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Sake ' Peers see <2 as an oe oe ns ies po s a be es Lc 4 

e & an ee ee ee 

a me re 
— ae f S of sale eae € As October blows into November, brisk northerly 

— ae eae ee rk. a winds will snatch the few remaining leaves from 

~ a a a > ot . : Laat winter-ready hardwoods. The leafless trees reveal 
oe ic tae - eS the remains of last summer’s hidden activities. 
oh ace is he. =f iP , ss Fox squirrels, which have been busy snipping 

ie = will o- small leaf-covered branches, have packed and 

— fe % ate” r ‘ tucked them into globular nests in the tree crotches. 
ae SS - — a eau Sia aCe kcey ere h A ee relay jex=y 1 Va 

- Cae .. # Ne 4 ; looking structure hangs from the tip of a sugar 

Sen es ‘ai ne sei os AN | : L maple branch. Now abandoned, the nest was the 

ea eee vr Ny ‘ r: focus of a lifetime of activity last summer for a 

Si a aie Ds E o / colony of baldfaced hornets. 
—_ f a \ ee. Not all baldfaced hornet nests are found in trees. 

: SS aaa na ey Aa yay me Some are attached under the eaves of buildings or at 

/ , ‘ ’ (2 ey eye level around the trunks of small hawthorn trees. 
' a Ce F he ® In late May, while searching for birds’ nests through 

: . : +. ees od tangled stems under a canopy of eight-foot-high 
: rr shrubs, I discovered what I thought was the remains 

of last year’s hornets’ nest. While carefully examin- 
ing the structure, I was darned surprised to discover 

I was handling the beginning of this year’s nest! 

It was about two inches across and secured to a 

branch about two feet off the ground. The top was a 

few layers of gray, papery substance. Exposed 

underneath was a single layer of hexagonal cells. 

Eight of the cells contained wiggling larvae; another 

0 h S six cells were sealed and contained larvae undergo- 

—_— =< st — 

iS) & ret S (6) al ing pupation. This was all the work of one industri- 
ous queen who had built the structure, laid the eggs, 
cared for them and fed the larvae. In about 12 days 

Anita Carpenter the pupae would emerge as sterile worker females, 

who would take over the chores of nest building, 

care and feeding of the larvae, and colony defense. 
The queen would continue laying eggs throughout 
the summer. ome Continued on page 29 
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weet as she sounds in the ay Pet a ‘ : FA 

nursery story,Mama Bear | : a yO : 
has a fierce reputationin = | . Oe we 
nature as one tough lady : cor a - 

when it comes to her cubs. oe Na 
The female bear’s legen- oS lt 

dary protectiveness and mothering [4 : 

skills are the standards by which all Ceo : 

maternal instincts, human included, | a 

are measured. eS 3 ; : 

In 1995, two cubs — one separated 4 4 6 

from its mother by accident, the other ae 

by design — presented DNR conserva- a: 
tion wardens and wildlife managers 4 . 
with a challenge: How to raise those a 
cubs in a way that would do a wild . 4 P ; 

bear proud. Meaning, the cubs would “— -% 
have to be healthy, fit and, most impor- . a 
tantly, taught the behavior that would eg me % amie . : 

enable them to survive in the wild. az ' BoC 5 or Taal re 
Scores of yearling bear cubs have oo i 3 ie ao r i 

been reintroduced successfully into Se * : i we, a a 
the wild out West, but in Wisconsin, 5 an ay er pes: he a . - 

cub rearing is stillinits infancy. The 8 ae ; = aS ‘i a be ‘ F 

cub-sitters drew on their knowledge of 4 Ve ae A 1 BE Sie d at 
the species and the help of volunteers = Sai ss s F <i Lee ue | 
to copy Mama’s ministrations and get (left) Can yearling cubs be returned to the wild? — Be ep ad yj Ff a a 

iecubstackwher they baonge. lieu cine oneal? p ig! ry se SS : 
separate young bears and mothers. Cubs that are B cae eat Re Ao x 
relocated in foster dens within a few weeks a fk i 

Learning about the wild side acclimate well. Could captive yearlings similarly a alae 2 
a be taught to be wild bears again? Si hea 

of life es | 

Cub Number One, a young female, or Cub Number Two, a five-month-old © oy “Fars = : 

sow, was stolen from her den whenshe male, or boar, was recovered near | ay a = A 

was only a week or two old. The Tay- Cushing after his mother was killed by (iy 07 EA = 

lor County man who took her claimed a passing car in June 1995. Conserva- fe eg is ea 

he’d forgotten the den location and tion warden Brian Fellrath of Luck ms ee 

insisted no harm had come to the found the boar hiding up a tree near i a ‘ 
mother. Conservation warden Nick its dead mother. eg 

Nice at Medford recovered the cub in “Thad no idea how to get him out ie oe ‘ 

April 1995; she’d been fed a mix of oat- of there,” Fellrath said. Two animal cal F 

meal and milk and was already a damage control officers from the U.S. ae F 3 

chunky two-month-old when she was Department of Agriculture baited a ie me: a 

brought to DNR’s MacKenzie Environ- live trap with pastry and waited...and eas SG 3 

mental Education Center in Poynette. waited. The hungry cub ignored the Pa aoa ey 2 
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BEAR CUB RELEASE 

- a F — oe 

et eS en Bears get more respect Fig me po 
The black bear is a big game animal in Wisconsin today, * 

respected and studied, but that wasn’t always the case. ‘ 

Until 1956 there was no closed season on black bears { 

and one only needed a small game license to hunt them. iy F 

That same year mandatory registration of bear kills pro- i a 

vided accurate information about their numbers, and in A p ‘ 4 s: 

1974, state law gave the black bear big game status, same mo x a P ce 

as the white-tailed deer. Today, an estimated 14,000 bear Ce Fee = a we >. 

inhabit Wisconsin. It’s a big change from 1985, when con- 3 ec oo om Bok. iY . ae am X 

cern for the state’s dwindling bear population warranted ee 5 — _— = = as . | 5 

a closed season. That year the state Legislature mandated Sa = Sega Ss Se LS z 

that the Department of Natural Resources control the rete Sc 8 

bear harvest. 
Interest in bear hunting is increasing, according to Mike 

Gappa, wildlife manager in Eau Claire. In 1986, when the Most of Gappa’s work takes place in Bear Manage- 

season reopened, only 503 bear were harvested. Now, a ment Zone C, a 5,989-square mile area of West Central 

license is needed to pursue bear and an additional permit | Wisconsin containing about 950 bears in range densely 

is required to harvest one. In 1995, more than 30,000 peo- _ settled by people. He says that today, in Zone C, it’s not 

ple applied for 2,710 permits and killed 1,737 black bears. food or cover that limits bear; rather, it’s the human atti- 

Hunting remains an effective management tool to keep _ tude about having bears in the area. “Bears have adapted 

the population at goal levels. “If we didn’t haveameans _ remarkably well to the presence of people, while people 

to control the bear population, in four years we would be _ in some cases have not adapted well to bears,” Gappa 
at 35,000 bears,” Gappa says. The increase would slow _ said. “I believe that black bears and people can co-exist. 

the reproduction rate as bears competed for foodand _ The bears are showing us how that can be done through 
habitat, raise cub mortality due to conflict with other _ their actions. I think we owe them the opportunity.” 
bears, and increase bear cannibalization (a result of popu- Gappa talks with civic organizations, school groups 
lation stress for many species). and landowners to help dispel the “Big Bad Bear” stereo- 

A larger bear population would likely resultin more _ type. He has evidence, too, that more people welcome 

bear damage and nuisance complaints. The cooperative _ bears as neighbors these days: When he had to relocate 

wildlife damage control program includes Wisconsin _ three newborn bear cubs to dens with surrogate mothers, 

Department of Natural Resources, counties and the Unit- _ the response from landowners willing to share their 

ed States Department of Agriculture Animal Damage —_ knowledge of where bears denned was overwhelming. 

Control (APHIS). In 1995, APHIS received 1,439 calls Most told Gappa they'd never mentioned “their” bear 

about black bear in Wisconsin. After investigations, 607 den before because they wanted to protect their black 

bears were live-trapped and relocated. There were 872 _ bear neighbors. Old attitudes are changing, and both peo- 
nuisance complaints where the bears eventually left an _ ple and bears are benefitting. 
area on their own. Dave Weitz 

trap, walked past the sweets and _ natural home,” Mautz said. He placed _ long, but these bears were growing 

stayed near its mother’s body. Eventu- _ the two cubs ina 20 x 20-foot pen with quickly in captivity. Mautz did some 

ally the men closed in on the cub, and an attached exercise area of the same research and discovered that Montana 

when it scrambled up a small bass- _ size, equipped with logs, large rocks, _ officials had successfully reintroduced 

wood tree, one manshinnied up the and trees. Although an estimated _ 48 of 50 yearling bear cubs to the wild. 

trunk and snared the boar witha catch 35,000 young visitors from regional | And he knew DNR Wildlife Manager 

pole. They loaded the cubintoadog schools saw the cubs at MacKenzie, | Mike Gappa had reintroduced three 

kennel and it too was sent to the Mautz did his best to make sure the _ black bear newborns the year before. 

MacKenzie Center. cubs didn’t become too accustomed to Mautz gave Gappa a call. 

Both cubs became the charges of __ people. He had other plans in mind for Gappa remembered the conversa- 

Dan Mautz, a wildlife technician based the orphaned bears: Mautz wanted to tion. “Yes,” I said, “it can be done here 

in Poynette. “The mission of theedu- _ reintroduce the cubs into the wild. in Wisconsin — or at least tried here in 

cation center isn’t to hold healthy wild He knew it would be chancy. Cubs _—- Wisconsin.” The two wildlife man- 

animals captive, but to attempt toreha- _—_ can be returned to wild conditions if agers decided to tackle the task from 

bilitate and reintroduce them to their — they are not exposed to people for _ different ends: Mautz would work on 

6 Wisconsin Natural Resources
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e = 
es Pee ES a re the cubs’ diet and con- dens, Mautz fed them the foods they 

AEE FESR Js ie ae ae - q 
BB AN ditioning, Gappa would would find in the forest. He collected 

* as oe SSO) scout out anew home. wild grapes, acorns, raspberries, black- 
: BN : A 

ss Ss Pee hee a In essence, Mautz had to berries and grasses for the cubs to eat. 
ee age” ht ype 2 s E 1. c : 
cee ~~. teach the bears how to be Even with the help of food-gathering 

et Es mee unas Se % A ss 
Sa ee Be P bears. The rapidly growing volunteers, Mautz had a hard time 

Lae 2 gue. cubs needed to learn the keeping pace with the cubs’ healthy 

ee. oe ee a habits and behaviors their _ appetites. 
cee ae mothers would have taught As the winter months neared, 

