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HOW WY BIRD RECORDS GREW

By Elmer Strehlow
Green Bay, ilis.

In 1936 when I joined the Green Bay Bird Club my system of
keeping bird records was very simple. T used a notebool. in
which I listed the species snd the dates on which I first ob-
served them. A sample of form No. 1 is shown as follows:

Chart No. 1
1 English Sparrow [ 1-1-87
2 Blue jay
3 Chickadee
4 Pheasant
5 Tre:z Sparrow 1-4-37
6 Junco
7 Ruffed grouse
8 Red-headed woodpucker

This system i3 all right for bezinners but as your interest
and knowledpc grows you will want 2 morc comnletc rceord.

No com:lete, up-to-date list of Wisconsin birds being =veil-
ablc, I drew up my own list in 1938 ané arranged the species
in the letest A.0.U. oréer. My next bird rccord, form No. 2,
had 18 columns: Club No. Nemc A.C.U. Occurrcnce Remarka
1936 1937--1945, ‘

As this form was used b, our bird elub members, the club
numbcr refers to the num»r*ca1 ordezr in which the birds were
listed. This cystem docs not =llow for a monthly recorcing,
but only for srrival detes. :

. After I vas requcsted to bo the "Psssenger Pigeon" rocporter
for this aree, I nesdc’ a form in which monthly rscords could
be mzde, Form No. 3 was similar to form 2 cxcent that it
allo.cd for a monthly instead of yeerly record. For our
sumer residents, their last eppesr:inee hore is merkeé in rid,
and for the mugr.nts lest eppeersnces in both spring eond
fall migrations sre marked in red. (continuec on poge 6£)
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BULLETIN TO BE PRiUNTLL

Officers of the ‘Wisconsin Society of OrnithologJ/mét -t the
home of Prosident Alvin Throns in ifilwnukec on 1 ¥ 25 -nd de-
ciced, =among other things, to bezin publiqiiggyébprintbd‘
bulletin beginning with the July 1940 issug<” Therc will be
but & prges in crch isauc curing this ycrr, but it mey cxpnand
to = lrrger size in 1941 if supnort warrsats such procecdure,.

Iith over 260 prid membors ot the present time, it wos folg
th~t cven mueh groster support could be cxpeeted with -
priniia popcr. In number of words, & pages printed will ecual
about 12 pa 3s mineographed. Benefits to be gained by print-
ing include mailing by second class master vermit, better read-
ability, possible use of pictures sné other illustretions, pos-
sible reprints for contributors, end a grester permasnency and
generel recognition among scientific cireles.

The board in making this move has shown its appreciation
of the support of the members as well &s its confidence in
the support which may be expected. Uithout sufficient support
the printed paper in 1541 may have to bc changed to s bi-
monthly, but it is hoped that instead the reception given a
printed bulletin will cxpanc the membership to warrent s
largcr monthly céition.

Eaeh member is urged to advise his fricnds of this ncw
development, for future issues of THE PASSENSER PIGECN may
be expected to inercass in valuc =35 an indispcnsable journal
of field ornithology.
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HOW MY BI.D RECORDS CGREV

“As only one year's record could appear on a psg. in form 3,
meking it difficult to compare dates from yesr to year, I
devised still another form.. I now use zn 8x5 card indox filc,
One Specie's record eppears on emch card =nd the cards ere
filed in the A.0.U. order. Uhader the bird's nesme I heve its
occurrence, as Common Sumier Residont," or "Rere Migrant,"
elso its -check number, ;
The rost of. the card is divided into 14 columns, the first
for the years, the next 12 for the months end the last column,
- Wider then the others, Tor "Remarks.” This large size card
zllows for 1£ years' rccord. Form No. 4 is organizcd ns
Tollows: .
. Brown Thresher .
C.S.R, ; : A.C.U. No. 7

Yeer Jen.Feb.Mar.Apr.May Jun.July Aug.Sept.Oct.Nov.Dec.Remarks
1939 - R N X X x1 '

The back of the card can be used for noting ~ny unusual rccords
or other notes of intercst. Lest sppearance detes are marked
in red in this aystem azlso.

