive. I will
also want queens for the other two hives
later on 8o I can have all Italians,  Still
this country is full of black and black
brown bees. In transferring I will have
some very dark honey. Now I wish you

to tell me if there is any way that dark
honey can be fed back to the bees and
they store ir and it will be bright and
clear. Is there any process by which it
can be cleared of the dark color before it
in given back to the bees? Could this
dark honey be cleared up to a light color
and flavored, say with lemon or orange or
with any flavoring that would make the
honey palitable to the taste and beantiful
to the eye, N. B. Graves,

Malden, Mo.

Friend G.—Your questions are
quite puzzling and rather new
ones. If there is any way to clear
honey, or to make dark loney
white I have not found it. I have
made fair-colored honey out of
dark honey by mixing it with very
clear honey, and the mixture be a
pretty golden hue, and this does
very well when both honeys are of
good flavor, 1t will not do to mix
honey of bad flavor, bitter, pep-
pery or sour, with good flavored
honey, as the whole would be
ruined as to taste, especially if any
great per cent of the bad-tlavored
honey were mixed with the good,
as the off flavor seems to predomi-
nate. 1 never tried to flavor honey
to make it palitable, but it might
be done and be no great objection,
but I doubt if it would pay or
be best to do so. Better keep
your dark "honey and feed to your
bees to winter on.

A colony is in best condition to
raise queen cells in from one to
four hours after being made queen-
less and broodless.
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SHOOK SWARMS A LA
TRANSFERRED
SWARMS.

GRO. ROCKENBAUGH IN “PROGRESSIVE.”

This shook or brushed swarm
business in the different journals
is getting strennous a la Teddy.
Let us take a retrospective view
of what has been said, written or
practiced in theory concerning the
shook brush article or what I call
in spite of your grammatical rules,
transferred swarms.

In the last three months I have
noticed no less than forty different
articles on shook swarms, and yet
some of the writers are totally in
the dark if those would be schemes
are going to work wonders with
them next season or not,

Barnett Taylor’s largest erop of
comb honey in one season
26,000 pounds; my largest was
18,000 pounds of comb loney.
Most of this said honey of Mr.
Taylors” was produced by trans-
ferred swarws, and my erop, every
pound of it, was taken by the
transferred system,

Now, this crop may sound like a
theory to some of you wonld-be
bee-keepers. ,” The Rambler said,
“Hold your breath untill I get
through talking, and then you may
spout law all day.”

See back namber of Review con-
cerning Taylor’s large crops. See
bee department in Farm, Stock
and Home of Miuneapolis, of 1802.

was

93-94, edited by B. Taylor, and
note what has been written in re-
gard to the produnction of large
crops of comb honey by the trans-
ferred system.

At our 1893 World’s Fair meet-
ing with Dr. Miller in the echair,
the question, “What is the best
hive for the production of comb
honey, viz extracted.” Several let-
ters were read by different mem-
bers on the subject of hives and
diseussions followed. “Come to
order now. All those in favor of
the eight-frame hive will please
stand up.” Eighty-seven arose,
“Now all in favor of the ten-frame
hive will please stand up.” Two
hundred and forty arose. “Now
all those in favor of the Heddon
or double brood c¢hamber, rise.”
Prof. Cook, B. Taylor, seven oth-
ers and myself arose. I used the
Heddon exclusively at that time,
and would have no other in the
production of comb honey on any
part of the globe.

An ordinary bee-keeper that has
been in the business for a number
of years will tell yon that when a
colony gets to a certain strength,
that is, after the white clover has
been in bloom some twelve or four-
teen days, every colony that was
in good condition will have one
super half to three-fourths full.
But now eomes the critical condi-
tion. After said super is nearly
full, the colony will begin to loaf
for a week before they swarm,
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and this same week is lost if we
wait for a natural swarm; hence-
forth be wise and transfer when
the super is half full. Some api-
arists will tell you that every
colony will act differently from all
others, Nonsense. The bees must
be controlled and do that which
we wish a la Aiken. Providing
you have the bees and there is
any nectar in the field, shook
swarms will work with the same
whim as the natural swarm, and
doubling that of a loafing old
colony with a lot of worthless
brood after the flow is over.

My method is as follows: The
colonies are grouped in pairs to
begin with in the spring. Colonies
No. 1 and colonies No, 2 stand
side by side. Spread them about
eighteen inches and place a bottom
board with a Heddon half super or
hive between the two hives and
place seven shallow frames with
one-half inch starter in it. Now
go to colony No. 1 and pry off the
super, but do not take the cover
off the super. Use very little
smoke; next find the queen and
place her with the frame of brood
she is on in the newly formed hive
with three of the empty frames on
one side and four on the other.
Now take from the same colony
two more frames that contain no
brood and place one on each side
of the empty frames and your
brood chamber is complete. Place
an empty super containing only

starters in the sections or a starter
on all four sides of the section on
this newly-formed ecolony. Take
the cover off the other super and
place it on the empty super, and
the super from eolony No. 2 on
those other two supers. Now cover
the hives of the newly formed hive
with a thin board with a #-inch
rim to make it look like an escape
board a la Porter. Cut an en-
trance in this escape board by cut-
ting out two inches of the rim in
the front end. Now bore a one-
inch hole through the board, one
inch from the two-inch rim en-
trance.

Kill the queen from colony No.
2 and set it on this board, bottom
board removed, and also the body
with the brood and bees from
colony No. 1 on to this, cover it
up and you are finished, You will
now have shot tower hives a la
France. Work is now going on in
the supers in double time hip hip,
and the colony is gaining in
strength daily.

