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United States Crops—1955
Total crop production in
the United States this year
was almost equal to the all-
time high of 1948 although
the acreage harvested was
the smallest in 15 years.

Milk Production

Milk production on farms
in the state and nation in
1955 reached an all-time
high.

Egg Production

Egg production in the
nation last year was the
highest on record and for
Wisconsin was the highest
since 1947,

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

The index of prices re-
ceived by Wisconsin farmers
in December was the lowest
for any month since June
1946, Prices paid by farm-
ers continued at a high
level.

Current Trends

The boom in the non-
agricultural economy con-
tinues. The national indexes
of industrial production,
wholesale prices, cost of liv-
ing, employment, and non-
farm income are all above
a year ago.

Special Items

Farm Supplies of
Grain and Hay

Per Acre Values
Of State's Crops

Wisconsin Farm
Wage Rates

More Cattle Being
Fed for Market

OTAL CROP OUTPUT in the

nation in 19556 was almost as
large as the 1948 record production
and it was larger than any of the
past six years. The combined acreage
of crops harvested last year was the
smallest since 1940 but generally
higher yields per acre more than off-
set acreage reductions.

New records were attained in the
production of oats, soybeans, hay,
alfalfa seed, sorghum silage and
oranges. Second largest crops of rec-
ord were produced for barley, sor-
ghum grain, and rice. And many other
crops had above average production
including corn, flaxseed, sorghum for-
age, cotton and cottonseed, sugar
beets, dry beans, rye, sweet clover
seed, lespedeza seed, broomcorn,
grapes, cherries, apricots, avacados,
lemons, cranberries, and walnuts.

Wheat, both winter and spring, fell
nearly a fifth below average. Below
average crops in the nation last year
also included dry peas, cowpeas,
sweetpotatoes, buckwheat, sugarcane
sirup, peaches, pecans, and tung nuts.

Record or near record yields per
acre are shown for an unusually large
number of crops. These crops include
oats, spring wheat, rice, cotton, hay,
tobacco, sugarcane for sugar, sugar-
cane for sirup, sorgo sirup, sugar
beets, potatoes, sweet potatoes, and
velvetbeans. Winter wheat yields
matched a previous high, peanut
yvields were second high, and corn
yields averaged the third highest on
record.

Weather favored crop progress and
production in many ways during 1955,
However, there were some sharp
weather setbacks such as heavy rains
in some areas and drought conditions
such as in Wisconsin. Hard freezes
in the spring did much damage in the
south. Early fall frosts also hurt
crops in the northwest.

Acreage at 15-Year Low

The 19556 harvested acreage of the
59 crops was about 5% million acres
less than the acreage harvested in
1954 and the smallest in 15 years.
The largest acreage reductions from
1954 were for spring and winter
wheat, cotton, oats, and rice. Largest
increases in acreage last year were in
all sorghums, soybeans, hay and bar-
ley.

Record Milk Production
In State and Nation

Milk production on Wisconsin
farms last year hit the all-time high
of 16,907 million pounds. This output
was 2 percent above the 1954 produe-
tion. The year ended with the Decem-
ber milk production of 1,202 million

pounds 4% percent’ above December
1954 and 22 percent higher than the
10-year average output for the month.

Heavy feeding of grain and concen-
trates as well as high quality hay has
been partly responsible for the high
production per cow in recent months.
According to crop correspondents’
reports the January 1 milk produc-
tion per cow on Wisconsin farms
averaged 20.5 pounds compared with
19.2 pounds a year earlier and the
January 1 average of 19.7 pounds. In
addition to an all-time high in milk
production per cow, the number of
milk cows on farms was a little
larger last year than in 1954.

United States Milk Output

For the nation, milk production
during 1955 of 124,462 million pounds
was about 1 percent above the pre-
vious record in 1954, Milk production
in December is estimated at 9,023
million pounds or 2 percent above
December 1954 and 12 percent more
than the 10-year average production
for the month. Milk production per
cow at the beginning of January
averaged 17.4 pounds, which was the
highest on record for the date. Pro-
duction per cow shows more than the
seasonal increase from December 1.
On January 1, crop reporters were
milking about 69 percent of the cows
in their herds or the highest percent-
age on record for the date.

Wisconsin’s Egg Output
Highest Since 1947

Wisconsin farm flocks produced
2,320 millions eggs in 1955, This pro-
duction was 6 percent above the 1954
output and the largest for any year
since 1947,

Egg production last year was
higher month for month compared
with 1954 until December. The Decem-
ber egg output was 4 percent below
December 1954 as a result of a de-
crease of 1 percent in the number of
layers and 4 percent in the production
per layer. While below a year earlier,
egg production in December was about
4 percent above the b-year average.

arm flocks in the nation produced
5,467 million eggs in December or 2
percent fewer eggs than in December
1954, There were about 8 percent
fewer layers in the nation in Decem-
ber than a year earlier, and egg pro-
duction per layer was slightly higher
than a year ago.

Total egg production in 1965
reached an all-time high of 67,366
million eggs. This production was 3
percent above the nation’s 1954 egg
production and 16 percent above the
10-year average. Most of the in-
creased egg production was because
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Crop Summary of the United States, 1954 and 1955

Acreage Yield per acre Production Value of production
2 "y 000 omitted) (000 omitted) (000 omitted)
Crop - Unit
10-year 1955 10-year 1955 10-year 1955
lung; (Prelim- 1954 average (Prelim- 1954 average (Prelim- 1954
1944- inary) 194453 inary) “—!l inary)
84,675 39.8 37.5 36.4 13,184,836 3,010,248 |3,080,115 Bu. 4,169,538| 4,306,645
39,556 38.5 35.4 33.4 11,575,736 |1,497,045 [1,323,321 Bu. 932,220| 1,068,562
10,329 274 28.1 25.9 390,969 370,502 266,918 Bu. 364,319 399,168
1,740 14.1 14.2 12.1 29 187 24,320 21,097 Bu. 28,475 29,446
17,150 17.4 12.7 14.8 212,188 175,373 253,251 Bu. 433,718) 374,636
rum wheat_____ 1,341 2,564 14.9 3.8 13.0 20,599 5,124 33,432 Bu. 51,586 15,835
Winter wheat____ 39,156 47,942 20,9 20.5 18.0 705,372 349 867,390 Bu. 1,381,794| 1,604,272
Buckwheat.____ 150 319 17.6 18.3 17.5 2,055 2,740 5,463 Bu. 2,212 2,693
Drypeas.._ ... _ Jasbaivoliual 292 269 389 9.57 12.98 12,28 2,793 3,491 4,764 Cwt. 12,524 15,489
Dry edible beans. ... 1,567 1,557 1,628 11.98 12.15 10.78 , 768 18,916 17,317 Cwt. 119,689) 137,258
Soybeans for grain! 18,559 16,971 11,987 20.0 20.1 19.9 371,276 341,565 238,488 Bu. 779,165 841,672
Ve i 4,922 5,589 3,873 8.3 7.3 9.2 0, ,808 35,898 Bu. 113,815 124,541
Red clover seed. 1,384 934 1,894 59 61 53 81,922 56,494 98,416 Lb. 24,078 25,197
Sweet clover seed. 256 269 294 186 ,542 249 o ,563 4,851
Timothy seed ... .. . ___ """ 294 237 316 150 3,530 Lb. 3,692 5,748
L T A AT 1,374 1,048 9290 155 43,677 54,097
AR 58 52 109 172 16 2,039 2,610
Altame hay ... . _..____..____ 59,481 59,715 1.63
R e o 23,316 ,685 2.09
All clover and timothy 19,222 22,097 1.48
Annual legume? 2,566 4,085 .86 2,333,230) 2,308,788
Grain cut 5rn 3,143 2,670 1.17
Millet, Sudan 11,234 14,178 1.18
Wild hay ,229 14,613 76
ot et | 358,572 462,251
TNt il 1,189,642 1,146,654
Cabbage for mar 42 557 30,132
Cabbage, kraut. . s 2,927 2,499
Onions, commerc b 53,507 46,532
g0, sirup. ... 4 8,922 6,120
Bl bante " - - % 136,228 152,273
Cucumbers for pickl . & 03 16,900 18,025
Peas, processing. _ . 433.7 426.72 430.34( 2,095 40,658 36,907
Corn, processing. _ _ 388,57 453.21 466.95 3.01 22,654 30,797
Snap beans, process 138.69 154 125,41 2.24 34,114 40,704
Beets, processing...__ 17.52 15.57 16.25 7.96 2,853 3,036
Green lima beans, processing______ 99,21 111.92 88.08 12,455 15,382
Tomatoes, processing__.________._ 316.82 268.55 425.9 10.18 80,449 65,780
Applas;commprttald oo N ra s ma]e SRS TRl 206,965 246,241
L | e S et e e LSS ST 43,921 50,945
Cranberries®____ - 26 26 27 8 10,648 11,344
Maple sugar?_____________ " 6,7088 6,7868 T.0688 | ______._. 125) 143
e o s e I e SR A e R il e 7,821 8,060
Strawberries__ % 108. 86 [y g - N 92,314 82,730
Grapes_....__ walswivusinwilinsinnsinslsssinucboilicvecacsri 132,2 131,259
Grand totalio__________ bl o ol T R WSUTRAREN WRRTAR AN A G e v Ieecameny| S TR0 T
INot included in grown for hay. 2Includes cowpea, soybean, and peanut Iuly. . 335 states.  4Includes some quantities not harvested. 512 states, 05 states, T
states. 81000 trees tapped. 924 quarts. 19Total harvested acreage of 59 crops (excluding duplications). Includes some crops not listed above.

of a higher rate of production per
layer.

For the nation, the number of
potential layers on farms at the
beginning of January was 3 percent
less than a year ago and 4 percent
below average. There were 7 percent
more pullets not of laying age on
farms in the nation on January 1
than estimated for a year earlier, but
the number was 23 percent below
average.

Farm Product Prices
At 9Y5-Year Low

The index of prices received by
Wisconsin farmers for products sold
in December was the lowest for any
month since June of 1946, Further
price declines for livestock and live-
stock products brought about by pres-
sure of large supplies were primarily
responsible for lowering the index of
prices received.

Wisconsin farmers received an an-
nual average of $15.20 per hundred
for hogs in 1955. This compares with
$21.22 in 1954 and the all-time high
of $24.15 in 1947. Beef cattle returned

an average of $11.36 per hundred-
weight and veal calves $17.80 in 1955,

Milk of average test returned Wis-
consin farmers an average of $3.40 in
December. Except for last year, it
was the lowest December price since
1949, The preliminary annual average
for 1955 of $3.27 is about the same
as the 1954 average of $3.26.

The prices paid index for mid-
December was unchanged from mid-
November at 278 percent of the 1910-
14 average. Higher prices paid for
some items in the index were offset
by lower prices for other items. Thus,
with a decrease in the prices received
index and no change in prices paid,
the parity ratio or measure of pur-
chasing power of farm products de-
clined to 82 in December from 84 in
November,

For the United States lower prices
for hogs, cattle, and cotton decreased
the prices received index 1 percent
during the month ending in mid-
December, The United States prices
received index for December at 223
compares with 226 for November and
239 for December of 1954, Eggs, fruit,

corn, and tobacco prices increased
during the past month. k

Large Farm Supplies
Of Grain and Hay

As a whole, Wisconsin farmers
have large supplies of grain and hay
although on some farms these sup-
plies may be short this winter, These
feed supplies include nearly 65 mil-
lion bushels of corn, 97% million
bushels of oats, over a million bushels
of barley, some wheat, soybeans and
rye. The January 1 hay supply was
estimated at nearly 6 million tons.

The corn supply is about 10 million
bushels below a year ago but well
above the average of nearly 51 mil-
lion bushels. Wisconsin farmers have
about 97% million bushels of oats or
9% million bushels more than a year
ago,
nearly 90 million bushels.

Farmers in the state have the
fourth largest January stocks of hay.
Much of this hay is of high quality.
Farm stocks of {ay in Wisconsin on
January 1 were estimated at nearly

e

Januar%r oats stocks average |
lio:
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r Current Trends
WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date
Seyr. av, S-yr. av.
This month! | Last month Last year for month This month! | Last moenth Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
Dee. 3.40 3.54 3.34 3.79 4.35 4.43 4.33
Dec. 3.80 4.00 3.56 L S | P ) | e (R R 12
Dec. 3.20 3.29 3.22 3.68 3.32 3.43 3.36
Dee. 165, 165, 160. 239. 142 144, 141.
Dee. 10.30 11.70 17.00 17.40 10.60 12.20 17.00
Dee. 9.70 9.70 10.50 17.64 13.50 14.10 15.20
Dee. 16.90 15.60 14,70 24.50 15.90 15.70 15.70
Dec. 16.10 15.30 16.40 21.02 16,50 17.20 17.50
Dee. 3 38 .48 .68 302 .300 &
/ Dec. 177 L187 .168 248 188 .200 174
Dee. 2 442 270 436 471 434 .327
‘w Dee. 1.13 1.05 1.31 1.40 1.16 1.00 1.39
Dec. 62 .60 i .80 .60 07
Dec. 1.10 1.00 1.23 1.30 92 02 1.09
Dec. 1.10 1.00 1.15 1.54 .82 .83 1.05
Dec. 19.50 19,60 22.00 21.24 22.60 22.30 24.30
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 = 100
Dec. 228 234 234 280 223 225 239 271
Dee. 227 235 231 285 219 225 236 288
Dee. 263 273 259 293 265 267 2 289
Deo. 173 180 222 200 201 216 253 317
Dee. 168 174 158 224 204 195 1556 224
Dec. 207 126 205 204 195 155 224
Dec. 190 184 209 227 224 243 251
Dec. 162 153 185 192 170 1 202 211
Dec. 236 236 205 207 193 o T RO .
s y. pet. Dec. 278 278 281 277 260 2560 261 259
Purchasing Power of Farm Products....| pet. | Dec. 82 84 83 101 86 87 106
Agricultural Production and Marketing
Milk production (000,000)............ Ib. Dec. 1,202 1,055 1,149 1,019 9, 8,724 8,841 8,216
Egg production (000,000). no. Dec. 214 5,467 5,186 5,580 4,840
Layers on farms (M s head | Dec. 13,100 13,396 13,204 13,470 386,587 385,675 397,530 383,028
Eggs per 1 T no. Dee. ,562 A i . 1,4 ;i 1,408 i
Cows in herd freshen pot. Dec. 0.90 11.20 10.89 R | R R TRICR RO R s R Il (S
Calves born to be raised-......evee... pet. Deec. 36.24 36.42 34.47 T U | PR e eSS O s i)
Dairy Production (000)
R e Gl Ib. Nov. 13,900 13,030 12,638 9,715 91,040 94,070 88,349 80,708
American cheese.__._ Nov. 25,160 27,465 27,451 24,349 56,100 63,070 57,901 50,336
Dried skim milk for food Nov. ,500 88,200 75,383 43,020
Dried skim milk for feed. . Nov. 875 1,050 028
Evaporated Ihtlale milk.. Nov. 142,200 164,500 160,621 148,256
3 { |
Livestock Slaughter (000)
Cattle..... - head | Nov. 80 2,220 2,279 2,154
Nov. 155 1,109 1,161 1,147
Nov. 12 1,338 1,415 1,313
Nov. 356 8,108 ,213 ,969
Jan. 3,00 165,185 202,204 378,610 173,056
Jan. 1| 141,242 478,729 505,435 518,879 301,433
R B PN SRE A ER 8,721 5,760 9,419 9,706
I N 20,648 19,890 20,552 19,719
Jan. 1. S 506,098 631,004 548,850 330,858
Jan, 1 1,608 229,204 250,687 260,863 281,692
Jan. 1 9 113 333 193 122
T e 2,430 3,302 2,327 4,002
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes® Economic Indicators—United States
S-yr. S-yr.
Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | month | year | month month! | month | year | month
Grain & concentrates fed per cow? _| lb. Dee. 214 189 203 202 1047-1949 =100 percent
Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production adj.5.. ... pet. | Nov. 144 143 128 119
per farm. .......... Ib Jan. 1| 148 140 140 126
per cow in her Ib Jan. 1 7.10 6.72 6.76 6.72 Freight Car Loadings adj5. ... pet. | Nov. 99 98 - i R
per cwt. of milk. Ib Jan. 1| 32.26 | 33.66 | 32.71 | 34.65
« || Wholesale Prices® pet. | Oet. 111 112 3 1 (1) [RReRs
Cost 1000 pounds o
of dll.l?( I T TR $ Dec. 22.36 ( 21.67 | 26.05 [ 27.87 || Cost of Living® ... ....occeeecnn pet. | Oct. 115 115 M e
of poultry ration. .....oceeen- $ Dec. 22,01 | 22.13 | 26.56 | 29.24
2 Personal Incomet
Pounds ration to equal value Non-agricultural. . ... ........ pet. | Nov. 468 467 435 308
of 100 Tbe. milkser.-oeere- e b |Dee |12 168 |12 |13 ¥ o o pet. |Nov. | 214 | o214 | 213 | 261
of 10 dos. eggs.. . oo ooooeeee Ib. Dec. 192 200 102 140 " i adi® % . 0
'actory Employment adj.5_.____ pet. ov, 100 10 18 s
In(df;lﬁf Yot s D 18874 lraer Silians = gas ! Preliminary
\ B l0lictnnsnszananers pok: e 2Prepared h{ Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, based on reporters’ data.
1 Wholesale feed costa per ton 3Computed from quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of
f.0.b. Madison ' Wisconsin dairy correspondents times number of days in month.
s Deo. 42.25 | 41.50 | 46.40 | 55.95 || 4U. 8. Dept. of Commerce, 104749 base.
$ | De. | 65.75| 60.90 | 77.00| 78.91 || ®Federal Reserve Board.
$ Dec. 63.00 | 63.00 | 81.00 | 82.20
$ Dec. 73,85 | 78,45 | 96.65 | 119.41
$ Dec. 43.00 | 42.50 | 47.25 | 56.15
$ Dec. 64,10 | 62,75 | 82.50 | 82,81
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6 million tons or slightly smaller
than a year ago but 15 percent above
average for the date.

Hay production last year was 6 per-
cent above 1964. But stocks this win-
ter are smaller because of a smaller
carryover last spring and the heavy
feeding since early last fall, Hay
stocks now are about 69 percent of
the 1955 crop. Stocks of hay on farms
in the nation are the second largest
on record.

Large Stocks in Nation

For the nation, stocks of corn on
farms of about 2% billion bushels are
slightly more than a year ago and
above the January 1 average. ats on
farms tetal a record of 981 million
bushels or 7 percent more than a year
ago and 18 percent above average.
Tie 321 million bushels of wheat are
slightly less than January 1 last
year and 14 pereent below average.
Sorghum grain stocks and farm hold-
ings of rye are larger than a year
ago and soybean holdings are the
second largest on record.

Onions Top List
In Per Acre Value

Wisconsin’s commercial onion crop
last year had the highest per acre
value of any crop in the state. Rye
had the lowest value per acre last
year. 3

While there are wide differences in
the per acre value of the various
crops raised in the state, it does not
mean that crops of high values al-
ways show a much greater net income
to producers than crops of somewhat
lower values. Production costs and
risks of producing the crops are often
much greater for crops of a high per
acre value than those of less value.
This is particiularly true in the case
of onions compared with buckwheat
which has a low per acre value. The
buckwheat crop is often a second
crop following some early harvested
crops such as canning peas.

Prices of many crops the past fall
were lower than a year earlier and
contributed to the decrease from 1954
in the crop values per acre. In some
instances lower yields combined with
lower prices to decrease crop values.

The following table gives in more
detail the crop values per acre in
Wisconsin for 19556 as well as 1954,

Crop Values per Acre—Wisconsin

Dollars per acre
1955 1954

Other grains and seeds
&ybm- for grain

Wisconsin Farm Wages
Higher This Winter

Wages paid by Wisconsin farmers
to hired workers average about the
same as in October but are 8 percent
above the rates for January of last
year. In recent years there has been
little seasonal drop in farm wage
rates from harvest time to the winter
season.

According to reports by Wisconsin
crop correspondents, farm wages at
the beginning of the year averaged
$120 a month with room and board,
$160 a month with a house but no
meals, $6.80 a day with board and
room, and $7.40 a day without board
or room. Hourly rates without board
or room averaged 97 cents, Wisconsin
farm wage rates during 1955 aver-
aged higher than in 1954 but lower
than in 1953.

More Cattle on Feed
Than a Year Ago

January 1 reports show that Wis-

" consin farmers are feeding 4 percent

more cattle for market than a year
ago, and there is an increase of 1 per-
cent in the number of cattle on feed
in the nation,

The number of cattle on feed in the
state has been increasing slowly since
1950. But the total number of cattle
and calves being fed for market now
at 112,000 head is still a small part
of the total cattle population in the
state.

The number of cattle and calves on
feed for market in the nation on Jan-
uary 1 was estimated at 5,823,000
head. Three percent more cattle were
on feed than a year ago and in the
13 Western States but there was no
change in the West North Central
States.

In the 9 Corn Belt States for which
inspection records are available, the
number of stocker and feeder cattle
shipped in during the last quarter of
1956 was less than 1 percent below
the same period a year ago. Inship-
ments for the last half of 19556 were
2 percent under the total for the
same period in 1954,

There appears to be less interest
among feeders in feeding ecalves and
lightweight cattle than last year.
Steers represent 57 percent of the
total cattle on feed compared with 53
{Jercent last year. There is also a
arger percentage of heifers this year
but a decrease in calves and cows and
other cattle.

Of the cattle on feed in 14 report-

ing states 19 percent will be marketed
in January, 17 percent in February,
15 percent in March, and 48 percent
later this tfear. Producers intend to
market fed cattle faster this year
than a year ago.
The number of sheep and lambs on
feed in Wisconsin is 13 percent
smaller than a year ago. A decrease
of 8 percent in the number of sheep
and lambs on feed is shown for the
nation. Most of the decrease occurred
in the western Corn Belt States and
in the South and Central Great Plains
States.
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1956 Livestock Inventory

Wisconsin’s cattle popu-
lation on January 1 was at
an all time high. There were
more hogs on farms but
fewer horses and mules,
sheep and lambs, chickens,
and turkeys than a year
ago. Total value of livestock
is above a year ago with
the increase in milk cow
prices.

Milk Production

Milk production in the
state and nation was higher
in January than a year ago.
The increase for Wisconsin
of 7 percent results from
slightly more cows and a
high production per cow.

Egg Production

Farm laying flocks are
smaller than a year ago in
both the state and nation.
Total egg production in Jan-
vary in Wisconsin and the
United States was below a
year ago.

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

Prices received by Wis-
consin farmers for products
sold in January averaged
the lowest since the spring
of 1946. Prices paid con-
tinue at a high level, and
purchasing power of farm
products is the lowest since
the summer of 1939.

Current Trends

Cold storage stocks of
butter, cheese, poultry, and
eggs are smaller than a year
ago. Slaughter of cattle and
hogs is larger than a year
ago but slaughter of calves
and sheep and lambs is
smaller.

Special News ltems

1955 Milk Prices
by Months
February 1 Prices
of Feeder Pigs
Livestock Slaughtered
During 1955

IVESTOCK INVENTORY FIG-

URES for January 1 show all-
time highs in the number of milk
cows and all cattle on Wisconsin
farms. The inventory also shows an
increase in hog numbers from a year
ago but there are fewer sheep and
lambs, horses, chickens, and turkeys
on Wisconsin farms.

Wisconsin farmers had 4,384,000
head of all cattle at the beginning of
the year. This number included 2,604,-
000 cows and heifers two years old
and over kept for milk cows, 646,000
heifers one to two years old kept for
milk cows, and 662,000 heifer calves
being saved for milk cows. Milk cow
numbers have been increasing at the
rate of about 1 percent a year for the
past two years. The number of heif-
ers saved for milk cows is smaller
than a year ago but there is the same
number of heifer calves. The number
of all cattle also includes a record
number of beef cattle for Wisconsin.

Estimates for January 1 show Wis-
consin farmers had 1,831,000 hogs or
6 percent more than a year earlier.
This number included more pigs un-
der six months of age than a year
ago but fewer pigs over six months
and a reduction in the number of
sows and gilts from January 1955.
The number of all swine on Wiscon-
sin farms at the beginning of the
year was the largest since 1952.

The number of sheep and lambs on
Wisconsin farms on January 1 was 9
percent below a year earlier and the
smallest number since 1950. Esti-
mates show 260,000 sheep and lambs
on farms including 206,000 stock
sheep and lambs.

A decline from a year ago of 1 per-
cent is shown in the number of
chickens on the state’s farms. This
number does not include commercial
broilers. The number of turkeys, not
including fryers, is 10 percent smaller
than a year ago. Estimates show Wis-
consin farmers had 13,678,000 chick-
ens and 81,000 turkeys at the begin-
ning of the year.

There are now only 84,000 horses
and mules on Wisconsin farms. The
horse and mule population has been
declining sharply in recent years with
226,000 head estimated for 1950,

Higher Value for Milk Cows

According to the livestock inven-
tory, the total value of all livestock
and poultry on Wisconsin farms was
about $630,726,000 or 3 percent more
than a year ago. The increase in the
farm value of milk cows and chickens
more than offset decreases in the
value of other animals.

Wisconsin milk cows were valued at
$442,680,000 on January 1 or 78 per-
cent of the value of all cattle and 70

percent of the total value of all live-
stock and poultry on farms. The farm
value of Wisconsin milk cows is
above a year ago with an inerease of
$10 a head and a slight increase in
cow numbers.

With the price per head about half
tha:t of a year ago, the total value of
swine on Wisconsin farms at $31,859,-
000 was 43 percent below January 1,
1955. Chickens accounted for $17,651,-
000, turkeys for $437,000, horses and
mules for $7,392,000, and sheep and
lambs for $3,467,000 of the total farm

value of livestock
January 1. il

United States Livestock Changes

Livestock inventory figures for the
nation show cattle numbers up
slightly from a year ago with beef
cattle at an all-time high and a drop
of 1 percent in milk cow numbers,
The hog population is up 9 percent
from January 1 last year, but the
number of all sheep is down 1 per-
cent. The number of horses and mules
is 8 percent below a Year ago. Farm-
ers have 2 percent fewer chickens
and 1 percent fewer turkeys than a
year ago. Total value of livestock and
goultry on January 1 was 4 percent

elow the nation’s total for £
g 1%, or January

January Milk Production
At All-Time High

Wisconsin dairy herds roduce:
1,380 million pounds of milk Ii'n Janu(!
ary or 14 percent of the nation’s
9,604 million pounds. Milk production
in the state last month was 7 percent
above January 1956, and the output
for the nation showed a gain of
nearly 5 percent.

Milk production per cow has been
at a record level this winter in both
the state and nation. Wisconsin milk
cows averaged 21.8 pounds of milk
per cow on February 1 or 7 percent
more than a year ago and 19 percent
above the 1945-54 average for the
date. For the nation, milk production
per cow averaged a little over 18
pounds or 6 percent more than Feh-
ruary 1 last year. Wisconsin farmers
fed about the same quantity of grain,
millfeed and concentrates per cow on
February 1 as they did a year ago
but the rate of feeding for the nation
was the highest on record for the
date.

Wisconsin dairy ration costs in Jan-
uary averaged $22.39 a thousand
pounds or 14 percent below the $26.25
of a year ago. With ration costs lower
and a slight increase in milk prices
compared with January 1955, the
milk-feed price ratio has improved in
the past year. In January 100 pounds
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Number and Value of Livestock, January 1

Wisconsin
Number (000 omitted) Farm Price per Head Farm Value (000 omitted)
Class of Livestock 1956 1956 '
1956 1955 (Prelim-| 1955 | 1945-54 || (Prelim- 1955 1945-54
(Prelim-| (Re- 1954 1953 1952 1951 1950 1949 inary) | Dollars | Dollars inary) Dollars lars
inary) | vised) Dollars Dollars
Cows and heifers, 2 years old and
over keptformilk....___ 2,604 | 2,578 | 2,552 2,478 ( 2,383 | 2,359 | 2,383 2,383 || 170.00 | 160.00 | 208.00 442,680 412,480' 509,5921
Heifers, 1 to 2 years old kept for
L s R R 646 661 672 625 556 525 511
Heifer calves g saved for
milk cows_ . 662 662 675 692 642 573 540
Allothersabte. .. ..o oo o0 06 03 92 127 m 110 7
Cows and heifers 2 years old and
over not kept for milk_...___ 99 87 69 55 40 30 17
Heifers 1 to 2 vears not for milk. 66 56 56 51 45 35 30
Steers 1 year old and over_____ 146 139 131 127 09 90 03
Bulls, 1 year old and over_ ... 65 65 69 76 78 80 82
o R e 4,384 | 4,341 4,316 | 4,231 3,954 | 3,802 3,727 | 3,690
Horsesandmules_.__________._______ 84 102 118 141 170 204 226
Bowsandgilts....___________ 366 305 356 333 370 395 410
Other hogs over 6 months 265 279 215 400 448 365 353
Pigs under 6 months. .. __ 1,200 ,053 971 | 1,000 [ 1,120 | 1,094 970
ABwing... . 1,831 1,721 1,542 | 1,752 | 1,947 1,854 | 1,733 | 1,650
Ewes, 1 year and over 164 176 187 189 160 152 145
Ewe lambs a2 36 43 48 61 50 38
Wether and ram lambs______ .~ 2 3 2 2 2 3 2
Rams and wethers, 1 year and over_._ 8 9 9 9 9 8 7
Stock sheep and lambs____________ .~ 206 224 241 248 241 213 192
Sheep and lambs on feed . ____ . - 54 62 60 71 51 57 60
All Sheep and Lambs.__________ | m| m| on| m wml m el nnl Gk e 3467 | 4,307 5,456
All Chickens? = 13,578 | 13,714 | 13,620 | 13,774 14,269 | 14,933 | 15,463 | 15,454 1.30 1.05 1.46 17,651 14,400 22,799
Turkeys? 81 90 86 57 52 4 34 5.40 6.00 7.33 437 540 451
Li 4, TTEECNSTTSTrrnnpuny Doy A NS L e SO SN T S T 630,726 | 612,140 | 748,078
United States
Cows and heifers, 2 years old and
over keptformilk___._ .. _________ 23,318 | 23,462 | 23,896 | 23,549 23,060 | 23,568 | 23,853 | 23,862 || 139.00 | 134.00 | 1T1 00 ||3,235,106 (3,148,392 |4,159,767
Heifers, 1 to 2 years kept for milk cows 5,492 | 5786 | 5,873 | 5,803 | 5 694 ool ST ALy ) | patRecec] [Sasiearhll) Soiomiil | bl bnns| e il bl 5
Alothsrealtar . =.0 Lo e 68,655 | 67,344 | 65,910 | 64,799 ot Al L B (7 R T O Y O | e bt s | sl o o b i
AlCette.._ . - . - 97,465 | 96,592 | 95,679 | 94,241 88,072 | 82,083 | 77,963 76,830 88.00) 88.20| 118.00|| 8,581,370 8,517,027| 9,862,798
Horsesand Mules.._________________ 3,962 | 4,309 | 4,791 | 5,403 | 6,150 | 7,036 | 7,781 | 8,498 || 62.60 | 56.20 | 66.70 247,939 | 242,104 | 574,186
Swine, including pigs..._.___________ 55,088 | 50,474 | 45,114 | 51,755 62,117 | 62,269 | 58,937 | 56,257 17.70 | 30.60 | 31.50 977,165 |1,542,285 (1,776,657
Sheep and lambs_.._______ "7 70 31,109 | 31,582 | 31,356 | 31,900 | 31,982 | 30,633 | 29,826 | 30,943 || 14,27 | 1493 | 1588 443,841 | 471,490 | 551,754
T g L 382,218 (390,708 396,776 (398,158 426,555 |430,988 (456,549 |430,876 1.26 1.05 1.42 480,399 | 410,741 | 636,056
Turkeys*______ 5 v 4,917 4 S, 5 5,037 | 5,124 | 4,622 5.50 5133 6.61 26,898 26,185 36,071
Ll USRS S, SN, (R T AN o i e i | e ] ioeener i 10,757,612 |11,209,832 |13,437,522

ncluded in value of all cattle. 2Included in value of all sheep and lambs.

of milk would buy 147 pounds of
dairy ration or 18 percent more than
a year ago.

Along with the improved feeding
situation, ample feed supplies on most
Wisconsin farms, and somewhat more
stable milk prices, farmers are bid-
ding higher for milk cows. Milk cow
prices in the state in January aver-
aged $170 a head or $10 more than a
year ago.

Farm Product Price
Index Continues Down

Wisconsin’s index of prices farm-
ers received for products sold in
January was 3 percent below January
last year and the lowest for any
month since May 1946. Higher prices
for milk, eggs, and poultry were more
than offset by decreases from a year
ago in the prices of meat animals and
crops.

Meat animal prices in January
averaged 5 percent above December
but were still 21 percent under the
January 1955 level, and crop prices
are 7 percent lower. Hog prices in

January averaged $10.80 a hundred
pounds compared with $16.70 a year
ago. Beef cattle prices were off more
than a dollar, and veal ecalf prices
averaged slightly lower than in Janu-
ary 1955. Decreases in the prices of
sheep and lambs are also reported.

Milk prices in January averaged
$3.30 a hundred pounds for all milk
of average test. This price was 4
cents or 1 percent above January last
year. Except for the price a year ago,
the January average was the lowest
for the month since 1950, Egg prices
recovered from the slump of last win-
ter and averaged 60 percent above
January 1955, and an increase of 6
percent is shown for poultry prices.

Prices paid by Wisconsin farmers
for goods and services used in farm
production and family living dropped
only 1% percent in the past year and
remain high comp:atre(fJ with farm
product prices. This high level of
prices paid continues to keep the buy-
ing power of farm products at a low
level this winter. The purchasing
power of Wisconsin farm products in
January was the lowest for the

3Does not include commercial broilers. 4Does not include turkey fryers.

month since 1939,

United States Prices
The index of prices received by the
nation’s farmers in January was 1
percent above December but 7 per-
cent below January last year. Milk,
poultry, and eggs, fruit, and tobacco
prices averaged higher in the nation
than a year ago, but these prices
were more than offset by decreases in
meat animal and crop prices. Prices
paid by farmers dropped about 2 per-

cent from January last year.

Egg Production Declines
With Smaller Farm Flocks

Wisconsin farm flocks produced 215
million eggs during January. This
production was about 3 percent below
January 19556 because of a 1 percent
reduction in layers and a decrease of
2 percent in the production per layer
last month. Egg production in the
nation in January was about 1 per-
cent below a year ago with a 2 per-
cent decline in layer numbers par-

{

}
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Current Trends

WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date
Seyr. av. S-yr. av.
This month! | Last month Last year for month This month! | Last month Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
Jan, 3.80 3.44 3.26 3.74 4.23 4.36 4.19 4.68
Jan, 3.75 3.80 3.52 L | P R R P S PO ! [ 0
Jan, 3.10 3.23 3.12 3.62 3.28 3.38 3.27 3.76
Jan, 170. 165. 160. 241. 145, 142, 142, 206.
Jan. 10.80 10.30 16.70 18.50 10.90 10.60 17.00 19.00
Jan. 10.10 9.70 11.20 18.20 13.90 13.50 16.20 21.80
Jan, 8.00 16.90 18.10 26.34 16.80 15.90 17.20 24.92
Jan, 16.40 16.10 17.40 22.78 17.10 16.50 18.50 23.82
Jan, .87 .37 .48 .58 .395 302 505 L0622
Jan. 209 AT7 196 .252 .201 .188 .222 .250
Jan, 423 440 .208 360 466 AT1 .322 413
Jan, 1.14 1.13 1.356 1.42 1.16 1.16 1.40 1.45
Jan, .62 .62 o7 .81 .62 .63 i .82
Jan. 1.10 1.10 1.24 1.33 .92 92 1.08 1.26
Jan, 1.30 1.10 1.15 1.61 .99 .83 1.13 1.33
Jan. 18.50 19.50 22.90 22.06 22.70 22.60 24.50 26.00
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 — 100
Al FRrm PO . Lo ansacshidicn il pet. Jan, 226 228 233 280 226 223 243 mn
Livestock and livestock products.__.. pet. | Jan. 225 229 231 284 221 219 240 291
3 s T e e . | Jan, 266 265 252 280 260 265 258 286
Meat animals. .. 3 Jan. 182 173 231 306 207 201 263 332
Poultry 3 Jan, 101 168 180 227 ] 205 204 163 201
Eggs... . Jan, 199 206 125 169
Cro g i Jan. 190 186 205 212 231 227 247 251
Feed grains and hay . . Jan, 161 162 188 197 171 170 204 214
Yl L) s Jan. 192 192 242 206 2256 207 216 202
Prices Farmers Pay pet. Jan. 279 279 283 277 259 259 264 261
Purchasing Power ot’ Farm Products_.._| pet. | Jan 81 82 82 101 87 86 92 104
Milk production (000,000)..._._..__.__. Ib. Jan,
Egg production (000, (DO)_ ...... no. Jan.
Layers on farms (000)...______________ head | Jan.
Eggs per 100 !ayers_... ______ no. Jan.
Cows in herd freuheni;;ﬁ_- ...... pet. Jan,
Calves born to be raised..........___.. pet. | Jan.
Dairy Pmduetmn (000)
Bhber. o L e Ib. Dec. 104,555 91,040 99,207 89,718
Amerlcan cheese...... Ib. Dec. 61,380 56,100 61,566 52,296
Dried skim milk for f Ib. Dec. 113,700 87,500 94,904 59 945
Dried skim milk for feed Ib, Dee. 1,050 875 1,278 1,000
Evaporated whole milk__.___________ Ib. Dec. 152,800 142,200 153,218 155,638
leeatock Blaughter (000)
Cat Dee. 79 80 73 2,113 2,220 2,110
Dec. 148 155 150 992 1,109 1,068
Dec. 11 12 18 1,300 1,338 1,312
Dec. 367 356 354 8,639 8,108 7,408
Feb. 1 2,188 3,001 L, RS (e 131,805 163,136 841,665 162,128
Feb. 1 461,443 492,124 492,833 281,610
Feb. 7,124 6,001 10,065 9,742
Feb. 1 19,340 20,070 19,778 18,746
Feb. 487,007 518,885 522,676 310,098
Frozen poultry. Feb. 1 215,177 228,378 251,296 272,724
Shell eggs. .« ouun... Feb. 1 206 111 235 148
AN RN i i i inesisnoctasans Feb. 1 1,910 2,420 2,103 3,536
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes® Economic Indicators—United States
S-yr. S-yr.
Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date | This Last Last | av, for
month! | month year month month! | month year
Grain & concentrates fed percow3 .| Ib. | Jan. 224 214 213 213 1947-1949 = 100 percent
Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production adj.®...... t. | Dec. 144 144 130 120
: geg. } 15; 36 "? 10 “3 97 13? 04 Car 5 .
eb. . Freight i | 7 i t. | Dec. 101 99 B L
Feb. 1| 31.53 | 82.26 | 31.32 | 33.25 h Wasiing st B
t. | Nov. 111 112 I Laceians
Cost 1000 pounds i
of dairy mation. oo cconeeee..-- $ Jan. 22.30 | 22.36 | 26.25 | 28.30 pet. | Nov. 115 115 10 | RO
of poultry ration.....coeee.... $ Jan, 23,00 | 22.91 | 26.72 | 20.55
Pﬂ“ﬂds ration to equal value Non-agricultural . ... pet. | Dee. 471 468 437 400
of 100 Ibs. milk. .o oooonneenne. Ib. | Jan. 147 154 124 132 oulftural .. _—._..._.| pot. | Dec. 220 220 222 277
L L R R L R A Al i
‘actory Employment adj5...... t. | Dee. 108 109 108 J.ooneeee
h‘(’fé‘xﬂ{ﬁhohﬁh e t. | J 183 183 213 2 ‘th:m : N 5
Lt {1 1) . an. 21
) 2 ¥ Pnpuod by Wisconsin Crop Reporting Servi reporters’ data,
Wholesale feed costs per ton, 'Cumputod - quantity mporhd fed at the b:’mnm‘ and and of the month in herds of
f.0.b. Madison a nsman f A le&t; times number days in month,
Bran $ Jan, 42,50 | 42.25 [ 46.40 | 56.06 of Commerce,
$ Jan, 66.00 | 65.75 | 77.25 | 70.36 || *Federal m-m
$ Jan. 66.20 | 63.00 | 76.75 | B84,
§ Jan, 72.00 | 73.85 | 94.15 | 119.88
$ Jan. 42,30 | 43.00 | 46.75 | b55.66
$ Jan, 64.85 | 64,10 | 81.35 | 81.91
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tially offset by some increase in the
rate of production per layer.
Mid-January farm produet price re-
ports showed that egg prices were
well above a year earlier and that
feed prices were below January 1955.
These favorable price trends resulted
in an increase of 84 percent over a
year ago in the amount of dpoultry
ration that could be exchanged for 10
dozen eggs. 7
January reports show that Wiscon-
sin’s commercial hatcheries produced
280,000 non-broiler chicks and 1,020,-
000 broiler chicks during the month.
This is a sharp increase from the
January outﬂut last year of 75,000
non-broiler chicks and 685,000 broiler
chieks. For the nation, non-broiler
chick production in January was 26
percent larﬁer than a year ago, and
broiler chick output increased 38 per-
cent.
Wisconsin Milk Prices
Compared by Months
Monthly estimates of prices re-
ceived for milk delivered by Wiscon-
sin farmers in 195656 show an average
price for last year of $3.24 a hundred
pounds of milk of average test. Prices
in May and June averaﬁ'ed the lowest
at $3.07 and the year’s high was $3.58
in October. !
Market milk prices in Wisconsin
averaged $3.556 a hundred pounds for
milk of average test compared with
the manufacturing milk price average
of $310 a hundred pounds. The
spread between market milk prices

Percent Wisconsin Milk Price is of
U. S. Average!'

