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A dedication to our aa 
oer many friends 
Dedication 2 

Madison Audubon Society 3 We composed this special publica- | [NII = ; 
WI Wildlife Fed. 4 tion to express our personal thanks to 

the thousands of people who freely . 
Pheasants Forever 5 give their time, energy and money to . | 

Safari Club International 6 benefit wildlife and many other natu- he ea 
WI Bowhunters Assoc. 7 ral resources of our fine state. 4 ; 
The Rufed Grouse Secict 9 Wisconsin’s conservation move- wo 

eee, 2 ment is firmly rooted in tradition — ae l 
Nat'l. Wild Turkey Fed. 10 dedicated hunting, fishing and sport- " y 
POSTER — ing clubs that fostered our earliest hh .y gi 
Wildlife & People center | programs to protect wildlife. Cq aN } bo 
Friends of Crex 11 Commitments by these pioneers a <8 

Wi Ascacs oF hield stopped the unrestrained killing of mie 

Trial Clubs 2) game oo ae nee (i- Steve Miller. Photo by Robert Queen 

WI Bear Hunters Assoc. a5 ede ) Dee cater eee : F ; 
agencies to hire professional wildlife In paying tribute to our friends 

WI Trappers Assoc. 14 managers, conservation wardens and and comrades, we run the risk of inad- 
Conservation Congress a5 researchers as well as acquire proper- vertently overlooking some groups. 
The Society of ties and implement management pro- If we have missed yours, it’s 
Tympanuchus Cupido grams that benefit all wildlife — unintentional. 
Pinnatus, Ltd. 16 game and nongame species. Even a state which heralds such 
Dane GolGonsenvahon Many other groups equally inter- rich, natural bounty as ours needs to 
League 7 ested in wildlife have joined ranks occasionally pause to give thanks to 

nary with hunters. Environmentalists, in- those who care enough to help us 
Ducks Ualnited ae cluding hikers, canoeists, campers and manage our wild places, to foster 
WI Waterfowlers Assoc. 19 nature lovers spawned renewed inter- strong outdoor ethics and savor our 

est in conservation, photography, long-held wildlife traditions. 
pene bird feeding and protecting endan- On behalf of wild animals, wild 

ee ee eae Gs gered species. This vital mix has pro- places and our wildlife managers, 
Management. duced a public hungry to watch wild- thank you! 

life and committed to protecting and Steve Miller, director, Bureau of Wildlife 

David L. Gjestson, managing wild resources into the Management ES 

project coordinator. future. 
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A recent restocking success — wild > e ze 
turkeys. Photo by Dale Ligman ate b y . 
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2. Wildlife’s Partners



ama NMI adison Audubon Society zzz 
Mark Martin cialist on this issue and she prompts 

Early on a Thursday morning in = us regular news coverage of pesticide is- 
late October, a semi-trailer pulls into = aS sues and forums. 
an empty parking lot at the Madison [== The Madison chapter’s commit- 
Army Reserve Headquarters. Simulta- aa mer = as) ye ment to wildlife also included sup- 
neously, three cars filled with sleepy \ © fe porting the National Wildlife and 
people gather in front of the Re- j = i . y Disease Health Lab, recommending 
serve’s empty warehouse. Soon, a Bas (ee building additional space for the 
large farm truck loaded to the top Aa d  \ — ee Wildlife Ecology Department at UW- 
with 50-pound bags arrives. In a mat- = es (i Sa Madison, helping pass both the En- 
ter of minutes, this quiet lot is a \ — dangered Resources tax checkoff and 
frenzy of activity. \ Ni he the Endangered Species Penalty Law, 

Madison Audubon Society (MAS) - quae’ and supporting a ban of lead shot for 
is selling birdseed. = wa ; hunting waterfowl. Madison Audu- 

By Friday evening thousands of —— eo bon also has a representative on the 
seed bags will be unloaded, stacked, 4 Coe” <— DNR’s Waterfowl Advisory 

and readied for distribution. — my Committee. 
Saturday morning, an army of lo- a . The society depends on an excel- 

cal Auduboners invades the Army y 2 we i lent Board of Directors and many 
Reserve Headquarters. Jim Young, a ae ie hard-working volunteers to tackle 
wildlife photographer, commands y x “& this wide variety of issues. Many 
more than 50 volunteers who are _¢ : Sue: 3 times Ken Wood, administrative as- 

busy filling birdseed orders. It takes iy — <a sistant, can be found on the phone 

coordination and a lot of lifting to Selling birdseed raises funds for education, helping out a member or providing 
load 50-pound sacks of birdseed by etguiben ang SE eee ady phe direction for a office volunteer. 
hand into vehicles at a rate faster than Regular communications inform 
one car per minute. When the week- Audubon chapter formed in 1949. members of chapter activities. A 
end is over, MAS will have distrib- Like the other state chapters, the monthly newsletter and monthly 
uted 280,000 pounds of birdseed in Madison group is committed to fur- meetings often feature wildlife issues. 
Madison, and at satellite depots in ther public understanding of wildlife One recent fall meeting featured a 
Baraboo, Stoughton, Arlington and resources locally and nationally. talk on the reintroduction of moose 
Mount Horeb. To meet this goal, much of to upper Michigan. 

The birdseed sale benefits our Luetkens’ time is spent lobbying leg- The society also has a gifts and 
feathered friends and Madison Audu- islators and agencies on environmen- grants committee that has provided 
bon since it is the organization's big- tal and conservation issues, many of funding for Cooper’s Hawk research, 
gest fund raiser. The seed sale began which relate to wildlife matters. This an annual crane count and republish- 
12 years ago when the first seed was past year, Audubon strongly sup- ing the Deprtment of Natuaral Re- 
sold out of Jerry and Carol Luetkens’ ported funding for a wildlife educa- sources’ popular booklet, “Birds of 
garage. Then, a garage-full of seed tion position — Project WILD — in Prey.” 
seemed like a lot. the governor's budget. Other activities include con- 

Carol has been involved with Madison Audubon also helped ducting symposiums and leading 
Madison Audubon Society for over draft rules to protect birds of prey more than 25 field trips each year. 
15 years and is employed as the chap- from traps intended to catch These trips usually include one or 
ter’s executive secretary. furbearers. Luetkens effectively two to the southern states or Central 

Wisconsinites are big Audubon worked with the Department of Nat- America. 
supporters — sporting 17 chapters ural Resources and the Wisconsin Madison Audubon also maintains 
statewide including the 2,800-mem- Trappers Association to forge rules two properties totaling 180 acres. 
ber Madison chapter. The Madison that protected birds and the sport of Goose Pond Sanctuary, a state natural 

trapping. area, and Otsego Marsh are managed 
— A current MAS goal is fostering to provide excellent habitat for wild- 

Mark Martin is a natural areas specialist public education about urban pesti- life as well as places for people to ob- 
in DNR’s Bureau of Endangered Re- id Ages harmntiliehee: ? d iate wildlife. a” 
Pamiaen iailyendig iauarienear wale cide use and its harmful effects on ur serve and appreciate wildlife. “SY 

bon’s Goose Pond Sanctuary in southern ban wildlife. Luetkens has worked 
Columbia County. with DNR’s wildlife disease staff spe- 
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= a = = a 

— ——- Wildlife Federation EEE 
John Nelson mA Sa LEN Ror Reh ye 

They were “hopping mad,” ac- Wy : \ Si) . oe Re 
cording to Les Woerpel, first presi- R a a RS bas " Qa p Oy Hil 
dent of the former Wisconsin Federa- REN hy La ve EFL 
tion of Sports Clubs. pees hace. | pes. 

Several federation members, in- oe ; q _ > oS Be ihe) : 

cluding Woerpel, had left a meeting Ord Re TS Ee > > BE By, 
of the old Wisconsin Conservation SALE emp Mabe UN ys (Mie Pale oe 
Commission. The details of the 1943 Oe SaaS oe Bert gh te 
deer season had been set, and the fed- ete PAM a G oe Oe ne a Pe i On aE : 
eration believed the deer season was EA nee See see ot a i ) ta Ve oe 
based on politics, not biology. se Se Es oe a BT Ae 

Woerpel and the others were very ee ER NE ae ZG ea ee) ne De 
frustrated. They concluded Wiscon- ghee ee e So ZG ice 2 hi, Ae sf s a blasts REN sea . Bs RASS Ne a Soe kn ti gamer ee 
sin needed a statewide organization eae ea DS ae ON ges he PS 
of sports clubs to take the politics out ees ) eos yi sy ok Oy Bs 7 pe i vi ADR et i 
of conservation. After several organi- eS Aa Se NY Le if ae (1s 
zational meetings, the Wisconsin Sg sete AN Bi re ae pede 4 
Wildlife Federation (WWF) was off | [N30 QGRMRS = Soe ey 7 1 4 ie a 
and running, a AP a 

The federation was affiliated with = Se eee A ES a gee 
; ri! : ee Boe: ee Sa NS He if) Lay 4 the National Wildlife Federation, but ao Bee Gia a SS s te ee ge at ee win peg 4 

the local group didn’t waste any time Se ae Gees. 3 ere Edy 
grabbing on to statewide issues. It aes ee 4 Mag Sgr a Soke ets eh fs ns 4 
worked to maintain public rights in ee Sees) i a bee | Ks ee f Gg) Fa teen oh ae: 
navigable waters, gun ownership and ech ee SoS : " caee ey ere en, ah ‘i shies. 

. i j ees bald “tase eae © 2 eh Oy ff’ PA Se 
water quality. In its early history, the SRE Nala oe 2 : age 2 Seen te ae 
federation vigorously opposed creat- SN ea Bes) pag Lp ge ef 
ing a huge shallow flowage on the a ES DM ETL PM OM Bt 8S 
Little Eau Pleine River in southwest- The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation strongly supports conservation education by funding Project 
ern Marathon County. By continued Learning Tree, Project WILD and sponsoring National Wildlife Week each March. 

lobbying, the flowage idea was later A ca 
dropped. Now, those game-rich bot- ing adequate public access to partment for Project WILD and 
tomlands are the George W. Mead Wisconsin lakes. Project Learning Tree resource educa- 
Wildlife Area. Members stood united with the tion programs. 

