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n late September, at a remote site on the reddish-dark brown American marten (Martes 

| west side of the Chequamegon-Nicolet Na- americana) weigh between 1 % to 2 % pounds, 

tional Forest, 30 small weasel-like animals and males grow up to 25 inches in length. | 

were quietly freed in a wooded area. Their Marten have plush, lustrous fur and long bushy 

| capture and subsequent release are part ofacon- _ tails that are one-third of their total length. 
| tinuing effort to revitalize wild populations of Most people visiting the forests rarely see | 

: : | 
| the American or pine marten, the only mammal marten because they shy away from any human | 

remaining on the state’s endangered species list. activity and are almost exclusively active at | 

Marten are members of the Mustelid family, night. In the Midwest, these solitary animals live 

carnivorous weasels that range in size from in mature, dense conifer and hardwood wood- 

the tiny least weasel, to ermine, mink, skunks lands making the northern national forestlands 

and otters on up to fishers and wolverines. The an ideal home. continued on page29 ©) 
| 
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a en Why are reclusive American marten taking to parts of the Northwoods and struggling in others? 
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a Plan for duck hunting success and safety. 
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Recognize ducks 
by their looks, 

F silhouette, sound 
and flight 

a 3 s pattern. These 
. are ringnecks. 

of 

Yd % - z regional biologist for the state, agrees 

wg i whole-heartedly that duck hunters 
Lote would benefit from scouting. 

: “There are a lot of resources on the 

hay Internet and TV that will give tips on 
how to scout,” says Hill. “DU’s website 

has some great information on selecting 
likely spots and techniques (see www. 

@ @ ducks.org and click on Hunting Tips). 
You'll also find a section where our mem- 
bers have submitted ideas over the years. 

“Sometimes it’s as simple as getting 

topographic maps or aerial photos, get- 
ting out the plat book, knocking on 
doors or talking to wildlife profession- 

Kathryn A. Kahler als in the region,” Hill explains. “I 

think the key is finding good wetlands 
: isconsin waterfowl hunters on private lands. One of the things DU 
" . focuses on in our priority areas in Wis- 

. are clear In what they want. consin is putting ‘ils into private 

E They want to see more ducks wetland restoration. Those can be some 
7 and a while hunting with of the Bast hunting areas, and a lot of 

ej ; ‘ times they’re associated with and located 
: friends and fami i They want fewer COn- around those big public wetlands and 
a tacts with other hunters while doing it. _ |2kes. Duck hunters tend to go out to 

% And th t 1 t h t the same area they’ve been to the last 
% ny ey want more Pp. aces to Nun. 10 years, but the birds might not even 

- Kent Van Horn thinks they can our annual surveys that we have _ be using those places. You've got to put 
iS score on all three counts if they’re enough ducks and geese. Water- _ some time into exploring the surround- 

é willing to change some old habits fowlers should figuratively spread ing landscape because birds move 
o and take some time to do a little their wings a little and explore new around. To have success and have a 
p scouting. turf. great hunt, you've got to put that time 

4 “On one hand, many hunters “Waterfowl hunters tell us they and effort into it. 
f tell us they’re dissatisfied with have the time to hunt but are spend- “T hunted Crex Meadows last year,” 

a overcrowding,” says Van Horn, ing less time considering hunting Hill adds. “I spent a whole morning 

head of DNR’s migratory game bird —|ocations and getting ready,” says during the season just scouting around 

program. “And on the other hand, yan Horn. “They're going into the to find where the birds were and had a 
, 88 percent of them said they con- popular, easy places that many great hunt that afternoon. Sometimes 

tinue) toshunt'theisame place'they itor hunters also choose because you have to give sp ea 
) hunted last year. Wisconsin has ? . ours to find out where the birds are 

: 15,000 ene million acres of ae ee paises eerie that day or that week.” 
. other equally fine spots to hunt. : : ee 

5 wetlands and roughly 1,250 miles Hill also suggests investing in a 

es of Mississippi River and Great Take time to scout GPS unit to find your way back to 

a Lakes shoreline. And we know from Jason Hill, Ducks Unlimited’s promising locations. He thinks more 
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hunters are using them because the — summarized on page 8. Van Horn calls _—_ Pheasants Forever, county land and 

units are better, offer more features and Wisconsin duck hunters a large, diverse water conservation departments, local 

are becoming less expensive over time. and enthusiastic group. In fact, Wiscon- _ lake and watershed districts, and the 

Another resource for finding new __ sin can lay claim to 83,300 active water- _U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service band to- 

places to hunt is the U.S. Fish & Wild- fowl hunters, second highest in the gether on projects ranging from a few 
life Service’s listing of waterfowl pro- nation only behind Texas which has acres to several thousand acres in size. 
duction areas (WPAs). Agency staff co- roughly four times our population. Steering a new course 

operate with private landowners to A group of avid waterfowlers here 

protect wetlands from draining and fill- | even organizes an annual conference in for Rush Lake 

ing with soil. Most WPAs are opento _ Stevens Point every March,” says Van One such Be completed last opus) 

hunting and are listed on the agency’s Horn. “They bring in speakers from restored habitat on Rush Lake in south- 
website (wwwws.gov/midwest/leopold/ around the country who report on wa- western Winnebago County and non 

maps.htm and www.fws.gov/midwest/ __terfowl populations, conservation and = ©" Fond du Lac County. The lake 8 

stcroix/). hunting for the audience of 100 to 200 shallow waters and marshy shoreline 
avatertourl untersehoatendh. provided excellent waterfowl habitat 

Diverse and enthusiastic group Wisconsin waterfowl hunters also for more than 150 years. But deforesta- 
As the author of DNR’s 10-year strate- invest in their sport, contributing more tion, sediment buildup, artificially con- 

gic waterfowl plan, Van Horn talks to than $500,000 each year to habitat im- trolled water levels, increasing carp 

a lot of waterfowl hunters. Some plan provement, here and on the Canadian populations and high levels of lead 

goals cover habitat management, moni- —_ wetlands. Most of the ducks Wisconsin {rom spent shot settling into the mucky 

toring waterfowl populations and balanc- —_ hunters harvest are raised in-state and _ lake bottom took its toll. Quality habi- 

ing perceptions of a growing Canada in adjacent states and provinces. State tat was dropping off and some water- 

goose population. Another important Jaw mandates that two-thirds of duck fowl were dying from lead poisoning. 

goal — improving the waterfowl hunt- stamp revenues are used to improve _ The Rush Lake Steering Committee, a 

ing experience by improving interac- _ waterfowl habitat in Wisconsin; the re- | partnership among DU, the Depart- 
tions among hunters and helping them _ mainder is sent to Canadian waterfowl | ment of Natural Resources and seven 

see and harvest birds — is one Van agencies, primarily Manitoba. Last year, other partners, set ambitious goals to 

Horn is already working to complete. $382,000 was designated for Wisconsin re-establish a mix of vegetation for food 

He meets regularly with the Conser- habitat projects, and $188,000 went to _ and nesting cover, better manage water 
vation Congress Migratory Committee, | Manitoba. levels, improve water quality, reduce 

the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Van Horn also credits a broad group _ carp populations, reduce the effect of 

(WWF) and the Wisconsin Waterfowl of government agencies and nongov- _ lead, and improve habitat for fish and 

Association (WWA) and surveys hunters — ernmental organizations that conserve other wildlife, as well as waterfowl. 

to find out their habits and satisfaction and restore waterfowl habitat in Wis- Beginning in 2006, the lake was 
with hunting experiences. Results of the  consin. Besides the WWF and WWA, drawn down to expose the lake bottom 
most recent random mail survey are groups like Ducks Unlimited (DU), over two growing seasons. Naturally 
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ey Aa i. 4 ea ay ies 2 fowl away from the area during the 

“ aes Fe ies eG 7 drawdown when lead-laced sediments 
Se Sat eK) COMIN ; 

is IN ah fo ay =©=©6=—s were exposed. Then they tried water 
ee er Oe eee Feat NW ee ct aa ; sac ich Te UNG i, Hi jetting with high pressure hoses to drive 

ane 4 Pe Le Wii ps and settle the lead deeper into sedi- 

eis : - oie ST = ments making it less accessible to 
ee ei =, ene ees = waterfowl. Once bulrushes are reesta- 

a a is x = blished, their thick root system will 
Oe oe ee ™) _ limit waterfowl’s reach to ingest lead. 
Seer SP eS ap ae i eR ee . 
A ee e 7 See — Se | Undiscovered gems 

————— FE] One strategy Van Horn suggests hunt 
ee = ee ee a = ers consider in their quest for less- 

Lee = ee crowded hunting areas is to search just 
es : : ; ‘ » alittle farther from home. For example, 

ee aS lots of hunters in the Wausau-Stevens 
% elas - Point area like to hunt the Mead 

: i ee Wildlife Area. Van Horn suggests a 
od ea drive just a bit farther north to Vilas 

So a ee and Oneida counties, to find plenty of 

= oe r fe ducks and few hunters on thousands of 
—§ , = — = lakes and wetlands. 
rages pamecaas | baat a Two DNR properties termed “un- 

oem oS 8 discovered gems” by property man- 

DIMITAR UCR cae USL Cy ic rtner Yd 
Rush Lake and Waukau Creek in Fond 
CUM ETAT MNT en een ey iuoiot the biggest organizations 

‘ Cee eee MUS m ae RRC dedicated to waterfowl production and 
Hele TT CUT Hct LL habitat conservation in the state are 

oe ell A al Ducks Unlimited and the Wisconsin 
Nar ag ReStieeen UCM Mc nCe nT CRUr 

oe cua ca leca nna Waterfowl Association. 
: ee re Oo rae LUT ese Ten In 2007, DU completed 87 projects 

: es Dr EOIN CUCM} i r es ; collaborated inthe project: ABOVE: in Wisconsin, invested peu Orson 

: DU paid to install new gates on the served over 2,000 acres and provided 
CCL la ence re technical assistance on 15,776 acres. 
ee eme ee Ur Umar scce| 

TORU Racchacs Cc a Or Ht Ruts vee et welslte ( a suet ore pick 
ices reuters ei :1 6 ‘Wisconsin” from the “DU in your state 

UCT Ia ee eR OCC pull-down list) for more information on 
wetlands, floodplains, shorelands and how DU monies are spent in the state. 
upland habitat like native prairies. . 

The WWA also works with landowners 

E | to restore wetlands across Wisconsin. 
8 
= Among their 2006 accomplishments were 

(i projects totaling more than 150 acres 

occurring seeds germinated. Emergent — opportunity, especially after this year’s where they removed drainage tiles and 

plants that had been stressed by flood- _ precipitation.” ditches, dredged and restored wetland 

ing had time to recover and the abun- A big part of the success was coop- basins, planted prairie, conducted cross- 

dant carp were eradicated. Anew dam __ eration and active involvement of local contouring to restore floodplains and 

was installed and the stream channel of officials and landowners who learned installed biologs to restore shoreline 

Waukau Creek was graded. better methods of controlling runoff. wetlands. A restoration project in Green 

“Now that Rush Lake is bigger than The steering committee held monthly Lake County completed with the help of 
3,000 acres and there’s a new controlled meetings, two open houses, several infor- school children included soil surveys, 

outlet for Waukau Creek, the habitat —_ mational presentations and still keeps in topographic mapping and identifying 

is only going to improve,” says Hill. _ touch with quarterly newsletters. cover vegetation, as well as building 
“There’s public access for waterfowl One of the biggest remaining chal- and erecting wood duck houses. For a 

hunting and the Uihlein Waterfowl Pro- _ lenges is dealing with the lead shot de- complete list of WWA projects, visit their 
duction Area is just across the road. It’s _ posited in the years before lead shot was website at www.wisducks.org. 

a significant area with plenty of hunting banned. The committee hazed water- 
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agers are Powell Marsh Wildlife Area in Vilas County 

: ‘ a and Thunder Lake Wildlife Area in Oneida County. 

i Powell Marsh is a 4,300-acre wetland complex with 

: Ao be several wetland types and plant communities, includ- 

rn | > cf ing open water flowages, forested and unforested 

iY file of b Rieter e ‘ ea wetlands, grassy upland islands and upland forest. It 

Wisconsin... Re rio . is a regionally important wetland because of its large 

Guns ‘waterfowl ee | } Pa = _| size and open character that is maintained by a combi- 
ee Cee ee 8 =z | nation of prescribed burns, hand-cutting, mowing and 
en hunter. oes Se \ SED a> Go? shearing. See dnr.wi.gov/org/land / wildlife /wildlife_ 
a ee ee 2 | areas/ powell htm for more information and to down- 

random mail survey completed in July describes state waterfowl load a map. 

A hunters. Most choose to hunt on both private and public land, using Thunder Lake Wildlife Area is a 3,000-acre proper- 

a variety of techniques. Waterfowlers are about evenly split coming ty in northeast Oneida County used by’a wide variety 

from both urban and rural communities. Most are older than 40 and are of waterfowl, including mallards, blue-winged teal, 

committed to improving their sport and introducing others to it. ring-necked ducks and Canada geese. Half the prop- 

Specifically: erty is open peat wetland and half is forested tama- 

+ 59% hunted on land owned by someone else while 47% hunted on state land | rack/black spruce wetland. It includes the 120-acre 

+ 45% of those who hunted private land also hunted state land; 53% of Rice Lake and 1.3 miles of shoreline on the 1,800-acre, 47 

those who hunted state land also hunted land owned by someone else | Thunder Lake. See dnr.wi.gov/org/land / wildlife [se 
- 74% used decoys, 49% used dogs, and 57% never or rarely used spinning wildlife_areas /thunderlake.htm for more a, 

wing decoys and to download a map. _ 
+ 48% are urban/suburban, 52% are rural residents Hill suggests that hunters in the 9 a 

+ Hunters’ ages follow our general population trends. The 18-29 year-olds - northwest part of the state check out . : 

15%; 30-39 year-olds - 17%, 40-49 year-olds - 26%, 50-59 year-olds - the 30,000-acre Crex Meadows State ager 
22%, and 60+ year-olds - 21% ; Wildlife Area, one he believes is i é y= : ‘\ 

+ 79% had introduced someone new to waterfowl hunting under-utilized by waterfowl hunters. y p\ | 
+ 74% enjoy other hunting activities in addition to waterfowl hunting Crex Meadows is located in south- 4 ra OA BE 

+ 80% of duck hunters think the daily bag limit is “about right” western Burnett County near {lg eam all 
* Most duck hunters think the season length (65%) and timing (59%) are Grantsburg. 4 i 7 

about right “With the adjacent Fish ei 

- Canada goose hunters also think the season length (72%) and timing Lake Wildlife Area, oe ri, a hoe aug 

(79%) are about right, but only 53% are satisfied with the bag limit you’ve got al- ea 3 eo & ‘ho: ( 

“When asked to rank attributes of a satisfying waterfowl hunt, we found most 50,000 <q Fe Qos 
results that may surprise some people,” says Van Horn. Rather than picking actes of public Se. sociale aw \ 
options like “harvesting a duck or goose” or “filling my daily bag,” the top hunting owned x » a a 
ranked attributes out of 20 choices are: and managed ie | ¥ 
- Not losing a crippled or downed bird by the Depart- "a co) 
* Not having conflicts with other hunters | ment of paca Res 7 aD ae ot 
* Being with family and friends | sources; eaye Hill. “I / a 
+ Seeing ducks and geese | don’t think it gets much a San 

+ Not feeling crowded by other hunters pressure just because 2 I g 1s 
+ Passing on the waterfowling tradition to new hunters it’s pretty remote.” See BUg \ 

‘ dnr.wi. gov/org/land/ -4ianen 
Top problems that detracted from a waterfowl hunting experience could be wildlife/wildlife_areas/ J aaNWe 

eee by caine access to uncrowded hunting areas. Problems include: crex.htm and dnr.wi. Jee 
* Conflicts with other hunters (65% of duck hunters, 75% of goose hunters) gov/org/land /wild A ar) evs 

+ Obtaining access to hunting sites (55% for both) life/wildlife_areas/ a4 Neyer 
A 7 9 9 = a ‘goose gunners rated 

ae nan areas eee aides 2) fishlake.htm for more 9 P Vou eesti rami 
+ Interference from other hunters (61% of goose hunters) cnfommaton andito . oS Muucemiacnd 

- Hunting pressure (56% of goose hunters) download maps. 2 : é = Viol uate 

“These numbers are important in guiding the future management Pete Engman, ps x eS More Ynpartant than 

decisions,” says Van Horn. “Recent emphasis to assure that public lands property supervisor on if ’ Ws their bag limit. 

purchased with Stewardship funds remain open to hunting should help. It at Crex Meadows, adds * 3 me ’ zs : 

also raises the need to look at creative ways to manage state lands to Amsterdam Sloughs ~~ fi cs 

reduce crowding and hunter conflicts.” Wildlife Area to the list. 4 a 

| Amsterdam Sloughs offers 7 : 

8 Wisconsin Natural Resources q :



about 7,500 acres of wetlands east of Crex Meadows. | a 7 

“Especially after opening weekend, those three areas f n* : iy c? 
— Crex, Fish Lake and Amsterdam Sloughs — make ie : p rows’ 
up a block of waterfowl habitat with tremendous op- i. y ay 
portunity that is incredibly under-utilized by hunt- si ; bo y ff 

ers,” says Engman. “Other opportunities that are over- ‘d . = a 
looked across the state are our river systems. Hunters <a | Ps . 
may need to work to get back into some of the areas ipy Pa .— s as 
that aren’t as accessible, but that’s where they'll find By ez) “ Cy = Ce % - 
the birds. I’m a little reluctant to tell a hunter where to ss Pee ee : oe 

go to find birds, but if someone asks me for four or five Waterfowl = yi - E ‘ 

places where hunters aren’t as likely to go, I'm happy | by the z 
to suggest them.” Md a 

ee aT Tete E 
Kathryn A. Kahler writes about outdoor issues from Madison. 1B 

SG — While breeding waterfowl The resident giant Canada goose 

GE sulle aaa populations across the continent population has continued to grow 

ce z 43 Be i have followed normal cycles rising at a rate of 13% per year since 

kn ore a .| in wetter years and dipping in drier 1986, averaging 141,000 each 
< gs oa oe ro ay / years over the past 10 years, spring. 