Fifteen days later in transferr-
ing the two brood stories should
be taken off and placed beside the
parent colony. Eight days later
reduce down to twenty frames,
give them a strip of eggs as per
Alley, and you will have a number
of queens 25 per cent superior to
those reared under the swarming
impulse. Two weeks after the
eggs are given, kill the queen in
the old colony, give half of the
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brood to the parent colony that
has the capped cells, and at the
same time give the old colony two
cells from this parent colony pro-
tected a la West. You will now
have your whole apiary requeened,
which i8 very essential in the
shook swarm system.

This annual requeening was fol-
lowed by a hot discussion at our
1893 World’s Fair meeting. I held
my ground and came out victori-
ous. I well remember Abbott,
Aiken, Yoacum, B. Taylor and
myself were grouped together
after one of the sessions, discuss-
ing this annual requeening.

Dadant, jr., spoke at this meet-
ing: “We produced eighty pounds
of honey one year and our gqueens
ranged from one to four years old.
No, we never requeen; bees will
always supersede the queens as
readily.” It was very trying to
convince the majority at this
meeting; at last B. Taylor gave in
by saying, “You are right, I think
the honor belongs to me in advo-
cating annual requeening so stren-
uously in the production of comb
honey, as I have practiced it
longer than any writer that I know
of. I gave my methods of the
transferred system to the Phila-
d@lphia Bee Kgépars’ Association
some three years ago. Some of
the members tried it but made a
slop-over. This shook swarm paper
will eradicate the foul brood in
the states in time, but how about

Cuba. See page 515, June 10,
Gleanings, also 849, October num-
ber, H. Howe: 1 have made sev-
eral hundred this year, and amn still
shaking. Quinine no good for
Howe and his miasmatic hospital
apiary. McVoy starvation cure
no cure, Why not try the slappy
on Harry and Me.

Any bee-keeper who goes to an
apiary and tries to shake fifty
coloniés will find that the robbers
will run him from the field before
he finishes ten colonies. Why not
use my plan and do away with the
shaking? Harry Howe will bear
me out in this, as I had three
years’ experience in Cuba myself.
When all is said and done, what
made in this
shook swarm system? Is not the
Heddon drive and transfer system
one and the same thing?

In 1895 I met an extensive api-
arist in St. Louis, hailing from
Loveland, Colorado. As he had
just shipped his crop of comb
honey, consisting of a full ear or
50,000 pounds, the commission
merchant advanced him $35,000.
This same party told me that nearly
one-half of his erop was produced
by the shook swarm plan, See
page 893, November number of
Gleanings, where the editor says
that Mr.Stacklehausen is evidently
the pioneer in the forced or shook
swarm idea. Let me refer you to
back numbers of Review of some
ten years ago, and note what has

advance have we
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been written by B, Taylor and the
shallow frames. Yes, B, Taylor
used those shallow frames ten
years before the Heddon hive was
patented. Just so with the shook
swarm. Taylor procured large
crops when our Texas friend’s idea
was still in the cradle. I myself
took a large crop of comb honey
with the transferred system in
1889, securing on an average of
180 pounds from a large apiary. If
Mr. Stacklehausen claims to be
champion pioneer of the shook
swarm method, I will lock up my
“limburger against him forever,

I overhauled a number of Danz.
hives last summer for a friend of
mine, and they are the worst lot
of hives I ever manipulated, iden-
tical with a Cuban log gum. Why,
say, you could ship a sef of ten
frames, without hive body or tying
them together either, and beside
the hive is not deep enough for
outside wintering in the middle
states, nnless using two for a brood
chamber.

One word more, Mr. Editor. 1
have traveled every inch of Cuba,
both by rail and saddle. Have
visited some 300 Cuban apiaries,
large and small, and nearly all of
the few American apiaries, and I
discovered foul brood in all of
them. Yes, I will swear that I
eould not find one log or frame
hive that was not rotten with dis-
ease. Mr. Editor, I have just read
in some paper that a large number

of hives shipped south to a larg
island for the rearing of early
queens to be mailed to this coun
try. Why do we employ foul
brood inspectors in New York,
Wisconsin and some of the west.
ern states and then via versa im-
port queens from an island that
we know is rotten with disease.
If any of yon readers don’t have
the eourage to call me a liar, eall
around when [ am hammering
away at the typewriter and split
my head open with a boot-jack a
la R.

Camden, Mo.

“What nice bread this is. Mr.
John’s baker’s bread, is it not?”
“No, I make all my own bread.”
“What yeast do yon use?”’ A half
capful of honey, a pinch of tartarie
acid, a little flour and some water.
I prefer dark honey for it.” “Well,
I would not wish for better bread.”
In the dry weather breéad made
with honey yeast does not get so
dry as bread made with other
yeast. In the United States the
large bakers are the greatest honey
buyers. — Australian Bee Bulle-
tin.

A DBrazilian bee-keeper has in-
vented a honey extractor by which
the honey from both sides of a
comb may be thrown out at one
operation —Ex.

A solar wax extractor may be
used to liquefy honey in small
glass or tin receptacles.
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Beeswax has been scarcer this
season than ever before, and foun-
dation is higher than [ can ever
remember.