“We think one key is having the department on these issues, but there Laudon believes the federation re- 
Natural Resources Board appoint the have also been differences. Laudon ally shines by representing conserva- 
DNR secretary; that minimizes politi- noted that there had been disagree- tionists in the legislative process. 
cal influence in conservation issues,” ments on what constitutes adequate WWF members have served on vari- 
says Jerry Laudon, current WWF financial support for hunter education ous department and legislative com- 
president. “That has been one of our and shooting range programs. “And mittees including one on surcharges, 
priorities since the Department of we still wish the department had fines and forfeitures, and the legisla- 
Natural Resources and the board taken a stronger stand on a trailer ac- tive committee on natural and recrea- 
were created back in 1967.” cess for Beaver Lake,” he added. tional resources. 

Laudon quickly points out other Despite differences, WWF contin- “We're proud of our accomplish- 
federation issues: passing a statewide ues to strongly support the depart- ments,” Laudon says, “but we can’t : 
ban on hunting waterfowl with lead ment, especially its education pro- get complacent. Our membership has 
shot, supporting mandatory blaze or- grams. The federation raised $50,000 increased dramatically in recent years, 
ange clothes during the gun deer sea- to help build the MacKenzie Environ- and issues are more complex,” said 
son, protecting wetlands, and ensur- mental Education Center at Poynette. Laudon. “We must better recognize 

Annually, WWE gives two scholar- our membership’s needs to lead them 
John Nelson is DNR’s public information ships worth $800 each to University into the 1990s and beyond.” BE 

officer in Milwaukee and liaison to the of Wisconsin-Stevens Point students. . 
WWE. WWE also donated $1,000 to the de- 
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ee f heasants Forever i=l 

Jon R. Bergquist and Rick Young yh ier 

THINK HABITAT! This key to |, We MOR REY bois 
wildlife survival is the catch phrase Le aS \ VP WAAL: x Ply j is Vi 

for Pheasants Forever, one of the new & aN AW J he A Sis hity 4 
groups on the block that believes pee eS ANY WA SN tie 
habitat improvements will rebuild ie 2 Wy nn ANG 
pheasant populations. Chartered in Sees en ei aN? Ay iy 
1982 in Minnesota, Pheasants For- ee Re, ie = Ki NYY 

ever expanded to Iowa in 1984 and > 2; =) \A) of ee VA < 
Wisconsin in 1985. Currently, there 5 Pe ge PSM OF AGN iH] ee 
are 240 chapters in 19 states, more ce MS of eee \i Sas af Pees OY ae 
than 42,000 members nationwide. a WA a! - tt RE 2 Ny ie | ea & yo EIR ORNIge Pheasants Forever expects to raise SBR ge LoS: Xe Ia a et Rae PN gl A ee 

more than $2,500,000 in 1988-89 for ie RL NE MT Me of) ae ae 4 
upland wildlife habitat development. fies ees ae ee INIT: 5 fsb! 3g 
Funds will be devoted to educating ee ‘ A RU ae 
the public about habitat management, i) i ¢ ‘ 

which is vital for restoring U.S. Helier a ve: : a 
pheasant populations and to cooper- Ras ese 
ate with federal, state and local au- i at Vee Gre genet ee PY ae Carl PR 

thorities working to improve pheas- PA TNS, Y/Y ie a 
ant habitat. os a RE. 

The lifeblood of Pheasants Forever ee 
is the local chapter. Each retains all So a 
funds raised (exclusive of member- ee ee 
ship fees) and determines how these a | [ 
funds will be invested in local pro- Oren X ee ee ee 
jects. Pheasants Forever is adamant Peescaaen eee 
that the organization promote wild te ll = a ai : Re 

bird populations, not private hunting yo A we 5 a a 

preserves. Hence their national stance hy Ae aces 

prohibiting stocking pen-raised birds Hf ’ ‘S. Hele ae 
and demanding that all hunting rights ee ae roe si Dae} 
on Pheasant Forever project sites are Z ae \ 5 a 
retained by the landowner. we. <s 2s L 19> i, | Aus 2 

Whenever possible, chapter-gen- (aa eae ZA , =| 

erated funds are matched by others or a ay — EN 
are dovetailed with federal and state fe, , - x a —_ 
farm programs to extend and enhance re  — —_ 
wildlife benefits. Active partnerships ag oe eee 

involving both conservation profes- Pe ica ea Ce 

sionals and landowners help secure | {op tems forever wore abu ahean opuaoe by restoring rong ovr 
high-quality habitat at a reasonable (bottom) Local chapters sponsor pheasant research as well. Photo by Dean Tvedt 

cost. 

Currently, Wisconsin has 12 projects in the Badger State. Landowners interested in improv- 
Pheasants Forever chapters and some The national organization gives ing pheasant habitat on their land and 
2,000 members, a threefold increase local chapters seed corn and sorghum individuals interested in joining 
since 1987. Wisconsin chapters have seed that is donated to farmers who Pheasants Forever can contact a local 
raised more than $90,000 for habitat agree to plant winter food patches for chapter; Rick Young, Pheasants For- 

pheasants. Many chapters give farm- ever’s eastern field representative, Rt. 
jon R Berg quale DNRa Waterton] spe: ers grass seed to plant pheasant nest- 1, Box 266, Lake Geneva, WI 53147 

Gialish GHG dlisicon to sPReaesnie Eorevien ing cover; shrubs and trees to im- (phone: 414-248-1707); or Pheasants 
Rick Young is Pheasant Forever's Eastern prove winter bird cover on their Forever, Box 75473, St. Paul, MN 
Field Representative. property. 55175) aw 
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ane atari Club International eRe anes 

Tom Smith In addition to its educational pro- 
Given a rich wildlife and outdoor grams, the Safari Club funds Depart- 

heritage, it’s not surprising that Wis- ment of Natural Resources manage- 
consinites like to gather at conserva- ‘ ment activities like black bear 
tion clubs across the state. Some i research; purchasing all-terrain vehi- 
groups are purely local; some have x cles to aid law enforcement; under- 
banded together to form county alli- ey writing hunter education films; buy- 
ances; others have regional and na- a ing osprey nesting structures; 
tional interests. A small number are TE supporting turkey and pine marten 
even continental in scope, but one ithe. reintroduction; buying prairie grass 
group is truly international: the Safari planting equipment; covering costs to 
Club. It’s likely the world’s most ac- , develop waterfowl habitat; and pay- 
tive hunting organization, with more Q ing for pheasant propagation, re- 
than 75 chapters in the United States, sae | search and management. The club 
Canada, and Europe including three Sach generously donates money to other 
chapters in Wisconsin. i gpa groups that rehabilitate wildlife. 

You might think its members are ERR k , = OE So you see, Safari Club members 
only interested in hunting in exotic ie \ = are not all world-class, big-game 
places like Africa or India. Not so. ie hunters. Members are from all walks 
Club interest extends far beyond er 4 oa eS of life and varied outdoor interests; a 
hunting. Safari Club members have wag . true cross section of Wisconsin 
long recognized the importance of 6 ee sportsmen and women who share a 
sound wildlife management and edu- : eS \ , es common exhilaration in the chal- 
cation in maintaining our total wild- pa Ay lenges of wildlife management, con- 
life resource. Fs rid é servation and sport hunting. They are 

The Safari Club International Con- \ eee ies working, welcomed partners with the 
servation Fund sponsors and supports ah Ne ES gee aca Department of Natural Resources and 
several outdoor education programs other conservation groups. 
every year. One workshop, “Adven- f To find out more about the Safari 
ture in Outdoor Education,” co-spon- : Club contact Jeffrey L. Engel, Director 
sored by the Wisconsin Department Banding wild turkeys: one of many Safari of Public Relations, Safari Club, 

of Public Instruction, strengthens | Gubaetwiesopomete wide conserva: | T6555 Bluemound Road, Suite 110, 
teacher skills in outdoor education ac- Brookfield, WI 53005 (414) 785- 

tivities. Each year 60 to 70 teachers 0599. gat 

and school administrators convene at Safari Club Conservation Fund, Wis- KR 
the Wausau School Forest to receive consin Chapter. 
expert instruction in shooting, nature The Safari Club sends 30 or so 
photography and backpacking. highschool students to the Wisconsin 

Similarly, the Safari Club sponsors Outdoor Leadership School each 

a natural resource management work- year. In cooperation with the Univer- 
shop annually in Wyoming. This sity of Wisconsin-River Falls and the 
American Leadership Wilderness USS. Forest Service, the week-long 
School is offered free of charge to session trains kids in a multitude of 
teachers and educators from Wiscon- outdoor skills like pistol and black 
sin and other parts of the country powder shooting, sport fishing, edible 
who want to study wildlife ecology, wild plant foraging and wilderness 
management, and conservation; hunt- survival skills. 
ing safety; and outdoor ethics. All tui- The Safari Club contributes finan- 
tion and transportation costs for Wis- cial support to the Project WILD edu- 
consin participants are paid by the cation program, and local chapters 

bankroll scholarships for University 
Tom Smith is DNR’s district wildlife su- of Wisconsin-Stevens Point students 

pervisor in Milwaukee and liaison to the preparing for wildlife management 
Safari Club. careers. 
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ee Wisconsin Bowhunters Assoc. aa 
Frank Haberland bE Beil EK 

Wisconsin hunters are avid archers , AES, { a bh se 
by any standard: 210,000 licensed pa ta! an 
bowhunters, third in the nation be- wy aha oe % : 

hind the more populous states of ee we *, iV 

Pennsylvania and Michigan, and our ea ON 
archery deer harvest of 42,651 in eS te Kol 

1987 was second only to Michigan's a > is mies 
take. Wisconsin’s bow deer archers a Sea N 
enjoy one of the longest seasons in ee abi Vee eee Di 
the country, up to 89 days annually. fe ae & ergy 4 wy, aN : 
For encouraging this popular, suc- ea ><a em IN Fel 
cessful sport, the Wisconsin ox i i aa 
Bowhunters Association (WBH) wae 4, ne hee et 
should take a bow. mie$ 2 Ot ae EX 

