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HOW MY BIRD RECORDS GREW : 

By Elmer Strehlow 
a . Green Bay, Wis. 

In 1986 when I joined the Green Bay Bird Club my system of 
keeping bird records was very simple. J used a noteboo}. in 
which I listed the species and the dates on which I first ob- 
Served them. A sample of dorm No. 1 is shown as follows: 

: -.. Chart No. 1 i 
1 English Sparrow y 1-1-3837 
2 Blue jay 
3 Chickadee 

4 Pheasant ; 
5 Tree Sparrow 1-4-37 4 
6 Junco 
7 Ruffed grouse 

ie : 8 Red-headed woodpecker 

; 
This system is all right for beginners but as your interest 
and kmowledge grows you will want 2 more complete record. 
No com lete, up-to-date list of Wisconsin birds boing avail- 

» able, I drea up my own list in 1938 and arrange the species 
in the latest A.O.U. oréer. My next bird record, form No. 2, 

, head-16 columns: Club No. Nemo A.C.U. Occourreneé Remarka 
J 1956 1957--1945, 

As this form was used b; our bird club members, the club 
numbcr refers to the numerical order in which the birds were 
listed. This system docs not sllow for a monthly recording, 
but only for arrival dates. f 

} After I vas reaucsted to be the "Pessenger Pigeon" reporter 
for this area, I nesde? a form in shich monthly records coulé 
bc made. Form No. 3 was similar to form 2 except that it 
allowcd.for a monthly instead of yearly record. For our 
Summer residents, their last eppesr:nee here is merko@ in rad, 
and for the migrents, lest eppearences in both spring end 
fall migrations ere marked in red. (continuec on page 65)
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. BULLETIN. TO BE PRINTED - ; 

Officers of the -'Visconsin Society of Orni tholosy_riet <t the 
home of President Alvin Throne in Milweukee on MY 25 -nd de- 
eiced, smong other things, to begin publishing’* pinta 
bulletin beginning with the July 1940 issug< There will be ) 
but 8 p-gos in cozch issuc curing this ycrr, but it mey cxpand 
to = lrrgcr size in 1941 if supnort warrants such procedure, » 

“ith over 260 pid mumbers +t the present time, it wes fclt 
thet even much greater support could be cxpeeteod with « ; 
printica popcr. In number of words, € pages printed will ecual 
about 12 pass mimeographed. Benefits to be gained by print- 
ing include mailing by second class matter permit, better read- 
ability, possible use of pictures and other illustretions, pos- 
sible reprints for contributors, and a greeter permanency and 
general recognition among scientific circles. 

The bosrd in making this move has shown its appreciation 
of the support of the members as well as its confidence in 
the support which may be expected. ‘Without sufficient support 
the printed paper in 1o41 may have to bec changed to a bi- 
monthly, but it is hoped that instead the reception given a p printed bulletin will expanc the membership to warrent a 
larger monthly edition. 

) 

Each member is urged to advise his fricnds of this now ' development, for future issues of THE PASSENGER PIsKoN may be expectcé to inersase in valuc es an indispensable journal 
of field ornithology. 
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HOW MY BIRD RECORDS GREW 

As only one year's record could appear on a pag. in form 3, 
making it difficult to compare dates from year to year, I 
devised still another form.. I now use en 8x5 card indox file. 
One Snecie's record appears on each card end the cards ere 
filed in the A.O.U. order. Under the bird's neme I heve its 
occurrence, as {Common Sumer Resident," or "Rere Migrant," 
also its check number. i ' 

.. The post of. the card is divided into 14 columms, the first 
for the years, the next 12 for the months end the last colum, 
wider then the others, for "Remarks." This large size card .. 
ellows for 15 years’ record. Forni Now 4 is organized as 
follows: 

; Browm Thrasher - : 
; C.S.Re 4 A.0.U. No. 7 

Yeer Jen.Feb.Mar.Apr May Jun.July Aug.Sept.0ct .Nov.Dec.Remarks 
1959 Pn a ey Kies Uy ae ue gall mee 

The back of the card can be used for noting eny unusual records 
or other notes of interest. Lest appearance detes are marked 
in red in this system also. 