Please remember that after the
next issue—the third one—this
paper will only go to regular sub-
seribers, either the old” or new
ones, and all other papers sent out
will be samples. /If you do not re-
port by June 15th how much we
re due you on subscriptions we
will drop the matter,

Now, friends, don’t wait a day
after you get the Queen till you
send in your and
pleasant and
nice, as well as profitable to have

articles news

notes, as it is so

matters so arranged that we can
hear from each other once a month
and have a medinm through which
we can all have our say and be
more closely linked together as

one common brotherhood,

I regret that the Queen was late
The
paper lay in the postofiice a long

last menth, and also this.
time at Beeville pending investi-
gation as to her right to fly at
pound rates, and finally she was
ordered out upon trial, and this
month will be late also, but I am
that the
will go out on time, which
the 15th of the month. 1 am going
to try and have the paper mailed
on the 15th of the month to a day,

satisfied June number

is on

in order that she may reach her
readers with great regularity,

which is a fine thing for any paper.
This has been one great spring

in south Texas. The good rains
last winter and up to the present
time have made vegetation put on
such a wonderful growth that the
whole country has been a flower

park, and even the publie high-

ways are white with blooming
plants. Bees have lost no time to
improve the opportunity and most

apiaries have done well. [ have



44 THE SOUTHLAND QUEEN

Ma

been more busy since the Queen
started this time than ever before
that I can remember, and when I
get through harvesting honey,
which will be about August 1, I
am going to put more life in the
paper, and make her thirty-two
pages and brim full of good, origi-
nal matter.

It is a great loss to bee-keepers
to allow drone combs in the brood
nest, in south Texas, as the work-
ing force is so much reduced by
the drone combs occupying space
where worker combs should be.
Then, drones in such abundance
are consumers to the tune of sev-
eral dollars in large apiaries, You
can use your drone combs in the
supers, after a honey flow has be-
gun, and get good use of them, as
drone comb is natural store room
for the bees anyway. The natural
course of a colony of bees is to
rear drones in spring, and when
the flow comes fill up and seal
over the honey for winter, and
then next spring use out the honey
and rear drones again, etc., but it
is a big loss to the bee-keeper to
allow this thing to be carried on
to excess. If your combs are only

part drone, you can cut out the
drone cells and have worker cells
built in their stead by placing them
in colopies with virgin queens, or
where there is young laying
queens.

Some have been talking about
a South Texas bee meeting and

we will try to call one about Sep
tember 15th, as 1 am presiden
and W, H. Laws secretary, electe
at the last meeting of the Sout
Texas, which was to have met a
Beeville last September, whic
failed for lack of interest on ac
count of the drouth which pre
vailed over this country all las
season, but as the present seaso
has been to the reverse of the las
and has brought out new bee
keepers by the score right amon
us, we will have a bee-meetin
this coming September. The day
and date will be given in the June,
July and Augast queen. Every-
body must go, and much good
will be the result. We will have
Mr. Laws and others get out a
programme, which will be given in
time to be considered by all that
desire to attend. The meeting
will be held in the court house in
Beeville,

I have just received the follow-
ing sad news from my old time
friend and brother bee-keeper, S,
F. Trego. The letter was a per-
sonal one, but I desire to say a
word about this sad and unfortu-
nate occurrence, and the personal
letter will speak such consoling
langnage that it may help some
other dear couple to live happier.
Let us all extend Bro. Trego our
heartfelt sympathy in his great
loss. Here is his letter:

Swedonia, Ill1s., May 16, 1903.
Mr, E. J. Atchley, Beeville, Tex.:

Dear 8ir and Friend—Vol. 1 No. 1 of
the Bouthland Queen is here, and is very
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well gotten up.
extra good, but I am behind with my bee
work. My Dear Queen left me and passed
to the better land April 15, 1903. She
left me four sweet children to comfort
me in my great sorrow and tronble. My
¢hildren range from nine days to nine
years of age—two boys and two girls.
Our married life was unnsuaily happy.
8he never spoke an unkind word to me
in her nine years as my true and loving
wife. A good-bye and a kiss was always
onr parting words, Oh, I feel so sad and
lonesome, but my great consolatipn is,
that I will meet her'soon. I employed
the best medical skill obtainable, but
bood poison proved a conguerer. She
was patient and loving to the last. As
8. H. TrEGo.

Prospects for honey are

ever your friend,

WORK AMONG THE ATCHLEY
APIARIES.
- This month we are harvesting
honey, and we travel from one
apiary to another with our porta-
ble honey house on a two horse
wagon, Our crew consists of five
persons  The writer, K. J. Atch-
ley, works the hives, selects and
takes out all the honey. Will
MeDowell, the colored man and
cook, carries the honey in comb
buckets from hives to honey
house and returns the empties,
Ives and Thomas Atchley take
their turns-about uncapping and
extracting honey, and Santos, the
Mexj¢an, puts in foundation. Tak-
ing honey is not all the work that
i8 done while harvest is going on.
I usually carry in my box, on
which I sit and work, a lot

of the best young laying queens
to be had from the nuclei that are
run for queen-rearing at each
apiary, and when a colony is found
queen is  not what
onght to be I supersede her with a
new one; that all combs are
straight; remove all drone combs
from the brood nest, and try to
have each colony left, as I pass over

whose she

see

thewm, so as to be a pleasure to the
eye of a good apiarist.

Any nuclei that have built up
and filled their three frames well
are placed in ten-framed brood
chambers, given frames and foun-
dation, and soon many good, young
and thrifty colonies are added to
each yard, and if not wanted at
present locations, are hauled to
new apiaries as we pass to and
from the bee yards. 1 usually
proceed to cage all the laying
queens in the rather weak nuclei
before we begin taking honey, else
the disturbance excites them, and
the little robbing that usually oc-
curs by returning extracting
combs, canses them to swarm out,
and if not lost these little swarms
make more trouble and bother
than they are worth to look after
them, and by caging the queens
all this trouble can be avoided be-
fore operations are begun. Wagons
are on the road all the time, haul-
ing honey into Beeville and sup-
plies, honey cans, ete., back to the
apiaries all through harvest time,
which is about three months, April,
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May and June. After we finish up
a yard, and have taken all the
honey, we then pack it for market
(usually bulk comb), clean up the
honey house, sack up the cappings
after they have drained almost
elean of honey, down through the
strainer of a Dadant uncapping
can; wash up all honey strainers
and arrange everything for the
next yard. We now have twelve
apiaries, and it takes us about
four weeks to make the rounds of
all of them, so the first begun on
have good time to be filled and
ready to harvest again, and we
usually take three times from each
yard, more or less, as the seasons
and honey-flows give us. We make
the rounds just the same whether
we get mueh or little honey. We
are averaging this round (May)
about twelve hundred pounds per
day, or ten cases of 120 pounds
eaeh. With our force we could
take twice that amount, but the
other work takes a portion of our
time, and then we get enough
work to take our time, as the har-
vesting job is not as soft and easy
as to talk about.