Officially formed in 1941, WBH § acct Lm ee. 
has roots in even earlier state archery “Pe S ae (a 

a 4 : =< Ly \ A 1. 
groups such as the Wisconsin Arch- {Pismng Se el ; & 
ery Association, Wisconsin Field loge et e | : es = ; 
Archery Association and Wisconsin 5 OG ——— EL # Wr 
Instinctive Bowmen. These groups ‘y <h, S . 

were instrumental in convincing state as S> eae f : AS ~ 
game managers to establish the na- ; hy a : 
tion’s first bow season for deer hunt- fy, y Se 

ing in 1934. Bowhunting struggled e? &. : hc 
for recognition as a legitimate hunt- = ; Ae ge Se = x 

a Vy by 7 \ 

ing sport in those early years, but BE eee j N : e 

WBH changed that, partly because eee Bea a, ES oO GaN 
the association has kept outstanding : a Ge NLS 
leadership throughout its history. ee ME cae ee en a y re EE, oy eR Se 

Twenty-three directors from 10 See ee Ee ee ee 
districts provide statewide represen- oa ERE DN Ore! Seat ee 

tation, An annual convention held | Sows queso hung og nay ave modes nt wacoree aavarsengamen« 
in a different area of the state each Prosiby Biter Geese 
year to provide additional statewide 

perspective. WBH conventioneers and WBH members often attend pub- ing natural resource careers. 
form positions on proposed DNR lic hearings and meetings to lend WBH holds an annual field shoot 
bowhunting regulations. The officers support. called the Necedah shoot, the largest 

of WBH enjoy a close working rela- The association is well aware that event of its kind in the nation. Mem- 

tionship with the department. DNR bowhunting, as a sport, must serve bers meet experienced bowhunters, 
managers actively seek and consider more than its members to survive. learn about the best bowhunting 
WBH’s counsel. From its inception, WBH has funded a equipment, and shoot under natural 

WBH stresses getting practical ex- landowner payment plan to recog- conditions at life-size targets. At the 
perience and education, complying nize the importance of hunter-land- meet and the annual convention, 
with all hunting laws and regulations, owner relations. When a member members can attend talks by nation- 
learning hunter ethics, and earning bags a deer, bear or coyote on private ally recognized bowhunting experts. 
and maintaining a positive high im- land and sends $5 to WBH, the or- Membership in the Wisconsin 
age for bowhunting. They also recog- ganization matches the contribution Bowhunters Association now ex- 
nize the importance of defending all and sends the landowner a check for ceeds 10,000 people, the largest or- 
hunting groups from their detractors, $10 in the member's name. The or- ganization of its kind in the nation. 

ganization has paid out over The WBH is a strong force in shaping 
Frank Haberland is a big game specialist $100,000 to landowners. WBH also Wisconsin's hunting policies and en- 
with .DNR’s Bureau of Wildlife offers scholarships for its workshops riching the bowhunting experience. 

Management. and scholarships for students pursu- v 
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=a F he Ruffed Grouse Society a=” 

Dan Dessecker and Tom Bahti pS five-acre patches sport young aspen 
The Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS) gs ee a and plenty of wildlife. 

is an international nonprofit organiza- ae 2 oe Local RGS chapters spend consid- 
tion dedicated to improving habitat oer She a ee erable time giving talks, leading 
for ruffed grouse, woodcock and Fe en OSS . workshops and sharing how-to publi- 
other forest wildlife. Currently, the f Ogee — oa — cations with people owning as little 
society has more than 100 chapters, GSS. oe ra Cue as 20 acres who would like to im- 
representing 20,000 members q ‘ g Om Sly M4 ip) ee prove wildlife habitat on their prop- 
throughout North America. Us Jah ee erty. The society has hired profes- 

Though officially headquartered in Ag See re sional wildlife managers who work 
Corapolis, PA, Wisconsin sportsmen / WF Jj with DNR wildlife managers to pro- 
and women might well be considered ia ~ he vide one-on-one consultations with 
the heart of the Ruffed Grouse Soci- — Wisconsin’s private forestland 
ety. Wisconsin supports more than ee at owners. 

4,000 members and 24 state chapters. Woodland wildlife like grouse need a mix of A new service, the Ruffed Grouse 
Since its inception, RGS has spon- trees, shrubs and open spaces. Management Area Program, assists 

sored research vital to better under- een eee federal, state, county, and corporate 
stand the habits and management and weekend seminars, the society landowners who are considering im- 
methods that will sustain woodland shares these proven techniques with provements on large tracts that 
wildlife populations. Now, techniques professional resource managers and would help ruffed grouse. The society 
for assessing forest quality and selec- private landowners who can enhance provides both technical assistance on 
tively cutting mature trees can assure wildlife conditions while sustaining land management decisions and finan- 
a mix of quality timber as well as timber yields. cial assistance to defray the cost of 
nesting cover, food and shelter for To show people what habitat im- habitat work. The program is barely 
grouse and woodcock. provements look like, the Ruffed two years old, yet managers in 27 

Through professional meetings Grouse Society, the University of areas including more than 65,000 
SE ea Wisconsin-Extension, and the De- acres of Wisconsin's forestland have 
Dan Dessecker is a regional biologist partment of Natural Resources enrolled. 
with the Ruffed Grouse Society. Tom worked with landowners in southern These forest improvements take a 
Bahti is DNR’s area wildlife manager sta- Oconto County to pre Habitat | Ginette ol dik | fered ini Green Bayh prepare a Habita' long time to plan and take severa 

Demonstration Area. Here, groups years to bear fruit, but it’s a commit- 
(left) The venerable ruffed grouse. can tour small tracts of forested land ment that will help ensure ample op- 
iGslow) Sexingigrouse by exarnibinig cuinp: where mature aspen, maple, ash and portunity for future grouse enthusi- 
feathers. Photo by Tom Bahti birch were cut back; these two- to asts to enjoy this magnificent bird. 
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NJ Wisconsin Chapter 
= = - 

asa ational Wild Turkey Federation mam ee The Friends Of OE== EE EEE 

Ed Frank . Ne fe sa m 

The Wisconsin chapter of the Na- 5 es f 2 . bird's natural history, turkey 
’ P : ame th identification, landowner-hunter rela- 

tional Wild Turkey Federation (WI- get ‘ <u tionships, h oe 

NWTE) is growing almost as rapidly e is i i: - a h | a aa es 

as the Wisconsin turkey flock. Only ‘af vA ae eee Ey é exe | 

seven years young, the Wisconsin C. AA AP | a oe chapter works i Se G7 i ; \ 1 j 

chapter boasts 12 local chapters with ae ; ie mee 4 i ae wit Ree Ce a ‘ Bs : i Om Cy \ Wile Yada i. 1M , 

2,133 members. It’s a measure of this | ._ By SY eis a an ae dell ee rua ae oe eee Ba es oY capella ? i P| 

state’s enthusiastic reintroduction to | ao ~\ > eS Cee oewee sna iee pene a ae oe ee eats i i 

sala kee | : x vocate protecting the wild turkey re- Pas SWataizinctiee OS IP asa ss , y, aN 

; >i a nen es se ee erie ee A | ES, :. 

In just 15 years, the National Wild | eo x = | athe oe pe Closely by Ee bapa, i at rs ages ; t Es A i 

Turkey Federation (NWTF) in Edge- | Dee BA ji anetns eh galt taney bunting See as hE es see Ss | 

field, SC, has called in 51,000 mem- Ro eit Be ee conducted in a safe, re- Sg bala es ess : F: = ‘q 4 

bers dedicated to the wise conserva- | ‘y . eas sponsible manner. Ma: é Bs epee a ee ls 

tion and management of the - es cS ps The NWTF funded a three-year re- Sas Aaa Sas = : ee 2A 

American Wild Turkey. f : 7 4 a ri | ee ae ee oo ; ms 3 sa 

ae : * | igate how an important turk : < A A 

Funds from memberships, dona- au eS P eae s 5 z EN 

tions and banquets bankroll hokey re- » : a ee Myoplaesest — Ze . : i LM 

search, management and education — ie en A ee — f ransmitted. NWTF may : : ; SS f — 

programs. A national bimonthly on a f oe ae Hk ay —— isi 
g ox i ee. x project to examine w! ich farm crops Visitors learn how prescribed burning maintains grasslands for sharp-tailed Cc i i 

Ce ene ee ba iJ v4 y eee eH farkecntepenn testinare hey oe tive center and assist with guided tours. An estimated 100,000 alas cone) Io Crew occh year ie hist and view Widiigc era le 

) , £ne y ae ae in ressure ch t ; 

Quill, alert members to the latest Sak 34 % Z L ett nea anges turkey Jim Hoefler answered questions, gave directions, terpretive program at Crex. In three 

gobblings about turkey management. = - Se ope ‘ Re ee ay eke Sunday, October 18, 1987 was directed traffic, gave out free coffee, Short years this s50-mmember 

Wiccan Gates cee o : eee 5 ee oT : — : e nation. one of those picture post card fall and kept the audiovisual programs has raised fhe ds of doll Mok 

Gall keaming the Labits of dis chasive ¥ es rf i pak ere . a : oe : of the sid See days. The sky was clear; the trees at going. They did whatever they could of the oe . nal < ars. ve 

quarry, feyie thet lack al callings hk ’ o, Phat y: : | _very positive influ- peak color; the meadows alive with to make visitors feel wel i i rere 

; , mem, 7 i ist Sto ence on Wisconsin's wild turkey res- ildli ' San une equipment and supplies for the inter- 

gobblers and tramping the rolling ae — Ee aes ; : es wildlife. Maybe that's why more than Assisting with the h i i 

hills of southern and western Wiscon- mes cnanes | oration. We've only had experience 1,000 people turned out for the fifth but one oe of fone Friends Pethe Feds | 

ain wihele the Kukey is wecsublahang Birrericringldirkeve we're-remteducing peta 8 ses turkey hunting annual Crex Meadows Open House of Crex work with DNR staff at Cr i ‘Ik a apne y purchas: 

its woodland turf. Weconain hunters ie a unique excitement seasons; fall hunting is scheduled to ‘ at this state wildlife area north of Meadows. For the past thi . Or. oe 
- is elusive quarry brings. i i A ESE Yeats, i i 

