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Imperial German Chancellor, Dr. von Bethmann-Hollwe 9 : 9 | 

"1915 | on August 19 
ie 

INTRODUCTION toiled indefatigably in the matter of the ex- In the Spring of 1902 the Boer Republics In another place he states: 
BY R.L. ORCHELLE change of prisoners and upon many other | were incorporated into the British Empire. | “The policy carried out by King Edward ee: “ humane tasks. He has conferred enduring | Then England’s eyes turned toward Egypt. } under the pretence of saving Europe from In these exalted days of tremendous deeds, the fitting utterance is not lacking. | honor upon himself in the execution of | Egypt, to be sure, had been in the actual | an imaginary German danger, has evoked a It comes to us not from the Gothic halls on the Thames, nor from the banks of the | these measures and he thas but recently | power of England for many years, but a | French peril only too real—which is primarily Seine, nor from that doomed and terror-stricken city in the mists of the Neva. No, | contributed to alleviate the sufferings of the | formal incorporation had been opposed by | inimical to us.” in these capitals, wan and shaken with a great fear, the tongues of the statesmen | people of East Prussia by means of a most | the solemn promise of the British govern- | Count Lalaing, the Belgian Minister in are smitten with the same evil as the tongues of the poets. The singers find no true | generous donation. ment to evacuate the land. This same Eng- | London, declared on May 24th, 1907: inspiration in a cause for which the leaders of the people—such leaders!—find no | Gentlemen, our opponents take upon them- | land who bo hanghtily answered our pro- | sais clear ‘that official England is pursu- true justification. selves a monstrous and bloodstaned burden posal to preserve the integrity of Belgium ing a secret policy hostile to Germany, the 3 E A ; of guilt in their attempts to deceive their | in the event of England’s neutrality, by de- ee ter ' : The German Chancellor has spoken epoch-making words, at what future historians people as to the true sittation. When they | claring that she could not bargain concerning | Pl*P9se of which is isolation, but there is 

may describe as the most momentous period in the history of the world. Clearly, cannot deny their defeats, our victories serve | her obligations to protect Belgian neutrality, Be ote ee st ne ean La , aa resolutely, with that unshakeable and serene assurance which truth alone can BIVE\: as excuses for heaping new calumnies upon | this self-same England did not scruple to bar- ag opinion th e wink Is Is being done 
@ man or a nation, Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg states the case for Germany— | us, We were victorious during the first | gain away to France her solemn obligations meres Seger . Loe gir on Justifies it—gives it the grandeur of a mighty crusade, the sanctification of a sacrificial | year, they declare, because we had long and | toward all Europe when, in 1904, she signed | _ he Belgian Chargé d’ Affaires in London, cause, the glory of a vast and universal ideal. treacherously prepared for the war, whilst | the well-known treaty by which England was M. ee in March 1907, Wis : These ringing words, in which there is German oak as well as German iron, have | they had lived on in an innocent love of | assured of the possession of Egypt and Bue the conduct of Russian a - already reverberated through the world. They have gone clashing up against the | Peace, totally unprepared. Well, gentlemen, | France of Morocco. In 1907 it was Asia's fairs a ae - e a ; oe 8 
tents of Germany’s enemies and left an abiding and haunting echo in the hearts | ey spoke differently before the war. You turn. In accordance with’ the agreement |: pprocnement tas taken. place between ‘ : istoric | ™4y Tecall the warlike articles circulated | with Russia, Persia was delivered over to an | Cabinets of London and St. Petersburg, and heads of those responsible for the descent upon the world of this huge historic | ' : ge Fae 4 : The incident of the Dogger Bank, the ioe: Slowly But J if despite Gil desta i eastern BRD they aust ied Ve the press by the Russian Minister exclusive English sphere of interests in the : gee > ‘ Fe a ge epee ese Ones SI Es ., | Of War during the spring of 1914, articles | south and to the freedom-loving rule of the | English sympathy for Japan in 1904, the make their way into the great, twilight mind of the helpless, deluded masses, ‘until in which he gave praise to the Russian | Cossacks in the north, embittered rivalry in Persia, all that belongs these peoples demand peace from those who are guilty.” army’s complete preparation for war. You This agreement shows how England was | to the past. The entire force of English With that fearless, almost defiant frankness so characteristic of the Germans, | may recall the haughty and in many ways | already stretching out her hand towards