In conneetion with the work
outlined above we have this month
caged over 500 queens and mailed
them, boxed and crated for ship-
ment 200 one, two and three frame
nuclei, which have been hauled
into Beeville and sent to distant
states. Also some full colonies
have been shipped to Chicago,

Ill.,, and Mexico. After headin
all the processions in the above I
have found three bee trees thi
month, two of them just sixtee
steps apart, gathered wild ecur
rants for pies, getting up copy fo
the Queen and answering up
portion of our correspondence ove
the phone, What Mrs. A. an
her factory crew at Beeville hav
done, and how she has managed
the mails, and run her queen-rear-
ing yard at home, I have not tim
nor space to tell you this month,
but I expect they are busy, too.

FERTILIZATION OF QUEENN
IN CONFINEMENT.

R. F. HOLTERMAN IN GLEANINGS.
Since writing my last article on
the above subject 1 have been in
the province of Quebec for the
government institute meetings.
Other matters have kept me very|
busy, hence the delay in following
up the subject as suggested b
you. 1 wrote Mr. Rowson pri
vately for further information,
The following bears upon the sub
jeet in hand, and is a reply to m
letter for further particulars. The
letter is dated February 9th:

“In reply to your favoer of Feb
ruary Tth I may say that I did no
experiment with the fertilizatior
of queens during the past season
as I was busy during the swarm
ing season. This method of fer
tilization did not originate wit
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: I heard of it from a Mr.
. Inksetter, a farmer near Ancaster,
 who is sawing up a bush three
:’-’}fiiles north of here. He was ill
iﬂl one summer and amused him-
gelf with queens and drones in this
way with, so he says, complete
gnecess. [ do not clip queens, but
as I saw coition take place in the
earboy, and laying follow, I came
to the conclusion that the fertili-
zation occurred in the carboy.” -
Now for a startling experience
which I heard from a bee-keeper,
Mr. A. B. Comstock, Sherwood,
New York. Last summer he was
inspecting a particularly fine col-
ony and found a number of queen
eells just hatching. He removed
the hatching queen-cells, intending
to dispose of them as soon as he
was throngh with the colony in
hand. This took considerable
time, and when he returned to the
bunch of cells there was just one
hatching cell left. He took the
queen out of this, caged her under
an old-fashioned wire cloth ecage,
the ends frayed and bent down
into the comb. It was about four
inches square. Under the cage
was some hatching brood, drone
and worker; he also caged two or
three drones with the queen,
Owing/to the rush of the season
it wag some sixteen days before he
remembered the queen. Upon in-
Specting the cage he found the
queen alive and having laid in the
Worker cells. One drone was dead

in the cage. He cut a hole from
the other side of the comb into the
cage, out of which the queen and
bees passed into the hive. The
queen proved to be an excellent
one, but to his surprise the eggs
deposited by the queen under the
cage produced worker bees.

I cannot help connecting the
demijohn experiment and this.
Our friend Comstock’s method, if
snccessful, would be very simple,
as comparatively little time or ex-
pense would be involved. Many
may try it this summer.

Now, as to my experiment. Lack
of time was the trouble with me,
I conld not watch the tent as
closely as I should like to. In these
cases the government should step
in, and let us hope that the De-
partment of Agriculture at Wash-
ington will recive at least 220,000
a year to carry on investigations.
You will notice 1 attributed my
failure to the nueclei with queens
being between the tent and the
large apiary, the noise of flying
bees and drones drawing them to
the perforated metal entrance. By
putting the nuelei on the other
side of the fertilizing tent the po-
sition in this respect would be re-
versed. This point I saw before
last season closed; but my large
buckwheat harvest prevented un-
dertaking any more at the time.

At Syracuse Mr. F. H. Cyrenius,
Oswego, stated he thought he
could help me in preventing the
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queen from trying to get through
the entrance through which the
bees were flying, and kindly in-
vited me to Oswego. Gladly
availing myself of the invitation,
to Oswego I went. He for another
purpose shades this entrance
through which worker bees fly,
and throws all the light he can on
the entrance to which he wishes to
invite the queen, Now, I did not
do this; in fact, the queen had not
only to pass through a -inch-wide
hole in a §-inch-thick board at the
rear of the nuclens, bat through a
hole of similar width in a %-inch-
thick board fence.

In the above I have given every
thought I have upon the reason of
my failure, and the remedy. It is,
perhaps, with a little reluctance,
but having gone so far, it is only
natural to desire to crown the
effort with success. Yet I hope
many will try these experiments.
Many can try the first and second,
and a few the larger. All that I
ask is, as snccess crowns the effort,
it shall be reported in Gleanings.
Of course should Prof. Benton try
these experiments it will have to
be published through the regular

channels,
Brantford, Ont.

[These reports are interesting
and valuable, but they are so con-
trary to the experience of others
that we are almost inclined to put
an interrogation mark after them.

