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One thing hasn’t ; 
pes 3 That's community iP ceed Helmsamine sah 

\2Q “When I i graduated 

Dar neveld IS whole high School," he said. “This year theee oene 
} ie A lot of the neighboring cofnmntinAter tas 

—p Ou a pla eG ao in consolidations but Barneveld 

fr C , The population has stayed around the 500 m. 
x he said, with progress experienced in spurts. ae 

The last 10 years had be 
\ te acher S ays as a strong American Leger io hy rts 

jor Chamber of Commerce chapter led th w Jun- 

nm considerable new construction. le way to 
: By Jay Joslyn “Nothing anything like the tornado ever hap- 
y Barneveld is a small town with a lot of pride ae to Barneveld,” Helmenstine said. “But 
“and a stubborn population, John F. Helmenstine, th ey re a stubborn people. They will come 
who remains the village’s historian although he rough. 
now lives in Milwaukee, said Friday. a oo of 3334 S. Princeton Ave., is a 

a ‘al . ~ 

The Winnebagos called the site “Weehaukaja” keeps his Baraeveld roots tone eee 
— the high place with a wonderful view. Barne- : 

i ‘lie He founded the Iow; i ; 
ia ae what the pioneers called the Mili an d continues ie eat e Pe Ramat Socio 

Wo books on B; : 
The Ridgeway ghost reportedly has tramped its ecneveld. 

byways for years, watching from a ditch or walk- ee 

ing beside unsuspecting travelers. E [ k ca 

When David Simpson gave the Chicago and ar To see hoe: 
North Western Railway land for its depot on his : ia 

farm in what was to become Barneveld, the sharp 
deal killed the nearby village of Jennieton. e era un S 

Helmenstine said there were two legends about - 

how Barneveld got its name. fey B ld 

Simpson made his deal with a railroad surveyor r arneve 
by the name of Orbison, whose hometown was vf 

Barneveld in the Netherlands. By Sentinel staff writer 2 

The other story is more romantic. Barneveld — After a tour Friday, Gov. “Earl 

promised the strongest possible action to obtain 

“Some people think Simpson’s wife named it federal aid to help rebuild this tornado-devastated 

after her favorite 16th century poet, John of Olden community. + 

Barneveld,” Helmenstine said. Earl said the damage meee 

The history of the village goes back to Dec. 10, ee aes and ia Bas i = 
1853, when the land office registered its acreage for federal disaster aid ee so 3 

to a Benjamin Evans, who sold the land to Simp- helm FF. 

son on July 10, 1854. Was OVEN UE DES . _ 

“Unless it got blown away,” Helmenstine said, ae as he denies a ee | 

“Simpson’s farmhouse still stands.” assistance for the dam- = 

In 1881, there was quite a community at Jennie- age that has occurred i 4 

ton but the loss of the railroad to Barneveld was here,” Earl said. oo 

considered so important that Jennietonites piled At aaa — ) 

their buildings on wagons and hauled them five “Tf we're he cae Rc _- . v 

miles east to Barneveld where they’ve been — this instance, the crite- oC. 

until Friday morning. need ay octet ~~ | 
aster ai g ag 

The village was always a part of the transporta- ought to be re-examined an 7 

tion system. from top to bottom,” Gov. Earl = 

“The Military Road was built between Green Ear! said. os 

Bay and Prairie du Chien on an old buffalo trail When the state’s bid for disaster assistance for 

along the ridge,” Helmenstine said. “The railroad tornado damage in Oneida and Vilas Counties-was 

followed the Military Road. Barneveld straddled rejected by federal authorities last month, ‘Earl 

the railroad.” recalled, officials said they needed evidence of 

The Ridgeway ghost, depending on what legend destruction of public facilities. ve 

| you hear, reflects the village’s entire history. He’s “Well, every public facility and private facility 

believed by some to be a miner, killed in a cave-in; in this community is gone,” said Earl after touring 

by others, a victim of a railroad accident or a the decimated village of almost 600 people, along 

banker killed in a robbery. Military Ridge about 30 miles west of Madisott: 

Barneveld has been a typical railroad market “The post office, fire station, all the utilities — 

center. Through the years it has had a lumberyard, everything is gone here,” the governor said. 

a feed mill, three stores and a bank. At one time.19 ‘ — 

cheese factories were in operation. He said the ‘“‘strongest os possible” po be 

; de for the disaster declaration necessary > ior 
Things have changed, however. Now most of ued : : * 

the people commute to Madison, about 30 miles victims to obtain low-interest loans. ie ) 

away. Federal disaster officials were ‘on their way”, a 

to Barneveld to view the devastation, Earl said.’



“T think it’s imperative that they get heré,and | a ee that had been hard hit by the 
get a look at it themselves, see firsthand what'the __-_ByJerryAmbelang storm. < 
problems aré,” Earl told reporters after driving | Area News Chief “They literally cleaned up 

through the main part of town, which resembled a %, | BARNEVELD — and disposed of what was left of 
battle zofie. * ; ss Residents here are two mobile homes and deposited 

Earl held a news conference in Madison on-Fri- ey - still painfully them in dumpsters,” said Ste- 
day morning, promising aid in the “tragic situa- | Ys gdeew | aware of the trials vens, “They really worked hard 
tion,” then went by car to Barneveld. % lef om phere and accomplished a lot.” 

i icials, includin, a ys they sultered dur- The school and community 

is hen Shatihen Dick Suaileis . = Py ing the first long also collected food, blankets, 
: ; : Pg Winter following toys and clothes for the Second 

“It’s total devastation,” said Scullion. He said Anmbelan the tornado that day’s trip to Wautoma. They 
his two nephews’ homes were destroyed. uumummge slammed through gathering enough in one day to 

Earl said he doubted that Barneveld could re- the village eight fill the back of the bus and re- 
build without-federal aid. The municipal building years ago. : quire a pickup truck to transport 
and fire station next door were destroyed along _ [hope they are ready for it,” additional donations. 
with scores of homes and business buildings. aa longtime heme ger e Women of the Barneveld Lu- 

; essinger, speaking of the Wau- 
The governor said he will be in touch with Sen. shara County Seine and the ine ee 

William Proxmire (D-Wis.) and Sen. Robert Ww. twister that moved though that Other people from the com- 
Kasten Jr. (R-Wis.) to enlist their help in getting area in late August. munity “haves helted cin ie 
federal assistance before he leaves for a China “That first winter was a Ww. Ae Gn Sund 
trade mission this weekend. i Mie ce tah led. “M. SUtOte Oren. Re Uneey a8 

< Tough one,” she recalled, “Many _ benefit bingo session was held at 
Sen. Richard Kreul (R-Fennimore) said. he businesses were still housed in the local American Legion club- 

“experienced absolute, utter shock after viewing trailers, including the Jabs house with proceeds earmarked 
the death and destruction at the Barneveld tornado Country Store. And the trailers for Waushara storm victims. 
site.” brought in by the federal govern- Yes, a compassionate Barne- 

Kreul toured the area with Earl and Rep. Joseph ment were drafty and poorly in- oq remembers. 
Wineke (D-Verona). He said that from his vantage sulated. They were just plain Incidentally, the word has 
point, everything in sight of Main St. was totally cold. : gone cut from ‘officials in Walk 

annihilated. Barneveld received a tremen- Shara County that the number of 
Wineke said he was “awestruck to see the tewn dous outpouring on funds and \olunteers has tapered off and i. volunteer cleanup and rebuild- sae totally gone. ‘ : ‘ : additional groups are needed for i ing assistance following the 1 “to help beat the snow.” 
Wineke’s father operated Barneveld’s Village June 8, 1984, tornado which cleanup to help : 

Bar until a few years ago. “All that’s left now is killed 9 and demolished the busi- 
the foundation,” he said. ae ness district and most of the vil- 

Kreul said the scene reminded him of arwar lage. 
zone. “This community and the surrounding fazm- Something that really im- 
ing area has been through hell and then some,”’ he pressed me about that communi- 
said. ty’s heart and sensitivity in the 

The lawmakers said they would work with the post storm era, that even as they 
governor to have the area designated both a State were rebuilding, they had crews 
and federal disaster area. : of local volunteers head out for 

ks Ohio to assist tornado victims 
Kreul said that«“if the disaster isn’t qualified clean up and help restart the 

immediately by _the feds, the whole program building and healing process 

should be discontinued. ‘ And donations were sent to 
"" Kreul said he was certain a “rebuild Barneveld” twister victims elsewhere. 
fund would be established in coming days. He'said Three days after the 
people wishing to contribute immediately can‘con- Wautoma area storm, members 
tact their local American Red Cross units and of Peter Stevens’ social studies 

make monetary contributions. taik classes spent two days helping at 
Ae a Wautoma mobile home site 

Monday, Sept. 28, 1992 ee ee ee ee ee 

B ld hasn’t forgotten 
h twister changes lives
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A front-end loader began cleanup operations Friday in the Barneveld business district after a tornado killed at least nine people. 
mas i Sentinel photo by Allan Y. Scott 
Sentinel staff writer te 

Barneveld — Law enforcement officers and National D: fi 5 ? 
Guard troops fenced off this shattered village Friday aiabe: from che tor neda! was ceperted to betn the E 
night, after the state’s deadliest tornado in 26 years fens of millions of dollars, sald:David L. Sperling, 8 pub- Donald Erickson, information officer for the Guard, 
killed nine people and caused tens of millions in damage. lic information officer for the Division of Emergency said 36 to 40 Guardsmen were being brought in for secu- 

: oe Government of the State Department of Administration. rity purposes. 
The early morning storm injured about 200 and ruined Pie etre eicen EN TIRE EAN 2 Denar about 170 of the 225 buildings in this village of nearly The division said Friday night it would cost more than Emergency phone lines were strung along the ground 

600 about 30 miles west of Madison. $10 million just to cover Barneveld’s uninsured losses by General Telephone, the local telephone supplier Sper- 

Only emergency personnel were allowed inside the from the tornado. An additional $8 million to $10 million ling said. 
village after 7:30 p.m. The village was expected to re- was estimated for the damage in surrounding areas of “Their local building was gone, also,” he said, 

open at 9 a.m. Saturday for residents, emergency work- Dane and Towa Counties. The figures include the costs The village was sealed off Friday to all but the resi- 
ers and journalists, according to Susan Miller, field sery- for temporary housing and rebuilding loans. 3 dents, emergency workers and journalists. 
ice manager for the Red Cross. Gov. Earl mobilized the National Guard on Friday \ 

morning to help protect the community. P
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A woman faced the massive debris after a Friday tornado struck Barneveld in lowa County, killing at least 9 people and injuring about 200. 
=e, si —Sentinel photo by Carl D. Hoyt
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Rescuers walked through rubble left behind Friday in the wake of a killer tornado that roared through Barneveld during the night. 