Folders, cne for each month, were made to fit the card index 
file’and in these I keep nll records sent to me by bird club 

» members and other observers. 

(Editor's Note: This méthod of keeping errivel-and depart- 
ure detés as developed by Strehlow mey encourng: othr bird 
students to develop e permanent file systcm xecording to 

their particuler desire. Probabl; there are as many methods 
of keeping records as there are observers, but the important 
consideration is that such records ‘are preserved. Special 
note should be made of the fact that Strehlow's cards do not 
show the abundance of the various species except by special 

PSMnunbe?s GPPCESR Pha “OEsCRESE “and EnS AURROE SePESERS OF 
the field has definitely been recognizcd as necessary for 
Studies ef comparative abundarice and should not be overlook.d. 
Likewise, every observer should keep a field notebook for 
observations on bird habits as such items have not only a 
definite interest value but help the observer to fix the ex- 
perience in mind and thereb; develop more quickly es a field 
observer, ) 
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BIRD BANDERS' DEPANTMENT 
Harold C. Wilson, Editor , 

f f ; Ephrsim, ‘visconsin 

_ This is, one editor who, it seems, will never have 
: en opportunity to use 2 rejection slip. Meterinl for this 

prge is elmost as hard to collect os the bird our bulletin, 
with its neme, honors in memory. ' 

Ava J.M. McCarthy, Superior, rites: "On Fob. 20th one of 
my students brought to me on Evening Grosbcak with bird 

: bend No. 259258. The specimen wns ¢. handsome male, 
slightly injurcd, but very pugnscious. “le put him in a 
prrrot cag: and fed him sunfluver secds which he ste with 
relish. He come from » flock that was feeding on seeds 
still found on box eléer maples. We kept him for . fer days 
until he beenme wcll. Relenseé, he flow away with the 
‘flock. che: 

‘ - These erosbe:ks ‘re very numerous in Supericr this yoar 
; for some renson and they arc fed by at least half a dozen 

bird lovers .n- their vinéow ‘lecges ‘and back yards. -These 
‘bircs come tc us about the first of January and leave in 
Merch usunlly." i 

Mr. ene Mrs. F. Hemerstrom, Pleinfielc, reverted a 
“- Chieksdec, banéec at Nocotch Februsery 23, 1937, was 

retreppec one mile from point of banc ing, Merch Is, 1940. 
They have ban?ed ebout 125 Pinnatoé Grouse in the pest 

winter. : 

Karl ‘i, Kehmenn, Heyver?, vas a bir? bancing enthusiast 
Until 1923 when a firc Cestruye ell cf his rcecres, Howe! 
Sver, in 1929 ke stagec i e.mebeck, bend ing 141 bircs 
vf 18 specics. Last June 7th he binicc 4 Great Blue Heron 
nestling which he: cane t) grief uring « sturm rn hac ti 
be hen¢ rsiscé. This bird urs lest sucn at his station on 
‘Scptenber llth enc vas foun? injured ot Levon, Texas just 
20 cays later. ; 

Scmuel E. Thorn, Milwaukee, euntributes 2 new icce for i 
oxamining smell birds. He says, "I slip the bire int. ¢ 
Geluphene tube thet is cpen st cach enc. The tube shuld 

' fit snugly. I find tht. shen the biré is inserte¢ heac 
first all the feathers are in a n rmel pesition, the bird — 
is c mf. rtable and keeps still, giving maximum ease of 
identification. 

Very large test tubes with a vent put in the closed end 
should work just es well. Tou releese the bird, hole the 
tube s. that the bird is hanging head down and grevity 
G:es the rest. If the "fit" tes toc tight, simply tap 
the tube 2 time or two," 
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: ‘ ‘ APRIL FIELD NOTES 

by N. R. Barger, Editor ‘ 
, Kindly send field ‘notes to N.R. Barger, 450 N. Fev St., 

'" Medis.m, Wisconsin, at the end cf each month. 

As promised we will begin t. introduce our cbservers to 

the membership « few et « time. The three fvlloving sre mem- 
.. bers cf the Benjamin F. Goss Bird.Club anc are all over 18 

-years'of agce : 
Vernon C. Ressmen hes been studying birds for 14 years, 12 

of which have been spent iu Waukesh:. He is very active in 

bire bending which he has been dving since 19335. He is bayst 
secretary cf the YMCA. : 

"Hervey E. Philip hes 6 yeers of bird study to his credit. 
He is very active anc watches the migretieaA very closely. 