Folders, cne for each mouth, were made to fit the card index
-file'and in these I keep nll records sent to me by bird clubd
members and other observers. !

(Editor's Note: This method of keeping srrivel. nnd depert-
ure detés as developed by Strehlow mny encourng. other bird
students to develop & permenent file systom neccording to
their particulsr desire. Probabl; there are as many methods
of keeping records as there are cbservers, but the important
consideration is that such records are preserved. Special
note should be mede of the fact that Strehlow's cards do not
show the abundence of tke vasrious species except by special

tation on the ba f_the cards. he. value. of a _recoré of
3 g ) R o? egcﬁkbfrd BE . oates and Ty fumber of Rours T4

the field has definitely been recognizcd as mecessary for
studies of comparative sbundsltice ané should not be overlook.d.
Likewise, every observer should keep a ficld notebook for
Observations on bird habits as such items have not only =
definite interest value but help the observer to fix the ex-
perience in mipd and thersb; develop more quickly es a fisld
observer,)
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BIRD BANDERS' DEPA:TMENT
arcld C. Wilson, Editor
Ephreim, Wisconsin

This is one cditor who, it seems, will nevcr have
en opportunity to use a rojection slip. Mnterinl for this
‘p gc is €lm0»t @8 hard to eollcet as the bird our bulletin,

with its neme, honcrs in memory.

J. M. Lchrthy, Superior, vrites: "On Fcb. 20th one of
my students brcught to me zn Evening Grosbesk with bird
brnd No. 2356258. The specimen wrs ¢ handsome mnle,
slightly injurcd, but very pugnncious. "¢ put him in a
prrrot cagt and fed him sunflover secds whieh he »te 7ith
rclish. He eome from o flock that was feeding on sceds
still fiund cn box eléer maples. We kept him for n few doys
until he beeame wicll. Releoased, he flew nuay with the
'fluck._ e ;

Theé se grc sbesks rr¢ very nuuercus in Supericr this yosr
for some resson and ther arc fed by at l“&nt half = dozen
bird lovers .n their =winéow leGges and back yrrds. -These
bircs e.me tc us nbut the first of Tnnurrv nnd leqve in
Mereh ususlly,."

Mr, -n¢ Mrs. F. Hemerstrem, Pleinficlc, reported &
Chickscec, banfed at Necedoh Februsry 53, 1937, was _
retrapped cne mile from point of b“n("np, N"rch 15, 1940.
They have bened sbrut 185 Pinnates Grouse in the pe st
winter, ;

o Karl i, K-hmenn, Heywers, vas s bir? bandi ing enthusisst

witil 1923 when & firc riestruyed ell ¢f his reecris. Hog~
ever, in 19.9 he stagsc o e.mcbeck, beouding 141 bircs

vf 18 specics. Least June 7th he banie. = Grect Blue Heron
hQestling vhich h-: cume t grief ‘uring - sturm rn. had to
be hend roisch.  This bird wes lest scen at his station on
‘Scptember 11th and .ss foun? injurcc ot Loven, Texas just

30 Cays later. ;

Stmuel E. Thorn, Milwsukce, contributes o ne. icoa for
txamining sm~1ll birdis. He snys, "I slip the birc int. =
celuphene tube thet is upen =t cach enc., The tube sh.ould

- fit snugly, I find tht sthen the bir( is inserte’ heec
first all the feathers are in & n rmel pusitiin, the bird
is ¢ mfirtable end keeps still, giving maxinum ease of
ldentificati.n.

Very large test tubes with a veant put in the closed end
should work just cs well. To ,relecse the bird, holéd the
tube s. thet the bird is pang'n: head dovm and greovity
d.es the rest. If the "fit" =mns t.c tlgb s siaply tap
the tube 2 time cr tweo "
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APRIL FIELD NOTES
by N. R. Barger, Editoer : :

Kindly sené fielé motes to N.R. Barger, 450 N, Few St.,
Medis m, Wlsc,nsln, at the end ¢f each month.