—Sentinel photo by Allan Y. Scott
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Village ; i Village is turned topsy-tur 
s 2 

iS b U ried he said, stepping on a spot where there vomiting and I was up getting her 7-Up 
é Janz From Page 1 was no building. in the kitchen when I heard the wind,” 

s _# SMR PUREE MIRE GRAS Cae EPRI Rea peaae ; Mrs. Kirschbaum, 33, said. “Janet (her 7- 
of a pew. Page 168 is a song: “O Come Tngica ne 90) OV eee ee ate me year-old daughter) started screaming and E i station, he said, ‘“Those cars came from oe 
and Mourn With Me Awhile.” ay I ran toward her room and the ceiling 35 or 40 yards away, but that one’ he di Then I Idn’t find J 

ms : nies pointed to a twisted car smashed into the ey ‘Gas ark nine Par hed? hed ae 
. > Wii at is this, this gully of debris? This front of a fire truck — “I don’t know : i 

By William Janz was what was left of Glenn Gerardy’s where that car came from.” ee ci AD ue spared 

nere Friday, but barely Much ot the one standing. Gerardy, 47, began count, Vans, who lives nearby, sal “When door.” 
town was buried initself. == |_ing the dead. hee the wind came, we went into the base- =A few blocks away, Julie Reese, 21, 

4 a f ment of our house and I was so close tothe shock still in her eyes, was coming 
A truck bad been dropped inside a c oa in that 4 oer there, I the floor 1 was eating cement.” out the front door of what had been her 

church. A car was upside-down in a_ think, and two over there make five, and ‘ ; apartment. When she heard the wind, she 
basement. A second church disap- me makes six, and another over that Salata tneeonten vayrtea ta Govidatt was in bed, she said, and she put a pillow 
peared in the night. The landscape Way, makes seven,” he said. find a single boot. over her head. Just before the window 

When he ran out of his house after the jus : _ over the bed blew in and glass splattered 

a tornado went by, “I heard people holler- Smiling, maybe for the first time Fri- over the bed. 
Lae A ing,” he said. “The first man I saw was day, the chief said quietly, | “They id The wind ripped through the apart- 
” py ee <s anz at nude coming down the street, bleeding probably over in Blue, Mounds,” which is ment, but the wind and the glass didn’t 

Le ee from his legs.” four miles away. touch her, under the pillow. 
3 xz e I a r Ee i SiGe ae ae es 8 @ 

SEV? g _He wrapped him in blankets. He and What is this, this place with a truck in What is this? 
hee | his wife, Linda, 36, supplied clothes to it? This was Barneveld Lutheran Church, ay _ i 
Se eighbors who couldn't find theirs. The which also had a tree in it. And a boat ___It was difficult to tell what it was Fri- 

f __ Gerardys were lucky. The ceilings and trailer. The boat was crushed in the yard. ay, but the people here insisted it was 
was blown up, and lives and build- | walls of their house are cracked, but the The yard also was crushed. Barneveld. Huge trucks were overturned. § 
ings and vehicles were scattered like house is still there, and almost everything : A new- and used-car lot was a tangle of 
confetti over streets and fields. else in the neighborhood is gone. It was Much of the church had become a field cars that’ll never be used now. Some 

such a mess Friday an observer couldn't f bricks and two-by-fours. The organ, or homesteads were reduced to holes in the 
As residents and newspaper and tell how many houses had been there maybe it was a piano, was upside-down. ground called basements. A red Toyota, 

television reporters and photogra- Thursday. Lucci scattered power lines wrapped around it, was on 
phers went from one pile of debris to “ ‘ i ike bright, fallen leaves. its side on a lawn. Pieces of metal, hang- 
another Friday, they'd often ask, BO et coil Ro ee The bell tower was still standing, but ing in leafless trees, sounded forlorn calls 

ay Batis thie? ment, glass hitting us in the back,” Ger- Some papery debris was wrapped around = boo owed is f a oe ee 
This is Barneveld: ardy said. the bell. Incongruously, there was a large 4round itself by a tornado. 

Mea taenke hide & ene Bed steak on the ground. Nine dead, dozens injured, and a vil- 
s he , birds began to sing. Birds inj +k 8 enna sia 8 8. Nearby, a badly smashed tree had been lage badly injured, nearly dead. 

What is this, this rubble and these s + decorated by the wind with green Christ- Paul Ranum, of nearby Arena, drove 
steps with no building? This was a What is this, these cars piled up ™as garlands. The tree was dead, the gar- into Barneveld to help. 

small Catholic church, St. Mary's, against red trucks? This was the Barne- ands torn. mee a “I saw a young man, 16, 17, he was 
which the night cut into a million veld Fire Station. Red-eyed and haggard, trying to find his mother,” he said. “T had 
pieces. On Friday, the churchless:, Chief LeRoy Evans, 45, pointed out his What is this, this roofless place? This a flashlight and we found his house and 
ground was made of wood and paper | equipment, a rescue van and several was Rowena Kirschbaum’s house. She we yelled for her. She was tucked into a 
and wire and candles. tankers and pumpers heavily damaged had a black eye, a cut on her head. Her corner of the basement, under a table.” 

; when station walls were blown out and husband, Duaine, had 11 stitches. The feeb 
The wind took almost all of-St. | several cars were tossed inside by the * wind put the ceiling of their house on The tornado had been gone for about a 

Mary’s, but it left part of page 168. wind. their heads. half hour. The woman in the basement 
The wind tore it from a hymnal and banka ilding.” us i i: u said she was OK, but she wouldn't come 
pinned it to the ground with a chunk This was the front of the building, ‘My little girl had the fluand. was out.



the d tati 
By JERRY AMBELANG out of town.” badly damaged with the windows 
Area News Chief Gloria Nachkash, said she and her blown out. The Lutheran Church was 

husband lost everything in the storm. destroyed. The front of the Barneveld 
BARNEVELD — Emergency offi- She said she was in bed when the Implement Co. garage and show 

cials by 8:15 a.m. today had com- storm hit and the lights went off. She room were completely wiped away 
pleted a house-to-house search look- _ said she heard her children, Tania, 3, put catalogs and implement care 
ing for casualties. and Becky, 7, scream as the storm pamphlets still filled the racks on the 

The search started anew when hit. Then the whole room “exploded hack wall of the office portion. 
someone reported that two more right around me. I was buried under Tim Liebmann, parts manager, 
boys were. missing. Heavy equip- debris from the roof and furniture.  gaiq the building was a total loss and 
ment, bulldozers, front-end loaders, My husband came in and dug me out they would move toa storage build- 
were already piling storm debris on from under the debris and luckily I ing several miles west of Barneveld, 
trucks to initiate a cleanup of the wasn’t injured.” She said her hus- Ken DeSmet, a local Realtor 
community and unblock streets band, John, was struck by flying ... in nee ; : : 2 picked through the rubble of his of- strewn with debris, overturned cars wood and was taken to the hospital. fice: and said it was complete 
and large pieces of lumber from de- She and her daughters fled the worthless, “I lost two buildin: : rae 
stroyed homes. building and, after waiting outside in ‘5 d , th ftice buill ait 5 Both 

Craig Humphrey said he was one of _a stalled van, flagged down a deputy © 4N¢ another office building. Bo 
the‘fortunate ones, as his home suf- sheriff who took her to the home of a Were completely demolished. 
fered only moderate damage. He said rural friend. 7 was’ lucky, Desmet sald 
he was awakened by the storm that “It was horrible,” she said. “I would 40n’t live here. But it’s a real tragedy, 
“blew like crazy. I never got time to never want to go through that again.I Several of my friends are missing, I 
get, my family down to the base- just wanted to get the kids to safety.” hope they’re OK. : 
ment,” he said. The downtown business area was _ One of the few things that weath- 

“The storm blew through and then one of complete devastation. The sec- red the tornado’s blast was the vil- 
was quiet. Then I could hear scream- _ ond floor of the Barneveld State Bank age elevated water storage tank 
ing. I ran out the door to my neigh- had been blown down and bricks and With the name of ‘the community 
bor's house and I brought him and his other debris filled the inside lobby painted on the side. 
wife back to my home We wore eo The lowes Kounty Cb ein 

* 

‘God, oh God, ?m_ _Stormdebris bs 9 
“ 9 2 scattered 55 alive,’ survivors CTY jnifes away 

: BARNEVELD — Though huddled child's mother is reportedly hospital- 2 : 
in grief and surrounded by devasta- ized in critical condition. a pe a peghnes ies 
tion, the living of Barneveld spoke —_An exhausted fireman recalled dig- on 
quietly today of escaping real trag- ging furiously to rescue another Catherine Willegal, who runs a edy: the lives snuffed out, many inan family of four from rubble that had farm with her husband, spent the instant, by this morning's monster buried them alive. He reached three morning picking up debris carried 
tornado. 2 in time; the fourth was already dead away from Barneveld — some 55 

They spoke of a family of four, all of suffocation, miles northeast of the tornado scattered in different directions as f : arn it : 
their house exploded. The bodies of This morning, the survivors lined site. 
the mother and father were found 150 UP to use emergency phone hookups. It started when she and her hus- 

feet from the ruins of their home.The Some inquired about neighbors, — band started picking up pieces of 
two children had been blown even  ‘riends or relatives who had been board. 

farther, and in the opposite direction. taken, condition unknown, to hospi- Then they found a canceled 
One died enroute to a hospital; the ‘ls in Dodgeville and Madison. check apparently from the 
other, found furthest from the house, “I'm not dead!” one young woman devastated Barneveld State Bank. 
clings to life. shouted into the phone without even And a Christmas card, “All the 

Another talked of a three-year-old first identifying herself. “Oh God, oh joys of this holy season.” 
boy who was killed instantly. The God. I’m alive!” she cried.
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When the tornado struck last June 8, readers of The Wisconsin State 

Journal came through with immediate help for their neighbors in need. 

You responded with food, clothing, equipment, volunteer help, 

emergency aid, prayers — and money. 

State Journal readers contributed more than $300,000 to help 

Barneveld residents rebuild. 

On February 25, the Inland Daily Press Association gave its 

Community Service Award to The State Journal for its news coverage 

and efforts to help the community recover. 

The staff of The Wisconsin State Journal wishes to share the : 

Community Service Award with all of its readers who responded so 

generously. Thank you for being on the team that cares. 

* The Inland Daily Press Association is an organization of 

525 newspapers in 28 states. It is the oldest and largest 

association of daily newspapers in the United States. 

Wisconsin 
AR ./ State Journal
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A Barneveld resident removes rubble from what was once his living room<
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The interior of the Congregational Church was virtually gutted by the tornado. However, the stained glass win- 
dow above the door. shown at left, survived. 
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The devastation in downtown Barneveld is starkly illustrated. The view looks northeast along the tornadq 

By Ron Seely cage and went to the basement as the tornado de- B- 
Regional reporter stroyed the village around them. When it seemed 

that the storm had passed, Koebke ventured up 

BARNEVELD — At 12:50 a.m. Friday, this the dark stairs and outside. 

was like any other sleeping village in the Wiscon- “He came back in tears,” Mrs. Koebke said. “A ee. 

sin countryside — at 1 a.m., it was gone, literally grown man and he was weeping.” 

blown from the Earth and there was nothing but Just two blocks north, Bobby Schaller, his wife, 

rubble, the sickening smell of plaster and gas,the —_ Cindy and Mark and Melanie, their son and daugh- 

dazed survivors, the wounded, the dead. ter, were in their second-floor bedrooms when 

It happened, some said, in 20 seconds, preceded —_ they saw the lightning. Even before they could 
only by an ominous silence, a tremendous bolt of rise from their beds, the wooden-frame house B% 

lightning that many will remember forever as a _ began shaking. They knew from the strange whis- eR 

warning that something terrible was about to hap- tle outside what was happening and they headed 

pen and then the eerie, high-pitched whistle of the _for the stairs. But before they reached the stairs, 
tornado itself as it did its work. the house disintegrated beneath them. Schaller, ‘ 

Ruth Ann Koebke, 33, had been uneasy earlier __ still in the bedroom, felt the floor drop from be- 

in the evening when, during the Tonight Show, a _ neath him and watched as the wall in front of him 

tornado watch flashed across the television fell away. 

screen. But the family — Ruth and her husband, “I dove into the bathroom and rode the floor 

Dale, their daughter, Carren, 7, and Lauren, 11— down,” he said. “The whole house shook. It only 

went to bed after the show and slept. Until that —_ took 10 seconds, if that long, and it was done. I did- 

bolt of lightning. She’ll never forget the lightning. n’t even open my eyes. I didn’t want to look. I 

“Tt was like,” she recalled, “someone was say- _ thought my life was over.” 

ing ‘This is your last chance, ” Seconds later, Schaller opened his eyes. He 

The family plucked the pet guinea pig from its _ was on the ground with the bathroom in shambles
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around him but he was unhurt. He heard screams, 34 _ _— 
saw his son pinned under a door frame, alive but ow 3 CO 
apparently not badly hurt. He heard his wife and : _ = 
moments later found her beneath the roof of the | 7 _ 
house just a few feet away, a gash in her back two 2 7 I 

inches deep. She was hospitalized later and treat- ’ : _ 

At about 12:45 a.m, Dick Ehlert, an off-duty dis- ee 
patcher with the Iowa County Sheriff's Depart- eee ee 4 

ment, ran with his family down the basement Me - 

stairs of his Barneveld home. As he ran he yelled 0 a Ce - 
into a walkie-talkie, alerting the Iowa County 0 ce = 

Sheriff's Department that Barneveld was getting ee oe ae : oO. So 
hit. His was the first word the county received | — | Ur 

that anything was amiss. Later, after the storm i. ee lL - 
passed, Ehlert called in again and said “the whole ee : 

town was blown away.” The dispatcher on duty eS Ca 2 oA 

refused to believe him at first. 3 Soa ee a ee : 
All of these things happened on the village’s oe ee ea es | 

West Side, soon after the tornado touched down _ Ie ee 
and began following its course to the northeast. It io oe rr 
pounded its way through the small downtown, re- a ee ee 
duced it to piles of bricks and wood, — 0 i eo ee 

ee erm: aun. 