Is it possible that Mr. Rowsome
Mr. Inksetter and Mr. Comstock
could each have been mistaken ir
what each saw or thought he saw?
Did fertilization actually take place
in the carboy, or something which
looked very muech like it? The ex
perience of Mr, Comstock seems
to leave no doubt, if he is a mar
of veracity and experience, tha
the queeen taken from the cell was
actually fertilized by the dron
found dead in the cage with her,
The fact that there were eggs in
the comb that she herself laid, and
that these same eggs developed

worker bees, seems to indicate that
coition had actually taken place;
but even if it had, I should be
more inclined to think that the
general rule that queens must be
fertilized in the open air still holds
true. Nature sometimes makes a
deviation from the general laws
laid down for her; and it is possi-
ble that she did =0 in the case re-
ported. If so, it would be a new
fact to us that queens may be fer-
in confinement in rare in-
stances; and it is possible that
there are conditions under which
fertilization could be made a sue-
cess when both the drone and the
queen are confined. There is food
for thought here, and an opportu-
nity for experiment, and with Mr.
Holtermann I sincerely hope the
United States government can at
some time, if not in the immediate
future, conduet some experiments

tilized
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that will give us a little light on
this question. As it is, I commend
this article to the consideration of
Prof. Frank Benton at Washing-
‘ton, and Mr. Wm. Newell, of Col-
loge Station, Texas, and other
stations where apicultural experi-
ments are being conducted. —Ed|

Grace Cell Compressor

A handy little machine for quickly
‘forming wax cups by pressure for queen
rearing by the Swarthmore plan. Queen
cells will be constructed from these ¢ups
fully equal to the natural kind.

Each cell can then be separately re-
moved for examination, caging or plac-
ing in nuclei, without lifting combs or
opening the hive. The cups will last
for years, and can be grafted over and
over with increasing success. Used and
highly recommended by many well
known apiarists.

PRICE OF COMPRESSORS.
1 Compressor complete, postpaid,

o e R S S R . B
Same by express or other goods... 1 75
Blank Shells, 1 cent each.

Swarthmore Nursery Cage.

For receiving the started Queen cells
in full colonies (containing a laying
queen) for completion, incubation,
hatching or confining a number of vir-
gins until they can be introduced to
nuclei, By the use of this cage cells
may be placed directly in the midst of
the brood chammber in such conveni-
ent position that the cells may be re-
moved without opening the hive proper
orin any way disturbing the bees, thus
saving much time, labor and excite-
ment.

PRICE OF CAGHS.

I cage, complete, cells compressed

T T T G S 75
I cage, cells nd{ compressed, post-

paid......./ PoSeTbh sse e s 5o 50
2 cages, cells compressed,with hold-

T e e R $1 25
2 cages, not compressed, with hold-

L 1 00
fcagesin flat, blank shells included.2 50

E. L. PRATT,

Swarthmore, Pa.

Advertisers” Editorial Page.

N. B.—A page under this heading will
be open to our advertisers, and they will
be allowed to make—free of charge—any
announcement of special importance to
their customers, such as change of
prices, reference to regular ad, arrival
of new goods, etc.

San Antonio, '_l'c\:m. .\lil'\: lrﬁ,il!!(h‘i:
Mr. E. J. Atchley:

DEAR SI1R—Please state in the
next issue of the Queen, in the ad-
vertisers’ column, that I now have
a big supply of foundation and
nearly ecaught up with orders, so
can give prompt service again,

THE A, 1. RooT CoMPANY,

Per Udo Toepperwein,

Attention is called to the adver-
tisement of the Rocky Mountain
Bee Journal, published at Boulder,
Colorado. Monthly at 50 cents a
year,

Chas, Dadant & Son, the foun-
dation makers of Hamilton, IIL.,
have placed an ad for a year.
Those who have never used this
foundation would do well to give
it a trial.

T. F. Bingham, of Farwell, Mich.,
advertises his “smoke wagons” in
this issue. These smokers are used
everywhere, and
the best.

are considered

Will Atchley, Beeville, Texas,
breeds all the different races of
queens, and places a guarantee
upon every one sent out. He
produces, buys and sells honey.
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THE LAST COLONY.

All the fools are not dead yet,
but my bees are. It has been
more than a year since we had to
give up our last colony, but
“hubby” and I are in mourning for
them yet. It's a downright, dirty
shame, the way in which we lost
them all, so I will just tell you all
about it and how it happened.

When we left Texas—the land
of flowers—to come to this God-
forsaken Indian Territory, another
- land of flowers, we only had nine
colonies to bring with us. But
those nine had all grown out of
one in two years, and we—hubby
and I—were very proud of them,
and fearing we might not find any
bees in the new country, we could
not think of leaving them behind,
for hubby always says, “we can’t
get along without a few bees.” So
we were fool enough to ship them
in the covered cars to this wretch-
ed place, where the people never
saw or heard of a bee. No, I'll

take that back, there was one fool |

that had seen a bee, but it seems
that he had been impressed with
the wrong end of it. Anyhow, his
memory had not retained a very
favorable impression of this indus-
trious little friend of ours and now
he shuns them like some everlast-
ing plague. Though, no doubt, he
learned a lesson that only experi-
ence, with the help of the bee,
could have ever taught him.

May

— -

.little pets,

The bees were all secured in
their hives and packed in a ear
with the rest of the household
plunder, and when they arrived at
the Chickasha freight depot this
fool I speak of, with several oth-
ers, broke into the car—¢“Meddle-
some Matties” like—to see what
they could see, when about the
first thing they stumbled upon was
a hive of bees, but they did not
know that it was bees, else they
would have been more careful how
they stumbled over them, knock-
ing the covers loose. Each armed
with a railroad spike and a good
stout heel attached to the pair o
cowhides they wore on their feet,
they made short work of “openin
up those pretty little play houses’
to see what they contained. Now
imagine what surprise and chagri
they met with our much treasure
It was a beautiful
warm day in Deeember, and after
being caged up in their homes fo
two weeks of course they wante
out. They got in a hurry, too
making as much noise as at an
time after an April shower. “Holj
St. Patrick Henry!" exclaims on
with much emphasis, as one brigh
coated little fellow greeted him o
the end of his nose with a “hol
kiss.”” “Faith and bejabbers ba
she kisses hard for a young bu
ble-bae,” he continued, as he thre
his arms and feet about promi
cuously, causing the bees to g
after him for all the fun there wa
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~ in it, and in less than a minute
. they were swarming out at every
erack and crevice of the whole
nine hives, greeting the whole
party of Meddlesome Matties with
the warmest welcome possible,
“What are those dadblasted
things, anyhow?” yelled one, as he
Jeaped ount at the door.