As prumised we will begln tu introduce our bbSCTVbrS to
the mcmber ship & few ¢t « time. The threec fcllowing sre mem-
bers ¢f the Benjamin F. Goss ‘Bird Club ané sr: sll over 18
-years of ago. j

Vernon C. Russmen hes becn studying b;ra for 14 years, 12
of which have been spent in Waukesh:. He is very active in
bird bencing which he hes been Going since 1933, He is bays!
secrctary of the YMCA. _ :

" Hervey E. Philip hes 6 yeurs of bird study to his credit.
He 1s very =ctive anc ustches the migr-tied very closely.

‘He is superintendcnt of tho. Wiscunsin Industriel School for
Boys &t lirukeshe. { -

- S+ Prul . Joncs Gf Waukcshs, has besn active in bird study
far 24 yerrs; has migration reccris for thrt pericd ~nd is
zctively observing. He hss done s.me banding but is not
active &t prescut is this work. His business is insurance.

Dr. Voen Jurchow had 2 Turkey Vulture with - caupletely
‘shettered tibia brought to hin. After setting end splint-
ing the leg, the bird tarive¢ very well on re beef heart and
w88 oble tu limp after eight days, £nd in ten Cays helé the
meat Com whilc. tearing 1t with his bill. He wes rolensed
after fourteen ceys in the prsesence of Hras Aell snd he
ha¢ n.. Cifficulty in flying e.ny. Of cuurse, he wgs bancec.
We ¢ not have any roecris of this bird in must counties,
enc but few in the scuthern half of the state.

Ducks werc sesaree from our reports, s.me cbservers estimote
ed the number tu bﬁ about half ¢f what we have been uscdé to.
Ancther recoré of 2 Berrew's Golien- -¢ye at Green Bay wes ro-
ceelvec, this time irum Strehlouw. The Americzn Goléen-eye
wrs last secn in Dano County, April 20 by Rubbins, which is
the aversge Cate of Cepcrturc, Mrs. Rogers noted » great
Giercese in the Gulden-eye papuleationm et Appleton, ipril 2
but alsc =n influx of immeturc meles £t the szme tine. 4
White-ninge” Scotor, mole, wes picked up Ce=d ©t Racine by
Georey Prins, Apr. 2 Cerleten Toppe, of Chipyvewa County
counted three leod Duch, april 13.

Ao oxtromely intcresti ing rscorc wes nede by Jones, when he
sighteC ¢ single White-fr.nteu Gouse on the Deleven Preirie,
April 28, The mure cumr:.n L. Snow Guusc 423 recorded b:
Richter =% Ocunt., 4pr. 27 vhen he ssw 57. The usual cate

of ceperturs for the Censdn Gouse from Drne O unty is about
Lpril 18, Ten cays loter six were secen therc by Robbins.
Whistling Swens were sbundent rn( showed up at meny unexpcct“d
placcs,.
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THE PASSENGER PIGEON
The most notable flock we heard of was that of Evans at
Oshl:osh, when he estimated about 22004 Two birds that ar-
rived on time were the Great Blue Heron, Apr. 2, at Oconto,
(Richter): and thc Pled b111ed Grebe, Apre £, at Oshkosh
(Abrahamson).

Throughout -April there was an even dlutrlbutlon of from
one to two a-day of the Sharp-shinned, Cooper, Red-taled
and’ Broad-winged Hewks, according to Robbins, of Dane Coun-
ty. Richter has noted a2 pair of Red-shouldered Hawks as
far north as Oconto (Apr. £1). As usual about two pair
have been founG in Dene County nesting. (Jackson & Feeney).
Early dates for the Osprey were noted in Chippewa County,
Apr. 13 (Toppe); and in Dane County, apr. 9 (Robbins).

~There is an even distribution of Sparrow Hawks, but one
being found as a rule per day, but Evans saw 3, April 28.

But few recourds of game birds came in. Scott noted the
Preirie Chicken in Vilas County, Apr. 29, and Palmer of
Jenesville, ipr. 20 observed 3 Bobwhites at a place within
a few miles of Jsnesville where they had not been noted in
many years,

The Upland Plover came in on time this year eccording to
Buss, who is moking special studies of them, but few in
nunper. Jackson, Apr. 289, ocbserved ong. in Dane County,
and Scott, onec on Apr. 27.