- Smee HG 
Sea fa them — and fast. To help the Mautz had to encourage the cubs to 

we a. wet cubs learn to recognize and begin the seasonal shift into denning 

ip eee, hagas forage for wild foods after behavior. He slowly reduced their food 

‘ POP emerging from their winter supply, causing their metabolism to 

. (opposite) Black bears adapt remarkably well to human pressures. They are opportunistic, 
voracious feeders who will down fruits, insects, carrion, prey and food scraps. Many people are 

“ x protective of bear dens and wild bears in their area, despite such nuisance habits. (left and 
- below) People are moving into wooded areas and bear range is extending southward. Wildlife 

es biologists Mike Gappa and Wayne Hall are marking bears to track their growth and behavior. 
3 The research helps gauge how many bears people are willing to tolerate in the urbanizing 

aed | environment. 
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What a lot of work! Orphaned bears were crated, Ai 12 . 
trucked, lifted, dragged on sleds and bundled into 6 ga 
wild dens. They slept the whole time. ere 4 Ki Pea 

<< -% 
slow down for the winter rest. These js . x 

ce ee} oe 
cubs were well-prepared for hiberna- ‘i <<. s \ ‘i 

tion. Each had put ona solid fat layer; § | ¥ < ‘4 

in fact, they were twice as fat as they 3 A AM bp > 3 % 

would have been had they spent their a ~~ \ pe ae 
first year in the wild. The extra size a iiiaszieaus is Bi 

and weight gave them a bit of added 5 | ¥ Pie et ce 
insurance for surviving the coming = ae e ay 

winter and spring. In October, the & bea ‘ 
bears were introduced to wooden (above) The bears were fitted with transmitters and tracked throughout the winter...until the cubs teamed 
crates built into cave-like dens. The fat, up, chewed up and slipped off their collars. (opposite) By nature, Wisconsin’s 14,000 wild bears are shy 

i and will avoid people. Biologists continue to test techniques for rehabilitating and releasing orphaned 
sleepy cubs adapted well to the “tran- bears to the wild. 

sition dens” lined with dry grass, 

leaves and pine branches that served materials from their captive dens __ the worst ice storm of the winter. It was 

as their homes until wild dens could would be transferred to the natural almost, well, unbearable. 

be found. As food was withdrawn, the _ den, to help the bears adjust to the new Still, the release worked out fine. 

cubs settled in for a long winter’s nap. surroundings. Transferring some of the bedding 

In early December, the hibernating —_ material from the crates into the den 

bears were tranquilized, closed up in _ made the bears feel at home, and they 

A home for the orphans their crates, transported to thenewden _ stayed in hibernation after the tran- 

Meanwhile, Gappa was searching for __ sites, fitted with ear-tags and radio- _quilizing drugs wore off. 

the ideal den site. He wanted a proven collars, and placed in their new dens. 

den, one that had been used by bears It sounds relatively easy on paper, but 
: : v : i aS Out and about 
in the past but was isolated enough so out in the field, the managers literally 

the cubs wouldn’t be bothered by peo- _ had their hands full. Each cub now __In early spring, the bears emerged 

ple. He found what he neededinthe | weighed between 85-110 pounds. _ from their den in the Eau Claire Coun- 

Eau Claire County Forest:adeep den _Mautz and Gappa had to hoist the _ ty Forest and Gappa kept tabs on them 

where a sow had raised two cubs the bears out of the crates, load each one via the radio collars. Both bears were 

year before. Miles from traveled  ontoaplastic sled, and haulthemcare- _ sighted by wildlife biologists and vol- 
routes, it would provide an out-of-the- _ fully to the new den site. The weather _unteers assisting in the project. All was 
way spot for the yearlings. Some of the on moving day proved most foul— _ going well until May. Radio-tracking 

8 Wisconsin Natural Resources



eas 

BEAR CUB RELEASE 

showed the Early this June, the young sow bear The bear-raising experience hasn’t 

bears had madeanappearanceinthecommuni- discouraged Mautz or Gappa. Mautz 

stopped _ ty of Fairchild, begging food from peo- _is raising two more orphaned bear 

moving. pleand attempting to enteravehicle. cubs this fall and is trying new tech- 

Volunteers Onthenight of June 17,thesamebear __ niques to isolate the bears and give 

discovered pestered a homeowner inthe Townof them an even wilder experience. In 

both bears Wilson. The bear was tranquilized and time, the two wildlife managers hope 

had chewed off —_ euthanized. It just couldn’t shake its _ to perfect the techniques so others will 

their radio collars early imprinting on people. Its fate _ have better luck returning black bears 

and were now  servesasasad reminder of why wild to the wild after they’ve had contact 

roaming unfettered by animals should not be removed from _ with people. Oo 

the high-tech gear. Although _ their natural settings. ee 

they could no longer be followed day- The young boar has been sighted Dave Weitz is DNR’s public information 
to-day, the bears could still be identi- and is presumably still roaming th ere a y, the bears co sp y g the 
fied by their ear-tags. Eau Claire County Forest. 

Three bears who got a break 
wo wildlife technicians on their way from Grants- John and June Owen cared for the rapidly growing cubs. 

| burg to Spooner stepped out of the January cold Some of the den sites looked promising but I couldn’t 

and into the DNR’s Western District Headquarters find any with sows and cubs. We really needed dens with 

to chat with me: A sow bear had been killed by land- asow and one, or at most two, cubs, to ensure a smooth 

clearing equipment and three newborn bear cubs, their “adoption.” 

eyes still not open, were discovered unhurt. Ordinarily, After a two-week search, we found some good sites. 

the cubs would be taken to the MacKenzie Environmen- _—_On February 8, accompanied by John and June Owen, I 

tal Education Center at Poynette, where trained techni- _ carried the cubs to their new homes. The male cub was 

cians would care for them until the cubs could be placed _ placed in a den in Chippewa County with a large sow 
in zoos or private game farms. who had two cubs. The two female cubs were placed ina 

Perhaps there was another way — nature's way. But, to den with a sow in Price County who also had two cubs. 

return the cubs to their natural environment, I’d need At the time I truly felt the cubs were going to fit right 

help fast. We had to find someone willing to take on the in, and that’s what later happened. Periodic checks later 

task of providing round-the-clock bottle feedings. We’d _ on verified that the new cubs had been fully accepted as 
also have to find sows with cubs approximately the same _ litter mates. 

age that could handle a quick addition to the family. — Mike Gappa, Eau Claire Area Wildlife Manager 
We got lucky and found both. John and June Owen of 

rural Fall Creek have operated White Pine Rehabilitation 

Center for several years to care for injured animals. When = er 
asked if they could care for three tiny bears, they agreed ae 5 
at once. * ” ._ ee ee 

Next, we turned to WEAU-TV reporter Dave Carlson ‘ , a End 5 ea Bers 

for help in finding homes for the cubs. Carlson’s Sunday * i . ae = “a ta Pe 

night television program about Wisconsin’s resources cov- cd ‘a ‘ 7 . 

ers much of central and western Wisconsin — the bear fy Ga E. 

range where there might be a sow with cubs. Carlson was ed shi ; el 

eager to help, too. He aired a story about the three cubs . .™ a - 
that night, and shortly thereafter my phone started ring- & gies ; Sti, " = ean 
ing. The story was picked up by the Associated Press, .— ge 5 — 
spread nationally, and soon people who wanted to save 4 s q _— ~ 

the orphaned cubs called in from as far away as Montana. "ad on i ' 

During the next two weeks more than 40 Wisconsin res- r * : 

idents, from Kenosha, Racine, Janesville, Spooner, Winter, s Pa a —— lh s 'é f 
Park Falls, Superior and a multitude of rural areas contact- , am. Pn 2 af . 

ed me. They all knew of bears denning on their property, 5 Fs ae s¢ ae ™ rs . 

but had kept the locations secret to protect the animals. yl 7 7 _ nn aL” 

I quietly checked out potential den locations while . ies ee ™" » = ae a 

. oe FOctober 19969. 
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Kids in the country and the city are making their a : es Le A 
mark to point out that what goes on the ground : _ Pe a Ss 
flows to the water. By stenciling messages on ™ eee bad yy ns Prony ~~ ss BORN a 
storm drains and parking lots, the children raise OSE ne be ” XG 7 Sa Bn my 
community awareness and launch a program to Eat : e iF. . CF ae 
learn simple steps for reducing runoff pollution. nd @ Ww fe , oN es so ~ 
(above and right) A stenciling project on the Bad s & ee as a 
River Indian Reservation was part of a Youth Sees CY ek KM — a! 
Summer curriculum in July. (bottom right) Peggy ig y J BS tT 
Kendhammer’s third graders at Harry Spence pia ae TO geal é \ 
Elementary School in La Crosse left their mark on ee it oS F ies i & 
storm sewers. Different neighborhoods in La fe es % NA Ve ae — 
Crosse blufflands drain to the Black, La Crosse oes e ae) = Sa a ( MS a ¥ a eee 
and Mississippi rivers. oe f eo sera qi A] Earn ee Sa tia) 

gl AOC bie ta NS ae \ Wee 4 " 
S ae or. \ eet , 
oy Rae bh ys Ge at —- ~ 
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TA eo 
TOWN WITH W AV I 4k 
Community groups are leaving their mark 

for a cleaner environment. 

Pamela Packer 

T een-agers and spray paint — that’s a combination _ department and neighborhood associations before stenciling 
guaranteed to draw attention. So, when members of drains and learn how local decisions are made. 

a 4-H club got busy with spray cans in a Madison Volunteer stencilers get a close-up view of what flushes 

neighborhood, a police officer pulled over to tell them...what | down storm sewers. “You wouldn’t believe all of the junk in 

a great job they were doing! some of the storm drains,” said one of the Merrill teens. 

With spray paint and stencils, volunteers from schools, In most Wisconsin communities, stormwater is not treat- 

youth groups, adult programs and churches are teaching _ ed before it reaches the nearest surface water. Rain and snow 

others about stormwater pollution. Groups in more than 60 melt running off from parking lots, driveways, sidewalks, 

Wisconsin communities caught the WAV and passed it on to streets, roofs, and yards carries many pollutants. 

more than 2,000 people this year. Common things like lawn care chemicals or soap from 

WAV, pronounced wave, stands for Water Action Volun- washing a car act as fertilizers in aquatic systems and 

teers, a partnership combining the Department of Natural _ encourage weed growth. Soil from yards and construction 

Resources’ water resource expertise and the University of sites or farm fields turn local waterways cloudy or turbid. 