“Howly Mither! O'm thinkin’
it’s the Divil’s own dearly beloved
angels!” shouted another “Paddy,”
as he hastened to follow the ex-
ample of  his pard, not escaping a
few stings as he made his exit.

“Who ever saw so many horse-
flies in ene nest?” said one, who, up
to the present, had not been noticed

by the little warriors, but he had
Oscarcely said the word until he re-
ceived particular attention, which
caused him to seek a hiding place
forthwith.

“Ge whillikins, boys!” shrieked
another who, up to now, had stood
[ a8 one paralyzed, and whose senses
seemed suddenly to return, but
proved not slow in making use of
them. “It’s bees!” as he went
leaping and lunging, knocking
against pieces of furniture until
“he brought up against the door
facing with horror written on every
feature, Nor/dial he stop at the
door, but those few words, spoken
in such a manner left an impres-
8ion on the rest of the crew, caus-
ng a general stampede. Where
they stopped at—well, 1 hope I
shall not be questioned too closely

about where they found themselves
next, for I only have the boys’
word for it that came in the car
with the plunder, and who was
also an eye-witness to the whole
proceedings of those rounding
Irishmen, while stationed himself
at a safe distance, watching their
movements with much satisfaction.
I had the whole story from him,
though told with many more ejacu-
lations and words not used in Sun-
day school than I have repeated,
but as he is a lover of the truth we

have no canse to doubt his ve-
racity. He positively asserts that
the last he saw of them was

through a field glass, as they en-
tered Pocassett, a little station on

the Rock Island railroad nine
miles north of Chickasha. Well,
the bees were all out and not

knowing what else to do, the boy
went  straightaway in search of
Webb, and in as few
possible told him what had hap-
When my poor old hubby

words as

pened.
arrived on
he was met by a policeman, who

the scene of disaster

came creeping out from behind a
a stock of baggage piled upon the
depot platform, and who. by the
ray, was the only living object to
be seen in a radius of three blocks
of the deserted car—presented or-
ders from the company that *if he
did not clear that car of those—
(here he used a lot of railroad
talk)—and everything else it pos-
sessed, he would have him in the
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lock-up inside of two_ hours.”
Things had, indeed, begun to look
frightful, but he went on to the
ear to see what could be done in
two hours. Secarcely a colony con-
tained a handful of bees, though
all the queens were living. This
extra warm day, as every one
knows, is but the forerunner of a
blizzard, and knowing that it was
useless to expeet all of the bees
back into their hives before night,
he went to work with a will. Not
having such a thing as a queen
“ecage handy he killed them all but
one, and swept all the bees he
found into one hive, closed them
up tightly and went out to seek
our traveling companions and so-
licit their aid in unloading the car,
as a lot of the property it contain-
ed belonged to them, so in a very
short time they had dumped our
camp outfits into the middle of the
wagon yard, and four empty
wagons went rattling off towards
the car. At the end of the two
hours the last load was well out,
and on its way to join the camping
outfits in the middle of the feed
yard.  That night the blizzard
came in the shape of a snow storm
and cold wave, freezing our one
poor little colony of bees till they
were diminished to not a good
handful, but we managed to keep
them till March, and they were
doing quite well, when one day the
tall dead grass eaught fire and
burned into ashes our last colony

of bees, for it happened when we
were not near enough to them to
save them, and the man in whose
care we had left them had forgot-
ten all about them until they were
on fire, and quite past redemption.
“Well, have been silently
mourning for them ever since, but
I heard of a man, a very wonder-
ful man, that was brave enough
to keep bees, and not many Suon-
days ago hubby and [ visited him
—a rank stranger—to look at his
bees. We found him with twenty-
three full colonies, all in good
shape and ready to swarm. Friend
Linzy was not found napping, for
he showed us a new copy of Glean-
ings, the Progressive and a sample
copy of the Southland Queen, and
had just that day returned from a
bee convention, held at Greenville,
Terxas, and had everything in ship
shape for the coming season. Since
then my poor old hubby’s bee fever
has run up 99 degrees higher than
it ever was before. Now, while
the band is playing “There’ll Be a
Hot Time in the Old Town To-
Night,” T will simply say more
anon. J. A. WEBE.
Chickasha, I. T. .

we

FULL SHEETS V8. STARTERS
IN THE BROOD NERST.

M. A. GILL IN GLEANINGS. :

Mr. W. K. Morrison’s strong
stand against starters in place of
full sheets of foundation or drawn
combs for the brood nest plainly
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gshows again that different locali-
ties need different methods, as
none of us would dare to criticise
Mr. Morrison’s judgment in the
different fields where he has prae-
ticed, But after using starters
only for years I can not but think
that their use is the proper thing
here in Colorado. It is a fact
patent to all, I think, that a colony
that is building a set .of combs in
the brood-nest, and that has' at
the same time ample storage room
in the super, has all desire to

~ swarm removed, and the necessity

for rapid comb-building for stor-
age purposes removed, and that
the desire for workers in such a
colony is paramount. Hence nearly
all the comb that is built by the
bees and immediately occupied by
the queen, is built worker size,
whether the gqueen be one month
or three years old.