—,—“(‘i‘iwiSC - 
: see aes a OW a ee 

The Civil Defense Warning System on the Barneveld Municipal Building 
reminds emergency crews that disasters can and do happen. Because of the 
June 8 ‘Barneveld Tornado’ area fireman, rescue squads and others are 
keenly aware of the importance of being prepared.



by Cindy Van'Matre with 24 more being heavily med the village on Friday and tragedy on the news. 
By now, there are probably damaged, 24 receiving minor throughout the weekend. The tor- Closer to the area, television 

very few people in the United damage and the destruction of 18 nado was the lead story for the crews and newspaper reporters 
States and most areas of the public buildings. network news on all three net- were spotted from the Twin 
civilized world who have not — About 80 people were treated at — works, CBS, ABC and NBC, anda Cities, Chicago, Iowa, LaCrosse, 
heard of the killer tornado that hospitals in Dodgeville and reporter from as far away asthe Milwaukee and Madison. 
claimed nine lives in Barneveld Madison, with numerous more Los Angeles Times was sent to However, a complete listing of 
and virtually destroyed the receiving cuts and bruises that cover the story. The tornado also the media covering the Bar- 
village of about 610 people early didn’t require hospital attention. _ received international coverage. neveldstory wasnot available. _ 
Friday morning, June 8, 1984. The news media, at the local, Barneveld, Holland, Barneveld’s | The damage caused by the tor- The town clock in Barneveld state and national levels, swar- sister city, first heard of the nado cannot be possibly imagined 
stopped at about 12:50 a.m. until it is seen. Only about ten 
Friday and it is estimated that percent of Barneveld escaped 
the tornado struck the village at serious damage, with the 

about that time. : : | remainder of buildings being Edwin Addison, meteorologist enerosi rea either completely gutted or splin- 
at the National Weather Service . tered to small fragments of wood 
in Madison, said that first signs of and debris. i 
destruction from the tornado oc- ‘ board S dnt t to go into Barneveld. The Barneveld that everyone in 

curred southwest of Barneveld ber Danny Williarse nen kta nee jum wanted to ace none this area was familiar with is now 
and followed along a nor- of 1oag checkpoints leading into tribution. The woman was crying 0 more than an image fixed in 
theasterly path at about 35 miles Bo neveld during the weekend to as she wrote out a check, our memories. But the people of 
per hour. The wind speed in the 015 jaw enforcement officials Williams said, and then handed this village are not quitters and 
tornado reached about 200 identify local people and _ the officials a personal check for fe determined to rebuild. m.p.h., he said. relatives $1,500. The material improvements 

, the tornado also caused con “Wintiams said many people that will be made in rebuilding 
siderable damage to a portion of ould try to tell the officials that “I know that for a fact because the area will probably greatly 
Black Earth and continued nor- they had relatives in town but I saw it myself,” Williams said. enhance the community, but 
Oe Oy ag ee OCHO NICU: | tnt just ended up being sight- ‘The generosity of people has there is nothing that will improve 
near Marxville, about 15 miles. sore’ just been astounding.” But he the people of Barneveld, there’s 
mpetiresy Oba 00: However, Williams said that also added that it’s going to take no need to. The people of that 
a, eerie ee for ae one couple from Kenosha stopped _a pile of dollars to put Barneveld =— pment we pan on ivision of Emergency Gover- : id that th Ig GntHe TAD: inue to be, some o ; nment reported that the tornado ata checkpoint andsaidthatthey back o Pp. SR BErouha: 
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“I could hear my son screaming and somehow I got to him ani | 
pulled him out and then climbed out a window in a wall that was le‘. 

Then I just stood there. It seemed like the longest time. I was scared, 

so very scared, and I just stood there. Then I heard my wife and my 

other son and my daughter and I called to them. . .” 

“We got out; that’s what counts.” The only injury was suffered by 

his wife, Pauline, who stepped on a board with a nail in it. But their 5- 

Z @ year-old home on what was once Oak Park Drive, and everything in 

s Flospitai sta iisgone, That same look of distant horror glazed the eyes of Mary Ann 

Myers, who wandered the corridors with a blanket draped over her 

nightgown, a once-pink nightgown turned dusty rose by the night's 

mee 'S Cf} di enge whirling dirt. “Oh yes, I can tell you what happened,” she said. “Oh, 

I yes. By the way, I am a village trustee — Not that it matters at this 

point because the village isn’t there anymore.” 5 

By Sunny Schubert “It was 12:55. I woke, and I looked at the clock, and the power 

Feature writer went off. Then the wind. . . oh, the wind.” 
“My first thought was to get my daughters, and go to the base- 

DODGEVILLE — By dawn Friday, the worst was over for the ment. I got up, and I opened the door to the hallway — and the hall- 

staff of the Iowa County Memorial Hospital. way wasn’t there.” 

Twelve severely injured victims of the Barneveld tornado had Half of Mrs. Myers’ home on Jenniton Avenue had collapsed. “Or 

been admitted; some were resting comfortably; others hovered be- exploded; I don’t know which. I was calling and praying — I was 

tween life and death. Dozens more had been treated and released. praying awfully hard — and I crawled through the rubble. Then my 

Ambulances, from Arena, Avoca, Mount Horeb, Highland and daughters came in the front door. They had gotten out somehow and 

other communities, still rolled in with the wounded, but not with the came looking for me.” 
jamming frequency of the pre-dawn hours. Nurses still moved down Somehow, Mrs. Myers sprained a wrist. “I have no idea how; 

the hallways with stiff-legged urgency, but some stopped long enough maybe opening a door. Things were flying all around.” Both daugh- 

to grab a cookie or sweet roll from the reception desk. ters suffered lacerations. 

An orderly swabbed the lobby linoleum, scrubbing at slashes of “I thought it was just our house at first, then we got out and 

mud, smears of blood. Then he ventured outside to raise the Amer- climbed over the rubble, and everything everywhere was gone. We 

ican flag, which snapped in the warm, damp wind. saw the poligg cars coming, and we went to them. The ambulance 

Ah, the wind. It howled and moaned outside the office where Phyl- crews were wonderful, they should all be commended.” 

lis Fritsch, director of community relations, and assistant administra- “T work at the post office, and I knew everyone in town,” she 

tor Peg Rock began their special task, just as the medical people added, using her good hand to brush at flecks of insulation tangled in 

were finishing theirs. Ms, Fritsch and Ms. Rock manned the phones, her champagne curls. “I was going to work for two hours today, then 

which rang incessantly with calls of inquiry about the missing, the in- go on vacation. The mayor, he’s in New Orleans for the World’s Fair, 

jured, the maybe dead. and I was going to leave, but the town left instead.” She smiled wryly, 

“No, no one with that name has been admitted,” Ms. Fritsch would _ but her lips trembled. 
= say. “Yes, my list includes the Madison hospitals. That probably Just then, her son Mike, a Janesville police officer, walked in, and 

... | Means they’re all right. You can try the Dodgeville High School, that’s Mrs. Myers’ careful composure collapsed. “We're OK, Mike, we're 

where they’re taking the survivors; let me give you that number.” OK,” she sobbed. “Everyone’s OK.” 

And Ms. Rock: “Yes, we have your daughter here. I’m afraid she’s “We're alive.” 

not doing well. She has head injuries and is not in the best of shape. 
Yes, you can come; we're on the South Side of Dodgeville.” we a 

Ms. Rock sighed wearily, and twisted her lips in a small smile of ce 

bitter irony. “You know, we had planned to have a disaster drill later | -. _ eo . oo, 

this month. I don’t think we will now; I think this night has been suffi- Ll aes — pas 

cient.” , . ~~ re 
For the two administrators, the tornado that destroyed Barneveld a. Ne 

provided tragic but necessary proof that the system works. The flood oS .. fe. /~ 

| of storm victims began pouring through the doors shortly after 1:30 ._ a | ee 

a.m., but by then, the entire staff of the 40-bed hospital was already on LC ae a e 

hand: 12 doctors, more than 50 registered nurses, and dozens of other it - . es 

staff members, from records clerks and receptionists to lab techni- .* of 7-7 

cians and licensed practical nurses. — i ee 

In the hospital corridors, small clots of survivors gathered, to hug _ — 

each other in relief, to cry in pain and loss, to mourn the dead and ee. - 

pray for the dying. The clergymen of the community moved among . _. 

them, offering what comfort they could. 
Some wore hospital gowns or clutched blankets around them- — _.. ON 

selves; most others were garbed in odd rag-tag costumes of ill- > ; . Ds 

matched clothes salvaged after the tornado yanked them from their Ha _ | 

Gordon Dimphl wore golf shoes. “They were in my van,” he ex- a fy ee | 

plained in a shaking voice. “I was barefoot and in my underwear a CC / ' — . 

when it happened. There was no warning of any kind, it just happened fy ee | 

so fast. The wind woke me up and I had maybe 30 seconds before the 2 SD Fr \ } 

house. . . just collapsed.” His eyes looked away, at a vision of horror ff fy — , fe Y , 

| shared by hundreds, and he wiped his beard-stubbled chin with a err . 

Py) trembling hand. | SS Pa a 
> :  . gt o 

re i ‘ed one ~" - 

Barneveld trustee Mary Ann Myers.
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eagan Grants Federal Ald: 
United States Senator Bob declaration needed federal Individuals and families in both 

Kasten, Republican from Wiscon” assistance can be provided to counties who were hard hit by the 

sin, _announced Tuesday that help these two counties recover storm will become eligible for 

President Reagan has declared and rebuild following this terrify- grants up to $5,000. The declara- 

Towa and Dane Counties federal ing disaster,” Kasten said. fion also triggers eligibility for 

disaster areas as a result of Under the federal disaster pro- low interest loans from the small 

storm damage last week that gram, Iowa County will become business administration and 

leveled the Village of Barneveld. eligible to receive public Farmers Home Administration,” 

The administration acted assistance funds for the Kasten said. 

very expeditously in approving rebuilding of schools, hospitals, Kasten visited Barneveld on 

these funds as a result of this roads and public buildings. Sunday. - 
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“Their Love Endures” 

In spite of the devastation that took place on Friday morning, the wedding between 

Tory McGraw, Ridgeway and Doug Manteufel, Barneveld, took place as scheduled on 

Saturday, June 9. There was @ lot of question as to whether it would happen or not, as 

Doug's parents, Beulah and Gale’s house was demolished during the storm. The reception 

and dance for the wedding was to have taken place at the Barneveld Legion Hall. The 

groom and his brothers and sister had lost all of the garments for the wedding in the 

storm, and had to get them replaced on Friday. The reception was held at the Don Q Inn. 