Wisconsin Cooperative Extension’s educational skills to Cloudy water makes it difficult for fish to see and feed, soil 

coordinate a variety of stream and river activities around in the water is abrasive against fish gills and sediment can 

the state. WAV provides educational materials and know- _ smother fish eggs. Bacterial contamination from pet and 

how for local volunteers who want to take action to improve _ livestock waste makes rivers and lakes unsafe for swimming 

water quality. In this case, WAV groups are stenciling the _ and other types of recreation. 

message: Dump No Waste, Drains to River/Stream/Lake next to This time of year, leaves and grass clippings are the cul- 

storm sewers to remind people that whatever isdumped _prits in stormwater: Yard waste decomposing in lakes and 

into storm drains doesn’t just disappear — it flows into _ streams consumes the oxygen needed by aquatic organisms, 

nearby waterways. and the decomposed plant matter increases the amount of 

Stenciling storm drains is easy, visible and fun. “Four _ phosphorus and nitrogen in the water, spurring the growth 

high school classes stenciled 477 storm drains in less thana _ of aquatic weeds. 

week,” noted Diane Hanson of the Lincoln County Land Simple steps can make a big difference. Recycling used 

Conservation Department. Students in the Green Bay area _ oil, using lawn chemicals sparingly, mowing your grass no 

stenciled over 350 storm drain inlets. 4-H clubs in Green __ shorter than two inches, washing your car on the lawn, col- 

County want to stencil every drain in the county; more than _lecting pet waste and keeping fallen leaves out of the gutter 

1,000 drains have been done so far. until they are collected all help improve water quality. 

One phone call to the WAV program will begin a commu- Based on the feedback from volunteers, I’d estimate that 

nity building activity that also improves the environment. _ nearly 10,000 storm drain inlets were stenciled this year. In 

WAV supplies stencils and step-by-step stenciling directions some cases I could not fill specific stencil orders because the 

upon request. Volunteers pick their messages based on _—_ demand was so high. 

where the storm sewers in their community drain. In areas If your group wants to catch the WAV, fill out the card 

of Milwaukee where sanitary sewers and storm waters com- _ bound into this magazine on page 17. So far, WAV has coop- 

bine, the message states: Dump No Waste, Protect Our Drink- erated with the Lake Michigan Federation, Chippewa and 

ing Water. Waukesha County land conservation departments, the 

WAV also supplies groups with door hanger cardsand — Adopt-A-Lake program, the Audubon Society and the Wis- 

fact sheets to distribute to nearby residents. The information _consin River Alliance to paint the towns in Wisconsin.  L] 

explains the sources of stormwater pollution, and suggests —©—< ANN. 
ways to curb the problem. Pamela Packer coordinates the Water Action Volunteers program for 

Each volunteer Broup purchases its own paint and sup- is ee a Nee Baste UO ON 

plies or borrows supplies from city government. Local ordi- 

nances may limit where stencils can be applied. Get permis- 

sion from a governmental board, city engineer, public works 
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———_ A Wisconsin community 

recently reclaimed a part of itself 
, after a long struggle with hazardous waste. 

Other towns and cities can do the same. 

Greg Matthews 
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here are few things sad- — ganization under Chapter XI of the Lacking the resources to hire secu- 

der than an old, aban- federal bankruptcy code. rity guards, Monarch left the 13-acre 

doned factory. Each Since 1896, the company had pro- _—_ complex of mostly dilapidated build- 

broken window, every duced quality home appliances under _ ings unattended. The buildings were 

crumbling brick points the Monarch label at the foundry locat- broken into at night and on weekends 

to an industry taken ednear the center oftown.Company _ despite the best efforts of the Beaver 

unawares by progress, toa product — employees, many of whom lived across Dam police and fire departments. Res- 

now obsolete, perhaps even to mis- the street or down the block, had cast, idents feared fires or accidents would 

management and outright neglect. _ electroplated, painted and enameled _ occur at the site. 

Empty buildings stand as forlorn the stoves, grills, heaters and fireplace 

reminders of jobs lost, of families cop- inserts that had made Monarch a : 

ing with diminished incomes, of com- household name. By the mid-1950s The problems Were just 

munities sapped of economic vitality. nearly 1,200 workers kept the produc- beginning 

Cities and towns dealing with old _ tion lines moving at the plant. With most of the hazardous waste still 

industrial sites often find they’ve been Three decades later, Malleable was _ on-site by 1987, the U.S. Environmen- 

bequeathed an additional unfortunate bankrupt, pushed into decline by the _ tal Protection Agency (EPA) was called 

legacy: pollution. The wastes from _ difficult economic climate of the early _ in to help. EPA used $369,000 from the 

antiquated manufacturing processes 1980s. Malleable’s assets, excluding | Superfund program to pay for remov- 

linger on, remnants of a not-so-long- buildings, were sold to the Monarch ing wastes during the summer of ‘87. 

ago time when the hazards of untreat- © Appliance and Fabricating Co. By law Monarch was required to cover 

ed waste materials were unknown and (MAFCO), and all usable items were the full cost of the cleanup, but the 

the necessity of environmental regula- | moved to Monarch’s Algoma facility. bankrupt company didn’t have the 

tion was still a matter of debate. “What remained at Beaver Dam cash. Eventually $151,000 was taken 

So it was an occasion for much — was trouble,” said Edwards. He con- _ from the company’s assets to partially 

rejoicing in August 1995 whenalarge ducted an inspection at the plantand _— reimburse EPA. 

group of business and government discovered 500 barrels of toxic and During 1988, Dodge County took 

officials gathered to break groundona —_ hazardous wastes, 65,000 gallons of over ownership of the site. The county 

new 31,000-square-foot grocery store dangerous materials, including flam- _ and the city formed a committee to 
at the former location of Malleable Iron — mable paint thinner, stripper waste, decide what to do with the buildings 

Range Co., just north of downtown __ electroplating solutions, lab chemicals, _ and lot. “We recognized right away 

Beaver Dam. porcelain enamel waste withhighcon- __ that we [the county] couldn’t get out 

“It’s been a long and very strange _ centrations of heavy metals —andan __ of our responsibilities, so we took a 

trip at times,” said former Beaver Dam assortment of barrels “containing who proactive stance,” explained Chuck 

mayor Steven Sabatke, referring to the knows what.” Swain, then and now chair of the 

site’s convoluted 10-year journey from By now, the Malleable Iron Dodge County Board. “It put 

abandonment to renewal. Dave Range Co. existed only on cesT everyone in the proper 

Edwards, DNR hazardous waste paper, but the hazardous y — oe frame of mind to 
investigator based at Horicon, agreed: waste and the threat Lo : ae begin tackling the 
“T always tell people this has been the that waste posed to ie : eae many problems.” 

most frustrating yet most rewarding thecommunitywas ag . 2 — | 
case [have worked oninmy 17-year _ real.Inbankruptcy * 4 
career,” he said. “It seems like there’s court, the Wiscon- (yy ; . : a 

no end of legal tangles and financial —_ sin Attorney Gen- .. & = a 4 gers 
hassles when a corporation goes under eral represented the be : Sa ig er 

and leaves a mess for the Department _state’s interest in a a a 2 eS ee 
of Natural Resources to sort out. The full cleanup of the site. x agin a 3 ie 5 4 Se 
taxpayers pay for it, but it is gratifying But Monarch was pow- i ey i a eee oe 

to finally see a site restored to useful- erless to start removing NSE ali rss 3 Xs Bs 3 a i y 4g ae 

ness for a community.” hazardous waste on its [ = gee ee, i aoe es 

own — all its corporate We = ioe “ae ee 

: assets were tied-up pending \s a > oe 
Leaving no stove unturned review of a creditor’s commit- ? “NN es a 

Beaver Dam’s route to urban renewal _ tee, and only court approval y XY es : 

began with a disturbing announce- _could release funds. £ : 5 4 4 —< 
ment in the spring of 1985: The Mal- E es 3 

leable Iron Range Co., a fixture in the Se ete eee trning z — a a : 2 
city for almost 100 years, filed for reor- _job. 5 Jv’ ae s 
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One bad thing follows another when businesses When the old plant burned in a February 1990 fire, the county spent $360,000 recovering the site. (top 
are abandoned. This bustling enterprise in Beaver left) Old asbestos-wrapped pipes were carefully removed. (above) Remains of the burned-out buildings 
Dam became an eyesore and a gang hangout. had to be carefully demolished to separate hazardous materials and avoid injury. 

Many they were. Buildings in poor _—_ deck of cards,” said then Fire Chief During the next several years, 

condition needed to be razed — an __— Peter Westra. Dodge County hired an environmental 

expensive task, given the asbestos pipe Officials made an on-the-spot deci- consulting firm; submitted a site 

insulation that had to be removed sion to raze some of the surrounding —_ assessment to DNR; installed a system 

before the structures could be demol- _ structures, hoping to contain the blaze _for dealing with petroleum contamina- 

ished. A closer examination of the site by creating a fire break. It worked, but _ tion; cleaned up and disposed of cont- 

revealed underground petroleum and they then faced the task of demolish- aminated soils; and put together a 

chemical storage tanks had polluted _ ing all buildings on the property. The — remedial action plan for removing 

groundwater and soils. effort cost the county $359,000. non-petroleum products from ground- 

“The place was an eyesore and a water. The effort cost the county near- 

danger,” said Swain. “Kids were run- Risinerioottherches ly $1.5 million. The city of Beaver Dam 

ning through it. We recognized the & e created a Tax Incremental Finance (TIF) 

potential for disaster.” The Beaver | However disastrous at the time, the District in September 1994 to help spur 

Dam Fire Department and other area _ fire ultimately sparked some good. —_ development on the property, and con- 

fire departments held drills on the Said Swain: “It really got the ball _ tributed $350,000 toward environmen- 

property so each squad would know _ rolling to finish cleaning up the site.” _ tal clean-up costs. 

exactly where to go in case a blaze _ In late 1991 the Hoffman Corp. of The state provided some financial 

broke out. Appleton approached the county with — assistance as well. Dodge County 

The worst-case scenario came to _a proposal for developing the site. The received $657,000 from the state Petro- 

pass in the early-morning hours of county and city made commitments to — leum Environmental Cleanup Fund to 

February 16, 1990. As flames setby an address all environmental concerns clean up groundwater pollution 

arsonist engulfed the buildings, the | and make public improvements asso- _ caused by underground tanks. And the 

lean-to structures collapsed “like a ciated with the property. state Department of Development 

14 Wisconsin Natural Resources



BROWNFIELDS 

Community recovery with less risk 
he decline of our urban and rural economic centers Good for the buyer — In the past, one of the main bar- 

is both a statewide and national concern. As the sub- __ riers to purchasing and reusing contaminated properties 

urban fringe expands and prospers economically, was the risk that purchasers and investors would assume 

many properties in downtown areas have been abandoned. _ unlimited liability to clean up pollution caused by others. 