All Milk Manufactured
Milk

1955 1954 1955 1954
78 80 95 97
78 81 96 98
80 83 97 100
83 84 98 100
85 84 99 100
85 85 100 101
82 83 99 100
82 82 99 100
83 81 99 100
82 80 98 99
80 78 97 96
7 7 96 96

1Price per hundred pounds of average test.

and manufacturing milk prices aver-
aged 45 cents for the year. Prices of
milk in May show marﬁet milk prices
averaged 28 cents above manufactur-
ing milk but by September and Octo-
ber this spread had increased to 68
cents.

Wisconsin’s all milk prices last
year were considerably lower than the
monthly prices for the nation. Janu-
ary and February milk prices in the
state averaged only 78 percent of the
national all-milk price. The state’s
milk prices came the closest to the
United States average at 85 percent
in May and June.

Prices received by Wisconsin farm-
ers for manufacturing milk matched
the United States average in June,
but the state’s average was lower in
the other 11 months.

Wisconsin Milk Prices 1955'

Margin
All | Market | Manu- for
milk milk | factured| market
milk milk
January $3.26 | $3.52 | $3.12 |'$0.40
b 3 5 3.46 3.07 0.39
3.36 3.04 0.32
3.33 2.9 0.34
.21 2.9 0.28
3.28 2.98 0.30
3.42 3.01 0.41
3.713 3.08 0.65
3.92 3.z 0.68
4.03 3.35 0.68
3.08 3.32 0.66
3.8 3.23 0.57
3.55 3.10 0.45

1Average per hundred pounds of average test.

Feeder Pig Prices
Still at Low Level

Wisconsin feeder pig prices have
declined since December and are well
below a year ago. Reports from Wis-
consin farmers at the beginning of
February show that feeder pig prices
averaged $6.22 a head compared with
$7.00 in December. Prices of feeder
pigs on February 1 were less than
half the March 1955 average of
$12.77 a head.

When reporting on the feeder pig
situation, farmers indicated that
feeder pigs were being sold at ages
averaging 832 weeks and weights
averaging 43 pounds. The average

age and weight of giga sold in Febru-
ary were comparable with the aver-
ages in March and December of last
year.

Cattle and Calf Slaughter
At All-Time High in State

Cattle and calf marketings in Wis-
consin in 1955 set all-time highs, and
hog sales from farms were tﬁe high-
est since 1952, Marketings of sheep
and lambs to packers and stockyards
were slightly below 1954,

Records show 775,989 head of cattle
sold from Wisconsin farms in 1955,
These sales totaled 10 percent above
the previous high established in 1954,
Calf marketings rose above 1,500,000
head for the first time and showed an
increase of 4 percent from 1954, Calf
marketings of 1,608,341 head in 1955
were up 41 percent from the pre-war
yvear of 1940.

Hogs sold from Wisconsin farms in
19556 were at an all-time high except
for 1943, 1944, 1951, and 1952. Mar-
ketings of 2,819,254 hogs were up 15

ercent from 1954 as a result of the

ig increases in pig crops in the fall
of 1954 and spring of 1955.

Sheep and lamb sales to packers
and through stockyards in 1955
showed a small decrease from 1954,
and marketings were the lowest on
record except for the years 1950,
1951, and 1952. Farmers give the
high cost of fencing and dog damage
as important reasons for cutting
down the sheep enterprise.

Movement of Wisconsin Livestock
to Packers and Stockyards
Number 1940-1955

Year Cattle Calves Hogs Sheep
1940____. 457,493 | 1,066,900 | 2,388,426 | 318,475
1941 495,458 | 1,130,186 | 2,314,741 | 328,119
1942 .| 601,903 | 1,190,559 | 2,657,411 | 363,476
1943_____ 464,710 | 1,133,752 | 2,983,076 5
1944 605,653 | 1,313,023 | 3,224,756 | 369,426
1945 __ 566,021 | 1,217,446 | 1,976,222 | 343,678
1946 __ 468,870 | 1,132,178 | 2,083,997 | 331,255
1947 ___. 654,220 | 1,294,086 | 2,151,518 | 281,300
1948..... 563,657 | 1,201,619 | 2,242,424 | 286,155
1949_____ 542,059 | 1,213,288 | 2,534,689 | 201,705
1950_..._ 608,319 | 1,103,974 | 2,761,074 | 195,093
1951 558,847 | 1,053,846 | 2,870,864 | 164,245
152 ... 530,180 | 1,124,696 | 3,040,207 | 183,939
1953 ____ 633,860 | 1,345,573 | 2,620,933 | 226,053
1954 ... 702,770 | 1,452,507 | 2,460,476 | 201,322
1955*____| 775,989 | 1,508,341 | 2,819,254 | 200,901

*Preliminary,
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Spring Planting Plans

Intended shifts from a
year ago in the planted
acreages of important crops
grown in the state and
nation were reported by
farmers at the beginning of
March. Some acreage
changes are anticipated but
most of them are moderate.

Milk Production

Milk production on Wis-
consin farms increased from
January to February this
year compared with a de-
cline in output last year.
February milk output in the
state and nation was well
above a year ago.

Egg Production
Egg production on farms
of the state and nation con-
tinues at a high level, A
record hatch for February is
reported by commercial
hatcheries in the state and
nation.
Prices Farmers Receive and Pay
The index of prices re-
ceived by Wisconsin farmers
in February was almost 4
percent below a year ago
compared with a decline of
only 2 percent in the index
of prices paid.
Current Trends
Stocks of butter, cheese,
eggs, and poultry in cold
storage in the nation at the
end of February were below
February 28 last year. But-
ter stocks were below the
February 5-year average.
Holdings of some conden-
sery products are above a
year ago.
Special ltems
Feeder Pig Prices
Continve Low
Llong Time Series
Of Prices Received
Farmers Report Fewer
Sows to Farrow

EPORTS FROM FARMERS on

the acreages they plan to plant
this spring indicate no sharp changes
from the 1955 acreages in Wisconsin
and the United States. It is hoped
that this annual survey of prospec-
tive plantings will help farmers to
make such further changes in crop
acreages as may seem desirable after
studying the probable trends.

Wisconsin farmers plan to plant
2,899,000 acres of corn this year and
2,880,000 acres of oats., The corn acre-
age will be 2 percent above a year
ago but no change is indicated for
the oat acreage. Wisconsin’s hay acre-
age this year may be 2 percent
smaller than the one harvested last
year with 3,826,000 acres planned for
1956. Total acreage of corn, oats, and
hay will be about the same as esti-
mated for 1955.

The state’s barley acreage this year
may total 55,000 acres or 15 percent
smaller than last year and a reduc-
tion is indicated of nearly 20 percent
for spring wheat with 22,000 acres
planned. The flax acreage may be a
little larger this year. Wisconsin
farmers may plant 110,000 acres of
soybeans or 10 percent more than last
year, and the sugar beet acreage may
be a little larger this year.

Farmers plan 53,000 acres of pota-
toes or an acreage 6 percent below
last year. The tobacco acreage this
year may be 8 percent under the one
harvested in 1956 if plans for 13,000
acres are carried out. Growers expect
to plant about 135,000 acres of peas
for canning or an acreage 6 percent
larger than last year, but the 3,100
acres of onions planted this spring
will be the same as the 1955 acreage.

Changes in Nation's Crop Acreages

The survey of prospective acreages
shows that this Jrear farmers in the
nation plan a moderate acreage reduc-
tion from last year. The feed grain
acreage may be notably smaller than
last year because of an important
reduction in corn, oat, and barley
acreages. The spring planted food
grain acreage will be larger as a
result of more acres planted to
spring wheat than last year which
will more than offset a reduction in
the rice acreage. More acres of soy-
beans and flax are planned for this
year. The hay acreage may be about
the same as harvested last year and
about average.

Smaller acreages than last year
are planned for sugar beets, potatoes,
and tobacco, but increases in canning
pea and onion acreages are indicated
for the nation this year.

Weather Summary, February 1956

T I’ P, 8
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches
D
H E—
3 w.s b
Station = -E% E
% - e ]
] 9 s
S| 2| | B| B B ESS
2 2 & & -2 8| & ag
- = E| Z (™ Z| <38
Duluth..__ |—12 35 |12.0{13.4|( 0.54| 1.06| — 0.38
Spooner.._ . [—24 39 (12.2{13.0]| 0.12] 0.81|]— 1.25
Park Falls__(—16 | 36 |13.6{12.4|| 0.29] 1.17|— 1.75
Rhinelander(—19 | 38 |15.0[12.8|| 0.21] 1.15| - 1.42
Wausau__.__[—10 | 35 (17.2[15.7|| 0.41] 1.11]— 1.18
Marinette.. _ 0 |39 |21.4{21.0/| 0.52 1.54|— 1.83
Escanaba___| 0 | 38 (19.3(17.6| 0.53 1.41 1.43
Minneapolis|— 7 39 |15.0{18.2|( 0.20| 0.89| 1.01
Eau Claire_.[— 8 | 38 [17.4[16.4|| 0.37] 1.24|— 1.62
La Crosse..(—13 | 42 [17.5(19.3]| 0.43( 1.11|— 1.44
Hancock. ..|—16 | 39 (16.1(16.8|| 0.65| 1.17|— 1.30
Oshkosh_ . _[— 7 39 (19.5/18.9]| 0.57| 1.23|— 1.52
GreenBay__| 10 37 |17.6/17.3(( 0.60| 1.41 1.54
Manitowoc .| 5 | 41 [24.0/20.8|| 0.62( 1.60|— 2.26
Dubuque.__|— 3 47 122.2/122.6(| 0.91( 1.11|-- 0.99
Madison...[— 5 | 42 |22.4{21.9(| 1.00| 1.18|— 1.06
Beloit______ 1 47 |27.0|22.6/| 0.86( 1.56| - 2.32
Milwaukee
(airport) . 3 40 [25.0/24.2(( 1.43] 1.27 0.85
Average for
18 stations|— 7,8(39.5(18.6/18.0(| 0.57( 1.22|— 1.40

February Milk Production
Up 13 Percent from 1955

Milk production on farms during
February hit an all-time high for the
month in both the state and nation.
Wisconsin dairy herds produced 1,410
million pounds of milk in February or
15 percent of the nation’s 9,582 mil-
lion pounds produced during the
month. '

March is also expected to be a
month of unusually high milk produc-
tion. The March 1 production per cow
in Wisconsin dairy herds averaged
23.2 pounds or 8 percent above a year
earlier, and dairy herds in the nation
averaged nearly 19 pounds per cow or
almost 8 percent more than March 1
last year, Milk production per cow in
the state and nation is the highest on
records for March 1.

During the first two months of this
year Wisconsin dairy herds produced
10 percent more milk than in the
same period last year, and an increase
of more than 6 percent is shown for
the nation. Milk production in the
state increased from January to Feb-
ruary this year while in the three
previous years output declined be-
tween the two months,

Milk prices this winter have aver-
aged slightly higher than a year ago,
and prices of dairy feeds have been
lower. Feeding has been at a high
level throughout the winter.
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Wisconsin and United States Planted Acreage
i) Wisconsin United States
Cin Acreage planted (000 omitted) 1956 as a percent of Acreage planted (000 omitted) 1956 as a percent of
5 10-year 10-year 10-year 10-year
Intended 1955 average 1955 average Intended 1955 average 1955 average
. 'y el R X . 1956 1945-54 1945-! 1956 lllls-gi 1945-.
2,899 2,842 2,602 102 111 78,686 81,577 84,815 96.5 92.8
,,,,, 2,880 ,880 2,983 100 97 46,063 48,021 44,307 95.9 104.0
.......... 55 65 146 85 38 14,773 16,102 11,713 91.7 126.1
¢ 3 27 58 81 38 12,584 12,467 17,523 100.9 71.8
6 5 12 120 50 5,465 5,192 4,367 105.3 125.1
53 56 78 94 68 1,393.6 1,451.9 1,858.5 96.0 75.0
13 14,2 20.0 92 65 1,365.6 1,510.1 1,726.0 90.4 7.1
110 100 7 110 155 21,760 19,669 14,290 110.6 152.3
7 6.5 13 108 54 829 798.3 846.6 103.8 97.9
3,826 3,904 4,017 98 95 74,305 73,984 73,836 100.4 100.6
134.6 127 135.8 106 9 499.8 469 .9 459.3 106.4 108.8
3.1 3.1 3.073 100 101 126.0 113.9 121.0%| 110.6 104,13

! Acreage harvested.

Egg Production Increased
By High Output Per Layer

The number of layers in Wisconsin
farm flocks is about equal to a year
ago, but egg production in February
was up nearly 6 percent. Egg produc-
tion in the nation in February was
about 5 percent greater than a year
earlier.

Egg production now is nearing the
seasonal peak, but in early March
commercial egg breaking an storage
of eggs in the shell had not yet
reached the levels likely to be at-
tained later in the season., The
absence of a strong demand for
breaking and storing eggs caused
prices to decline in late February.

Record Hatchery Output

A larger and earlier hatch of chicks
for laying flock replacement than in
1955 is in prospect for 1956. On Feb-
ruary 1, the number of eggs in incu-
bators for the production replace-
ments to farm laying flocks was a
fifth larger than a year ago for the
nation.

Commercial hatchery production in
Wisconsin in February is estimated at
2,320,000 chicks or 21 percent more
than a year ago. For the first two
months of this year the state’s chick
output was 21 percent greater than
the January and February total a
year ago.

The state’s commercial hatchery
output for the first two months in-
cluded 2,170,000 broiler chicks and
1,450,000 non-broiler chicks. Broiler
chick Eroduction increased 15 percent
over the January and February total
last year and non-broiler chick out-
put increased 81 percent. Broiler
chick output in the nation in the two
months showed an increase of 28 per-
cent over a year ago and non-broiler
chick output increased 22 percent.

Farm Product Prices
Below February 1955

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
by farmers in February was 226 per-
cent of the 1910-14 average or nearly
4 percent below the index a year ago.
Prices of milk and eggs gained less
than 1 percent in the past year and
these gains were more than offset by
decreases of 15 percent for meat ani-
mals, nearly 6 percent for crops, and
3 percent for poultry.

*CGirown alone for all purposes.

38hort-time average,

Prices received for milk delivered
in February averaged $3.25 a hun-
dred pounds for milk of average test.
This price was 9 cents below January
but 4 cents above the average for
February last year, Egg prices aver-
age less than a cent above the Feb-
ruary prices last year,

While Wisconsin milk cow prices
average $10 a head more than a year
ago or $175, meat animal prices are
lower. Hog prices in February aver-
aged $4.20 a hundredweight less than
a year ago, beef cattle were off 60
cents, lambs were down 40 cents, and
veal calves dropped $1.50 a hundred-
weight from February 1955.

Prices paid by Wisconsin farmers
for goods and services used in farm
production and family living showed
no change from January to February
but averaged 2 percent less than Feb-
ruary last year. The index of prices
paid in February was 279 percent of
the 1910-14 level and was well above
the index of prices received. Purchas-
ing power of Wisconsin farm products
in February continued at the low 1939
level with the ratio of prices received
to prices paid at 81.

United States Farm Prices

The index of prices received by
farmers in the nation remained the
same from January to February but
was 7 percent below February last
year. Prices paid by farmers inelud-
ing interest, taxes, and wages was
practically the same from January to
February, but 2 percent below Feb-
ruary 1955. The ratio of prices re-
ceived to prices paid showed little
change from January but was about
5 percent below February a year ago.

Feeder Pig Prices
Continve Low

Wisconsin feeder pig prices con-
tinue much below a year ago, accord-
ing to reports from farmers cooperat-
ing in the March 1 survey. Prices
reported at the beginning of the
month averaged nearly $7.00 a head
compared with almost $6.00 in Jan-
uary and about $13.00 in March last
year. These prices were for pigs
averaging about 8 weeks of age and
averaging a little over 40 pounds.
Feeder pig prices in Wisconsin at the

beginning of March averaged about
$10 a head less than in March 1954.

Feeder pig prices on March 1 this
year were less than a dollar higher in
the southern third of the state than
in the other counties. Pigs in the
southern third of the state were also
marketed at slightly higher weights
and almost a week older than in the
central and northern parts of Wis-
consin,

Another Reduction Indicated
In Number of Sows to Farrow

The number of sows to be bred for
farrowing on Wisconsin farms this
spring is estimated at 13 percent be-
low the number that farrowed in the
spring of 1955. This estimate shows
that farmers are breeding 5 percent
fewer sows than they had planned
when reporting in the December Pig
Survey. The December survey indi-
cated a reduction in spring sows to
farrow of 8 percent from a year ago.

From reports in the March 1 sur-
vey it is estimated that the number of
sows which farrowed on Wisconsin
farms from December through Febru-
ary was 6 percent below the same
period a year ago. But the number of
sows bred to farrow from March
through May shows a much greater
percentage reduction from the three
months of 1955. Present plans are for
11 percent fewer sows to be bred for
farrowing in June through August
than farrowed in the summer months
of last year,

Wisconsin farmers along with farm-
ers in eight other Corn Belt states
cooperated with the Department of
Agriculture in the quarterly livestock
survey. This March 1 survey showed
that in the nine states the number of
sows bred to farrow in the December
through February period was 1 per-
cent below the same period last year
but a decrease of 9 percent is shown
for the March through May period.
Spring farrowings are expected to
total 7 percent below last year and
show a decrease of 4 percent from
the estimate made in the December
Pig Survey. Corn Belt farmers sur-
veyed intend to breed 8 percent fewer
sows to farrow in the June through
August period than farrowed a year
ago.
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Current Trends

\
WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date e
S-yr. av. S-yr. av.
This month! | Last menth Last year for month This month! | Last month Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
Feb, 3.25 3.34 3.21 3.67 4.12 4.24 4.08 4.52
Feb. 3.60 3.70 3.46 3.92 ERse el ettt e b e e oo S i e s e
Feb. 3.05 3.15 3.07 3.55 3.20 3.29 3.19 3.67
Feb. 175 170. 165. 243. 148, 145 145 208
Feb. 12.00 10,80 16,20 19.66 12.00 10,90 16.40 20.04
Feb. 10,80 10.10 11.40 18.46 14.00 13.90 16.50 22.36
Fab 17.80 18,00 19.30 27.56 17.00 16.80 18.00 25.72
Feb 18.00 16.40 18.40 23,14 17.70 17.10 19,30 24.62
Feb. 38 39 48 .60 .402 391 407 635
Feb. 212 209 224 .268 210 201 237 261
Feb. 366 423 . 362 349 402 466 395 387
Feb. 1.17 1.14 1.32 1.42 1.18 1.16 1.40 1.45
Feb 62 62 .76 .80 62 62 76 81
{ Feb 1.10 1.10 1,23 1.31 92 92 1.08 1.25
Feb, 1.30 1.30 1.20 1.57 1.14 99 1.19 1.26
' Feb. 19,10 18.50 21.40 21.88 22.50 22.70 24.20 25.70
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 = 100

A g SRS pet, Feb. 226 228 2356 280 226 226 244 273
Livestock md hvnswock pmducta ..... pet. Feb. 225 227 235 285 220 221 245 204
Dairy products i 7| pet. | Feb. 251 259 249 284 256 260 255 282
Meat animals. . e -| pet. Feb. 1956 182 231 318 215 207 264 344
Poultry G | pet. Feb. 194 191 200 240 \ 188 205 160 105
E . .| pet. Feb. 171 199 170 163 )

Cro --| pet. Feb. 192 190 204 211 231 231 244 249
Feed grains and hay. ... .| pet. Feb. 162 161 184 194 173 171 203 213
o A S N --| pet. Feb. 197 102 244 207 212 225 203 195

Prices Farmers Pay................... pet. Feb. 279 279 285 278 259 259 24 261

Purchasing Power of Farm Products.___| pet. Feb. 81 82 82 101 87 87 92 105

Milk production (000,000) Feb.

Egg production (000, Feb.

Layers on farms (000)..... i Feb.

; Eggs per 100 layers....__. ---| no, Feb.
\ Cows in herd freshenin, S Feb,
% Calves born to be mseg Feh.

Dalry Pmducnon (000)

But 1b. Jan 113,260 104,555 108,190 97,567
1b. Jan # 61,380 64, 1: 56,490

Ib. Jan 124,900 113,700 110,500 69,980

e [ Jan, 1,200 1,050 1,350 1,235

Evaporated whole milk._..__ ... . _. Ib. Jan, 164,200 152,800 164,000 167,468

Livestock Slaughter (000)

Cattle Jan, 75 70 65 53 2,256 2,113 2,084 1,686

Jan, 144 148 128 108 968 992 a71 790

Jan, 11 11 17 14 1,492 1,309 1,376 1,246

Jan. 320 367 287 321 8,060 8,639 6,850 7,424

Mar, 1 1,852 2,188 5,366 98,002 131,604 314,568 155,749

Mar. 1 l50 162 147,584 109,297 437,012 460,336 470,002 267 1406

Mar. 1 7,976 7376 9,704 9,641

Mar. 1].. 19,001 20,034 10,946 17, 1535

Mar, 1 463,988 496,746 499,742 204,582

Mar, 1 186,776 214,723 211,258 237.194

Mar, 1 308 209 258 348

Mar. 1 1,658 1,912 2,025 3,006

Wisconsin Feed Price Changes’® Economic Indicators—United States

S-yr Seyr.
Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for Ttem Unit [ Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | month year month month! | month year month

Grain & concentrates fed per cow? .| Ib, Feb. 215 224 197 202 1947-1949—100 percent

Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production, adj.5 ... _. pet. | Jan. 144 144 132 120
perdaIm. L e 5 Mar. 1 | 158 1567 146 138
per cow in herd. ... | b Mar. 1 7.48 7.36 .11 7.29 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.5_ . ____ pet. | Jan. 103 101 92
perewt.of milk______________. ; Mar.1 | 30.38 | 31.53 | 30.84 | 32.38

Wholesale Pricess ... .___..._.| pet. | Dec. 111 1m 151 ] et S

Cost 1000 pounds
of dairy ration__.._.___.._____ $ Feb, 22.30 | 22.39 | 26.16 | 28.02 || Cost of Living5................ pet. | Dec. 115 115 7 SIS
of poultry ration......_.._.._. $ Feb. 23.35 | 23.00 | 26.57 | 20.26

Personal Income+*

Pounds ration to equal value Non-agricultural. ... ... . _ pet. | Jan. 497 471 462 424
of 100 Ibs. milk. .............. Ib. Feb. 146 149 123 131 Agricultural. .. ... __.._._____| pet. | Jan, 228 216 246 300
of 10.dos, egRB.cemmenenenncnn- Ib. Feb, 157 184 136 120

Factory Employment, adj.5..._._| pet. | Jan, 108 108 108 |iuinia

Im(ieg of wholesale feed prices, Feb 5 sii " (Phlmlary.

=l DL g b1 P N en,
) 1910-14=100) pet. 185 183 b 2Prepared by Wisconsin Crop Reportin, dg Service, based on reporters’ data,
Wholesale feed costs per ton, 3Computed from quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the ‘month in herds of
f.0.b, Madison Wmconm.n dairy correspondents times number of days in month.
.............. § | Feb. 44,00 | 42.50 | 48.50 | 54.03 [[*U.8.D b of C Commem- 194749 base,
Linseed meal § | Feb. | 50.25| 65.00 | 74.90 [ 77.60 SFadenal Board.
Corn gluten meal. ] Feb, 68.50 | 66.20 | 73.00 | 84,90
ankage........ $ Feb. 72.00 | 72.90 | 93.15 | 116.23
Middlings. . $ Feb, 43,90 | 42.30 | 49.00 | 55.04
ybean meal $ Feb, 63.40 | 64.85| 70.10 | 83.16
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Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers for Farm Products'

LIVESTOCK, MILK, POULTRY, AND WOOL GRAINS SEEDS HAY (Baled)? g;lgll’;g
i i
Year ] #
L] " s "
E H ] ! "
st 38 1|1 3o gol 42 el dal et 2] alaal 2] Lol 3 PEAER T ‘szizix i
AFHEAR IEHE HE HET e-lg 33 §4) 24| 12 g 25 |3 i
£°13%3° |8 |8 3 A% | (8|8 §%3% 3 ) el [ 2 if |3
5 ] 3 $ s $ $ [cts. | cts. | cts. | cts. | cts. |cts.| cts. | cts. | cts. | cts. $ $ $ $ H H cts, | §
1910-14. .. 7.35| 4.90| 7.23) 53.65| 1.26| 4.25| 6.01] 20.1] 11.2 21.3 90.9| 50.5(30.0| 69.2| 69.1( 72.0[171.1| &.83) | . 1B.7Y......|eee-.. 50.7| 1.12
1915-19. . 12.36| 7.32( 11.15) 79.55| 2.06| 7.81| 11.09| 44.2 16.7) 32.8(170.1(117.6/58.6| 99.2|135.8(127.5(275.5 11 ) | [N 3.47] 15.11| 20.54...__. 98.4| 1.40
1920-24_._ . 8.62| 5.24[ 8.80| 69.10| 1.95( 5.48| 10.30| 32.0| 19.4 33.5/132.1( 85.6(49.0( 74.3| 97.4(105.8(230.1| 13.63| 3.54| 16.44| 22.88| _ 101.3) 1,96
1925-29 ___ 10.07) 6.79| 10.88) 89.25( 2.02| 6.04| 12.18| 36.6| 20 5 31.0{126.6( 89.1/45.5( 72.5| 91.4| 87.6/212.6| 16.30 17.22) 2.67( 13.35| 18.66| 13.32| 99.3| 1.61
1930-34 5.10| 3.95( 6.00{ 50.30| 1.15| 2.60| 6.11] 18.5 12.4 18.0 73.8] 54.3(31.7| 51.7| 40.2| 61.4]144.6! 8 45 10.92) 2.74) . . |......)-..... 60.7( 1.23
1935. 8.57) 5.21| 7.05| 58.40| 1.32( 3.10] 7.20| 21.7 14.3| 23.9| 04.0| 74.2(37.8| 73.0| 51.8| 57.2 142.7| 0.82| 12.86| 4.85| 14.73| 15.85| 13.48| 336 1.10
1936.._.| 9.12( 5.18| 7.18| 68.25| 1.51| 3.22| 8.10| 27.8 15.2| 22.8(103.4| 81.2/35.9| 81.7| 63.8| 65.6(1568.8 11.18( 12.00] 2.02| 10.92| 11.59 9.41| 89.7] 1.15
1937....) 9.52| 6.15| 8.23( 72.60| 1.59( 3.53| 8 .80 31.9) 15.3| 21.2|115.8/101.1|44.2| 83.2| 85.7| 01.6/181.2 17.54( 17.88| 2.11| 13.24| 14,45 11.77| 79.7| 1.31
1938__ 7.62| 5.62( 7.08( 70.50( 1.28| 2.78] 7.12| 20.8 14.9) 20.7| 76.6( 54.2{28.7| 56.2| 50.7| 65.0(163.8 14.47 15.98( 1.40( 10.34 11.02| 8.92| 46.0| 1.02
1939.___) 6.25| 5.08| 8,25 70.60( 1.22( 2.73 7.58| 24.2( 13.1{ 17.1) 71.1| 49.0/30.5| 51.9] 43.1 52.4/1564.9| 0.01| 13.91( 1.58| 9.20( 11.62] 7.40 52.8) 1.03
1940___.| 5.19| 6.25| 8.49| 73.65( 1.38] 2.75 7.93| 30.5( 13,5 17.8 80.9| 57.7/34.1| 49,6 48.5) 40.8/153.7| 7.48| 11.58| 1.75| 9.29| 11.64| 7.48 56.5| 1.01
1941____| 8.96 7.46| 10.14| 87.10| 1.83/ 3.40 8.04| 37.7| 15.6( 23.6| 89.0| 64.2(37.2| 56.2 53.4| 51.0{159.8| 6.08| 12.31| 1.02| 9.55| 11.00| 7.97) 51.8| .08
1942____| 12.93( 0.19( 12.37(110.50| 2.11/ 4.62 11.47) 40.6( 18.9| 30.3| 97.6/ 80.5/50.1| 83.1 03.8) 82.2(216.2( 10,31] 17.70| 2.51| 11.48| 13.41 9. 98.4| 1.38
1943 __ | 13.60( 10.25| 13.37|138.60| 2.60| 5.38 12,89| 43.2| 23.0| 37.0(112.1|{103.1)66.4]102.8| 84.9[119 3 257.6] 15.18( 22.75| 2.23| 12.82| 15.71] 10.40( 151.2 2.10
1944 13.07( 9.22| 12.62(134.85| 2.69 5.40| 12.64| 43.0( 23.0| 32.4[134.0[111.2 74.3(122.1(106.1{118.6(279.1| 18.02| 21.12| 2.48| 17.61 21.00( 15.17| 135.4| 2.80
1945____| 13.82( 10.51| 13.32(136.00| 2.67| 5.01 13.06| 45.6| 25.4( 37.1/143.8/109.2(67.5/117.0[110.1 08.31281.1| 18.26( 20.88| 2.64| 18.56| 22.03 16.29( 168.3( 3.24
1946 ) 17.22| 11.09| 14,60(155.25| 3.61| 7.12 15.92 47.0| 27.4| 36.8(180.8|143.9/76.8/138.2/173 4 148.0(377.9( 10.72| 22.62| 2.92| 17.91| 21.45| 15.20 137.5| 3.72
1947__ | 24.15| 15.58( 21.30(178.60| 3.62| 7.48] 20 13 43.7| 27.5| 44.8|235.0(185.0(94.2/188.8(241.0/170.6/644 6 27.88( 27.06| 2.94| 23.32( 26.62| 21.18| 143.3] 2.96
= 5 .40] 25.21|228.85| 4.22| 8.00( 21.85| 44,1 31.6| 45.6[221.2(191 4 04.0(182,8(180.3(166.3(588.8( 20.34| 27.74| 4.05| 25.28| 27.89 21.12) 169.6) 2.67
B 24.32|215.25) 3.11| 8.60| 21.53( 43.8( 27.3| 43.5 103.6/115.7|66.9|127,5/125.3(100.6|422. 5| 25.11 20.91| 8.54| 24.65| 26.30| 24.32| 147.5) 2.22
¥ 26.81(232.40| 3.15| 9.96| 23.78| 56.5| 25.2( 35.1 196.11129.0/75.1/131,6{124.,0(103.0(334.9| 24.21 30.68| 8.98| 22.18) 23.09| 21.38| 136.7| 1.98
.05 32.86/290.40/ 3.85/15.13| 20.72| 89,7| 27.6| 46.5(209.9 165.2/84.2/133.6/162.8/123.3(376.7| 19.12] 34.10 4.75( 19.21] 20 10{ 18.22( 122.9| 2.21
-621 28.00/280.00( 4.08| 9.30| 23.56( 50.2| 26.0| 39.9/206.8(162.6 82.3/137.5/163.5/137.4/379.8| 19.30| 30.31| 5.11| 17,52 18 42( 16.46| 261.2) 2.42
A .05(214.60| 3.56| 6.03) 18.82| 48,2 25.3( 46.2{191.0| 140.1175.0/127.3(128,3/116.2|338.8| 16.02| 18.71| 5.08 18.62| 10.85| 17.14| 144.6| 3.10
5 17.86(172,10] 3.22| 4.72| 18.12| 48.6] 21.6| 34.4 187.6/141.7)74.7|117,5/105.5 88.2[323.3| 19.20 10.94) 6,25 19.82| 20 18.42( 120.0/ 3.10
{ .80(175 3.50) 5.20| 17.50( 48 | 24.1/ 41.0[188 |139 (76 123 1105 | 88 (340 | 16.26| 16.80| 5.36 21.50( 22.90 19.70{ 110 | 3.10
I 20.20(175 3.39) 5.40| 17.80( 48 | 23.9| 41.5/186 [138 |76 121 (103 | 92 (335 | 16.62| 18.00| 5.54] 21.10] 2 60) 19.30( 95 | 3.10
N 19.40(175 3.32| 5.90| 10.70| 47 | 24.7| 36.4/190 [140 |77 118 1107 | 86 (345 16.08) 18.54| 5.54| 21.00| 22.30| 19.30] 85 | 3.15
i 19,10(175 3.07| 5.70| 20.70) 48 | 24.5| 33.4/102 [141 ri e |} 83 (340 17.10{ 18.90( 5.62| 21.00| 22.30| 19.30| 85 | 3.15
. 18.60(175 2,96/ 5.20| 20.20( 49 | 23.4/ 30.4[100 |141 76 (119 (94 |84 (350 | 17.70| 19.80 5.62| 20.10 21,20 18.90, %0 | 3.15
% 18.30/180 2.96/ 5.30| 18.80| 50 | 22.3( 30.2(185 (145 |76 |112 96 | B6 (340 | 17,40 18.00( 5.18| 19,10| 20.00| 17.90| 115 3.35
¢ 17.60(175 3.08( 4.30| 17.40| 50 | 23.6| 33.3/180 (145 (73 [102 08 (B9 |310 | 15.00( 16.80| 4.72| 17.50| 18.40| 16.50| 160 | 3.35
¥ 17.30|170 3.18 3.90| 17.80] 50 | 22.0( 36.8/183 [148 60 (112 |100 [ 81 |300 | 15.60| 16.80| 6.12| 18.20 19.20] 17.00) 195 | 3.35
H 16.80]170 3.35) 3.00) 17.60| 49 | 18.4| 34.6/180 [1490 |71 118 [113 [ 81 310 | 17.10| 18.00| 7.11| 19.20 20.30) 18.00( 150 | 3.35
' 16.00/170 3.47| 3.00 16.90| 48 | 17,3 34.6/186 |148 |73 122 (118 | 81 [305 | 22.74) 24.84| 7.38| 19.30| 20.30 18.00( 115 | 2,60
i 15,50/165 3.43] 4.00| 16.70( 48 18.8] 34.2/1188 135 |75 (120 |119 | 93 |300 28,32 501 8.10] 19.10| 20.00| 18.20| 1 2.80
f 14.70(160 3.34| 4.00( 16.40| 48 16.8] 27.0(194 |131 123|115 4 1306 | 20.52( 27,30/ 8.68| 20.80| 22.00| 19.00| 115 | 2.80
i 17.60(170.00( 3.24| 4.35| 17.19) 43.6| 21.6] 37.0(183.7/126 4/66.6(113.8/101.5/117.0|287.7| 24.34| 21.88| 6.54 18.95( 10.60| 17.06| 138.3) 2.75
S 18.10|160 3.26) 4.30/ 17.40| 48 | 19.6| 26.8|189 124 (120 |116 (300 | 31.20| 27.12| 0.18| 21.70 22.90| 10.90 115 | 2.90
K 19.30/165 3.21f 5.30 18.40/ 48 | 22.4[ 36.2/190 [132 76 (123 (112 [116 (300 | 31.50| 27.48| 9.00 20.80| 21.40] 20.20| 120 | 3.00
i 16.50(165 3.15/ 5.40| 18.80( 47 | 22.8 38,8/186 (130 |74 (118 105 (114 (287 | 30.60| 27.48| 9.45| 20.30| 20.90 19.70) 125 | 3.00
. 17.50(170 3.10( 5.00| 18.20( 45 | 23.7| 34.0{186 [132 |73 120 (106 |114 (287 | 30.36) 28.20{ 9.18| 19.70] 20.30 19.10{ 190 | 2.90
5 18.50/|175 3.07| 4.50| 17.00( 45 | 23.2| 31.2[1904 [134 |73 120 (103 120 300 | 29.10/ 27.60/ 9.00| 19.90| 20.50 19.10] 2.90
“ 18.00)180 3.07( 4.10( 18.50| 44 | 24.4] 31.5/185 [134 |72 116|103 [120 [300 | 25.80| 27.60| 7.20| 18.60 18.60] 19.00| 205 | 2.90
4 18.00/180 3.13) 4.10] 17.10] 43 | 24.8| 32.4/182 |[134 |65 114 | 96 120 (205 | 24.00| 24.60( 6.75| 17.50| 18.10| 16.70 170 | 2,90
' 18301175 3.271 4.10) 17.00] 42 | 22.2| 36.7(174 [127 |55 |106 92 1115 (280 | 21.00| 15.00( 3.69| 17.20( 18.00| 15.90 120 | 3.00
¥ 18.20(170 3.45| 3.00( 16.50| 41 21.5) 43.1(175 123 (54 |106 | 93 111 |[272 16.20| 14.40( 3.64| 17.20| 18,00/ 15.90| 105 | 3.00
i 17.80(170 3.58| 3.80( 16.50( 40 | 18.8| 44.6/179 [118 |58 108 | 95 |110 (273 17.88| 15.24( 3.60) 17.40| 18.50| 15.80| 100 | 2.00
Nov...| 11.70] 9.70| 15.20/165 3.55) 3.70| 15.40 40 | 18.7| 44.2/183 (105 |60 100 | 94 |117 |[278 17.28| 13.86( 3.87| 18.50| 19.60| 16.80| 100 | 2.25
“?Gnac. 10.30) 9.70( 16.00(165 3.43| 4.00| 15.50( 40 | 17.7| 44.0{181 [113 |62 110|100 (131 |[280 17.10] 13.92( 3.87| 18.60| 19.50| 17.40| 110 | 2.25
Jan. __| 10.80| 10.10/ 18.00[170 3.34| 3.80| 16.40( 39 | 20.9| 42.3[185 (114 |62 110 |100 (150 (288 | 17.16 13.92| 3.82| 17.60 A8.50| 16.50| 130 | 2.25
Feb.._| 12.00| 10.80| 17.80{175 3.25| 4.10( 18.00| 38 | 21.2| 36.6/183 (117 [62 (110 100|150 (300 | 18.84| 15,60 4.32| 18.20|19.10{ 17.00] 130 2.50

! All prices based on reports of Wisconsin price correspondents on the 15th of each month. Annual prices, except milk, are straight avel of monthly data. For monthly data see
Current Trends table of the Wisconsin Crop and Livestock Reporter. 2Prices for all hay prior to 1932 are for loose hay. Prices for alfalfa hay prior to 1939 and clover and timothy
hay prior to 1949 are also for loose hay. 2Prices preliminary,
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April Crop Report
Spring work is off with a
slow start in Wisconsin as
well as most areas of the
nation. March was a month
of below normal tempera-
tures but above normal pre-
cipitation, according to
available weather reports
for Wisconsin.
Milk Production
Milk production in the
state and nation during the
first three months of this
year was at an all-time
high for the period. March
milk production in Wiscon-
sin was up 6 percent and it
increased 5 percent in the
nation compared with a
year ago.
Egg Production
Wisconsin farm flocks are
larger and the rate of lay-
ing is higher than reported
for a year ago. Increases
over March last year of 2
percent for Wisconsin and
1 percent for the nation are
shown in the egg produc-
tion estimates.
Prices Farmers Receive and Pay
The index of prices re-
ceived by Wisconsin farmers
in March was 3 percent be-
low a year ago. Milk prices
showed an increase of 1
percent but this was more
than offset by decreases in
other farm products.
Current Trends
Butter and cheese pro-
duction in the nation so far
this year is above the first
part of 1955, Cold storage
stocks of butter are much
below a year ago and some
decline is shown for hold-
ings of cheese in the nation.
Special ltems
1956 Livestock Numbers
By Wisconsin Counties
Farm Wages Higher
This Spring

PRING got a cold and wet wel-

come in Wisconsin this year.
March tem(Peratures averaged below
normal and precipitation was above
normal. Except for the official an-
nouncement of spring by the Weather
Bureau, one found little change from
late winter weather as March ended.