* ‘He is superintendcnt of the. Visconsin Industriel Sehool for 

Boys at vieukeshe. 

Ss Peul Joncs uf Waukcshe, has been active in bird study 

for 24 yeers; has migration reccorés for th-.t pericd rnd is 
actively observing. He has Gone some banding but is not 

active at prescnt is this work. His business is insurence. 

Dr. Von Jarchow hed 2 Turkey Vulture with > caupletely 
‘shetterec tibia brought to hin. After setting and splint- 
ing the leg, the birc thrive¢. ver; well, on rew beef heart and 

‘was sble tu limp after eight cays, cud in ten Cays held the 
meat Com while.tearing it with his bill. He wes relensed 
after fcurteen cays in the presence uf Hens Zell, snc he 
hac n.. cifficulty in flying evsy. Of course, he was bandec. 
We Co not heve any recervs vf this bird in most evunties, 
énc but few in the southern half of the state. _ 

bucks were scarce frum our reports, sume cbservers estimat- 
éd the number tu be about helf of what we have been used to. 
Ancther reeord of 2 Berrcwts Gul¢gon-cys at Green Bay was ro- 

. Giver, this time from Strchlew. The American Golden-eye 
1 Was last secon in Dano County, April 20 by Rubbins, which is 

. the averrge Cate of Ceperture. Mrs. Rogers n.ter » great 
Csercese in. the Gulcen-eye papulation at Appleton, April 2 

~ but also en influx of immeture msles et the same time. A 
White-vingec Sector, mele, wes pickec up cere et Racine by 

’ . Georgu"Prins, Apr. 27. Carleton Toppe, of Chippewa County 
ecountuc three wood Duck, april 13. 

i _ &n oxtromely interesting recoré wes neCe by Jones, when he 
Sightec © single White-fronted Gouse on the Deleven Preirie, 
April 28. The mre commun L. Snow Geose ves recorded br 
Richter st Ocunt., apr. 27 vhon he sez 57. Tho usual cate 
of Ceperturs for the Canc¢s Gouse from Dane Ccunty is about 
April 1€. Ten cays leter six vere seen there by Robbins. 

» Whistling Swens vere ebuncent snc shower up at meny unexpected 
placcs. . } 
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THE PASSENGER PIGEON 5 

The most notable flock we heard of was that of Evans at ' 

Oshicosh, when he estimated about 2200i Two birds that ar- 

rived on time were the Great Blue Heron, Apr. 2, at Oconto, 

(Richter): and the Pied-billed Grebe, Apr. £, at Oshkosh 

(Abrahamson). ; YW ole: 
Throughout April there was an even distribution of from ~ 

one to two a-day of the Sharp-shinned, Cooper, Red-tailed ‘ 

and’ Broad-winged Hawks, according to Robbins, of Dane Coun f 

ty. Richter has noted a pair of Red-shouldered Hawks as 
far north as Oconto (Apr. 21). As usual about two pair 

have been found in Dene County nesting. (Jackson & Feeney). ~ 

Early dates for the Osprey were noted in Chippewa County, 

Apr. 13 (Toppe); and in Dane County, apr. 9 (Robbins). 

There is an even distribution of Sparrow Hawks, but one 

being found as a rule per day, but Evans saw 3, April 28. 
But few records of game birds came in. Scott noted the 

Prairie Chicken in Vilas County, Apr. 29, and Palmer of 
Jenesville, Apr. 20 observed 3 Bobwhites at a place within 

a few miles of Jsnésville where they hed not been noted in 

many years. . 
The Upland Plover came in on time this year eccording to 

i Buss, who is making special studies of them, but few in 

nutiber. Jackson, Apr. 29, observed one. in Dane County, 

1 MG -SWott, one von Aprs 27. ; 
‘ The following Sandpipers errived carly: Spotted, Apr. 14, . 

Dine County, Stephenson; Solitery, Apr. 29. Merquette County 
‘Seotaly Gr. Yellow-legs, Apr. 2, Dane County, Barger; Lesser ' 

Yellow-legs, apr 6, Oshkosh, Evans; Pectorial, Apr. 1, Dane 

County, Jackson; Lenst, Apr. 4 Racine, Zell and Semipalmated 

apr 28, Dene County, Mrs. Walker. 
Both edult and immeture Bonsperte's Gulls migreted through 

Appleton according to Mrs. Rozers, Apr. 30. Richter noted them 

-@erly at Oconto, Apr. 1@; and Evens at Oshkosh, April 19. 