Tory said, “I’m just thankful that Doug is still alive,” as Doug was thrown out of his house 

during the storm. The wedding turned out beautiful, amid the air of true love, caring and 

understanding. During the ceremony, Father Donald Moran of St. Bridget’s Church in 

Ridgeway, gave a brief speech which touched the hearts of everyone. He stated how the 

reading, Col. 3:12-12, which was picked out long before everything had happened, coincided 

E with the disaster; that no matter what happens “Jove endures,” and that true love will 

withstand anything.
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Nine people were killed in the Friday lived in a new subdivision 2; and Elaine Slewitzke, 59. Her Street in the center of town at the 
tornado that hit Barneveld early area just east of the fire station brother, James Slewitzke, 57, of _ time of his death. 
Friday morning and another life _ on the village’s east side. Those Mosinee, was also killed. Sgt. Stuart J. Searles, 38, of 
was lost on Sunday as anindirect killed who lived in that area in- Robert Arneson, 52, was Baraboo, was killed Sunday while 
result of the terrible destruction cluded the Bruce Simon family- killed at his west side home, flying the Sauk County Sheriff 
tothe village. Bruce and Jill and their while it is believed that Ralph Department’s helicopter to Bar- 

Seven of the nine people whose daughter, Cassandra, 8; _Kirk “Rick” Hammerly, Jr., 38, was neveld to help operate a com- 
lives were claimed in the storm Holland, 40; Matthew Aschliman, living in a house just off Main munications center. The helicop- 

ter apparently caught fire near 
CG alias aie Merrimac, forcing Searles to 

: : : : | make a crash landing. Searles 
: - 2. had been helping in Barneveld 

Lr | : / | | ____ since the tornado disaster oc- 
ee Sy: . : ._.- - curred. 

_— ~~» i. : Vey uy S : > ss Bruce Simon was an ambulan- 
2S , Pe Pies oe — . oo (ce attendant instructor at 
- ww oe hipe tts : pu ee :  - Madison Area Technical 

7 a ™ College and an ambulance atten- 
Fen TMD Or llt—( |... # iant with the Barneveld and 
Se dase ._  . Sa 7 | * Fitch-Rona crews. He had 

. i .. —. oF §— 3" previously been the English and 
teins oo oly =. eh a_ driver’s education teacher at 
Ce nya oe ee). ot Barneveld High School. 
— 7 oe re i me. . — Oop Pane sie ae Jill. Sinon was & Girl Seout- 

_ oe ie _ — - ——SC—r™rté‘<CmhU™*C~C—6€CSéS;7C 3 CSC___ troopéileader and aiso baby sat fo 
a. / | | — rr“ es—Ci“‘i;e——™—™té—<—~ssS—S—SCSUMN‘ix: ‘= families =with working 
— tx ee —“—t—™—sOOOSC:irs—C—C—C—CN™COCOCO*C*C*iéC*COéié#;CO:2«®=«OCOmoctthherrs. 

a A ae i. oe Ty i a Pat “4 ee Kirk Holland was a teacher at 
Sen, i). ee ae | Barneveld High School, and was 

FLO Le a or also the school’s athletic director. ae, tr eee oar rt : =~ ~~SOSC#‘In addition, he was r — “ 
eg ere Fg, ach of both the boys’ and gir! 
The cls IE le Site bl fo _ oe oe eh /= track and field teams for the past 
Re ag Ae eg Meee tive years. 
. ee ees pe OF hy es 7 Blaine Slewitzke had worked 

CO te |. Pig Maas 2 hs ee >. 3a) for the Farmers Home Ad- i me eee A ag gy inistration office in Barneveld ee ee ee ae ll for 14 years. She was also a ; Poms tI tas gE c 3 Ni clare a eae retired U.S. Army sergeant 

Sr ND tee ie Ce Malte ek TEIN 
= ee ae Lg fe. i. OO gen Cl e James Slewitzke was in Bar- 

oO ee te ay ve eget Ne Fe my ee ==, ~~, neveld tohelp his sister paint her 
By 2a" he. ; te ae Pete corp: Me Le <)> - += ~~  * ~~ ~~ house. From Mosinee, he was a 
oe fa Binge 2 td le. As. ys i, . phere: * ] — 2 retired elementary school 
a i  ————i 
ee ee - Ye oe ~~ . 
OC a CL Robert _Armeson was a dairy oO Ce Sa ee ee Sy Sb oe ON AS sO italia Ce. facner | Ale fare ee eee 

is ‘ ‘i j f town. 
This area on the east side of the village was where seven of the nine lives were claimed. eeu. eae 4 

dairy herdsman.
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Red Cross. 5 hth Outside, standing in pouring rain, 

asi anne on the scene operates a they heard a ser stele is bs 

claimed at least 60 are injured, many i 2 ou?” It was their neighbor, 10) 

critically. Those numbers could not ae goog Mauger, carrying his four-year-old 
be confirmed by authorities. The : ; % daughter. Mauger’s wife, Roberta, 

chaos of destruction needed no con- Madison on a call when the twister pregnant and two weeks overdue, 
firmation: descended from the skies on the’ was with them. 

The handful of homes that ‘still southwest edge of the village. The IN THE FIRST sunlight, Iowa 

stand are gutted and windowless; ambulance he was driving is the only County Sheriff Nicholas Basting was 
Mail from the heavily damaged emergency vehicle in town not de- leading emergency officials on a 

post office is strewn through the toyed. house-to-house search. Construction 

devastation like careless litter; Where does a guy start?” Wright J onicies from the Dodgeville Army 
Cars lie belly up or on their sides, @Sked as he walked through the J corve pase were starting to clear 

their roofs pressed about tree trunks, Gevastated landscape below the 1... the debris — which in this case 
some inside houses; watertower with co-worker Janet ie vieely the entire town. 

Sheets and blankets hang from Meudt. “It’s like you don't recognize“ wrnere’s no more Barneveld,” said 

trees like ghostly shrouds; Spun OWRD H, : one rescue worker gesturing to the 

On the southwest side of town, a | S°me residents recalled hearing qahris ail around him. “They'll have 
grove of 50-foot trees has been the village’s emergency sirens go off. to bring in the bulldozers and level 

sheared off as if by some giant lawn followed by a screaming, whining  .. ./ything, then build from scratch.” 
mower: noise. After that, the twister hit with x oie nd post was set up in 

‘The water tower is caved in on one Catastrophic explosion. what was once the center of Barne- 

side, Still bearing the name Barne- , Charlene Wright remembers the eid, and about 75 people were given 
veld, it now serves as a crumbling ‘Wister’s approach only as“adry and sneiter at Dodgeville High School 
tombstone marking a community of ‘istant thunder ... We never even white others were evacuated to the 
death. got to the bottom of the house, to the Riqgeway School. 

WITH ALL POWER out during the basements ok the windows “authorities initially barricaded the 
first hours after the monster tornado e an SOHEWHEHE ck parison town to everyone except police and 

hit, the predawn darkness was }, ae ue ayes bb le fire officials, including residents, 

broken only by the flashing lights of. home. She was among t mse celebrat- inti about 7:30 this morning, when 

emergency vehicles, as rescue es SP r good Ske Unis Ronee Mm" the press and others with passes for 

squads arrived from neighboring Ki ee ECORI GLEE he hol the area were allowed in to view the 

communities and worked feverishly ‘nner level ts Daan Wide ae a ae destruction. 

to free victims trapped within the Eee ng bales-of hay that sori eHow Residents were being allowed to 

wreckage. esnain = pas ae ed. toda re-enter the town by noon — but only 

Amid the crackling of walkie midst wrecka sector over si for the purpose of surveying damage. 
talkies and CB radios, men and gags of feet. B None of the homes are livable. 

women gathered in small groups, — «t1¢ the most god-awful thing I’ve Officials were delivering portable 

crying, consoling, sharing grief and.) .\' soon? said Till Mork, an fowa ‘oUets, installing emergency tele- 
exchanging news and rumors of Cc a ae phone and electrical lines, but only 

‘county sheriff's deputy who was on for the rescue operation 

death and injury. the scene less than an hour after the re a 

It was not until dawn that sunlight tornado hit. At last report, 50 injured had been 

first revealed the full extent of the THE HOME OF Barbara and Ted taken to a hospital in Dodgeville, 

cicpeal mie as of total chaos Arneson, brother and sister, was one others went to Madison, hospitals. 

and human tragedy. S . 
Downtown was gone. The State of the few houses left standing down- ae a - oi ges satoes | om Be 

Bank of Barneveld was wrecked, and town. A flickering candle revealed «4 hit so quick, you didn’t abd 

Army reserve units had moved in to | their sister-inlaw, Lois Anderson, on once to a ain a » said STKE 

prevent looting. A steady stream of huddled mutely ina corner inside. = Fok “1 just a a ie 

police, fire, army reserves and utility We're just lucky,” Barbara said. oti ne 10 a ti th Ree 
trucks poured into the town, which Lois and her husband, Carl Ander- a ia may 1 tes ai hth ees 

had been cordoned off, even to resi: S02, were not so lucky..While they hid ere wes aloumcrack ene enue 

dents, while rescue workers sifted M@ basement two houses away, their PUt all remember is giass flying ly. 

through the collapsed houses and home was reduced to rubble all | hag Peas a Qenie eric 

overturned vehicles looking for survi- around them. : We Tae Pan es . w a 

vors. el, admited Lois “We are very ot her house, “The roof ame of 
“People were crying and buried segg is face : 

under Pubble” pra assistant She recalled being awakened by se- ne ee Ca ne 

Hollandale fire chief Jim Hendrick- Vere lightning and heavy rain. Carl BS Oot 

son, one of the first rescuers on the had just got up to check the windows _ JILL WRIGHT, her left eye black 
scene this morning. He estimated When suddenly she heard a roar, and and blue, swollen and bandaged, de- 
that the dead and injured add up to. the couple headed for the basement. scribed the sound of the twister as 

about 12 percent of the village’s popu- Moments later, “the furnace col- being He pop cans explgaing, aa 
lation of 500. lapsed and the whole house went off.” _ “It’s just a relief I'm not dead,” said 

it’s unbelievable there weren't 100 _ Clad only in their pajamas, the An- Linda Jabs, as neighbors gathered 
or 150 people killed,” Hendrickson ob- “ersons managed to find raincoats, Si Ne ee ee 
served. He spoke of pulling a family boots and flashlights in a basement Who was evacuated to Dodgeville 

Seen cece rubble of thelt home, |St0tage room and make their way out igh Sehool, who was taken to Mau’ 
in which they had been buried alive. of the house, “afraid the ceiling would 0" and Dodgeville hospitals, who 
Three lived: the fourth smothered to Collapse on top of us.” 
death before Hendrickson could get 

to him. 