The state had a moisture deficiency
in the first two months of this year.
But the above normal precipitation
in March did much to bring moisture
up to normal for this year in most
areas of the state except the extreme
southwest. The late snows were ex-
tremely beneficial to crop conditions
in southern Wisconsin.

Spring plowing got underway
slowly this year. There was still frost
in the ground in most places in the
first week of April, and little field
work was accomplished in the second
week of the month.

Rye and Pasture Conditions, April 1

Wisconsin United States
Crop 10-yr. 10-yr.
1956 | 1955 | av. || 1956 | 1955 | av.
1945- 1945-
54 54
% % % % % %
Rye........ 94 90 90 82 83 86
Pasture..__| 91 2 88 73 75 82

Reports from Wisconsin farmers
and others working in agrieulture
indicate that vegetation probably has
wintered better than usual. Losses of
winter grains and hay probably will
be small this year. From crop cor-
respondents’ reports, it is estimated
that the state’s rye and pasture
conditions are above average. This
condition of rye is reported at 94
percent of normal and the condition
of pasture at 91 percent.

Winter Wheat Production

Thousands of bushels 1956 as a
percent of
Indi- 10-yr. 10-yr.
cated | 1955 |average|| 1955 |average
1956 1945-54 1945-54
Wisconsin_ ... 576 636 723)| 90.6| 79.7

United States. .. (716,477|705,372(872,635|(101.6| 82.1

Corn Supply Smaller

Wisconsin’s supply of corn on
farms is estimated at nearly 36%
million bushels, These farm stocks
are 29 percent below the April 1

Weather Summary, March 1956

Temperature Precipitation
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches

i 3o

=.§ | =d

Station = 3 g 55 E

% j s g - g| E&T

@ = - =l 2 ®

e = S| & 5| £38

° | 2| Z =| Z| <38

Duluth. .. .. —14 | 49 |21.0/24.6| 1.35| 1.54|— .57

Spooner._. |17 | 49 |23.5/26.4|| 1.14| 1.46|— 1.57

Park Falls__|—10 51 |22,9/24.0(| 0.94| 1.62|— 2.43

Rhinelander|—15 47 123.6/24.8(| 1.00| 1.35|— 1.77

Wausau_.__|— 6 | 49 [25.7(28.2 3.04| 1.64|+ 0 22

Marinette..|— 2 | 54 [27.8(30.5(| 1.71| 1.77|— 1 89

Escanaba__|-— 2 | 49 (23.3/26.2|| 1.40| 1.78|— 1.81

Minneapolis| — 8 | 56 |25.9/30.9(| 1.62| 1.48|— o 87

Eau Claire..|— 6 51 |126.0(30.1{ 2.51| 1.82|— 0.93

La Crosse..|— 8 | 51 (26.1(31.6|| 3.64| 1.86|+ 0.34

Hancock...|—14 51 [23.3/29.5(| 1.64| 1.56|]— 1.22

Oshkosh...[— 2 | 48 [25.2(30.8|| 2.18| 1.66|— 1.00

GreenBay..[— 5 47 124.0/28.5|! 1.86] 1.76|— 1.44

Manitowoc . 6 | 49 129.3(30.7|( 3.38| 2.09|— 0.97

Dllbl.lqll.-.. 9 59 |31.2|33.3(| 0.89| 2.25|— 2.35

Madison. . . 3 58 130.0(32.5|| 2.53| 1.83 0.36

Beloit__.___[ 12 60 |34.4/34.8)) 0.79) 2.18|— 3.7
Milwaukee

(airport)..| 14 54 (31.4/33.3(| 2.36| 2.19 0.68

Average for| |3 = o

18 Stations|—3.6 [51.8(26.4/29.5|| 1 89 1.77|— 1.28

holdings last year but 17 percent
above average for this time of year.
Smaller stocks than a year ago are
also estimated for barley, wheat, and
soybeans.

Holdings of oats by Wisconsin
farmers on April 1 were estimated
at nearly 57 million bushels or 18
percent above a year ago and 14 per-
cent above average. Rye stocks of
only 176,000 bushels were 3 percent
above last year,

Supplies of feed grains on farms in
the nation on April 1 are plentiful
and generally well distributed by
areas. Stocks of corn are 4 percent
above a year ago, and the record
April 1 stocks of oats are 7 percent
larger. Wheat stocks on farms were
3 percent larger than a year ago and
there is about the same quantity of
barley. The barley stocks are the sec-
ond largest since 1943,

United States Crop Prospects

There were some rather shar
changes in the weather during Marcg
for the nation as a whole, And re-
ports from farmers in most areas
indicated that spring was arriving
late. Even so, farm work and crop
affairs made some progress in March.

Reverses in crop prospects because
of March weather may be as severe
as they were last year. Although in
some areas crops were off with a poor
start early in the season last year,
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Wisconsin Livestock Numbers, 1956* — Milk and Egg Production, 1955*
Milk cows Milk production, 1955
All and heifers |  Horses All Stock Egg pro- "
County cattle 2 years old | and mules hogs sheep! Chickens | duction, 1955| Producing | Production Total milk
and over (000 omitted) cows per cow production
Head Head Head Head Head Head Number Head Cwt. Pounds
104,300 63,200 1,700 11,200 2,400 144,000 24,148 56,100 75 420,750,000
23,800 12,900 400 500 1,400 37,100 7,040 11,500 66 76,900,000
231200 12,200 500 2,700 1,400 67,100 131284 800 | 65 '200.000
097,400 59,700 2,100 13,500 2,900 223,800 36,132 52,700 71 374,170,000
18,500 10,500 400 900 1,700 39,700 6,614 9,300 71 66,030,
92,100 49,200 1,800 17,100 6,500 245,000 40,260 43,900 72 316,080,000
46,600 28,000 800 1,900 1,400 56,600 ,306 25,000 685 62,500,
13,700 8,000 400 1,300 17,100 3,726 70100 | 62 44,020
22,800 12,500 600 2,500 1,400 4200 6,600 11,100 63 60,930,000
Northwest District.... ... ... .. _ 442 400 256,200 8,700 50,800 20,400 864,600 147,110 227,500 70.3 1,599 580,000
T e R L 14,700 8,600 400 400 300 20,900 3,572 700 | 63 48,510,
Lo A e S R el 127,200 80,800 2,800 13,600 3,800 213,400 40,145 72,100 n 511,910,000
o R (N NN 3,800 2,200 100 100 200 7,200 1,185 ,000 64 12,800,
(T e R Y T 34,500 211600 600 2,200 700 00,700 9.335 19200 | 65 124,800,000
Marathon..... ... .__...__. 158,000 100,400 3,200 16,100 3,700 274,800 48,143 89,500 70 626,500,000
4,600 2,600 200 400 200 18,300 3,574 2,300 59 13,570,000
A 27,800 17,400 800 900 800 33,600 6,232 15,500 61 94,550,000
1,800 39,100 1,400 2,700 1,900 70,500 13,230 34,900 67 233,830,000
¥ 1,500 800 100 700 300 5,100 958 700 58 4,060,000
North Distriet._.____ AL s 433,900 273,500 9,600 37,100 11,900 704,500 126,374 243,900 68.5 1,670,530,000
Florence. . . 5,600 3,200 100 200 500 13,000 1,644 2,800 63 17,640,000
Forest. .. 8,300 4,700 400 500 700 14,700 2,496 4,100 62 25,420,000
Langlade. 32,400 20,200 600 1,800 500 , 600 7,216 17,800 65 115,700,000
Marivette. _ 41,800 24,700 700 6,000 1,500 99,600 15,472 21,900 66 144,540,000
Oconto..... ... 64,600 41,600 1,100 11,300 1,800 131,300 21,826 36,700 72 264,240,000
Bhawano................ 92,600 59,700 1,700 16,600 1,900 218,500 38,078 52,400 75 303,000,000
Northeast District. 245,300 154,100 4,600 36,400 6,900 527,700 87,532 135,700 70.8 960,540,000
BuBe:. o 58,100 31,500 1,600 48,200 4,200 219,700 39,698 28,000 70 196,000,000
unn._..... 86,300 50,500 2,400 37,600 £,300 | 334,400 57,007 000 72 324,000,000
Eau Claire. . 47,400 27,600 1,800 10,400 1,900 177,400 31,206 24,600 64 157,440,000
Jackson..._ . 46,800 26,700 1,300 16,300 3,000 214,500 41,502 23,700 68 161,160,000
La Crosse. 49,700 20,100 1,500 22,400 2,200 191,900 33,868 25,700 66 169,620,000
DO e i 83,000 49,400 2,300 15,100 2,000 282,600 50,768 44,100 65 286,650,000
e e et L R 18,600 11,100 600 13,900 1,800 144,300 20,859 9,900 62 61,380,
Ly P 73,000 37,700 1,300 43,300 8,700 374,300 70,101 33,600 64 215,040,
8t.Croix................ 5l 91,300 49,300 1,800 ,800 5,800 271,600 46,661 44,200 75 331,500,
Trempealeau. ... .. _.oecoeeenune 78,200 42,300 2,000 38,200 5,000 437,700 7,796 37,700 73 275,210,000
West Distriict. ... . ... _____ 632,400 355,200 17,500 273,200 42,700 | 2,648,400 478,646 316,500 68.8 2,178,000,000
15,800 8,100 400 5,900 900 87,500 15,131 7,200 64 6,080,000
39,200 21,400 700 36,700 4,000 152,500 6,435 18,800 75 141,000,000
47,900 21,200 1,200 14,100 1,900 153,700 24,933 18,900 62 7,180,000
22,100 11,800 800 13,700 3,100 119,500 21,810 10,500 63 , 150,000
47,900 29,000 1,300 11,100 1,100 155,000 24,766 25,600 67 171,520,000
80,000 49,800 1,400 18, 1,700 224,200 36,840 43,800 70 ,600,000
34,900 20,300 700 13,100 800 177,000 30,260 18,000 71 127,800,000
S A i 63,400 38,100 1,500 6, 1,900 111,300 18,844 33,500 68 227,800,000
Central District. ... .. . ... 341,200 199,700 8,000 119,100 15,400 | 1,181,600 199,019 176,300 68.3 1,204,130,000
L N e S ey 81,600 51,300 1,000 10,400 1,000 157,300 26,634 45,100 74 333,740,000
Calumet, 53,500 33,800 700 10,500 800 146,200 25,327 29,700 82 243,540,000
Door......... 35,400 21,800 700 6,300 500 117,200 18,680 1300 76 144,750,000
Fond du Lae 112,400 68,800 1,200 58,800 4,000 352,900 58,274 61,400 80 401,200,000
Kewaunee_.._....... ,600 31,300 800 12,200 400 1,500 28,240 27,700 74 204,980,000
Manitowoe. .. . ... 88,600 55,200 1,500 15,700 800 272,200 6,388 49,200 75 360,000,000
Outagamic_..._... 100,300 63,100 1,300 25,400 2,000 | 248,200 30,894 85,700 | 77 428800000
Sheboygan............. ,400 47,600 1,500 17,200 1,500 326,200 58,226 42,200 80 337,600,000
Winnebago. ........ 62,500 37,7 800 26,100 2,500 218,800 33,619 33,100 82 271,420,000
EastDistrict.... .| 659,300 | 410,600 9,500 | 183,000 | 13,500 | 2,008,500 | 335,282 | 363,400 | 77.7 | 2,825,120,000
53,100 30,700 1,300 41,300 3,300 141,800 20,930 27,400 57 156,180,000
143,500 75,800 2,600 172,800 11,300 434,000 75,680 67,300 59 397,070,000
104,900 57,400 1,800 ,600 6,600 172,700 32,161 50,700 64 4480,
94,300 53,500 1,200 110,000 5,400 ,000 35,188 47,700 70 333,900,
68,100 43,200 1,600 , 600 5,600 141,200 24,064 38,300 62 237,460,000
92,300 52,200 1,800 51,500 4,100 420,900 67,773 46,300 68 ,840,
102,300 63,400 2,100 23,100 4,500 - 43,6056 56,600 61 345,260,000
658,500 376,200 12,500 503,800 40,800 | 1,792,200 299,410 334,300 63.1 2,109,190,000
78,100 38,000 1,300 ,800 9,600 360,700 59,474 33,700 75 252,750,000
164,900 102,000 2,100 161,100 7,700 666,300 111,150 ,900 71 699,930,000
Dodge. . 136,300 84,100 1,900 ,400 3,900 , 100 94,214 74,600 80 596,800,000
(815 .« Tl R ST 92,300 59,700 1,000 97,700 3,500 229,700 ,653 4300 78 415,740,000
Jefferson._......_. 81,000 40,800 1,500 26,700 2,200 385,700 66,434 44,000 80 352,000,000
Rookico. = cin ity 101,400 ,700 1,400 92,000 8,700 393,000 69,101 49,200 76 373,920,000
South District................... 654,000 389,300 9,200 530,400 35,600 | 2,594,500 443,026 345,700 77.8 2,691,140,000
Kenoshn..........‘. .............. 31,700 18,300 400 12,800 2,300 147,100 22,049 16,200 79 127,980,000
Milwaukee. .. ... .. .oooo.... ,100 4,300 200 3,200 500 ,000 458 3,800 75 28,500,
s R O O e 31,400 18,300 400 7,400 1,400 127,200 22,185 16,100 5 120,750,000
R A SRR R 34,400 ,100 400 16,800 2,300 210,800 33,146 17,900 80 143,200,000
Walworth. 82,100 49,800 1,100 30,700 7,600 259,400 207 44,200 80 353,600,000
Washingtol 60,700 37,100 800 14,900 1,100 13,500 40,864 82,700 78 255,060,000
Waukesha.. . 69,600 41,300 1,100 11,400 3,600 ) 87,702 ,800 76 279,680,000
Southeast District._.____.____ . .. 317,000 189,200 4,400 97,200 18,800 | 1,256,000 211,601 167,700 78.0 1,308,770,000
e e e L 4,384,000 | 2,604,000 84,000 | 1,831,000 206,000 | 13,578,000 | 2,328,000 | 2,311,000 71.6 16,547,000, 000
*Preliminary estimates.

18heep and lambs on feed are not included.
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Current Trends

WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date e
S-yr. av. S-yr. av.
This month! | Last month Last year for month || This month! | Last month | Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
Mar, 3.20 3.20 3.15 3.569 3.96 4.14 3.92
Mar. 3.55 3.65 3.35 3.88 s T [ENPRLE e ST 1
Mar, 3.05 3.10 3.04 3.45 3.17 3.22 3.12
Mar, 180, 175. 165. 244, 5 148. 146.
Mur. 11.80 12,00 15.60 19.56 12,30 12.00 15.40
Mar. 11.20 10.80 11,60 18.72 14.40 14.00 16.70
Mar. 17,00 17.80 16.50 25,76 16,70 17.00 17.40
Mar. 18.00 18.00 18,80 24.06 18.10 17.70 19.80
Mar, .38 38 AT W61 390 402 490
Mar. .209 212 223 .278 216 210 278
Mar. 474 366 388 366 .396 402 397
Mar. 1.18 1.17 1.30 1.43 1.20 1.18 1.36
Mar. 2 62 .14 5 618 619 37
Mar. 1.13 1.10 1.18 1.30 025 915 1.08
Mar. 1.35 1.50 1.14 1.16 1,32 1.34 1.14 e
Mar. 17.10 15.60 27.48 28.89 12,90 13.02 21,18 L
Mar. 18.96 18.84 30. § 18.84 18.90 30.72 s
Mar. 1.55 1.30 1.25 1.46 1.34 1.14 1.20
Mar. 18.40 19,10 20.90 21,22 22.20 22.50 24.40
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 = 100
pet. Mar 225 227 231 277 230 226 243 272
pet. Mar. 224 226 231 282 221 220 243 202
pet. Mar. 247 254 244 2 250 256 248 273
pet. Mar 194 195 223 316 221 215 260 345
pet Mar. 191 194 201 246 } 187 188 199 197
pet. Mar. 175 171 182 172
pet. Mar. 198 192 203 208 239 231 243 250
pet. Mar. 163 16 178 193 174 173 108 213
pet Mar 195 19 244 210 211 212 204 199
pet. Mar. 281 279 287 279 261 259 265 263
pet. Mar. 80 81 80 99 88 87 92 103
Agricultural Production and Marketing
Milk production (000,000). ... ... . _ 1b. Mar. 1,580 1,410 1,490 1,386 11,024 9,582 10,486 9,888
Egg production (000,000).. .. --| no. Mar. m 209 218 T, == ) 5,770 5,134 5.735 By Nl A
Layers on farms (000)....... .-| head | Mar. 12,416 12,746 12,364 314,871 323,742 318,560
per 100 layers. .. -| no. Mar. 1,780 1,641 ol ICCLLERIENOCEn 1,832 1,586 1,800
Cows in herd freshening. pet. Mar. 9.27 B.04 9.901 1l T | DS R e P A i
Calves born to be raigg el -| pet. Mar. 36.69 33.61 35.79 oy B S SR e
Dmry Production (000)
e | I .3 Feb. 19,255 19,365 16,067 13,067 111,600 113,260 103,835 95 361
3 5 31,640 29,560 6,345 65,250 63,010 mﬂ
casmsmamshakle = = 127,050 124,900 105,600 ll 585
1,150 1,200 1,350 1,280
171,500 164,200 174,800 ITU.‘ZBT
47 1,999 2,256 1,803 1,439
124 100 046 068 898 734
13 11 1,318 1.492 1,207 1,087
243 231 7,117 8,060 5,825 5,087
% 2,276 1,852 5,275 3,483 87,864 97,907 311,462 166,135
Apr. 1 151,106 150,162 113,963 93,196 430,320 438,200 462,940 270,970
Apr. 1 7,311 7,505 9,778 9,521
Apr. 1 19,026 18,683 20,711 16,756
Apr. 1 456,057 464,397 493,433 207,256
Apr. 1 154,804 188,351 162,472 195,983
Apr. 312 306 479 640
Apr. 1 2,121 1,681 2,834 4,634
. . . 3 . s .
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes Economic Indicators—United States
S-yr. S-yr.
Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | menth | year | month month! | month | year | month
Grain & concentrates fed per cow3 _| Ib. Mar. 235 215 225 230
! 1947-49=100 percent
Grain and concentrates fed !
PN i ssseensooniasing .| Apr. 1| 163 158 153 141 Industrial Production, adj.5_____ pet. | Feb, 143 143 133 120
per cow in herd. i Apr. 1 7.67 7.48 7.39 7.53
perewt afnillk... - oeeoreennn . | Apr. 1 20.63 | 30.38 [ 30.44 | 31.04 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.5.. ...| pet. | Feb. 100 103 B ssisisss
Cost 1000 pounds Wholesale Prices5........_...._| pet. | Jan, 112 111 110 109
of dalry T8 ... eeve e $ | Mar | 22.30| 2230 | 25.37| 28.20 P
of poultry ration. ...._....._.. $ Mar. 23.66 ( 23.35 | 26.11 | 20.60 || Cost of Living®......__..___.__| pet. | Jan. 115 115 114 110
Pounds ration to equal value Personal Income#
of 100 Ibs. milk. . - b. | Mar. [ 143 148 124 127 Non T e pet. | Feb, 404 498 459 422
of 10 doz. eggs. - .| Mar, | 158 157 149 124 Agneuitural ................. pet. | Feb, 220 220 238 278
Index of wholesale feed prices, Factory Employment, adj.5.__._.| pet. | Feb. 107 108 1 [ B R
(1010-14=100) . .. ... pet. | Mar. | 185 | 185 | 207 [ 228 gl ‘ L
lesale 1 Preliminary,
n,
P? b, Madise fwd O W e 2Prepared by Wisconsin Crop Reporting Serwce, based on reporters’ data
Bran $ Mar. 45.00 | 44.00 | 48.50 | 57.63 3Comw\‘.ed !'rom quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of
Linseed meal. ... $ Mar. 556.90 | 59.25 | 70.20 | 76.04 correspondents times number of days in month,
Corn gluten meal $ Mar, 67.50 | 68.50 | 68.80 | B85.28 “U S DaE: ol' Commetce. 1936-39 base.
'ankage $ Mar. 74,15 | 72.90 | 90.90 | 115.43 || SFederal
Middlings $ Mar, 44,40 ( 43.90 | 49.70 | 58,39
ybean $ Mar, 61,05 | 63.40 1 75.351 85.13
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final harvests reached a new high in
over-all yield per acre. Weather con-
ditions during the rest of the crop
season will have a greater influence
on production than present conditions.

Record Milk Production
For First Three Months

Wisconsin milk production on farms
in the first quarter of this year is
estimated at 4,379 million pounds.
This output is 349 million pounds or
between 8 and 9 percent more than
the output in the first three months
of 1955, and sets an all-time high for
the first quarter of the year.

The gain of 349 million pounds
over the milk output in the first quar-
ter of last year was more than the
increase of 274 million pounds in the
total production from 1954 to 1955.
Monthly estimates of Wisconsin milk
production show that beginning with
May last year milk output has been
higher than the correspondinﬁlmonth
of a year earlier. And for the past
six months milk output in the state
has been the highest on record for
the period.

The increased milk production over
the first quarter of last year is equal
to the average annual per capita milk
consumption in the nation of almost
one-half million persons.

Milk production on Wisconsin farms
in March is estimated at 1,589 million
pounds or 6 percent more than the
output in March last year and 18 per-
cent above average for the month.
The 11,024 million pounds of milk
produced in the nation in March was
5 percent above the March output last
year and 13 percent more than the
average production for the month.

Lower Feed Prices Help
Boost Egg Production

March was the first month this
year in which the number of layers
in farm flocks exceeded the number
a year ago. More favorable egg-feed

rice ratios than a year ago probably
influenced flock owners to go easy on
layer culling. While March 15 egg
prices paid to the state’s farmers
averaged slightly under the same
date last year the %rice of poultry
ration was appreciably lower. This
accounted for the improved price
ratio of eggs and feed. f

The higher rate of production in

Wisconsin farm flocks in March over
a year ago together with more layers
resulted in a 2 percent increase in
total egg output. The nation’s total
egg production in March was up less
than 1 percent from March 1955.
Production per layer was larger, but
the number of layers was smaller
than last year for the nation’s flocks.
For both the state and nation the
March laying rate was the second-
highest on record for the month.

or the East North Central group
of states, which includes Wisconsin,
the number of chicks and young
chickens on farms April 1 was 6 per-
cent above a year earlier compared
with an increase of 5 percent for the
nation. All regions of the country
reported increases in hatchings ex-
cept the West where a 5 percent
decline was reported. Hatchings ap-
pear to be earlier this year than last
year.

Prices Paid by Farmers
Show Slight Decline

The Wisconsin index of prices paid
at 281 percent of the 1910-14 aver-
age in mid-March was down about 2
percent from a year ago. Lower
prices for most farm products in mid-
March dropped the Wisconsin index
of prices received 3 percent to 225
percent of the 1910-14 average. Most
of the decline in the index since last
spring was brought about by lower
prices for meat animals. In March
Wisconsin farmers averaged $11.80
per hundredweight for hogs compared
with $15.60 for March a year ago.
Poultry and eggs also returned farm-
ers less durindg March this year.

Dairy products prices helped to
maintain the prices received index
close to the level of last spring. The
March forecast for all milk was $3.20
per hundred pounds. This would be 9
cents below February but a nickel
above March last year.

Wisconsin farm products purchas-
ing power has not changed from last
spring. While the farm purchasing
power in Wisconsin remained at 80
percent of the 1910-14 base, or the
same level as a year ago, the national
figure declined 4 percent to 88 per-
cent of the 1910-14 average. In
March a year ago, the spread between
Wisconsin and United States purchas-
ing power was 13 percent. This March
the spread narrowed to 9 percent.

United States farmers were saying'
more for both family living and farm
production items in March than a
month ago. This increased the parity
index to 282 111>c31'¢:em: of the 1910-14
average which was just 3 percent
below the record high of 290 in May
of 1952, The index of prices received
increased 2 percent to 230.

Wisconsin Farm Wages
Highest for Any Spring

Wages paid to Wisconsin’s hired
farm workers this spring almost
equal the all-time high of January
1964, and they average the highest
for any spring on record.

Reports from Wisconsin crop cor-
respondents on April 1 show that
wages paid to their hired workers
averaged $169 a month with a house,
$123 a month with board and room,
$5.80 a day with board and room, and
$7.50 a day without board or reom.
Wages by the hour averaged a dollar
without board or room.

Compared with last spring, Wiscon-
sin wage rates by the month with a
house are up $8 and have increased
$6 a month with board and room.
Rates by the day with board and
room average 20 cents more and
without board and room are 40 cents
higher. Hourly rates without board or
room have gained 3 cents. The index
of all wage rates this spring is 4 per-
cent higher than a year ago.

Wisconsin farm wage rates de-
clined from July to October but little
change is shown between the fall and
winter rates. Wages have gone up
seasonally this S{Jring with an in-
crease of about 1 percent over the
January level,

Wisconsin Farm Wage Rates

Per month Per day Per hour
With | With | Without | Without
With | board | board | board | board
house and and or or
room | room | room | room | room
1955
Jan..___[$156.00 |$115.00 | $5.70 | $7.20 $ .93
Apr...._| 161.00 | 118.00 | 5.60 7.10 97
July....| 166.00 | 124.00 | 6.10 7.70 .98
Oehl... 160.00 | 121.00 | 6.10 7.70 98
1956
Jan..._ | 160.00 | 120.00 | 5.80 7.40 97
Apr.....| 169.00 | 123.00 | 5.80 7.50 1.00
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Hay and pasture condi-
tions in the state and nation
in May were below a year
ago and the 10-year aver-
age. Wisconsin farmers got
their spring-sown grain in
on schedule, Stocks of hay
are larger in the state and
nation than a year ago.

Milk Production

Milk production on farms
in the state and nation con-
tinves at a record level.
April milk production was
higher than a year ago.

Egg Production

Fewer eggs were pro-
duced by farm flocks in Wis-
consin and the nation in
April than a year ago.
Weather conditions were
not favorable to a high rate
of lay per bird.

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

Prices of some farm prod-
ucts edged up a bit from
March to April, but the gen-
eral level continued below
April last year. Prices paid
by farmers continued high
compared with prices re-
ceived.

Current Trends

Fewer cattle, calves,
sheep and lambs, but more
hogs were slaughtered in
the nation than a year ago.
Cold storage stocks of but-
ter, cheese, and eggs in the
nation are smaller than a
year ago but there is an in-
crease in holdings of frozen
poultry.
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EATHER CONDITIONS since

the beginning of this year’s
crop season have been unfavorable to
an early growth of hay and pasture
in Wisconsin and a substantial part
of the nation. Temperatures have av-
eraged below normal since early
spring. Except for a few northern
counties, precipitation up to about the
middle of May was about up to nor-
mal for the period.

April was a dry month and temper-
atures averaged below normal. But
soil conditions were favorable for
field work. According to reports from
Wisconsin erop correspondents, 84
percent of the spring grain in the
state was sown by May 1 compared
with 81 percent a year ago and 85
percent usually sown by May 1.

Pasture conditions on May 1 aver-
aged only 78 percent of normal for
the state compared with 93 percent a
year ago and the 1945-54 May aver-
age of 85 percent. The condition of
new hay on May 1 was 84 percent of
normal compared with 94 percent a
year ago and the average for the date
of 88 percent.

Very few dairy herds were on pas-
ture by the middle of May, and farm-
ers continued to draw heavily from
their stocks of hay. Hay stocks on
farms on May 1 were estimated at a
little more than 1% million tons.
These holdings were about a fourth
larger than on May 1 last year and
the average stocks for the date.

Spring Grain Sown By May 1, 1956
and 1955 Compared with Usual

Sown by | Sown by | Usually

District May 1, May 1, sown by

1956 1955 May 1i

Percent | Percent Percent
Northwest________.__ 52 84 69
North.. . e 52 60 65
Northeas 62 58 72
est. .. 9 93 86
Central. . 85 81 88
e 96 67 87
Southwest 98 93 94
98 92 93
Southeast. ... ___ 98 89 92
LT 84 81 85

110-year average.

Nation's Crop Prospects

The crop season in the nation got
underway slowly, particularly in the
central and northern area. Pasture
conditions for the nation averaged 68
percent of normal on May 1 or the
lowest for the date since 1934. The
condition of new hay was also below
a year ago and average. Stocks of
hay on farms at the beginning of
May were the largest for the date in
10 years.

N y 1956
WeathiBCISLATIVNE 1956
EFERENGE UIERAR
eralt recipitation
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches
:" ey
Station '23 E
3 e
(R T 1
» S| & 5| 838
e ] )R] 3| S8
Duluth_____ 17 | 62 (34.338.3|| 2.06| 2.21|— 0.72
Spooner.. .| 14 61 139.3/42.5/| 1.27| 1.91— 2.21
Park Falls_._| 19 | 61 (37.4[40.1|| 1.37| 2.61|— 3.67
Rhinelander| 19 62 (39.4/40.1|| 1.31| 2.24|— 2.70
Wausau.___| 13 | 62 |41.9/42.8 1.80| 2.56|— 0 54
Marinette_ .| 23 | 60 (40.9(42.5{ 1.17] 2.72|— 3.4
Escanaba...| 20 | 54 |36.4/38.2(| 1.92| 2.10|— 1.99
Minneapolis| 24 | 68 (41.8[46.0| 0.67) 1.91|— 2. 11
Eau Claire._| 15 | 66 [41.7/45.8/| 1.54| 2.71|— 2.10
La Crosse..| 17 | 71 (42.7|46.6{| 2.00| 2.31 + 0.12
Hancock. . _ 4 68 (40.4/44.3)| 2.37| 2.70|— 1.55
Oshkosh .| 18 74 |140.8/44.6/| 1.88) 2.67]— 1.79
wrf
Gm_nlhy.. 12 65 (39.3]41.8|| 1.45| 2.51|— 2.50
Manitowoe .| 27 62 (42.0]42.2|| 1.59| 2.61|— 1,99
Dubl_aquu... 22 75 (44.1146.9|| 3.72| 2.69)— 1.32
Mldlllﬂﬂ_. -] 21 | 76 (43.3/45.7|| 3.54| 2.49|+ 0.69
Beloit.._...| 22 | 78 |47.347.7|| 4.16| 2.72|— 2,27
Milwankee -
(airport)__| 26 | 79 |43.0[44.3|| 4.14] 2.39 + 1.07
Average for v e s
18 Stations| 18.5 |66.9/40.9(43.4(| 2.11| 2.45/— 1.61

State’s Milk Production
Above April Last Year

The seasonal increase in milk pro-
duction over a year ago in April was
smaller than in previous months,
Temperatures for the state as a whole
averaged below normal for April, and
cold and stormy weather prevailed
over much of the northern and central
areas of the nation. But milk produc-
tion in hboth the state and nation in
April was at an all-time high for the
month and well above average.

Milk production on Wisconsin
farms in April is estimated at 1,653
million pounds or almost 5% percent
above April last year and 14 percent
more than the 10-year average pro-
duction for the month. In the four
months of this year, the state’s milk
output was about 7% percent above
the same period a year ago.

Wisconsin dairy herds produced 14
percent of the nation’s’ output of
11,512 million pounds of milk in April.
The nation’s milk production in April
was 3 percent above April last year
and almost 10 percent above average
for the month.

Egg Production Declines
From March to April

Total egg output on farms in both
the state and nation during April was
a little under a year ago. The num-
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ber of layers in farm flocks in the
state was a little larger than in April
last year but production per layer
was lower this year. Weather condi-
tions in April were not favorable for
high egg produetion per bird, and the
April production was below the
March output per layer. This is con-
trary to the general trend hetween the
two months,

For the'nation, both the rate of pro-
duction per bird and the number of
layers in April were a little below a
year ago. But the laying rate was
about the 5-year average for the
month for the nation as well as for
Wisconsin.

Commercial hatchings of non-
broiler chicks in this state during
April were a little smaller than a
vear earlier. April, which is one of
the heaviest months for laying flocks
replacement hatches, is the latest
month for which production estimates
are available,

Some Improvement Noted
In Farm Product Prices

Wisconsin farm produet prices in
April showed some improvement over
March, but they are still generally
lower than a year ago. The April in-
dex of prices received hy Wisconsin
farmers was 230 percent of the
1910-14 base period. This was almost
3 percent above March of this year,

Strengthening of hog price in April
did much to holster the farm price
picture. Wisconsin farmers averaged
$14.20 per hundredweight in April
compared with $11.80 for hogs sold
in March. Beef cattle returned $11.60
and veal calves an average of $17.40
a hundredweight. On the basis of an-
ticipated reduction in the spring pig
crop a substantial rise in hog prices
for top grades could oecur this sum-
mer., Prices for lower grade hogs will
probably decline geasonally.

Farm costs as measured by the in-
dex of prices Wisconsin farmers pay
have not changed much over the past
few months. In April the index was
at 282 percent of the 1910-14 base
period. In the past 40 months the
prices paid index has remained rela-
tively stable fluctuating between 278
and 288 or about 4 percent.