BU Ee 3 ie Wisconsin has seen record Canada geese that breed in 

on ee Vs z “ - numbers of breeding ducks and northern Ontario combine 

eee Se Seese. with resident geese to provide 
i — @ Between 2000 and 2006, the aver- some of the highest fall goose 

sia a ae eg ete ee age total breeding duck population populations that Wisconsin 
4 ae eo Ca Rieti hg " was 622,444, and the average has ever experienced. 

a as . mm < ge 5 number of breeding mallards was Wisconsin pools of the Mississippi 

: : Me — ya ge 291,886. River are important for several 
ve Sind go oe te i, i. - A Y fe “ Total breeding duck populations species of migrating waterfowl. 

: fi : age es. o vail WOE, ‘ fe — Me Me in recent years has been 48% In March 2006, a one-day survey 

Set se a ee ee one mallards, 22% wood ducks, 15% tallied 6,000 swans, 38,000 

i ra bent sao ed bass A y P blue-winged teal and 6% ring- mallards, 40,000 scaup, 25,000 
ee a oe eee IS V j f necked ducks, with the remainder common goldeneye and over 

ies RY oh seat = eo oO y divided among 12 other species. 100,000 canvasbacks. 

~~ LN : ; pe is es vA ls i Mallard populations today average The Horicon Marsh sees con- 
AN + eo me! : - A i fi cg , three times more than in the 1970s. centrations of up to 300,000 

a cars =, as [ i ye Wood ductcnumbere have Canada geese and 50,000 ducks 

Cpt ee pe! OO ig yr f increased 6% per year for 33 years each fall. 
aS os . # mp oS) ew oe , j and they continue to be a signifi- The average number of ducks 

louie Vy “t= i ; cant part of the state’s breeding harvested per hunter each season 
eo is \\ i the ait gy : 1G : waterfowl population at around since 1999 was 6.6, an increase 

; \ Pir ror A: Ca iia: \ 125,000 birds. of 2.78 ducks over the previous 

\ t oe JaAG t Besides being the two most abun- decade and the highest since 

a Pe hs eth dant breeding ducks, mallards and eae 

6 me oe wood ducks are also the most The 2007 early Canada goose 

x) en atl ai ieee in the fall harvest harvest was the highest on 
‘ “ ; ona vie sg e ere ie — 40% and 20%, respectively. record at 21,760 geese. 

aS [ee es B re Depending on annual conditions, 95,872 hunters received 
rah ie iy fi See, = pees a ile 50% to 70% of our total duck regular goose season permits 

OV ao Eos sis oN harvest is produced right here in in 2007; the statewide harvest 

ucts CO ae Wisconsin. was 60,092. 

: ‘ 5 dnr.wi.gov/org/land/wildlife/ plan/waterfowl.htm 
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Plan for 
a % 

ken waterfowl 
We Vi oe © We ‘s a 

Pa eek hunting 
WJ “3 

apse success 
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“ att. ® 

ee tae ee RE ae eee 

7/33 mf 8 — |S SF ioe = | ¥ / — a {2 i . 

i oye Song amy i 

Natasha Kassulke en 

- t was one of the most dangerous storms of all times. 
November 11-12, 1940. The Armistice Day Blizzard. ™ Mild weather ahead of an in- 

tense low pressure system tracked from Kansas to western Wisconsin, quickly fol- 

lowed by a raging blizzard. People were caught off-guard by the storm’s fury and 

plunging temperatures. Many were not dressed for the extreme weather as 50 to 70 

‘eee mph winds and five-foot waves pounded their encampments. Winds whipped up 

20-foot snow drifts. li More than 150 deaths were blamed on the storm; most were duck 

hunters along the Mississippi River who lost their life-and-death struggles. Some hunters 

were stranded on islands without food and froze to death in their blinds, their dogs by their 

sides. Others tried to make it to shore but drowned when their boats capsized. l™ “Many 

came in with frostbitten fingers or toes,” the Eau Claire Leader Telegram reported. “Cherished 

guns, boats, decoys and other hunting equipment apparently counted for nothing in what 

became a fight by hunters to save their lives.” 
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ol - _ 

|. - oo : .. rer leinimee lice Safety still an issue 
oe aa oe Ue Each fall, about 85,000 waterfowl hunt- 
ee io. waters, Your waders can : Wi Dit 
eee ee Ee ers venture into Wisconsin’s water- 

8 oo a fettican Ameer ett ways, wetlands and fields to harvest 
e . a no dig CoE) 300,000 to 500,000 ducks and geese. 

GEE a Fee Tet aT Lae Z Wi gla ee eon Despite modern technology, a few 

as a " ee ap off and warm up. waterfowlers still perish each year, 

ad Ok St — particularly when boats are over- 

Te a loaded and life jackets are left at home. 
ae A a Zi , a ee —— : Waterfowl hunters don’t always 

. —— think of themselves as boaters,” explains 
" “ _ Roy Zellmer, DNR boating safety admin- 

de i istrator, “and that can really get them 

i ‘ into trouble if they aren’t prepared.” 
re | at The Boat Owners Association re- 

ee 7 Ss oS ports about three dozen waterfowl 

a , SS : é ia hunters die each year nationwide from 

ial pe me Sd |. water-related accidents, most from 

ae ee i b drowning and hypothermia. Some fell 

: ° a . overboard because their boats were 

f ae Sting we overloaded, or they moved around 
SS ’ § : oe s 

we : eee iy their boats unsafely. And too many 
= 4 ae rf é oe hunters still fail to wear Coast Guard- 

~~ : Be. x we, approved life jackets while traveling 

< ~~ V2 A a oa ge i ie to and from their hunting blinds. In 
rw ss = Ps ae cam ae 4 fact, 91 percent of sportsmen who died 

. a a a me Je in boating accidents between 1995- 

ee . : si 2000 were not wearing a life jacket. 

, a - : ‘ Se Consequently, conservation war- 

oh | on dens are called upon to make dramatic 
ri to 3 eS ae . 

i 7 rescues at a time of the year when most 

El on emergency responders 

\ Bene | have put away their 
| ALD ds — Tih / patrol boats and water 

Been Ree | rescue equipment for 
CUCM RRC ue e 

ha | video from Wisconsin Public Television’s Wis- —_| Tee person I've 
|, consin Stories. Visit: wisconsinstories.org/ ea loft 

ey he ai anten | had to rescue or pull o: 
| 2001season/cold/c_video.html. | an island thought it 

| LN dnt happen to 
a ss : Ce RURAL ence Howit 

: So : RS aun sen 1a AS fee ene sayerenred 
: == a5 e OETA Grat aca CMuee ! ‘ 

a = sco ees ONS aes Nien Siteae | vation warden Roger 
= rate, we have access to forecasts in real-time, IDA 

. _ =a : ae cae nse crt a sit : i n3, BMDP irene Saar e eel Peeve ! An avid hunter him- 
et ~ Fe UCU oie Fron con ays, “There 

eas CSU MEE CSS me : 
= sah ae —! | y ae thes eee an lui Lenn eo ee are times I look at my 

i : PUM CSUR Ue ca hunting partner — often 

_ - ee eM ny dog —and ask, ‘Are 
— 2 | _ passion. Preparation is key to success and ee 

— . CU a. eee 
Mm , me CO Macc era cs ! Wane See 

_ oul — ling to take their chances 

ie , _ enema because the ducks fly low when the 

eo ne  . hae wind is blowing so hard there is a 
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small craft advisory. Some days it’s help when he was late, and rescuers _ nal on water and pack the phone in a wa- 
calm when you head out early, but the found him in time. terproof bag with flotation. Notify peo- 
wind picks up as the day progresses. ee le in several ways detailing when you 

eines it nie we can’t A prescription for cold weather ae to return. iene a a at oe in- 

help it,” Hanson says. “There is just Bad cae oan make for the best dicating your plan. Also place a card with 

something about going out and sitting hunting. That oy me Gaull ti liels your emergency contacts and hunting 

on the open water. We don’t even care if hunting weather, Baye Tle Lawhern, plan on the dashboard of your vehicle. 

we get a duck.” DNR hunter education administrator. Keep a first aid kit on board ina 
Conservation war- Sc eae dry bag, and don’t for- 

den Ben Treml recalls AK Note. nV ay Ke Bee AN # get some high energy 
one rescue in early De- Pig Seay} \ \ ‘ i We . cs ye snacks. 
cember 2005 when the ee Wore. A vs 3 AS i ye Ff Carry a marine VHF 
winds kicked up and dey coe ead See Ee” ah aR NG radio as a backup to 
temperatures dropped, @ RR EW in) Lae es aa your cell phone, espe- 

stranding two hunters (UMN ie Ss Yt cal tyouplantotav- and adog in a boat that PMG e IN 9 9 9 6)! out from shore. The 
became ice-covered. The Bi Vas) Bas AB ee ie ty : ep ae ee See) VHF radio can deliver a 

Coast Guard called in UUNMGG eG ee 7 2 ol BERRY call for assistance, pro: 
Treml and the Brown Pe er oy xf toe a ne CEG vide the latest weather 
County Sheriff’s Office. pe Sa le as One a ae ae he report and keep you in 

“That boat was full [MMR ei ss ee 8 ees : touch with other boaters 

of decoys and there were Beas ee : j om eg on the water. 

three to four-foot waves,” PICs crue i ae Waterproof clothing 
Treml recalls. “We res- ea arene eo % 4 like float coats, life pre- 

cued the hunters and ae ra aa @ is Ebel) servers and waders are 

headed for shore, but on Meee nin Ns oe a MY. Se y essential to duck hunt- 

the way my boat started aL cul ae j A aN : ing. If you need to stand 
to ice up too. We risked Worle one Ay ; iF Rd Or in shallow water to place 

our lives and wound up back. Bring along a i \ iW se ee decoys, you will need 

beaching our boat on ice Sloe se we a d = Yi re a ee “| chest waders to stay dry 

then walking to shore rae se iead aati olan ye ie Se, —— ___ and you need to practice 
from there.” gear and keep three ON ear ee how to get out of them 

“I'm sure it will hap- ROUT S (a a rN ue. \ a — quickly in an emergency. 
pen again,” Treml says. ele ee: 2G ma (eG . ive If you stumble while plac- 
“We'll get a bunch of Ses aes <a B, & p= ing your dekes, waders 
northern mallards com- Ly Veg we Raw fe fill fast and the cold 

ing down in December ee cyt! as UN Ad \ yi water is a real shock. 
and it will make for fan- a a , Pe. SSS, Ve You can quickly get in 
tastic hunting. But the a < : i pw? es! \ M7 trouble, especially if you 
weather can turn quick- 5 Sie a9 "i ee ODA Cee have to remove the coat 
ly on you. People don’t me e ‘ fn Le Fi Shas i before trying to get out 
understand how severe B \ \ é a t 7 = of the waders. 
it can get even in pro- a (Cops es — 2g a r wy hd (3 _If you are shooting 
tected areas.” i. . Wa, & hi aN a: from a boat or on-water 

His advice? Hunt with fi Eo , & blind, equip yourself 
two boats using the buddy with newer lightweight 
system, and hunt in craft that are big But the cool, raw weather of late fallcan _ife jackets and float coats that are more 

enough and high enough for the water _ead to injuries, such as exposure, frost- comfortable for hunting. 
body. If one boat motor conks out, you bite and hypothermia. “Wear a hat, too,” says Greg Do- 

still have a back-up. Make sure to tell “To be safe, plan your hunt, then bratz, hunter education instructor from 

someone exactly where you are going hunt your plan,” Lawhern says. Wautoma. “You lose a lot of heat from 

and when you plan to be back. Pack Since fewer people boat in the cold- your head.” He also suggests layered 

flares. er months, it greatly reduces the likeli- clothing including wool so you can ad- 

Treml recalls one hunter who hada __ hood of a prompt rescue. You need to just to changing temperatures through- 
medical emergency while in his blind. buy yourself more time if things start to out the day. Pack extra dry clothing ina 
Since his wife knew what time he was 80 wrong, Lawhern says. Take a charged —_ waterproof bag. 
supposed to be home, she called for _ ellular phone, check that you get a sig- Even with good gear, you have to be 
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ready for the cold. Dobratz teaches his “Most hunters know what they Other points in your prehunt plan 
students who hunt along the Wisconsin should do to be safe, but only some of Safe shooting zones — When hunting with 

River how to ward off hypothermia if them practice it,” Nania says. a partner, establish and communicate a 
they fall into the water and can’t scram- 
ble back into a boat. He describes how 

to roll up ina ball to reduce surface area, LC] Mtl g ic) ea 

by pulling their knees together and 

hugging them close to their chest in the It’s really difficult to identify ducks and geese species on the wing, but hunters have 
HELP position (heat escape lessening to learn that skill to harvest legally and responsibly. Each bird’s size, flight pattern, 
posture). If two or more people are in call, location and height above the water provides clues. But in low light conditions 

the water, huddle together so the sides and in rainy, snowy, windy weather, waterfowl ID is tricky. It is especially challenging 
of your bodies are close together. for inexperienced hunters early in the season. 

“A duck hunter must always be pre- “If you don’t know, don’t pull the trigger,” Lawhern says. 

pared for changing weather,” Dobratz Dobratz suggests that before the hunting season, take a good field guide 

warns. “Always check the forecast be- with you and spend some time glassing birds at local parks to watch and listen 

fore you head out because you need to to the different species you are likely to see on the water. These field guides are 

plan what to do in case of fog, wind, in- recommended: 

tense sun, lightning and darkness, as Ducks at a Distance, a pocket-sized free booklet developed by the U.S. Fish 

well as rain and snow. Use a GPS or and Wildlife Service, is out of print. But DNR Service Centers may still have a few 
compass. Some mornings get foggy copies, and you can also download it online for free at www.npwrc.usgs.gov/ 

quickly, and hunters have become con- resource/birds/duckdist/index.htm. Outdoor Empire Publishing Company also 
fused and lost.” reprinted it in 8 x 11" format, and KE Publications includes it in their “Wildlife Identi- 

If storms are predicted, plan to hunt fication Pocket Guide” series. Visit stores.kepubs.com. 
from shore. If you do get caught in a Waterfowl Identification in the Central Flyway was published by 
squall, head for shore moving diagonally states and provinces of the Central Flyway. Most member states and provinces supply 

to the waves and avoid crossing large complimentary copies to hunters. Contact DNR Service Centers to learn if copies are 

bodies of water. Count on waiting out available, or visit www.npwrc.usgs.gov/about/faqs/birds/duckbook.htm 

the squall once you reach shore. You Once birds are in the hand, consider the LeMaster Method of Waterfowl 
can’t safely load your boat if wind and Identification to become a more knowledgeable hunter. Richard LeMaster made 
waves are pounding an unprotected life-size drawings of the shape and color of duck bills to provide a guide for recogniz- 

launch site, and trailers can get stuck in ing species. To better identify ducks and geese on the wing, LeMaster charted the 

mud and sand. Just tie up your boat flight height that various species use over open water. His renditions of heads, wings 

and wait out the worst of the storm. and silhouettes of ducks in flight further aid in identification. 

Even shoreland hunters need to If you are new to waterfowl hunting, try to find an experienced mentor and start by 

attend to the weather. hunting over decoys. “It’s easier to identify ducks when you are using decoys because 

Jeff Nania, a hunter safety instructor they bring wild birds in closer,” Dobratz says. 
and president of the Wisconsin Wet- When Jeff Nania mentors new hunters of any age to have safe, enjoyable hunts, he 

lands Association, recounts when foul starts with the basics and takes the LeMaster book along to give the newcomers 
weather caught up with him. something to do while waiting for the birds to come in. 