HOLLANDALE was one of about a 

dozen area fire companies to respond 

minutes after the twister hit. All re- 

mained on the scene at noon today.



was alive to talk about it this morn-, ea” Gen gt 8 ro ee Pe > 

ing, and who was dead. ‘te ke Sins Pe reuters ~~ pe OG S 2, — 

Tine destruction is so total an 0b: ieee MOC See Wagga “ACh 
server cannot see where there was 4 B® ake a ae oe DN ec ce: a 

sratown except by. signs on col! eae: Sie emer MER Sat 
lapsed buildings like the Barnevéld’ ag 1 ee ghee ge a eee 

“We will rebuild,” pledged bank Ae eee ge ae ee ae 

: 2 Coe Ra Ge 
2 Se vnspeo 

president Ted Arneson, but he added [>gay 0s sada) Ae are Lae oe ee C= P 

that insurance and federal and state § 4 we Pe ee ee Se ee a 

aid will be needed. eC es Ce a we 

All over the city, cars are upended, cae Lo pe ete a ce A — a 

trucks are overturned, and houses 0s es spseers sc) |G, oN xk ~ oe 

look like they have been put through figs qa - are oo Bee Coo aS eo . ae 

a blender. Power poles lie in piles Of (eames: sages ae oo eee Foe 

footpick splinters, Destroyed build Alga eis ieee a aE incecetTY A ePUE ea” 
ings include two feed mills and a & Se ses eg oo. So ae <<: tates 

major car dealer. The landscape [iii seats tyes pear ty aise ea PAS SESS. alae 
resembles the ruins of a model rail: j#guess eo alert gol Ur eu Pe ok 

road squashed by some giant hand”! fag ee Mire cae a — OS oe 

Stunned residents gathered just [ji/..saiimen es a eM 
: ee ee = i 

outside of town. People dressed if a ae re Pe 8 ~ scot ee . ae ce Ne a 

. P! oe ee. ge iS (Se % 

coats and nightgowns were still | ee ae OR Ae oe Cs ae a w 

waiting to go back to their homes'td [Mes 9 si 7 oo — <i: oa eo ] = 

i Sok a OR a 8 ee ey 
pick throughtherubble. li bie ag ee a) ae ks iif ce 

eee Ce ys oN 

a, ee I ee ee 
ee OE eee ee 
oe ee yO ee oo 
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RICH RYGH/The Capital Times 

At its worst. the tornado ground what once were houses to little more than large 
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£0’ Barneveld — A loud thunderclap awoke most Barne- Ve i ~ @ e 
veld residents moments before the tornado hit. ! in 

@ moo OS IT IN Wa MES TD Mie Bad te 

‘priv to aid of unconscious bo 
' “The lightning woke me up, and I didn’t like how the ‘ aires, 10 a d ae ces y 

dees were bending outside,” said Mary Ojibway, who ‘obert Guck, a nightclub deejay on his way home to 
oteéd at 405 Oak Park Dr. before a tornado destroyed the a, had been working in Mount Horeb. He stopped at 
Yhome early Friday. : sarneveld because of heavy rain. 

wee 

She went to get her son, Kerry, 16. “My son said we Fo a 

stato get to the Beserient,” ehe dala: f Frightened family huddles together 
They stayed in the basement for about an hour, while Douglas Salisbury Jr. lived on Sylvia Circle before the 

Saisaster reigned outside. tornado leveled the subdivision on Barneveld’s east side. 
* rhe house was gone and the lights I saw were from roe eee: it was the most recently 
our neighbor’s house,” Mrs. Ojibway said. The only part P i al : 

*6ftheir house that remained was a segment of the front When the tornado hit,’he was halfway to his base- 
Outside wall, she said. : etal He dislocated a shoulder falling into the basement. 

°" The garage was gone, but the truck that had been in it e fell onto his daughter, Megan, 8. 
‘remained where it had been parked. __ “My daughter was underneath me and the floor caved 
° Afraid to drive it over downed, live power lines, they in, I don’t know where the house is now,” he said. 
“gat in a neighbor's car for three hours. To keep warm during the downpour, he wrapped his 

pont seemed like an eternity, but we're alive and that’s BE eae tla Oe a 
;what’s important,” she said. 
Tae 

bé y ; 

Wall collapses during rush to basement The lightning woke me feptae ; . * jjgAbove the Village Bar and restaurant, owner Mark up, and I didn "t lik e how 
“Ri leout was watching television. His wife was sleeping. } 

basThe clap of thunder woke her up and they went imme- the trees were bending 
diately to the basement “because you could feel the pres- 2 i 

sure collapsing on the house,” Rideout said. “By the time ou t ‘Side. 
we got here (pointing to the basement), this wall was — Mary Ojibway 

@ falling. We dug to get in.” ( 

ey were joined in the basement by Dorothy Mc- Fe Cy Se RT TTT oe ET tee ana 

, the bar’s co-owner. When they decided it was daughter, his son, Kevin, 6, his wife, Patti, and himself in 
‘ Eto leave, the trio had to push up a collapsed side. some plastic. 

wall to get out. Te “T was too scared to do anything else for a while,” he _-A fourth person, William Friedli, had 2 deem on the said. 
ed. tie floor of the bar. None of the four was Ci cal Then he heard a hissing sound that he thought was a 

s ir be leak in his neighbor’s liquid propane gas tank and decid- Couple blown 500 feet from their dt 1 out of th t lai 
Ehiext door to the Village Bar, Theodore and Mae Tilley ae a non MG Raeementane cpptaingt, a 

S60 akened by the thunderclap. -“There isn’t much you can do about it,” he said. “You ae vere ae y Fd hae ea: see it all the time on TV and you wonder... .” 
#eeney tried to get out of bed ‘but realized they ~ Later Friday, he returned to the rubble of his home Gut of time. because his daughter wanted to find her six Cabbage 
“They stayed in bed, holding each other, but were Patch Kids dolls. 
itrown 500 feet out of the house, landing across the Ae reucaene 
street near an alley. : 
fe Fs jaravil 

Pheodore Tilley was unhurt, but his wife was taken to i ; : 
I somorial Hospital of Iowa County at Dodgeville for Boy loses entire family to deadly twister 
Be . 
observation. Elsewhere on Sylvia Circle, the loss was measured in 
BeAll Mr. Tilley could remember was “flying out mH terms of lives, not dolls. ; 

sae of the house going in circles and coming to in the At the Simon house, Bruce Simon, 35; his wife, Jill, 31, ies ae and their daughter, Cassandra, 8, were killed. 

a e said he and his wife crawled y patty OSTA A son, Trevor, nearly 2, was in the University of Wis- pretect themselves from the rain and debris. . consin Hospital and Clinics at Madison with a broken we're lucky we never got to the basement,” Mr. Til- pelvis, arm, leg and bruised kidney and liver, according 
ley.said. The floor above the basement caved in and col- to his uncle, Mark Simon, of Watertown. 
aps ed into the basement, he explained. x The hospital listed his condition as serious but stable. 
= He said he did not know where his 14-foot boat was. Several hours after the tornado struck, Mark was at 

S os Latin -. ae ie ee mere et his brother’s home searching for a will. ; temmained, but the . Weare Eee 

eS : Neighbors, relatives among the dead . ee 
Wve re lucky Wwe never got At the house south of the Simon house, a family of 

8 th b t 7 four survived the storm. 
0 e asem ent. William Aschliman said he and his wife, Beverly, were 

; — Theodore Tilley awakened by the loud clap of thunder. They each



grabbed one of the children, Rebecca, 3, and Robert, 4, : i ‘ ‘ as they ran to the cellar. re Woman buried three hours in debris : 
f : ; i ris of her As soon he closed the door, Aschliman said, he “heard Sandra Doeseckle was buried in the deb > SenngS BERIT ae Ss Barneveld home for three base Eeiday, pace ees e 

; , found her, according to her father, W s The family of Aschliman’s brother was less fortunate. former Milwaukee police officer. 
Charles Aschliman; his wife, Susan; and their two ling back,” Smith boys, Matthew, 2, and Michael, 4, reside in the home “They were yelling and she was yelling . : immediately behind that of William Aschliman. said. “They didn’t hear her and went away. 

tion and was Matthew died in the storm and his mother had a finger Later, Doeseckle managed to attract atten’ : 
amputated and suffered back injuries, according to Bev- freed and taken to a Madison hospital where she re erly Aschliman. — 4 mained Friday night. - 

At the home next to William Aschliman’s, Elaine Sle- She was worried about her money — $650 she ha 
witzke and her brother, James Slewitzke, died. left on her refrigerator, her father said. 

He had been staying with her as he painted her home, . found your money,” he told his daughter by 
neighbors said. steer. from featty Blue Mounds late Friday. after- 

Across the street from William Aschiiman’s home is noon. \ : Ve Holland home. Smith said a relative was looking through the debris 
Judy Holland and her son, Michael, 17, made it into and found the money “under a board. 

the home’s cellar. Judy’s husband, Kirk, didn’t. He was “[t’s the only thing she has left,” Smith said. 
killed. i 

a 

Farmer dies; rubble traps daughter 
On Barneveld’s west side, the tornado claimed the life 

of farmer Robert Arneson. 

Arneson’s wife, Bernadette, and his daughter, Sara, 
20, survived, although Sara needed 20 stitches to close a 
leg injury. She had been trapped in the rubble that had 
been her home until her brother, Eric, who lives next 
door, freed her. 

Robert Arneson’s brother was at the farm Friday 
afternoon, searching for wallets, purses, insurance poli- 
cies and other valuables. 

The brother, 67, did not want to be identified. He said 
his brother’s farm had been in “apple pie order.” 

Gone from the farm, in addition to the house, were 
three silos and an 80-by-60-foot barn. : 

Three tractors were smashed, the brother said, along 
with an antique Ford tractor that was Eric’s “pride and 
joy.” 

“You can always fix and build, but you can’t bring 
people back,” he said, as his eyes welled with tears. 

38-year-old father of two fatally injured 
Ralph Hammerly, 38, died when a piece of wood 

struck him in the head, according to his nephew, Ralph 
Reeson. Three other family members — Hammerly’s 
wife, Carol, and their two small children, Casper and 
Susan — were also in the home when the tornado hit. 

Rescuers removed Carol first. Then, it took them an- 
. other hour to free the two children. Mrs. Hammerly was 

taken to a Madison hospital where she was admitted for 
observation, Reeson said. 

Senior citizens found shelter together 
John Morrill, 73, lived in the senior citizens complex 

in Barneveld. 

“The first warning we had was when it knocked out 
all the windows and the roof ripped off the second sto- 
ry,” he said. 

Five other residents came into his room then because 
it was the only one with a roof left. ‘ 

They stayed there the rest of the night, but none slept, 
Morrill said. 

They didn’t leave, Morrill said, unti] about 6 a.m. be- 
cause they were afraid of stepping onto downed electri- 
cal wires.