TR Ma ially iadeibea ae eld eyes ary nrnge oe SS a ae : Dee a Grantsburg in Burnett County. members have sified the a a chen. a ee ee 

working with rod and gun clubs to pony On Seconere aes By early afternoon, the parkin ter for 1 k sect Ge pail ee 

i Hirkew er h. é OR. Pp gs er for 16 weekends each year. project is raising $100,000 t - 

meet hunters needs. The federation turkey hunter workshops and clinics; Yet the eee s ee lols were ae oe They've also updated lists of birds tially fund a ren nid Eleanore 

advocated a wild turkey stamp to and they sponsor banquets and raffles sources has hopes that the WI-NWTF oe y Sap See valins sound ete feud on the property, oe. 
prom 6 ie Gg oe ie thank lati wnes HNe amore pA cs a Lee the buildings. The scene would have gathered information on scores of Through the Friends of Crex, the 

gram; members volunteer to teach turkey habitat and grant hunting along with this wily bird that a Pe ee ee meets olies Seee and leg panded pablie 1s mom anaes appreciative 

——EEeE——EEE——————— eae x 
cS len . * s A x % 

Ed Frank is a farmland wildlife specialist privileges on their property. Turkey viding exciting hunting opportu- 2 to iS Fi oa eae we oe ee eee ene 
Coe eee Fate ta isn a hole held Rone. riends of Crex volunteers the Crex Meadows slide collection. wildlife management activities at 

ment and liaison to the turkey federation at 50 Wisconsin locations in February = re The Friends of Crex was organized Crex. That makes DNR property 

chapters. endl Vier teither ncladeimtucton Jim Hoefler is the wildlife interpretive in 1985 to provide financial and vol- managers’ jobs easier and more 
manager at Crex Meadows Wildlife Area. unteer assistance for the wildlife in- rewardin, Ar 
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Sa ga aa ee eae i Ee aes ee A eel eS i Se Sv Seen Mae See Se Te 

ae eT Merrimac Sportsmen's Club, Merrimac Be 
_ . Mondovi Conservation Club, Mondovi es 

ht Morgan Sportsmen's Club, Morgan/Oconto Falls if 
re aa Mosinee Sportsman's Alliance, Mosinee _- 

adel % : Gays Mills Area Sportsmen's Club, Gays Mill Muscoda Sportsmen Club, Muscoda | “ KS 

ahaa a i a Gillett Sportsman's Club, Gillett Mise Inc. ees the Lakes Y i 

as " Glazers Sportsmans Club, Sheboygan (ENE SIE at Ets A 
ae , Goodfellow’s Rod & Gun Club, Eden Navarino Nature Center, Shawano “ 

ae ae : bh 8 |. Grantsburg Rod & Gun Club, Grantsburg NE Wis. Springer Spaniel Club, Green Bay ae 

a SSCs} Great Lakes Sport Fishermen, Sheboygan Neosho Sportsmen's Club, Neosho L 
ae 2 Go ws eo ”q Green Bay Duck Hunters Assoc, Suamico New Fane Sportsman's Club, Fond du Lac ez 

ie 3g a - ee Green Bay Pointing Dog Club, Green Bay New Franken Sportsmen's Club, New Franken AGS r) 
> E ey P uae r S Green Bay Wildife Sanctuary, Green Bay Niesietsporsinan's Clubs Ware | i 

a Se. id 4 Green Co, Conservation League, Green County Neue Amer. ei Funding Deg 2 
he g . 7 ‘ ssoc., Madise lihwat a 
Re ; . f Green Valley Rod & Gun Club, Green Valley - ; a LY ms 5 : SS Cedi North Fond du Lac Rod & Gun Club, N. Fond du 

: * ae lac 
Z eS Grelton Sportsman Club, Grelton 

; cP pad ater s * Ce nia North Freedom Rod & Gun Club, North Freedom ~ 
ye New ie Ce aa North Wis. Rod & Gun Club, Ashland ane B 

pa RS Hayward Rod & Gun Club, Hayward Northwest Rod & Gun Club, Boyceville ] 
i ps ye <a t 7 Hebron Rod & Gun Club, Hebron Se Toes 

a Ry >. Oakfield Conservation Club, Oakfield = : RS S 
GR Sy : * Hermitage Conservation Club, Elkhart Lake See eee = 4 . 
oe eae Highland Sporssman Club, Highland ey, a ie =e ne = eee i) B 

se edi Gaal : Hillpoint Rod & Gun Club, Hillpoint ib : a ae ai ent ‘ ae SSS eS are 
f 9 4 § ). n’s Clut liance, ye = ei _ S = a % 

yet Honey Creek Rod & Gun Club, Leland ony eee a a ee 
i . itsick / Heron Manheomnen Mee Geonto Fale Spore) Club Gray rans Netting and tagging wild turkeys. Photo by Joseph Butsi 

" Horicon Marsh Sportsmen's Club, Mayville Oconto Sportsman's Club, Oconto 
: ‘s Club, Walworth Wings Over Wisconsin chapters: 

Horicon Rod & Gun Club, Horicon ‘Oneida Bow Hunters, Rhinelander Tangle eer : Chul are i De ee qd ie faye 

4 Howards Grove Rod and Gun Club, Howards Oregon Sportsman's Club, Oregon ioe eee” poe eon 1upur 
‘ *S Hustisford Rod and Gun Club, Hustisford OSI SIE NE Onova GUD | ROE: Trimbelle Rod & Gun Club, Ellsworth Kieler 

ay : 8 4 = Over The Hill Club, Mayville/Lomira Twin City Rod & Gun Club, Neenah/Menasha Winooski Bowmen Archery Club, Plymouth 
lowa/Grant Conservation Club, lowa/Grant : 

a 2 - si ‘i ee Peaks Lake Retriever Club, Green Bay Union Rod & Gun Club, Kewaskum Wis. Amateur Field Trial Club, Merril 

é ° é. eS Iron Ridge Sportsmen's Club, iron Ridge Pepin Conservation Club, Pepin Ufa, luical 833 Concewation Comme. KoA. Ws. Assoc. of Field Trial Clubs, Mazomanie 

- : a baie eset Waren (age capers Peterman’s Hunting Club, Sheboygan ree ne Wis. Association of Sporting Dog Clubs, Milton 

a f eo oO Pheasants Forever chapters: 4 Wis. Bear Hunters Assoc,, Inc. Merrill 
a4 i Y 2 rt tows Dane Count Northeast Wisconsin : . ss oe a3 Green Bay Woodruff ihe Ee Coen Bo) Wis. Bowhunters Assoc, Eau Claire 

‘ <_ a Jackson County Wildlife Fund, Black River Falls i ee Ce ae Cay : Wis. Conservation Congress, Durand 

i aie S Janesville Conservation Club, Janesville a ee a ees - ae ae a Wis. Conservation Corps. Madison 

Coyote Photo by Herb Lange | Jefferson Sportsmen's Club, Jefferson a a a ue a ie oe Wis. Hound Hunters Assoc, Sauk County 

Johnsonville Rod & Gun Club, Johnsorwille eee eee ee eee ae Avanvorth Col Attance;  Waldferth Couney Wis. House Outdoorsmen, Waukesha 
‘Abbotsford Sportsmen's Club, Abbotsford Case International, Racine pide ErenaCibs Wane Potoul Sportsman's Club, Potter : . Wis. River Sportsmen Assoc, Mazomanie 

‘Adell Sportsmen’s Club, Adel Cassville Conservation Club, Cassville ee es cian Pumpkin Center Sportsmen Club, Pumpkin eS eee Wisconsin Sportsmens Assoc. Inc, Racine 

Alliance of Dunn Co. Conservation and Sports Cazenovia Sportsman Club, Cazenovia aa Cat Genre: : ‘Wisconsin Trappers Assoc., Land O' Lakes 
Se Central Wisconsin Sportsmans Club, Marshfield Kelly Lake Sportsmen's Club, Inc. Suring Racine County Conservation League, Racine pas ec ry ieee Wis. Chpt. National Turkey Fed. chapters: 
‘Alma Rod & Gun Club, Alma Chske eertinens Cub, Ehace/pueanr Kendall Sportsmen’s Club, Kendall County e ee i a ‘Alma (2 chapters) Onalaska 
Argyle Rod & Gun Club, Argyle Chequamegon Bird Club, Medtord Klondike Sportsmen's Club, Klondike/Coleman Random Lake Rod & Gun Club, Random Lake ater Ce Coe Alliance, Waukes} ee le 

‘Ashford Sportsmen's Club, Ashford creccerieaon Sporeren’s cle ertce Knight Rod & Gun Club, ron Belt Red River Sportsmen Club, Red River - Shawano: Waumandee Sporty 's Club, Waumandee Clifton pe iife du Chien 

Askansaw Fur, Fish & Game Club, Arkansaw Koenigs Conservation Club, Sheboygan Falls Reedsburg Outdoor Club, Inc, Reedsburg Waupun Sportsman's Club/ Waupun Dousman Tomah 
Chelsea Conservation Club, Chelsea : eeeee Wet) MUS GATCLs | Wexty, (Genee 

Ashippun Sportsmen's Club, Ashjppun Chippewa Rod & Gun Club, Chigpewa Falls Koshkonong Habitat Restoration Group, Milton iverside Hunting & Fishing Club, St Cloud Wea eGR ie Wisconsin Waterfowlers Assoc. chapters: 

Associated Conservation Clubs of Trempealeau ehppewa Vale Achey leadie ead cLre” SS ge Rhine-Plymouth Field & Stream, Plymouth fescot Sportsman's Club, Fond a et ee 
Co... Trempealeau Co, ee : eee et ag Rib Lake Fish & Game Club, eb Lake Westgate Sportsman's Club, Eau Claire Fox Valley Shrocton 

Bie FENG Gite Asean A City of Alma Wis. Conservation Corps. Alma See oz) P| Richfield Sportsmen's Club, Richfield ee fer ii Weed Pike Lake Wausau 
‘Atwater Sportsmen's Club, Atwater Cenk Ge! Conceeton ANERCe -Neniome ees aes pe) y ee Ridge Runners Sportsman’s Club, Cascade Wet iis Cer serio trae 0 10H Wisconsin Wildlife Society, Madison 

eee See 1 Pe) Clifton Sportsman's Club, Clifton a SI Sa: Rock Dam Sportsmen Club, Rock Dam Wyte clay Take Sper sigs CUP Cece Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, Watertown 
Burnett County (Danbury) Clinton Conservation Club, Clinton ee) 7) ais as yy Rock River/Koshkonong Assoc, Ft. Atkinson Mee uop cee cops er Leeson) Tae eaten 