The following Sendpipers errived eerly: Spotted, Apr. 14,
D:ns County, Stephenson; Solitesry, Apr. 29. M=rquette County

 Seott; Gr. Yellow-legs, Apr. 2, Dane Cuunty, Barger; Lesser
Yellow-legs, =pr &, Oshkosh, Evans; Pectorial, ipr. 1, D:ne
County, Jsckson; Lerst, Apr. 4 Racine, Zell and Semipalmated
apr 28, Dszne County, Mrs. Walker.

Both edult and immeture Boms=perts's Gulls migrsted through
Appleton according to Mrs. Rosers, Apr. 30. Richter noted thenm

- @arly =t Oconto, 4pr. 1€; end Evens st Oshkosh, April 19,
The Common Tern appeared about tuo weeks carly =t Greesn Bay,
4pre 14, Kragezyk; and at Milssukee, apr. 19, Strelitzer.
Ths Black Tern wss sbout 2 week early in Drne County, ADpTr.
2€, Bargsr; Oshkosh, Apr. 28, Evens; =nd Dnne County ..pr.
29, Scott. .Mrs. Weber of Green Bey noted the Ccspian Tern
"Apr, .29, about o week esrly.

Extremsly early records were securcd for the Wood Pewec.

' apr. 17, Dene County, Jsckson; =nd Lpr. 21, Graen Bay, Streh-

‘lowe  The first Huwmmingbird we heve rocord of ﬁppusrad ADT .
27, Sturiecn Bay, L. Petersilka,

Th entire family of Swallows m,ap 1tb pppe. :rence on time
this yeer, as is shown from numerous reports. A bird not so
usurl was tho Roven, which appesrd =t -Oconto Apr. 25 (Rich-
ter); and at Sturgeon Bay, ipr. 15 (Sister M. Martha). A
Cetbird, which hed wintsred =t Sturgson Bey, using Mrs,
Stuebs bern ss sheltor, died rs Spring set in. This is a
very unususl record for the Catbird. Stiehlow also cgniri-
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buted 2 notable record, Apr. 23, for Green Bey, when he
identified Boherian Waxwings in compzny with Cedar Wexwings,
Black and Thite Warblers, Orange-crowned, Nashville, Yellow,
Pine, Palm and Ovenbird appeared during the last week in '
April in the southern half of the state. The Louisiana
Water-thrush end Myrtle Wartler were the only other species
noted in April. '

Wiestern Meadowlarks made first apprearances in Chiprewa
County, Apr. 1 (Toppe) and in Danec County, Apr. 9 (Feeney),
These dates seem to be about average. Langosch of Green
Bay found the Bobolink a week early, Apr. 85; but the Yel-
low-headed Blackbird &ppsarcd on time at Appleton, Apr. 24,
Mrs. Rogers. Two records, both for Dane County were made
of the Brewer's Blacksbirds. .April 9, Fecney saw a small
Tlock, and April 23, Scott notcd & pair. |

Birds always of interest were: Evening Grosbeak, at
Oconto, Apr, 16 (Richter) and on three-later datos; Pine
Grosbeak at Sturgeon Bay, 4ipr. 1 (Sister M. Martha); Red-
pcll, at the same place, ipr. 9 by the same observcr; and
Lark Sperrow in Dane County, 4pr. 28 by Jackson. The Tow=-
hee arrivcd on time at all points as did the Savannah Spar-
row. The last Trze Sparrow record securcd for Dane County
was aApr, 28 (Robbins), the usual date of departurc. Tho
Whitcwthroated Sparrow arrived early at Green Bay, Apr. 3,
(Strehlow); and the White-crowned also there, .4pr, 3, (Mrs,
Works). .according to Jackson (Dane County), Lapland Long-
Spurs reached their peek about Apr. 19, when many were secn
at several points. '

HESTING RECORDS WERE SECURED AS FOLLOWS:

ADT. 28  Blue Juy : Dane Co. Bob Kendall
Kingfisher Dane #2. Bob Kendall
Gr.Horned Owl 2 Danec Co. Jackson