It came so ast you __... Anda 
+ e e 8 e 

couldn’t describe it’ | “##/41s born 
BARNEVELD — Somewhere 

i idst By MATT POMMER describe it,” said Schaller, who works Has der ae oe prado Capital Times Staff Writer in the Barneveld school district of- : : : h fice. “The wind blew so hard, you When Carl Arneson left the Cindy Schaller lay in bed this morn- new it was a tornado.” basement of his decimated house, ing listening to what sounded like a The family’s 70-year-old, two-story he heard a voice, “Carl, is that “motor humming.” She thought that frame home was reduced to rubble in YOU? was odd since the electricity had a few seconds, she said, The Schall- It turned out to be his neighbor, gone off. Outside her home in Barne-. ers’ Dodge extended van was tossed — Tom Mauger, Tom was carrying veld the wind had quieted and the  ypside down into the debris, But only his four-year-old daughter. Tom’s rain had eased. Then the killer tor- Cindy needed hospital care. wife, Roberta, was still in the eo ai Cindy and her husband Bob were in basement of their home. “The wind came up. You knew it their upstairs bedroom. Bob got to was bad. You should just feel the tre- the bathroom before the tornado hit Pi tallels 5 went We mendous pressure. You knew some- while Cindy only got to the top of the : thing was wrong,” said Schaller today stairs. Their 19-year-old son Mark While most rescuers worked from her bed at Madison General was trapped in his bedroom. Their 14. desperately to save lives, one Hospital. - year-old daughter Melanie appar- Squad was helping bring a new “There were six people in our ently got downstairs. Their 16-year- _ #@ into the world, the child of house, I thought someone was song old daughter Melissa and her boy- had happened to their baby. Rescue to die. IL.came so fast you really can’t friend, Jan Zander, were in the living authorities had found the infant on a 
room. nearby lawn. As she began her trip to 

“All of a sudden I was just falling. I the hospital, Cindy told them where 
was waiting for the final blow. I to find the parents. 
thought ‘I’m going to be hit with The, Schallers were first alerted to Something, and I'll be dead,’” Cindy _ the storm when their fire alarm beep Tecalled. A large piece of the house went off. It had apparently been trig- eventually hit her in the back. gered by an interruption in electric “As I laid there we just screamed service, followed by a new surge of for each other. One by one, we knew power. Cindy decided to reset the we were all there. Melanie appeared digital alarm. It was 12:50 a.m. out of nowhere, and I told her to put Shortly afterward the power went off pressure on my back. I knew I was completely. 
bleeding. I knew I wasn’t paralyzed “y : . 5 remember there was no rain and ee Aap _ my toes. heaq 20 Wind. But there was a lot of light- f ate a ae sais Or ning and thunder. I was lying in bed 
Won 2 Boa B ah h SUES eed ae sounded like a motor humming. eee = by then, therralt Wasi Tut it couldn't have beena motor be- pouring on the debris that had been” (4.6 there was no electricity. I the Schaller home. Other neighbors asked Bob what he thought it was. a began to gather at the home of Roger P and Jo Uptegraw, which hadn’t been “Then the wind started up. There 1 as badly damaged. was no time to get to the basement. I 
Among those who came there was__couldn’t even get the 15 or 20 feet to 

a young couple who didn’t know what — the stairs.” she said. a = ns = . 
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on ths 
west side of town, a grove of 50-foot “Aithough Wright lost parts of her The Wisconsin State Patrol said all 
trees had been sheared off as if by nome, she was among those counting county roads leading into Barneveld 
some giant lawn mower. ; their good fortune this morning in not had been closed. “Six or seven squads 

_The water tower is caved in on one jocing any of her family. have been there helping with the traf- 
side. Still bearing the name of the vil- Next to Wrights’ house the whole fic problem since 4 a.m.,” the dis- 

lage, it now stands like a bleak tomb- ynper level of a barn was lifted off, patcher said. 
Stone over a community of death. revealing bales of hay thathadsome-. Authorities said they expected to 

With all power out, the predawn how remained neatly stacked amidst allow residents to reenter the town 
darkness was broken only by the wreckage scattered over hundreds of sometime around noon. But it will be 
flashing lights of emergency vehicles feet. only for the purpose of surveying the 
as rescue squads worked feverishly It's the most god-awful thing I've damage. None of the homes are live- 
to free those trapped inside. _ ever seen,” said Jill Mork, an Iowa able. 
Amid the noise and confusion of County sheriff's deputy who was on _At last report, 37 injured had been 

walkie-talkies and CB radios, men the scene less than an hour after the taken to a hospital in Dodgeville, an- 
and women gathered in small groups, tornado hit. other 20 to Madison hospitals. Some 
crying, exchanging news andrumors ‘Phe home of Barbara and Ted had been pronounced dead on arrival 
of death and injury. .. a. i, Ameson, brother and sister, was one at each. Rescue workers were saying 

It was not until dawn’s first light of the few houses left standing down- that at least eight had died as of 8:30 
that the full extent of the damage be- town A flickering candle revealed this morning. - 

came known. The sun rose here tore- their sister-in-law, Lois Anderson, “It hit so quick, you didn’t get a 
veal a panorama of chaos and human jyddied mutely ina corner inside. chance to do anything,” said Ruth 
tragedy. “We're just lucky,” Barbara sai Hauck. “I just can’t believe it. It 

a ok was gone. The State | 1 ois and her husband, Carl ee lasted maybe 10 minutes at the most. 
a of Barneveld — wrecked, and GA ere not so lucky. While they hid There was a loud crack and lightning, 
rmy reserve units had moved in to in their basement, two houses away, but all I remember is glass flying by.” 

prevent looting. A steady stream of their home was reduced to rubble all © Rowena Kirschbaum was up with 
police, fire, army reserves and utility around them. her daughter, who had the flu, when 
trucks poured into the town, which ti), admitted Lois, “We are very the twister hit. “It’s gone,” she said 
had been cordoned off, even to resi- jycky to be alive.” about her house. “The roof came off, 
dents, while rescue workers sifted | She said she was awakened by se- and everything came out. Every- 
through the collapsed houses and vere lightning and heavy rain. Carl _thing’s gone.” 
overturned vehicles looking for survi- had just gotten up to check the win- “It sounded like pop cans explod- 
NORS q _. dows .when suddenly she heard a_ ing,” said Jill Wright, her left eye 

People Whe doceitent las 5 and buried roar. The couple headed for the base- black and blue, swollen and band- 
under rubble,” reported assistant ment, Shortly after, “the furnace col- aged. 
Hollandale fire chief Jim Hendrick- japseq and the whole house went off.” ie Ree ais 
son, one of the first rescuers on the Clad only in their pajamas, they “It’s just a relief I’m not dead,” said 

scene this morning. He estimated managed to find raincoats, boots and Linda slabs, as, neighbors) palniered 
that the dead and injured add up to fashlights in a storage room and around her, sharing reports about 
about 12 percent of the village’s popu-¢ rake their way out of the house who was evacuated to Dodgeville 
lation of 500. Pijalwarcafrat the ceili : High School, who was taken to Madi- 

wis : : ig would : : 
It’s unbelievable there weren’t 100 collapse on us,” Lois said. son and Dodgeville hospitals, who 

or 150 people killed,” Hendrickson ob- ~ ag the sun caine up Towa County | WS alive to talk about it this morn- 
served. His department, as well as Sheriff Nicholas Basting Nae ae g ing, and who was dead. 
about a dozen other area fire compa- ‘ci Suey were available. 
nies, responded shortly after the <mengency officials on a house-to- The destruction is so total an ob- Roger Jabs, Barneveld, “I left 

4 : ‘i house search, to see if any one was server cannot see where th P ; : . twister hit and remained on the scene jet trapped in the rubble downtcun . there was a Barneveld about 3 a.m. from what I 
allnight. Construction’ vehicles from. thel-is » except by signs on col- could see the west side of town was 

At. AL WAORDE Henke. the clock I lapsed buildings like the Barneveld ; t flattened. d fi i 
B : Dodgeville Army reserve base were State Bank. All over the ci just flattened. And from friends I 

stopped at 12:50. starting to clear away the debris : er_the_cityare_: heard the other side is worse. I woke 

Wright, a member of the Barneveld nich in this case is virtually the en UPeNded cars, overturned trucks, and’ yp with the roof on top of me. Our 
Emergency Rescue Team, was in tire town, houses that seem to have been put house is just totally flattened. 
Madison on a call when the twister “There's no more Barneveld,” said through a blender. Power poles were 

descended from the skies on the one rescue worker as he pointed to turned into toothpick splinters. En; «My wife woke up and said, ‘What 

southwest edge of the village. The tne  debris-scarred  watertower. “© buildings were destroyed, includ- js that noise?’ ” She went to the living 
ambulance he was driving was the They’) have to bring in the bulldoz- ing the old fire station, two feed mills, room and the next thing she new she 
only emergency vehicle in town not ors and level everything, then build a major car dealer, two churches and was 60 feet across the yard and in the 
penoyed conn goraten. 2 most houses. — Sy got a 7-month-old baby. 

“Where does a guy start?” Wright es. i like the I checked for the baby. Digging 
asked as he walked through the it fragt ey ar _ pe abe ee a ee a through the ceiling and plaster board 

devastated landscape below the dam- ‘11... accessed the damage. About 75 giant hand came down and squashed 2nd firslly got down to her. She's OK 
aged watertower with co-worker o cre elventatiller AU DodEe- f just scratches. I didn’t know where 
Janet Meudt. “It’s like you don’t ae High ate aid Bio oe is my wife was, I sat there in rain yell- 
recognize your own town.” ; i , ing for my wife.” 
aie Heder recalled hearing ee Po ee ein Some people, especially older resi- 

the village’s emergency sirens go off, vlan. penned ions ; dents, looked stunned. People dressed 
Bi Beng sacs S to everyone except police and fire of- ‘ il 

followed by a whining noise. After ficials, includi esidents, until ™@ coats and nightgowns were stil 

ister hit with a cata [Clals, meucms re : waiting to go back to their homes to 
that, the twiste about 7:30 this morning, when the B 10 8 : 
strophic explosion. ‘ : : pick through the rubble. As of 8:30, no 

‘ press and others with passes for the fficial lists of the injured or,dead 

Charlene Wright remembers the 2744 were allowed in. Officials were) Ol!" "SIS o a : 

twister's approach only as “a dry and bringing in portable toilets. Emer- 
distant thunder ... We never even gency phone and electricity was 

got to the bottom of the house, to the being installed 
basement, before the windows - 

started coming out.”



Jim Myers is the third generation pect a ae nace pe 

to operate the Myers Oil Company axes as a” xdeaincwithallof ee 
in Barneveld. The business was tip same ie tent i... 
started with his grandfather, Lee in se Spey einos S ay oe 
1946, who was joined by his®so i i : Pr | ~*~ 

Thane, and Jim joined” with his business orhave put theirlandin he gag el 7 
father to make it a "family-run busi-, 10-year program, he adds. (AKC gS  lU—r— ~~ ly: others "being competive" and giving FE seat LU “| 

@& "Everybody relies on everybody 800d mele are hallmark qualities Lo OU . oe - 
else in a small town," Myer said. "We in Barneveld. omer) peep | ie «CD 
have to provide a service to keep | tue 4 ee 
people buying in town--that way the 2 Or -——Omrté—“—OéO—™—OOSCO 
money stays in town, too." CS r—e——“_SOSOSOSSOS 
Like others, the company is feeling ee, 

the ‘burden’ of being new. "Nice is ES BE ve 

nice, but you pay for a new building," 
Jim said. "There’s a lot of added ex- EY e ie o Ol L co 
pences that you’re forced to pay." ® 
He mentions new equipment, up- Barneveld, WI 
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eo i. ae SUPPORTING JUNE DAIRY MONTH — 
" NY 3 ” oe We're proud to service a high % of the top 

& 4 La : age a ee DHIA herds in lowa County. 
S| : =... a 3 ’ : ' FF a rr 2 Wright's Feed Service 

“te ee . F Barneveld, WI 
% ee 7 ~ - - 

ee van a Al Wright’s Feed Service has ite ===" 
Ga ~ of the ‘old look.’ only a large bin was 

: i ae. ov brought over from the ruins of 
4 eo ae he ‘downtown’. Two years after the tor- 

Ve ES 2 ys) é ¥ nado Wright and his crew were 
YS eS A 8 ‘ feeding 71 percent of the top herds. 
» oy Qo in Iowa County. "I don’t know the 

‘ care er Oe a : percentage right now," says Wright, 
A Nie . Ao "I haven’t seen a DHIA chart for a 

: ~~. my 2 ge o couple of years, but it’s a high per- 
: \ 6 centage." 