: The Common Tern appeared about tuo weeks carly xt Gresn Bay, 

apr..14, Krawezyk; and at Milweukee, apr. 19, Strelitzer. 

’ The Bleck Tern was about * week early in Dene County, Apr. 

2€, Parger; Oshkosh, Apr. 28, Evens; 2nd Dene County pr. 
~ 29, Scott. Mrs. Weber of Green Bay noted the Cespian Tern 

“Apr.,.29, about a week cerly. 

Extremely carly records were securcd for the Wood Pevec. 

' apr. 17, Dene County, Jeckson; and Apr. 21, Green Bay, Streh- 
*clow. Ths first Huomingbird we heave record of sppcared’ Apr. 

27, Sturgecn Bay, L. Petersilka. : : 
é The entire family of Swallows made its appearance on time 

. this year, as is show from numerous reports. A bird not so 
usurl was the Raven, which appeard at-Oconto Apr. 25 (Rich- ‘ 
ter); and at Sturgeon Bay, Apr. 15 (Sister M. Martha). 4 

: Catbird, which hed wintsred »t Sturgeon Bey, using Mrs. 
Stuebs barn es shelter, died =s Spring set in. This is a 

very unusual record for the Catbird, Stiehlow also contri- 
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é buted a notable record, Apr. 23, for Green Bay, when he 
identified Bohemian Yaxwings in company with Cedar Waxwings. 
Black end Yhite Warblers, Orange-crowned, Nashville, Yellow, 

; Pine, Palm and Ovenbird appedred during the last week in ‘ 
April in the southern half of the state. The Louisiana 
Water-thrush and Myrtle Warbler were the only other species 
noted in April. . " 

Western Meadowlarks made first apprearances in Chippcwa 
County, Apr. 1 (Toppe) and in Dane County, Apr. 9 (Feeney). 
These dates seem to be about average. lLangosch of. Green 
Bay found the Bobolink a week early, Apr. 25; but the Yel-e - 
low-headed Blackbird appeared on time at Appleton, Apr. 24, 
Mrs. Rogers, Two records, both for Dane County were made 
of the Brewer's Blacksbirds. April 9, Feeney saw a small 
‘flock, and April 23, Scott noted e pair. ‘ps 

; Birds always of interest were: Evening Grosbeak, at 
, Oconto, Apr, 16 (Richter) and on three: later dates; Pine 

Grosbeak at Sturgeon Bay, Apr. 1 (Sister M. Martha); Red- 
poll, at the same place, Apr. 9 by the same observer; and 
Lark Sparrow in Dane County, Apr. 28 by Jackson. The Tow~ 
hee arrived on time at all points as did the Savannah Spar= 
Tow, The last Tree Sparrow record secured for Dane County 
was apr, 28 (Robbins), the usual date of departure. Tho 
White-throated Sparrow arrived early at Green Bay, Apr. 3, 
_(Strehlow) ; and the White-crowned also there, Apr, 3, (Mrs. 
Works). according to Jackson (Dane County), Lapland Long- 

_ Spurs reached their peek about Apr. 19, when many were seen 
: at several points, ‘ 

_ , NESTING RECORDS WERE SECURED AS FOLLOWS: 
Apr. 28- Blue Juy ~* “Dane Co. Bob Kendall 

Kingfisher Dane #2. Bob Kendall 
Gr.Horned Ovl 2 Dane Co. Jackson 

(three young) ; : 
v : Pileated Woodpecker Dane Co. Jackson 

: (three young) — i ae 
Apr. 29 “Cardinal : Appleton Mrs. Rogers 
Apr. 25 Robin (setting) Green Bay Mrs. Colburn 

m Apr. 21 Red-shouldered Hawk Oconto Richter 

ive (two eggs) 
Apr. 50 Crow (several) Oconto Richter 

Bouble-cr. Cormorant Marathon Co. Scott j— 
(15 or more) 