But to secure these conditions
everything must be normal. The
colony must have a laying queen
and an ample field force at the
time they are hived, whether the
swarm is forced or natural. Again,
it is necessary to have a steady
flow of honey; but these conditions
nearly always prevail at such time
in Colorado.

Any condition that will retard
rapid comb-building like an old

' queen with a good force of young

" bees and a small field force, or a
colony that has been given a frame

or two of brood to help them, let

i

it be large or small, that is com-
pelled to raise a queen, will in-
variably construct much drone
comb,

But I think it is still safe and
advisable here in Colorado, where
our swarming season does not
stammer along through the year
as in Oriental countries, but is
nearly all done in twenty days
after the honey-flow begins, to
continue the use of starters only
in the brood-nest; and our reward
will be a erop of the most beauti-
ful surplus honey that can be
raised, and brood-chambers filled,
with none too much drone comb,
as hundreds of my own and others’
hives will attest.

In your April 1st issue you say
to a correspondent that it is not
safe to feed good heavy syrup-in
the open air. I wish to relate ¢
little experience I had with open-
air feeding last fall. I had sixty
forced swarms that I moved to a
comparatively isolated location,
and on examination, about Sep-
tember 20th, I found them short of
stores. As you know, my covers
will hold liquid like a tin pan. I
inverted them on the hives, and
used them as feeders, first filling
them with excelsior, then pouring
the syrup right into the excelsior.
I made the syrup by taking 75
pounds of water to 100 pounds of
sugar, and letting it just come to
a boil. This would, perhaps, leave
about 165 pounds of syrup to 100



I : THE SOUTHLAND QUEEN

May

——————

-——

pounds of sugar nsed. I fed them
this amount at a feed by pouring,
say, eight pounds each in twenty
covers scattered about the apiary.
The feeding was done from 2 p.
m. to 3, and all entrances were left
full size.

I continued this three times each
week, until I had fed this apiary
about 160 pounds of syrup, realiz-
ing that mueh would be consumed
in brood-rearing or account of the
continned feeding, When I quilted
them for winter, November 1, I
found them in prime condition, and
on April 1, 1903, found them still
~in prime condition, and all of them
alive, fifty-nine of them with
queens laying. The feed cost about
75 cents per colony. 1 fed alto
gether to my bees over forty 100
pound sacks of sugar made into
syrup; but in all other apiaries I
was compelled to feed inside the
hives on account of the neighbors’
bees,

Of course, in the apiary first
mentioned some colonies got more
than others, as is the case in any
honey flow; but all got some, and
enough, while some that needed it
were skipped by the plan of indi-
vidual feeding; hence the best re-
sults were obtained by the open-
air plan, Is there anything more
successful than success? People
living where it is rainy, cool and
clondy during October must not
confound these conditions with
ours here in Colorado, where it is

sunny and dry and hot during the
day time, so that sugar syrup can
be ripened and sealed up like
natural stores even in October.

Longmont, Col., April 11.

[It is true that the matter of
locality has a great bearing on this
question of starters versus full
sheets for the brood.nest. Bees
are much more inclined to swarm
during a light honey-tflow that con-
tinues on from day to day than
when the nectar comes down with
a rush. If what you say is true I
should suppose that in Texas, at
the beginning of a honey-flow, or
just prior to the heavy part of it,
the bees would build store combs;
but after the season really begins,
then they would build worker, In
a warm climate, where the honey
flow is moderate, just enough to
incite swarming, and the season
prolonged, it might be advisable to
use full sheets,

I should be glad to hear from
others on this guestion on which
there seems to be so much variance
of opinion. If we work at the prob-
lem a little longer we shall be able
to harmonize the opinions of all.
Mr. Gill has possibly explained
why there is this conflict of opin-
ion.

As to feeding outdoors, while
you may be able to practice it in
your locality at certain seasons,
there are hundreds of others, in
other localities, who had better let

-
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it alone entirely. It is always at-
tended with the danger of a gen-
eral uproar in the apiary. We can
feed in this loeality a very thin
syrup made of grape sugar and
water, but we have -never been
able to feed with any degrec of
safety a syrup made of granulated
sugar and water—at least not so
strong a mixtare as you used, or
we should have a fearful uproar.
I think it is a safe rule to say that
the average beginner, in our lo-
cality, at least, had better feed
in the hive, and that, too, towards
night, so as to give the bees a
chance to take in the syrup and get
down to their normal condition
after the excitement of the inrush
of feed that comes from some mys-
terious place,

I well remember an experience I
had at an ountyard where [ at-
tempted to feed in the open air.
Father had cantioned me against
doing any feeding of that kind.
Bat I wanted to learn for myself,
and I did. No fact in my experi-
ence stands out more eclearly than
that. The yard was about a quar-
ter of a mile from the road, but
none too close. I fed in the open
air., In the space of about half
an hour I had the worst fighting
and robbing- at almost every en-
trance in,the apiary, I believe I
ever saw. There was a perfect
pandemonium; and sting—I never
saw all the bees of an apiary 8o
vicious before. I took my bike,

after contracting the entrances
down, and left the apiary in a
hurry. I came back the next day
to see if things had quieted down,
which they had to a certain ex-
tent; but for days and weeks after-
ward [ had to exercise the utmost
caution. The bees had had a good
taste of stolen sweets, and when-
ever a bee got a sip of honey from
any hive I was working on it
started a rumpus. The high key of
a few bees would start the whole
apiary almost instanter.—Ed.]

Bees Pay in Colorado

Asthey do nowhere else on earth.
If you want to learn all about the
marvelous honey resources of this
favored region you should sub-
scribe for the

Rocky Mountain Bee Journal,
Boulder, Colorado.