Record Physical Production
Reported for Wisconsin Farms

Farm output in Wisconsin reached
an all-time high last year. The index
of physical production on Wisconsin
farms for 1955 was 189 percent of
the 1910-14 average. This index,
which measures only the physical
farm production without regard to
changes in prices and income, gained
2 percent over 1954 to set the new
top record.

Milk was the most important factor
in the continued rise of the index. The
index of physical volume of milk pro-
duction was 261 percent of the 1910-14
average. Production of livestock, meat
animals and livestock products other
than milk, was 3 percent above 1954
and the index for these products of
1956 percent as well as the index for
milk reached new highs.

Not all phases of farm production
showed advances. Output of grains
and hay dropped 9 percent from 1954
but was still at a high level com-
pared with other years since 1950.
Production of cash crops in 1955 was
6 percent above 1954 and helped off-
set the slump in feed production. Pas-
tures are not included in the index,
but they also have helped overcome
the lower feed production last year,

Over-all output per farm worker
continued to increase in 1955 because
of the higher dairy and livestock pro-
duction and the smaller labor force
including both family and hired
workers on farms.,

Index of Physical Production on
Wisconsin Farms, 1935-55

(1910-14 = 100 percent)

slightly below the 1954 levels in most
cases,

Custom Rates for Combining and
Other Harvest Operations,
Wisconsin, 1955'

Average rate reported
Operation
Per hour | Per acre
Combining
Small grains.___.____________ $6.00 $5.00
Legume and grass seed...____ 5.90 4.9
Soybean: = 5.60 4.7
5.70 4.80
2.85 1.25
2.7 1.15
4.65
4.90 4.90
7.40 4.75
3.05 2.80
.10 2.10
Per bale
.10
.10
Per hour | Per foot
Stationary cutter and blower.__|  3.30
12-footsilo. ... ___......... 1.20
14-footsilo........________ 1.30

Livestock

and

Grains livestock

Year | Total and Cash Milk | products

hay crops other than

milk

Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent
1935... 121 47 82 172 109
1936...| 125 30 65 183 121
1937...| 125 38 v 179 118
1938._.| 131 49 83 187 122
1939__. g‘ 45 80 189 134
1940 142 45 86 199 138
1941. 152 39 9% 215 148
1942___| 161 44 224 165
1943.__| 170 41 102 222 183
1944___| 163 40 9 221 169
1945 168 49 103 235 163
1946 165 48 105 236 155
1947 163 51 96 237 152
1948 159 61 91 221 152
1949 167 59 100 236 159
1950_ 167 60 97 233 163
1951. 170 55 93 237 17
1952 173 68 9% 241 173
1953. 177 68 105 251 169
1954, 185 4 91 256 189
1955__ 189 67 97 261 195

Custom Rates Paid
By Wisconsin Farmers

Last year Wisconsin farmers paid
a little less for custom rates than they
did in 1954. Although labor and main-
tenance costs were probably higher
last year than a year earlier, in-
creased competition among machine
owners tended to keep custom charges

Custom Rates for Tilling and Seed-
ing Operations, Wisconsin, 1955'

Average rate reported
Operation —_—————
Per hour | Per acre
Plowing
2 bottom _ . $2.95 $3.10
3 bottom . . 3.70 3.00
Discing . _ . ___ 3.00 1.40
Cultivating
Srow. ... 2.70 1.30
drow. _____ S 3.60 1.20
Field cultivating and quack digging 3.10 1.50
Grain drilling
With fertilizer attachment . 3.10 1.50
Without fertilizer attachment _ 3.7 1.30
Planting corn
2 row planter 2.75 1.50
4 row planter_ . . 3.65 1.45
Culti-packing. . . . 2.65 1.30

'Rates quoted above are for machine, tractor, and one
man; fuel fuenished by machine owner,

!Rates quoted are for machine, tractor, and one man;
fuel furnished by machine owner.

The rates given in the first two
tables are on both a per hour and per
acre basis for most seeding, tilling,
combining, and other harvesting oper-
ations. Silo filling with a stationary
cutter and blower is generally paid
for by the foot and hay and straw
baling is on a per bale basis. In all
cases, custom rate charges include the
machine, tractor, and one man. Fuel
is furnished by the machine operator.

Custom Rates for Field Chopping
Wisconsin, 1955

Crop Per hour | Per foot
i R SR $10.30
Straw.....ocoo..... 10.10
T R e iy il 10.30
12-foot silo for corn___________ §2.60
14-foot silo for corn._._.______ 3.25

! Rates above are quoted for machine, two tractors, two
men; fuel furnished by machine owner.

Custom rates paid for spraying and
dusting were also reported by farm-
ers. Rates for weed spraying aver-
aged $3.25 an hour or $1.60 an acre.
Spraying field crops with ground
equipment averaged $3.80 an hour and
$1.76 an acre. An average rate of
$3.66 per acre was reported for
spraying field and truck crops with
aerial equipment. Spraying fruit trees
averaged 38 cents each and spraying
barns and outbuildings averaged $4.40
an hour or 25 cents a lineal foot.
These rates are for equipment and
help only and do not include the costs
of chemical materials.

Since the pattern of other minor
services provided by the machine op-
erators or the hiring farmer may vary
in different neighborhoods, the rates
in the tables may not necessarily be
the average of the rates in any par-
ticular area of the state. The furnish-
ings of meals, trucks, and wagons are
some of the services which vary in
some neighborhoods. The rates do,
however, give an indication of the av-
erage charges for such work in the
gtate as a whole,
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Current Trends

WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date
S-yr. av. 5-yr. av.
This month! | Last month Last year for month This month! | Last month Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
............................. CWE Apr. 3.20 3.19 3.10 3.43 3.84 3.08 3.7 4.07
............. ewt Apr. 3.45 3.456 3.34 3.75 | R e n T
...... ewt Apr. 3.10 3.06 2.99 3.20 3.15 3.15 3.04 3.39
.............. head °| Apr. 185. 180. 170. 245 152, 150. 147 207
ewt. Apr. 14.20 11.80 16.60 10.76 14.30 12.30 16.60
cwt Apr. 11.60 11.20 12.00 18 15.00 14.40 17.00 22.82
...... ewt, Apr. 17.40 17.00 17.50 25.76 16,80 16,70 17.60 25.30
...... ewt Apr. 18.00 18.00 18.20 24.14 18.20 18.10 19.60 256.54
Ib Apr. 41 .38 45 .403 .399 476 642
Ib Apr. 207 209 236 281 .203 .216 2 267
doz Apr. 372 374 .340 366 385 396 359 3
bu Apr. 1,29 1.18 1.32 1.45 1.32 1.20 1.36 1.49
bu, Apr. .63 6 .13 .623 .618 77 814
bu Apr. 1.11 1.13 1.20 1.20 L0490 925 1.07 1.22
bu. Apr. 1.46 1.35 1.14 1.16 1.36 1.32 1.13 1.19
bu Apr. 18.00 17.10 28.20 20.32 12.90 12,90 3 ] R
bu Apr. 18.66 i A
bu. Apr. 1.60 90
T e ton Apr. 17.40
Price Ind
All Farm Prices........... - pet. | Apr. 230

ivestock and 1 pet. Apr. 230
Dairy produets. pet. | Apr. 247
Meat animals_ pet. Apr. 214
Poultry. . pet. Apr. 189
Eggs.. pet. Apr. 174
Crops. pet. Apr. 199
Feed gra pet. Apr. 163
Frofte:....c...c pet. Apr. 1956

Prices Farmers Pay_. pet. Apr. 282

Purchasing Power of Farm Prodi pet. Apr. 82
Agricultural

Milk produetion (000,000)..... ..._... Ib. Apr. 1,053

Egg production (000,000)... no. Apr. 210

Layers on farms (000).... head | Apr. 11,792

Eges per 100 layers. ... no. Apr. 1,782

Cows in herd freshening ... _. pet. Apr. 6.65

Calves born to be raised............... pet. | Apr. 31.48

Dairy Production (000)

s IR i Ul AR T Ib. Mar. 22,500 19,266 19,145 16,022 127,430 111,600 120,775 113,834
American cheese_.........._. Ib. Mar. 38,335 32,500 37,855 81,735 66,345 79,6856 73,804
Dried skim milk for food Ib. MR it 152,000 127,050 132,000 93,574
Dried skim milk for feed Ib. Mar. 1,400 1,150 1,450 1,711
Evaporated whole milk._.___________ Ib. Mar. 09,500 171,500 230,100 210,824

Mar. 71 69 67 50 2,081 1,999 2,007 1,672
Mar, 166 141 158 138 1,033 0946 1,122 895
Mar, 8 L 14 11 1,367 1,318 1,360 1,087
Mar. 320 266 287 240 7,532 7,117 6,778 6,283
May. 1 3,523 2,276 5,067 3,896 77,540 87,840 203,203 172,278
May. 1| 153,311 151,106 121,874 95,140 427,152 433,358 467,671 288,781
May 1 6,017 7,196 10,410 8,616
May 1 22,967 19,867 23,009 18,538
May 1 457,036 460,421 501,000 315,935
May 1 133,058 155,006 127,540 158,066
May 1 629 309 1,183 1,177
May 1 3,366 2,179 4,607 5,790
. . 0} 2 . . .
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes Economic Indicators—United States
! [ S-yr. 5-yr.
Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av.'for
month! | month year month month! | month | year month
Grain & concentrates fed per cow? _| Ib, Apr, 236 235 225 228 1947—49=100 percent
Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production, adj.5. .. ._| pet. | Mar. 142 3 3 a
: Hu Q}ny 1 wg o |18 155 ; 145 i pe 4 14 135 121
--[ Ib. | May 1 . 7.67 7.6 7.69 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.6_..___ net, | Mar, 100 §
par oWt oE Ik b, | May 1| 3039 | 20063 | 20088 | 30,08 £ ke ; Ll 8
' Wholesale Prices®._..________. | pet. | Feh, 112 112 110 109
Cmft&nm po:mds $ A 23.28 25.02 | 28.03 ;
of dairy ration. ... pr. 3.2 45.02 | 28.63 || Cost of Livingd....._......_...| pet. | Feb. 115 115 )
of poultry ration... $ |Apr | 2522 2617 | 29,97 ¥ ! A
R TR 1 val Peil;‘sonu] Em:ﬂiun-' :
ounds ration to equal value on-agricultural . . . __ —eu--| pet. | Mar. 495 404 462 22
of 100 bs. milk..... b [Apr. |137 |13 |14 |19 Agriouffural.. oo oo s~ -
of 10 doz. eggs. . Apr. 148 158 130 123
Factory Emplovment, adj.”_ .. net, | Mar. 107 107 104
Index of wholesale feed prices, P i }
(1910-14=100) .. . ... . ._._.._. pet. Apr. 103 185 206 229 e
! Preliminary.
Wholesale feed costs per ton, 2Prepared by Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, bused on reporters' data.
f.0.b. Madison dComputed from quantity reported fed at the beginning :nul‘ end of the month in herds of
L L TR S Apr. 50.10 | 45.00 | 49.75 | 61.48 || Wisconsin dairy correspondents times number of davs in month.
Linseed meal .. $ Apr. 50.75 | 55.00 | 64.10 | 78.10 [|*U. 8. Dept. of Commerce, 1935-30 huse.
Corn gluten meal .. ... __. § Apr. 70.00 | 67.50 | 65,00 | 85.40 ||Federal Reserve Board.

ankage..... ... ___ .| § Apr. 75.70 | 74.15 | 83.60 | 113,57
Middlings. .. .. H Apr. 50.25 | 44.40 | 52.40 | (2.41
Soybean meal. L | Apr. 67.20 | 61.05 | 72.85 | 87.41
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irf)a::lsp‘:gclc\?g;ligﬂ and runt:ily living; for the l?nited States the index includes interest, taxes, and wage rates. 4Purchasing power of the farm dollar expl’-ressed by the ratio of the i:dex
of farm prices to the index of prices paid. 9Average of estimated values, 1912-14 =100,
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IN THIS ISSUE

June Crop Report

Crop prospects for both
Wisconsin and the nation as
a whole improved from May
to June. June 1 pasture con-
ditions were about average
for the state, but were the
lowest since 1934 for the
nation.

Milk Production
Milk production on Wis-
consin farms in May was
below the May 1955 record
output by a small margin,
but production for the na-
tion continued above a year

3 ago.
Egg Production
Egg production on farms
in the state and nation in
May was slightly below May
last year.

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

Prices received for milk

and eggs more than offset

decreases in prices Wiscon-

sin farmers received for

other farm products, and the

index of prices received was

3 per cent above May last
year.

Current Trends

The nation's indexes of
industrial production, whole-
sale prices, cost of living,
factory employment, and
non-agricultural income are
all higher than a year ago,
but agricultural income is
lower.

Special ltems
Maple Products Output
Up in Wisconsin

' Summary of June
Pig Report

Wisconsin's 1955 Dairy
Plant Manufactures

ROP PROSPECTS in Wisconsin

at the beginning of June were

better than a month earlier. The
condition of hay and pasture was
about average for June 1 which indi-
cated some recovery from the rather
low condition reported after the dry
weather in early May. Temperatures
during May averaged slightly below
normal and rainfall was a bit above
normal. But for the state as a whole
there was a deficiency in precipitation
since the first of the year. Only three
of the eighteen weather stations
showed an excess of precipitation
while the other fifteen reported some
deficiency since January 1.

Condition of Crops, June 1, 1956,
1955, and 10-year Average

(Percent of normal)
Wisconsin United States
Crop 10-yr. 10-yr.
1956 | 1955 | av. | 1956 | 1955 | av.
1945- 1945-
Spring wheat |_.____|..____|.____. 88 86 83
Rye... ... 90 922 87 78 74 82
Afl hay...__.| 88 85 85 78 Kl 85
Clover and
timothy hay| 87 83 84 78 83 86
Alfalfa hay _._| 90 88 88 79 78 87
Wild hay..__| 86 88 87 74 67 82
Pasture_..__| 85 86 84 T2 78 85

Weather conditions since the first
of June have varied greatly with
some extremely high temperatures
following unusually low readings
early in the month, While crop pros-
pects on June 1 were reported as good
to excellent for the state as a whole,
pasture and hay growth slowed by
the second week of the month in some
areas because of the need for rain.
Corn made good progress in the early
part of June, and considerable corn
cultivating took place by the middle
of the month. Haying probably will
begin somewhat later this year than
a year ago,

Percent of Corn Planted by June 1

District 1956 Normal
Percent Percent
73 85
65 81
73 86
88 93
75 90
66 81
92 9%
82 88
72 82

7.2 88.1

Weather Summary, May, 1956

Temperature Precipitation
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches
-
Ve~
Station " '5 i
-
1 TERERLE
| 8| S| 2| 2| 2| Edd
Duluth. . ___ 24 | 78 |47.1/49.3|| 2.80| 2.95/— 0.87
Spooner_.__| 21 83 |54.3(55.1/| 3.73| 3.30— 1.78
Park Falls..| 23 | 82 |51.3(53.2|| 2.04| 3.31|— 4 94
Rhinelander| 26 | 79 |54.3(53.2|| 2.47| 3.00/— 3.32
Wausau._._| 29 | 85 55.9/55.4|| 4.00| 3.61|— 0.15
Marinette. .| 30 | 88 |53.7(55.5|| 2.33| 2.52|— 3.63
Escanaba...| 27 | 84 |47.6/49.8|| 2.56| 2.60|— 2.03
Minneapoli 33 | 85 |58.1|58.5|| 2.37 3.12|— 2.86
Eau Claire..| 31 84 156.9/58.0/| 3.75| 3.96 — 2.31
La Crosse..| 36 | 89 |58.6/59.0|| 5.68| 3.27 + 2.53
Hancock.._| 26 | 90 |55.3(56.7|| 4.89| 3.96|— 0.62
Oshkosh...| 30 | 87 (54.4/56.7(| 4.88) 3.33— 0.24
GreenBay_.| 27 | 87 [52.1(54.4|| 4.66| 2.53|— 0.37
Manitowoc .| 33 | 89 (52.5/52.2(| 3.74] 3.00/— 1.25
Dubuque___| 34 | 89 |58.2|57.9|| 3.66 3.47— 1.13
Madison.._| 31 | 90 |57.0/57.5|| 5.11) 3.27 + 2.53
Beloit__. __| 34 | 90 |60.0/58.9(| 2.66| 3.63|— 3.24
Milwaukee
(airport)__| 35 | 90 [53.7|54.3|| 4.55| 2.98(+ 2.64
Average for |
18 Stations| 29.4 |86.1(54.4|55.3|| 3.66] 3.22|— 1.17

Farmers reporting from all areas
of the state said that the percent of
the corn planted by June 1 this year
was less than normal. For the state
as a whole 79 percent of the corn was
planted by June 1 this year compared
with the normal of 88 percent.

United States Crop Prospects

Crop prospects for the nation as a
whole on June 1 showed some im-
provement over a month earlier but
were still less promising than on June
1 last year. The East North Central
States reported crop prospects that
were well above the nation as a
whole. Crop prospects on June 1 for
the nation were the lowest for the
date since 1945,

Hay croEs and pastures on June 1
were still below average. Corn plant-
ing was largely completed by June 1
in most of the Corn Belt States.

Wisconsin Milk Production
Below May 1955 Output

Milk production on Wisconsin
farms in May failed to reach the all-
time high May milk output of last
year, This is the first month this year
in which milk produetion has not been
higher than the corresponding month
of 1955 and establish an all-time high
for the month.

Wisconsin dairy herds produced
1,783 million pounds of milk in May
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WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date |
S-yr. av. 5-yr. av.
This month! | Last month Last year for month || This month! | Last month Last year r
Farm Prices—Dollars
AR st v Lo cmim Lol B0 ewt. | May 3.30 3.23 3.08 3.36
Market lmIk..... ...... ewt. May 3.45 3.55 3.27 3.56
Manufactured milk. . . . ewt. | May 3.10 3.08 2.99 3.20
Milk cows. . head | May 185. 185. 175. 244,
ogs.. cwt, May 14.70 14,20 16.00 20.64
Beef cal owt. | May 12,10 11,60 11,80 19.36
ves cwt. | May 18.10 17.40 18.50 26.14
ewt, May 19.00 18.00 17.00 24.40
Ib. May .41 .41 .45 .60
Ib. | May .215 .207 .234 .273
doz. | May .362 872 312 .353
bu. May 1.35 1.29 1.34 1.49
bu. May .63 .63 73 .80
........... bu, May 1.10 1.11 1.20 1.29
bu. May 1.51 1.46 1.20 1.15
............... bu. May 15.60 18.00 27.60 20.74
........... bu. May 18.00 18.66 20.10 20,94
L L e I bu. May 2.05 1.60 2,00 1.60
Alfalfa hay, baled...._ - " 277777 ton May 18.00 17.40 20.50 20.04
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 = 100
May 238 232 230 7 242 235 242 273
May 236 231 227 276 233 227 235 202
May 255 250 238 260 247 248 236 264
May 223 214 230 320 251 237 260 358
May 195 180 208 240 178 180 176 190
May 170 174 146 166
May 208 199 219 212 252 245 249 252
May 164 163 179 103 102 185 200 216
May 195 195 242 215 233 218 209 194
May 284 282 287 281 264 261 263 204
May 84 82 80 96 92 090 92 103
Agricultural Production and Marketing
Milk production (000,000)_..__ _______ May 1,783 1,653 1,788 1,683 12,074 11,512 12,844 12,279
production (000,000).... . May 209 210 211 201 6,557 5,591 5,579 ,603
Layers on farms (000)...... May 11,087 11,702 10,888 11,164 293,833 304,084 203,623 306,836
per 100 layers....... May 1,888 1,782 1,034 1,803 1,801 1,839 1,800 '
Cows in herd freshening.__ May 4.73 6.65 5.19 Ty T | A CRBAE T RO o o) I e [ i
Calves born to be raileﬁ _______________ May 33.38 31.48 35.43 L | ERRETERRE | (5 e e P | [
Dairy Production (000)
L Ib. Apr. 22,625 22,500 20,125 17,207 133,475 127,430 129,375 121,472
American cheese__.___._ =] b, Apr. 300 04,840 81,735 95,800 87,100
Dried skim milk for food. . snslill, Apr. 168,950 152,000 152,800 107,437
Dried skim milk for feed. . Ib, Apr. 1,600 1,400 1,550 2,143
Evaporated whole milk_.________ . Ib. Apr, 239,800 209,900 256,750 259,409
Apr, 68 7 67 49 2,088 2,081 1,970 1,524
Apr. 139 156 134 129 958 1,033 074 824
Apr. 8 8 11 ] 1,272 1,367 1,323 1,028 .
Apr. 258 320 227 221 6,267 7,632 5,449 5,615
Cold Storage Holdings (000)
BUMEE. o tasiervessivascasases June 1 3,453 3,523 i 80,551 78,882 308,154 100,434
American cheese. .. June 1| 167,1 134,263 447,918 426,887 493,909 320,654
Bwiss cheese June 1 4 6,507 7,058 ,831 8,100
Other cheese June 1 3,825 22,334 24,999 20,569
All cheess June 1 478,340 456,279 527,739 340,223
Frozen poultry June 1 118,560 132,812 107,309 141,860
ell eggs June 1 1,193 638 2,088 2,027
L oge June 1 5, 3,425 6,842 7,494
4 : L3 2 = . =
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes Economic Indicators—United States
S-yr. S-yr.
Item Uait | Date This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | month | year | month month! | month | year | month
Grain & concentrates fed per cows _| Ib. May 206 236 188 193 1047—40=100 percent
Grain and concentrates fed strial Production, adj.5 t. | Apr. 142 141 136 121
L b Junetnig  aes e o ia il T |
per cow in he .| June : ' ; . ight Car Loadings, adj.5 t. | Apr. 100 100 T
per ewt, of milk . | June 1| 18:47 | 30:30 | 14097 | 1603 || T s & o
Wholesale Pricess . __._.______ pet. | Apr, 114 113 110 109 |
le!d.!uom pu:md.u $ M 23.84 | 23.28 | 24.52 | 28.31 M 115 15 114
of dairy ration. .. ay ; g . < Cont of Liviogd. . couaiosiioas t. ar. 1 110
of poultry ration. . $ | May | 26004 2522 26:20| 3013 lis ol B
Pounds ration to | val PEI:IEOMI hcolmf:a] t A 494 495 464 421
'ounds ration to equal value on-agricultural .. _._________ pet. r.
of 100 Ibs, milk-—-_......__. b |May 138 |19 |12 |18 i 0 pet. [Apr. | 221 | 210 | 250 | 3%
of 10dos. eggs..oovooooe ... Ib. May 139 148 119 n7
¢ Factory Employment, adj.5._____| pet. | Apr. 107 107 105 106
Index of wholesale feed prices,
(1010-14=100) « e o e e oo pet. | May 108 103 205 230 e
+Frepered by Wiscutl, Crop Reperting Servios, basd oo reporie’ dat.
lesale fe r y Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, based on reporters ; .
mﬁ ﬁkﬁe:lf N I by HComppumd from quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of
B o $ May 50.80 | 50.10 | 44,50 | 58.47 || Wisconsin dairy correspondents times number of days in month.
$ May 63.10 | 50.75 | 65.40 | 76.93 ||4U. 8. D“ﬁ;é’f Commerce, 1935-39 base.
$ May 75.80 | 70.00 | 65.00 | 86.18 ||5Federal Reserve Board.
$ May 81.40 | 75.70 | 82.75 | 112.37
$ May 52.10 | 50.25 | 51.60 | 61.91
$ May 73.80 | 67.20 | 67.15 | 89.02
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or 5 million pounds less than a year
ago. But production was almost 6 per-
cent above the 10-year average milk
output for May.

ilk production on farms in the
nation made about the seasonal in-
crease from May to June. Output in
June is estimated at 12,974 million
pounds or 1 percent above the May
output last year and 5 percent above
the 10-year average for the month,

Egg Production Per Layer
Below May Last Year

Egg production on farms of the
state and nation was slightly smaller
in May this year than a year ago.
These decreases in egg production re-
sulted from fewer eggs produced per
layer more than offsetting the in-
creases in the number of layers in the
state and nation compared with May
last year.

Wisconsin laying flocks produced
209 million eggs in May this year
compared with 211 million a year ago
and the May b5-year average of 201
million eggs. While almost 1 percent
below May 1955, Wisconsin egg pro-
duction was up 4 percent from aver-
age.

While larger than in May last year,
the number of layers on Wisconsin
farms is slightly below average. Egg
production per layer is below a year
ago but above average for May. For
the nation the number of layers on
farms in May was about equal to a
year ago but nearly 4 percent below
average,

The nation’s farm flocks produced
5,667 million eggs in May. This egg
output was slightly below last year
and average.

Wisconsin Has Larger
Maple Products Output

Estimates show Wisconsin’s maple
sirup production this year totaled
69,000 gallons compared with 52,000
gallons a year ago and the average of
68,000 gallons. Sugar production is
estimated at 6,000 pounds compared
with 4,000 last year and the average
of 12,000 pounds.

About 327,000 trees were tapped
this year, which was a smaller num-
ber than a year ago but above aver-
age. The better yields per tree more
than made up for the decreased num-
ber of trees tapped compared with a
year ago.

Estimates of maple sirup and sugar
production were made for the 11 com-
mercial producing states. And maple
su-uf) production in these states
totaled more than 1% million gallons
or 4 percent below last year’s output.
Maple sugar output is estimated at
115,000 pounds or 15 percent below
the 1955 produetion.

Fewer Pigs Produced
For Fall Market

Wisconsin's gig crop this spring of
over 2 million head was down 15 per-
cent from the one raised last year.
That’s shown by the June Pig Survey
made in the state about June 1 this
year, The decrease was due to 15 per-
cent fewer sows farrowing as litter
sizes averaged almost the same as
last year.

Spring pig production in the state
showed a greater decrease than re-
ported for the Corn Belt States or the
nation, Spring pigs saved in the na-
tion, over 53 million head, were down
only 8 ﬁercent from a year ago. And
the 41% million head saved in the
Corn Belt States were down only 11
percent from last spring.

Earlier Farrowings

Farmers report sows farrowing
earlier again this spring, both in Wis-
consin and across the nation. In Wis-
consin 30 percent of the sows far-
rowed from December through Feb-
ruary compared with only 25 percent
in these months last year. For the
whole nation, early farrowings in
those months this year were 83 per-
cent of the spring total, compared
with only 80 percent last year.

Fewer sows for fall farrowing are
planned both in Wisconsin and across
the nation. This is also shown in the
June Pig Survey. At the beginning of

(23) 3
Spring Pigs Saved
(000 omitted)
1956 as a
1955 1956 | percent of
1955
4,075 3,991 98
647 6,473 97
2,503 2,132 85
4,691 3,942 84
14,147 12,281 87
2,413 1,813 75
951 865 91
35,427 31,497 89
6,308 ,320 89
7, 53,085 92

they planned a decrease from a year
ago of 12 percent in fall farrowings.
This is a greater reduction than the
decrease expected for the nation. Corn
Belt farmers plan a decrease in fall
sows to farrow of 9 percent while for
the whole nation farmers are plan-
ning to cut back fall sow farrowings
by only 7 percent compared with the
number which farrowed in the fall of

June Wisconsin farmers reported 1955,
Spring Sows Farrowing
(000 omitted)
Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar. Apr. May Total

Wisconsin

R N e 7 6l 103 113 51 355

1] PR T 12 21 58 92 80 39 302
Corn Belt :

T 155 424 1,122 1,885 1,969 1,096 6,651

WM s 218 466 1,004 1,716 1,616 857 5,877
United States

L R s WO T 307 674 520 2,312 2,255 1,291 8,359

] e e 400 723 414 2,151 1,917 1,045 7,650

Fall Sows to Farrow'

(000 omitted)
June to August June to November
1956 as a 1956 as a
1956 1955 percent of 1956 1955 percent of
1955 1955
324 337 96 505 521 97
335 346 97 653 687 95
99 111 89 180 205 88
180 202 89 298 339 88
505 581 87 914 1,039 88
42 49 86 76 85 90
34 42 81 79 96 82
1,519 1,668 91 2,705 2,972 9
(0 e SN e G IS el S RS S I 3,732 4,087 91
T T e e e L SIS S e [ SRR B SR 5,163 5,569 93
11956 fall farrowings are indicated from breeding intentions reports,
Spring and Fall Pig Crops
(000 omitted)
Spring Fall Total number
pigs saved
Sows Pigs Sows Pigs spring and
farrowed save: farrowed saved a
Wisconsin
10-yr. av, 1945-54______________ 316 2,132 169 1,142 3,274
[ S e 355 2,503 205 1,435 3,938
11 ) e R SR T 302 2,132 L F 2 | [ i | St S e
Corn Belt States**
10-yr. av. 1945-54 6,308 41,857 3,554 23,638 65,495
;||| S 6,651 46,308 4,087 27,982 74,290
)| ] e e 5,877 41,320 IR Lesiasicuia]ssasseiainanis
United States
10-yr. av. 194554 ___________. 8,327 53,923 5,208 34,219 88,142
V[ R 8,359 57,690 5,569 37,914 95,604
11 ) R G R 7,650 53,085 | Fa 3 RS TR O L e

*Estimates based on intentions of farmers as re
**QOhio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin,
and Kansas,

rted in the June Pig Survey and subject to revision.
innesota, Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,
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Farm Product Prices
Show Mixed Trends

At 238 percent of the 1910-14 aver-
age, the index of prices received by
Wisconsin farmers in May was 3 per-
cent above a year ago but otherwise
were at the lowest level for May since
{‘rice controls were in effect in 1946.

he level of farm product prices
gained over a year ago as a result of
higher prices received for milk and
eggs more than offsetting declines in
meat animal, poultry, and crop prices.

Prices received for milk sold by
Wisconsin farmers in Ma averaged
$3.30 a hundred pounds for milk of
average test, This average price of
milk was 7 percent higher than a year
ago. Because of the recent change in
the support grice for milk, milk prices
this spring have increased at a time
when there is a usual seasonal decline.
Egg prices in MaKl average 16 per-
cent more than in May last year.,

Prices paid by Wisconsin farmers
in May averaged 1 percent below a
year ago. But the index of prices paid
at 284 percent of the 1910-14 average
was at a high level compared with the
index or prices received.

1955 Dairy Manufactures
Show Decline from 1954

The annual enumeration of Wis-
consin dairy plants for 1955 has been
completed and the production totals
for many dairy products are now
available, This information is sum-
marized in the accompanying table.
Monthly estimates for some produets
such as butter and American cheese
were made during 1955, but for many
products these preliminary totals rep-
resent the first figures available for
comparison with previous years.

The general over-all trend in dairy
manufactures appears to be down-
ward, but there are some exceptions.
There was an increase in the out-of-
state shipment of milk and cream.
Cream shipments are recorded accord-
ing to weight of butterfat contained
rather than actual cream weight.

Total production of all types of
cheese in Wisconsin in 1955 was
about 1% percent below 1954. This
was because of the 4% percent dec-
line in American type cheeses. Most of

WISCONSIN CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTER June 1956
Wisconsin Dairy Manufactures 1955, 1954 and 1953
19
o N
1954
omitted) omitted) omitted) percent
change
Creamery butter (including whey butter)..___________ Ib.| 216,375 219,906 205,716 — 1.6
American (cheddar and Colby)........____________ . __ Ib.| 459,422 480,979 459,983 — 4.5
B (e bIOGK) .o I 38,261 38,132 37,081 | + 03
Munster. ....ccnee... d 11,928 1,382 ,782 + 4.8
Brlecct o sl b, 16,353 16,182 16,413 + 1.1
Brick and Munster, total... -Ib.| 28,281 27,504 6,195 + 2.8
Limburger........._.____ -Ib. 2,488 2,966 3,116 —16.1
L S S T S Ib. 37,601 28,607 28,101 +31.4
All other cheese (not cottage cheese).... . . Ib. 2,080 29,748 ,256 + 7.8
Total cheese (excluding cottage cheese)......._.___________ Ib.| 598,113 607,996 584,732 — 1.6
Condensed and powdered products
Sweetened m’d.ensad whole milk ﬁzulk | PRI a— Ib. 13,044 10,904 0,037 +27.9
Unsweetened condensed whole milk (bulk goods). e 29,366 22,319 16,034 +31.6
Evaporated whole milk unsweetened (case goods) -...lb.) 412,496 441,968 487,915 — 6.7
455,806 475,191 512,986 i
17,124 21,710 ,308 —21.1
101,875 94,028 83,581 4 7.3
118,999 116,638 108,887 + 2.0
40,405 48,865 38,884 —17.8
389,820 ,840 306,703 — 3.7
7,904 32,022 29, —15.2
417,724 437,762 335,062 — 4.6
5,009 4,067 4,012 + 3.7
29,045 30,693 40,816 — 2.4
i 10,275 9,679 8,271 + 7.3
Dried whgt'k 60,867 65,628 5,030 + 6.5
Malted milk powder. 0,823 27,307 27,030 <+ 9.2
Other products
L o NN PR gal. 20,523 19,306 18,731 + 6.3
L R i R R A A S, gal. 12,194 11,817 11,508 + 7.7
Cottage cheese, curd.... . =il 28,577 28,121 27,340 + 1.8
Cottage cheese, creamed.. ... T TTTTTTTCT Ib. 38, 36,578 34,630 + 8.9
Whole milk shipped out of state......_____ """ 777777 Ib.| 1,212,110 | 1,059,202 94,311 +14.4
Butterfat in cream shipped out of state? _______ .~ ~ Ib. 31,4 28,502 31,060 +10.1

1 Preliminary.
2Includes butterfat in whey cream shipped.

the miscellaneous type cheese show an
increase from 1954 to 1955. Italian
cheese production in 1955 was 8114
percent above the previous year, but
Limburger cheese output last year
was 16 percent below 1954.
Creamery butter production in Wis-
consin in 1955 totaled over 216% mil-
lion pounds compared with nearly 220
million pounds in 1954, Dried skim
milk for human use also was below
the 1954 output, but dried skim for
animal use increased slightly. There
was more than a 7 percent inerease in
production of dried buttermilk in

1955. Dried whey production in-
creased 6% percent and malted milk
production increased more than 9 per-
cent. But dried whole milk declined
about 2% percent from 1954 to 1955.

There was a decline of about 6%
percent in the production of evapor-
ated whole milk in 1955, Sweetened
and unsweetened condensed whole
milk are produced in small quantities
when compared to the quantity of
evaporated whole milk, but both
showed a considerable inerease in pro-
duction in 1955 as compared with
1954 records.
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IN THIS ISSUE

July Crop Report

More corn but less oats
and hay are expected to be
produced on Wisconsin
farms this year than in
1955, Production prospects
for many crops are below
average this year. Total
crop output in the nation is
expected to be below 1955.

Milk Production

Milk production on Wis-
consin farms in May and
June was below the output
for the two months last
year, but production in the
first half of this year was
4, percent above the first
six months of 1955.

Egg Production

More eggs were pro-
duced on Wisconsin farms
than a year ago as a result
of an increase in layer num-
bers more than offsetting a
decrease in production per
bird.

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

Increases over June last
year in milk and egg prices
more than offset declines in
the prices received by Wis-
consin farmers for poultry,
meat animals, and crops.
And the farm products price
index for June was 3% per-
cent above June last year.

Current Trends

July cold storage stocks
in the nation include smaller
quantities than a year ago
of butter, cheese, and eggs,
but holdings of frozen poul-
try were larger than on
July 1 last year.

Special Item (Page 4)

New Peppermint Bulletin
Issued for Wisconsin

PRODUCTION PROSPECTS for
Wisconsin corn and barley crops
are better than a year ago but there
probably will be smaller erops of oats,
rye, spring and winter wheat, and hay
this year. Smaller crops than a year
ago are also estimated for tobacco,
peas for processing, commercial ap-
les, cherries, but larger production
18 expected for flax, snap beans for
processing, and strawberries. Except
for larger crops of corn, hay, snap
beans, and apples, outturn of the im-
portant crops produced in the state
will be below average this year.

Pasture conditions this year in Wis-
consin have averaged below a year
ago. The July condition for the state
was 88 percent of normal compared
with 91 percent a year ago and the
July 1 average of 87 percent. The
shorter pasture feed supply this year
has caused farmers to feed cattle
larger than usual amounts of hay.

Wisconsin farmers have made some
changes from a year ago in their
crop acreages. Larger acreages esti-
mated for 19556 are shown for corn,
alfalfa, flax, peas and snap beans, and
tomatoes for processing, and straw-
berries. The winter wheat acreage is
the same as last year, but acreages of
other erops are smaller.

For many crops, production this
year is smaller because of lower
yields as well as smaller acreages.
Weather conditions since early spring
have not been particularly favorable
to high yields for many erops, and
some yields are expected to be below

Weather Summary, June 1956

Temperature Precipitation
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches
8 E-
Station ® _! E
@<
358 1 3
3% 2 3| B 3iaf
Duluth._____ 36 | 90 |60.2|58.7( 2.64| 3.72|— 1,95
er....| 32 | 95 |68.4/64.3|| 6.47| 3.75(+ 0.94
Park Falls..| 35 | 92 |66.1|62.9|| 4.07| 4.75|— 5.62
Rhinelander| 34 | 95 (67.2/62.8|| 6.05| 4.53|— 1,80
Wausau_...| 34 | 94 |67.4(64.7|| 3.67| 4.30|— 0.78
Marinette_.| 35 | 97 [66.7|66.4|| 3.51| 3.47|— 3.59
Escanaba...| 34 | 94 |62.3(60.7|| 4.83) 2.80| 0
Minneapolis| 44 |100 [73.4|68,2|| 6.58 4.26/— 0.54
Eau Claire_.| 37 | 97 |69.4/67.3|| 6.33| 4.81]— 0.79
La Crosse..| 42 | 97 |73.3(68.6|| 2.75| 3.87|+ 1.41
Hancock...| 33 | 95 |69.2|66.5|| 2.66) 4.59|— 2.55
Oshkosh...| 34 | 91 [68.566.5|| 4.43) 4.08/+ 0.11
GreenBay..| 33 | 93 [66.0/64.7|| 3.90) 3.57|— 0.04
Manitowoc .| 41 | 95 [66.7|62.4|| 2.11| 3.53|— 2.67
Dubuque...| 41 92 |71.6/67.8|| 1.41| 5.09/— 4,81
Madison...| 35 | 96 (71.8|67.4(| 3.24| 4.02/4+ 1.75
Beloit.._. .. 40 | 95 |72.8(68.4|| 1.73| 4.08|— 5.59
Milwaukee
(mirport)..| 38 | 95 [68.7|64.9|| 3.87| 3.22|4 3.29
Average for
18 Stations| 36.6 |94.6(68.3(65.2(| 3.90| 4.02|— 1,29

average this year.