“T only had a couple of hours to hunt. he |,§ i 

I was walking across a frozen marsh and bs pyle i ame — 
thought the waters were shallow. I | Gwe eee 

didn’t know that I was crossing a_ i>. Dy eee et 
drainage ditch and just under the snow MZ 4 “ = 

A ath G 4 2 ae TERFOWL « _—, aa lay flowing water topped with ice. I ~ ‘Uz “ae WAI ATION Pa a a 

plunged neck-deep into very cold water. 3 se IDEN NTR! Ne co Ee 

“Tt was about 20 degrees outside, ~ 1) “i : CENWAY " - ee 2 
a \ ‘ A rructons on pee 75 and I had to take off my coat and ( ’ ee an ue 

waders,” Nania says. “Nobody knew st re soy @at ot 
where I was, and there was little poten- . DUCKS — . eee, i é 4 

tial that anyone would come looking for ALA NCE ROSS a eye & WS t ae : | DISTA Oe hag . 
me in a timely manner. : +eRFOWL IDENT Wy Eien MiP — (ae PS fan 

Nania suggests telling someone 2 Sees i Ef a 3 A\’i a 88 & E eo“ > { ) & 
specifically where you will be hunting | ) HH SOR . shel at) 

i q > i Vo SY A 
and calling them when you reach the ‘ puxsee | P ya Bs 28 = 

site. “Don’t just say ‘I’m hunting the ee ie ped ame ‘ 
Wisconsin River today.’ aceon | 
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= Ss Si i i tg a = 
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safe zone of fire before ducks are flying you are waterfowl hunting on the near _ hunters more flexibility to simply move 
overhead. If you are in a boat or canoe, _ shore of the Great Lakes. to different waters rather than building 
do not stand to shoot if your partner is “People underestimate the Great a new blind at each site. 
shooting from a seated position. Andbe _ Lakes,” Treml says. “I’ve seen hunters You need to leave elbow room. Most 
considerate of other hunters and people _ out in small boats in dangerous condi- duck boats are flat-bottomed and 
on shore. Your shot may travel up to __ tions with high winds and waves. Are- _ smaller than fishing or ski boats. They 

400 yards, and you don’t want shot ally fun day can become a devastating _ are lower to the water with less free- 
raining down on others in the area. day all too quickly,” he board to the top of 
Give yourself and others enough space. _ says. “The wind can knock the gunwale, so they 

Boat train your retriever—With any up, you lose your motor are more vulnerable 

luck, one of your hunting buddies is and then you either have to <a tin a to swamping in rough 

your dog. Train your four-legged friend _ alll for help or just wait for i. . = waters. It’s very easy 
from an early age to lie or sit stillen _ help to arrive.” aia __ tooverload a small 

e : ig Penman acumen : 
route to the blind, when crossing open Conservation warden (<itmy. 09 *f . jonboat with decoys, 
water, when drifting a stream or river Mike Neal, stationed in [ee oa 7 — — equipment, dogs, 
and when heading back to the landing. Sister Bay, notes that open oe nes tf 4 a hunters, guns and 

Tim Lawhern related stories of acci- water hunting from a boat [gees = sn a “ 4 game all vying for 

dents where hunters laida gundownin — surrounded by decoys has - kc space. 

the boat only to have an excited dog hit dramatically increased since or ‘ Sia Make sure the 
the trigger and “the dog became the he started hunting more | \ “iy Mrs gear doesn’t get in 
shooter.” A boat offers close quarters, than 30 years ago. a tae te = the way of having 

and retrievers need to get accustomed “Fifteen years ago, I femme —— == =a good time and shar- 

to the boat before the hunting season. used to be the only guy out |= —— ing a great experi- 
. c See cate Se ee e : 

Check your gear— Firearms should _ there with a small, low lay- ee “mg ence. “If we believe 
Sar ee a a 

be cleaned and closely inspected for out boat, but not anymore,” A in our traditions, 
o Z Modern small layout boats provide stealth es ia 

any signs of mechanical wear that could —_Neal says. on open water, but they are vulnerable to Like hunting, and 
result in a problem in the field. Clothing Liberal bag limits, home wind and waves. Watch the weather and think they are im- 

and other equipment should also be development near wet- a one if rougher conditions even + ,or¢ant, then we need 
8 2 fo whip up. 
inspected for signs of wear and tear. _ lands and loss of habitat Le to pass them on,” 
Anything that might compromise your _ explain why birds are becoming more _ says Jeff Nania. “We need to do that 
safety should be repaired, discarded or wary near the shore. Hunters are mov- _ with safety in mind, keep an eye to the 
replaced. That includes the boat and _ing to deeper waters and using smaller sky, and remember that responsible 

boat lights. craft searching for birds that areless hunting just begins when you buy a 
Use the right boat for open water spooked. license.” WV] 

hunting — The waterfowl skiff you use on Portable duck hunting blinds are Natasha Kassulke is creative products manager for 
inland waters may not be big enoughif also more widely available, giving Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine. 
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help a neighbo 
Harvesting extra deer is good for the community and good for the herd. 

Travis Anderson ( \) 

aced with destructive flooding, rising a 
fuel costs and a darn sluggish economy, many om 
people are having the hardest times in several yi 
years providing healthy food for their families. — a Da 

i i : : Ne \ That is why food pantries and local community action , oH oe \Y 
: : LARTER) oN % we groups are asking hunters to help by harvesting an W 7 Ve 12 

oe : : AV iy a extra deer and donating it to provide quality, healthy (\& aS ' ad i } an: . WSC at aN ee A a 

protein for those who can truly use the help. Yin NA 

In southern Wisconsin, Community Thanks to that partnership with hunters, __ tinued success, the program could be a 

Action Programs (CAPs), food pantries nearly 1,500 deer were donated, tested, model for setting up similar collection 

and local meat processors teamed up __ processed and distributed to food and distribution opportunities statewide. 

last year to operate a deer donation pro- _ pantries. Continuing on last year’s suc- Walter Orzechowski, executive di- 

gram in the CWD Management Zone _ cess, the group has formed “Target _ rector of Southwest Wisconsin Com- 

after a loss in state funds meant the De- | Hunger,” a nonprofit aimed to make it | munity Action, Inc. of Dodgeville, and 

partment of Natural Resources could easy for generous hunters and other _a member of Target Hunger, notes that 
no longer underwrite the program. community supporters to share the _ people really enjoy the ground venison 

aid costs of running adeer donation _ available from food pantries and have 

’ hs ip §) program during the fall and asked if more might be available. 
——S | 44) early winter seasons. With con- pee. 

Poe ss Ne Ny in, fae ra 4 out as ase | Ca ts “ee f & fe 
lo RSF ae ca ual ae a ‘ A Ma 

: rae ny « Ness ar pent ee _ ei 
Se RS ee Cis eee. > Se Vis 

eee, a ee A” a i SN agers aoe Pal “SN Be : ‘ fi 

Fd Noo ces. a A TSR el eee Noo 
3 ——— \ MRSC soe Pye UNC jon 
2 Nea of aE a] 200, we Kg) Pt. | 
z JSST de Sa eer a 

ee Ae aa > eh Chee: co Sa eee 2 @ tie 
g i ae 

Z Hunters and nonhunters alike 
8 er icme trae nite Re ltl n Cy 
= supplement food pantries with 
Z venison to provide a lean, 

2 LITereI UNS OLO Ce em Da) COLCedI LD 

8 Bais L eo 
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cw (Sl er is ie cay 
ooo OO i = 3 : eS _-aims to make deer 

: 3 Fees) a7 a oy 2 oo , Ss srett ay a 
ce ei ae Se ge : eos ite Smee OMe 

1A = ee N df . x i 7 ie Earn Tg = 
us e- , - caiias oa a : J A . SU LTO OSC Le 

eae ae a. a sg wee eo none 

on se eect ag Ss iain : cs a Sf: \ nts 

ac’ 1+ a eee: 
a 4 * - ee ae: 

“We've seen growing demand for veni- claimed as charitable tax deductions org/land/wildlife/hunt for a list of 
son from pantries in recent years, and and the Department of Natural Re- station locations. 

with the increased costs of fuel and _ sources will fully cover all costs associ- It’s equally important to enlist the 
food, we do not anticipate that demand _ated with testing the venison for CWD. help of other hunters in harvesting 
will decline.” Orzechowski adds, “Hunter- Hunters will be able to drop off their additional deer to reduce the deer herd 

donated venison is extremely important deer at participating meat processors as __ size, decrease the incidence of disease 

to pantries, as it provides a valuable, _ well as at DNR-operated registration spread, reduce browsing pressure and 

nutritious source of lean protein for stations where Target Hunger volun- _ reduce the number of deer-car colli- 

families who are struggling in today’s teers will be present. Visit dnr.wi.gov/ sions. Recent survey research shows 

economy.” that a majority of hunters favor such a 
During the year, TUT CALLF the lead risk deer donation program, but few have 

members of Target actually participated and brought in a 

Hunger have been | tests this spring in North Dakota found traces of lead in venison SEO ae 
busy raising funds | prepared for food pantry distribution. Subsequently, the Wisconsin | ‘U@lity meat. With this in mind, local 
to cover program | yp wildlife Health Team screened over 200 samples of venison, hunting ud < conservallon eae 

costs. Two goals | and found four percent had minor levels of lead. Cee ee ee OR 
arto ae Sean Strom, Wisconsin DNR environmental toxicologist states, SE eee 
donation a simple | «there has never been a documented case of lead poisoning in Soe nea Oreenizec sp usnio 2c! 
Process at no addi- | fumans after consuming hunter harvested deer. However, nobody gud ual ered Hunting clube toicont. 
tional cost to hunters | jae ever looked into this before.” mit to harvesting extra antlerless deer 

co eee Suggested guidelines all hunters should follow when hunting oo the penuy, BPIOB rat UU Ee MpCOMs 

other community | ang processing their deer for their own use or donation: Cee ee eee cl 
penis ea Consider switching to nonlead ammunition such as copper or oy cone cee one tee owe 
pate. Last season, s fs < County, says, “Hunter participation 
Tere a eiarsectiey| other high weight-retention bullets, such as bonded bullets. can help bring deer numbers down. 

to donate $20 with | * Practice marksmanship and hunting skills so you can get closer Hunters need to encourage other 

their deer to help and make cleaner, lethal shots away from major muscle areas. hunters to donate for charitable rea- 

cover processing Aim for the neck, the head, or the heart-lung vital area behind sons and herd health. It’s our turn to 

costs. This year, Tar- the shoulder. Don’t shoot at running deer. step up.” 

get Hunger hopes | * Avoid consuming internal organs that may contain extra lead from For details on how you can help 

to have enough do- heart-lung shots. through financial contributions or 
nations from com- | - Ifyou process your own venison, or take it to a processor, pre-trim venison donations, contact Southwest 

munity supporters and dispose of deer meat with excessive shot damage. Always Wisconsin CAP at (608) 935-2326 or 
prior to the season trim away a generous distance from the wound channel and Community Action Coalition of Dane 

to cover those ex- discard any meat that is bruised, discolored or contains hair, County at (608) 246-4730. a 
penses. All money dirt, bone fragments or grass. Travis Anderson is a DNR wildlife biologist 
donated can be stationed in Dodgeville. 
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tion from 2010 to 2020. The Legislature agreed, and the annual 

bonding authority was increased from $60 million to $86 million for 
this 10-year period, which reauthorizes the fund while maintaining its 

historical purchasing power. Proponents of the increase argued 

successfully that as land prices increase so too must funding for 

Stewardship. 

i Land value appreciation in the last 30 years has put even solidly 

: middle class families in the position of facing financial difficulty in 

» 4 y 4 passing land down to the next generation. Estate and property taxes 

‘ a tis | are often more than the heirs can afford. 

! “ Lifestyle changes also warrant Stewardship reauthorization. 

» +, ; / all oe, Recreation continues to lead to organized activities rather than inde- 

é | it 6 De pendent outdoor exploration. Stewardship is the primary tool that we 

ee : have to purchase land close to population centers and provide oppor- 

tunities for kids from all backgrounds to just “be” in nature. 

Building ona maj or conservation achievement. Stewardship also provides public access to recreational areas in a 

time when farmland and forest fragmentation have created less oppor- 

Natasha Kassulke tunity for public access as compared to the past when large private hold- 

ings were open for exploration and recreation. 

n Wisconsin our natural resources are not just a part of our landscape, “The greatest threat to the vast majority of species that have called 

they’re a part of who we are. Asa state, we value our hunting and fish- _ Wisconsin home for centuries is habitat loss,” says Signe Holtz, direc- 

ing traditions and access to nature — even for those who live in our largest __tor of the DNR’s Endangered Species Program. “The Stewardship Fund 

metropolitan areas. is, by far, the best tool we citizens of Wisconsin have to maintain our nat- 

In his 2007-09 budget, Governor Jim Doyle recognized the importance of __ural heritage of plants and animals in natural communities.” 

protecting these natural resources by calling on a major conservation achieve- And, we are learning that some wildlife, in particular forest in- 

ment, the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund, and proposing its reauthoriza- _ terior birds, need large blocks of undeveloped spaces to survive. En- 
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dangered species also need special places for Straight Lake State Park, ‘ ee ee : 
protection. whose undeveloped , a se 

Continuing Stewardship, says Rep. Spencer he eae = 
Black (D-Madison), provides for state land A i a eal eS 2 contains an. 850-acre s a ee 
protection by the DNR, local government and mature forest block with oe = 
many nonprofit conservation organization part- Ce ass aa ea o — nal ae 

ners. He adds that knowing that the program © 100 years old. It has a a ; 
is extended to 2020 allows for long-range oan Be heuer 2 oe 

: males : OTOL NCTA are 
ning, negotiations with landowners, and con- J BIDET OI : ees 

tinues a Wisconsin tradition of setting aside (PEM Goer aii! £ 
lands for public use today and for the future. Conservation Initiative. & 

“T believe we have an obligation to future Leer E ; 
generations not only with our words, but our and a pair of nesting ————— 
actions,” says Governor Doyle. “Since I took aD sca . a eons ‘nue 4 

= 2 : 2 - if SE ieee 
office, we’ve gone forward with projects for- fe San as ol . 

ever protecting forests, parks, natural areas, a eee eT lee 
wildlife habitat and shoreland.” i ie i oe f ee 

Stewardship lands also anchor a good por- ae , a 

tion of the state’s economy — from the $11 bil- 

lion tourism business to the $22 billion forestry : ; 

industry and the state’s $4 billion hunting and H i Bia 
fishing investment. proper ‘ i i) 

“The Stewardship Fund has helped us pre- oS | NWA 

serve great natural places like Straight Lake in ) 
Polk County — a wild undeveloped lake and | yi 

surrounding areas with a rich, vibrant ecosys- 2 | 

tem that includes everything from northern pike Z 

to trumpeter swans — and the bluffs of La 
Crosse, and the more urban setting of Big ers. And it had to be focused. After a few mod- come the largest conservation effort in Wiscon- 
Muskego Lake,” Doyle says. “Lands like these ifications, the fund was adopted and includedin _sin. “I’ve been delighted beyond expectations,” 
— some of Wisconsin’s greatest outdoor areas the 1989 state budget. Black says. “It would be a very different state 
— are one of the main reasons why people The name, “Stewardship,” reflected its mis- _ if we didn’t have the Stewardship Fund.” 
want to live, vacation and move here.” sion. “Stewardship is a time honored tradi- Stewardship has funded projects in 71 of 

Wisconsin’s Stewardship Program contin- tion,” Black says. “It recognizes that we have — Wisconsin's 72 counties from the majestic soli- 
ues the work of the Outdoor Recreation Act an obligation to take care of our resources for tude of the Turtle-Flambeau Flowage to the 
Program (ORAP) enacted in 1961 with the sup- future generations.” urban Lakeshore State Park in Milwaukee. The 

port of Governor Gaylord Nelson and renewed It is a strong program locked into a 10- _ program supports projects as diverse as acqui- 

in 1967 with the support of Governor Warren year investment instead of being tied to year- sition of a pristine boreal forest in Ashland 

Knowles. ORAP was Wisconsin’s first compre- by-year support. County to restoration of an urban riverfront in 

hensive, long-term land acquisition program. Black recalls the first Stewardship event, _ Beloit. And it is providing special places for res- 
Over 31 years, the program protected 54,000 held in Albany on July 10, 1990. Participants _idents and visitors alike to hike, bike, ski, hunt, 
acres of land by collecting a one-cent per pack rode bicycles to the site — 194 acres of wet- _ fish, camp, canoe, learn and simply relax. 

tax on cigarettes. lands and forests including habitat for an en- 

While revered as a pioneering program, dangered plant and springs feeding the Little / Growing support along with acreage 
ORAP was losing steam by the late 1980s. Then Sugar River. Since then, the Lower Wisconsin “Stewardship reflects the conservation and out- 

Speaker of the State Assembly, Tom Loftus, River was protected along with parts of the Ket- door ethics of the people of Wisconsin, and is 

wanted to see the program reinvigorated and tle Moraine State Forest. Extensive trails were evidence that they want to get out and use these 

asked Black to head a committee to develop a developed and important watersheds like Lulu _ resources,” says Steve Miller. é 

new ORAP. Lake protected. Miller has closely watched Stewardship 

After many public hearings and meetings of Almost 20 years later, the Stewardship Fund _ throughout its history, first, while working with 
a committee that included Knowles and former has protected about a half-million acres of the DNR wildlife management program and 

Natural Resources Board chair Harold “Bud” what’s left of the best of Wisconsin, Black says. more recently as director for the Facilities and 

Jordahl — Nelson acted as a close advisor — “Tt has preserved some very special places and Lands Bureau. Among the Stewardship projects 

the Stewardship Fund was born. expanded outdoor recreational opportunities.” _ of which Miller is most proud has been protec- 

Stewardship goals were to be forward think- The program is successful because it works tion and enhancement of 21,000 acres in the 

ing, as well as bold enough to stand up to the with willing sellers, looks at buying easements © Lower Wisconsin River Basin from the vast 

threats to land in Wisconsin, including increas- when it makes sense, and leverages match | Lower Wisconsin State Riverway to the tiny 

ing development and changing land ownership grants that allow a broader public to become _ spring creeks that are home to wild populations 
patterns. The program also had to be coopera- invested. of brook trout. 
tive involving partner groups and willing sell- The Stewardship Fund has arguably be- During the second era of the Stewardship 3
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<> Eg <2 oe: Poe es 7 eS ear i ae aA i * another 1.6 million enjoy fishing. 