Thibet, | diplomacy is directed towards the isolation the Chancellor has spoken of the criticisms levelled against him for maintaining a | provocative language used by France during A country that pursues a policy such as | Of Germany.” policy that had little to conceal. The German people, overwhelmed at first by the | recent years? You are aware that whenever | this has no right to charge with lust of war, Finally, Baron Guillaume, the Belgian revelations of the wide-spread plot against them, were inclined to attribute it to | France gratified the Russian need for money, | barbarism and greed of conquest a country | Minister in Paris, writes on the 6th of Jan- certain shortcomings in their diplomacy. ‘‘Our diplomats should have foreseen this | she stipulated that the greater part of theloan | which has guarded the peace of Europe for | uary, 1914: giant conspiracy”, was their cry, “‘and frustrated it.” Let it be granted that in the , WS to be used for piposes of war ar- | forty-four years, during a period in which | «| have already had the honor to report matter of intrigue, of craft, of cunning dissimulation and subterranean corruption, —_ ea : : % ; neatly all the other states of Europe waged | that it was MM. Poincaré, Delcassé, Mill- the German character has much to learn from the English, French or Russian. x z ‘ ae i Sam os < ee wars and conquered lands, whilst it devoted erand and their Ariends who invented that These evil attributes are the stock-in-trade of traditional diplomacy. I will; ; oe See me pecilbeli. entirely to its Peaceful developments. | nationalistic, si tate cha uvinici P pling 

i J é : in Parliament as follows:: oo That is sheer hypocrisy! and followed it. We have now~ confirmed —— —— venture to say out-worn, antiquated unsuccessful diplomacy. It is almost certain, A . * i . z ; q : - grep: oe 7 P J: ; “For us with a powerful fleet, which we Absolutely valid testimony as to the ten- | a revival of this policy, which constitutes a that in the Suture traditional diplomacy is damned—unless the blind peoples believe able to protect our commerce, to | dencies of English politics and the origin of danger for Europe—and for Belgium!” by their credulity and weakness, deserve the yoke their unscrupulous masters will protect our shores, and to protect our interests, | the war has been furnished us in the reports Gentlemen, these reports of the Belgian incessantly seek to forge upon them. No, the war will not end in diplomacy—it will if we are engaged in war, we shall suffer | of the Belgian Ministers which I have had diplomats cincide thoroughly in all the main end diplomacy—as some one has said. And of Germany achieve her great task of | but little more than we shall suffer even if published. They suffice to convince all who particulars and give a clear picture of Sreeing the fettered sea from the coils of the grey old Kraken, her glory will be the | we stand aside,” have not yet been convinced. Why are they the policy of the Entente during the last greater if she is also able to establish the open standards of von Bethmann-Hollweg | He who speaks thus in a spirit of almost | doing their utmost to suppress the contents | ten years. In the face of such witnesses, all in place of the darkling and secret “understandings” of Sir Edward Grey. The diplomacy | gruesome business matter-of-factness on the | Of these documents in London, Paris and | the attempts made by our opponents to as- of the British statesman is that of the weak but cunning intriguant—it is feminine, | very eve of his own declaration of war, he | St Petersburg? Why does the enemy press, | cribe to us the lust for war and to them- Latin, caleulating—that of the German is the calm, assured attitude of the strong | who directs not only his own policy, but | Whenever it ne eA a ae ee selves the love of peace, are rendered null man abiding the more surely in his right because he knows he cherishes no wrong | the policy of his friends according to this, gs ee ph ag . iS ae 7 : ad ie and void. Gentlemen, was German policy } against others. That there is danger in such a course has been made sufficiently me se “— mioey, Because lie is oa aie a rae tee fy eect ae uninformed “of these Bepp ales OF vald : clear to the Germans, and it augurs well for the Suture of their nation that they | *¥3"* that Hea — ee ready. ; £ th ; i a ee ma ae Waele Se : : : To be sure, gentlemen, it is not difficult | Proof that the neutrality of Belgium had been again endeavored to find a way out of the have begun to unlearn their sentimentality. 