Present estimates indicate that Wis-
consin’s feed crop production will in-
clude 16 percent more corn, about 11
percent less oats, and 6 percent less
hay than a year ago. The corn crop
may be 24 percent and the hay crop

Good to excellent
Fair
B3 poor

BB Very poor
B Near fatlure
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Crop Summary of Wisconsin for July 1, 1956
Acreage Production Yield per acre
cr 1956 0. atrds oflc ™ | 10-
op asa year percent o ndi year
1956 1955 percent of | July 1, 1956 1955 average cated 1955 | avera,
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945- 10-year 1956 19
1955 | average
2,767,000 | 2,740,000 101.0 157,719,000 (137,000,000 (126,847,000 | 115.1 124.3 Bu. 57.0 50.0 4.5
49,000 52,000 B TR i 6,552,000 ( 7,548,000t | __ (7, o) | FERETEE 126.0 | 128.6
11,300 13,400 843 16,208,000 | 19,343,000 | 29,424,000 | 83.8 §5.1 || Lb. 1434 1444 141
2,807,000 | 2,835,000 99.0 123,508,000 138,915,000 (130,537,000 | 88.9 94.6 || Bu. “.0 9.0 45.1
73, 74,000 98.6 2,628,000 | 2,590,000 | 5,447,000 | 101.5 48.2 || Bu. 36.0 35.0 36.9
S S SR S e 32,000 44,000 72,7 368,000 550,000 942,000 | 66.9 39.1 Bu. 11.5 12.5 12.2
ter wheat. ... ________ 25,000 25,000 100.0 650,000 675,000 744,000 | 96.3 B7.4 Bu. 26.0 27.0 24.0
Sgeimgwhieat. ... . T 30,000 31,000 96.8 675,000 744,000 | 1,420,000 | 90.7 47.5 Bu. 225 4.0 24.6
ARG Y 3,837,000 | 3,906,000 98.2 7,843,000 | 8,343,000 | 7,105,000 | 94.0 | 110.4 Ton 2.04 2.14 1.79
Alfalia hay. __ SN R Y 2,457,000 | 2,340,000 105.0 5,528,000 | 5,499,000 | 3,389,000 | 100.5 | 163.1 || Ton 2.25 2.35 2,13
Clover and timothy hay_ . . " 1,293,000 | 1,469,000 88.0 2,198,000 ( 2,718,000 | 3,479,000 | 80.9 | 63.2 || Ton 1.70 | 1.85| 1.58
o TR e 87,000 97,000 89.7 117,000 126,000 237,000 | 92.9 494 Ton 1.34 1.30 1.30
L s R e 43,000 45,000 95.6 54,000 58,000 92,000 | 93.1 58.7 Ton 1.28 1.30 1.15
7 e N G e 6,000 5,000 120.0 75,000 62,000 145,000 | 121.0 B1.7 Bu. 12.5 12.5 12.7
[T T NP TR 6,000 6,100 98 .4 60,000 57,000 110,000 | 105.3 54.5 Ton 10.0 9.3 10.1
126,000 116,900 107.8 233,100,000 (259,520,000 265,040,000 89.8 87.9 Lb. 1850 2220 2040
17,800 15,100 117.9 28,500 19,600 18,100 [ 145.4 | 157.5 || Ton 1.6 1.3 1.5
3,100 3,200 2 i R e ] 704,000 6280000 (. ___ | _______ Cwh Tkiiiti 220 205.5!
Green lima beans for canning. 6,900? 7,500¢
Beets for canning________________~ 8002 7,7002
Tomatoes for canning. 1,100? 1,000?
A:pls_l. ommmartal. . ..ol Ll e
erries.________
Strawberries____
Pasture_ .. . :
11940-54 average.  “Planted acreage. 324-quart crate, +July 1 condition.

10 percent above average, but oat
production may be about 5 percent
below average.

Present estimates indicate that the
corn crop may be 20 million bushels
larger than a year ago. This increased
production will build up the dwindling
supply of corn on farms. Stocks of
corn on Wisconsin farms on July 1
totaled about 18% million bushels or
11 million bushels below a year ago.
The July stocks are above average.
Farm stocks of oats are larger, but
there is about the same amount of
wheat and rye, but less barley than a
year ago,

United States Crop Prospects

Present estimates indicate that the
nation’s total crop output this year
may be considerably below last year’s
near-record production but near the
average of the past five years. The

total crop acreage to be harvested
this year will be about 1 percent be-
low the 1955 harvested acreage.
Larger acreages than a year ago are
reported for tobacco, wheat, and flax.
The hay acreage will be about the
same as harvested last year. Smaller
acreages are shown for potatoes, oats,
barley, and rye.

Increased crop production is esti-
mated for winter and durum wheat,
flax, and probably corn. Smaller crops
than harvested a year ago are indi-
cated for tobacco, oats, barley, rye,
1silpring' wheat other than durum, and

ay.

Wisconsin Milk Output
Down from June 1955

Milk production on Wisconsin farms
of 9,601 million pounds in the first
half of this year was 4% percent

above the output for the first six
months of last year. This increased
production over a year ago occurred
even though milk output in the two
flush months of May and June was
lower this year than in 1955,

Wisconsin dairy herds produced
1,786 million pounds of milk in June.
This output was slightly more than
the May production but 1 ]Eercent be-
low June last year. For the state as
a whole, pasture conditions since
spring have not been as good as a
year ago. And milk production per
cow at the beginning of both June
and July was not as high as reported
at the first of the two months last
year.

Nation's Milk Output Up
Milk production on farms in the
nation in June was 1 percent above a
year ago, and it was the highest for

Crop Summary of the United States for July 1, 1956

Acreage Production 1956 Production
(000 omitted) 1956 (000 omitted) as a percent of Yield per acre
Crop - acreage Unit
asa 10-year Indi- 10-year
1956 1955 percent of | July 1, 1956 1955 average 1955 | 10-year cated 1955 | average
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945-54 average 1956 1945-
e Wl 77,596 79,900 97.1 3,266,688 | 3,241,536 | 3,084,389 | 100.8 | 105.9 Bu. 2.1 40.6 37.1
i T T N i 1,402 1,414 (¢ S (ol 227,046 226,360 (.. _ | .. ____. Cwh  Mcidness 160.6 | 148.7
b 1,497 380 108.5 1,890,888 | 2,195,788 | 2,128,194 | 86.1 88.8 Lb. 1370 1467 1236
Oats. . S 35,427 39,138 90.5 1,143,929 1,499,282 | 1,327,496 | 76.3 86.2 Bu. 32.3 38.3 341
Barley.. . ... ... .. ____ 12,867 14,553 88.4 347,696 400,295 278,166 | 86.9 125.0 Bu. 27.0 21.5 26.6
| T s i 1,724 2,092 82.4 21,986 29,678 21,558 | 74.1 102.0 Bu. 12.8 14.2 12,5
Wb whast - . o 35,372 33,660 105.1 717,086 703,047 873,690 | 102.0 82.1 Bu. 20.3 20.9 18.3
e whent:. o oo L 2,484 1,348 184.3 30,991 20,070 30,963 | 154.4 | 100.1 Bu. 12.5 14,9 11.9
Spring wheat other than durum______ 12,610 12,247 103.0 174,185 213,644 243,636 | 81.5 71.5 Bu. 13.8 17.4 14.4
Frn S L A 5,685 4,982 114.1 42,124 1,258 37,959 | 102.1 111.0 Bu. 7.4 8.3 9.1
T 63,502 63,307 100.3 98,348 103,685 91,799 | 94.9 107.1 Ton 1.55 1.64 1.53
L e 12,003 12,242 98.8 8,763 9,007 11,849 | 96.3 74.0 || Ton i r ! .14 .83
T AR e R sremnusstslilosnmmananlecimcnransraleanssesslosscansilleseoniis 712 832 842

11049-54 average.  2July 1 condition.
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Current Trends

WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit | Date
S-yr. av. S-yr. av.
This month! | Last month Last year for month || This menth! | Last menth | Last year for
Farm Prices—Dollars
cwt. | June 3.30 3.29 3.07 3.33 3.86 3.86 3.63 3.80
ewt. | June 3.70 3.65 3.28 3.62 VTR R Sl T i L ] e o
ewt. { June 3.15 3.13 2.08 3.27 3.15 3.16 2.99 3.32
head | June 185. 185. 180. 243. 154 . 148
ewt. June 15.50 14.70 17.20 19.88 15.60 15,50 17.70 20.56
ewt. June 12.50 12.10 12.40 19.36 15.60 15.40 16.40
ewt. June 18,10 18,10 18.00 25.90 16.70 17.30 17.30 24,46
cwt, June 18.50 19.00 18.50 23.62 21.50 19.90 24.96
Ib. June 42 41 A4 .60 411 411 450 646
Ib. June 107 216 247 .269 195 .207 257 251
doz June 347 .362 315 354 363 375 338 378
bu June 1.44 1.35 1.34 1.51 1.42 1.39 1.40
bu June g .63 .72 .79 2 634 608 m
bu June 1.06 1.10 1.16 1.24 931 963 995 1.116
bu. June 1.56 1.51 1.20 1.19 1.46 1.40 1.16 1,28
bu. June 16.20 15.60 27.60 27.00 12,96 12,78 18,36 21.83
bu June 18.00 18.00 25.80 20.40 17.94 17.94 26.22 10,48
bu June 1.95 2.06 2.05 1.74 2.65 2.19 1 1.42
ton June 16.60 18,00 18,60 20.00 20.70 22.20 21.90 22,18
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 = 100
AN Rorm Priows) . _ilos Lo pet. | June 230 237 233 269 247 242 241 269
Livestock and livestock produets. .. .. pet. | June 238 236 231 272 232 233 240 286
DRIFY prodonts. ..o i ovieeinin = .| pet. | June 255 254 237 258 247 247 236 252
Meat animals === pot. June 231 223 242 322 2562 251 271 347
-| pet. June 179 195 218 230 } 171 178 177 190
--| pet. June 163 170 148 166
Cro) .| pet. June 204 208 215 212 263 252 243 250
Feed grains and hay. .. .| pet. | June 160 164 173 187 102 192 196 212
) T R --| pet. | June 195 195 241 214 266 233 240 200
Prices Farmers Pay. ....ovocomacnrn-. pet. June 284 284 287 281 264 264 263 263
Purchasing Power of Farm Products____| pet. | June 84 83 81 96 94 92 92 102
Agricultural Production and Marketing
Milk production (000,000). ... _.. Ib. June 1,786 1,783 1,806 1,713 12,656 12,074 12,520 12,152
Egg production (000,000). .. -.| no. June 191 209 188 179 4,961 5,657 4,951 4,807
Layers on farms (000).... .| head | June 10,673 11,087 10,347 10,531 284,200 203,833 282,680 291,481
Eggs per 100 layers. . . . no. June 1,788 1,888 1,812 1,703 1,745 1,801 1,751 1,659
Cows in herd freshening. . pet. June 3.67 4.73 3.02 T L | AR AR | OIS ) S S
o Calves born to be raised.._. pet. | June 32.07 33.38 28.85 36.52 UREATS L [CHDACRRnees] el | IS U
Dairy Production (000)

L1 e e s e e Ib, May 24,970 22,625 25,350 20,319 148,670 133 475 158,535 149,133
American cheese......_. 1b, May 46,935 41,315 53,950 49,372 117,325 94,840 129,475 115,340
Dried skim milk for food . cal5lb May  |ooeoeneemeoe- PEESRS AToTe 180,000 168,950 197,800 135,600
Dried skim milk for feed. sl i, May s o e = 1,840 1,600 2,300 2,546
Evaporated whole milk.._.______._ _| Ib. SRS RV, - SRR IR A AT 302,000 239,800 325,750 348,826

May 73 68 63 52 2,211 2,068 2,102 1,591
May 107 139 105 96 951 958 062 794
May 6 6 11 8 1,219 1,272 1,367 1,020
May 236 258 199 109 5,876 6,267 5,008 6,122
July 1 3,453 5,830 5,600 112,512 82,085 334,501 240,323
July 1 167,118 157,823 118,985 483,446 451,571 542,600 363,480
July 1 6,192 6,710 7,095 7,456
July 1. 31,332 25,873 31,464 24,019
July 1 520,970 484,154 581,168 394,955
July 1 122,476 120,001 97,960 130,677
July 1 1,450 1,200 2,202 2,246
July e % 6,464 5,294 7,793 8,259
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes’ Economic Indicators—United States
S-yr. S-yr.
Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | month year month month! | month year month
Grain & concentrates fed per cow? _| 1b. June 138 206 127 123 1947-49 =100 percent
Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production, adj.5. . ... pet. | May 142 143 138 123
LT R R R A b, |July 1| 81 110 81 65
per cow in herd Ib. July 1 3.89 5.28 3.08 3.40 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.5. ... pet. | May 98 99 T e
per ewt. of milk Ib. July 1 14.62 | 18.47 15.056 13.07
Wholesale Pricess . ... .. ___.. pet. | May 114 114 110 110
Cost 1000 pounds
of dairy ration................ $ June 23.03 | 23.84 | 24.01 | 26.88 || Cost of Living®................ pet. | Apr. 115 115 114 110
of poultry ration. . ............ $ June 26,09 | 26.04 | 25.82 | 20.58
i Personal Incomet
Pounds ration to equal value Non-agricultural . .. ...... ... pet. | May |.-......| 494 465 424
of 100 Ibs. milk. .. ............ Ib. June 143 138 128 124 Agrioultural. oo ... .. pet. | May |....._.. 221 221 256
of 10 doz. eggs. - - - oo Ib. June 133 139 122 120
Factory Employment, adj.5.__.__ pet. | May 106 107 106 105
Index of wholesale feed prices,
(1910-14=100) . .. .. ... ____. pet. | June | 201 108 203 226 —
;m}:ﬂ%“i" Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, based rters’ data
isconsin Crop Reporting Service, on reporters’ data.
&Fﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁf;ﬁ: 2084 pariiam, 3Computed ¥rom quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of
$ June 41.50 | 50.80 | 42.50 | 51.53 || Wisconsin dairy correspondents times number of days in month.
$ June 62.25 | 63.10| 65.50 | 70.99 || 4U. 8. Dept. of Commerce, 1935-39 base.
$ June | 78.00 | 75.80 | 65.00 | 86.26 (| SFederal Reserve Board.
$ June 81.80 | B1.40 | 79.85 | 109.79
§ June 45.75 | 52.10 | 53.50 | 58.79
$ June 74.90 | 73.80 | 65.35 | 89.60
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the month since 1945. Milk production
declined seasonally from May at
about the same rate as:.last year.
Reports from crop correspondents in-
dicated that milk production per cow
for the nation at the beginning of
June and July was at an all-time
high for both dates. Milk production
in the nation in the first six months
of this year was 3% percent above
the first half of last year. h

Pasture conditions for the nation
as a whole on July 1 averaged the
lowest for the date since 1936. Pas-
ture feed deteriorated during June as
a result of continued dry weather
over much of the country.

Increased Number of Layers
Boosts Wisconsin Egg Output

Egg production on Wisconsin farms
in June was 1% percent above June
last year, but output for the nation
in June showed no change from a
year ago.

Reports from Wisconsin crop cor-
respondents indicated that egg pro-
duction on farms showed an increase
as a result of about 3 percent more
layers since egg production per layer
in June was 1142 percent below a year
ago. A small increase in the number
of layers on farms in the nation was
offset by a slight decrease in rate of
production per bird, and egg produc-
tion showed no change from June
1955. Egg production on farms in the
state was about 6% percent above
the June average compared with an
increase of only 3 percent for the
nation.

Wisconsin laying flocks produced
191 million eggs during June, and
production for the nation is estimated
at 4,961 million eggs. Egg production
in the nation during the first half of
this year was about equal to the out-
put for the first half of 1955.

Milk and Egg Prices
Above a Year Ago

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
by farmers for products sold in June
was 239 percent of the 1910-14 aver-
age. This index was nearly 1 percent
above May and 2% percent above
June last year. Except for showing

an increase over June 1954 and 1955,
the farm products price index is the
lowest for the month since price con-
trols were in effect in 1946.

The higher index of farm product
prices results from increases over a
a year ago of 7% percent in the price
of milk and 10 percent in egg prices.
These increases more than offset price
decreases of 18 percent for poultry,
5 percent for crops, and 4% percent
for livestock.

Milk prices received for deliveries
in June averaged $3.30 a hundred
pounds for milk of average test. This
price is a cent higher than the May
average, but 23 cents more than a
year ago. Egg prices received by
farmers averaged 34% cents a dozen
in June or about 8 cents more than
a year earlier.

Prices of most meat animals were
lower in June than a year earlier.
But most of the decrease in the index
resulted from a drop of about $2.00
in hog prices. Veal ecalves averaged
slightly higher in price than in June
1955. While truck and eanning crop
prices are higher than a year ago,
these gains are more than offset by
lower prices for feed grain and hay
and fruit. Poultry prices are down 18
percent from June last year.

Prices received by Wisconsin farm-
ers remain low in relation to prices
paid. The index of prices paid dropped
1 percent from June last year to 284
percent of the 1910-14 average last
month, which is only about 214 per-
ient from the all-time high for June

952,

Because of the high level of prices
paid compared with prices received,
the purchasing power of Wisconsin
farm products in June is 16 percent
below the 1910-14 average although
3% percent above a year ago.

United States Farm Prices

Farmers throughout the nation as
well as in Wisconsin are finding
prices paid for goods and services
used in farm production and family
living close to the all-time high for
June reached in 1952. Prices received
for products gained a little from May
to June and were a bit higher than in
June last year. The index of these

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

prices gained as a result of higher
prices for fruit, potatoes, and com-
mercial vegetables. Purchasing power
of farm products was slightly above
a year ago but well below the June
1910-14 average.

New Bulletin Shows Growth of
State’s Peppermint Industry

Peppermint for oil is produced
commerecially in Wisconsin and four
other states in the nation. This crop
is relatively new in the state, and a
new bulletin has just been issued by
the Crop Reporting Service describ-
ing the growth of the peppermint in-
dustry in Wisconsin and the prospects
for the crop. This publication is Spe-
cial Bulletin No. 59, “Wisconsin Pep-
permint Production and Marketing.”

Peppermint culture was introduced
into the state’s agriculture as early
as 1943 but it was not until 1949 that
production reached commercial impor-
tance. The commercial peppermint
industry began in the United States
about 140 years ago when the crop
was first produced in Massachusetts
and New York. Since that time the
industry has moved to the mid-west
and Pacific Coast states. Estimates of
peppermint ‘Emduction are made for
Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Oregon,
and Washington.

Last year Wisconsin was tied with
Michigan for fourth place in the pro-
duction of peppermint oil with an
output of 128,000 pounds. The value
of Wisconsin crop was estimated at
$870,000.

This new bulletin describes the
pe Fermint industry in Wisconsin as
well as the nation and points out
some of the production and market-
ing problems faced by producers. The
publication was made possible through
the Research and Marketing Act of
1946 which provides federal funds to
be matched by the state for the study
of production and marketing problems
in agriculture.

A copy of the bulletin may be ob-
tained free of charge by writing to
the Wisconsin Crop Reporting Serv-
ice, Post Office Box 351, Madison 1,
Wisconsin,
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IN THIS ISSUE

August Crop Report

Wisconsin's crop pros-
pects improved slightly from
July to August, but produc-
tion of some crops probably
will be below average this
year. The nation's prospects
for crops are a little better
than a month ago but fall
short of last year's large
production.

Milk Production

Milk production on Wis-
consin farms in July fell a
bit short of July last year.
The nation's milk production
in July was above a year
ago.

Egg Production

Egg production on farms
of the state and nation was
higher in July than a year
ago as a result of increases
in the number of layers and
the production per layer.

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

The index of prices re-
ceived by Wisconsin farmers
in July was nearly 5 percent
above a year ago. Prices
paid by farmers increased
less than 1 percent from
July last year but were only
2 percent from the all-time
high for the month.

Current Trends

Fewer cattle, calves,
sheep and lambs, but more
hogs were slaughtered in
the nation in June than a
year earlier. Butter and
cheese stocks in cold stor-
age are smaller than a year
ago.

Special Items (page 4)

Grain Harvesting
Behind Schedule

Farmers Report Changes
In 1956 Oat Varieties

SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT in

Wisconsin’s crop prospects oc-
curred during July. The state’s
August crop report shows that pro-
duction of oats, barley, wheat, snap
beans, and sugar beets probably will
be above the July estimates. Pasture
conditions for the state on August 1
were above a year ago and average
for the date.

August estimates still show Wis-
consin’s corn crop may be 15 percent
above the one harvested in 19556 and
the largest on record. A crop of
nearly 158 million bushels is in pros-
pect compared with last year’s corn
production of 137 million bushels and
the average production of 127 million.

July was a cool, wet month, accord-
ing to weather reports for the state
as a whole. But rainfall was not par-
ticularly well distributed—almost too
much in some northern counties and
not enough in some of the southern
and southwestern counties. Cool
weather delayed corn development in
the northern counties during July,
but weather conditions were generally
good for ripening grain and yields on
August 1 were up from a month
earlier. Oat production in the state is
estimated at a little over 129 million
bushels or about 5% million bushels
more than at the beginning of July.
The crop still is 7 percent below the
one harvested last year and a little
below average. Little change in haﬁ
prospects occurred in the past mont
and the crop is expected to be about
8 million tons or 6 percent below a
year ago but 10 percent above
average.

Although showing some improve-
ment during the past month, produc-
tion of a number of crops probably
will be below average. Larger crops
than a year ago are now expected for
potatoes, barley, soybeans, flax, snap
beans and sweet corn for processing,
cabbage and sugar beets.

Decreased production from 1955 is
expected for tobaecco, oats, rye, wheat,
hay, peas for processing, tomatoes,
onions, cherries, and commercial ap-
ples. Smaller than average crops are
indicated for potatoes, tobacco, oats,
barley, rye, wheat, flax, peas for
processing, tomatoes, cabbage, onions,
sugar beets, and cherries.

United States Crops

Crop production prospects for the
nation also improved slightly during
July. But the combined outlook for all
crops on August 1 remained consider-
ably below last year’s outstanding
total.

Wheat soybeans, cotton, hay, and
most late crops maintained or im-
proved standings in most areas. The
corn crop declined moderately during

Weather Summary, July 1956

Temperature Precipitation
Degrees Fahrenheit ll::lhu
k-
@
Station 5 E
3 E ¥
1 é ! i iz 1 i
3 HE R
Duluth__.__ 43 | 85 |60.7/65.8|| 2.10] 3.31|]— 3.16
Spooner_._.| 45 | 86 [64.9(69.7|| 4.91| 3.75/+ 2.10
Park Falls__| 47 | 84 [62.9(68.0|| 3.16| 4.33|— 6.79
Rhinelander| 44 | 85 [64.9/67,9|| 3.88| 4.20|— 2.12
Wausau....| 48 | 84 |65.1/69.6( 4.94] 3.70/+ 0.46
Marinette_.| 60 | 85 |67.2/71.7|| 6.30| 2.57/+ 0.14
Escanmaba_._| 45 | 83 163.7/66.9|| 2.65| 3.22|— 0.57
Minneapolis| 55 | 90 |70.1]74.1|| 5.32| 2.67|+ 2.11
Eau Claire_.| 45 | 89 [66.2(72.2(( 2.19| 3.37|— 1.97
La Crosse_.| 55 | 90 |70.3(74.0|| 2.47) 3.21|4+ 0.67
Hancock...| 46 86 |66.371.8(( 3.47| 3.36)— 2,44
Oshkosh...| 48 | 85 |67.5(72.0{ 5.97| 3.20|+ 2.79
G!llll Bay..| 46 | 83 |65.0(69.9( 5.85| 2.59(+ 3.22
Manitowoc .| 53 | B4 [67.3/68.6/| 3.76| 3.26|— 2.17
Dubuque_ 51 95 (70.7(73.3|| 3.44( 3.41|]— 4.78
Madison...| 46 | 91 [70.0{73.0|| 4.50( 3.30/+ 2.95
Beloit._____ 51 | 91 169.3(73.3|| 4.95| 3.73)— 4.37
Milwaukee
(airport)..| 49 88 (67.9]71.3|| 5.37| 2.43|4 6.23
Average for B e
18 Stations| 48.7 |86.9(66.7(70.7|| 4.18] 3.32|— 0.43

the past month. The oat erop showed
little change in prospective produc-
tion from July estimates and is ex-
pected to be only about three-fourths
of the 1956 production and less than
the average annual production. Hay
production may be about 4 percent
below last year’s crop but 8 percent
above average. Potato production may
be nearly 1% percent above 1955 but
tobacco production is expected to be
9 percent smaller. Pasture conditions
on August 1 continued below last
year and average.

The nation’s peach ecrop may be
more than a fourth larger than a year
ago but a little below average. Pear
production is forecast at 3 percent
larger than 19556 and a bit above
average. While above average, the
grape crop may be 7 percent below
last year’s production. The plum crop
is expected to be larger than a year
ago, but apricot production is much
below 1956 and average.

Wisconsin Milk Production
Above July Average

Milk production on Wisconsin farms
in July was almost equal to the pro-
duction of a year ago and about 2
percent above average for the month.
This makes the third month in a row
that milk production has been a little
below the output for the correspond-
ing month last year. During the first
seven months of this year, Wisconsin
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Crop Summary of Wisconsin for August 1, 1956
Acreage Production Yield per acre
1956 as a Unit
Crop 1956 as a August 1, 10-year percent of Indi- 10-year
1956 1955 percent of 1956 1955 average cated 1955 | average
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945-54 10-year 1956 1945-
1955 | average
Lt Err B o e 0 W M 00, 2,767,000 | 2,740,000 101.0 157,719,000 (137,000,000 126,847,000 | 115.1 124.3 Bu. 57.0 50.0 49.5
Potatoes. 49,000 52,000 94.2 6,775,000 | 6,552,000 | 7,548,000 103.4 89.8 Cwt, 138.0 | 126.0 | 128.6
Tob 13,400 84.3 16,185,000 | 19,343,000 | 29,424,000 | 83.7 55.0 Lb. 1432, 1444, 1471,
2,835,000 9.0 129,122,000 (138,915,000 (130,537,000 | 93.0 98.9 Bu. 46.0 4.0 45.1
74,000 98.6 2,701,000 [ 2,590,000 | 5,447,000 | 104.3 49.6 Bu. 37.0 35.0 36.9
44,000 72.7 368,000 550,000 942,000 | 66.9 39.1 Bu. 11.5 12.5 12.2
Rier wheat..... . ... .. ... i 25,000 100.0 600,000 675,000 744,000 | 88.9 80.6 Bu. 24.0 27.0 24.0
Spring wheat__._______ " 30,000 31,000 96.8 735,000 744,000 | 1,420,000 | 98.8 51.8 Bu. 24.5 24.0 24,6
Soybeans for beans_.__ .~ 84,000 78,000 107.7 1,260,000 975,000 558,000 | 129.2 | 225.8 Bu. 15.0 12.5 14.0
Alltame hay..___.._ 3,906,000 98.2 7,845,000 | 8,343,000 | 7,105,000 | 94.0 | 110.4 || Ton 204 2.4 179
L T e A 2,340,000 105.0 5,528,000 | 5,499,000 | 3,389,000 [ 100.5 | 163.1 Ton 2.25 2.35 2.13
Clover and timothy ha, 1,469,000 88.0 2,198,000 | 2,718,000 | 3,479,000 | 80.9 63.2 Ton 1.70 1.85 1.58
Ol'llar L o e 97,000 89.7 119,000 126,000 237,000 | 94.4 50.2 Ton 1.37 1.30 1.30
Wild hay__ . . ____ 45,000 95.6 54,000 58,000 92,000 | 93.1 58.7 || Ton 1.25 1.30 1.15
ﬂlx.'...,,‘.._....,,,,,, ........ 6,01 5,000 120.0 72,000 62,000 145,000 | 116.1 49.7 Bu. 12.0 12.5 12.7
Canning peas. T T T 126,000 116,900 107.8 233,100,000 (259,520,000 (265,040,000 | 89.8 87.9 Lb. 1850. 2220. 2040.
rn for cannning . 116,000 3,400 124.2 371,200 233,500 256,200 | 159.0 | 144.9 Ton 3.2 28 2.6
Snap beans for cannin 17,800 15,100 117.9 33,800 19,600 18,100 | 172.4 | 186.7 on 1.9 1.3 1.5
Tomatoes... . __ . 1,000 900 111.1 7,000 8,600 8,200 | 81.4 85.4 Ton 7.0 9.5 6.9
Cabbage: - L oo - 7,500 6,800 110.3 90,000 61,200 97,6001 147.1 2.2 Ton 12.0 9.0 1.1
L TR e 3,100 3,200 96.9 620,000 704,000 628,000 88,1 98.7 Cwt. 200. 220, 205,51
Sugar beets__ 6,000 6,100 98.4 69,000 57,000 110,000 | 121.1 62.7 Ton 11.5 9.3 10.1
A;plo_;. o aiadah i e T ) I 0 NS ) L 1,230,000 | 1,380,000 | 1,072,000 | 89.1 114.7 )N | PV IS e ke,
e U e s A N T | e T 14,000 21,700 14,120 | 64.5 9.2 G0 Eal | TR Ty S Euiaiy
Strawberries. ____ 1,200 1,100 109.1 102,000 94,000 132,000!| 108.5 7.3 Cre.2 85 85 82!
TN RS S N  t aso| [EER b TR e SR IR oo SRR R S i oA | i 853 803 823
11949-54 average. 224-quart crate. 3August 1 condition.

dairy herds produced nearly 4 percent
more milk than in the same period in
1955.

While the state’s dairy herds have
hardly kept up with last year’s record
milk output during the summer
months, milk production in the nation
this summer has been above a year
ago. The July milk production in the
nation was 2 percent above July 1955
and production for the first seven
months was more than 8 percent
above the output for the correspond-
ing period last year.

Wisconsin’s milk output on farms
during July is estimated at 1,626
million pounds or 13 percent of the
nation’s 11,697 million pounds pro-
duced during the month. A record
milk production for the month was
reported for only Pennsylvania, Vir-
ginia, and Utah of the 33 states
reporting. The California output

equaled the July 1955 production.

Reports for August 1 show that
Wisconsin farmers fed a larger quan-
tity of grains and concentrates per
cow than a year ago or the average
for the date. Milk production per
cow on August 1 was only sli%'htly
higher than a year ago and a little
above average. The percentage of
milk cows milked on August 1 was
below a year ago and the average for
the date. For the nation, dairymen
were feeding more grain and concen-
trates per cow than a year ago, there
was a larger percentage of cows
milked, and production per cow on
August 1 was at an all-time high for
the date.

Wisconsin Egg Production
Highest for July Since 1948

Wisconsin farm flocks produced 187
million eggs in July. This was almost

7 percent above the July 1955 produc-
tion and about 13 percent above aver-
age for the month. Egg production in
July was the highest for the month
since 1948. The increased production
over a year ago resulted a greater
number of layers in farm flocks and
a higher rate of production per layer.
During the first seven months of this
year Wisconsin farm flocks have pro-
duced 1,443 million eggs or nearly
1% percent more than in the same
period last year.

Farm flocks in the nation laid 4,752
million eggs in July. This production
was 3 %ercent above a year ago and
the highest on record for July. Egg
production in the nation increased
over a year ago because of the
greater number of layers on farms as
well as a higher rate of production
per layer. The number of hens and
pullets af laying age plus the pullets
not of laying age on farms in the

Crop Summary of the United States for August 1, 1956

Acreage Production 1956 Production
(000 omitted) (000 omitted) as a percent of Yield per acre
Crop — Unit
1956 as a August 1 10-year Indi- 10-year
1956 1955 percent of 1956 1955 average 1955 | 10-year cated 1955 | average
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945- average 1956 1945-54
Corn_........_. - 77,596 79,900 97.1 3,143,779 | 3,241,536 | 3,084,389 | 97.0 101.9 Bu. 40.5 40.6 37.1
Potatoes. . ..___. T 1,402 1,414 99.1 230,277 227,046 226,360 | 101.4 | 101.7 Cwt 164.3 | 160.6 | 148.7
(] T R O R 1,380 1,497 92.2 1,997,637 | 2,195,788 | 2,128,194 | 91.0 93.9 Lb. 1448, 1467, 1236.
Oats_. .. 35,427 39,138 90.5 1,139,727 | 1,499,282 1,327,496 | 76.0 85.9 Bu. 2.2 38.3 4.1
Barley.... . .. 12,867 14,553 88.4 361,472 400,295 278,166 | 90.3 | 129.9 Bu. 28,1 27,5 26.6
7y LT PR A e 0 s, 1,724 2,092 82.4 21,961 29,678 21,558 | 74.0 | 101.9 Bu. 12.7 14.2 12.8
Winter wheat. . .......coooooooooios 35,372 33,660 105.1 21,946 703,047 873,690 | 102.7 82.6 Bu. 20.4 20.9 18.3
Durum wheat____.. .._______ 2,484 1,348 184.3 34,798 20,070 30,963 | 173.4 112.4 Bu. 14.0 14.9 11.9
' 103.0 182,244 213,644 243,636 | 85.3 74.8 Bu. 14.5 17.4 14.4
114.1 4,250 41,258 37,959 | 107.3 116.6 Bu. 7.8 8.3 9.1
100.3 99,170 103,685 91,799 | 95.6 108.0 Ton 1.56 1.64 1.53
98.8 8,537 9,097 11,849 93.8 72.0 Ton . .71 TGE" ’53
....................................................................... 0! 9

! August 1 condition,
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Current Trends
WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date
S-yr. av, S-yr. av,
This month! | Last month Last year for month This month! | Last month Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
ewt. | July 3.35 3.27 3.13 3.42 4,01 3.85 3.80 4.06
ewt. | Ju 3.80 3.65 3.43 ! P S | I ] PO e PSS e sk
ewt. [ July 3.15 3.12 3.01 3.30 3.18 3.14 3.03 3.37
hs Ju 185. 185. 180, 239 154, 154. 148. 201.
cwt, July 15.00 15.50 16.30 20.20 15.20 15.60 16.40 21.04
ewt. | July 12,00 12,50 12.00 19.24 15.40 15.60 16.10 22,32
ewt. July 17.50 18.10 18.00 25,50 16.40 16.70 16.80 23.86
cwt, July 18.00 18.50 17.10 22.96 19.30 20.80 18,70 24,32
Ib. July 43 A2 43 58 414 411 449 621
Ib July 198 197 240 255 .206 195 247 250
doz July 345 347 .324 390 365 363 .352 413
.| bu. July 1.45 1.44 1.34 1.53 1.43 1.42 1.40 1.55
bu. July 66 Nl .65 i .653 .632 .598 735
bu July 1.05 1.05 1.14 1.23 048 031 955 1.16
bu uly 1.40 1.55 1.20 1.22 1.49 1.46 1.14 1.25
bu. July 16.20 16.20 24.60 25.76 13.32 12.96 17.46 21.18
bu uly 18.00 18.00 24.00 18.44 18,24 17.94 23.70 19.07
bu uly 3.30 1. 1.70 1.82 3.11 2 9 1.43
ton July 16.20 16.60 18.10 18.52 20.20 20.70 20.70 21.40
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 — 100
July 243 238 232 273 244 247 236 270
July 238 236 231 278 232 232 236 200
July 250 253 242 266 253 247 242 258
July 223 231 233 323 246 252 259 348
July 180 179 213 226 174 171 179 202
uly 162 163 152 183
July 232 204 212 258 263 236 248
July 161 160 167 184 194 192 190 212
I 5 o uly 195 195 241 212 225 266 236 197
Prices Farmers Pay.._....__..._ pet. July 286 284 285 281 266 264 262 263
Purchasing Power of Farm Products_ .| pet. | July 85 84 81 97 92 94 90 103
Agricultural Production and Marketing

Milk production (000,000)... ... ... l Ib. July 1,526 1,783 1,527 1,490 11,697 12,620 11,453 11,323

Egg production (000,000) July 187 191 175 166 4,752 4,961 4,617 4,351

Layers on farms (000).....____ July 10,501 10,673 10,150 10,084 280,621 284,200 276,192 280,143

Eggs per 100 layers_......____ 7 July 1,761 1,788 1,724 1,648 1,693 1,745 1,672 554

Cows in herd freshening... ... .| July 3.64 3.67 3.35 L e e R B i e e alioaaes

Calves born tobe raised...____________ i July 31.96 32.07 27.61 ol | s T SRS R | PO SRRt R S s

Dairy Production (000)

LT T R R TS i June 24,860 24,970 23,566 20,176 147,885 148,670 153,080 149,580
Angerlcan chegse.-_.____._ i June 54,230 46,935 55,130 54,266 123,450 117,325 126,330 118,986
Dried skim milk for food . - J June 177,400 180,000 181,300 131,847
Dried skim milk for feed. . .| b, June 1,850 1,840 1,850 2,556
Evaporated whole milk_..___________ X June 305,200 302,000 304,500 341,154
June 6 73 67 47 2,219 2,211 2,237 1,585
June 81 107 03 77 943 951 1,009 828
June fi 6 10 9 1,231 1,219 1,366 1,119
June 190 236 187 107 5,180 5,876 4,608 4,020
Aug. 1 6,705 5,482 8,256 6,246 137,648 113,318 352,130 274,022
Aug. 1 191,896 185,491 164,564 129,079 515,545 486,883 561,482 391,570
Aug. 1 6,846 6,360 7,580 8,326
; Aug. 1 32,602 31,262 28,923 25,781
........... 5 Aug. 1 554,993 524,505 507,985 425,686
Aug. 1 128,743 119,649 101,042 123,956
Bhell eggs. ... Aug. 1 1,259 1,453 2,244 1,975
Alloggh.....cconcenreransennnsssas Aug. 1 6,458 6,464 7,920 7,761
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes? Economic Indicators—United States

S-yr. S-yr.