Gr. Blue Heron Merathon Co. Scott 
(S or more) 
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oe BY ‘THE WAYSIDE. ane Ke 

On March-3l arnold Jackson found one Short~eared Owl,,two ~ 

Broad-winged Hawks, one‘Rough-legged Hewk, 25 Green-winged” * 
Teal, 7 Pileated ‘Joodpeckers, 10 Red-bellied Yoodpeckers, -and 
1? Prairie Chicken in the tovm of Mazomanie,-Dane County. ~ 

i FF Fa" I. \ 

Mr. C. Toppe of Bloomer observed the Blue Goose gn March _ 
29 in Chippewa County. : Yer Beton. oe 

: Warden Al Koppenhaver reports that on April 50 a farmer, by. 
, the name of Clinton Beirson observed 2 hen ‘Pheasant with Bh 

: very small chicks in the town of Ostego, Columbia County... 

This is quite an early reeord for Pheasant nesting in “is- is 
consin but there have been other less authentic records of 

; even earlier dates. ‘ ; ° 

p A belated record cofies from ‘arden “im. Ozburn of Kenosha 
‘ County. He reports that: the last Pinnated Grouse he, had seen 

in that county dates back to’eight years ago when six birds 
were observed. However, in the fall of 1939, a good observer, 

according to Ozburn, Mr. Ben. Zanders, Sth Ave., Kenosha, — 
observed a single one of these birds near the Hill Farm on 

Williams Slough in that County. ' ‘agit Shug : 

J. Harwood Evans, on April 5, made the trip from Oshkosh to ° 
the Vaupon road across the north end of Horicon Marsh in the 

hope of seeing great numbers of waterfowl. He writes that 
instead of finding many birds he saw 4 big fires, one pair 

of Mallards, one Pied-billed Grebe and some Blackbirds. The 
marsh has been very dry this Spring but according to Sterling 
Brackett, who visited the south end near Horicon about the 

same time, there were good numbers of nesting ducks, around 

the pond holes in that area. \ -) ans 

Albert Gastrow of Prairie du Sac, who was in the field 
regularly this past’ winter in his work on the Prairie du Sac ° 
Quail Census Project, reports the following interesting ob- 

servations during that period: Dec. 23, 1959 -.3 Hungarian . 
Partridge west of Prairie du Sae (Sauk County);.Dec. 31, 1939 ~ 
2 Canada Jays; Jan. 6, 1940 - several Purple Finches; Jan. 30 - 
about 60 Goldeneyes on the Yisconsin River; and, March 21 ~ 

a flock of Cedar Waxwings. (The latter records were probably 

all from the tom of West Point, Columbia County.) 
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A letter. from the ec of Locumcnts, Washington, 
D. C. advises the Zditor that ‘the National hiuscum Bullctin 

- No. 167 which is Bart I of Bent's "Life Histories of North 

, American birds of Prey", is being reprinted anc may be 
- completed in several months. .Urdcrs are now being taken, d 

at $2.25 per copy. Bulletin No. 170, which is: Part II of the 
"Birds of Prey is. still available at 60¢ per copy. Evidently 

x it is only lack of interest or demand which keeps the other 
valuable bulletins from being rcprintcd and it is up to the 
ornithological socictics,to séc that their demand for these 

publications is made known to the Superintendent of Documents. 

A Passenger Pigcon (male) which was collected by Mrs. E. C. 

“iswall near Prairic du Sac, Sauk County, in about 1678 was 

reecntly placed on sale in !}adison with numerous other birds 

from her collection. The bird was purchased by Mir. Hd 

Kichtcr of 344 State St., Madison, who is said to have 
sccurcd the spceimen for his soni Hccoré data on the other 

specimens sold was not dcfinite enouzh to be of valuc. 