[ome Ete ey a TEs ahs ees co Ss. Oe PSS i | “The power of Stewardship is that it con- 

ast ey. - Ea Se, i ee ee pape ee MM oe aS =e serves the state’s most important natural habitat 

oe Pag ye ae 4 Se Se oh eS a ae “sf while purchasing perpetual public access for all 
i Ef sie i Hew be ae Seon = Se < net 1 = eM state residents,” says Todd Holschbach, director 

ae <4 dk “ae pes sie fo 50 eS 4 E nk tee a of government relations for the Wisconsin chap- 
gy — he ans pes, Rese a Bee ie eas ter of The Nature Conservancy. 
- ts, Se oe pian ees ; ie a eas, Holschbach says Stewardship fosters public- 
TPE eR BP eae Sete Tes pide EES far | lee as 645 _ private partnerships that allow citizens to play an 

se 3 Se Soe eae Mere a ae metimaee ca z ake active role in protecting natural resources. The 

% a ae Ni ek pe Sass - BS ete ET Se ee e apes Nature Conservancy, for example, works with 

Sy SN eee a s oe nn ag eh & “ gies private landowners, businesses, government and 
< ae ae : ; Y tlh gy = a By ad phy ¢ other conservation organizations to conserve 

Rc note ities. = = ee aah “ae ya more than 139,000 acres of the state’s most out- 

a a oo" oe standing lands and waters. TNC uses science- 

al Mo Diag ee >, based planning to identify lands that need 

‘_ a a : yea eS wee Pe eee : protection and then leverages private matching 

8 Se sail ‘ Rea cae “It’s proven to be a wise investment,” Holsch- 
Le nal re] Bee bach says. 
a SNS aes ‘ee b GA RO ND 

os " arround i tr é Fine tuning 
ngage ‘rom ing and |e ins « . 3s; = cto ocd i. & i ae pap also Bee proven to be a ee 

A Bid snoweveene. le P a : : j Program, Miller says. “Now we are fine tuning it. 

Ste Several parking areas i Faun Besides increasing the bonding to maintain 

along the stretch a ro WR the purchasing power of Stewardship, the reau- 
provide ample ja oe ae oF : thorization (Act 20) requires that administrative 

ia Points. — : # rules outline a process by which the Natural Re- 
ie B ™ 8 : 25 z sources Board may restrict public access for one 

pee 7 = " a - 2 or more nature-based activities, and how such de- 

ui (ie A a = cisions may be reviewed. These nature-based out- 

program, Miller says, there has been a lot of dis- door activities are hunting, fishing, trapping, 

cussion about how much purchased land is enough. | hiking and cross-country skiing. DNR must re- 
“We took a step back and took a long A BIPARTISAN BASE port annually to the Legislature identifying lands 

range look at what should, and what needs to where public access has been restricted or pro- 

be protected,” Miller says. “And that was the | — TheWisconsin Legislature created the Steward- So eel 
genesis of the Land Legacy Project. It helped ship Fund in 1989 to preserve valuable natural Public comment sessions were held and DNR 
put a frame around what the ‘green print’ could areas and wildlife habitat, protect water quality Secretary Matt Frank appointed a 30-member 
be for Wisconsin.” and fisheries, and expand opportunities for out- Citizen Advisory Committee to provide input on 

The Land Legacy Report describes special door recreation. In the process, this innovative the rule, : 
places that will be critical to meet conservation fund has proven that valuing and protecting our _ “The advisory group represents various recre- 
and recreation needs for the next 50 years. fad and water resotices te a dedtonder 4 ational constituencies, local units of government 

Identified over a three-year process involving crosses political lines. and land tr usts,” Frank says. “Working together, 
the public, nonprofit organizations and natural | This history of bipartisanship is reflected in these members will help ensure that we continue to 

resource professionals, these Legacy Places are, the fund's name, which honors two of Wiscon- provide broad public access to lands acquired 

collectively, what “makes Wisconsin Wiscon- sin's most revered conservation leaders, Warren through Stewardship purchases or grants, pro- 
sin.” Visit the Legacy website at dnr.wi.gov/ Knowles (Republican, Governor 1965-1971) moting all forms of outdoor recreation.” 

master_planning/land_legacy. The report is } and Gaylord Nelson (Democrat, Governor 1959- ase oe a ea 
available for $15 plus tax and shipping/ 1963, U.S, Senator 1964-1981). “The Stewardship program is near and dear to 

handling. Call 800-362-7253 or visit any DNR Since 1989, the Stewardship Fund has the hearts of people in Wisconsin. And we can be 

service center, been adjusted several times from its original Se eee aver ce 
The third phase of Stewardship, Miller says, funding level of $25 million annually. Governors to nature and how Wisconsin citizens can access 

looks at the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Tommy Thompson and Scott McCallum, both that... can’t think of a Ce tay the DNR that 
Recreation Plan (SCORP) in an attempt to clas- Republicans, recognized the importance of means more to future generations. And I think we 

sify, measure and ultimately provide for the pref- maintaining the historic purchasing power of should celebrate that we are TOW coin ino ate 

erences and needs of a statewide recreating the Stewardship program, as has Governor third decade of Stewardship.” 
ublic. Recent SCORP results show that more Doyle, a Democrat. Heel 

ce 3.5 million Wisconsin citizens walk for ! Building blocks for future stewards 

4 pleasure, 2.3 million enjoy viewing and photo- “As a member of the Natural Resources Board,



I think protecting land for the future is the most —_ responsibility as future stewards. a 

wonderful thing we do,” says Christine Thomas, “Many students are financially strapped, but [he Stewards! ne 

Wisconsin Natural Resources Board Chair and _ because they have access to Stewardship lands that 1s fulfilled its promise to th 

Dean of the College of Natural Resources atthe are open to the public for free,” Thomas says, of Wisconsin b 

University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. “they can afford to get out and enjoy the re- melee eo Se 7 

“Stewardship is not just important, but crit- sources. Some also work on public lands through EO ee anON 

ical to the future of outdoor recreation as the summer jobs, internships and volunteer activities.” i ens ‘i : 

population increases because not everyone can As they work and play, these future stewards Linsey pe RGA pee 

afford to have their own piece of paradise. of our public lands are connecting with nature ensure Wisconsin ente t 

There are people who would never have an _and finding out that clean lakes and rivers, lush cent s as 

opportunity to walk in the woods with their forests and abundant wildlife — these things, to- VITO al I ie 

grandchildren if not for public land,” she says. gether, are Wisconsin, Thomas says. é a : i 

“Some of the best of what we do as an agency. ©—©—§ i Sha 

and as citizens is the Stewardship investment Natasha Kassulke is creative products manager for Rei g 
Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine. 

that we make for the future.” 

Thomas’ favorite Stewardship project is 

the Wild Rivers Legacy Forest in Forest, Flo- 

rence and Marinette counties. The Nature 

Conservancy and the state worked together to STEWARDSH | P | N A N UTSHELL 

conserve more than 64,600 acres of forests, 

wild lakes and rivers in northeastern Wiscon- Under the Stewardship Fund, about 500,000 acres in 71 of 72 counties have been protected. Where does 

sin. The land transaction was the largest in the money come from to pay for Stewardship? The state sells bonds to investors to pay back the debt over 

state history, and working forest conservation 20 years. This spreads the cost over time so it is shared with future public lands users. Debt payments come 

easements keep the land open to the public for out of tax revenues, so all taxpayers in the state contribute to the Stewardship Fund, and benefit from its 

recreation and guides forest management in a investments. Together land trusts and local governments have also raised over $130 million to match grants 

sustainable manner. Funding came through a through the Stewardship program. 

combination of Stewardship funding, Federal What does the public think of Stewardship? There i : 
Forest Legacy funding, private equity from is strong public support. A recent bipartisan poll con- 

Conservation Forestry LLC, and its consortium ducted by The Nature Conservancy found that nearly * 1990 to 1999 at $25 million ree 

partner, Forest Investment Associates, and pri- 90 percent of Wisconsin voters agreed that even in 

vate funds raised by The Nature Conservancy. tight fiscal times the Stewardship program shouldbea * 2000 to 2010 at $46 million/year for two 

“For decades citizens have been enjoying the priority. AWisconsin Public Radio/St. Norbert’s College Years and $60 million/year for eight years 
fruits of managed forests, but we are at a time public opinion poll showed that 76 percent of residents * 2010 to 2019 at $86 million/year 
when many of these forests are at risk of being support state acquisition of conservation land. (Beginning July 1, 2010) 
sold off and fragmented. With the Wild Rivers What kinds of recreation are permitted on Stew- 

Legacy Forest, the new benefit we obtained is ardship lands? About 92 percent of all lands protected ‘ 

a guarantee for the citizens of the state that by the Stewardship Fund are open for public hunting, 

land would be accessible to them in the future and 97 percent are open for fishing and other types of iia , — 

as it has been for decades.” recreation, including hiking, wildlife watching, biking (Beginning July 1, 2010) 

Students at UW-Stevens Point, Thomas says, and more. Those lands not open to hunting include pvp and county 

are very much tuned into outdoor recreation, are heavily used urban parks and trails like Lakeshore State Jand acquisitions $45 million 
users of public land and understand their Park and the Hank Aaron Trail in Milwaukee. Grants to Nonprofit Conservation 

Are local governments compensated for loss of tax Organizations (minimum) $12 million 
base? Yes. Each year, DNR makes property tax pay- ae 

ments to all municipalities where the state owns land. sae ee oh $2. mill 

EXPLORE STEWARDSHIP LANDS This is called a payment in lieu of taxes or PILT. The state Tee ue ae u ee 

i Ce ets paid $7.9 million in 2006 to local governments to make _'C¢ Age and other trails $3 million 
The DNR is electronically identifying Steward: up for lost property tax revenue. While there are differ- Recreational boating aids $ 2.5 million 
ship lands for customers. An interactive web- ences in how PILT payments are made depending on DNR property development $10 million 
te Helps the public find Stewardship Die acquisition date, under the current program, local gov- | cal Units of Government 

pertles, cD yen propery acu un bs ernments typically receive more money through PILT assistance grants (maximum) $11.5 million 
tory and discover activities they might enipy payments on land acquired after 1992 than they would 

there, To access these ep vot the DNR have through regular property taxes. The Legislative ee 

pots a aa a e BG Fiscal Bureau has this to say about PILT: “Although the ; 
Maps" link yee the “Favorites ane formula for calculating aids in lieu of taxes is intended to produce a state payment equivalent to what is 

and then go to “DNR Managed Hands ig paid in property taxes, in practice, state payments typically exceed the property taxes that would have been 

learn more about the Stewardship piogiam paid because the purchase price of conservation land has routinely exceeded the property's assessed value.” 

vel dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfallrstewardship! Source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau Informational Paper 60 — “Warren Knowles-Gaylord Nelson Stewardship Program,” January 2007 
stewardship.html 
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| he DNR cannot accomplish its 

i GC mission by itself. We absolutely 
| need our nonprofit and local gov- 

ernment partners,” says Mary Rose 

| : : Teves, chief of the DNR grants section in the 

| » ' Bureau of Community Financial Assistance. 

| : toot ; j ( Ses “How lucky Wisconsin is to have partners who 

| bring money and expertise to the table to con- 

: - as Qi 4 r serve special places for future generations. 

| : i : . Other states are not so fortunate.” 
: Many agree. The Stewardship program’s 

: . | : success is in its collaborative nature. Partners 

| J ues are involved at every level — from willing sell- 

| : ess ers working with the state, to local government 

5 - and nonprofit conservation groups interested in 

Partner: ship S are why Stewardship works. as leveraging funds, to State Parks Friends groups 

By Ee aoe eS providing people power to maintain the lands 

%) Natasha Kassulke a ios a Piss Ls es ve - eS é ee se and provide environmental education. 
wn = er ae ae wees So Janet Beach Hanson, the first to administer 

S ae oe ea 5 Fd : see eae. the Stewardship grants to nonprofit conserva- 

ee en ss ae See co tion organizations, says “Stewardship gave cit- 
ae ae ie ee : ; Pe cae izens — private landowners — the chance to — 2 eas f DR, Soke cee, a & i ‘ ae 

Ee yt ¥ \ Fis - i get directly involved in conservation. 
e a > 5 ps ae “Local governments also are seeing the suc- 

; pemeee cess of Stewardship and they are submitting 

highly competitive grant proposals,” says Amy 

“se P at Bradley, a DNR Stewardship grant manager. 
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fades gts es Sega as og ae ications this year from local governments s p y g 
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Gi OM del Berard eV wy acres of Wisconsin's greatest. |\ >). iAoa UG asic 
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“— ore BAN t ai ea © at eee ae AT) “Tye seen records of negotiations going on 
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may not be the case if the land was purchased to sell to the state. In 2004, the Natural Re- and have learned more about property rights 

by another private party. The state’s ability to sources Board approved a $7.04 million pur- and how they may be shared among a number 

resell that land is very limited and guided by chase using Stewardship funding to preserve _ of people,” Haag says. 

statute.” almost 5,200 acres of primarily undeveloped He gives the example of a Bayfield County 

Steffes says DNR priorities for land pur- forest land and 63 miles of frontage on the _ project involving three properties — the Nourse 

chase include lands with significant benefit to Rainbow Flowage and nearby Pickerel Lake. | Sugarbush State Natural Area, the Bayfield/Mt. 

endangered resources, privately owned parcels The deal worked out to about $1,400 an acre. | Ashwabay ski hill and 560 acres in between. 

within DNR managed land, land that provides The Flowage is a highly productive fishery There were concerns that the spectacular 

public access to public property, rare opportu- _and offers habitat for eagles, osprey and many _-views the properties provided might be devel- 

nities such as a paper company deciding to sell species of waterfowl. oped and no longer open for public use. Mt. 

off a large tract, lands that make sense to When the deal was completed in 2007 and © Ashwabay offers cross-country and alpine ski- 

purchase in concert with other entities such as_ 2008, WVIC also donated an additional 3,869 ing featuring stunning views of the Apostle Is- 

federal partners, and Natural Resources Board acres of submerged land at the Rainbow Flow- _ lands National Lakeshore and the Chequa- 

and citizen priorities. age and 6,402 acres at the Willow Flowage, | megon National Forest. The Nourse Sugarbush 
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per acre with the ay- The Patrick Marsh Natural Resource site is an educational and recreational area northeast of Sun Prairie in Dane County. 

erage about $3,000 The property, a protected ecosystem, easily could have been destroyed without the efforts of many individuals, organizations 
and governmental agencies working together. 

per acre. 