Item Unit | Dat This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for

month! | month year | month month! | month | year month

Grain & concentrates fed per cow? _ | b, July 123 138 123 111 1947-49 =100 percent

Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production, adj.5_.__| pet. | June 141 142 139 122
w1t e RS R S o | IBs Aug. 1 | 86 81 79 68
per cow in herd e |15 Aug. 1 4.04 3.89 3.96 3,65 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.5_.__._| pet. | June 95 98 I
per owt. of milk................. Ib. | Aug. 1| 18.86 | 14.62 | 18.24 | 16.35 g

Wholesale Pricess. ... _____ pet. | June 114 114 110 109

Cost 1000 pounds .
of dairy ration.._._..... e i | July 22,95 | 23.03 | 23.16 | 26.78 || Cost of Livings............... pet. | May 115 115 114 111
of poultry ration. .........__.. $ July 26,32 | 26.09 | 25.56 | 20.68

i Personal Income#

Pounds ration to equal value Noq-ufriculturnl ........... pet. | June 169 169 158 144
of 100 Ibs, milk ... ..___.____.. 1b. July 146 142 135 128 Agricoltural. oo oo pet. | June 81 86 85 04
of 10/dox. eege. .- nooon oo b, | July 131 133 127 132 by J

] Factory Employment, adj.5__._.| pet. | June 106 107 106 105

Index of wholesale feed prices,

(1910-14=100) .« o «.-............ ceee| pet. | July 201 201 198 226 At
im“"“i‘? Wi Crop Re Service, based daf

Whol pared by Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, based on reporters’ data.

f.n.b'e;.tlal:ﬁl;e:;i b 3Computed from quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of
T S S SRR A T, $ July 42.30 | 41.50 | 41.50 | 51,86 || Wisconsin dairy correspondents times number of days in month,

Linseed meal $ |Juy | 6270| 6235 | 6525 | 7160 || 3U. B Dept. of Commerce.

Corn gluten meal. $ |July | 70l00 | 78,00 | 65.00 | 86.20 || *Federal  Board,
ankage. ... $ July 82.80 | 81.80 | 86.65 | 111.56

Middlings. ... $ July 47.10 | 45.75 | 48.00 | 57.12

Soybean meal 3 July 60.16 | 74,00 | 67,60 | 93.44
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nation at the beginning of August
was 2 percent larger than a year ago
but 13 percent below the average for
the date. Reports from poultrymen in-
dicate that pullets are being moved
into laying flocks earlier than a few
years ago.

Some Farm Product Prices
Show Gains from a Year Ago

According to July reports for Wis-
consin increases in the prices received
by farmers for milk, eggs, and crops
more than offset the decreases in the
prices received for poultry and meat
animals. These price changes resulted
in an increase from July last year of
between 4 and 5 percent in the index
of prices received by the state’s
farmers.

But some of this gain occurred by
the unusual rise in the price of pota-
toes which did much to raise the index
of crop prices nearly 14 percent from
June to July and 13 percent above
July last year. If potato prices had
remained at last year's level, the
farm product price index would have
shown an increase of about 3% per-
cent.

Prices received for milk sold by
Wisconsin farmers averaged $3.35 a
hundred pounds for milk of average
test or 7 percent above the July 1955
average. Poultry prices dropped 15
percent from July last year and meat
animal prices were down 4 percent.

The index of prices paid by farm-
ers for goods and services used in
farm production and family living
increased less than 1 percent from
July last year. These prices average
as high as in July 1953 and are only
about 2 ﬁlercent from the all-time
high for the month reported for 1952,

Wisconsin’s index of purchasing
power of farm products rose nearly
b percent from July last year. The
index in the past month was 85 per-
cent of the 1910-14 average and
except for July 1954 and 1955 was the
lowest for the month since 1940,

New Oat Varieties Gaining
Popularity in Wisconsin

A recent survey of more than 900
Wisconsin farmers shows that only a
fifth of their oat acreage was seeded
with Branch this year compared with
a fourth reported by farmers in a
similar survey last year. But Branch
continues to be the leading variety
used even though it lost some of its
popularity in the past year.

This year the Sauk variety moved
into second place with 16 percent of
the acreage seeded compared with
only b percent last year. Clinton held
second place last year but only fifth
this year. Clintland ranked third this
year with 13 percent of the acreage
while a year ago it accounted for less
than 4 percent.

The popularity of Ajax continues
with 11 percent of the oats seeded
with this variety both this year and
in 1955. This variety is particularly
popular in the northern counties al-
though Sauk gained some acreage
this year.

The Clinton oat variety last year
accounted for 18 percent of the oat
acreage on farms of the men report-
ing this year. This year the survey

Wisconsin Oat Varieties'
Percent of 1956 Seeded Acreage

District  |Branch| Sauk | Clint- | Ajax | Clin- | All
land ton | other

Northwest.__| 24 5 1 52 1 17
Nerth. . __.__ 29 14 6 22 8 21
Northeast_ .| 29 22 1 16 11 z1
West._..._| 22 21 7 15 9 26
Central______ 28 9 3 17 9 4
East...____. 19 24 13 5 10 29
Southwest.._| 17 21 12 1 8 41
South....._. 16 11 29 1 12 31
Southeast__.| 15 14 24 1 12 34
State__.__ 21 16 13 11 9 30

1From reports by 922 Wisconsin farmers.

shows Clinton oat acreage was only
9 percent of the total.

Spring Grain Harvesting
Behind Schedule This Year

Reports from Wisconsin’s erop cor-
respondents indicate that only 37 per-
cent of the spring grain was har-
vested by the first of August com-
E‘ared with the usual 60 percent.

armers in all sections of the state
were late with grain harvesting this
year.

Spring Grain Harvested!
Wisconsin - August 1, 1956

Harvested Usuall
District by Augll 1 by

19 August 1
Percent Percent

19 40

4 26

3 33

b7

21 57

12 48

83 86

69 76

48 60

37 60

m;.bh reported by Wisconsin Crop Reporters on August 1,

The above normal rainfall and be-
low normal temperatures which pre-
vailed throughout much of July
changed the grain harvesting schedule
considerably compared with recent
years. Farmers particularly in the
northern counties have been having
considerable difficulty in harvesting
both grain and hay this year because
of the unusually heavy rainfall.

In the state’s northeastern counties
Wisconsin’s crop reporters harvested
only about 3 percent of their spring
grain compared with the usual 33
percent, In the southwest where it has
been drier, farmers harvested 83 per-
cent of the spring grain compared
with the usual 86 percent.
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IN THIS ISSUE

September Crop Report

Weather conditions in
August were good for pas-
tures but were generally
unfavorable for maturing of
late crops and hay harvest-
ing. As a whole, crop pros-
pects in the nation improved
during August.

Milk Production

Milk production on farms
in the state and nation in
August was above August
last year. During the Janu-
ary through August period
more milk was produced in
Wisconsin and the nation
than in the same period last
year.

Egg Production
Wisconsin's egg produc-
tion in August was up 12
percent from a year ago
and an increase of 6 per-
cent is shown for the nation.

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

Prices received and paid

by Wisconsin farmers in-

creased from July to August

and showed gains over
August last year.

Current Trends

Cold storage stocks of
butter, cheese, and eggs are
below a year ago but stocks
of poultry are higher. But-
ter, American cheese, and
evaporated milk production
in the nation is above a
year ago.

Special News ltems (page 4)

Red Meat Output
Trend to Change

Smaller Cranberry Crop

‘ Expected This Year

ASTURE CONDITIONS for the
state as a whole are much better

than a year ago and are above aver-
age. August was a wet, cool month
and pastures on September 1 aver-
aged 84 percent of normal compared
with only 62 percent a year ago when
drought conditions prevailed over
much of the state, While weather con-
ditions were good for pastures, they
were unfavorable for harvesting sec-
ond crop hay and maturing of crops.

Some oats were still to be harvested
in the northern counties ag late as
September 1. Rains in the northern
counties also showed hay harvesting.
The cool, wet weather has not been
favorable to the maturing of Wiscon-
sin’s corn crop. September estimates
indicated that there may be a corn
crop of 160% million bushels if we
have some weeks of warm, dry
weather. This would be the largest
corn crop on record and 17 percent
above last year’s harvest.

Although crop prospects as a whole
have not been as good as a year ago,
feed supplies probably will be ade-
quate for the coming feeding season
in Wisconsin. Hog numbers will be
smaller than a year ago, and milk
cow numbers are leveling off, The oat
crop is estimated at 7 percent under
last year but the production of 129
million bushels will be only 1 percent
below average. Hay production of
nearly 8 million tons this year will be
4 percent below last year but still the
fourth largest crop on record.

Wisconsin’s potato crop, both late
summer and fall potatoes, will be
larger than a year ago according to
September 1 estimates. The state’s
late summer potato crop is estimated
at nearly 2% million bushels and the
fall crop at 4% million bushels. Total
production of potatoes this year will
be about 8 percent above last year.

Tobacco production of 16% million
pounds will be 14 percent below last
year and 43 percent below the 10-year
average production. While yields are
somewhat lower than last year, much
of the production decrease results
from a smaller acreage for harvest
this year.

Cabbage yields are larger than last
year but the yields of commercial on-
ions average smaller. Present esti-
mates indicate 60 percent more cab-
bage but 10 percent fewer onions will
be harvested than last year.

The September crop report for Wis-
consin shows larger crops than a year
ago for corn, potatoes, flax, soybeans,
sugar beets, cabbage, carrots, and
the crops of snap beans, corn, lima
beans, and beets for processing.
Smaller crops than harvested last
year are expected for tobacco, oats,

Weather Summary, August 1956

Temperature Precipitation
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches
-
Station ﬁ ég E
AR NN
HEEEIREEL
Duluth._...| 42 | 85 |62.0(64.8(| 4,59] 3.19|— 1.76
Spoomer____| 37 | 87 |65.7/66.5|| 6.06/ 3.40/-+ 4.76
Park Falls. .| 39 | 83 |64.3/64.4|| 5.25| 4.12|]— 5.66
Rhinelander| 41 | 84 166.1/64.5|| 5.55| 3.87|— 0.44
Wausau..__| 43 87 169.4/66.7(| 3.01| 3.69|— 0.42
Marinette. .| 45 89 |68.4/68.8(| 3.24] 2.84|+ 0.54
Escanaba_._| 43 | 88 (64.9/64.9|| 3.44| 2.89|— 0.02
Minneapolis| 45 | 90 [71.2/71.5|| 5.22| 2,79+ 4.54
Eau Claire..| 44 | 89 70.369.6|| 4.94| 3.52|— 0.80
La Crosse..| 47 | 92 |71.6/71.4|| 3.47| 3.29(+ 0.85
Hancock.. .| 41 |92 |67.9/68.7|| 5.58| 3.37|— 0.23
Oshkosh...| 46 91 |68.6/69.2|| 4.28( 3.09|+ 3.98
GreenBay..| 44 | 85 |66.8/67.8(| 3.09| 3.03|+ 3.28
Manitowoe .| 51 | 86 |69.0/67.0(| 3.42| 3.10|]— 1.85
Dubuque...( 44 |93 |70.8/70.7|| 3.55| 3.60|]— 4.83
Madison_..| 44 | 95 |70.7/70.7|| 5.64| 2.89|+ 5.70
Beloit.. ... 40 94 [72.5|71.0|| 2.74| 3.63|— 5.26
Milwaukee
(airport)..| 48 | 93 |70.1/69.9( 2.96| 2.62|+ 6.57
Average for
18 Stations| 43.6 [89.1(68.4/68.2| 4.22| 3.27|+ 0.50

barley, hay, wheat, peas and toma-
toes for processing, mint for oil, cher-
ries, cranberries, and commercial
apples,

United States Crop Prospects

Prospects on September 1 for total
output of crops were only moderately
below the high level of 1955. Favor-
able crop development throughout
much of the Corn Belt and other im-
portant areas during August more
than offset drought damage to late
crops in some other sections. The
largest gains were made by spring
wheat, corn, soybeans, flaxseed, bar-
ley, potatoes, dry beans, and tobacco.
Some increases in production pros-
pects over August 1 were indicated
for oats, hay, sugar beets, and sweet
potatoes.

Reductions in crop prospects from
August 1 are indicated for sorghum
grain, cotton, rice, sugar cane, pea-
nuts, and pecans. In some of the
northern and northeastern sections
threat of early frost makes prospects
uncertain for flax, beans, and corn.

Milk Production Above
August Last Year

Milk production on Wisconsin farms
in the first two-thirds of this year
was about 3% percent above the to-
tal for the corresponding eight
months of 1965. This increased pro-
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Crop Summary of Wisconsin for September 1, 1956
Acreage Production Yield per acre
1956 as a Unit
Crop 1956 as a |September 1, 10-year percent of Indi- 10-year
1956 1955 percent of 19 1955 average cated 1955 lm!:
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945. 10-year 1956 1945-
1955 | average
L T e 2,767,000 | 2,740,000 101.0 1€0,486,000 (137,000,000 126,847,000 | 117.1 126.5 Bu. 58.0 50.0 49.5
Potatoes, late summer___ . - 17,000 17,900 95.0 2,465,000 | 2,255,000 | 2,514,000'| 109.3 98.11 || Cwt. 145, 126. 124.1
Potatess, fall... ... T " 32,000 34,100 93.8 4,640,000 | 4,297 000 ,034 000t 108.0 92.21 Cwt, 145. 126. 133.1
Tomeen. o 11,300 13,400 84.3 16,666,000 | 19,343,000 | 29,424,000 | 86.2 56.6 Lb. 1475, 1444, 1471
L R 2,807,000 | 2,835,000 9.0 129,122,000 (138,915,000 |130,537,000 | 93.0 98.9 Bu. 46.0 9.0 45.1
By 73,000 74,000 98.6 2,482,000 | 2,590,000 | 5,447,000 | 95.8 45.6 Bu. 34, 35.0 36.9
wt....-,....... Ramsaas i 32,000 44,000 2.7 368,000 550,000 942,000 | 66.9 39.1 Bu. 11.5 12.5 12,2
ket S 25,000 25,000 100.0 600,000 675,000 T44,000 | 88.9 80.6 Bu. 24.0 27.0 4.0
NSRS . ool 30,000 31,000 96.8 750,000 744,000 1,420,000 | 100.8 52.8 Bu. 25.0 24.0 24.6
N e 6,000 5,000 120.0 75,000 62,000 145,000 | 121.0 51.7 || Bu. 12,5 12.5 12.7
Soybeans for beans__ 84,000 78,000 107.7 1,302,000 975,000 ,000 | 133.5 | 233.3 Bu. 15.5 12.5 14.0
Sugar beets. . _ 6,000 6,100 98.4 69,000 57,000 110,000 | 121.1 62.7 Ton 11.5 9.3 10.1
Alltame hay_.. ... . -| 3,837,000 | 3,906,000 98.2 7,975,000 | 8,343,000 7,105,000 | 95.6 12.2 Ton 2.08 2.4 1.79
Alfalfa hl:.‘ .| 2,457,000 | 2 340,000 105.0 5,528,000 | 5,499,000 | 3,389,000 | 100.5 | 163 1 Ton 2.25 2,35 .13
Clover and timothy Wi 1,293,000 1,469,000 88.0 2,327,000 | 2,718,000 , 479,000 85.6 66.9 Ton 1.80 1.85 1.58
et tame oy, ... . ... . . .. 87,000 97,000 89.7 120,000 126,000 237,000 | 95.2 50.6 || Ton 1.38 1.30 1.30
Wiyt ol o= 43,000 45,000 95.6 54,000 58,000 92,000 | 93.1 58.7 Ton 1.25 1.30 1.15
Peas for canning_._______ . 126,000 116,900 107.8 233,100,000 (259,520,000 (265,040,000 89.8 87.9 Lb. 1850, 2220. 2040,
Corn for canming. . _____ . 116,000 93,400 124.2 382,800 233,500 256,200 | 163.9 | 149.4 || Ton 3.3 2.5 2.6
Snap beans for canning_ .~ 17,800 15,100 117.9 35,600 19,600 18,100 | 181.6 | 196.7 Ton 2.0 1.3 1.8
Lima beans for canning_ . _ _ _ __ 6,500 7.300 89.0 12,360,000 | 10,360,000 ,900,000 | 119.3 | 138.9 Lb. 1900, 1420,  [1480.
Beets for canning._..._______ 8,300 7,200 115.3 78,900 49 700 55,400 | 158.8 | 142.4 Ton 9.5 6.9 8.5
Tomatoes for canning 1,000 900 111.1 7,500 8,600 8,200 | 87.2 91.5 Ton 1.5 9.5 6.9
GRS, oo T 7,500 6,800 110.3 97,500 61,200 97,600!| 159.3 99.9! (| Ton 13.0 9.0 1.1
Onions, commercial 3,100 3,200 96.9 635,500 704,000 628,000'| 90.3 | 101.2! || Cwt. 205, 220, 205,5!
Carrots_..____.. ... ___ i 2,300 2,200 104.5 1,311,000 1,166,000 1,327,000' | 112.4 98.8! || Bu. 570. 530. 4871
Miatheroll..............___C e 2,700 3,200 84.4 94,000 128,000 56,000!| 73.4 167.91 || Lb. 35.0 40.0 4.0
Aspbon, copiommeetil o cooc ool n PG el 1,230,000 | 1,380,000 | 1,072,000 | 89.1 | 114.7 Bu.
Cherries_____________ bk s 14,000 21,700 14,120 | 64.5 99.2 Ton
gunhnfriu“ Fes AR IR I 280,000 315,000 199,200 88.9 140.6 Bbl
i i Lo EERESE CRR R SRS WS e s [ P SRR S e e e | T I S | P e

11940-54 average.  2September 1 condition,

duction occurred even though the
May through July milk output was
below the three months of last year.

Wisconsin dairy herds produced
1,324 million pounds of milk in
August, and total production during
the month for the nation is estimated
at 10,794 million pounds. The August
milk production was nearly 1 percent
greater than a year ago for Wiscon-
sin compared with an increase of
nearly 3 percent for the nation.

The increased milk production over
August last year in Wisconsin results
from a small increase in milk pro-
duction per cow. The percentage of
the cows milked appears to be slightly
smaller than a year ago and no in-
crease in milk eow numbers is indi-
cated. Milk production per cow in

Wisconsin dairy herds averaged 18%%
pounds on September 1, and nearly
three-fourths of the states milk cows
were in production on that date,

For the nation, milk production
during August was the highest for
the month since the 1945 record. Milk
production did not decline seasonally
from July to August as rapidly as
last year and usual.

Wisconsin Egg Production
Well Above August 1955

Egg production on Wisconsin farms
in August was close to the 1944 rec-
ord for the month, and farm flocks
in the nation produced the largest
number of eggs on record for August.

Estimates for August show 177

million eggs produced on Wisconsin
farms or 12 percent more than the
August 19556 output and 18 percent
above average for the month. This
high production was achieved with an
all-time high for the month in output
per layer and the largest number of
layers estimated for any August since
1948,

For the nation, farm flocks pro-
duced 4,559 million eggs or 6 percent
more than were produced in August
last year and nearly 18 percent more
than the average for the month. E g
production per layer was at an all-
time high for August and was 3 per-
cent above a year ago. The number
of layers was also up 8 percent from
August last year.,

Crop Summary of the United States for September 1, 1956

Acreage Production 1956 Production
(000 omitted) (000 omitted) as a per of Yield per acre
Crop —_— - Unit
1956 as a | September 1 10-year Indi- 10-year
1955 percent of 1956 1955 average 1955 | 10-year cated 1955 | average
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945-54 average 1956 1945-54
I S g o b v b s e 2 e 17,596 79,900 97.1 3,335,730 | 3,241,536 | 3,084,389 | 102.9 108.1 Bu. 43.0 40.6 37.1
Potatoes Py e e 1,402 1,414 99.1 233,676 227,046 226,360 | 102.9 103.2 Cwt. 166.7 | 160.6 1487
ebmeess s 1,380 1,497 92.2 2,029,023 | 2,195,788 | 2,128,194 | 92.4 95.3 Lb. 1471, 1467, 1236.
Oats___ 35,427 39,138 90.5 1,154,595 1,499 282 | 1,327,496 | 77.0 87.0 Bu, 32.6 38.3 3.1
Barley. 12,867 14,553 88.4 370,254 400,295 278,166 | 92.5 133.1 Bu. 28.8 27.5 26.6
Rye_... 1,724 2,002 82.4 21,961 29,678 21,558 | 74.0 101.9 Bu. 12.7 14.2 12,5
Winter wheat.____________.___..__. 35,372 33,660 105.1 721,946 703,047 873,690 | 102.7 82.6 Bu. 20.4 20.9 18.3
Dorawwheat .. ..o 2,484 1,348 184.3 37,945 20,070 30,963 | 189.1 122.5 Bu, 15.3 14.9 11.9
Spring wheat other than drum._.____ 12,610 12,247 103.0 206,683 213,644 243,636 | 96.7 84.8 Bu. 16.4 17.4 14.4
T s i A 5,685 4,982 114.1 50,326 41,258 37,959 | 122.0 | 132,6 || Bu. 8.9 8.3 9.1
Tame hay 63,502 63,307 100.3 100,028 103,685 91,799 | 96.5 109.0 Ton 1.58 1.64 1.53
Wild bay................ ----| 12,003 12,242 98.8 8,789 9,007 11,849 | 96.6 74.2 || Ton .73 .4 .83
POPND o ooivacionmnnsnissansnneiisfiunnasvansanlonnave snsan|on s srandasis ds manbbined |messssats il b imsnmm el IS 681 681 75!

18eptember 1 condition.
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Current Trends

WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date _—
S-yr. av, S-yr. av,
This month! | Last month Last year for month This month! | Last month Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
Aug. 3.40 3.33 3.24 3.54 4.10 3.98 3.08 4,22
ug. 3.90 3.75 3.72 P T | RS TN ) SR R (N nisf syt i T 25
Aug. 3.25 3.19 3.08 3.41 3.25 3.18 3.10 3.48
Aug. 190, 185. 175. 234, 155, 154, 147, 200
Aug. 16,00 15,00 15.50 20.94 16.20 15.20 15.70 21.52
Aug. 11,50 12.00 11.10 18.40 16.30 15.40 15,70 21.90
Aug. 18.40 17.50 18.30 25.44 16,50 16.40 16.7 23.44
: Aug. 17.20 18.00 17.00 23,08 18.90 19.30 18.40 7
| Aug. 43 43 45 6 413 414 427 598
| Aug. 186 198 220 . 249 187 .205 244 258
Aug. 349 345 367 435 369 365 304 47
Aug. 1.45 1.27 1,54 1.45 1.43 1.30 1.57
Aug. 67 .66 .73 680 .53 540 731
’ Aug. 1.15 1.056 1.06 1.32 969 048 884 1.16
Aug. 1.38 1.40 1.15 1.15 1.42 1.49 .10 1.23
L Aug. 16.80 16.20 15.00 25.72 14.28 13.32 15.96 21.05
| ug. 18.00 18.00 21.00 18.26 17.70 18,24 21.00 18.04
‘ Aug. 2.10 3.30 1.20 1.83 1.40 3.11 8 1.41
Aug. 16.10 16.20 18.00 19.44 20.60 20.20 20.90 22.48
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 — 100
Aug, 243 242 233 279 237 244 232 271
Aug. 241 236 233 285 238 232 236 203
Aug, 263 258 251 273 256 253 249 266
Aug. 228 223 222 323 250 246 251 47
Aug. 17 180 198 224 171 174 191 212
Aug. 164 162 172 204
Aug. 211 232 101 214 236 258 228 245
Aug. 169 161 156 190 197 104 178 216
Aug. 195 195 243 210 210 225 208 196
Aug. 287 286 282 281 267 266 261 204
Aug. 85 85 83 09 89 92 80 103
Agricultural Production and Marketing
Milk production (000,000)......_.._____ Ib. Aug. 1,324 1,526 1,314 1,203 10,794 11,607 10,515 10,405
Egg production (000,000)...._......... no. Aug. 177 187 158 150 4,550 4,752 4,205 4,044
Layers on farms (000) .-~ vvoermena- head | Aug. 10,798 10,591 10,249 10,012 287,630 280,621 270,550 281,836
Eggs per 100 layers..._. ... _....._... no. Aug. 1,643 1,761 1,538 1,499 ; 1,693 1,536 1,435
Cows in herd freshening............... pet. Aug. 6.71 3.64 5.58 CT T T SRR M S TR R | [y s
w  Calves born to be raised_._________.___ pet. | Aug. 37.66 31.96 37.43 D I | e s enn
Dairy Production (000)
Bﬂ'-f&.l ............................ 1b. July 129,080 147,885 124,895 131,504
American cheese.........cooauoaaa-- Ib July 102, 600 123,450 100,715 100,905
Dried skim milk for food........... b, | July 131,100 177,400 127,500 99,647
Dried skim milk for feed...__....._. Ib. July 1,900 1,850 1,400 1,807
Evaporated whole milk....____.__._. 1b. July 268,850 305,200 257,800 283,560
Livestock Slaughter (000)
R e S R el N T g P 11 71 66 63 51 2,201 2,219 2,056 1,604
* July 4 81 70 60 082 0943 933 845
July 9 6 7 10 1,314 1,231 1,220 1,133
July 190 190 158 172 5,070 5,180 4,197 4,317
Sept. 1 6,361 6,705 6,600 5,792 114,282 133,918 327,617 270,827
Sept. 1 188,008 191,896 162,350 130,952 508,716 512,474 562,419 401,728
Sept. 1 e 8,470 6,850 6,845 8,466
Sept. 1 30,775 32,010 27,0627 25,572
Sept. 1 547,060 551,334 596,801 435,766
Sept. 1 162,369 126,769 119,769 131,051
Sept. 1 1,014 1,259 1,680 1,464
Sept. 1 5,071 6,431 6,979 6,614
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes? Economic Indicators—United States
S-yr. Seyr.
Item Unit | Dat This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | month | year | month month! | month | year | month
Grain & concentrates fed per cow3 .| Ib. Aug. 127 123 130 114 1947-49 =100 percent
Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production, adj.5..._| pet. | July 136 141 139 122
perfarm._._.._..._. Ib. Sept. 1] 88 86 89 69
per cow in herd Ib. Sept. 1 4.14 4.04 4.40 3.71 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.5..... pet. | July 81 95 [ e
per ewt. of milk. Ib. Sept.1 | 21,42 | 18B.86 | 22.78 | 19.03 ;
Wholesale Prices®. .. .......... pet. | July 114 114 110 110
Cost 1000 pounds
of dni:?f L A, $ Aug. 23,53 | 22.95 | 21.60 | 26.80 || Cost of Livings..... .. ___.._. pet. | June 116 115 114 11
of poultry ration $ ug 26.95 | 26.32 | 24.02 | 20.78
Personal Incomet
Pounds ration to equal value Non-agricultural. ... ... pet. | July 169 169 161 144
of 100 Ibs, milk.....oooneeennn Ib. Aug. 144 145 150 132 Agricultural . ... ___._.. pet. | July 86 80 84 100
of 10 doz. eggs. - e oeoeeeeeeean Ib. Aug. 129 131 153 146 i
Factory Employment, adj.5._...| pet. | July 103 106 106 104
Ind{ax of wholesale feed prices,
(1010-14=100) .. .. __.____- pet. | Aug. | 205 201 184 224 ;;:Hmiﬁ' " £l s s :
W] pared by Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, based on reporters' data.
f,.,'_‘ﬁ,]e&“l,fif::f SOME TH8 SOn, 3Computed from quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of
T I S $ Aug. 42.00 | 42.30 | 41.00 | 51.22 || Wisconsin dairy correspondents times number of days in month.
Linseed meal..._..__...1.0. § |Aw | 6340| 6270 | 04.20 | 73.40 || 4U. 8. Dept. of Commerce.
Corn gluten meal___.__________ H Aug. | 76.00 | 70.00 | 63.00 | 86.07 || ®Federal Reserve Board.
Tan iBe s anuansaiinissnnnnns $ Aug, 82.60 | 82.80 | 82.75 | 115.67
Middings. . o s, H Aug. 46,00 | 47.10 | 42.60 | 53.72
Soybean meal. ... $ Aug. 66.30 | 60.15 | 68.05 | 902,14
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Mid-August farm product prices
show that chicken and egg prices
were lower than a year earlier in both
the state and nation. Prices for
chickens in August averaged about
18%2 cents per pound and eggs 35
cents per dozen, according to Wis-
consin price reports. Wisconsin poul-
try ration costs are higher than a
year ago and egg prices are down,
which makes the egg-feed price ratio
much ‘less favorable to production
than a year ago.

Some Gains Reported
For Farm Product Prices

The Wisconsin index of prices re-
ceived for farm products for August
at 287 percent of the 1910-14 aver-
age was slightly above July and
almost 2 percent above August a year
ago. Higher prices prevailed for most
commodity groups. July prices of
dairy products, meat animals, eggs,
and feed grain and hay have edged
upward. There was little or no change
in the fruits and truck and canning
crop groups but a sharp decline oc-
curred from July in the price indexes
for poultry and crops.

The sharp break in potato prices
was mainly responsible for the 9 per-
cent July to August decline in the
crops index. Farmers received an av-
erage of $2.10 per bushel in August,
when the new crop moved to market,
compared with $3.30 in July. The
July potato price was the highest
since July of 1952.

Wisconsin’s farm product price in-
dex in August was above a year ago
with increases in prices of milk and
meat animals more than offsetting
declines in the prices of poultry, eggs,
and crops. Prices received for milk in
August averaged $3.40 a hundred
pounds for milk of average test or
nearly 5 percent above August 1955.

Prices paid by Wisconsin farmers
also increased slightly during August.
The purchasing power at 85 percent
of the 1910-15 average for August
remained unchanged from July.

For the nation the prices received
index was 237 percent of the 1910-14
average. Declines in crop, truck crop,
and fruit prices were mainly respon-
sible for lowering the August price
index almost 3 percent from July.

There was little change in the prices
farmers paid index from July, but at
267 percent of the 1910-14 average
it was more than 2 percent above the
index for August last year. The
United States parity ratio dropped to
89 percent of the 1910-14 average for
Al:guat or 3 points below the July
ratio.

Wisconsin’s Cranberry Crop
11 Percent Below 1955 Output

Wisconsin’s cranberry production
this year is expected to be 11 percent
below the 19556 crop compared with a
decrease of 7 percent shown in the
September estimate for the nation.

ile production in the state and na-
tion is below a year ago it is well
above average.,

This year the state’s cranberry har-
vest may total 280,000 barrels of ber-
ries compared with 815,000 barrels
produced last year and the average
production of 199,200 barrels. Reports
from Wisconsin growers indicate that
the cold, rainy weather during bloom
interfered with the set and re-
sulted in a prolonged period of
bloom. Frosts in recent weeks have
threatened the crop. Harvest of cran-
berries in Wisconsin may be about
10 days later than usual.

Cranberry Production
(Thousand barrels)

Sept. 1, 10-year

State 1956 1955 1954 | average
forecast 1945-54

Massachusetts_.._.| 520 546 590 553.8
Wisconsin________| 280 315 250 199.2

New Jersey.......| 70 90 87 85

Washington_______ 55 1.5 61.5 46.5
Oregen............| 2 21.3 30 18.6

5States..__.____.| 957 |1,025.8 |1,018.5 | 903.1
Weather conditions this spring
were unfavorable to cranberry pro-
duction in Massachusetts and New

Jersey, but favorable weather was
reported for the Washington and
Oregon cranberry crops. The Massa-
chusetts crop this year is expected to
be 5 percent below a year ago and a
reduction from last year of 22 per-
cent is shown for the New Jersey

crop. The Washington cranberry pro-
duction may be 16 percent above last
year and an increase of 17 percent is
expected for Oregon.

. Cranberry production in the nation
is estimated at 957,000 barrels com-
pared with 1,025,800 barrels last year
and the 1945-54 average production
of 903,100 barrels.

Meat Production May Drop
Below the 1955 Fall Output

])uring the first seven months of

8 year the nation’s red meat output
was 10 percent larger than in the
same period last !ear. But some
decline in meat production compared
with a year ago is expected for the
remaining months of this year.

Slaughter in Wisconsin in the first
seven months of this year included
493,000 head of cattle, 842,000 calves,
1,780,000 hogs, and 52,800 sheep and
lambs. The number of cattle slaugh-
tered compared with the January
through July period last year was 9
percent greater, and increases of 3%
percent for calves and 12 percent for
hogs are also shown. Slaughter of
sheep and lambs in the state is down
36 percent from the seven months of
last year.

For the nation, slaughter of cattle
in the seven months of this year was
up b percent from a year ago and hog
marketings increased 17 percent.
Slaughter of calves in the January
through July period was down 1 per-
cent and sheep and lambs nearly 1
percent from the same period last
year. .

In the past five years, meat pro-
duction has increased 25 percent. But
this trend upward is expected to halt
this fall when meat output will drop
from a year earlier. Pork production
will account for most of the decline
because of the 8 percent cut in last
spring’s pig crop from a year earlier.
Although meat production the last
half of this year will fall below the
same period last year, it will rise
seasonally from the summer level.

The farm price outlook for live-
stock includes a higher level of prices
for hogs and fed cattle this fall than
a year ago. Lamb prices probably will
big ?gsgigh or higher than in the fall
O .
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October Crop Report

September was a rather
dry month but temperatures
were about normal. Report-
ers indicated some concern
over frost damage to the
corn crop but believed much
of the soft corn could be
u saved by early feeding or
put into silos. The corn es-
timates remains at the Sep-
tember 1 figure of 160

million bushels.

Milk Production

Milk production on Wis-

consin farms in September

was up 6 percent from a

year ago, and the nation's

) output showed an increase
of 2 percent.

L“ Egg Production

' Wisconsin farm flocks
produced 8 percent more
eggs than in September last
year and output for the na-
tion was 4 percent larger.
Increases are reported for
the state and nation in the
number of layers and pro-
duction per layer,

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

The indexes of both prices

received and prices paid by
Wisconsin farmers in Sep-
tember showed increases
over a year ago. But the
level of prices paid showed
a sharper gain.

Current Trends

The nation's cold storage

stocks on October 1 in-
cluded decreases over a
year earlier for butter,
cheese, and eggs, but hold-
ings of frozen poultry were
larger.

Special ltems (page 4)
) Farm Wage Rates
Higher This Fall
Sharp Decreases
In Honey Output
Little Change In
Pheasant Numbers

=

C ROP PROSPECTS changed lit-

tle in the state from September
to October. Temperatures were close
to normal in September but rainfall
was below normal. Soil moisture was
reported adequate until about the
last week of the month. Weather con-
ditions were generally favorable for
field work until near the end of Sep-
tember when it became too dry for
fall plowing in some areas.

The statewide frost on September
20 and light frosts in the northern
counties earlier in the month caused
some concern over soft corn, Imma-
ture fields were diverted for silo fill-
ing. Dry, sunny days since late Sep-
tember have been beneficial to the
corn crop. The October corn crop es-
timate held at the September level of
160% million bushels.

While Wisconsin pasture condi-
tions dropped as September ended,
the October condition of 81 percent
of normal was well above the low
average for October a year ago of
57 percent, Should there be a rainy
period throughout the state before it
freezes, vegetation will go into the
winter in much better condition than
a year ago. A period of dry weather
began late last summer and continued
into the fall months.

These are some of the average
yields for crops grown on Wisconsin
farms according to the October 1 crop
report. The corn ecrop may yield 58
bushels per acre compared with 50
bushels last year, oats, 46 bushels; all
hay, 2 tons; alfalfa hay, 2% tons;
clover and timothy hay 1% tons; po-
tatoes, 145 hundredweight; soybeans,
1514 bushels; sugar beets, 13 tons;
and flax 11% bushel.

As a whole, this has been a good
crop year in Wiseconsin although
yields of some crops have been below
a year ago and some have been below
average. The feed supply in the state
is probably adequate on most farms.

United States Crop Prospects

Total production of crops in 1956
in the nation on the basis of October
1 estimates will be about 1 percent
larger than expected a month ear-
lier. Increased production from Sep-
tember 1 is expected for soybeans,
flaxseed, fall potatoes, dry beans,
peanuts, cotton, hay, corn, tobacco,
sorghum grain, spring wheat, and
sugar beets. Some increase in pro-
duction over a month ago is expected
for the fruit crops as a whole and
vegetable crops for fresh market and
processing. Slight decreases in out-
put are indicated for rice, sugarcane,
and hops.

Weather Summary, September 1956

Temperature Precipitation
Degrees Fahrenheit nches
i
§ =A§
Station ¥ 'ili! 5
sl LAl 4] S|
H] 2 5 .g ] a 5 S
P 5| 5 35| E3é
3 £ | Z b Z| < 0'5
Duluth_.___| 30 | 80 [51.1|56.1{| 1.91| 3.05|— 2.90
Spooner____| 23 82 154.9(58.7|| .78) 3.27|+ 2.27
Park Falls._.| 26 | 80 |52.8|56.5|| 1.67| 3.96/— 7.95
Rhinelander| 28 | 79 |54.9|57.1{( 1.61| 3.62|— 2.45
Wausau....| 30 83 |58.2]59.2|| 2.02| 3.61|— 2.01
Marinette..| 28 | 86 |58.1/62.2|| 1.35| 3.05— 1.16
Escanaba_..| 31 | 72 |53.3(57.4| 1.98) 3.12|— 1.16
Minneapolis| 34 | 87 [58.7(62.2|| .79| 2.85|+ 2.48
Eau Claire..| 31 82 |57.4/61,6/| 1.39( 3.83|— 3.24
La Crosse_.| 34 | 82 |59.5/62.3|( 1.56( 3.82|— 1.41
Hancock...| 27 81 |57.3|61.1{) 1.79| 3.69|— 2.13
Oshkosh. .| 29 85 |58.1/62.2|| 1.88| 3.35(+ 2.51
GreenBay_.| 27 85 |55.2|60.2(| 1.65| 2.87|+ Z2.06
Manitowoc .| 30 | 80 |57.9(60.3|| 1.70{ 3.33|— 3.14
Dubuque...| 28 85 |59.7/62.3|| 1,78 4.18(— 7.23
Madison...| 28 85 [59.8(62.1|| 1.42) 3.99(+ 3.13
Beloit._____ 30 | 88 |63.7(64.0) .26| 3.59|— 8.59
Milwaukee
(airport)..| 30 | 84 [59.3(62.6/| .30 3.33(+ 3.54
Average for
18 Stations| 29.1 |82.6/57.2(60.4(| 1.44] 3.47/— 1.52

Wisconsin Milk Production
Was a Record for September

Milk production on Wisconsin
farms of 1,171 million pounds in Sep-
tember was 6 percent above Sep-
tember last year and the highest out-
put on record for the month, The
increase in milk produection over a
year ago resulted from the highest
milk production per cow since Sep-
tember 1952 more than offsetting a
slight decrease in milk cow numbers.