Dr. Leon J. Cole of the University of Visconsin iis again 

continuing his sex tally on Covbirds in both adults and 

young and is also studying this samc factor in Red-vinged 
" Blackbirds ncstlings, Anyone having gooé data on’ this 

: subject should contact Dr. Colc. . tly 

&. i. StrShloy asks the question "Why haven't we, scen 
Evening Grosbeks around hore (Grocn Bay) this ‘inter?". . 
ané ansvers his ovn question by stating that "lr. As V. 
otcarms, Supt. of thc disconsin Public Service Corporation 

at Sturgcon Bay, furnished thom with a stoam-hcatecd bath and 
all the fecd they necded. so why travel so far south? 

Dr. Howerd J..Lee of Oshkosh and. Dr. Laniis of Appleton 
vont to Winnipcg, Canada,’ to photograph Bluc and Snow Gcése 
during April. ioports are thot thoy sav "millions" of gsese 
ana used hundreds of fect of motion picture film and hundreds 
of still photographs. ‘ 

Y sinfrce 0. Fonger and Chester Kravezyk wore re-eleeted 
Presiaent and Gcerstary-Treasurer of the Green Bey Bire Club 

, recently, while &. ¥. Strcohlov is to remain Reporter. New 
officcrs elected were HiPaulson, Viec-presiéent, anc rs. 
Clera Hussong, Filec Director. 
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NEY Mai vi. RENEWALS LISTED 

The following charter mefbers of tho Society were not ; 

listed in the April issue cither because they “ere overe 

“looked or had not renewed in time: | 
*Gonjurské,'H. J._, 1271, Cedar St., Sturgeon Bay wal 

*Finch, irs. Josephine, Nelson Hall, Stevens Point ~ a's 

*“Vartin, Edward, 2623-A “est Vliet St., Milwaukee gi: 

*Sieker. |.iss Josephine M., 1220 5. 11th St. Manitowoc ei 

*Toppe, Rev. Carleton, Bloomer peli ‘ 
*alshjMrs. C. B., Box 640, Barron ot : 

The following are nev members entered since April: 

Barnett, Kiss Dorothyl., 3820 N. Newhall St. Milvaukee 

Batha, V. P., 119 N. Charles St. Yauke sha 

~~ Boers, Kenneth, 6645 W. Lloyd “t. Milvaukee 

Broughton, C. E., Sheboygan Press, Sheboygan 
Buss, Irven 0., c/o Prof.-Leopold,424 Univ.Farm Pl.Madison 

Coleman, T. E., Maple Bluff, Madison J 

Doll, Mark H., 1243 S. 76th St. Jest Allis 

Evans, “iss Lucille, 2125.E. Kenwood Blvd. Miluaukee 
Can roth, Mrs. Joseph, 938 Woodrow St. Madison 

~*Havis Laurence A., 735 N. Water St. Milvaukee 

“Jackson, Hugh, 2004 Winnebago, Madison vay? 

~-Koenig, Stanley M., Hiles : aes 

“-MacQuarrie, Gordon, Milwaukee Journal, Milwaukee bic 

“"Main, Jackson T. 2210 Van Hise Ave., Madison f 

eehuilen, Thomas, Route 3, Appleton ‘ 

Nelson, Charles E. Jr., 1240xford Rd., Waukesha 

Parker, Kenneth, 1000 Milwaukee Rd., Janesville 

Playmenn, rs. H. L., 217 N. Union St., Appleton 

“"®yre, Russell, Wisconsin State Journal, Madison 
we Ray, rss M. T., Route 1, Madison 

Resstian; Vernon C., 218 Wilson Ave., ‘laukesha 
esScabourne, Ben, 815 EH. Alton Pl. Appleton 

Tniede, Mrs. W. 0., 632 N. Ida St. Appleton 

eeliicch, Rey, 2040 N. Send St., Milwaukee 
“-‘jclter, hiiss Dorothea, 4302 N. 14th St. Milvaukee 

Wicods, Miss Ruth M. High School, Springfield, Illinois 

Study Sheets to Continue - Murl Deusing of the Milwaukee ' 

Public Nuscum has boon delegated to organize future Range +! 

and Population Studies on Wisconsin birds. He is now orga- 

nizing data received on the Bald Eagle and all co-operators 

should send him their ‘isconsin records on this bird if they 

have not already done sO. 
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