Steffes says one of his favorite purchases is Gall says. Today, the land is managed for _ site hada long history of maple sugaring — for 
the Rainbow Flowage in Oneida County, which —_wildlife habitat, forestry and outdoor recreation hundreds of years the Ojibwe tapped the large 

involved 50 years of negotiations with the Wis- including hunting, shore fishing, hiking, bird trees. In the summer, this area is the center of 

consin Valley Improvement Company. watching and cross-country skiing. tourist activity in the region with the Big Top 

For about 70 years, the Wisconsin Valley “All the pieces were in the right place at the Chautauqua outdoor music festival drawing 

Improvement Company (WVIC), a private cor- right time to allow the Rainbow purchase to thousands of people to its performances. This 

poration that operates 21 reservoirs to regulate happen,” Gall says. tract also is at the core of a northern mesic 

uniform flow in the Wisconsin River, had been One aspect of Stewardship that DNR Real _ forest that has been identified as a flyway for 

the steward of the Rainbow Flowage located in Estate Section Chief Doug Haag says he most migratory birds. 

the Northern Highland-American Legion State appreciates is that it gives landowners, whether Two years ago, the DNR proposed that the 

Forest. they are an international corporation or along- state acquire 400 acres in the area from Plum 

When WVIC had to sell the land because time local landowner, a conservation alterna- | Creek Timberlands at a cost of $1,088,000. Two 

of restrictions on foreign ownership, it looked tive when they decide to sell. hundred acres would be acquired for the Nourse 

to the state as a buyer. “Stewardship has created a lot more focus Sugarbush State Natural Area and 40 acres for 

“We had plenty of potential buyers inter- on land and water conservation,” Haag says. the Pikes Creek State Fishery Area. The remain- 

ested in developing the land,” says Bob Gall, Since Stewardship began, he sayshe has seen _ing 160 acres would be held for sale or traded 

president of WVIC. “But we also had an un- a tremendous increase in partner involvement with Bayfield County or a local land trust. 

derlying stewardship philosophy.” and sharing knowledge, skills and funding. A $40,000 donation from Murphy Oil 

After some price negotiating, WVIC agreed “We've learned to layer funding sources USA's Superior Refinery helped cap the pur-



chase of another 160 acres. Along with dona- Elkin says. “Now more than 50,000 people are 

tions from individuals and businesses, the Mur- members of a local land trust.” 

phy Oil gift triggered matching support from the Stewardship has allowed land trusts to 

Stewardship Grant Program totaling $240,000 work strategically, explains Elkin. With pre- 

and investment of funds from Bayfield County, dictable funding for high quality projects, land : 

which will hold permanent title to the land. The trusts can do more than just respond to scat- \ 
land will remain accessible to the public and in tered opportunities. 

forestry use. Why should nonprofit conservation groups 5 I 

“This is an important piece of property for help carry the load? “Because we’re losing some : i i ( 

the community, for skiing and for scenic enjoy- of our most precious places every day,” says : é 

ment,” Haag says. “This project embodies the Elkin. “People see the landscapes around them Tee nae } ve 

community conservation ethic that makes Stew- changing. Places they’ve always loved are sud- Ne Er oT ; Ok 

ardship so successful and brings government denly converted to residential or commercial Deez rest Measry a3 

home to people. Stewardship gives land own- use. They want to take action, and land trusts gC en ec 
ers a conservation alternative. We are fostering allow citizens, working directly with private le Pad) ange v 

ae County, is, home to, 
a stronger land ethic in a subtle way. These ne- landowners, to permanently protect some of Mu elelon tied 

gotiations occur at mom and pop kitchens and these places.” Pe en Reta err 

sometimes in large board rooms.” Land trusts are already moving people onto Ciara rate Y 

There are basic contracts and massive legal these lands. They use the properties as classrooms a ee / 
documents, but they all end up with the same and host field trips and volunteer work days. HE Seg a) E \ 

a ; . DanC Laem 
result — a warranty deed. ‘We are in a tough budget time, and we PRS 7 ae ne Ms 

can’t rely on the state to fund all the needs. 2 RMeyganrey. rite he 

Nonprofit conservation Stewardship and the matches the land trusts are A nasa at en N Mosseeay ty 

organizations (NCO) land acquisition able to raise are a way to stretch the state’s dol- = (RMNVS GRO C17( Saisie NGAIia aah : 
One of the more innovative and popular lars,” Elkin says. “We all need to work together z Ratan \ ea ee Ni ‘ : 

features of the Stewardship Fund is its grants to be creative about how we will reach our con- ~ PR ere 

program for nonprofit conservation organiza- servation goals.” sion. Another major partner in the acquisition 

tions, or land trusts. Wisconsin is home to more “The Stewardship Fund has been instru- is the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage Dis- 
than 50 of these citizen-run organizations, mental in the growth of the land trust move- trict. The district has given the land trust a 

which work in communities across the state to ment across Wisconsin,” agrees John Torinus, $600,000 grant from its Greenseams Program 
protect natural resources. board member of The Nature Conservancy and in exchange for a conservation easement that 

“Land trusts are an excellent community- Ozaukee Washington Land Trust. “Without will prohibit future development of the prop- 
matching public dollars, we would not have erty with only a few exceptions, such as a park- 

this powerful and passionate group of land ing lot and trails. 

" trusts all working to save the most precious “The project simply would not have been pos- 

ee pieces of land and water. Wisconsin is way sible without the Stewardship Fund,” Torinus says. 

— >, out ahead of most other states in terms of The Natural Heritage Land Trust (NHLT), 
Natural Areas 38% Se f saving its best pieces of the natural environ- a leader in protecting natural and agricultural 

a Yes ment. That leadership role could not be done lands in Dane County, has leveraged Steward- 
se eee 0b 4 ithi private dollars alone” ship funding for 17 projects. ce _ with private dollars a’ we Pr uss) i 
State Trails/ ; eS As an example, Torinus cites the Donges Stewardship helps create confidence among, 

Ice Age Trails 16% Bay Gorge Stewardship purchase in summer donors that the project will happen,” says Jim 
Streambank 2008. Stewardship kicked in $2,256,500 for Welsh, executive director of the NHLT. “It helps 

Protection 6% the purchase of 23.1 acres featuring over us tell donors that the state is stepping up to the 

Friends Grants 3% 1,200 feet of Lake Michigan shoreline, a plate...Stewardship backs up all the talk and 

ravine and most of Donges Bay Gorge in makes these projects happen.” 
SSS = Ozaukee County. Among the special places the NHLT has 

based complement to state and local govern- Donges Bay Gorge is a stop on an interna- helped protect using Stewardship dollars are 

ment,” explains Vicki Elkin, policy director for tional migratory flyway, home to 16 uncom- key areas of the Black Earth Creek watershed 
Gathering Waters Conservancy. mon plant species, three plant species that are in and Cherokee Marsh in Madison. Preserving 

“Not only do they provide a way for citi- jeopardy of becoming endangered, and a pair the 990-acre Patrick Marsh Natural Resource 

zens to get involved in conservation, but land of nesting bald eagles named Kurt and Katie Area is an ongoing collaboration among the 

trusts also raise private funds to match state and their offspring. This is the first successful DNR, NHIT, Patrick Marsh Conservancy, 

dollars.” nesting by eagles in southeastern Wisconsin in Dane County and the City of Sun Prairie. The 

Gathering Waters is the nonprofit service over 100 years. Stewardship Fund has provided over $750,000 

center working to strengthen Wisconsin land The Ozaukee Washington Land Trust has in grants to match their fundraising efforts. 
trusts through technical assistance and state- matched the Stewardship grant with three do- Kim Wright, DNR grants manager for the 

wide education. nated properties, which have been designated nonprofit portion of Stewardship, worked for 

“When Gathering Waters started in 1994 as natural areas of significance by the South- The Nature Conservancy when the first Stew- 

8 there were only 12 land trusts in the state,” eastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commis- ardship program was passed into law. “There
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were many more unique lands needing protec- has partnered with the federal Natural Re- tection and management, opening up the joined 

tion than there were organizations with the ca- sources Conservation Service, DNR, the U.S. _ parcels to the public for hunting, hiking, wild- 

pacity to do so, prior to Stewardship,” she Fish and Wildlife Service, Pheasants Forever, life watching and other recreation. 

recalls. She says Stewardship has transformed Blue Mounds Area Project and The Prairie En- “Stewardship is a catalyst that gets these 
local groups of concerned citizens into viable _thusiasts to conserve native prairie communi- _ projects done,” Blodgett says. “For most of 

conservation organizations, deepening a lasting ties. The Thomson Prairie property was these groups, the motivating factor is protecting 

conservation ethic in Wisconsin by making it _ originally approved for high-end residential de- _a special place.” 

possible for people to preserve special places in velopment, but The Nature Conservancy nego- The Stewardship Fund also has been vitally 

their own communities. tiated with the developer and protected the important to the land conservation work of the 

Wright points to the Military Ridge Prairie property. Mississippi Valley Conservancy and its more 

Heritage area as an example of preserving high “One misconception is that the Steward- than 900 members. As a regional, nonprofit 

quality prairie and grassland habitat amid a ship grants program just gives out money, but _ land trust in La Crosse, the MVC has perma- 

viable agriculture community. In 2008, Gover- __ it’s a very planned process often with several _ nently conserved over 7,200 acres of blufflands, 

nor Doyle announced a $405,200 Stewardship _ partner groups,” Wright says. “Conservation is __ prairies, wetlands and streams in the Coulee Re- 

grant to The Nature Conservancy Wisconsinto _a collaborative activity.” gion since its founding in 1997. About 1,600 of 

purchase 153 acres in the Military Ridge Prairie Karen Blodgett, a DNR grants specialist in those acres were funded through Stewardship. 

Heritage area in Iowa County. The funds were the West Central Region, works with nonprofit The MVC works with private landowners 

used to expand Thomson Prairie, part of the groups and points to a partnership among and local communities on voluntary conserva- 

Barneveld Prairie State Natural Area within the Pheasants Forever, Chippewa County, DNR _ tion projects in seven counties along the Missis- 

heart of the Military Ridge Prairie Heritage and other local nonprofit organizations thathas __sippi River. In 2001, the City of La Crosse and 
Area, an extensive grassland landscape sup- _ provided the public with 600 acres of prime the MVC formed a partnership with the state to 

porting a high concentration of prairie and oak hunting land at Hallie Marsh in Chippewa _ protect the scenic and recreational values of an 

savanna remnants. County. eight-mile stretch of blufflands along the Missis- 

The Thomson Prairie Stewardship purchase Using Stewardship funds, private donations _ sippi River. 

represents one of the best opportunities to pro- and federal funds from the North American These landmark blufflands were targeted 

tect grassland birds, such as upland sandpiper Wetlands Conservation Act, the Chippewa Val- for conservation by local citizens in the city’s 

and a rare insect, the red-tailed leafhopper. It ley Chapter of Pheasants Forever over four comprehensive land use plan. Using funding 

will also substantially increase the permanent —_years purchased 520 acres of wetlands, forests from the Stewardship Fund, as well as matching 

grass cover and provide habitat for the stateen- and former agricultural lands between Eau dollars, the partners have protected more than 

dangered regal fritillary butterfly and two plant Claire and Chippewa Falls from private 840 acres, which are open to the public for hik- 

species of special concern — marbleseed and _ landowners. The parcels are adjacent to 80 _ ing, hunting, birdwatching and other recre- 

prairie turnip. acres owned by the DNR that was landlocked, ational and educational uses. Work to preserve 

The Nature Conservancy has helped pro- _ Blodgett recalls. Pheasants Forever then trans- the blufflands is ongoing and as the MVC ac- 

tect 1,823 acres in the Military Ridge area. It ferred its land to the DNR for long-term pro- quires the land, it transfers it to the city for 9
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“Stewardship is a cost effective conservation : hag om lige aS - Re E Cees : ‘ ae 

tool because it leverages matching funds,” says is S ta ed a : 
NR aS at 

Tim Jacobson, executive director of the MVC. ig “It is effective, efficient and protects the natural i me Se Bo a se aoe ape ‘ 

In areas like La Crosse where tourism is a Poe aS ee oe Se eee ae a © 

major economic driver, Jacobson says, preserv- = ep a ee ee sf a 

ing the landscape is critical to success. ee as 

Local units of government So a a ee ae 

They call them LUGs in the grants business. si ere ees feo ee i Ty, . ¥ ci 

Local Units of Government have received more _meuanamummca i Shee. : bs 

than $84.4 million since the beginning of Stew- Sieh iabed ee Sorta ce Na rae 

ardship for land acquisition and development  § Siyaretenniecy ae Se : Pe el 

projects. Equally impressive, these same com- Cite Ere IC eee * 

munities committed over $84.4 million to match © —= agus a 
the public’s investment in these projects. g CA atest SoD rege Se EEE 

nee : B located on the softh <= z 2 as 
This includes protecting more than 14,900 a Sayer Oe a 

acres and grants for more than 765 projects. g Pee ee = —— ra cane 

Stewardship funds, for example, contributed $1 © 2 = = : 

million to establish the Mequon Nature Pre- Xcel Energy and the railroad, a safe access point _include a picnic area with trails, habitat protec- 

serve, a 438-acre natural area within Mequon _wasestablished. The Town of Lafayette was will. __ tion along the shoreline and green space over- 

in Ozaukee County. The partnership involves _ing to take over the area, maintain it and elimi- looking a fishing area. Domer Park houses some 

the City of Mequon, the Ozaukee Washington _ nate the erosion. Xcel Energy agreed to put of the last undeveloped land on the river. 

$50,000 towards area improvement and deed 
the land to the town for $1. The county helped DNR facility development 
construct a safe railroad crossing to the beach ~~ While land purchases often attract the headlines, 

area. one of the most important functions of Steward- 

Te omentersoes < The area today is wheelchair accessible ship is developing, repairing and maintaining 

: and includes a picnic space, restroom and boat _ state property. In fact, one-third of all develop- 

Urban dock. Development work was completed with ment funding for DNR properties comes from 
Green Space 20% == — < : ‘ 

cost sharing through the Stewardship Fund— _ Stewardship. 

Urban Rivers 20% ron SES $149,193 of the total project cost of about Stewardship has been used for everything 

F $306,032. from upgrading bathroom and shower facilities 

uae “Ray’s Beach is an excellent example of __ to creating park entrance centers and providing 

Rights 10% —Saee what can occur when everybody works to- seed money for environmental education at 

gether,” Hessler says. The beach opened in 2007 _ places like Crex Meadows State Wildlife Area, 

and is a model for other Stewardship projects. | Horicon Marsh and the Mead State Wildlife 

ileal Phoenix Park, in the City of Eau Claire, Area. 

Land Trust, Greater Milwaukee Foundation was once a blighted industrial area. It was con- “Stewardship is the bread and butter of our 

and the state. taminated with lead and heavy metals. But today, recreational development program,” says John 

Lavane Hessler, a financial assistance spe- the area has been cleaned up and isa keystone in Hagman, DNR section chief for facilities man- 

cialist in the DNR West Central Region works the economic redevelopment of downtown Eau agement. “It funds the facilities that give people 

with LUGs interested in pursuing Stewardship _Claire. Royal Credit Union built its corporate head- their first and often lasting impressions of our 

funding. She offers three examples of Steward- —_ quarters on half the site, and the rest was developed properties.” 

ship funded projects in her region that have _ as park property. “Because it is a stable fund, we can plan 

changed the face of local communities: Ray’s Visitors find Phoenix Park home to a recre- ahead,” Hagman says. “It gives our property 

Beach, Phoenix Park and Domer Park. ational trail, a shelter, festivals, concerts and a _ managers hope that we will be able to meet some 

Ray’s Beach on Lake Wissota in Chippewa farmers’ market. Part of the Chippewa River _ of their requests and fund critical needs and im- 

County was owned by Xcel Energy, and people Trail passes through it, and Stewardship was in- _ provements. With Stewardship, we can keep the 

were trespassing to get to the beach, crossing a — strumental in funding the project at almost roofs on and expand recreational opportunities 

dangerous railroad track owned by Wisconsin — $500,000 for land acquisition and trails devel- for people. It’s also a matter of health and safety.” 

Central Limited Railroad Company. Erosion opment. Stewardship funds have been used to repair 

was extensive. In 2007, Eau Claire received about $210,000 wastewater treatment plants in areas such as 

Through a wide partnership involving local from Stewardship to match local funds to buy the Peninsula State Park. The Pottawatomie Light- 

1 0 government (the county and Town of Lafayette), _six-acre Domer Park in Eau Claire. The grounds house on Rock Island is the oldest of Door



County's lighthouses. The Stewardship fund pro- _ facilities accessible to all users,” Hagman says. a 
vided nearly $63,000 in matching grants to the © “We spent almost $12 million on park toilet/ 5 

Friends of Rock Island for lighthouse restoration, shower buildings, $8.6 million on park en- oe : 

maintenance and interpretive displays. trance and visitors stations, $6 million on rail- : 

Stewardship funds were used to purchasea _to-trails projects and $13.6 million on new and os ; 

search-and-rescue boat to improve safety on renovated campsites.” , 

Rock Island, and solar lighting to keep Rock Is- From a state parks perspective, Steward- leque u 

land off the grid. Stewardship also was used to _ ship is critical, explains Kimberly Currie, DNR ( aukee 

reinforce the overhead tunnels along the Badger _ section chief for business management for state e 

State Trail. And because of Stewardship, the parks. “The Stewardship program gives us the : Bs ¢ 

DNR was able to open its first new parks in stage for enhancing park amenities,” Currie 

over 40 years — Lakeshore State Park in Mil- says speaking to the acreage purchased through ; 

waukee County and Governor Thompson Park _ the program. 

in Marinette County. “And every stage needs a production and a 

“We have spent about $1.75 million of set,” she says pointing to the park amenities the 

Stewardship money on making our recreation Stewardship Fund provides. 