Ce aeer Columbia Co. Sportsman League, Poynette Deere q hil Roxbury Gun Club, Roxbury Eagle River Shawano ne: uo Cae ara 

Fond du Lac County Columbus Sportsman Assoc., Columbus i K x 7, The Ruffed oa Society chapters: Marshiield 
fp oe valey, (Appleton) Crystal Lake Sportsman's Club, Kohler = eo) oe Whitetail Bowhunters, Johnsonville Zachow Sportsmans Club, Zachow 

eee alters [SN pete! oe Winnebago Conservation Club, Oshkosh 
Ecos f Dalyaad rox S Coon raytee Cup NaS r \ Durand la Crosse, WINX Club, Neiilsville 

Lakeland [Lake Geneva) Dalton Rod & Gun Club, Dalton (| Ege) ver Biles wee EE ta a 

a IN. Mitwaukee) Dane Co. Conservation League, Dane County 7 =| i ) Pane on pee pee ea cee wie ee oem 

Northeast Wisconsin (Green Bay) Denmark FFA, Denmark ong d 4 pen te ae ae ea: Si ne ae ey aa Bs ae ost Ree 
Sona c carey (Adams) Door Co. Fish, Farm & Game Club, Sturgeon Bay 6a — X | LH h Wee jones ae oo Sa oo  &@ eae EN uct 

4 > elec aine eey SUSE ents eee oe a 
Winnebago (Oshkosh) Dotyville Hunting & Fishing Club, Doswille FN me ~— KI Sy Mennete Wautoma ia ee De oe Sas 5 ee i eae 
Wisconsin Metro (5. Milwaukee) Douglas Co. Fish & Game League, Douglas i PNP, Ni 1 linocqua fsconsin Rapids Pe! - Be Vas a a 

Avoca Rod and Gun Club, Avoca County A <= h\ YY {y Rusk Co. Wildlife Restoration Assoc. Ladysmith See a Gent Shag -ate aN f eee te ut 
a Preece tania et eaten ol aaah a at SH, (ine SRR EERE 

Ducks Unlimited chapters Y pe 7 i 3 Bana ce Bea eae Oe see Aiea eat 
Ashland Park Falls Ve eee Q oes ee ap’ Sees ees epee 
Beaver Dam Pike Lake a ING 7 Na YT Iso RO oranimet Nuc 5) Gn ae taal iit ie a ai aa 

Boscobel Pattevil Y fl S ef tee ag ee ea 2 Sag is lea eae 
Cape Pymeuth \ Bere ee oa een eames ne gt pot eae 

Cecil Portage ile wel Evel rca goa a ems Ft eae 
4 Columbus Prairie du Chien Cee Vl is Peas ie (oc ies a aoa ge eeeerceaa a aa 

Badger Sportsmen's League, Milwaukee Crex Meadows Richland Center I Safari Club International, Madison/Milwaukee Gee Seen annie Pe > Beni ae - 

Baraboo Bowmen, Baraboo (Grantsburg) Bee Waters | Building cormorant nesting platforms. Photo courtesy Sand Co. Foundation, Sauk County PD jesse nica mnie ata? Rass cc 

Baraboo Pistol League, Baraboo an I eee Venice Dk enced or ticaneerel Mesotacs Sauk Co. Sportspersons Alliance, Sauk County Pie gue te fg ee ee 
Barkhausen Waterfowl Preserve, Suamico Hayward Sayner Sauk Trail Conservation Club, Cedar Grove Agra ease Oy Be ; 
Beaver Dam Conservationists, Beaver Dam Pete TE? Kshs secon La Crowe Ca, Conservation Allanes, ia Cyasse Shawano Co. Conservation Assoc, Shawano eee ae Be 
Berlin Conservation Clubs, Berlin Iron River Stevens Point (ke Delton Sparen si Cubs Lake Deter County : a: i Wace JE Sa 

Binversies Sportsman's Club, Sheboygan Pa Te oles Lake Mills Conservation Club, Lake Mills seboven Falls Conservation Club, aygan : . as 

Be ber sooraere chy eave Aerorone Weshbum Lakeshore Bow Hunters, Fond du Lac Gavan ae crn cb ge p y 
Beck RWer Bowman, Geewucd Midaleton Watertown Lancaster Conservation Club, Lancaster boyga pea j 4 

i i Minocqua West Bay (Green Bay) wras eee Tawee Shullsburg Conservation Club, Lafayette WR du , , 
Black River Correctional Camp, Black River Falls North Bend Wittenberg La Valle Sportsman's Club, Shawano Fish & Game Club, ‘Sfaneno ; ‘\ a oe mags oll 

Buck Bers "5 Club, Black River Falls Northeast Wisconsin Wyocena Lebanon Sportsmen's Club, Lebanon : ee Eat ad 
portsmen’s Club, = Oconto Yellow River (Spooner) Silver Lake Sportsmen's Club, Kenosha County : lig el 

Black River Sportsmen's Chib, Owen Lee Lake Conservation Club, Pound : i 
: Dunn Co. Fish & Game Assoc, Menomonie Smerke’s Sportsman's Club, Sheboygan Falls ‘ 

Bluebird Restoration Assoc. of Wis, Kansasville Lena Sportsman Club; Lena : et " , 
: me Durand Rod & Gun Club, Durand Lincoln Hil Boys School, ma Society of Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus, : ‘ e 

Bohemian Valley Sportsmen's Club, La Crosse Lid, Milwaukee S 
County East Shore Conservationists, St Peter Lincoln County Sports Club, Memil Southern Brown Co. Conservation AN > 

Bonduel Conservation Club, Bonduel Eau Claire Rod & Gun Club, Eau Claire Little Suamico Sportsmen Club, Little Suamico Club, Greenleaf \ \ . / . 

Bong Field Trial Assoc, Kenosha County Eau Galle Sportsman Club, Eau Galle Lowell Rod & Gun Club, Lowell Souther Clark Co. Sportsman's Club, Granton mn Z 
Boscobel Area Sportsmen, Boscobel Edgerton Conservation Club, Edgerton Loyal Sportsmen Club, Loyal ‘SW Wisconsin Sportsmen Club, Grant County A b a 

Breed Sportsman Club, Breed Ellsworth Rod & Gun Club, Ellsworth Micicnck Spursnen CRE OES Spring Green Rod & Gun Club, Spring Green 4 

Briarton Game Club, Briarton/Bonduel Elm City Bowhunters Club, Sheboygan Médson\ Remiever cub, Orecor’ Stitzer Sportsmen Club, Stitzer on 

Brillon Conservation Club, Brilion Evansville Conservation Club, Evansville Meco tol kane, Macey St. Croix Co. Alliance, New Richmond i . P ’ 

Brown County Sportsman's Club, Green Bay Exeland Rod & Gun Club, Radisson NaioWOd COs FS) & Gare OkeCthe: Stoughton Conservation Club, Stoughton yy i eo ji us 

0 
- a io . x » e 

Brown County Conservation Aliance, Green Bay | pv ater god & Gun Club, Fainwater Assoc, Manitowoc Sundowners Coon Hunters, Plymouth risk Py uN a 
Brownsville Sportsmen's Club, Brownsville Eanes | ocer cla coe Mapleton Sportsman's League, Mapleton Suring Sportsman, Suring - “ee 

Brule River Sportsman's Club, Brule River Feld & Seam Sporsman’s Club, Mayulie/ Marinette County Alliance, Marinette Suscha Fale Sportsman's Club, Haven at Bos . 

Buck Lake Sports Club, Weyerhauser Farmersville Marsh Haven Nature Center, Wauypun ‘uinees Lake Sportsman's Cub, Color RA ah 

Calumet County Conservation Allance, Cauumee | Flambeau Area Sportsman's Club, Butternut Marshfield Fox & Coon Hunters, hates qheless Rod & Gun Cub, Theres Canada goose Photo by Stephen J. Lang 

Couny Forest Sportsman's Club, Mt Cakary Marshview Hunting Club, Sheboygan Falls qhopsporsmes cea Trap ote eet et ene 

Cambria Rod & Gun Club, Cambria Fort Atkinson Wisconservation Club, Ft Atkinson | Mattoon Sportsman's Club, Mattoon Aiea Coe Gorcenction pon: ry the pi 8 

Cascade Sportsman's Club, Cascade The Friends of Crex, Inc, Grantsburg Mazomanie Bird Dog Club, Assoc, Mazomanie Corp. Trempealeau County Wisconsin’s Department of Natural Resources.
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VV sconsin Assoc. of Field Trial Clubs s 

David L. Gjestson 

“Whoa!” barks the trainer; the Py a, BO : . 

animal immediately does as it’s told. ee ee Be ani A special tribute to 
It starts to move its leg just a fraction ce a Recs i ‘Wee some of dogs’ best 
of an inch. “Whoa!” the trainer de- eae res wet ee oF d 

mands. A judge sees the movement Meee alse re Bilao ee ends 
and marks his notebook. ee, icone, eS : 

Nope, we're not judging horses ras ecu e Hie Nee: WAF TC involvement with the 
here. We're judging bird dogs. Se a DNR’s Bureau of Wildlife Manage- 

“Whoa” means a pointing dog should sg ‘a | _ment has served as a catalyst for 
cease all action and remain standing. ree Na : other organizations that are inter- 
It's a word you'll hear frequently if abe) a8 oN ee ested in dogs to establish liaison 
you attend a bird-dog trial. In Wis- = e te : <i “bg “3 =f. with the department. The Wiscon- 

consin, most of these bird-dog events bc me rie =f Sue Association of Sporting Dog 
are coordinated by the Wisconsin As- bls pore, ae = = yy Clubs is one such group. Led by 
sociation of Field Trial Clubs Wy gL ee As President Don Bongle and their 