4 forfeited by Belgium herself? That proof has | s.r: i If the same science, analytical : sas ; to understand that our opponents should yee : 2p difficulty? Neither the one nor the other. : ? yltcal acuteness and systematic organization which again and again endeavor to absolve them- | already been established elsewhere. The | | am well aware that there are circles that characterize so much of German life be henceforth applied in a positive, creative | selves from the guilt of this war. I have pre- | People of the Entente nations need only in- reproach me with political short-sightedness sense to the field of foreign relationships, brilliant results may be expected. sented the inner history of these things before | Sect the publications which I have had issued because I repeatedly endeavored to bring The world is now witnessing the terrible denouement of the magnificent and | the Reichstag both at the beginning of | in connection with the negotiations which the | about an understanding with England. I thank masterly diplomacy of the Entente. It seemed so simple, so sure, and yet after all | the war and again last December. All that English military attaché carried on with the | Goq that I did this. Remote as were the it was so tragically futile, so naive, so criminally short-sighted! has since transpired has been only a con- | Belgian military authorities. We have an al- | hopes with which | sought again and again The might of Russia rolls back into its native haunts, a vast exodus of semi. | fitmation of all this. The myth that England coed i . ane” 1p ps — et to renew these attempts, it is as clear as day civilized peoples, and Europe is saved from the curse of Muscovite mediaevalism. The | entered the war merely on behalf of Belgium | !1 these revelations we have to consider the | that the Eility OF this: monatrony. a0 mts , ee has, in the meantime been abandoned evea | Entente and the isolation policy of England. | gerous war-conflagration might have been 
seas of the future, by Germany's strong sword and high ideal, may know no rule} . : I can. assure the public of England and i 
but their own. France may yet find the pearl Of a national wistoer GE the Bolan in England, for that contention could no = ‘hat th aid tid Was as cat prevented, had an honest understanding, OF Ge terrible chalice she must drain longer be maintained. Can it be possible | France . Ky : se cocuments | based upon the preservation of peace, been “The day will come,” said the Ger = : | that the smaller nations still believe that | well worth reading. ._,_., | achieved between Germany and England. ae , man Chancellor, ‘when history shall deliver England and her allies are waging this war These Belgian reports make such interest- | Who in Europe would then still have ven- its judgment.” Of that there can be no doubt, and little doubt as to what that for the defense of these smaller peoples, for | ing reading because they are so entirely un- | tured to wage war? With a goal such as verdict will be. Great vistas open before the Germany of to-morrow. But the greatest | the defense of freedom and civilization? | animous in their verdicts upon English politics. | this to strive for, would I have been justified honor which history will confer upon her will be this: that she Sought not only for | England has done her utmost to fetter the | Had it been only Baron Greindl, the Belgian | in putting aside a task merely because it was herself but for humanity—and that even her enemies drew a new strength from her spirit, | ttade of neutrals upon the seas. Goods from | Minister at Berlin, who criticized English policy | 3 heavy task and one which proved fruitless i Germany or to Germany may no longer | S° sharply, it might perhaps have been said | time and again? Gentlemen, where the ulti- Gentlemen: possess powerful armies which are now free | be transported, even upon neutral ships. | that his views had been influenced by his | sate solemnity of the life of nations is con- Great events have happened since last we | to strike fresh blows. Proudly and fear- | England will not permit- it. Neutral skip- | Sympathy for the country to which he was cerned, where millions of human lives are met in session. Every’ attempt made by the | lessly and with the firmest faith in our pers upon the high seas are forced to | accredited, though such an assumption would | 4 stake, I hold that with the help of God French to pierce our western lines, though | magnificent troops we may regard the future. | take English crews aboard their vessels and | be unjust to so non-partisan a diplomat. there is nothing that is impossible. I would carried out in defiance of death and at the In the very midst of the terrors of war | to obey their commands. England arbitrarily | But the same decision is reached in the re- | pather have perished in the struggle than utmost sacrifice of human life, has been | we think gratefully of that humanitarianism, | occupies Greek islands because this most | Ports of his colleagues in Londen and Paris have evaded it. Permit me briefly to recall shattered by the tenacious endurance of our | rich in deeds, which has been shown us by | conveniently serves her military purposes, In | ad their judgments are unanimous and of | jg your memories the course of events. valiant troops. Italy, our new enemy, who | neighboring neutral states, not only | conjunction with her allies she