Left behind are residues from the ways we conducted busi- The Land Recycling Law exempts purchasers or “innocent 

ness, bankrupt dreams and environmental contamination. landowners” from future liability if they investigate and 

These so-called “brownfields” become pockets of decay — __ clean up polluted property to existing Wisconsin stan- 
run-down properties that can turn healthy neighborhoods dards. When known pollution is cleaned up, the new 
into wastelands. owner can develop the site with the assurance that he or 

Brownfields, like the Monarch Range property in Beaver _ she will not have to pay additional cleanup costs if conta- 

Dam, represent a tremendous opportunity for industry mination is found that occurred before the purchaser 

and communities. Unlike undeveloped sites, or “green- acquired the land. 

fields,” brownfields are already located close to a work Good for the community — Abandoned and tax delin- 

force and established services, such as roads, public trans- quent properties often sit unused because no one will 

portation and utilities. These lands on the surface are acknowledge ownership. Until someone is available to act 

attractive to businesses and developers. Communities, as the seller, future development is virtually impossible. 

however, often do not have the resources to determine if The Land Recycling Law provides incentives that encour- 

abandoned, tax delinquent or bankrupt properties are con- age municipalities to take title to such properties and start 

taminated. As the Beaver Dam experience has shown, with _ the redevelopment process. The law helps communities act 

the right blend of public and private cooperation and fund- _as brokers without bearing the costs for future investiga- 

ing, brownfields can once again become productive, eco- _ tions and cleanup liabilities. 

nomic profit centers within communities. Good for lenders — Lenders have been reluctant to 

The cleanup and reuse of brownfields offer opportuni- repossess or invest in properties, fearing they would have 

ties for public/private partnerships to reduce health haz- _ to assume financial liability for cleaning up contaminated 

ards, reduce cleanup costs, return abandoned land to the _ sites. The state law provides relief to lenders who foreclose 

tax base, reverse neighborhood decay, provide short-term _ or provide business loans to those owning brownfields. 

construction jobs, create long-term manufacturing and ser- For recorded information on the Land Recycling Pro- 

vice jobs, restore the environment, promote growth and _ gram, to order publications or have your name placed ona 

preserve the value of urban lands. Land Recycling mailing list, call 1-800-367-6076 (in-state 
To meet this challenge, the Land Recycling Law of 1993 _ calls outside of the Madison metropolitan area) or (608) 

reduces a community’s risk and encourages people to buy 264-6020 (Madison callers and out-of-state inquiries). 
contaminated properties, clean them up, and put them — Cara Norland, DNR Land Recycling Program. 

back to productive use. 

Soil borings and test wells monitor whether buried wastes or 
contaminated groundwater migrated toward neighboring Recovering a brownfield is expensive. At the Monarch Range property, demolition wastes were 

properties. hosed down to keep foundry dusts and asbestos from drifting into neighboring residential areas. 
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BROWNFIELDS 

awarded Beaver Dam a $350,000 block Clean-up costs for the entire prop- “a huge success story highlighted by 

grant for improvements, including erty totaled $2.6 million. Despite the _ the textbook cooperation among the 

street, sewer and water utilities,engi- high price tag, former Beaver Dam __city, county and state.” Today, Rechek’s 

neering and site work. mayor Steve Sabatke says ithas been Food Mart stands on the former Mal- 

leable grounds and employs 35 area 

Teamwork and commitment restored the burned-out factory site. (left to right) Dave Edwards, DNR solid residents. An adjacent strip mall is 
waste investigator advised on cleanup and disposal methods. Pete Westra, former Beaver Dam fire chief, under construction and will soon 
had to make tough decisions as buildings burned and the site was razed. John Bemis, field supervisor for h a a 
the Beaver Dam Dept. of Public Works managed the demolition project. Eugene Pritchard, Dodge County ouse a video store, restaurant an 
board supervisor, kept the county involved and communicated with site neighbors. other businesses. 

It’s been a long and at times 

painfully slow process from the bank- 

: b= 3 Fak eee é LE ruptcy to the ultimate redevelopment 
es | TT ay ial rrr LU ; i of the property. “Folks around here 

HT Ct rrr dort LL | Jt Lf, = ~—s have seen Malleable thrive, then dis- 

ah “ — ae ee ee aed a solve; MAFCO move in, then leave,” 
En - = in hae ik 7 ad : eS ii z= - ff apa o said Edwards. “They’ve seen the 

“sg Bini | a: — empty buildings, the vandalism, the 
| g : ere removal of thousands of gallons of 

- a = hazardous waste, the fire, the soil and 

e os groundwater clean-up — and now, 

x @ y a new businesses. You could say we’ve 
Ay . = oy = Aa | i ; ’ come full circle.” 

<i is we) rn a i ; Edwards credited the county and 

1 i i ie a ee city officials who looked beyond the 
, ce = = cial pN seemingly insurmountable environ- 

” e pa 3 Sete mental problems to envision the revi- » B 3 = " —— Pp: 
a Ta a ! talization of the site. DNR hydrogeolo- A ae. EOS 

] ; * 1 comma gist Mark Putra concurred: “The effort 
c r } put forth by Dodge County and the 

| ? y City of Beaver Dam made our job 

2 —_ 5 ia i 2 much easier.” Putra cited the Monarch 
fo eo — aa or ee ee sce == site as a prime example of the Brown- 
— EE nn le I — ficld Initiative. 
— tg esl Py aes a Soe ct oe Po bone 4 sr ego pee te geage a i 
a _ a r ae. ae The problem Beaver Dam faced is 

_ accep ee ee a z me Be eo oe Ps oe pretty common,” said DNR Secretary 

moor. me = Bis a Pe nae aaa ; George Meyer, who toured the site just 
we Se Se ere Be oe ee == ae aa a ania 2 after the grocery store opened in May 

y A be ES  --R eat ae pe eno ne |= 1996. “What's unique is how that prob- 
eT inc ll salle Me SA NENEEE S Jom has been turned around. This is 

clearly a model for the rest of the state.” 

Pi wii. Said Edwards, with admiration — 
~ La f and relief: “They have truly madea 

: Ss oe (8 oe silk purse out of a sow’s ear.” lai] 
J gs SS A em ga SN ea 

4 ae + J Greg Matthews is the Public Information 
% = ag j =a 4 “ Officer for DNR’s South Central Region. 

Se y i Los bi: , / 

\ roo g X 

Nh - 33 — 

g Li ae , The recovered site was developed as a 
Ni hee aa S| 4 supermarket and has attracted an adjacent strip 

a | wf é mall. Here chief Westra, site developer Martin y = 
om ; 4 Sell, DNR environmental restoration specialist 

is Finn) y" yA E Mark Putra, DNR Secretary George Meyer and 
Zs : 2 Pe 2 DNR Waste Investigator Dave Edwards look over 
es : Pe ee & blueprints for the new stores in the renovated Py ee @ 

nN [Sa ee © neighborhood. 
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Hunters, take a 

Wisconsin 

archers have 

enjoyed one 

of fall’s most 

sporting 

challenges 

for more than 

OUR obec 

Kevin Wallenfang 

The Vilas County forests 

were filled with red-coated 

hunters. Each was searching 

for a white-tailed buck and all 

: carried modern firearms. All, 

that is, except an enthusiastic few 

who had slung homemade bows and 

arrows over their shoulders. 

gone eae oc i i a One Sa te 
A eee eo See oc es ee 

ee aa oe oe eee 2G ae See See 
e gee Sing a ye mr Se 

: ? Te eat md SJ Se Tee 
j é a ie? Nic cee a % ; : / ee en) Wc ores 

% E a “ee rye: > ia | a , ¥ . : 

oo 3 4 Pe ee Aa ey 

: : 7 An early hunt at Necedah and the fall hunt today (inset) invite 
2 archers to try the same skills and pleasures. 
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BOWHUNTING WHITETAILS 

UJ & we! re 4 7 Since that historic shot more than 

a , f e f / 60 years ago, Wisconsin archers have 

: \ i : | had unequaled opportunities to 
4 a\t = : ; bowhunt whitetails, but we tend to 

: . a | ; take that privilege for granted. The 

Rat Z i a = sport had its growing pains and its crit- 

> \ y <a = : +. | ics, but I’m getting ahead of my story. 
Ree WEN. aa: , { Much of Wisconsin’s bowhunting 

ec LY ue o> ee history can be traced back to that first 
A) i. 7 ve} |. enthusiastic archer, Roy Case, dubbed 

d — » o x b 4 by his peers as the Father of Wisconsin 

ie ; 2 a2  / ‘ a Nee Bowhunting. 

a yi ‘ 5 : > =e Prior to that first bow season, 

FP au = pa archery in Wisconsin focused entirely 
Pe = Bie —..; | on target shooting and field competi- 
Pp ifs 4 ‘ =~ a 4 tion. In the 1920s, groups of archers 

“— 3 1 » ea “ ; gathered for friendly competition at 
* a Be AOA ea Ss iy 4 local archery clubs and field ranges. 

a Sf ™ . Ne Archery shoots, scheduled almost 
| : Wise oo” SS = every Saturday from spring through 

a hi ar ji — . é a J a fall, were often day-long family affairs 

Bez dice Ul iF A 7 $ _ with picnics and children’s games. 
ge. . ip M4 Unlike gun hunting and turkey shoots, 

i a ite Pa x “ dé archery shoots were popular with all 

C; oN ‘ 5 ages and both sexes. 
r > Lp { Aes E As field archery grew in popular- 

; 5. % fj , me ME! ity, Case organized Wisconsin’s first 

; archery club at Racine 

4 CERN ae a Bi ; e 5 iE 4 i ii t ‘ : a eee F in 1927. Two years later, 

Se | ERS TE TEP he organized the Wis- a ar Gate eG NGS Soi pail b | Hee WN) Tbe gee _ consin Archery Associa- 

ee ee OL BF een tscnompionsnip 
ee See Se ae Bi. Mh «© | several times. His dedi- 

Ws | fer Re | wee a “ually would gain Case BAN es Goa Se . _ ~——~—SONational = recognition 

: TF Pe : eS Pay 2 oe a pets ' ee and honors from the 

“ok oN 5 cos) Pee io a yee oes = [ll — 2 g Association and others. 

es Cee ee a & nS _ a 7. 2... ee: His skill as a field 
< Pe ees \ By Le oS ee ee archer drew a crowd 

ee ae yeas ap ey iG Sea ——— sipiecrrumnmraas m= and provided an audi- 

\” Y Nees ar ae Bowhunter He was a charsmatte skilful archerwho bull copportfor CE aS Case talked up 
\ ‘eo < es =S\ i? \ big game seasons. Art Laha (top) ran a popular hunting camp in Vilas the dream of bowhunt- 

4 Me - i ee a ue iN ; County that catered to bowhunters. (left) Women were welcome — ing for big game. The 
"4 \ he 2 oe Aye participants at field ranges and archery clubs where target shooting id eg 

rE \ a Say eee a ee was a popular weekend pastime. idea oO aking game 

g \ V eras, aU with the bow was not 
- i 4 Ra wan A eee Se Not since the days of the Chippewa completely unheard of — magazines 
i / an \ He a = ii CNS ‘ i Hi ie and Winnebago had archers stalked carried accounts of a few adventurous 

i i RS | cine es eae oe deer in Wisconsin’s woodlands. Buton — bowmen in the western states who had 
se Nh i" SB oo ( are A that cold November day in 1931, the __ killed deer, black bear, and even moose 
JAG eel) Jesnnar ses ny first deer legally harvested by an and grizzly bear. However, game offi- ea ak ae nee ee cle in Wiconat ae a er Bg ee CaN Mf m0 a wi ile archer since statehood was brought _cials in Wisconsin were skeptical. The 

aah Tay ee a ae ne ea avert a = down. It was a spike buck, killed by long bow was considered a primitive 
yi ihe er Hi oo A? Ve eg ee = one homemade arrow shot froma54- _—_ weapon, some questioned if archers 
NHAC ERG GUMOLE ANU NGI) AHERN pound longbow. would have the skill to get close 
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fae: Sm cio oe afte " hago 
Beebe a ae giheny BOWHUNTING WHITETAILS 