(WAFTC), an organization you ‘ie ; a . Asti very active spokesman and 
should know about and one the de- he Wao: > er x, houndsman Corky Meyer, this rap- 
partment has worked with for many Liam. fs : vee idly-growing group Is promoting 

years. TAG ite © MARS el enthusiasm for all breeds of Wiscon- 

Founded in Milwaukee in 1947 | ih x a ae ant «t sin sporting dogs as well as promot- 

and incorporated in 1959, WAFTC bac panes: VY es a He ing legislation designed to protect 

originally formed to unify and coor- Fy ey ied Ais ae hunting dogs and the hunting sport. 
dinate the various pointing-breed y Gib TEM NUE I? 44 oi! ey One devoted sporting dog ee 

dog clubs that use state-owned prop- Te Neco! | thusiast, Don Didcoct, was a special 
erty to hold their field trials. Today, a TER tty NUTTALL friend of the Bureau of Wildlife 

WAFTC includes over 30 dog clubs f ’ ti } it: Management. He knew DNR’s sys- 
and some 2,000 members. t f Tae : tem well and his skillful communica- 

Don Didcoct, the late president of SA ae ; tions Were Very. influential in state- 
WAFTC, remembered the early days / ; wide decisions | on dog trials and 

before dog clubs and the department | pon pidcoct was devoted to training Brittany | sammie scuuaniess His) Wits Seo, 
worked together as a group. spaniels and improving the quality of bird | Mized as a top Brittany spaniel 

“Some pretty strong Wiseussions dogs in Wisconsin. Photo courtesy of Judi Didcoct breeder and skilled field trial judge 

took place when several clubs wanted as well as being oy active Ee 
to use the same property on the same oped a statewide training program eral conservation organizations. His 
date. However, once WAFTC began for hunting dogs and coordinated the limitless |enerey and dedication fo 
coordinating events with DNR, those use and management of dog trial hunting dog training and wildlife 
problems disappeared,” he said. grounds located on DNR land. conservation will be missed. 

But WAFTC does more than The dog training seminars add a 
schedule events. It helped develop dimension to the hunt and reduce 
complete rules for dog trials and losses from unretrieved game. of wildlife management. This kind of 
training, and suggested technical To date, more than 4,000 students a relationship benefits all who relish 

guidelines to DNR managers for co- and 5,000 friends and relatives have those few wonderful days of bird 
ordinating dog trials. Other WAFTC attended the sessions. Some gradu- hunting with a trained dog.” 
veterans, like Durwood Stevens, Kent ates returned in following years to 
Lipsey, Jim Gleash, George Wilson, show off their “trained” dogs. 

Dale Smythe, Cliff Galster, George The bird-dog community lost a 
Sokup, Steve Spencer, George Krauss, true friend this summer when Don 
Roger King and Al Francois devel- Didcoct, 51, died following a lengthy 

illness. He felt very strongly about his 

David L. Gjestson is a wildlife staff spe- Spot a : 
cialist with DNR’s Bureau of Wildlife These training courses provide a 
Management and liaison to field trial bridge for understanding public hunt- 

clubs. ing needs and the professional needs 
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aa WVisconsin Bear Hunters Assoc. Inc. 
David L. Gjestson Ay Sa VB es i Tee Bat 

They talk with fondness about Be fo Se SN 
hounds like Rambo, Moon, Ron’s ON eee eS 2 § Pan ay 

Thunder and Boos. When they say eh <a Per. 
“drop the tailgate and let’r go,” y oY Re Yi ¥ ie 

they're talking about dogs, not about Beas < 4 ae, 
dumping a load of bricks off the Y AA eo 
pickup. They see more kinds of wild- WO 
life working their bait station during wae Np F 
one season than most people see in a ” oz y 

lifetime. These are Wisconsin’s bear : oe (V4 WGA 

hunters, a unique group of outdoor y hee ff 

enthusiasts. EMptd A 
Over 650 of them belong to the i x ris Es 

Wisconsin Bear Hunter's Association, NO Gime Li 

Inc. (WBHA); an association devoted rae J 
to: Ngee ee 

1. promoting and fostering the wise er ele PO) 
use of Wisconsin's natural game re- - PZ A ae 
sources, particularly the black bear. iS . oe oe ee ; 

2. conducting educational programs, : 3G Soe. es Ko abies 

meetings, field trips and dog training, ak eg gee A 
which further recognize the black MS oa , ‘ ee Sieg vA Ba ‘ 
bear as an outstanding game animal. age ene ee oe bse 3 

3. cooperating with all conservation ; cons 

organizations to further propagate ce Tan, TI Re Ta * RR Se BGR 
and conserve game and habitat. Ms _ " bis a ete) ~ Ke 4 A ; PN 

: arte ‘egg ge SLES. EN 5 Oy ae fie ee 
4. conducting activities to encourage : fo 5 ‘i Vp i kes ery ~ Fy ue 

active membership and interest in A, “ee rae: Fi ES ie 2 i on 

black bears. q Ln jaca * a aE se N 

Long-time member and former or- PY j Wa os a ¥e, } 
ganization president Dale Decker has ; Z Sos fig E MY We % aT 

enjoyed a close relationship with the sae > ia 1588s “a x eS Nee 
Department of Natural Resources. ae AS, fs Ts br? ye 
WBHA has quickly responded when | — v (i, & ag pg e 

the department wanted its views PM OC Zs “zk Ge is 

about bear management or proposed an SS $f Bis : ESS RRS 
research. Decker attended numerous oa ey ee gee) 
meetings and offered testimony at : { a Su i 
both department and legislative hear- i ee = ec yo maa 
ings for many years. os ei < ~ 
WBHA members raised more than oS RHR \ ~ 

$9,300 to support black bear research (top) Cubs are ear-tagged and tracked to 

conducted by the Department of Nat- tion, and survival: information man- learn more about their habits and ranges. 
: : z Photo by Joseph Butsick 

ural Resources and the University of agers use to set hunting seasons that (bottom) Hounds are raised and rigorously 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point during the sustain healthy populations. trained to track adult black bears. 
past 10 years. The research has an- So, the next time you travel eeu Tikes 
swered basic questions about black through northern Wisconsin during 
bear habits, hibernation, reproduc- late September, don’t be surprised 

when you see an old pickup alongside 

David L. Gjestson is a wildlife staf spe- the road and some coveralled hunters 
cialist in DNR’s Bureau of Wildlife yelling, “Hey, Rambo!” “Come, 

Management. Moon!” “Yo, Thunder!” sige 
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Ee I he Wisconsin Trappers Assoc. EEE 
Chuck Pils lators know how they feel about this 

Name the outdoor organization gers subject. DNR’s Bureau of Wildlife 
with a keen interest in the polar bears, Management maintains a formal liai- 
Nanook and Norton; the adopt an ea- son with WTA and fosters trapping 
gle nest program; and the education. 
Sportsmen's Responsibility Award? The “average” Wisconsin trapper 

I'll bet you didn’t guess the Wis- is hard to describe. Milwaukee Jour- 
consin Trappers Association (WTA), om nal writer Jay Reed took a crack at it 
but it’s true — and this diverse group mess after a trapper was criticized in a Mil- 
of woodsmen, outdoors women and waukee paper for trapping coyotes in 
adventurers is celebrating its organ- be) southeastern Wisconsin. 
Sues i 3 5 ae es 4 ‘ 
ization’s silver anniversary this year. pes “T am acquainted with a number of 

Wisconsin trappers of all sizes and Me trappers,” Reed said. “A couple of 
ages, from Milwaukee to Superior, Pos} be them are the best people I have ever 
participate in this physically-demand- Ni ‘ known in my life. None is a ghoul. 
ing outdoor enterprise that requires None is a fiend. Some fought in a war 
considerable time and effort. Trappers f that was said to be for the preserva- 
use their keen knowledge of the out- tion of freedom and the right to do a 
doors to try and outsmart the elusive . lot of things, including trapping. 
beaver and fox. ) “And none has said either, that 

Several WTA trappers have Le trapping is a sweet, clean, patty-cake, 

worked closely with the department garden-type of activity. They know 
on a wide range of activities. They’ve , , better.” 
adopted an eagle nest from the Bu- vee , Gerhardt Wille might just be as 
reau of Endangered Resources and A typical a WTA trapper as one could 
helped develop and teach a trapper i i ‘ find in Wisconsin. He is skilled at 
education program that is used i oe { INAH trapping foxes. Wille even prepares 
throughout Wisconsin. 1 { Was ; his own lures and scents to draw 

DNR’s Natural Resources Board A ata a f foxes to traps. Wille is in his 50s, has 
recognized this dedication in 1983 by : WA aA TINEA AT 8 a ruddy, weather-beaten face com- 
awarding the WTA the Sportsmen's ; TAN (yeaah Ot A plete with a straw-colored beard and 
Responsibility Award for its help in i 1 Oat: 3 «Nad tN Ny a waxed mustache. Don't try to out- 
developing regulations to reduce the 5 grip him while shaking hands! Wille’s 
accidental trapping of birds of prey. Trappers earned a place in our history, heri- handshake feels like a friendly 

The trappers are active in commu- Bae Regge tian vecooein rey squeeze from a calloused vise-grip 
nities as well. They help trap nuisance rats, raccoons, mink, red foxes, beaver and and would make Hulk Hogan wince. 
animals around homes and farms, and eight other, Turpearere: 1reppers alee er The WTA vibrantly represents the 
they contribute to social causes that farms. DNR photo fur trade: a heritage that was primar- 

help animals. They donated $100 to ily responsible for settling our state. 
help Madison's Vilas Park Zoo pur- lons of fox urine, with or without Today, the WTA is active in conserv- 
chase polar bear cubs named Nanook heat? ing Wisconsin's fur resource, protect- 
and Norton. Just who are the members of the ing trapper rights, educating trappers, 

The WTA holds annual spring and WTA and why do they join? increasing public awareness of trap- 
fall meetings that are a mixture of About 2,000 of the 17,530 li- ping issues and promoting the bene- 
business, trade show and old-fash- censed Wisconsin trappers in 1987- fits of this historic pursuit. P 
ioned rendezvous with members 88 belong to the WTA. People join to Ra 

hawking trapping supplies and just help ensure the survival of trapping in 
plain chewing the fat. The fall meet- Wisconsin. WTA members are 
ings are especially fun to attend. fiercely proud of their trapping heri- 
Where else could you pick up 50 gal- tage and are extremely concerned 

about animal rights activists who pro- 

Chuck Pils is DNR’s furbearer specialist in mote tighter controls on trapping in 
the Bureau of Wildlife Management and Wisconsin. The WTA officers do not 
liaison to Wisconsin trappers. hesitate to let federal and state legis- 
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vation Congress ila 