is now en- | absolutely incontrovertible weight. Since so King Edward had conceived the personal fancied she might make an easy conquest | during the return of civilians from enemy | deavoring to force neutral Greece to cede | little notice has been taken of these reports | furtherance of the English policy of isolating Of those alien possessions which she covet- | lands, but also during the exchange of in- | portions of her territory in favor of her allies, | in other lands, I will here venture once more Germany to be one of his chief duties. I ed, has been repulsed in the most brilliant | valid prisoners of war. During the second |} so as to draw Bulgaria to their side. And | to read a few specimen passages from these therefore had reason to hope that, after his manner, despite her numerical superiority | exchange of prisoners of war with France, | in Poland, gentlemen? revelations. death, the negotiations for an understanding and despite the ruthless sacrifices of human | all classes of the Swiss population from In Poland, Russia, that fellow combatant |. Baron Greindl, in February 1905, wrote | which I had begun as early as August, 1909, lives which she did not scruple to make—and | Geneva to the German frontier, vied with | of the allies in their battle for the freedom } 28 follows: might proceed under more favorable con- make doubly in vain. Unshaken and un- one another in the ancient spirit of hospi- | of the nations, is devastating the entire land “The real reason for England’s hatred of | ditions. These negotiations dragged along shakeable stands the Turkish army at the | tality in their endeavors to make our brave during the retreat of her armies, The villages Germany is the envy which has been called | until the spring of 1911, without result, when Dardanelles, We send greetings to our faith- | warriors forget, as far as possible, the sor- | and the wheat-fields are burnt down, the | jnto being by the development of the Ger- | the interference of England in the discussions ful allies. To-day, assembled under this roof, | rows that lay behind them. For the second populations of entire cities and entire villages, |. man navy, German commerce and German | between Germany and France regarding Mo- our thoughts turn ‘likewise to the exalted | time the Netherlands have bestowed their Jews and Christians, are transported to un- industry.” rocco, made clear to the eyes of all nations ruler of the Danubian Monarchy, who yester- | generous care and help upon the seriously- | inhabited regions, or they perish in the mor- how the world’s peace was threatened by day entered upon the eighty-sixth year of | wounded that have returned from Engiand. | asses of Russian roads or in sealed and Two years later he writes: Britain’s entente policy and by Britain’s re- his life, The exchange of prisoners with Russia which | windowless luggage vans. Such is the free- “The French encroachments have once | solve, backed up by her friends of the en- Everywhere — wherever we have seized | is now taking place for the ‘first time and dom and the.civilization for which our op- | more assumed the same proportions as those | tente, to impress her will on the entire world. the offensive, we have beaten the enemy which occurs along great stretches of | ponents battle against German “barbarism”! | that prevailed during the worst days of the | At that time, too, the English people were and hurled _him back. In conjunction | Swedish territory, proves how the govern- | Surely England in protesting that she is the | Second Empire, and the Entente Cordiale is | but scantily instructed as to the dangerous with our allies we have freed almost all ment and | the people of that land are un- | defender of the smaller states must be cal- | to be blamed for this. These presumptions | course pursued by the policy of their gov- Galicia and Poland, we have freed Livonia | surpassed in their philanthropy and kindness. | culating upon an exceedingly poor memory | have even perceptibly increased since it has | ernment. For after the crisis was happily past } and Courland from the Russian yoke. Ivan- | To these three nationsI would express theheart- | on the part of the world. One need go | become plain that the negotiations between | and they realized how narrowly they had | gorod, Warsaw and Kovno have fallen. Far | felt gratitude of the German people. I would at | back little more than a decade in order to | London and St. Petersburg to which France | escaped the precipice of a world-war, a feeling distant in the land of our enemies our lines | the same lime utter a word of special grati- find sufficient examples to explain the true | undoubtedly has been a party, might lead to | gradually began to express itself in many have built up an impenetrable wall, We | tude to His Holiness the Pope. He has | significance of this role of protector, an entente.” English circles that it would be desirable to | 
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