Fae sr lla y) gee et ca cee! 

een ¢ (ERG C2 ) ae » 7 =6Rules of their own hibited the use of crossbows, and 
eee &, en ce ew ae barred poisoned or explosive arrow 

Ber oe geo 3 ys aos pe During those first years of __ tips. 
2% 4 (ie, rae bowhunting, many of the By 1941, more than 2,000 archery 

— oo i Je Lg ue bunting laws that applied to deer hunting licenses were sold annu- 
eae wed Wns = Seo «Sun hunters were consid- ally. During the mid-1940s, the popu- 

re es. i Fe Ne “my , ered irrelevant for archers. larity of archery hunting in Wisconsin 

=e oZ Ne ae 4 Pee As interest in the sport gained momentum and the number of 
as Mixes Ss eat | grew, it became obvious that _ licenses sold often doubled from year 

eae a A ey < w {; the ethicalissues and safety to year, particularly in the years fol- 
ee an NS « ag Vien “4 requirements for bowhunt- _ lowing the end of World War II. Out- 

bs ea a ise eae Ny we oo ing differed somewhat from door recreation was revitalized in 

B Vae ‘oral ae oo gun-hunting. Bowhunters America and, just as women had 
ie Ay ig he ee A aS shot from much closer range opened up the workplace, they opened 
Page: ne ts gre ee a alee es 4 and had to be more skilled the door to outdoor experiences a little 

Pa Ga Me can Pai a ‘ C = ie to assure a clean kill. The — wider. More and more families could 

oe ae Se ae i e =@, increased challenges of a _ be seensetting up their hunting camps. 

ce ae 3 9 a = or so a gis iu _ bow hunt warranted a The fall bow season offered dyed- 

Ge Ji e re Po xe ae longer season. in-the-wool deer hunters an early 

‘ Ao ope ie ZN ae a | oye Again, Roy Case was up _ opportunity to hit the woods when the 
eh MA gh LAN R | tees 3 to the task. Under his leader- _fall colors were at their finest and the 
mS Ee “ ship, the deer committee of air was cool and crisp. It gave them a 

Camo ting, compound bows, sights and saiizershave | tne Wisconsin Archery Asso- chance to hunt months before the 
need to hone their powers of observation and silently stalk. ciation organized the Wis- —_ annual gun season, and both women 

than 20 ps cee ee ee ale consin Bowhunters Associ- _ and children already had been more 

; ation in 1941. This group —_ widely accepted as bowhunters. It was 

enough to their prey, and many doubt- —_ gave bowhunters a stronger, unified | an opportunity that many simply 

ed that an arrow could effectively har- _ voice in establishing new standards of _ couldn’t pass up. 

vest big game. conduct to promote safe, ethical In these early decades of Wiscon- 

The archers persisted. Reluctantly, | bowhunting. New rules included a __ sin’s bowhunting history, two areas 
state approval was granted so hunters — minimum poundage of bow pull, pro- _ stand out as the most popular destina- 

could use archery gear during the 1931 ne ; ; alee a , 
Even in its early days, the camaraderie of bowhunting extended to a wide mix of families and friends. 

gun deer season. The total bag for the at sisal : eae E ss a 

semen, EN SRR Sar FONTS is accomplishment proved tobe SAY r Ree pee way aa ya i a Li tf ot fs 

the tochold that became a foothold to | ME Ws Pd Ras fy scoped” RT a Ht Bh a 
gain more bowhunting privileges. i Set ae 5 pe a Nar «i iy wT % ; ae LY am Bae |. 

Shortly after bowhunting was legal- TaN de Na oa hy A ¥ Lt Ft Fi i ean, 
ized during the gun season, the deer ia a Vf mg yea eH sae “eh \e ES hay 

i : ‘ BA Ties By kenn LAP Aa A AY A eT ee ees a prog 
committee of the Wisconsin Archery ee aod RY { sy ome ae y iy «toi tee a ae 
A —— 5 7 Pa Fal Ne fan © SP ak) yd uf ce sa | od a 
ssociation and influential archers hy Ny Ly i 3] ¢ Boa a Ste bs : i 

such as Case, Larry Wiffen, and Aldo J i rs ay A F “ N ¥ ea ‘ ees | ia 
Leopold petitioned the State Conser- 4 6 i 4 ' “ Ps ete ia ae re i 

vation Commission to allow bowhunt- | i ‘ame i { , SG a ‘ =| Gere 
ing in separate areas specifically set ee: cra i hee a4 Ae , 5 ay at? 
apart from gun hunting zones. As a aN \ Loxl ee acne ae ih P ey ‘a 
result, Wisconsin became the first state ea) ‘ e ‘. bel i] — 2 2 Psa u S pe i sat | ‘3 i 

in the country to establish an archery- ae \ \ \ 3 a ‘ y sg wae ts 4 fj ea pe Ne | eo 4 h 

only deer hunting season in Novem- Be Wen Ve Ie A \ Ae Ee Age ‘ ™: AS) 7 Oe La | 

ber 1934. The season was limited to a A my ie Ny ie wa iS, RS Ms Us x & 

just five days in Columbia and Sauk er pat a ee ia os ye Be: 

counties. The bag limit was one adult Bee a 1 Ve 7 N ‘vs a eos oe eae See 

buck and a license cost one dollar. TO eae ae ‘2y i] ae eee ac oe ae (os oi ae be 

Forty hunters participated, and the , Cae mt eat PS) TOs ca ree ee Ue ees oil 

total take for the season was one buck, 3 & iy 2a Ve za ee ay AN Rat" Pye SED aes Se ee 

bagged by Mr. William Ostlund of 3 Beas WMMa 0 duis oc ee ee 
Chicago, Illinois. BSS eR UE BE CUNEO pcr SO 

October 1996 19



PSR oss | ha 

ee Gs 
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tions for archers. The first was a 54- aw . i + BAG a ditional longbows and recurves in 

square-mile tract of Juneau County EN R Pa Ay favor of this new fast and powerful 
that comprises the Necedah National ser a 1 a A weapon. 
Wildlife Refuge; special archery hunts 4 4! (ESB hy Sat : Today, bowhunting in Wisconsin is 
were often hosted there. The second, ee 4 a | rh = s re more popular than ever. The state typ- 

Vilas County, was the stomping [RR 77 erie Rinne TN BS ically ranks in the top five nationwide 

grounds of the sport's first advocates. ‘ Pa My ir — 40 RS in the number of hunters, as well as in 

On Opening Day in September “1 eee oa) ee number of deer harvested. This year, 
1948, bowhunters notched a new 16 aa. iy. : ; over 230,000 archery licenses were sold 

benchmark: more than 3,000 hunters q iA ih Lae ei [ae in Wisconsin and, following a decade 

participated in the archery-only deer aa ae SA bola: ; Np of mild winters through 1995, another 
hunt at Necedah. For the times, that ee Eb ; ae ai | ’ record harvest was set of almost 70,000 

was considered phenomenal interest ie a Ee cA aS Ue deer, ranking Wisconsin’s bow harvest 
and clear proof of the growing popu- } b aes i 4 ; | ee as number one in North America. 

larity of the sport. : i Sk ws | i he Bowhunters currently enjoy the 
To respond to a vocal group of skep- : | ne a a Be most liberal bag limits in the history of 

tics, the Necedah game managers con- Ni Ma q | the sport, a trend expected to continue. 

ducted some of the first studies to ae 1 s i ¥ Technology and aggressive market- 

gauge whether archers wounded or > re : Veer ee f Saeed a ing have a way of complicating the 

effectively killed deer. By the close of SA VE ne is a { = simplest things in life. Space-age mate- 
the hunting season, the results showed aS cI a's, Sa | 2 rials used to manufacture bows, 
a surprisingly high percentage of deer eee Enea eueeetes wn arrows, hunting clothes, and much 

shot by bowhunters were cleanly shot __ time. Archers used to wear hunter red coats and more, have changed the tools, but not 

and’recovered, Those studies zave | teestands were illegal Now archers must be the nature of the bowhunting experi- 
ress especially alert and careful to watch for other i a 

bowhunters credibility and support for camouflaged hunters calling wildlife from blinds ence. The challenge of getting within a 

more liberal future hunting seasons. ere Lences stone’s throw of game continues to be 
Vilas County and the surrounding the big draw for bowhunters. 

lakes country boomed in bowhunting for Vilas and Juneau counties often Perhaps as a reaction, many archers 

popularity from the late 1940s through = accounted for more than half of the have been drawn back to traditional 

the early 1970s. Deer populations were _ statewide kill through the mid-1960s. longbows and recurves to recapture 

much higher than in southern and cen- The 1950s, ‘60s,and ‘70s brought the simplicity and romance of 

tral counties of the state. Moreover, | many more changes for Wisconsin _archery’s earlier days. 

the region was already a popular vaca- — bowhunters. Full camouflage clothing, Despite the liberal seasons, only 

tion and resort destination. The sight allowed for the first time in 1951, freed _ three out of every 10 bowhunters will 

of lots of deer in the North during bowhunters from wearing the tradi- bag a deer, but all find plenty of rea- 

summer visits drew many archers __ tional red hunting clothes required of _ sons to stick with their sport. Like the 

back to the area in the fall. And the — gun hunters. A late December archery- _ archers during that first bow-only sea- 

resorts were well-placed to provide _ only season opened in 1953. Hunting —_ son in 1934, today’s bowhunters still 

plentiful accommodations for the trav- from a tree stand was banned in 1966, enjoy the simple satisfaction of spend- 

eling hunter. then reinstated in 1971. For years, the —_ ing a day in the autumn woods: the 

Many hunters spent their time practice remained a very controversial smell of aspen leaves, the honk of a 

under the guidance of Art Laha, who topic among hunters. goose overhead, time with family and 

ran a large deer hunting camp in the Growing local interest in bowhunt- friends in camp at the end of the day’s 

Town of Winchester. Laha would often ing was influenced by personalities hunt. And for those successful few 

have as many as 100 bowhunters inhis _ like Fred Bear and Ben Pearson who who carry a little luck in their pocket, 

camp each week, and insome years made bowhunting movies to further _a hard-earned deer more often than 

accounted for more than half of the — promote the sport and createdemand _ not means succulent steaks on the grill 

total archery deer kill for the county. _ for their lines of archery equipment. _ and stories that last a lifetime, rather 

In 1949, some 266 of the statewide By 1967, over 100,000 archery deer than a trophy on their wall. O 

archery harvest of 551 deer were taken _ hunting licenses were being sold army @J£. 1 

in Vilas County. ally in Wisconsin. Kevin Wallenfang is an avid bow hunter 

Many archers enjoyed both of these In the 1970s, the face of archery was ee Re esata Deckard Bea. 

bowhunting hot spots by starting the | changed forever with the invention of 

opening weekend at Necedah and the compound bow, which uses pul- 

spending the rest of the season making _leys to dramatically increase the pull 

weekend trips to Vilas County. The archers can comfortably draw and 

combined annual archery deer harvest —_ hold. Many hunters put away their tra- 
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Cabins preserve a place for family, solitude, relaxation and hospitality. 

ou opened the front door and invited usin. Last _ porating a bit of an old homestead, preserving an old tradi- 

August, we asked readers to share photos and _ tion and adding a few touches to create places of unique 

stories about their family cabins. More than 80 —_ comfort and belonging. 

of you graciously invited us over and dusted off Obviously, we can’t share 80 stories, but we have select- 

the welcome mat. Oh, by the way, did we men- _ed as many as we can that capture the notion that a family 

tion we were going to bring all 98,000 subscribers with us? cabin is a place to really relax, get away from daily pres- 

You told us about your clan. Pointed out the cabin’s spe- _ sures, pass on family traditions, share good times and enjoy 

cial features, and shared the warmth of yourhome away _ the outdoors with close friends. Thank you for having all of 

from home. Many of you built your cabins yourself, incor- _us over for a short visit. 