FOUR WAYS LANDS ARESETASIDE =~ 

Stewardship Fund lands are set aside through outright purchases or fee title 
acquisitions, easements, partnership grants and donations. 

i OUTRIGHT PURCHASES OR must be donated to a qualified con- Program, North American WetlandsAct Plan, an international agreement that 

FEE TITLE ACQUISITION servation organization and must serve —_and Coastal Wetland grants. provides a strategy for the long-term 
Fee title, also sometimes called "fee _ conservation purposes. LWCF is the federal Land and protection of wetland and upland 
simple," is a real estate term that Some landowners turn to conser- — Water Conservation Fund, approved in habitats needed by waterfowl and 
means the type of ownership gives the vation easements because of estate 1964, which created a fund to match other migratory birds in North Amer- 

owner maximum interest in the land, tax benefits. Placing an easement on _grants to states for outdoor recreation _ica. In December 2002, Congress reau- 
entitling the owner to use the property a property generally reduces its fair projects. DNR is the state agency re- thorized the act and expanded its 

in any manner consistent with federal, market value since it restricts future sponsible for administering LWCF — scope to include the conservation of all 
state and local laws and ordinances, development. This reduced value re- funds in Wisconsin. LWCF pays up to habitats and birds associated with wet- 

For example, most homeowners own sults in lower estate taxes, typically 50 percent of approved project costs, up _ land ecosystems. Congress appropri- 
their land in fee title. reduces property value, and may re- 9 $750,000 for acquisition, while de- ated $40.3 million to fund the Act's 

duce their property tax bill. velopment/renovation projects are lim- grants program in fiscal year 2008. I EASEMENTS Th eee aie | 
A fi fe awalinta je easement is attached to the ted to a $400,000 grant maximum. Additional program funding comes 
A ee a : ae Ge property's deed and stays with the The Forest Legacy Program (FLP) from fines, penalties and forfeitures 

=) oe ee ae t "land, meaning that all future landown- js another federal grants program that collected under the Migratory Bird 
and’ the state, “Ocal government OF ers must abide by the restrictions. complements Stewardship. The FLP is Treaty Act of 1918; from federal fuel 
qualified nonprofit conservation organ: designed to identify and protect envi- excise taxes on small gasoline engines 
ization. The agreement places restric- ll LAND DONATIONS : : d 9 id : 

: Fe ‘ ronmentally important private forest- to benefit coastal ecosystem projects; 
tions on the present and future pro- !n Wisconsin, many lands and land ane th ae : F he 

i ‘+ tights are donated each year to land (ands threatened by conversion to and from accrued interest on the fund 
perty uses in an effort to protect its rights are yt f hy : ca 

i : lic N0n-forest uses. No more than 75 per- established under the Federal Aid in 
conservation values. The land remains _ trusts and, to a lesser extent, to publi : a : ; 

i ‘ 4 achio fal ble cent of total payments can be paid by Wildlife Restoration Act. The U.S. Fish 

privately owned and can be lived on, agencies. Stewardship rules enable the federal government for the FLP and Wildlife Service is responsible for 

sold or passed to heirs. Conservation land trusts fo leverage the value i urchases, ck local and private in- the program. : 
easements can be donated or pur donated properties to protect addi- f Le : : i aay 

: : : ‘onal natural areas, “Land trusts can __te"ests must come up with the remain- The National Coastal Wetlands 
chased for a specific period of time or _ tional nai qe incl : : : 
] : land as a match, and it is some- “el Easements may include a variety Conservation Grant Program is another 
in perpetuity. A common easement USE 1 : z : rec 

: - ier to get people to donate °F Property rights but most often re- matching option established in 1990. 
would restrict development on a parcel. times easier to get people to donate ‘ as : 

fend " icki Elkin, Strict development and subdividing. Under the program, the U.S. Fish and 
When a landowner donates a land than money,” says Vicki Elkin, : ie 2 : : 

i fa fit, policy director for Gathering Waters. The North American Wetlands Wildlife Service provides matching 
cd ey ae . ee * Conservation Act provides matching grants for acquiring, restoring or en- 

a ea aa a i ' miFEDERAL GRANTS grants to partnerships to carry out —hancing coastal wetlands. Funding for 

an = s a ee a a One of Stewardship's greatest strengths wetlands conservation projects that _ the program comes from excise taxes 
a a : . ee | ee is attracting a diversity of matching benefit migratory birds and other on fishing equipment and motorboat 
b a a aca . He a © grants. Stewardship uses state funds to _ wildlife. The act was passed, in part, to and small engine fuels. States then 
Hy al iol ee ae - leverage federal dollars through pro- support activities under the North — provide 50 percent of the total project 

© easement must pe Permanent, grams, such as LWCE the Forest Legacy American Waterfowl Management — costs.
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we want people to get out and use them, enjoy ® te fi yf r : Py 

them and understand what activities they can f Sy _S - : ‘ tia s 

do on them,” says Elizabeth Kluesner, Nature is j a ig i 4 A oe y- 

Our Business project coordinator. “They’re not / , A > CC a ie 
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The DNR has put its ingenuity to the test 7 ‘ J dy ‘Sar ee 
by trying to attract diverse groups of people— ¢ on AP > e 

including diversity of age, ethnicity, economic a 4 s af 

status and mobility capacities—to state lands. Oe 

Kluesner says these efforts are essential and, i Pa 

since everybody’s tax dollars pay for these lands, = 

they should offer something for everybody. é 

Bruce Neeb, DNR government outreach - 

team supervisor in Eau Claire, leads programs 

to underwrite costs of community projects and ; 

often works with Stewardship funds. Neeb says : 

his biggest challenge with Stewardship dollars is = 

making sure all the desired recreational oppor- . 2 es 

tunities are available. 9 J 4, NAAYKTINGY -—_, = 

“We've got a lot of different publics that j I LOL Vf > - 

are looking for access to outdoor recreational fy er ee, 3 

opportunities, and we try to balance those,” he 7 ee ee ana 

says. “[The renewal] created an assumption tA Vie Ge | (. @) b : 

that Stewardship acquired lands would be avail- b 2 petal ee gett bg baat a 

able for some basic uses — hunting, fishing, rie ae a 
: itn, ee ee ; | a one $ : cross-country skiing. ree e eet aie f | 
Regardless of what activities appeal to each be oe ay Tm cule 4 4 d 

individual or family, a primary goal of the pro- enn = me F ae | 4 

gram is providing Stewardship lands close —— H 7 

enough to “make sure you don’t have to own / : ey 

your own property to go out and enjoy nature,” el r ¥ if : 4 

Neeb says. Papa : _ The Kettle Moraine 

These initiatives will likely benefit urban ean ti i : fi Natural > " 
ulations, whose densely populated commu- eit ee Aon i Associatiog Used " BOP ee ne ae Y Pop Po eS ee Oe: i z i Stewardship dolla 

nities and lower income levels often prevent 5 oe ag to resi bem a 

them from experiencing the outdoors. 5 se os . at the Kettle Moraing 
In fact, Neeb says that projects that ac-_ = aaa i s f pooushes Unit. af 

knowledge diversity of usage, income and pop- 4 a & —_- i = f cs = 
ulation are more likely to be granted Stewardship 

dollars. Additional points are given to commu- tional tourist attractions are pricey,” Steward- He says minority populations in the area 

nities with populations of 50,000, 200,000 and ship lands provide free recreation that “fami- increased because of available jobs and 

500,000 people. Also, projects in counties lies can enjoy every week if they want to,” he churches that sponsored families, many of them 

where the population has a faster growth rate says. Hmong. Buchholz says increased mobility for 

are awarded extra points. And, it seems to be working. James Buch- _ these populations due to purchasing cars for 

“Virtually anywhere in Wisconsin, urban, holz, superintendent at Kohler-Andrae State jobs, coupled with the close proximity of 

rural, north or south, you can get to Steward- Park in Sheboygan, says he has seen a large in- Kohler-Andrae, is probably responsible for in- 

ship funded land quickly,” Kluesner says. crease in ethnic diversity at the park over the creased minority visits to the park. 

1 2 Neeb points out that while “more conven- course of 20 years. Eileen Hocker, a diversity coordinator with



the DNR Bureau of Law Enforcement, works gaan Me we O72 AS yi a eae 

closely with Hmong and thinks that population aA e : a = 5 i - % Loin cen m= 

will benefit the most from Stewardship lands ae ; , : eee ree Tr Ser tr) ees 
that allow access to hunting, a prominent part | cae ee a Se B Ory atin lle 

of their culture. ae : > ae BS a houses a popular S 

“{Stewardship lands] are going to be big for rose ee Tog ee 3 Loa ee if 
that community because it’s hard for many of a “ts S es ; ry vee, a al sel ie cM thee a 

them to know which lands are public,” she says. ar <4 Ci ee erry on apy the aegis Sa 

“They’re hoping that with all this publicity : . ee es mee. ay 2 Eg TEs oe 

about Stewardship lands, everyone will know, — fe ae YT 2 tate Parks = Pia 

which tracts are free and open and where they Pn mt So, fe a 

can hunt and know that they’re welcome.” 2 2 ee . CONE a ae = ar ask s 

The Hank Aaron Trail that connects Mil- ’ ~ = ' SSAA Seale oe a yi ee 

waukee’s Miller Park Stadium to the Lake Michi- I ce 2 5 x Fi .) PANMAL TRACKS a 

gan lakefront, “runs along the most densely eae aa ' ) ‘S SA : 

populated and most racially diverse census dis- 5 7 ae y j 4 e a8. 

tricts in the state,” says Melissa Cook, DNR a \ BS TID TE 

park and recreational specialist in the Southeast a a — = Bake ‘ y p 

Region. ri , Le i eB ee ALLO -—— 

Cook has noticed that many of the paths in mI a ales “@ N 
: A j a WA . 

nearby neighborhoods are worn down where \ cick Ake iy : 

people are walking to the trail, and the trail al- S i Bees Ma Bah, 

lows people to bike to work and downtown in- i R e EL ij \ ES ay 

stead of driving. Some users receive health ae eR é > a 3 

insurance benefits because they are exercising and ee E F yt . a 

the trail provides an attractive alternative for Se é Ke pepe ges 

people who can’t afford a health club membership. Zi : a 2 ——_~ = 

“Some businesses that are close to the trail F Hn lies atl ai 

have started a health work group within the of- | 1 : we . - res ae 

fice setting ... Programs that encourage people Z 5 ge ae on oe A eee 

to walk at lunch time or to walk before or after ‘ By PES ORE TRE LO i yl | i wets 

work sort of rolled into a health awareness pro- a < . . bs } 

gram,” Cook says. z ‘ : Aa <Q 

3 i x me a 

Beyond the urban walls S eo : nae die 
Stewardship projects also aim to attract racially Parks Friends groups. “Through the Lakeshore back when they have transportation of their 
and economically diverse groups of kids to the State Park, the Friends are trying to create a own later.” 

lands. “Our population is getting more diverse gateway to natural resources and teach kids However, Carrie Morgan, who coordinates 

in this state. In the future, the people who are about what is out there, what it means to be in- _ natural resources educational opportunities for 

going to grow up and take care of this land volved in nature.” kids for the DNR, thinks the growing cost of 

aren’t all going to be white, and they’re not all Zurlo-Cuva says the Friends have added _ transportation is a problem. She hopes that 

going to have rural experience,” Hocker says. park amenities including benches and signs in _ funding can be found to supplement the cost of 

“They’re going to grow up in cities or densely an effort to attract Milwaukee youth. Annually, busing so kids can come out on field trips. 

populated suburbs.” $250,000 is available for Friends groups with a 

Therefore, she says, it’s imperative to get 50 percent match required. Back to the basics 

children from minority populations to care Cook says 10 Milwaukee schools are par- _ Getting a diverse group of kids outdoors is chal- 
about state lands so they are inspired to take ticipating in an art program to decorate the _lenging given television, cell phones and com- 

care of them when they become adults. Hank Aaron Trail. The Friends group is spon- _ puters. 

Kluesner notes that the minority children of soring bike camps where kids from nearby “T think one of the things we talk about fre- 

Wisconsin, who tend to live in urban settings, schools can learn about bike safety. Cook hopes —_ quently with respect to Stewardship, is how can 

need these lands because they have few other to use Stewardship dollars in the future to fur- families get back to basics?” Kluesner says. 

opportunities to enjoy the outdoors. ther link the adjacent neighborhoods to the trails  “There’s that time to just be in the outdoors 

“An urban kid who just sees concrete needs and make the river more accessible via ramps without structure, without pressure, without 

to be able to get to an outdoor space and feel that make it easy to get down to the river. other technology. It’s important in fighting 

that different kind of experience,” she says. In addition to the Hank Aaron Trail, Kohler- _ childhood obesity, it’s important for fighting at- 

But it’s going to be a challenge. Andrae has attracted a lot of Milwaukee’s urban _ tention deficit disorder. [It’s important] for kids 

“There is one study that shows that a lot of youth. having an appreciation of the outdoors and 

the youth in Milwaukee have never seen Lake “Quite a few school groups are bused here _ bringing that into their adult lives.” 

Michigan,” says Kate Zurlo-Cuva, a DNR staff from the inner city Milwaukee area,” Buchholz That point is exactly what Richard Louy 

specialist who has worked closely with the State says. “I think that encourages them to come _ highlights in his book, Last Child in the Woods. 
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Louv argues that today’s youth have replaced about the outdoors. B 

nature with technology, which is largely re- “(At the zoo], they often have little stations 

sponsible for depression, attention disorders along the way where you can stick your hands “This program unites 

and obesity. in boxes, or you can flip lids and look in,” she politicians of both parties and 

“Yet, at the very moment that the bond is says. “I think those kinds of things would en- people of all walks of life, from 

breaking between the young and the natural gage kids a little bit better than just some flat hunters and anglers to outdoor 

world, a growing body of research links our panel.” ws oe 
mental, physical and spiritual health directly to oe adeaBhat wisond ga ihe 

our association with nature — in positive Access for all abilities fundamental part of our values 

ways,” he writes. Stewardship funds also are useful for making the as Wisconsinites. It was the 

Moreover, he adds that if children don’t outdoors accessible for people to ensure that vision of my father and of for- 

connect to the outdoors, they won’t be moti- their nature enthusiasm is met. mer Republican Governor 

vated to take care of its withering state when Andrew Janicki, DNR accessibility coordi- Warren Knowles to create a 

they’re adults. “How the young respond to nator, hopes to use Stewardship funds to en- ey by Se aed A: 

nature, and how they raise their own children, hance the outdoor experience for people with EN ch wae fe of 

will shape the configurations and conditions of disabilities. He suggests that state parks can _ : 

our cities, homes — our daily lives,” Louv make trails accessible by compacting dirt, or ° Tia Nelson 

writes. adding crushed limestone or granite. While it ee Se Bee Is 

Zurlo-Cuva says the Friends groups tend to doesn’t have to be paved, these materials are and daughter of late Ce 

highlight education in their projects. compact enough that wheelchairs can easily roll Gaylord Nelson 

an: _ rpc gece across them. Visit dor. 
GEES Sie RTE a I ea wi.gov/org/land/parks/ 

Se Pe eee aoe i Ee, 4 ~~ _ access/actrails.html. eae j 
SESE A worreay 3 , 4 “ig Water accessibil. the Wisconsin state parks properties. 

tation, Race ge ‘ at ‘ ity i iorit 

ee i a os ae fe $ 35 : : ee a Creating a healthy economy 
a z Be wai ‘omick., ¥ tablishing some ac- More than just nature benefits, Stewardship 

2 a a eee cessible canoe camp- lands boost the economy of the communities 

3 ; : 5, Rites AcParticon Sere, | (HEY inhabit. According to a 2002 study, state 

. : iy Fe Park, a plastic grid sys- park visitors spend over $500 million a year in 

: oy ‘ ae . ; ; : faenein he works .o the communities surrounding their outdoor des- 

Nee , i 4 EN ye ; . run along the beach, tinations. A significant chunk of this income 

ites | es creating a trail thata Comes from the pockets of out of town visitors. 

Ce ea et ‘ee > SO wheelchair can easily “Tf you are a community that’s looking to at- 

ae ‘ . Close. tract businesses, the fact that you have public 

ae 3 om ~ f NWhitedch Dunes lands that are easily accessible for employees can 

a nm © SS . inte Dark andiKonler a es ea ee why a business would want 

; ee See Nudie cick: hasta 0 locate there,” Kluesner says. 