(three young) ; _
Pileated Woodpecker Dane Co. Jackson
(three young) j : L///

Apr. 29 “Cardinal’ ' Appleton lirs. Rogers

Apr. 25 Robin (setting) Green Bay lirs. Colburn

ﬁpr. 21 TRed-shouldered Hawk Oconto Richter

Yok  (two ezgs)

Apr, 0 Crow (several) Oconto Richter
Bouble-cr. Cormorant lMarathon Co. Scott L—

(15 or more)
Gr. Blue Heron Marathon Co. Scott

(5 or more)
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On iarch-31 irnold Tackson found one Short-eared Qwl, two °
Broad-winged Hawks, one'Rough-legged Hewk, 2 r'reen-—mngeﬁ
Teal, 7 Pileated 7Joodpeckers, 10 ded—bellled Iooapeckers,‘anm

17 Pralrle Chicken in the towmn of liazomanie, Dane County. T e
BiiSE) - feliod Ry
lir.,. G Toppe of Bloomer observea the Blue Goose on ! G?Ch.al
29 in Chippews County : S f b+ 1 -

A

Jaroan nl KOppeﬁﬂavar reportu that on Aprll 30 a farmer by
the name of Clinton Beirson observed z hen ‘Pheasant with 8
very small chicks in the town of Ostego, Columbia Covnty. -
This is guite an early reeord for Pheasant nesting in Wis- |
consin buti there have beeh other less authentic records of
even earlier dates

L
. P

A belated recokd coties from Warden "m. Ozburn of 'Kenosha
County. He reports that-the last Pinnated Grouse he had seen
in that county dates back to'eight years ago when six birds
were observed. However, in the fall of 1939, a good observer,
acecording to Ozburn, Mr. Ben. Zanders, 5th Ave., /Kenosha,
observed a single onc of these birds near the Hill Parm on
%Williams Slough in that County.

J. Harwood Evans on April 5, made the trip from Oshkosh to
the Taupon road across the north end of Horicon Marsh in the
hope of seeing great numbers of waterfowl. He writes that
instead of finding many birds he saw 3 big fires, one pair
of Mallards, oné Pied-billed Grebe and some Blackbirds. The
marsh has been very dry this Spring but according to Sterling
Brackett, who visited the south end necar Horicoen- about the
seme time, there were good numbers of nesting ducks. around
the pond holes.in that ared. 4 i

Albert Gastrow of Prairie du Sac, who was in the field
rezularly this paot winter in his work on thc Prairie du Sae
Quail Census Project, reports the following 1ntercst1ng ob-
servations during that period: Dcc. 23, 1959 = .3 Hungarian

Partridge west of Prairie du Sae (Sauk Cbunty);.Dgc. 31, 1939 -
2 Cenada Jays; Jan. 8, 1940 - several Purple Finches; Jan. 30 -
about 60 Goldencyes on the Visconsin River; and, March 21 =
a flock of Cedar Waxwings. (The latter records were probably
all from the town of West Point, Columbia County.) ;
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A letter. from the Superintg ddht of Loeumcuts, Washington,
D. C. advises the Zditor that \the Hational Ljuscum Bullctin
No. 167 which is Bart I of Bent'd "Life Histories of North
American Dirds of Prey", is being reprinted and may be
complcted in several months. Orders erc now being taken,
at $2.25 per copy. Bulletin No. 170, which is Part II of the
"Birds of Precy% is still available at 60¢ per copy. Evidently
it is only lack of intercst or demand which kecps the other
valuable bulletins from being rcprintcd and it is'up. to the
ornithological socicties, to scc that their demand for these
publications is made known to the Superintendent of Documcnto.