Published Monthly at 50 cents a
year. Sample copy free. Address
as above.

Here’s a Pointerfor You

I am now better prepared to sup-
ply you with queens and bees than
ever before, as [ have more bees
now, and double my regular num-
ber of queen-rearing yards. I can
supply you with queens and bees
of almost any kind, which I breed
in separate yaids from six to twenty
miles apart. Three banded Ital-
ians, five-banded goldens, Holy-
lands, Cyprians Albinos and Car-
niolans. Send for price list.

WILL ATCHLEY,

Beeville, Texas.
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Bingham Smokers and Honey Knives
Smoke engine{ largest smoker | Per doz. Each.

4-inch stove. made: § #13 00 Mail, #$1 50

Doctor 34 inch stove 9 00 " 1 10
Conqueror, 3 v 6 50 kb 1 00

Large, 24 . 5 00 o 90

Plain, 2 - 4 75 i 70

Little Wonder, 2 e 4 50 L 60

Honey Knife, 6 oo “ 80

All Bingham Smokers are stamped on the metal, ‘“‘patented 1878-
1892—Knives B & H. The four large sizes have extra wide shields
and double coiled steel wire handles. These shields and handles are
an amazing comfort—always cool and clean. No more sooty or burnt
fingers. The plain and Little Wonder have narrow shields and wire
handles. All Bingham Smokers have all the new improvements, viz:
Direct Draft, Movable Bent Cap, Wire Handles, Inverted Bellows, and
are in every way absolutely perfect. Fifteen Years for a Doilar! One-
half Cent a Month!!

DeARr Sir—Have used the Conqueror Fifteen years. I was
always pleased with its workings, but thinking I would need a
new one this summer, I write for a circular. [ do not think
the 4-inch smoke engine too large. W. H. EAGERTY.

T. F. BINGHAM, Farwell, Mich.
EEEEEE@EE@E@EE@E@@@@@Eﬂﬂ@ga
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR IT?

WHAT" Are you looking for foundation to wuse this
m year? Then don’t look any farther, as Dadant’s

has now been before the bee-keeping world for many years, and stands

without a rival today. If you never saw any of Dadant’s foundation,

send a postal for free sample, together with their catalogue. They
guarantee every inch of their foundation to be as good as sample sent,
and no complaints ever come against it. They have also revised Lang-
stroth on the Hive and Honey Bee, and you can scarcely afford to do
without this large and valuable book. Postpaid #1.25. We sell every-
thing needed in the apiary.

CHARLES DADANT & SON,

Hamilton, Tllinois.

EEEEEEEEEEEEERTETRRLTLTL LT




Jotdlu, Ogle-by Texas, num-
of yeu'ly subscriptions taken, 75,

- Brown, Stoné¢ Point, Texas,
ons, 61 3-4, prize, §
. E. Bdwards, Greenville, Texas,
bee! _glonl. 31 1-2, prize f20.
Simmons, Ben Frankhn Tex.,
criptions 26, prize $10.
hildl. Fairfield, Texas, subscrip-
prize $10.
~Later, Cleburne, Texas, subscrip-
11, prize §ro. -
e B. Christie, Hammond, La.,
ptwns, 10 3-4, prize $5.
Reeder, Granger, Texas, sub-
uous. 9, prize $10.
mersville Times, Farmersville,
48, unbscnpt:ons 8, prize $5. -
« 8. Davis, McGre or, Texas, sub-
lions, 7 3-4, prize
McGinnis, Terrell, Texas,
ons 7, prize §s.
een W. Butler, Mexia, Texas, sub-
ons. 6 1-2, prize $5.
Clements, Forney, Texas, sub-
: 'rms 6 1-4, prize fs.
Lalu M, Brewington, Rosebud, Tex.,
criptions 6, prize §s.
g M. Fletcher Atlanta, Texas, sub-
iptions $6, prize #5.
', L, Haynes. Tioga, Texas, subscrip-

sub-

WINNERS IN 'I‘HE CONTEST.

' In the $250 conteut for local agents, which closed January 1, 1903,
3 the winners of the prizes were as follows:

Sherman Democrat, Sherman, Tex.,
subscriptions 6, prize #5.

E. K. Rudolph, Van Alstyne, Texas,
snbscnptsonq 6, prize 5.

The remaining ten prizes of §5 each,
amounting to $50, were divided among
the following agents, each of whom se-
cured five subscribers: E. G. Armstrong,
Bartlett, Texas, $3.57; Minnie F. Arm-
strong, Gainesville, Texas, $3.57; T. D.
Ball, Decatur, Texas, $3.57: H. A. Car-
penter, Franklin, Texas, $3.57; Clarks~
ville Times, Clarksville, -Texas, #3.57;
Thomas. M, Danforth, Goliad, Texas,
$3.57; A. F, Ernest bemor, Texas, $3.57;
B. G. Haskell, Stockdale, Texas, $3.57;
T NS Harnson Centerville, I'e\d 3.57;
A. J: Keith, Mﬂ)ank Texas, $3.57; C. A.
Moore, Poolville, Texas, $3.75: l-lonme
%heashy. Elgin, Texas, #$3.5 e
Triplett, May, Texas, $3:57; \\ II \\chA
ber, Lampdt‘-as Texas, $3.57.

Im making the a\nardsmo six-months
subscriptions or four three months sub-
scriptions counted as ome yearly sub-
scription.

It will be noted from the list above
that in many instances tire commission
and prize money received by the agent
amounted to as much or more than the
total sum sent him to Farm and Ranch.

Write for particulars of the new $250

.6. prize $5. contest, closing June 1, 1903.
< ADDRESS :
~ Farm and Ranch ¥
. Dallas, Texas.
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