’ rl — > SS esc hawheclchai vith While the parks have attracted tourists, the 

4 SSE _. balloon-like tires that tourists have attracted environmentally con- 

: \ Bip ii ean Seem = cantrekthrough sand,  S10uS businesses. : ‘ 
: ae eo Ttesddit one toot Travel Green Wisconsin, a program that cer- 

: . a beach, people with tifies businesses committed to conservation, has 

High Cliff State Park in Sherwood features a reservoir known as the mobility impairments several pace businesses anecommupties Sur 
Butterfly Pond. A path, the 1.5-mile Butterfly Pond Trail, provides a safe can reserve a night in rounding Stewardship lands. 
recreational area for those with mobility concerns. Several accessible Kohler Mndiae sew “The data and information that we have 

parking stalls are provided adjacent to the trail. accessible cabin, par- about people who are taking outdoors vacations 

Some educational attractions that Friends tially funded by Stewardship dollars. The cabin °F day trips is that they Want to spend their 

groups built with Stewardship dollars include is available between May and October, but due MOney at a P' lace that is in line with their values 

the Tamarack Trail signage at Kettle Moraine to its popularity, reservations will probably related to the outdoors,” Kluesner says. : 

State Forest, an amphitheater at Whitefish have to be made far in advance. : Will Christianson, outreach coordinator 
Dunes State Park and a solarium at the Richard Buchholz says one family told him that the with the Wisconsin Department of Tourism, 
Bong State Recreation Area. cabin allowed their son to use a faucet for the  28tees. “I'm sure it’s a symbiotic relationship,” 

Zurlo-Cuva highlights an outdoor ship- first time in his life. The cabin faucet’s height is he says. “When they sce and TECOPMIZE, [the 

wreck exhibit at Whitefish Dunes State Park. adjusted to be within reach for people in Travel Green Wisconsin logo] in. other busi- 

“Tt encompasses the mission of the Stewardship wheelchairs. “It’s giving people who visit here nesses...they know that its a business that’s in- 
program by getting people outdoors and learn- more ideas,” Buchholz says, “for what they terested in preserving and Sustaining the natural 
ing at the same time,” she says. could do with their own homes.” resources that make Wisconsin unique,” e 

Morgan thinks adding hands-on attractions Janicki says he will look into building more Taos Wittdl onion) upbrmipuh Wisconsin 

1 4 would be a step forward in getting kids excited accessible cabins to complement the seven in _‘Natural Resources magazine.
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: owned by the state and WE runs through the land.” 

i : Energies and protects thou- Cassville Bluffs SNA in Grant County is an- 

sands of acres of pine bar- other successful partnership between the DNR 

: rens, and the 7,784-acre and a land trust. With Stewardship funding, the 

: Bibon Swamp SNA in Bay- SNA Program and Mississippi Valley Conser- 

Sh ee : ~ aie field County, which is home vancy purchased a 244-acre forest and prairie 

: : 2) Rp to rare orchids. landscape on a bluff towering over the Missis- 

3 ) S “We can preserve places sippi River, Parts of Bark Bay Slough, Lost Creek 

: ed that are near and dear to Bog, and Port Wing Boreal Forest SNAs in Bay- 

: P Vi the hearts of Wisconsin res- field County were purchased through Steward- 

: i Linas is idents and visitors, such as ship and are widely used by migrating birds. 

ue the Dells of the Wisconsin 
| a 1 Ws ie River State Natural Area Te AAD LAE 

acta et Pe with its sandstone cliffs, at Moonlight Bay 

—o i oo Sen 2 pine trees and rare plants,” Bedrock Beach State 
pie ae f ‘ - A on ‘ explains Thomas Meyer, a ee aca es alae 

Protect Speci 5 sees ol Ni conservation biologist with ee ee ‘ba ee: 
eo ane f p Se edrock beach, which 

ieee ieee nec é a | the SNA Program. er eae 
: . ad Be. a Es se “We are buying high Ciena aad Cs : Ree ves 
a ee Aa. “Vh quality natural areas,” adds on Lake Mechigan Bre = =i 

- .' z ts Ss ' ny Mark Martin, another SNA ee et ee * 

. 7. i <— * j program conservation biol- % Coe = ot <= os = 

‘ i aad , cae y < ogist. “They are not all large g cS a ao ee a 

* ie iN . parcels. Some are small proj- — essere a ett S 

. ‘i : Ni ; ects that provide rare habitat 2 = ee i} oe ge as oon 3 eaee = (ee ae ya 
A . for endangered species. 2 ee Fe het IE pe 

. z ? ' Both Meyer and Mar. * = Sikcaieicielss ae Ses eee 
—— : tin point to the Plainfield Water is a common thread that runs through 

- 4 ‘ Tunnel Channel Lakes SNA many SNAs. Moose Lake SNA, 1,113 acres in 

— 4 : Pee in Waushara County as an Iron County, is funded with Stewardship dollars, 

4 — 7 7 Ya example of a snippet of and features a lake containing a classic North- 
4 a (Oxytropis land that is critical to the woods Wisconsin fishery surrounded by old- 

, fi Vole RS a health of one of our rarest growth forest. About 105 acres of the Moon- 
» " ( hei a ae plants. This 123-acre SNA light Bay Bedrock Beach SNA in Door County 

¥ Ges = is home to Fassett’s loco- was purchased using Stewardship in 1990-91 for 

F # ® = weed, a federally threat- $615,000. The area protects more than three- 

i ened member of the bean quarters of a mile of Lake Michigan shoreline 

owe much to Wisconsin’s family that is endemic to Wisconsin and occurs and a boreal forest along the Door Peninsula’s 

early conservationists — people only on the fluctuating shorelines of five lakes northeastern coast. And Stewardship purchased 

like Aldo Leopold and plant in central and northwestern Wisconsin. 1,400 acres of the Tomahawk River Pines SNA 

ecologist John Curtis — who Among his favorite preserves, Meyer cites in Oneida County from the Board of Commis- 

recognized the importance of natural areas and Quincy Bluff and Wetlands SNA, which is a sioners of Public Lands. This area features sev- 

the consequences of their loss. Under their guid- great partnership project between DNR and eral undisturbed stands of large red pines along 

ance, the first state-sponsored natural area pro- The Nature Conservancy-Wisconsin Chapter a wild and undeveloped reach of the Tomahawk 

tection program in the nation was formed in that protects a huge block of wetlands, forest River upstream of the Willow Flowage. Its tall 

1951 as the State Board for the Preservation of and barrens in the bed of former Glacial Lake trees and isolated nature provide excellent nest- 

Scientific Areas and has evolved into the State Wisconsin in Adams County. “The sandstone ing sites for bald eagles and osprey. 

Natural Areas (SNA) program within the buttes rising above the lowland are really in- The Natural Resources Foundation has 

DNR’s Bureau of Endangered Resources. credible,” Meyer says. “The Stewardship Fund adopted the SNA program as one of its keystone 

Today, the SNA program, a partnership helped rescue this wonderful landscape from projects and works to raise awareness of the 

with several other agencies and private land being converted to cranberry beds.” program. The Foundation has developed a con- 

trusts, has 560 sites in its statewide system of About $680,000 in Stewardship funding servation endowment fund for natural areas 

nature preserves. Stewardship has provided was used to purchase 224 acres that became the management, which includes tackling invasive 

funding to acquire 36,200 acres at 102 of these Skunk and Foster Lakes SNA in 2003. This species, such as garlic mustard, restoration work, 

sites. Using Stewardship, the state can purchase property was Gov. Jim Doyle’s first Steward- such as planting prairies and long-term man- 

SNA acreage that represents the best examples ship approval as governor. “The area has deep agement such as prescribed burns. 

of our natural landscape, such as Spread Eagle lakes that would have been developed other- “These are legacy places that speak to what 

Barrens SNA in Florence County, which is co- wise,” Martin explains. “And the Ice Age Trail Wisconsin was once like.” Meyer says. 4
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Creating a forest legacy 
etween 1997 and 2002, about 94 percent of Wisconsin's private indus- An example of such an agreement is the Wolf River Forest Legacy 
trial forestlands, or about one million acres, changed hands. Some of Project. In October 2005, the Plum Creek Timber Company, a real estate 

these lands were later subdivided into small parcels and re-sold— investment trust, announced that more than 18,500 acres of property 
putting forest industry jobs, wildlife habitat and public access at risk. near the Wolf River in eastern Langlade County would be permanently 

The economics of land valuation is the culprit. Land is worth more as conserved through an easement with the state. The Wolf River area is 

development property than as working forestland, and some companies _ important to those who use the land for hunting, fishing, hiking, bird 
are paying down their debts by selling off this land — often in smaller watching and other outdoor activities. 

parcels, explains Rich LaValley, a DNR forest tax law field manager in State easement acquisition took place over two years. Approximately 
Tomahawk. 10,700 acres were purchased in 2005 and about 7,800 acres were 

Although the state has been able to purchased in the second phase in 2006. 

acquire conservation easements on over “f+ The area includes frontage on the banks 

110,000 acres of these industrial forestlands, pq of Nine Mile Creek and the Lily River, Tyra 
the rest of the 920,000 acres have no such ete (Se Lake and a six-mile segment of the Ice 
easements that keep these lands in private a a ee ates ake Zo eed Age Trail. 

hands and sustain public access for future me oe a “There is a growing interest in recrea- 

generations. Ce a tional trails and the need to secure linear 

“Stewardship maintains forest health ee ae oa oe eke corridors and links to build a trail network 

and vigor for future generations,” says Bob ie ins ae jr 2 $e to meet the needs of a wide range of recrea- 

Mather, DNR bureau director for forestry Pi a aoe ae -e = tional trail users,” LaValley says. “Many of 

management. “In forestry, size does matter.” ren eee a - Pe ; the companies | work with are interested 
: i Wetlands State = os 5 - ee - i 

Bigger tracts are easier to manage and Natural Area in’ Ee Bae : in providing public recreation such as 

provide greater benefits for wildlife and Ur ernie | a Ny 5 snowmobile and cross-country ski trails.” 

watershed quality. A goal of the forestry pro- Oona 2 pe ‘ The Baraboo Hills Forest Legacy Area 
gram has been to reduce fragmentation and = | Meu cag 77 ie. e i, == is an example of a different kind of pro- 
ease costs to society. When cabins and homes @ naa aa eee @=; ject that involved several small landown- 
are built into the forestland, fragmented < Pht ag pg cece, me Crs who, along with the public, benefited 
parcels create greater demand for rural serv- 2 f f 2s i A Ce from Stewardship and the Forest Legacy 
ices and infrastructure like roads and utility 2 Bic [ee ~~ —CPrrogram. The Baraboo Hills project began 
corridors, and police and fire services. = : in 2003 and was completed in 2007. The 

Preserving large tracts of forestland and keeping them in produc- bluffs are composed of the largest surface deposit of quartzite in the 

tion is equally important to the state's timber industry, Mather says, as Midwest, and thus as both a landform and mineral lode, have signifi- 

these lands provide both economic and environmental benefits to the | cance. Agreements were reached with 16 property owners to buy con- 

people of Wisconsin. Working forests are lands that are managed sus- _ servation easements on approximately 1,000 acres of forestland in the 
tainably for the long term with harvesting and planting, and protecting Baraboo Hills. 

endangered resources and water quality. The timber company may do The easements were negotiated through the Forest Legacy Program, 

the harvesting and planting, but it is monitored by the state to comply _ 2 partnership between the DNR and U.S. Forest Service. 
with the property management plan and compatible with forest man- Conservation easements ensure that these privately owned envi- 

agement law. ronmentally important forestlands are protected from non-forest uses, 

“Because of the Stewardship Fund,” LaValley says, “the state has such as commercial development. At the same time, landowners have 

been able to purchase easements on these large tracts of landto keep _ the ability to use, manage, benefit from, and enjoy their property. 
them intact. The state buys the development rights and public access so “Acquisition of easements from a grouping of smaller landowners, 
the land will not be developed and will remain open for recreation combined with a wide variety of other conservation efforts in the area, 

forever. In most cases the company still owns the land and manages it _will help protect the long-term conservation and forest production 
under a long-term forest management plan.” values of the Baraboo Hills,” Mather says. 
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J ae 

Be G | 
& Bg Ree ort of 

Sometime around 1960, a few jist Gees 0 gs ces it. Except for a couple of un- 

anglers who fished a state to Pe) a ye 8 derwater humps along the 

the south ended their trip to a eis, pa eee : z 5 lake’s north shore, I had 

northern Wisconsin lake by z : ; a yee he z found very little fish-concen- 

emptying their bait bucket — il- . aye eer ee \ ‘ trating structure on the lake. 
legally — into the water. In ay yi So bag ; § The bottom profile is most- 
succeeding years, other fisher- : Z ; Zly like a shallow soup bowl, 
men did likewise. 1 ‘ a sloping gently down to 

The bait, crayfish native to : J s a maximum of 25 feet. I de- 

streams in the Ohio River val- ee pended on the cabbage weeds, 

ley, drifted to the bottom and 8 more specifically the weed 
dispersed. In this way, biolo- | edges, to find fish. 
gists believe, rusty crayfish — ee a 8 Now the crayfish had 
(Orconectes rusticus) got a skit- | 3) ; on a : 5 cleared out the weeds — not 
tering foothold in the state’s oe Pete Cee ro Loe ae € just the big bed off our cot- 
waters. As they became abun- | yest ce ee & tage but also a deeper-water 
dant, they probably spread far- | MELA oo 2 patch out beyond the north 

Elem eraser (CCC ELI Clete) i wi 
ther as people harvested them, FRR Rr i ysun arava: 2 shore humps, another good 
used them and sold them to Beier i cc ruiiaucue : Z place for walleyes and for 

bait shops. OA aia s — z nice-sized perch. Here, along 
Rusticus now live in lakes =o 3 the edge at midday, Todd 

and streams throughout the se =e . << 8 and I would catch perch on 
state, including Lake Michigan [ee ey : “: i ° fathead minnows, offered on 
and many of its tributaries. In : “plain hook-and-split-shot 
some spots, they take over completely. snorkeled among pencil reeds ina shal- _ rigs, fished straight down. 

Rusties are extremely aggressive _ low bay. When my eye caught a slender, So reliable were the perch that one 

and have huge appetites. They do the | white shape on the bottom, I reached _ afternoon, toward the end of a vacation, 
most damage by eating water plants. down to get it — a walleye skeleton, when Noelle announced we had no 
“The way I describe what rusty crayfish picked utterly clean, head to tail.One meat in the icebox, Todd and I volun- 

do, they are underwater lawnmowers,” _ word captures the sensation: chilling. teered, fully confident, to catch dinner. 

says Jeff Maxted, an invasive species re- I knew from the start that there were And we did. Now the weeds and the 

search specialist with the University of _ rusties in our favorite vacation lake in perch were no more. 
Wisconsin Center for Limnology in east central Oneida County. I would see That first year back, I poked and 

uadheni, them beside the pier at night, my flash- probed around the lake like a man 

: They are Se arnees cater) They light beam revealing the large, tust-col- wearing a blindfold, the spots I knew 
ee tec Se ee ae pe barren; my favorite tactics useless. 

most of it float away, and of (oars it isiting i oy t lati ao an us ponent aineet : ee : NSU My , the rusty population surely came back in the vicious pliers- 
dies. So the native plant beds disappear _ didn’t seem to change. Our son, Todd, He of a craviich 

as a result.” would entertain himself by putting on a e f I oes: t float. 