Robert O. Ellingson SS See eee 
Bach year during January's stzb- | JA 

bing cold, some very hardy travelers oy Be oe oe Soa ee 

wend their way to a central Wiscon- ee po an eee Soo es et 

sin rendezvous. On Friday nights ee . = gaa: 
when most Badgers are bundled up at : y = 
the home hearth, this band is on the Be — 

road, braving the bitter weather to fz A ¢ & — = A 
meet at a mid-state motel. They are & < ren, 2 y q 
warmed by thoughts of fly fishing on i. 2 : \ on oh eng i 
a hot summer day, flailing the waters Sra oR WT ten : } 
for muskie, concealing beaver sets in i ee yoN a AV Ze ee, P 
marshes and roaming woodlots for i Vist ; pe = ms Va R ud j ay | 5 

elusive whitetails. | lee LPN \ ce, ‘ Ef wc La 

They are members of the Wiscon- £ a es A we 7 pie ge 
sin Conservation Congress, a group i Es eae Gia 2 ; a ence 

created by state law to advise the = oi Nae Bees SY Nae eee 

Natural Resources Board on conser- a as as ae e 
vation matters and help shape sound 5 oe a ae Sse eh ee = 
state policy on outdoor activities — a a fee Se 
hunting, fishing, trapping -— and a = >. ee Se 
clean environment. ae Im ae aS 

Congress representatives burn the Le 3 ee Purest re ee 
midnight oil in January, listening, | a ee ak ee at : 

questioning and debating proposed i St Soa 

conservation policies. The congress’ om ' Se ssi aes 

committees shape the issues that ve - 5 , 

menbars cory bacchome:to-apodt- | Sqpe0e endoeend pci on toting rot fom, Coenen Commens mete 
spersons. These proposals will then views on conservation and environmental matters. Photo by Dean Tvedt 

be mulled over wherever hunters and 
anglers gather — in hundreds of rod to forge the next year’s conservation gress also maintains an executive 
and gun club meetings, at Friday agenda and debate Conservation council and management committees 
night fish fries, at barber shops and in Congress positions that will be on public information and awards, 
taverns. shared with the Natural Resources community outreach, rules and reso- 

Each spring, statewide hearings in Board and the legislature. Conserva- lutions and legislative matters. The 
every county poll public reaction to tion issues of statewide interest are council reviews committee findings 

proposed fish and game rule changes. passed on to the congress’ commit- and recommends advisory questions 
The hearings are an important tool tees, which discuss them at length which are added to DNR proposals 
for resource managers and legislators with DNR program managers. The for action at the spring hearing. 
who want to gauge the public pulse committees home in on timely as- The Conservation Congress also 
before changing natural resources pects of their favorite outdoor activi- works with the state legislature as 
policies. Each county also elects Con- ties. It’s especially rewarding for folks part of the DNR rule-making process. 
servation Congress delegates at the who have a keen interest in one kind After the Natural Resources Board 
spring hearings. Virtually any county of outdoor recreation. Study commit- recommends changes in conservation 
citizen of voting age can become a tees specialize in these resource man- policies, congress members testify 
delegate or help choose one. It’s a agement issues — big game (deer and before legislative committees on be- 
great chance for people who are gen- bear), endangered resources, hunting half of outdoor enthusiasts. 
uinely concerned to help protect Wis- with dogs, upland game, turkey man- Squeezed between the fall hunt, 
consin’s natural resources. agement, migratory waterfowl, fur trapping and ice fishing seasons, com- 

Congress delegates meet in June harvesting, environmental practices, mittee members prepare again for the 
enforcement skills, Mississippi River annual mid-state rendezvous and a 

Robert O. Ellingson is the Conservation management, Great Lakes fishing, new season of conservation conver- 
Congress liaison for DNR’s Bureau of In- trout, warmwater fisheries (lakes and sation on a cold night. wes 
formation and Education. rivers), forestry and parks. The con- 
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eae he Society of Tympanuchiss — y= 
= =a 

Cupido Pinnatus, Ltd. 

Jim Keir 3 “\ 4 olution to dissolve the group and 
DNR cooperators some- Fi | : was ready to file the document 

times have very strange GATT se lt with the state. Formal dissolu- 
origins. In this case, luck and MG? ae Pe pe Fg 5 tion would relinquish WCL’s 
chance teamed up with ra? ARS MOV Been 2 ttax-exempt status. 
careful planning and hi ( a Wi re Ce a, Sullivan read of WCL’s 
dedication to save a \\ | i eee Whos impending fate in the news- 
beautiful bird. The trail , i Pe i De ia letter. He contacted Olson 
included a chance encount- Ate j i | he 4 fF Fee and asked if the dissolution 
er of two Wisconsinites in i BSS. Rea resolution had been filed. 
a New York City tavern, a Tite ye tee No — it was still in Olson’s desk 
bookkeeping chore left undone, some a ee drawer; WCL was technically intact 
papers forgotten in a desk drawer, 4p ee e and still had its tax-exempt status! 
and a name that most people could j 1a The rest was a simple formality. 
neither understand nor pronounce. ETE eS Both groups met. The WCL inducted 
This strange formula became the So- eae prauie Creer as ar satan these new prairie chicken supporters 
ciety of Tympanuchus Cupido Pin- from Milwaukee into the league, and 

natus, Ltd. of Milwaukee, an organ- to an observation blind on a chicken’s voted to rescind the resolution to dis- 
ization founded to protect and booming ground the following April, solve. Then, the old officers resigned, 

preserve Wisconsin's greater prairie arranged by Vallier, was all it took to one at a time, while electing the new 
chickens. convince Sullivan there was a real members in their places. A new tax- 

Let’s begin at the beginning. It was cause worth fighting for. exempt organization was born! 

December 1960, at the King Cole Bar A few months passed and a small The new members had already de- 
in the St. Regis Hotel, New York group started planning a new organ- cided a different name was in order, a 
City. Far away, in central Wisconsin, ization. Sullivan was involved, as name that would attract attention. 
the few remaining prairie chickens were Ferdinand Hinrichs, Guido Rahr, They chose to use the Latin scientific 
were struggling through the winter and John Best. Land donations to be name of the greater prairie chicken: 
on a few remaining acres of habitat. strictly managed for the prairie chick- the Society of Tympanuchus Cupido 

This once-abundant species was los- ens would be the lifeblood of the pro- Pinnatus, Ltd. was off and running. 
ing the battle on the wintery gram. To encourage those donations, Donations began to flow in, land 
grasslands. the organization would have to be was purchased (nearly 7,000 acres), 

Fortunately, in December 1960, tax-exempt. But tax-exempt status and the project became one of the 
people were beginning to under- was not easy to achieve, nor could it country’s greatest wildlife manage- 
stand. Dory Vallier returned to the be obtained quickly — and the chick-_| ment success stories. A lease arrange- 
hotel from a board meeting of the ens needed help now! ment with the Department of Natural 
National Audubon Society. She was Enter Paul Olson of the Dane Resources allows its Bureau of Wild- 
aware of the grim situation prairie County Conservation League, whose life Management to manage these 
chickens faced back home as she sat associates would soon form a double- lands for the price of matching the an- 

down for a nightcap at the King Cole barreled partnership with the society | nual property taxes. 
Bar. to save Wisconsin's prairie chicken. Today, the prairie chicken has 

Willis Sullivan was there too, hav- Olson also has strong contacts with a staged a population explosion as re- 
ing returned from a theater perform- third organization, the Wisconsin | counted by Frances Hamerstrom in 
ance. The two Wisconsinites hailed Conservation League (WCL). her book, Strictly for the Chickens. 

each other in the bar, exchanged holi- The league had been very active a Much of this success was made possi- 

day greetings, and chatted into the few years earlier in restoring Horicon ble by the Society of Tympanuchus 
night. The conversation drifted to Marsh. The group had even pur- Cupido Pinnatus, Ltd. and its partners 
talk of the prairie chicken. This was chased a parcel of land in 1954 in cen- — the Dane County Conservation 

the first Sullivan had heard of the tral Wisconsin for prairie chicken League, the Wisconsin Conservation 
problem, and he was intrigued. A trip management. But by 1961, WCL was | League and dedicated volunteers. 

running out of steam, and a farewell Without them, Wisconsin would 

Jim Keir is DNR’s wildlife manager in announcement had been issued to its most certainly have lost its prairie 
Friendship. members. Olson had composed a res- chickens. oy 
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oe nc County Conservation League mm 

Dp : "ae es AUL J. OLSON = 
WILDLIFE AREA oie’) 
na te cole we ‘ 
Serer ree iY i is 

ma ; MY 

ad a eT Tohta oe 
| Se Mey heel eG Ye PA 

od RESOURCES IN COOPERATION WITH THE po 
DANE COUNTY CONSERVATION LEAGUE tp 

The Dane County Conservation League devotes time, energy and money to a wide variety of fish and wildlife projects. Paul Olson (above) convinced 
the organization to help restore prairie chicken habitat in central Wisconsin. Photos courtesy of the Dane County Conservation League. 

Joe Haug The relationship between the ranged the purchase of more than 
They were called the “gold dust league and the prairie chicken began 7,000 acres of prairie chicken habitat 

triplets,” but their real names were in the spring of 1958 when some of by 1976. Today, the group’s range 
Paul Olson, Arnold Torgeson and the league’s founding fathers — Paul totals 4,304 acres entirely funded by 
Harold Starkweather: three enthusias- Olson, Gene Roark and Buzz Holland private and corporate donations. The 
tic outdoorsmen who were the early — spent a morning watching a rem- project stretches from the Town of 
movers and shakers of an organiza- nant flock of prairie chickens “boom” Leola in Adams County through the 
tion so active on the conservation on Buena Vista Marsh in Portage northern and eastern townships of 
scene, a Wisconsin Conservation De- County. The conservationists were Carson, Grant, Pine Grove and Buena 
partment employee once asked it to guests of Fred and Fran Hamerstrom, Vista in Portage County and into the 
stop competing for statewide award who spent their careers happily delv- towns of Sigel and Sherry in Wood 
programs because it won so many! ing into the intricacies of prairie County. 