With three-fourths of the year
gone, milk production in Wisconsin
has been 3% percent above the first
nine months of last year, This in-
crease is slightly more than is shown
for the nation. The trends in milk
production indicate that a record
milk production may be expected in
1956 for both Wisconsin and the
nation.

Milk production in the nation was
at an all-time high for September
with the output of 9,660 million
pounds 2 percent above September
last year and 5% percent more than
the 1945-54 average for the month.
Eleven of the 83 states for which
milk production estimates are avail-
able reported a record September
production but 16 states reported
milk output equal or below average
for the month. Farmers were milk-
ing 69% percent of the cows in their
herds on October 1 or a percentage
only slightly higher than a year ago.
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Crop Summary of Wisconsin for October 1, 1956
Acreage Production Yield per acre
1956 as a Unit
Crop 1956 as a October 1 10-year percent of Indi- 10-year
1956 1955 percent of 19 1955 average | ——— cated 1955 | average
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945-54 10-year 1956 1945
1955 | average
O T 2,767,000 | 2,740,000 101.0 160,486,000 (137,000,000 |126,847,000 | 117.1 126.5 Bu. 58.0 50.0 4.5
Potatoes, late summer. ..~ 17,000 17,900 95.0 2,465,000 | 2,255,000 | 2,514,000!| 109.3 98.11 || Cwt. 145, 126. 1241
Potatoes, fall ... . ______ _ _ ~ ~ ° 32,000 34,100 93.8 4,640,000 ( 4,297,000 | 5,034,000'| 108.0 92,21 || Cwt. 145, 126. 133.1
LU T Liveas 11,300 13,400 84.3 16,811,000 | 19,343,000 | 29,424,000 | 86.9 57.1 Lb. 1488, 1444, 1471,
9.0 129,122,000 (138,915,000 (130,537,000 | 93.0 98.9 Bu. 46.0 49.0 45.1
98.6 2,482,000 | 2,590,000 | 5,447,000 | 95.8 45.6 Bu. M40 35.0 36,9
7.9 368,000 550,000 942,000 | 66.9 39.1 Bu. 11.5 12.5 12.2
' ' 100.0 600,000 675,000 744,000 | 88.9 80.6 Bu. 240 27.0 24,0
¥ ' 96.8 750,000 744,000 | 1,420,000 | 100.8 52.8 Bu. 25.0 24.0 24.6
Rk e - 000 5,000 120.0 69,000 62,000 145,000 | 111.3 47.6 Bu. 11.5 12.5 12.7
Soybeans forbeans.._________ - 84,000 78,000 107.7 1,302,000 975,000 558,000 | 133.5 | 233.3 || Bu. 15.5 12.5 14.0
Sl biaty. 0o 6,000 6,100 98.4 78,000 57,000 110,000 | 136.8 70.9 Ton 13.0 9.3 10.1
Al tame hay________ 3,837,000 | 3,906,000 98.2 7,982,000 | 8,343,000 | 7,105,000 | 95.7 112.3 Ton 2,08 2.4 1.7
Alfaliahay. .. "~ 2,457,000 | 2,340,000 105.0 5,528,000 | 5,499,000 | 3,389,000 | 100.5 163.1 Ton 2.25 2.35 2.13
Clover and timothy hay_ .. _ 1,293,000 1,469,000 88.0 2,327,000 | 2,718,000 | 3,479,000 | 856 66.9 Ton 1.80 1.85 1.58
Other tame hay_. .~ 87,000 97,000 89.7 127,000 126,000 237,000 | 100.8 53.6 Ton 1.46 1.30 1.30
Wild hay________ R S e Sl 43,000 45,000 95.6 54,000 58,000 92,000 | 93.1 58.7 Ton 1.25 1.30 1.15
Peas for canning_________ 130,700 116,900 111.8 257,480,000 (259,520,000 (265,040,000 | 99,2 97.1 Lb. 1970. 2220. 2040.
Corn for canning. .. .. 116,000 93,400 124.2 440,800 233,500 256,200 | 188.8 172.1 Ton 3.8 2.5 2.6
Snap beans for canning. 17,800 15,100 117.9 35,600 19,600 18,100 | 181.6 | 196.7 Ton 2.0 1.3 1.5
Lima beans for canning. ___ 6,500 7,300 89.0 14,300,000 | 10,360,000 | 8,900,000 | 138.0 | 160.7 Lb. 2200. 1420. 1480.
Beets for cannimg_______ - 8,300 7,200 115.3 87,200 49,700 5,400 | 175.5 | 157.4 Ton 10.5 6.9 8.5
Tomatoes for canming. 1,000 900 1.1 9,000 8,600 8,200 | 104.7 | 109.8 Ton 9.0 9.5 6.9
Cabbage. ... __ e 7,500 6,800 110.3 101,200 61,200 97,600'| 165.4 103,71 Ton 13.5 9.0 11. 1!
Onions, commercial _____ 3,100 3,200 96.9 651,000 704,000 €28,000!| 92.5 103.71 || Cwt. 210, 220, 205.5
rrots..___ 2,300 2,200 104.5 1,380,000 ( 1,166,000 | 1,327,000' 118.4 | 104.0' || Bu. 600. 530, 4871
Mint foroil__________ 2,700 3,200 84.4 94,000 128,000 ,000!( 73.4 | 167,9' || Lb. 35.0 40.0 4.0
AppIes; commmarnial. ...l Sl s e 1,230,000 | 1,380,000 | 1,072,000 | 89.1 | 114.7 e | e oy AR B, SR
R 14,000 21,700 14,120 | 64.5 99.2 T | PP AR R
280,000 315,000 199, 88.9 | 140.6 | | P ER] T F
___________________________________________________________ 812 572 m

11949-54 average. 20ctober 1 condition.

Wisconsin Egg Production
Well Above September 1955

Egg production on Wisconsin
farms hit an all-time high for the
month of 169 million eggs. This pro-
duction was 8 percent above Septem-
ber last year and nearly 22 percent
more than the 5-year average for the
month. The number of layers in Wis-
consin farm flocks in September was
5% percent above a year ago and egg
production per layer increased 21
percent.

Farm flocks in the nation produced
4,436 million eggs in September.,
This was a record production for the
month with output 4 percent above
September last year and 12 percent
above the G-year average, Egg pro-
duction per layer in the nation’s
farm flocks was 2 percent above Sep-

tember last year and the highest on
record for the month, The number
of layers was also up 2 percent from
a year ago.

The preliminary estimate of all
young chickens on farms in the na-
tion on October 1 is about 289 million
birds or 4 percent more than a year
ago but nearly a fourth below the
average for the month., All pullets
on farms increased 7 percent from a
year ago but the number was 14 per-
cent below average.

Prices Farmers Pay
Near All-Time High

Wisconsin’s index of prices re-
ceived by farmers for products sold
in September was 244 percent of the
1910-14 average and showed no gain
from August but advanced 1 percent

compared with September a year ago.
The index of prices paid by farmers
also showed no change from August
to September but at 287 percent of
the 1910-14 average was 2% percent
above September last year.

Prices paid by Wisconsin farmers
continue at a high level with the
index last month only 2 percent be-
low the all-time high for the month
in 1952, The purchasing power of
farm products, the ratio of prices
received to prices paid, was 85 per-
cent of the 1910-14 level and the
lowest for any September since 1940,

Included in the changes in Wis-
consin farm product prices were
increases from September last year
of 3% percent for milk and 2% per-
cent for crops and decreases of 22
percent for poultry and 9% percent
for eggs. No change from a year ago

Crop Summary of the United States for October 1, 1956

Acreage Production 1956 Production Yield per Acre
(000 omitted) (000 omitted) as a percent of
Crop —]| Unit
1956 asa | October 1 10-year Indi- 10-year
1956 1955 percent of 1956 1955 average 10-year cated 1955 | average
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945-54 1955 | average 1956 1945
Com..... .. 77,596 79,900 97.1 3,369,102 | 3,241,536 | 3,084,389 | 103.9 | 109.2 Bu. 43.4 40.6 37.1
Potatoes. . . _ 1,402 1,414 9.1 242,167 227,046 226,360 | 106.7 | 107.0 Cwt, 172.8 | 160.6 148.7
Tobacco._ . 1,380 1,497 92.2 2,067,029 | 2,195,788 | 2,128,194 | 94.1 97.1 Lb. 1498, 1467. 1236.
Oats_...... 35,427 39,138 90.5 1,154,505 | 1,499 282 | 1,327,496 | 77.0 87.0 Bu. 32.6 38.3 34.1
Barley.... .. 12,867 14,553 88.4 < 400,29 278,166 | 92.5 133.1 Bu, 28.8 21.5 26.6
| TS 1,724 2,092 82.4 21,961 29,678 21,558 | 74.0 101.9 Bu. 12.7 14.2 12.5
Winter wheat__ Sl 35,372 33,660 105.1 721,946 703,047 873,690 | 102.7 82.6 Bu. 20.4 20.9 18.3
Durum wheat__ e R i 2,484 1,348 184.3 39,114 20,070 30,963 | 194.9 | 126.3 Bu. 15.7 14.9 11.9
Spring wheat other than durum______ 12,610 12,247 103.0 214,457 213,644 243,636 | 100.4 88.0 Bu. 17.0 17.4 14.4
S o RO B N 5.685 4,982 114.1 51,948 1,258 37,959 | 125.9 136.9 Bu. 9.1 8.3 9.1
Tame hay... . . . . 63,502 63,307 100.3 101,594 103,685 91,799 | 98.0 | 110.7 Ton 1.60 1.64 1.53
b, 4 T 12,003 12,242 98.9 8,789 9,097 11,849 | 96.6 74.2 Ton ) .74 .83
L R s e (B i S et B e ) S B O B | e 611 66! 2!

10ctober 1 condition,
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Current Trends
WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date ———
S-yr. av. S-yr. av,
This month! | Last month Last year for month This month! | Last month Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
Sept. 3.56 3.43 3.43 3.7 4.30 4.11 4.17 4.47
Sept. 4.00 3.95 3.89 [ e e I T e e
Sept. 3.35 3.25 3.24 3.56 3.40 3.4 3.26 3.06
Sept. 185, 190, 170. 235, 156, 3 147, 200,
Sept. 15.30 16.00 15.70 20.28 15.50 16.20 15.70 20.74
Sept. 11.40 11,50 10,60 18.20 16,20 16.30 15,60 21,68
Sept. 17.40 18.40 18,20 24.96 16.30 16.50 16.50 22.90
Sept. 18.00 17.20 16.50 21.88 18.60 18.90 17.70 22.94
Sept. 43 .43 42 .56 412 413 416 587
Sept. 164 186 .216 .231 172 187 232 .244
Sept. 392 349 431 467 .386 369 .438 450
Sept. 1.50 1.50 1.23 1.55 1.43 1.45 1.24 1.57
Sept. .67 67 .54 .74 .681 680 563 753
pt. 1.12 1.15 1.06 1.32 959 969 .899 1.18
Sept. 1.15 1.38 1.11 1.07 1.14 1.42 1.06 1.18
Sept. 20.10 16.80 14.40 23.98 16.86 14.28 12.78 20.03
pt. 20, 18.00 16,20 17.26 20.40 17.7 17.04 17.56
Sept. .96 2.10 1.05 1.53 1.00 1.40 18 1.27
Sept. 17.30 16,10 18,00 19.64 21.20 20.60 21.50 23.16
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 — 100
. Bept. 244 244 241 284 236 237 235 271
3 Sept. 246 242 243 200 238 238 240 203
. Sept. 274 265 265 287 264 256 257 276
3 Sept. 221 228 220 310 254 250 249 339
3 Sept. 153 171 196 210 } 172 171 203 213
.| Sept. 184 164 203 219
5 Sept. 189 211 184 208 234 236 229 247
A Sept. 169 169 155 160 196 197 174 217
e aas b Sept. 210 195 213 214 233 210 212 209

Prices Farmers Pay. .. oo ocoevcennnnn pet. Sept. 287 287 280 281 266 267 250 263

Purchasing Power of Farm Products..__| pet. Sept. 85 85 86 101 89 89 01 103

Milk production (000,000)

Egg production (000,000).

Layers on farms (000)

Eggs per 100 layers. .

Cows in herd fresheni

Calves born to be raised..._._.._..__..

Ib. Aug. 110,070 129,080 102,465 115,419
Ib. Aug. 87,955 102,600 ,340 87,685
Ib. Aug. 98,700 131,100 ,600 77,057
Ib. Aug. 1,500 1,900 1,260 1,507
Evaporated whole milk_._.__._.______ Ib. Aug. 232,630 268,850 227,500 258,136

Livestock Blaughter (000)

Cattle. head | Aug. 74 71 7 54 2,374 2,291 2,417 1,777

Aug. 80 74 81 57 1,110 982 1,004 882

Aug. 11 9 11 13 1,427 1,314 1,407 1,204

Aug. 190 187 181 5,525 5,070 5,423 4,681

Oct. 1 3,533 6,361 5,379 5,402 91,346 118,217 205,043 266,312

Oct. 1 180,409 188,008 157,127 129,805 408,278 513,625 550,448 407,385

Oct. 1 ,855 8,751 6,535 9,004

Oct. 1 30,502 32,142 26,258 23,630

Qot. 1 Sieselatulis st ansshnine 537,635 554,518 502,241 440,079

Oct. 1 1,150 232,327 164,422 161,947 176,156

Qot. 1 V) LSRR 1 711 1,020 1,140 1,027

el T B e (AT NG| PSR, W e s 5,164 5,955 5,740 5,307

Wisconsin Feed Price Changes* Economic Indicators—United States
Seyr. S-yr.

Item Unit | Date This Last Last av. fol Item Unit Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | month year month month! | month year month

Grain & concentrates fed per cow? .| Ib. Sept. 130 127 143 18 1947-49=100 percent

Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production, adj.5. ___| pet. | Aug. 141 136 140 124
o I R Ib. Qct. 1| 97 88 106 7
per cow in herd. Ib. Oct. 1 4.56 4.14 5.15 4.12 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.5____. pet. Aug. 93 81 7 R S
perowt. of milk____.._________ Ib. Qct. 1 23.13 | 21.42 | 28.27 | 23.03

Wholesale Prices®. ... . ......]| pet. | Aug. 115 114 111 110

Cost 1,000 pounds
of dairy ration. ............... $ Sept. 23.32 | 23.53 | 21.53 | 26.95 || Cost of Livingd.... . - pet. | July 17 116 115 112
of poultry ration. .....cccae-.. $ Sept. 26,80 | 206,85 | 23,73 | 20.98

Personal Income#

Pounds ration to equal value Non-agricultural........_._.| pet. | Aug. 170 169 159 144
of 100 Ibs. milk. . ....cccaa-a-- Ib. Sept. 152 146 159 137 . T [T (R pet. | Aug. 87 87 85 100
of 10 dos. eggs. - - oo 1b. Sept. 146 129 182 166

Factory Employment, adj.5_....| pet. | Aug. 106 103 106 105

Index of wholesale feed prices,

(1910-14=100). - - o ceccaeeaan pet. | Sept. 204 205 182 225 " Preliminary
2Prepared by Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, based on reporters' data.
E},‘g}‘mﬁfﬁﬂ AL IO oh 3Computed from quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of
$ Sept 41.50 | 42.00 | 41.25| 50.97 ry corr ts times number of days in month,
§ |Sept. | 62.78 | 63.40 | o07.40 | 75.17 || 4U. 5. Dept. of Commerce.
$ | Sept. | 74.50 | 76.00 | 60.00 | 83.03 (| *Federal Reserve Board,
$ Bept. 87.30 | 82.60 | 83.40 | 117.22
$ Sept. 42,40 | 46.00 | 43.25 | 52.42
$ Sept. 61.10 | 66.30 | 73.70 | 83.31
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was shown in the September index
of meat animal prices.

Milk prices, which are the most
important single item in the price
index, averaged $3.556 a hundred
pounds for milk of average test. This
September- price was 12 cents above
a year ago and the highest average
for the month since 1953. Hog prices
averaged $15.30 or 40 cents less a
hundredweight than a year ago. Corn
prices averaged $1.50 a bushel or 27
cents more than a year ago. Com-
pared with the September 1955 farm
prices, the averages for beef cattle
and lambs were higher, veal calves
were lower, and there was no change
in sheep prices.

Wisconsin Honey Output
Lowest on Record

The 1956 honey season was one of
the most unfavorable experienced by
Wisconsin beekeepers in many years.
According to the October honey re-
port, the 1956 honey crop in Wiscon-
sin is estimated at 7,293,000 pounds
—~61 percent below last year’s record
crop of 18,512,000 pounds. This would
be the lowest output of honey in the
state since records began in 1939,

The smaller output this year is the
result of a 10 perecent reduction in
colonies and considerably lower yields
of honey per colony. The average
vield for the state as a whole this

ear was 39 pounds per colony or
ess than one-half the record yield of
89 pounds last year. This was the
lowest yield of honey per colony in
Wisconsin since 1948,

Temperatures this spring were be-
low normal and the growing season
started about two to three weeks
later than usual. Over-wintered bees
were in a relatively weak condition
this spring and the shortage of pol-
len, due to the inclement weather,
further delayed colony buildup. As a
result, few producers reported any
surplus honey in June. Cold, rainy
weather during July and August de-
creased the number of work days in
many areas, which further limited
surplus yields. The fall flow of honey
was light and was reported stored
in brood nests instead of supers.

The 1956 United States honey crop
of 213,719,000 pounds is 16 percent
smaller than last year’s output, ac-
cording to the Crop Reporting Board.
The crop this year is being produced
by 5,315,000 colonies of hees—about
the same number as last year. But
production per colony is down this
year to an average 40.2 pounds com-
pared with 47.7 pounds last year and
the 1950-54 average of 43.6 pounds.
Honey production is below last year
in all areas of the country except the
South Atlantic and the West where
it is up 26 and 1 percent respectively.

The 10 leading honey producing
states—which accounted for 57 per-
cent of the 1956 crop—are Califor-
nia, Minnesota, Florida, Iowa,
Idaho, Wisconsin, Texas, Michigan,
New York, and Ohio. Wisconsin has
usually been the fourth leading pro-
ducer of honey in the nation. How-
ever, due to the unusually poor sea-
son this year Wisconsin ranked sixth
in honey output,

Producers in Wisconsin had about
3,865,000 pounds of honey on hand
for sale September 15—about 60 per-
cent of the stocks a year ago for the
same date, The smaller stocks were
due mainly to the low honey crop in
the state this year. For the nation,
mid-September stocks of honey were
also smaller—down 10 percent from
a year earlier. Stocks on hand
amounted to 89 percent of production
for the nation as a whole compared
with Wisconsin’s stocks which were
53 percent of production at that date.

Wisconsin Farm Wages
Higher This Fall

Wisconsin farm wage rates on Oe-
tober 1 averaged 4 percent above a
year ago and were the highest on
record for the date. Reports of wages
paid hired workers by crop corre-
spondents edged up a bit in most
classifications from July to Oectober.

Wages paid by Wisconsin farmers
on October 1 averaged $172 a month
with a house and $130 a month with
board and room, Rates paid by the
day averaged $6.50 with board and
room and $7.90 without board or
room. Hired farm workers employed

by the hour averaged $1.02 without
board or room.

Wisconsin Farmers Report
On 1956 Pheasant Numbers

Replies from farmers to the pheas-
ant survey made recently indicated
the number of pheasants in Wiscon-
sin is about the same as a year ago.
This survey was made by the Wiscon-
sin and United States Departments
of Agriculture and the State Con-
servation Department.

Farmers reported a 33 percent in-
crease in pheasant population in the
Northeast Districts. Other areas
where substantial increases were in-
dicated in the state were in the West,
Northwest, Central, and North Dis-
tricts. The South and East Districts,
where the pheasant population is the
largest, suffered the largest percent-
age decreases. In both these areas the
number of birds declined by almost
20 percent.

Well over half of the farmers
reporting were of the opinion that
pheasants are more helpful than
harmful. Only 10 percent felt that
they did more harm than good, while
the rest of the farmers were unde-
cided, There was a slight increase
from last year in the estimated cost
of damage done by pheasants. :

Fox on Wisconsin Farms

. Several questions about fox were
included in the pheasant question-
naires sent to Wisconsin farmers.
Fox were observed on the farms of
33 percent of the farms reporting.
This was a 8 percent increase over
a year ago. There was also some in-
crease in the percentage of farmers
who observed fox litters on their
farms this year. The greatest per-
centage increase in fox and lit-
ters reported was in the Southwest
Distriet.

Only 9 percent of the farmers re-
ported any poultry losses due to fox.
Losses were heaviest in the south-
west, This reflects the increased num-
ber of fox in that district this year.
There was no change in the average
number of chickens iost per farm in
1956 compared with 1955,
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November Crop Report

Wisconsin will have a
record corn crop and the
nation’s corn production will
be the second largest on
record. October in Wisconsin
was the driest on record.
Fall plowing was at a stand-
still because of hard earth.

Milk Production

Milk production on farms
in Wisconsin during Novem-
ber was up nearly 7 percent
from a year ago. November
milk production in both the
state and nation was a
record for the month.

Egg Production

Egg production on farms
of the state and nation was
the highest on record for
November.

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

Prices received by Wis-
consin farmers for products
sold in October were about
1 percent above a year ago
compared with an increase
of 2 percent in the level of
prices paid.

Current Trends

Increases over a year ago
are shown in the indexes of
industrial production, whole-
sale prices, cost of living,
and non-agricultural in-
comes. Agricultural incomes
showed no change from a
year ago.

Special ltems (page 4)

Little Change In
Feeder Pig Prices

Red Meat Production
To Continue High

NUSUALLY DRY WEATHER

in Wisconsin during October was
excellent for drying and harvesting
corn but unfavorable for fall plowing
and pastures. Rainfall during October
this year was the lowest on record for
the state, and temperatures averaged
above normal for the month and well
into November.

Pasture conditions on November 1
averaged 65 percent of normal for the
state as a whole compared with the
average for the date of 71 percent.
While pastures have not furnished
much feed in recent weeks, dairy cat-
tle and other livestock have been in
the open much later this fall than a
year ago. And the condition of live-
stock is generally very good.

Prospects for the corn crop im-
proved between the first of October
and the first of November. The No-
vember 1 corn estimate for Wiscon-
sin was 166 million bushels or 5%
million bushels more than a month
earlier. Following a state-wide frost
in late September, there was consid-
erable comment about probable loss
due to soft corn. But recent reports
show that at picking time the corn
crop was in excellent condition and
little loss of he crop is expected.
Wisconsin’s corn crop this year is a
fifth above last year and the largest
on record.

Large Soybean Crop

While early frosts reduced soybean
prospects somewhat, the crop is now
estimated at 1-1/8 million bushels or
a third larger than last year’s crop
harvested and more than double the
average production. The crop for
beans was harvested under excellent
conditions.

Production of oats, barley, rye, and
wheat this year is smaller than a year
ago and below average. Hay produc-
tion is 4 percent under a year ago
but 12 percent more than the average
harvest.

The sugar beet crop of 75,000 tons
is nearly a third above last year with
yields averaging 12% tons per acre
compared with a little over 9 tons
last year. Eleven percent more flax
was produced in the state this year
than a year ago but the crop is less
than half the average production.

Production of late summer and fall
potatoes in Wisconsin is larger than
a year ago. The state’s potato crop
this year is estimated at nearly 7%
million bushels or about 1 million
bushels more than in 1955. Yields
this year are higher than a year ago
and the 10-year average and have
more than offset the decrease in
acreage,

Weather Summary, October 1956

Temperat Precipitati
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches
D
H ﬁ—t.'
L
Station § %g g
% ] ] H = -g l--sn
S| 2 g Bl 2 B E:e
S | € = 2| & 2|<td
Duluth____ . 22 | 78 |48.8(45.2|| 3.13| 1.96/— 1.73
Spooner_.__| 19 83 (53.5(46.3|| 1.82| 2.37|+ 1.72
Park Falls_.| 22 82 |51.8/44.2|| 1.20| 2.41(— 9.16
Rhinelander| 25 | 81 [53.1{44.7|| 0.58 2.46|— 4.33
Wausau....| 26 80 |54.8/47.0( 1.50| 2.68|— 3.19
Marinette. .| 30 | 81 [56.1{50.3|| 0.26| 2.36/— 3.26
Escanaba.. 33 | 69 (51.2/47.1|| 0.19| 2.04/— 3.01
Minneapolis 32 84 (56.5/50.4|| 1.95| 1.65/+ 2.78
Eau Claire..| 30 | 82 (54.8(49.0|| 1.65| 2.69|— 4.28
La Crosse..| 29 | 84 |57.4(50.8|| 1.52| 1.93|— 1.82
Hancock...| 26 87 |54.9(48.4/| 1.04) 2.35(— 3.44
Oshkosh...| 29 | 80 [55.6/49.6(| 0.78| 2.22|+ 1.07
GreenBay..| 24 | 80 |53.1|48.4(| 0.65| 1.80(+ 0.91
Manitowoc .| 36 | 74 (54.2/49.1|| 0.46| 2.59|— 5.27
Dubuque_._| 32 81 |57.1|50.9|| 0.93| 2.20|— 8.50
Madison...| 26 81 |55.8/50.4|| 0.31| 2.08/+ 1.36
Beloit___.__ 30 84 |59.7|51.6|| 0.40( 2.47|—10.66
Milwaukee
(airport)..| 28 | 81 |55.8/51.4[( 0.15| 1.97(+ 1.72
Average for
18 Stations| 27.7 80.7/54.7|48.6/| 1.03| 2.24|— 2.73

Record Cranberry Crop

Wisconsin’s cranberry crop is now
estimated at 330,000 barrels. Pros-
pects for the crop improved in the
past month and production now is
15,000 barrels above a year ago and
well above the average production of
199,200 barrels. The crop this year
is the largest on record and ranks
second among the five states report-
ing production.

Nation’s Crop Output Large

A slight increase in production of
late crops during October assures a
near-record crop production for the
nation. Favorable harvest weather
was general. Drought continues to re-
tard prospects for fall seedings and
forage over much of the Great Plains

despite partial relief from recent
raims.

The nation’s corn crop is the sec-
ond-largest on record. But hay and

forage supplies on November 1 as a

ercent of normal were reported be-
ow last year in all regions of the
nation. The hay crop is only 2 per-
cent below last year’s harvest.

All-Time High Reported
For October Milk Output

Wisconsin dairy herds produced
1,141 million pounds of mli)lk in Oc-
tober. This production was an all-time
high for the month and nearly 7 per-
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Crop Summary of Wisconsin for November 1, 1956

Acreage Production Yield per acre
1956 as a Unit
Crop 1956 as a | November 1 10-year percent of Indi- 10-year
1956 1955 percent of 1956 1955 average cated 1955 | avera
(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1945‘5( 10-year 1956 1945-
1955 | average
2,767,000 | 2,740,000 101.0 166,020,000 |137,000,000 126,847,000 | 121.2 | 130.9 Bu. 60.0 50.0 49.5
17,000 17,900 95.0 2,465,000 , 255, 2,514,000 | 109.3 98.1! || Cwt. 145, 126, 124.1
32,000 34,100 93.8 4,960,000 | 4,297,000 | 5,034,000'| 115.4 98,5! || Cwt. 155. 126. 133.}
11,300 13,400 84.3 16,937,000 | 19,343,000 | 29,424,000 | 87.6 57.6 Lb. 1499. 1444, 1471.
2,807,000 | 2,835,000 99.0 129,122,000 (138,915,000 (130,537,000 | 93.0 98.9 Bu. 46.0 4.0 45.1
73,000 74,000 98.6 2,482,000 | 2,590,000 | 5,447,000 | 95.8 45.6 Bu. 34.0 35.0 36.9
32,000 44,000 2.9 368,000 550,000 942,000 | 66.9 39.1 Bu. 11.5 12,5 12.2
25,000 25,000 100.0 600,000 675,000 744,000 | 88.9 80.6 Bu. 24.0 21.0 24.0
30,000 31,000 96.8 750,000 744,000 | 1,420,000 | 100.8 52.8 Bu. 25.0 240 24,6
6,000 5,000 120.0 69,000 62,000 145,000 | 111.3 47.6 Bu. 11.5 12.5 12.7
Soybeans forbeans. ... __ 84,000 78,000 107.7 1,302,000 975,000 558,000 | 133.5 | 233.3 Bu. 15,5 12.5 14.0
Sugsrbests. . . ....... ... 6,000 6,100 98.4 75,000 57,000 110,000 | 131.6 68.2 Ton 12.5 9.3 10.1
Allbawnbay.............o_... .. 3,837,000 | 3,906,000 98.2 7,982,000 | 8,343,000 | 7,105,000 | 95.7 112,3 Ton 2,08 2.4 1.79
Alfalfa L -| 2,457,000 | 2,340,000 105.0 5,528,000 | 5,499,000 ,389,000 | 100.5 163.1 Ton 2.25 2.35 .13
Clover and timothy hay. 1,293,000 | 1,469,000 88.0 2,327,000 ( 2,718,000 | 3,479,000 | 85.6 66.9 Ton 1.80 1.85 1.58
Other tame hay_.. ... 87,000 97,000 8.7 127,000 126,000 237,000 | 100.8 | 53.6 || Tonm 1.46 | 1.30| 1.30
W e 43,000 45,000 95.6 54,000 58,000 92,000 | 93.1 58.7 Ton 1.25 1.30 1.15
Peas forcanning_____ ... . . 130,700 116,900 111.8 257,480,000 |259,520,000 (265,040,000 | 99.2 97.1 Lb. 1970. 2220. 2040,
Corn for canning._____ 116,000 93,400 124.2 . 440,800 233,500 256,200 | 188.8 | 172.1 Ton 3.8 2.5 2.6
Sglla beans for canning 17,800 15,100 117.9 35,600 19,600 18,100 | 181.6 | 196.7 Ton 2.0 1.3 1.5
Lima beans for canning. Ry 6,300 7,300 86.3 13,240,000 | 10,360,000 ,000 | 127.8 | 148.8 Lb. 2100. |1420. |1480.
Beets for canning.___.________ "~ 8,300 7,200 115.3 87,200 49,700 55,400 | 175.5 | 157.4 Ton 10.5 6.9 8.5
Tomatoes for canning_ 1,000 900 1.1 9,000 8,600 8,200 | 104.7 | 109.8 || Ton 9.0 9.5 6.9
Cll.ibuc .......... 7,500 6,800 110.3 105,000 61,200 97,600'( 171.6 | 107.6! || Ton 14.0 9.0 1.1
Onions, commercial. 3,100 3,200 96.9 651,000 704,000 628,000'| 92.5 | 103.7! || Cwt. 210. 220, 205.5!
Carrots___..___ ety sk 2,300 2,200 | 104.5 1,380,000 | 1,166,000 | 1,327,000'( 118.4 | 104.0' || Bu. 600. | 530. | 487.2
Cucumbers for pickles. .. _____ _ _ 18,300 16,200 113.0 1,830,000 | 1,442,000 | 1,633,000 | 126.9 | 112.1 Bu. 100. 89, 5.
Mt 2,700 3,200 B4.4 94,000 128,000 56,000 73.4 167.9! Lb. 35.0 40.0 3.0
A plcg, commercial .__________ > 1,190,000 | 1,380,000 | 1,072,000 | 86.2 | 111.0 Bu.
Crnrrlu.‘...,.__.._.._....‘__ : 14,000 21,700 14,120 | 64.5 9.2 Ton
B P R L 330,000 315,000 199,200 | 104.8 | 165.7 || Bbl.
g s o RIS e e o P | b s | Al s bl ol [ BT B
!1049-54 average.  2November 1 condition,
cent above a year ago. Milk produc- nation in October is estimated at

tion per cow has been at a record
level this fall, and there hag been a
higher percentage of the cows in
herds freshening than a year ago.
These factors have more than offset
any decrease in the number of milk
cows on farms in setting the high
level of milk production.
. Milk cows and other livestock are
in very good condition with ample
supplies of feed and roughage avail-
able although pasture conditions have
been poor in recent weeks. Wiscon-
sin’s hay supply although smaller
than a year ago probably will be more
than enough for the coming feed sea-
son. However, even with the higher
milk prices than a year ago, it takes
more milk to buy 1,000 pounds of
dairy ration than it did a year ago.
Milk production on farms in the

9,460 million pounds or 2 percent
above the production of a year ago
and 10 percent higher than the 10-
year average. November 1 reports
show that milk production per cow
continued at an all-time high as it has
during recent months. The percentage
of the cows in herds being milked is
also higher than it was last fall.

Record Egg Production
Reported for October

Egg production in October was the
highest on record for the month in
both Wisconsin and the nation. Wis-
consin farm flocks produced 5% per-
cent more eggs in October than a
year ago as a result of an increase
of 7 percent in the number of layers
more than offsetting a decrease of
1% percent in the production per

layer. Apgmximately 194 million eggs
were produced on Wisconsin farms in
October, and production was a fourth
above average for the month.

Farm flocks in the nation produced
4 percent more eggs than in October
last year. This increased production
was because of a slightly larger num-
ber of layers and an increase of more
than 3 percent in the rate of produc-
tion per layer. Egg production in the
nation in October was estimated at
nearly 13 percent above average.

Farm flocks in the nation laid 4,818
million eggs in October and in the
10 months of this year production has
totaled 50,754 million eggs. The na-
tion’s laying flocks increased 4 per-
cent from October 1 to the beginning
of November, which was the same
increase as a year ago. The average
increase is 9 percent. Pullets not of
laying age on November 1 were esti-

Crop Summary of the United States for November 1, 1956

Acreage Production 1956 Production Yield per Acre
(000 omitted) (000 omitted) as a percent of
Crop —_ Unit

1956 as a | November 1 10-year Indi- 10-year
1956 1955 percent of 1956 1955 average 10-year cated 1955 II'III!:

(Preliminary) 1955 forecast 1045-36 1955 | average 1956 1945-

Cosl 20 s croil Lt i 77,596 79,900 97.1 3,412,183 | 3,241,536 | 3,084,389 | 105.4 | 110.6 Bu. 4.0 40.6 37.1
Potatoes 1,402 1,414 99.1 244,150 227,046 226,360'| 107.5 | 107.9! || Cwt. 174.2 | 160.6 148.71

1,380 1,497 2.2 2,124,767 | 2,195,788 | 2,128,194 | 96.8 99.8 Lb. 1540, 1467, 1236.
-

35,427 39,138 90.5 1,154,595 | 1,499 282 1,327,496 | 77.0 87.0 Bu. 32.6 38.3 .1

12,867 14,553 88.4 370,254 400,295 278,166 | 92.5 | 133.1 Bu. 28.8 27.5 26.6

1,724 82.4 21,961 29,678 21,558 | 74.0 | 101.9 Bu. 12.7 14.2 12.5

05.1 721,946 703,047 873,690 | 102.7 82.6 || Bu. 20.4 20.9 18.3

184.3 39,114 20,070 30,963 | 194.9 126.3 Bu. 15.7 14.9 11.9

03.0 214,457 213,644 243,636 | 100.4 88.0 Bu. 17.0 17.4 14.4

14.1 51,948 41,258 7,959 | 125.9 | 136.9 || Bu. 9.1 8.3 9.1
Tame hay 3 101,594 103,685 91,799 | 98.0 | 110.7 Ton 1.60 1.64 1.53
Wild hay.__._______ 8 8,789 9,097 11,849 | 96.6 | 74.2 || Ton .73 .74 .83

RINNN. - oo seninoneonnrsennrnan|oanvanenses|iinneseesass|havansense st insiae e e e e R [ ERAR RS S| | S 58.2 73.2 72,2

11940-54 average.  ?November 1 condition.