‘ % Phi yy ee About the tornado, Wright said, "I 
" E rk nN rr YN know it’s made the business people 

Mi ~ 4 i ne, in Barneveld more close-knit. We 
NY A fe know the importance of ‘you scratch 

{ Ng ial Se ge my back, I'll scratch yours.’ I don’t 
ih ate “> ae 0) eee care what Randy charges for 

gas..that’s where I’ll get my gas," he 

Jeanne and Roger Jabs, Barneveld, wait with 7-month- adds, ee oe true for buying 

old daughter, Leslay, to be picked up in Dodgeville. See SOE TOW 
—State Journal photo by Edwin Stein 

Jabs spent the next minutes dig- 
ging through the ceiling and plaster 

. board to find his infant daughter. The 
seven-month-old is ““OK, just 
scratches,” he reported. 7 

Others parents were not so lucky; 
at least two children — one only three E 

years old — are reportedly among 
the dead.
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a. The town keeps growing---and are 

i. trying to fill "empty lots." Carl Ar- 

at neson notes that money is available 

Bae in the village for construction of 
ee ; 

: Pe new buildings. 
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| 9, aa 's spirit never was broken by the tornado.



On either side of them the destruc- 
tion was equally complete. Only their 

Friday, December 14, 1984 —the daily cardinal house remained standing, thanks to 
the massive oak trees that had 
deflected much of the tornado’s force 
and probably saved their lives. 

But the structural damage was too 
2) _ | 3 p he ’ great; the walls and roof had literally 

4 fF | > os puffed up like a balloon amid the high 

_ —— , oS The house their father had built 70 
_ 3 _ Lo 9 lie years before, where Barbara and Ted 
- I -_. _ FF iv ———— had lived their whole lives, would ““ 
-_ | _ 4 4 I ’ 3 have to come down, and a new one 

os a hUCUCmmhUOt™~*# 7? | | Eas | people were left with far less. More 
3 oy taken 4 | lUlCUG u 4 than a few homes were instantly pul- 

|e ~~) i. = verized by the tornado, the buildings 
> a . oe 4 _ | 1 / | the funnel cloud and then strewn 

: ihe  . cs fT / i 7 i i . haphazardly for miles around. Every- a. : s “| 7 1 i eS 7 where lay bits and pieces of once- 

Sf BAM + crecious photographs, toys, siver- ee xs = _ ree ware, books and the like. Those who ’ 2 », |, & survived such complete obliteration Ro a gf Z no longer had anyplace to go. _ 4 _ od Pa ay — Help was swift in coming. Almost 
. 428 2 hmhmhUmUmhme immediately a vast fleet of bulldozers 

: : s o- . ee and trucks materialized, bearing the 
i — 7 yr a names of dozens of cities and towns 

. ; ed é fs hr across the state that wanted to do 
‘ : something for the stricken community. 

® The power company had electric lines 

Barbara and Ted Arrneson’s house going paee up jess ineh 24 hours hod tobe denclished: after the disaster struck. Where 
necessary, workers Sunk new utility 

answer the door. It was a neighbor, poles to take the places of ones 
“Twas down on the porch when | weeny ony 8 night eneked. te Ped. at e one oad 

heard the trees start cracking. All of a i Set By te Fah is oleae a aut eee. d sudden | felt the whole porch collapsed, and he needed help to Crews cut ee ae “ee 
chudder” rescue his wife who lay trapped inthe _gling trees and pulled hun: : “pou! aeson WaWithied the aor’ wreckage. sheets * pease be O' 4 

and ran to the basement. “I yelled ine Ayesaas stepped ourmto the ee Ra . See ee j 
she could to the basement. “I yelled storm and stood transfixed for a ee Paces Sigleas ts pos . 

for my brother Ted, but his bedroom moment Ever ‘epugh the Sark and ae ih r fauiiilies and converted was on the other side of the house the rain they could see the devasta- : = = 2 a whick Was 
and by then the roar was so great a tion. “My other brother had a house _ e a aE en rsose ad 
couldn’t hear me,” she said. “It just up the road, and we looked and it pe ed, | PUFA 
couldn't have been more than four was gone, just gone;_we thought he a seconds later that | got to the base- . WAS dead,” she remembered. The scene in the garage was chao- ment, and by then the tornado was “He and his wife got into the base- tic, but inspired. Those in need found ° 
right there. | got down next to this big “ment at the last second. That's the clothes, food, tetanus shots, and freezer in the southwest corner and __.Mly reason they weren't killed. Oth= compassionate hands to cleanse and 
just hunched over and waited. erwise they would have been blown dress their wounds within. People 

“The noise was tremendous, the right out of the house. : < who needed more serious attention 
breaking of the glass and those big Soon emergency crews from allover were quickly taken to nearby 
trees coming down. They say it only _ the county began arriving, and the hospitals. 

& lasted 15 seconds, but it seemed alot Survivors peget ee. eee Tool benches were hastily con- longer to me than that,” she said. “It oe ae compa oe had verted to food preparation centers, was terrifying, life-scaring.” : , 
The 7 thing oha kee gomecng =| U6?" lve Houses: e Saas eee poe 

was knocking at her door. She and @ mess) car sdtagaa owe eg duct tape and tools hanging on the climbed the basement stairs in time to Street from Barbara — Suiscal aaa walls. see Ted, who was also all right, Now there was nothing. a



Maybe 100 pee “Nineteen new families are going to 

cadet and Fae eh oe ord. be moving into ace ae to 

shared their horror at the tragedy, and any time you put in an application toa oo oe ohare it = the 

doy a) DENS ate cea st ee drawing board for a long time, but the 

A message board was set up so th 9 P contractors got greedy and decided to 
that neighbors could still communi- en : go somewhere else. Now since the 
cate with each other. Notices were “Every time | try to get on the tornado, everybody wants to build ~ 

posted by doctors who had placed phone, | end up talking to the same here.” 

themselves on 24-hour call, people people from Atlanta,” she huffed. “You Ted smiled. “One of those families 
with bulldozers and tractors willing to try to get tough with them, and they is even a different color than you and 

pe eubelvise, aie one young Aoman just get sassy. We've even tried to get me,” he said. “We're all going to grow 
who volunteered to babysit for as Senator Proxmire to put some pres-_—iittle bit from this tornado, you wait 
many children as she could fit in her sure on them, and they won't even and see.” 

house. respond to him!” she said. “They don’t Their professional functions aside, 
The biggest note was left by Kathy -.a1ize what they're doing to people,” though, the Arnesons still demon- 

and Tom Maugher, whose baby was @ py -necon continued visibly upset. : strated an uncommon love and devo- 
week overdue the night the tornado They should be up here, not down in __tion for their hometown. Barbara went 
struck. “IT'S A GIRL!" it proclaimed, atlanta. They've got an entirely differ- __ $0 far as to get special power lines 
along with the new arrival's weight ent climate than we do. You call them run to the filter and pump for her 
and measurements. More than one up and say, we just had a 29-degree swimming pool, so she could open it 

person paused and smiled at the night here and people want to start up to the community's children right 

small sign of new life among so much viding before the ground freezes. away, 
tragedy and death. And they say, ‘Really? My that's inter- The bank building stayed up during 

The Salvation Army began setting gcting, Thanks forthe weather report.’ the tornado, but was severely dam- 
up chairs at one end of the garage, : aged, forcing the Arnesons to run the 
and soon a 300-pound man wearing “The money’s going to come, | Barneveld State Bank from a trailer. 

the group’s full-dress uniform and guess, but right now I’m a little impa- Next to her desk on the wall she dis- 

strumming a 12-string guitar began to _ tient,” she said, as tears appeared at played, proudly, her building permit. “I 

sing religious songs. His singing was _ the corners of her eyes and her voice want people to know that we're going 

loud and hearty, but decidedly off-key. wavered just a bit. “I really feel for to build, because they were saying, S 
In another setting it would have been __ these people. My own problems are we think you and Ted are going to 

funny. bad enough, from being right in the just sell the bank and leave town. 
But in the chairs before him sat two mainstream of this disaster, but these Now | can point to the permit and say, 

older women, each with an arm people really need help.” we’re staying, look at this. 

around the other’s shoulders, openly - aoe i = “| guess they thought Ted and | 

weeping. Their feeling could not be odie hoe were going to move to Atlanta,” she 

mistaken: it was grief, cold and unmis- 702° Sieh: Oeaanona new _ said sardonically, with obvious dislike 
takable, that came bubbling up from | - i, aS een ne toe for the bureaucrats in that city 

Ine women's cous slo n Here ait cote the costs. In the meantime, she had been fighting with. “And we 

= they're living ina house that escaped said, why would we do a thing like 
Many people who had been banter- acciruetion, but was abandoned By:lts that? This is our home. Our family’s 

ing in the good-natured fashion jenants alter the dleasier been here for a hundred years.” 

common to survivors stopped and Obvicuely. Barbara Bs Aran ROW Obviously, it would take more than 
swallowed hard at the sight, and more- totak Ys fikemecives But a mere tornado to make Barbara and 

so the sound. The looks on a dozen pies ae once a helping ics Ted Arneson pull up stakes and leave 

faces said, my God, it really hap- ti y aa ‘torsade whe wersiaesdor: ~Darmeveld. Their roots are there, as 

pened, our town has been destroyed. eon “ts preblem of steward- deep and strong as the oak tree roots 

ee pr i that held back the twister and saved 
* * * ship,” Ted explained. “Someone has heir lives 

to look after those who need lookin : je i 

Three months later, Barbara Arne- after,” And in small towns, bankers ae As Barneveld puts its pieces right. 
fe j ay and grows in the years to come, it will 

son was growing impatient. She and _ often in a position to make a real Rape 
her brother Ted operate Barneveld’s _—_ difference. be because of the Arnesons e pee 
bank, which their father founded, and Largely through the Arnesons’ ple ee a ee bisa 

they had been trying to speed upthe _ efforts, dozens of new homes are something gone Se sous 
fotribuilt : p ; % and are willing to work to keep it and 

distribution of federal funds to people being built, and those with lesser kat Fibre prosperele B 

trying to rebuild their homes, their damage now sport sparkling new oh il 2 oes aaBe ihe 

businesses and their lives. shingles and siding. New families are. ear canivataae ofinetemade. 

Things were.not going as well as being pass gots sly a the bank is going to hold a big party 

Barbara would have liked. “It’s just a oiee! eauily prograiy atielows for the whole town,” Barbara said. 
} people without a lot of money to help ft fees or ae 

lot of red tape, (a lot of paper- build their houses in return for good Cerone aes 
shuffling,” she explained. “You know, jan rates, It promises to be quite a party.
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Top: Barbara opened her pool fo neighbourhood children, The girl in the water needed 150 stitches 

to close her scalp after crashing through a plate-glass door during the storm. #+- .
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A small town with 
an awesome Work fOFCO@ a er 

—se : a _ , listed in a yellow Barneveld direc- 
/ oe sas i. tory, available at most bussiness 

: — ——“‘COOUOUOCOUOUCOCOC~—C — places in town. According to the 
Dl @2@+=—~—.——.—C—C—C—”—U _____... directory there’s not much they 

—rrrtw—”—“‘OiOOCiwiCi‘SSCS 8 i 62't offer. From baking cakes, 

: 2 8 = «see crafts, helicopter service, carpenter 
a 1 — cK 2g i BE xe WK--the list goes on and on, 

: <. RE ME  aliaygitl ge A Barneveld brochure says, "The 
a. SS ee zee. bison made it, Native American 
ee ee OO. — La  Ct~—‘( SS—ST. ttrribees traveled it for thousands of 

Wis —- — een eee 0 SC#cas, and European scettlers--their 
LEE cw wagons loaded--followed it (Today, 

| GG it is the Barneveld Walking 
|. _ _ oe —— ee << ~—S—é“‘<‘éWU~)~6h€f Tour)...west to the frontier’. 

a : gg "— +=Perhaps, Barneveld, 1985, was the 
— ee“ * ——— new frontier for many as they moved 

ee o oe ani SF ee __, forward--not knowing what the fu- 
| — a _ a Cie . ee ture held. Today, they are as one 

person put it "an awesome work 

cipia BARNEVELD IMPLEMENY > 
Barneveld, Wisconsin 

KNOWN BY OUR SERVICE see 

fee 

—r—~—~—~—~—r——C—COB —=—me 
Cr _— 

%, 6:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. % 
wer” Bar Open Until 2:00 a.m. Ye ” 