Bia IF Se ENR. RS ae ee i Ge 
RP oa go Uh ee eee P as ) Sa Fee Oa a LE CA To. { i a ine Se 1 es hy Anan ql a i ‘i LS Sy ene eee , Ce i ee , 
ae exe FO) uggs |: Maly | 
Se RE BOO es aa | i \ 
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ee ee : Me = bi 
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(above) The peaceful country cabin oe pee teen oe) 
of the Robert Wood family of Mount h | 
Hope. Gee my = 
(right) We called it the Cayuga oe e i 
Conrad Hilton up in Ashland near 4 tet a HO a Ean “ 
Clam Lake. Two local men built the a 4 base LO a ae Be 
16 x 32 cabin of eight- to nine-inch cece eee echt oe ei 
diameter cedar. We chinked it with Pee gee ia a eRe oe re ee Ee 
oakum. The place had a 2x2x4-foot BEES ee ee ere st gs eS Ries See Vee ee a ‘ 
stove of boiler plate steel. We had to Wy tla Vos tee | | (top) Our place is in the Wisconsin River Valley 
make our own firewood, carried two i Sie ee ee = = west of Avoca. It’s only two years old, but contains 
pails of water a day from the spring a 3 Per tera SS Ny shand-me-downs from friends and family. The table 
200 feet away, and lighted the place ap [| eG a = [cf is made of cypress from the bottom of an old family 
with gas lamps. We had accom- a if oy 4} Pr. Meas oo 7 5 beer vat over 100 years old. The 1951 Frigidaire 
modations for eight in two sets of wy ed | ¥7 Poe weighs a ton, but has found its final resting place 
bunk beds. hee a A = oie & along with family pictures and mementoes. 

We sold the place a few years ago ee aN 1] 2] Phe 2 Li “~~ — Peter Fauerbach, Madison 
because we couldn't get anyone with ey | aes v4 ¥ x on E ei - ; I EES 2 J Seeger (above) “The Box” belongs to friends in Oconto a team of horses to pack us in. i Ret | oa © cs 

— Robert F. Heinrich, Fond du Lac = Peete “4 if fi (a County. It was a wooden shipping crate and has 
, - o>? eae y : ‘ — runners to double as an ice shanty. Last summer 

be” Sd d 7 they added a 33-inch addition which was enough to 
a Saas eA 5 al AG accommodate a table and an extra cot. 
me anal i ry fs — Aland Deb Johnson, Neenah 

a <a alee 
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CABIN PHOTOS 

Sr Aes 
1 ae ERR ee ox 3 i 

(right) “The Nut Hut” in northwestern Wisconsin is made of % ee 5 ae ae ee LB 
cordwood — 12-inch-thick poplar which was peeled split and = Mas ie a sae i.e ad ert 
dried. Only the outside was sealed so the wood can breathe nl 
without rotting. The mortar is a mix of masonry cement and ae z oa 
sand. We learn more about deer hunting every year. This year le ae bait PMN ween ee, 7 
we found if it's noisy in the woods, just pull your ear flags down # oss Tce bi ae ate aes a oo TL | hee 
and you can walk a lot quieter! — Don Anderson, Turtle Lake shy hee ie a pee a Kees: cas (oasSas a I 

4 Pc aaa Biles te y WITT (middle right) Our place is 300 miles northwest from Milwaukee ee ‘| Te = eaans RAT ,003 nasats ors | 
and a mile off the highway. ATVs get us in. My father and mae: peg ects ts i Seelae eos: a eae) oS See iY Sh al ioe SOQ wal he ya ~ eee 
uncles hunted here for over 50 years; me for 31 years. No Betabe pe \, Ris em a Onna PA 0 8 OLGE S840 an hen i] 
running water, electricity from a generator, wood for cooking we) \\ ee | ee pO ee ead i 
and heat. Our menu is wild game from bear to raccoon and, as v1 \\ (| f= S 

yes, we too have pickled eggs. gos =| A : 2 ele 
When you step out the door, you're in the woods. No long car eis. aan z ra Sa ae eet a a 

rides to the hunt. It is like heaven! — Mike Gorski, West Allis is i ane SMa ee Ga 

Se =z PSOE) aeReR NIE 
Ss a a ee Me Va WY 7) eR oy ee 

on bi Peviiagme, — - a A LD oe iN i or WE = vee = i OEe / > & A MA 4 i hee 
wate ey a aa oe DEN at Abe SO : Go 4 i : Fas ae a {i i MY Sy Kear ee 

i t a = J ee o NEES Dee kT a: a POE ee 

el On. 5 ee a so SS cid e an Y rere ~ 5 fi | AG i 
es cy ‘i Wao 3 ES MW 7 eee ie ‘ 

\ AA. \ { \ 4 j oe 

i f ; ohn eee =| 
@ ms ~_- 1 mh a Td ) bf Sy . mu ) Y@ Ae ea eee Bl a a ! ™ a , rae ae ea NS a =f) | ae 

; 4 7 Bee Cia eee j 
| of Aes ea = " is Oy a SA eee nee ee 7 x a pai 

a ab “a \ ee Se ees ities ee 
ry 4 <a 2. —— en: «6 ri 7 AY Leper hese ac! SRT gee 
bah. a “ 7) iH) ’ a ens es ane eee a L A wi ay pe ae z 

od ane, Q He \ See ee Stan 

i AS Bs A |S sey ll lle 

7 ee a seal ee og: pee 
Sa a aia Se a 

, “ ee ee : ee ea ca : 
—~ Het Th. eae Pe 

OR oil = Se 4 by ea — 
f a ‘ey ned Diente Pd Ss 

(above) The Buckhorn "9 i ee een a = ad) We ae ly PS i 
Hunting Club — We A js cae ee Ses 5 . Aime oe mee 
bought an old barn, tore 1 ea RS, Fil MR, oe at as ig Sgt aay ae aN 
it down and moved the pes Pa : Be EI Coe ii ge ee es ‘ x 
lumber to 40 acres we saps —  \on 4 aa ae ee Z jf oo K& Sal 
purchased south of Lake ctite ee: ese, ot = me / gf ah Bras WO 
Tomahawk in 1949. ao ae ees Soa ee Soe 
We have four double- ae 1h ag ae 6 Dy Ae a Caneget: ING: 

deck beds which sleep ee E a ie meee f ts ba SS 
four in a bed and a two- hee oe A nde Cag ee 

holer in the rear of the ee 2 ae - le ie an 
wood shed. We had gas ili Saal s as P ee 
lights with a stove. Ten rats 5 eal K r } 4 

years ago, we put in achat ss if 3 pe as 5S 

eee and alltte) (above) We graduated from an abandoned logging shack to a 12x14 e — Ly LS * ae 
The holo Wasiakenin canvas tent to a mobile 46-passenger hunting shack (old renovated as a J ¢ LE ee. on 

1950. c in the lop Hoht school bus) to an 8x20-foot building up in Bayfield County we called ee F ‘. a ss = 
f P rig! the chicken coop. Starting in 1965, Dad and | started building a eee. | aaa aaa AE: you may see a string of y a 

nies. She Se Whichinow 10x20-foot addition. It is now carpeted throughout instead of dirt eee Eo . ee Ne 
pai ee Of the ten floors. We have electric instead of gas lights. LP gas replaced the old oe ey g bo 
shown here, four are still “000 stove and air mattresses replaced the alder poles and pine i ry —— eee Se 
WAG We BOW Have oak boughs. We still hunt there with my two sons and grandson. 7 Pe a a SNe, Pk 

9- A — Gordon Janecek, Adams i ee ee 
sons and grandsons with Re cue ea eS 
us. — John A. Leder, (right) Our shack in the Dismal Swamp area between Conover and BS gc he os r 

Mayville Land O'Lakes is built from whatever the wind blew down — Cedar Pa ee PESOS Re BERN 
shakes on the roof were handmade by my husband. The cabin has a Be Beene ct eget ee 
no electricity and no phone. It’s a great place to sit around a campfire = epee Bee le eg spies ee 
with friends and relatives. wer tes oe BE Be Ny bt OE capeagias™ 
— Karen and Russ Anderson-Allard, Conover cD Rs A Sb as BP VAR OE OO 
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lf : i CABIN PHOTOS 
Pe Hs | Dna — 

care ) i — re % aa (left) In 1923, Rhinelander attorney A.J. O’Melia built a 
bell ; E nee hunting camp that has since played host to lawyers, 

if P a a judges, politicians, priests, journalists, ne’er-do-wells, 
5 ~ 2 * local oldtimers and young hopefuls who gathered to hunt 

y cai | is " the whitetail, mallard, grouse and chase the largemouth. 
) F ¥ The family has kept the cabin with its bunk room for 16 

fee 7 ; Sige hunters and a cook. Five generations of O’Melia’s have 

a ei 4 a ake SF ar sa) made memories here in front of the massive stone 
, | | ‘ 0 aa | ] ‘ fireplace. — Laurie O’Melia O'Neill, Duluth, Minn. 

j By $ wy (below) Our 14x16-foot shack was originally built near 
a Hi se Danbury, Wis. and reconstructed in 1984 in Washburn 

fi i County. A 12-gallon jug supplies water through a siphon. 
- | = An airtight woodburner heats the place. A window in the 
: ! gabled end provides ventilation by an intricate system of 

Me ropes and pulleys. The “Turdy Point Buck” that graces 
ey the front of the shack was created by our good friend, 