A Passcnger Pigoon (male) which was collected'by Mpa, E . Q.
Wisvall ncar Prairic du Sae, Sauk Coéunty, in about 1§78 was
receontly placed on sale in Iadison with numerous other birds
from hcr collection. The bird was purchased by lir. Ed
gichtir of 344 State 5t., Madison, who 1s said to have
securcd the spceimen for his son.: Hocoréd data on the other
specimens sold was not dofinite cnough to be of valuc,

Dre Leon J. Cole of the University of 7isconsin is again
continuing his scx tally on Cowbirds in beth adults end
young end is also studying this samc factor in Rod-winged
Blackbirds ncstlings. Anyone having good data on’ this /
subjcet should contact Dr. Colc. ‘

L. . Strohlow asks the guestion ™Thy haven't we, scen
Evening Grosbellks around here (Grocn Bay) this .1nt } ol

and answers his ovn gquestion by stating that "ir, A Ve
btcarns, Supt, of the Jisconsin Public Serviee Corporation
at Sturgeon Bay, furnished thom with a sicam-hcatcd bsth and
all the foocd they necdeds 30 why travel so far south?"

Dr. Howsré J. Leo of Oshkosh ané Dr. Lancis of Appleton
went to Winnipog, Canada,’ to photograph Bluc znd Snow Goése
during April. ;_ports arc thot thoy saw ™millions™ of goese
ant ussc hundrecés of feot of motion picturc film and hundrcus
of still photobrnnh_.

4infree 0. Fonder and Chuster Kravwezyk worc re-elceted
Presicent end fsoeretery-Treesurcr of the Crban Bey Birc¢ Club
reeently, while E. 7. Strchlow ig to remasin Roporter. New
offiecrs slected were EiPaulson, Vicc-presicdent, anc lirs.
Clzra Hussong, Filed Dircctor,
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The following charter mefbers of tho Society were not
listed in the April issue cither bceause they vere over-
"looked or had not rene-ed in time:
*Gon jurské, H. T._, 1271 Cedar St., Sturgeon Bay : bl
*Finch, irs. Josephine, Nelson Hall, Stevens Point °
*lartin, Edward, 2823-A Test Vliet 5t., Milvaukee
*Sieker. l.iss Josephine il., 1220 5. 1lth St. ilanitowoc
*Toppe, Rev. Carleton, Bloomer R
*WulshjMrs. C. B., Box 630, Barron

The following are new members entered since April:
Barnett, Liiss DorothyI., 3820 N. Newhall -St. Milwaukee
Batha, V., P., 119 N. Charles St. Taukesha

= Beers, Kenneth, 6645 . Lloyd t. Milwaukee
“ Broughton, C. L., Sheboygen Press, Sheboygan
Bass, Irven 0., c¢/o Prof. Leopold,424 Univ.Farm Pl.Madison
Coleman, T. E., Maple Bluff, Madison
Doll, Mark H., 1243 S. 76th St. lest Allis
Tans, ~iss Lucille, 2125 E. Kenwood Blvd, Milwaukee
* Cam woth, hirs. Joseph, 938 Moodrow St. Madison
wHaui%  Laurence A., 735 N, Water St. Milvaukee

“Jackson, Hugh, 2004 Winnebage, Madison L
e Koenig, Stanley M., Hiles 5 "
""" MacQuarrie, Gordon, lilwaukee Journal, lMilwaukee L gt

““Main, Jackson T. 2210 Van Hise Ave., Madison

==}u1lon, Thomas, Route 3, Appleton \
Nelson, Charles E. Jr., 1240xford Rd., Waukesha
Parker, Kenneth, 1000 Milwaukee Rd., Janesville
Playmenn, irs. H. L., 217 N. Union St., Appleton

“~Pyrs, Russcll, Wisconsin State Journal, Madison

*Ray, dMrs. M. T., Route 1, kiadison
fossman, Vernon C., 218 Wilson Ave., ‘faukesha

“wScabourne, Ben, 815 E. Alton Pl. Appleton
tniede, irs. W. 0., £32 N, Ica St. Appleton

==17.cchy Rey, 2040 N. 52nd St., Milwaukee

== clter, Liss Dorothga, 4302 N. l4ath St. lilwaukee
Jcods, Miss Ruth M. High School, Springfield, Tllinois

Study Sheets to Continue - Murl Deusing of the Milwaukee
Public Luscum has boen celegated to organize future Range
and Population Studies on Wisconsin birds. He is now orga-
nizing data received on the Beld Eagle and all co-operators
should send him their ‘isconsin records on this bird if they
have not already donc so.
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