Eee 'e 
CG Dairy pride award winning .. . Coo 

: 77 Betsy's Kitchen ln» 
Barneveld, WI



@ Oldest bank in county, locally owned 

has long-standing record in community service 
we BP cane 2a ee 

by Jeanie Lewis People had been evacuated shortly 2 | 

It’s June 8, 1984, just at dawn...my after the tornado struck--leaving in <n en 

son-in-law, Kim Cleary, and I walk its wake a town in ruins, its people a — eae ae == = 

“nto Barneveld to take pictures of a torn with grief, and the burden of . bere hin Y ie ee 

destruction--so_ terrible that not rebuilding. hk a; “ me aa) = a nae 

even pictures can begin to tell the It’s hard not to think of this time, = coke 2 a hank i | aa 

whole story. _ especially _now--today marks od ; ) e se ies d : a ree 

Our first’ sight of the Barneveld Barneveld’s five year milestone of j ay). It Was eLOWNEG 85.3 Crome 

State Bank was of heavy-duty equip- rebuilding their town, their homes . Soa Banker." The name was 

ment taking out large chunks of the and its people. They've done an ex- changed to its present one in 1904 

‘broken’ bank as volunteers with cellent job, I thought as I walked when banking laws required 

equipment began the process of and drove through the village coe of such financial institu- 

making the town safe for several times in the past week. soto e i at the time was 

townspeople to come back. Like a lot of places here, I'd been Hae a ae ve s were Jerome 

to the bank for pictures and stories . ‘Although the heb Jong been 

OO : . Tornado." bank as Cashier. The bank enj dd 

iG 13. fe Because the Barneveld State Bank steady growth and in iofiecasned 

i — _- er fet ee i statewide attention as it celebrated 

— _ hs I 1 i its first $1,000,000 of deposits; with 

——— - : ee = 8 ie de Ones capital stocks of $40,000; surplus 

— - close relationship wil ie com- peed gee 

> yl munity. They-like most of the ce and undivided profits of 

© : o | pene a oo se we a When Jones retired in 1940, he 

: — | active in the many local or eae Oise 
— i Seuions cian g church sold the controlling interest to his 

;.- coups, the American Legion and long-time —_employee--Arneson,’ 
- rea "Race Pepenils ie who became President and Chair- 

— HATY,, MUSIC Eee man of the Board; and he appointed 

: _ | Club, Girl Scouts, 4-H: Firemen, John B. Watkins, Vice President; 

: as | | + Rescue Squad, the B: arneveld Ad- David Baumgartner John Minix, 

: - _ ae ee and others. and Edgar Arneson as Directors. 

a - _ 7 mtn community homeowners Under Arneson’s leadership the 

. es ; bank continued to prosper. The 

_ : This past Sunday, while I was bank touched all aspects of the com- 

_ taking pictures of the bank s drive-in munity life, serving as the financial 

|| _ service, I noticed a Norwegian ee and social cornerstone of the com- 

_ flying as Rhy eae Cie ee munity--that’s true yet today. 

_ We do that for Sypende Ma Up until recently, loans were given 

- Carl. "In March we fly the Irish one "with a handshake--" a man’s word-- 

| for (Mayor) Mary Ann Myers; then so to speak--was all that was neces- 

eal mS ae yee vite Hag sary to obtain a loan. "That tradition 

_ ior Ralph: Thom ane ee ne long-standing one," Carl said 
— : Carl smiles, perhaps thinking of this Was a ome Senin Ones een 

4n-town’ celebrations for its own id gia reno ota 

— people. "They're the only ones who Carl would’ prefer that method et 

_ have brought in their nationalities today, but notes, "We have to ete 

_ / flag, otherwise we'd probably fly the re uirements of — bank 

. others," Carl adds. he ulations" 

— — Probably, my first encounter with es 

_ i fas SecRa The bank is a member of the In- 

ea the bank esi sap — — AC dependent Bankers Association of 

_ neson as I did my first ‘big story. It America and the Independent Bank 

was the Barneveld Tulip Story. Bar- : 2 P as 

— | _ neveld made national and interna- of Wisconsin, Thev are also insured 

oS — o tional headlines at that time, too, by the F.D.L.C. Carl says, "It’s harder 

— when they received thousands of to do business this way--as many 

4 tulips and other flowering bulbs people just don’t understand the 

. _ from their sister city in Barneveld, banking profession’s new 

ei so Holland. > philosophy." 

| a And, I’ve taken pictures of the girl 

| ae -—. scouts selling cookies just inside the 

i eerie! door of the bank.



I also recall getting a notice from 
the Barneveld State Bank when I Ga CO ————— was very ill in 1973. Today, ’'m not _ : =. sure who started the fund, but they _ : ——r—~—~—~—— a... started it out with a $100 donation of 2. a a’ a their own. I mentioned this to Carl = CS - Arneson, today, as I interview for _ ee |g i this story. He doesn’t remember...I : 2 ee ‘ didn’t expect him too.. oe _F— —., — 4 Carl mentions that attracting new See a a industry to Barneveld is hindered in Pace | 4. 5 one way as "there are no old build- > = Fi 

the village and the bank have in the to eb — ee 2 eas past, and they'll continue, to make ~ SET llti<“i~—~™O—OOO 
projects. "We want to fill in the cc OM —sSS vacant lots." Carl adds. So —r—~——.—C—COrCUCizC CSC 
President until his ‘retirement in C—O 1962 when his son, Theodore I. Ar- _. CC 

Beene sostiee ames erence The Barneveld State Bank offers drive-in service to its customers--yet oes Nee ey another service provided to accommodate the area’s banking needs. 
from the Board of Directors and 
their seats were filled by Philip G. 
Arneson and Theodore I. Arneson. 
The death of Watkins and resigna- 
tion of Baumgartner created vacan- 
cies which were filled by sons Carl F. CHARGg ast 
Arneson and Anton S, Arneson Jr. 
Anton Arneson, Sr. died in June of dent of the bank, Theodore Ar- ne a 5 neson as Chairman of the Board, 1969. Phillip Arneson resigned. tlicir sister Barbartiis’ Senior V3 

Anton’s daughters, Barbara A. Ar- Ra geet atpard as Senior id eine 2 President; Valonne C. Eckel is neson and kebecca Arneson Nause, Cashier, with Carls wife Lois as Ex- 
took up the reins, forming a five- ecutive Secretary; and Bernard e member family directorship of the Bober is Senior Loan Officer. "Ted Barneveld State Bank. said this management succession re- In 1969 the bank opened a branch alignment will provide more time 
office in the village of Ridgeway. "I for his real estate brokerage busi- ——_— can hardly believe we’re celebrating ness from his office in the bank," . —r—™  . a 20 year anniversary," Carl said. Carl said.  ——“i—OO—O—C—C — This, of course, was done to "better I mentioned seeing Barbara work- __ — = —se | serve the community." The bank’s ing in her flower garden as I waiked eect ie 64 es financial resources are tied almost about town. Carl said, "Ted and a Ff Fe a entirely to the area it serves, itsown Barbara are now semi-retired so lc Lay r= success depends upon the they can pursue other interest." Lo | a ek! .. | community’s prosperity, he said. Chatting with Ted about several 9 emeeeeeel : _ a. _ In 1981 I took pictures of their events featured in the Dodgevile Gage M8 ag = 4 open house, celebrating 85 years of Chronicle in the past, we glanced | oF oe fl (ft es continuous service toBarneveldand out the upstairs window (looking . “ae ‘. oo ir. the area. east). "Remember when all those | _— “—— ,_  , At the time of the tornado, the beautiful trees were planted..look 92 Ae eee rr Barneveld State Bank-like many at how they've grown!" Ted ex _ == === financial institutions--was | ¢x- claimed. "We've got Dorothy Jones | 6. periencing "difficult times" due to Frautsch to thank for them, Pil al- “2 

the farm crisis. The bank has always ways remember how she handed me played a vital role in supporting the the $50,000 trust check to be used to area’s agricultural sector, and when beautify our town." 
agricultural prices fell, the bank also —- Mrs, Frautsch had presented the felt the crunch, check as a "fond remembrance of When asked how the banks busi- her own childhood in Barneld." Her 
ness is today, Carl notes, "The fact father, Jerome J. Jones, was the we're still here and are continuingto founder of the Barneveld State 
serve the community is evidence in Bank. 

S itself that we’ve been able tosurvive- Carl does not measure a bank’s -all the trials and tribulations." success by the magnitude of its 
growth or of its size--"It’s the quality 
of service that you provide. That’s 
what we’ve prided ourselves on 
these 93 years. We’re a safe bank, 
with a good record." Smiling, he 
adds, "That still stands today.” as
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id 7 | it ee view of oo as it marks a five-year milestone of growth since the devastating tornado of June 8, 1984. 

‘a ore, is noted for its fresh I nici y and ing, st © cuts of s | At the 1000 Island Bar and Cafe, "cians who come to the shop and After two years of schooling, strug- fj 

aE Be ey ri as well as "hometown } ori Thousand’s rustic looking 1 2 train. In the four years she has been gling and planning, on Feb 26, 1987 

OW this fac ne customer mentioned \-ohin is bustling with 8 in business even "perm rods are ever she opened for business. Often the 
iid this fact saying, "He (Ron Jabs) is (ADM #s bustling with people asthey oy aging” BO inimaculate wi ( J iS come in for her "noon-time changing. volunteers she helped to feed in 

Sa imm. en he is cutting and sje" Bree in. ' i 
We packaging meat. And th s \cials. Hodgson loves the people of the 1984 stop in. "They are thrilled to 

af) everything is Gk avi 4 say when | If pressed, Barneveld people will community and enjoys her work. "I see the town now," she says, adding: ( 

it’s b tleie’ She een Cae “ne about "right after the tornado." cane a st eS and They're the kind of people who 

Name liking the "old-time quality of having cat” else, Thousand | We Dave ve never Deen SOITy | would come in a time of need, and 
iis my teat eas ones oe oe ees in to Rg s are way meh ie age in Bar- they're the kind who are thrilled to 
2) game Watch," she adds. possible. People needed a | 2 2 : see our community thriving.” She 

in ee la hi : sali Betsy’s Kitchen was one business ‘ . ‘ 
ls kind of concern towards their tBes ace Fe eee | that a birth "because of the tor- ee, ee 
- oe is also found in Anita as wavy lines to resemble an i hd nado." In the aftermath of the tor- y, Grange apr 2 Nea 

le Ge pone sci . give better ser- i and began business, Kaien, chel built, nado, the newly built Brigham Town ia ee ee 
4 : s day she’s re-arranging | rare ’ ni Greg Ws kn "Bets : “ayer 

S| Ir ene aes long rows of shelves Pag Tae epee { Kitchen" Peary Percosod h ome ae eee oe 

iu |aioee: Aftes the oe grocety #never crossed my mind," she ait | came the coordinator for food baits Fay acu sis ts 
a the sore val —— Noa up § Bonnie Baker Hodgson, with 13 | preparation. Betsy, and, as she puts calling haw baked Gitin ee ianed a i 

1 “warchouse people Fecha etek .byfycars of —_ experience at| it'with the help of hundreds, 4 now business she relates: "Now 1 | 
499 Today, she’s fi pie, she explains. j Blanchardville, decided it was ‘time | Prepared ‘meals’ for about 2000 Cant imagine h pl } 
eT stocking ihe Geen Airbyics of }to go out and make a new begin- volunteers who came daily to help Ered bine eens 

| ae : itm : pee Z i havin} : = 
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