= Robert Gothblad. — Bob and Loretta Rand, Spooner 
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a Se en a ee Z ER Es SOE (above left) Quality family life describes our shack. We bought it in 1992 as an 
ot ee i Pans sy i ee Teh unfinished shell on four acres. From drywall and electrical to masonry and painting, 
a ae oe oe See CP ar eS: mom, dad and two sons have lived for weekends “Up North” to work and play together. 
ee > GE Ne — Kate Mason, Whitefish Bay 

Se a ie ie 
> - ie . a Sana (above right) Our cabin was built five years ago in Shawano County by Bill Springborn 
Zz Ye rae 2 when he could tear himself away from his restaurant business. The exterior mounts 

is Fr i eee were all donated old heads. — Earl Springborn, Menomonee Falls 

P a ‘tape "a Cis (left) Our cabin on the Deerskin River northeast of Eagle River was built of cedar logs 
j * ——— q cut from the swamp, peeled and carried to the cabin site. | built an octagon because | 

ry i ere ~ could carry the 12-foot logs but couldn't carry the longer logs needed to make a 

= Ep ay m meee —srectangie. The design yielded maximum floor space for minimum wall perimeter. 
a cm i MS Se vee Construction took about 65 days spread over four years. We use it year-round for 

a eae os aca = ee — fishing, swimming, canoeing, skiing, hunting and general partying. 
# te eneees ererereno = 4 = — Bob Martini, Rhinelander 
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(right) Our shack in Green Lake County was built in 1960, got SS : i page 
electricity in 1974 and water just last year. Oil heat, cast iron Fy) i i a ES Ux 
pans, a 30-year-old spice rack and the mice make it cozy. The i i — ee * EB 
mice will stash acorns and corn in your duffel bag even if bee | ‘i is et if 

you've only been there a day or two. ut hi } i j Cay a Tre 
Our specialty: The front brown section which is made entirely yo a a8 i | ee fT L Le 

of a solid wall of 2x4s stacked on end. are | eae a a iy 
— Kurt Rossebo, Grafton ieee 4 He | pee ae a ae i aah ae eral 
(below right) Our friends, the Tesars’, cabin lies in Grant é ba! 4 a aca i aire a 
County high atop a hill that is only accessible by foot or four- oe Tee oe ee See p 
wheel drive. The place was built by the hands of family and Sa fae eae ae [= 
friends from trees cut on the property. All the logs were chinked 5 ee 7 Serre = f 
with mud from water that was carried up the hill. There was and Se Sg eget Pee = es 
still is no electricity. We heat and cook on an old-fashioned - ae Se ee ee eo ena SSAC 
stove. Kerosene lanterns provide the light and friendship is the ee ES al a pgm ee 
mode of the day. —Kay Morel, Prairie du Chien a a See 

ea eo ES ENTE San. Nee, FE) Pa. Ear 
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(above) We built the cabin in the 60's from logs on (above) | dismantled and moved this 19th Century log ‘ 
the site. There’s an inside hand pump for drinking house. It's my basement away from home. When not in 
water. The Majestic wood-burning cook stove use as a hunting shack, it makes a great place for i E 
originates from the 1920s. It was being discarded poker and Packer games. j 
by my wife’s brother when we salvaged it. We — Denny Wentworth, Arkansaw ee as 
made repairs including a gallon of stove black and i “4 Piet a Le 
some silver paint.It has since baked hundreds of (coy ihe i) Wordshop! isin Door County, licked back Se Ca " 3 ass 

n is near the Appleport area. It was built all i‘ cakes, pies and breads and keeps the room warm. 4 i s . ‘ The tea ket a iithelhG? Weise welnedd with hand tools and all the building materials had to be af # 
re on ioe oie 1 e2 eee carried back to the site by hand or wheelbarrow. | x ye = 
a ail ine Z io started the project about 10 years ago as a retreat so | Bom w s - Cae 

aaa ening >: MallWwaUkee would have the peace and privacy to write. UG, Z PP ote 
Construction took many seasons because | was limited Se Ps = 
tg vacation time only. — Richard E. Carter, Evanston, III yy fae 

24 Wisconsin Natural Resources



CABIN PHOTOS 

fi, ae eens fi. x VAN dN | LA iN, NG) (far left) In 1900, this foundation supported a three- 
“tied es son a eed Dat x f NY/ Ws A A Wen \Wamee ~— story farmhouse. In 1945, it was torn down exposing 
bs BS eae i Oh. i CWA MLM pM etd the stonework to 30 years of nature’s forces. The 24- 

Biss. is eet Po SEG ay! x i ( Ny inch-thick fieldstone walls hold secrets of moonshiners, 
a Ad La a a3 i i hermits, trappers and unmarked graves. Now it's a Ps ? . | ON ee 

ps - ~ eee lk a GME i cozy winter cabin. — Jim Rollman, Rhinelander 
s Sa = “ 5 N) ie y ‘a kal ag vd i ig) —(eft) The chickens in the shack have been replaced 

er ee cee " he = ae with a table and refrigerator. The work was done by 
eae ae 4 rl my dad and grandpa. | don’t know if the beauty is in 

aoe SEG Stabs | 1 aN y “ the cabin and land or in the relationship that has 
a ait | 4 " if formed between my dad and his father, which | can 

4 eae e | 3 L tL i fy == only hope to inherit. — David Rozmarynoski, Appleton 

Nero eS sales ; AS aeons 4 a "| (below) My sons and | built our hunting cabin from old 
Ne AS ae i ee ies 1 4 utility poles. Wood ceilings and gables came from a 

ee —— ae 4 1 L PAN barn we demolished. 

2 = Se oe ye ‘N \ sn pn aed We have no electricity. Water is pumped by hand 
5 ee ee g iste me into the tower and flows to provide running water for 
Ges SSE aaa: the sink and toilet. — Ed Braun, Hartford 

PNR on Sean ee net pie a oe , &, 
So ie > eo NS ae eS a et a) it 
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a ma So ee aoe a ae om asl ere | / Buy 
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} : (above left) | started plans for my place near Tomahawk around 1990. White and 
z F red pine were cut on my Aunt’s property. The boards were planed, tongue and 

5 grooved leaving the outside surface rough. We have wood heat, gas lights and a 
, stove, but no electricity or running water. — Michael Kahle, Hortonville 

i o: (above) People that have not visited our place graciously refer to it as a “cottage.” 

‘ 4 ;, = = It ranks as a pretty nice shack or a pretty shabby cabin. We're located far enough 

| a a4 per from the hard road that the summer whippoorwills are the most serious threat to 

4 | Wl Bee a full night's sleep. The snowshoes are not for decoration, They are our primary 
=e . | boy F Gn means of access in the winter. Our cabin in Oneida County was built in 1886 and 
A ae reer i remains largely original equipment. Wood dowels secure the joists and rafters, 

Vi Eee iy i | popple sticks plug gaps between logs. It has been the focal point of more fun and eal ‘ i g 
: rr a @ ths | good memories than any three guys could fairly expect 

E | PN ! (3 oy) | — Joe Branch, Larry Dalton and Dick Hess, Milwaukee 
i! oot 1 ‘ Us i ‘ 

xe : fo ve Fee f m (left) We kept the shack on the property we bought near Eagle River in 1984. We 

i EI je i at et ee eee + added a screen porch, new siding, flooring and painted a Navajo style rug design 
= eae So) al 4 . on the floor and cabinets and bunk beds. We use it for extra sleeping space for 

ys ‘ - OR va. our eight grandchildren. They love it, especially cooking pancakes for breakfast 
= - over an outdoor fire and then eating on the screen porch. 

Se — James Bragiel, Evanston, Ill. 

— = ——— = —— = == October 1996 25



Re ee 
ee ee on eae 
ee SO as Q eee eee ey ee ie 
Se 3 ee TIS Ae eee 
i ae ce : ‘ 

ee FOSS ee sos oc : 
oo ee Be 
— ee fee 

ee ee cc eotere See oe 

UU ia ee tst*t*~siCi‘C™éCO 
. oe 

|... So : 

a SSS Eee 
oo EE Se 

ee Se ee oo rs ee ee . — 

ae J 

a car = =< i Pe a 

ee ee —————— en oe 

= — Sess: ——— Se =



a 

ae hac Wag ee noe Nae. 

An Na a i in, Sh OY \ aN en nd tL y 1 

Ait wy \ WN ey ON Ae 

Par) A SA SS 
6 ac, TR Bd ON ee ike 

A NGA Gah eee ANS b NS ins 

a} yi 5 bina : as Bae J Na a om ar 5 
“fo week ee 

oe is “Gee? a a re ee : Bete Tee : ‘ . 

ie bi igo 
ee B SS ae pases ce 

Club members circa 1937-46. Photo taken at the cabin site in Pleasant Prairie Township, Kenosha County along 
the Des Plaines River in 1938, (left to right) Ed Nelson, Chris Sandholm, Clarence Goodman, Charles Voight, 
Watson Hubbard, author Phil Sander and Chris Radatz. 

Phil H. Sander 

Editor’s Note: One cabin story that came without a photo still paints a picture of a time and place. 

ur old gun club was __ bership originally consisted of 10 sea- Just north of The Shack we discov- 

located along the Des __ soned sportsmen. Dues were $7 —it ered a flowing spring. A tile was 
Plaines River adjacent was still Depression days. placed over the bubbling water and 

to a huge, lush area of We leased about 160 acres of marsh the bottom was filled with clean sand. 

marshes and wetlands. and woods from the Lee Benedict fam- There was always fresh water for cof- 

The area was within reach of Milwau- _ ily for $50 per year. By luck one mem- _ fee and cooking in summer and win- 
kee, Kenosha and Chicago, but not ber found a small abandoned house. ter. 

widely used in those days. After scraping up funds, we pur- Carl Anderson, club president, was 

The river flowed through three chased the building for $90,demol- _ handy with the carpenter tools and 

townships of Kenosha County ona fly- ished it, trucked the lumber to the site supervised construction. Lawrence 

way for migrating waterfowl that fol- and built a club house. It was definite- | Jensen was the cook. During the sum- 

lows the Lake Michigan coast. ly a do-it-yourself project, consisting mer we had family picnics, trap 

Williams and Holt’s sloughs were of a large general room, small kitchen shoots, built wood duck houses and 

important resting and feeding sites for | and one bedroom with four bunks. placed them in good marsh locations. 

the birds. Several bayous were a haven We called it “The Shack,” but to me In the fall and winter Charlie Voigt, 

for greenwing and bluewing teal, mal- it was a mansion. The kitchen was fur- Ed Nelson and Chas James tended a 

lards, shovelers, pintails and wood nished with a kerosene stove, the gen- trap line collecting muskrat, mink, 

ducks as well as shorebirds. eral room with used chairs and a table. skunk and fox. 