The Dane County Conservation chicken biology. Purchasing land was one thing; im- 

League (DCCL) is now composed of Paul Olson recalled that day: “I proving and maintaining prairie 
550 active members dedicated to con- came off the marsh BUG-EYED. Here chicken habitat is another. As individ- 
servation projects. Its list of accom- was something so grand, so exciting, ual parcels were acquired through the 
plishments is long and impressive, in- I could put my restless energy to years, the league either donated or 
cluding creating the state's first public work.” leased its lands to the department. 

hunting grounds (Deansville) in 1939, An inspired Olson persuaded the This teamwork secured a foothold on 
improving streams and wildlife DCCL board to start a movement to the central Wisconsin landscape for 
habitat, conducting youth education save the chicken. The board embraced the prairie chicken. 
programs, and making legislative the idea and formed an operating The department is extremely 
appearances. committee — the Prairie Chicken thankful and more than just a little 

League President Bill Holets has Foundation — “to guarantee the con- proud to have had the good fortune 
his hands full these days directing a tinued existence of the prairie chicken to work with the league over the past 
variety of activities. Pheasant pens as a native Wisconsin bird.” And did 30 years. Indeed, the Wisconsin prai- 
near Verona need to be relocated due they operate! rie chicken success story is recog- 
to highway expansion, Sugar River As with any good cause, the nized nationwide as one of the most 
improvement projects are unending, movement gained momentum as the successful private-governmental con- 
hunter safety courses need schedul- plight of the chicken was made servation efforts in the United States. 
ing, etc. known. DCCL made good use of a 2 ast 

Many people around central Wis- newsletter to generate interest; fund- 
consin ask how DCCL got so far raisers and personal appeals gener- 

north. ated money. 

“Tt all just worked,” stated a mod- 

Joe Haug is DNR’s area wildlife manager est Olson. The successful venture can 
in Wisconsin Rapids. be measured in acres. The league ar- 
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a D ucks Unlimited === 

Daniel G. Olson Pr * : | dollars donated for habitat work. Al- 
A sign hanging over my friend's ; most $947,000 was allocated to 

desk reads, “It’s better to light one 0 the Department of Natural Re- 

small candle than curse the darkness.” ge sources for Matching Aid 
I asked him about the expression. He wie to Restore States Habitat 
heard it from Bob Jonet, a Ducks Un- zgad loo, ey (M.A.RS.H) through 1987. 
limited (DU) national trustee from “ DNR administrators and DU 
Green Bay, who heard it from an old * f staff recently reviewed 39 new 
DU volunteer, who heard it from an As projects proposed by DNR wildlife 

old duck hunter back in 1937. This P iy managers, which would make good 

year, we are again reminded of the te use of these DU donations. 
darkness waterfowl faced. Then, they OAS co Despite this year’s near record-low 
called it the Dust Bowl; now they just aan 5 duck numbers, not all is doom and 
call it the drought. Either way, it’s papa gloom for waterfowl resources. The 
raising havoc with continental duck L/ © most comprehensive plan ever under- 

populations. ip a . taken by the United States and Can- 
In 1937, a handful of concerned on Fa ada — the North American Water- 

duck hunters gathered around a table [ae ilo 9: fowl Management Plan — is now 
at a Milwaukee restaurant, and each We? under way. This 15-year effort aims 

pledged a few hundred dollars to help 4 a | d to restore duck populations to levels 
out ducks. . hey r) of the 1970s when 100 million ducks 

“We are going to send this money a Ll Wie migrated up and down the four conti- 
to Canada,” the guys said, “because hs on ay a nental flyways. Matt Connolly, exec- 
that’s where our ducks come from.” * = | ee utive vice president of DU, will chair 
Waterfowlers well knew in 1937 that ‘i SN oe a the Implementation Committee for 

neither Canada’s national nor provin- ee this historic plan. DU will commit 
cial governments had financial re- > | i more than $300 million to the plan 
sources to manage wild ducks. And b Fo Fi > during the next 15 years. One of the 
our government had no legal author- ra sae oe most ambitious proposals would 
ity to spend US. dollars in Canada. business, but i has its lignt moments. DU | change land use practices on 3.6 mil- 

After a slow but dedicated start, bought these duck crossing signs to mark lion acres of Canadian prairie cur- 

the Milwaukee group organize, cal- | aie were here walk ne young broods | rently farmed 
ing themselves More Game Birds for While conservation organizations 
America, which later changed to do their almighty best to help water- 
Ducks Unlimited, Inc. ers are held in cities of millions and in fowl, the sad thing is that about 

In 1937, the Canadian prairies had small unincorporated villages of 30. 750,000 acres of wetland are lost an- 

millions upon millions of pothole DU is proud that roughly 80 cents nually in North America to a host of 
lakes, perfect duck habitat except for out of each dollar contributed is changing land uses. It is hard to pre- 

one small problem; there was no wa- earmarked for its conservation vent these losses when society has 
ter. Rather than complain that their program. such little regard for water, wetlands 
few dollars couldn't solve a huge In 1977, Wisconsin created its own and waterfowl, which brings me back 
problem, DU leaders started a trend duck stamp to raise more money for to the sign on my friend’s desk. 

that would become their trademark: duck production projects. The new We owe those early duck pioneers 
they tackled one small project at a law committed 33 percent of these a whole lot of credit for lighting that 

time. new funds to Canada’s summerberry candle. I'd hate to think where we 
It’s truly amazing that this marsh project which is managed by would be if not for those kind, hardy 

fledgling, private duck organization DU. This cooperative effort has gen- and gutsy conservationists. It would 
went on to establish a worldwide net- erated more than $1 million from have been easy for them to say, “Ah, 
work of volunteers which now raises Wisconsin duck hunters and contin- the heck with it, the job’s too big.” It 
funds unparalleled by any other con- ues to be the foundation for the Man- would be easy for us to give up to- 
servation organization. DU fund-rais- itoba project. day, but ducks are worth the work. 

To date, Wisconsin leads the 3c 
Daniel G. Olson is a regional director for United States in the number of coop- ae 
Ducks Unlimited. erative DU projects as well as total 
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WW; i oT isconsin Waterfowlers Assoc. mm 

John Wetzel i Se * Bars | a 

Wisconsin Waterfowlers Associa- i oy Be, Be io yy 
tion Director Ken Cook and DNR Na Nee ee mo USS Re Sr 
Wildlife Manager Bill Ishmael smiled ie eae 
as the hydraulic arm reached out and eae Fe . ihe ato 
removed another swath of brush. ieee tn, ay oe 

They were watching a Rousseau ig E = coy “Ce 

boom mower efficiently sculpt a dike : NAL) 
on Theresa Marsh in Washington . i 4, 
County. The new machine, donated - 4 BS, | rN 
by WWA, will speed dike mainte- : WS. ‘A 
nance and, more importantly, free up by S 

personnel to develop more waterfowl as 

habitat projects, potentially increas- i e) : 
ing Wisconsin's duck populations. $ 4 a 

Smiles on the faces of waterfowl- 
ers and waterfowl managers have a > 
been rare the past few years. = s | 
Drought, habitat loss and low duck eo ’ i 

populations have dramatically cut s \ ie 

hunting opportunities and seasons. } by: 5 

But waterfowlers are optimists. 4 
Who else prays for cold, rainy morn- re es rei | is 

ings to spend five hours crouched in a || i ) eet = 
marshy blind? Despite recent tough ee ap: ti 
seasons, those who followed the re- eS I zy Ws ees 
cent growth and development of SS 3 ; “* 
WWA have been smiling — they m ee ee 
know Wisconsin's waterfowling fu- saa a “ 
ture is in some very good hands. 

This group of waterfowlers has set 
its sights on being a local, hands-on 

ore raed By planting food belts, Censusing the hunt is an important method of monitoring duck health and population trends. 
restoring wetlands and teaching Photo by Dean Tvedt 
sportsmanship, WWA secures the op- 

portunity for future generations to | 5am allowing chapters to adopt and * provide early review of Wiscon- 
euey Wisconsin's waterfowl heri- co-manage a local waterfowl area sin’s waterfowl hunting season 

mG Ae - oe fA * sponsored the Woody Condo Pro- regulations : 
Se eee ial oon ee gram — the state’s largest wood duck * counsel and lobby the legislature to 
Spy Be aes housing project better protect —— 
the state and are recognized © provided funds for waterfowl de- The Bureau of Wildlife Manage- 

nationally. velopment projects statewide; ment extends special congratulations 
ihe enthiieiistieanienibere: donated drills to plant prairie grass to two individuals who provided the 

* conduct and sponsor waterfowl ed- and provided other equipment to early spark and guidance for WWA 
ucation and steel shot seminars build better nesting cover on public — Gerald (Jerry) Solsrud, WWA s 

* sponsored production of hunter ed- and conservation reserve program first president, and Robert A. Kieck- 
ucation videos including “Calling lands hefer, the correo WWA president. 
Waterfowl to the Decoys” and “Gun- * provided public pamphlets — For more ae ne — 
ning Waterfowl with Steel Shot” “Construction, Installation and Main- ea a Ha nelnbanas a 
° began the “Adopt-a-Marsh” pro- tenance of Wood Duck Nest Boxes aOR Gr hk Oxide Arai OU SESE, 

e and “Natural Cycle of Wetlands and WI 53187-0792. 

John Wetzel is DNR’s Mississippi River the Management Practices for 
wildlife biologist and liaison to WWA. Waterfowl” 
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(clockwise from upper left—continuing onto front cover) Ducklings by PR eee Wee Se 

Scott Nielsen, ruffed grouse by Tom Martinson, trapping mute swans cour- fe emcees ema eee eat : YN 
tesy of DNR Bureau of Endangered Resources, trapper Gerhardt Wille by Soe Se ee a ay NN ee Seen 
Chuck Pils, measuring young wood ducks by Dave Misterek, erecting os- ee pe ci - eZ mt D fee BM 
prey nest platforms courtesy of Wisconsin River Power Company, turkey peat te Ae aN bi EP dh Sadie oo 
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