\

;
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Current Trends
WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date
5-yr. av. S-yr. av.
This menth! | Last month Last year for This month! | Last month Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
Oct. 3.65 3.51 3.58 3.86 4.49 4.30 4.36 4.08
Oct. 4.05 3.00 4.08 ViR . el il Lo NS i v
Oct. 3.45 3.35 3.37 3.70 3.51 3.37 3.41 3.83
Oet. 180. 185. 170. 232. 155, . 146. 197.
Oct. 15.10 15.30 14.10 18,90 15.50 15.50 14.50 19.52
Oct. 10.70 11.40 10,60 17.14 15.30 16.20 15,20 20.84
Oct. 16.40 17.40 17.80 24.06 15.70 16.30 16.40 22.06
Qct. 17.20 18.00 16.50 21,28 17.90 18.60 17.50 22.40
Qct. 44 43 .39 57 423 412 390 580
Oct. 143 .164 .180 215 .160 172 .206 227
Oct. 382 .392 446 499 381 .386 420 469
Oct. 1.26 1.50 1.18 1.51 1.19 1.43 1.14 1.47
Oet,. .68 .67 b8 .75 .680 681 L5691 768
Oet. 1.10 1.12 1.08 1.30 077 950 .09 1.19
Oct. 1.12 1.15 1.10 1.04 1.21 1.14 1.07 1.13
Oct. 20.10 20.10 16.24 24.34 18.36 16.86 12.48 20.06
Oct. 21,12 20.58 17.88 18.38 21.06 20.40 17.58 19.01
Oet. .81 .96 1.00 1.31 .80 1.00 L6 1.16
Oct, 17.80 17.30 18.50 19.74 22,10 21.20 21.80 23.78
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 = 100
All Parm Prisss. ... .ciod o ooicaaiais pet. | Oct. 245 243 243 285 234 236 229 267
le:utmk and livestock products. _ pet. Oct. 248 244 246 202 236 238 235 288
ts pet. Oct. 282 2711 277 299 2 264 204 285
't Oct. 213 221 207 208 245 254 239 324
. Qet. 136 153 176 199 167 172 195 212
o Oct. 179 184 209 234
. Oct. 184 189 182 203 232 234 222 244
5 Oct. 166 169 158 189 178 196 167 200
3 3 Oet. 208 210 187 213 232 233 189 195
' Pay pet. Oct. 285 287 270 281 2656 266 261 263
Purchasing Power of Farm Products_.__| pet. Oct, 86 85 87 101 88 89 88 102
Agricultural Production and Marketing

Milk production (000,000)... ... ...... Ib. Oct. 1,141 1,171 1,070 1,018 9,450 9,660 9,222 8,677

Egg production (000,000).... ... no. QOct. 194 169 184 154 4,818 4,435 4,631

Layers on farms (000).. wev--n| head | Oct. 13,228 11,802 12,370 12,112 323,063 305,568 320,733

Eggs per 100 layers. ... .- oo oo no. Oet. 1,466 1,434 1,271 1,491 1,451 1,444

Cows in herd freshening. .. ............ pot. | Oet, 13.25 11.21 12.45 T |V R (TR e R e

Calves born to be raised............... pet. Oct. 37.24 37.00 37.34 - BT | BRE RAPR Rt b = =

Sept. 02,615 110,070 91,585 94,743
Sept. 74,535 87,956 70,705 ,005
Sept. 80,000 98,700 86,100 57,371
Sept. 1 [ ,025 ,189
Sept. 189,100 2321630 184,500 205,388
Sept. 2,201 2,374 2,307 1,830
Sept. 1,088 1,111 1,162 933
Sept. 1,318 1,427 1,518 1,300
Sept. 5,060 5,525 6,158 5,360
Nov. 1 60,576 90,252 256,626 245,634
Nov. 1 456,730 493,048 536,355 304,372
Nov. 1 8,796 ¢ 5,663 ,285
Nov. 1 31,060 30,0685 24,463 21,847
Nov. 1 496,576 533,107 566,481 425,
Nov. 1 ,800 235,159 258,41 266,361
Nov. 1 505 7 804
F Nov, 1 4,440 5,186 4,627 4,230
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes® Economic Indicators—United States
S-yr. S-yr.
Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | month | year | month month! | month | year | month

Grain & concentrates fed per cow3 .| Ib. Oet. 162 130 1m 146 1947-49=100 percent

Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production, adj.5....| pet. | Sept. 144 142 142 125
pariam......ecemeannanneane b, | Nov.1 | 127 97 124 99
per cow in herd. h Nov. 1 5.88 4.56 5.91 5.27 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.5..... pet. | Bept. 96 93 i P
per ewt. of milk. . ............. Nov.1| 28.76 | 23.13 | 31.08 | 30.12

Wholesale Pricess ... ... pet. | Sept. 115 115 112 111

Cost 1,000 pounds
of dairy ration. . $ Qot. 1| 22.73 | 23.32 | 21.98 | 26.81 || Cost of Livingl.......cceonvo pet. | Aug. 117 117 114 112
of poultry ration. . H Qct. 1| 24,58 | 26.89 | 28.51 | 20.52

g Personal Income*

Pounds ration to equal value Non-agricultural. . .......... pet. | Sept. 165 170 156 141
of 100 Ibs, milk. . . oeooeeecaae Ib. | Oct. 161 151 163 144 Agricultural ... ... pet. | Sept. 83 87 83 96
of 10 dos. eggs.c - cccauunnnn-- Ib. Oct. 155 146 190 169

X Factory Employment, adj.5.....| pet. | Sept. 105 106 106 105

Index of wholesale feed prices,

(1010-14=100) . < c ccnumrmmenn pot. | Oct. 193 204 182 223 Proliminaty,

Who! 2Prepared by Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, based on reporters' data.

f.n_b_loﬁhi!::: S0ske par tou, 8Computed from quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of
el =t oy $ Oct. 40.90 | 41.50 | 40. 50.75 ||  Wisconsin dairy correspondents times number of days in month.

Linseed meal $ |Oot | 60:00| 62.75 | 70.60 | 74.71 || 3U. 8- Dept. of Commerce.

Corn gluten meal. $ | Ot 70.00 | 74.50 | 61.50 | 81.71 || ®Federal Reserve Board.
ankage $ |Oct | 82:15| 87.30 | 85.70 | 115.22

Middlings $ Oet. 41,80 | 42.40 | 41.756 | 52.03

Soybean meal $ Oct. 60.10 | 61.10 | 69.70 | 80.88
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mated at 9 percent below a year
earlier. Potential layers in the na-
tion’s farm flocks, hens and pullets of
laying age plus pullets not of laying
age, totaled 1 percent below a year
ago but 15 percent below average.

Prices Farmers Receive
And Pay Turn Upward

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
by farmers in October showed a gain
of less than 1 percent from a year
ago. But the index of é)rices aid by
farmers in the state advanced 2 per-
cent from October last year. The in-
dex of purchasing power, the ratio
of prices received to prices paid, at 86
percent of the 1910-14 level was the
lowest for October since 1939. The
index of prices received was 245 per-
cent of the 1910-14 average compared
with the prices paid index for October
of 285 percent.

The index numbers of farm prices
of the various commodity groups
showed increases over a year ago of
nearly 2 percent for milk and almost
3 percent for meat animals. Crop
prices advanced 1 percent. These gains
were partially offset by a drop of
nearly 23 percent in the index of poul-
try prices and a decrease of 14 per-
cent from a year ago in egg prices.

Prices received by farmers for prod-
ucts sold in October showed an in-
crease of less than 1 percent from
September. Prices paid by farmers for
goods and services used in farm pro-
duction and family living dropped less
than 1 percent from September to Oc-
tober. The increase of 4 percent in
milk prices more than offset lower
prices received for meat animals,
poultry, eggs, and crops. :

Milk prices make up the mosgt im-
portant single item in the index of
prices received by Wisconsin farmers
and meat animal prices rank second
in importance. Prices received by
Wisconsin farmers for milk sold in
October are expected to average
$3.66 a hundred pounds for milk of
average test. This price is 7 cents
above the average for October last
year.

United States Prices

The index of prices received by
farmers in the nation dropped nearly
1 percent from September to Oectober
but was up 2 percent from October
last year. A gain of nearly 2 percent
in the prices paid by farmers from
the October level a year ago left the
ratio of prices received to prices paid
at the same level as a year ago.

Higher prices than a year ago for
milk, meat animals, and crops more
than offset the decreases in the prices
of poultry and eggs.

Slightly Higher Prices
Reported for Feeder Pigs

Wisconsin feeder pig prices as re-
ported by the state’s dairy reporters
averaged $9.06 a head at the begin-
ning of November. Reports showed
that ﬁigs were sold at an average age
of 8% weeks and that the weights
of the pigs marketed averaged nearly
42 pounds.

The present price of feeder pigs is
not much above the averages of $8.63
a head in September and $8.96 in Oc-
tober. The June price was $8.77 a
head. These prices are also for pigs
averaging about 8% weeks old and
averaging about 40 pounds.

Wisconsin feeder pig prices as re-
ported at the beginning of November
averaged the highest in the south-
western counties and the lowest in the
northwestern counties. Prices in the
southwestern part of the state aver-
aged nearly $11 a head compared
with about $8 a head in the north-
western counties. In general, feeder
pig prices were lower in the northern
counties than in the southern where
corn is more plentiful and most of the
pigs in the state are raised for
market.

Meat Consumption
To Remain High

Red meat production in the nation
is expected to fall a little below the
output this year, and the per capita
consumption next year will be a little
under this year'’s near-record con-
sumption. These and the following
predictions are found in the 1957 out-
look issue of the Livestock and Meat
Situations published by the Agricul-
tural Marketing Service of the United
States Department of Agriculture.

While livestock production and
slaughter next year will be large it
will ease a little below the 1956 rec-
ord volume. Hog slaughter especially
will be less this year, but almost as
many cattle will be slaughtered next
year. But the weights of the beef ani-
mals slaughtered may be lighter in
1957 and result in a decreased pro-
duction of beef compared with 1956.
Beef production this year was at an
all-time high with an increase of
5 percent from last year and twice
the 1940 production. No change from
this year is expected in the produc-

e

tion of veal next year. The supply
of lamb and mutton may be a little
under the output this year.

Total red meat supply in the com-
ing year is estimated at about 27%
million pounds, and the supply of
poultry meat on a ready-to-cook basis
may total nearly 5% million pounds.
The total supply of red and poultry
meat next year may be 2 percent be-
low this year. It is expected that the
retail price of beef may show little
change from 1956 to 1957 but some
increase is expected in the price of
pork.

_The demand for meat has been lag-
ging behind the increase in consumer
incomes in recent years. The report
says meat prices are below their
highs because of the larger supply of
meat. But the demand for meat has
apparentaly failed to advance along
with the rising incomes of consumers.

The retail value of the meat con-
sumed per person in the nation de-
creased 5 percent from 1952 to 1956.
But from 1952 to this year consumer
incomes went up 18 percent, and meat
consumption per person increased
only 13 percent even though prices
were lower this year.

The outlook for changes in live-
stock numbers in the next year is
summarized briefly in the following
paragraphs.

It is believed that the upturn in the
number of cattle and calves in the
nation has come to a halt. Not only
are inventory numbers about station-
ary, but the factors that influence
them are essentially unchanged.
Prices of cattle, for instance are nei-
ther high enough to be encouraging
nor low enough to force great liquida-
tion. Other factors include the finan-
cial position of producers and changes
in feed supplies due to cmg conditions.

Slaughter of hogs will be consider-
ably smaller during most of 1957 par-
ticularly because of the decrease in
this year's spring pig crop. Prospects
point to a 1957 spring pig crop almost
as large as that of 1956, Hog produc-
tion is in its first (irear of decline,
and seldom has the downtrend failed
to last two years.

Sheep numbers like cattle show lit-
tle trend. Production and disposition
of sheep are nearly in balance. No
great change in sheep numbers is
expected. If the calf crop turns out
to be as large as indicated in July,
the inventory of all young stock
other than heavy steers this coming
January will probably be as large as
last January.
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The 1956 Crop Report

Wisconsin's record corn
crop was the bright spot in
this year's crop production
which was about average
but not outstanding. All
crop outturn for the nation
was one of the highest on
record.

Milk Production

Milk production on Wis-
consin farms during Novem-
ber was up 7 percent from
a year ago compared with
an increase of 1 percent for
the nation.

Egg Production

Wisconsin farm flocks pro-
duced 10 percent more eggs
in November than a year
ago. In both Wisconsin and
the nation egg production is
up well above last year
partly because of the sharp
increase in production per
layer.

Prices Farmers Receive and Pay

Prices paid by Wisconsin
farmers average about 1
percent below the all-time
high for November reported
in 1952, Prices received by
farmers are slightly above a
year ago but much below
the record high for the
month.

Current Trends

Slaughter of cattle, calves,
hogs, and sheep and lambs
in the nation is larger than
a year ago and above aver-
age. Cold storage stocks of
butter and cheese are
smaller than a year ago but
stocks of poultry and eggs
are larger.

Special ltems (page 4)

Summary of December
Pig Survey

Index of Special ltems
in 1956 "Reporter”

ISCONSIN’S FARMERS HAR-

VESTED crops this year that
had a farm value of nearly 615 mil-
lion dollars. This wasn't the best crop
year on record but production was
about average even though there was
a lot of dry weather. The year ended
with a moisture deficiency for the
state as a whole.

The record-breaking corn crop har-
vested in Wisconsin of 167 million
bushels was valued at 217% million
dollars and accounted for 42 percent
of the value of all crops. Hay pro-
duction was also larger than last year
and above average. The hay crop of
more than 8% million tons ranked
second in value at 1891 million dol-
lars. And the oat crop, while smaller
than last year and below average,
ranked third with the 126% million
bushels valued at 88% million dollars.

The value of corn, oats, and hay
accounted for 8614 percent of the
value of all crops produced in Wis-
consin this year. Total value of all
crops this year was about 40 million
dollars more or nearly equal to the
increase over a year ago in the value
of the corn crop.

Except for the sharp increase in
soybean production and the smaller
oat and rye crops, outturn of other
small grain crops was a little larger
than last year. Canning pea produc-
tion was smaller than last year but
production of most vegetable crops
was larger. Fruit crops were smaller
except for the record cranberry pro-
duction, Wisconsin farmers harvested
more potatoes than last year, but
there was a substantial decrease in
the size of the tobacco crop.

Production of grass and legume
seeds in Wisconsin this year was well
below a year ago and the 10-year
average. This was a poor year for
seed production with low yields, and
farmers harvested much smaller acre-
ages of grass and legumes than aver-
age for seed.

The total acreage of crops har-
vested in Wisconsin this year is esti-
mated at a little over 10 million acres
or about 100 thousand acres less than
last year. Oats and hay are included
in the list of crops harvested from
smaller acreages. No change from a
year ago is shown for the acreage of
corn and the increased production is
entirely the result of a record yield
per acre.

Nation’s Crop OQutput

The soybean crop was the only
crop with a record production in the
nation this year. But total erop pro-
duction in the United States was one
of the highest on record although the
acreage was the smallest in 20 years.
Average yields per harvested acre set

Weather Summary, November 1956

Temperature Precipitation
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches
il
| -
tE-
8 |
Station ¥ 'ﬂﬁ 5
P
= = -
E E g E 5 E| 5%
: | & 8 sl Bl s/E3E
d | & & E|| Z| Z| <83
Duluth..___|— 6 | 53 (28,2|28.6{| 1.21| 1.67 2.19
Spooner_...|—12 65 (31.2/30.7)| 0.78 1.41)+ 1.09
Park Falls..|— 6 | 63 [29.5(28.8(| 2.39| 1.89|— B8.66
Rhinelander|— 5 | 68 (31.7/29.7|| 3.25/ 1.86|— 2,94
Wausau.._.| 4 | 67 [37.8|32.3(| 3.50) 1.79|— 1.48
Marinette.. . 5 | 64 (36.1/36.0|) 2.77| 2.40/— 2.89
Escanaba___ 4 | 65 )35.0|33.9|| 2.62| 2.20|— 2.59
Minneapolisi 5 | 63 |34.1]{33.0(| 1.35] 1.444 2.69
Eau Claire 2 | 67 [33.8(33.0/| 1.45| 1.79|— 4.62
La Crosse__ 2 | 69 134.3|34.3|| 1.66| 1.81) — 1.97
Hancock...|—17 | 65 |33.2|33.3|| 3.75| 1.69— 1.38
Oshkosh. . . 0 | 65 |34.5/34.9|| 2.84| 1.90-+ 2.30
Green Bay . 3 64 |33.6/33.5(| 2.13| 1.94|+ 1.10
Manitowoc . 7 | 61 [37.4(36.3(| 3.00] 2.21)— 4.48
Dubuque._ 6 | 67 |35.1|35.6/| 2.11| 2,13|— B,52
Madison. . ] 71 |35.7|35.3|| 2.78| 2.29|+ 1.85
Beloit____ __ 9 | 74 |40.0|37.5|| 2.18| 2.07|—10.55
Milwaukee
(airport) . 8 66 (36.7|37.3|| 1.62| 2.11|+ 1.23
Average for
18 Stations| 0.7 |65.4{34.3|33.6|| 2.30( 1.92| - 2.33

new over-all record levels with few
crops falling below average.

United States all-crop production
index this year was 106 percent of
the 1947-49 average or equal to the
previous records of 1948 and 19565.
The index of feed grain production
was 11 percent above average while
food grain output was 17 percent be-
low the 1947-49 level. Hay and forage
was also 11 percent above the average
production while oilseed crops showed
a bb percent increase.

November Milk Output
Highest on Record

Milk production on Wisconsin
farms in November was estimated at
1,171 million pounds or 7 percent
above November a year ago and 27
?ercent above the average production
or the month. During the first eleven
months of this year dairy herds pro-
duced 4 percent more milk than in
the same period last year, and it is
believed that by mid-December the
1956 milk output had equaled the
record production for all of 1955,

Dairy herds in the nation produced
1 percent more milk in November
than a year earlier and the output
was 12 percent above average for the
month. During the eleven months of
this year the nation’s milk production
was up 3 percent from the same
period in 1955. Milk production in
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Summary Wisconsin Crop Acreage, Production, Prices and Values, 1955 and 1956

Value of
Acreage Yield per Acre Production Farm Price Production
(000 omitted) 000 omitted) (000 omitted)
Crop i S ——a — Unit
1956 10-year 1956 10-year 1956 10-year 1956 1956
(Prelim- 1955 lurla (Prelim- 1955 average | (Prelim- 1955 average (Prelim- 1955 (Prelim- 1955
imary) 1945- inary) 1945-54 inary) 1945-54 inary) inary)
Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars
CEREALS
Corn (All).______ 2,740 2,740 2,565 61.0 50.0 49.5 |167,140 137,000 |126,847 Bu, 1.30 1.30
Grain________ 1,714 3 U 1 R SR 65.0 L B SR 111,410 - 7 o (e Bu. Y N e
989 1,063 10.1 9.4 ,989 2 1S TRy Ton T, (e
2,750 2,835 2,893 46.0 49.0 45,1 (126,500 138,915 130,537 Bu. .70 .60
73 T4 148 36.0 35.0 36.9 2,628 2,590 5,447 Bu. 1.10 1.09
35 14 8 13.0 12.5 12.2 455 550 942 Bu. 1.18 .98 53 539
30 31 58 26.0 24.0 24.6 780 744 1,420 Bu. 1.90 1.81 1,482 1,347
24 25 31 27.5 27,0 240 660 675 T44 Bu. 1.95 1.83 1,287 1,235
14 14 22 17.5 13.0 15.4 245 182 337 Bu. 1.20 1.24 294 226
85 78 39 15.5 12.5 14.0 1,318 975 558 Bu. 2.15 2,12 2,834 2,067
Plax. ... 9 5 11 14.0 12.5 12.7 126 62 145 Bu. 2.95 2.83 372 175
Red clover seed. 51 1582 134.5 47 60 52 2,397 9,480 6,514 Lb. .35 .292 839 2,768
White clover seed T .9 2.42 120 150 176 84 135 443 Lb. .63 45 53 61
Timothy seed____ 6 15 10.55 100 115 120 600 1,725 1,316 Lb. 158 .084 95 145
Alfalfa seed. . __ 52 182 17.9 18 56 68 240 1,008 1,301 Lb. .355 .261 85 263
Alsike seed . 14 5 9.75 100 120 128 400 600 1,268 Lb. .30 .22 120 132
HAY AND
FORAGE
All tame. . . 3,875 3,906 3,971 2.17 2.14 1.79 8,398 8,343 7,105 Ton ||
Alfalfa.. . ___. 2,457 2,340 1,569 2.40 2.35 2.13 | 5,897 5,499 3,389 Ton [
All clover and |
timothy_ ______ 1,307 1,469 2,220 1.80 1.85 1.58 2,353 2,718 3,479 Ton ||
Annual legume___ 6 7 24 1.95 1.45 1.66 12 10 39 Ton 16.50 17.60 139 458 147 858
Grain cut green. . 15 25 §1 1.30 1.30 1.20 58 32 61 Ton
Millet, Sudan and
other hay. _____ 60 65 108 1.30 1.30 1.26 78 84 137 Ton |/
Wild hay.. .. . 432 452 812 1.25 1.30 1.15 54 58 92 Ton
OTHER FIELD
CROPS
Potatoes, late
summer___ ____ 2.4 17.9 20.5% 145 126 1248 3,248 2,255 2,5148 Cwt 1.88 2.00 13,566 13,104
Potatoes, fall_ _ _ . 25.6 34.1 38.28 155 126 1334 3,968 4,297 5,034¢ Cwt
Tobacco. ... e 11.2 13.4 19.99 | 1,517 1,444 1,471 16,990 19,343 29,424 Lb. 241 4,089+ 4,657
Su{nr beets______ 6.4 6.1 11.0 10.5 9. 10.1 67 57 110 i el e B.70 496
Cabbage for fresh
market___ .. 3.3 3.1 4,323 290 180 2293 957 558 9873 Cwt. .80 1.50 766 837
Cabbage, kraut __ 4.6 4.1 4.46 15,3 10.0 11.3 70.4 41.0 50.5 | Ton 11.00 15.60 774 640
Onions, com-
mercial __._____ 3.0 3.1 3.073 240 225 209° 20 698 6413 Cwt. 1.80 2.60 1,296 1,815
Carrots._ _ Seis 2.2 2.1 2,458 310 265 2439 682 556 5963 Cwt. 1.01 1.26 688 703
Cucumbers for
ickl 18.3 16.2 21.46 100 89 75 1,830 1,442 1,633 Bu. 1.40 .40 2,562 2,019
Peas, canning.___ 129.1 116.9 129.21 | 1,960 2,220 2,040 253,040 259,520 (265,040 Lb. .0433 041 10,957 10,770
Corn, canning. ... 108.1 93.4 97.6 3.7 2.5 2.6 0 233.5 256.2 | Ton 19.30 17.90 W \
Snap beans for
canning. ... ___ 16.6 15.1 11.89 1.7 1.3 1.5 28.2 19.6 18.1 | Ton | 105.50 108.00 2,975 2,117
Beets, canning. .. 8.1 7.2 6.49 9.8 6.9 8.5 9.4 49.7 55.4 | Ton 16.40 17.20 1,302 855
Green lima beans,
T cannin 6.3 7.3 5.83 | 2,100 1,420 1,480 13,240 10,360 8,900 Lb. 0798 0690 1,057 715
omatoes
ning . 1.0 9 1.24 9.0 9.5 6.9 9.0 8.6 8.2 | Ton 23.90 29.80 215 256
FRUITS
Apples, com-
mercial ________ PRl AL 1,190 1,380 1,072 Bu. 2.15 2.205 2,558 2,9485
Cherries. = - 5 . 14.0 21, 14,12 Ton | 174.00 108,00 2,436 2,344
Cranberries.. ... 4.0 4.0 3.25 340 315 199.2 | Bbl. 11.30 10.80 3,842 3,402
Maple sugar_____ 364v 3796 3076 6 4 11 Lb. 1.10 .90 T 4
Maple sirup...__ TR o R | Wi by 71 57 70 Gal 4.80 4.70 370 268
Strawberries___ 1.2 ) I 4 1.63 3,600 3,672 4,8393 Lb. 194 .219 698 804
Mint (for oil) . ___ 2.8 3.2 1.683 101 128 583 Lb. 6.20 6.80 626 670
Grand Total . ______ LR Bt ) B ] e e e e e s S T e e 514,6837 | 474,892

!Not included in acreage grown for hay. 2Not included in total acreage. 31040-54 average.
%Trees tapped. 7Excludes sugar beets,

to that portion of the crop utilized.

November hit an all-time high with
production per cow at a record level
for the month.

Egg Production Up
On Wisconsin Farms

Egg production on Wisconsin farms
in November was a tenth greater
than in November last year and a
fourth above average for the month.
This increased egg production re-
sulted from about 8 percent more
layers in farm flocks and an increase
of almost 3 percent in the egg pro-
duction per layer.

Wisconsin’s farm flocks produced
218 million eggs in November com-
pared with 198 million a year ago and

the average for the month of 174 mil-
lion. For the eleven months of this
year, farm flocks in the state pro-
duced 2,201 million eggs or 4 percent
more than in the same period last
year.

For the United States, farm flocks
laid 4,842 million eggs in November.
This production was nearly 4 percent
above a year ago and 10 percent
above average for the month. The
November egg production was a rec-
ord for the month and resulted al-
most entirely from a greater produc-
tion per layer.

Potential layers, hens and pullets
of laying age plus pullets not of lay-
ing age, on farms December 1 totaled

41966 season average prices were used in evaluating production. 5Price and value apply

over 365 million birds or 1 percent
less than the number a year earlier
gnd 14 percent below average for the
ate.

Increases Reported by Farmers
For Prices Paid and Received

Prices received by Wisconsin farm-
ers for most products were above
November a year ago. The November
prices received index this year was
238 percent of the 1910-14 average
and a little more than 1 percent
above last November. The index of
meat animal prices showed the most
gain in the past year mostly because
of the increase in hog prices over the

:
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Current Trends

WISCONSIN UNITED STATES
Item Unit Date
S-yr. av. 5-yr. av,
This menth! | Last month Last year for month This month! | Last month Last year for month
Farm Prices—Dollars
AEDe. L e cewt. Nov. 3.60 3.00 3.56 3.88 4.50 4.48 4.43 4.81
Maresbaillec. . aaucisiivani e ewt. | Nov. 4.056 4.00 3.09 R e B T Boies
........... ewt. Nov. 3.356 3.41 3.34 3.72 3.50 3.48 3.43 3.88
................... head | Nov. 185. 190, 165, 227. 154 155, 144. 196
_________________ cwt. Nov. 14.00 15.10 11.70 17.84 14.20 15.50 12.10 18,26
........... cewt Nov 9.70 10.70 9.70 16,52 14.60 15.30 14.00 20.40
........... cwt, Nov., 15,80 16.40 15.20 23.60 15.40 15.70 15.50 21.88
........... cwt. Nov. 17.00 17.20 15.40 21.20 17.50 17,90 17.20 22,28
SR o Nov. .46 44 .34 .68 444 423 .383 594
........... Ib. Nab. . 149 .143 180 .226 157 160 .108 232
RS S Nov. .358 .382 442 .493 372 .381 434 476
........... bu. Nov. 1.156 1.26 1.05 1.43 1.21 1.19 1.09 1.43
........... bu. Nov. .70 .68 .60 .79 724 .690 605 814
Sl Gasee e sE bu. Nov. 1.06 1.10 1.00 1.31 1.01 977 919 1.22
___________ bu. Nov. 1.16 1.12 1.17 1.08 1.20 1.21 1.14 1.13
.......... bu. Nov. 21.60 20.10 13.86 25.24 19.44 18,36 11.46 20.46
........... bu. Nov. 20.82 21.12 17,28 19,60 20.94 21.06 17.28 19.58
R SR bu. Nov. .96 .81 1.00 1.44 .92 .80 .7 1.28
KA Ray balad . o C0iio Sl ton Nov, 16,80 17.80 19.60 20.38 22.70 22.10 22.30 24.64
.
Price Index Numbers, 1910-14 — 100
AlLKarm Prioes. ..c..oouziauss pet. Nov. 238 243 235 283 234 234 224 260
Livestock and livestock pet. Nov. 239 245 236 289 230 236 224 285
pet. Nov. 278 278 276 300 277 272 267 200
pet. Nov. 197 213 179 285 231 245 214 312
-| pet. Nov. 140 136 176 208 E 164 167 104 216
-| pet. Nov. 168 179 207 231 |
-| pet. Nov. 185 184 180 207 239 232 224 251
-| pet. Nov. 160 166 153 191 182 178 164 209
-| pet. Nov. 208 208 192 215 218 232 194 190
Prices Farmers Pay._ .| pet. Nov. 286 286 279 282 267 265 259 264
Purchasing Power of pet. | Nov. 83 85 84 100 88 88 86 102
Agricultural Production and Marketing

Milk production (000,000). ... ... ... 1. Nov. 1,171 1,141 1,096 968 8,757 9,450 8,668 7,973

Egg production (000,000)-- no Nov. 218 194 198 174 4,842 4,818 4,677 4,404

Layers on farms (000)... head | Nov 13,800 13,228 12,907 13,027 331,627 323,063 331,207 348,355

Eggs per 100 layers. ... 10, Nov. . 1,466 i 1,334 i 1,401 41 1,266

Cows in herd freshening. pet. Nov. 11.41 13.26 11.29 158 T I | e e e SR RG] [ Bl

Calves born to be raised............... pet. Nov. 36.29 37.24 36,42 Iy i | (S o et s e R R

Dairy Production (000)

L O Ib. Oct. 93,126 96,7256 88,805
American cheese_._.__._ - Ib. Oct. 74,1356 62,507 61,143
Dried skim milk for food b Oct. i 81,470 52,113
Dried skim milk for feed. b Oct. 1,070 1,094
Evaporated whole milk.._.._________| b Oct, 189,100 164,805 179,154
QOct 91 74 79 2,605 2,201 2,274 1,929
Oct 170 104 145 105 1,340 1,088 1,161 1,026
Oct 17 4 10 18 1,623 1,318 1,412 1,427
Oet. 200 203 319 297 7,619 5,060 7,226 6,450
Dec. 1 774 2,203 2,732 4,001 39,610 62,261 202,294 211,836
Dec. 1 119,915 415,817 448 857 505,435 374,128
Dec. 1 e smwasiwdi i 317 5,760 9,326
Dec. 1 29,504 31,211 19,890 20,311
Dec. 1 455,279 480,385 531,004 403,765
Frozen poultry e Dec. 1 366,145 361,766 259,687 288,543
LT o B S P = Dec. 1
AIBEEE. . o oiisisasicamanasanias Dee. 1 3,758 4,478 3,302 3,103
Wisconsin Feed Price Changes? Economic Indicators—United States
S-yr. S-yr.
Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for Item Unit | Date This Last Last | av. for
month! | month | year | month month! | month | year | month
Grain & concentrates fed percowd _| Ib. | Nov, | 194 162 189 174 1047-49=100 percent
Grain and concentrates fed Industrial Production, adj.5.._.| pet. Oct. 145 145 143 125
i Dec. 1 | 156 127 140 119
Dec. 1 7.07 5.88 6.72 6.31 || Freight Car Loadings, adj.5..... pet. | Oct. 07 96 08 |ooeo....
Dec. 1 33.14 28,75 | 33.66 34.83
Wholesale Prices5............. pet. | Oct. 116 116 112 110

Cost 1,000 pounds >,
of dairy ration. .. ..cocvennnn-- $ Nov.1| 23.26 | 22.78 | 21.67 | 27.41 || Cost of Livings...._.......... pet. | Sept. 117 117 115 112
of poultry ration_ . ... ........ $ Nov.1| 23.86| 24.58 | 22.13 | 20.05

Personal Income#

Pounds ration to equal value Non-agricultural. . _.__..___. pet. | Oct. 170 166 160 144
of 100 Ibs. milk. .. oooeaaaan Ib. Nov. 166 168 164 142 Agricultural................ pet. | Oct. 88 83 82 96
of 10 dos. eggs. - - o coccceeee Ib. Nov. 150 155 200 169

i Factory Employment, adj.5..... pet. | Oct. 107 106 107 | 106

Index of wholesale feed prices,

(1910-14=100) . . ccevureecenan pet. | Nov. 191 193 177 223 iPlimiri
2Prepared by Wisconsin Crop Reporting Service, based on reporters’ data.
ﬁhgkﬁ;%&? 90wt par: oo, 3Computed from quantity reported fed at the beginning and end of the month in herds of

T e T v 1 £ Nov. 46.10 | 40.00 | 41.50 | 53.70 || ,Wisconsin dairy correspondents times number of days in month.
Linseed meal.._.___. Nov. | 02.25 | 60.60 | 60.90 | 75:32 |f ;U1 8. Dept. of Commerce,
Corn gluten meal_... Nov. | 70.00 [ 70.00 | 63.00 | 81.35 || ®Federal Reserve Board,

ANKAZe. - ceeenne Nov. 77.30 | 82,15 | 78.45 | 112.65
Middlings. ...cceean-- $ Nov. 47.00 | 41.80 | 42.50 | 64.14
Boybean meal....... Nov. 61,80 | 60.10 | 62.75 | 82.65
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low ones a year ago.
Improvement in farm product prices
were more than offset by an increase
in the prices farmers pay for goods
and services used in farm production
and family living. The November in-
dex of prices paid by Wisconsin
farmers was 286 percent of the 1910~
14 average and showed a gain of
nearly 3 percent from a year ago.

Fewer Sows Expected
For Spring Farrowing

Farmers in Wisconsin as well as
for the nation intend to breed 2 per-
cent fewer sows to farrow this com-
ing spring than farrowed in the
spring of 1956, This information
comes from the annual December Pig
Survey made by the Department of
Agriculture with the help of thou-
sands of farmers and rural mail car-
riers throughout the nation.

If present breeding intentions are
carried out, Wisconsin farmers will
breed 289,000 sows to farrow in the
period from December through May.
The number of sows bred for farrow-
ing in December through February is
15 percent below the number of a
vear ago. But farmers plan to breed
3 percent more sows to farrow on
Wisconsin farms from March through
May. This increase in late farrowings
will offset much of the decrease in
sows bred to farrow from December
through February.

Wisconsin’s spring pig crop this
year was 17 percent below a year ago
and a decrease of 8 percent is shown

Wisconsin[ Pig Cl’c;ps 1924-56
t

omi!

Sows farrowed Pigs saved
Year

Spring Fall Spring | Fall Total
1924 316 134 1,735 178 | 2,513
1925.. 284 120 1,818 |. 706 | 2,524
1926.. 340 150 2,006 913 | 2,919
1927.. 340 128 2,140 807 | 2,047
1928_._. 280 110 1,764 693 | 2,457
1929_... 260 119 1,638 762 | 2,400
1930. ... 269 118 1,746 773 | 2,519
1931 285 141 1,872 916 | 2,788
1932.... mn 127 1,691 833 | 2,524
19383.... 261 133 1,676 859 | 2,535
1934__ 245 87 1,556 550 | 2,115
1935. . 233 130 1,480 855 | 2,335
1936 281 133 1,779 874 | 2,653
1937.... 247 121 1,667 817 | 2,484
1938.... 267 141 1,829 953 | 2,782
1939___ 321 160 2,086 | 1,101 | 3,187
1940 326 153 2,155 | 1,057 | 3,212
1941_. 320 196 2,182 1,337 | 3,519
1942 362 214 2,451 | 1,440 | 3,891
1943 431 255 2,806 1,673 | 4,479
1944 332 150 2,148 984 | 3,132
1945__ 315 175 2,104 1,155 | 3,250
1946 290 144 1,958 985 | 2,943
1947__ 296 147 1,906 879 | 2,885
1948 296 153 1,980 | 1,043 | 3,032
1949 __ 326 165 2,197 1,097 | 3,294
1950. . 352 190 2,306 1,290 | 3,596
1951 352 198 2,387 1,319 | 3,706
1952_. 327 172 2,213 1,195 | 3,468
1953 281 163 1,925 | 1,097 | 3,022
1954 323 183 2,211 1,255 | 3,532
1955 355 205 2,503 1,435 | 3,938
1956. . 295 187 2,083 1,326 | 3,409

for the fall crop. The number of pigs
saved from spring and fall farrow-
ings in 1956 is estimated at 3,409,000
head or 13 percent below the 1955
pig crop, but 4 percent above the
10-year average.

Spring and Fall Pig Crops

(000 omitted)
Spring Fall
———|—————|—————|————| Pigs saved
Sows Pigs Sows Pigs spring and
farrowed saved farrowed saved fall
Wisconsin
10-yr.av, 194554 ________ 316 2,132 169 1,142 3,274
1985 ... ... .. 355 2,503 205 1,435 3,938
L DR  aR e 295 2,083 187 1,326 3,400
I e e ¢ )l IS TR (G R T s S
Corn Belt®
19-yr. Av. 1945-54 6,398 41,857 3,554 23,638 65,495
1958, . S LS AR 6,651 46,308 4,102 28,085 74,393
H L T 5,884 41,3N11 3,790 26,891 68,262
1951....... L Ll Wi ' SERIPL S e T (S
United States
10-yr. av. 1945-54__ . 8,327 53,923 5,208 34,219 88,142
... 8,359 57,690 5,586 38,029 95,719
;. IR S R ) e i 7,657 53,136 5,215 36,535 89,671
) SRS S R e b | L R (N Sssdne il L ae bk

| Estimates based on intentions of farmers as reported in t
20hio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota
and Kansas,

he December Pig Survey and subject to revision.
, Towa, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,

Special News Items
From 1956 Reporters

Cattle on feed _____________ January
Chicken numbers by county, Jan-
UL g ) [ DRSS IS e April
Corn planted by June 1 June
Cranberry production ___ September
Crops condition, June 1, Wisconsin
& United States ____________ June
Cro_p planting intentions, Wiscon-
sin & United States _______ March
Crop_prospects, July 1, Wisconsin
& United States ____________ July
Crop summary for United States,
1954 & 1955 January
1955
December
Crop summary on first of month,
Wisconsin & United States _____
July, November
Crop values per acre January
Custom rates May
Dairy manufactures, 1953, 1954,
1955 June
Egg production by county, 1955
: April
Farm prices and purchasing power,
1910-56 _ i May
Farm supplies of grain and hay __
= - -~ January
Feeder pig prices and/or number
- February, March, November
Grains harvested by August 1 _

St e b August
Grains sown by May 1 ________ May
Hotteyr.o o0 s October

Livestock movement to packers and
_stockyards, 1940-55 ____ February
Livestock numbers and value, Wis-
consin & United States, 1949-56
= e e Sl February
Livestock numbers by county, Jan-
DAEY APBET L ot Sommeisn April
Maple produets ____________
Meat production and supply ._____
. . September, November
Milk prices as percent of United
States, by months, 1954 & 1955

e e R T February
Milk prices by months, 1955 ______

e e i e February
Milk production by county, 1955

=t i e April
Oat varieties seeded, 1956 ___ August
Pasture condition __________ April
PoppErMInt T o m  T uly
T T R October
Physical production index, 1935-55

e i e e S e A May
Piganevey . - -

. ——- March, June December
Prices received by farmers, 1910-56

__________________________ March
nge rates ________ Jan., April, Oct.
Winter wheat production _____ April
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