In the summer of 1935, a group of Our wives furnished the kitchenware, My partner, Chris Radatz, used to 

Simmons Company sportsmen and __ bedding and other camp necessities. spend mid-summer searching for rasp- 

two city firemen organized the Grey Nearby we built an outhouse. Ithada _ berries and blackberries. During fall, 

Dawn Gun Club. The club site wason —_ rough seat and we called it The Sliver we collected hickory and hazelnuts. 

the western edge of the marsh. Mem- Room. We often searched the woods for 
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DUCK HUNTING CLUB 

ee 

The area was within easy reach of Milwaukee, Kenosha and Chicago, but we largely had the river, wetlands and bayous to ourselves. Some weekends in those 

days we shot our limit of 10 ducks apiece before 9 a.m. It was a duck hunter's paradise. 

mushrooms; the prize find we called __ to the blinds for the day’s shoot. worth the cold wait to get a shot ata 

“the cauliflower.” Jensen would slice We always took two boxes of shells _ few of these prize birds. In those days 

the mushrooms, place them in egg bat- _as it was tricky shooting at swift pass- _ there were few flights of Canada geese. 

ter and fry them like a pancake. Boy, __ ing flights. At the opening time, we _ But just south of The Shack ina river 

were they tasty. followed a strict code to make sure the — bayou we called the Goose Pond, 

We often gathered on weekends _—_ ducks were in shooting range. During | Canadas would gather during the 

during December, January and Febru- midweek Nelson and James occupied spring migration. 

ary to build spike and canister feeders the best blinds, but on weekends the In the ‘40s, several members were 

for wintering pheasants, Hungarian rest of the members filled their assigned positions in other cities, some 

partridge and other wildlife.Onour assigned blinds. Voigt had a small skiff were “assigned” to the war effort and 

return to The Shack after acold round to punt some shooters to their blinds __ still others passed away. There was no 

of filling the feeders, Jensen had the _ across the Des Plaines River. time to hunt or to fund the camp, so we 

iron kettle cooking with oxtail soup. The first two or three weekends _—_ disbanded. I still kept my interest in 

Sometimes he would toss acut-up rab- _ offered great shooting, mostly for local _ waterfowl, and on noticing how much 

bit or squirrel into the pot with a large ducks. In the bag were teal, mallards, farmland and marshes were being 

piece of Italian bread — what a wel- shovelers, pintail, widgeon and the drained, I joined Ducks Unlimited. 

come meal. odd coot. On occasions I would take a The property was sold and became 

Those really were the days of cama- _few jacksnipe and woodcock along the _a Girl Scout camp. Many changes took 

raderie: tall stories, hot poker and loud _river’s wooded areas. In late October _ place; The Shack burned to the ground. 

cribbage games filled out a cold after- | and early November, the northern The property was sold again and is 

noon. flight winged down the river’s flyway. _ now a sporting clays operation. 

Beginning in early September, we In the shallow openings where Duck flights still wing over that 

prepared for the duck hunting season. muskrats built their lodges, I would marsh and river each fall and spring. 

The group worked together to build _set outa string of mallard decoysIhad_ Time marches on, and I am the last liv- 

five blinds in strategic locations. Two — made from white cedar posts. From _ ing member of the Grey Dawn Gun 

members were assigned to each blind my blind, using an Olt call, [could give Club. Occasionally I visit the property 

by drawing numbers, but we often the ducks a feeding call or a highball, to observe the considerably smaller 

rotated blinds to get some challenging —_ and at times lure a flock within shoot- _ duck migrations. Geese now outnum- 

shooting. ing range. ber the ducks due to habitat loss, but I 

Blinds were constructed with chick- Some weekends we shot our limit | am pleased with the progress DU and 

en wire, laced with cattails, willow and of 10 ducks each by 9 a.m. Some mem- the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

marsh grass. Each blind hadabench __ bers shot only greenheads (mallards) _ Resources have made in restoring the 

or box to sit on. As we built the blinds, _ and five or six satisfied them. Aftera marshes and wetlands. 

it was a thrill to see hundreds of ducks successful duck hunt we often pooled Still, I can’t visit the old place with- 

winging over the marsh. Many of the our mallards, and the cook would put —_ out recalling the great duck shooting 

ducks nested and hatched innearby ona game feed with wild rice, sweet _ days, old friends and good fellowship 

Holt’s slough. potatoes and liquid refreshments. we enjoyed there. oO 

On Opening Day, we gathered at During the second and third weeks —©—©—_=_ # @ #—@.@ MW 

The Shack about 4:00 a.m. forbacon —_ of November, flights of canvasbacks Phil H. Sander «writes from Kenosha. 

and eggs. Dressed in khaki hunting and redheads would wing down the 

clothes and hip boots, we headed off river. On a frosty morning, it was 
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bier a Bae 4. dd PR 
ee i > 
a fi (ee ee i Cutting open an old abandoned nest reveals the intricate 
pis ti a SG ae The i layers of construction. The external sculpturing is really 

a PS P: ‘& vn pen cate Rh OG 4 quite beautiful and durable, tough enough to withstand the 

és: a, ‘ q er ae es ravages of rain and wind. 
ce 4 1 Poo Nk th y Wee ‘ In late summer, the queen lays eggs that develop into 
As hae Fak Eta a" is oe: ee males and fertile females. Once they mate, the social struc- 

od BY » es We of Pee ture of the colony begins to break down and the sterile 
o uo Fe xp Ree 2 A 5 : 

i a ee So fe / female workers begin to wander. You will often see them 
é ee “ae Bh ee ‘ky M4 being pesky, buzzing around rotting fruit, flowers, cans of 

5 1 * iN Bm. Fen Re pd pop and picnic leftovers. They eventually succumb to the 

° 7 a Rs <4 Roe £ Bs cold. Fertilized females overwinter in protected crevices to 

F * : SN 6 ats Le cate ye become next year’s queens. 
+eQ@ eh a ae) ; ev 7 The baldfaced hornet, Vespula maculata, is about 3/4" 

dae es a a : _* me: g , long. The abdomen is black marked with white at the tip 
a | 7 ge iil g : ‘ : Ren 

F F My d ©: A @ and on the face. Some confuse this species with a similar 
ade 4 f  < P 6 hornet, the yellowjacket (Vespula maculifrons), which has a 

x WM ma - © yellow abdomen and face with black markings. Yellowjack- 

fesey Fea a at ES ATE ou pepeyiotes 3 ets generally nest in the ground. “Paper wasp” is a generic 
term for several species, including these two. 

Continued from page 2 It is unwise to get near active colonies of either hornet. 

To accommodate a growing colony, the nest is continu- Both have well-deserved reputations for being unneighbor- 

ally enlarged and enclosed for protection. Anentrance _ ly and aggressive. In my ignorance, I was fortunate not to 

hole is visible at the base. Nest builders seek out old lum- have aroused the ire of that queen last May. Better to save 
ber, trees and fence posts, stripping bits of wood, mixing it | your hornet nest search for late fall. QO 
with saliva andidepositing the mixture onjeither theinside | —_—_——————EEEEEeEE 

or outside of the nest. Internal construction involves build- Anita Carpenter stirs up an interest in nature near her Oshkosh, 
ing additional tiers of hexagonal cells. As the nest size re 

increases, the papery envelope is eaten from the inside and 

redeposited on outside layers. 

“TetadevsWwuaete 
WOLFE TALK available territory at extremely available to wolves in Arizonais and hope it instills in others 

CONTINUES low densities. They need large about 85 percent cattle and 15 some compassion — if not 

The wolf’s head insignia on the amounts of land to live a territo- _ percent deer. It is mind-boggling remorse — for the way the top 

Endangered Resources license rial lifestyle that guarantees ; why anyone would complain ; predator on the food chain has 

plate was the winning entry for a enough hunting area to sustain about the existence of wolves in Coa 

design to symbolize ALL of the the pack. Only portions of north- northern Wisconsin, which offers It’s been more than a half 

state’s endangered resources, not ern Wisconsin are large enough about 95 percent deer and five century since I last heard a wild 

Hutte woe and empty enough of human percent cattle. Believe me, Wis- wolf in Wisconsin, and a some- 

2 habitation to support stable, consin has enough deer for what shorter span since I 
No one disputes that wolves 4 i i : coved thet neley cotinine 

of any other laree predators will long-term wolf populations. Any — everyone: hunters, campers, pho aed ae M/ ae gs 

attack livestock if they ger the ols supporters who tried to _ tographers and wolves. ; fe ackpacking trek in Alas- 

chance, What self respecting ( treat every patch of woods as if The removal of depredating ka’s Brooks Range. 

5 it were prime wilderness inneed __ wolves and full compensation in I speak for wolves for the 

Preualoe woule Pee of wolves” would be poor ecolo- — Minnesota shows how respon- same reason that I speak for the 
Se a eee cree oe gists indeed, and not worth their _sive agencies have been toward manatee, the hawksbill turtle, 
a large, slow, defenseless, salt as project members. resolving conflicts with private the loss of the passenger pigeon 
easy-to-kill domestic animal? Secth A. Ellestad landowners. and the heath hen. It’s the same 
It’s no one’s fault but our own Madison, Wis. Jim Heffelfinger reason I stop my lawn mower to 

for breeding animals like these Tucson, Ariz. remove snakes, toads and turtles 

in the first place. Even so, farm- _ read with great dismay the June from harm’s way. 

ers get reimbursed for any live- letter, “No Wolf Fan.” Arizonais Those of us who display the We can’t bring back the dodo 

stock they lose to wolves. presently discussing the reintro- endangered resources plates on and the Carolina parakeet. But 

It is true that wolves are “top duction of Mexican wolves. The _ our vehicles are not “misled.” we can show concern for those 

predators,” but they “saturate” total hoofed-mammal biomass I’m proud of my plate’s message —_ creatures whose numbers dwin- 
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s ; Teecadess ttle take many from a grouping. Vascular Flora of the US, Cana- 

Wildflowers are best enjoyed da and Greenland,” by Join 

; where they are originall: aes 

dle daily due to man’s careless- outside my electric fences dur- Move them dur nets oe ie ge 

ness and contempt, not to men- ing the cold, hungry months and Weather after they bloom and re Allen nae ee 
tone peeuliay peeterehte toe on eee ieeuithe ookemotsh Male aire texts use Alliaria petiolata as the 

fi sae . Pe . * i i 

profit and political expediency. keep. My Granddad planted and 0" 4re transplanting them into ee le an me 

Bob Poeschl_ harvested to the rhyt similar soil and light conditi Oe oon ae Bo eet ythm of one ight conditions. © Mari os 

» EB for me, one for the birds, one for ae ane ate Scat 

I grew up in the rural Jackson God. I prefer to outwit wild ani- NE i aan eee ae eel a ee oe inayariimenntidsaenttnee alliaria and Sisymbrium alliaria. 

a wild chain separating the By the way, I do not view sive weedy plants you gave i slo eae 

Trempealeau and Black River 71,000 wolves as a very large Buia a pougigw asthe aun ios ic 

watersheds all the way from the genetic pool for survival of a pee for garlic mustard. I’m not y “ ee se 

Mississippi bluffs to the sparsely species. Imagine 71,000 people  * po E but I’m very interest- EE : secs Ju 2 

populated counties to the north. as the breeding stock for the ec tn walcHowers of Wisconsin: eee 
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