The crayfish also eat bottom- swimmask, chasing crayfish withasmall . ey ie ee =e - 

dwelling insects like mayflies, stoneflies net, and depositing them in a bucket on alg oa aye eee -< : 

and midges, normally food for young __ the pier. (I confess to, on occasion, coax- Cielega amon aumere, now and t es : 

game fish. They outcompete native cray- ing a shriek from wife Noelle or daughter Doe a late mouth bass. Ht easy 
fish for food which forces them out from Sonya by tossing a crayfish into the water gall mS much so that Gerpie allie 

under rocks, exposing the native cray- _ beside them as they swam.) good times the lake had given us, all the 

fish to predator fish. Against rusties, the Butsdddenly, tie wishes overcame memories, the pictures, the stories, the 

natives have no chance. whatever equilibrium had held them traditions, I wondered: should we keep 

Rusties also reproduce rapidly — _ pack, When we arrived in 2000, after our coming back? Had Orconectes rusticus 

one female can lay nearly 600 eggs ata —_ two-year absence, their population had ruined the lake? 
time. It’s easy to see why they cantake —_ exploded. To explore the shallows with a a 
over, and when they do, it’s not pretty. flashlight after dark was to risk a case of  Rusticus don’t take over every lake to 

& the willies: for each square foot of bot- _ which they are introduced, says Steve 

I first saw Orconectes rusticus while va- | tom in our swimming area, a crayfish, or McComas, biologist and owner of Blue 

cationing in 1985 on Vilas County’s two or three, prowled along, outsized Waters Science, a fish and lake manage- 

Presque Isle Lake. They darted asideasI _ pinchers held forward. ment business in St. Paul, Minn. 
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“It’s a question of habitat,” says Mc- _If I tried, the hook or jig came back cov- _ away and cast again. 
Comas, who has worked on rusty cray- ered with a musky-scented, greenish- Several tries later, my graphite rod 
fish problems with Wisconsin lake asso- _ black glob, sometimes with a crayfish transmitted to my hand a subtle tap, 
ciations. “Rusties don’t burrow. They _ besides. A crankbait or spinner would _ tap. I snapped the tip back and soon 
need to hide under rocks to do well.Ina | encounter, many times, a clump of __ reeled in a walleye, which reached just 
lake with a mucky or peaty bottom, algae suspended in neutral buoyancy, __ past the 15-inch mark on my tape mea- 

they might be present but neverbecome _ and return hopelessly fouled. sure — legal size. I caught one more 

dominant.” Since I wasn’t about to give up fish- keeper, and a few smaller ones, before 

But ona rock, rubble and gravel bot- _ ing, there was nothing to do but try to _ dark descended. As the week went on, I 

tom, as in our lake, they are trouble. _ adapt. Exploring carefully one evening, _ picked up a few more walleyes, and my 

“They can maintain a slow-growing, _| found a fairly steep dropoff betweena _ family enjoyed the filets, shaken in flour 
sustaining population for a while,” Mc- | sunken gravel bar and pencil reeds _and cornmeal and pan-fried in butter. 

Comas says. “But when the population along the lake’s northeast shore. The _ The lake still held fish. All was not lost, 

hits a certain threshold, they'll go expo- contour of the hard bottom there though! still couldn’t find the perch. 
nential, until they run out of food to eat formed what anglers call an inside Then one evening, while working 

or something starts eating them.” my new favorite spot, I hooked 

@ a a fish that didn’t hold deep the 

Our lake lies a few miles outside | ae 2h PW ee nod wey, walleyes do, instead dart- 

the tourist madness of Minoc- = Wi Py Tera mg 10 heed ae ae ie 
qua-Woodruff and Lake Toma- # : : Yi bi a aha a ae ae ee a 

hawk. Our weeks there are bless- dying fish and pick their bones cn zooe tit on ; cat Zo 

edly quiet, especially once the agian tee cee eee 
eel Ce i vs Pe a Nae EUG and bright red eyes said it all: 

aren’t many of them) home on r Fae a) Trappers can reduce the smallmouth bass. 
y. A kN Pe density of crayfish but they are 

Sunday CS Tall maples and nl M. CN ACOR cele Cm Um Ie ey : a 
birches shade our cottage deck,a BN om Ra % AS Redirects A rusticus domination isn’t usu- 
perfect place to rest on a chair oe" a GE s CANS ec Mla ally permanent, McComas ob- 

with a book and a cold drink. = oe Sent i bs serves. “It’s the ee invasive 

As many as half a dozen ie Seer species pattern,” he says. “You 

loons fish the lake, and they : S (oe mi ae an ee that’s ay well 
come closer to our pier and to ae Wa fs suited to the conditions. Be- 
our boat than is typical. With —a NA ae there is ie a because 
binoculars we can spy on a bald YN | Ca there isn’t much of a predator 

eagle perched in a white ae | ote i base, the population ae 
pine across the water, or watch ee ee we “That's how it is with rusty 
him soar over the lake toward A; a crayfish. But eventually the 

evening. Each afternoon, painted D ! A ecosystem can’t sustain that 

turtles sun themselves on logs in Fits a. high population density. And 
a back bay we visit by paddle- Fg eZ, This, so it comes to an equilibrium. 

boat or canoe. The kids always re ON a Eventually, natural forces catch 

counted the days until our yearly i i Zup, and the population stabi- 

trips, and Noelle and I did, too. y g lizes ata lower density.” 
The cottage owners had become 2 Once they've taken out all 
our friends. It was hard to imag- z the weedbeds, the crayfish can 
ine a better place to spend a become food-limited, McCo- 

Northwoods a So, aaa of rusti- _ turn, generally a good walleye spot. mas says. In addition, fish begin to prey 

cus, we kept returning. Knowing I had to fish deep but stay on them — although that takes time. 
Our second summer back, things _ off the bottom, I dug into my tackle box “Because rusty crayfish don’t burrow,” 

looked worse than the year before. The _ and tied on a floating jighead. With my says McComas, “their behavior evolved 
nutrients in the water that once fed the  needle-nose I squeezed a split shot to _ so that when threatened, they take up a 

cabbage weeds had to go somewhere, the line a foot and a half above the jig. | defensive posture. Native crayfish, 

and that was into filamentous algae. It Baiting the jig with a leech, I cast it out when a fish comes by, will scurry away, 

lay all over the bottom — fibrous clouds __ and, bit by bit, drew it back. WhenI _ but rusties will stand and fight. 
of it, several inches thick in some places. _ lifted it from the water, algae covered “Because their pinchers are a little 

Now it wasn’t just difficult, it was the sinker, but the jig stayed clear. _ bigger than those of the native crayfish, 
impossible to fish a bait on the bottom. Pleased with myself, I pulled the clump _ that is a little bit scary to the fish, and 
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ie 

they leave them alone. So for a long y As rusty crayfish denuded 

time, fish are wary of the crayfish. They ve oo ae ne 5 

don’t know how to eat them. Eventual- s af a a di Aa of a - aa aw 

ly, and it’s hard to say how long it will 7 smallmouth bass have 

take, the perch, bass and walleyes learn _~ : . y } ‘ j y replaced walleye as the 

to eat the crayfish. It takes years for that eS ay 1 nh eee ar dentine 

to kick in, but when it does, thereis [| eI . ©\ vary naturally as cover and 
some natural control.” portion [’ / | ~~ food supplies change. 

Surprisingly, the best predators on — rd) " 4 snes Tee 
rusties include yellow perch. “Perch ale bd | Gag < neighborhood” as their 

feed on the smaller crayfish — up to come | f BZ eptimbers build and die off. 

about one inch long,” McComas says. pore me. (| ae ee ae 7 

“Smallmouth bass are good predators, |.” i : a em 

too, but yellow perch by far outnumber “ : é 3 — “@ “ey mee 

bass in most lakes, and they’re pretty | 7 y | el ; \s 5 eg 

efficient predators.” : we ee ES egg oe ~4 

The third summer after the rusticus ex- 8 a ee Sr pal | NY ‘ cy é i = = 

plosion, there were signs the fish were 2 NO aed aA > ee ee 
beginning to take charge. At night on A deed 7 Eo sis ee £ =; : 

the pier, my flashlight caught far fewer jing but th ee TshiG 5 LEAN Ie 

crayfish than I had seen in recent times. cea 7 ne. i pee - tego eiustor. It Pinte pers 
Unfortunately, algae still fouled the nou : Senne ee es poe wontbe aoa Me eee on: 

lake bottom, rusticus still intercepted age coeds iceting at ee trol. It’s a matter of setting the traps, 
= i i near shore — markers for crayfish traps. utting in the time, keeping after it. 

my jigs, and the walleyes still were P e Bn 7 CCPe 

hard to find. When my inside turn in a Cen Volunteers can eek 
the northeast corner produced nothing, The latest research shows that the most burned out. You cam hire porneone todo 

[turned to the sunken humps along the effective control for rusty crayfish is a ty but that ec fairly costly. Either way, 
north shore. Floating jigheads, slip-bob- combination of fish predation and in- _ it requires a significant level of effort. 

bering, vertical jigging above the bot- tensive trapping. The best evidence for The trappers have to go out every day 
tom — nothing worked. this approach is the Sparkling Lake pro- Of every other day. You need a lot of 

Then, on the bright evening of our ject in Vilas County. traps to be effective. ti a lake with a 

last day at the cottage, Todd and I tried There along-term study, funded by great deal of rusty crayfish habitat, you 
the humps again, vertical jigging while the National Science Foundation and _ probably want 20 to 30 traps per acre. 

drifting on a gentle breeze blowing to- being Uae ot then you have to re-bait and reset fe 
ward shore. When Todd reported a Wisconsin Center for Limnology, has _ traps. And you have to find Soa, 
hard strike, I tossed the anchor over- dramatically reduced the crayfish popu- _ t© [sell or] dispose of the crayfish. Cu- 

board. When it hit bottom in nine feet __ ation through trapping and the manip- See abe oe 
of water, I tied off the rope on a cleat. ulation of fishing regulations to favor : Rusty crayfish are edible, and there 

Todd soon got another bite, and his smallmouth bass and rock bass. After is a commercial market for them. Some 

rod bowed deeply. As I grabbed for the eight years, Maxted estimates that the restaurants, for example, buy them for 
llemdhiag nee do eth qerneed a enelle crayfish population in the lake has been _ crayfish boils. Others sell them to pet 

mouth, not a fingerling but fully ma- reduced as much as 95 percent. food IEEE But the market is 

ture, thick of body and brightly colored. The problem is that trapping must pees eo ne pre aeppine Be 
A minute later, on the floor of the boat, be intensive and sustained, notes Mc- __ fish are not making much money on it, 

it measured 15 inches. We released it C©mas. The 100-acre Sparkling Lake MsComas pays: “Right now, the com- 
pachvent back to wore benefits from having a group of under- mercial appeal is low.” 

Moments later, Todd had another graduate students who take care of the Bi 

fish on, and then I hooked one —a dou- traps each year. Ina larger lake, relying During the next summer’s visit, Todd 

ble! Holding my bucking, bending rod on volunteers, such as lake association andI investigated one of the wire-mesh 

in my left hand, I netted Todd’s bass members, it can be hard to keep up the _ traps placed by the lake association. 

with my right. Todd then netted mine. Tecessary trapping pressure. Lifting the trap by its nylon rope, we 

Ina flurry that lasted half an hour, with- “Tt just takes time,” McComas ob- found a couple dozen large crayfish 
out moving from the spot, we caught Serves. “You have to put ina major ef- inside, clinging to a lump of bait. 
(and released) close to a dozen bass. fort and sustain it over a number of When fishing that week, I focused 

Besides providing sport, the bass years to start knocking that population on smallmouths. Halfway through the 

surely were a reason for the crayfish de- ¢Own. When trapping, you're acting — week, I had caught none — I couldn't 

20 Wisconsin Natural Resources



find them where Todd and had. Then _ nerable and direct prevention there?” _ that forbid transport of crayfish, empty 
ona cloudy but bright Thursday after-  Maxted asks. bait containers into the garbage rather 

noon, I rigged with a leech on a plain He and colleagues at the Center for than into the water, wash boats and 

hook and split shot, working it straight | Limnology first focused on learning _ drain live wells and bilges, and inspect 
down, a foot or two above the bottom, the extent of crayfish distribution. _ boats and vehicles when leaving a lake 
moving gradually deeper, all the while | Each summer, a crew of students set _ to make sure there are no hitchhikers. 
letting a south breeze push me alonga out traps in about 150 lakes and Even though rusticus is now wide- 

shoreline. Ten feet, 12, 14 — and then a streams to see if rusties are present. spread, prevention remains critical, Mc- 

twitch in the line. I set the hook, and “We find that they are pretty perva- | Comas and Maxted agree. “Rusty cray- 
my medium-weight rod soon bent to sive, perhaps in part because we’re _ fish can fundamentally change a lake 
the point of creaking. doing a better job of looking, but also ecosystem,” Maxted observes. “You 

I call a smallmouth encounter satis- because they are, in fact, spreading,” may end up with a nice smallmouth 
fying when for a long spell we fight to | Maxted says. “They are now found in _ bass fishery after years of infestation, 
a draw — he takes line, I get it back; he —_ every part of the state.” but in the process you’ve lost a number 

holds deep, I work him toward the sur- Which lakes are vulnerable? Those _ of native species — aquatic plants, a mix 

face hoping for a glimpse, and he dives with hard rubble and gravel bottoms, of fish, native crayfish, and possibly 

again, making the drag sing. for starters. Research also shows that _ other small organisms, such as snails. 

This fight was satisfying, untilona tusty crayfish can live only in lakes “The key point to remember is that 

powerful rush the hook pulled free. with a certain combination of dis- there are many lakes and streams that 

The next fish broke my six-pound line. solved calcium concentration and pH. _ could be home to rusty crayfish, but as 

Upgrading to eight-pound on a stouter That means lakes on which to focus yet are not. A common perception 

rod, I tried again. On each of three ¥@ those with crayfish-friendly chem- _is that rusties are everywhere and 
drifts I boated one smallmouth, muscu- _iStty where rusties do not yet live. there is nothing we can do about it. In 
lavand thick actose the back since From knowing which lakes to pro- _ fact, there are still plenty of lakes and 
baclonbace: tect, it’s a long stretch to successful pre- streams we can protect.” 

The next day I went back and did it So TSS Bening ee, poe a a 
all again, as always unhooking each predicting wits eee ean Evcand Last year on our lake, I caught small- 

fish and letting it swim off. Improbable ae they can’ ee But mouths again, and walleyes, too, in the 

as it may have seemed a few years ze eee to eeNetHeU ae a humpy area off the north shore. On the 
back, our favorite lake had become an “te managementrealm, and it’shard to Jast day of the week, I found, wonder 
excellentomallmonthenon micas une success) If a lake is not infest- of wonders, a patch of cabbage weeds 

- ed, is that because be aoe it, or near a gravel point. Having a couple 
The pattentiwe*vejeceninie ae a Ce dozen small leeches on board, I tried 

i ; reventive measures against rusty them down in the weeds and brought 
fairly typical, Maxted coca crayfish and against invasive species in enough perch for supper. The fish- 

nately) that pattern ee tlead to in general are widely known. Govern- ing is good, definitely better than it 
the elimination of crayfish. “Once these ment agencies can monitor for inva- was 20 years ago. 

things get into a lake and take hold, __ sive species, post signs at lake access- Still, I can’t escape the nagging re- 
itis really, really hard to get them out,” es, and perform education and ality that a sinister pest lives in the 

says Maxted. “That’s why the focus re- outreach. Individuals can obey laws jake. Given my choice, if it meant the 

ally needs to be on crayfish were gone, I would 
prevention.” 7 elawitheenread AVAGIVeS forego the smallmouth bass 

The question s and go back to jigging for 
then becomes: How | [TATE aii occa walleyes along the edges of the 

2 focus ONE al Te CasaariCe tC Hau Ch SCE riceuicys | cabbage weed. 
oe Money and animale and mud. Since I don’t have that op- 
eople power are i i 
tee ae Fence © Wash your boat with hot water or a pressure hose where the rinse water will oe ess 
way to protect every not drain into a stream, lake or storm sewer. Let the boat dry thoroughly ener cee eee | 

body of water. “If for five days before moving to another lake, if feasible. preventing the =pread ofa” 

Maem tonOe RE) come - Drain water from boat, bilge, live wells and bait containers. sive species, whether plant or 

ACES - Don't move live fish or fish eggs away from a waterbody. animal. Nothing instills moti- 

weve Oe Cee CLO Cu LORE CRC vation like watching an inva: 
ment prevention on sion change the character of a 
Frosetsea tehvarelomaeme * Discard leftover minnows if lake water, river water or other fish were added place you love. wu 

figure out which LOT ae aCe ee ee 

ones are most vul- Ted Rulseh writes from Manitowoc. 
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Wildfires, invasive pests 

and development all take 

their toll on wooded 

acres, but making it 

easier for forest families 

to plan their future may 

be more important in 8 

determining if the forest 

we see today will be 

here tomorrow. 

Virginia Mayo Black 

PPS Pe: he big picture most people have 

Nan eter ee % ee a of Wisconsin’s 16 million wooded acres is that 
dland pet ee Re ER Nae : . 

eS UR ON a - Bee ; the forests consist mainly of large tracts of pub- 

I ie Uae ae Bhs EERE Ed lic lands and commercial timber. In fact, almost 
fet eT Neca) Nie Ped oie VEN ERS 3 
PNT Sgee Ny ; OS pence Ps ewer ee Sf aia 60 percent of our forested acres are smaller 

a i Bt Sco Peo ic, Cena 0 9 9 “4: : 
ee 2 parcels owned by individuals and families. And like the 

Me Rem Tie Ms r ssa sae igs 7 ae a . 

Ci Lue ‘ [6 trees themselves, those owners are slowly aging. More than 

Oe fe half of those private acres are owned by people 55 years and 

oe ee ey older. Their “kids” are often middle-aged with grown chil- 

Se oe a ae See dren of their own. These offspring are taking root far from 
A Te ey ee ce ie ; 

ta y age eee M2 = their childhood homes and far from the forested acres their 
seg) || eigen a : 

sos fo Ps ee 228. families own, often in another state altogether. As concerned 
| ee ee a ee Fe ‘ : : : 
SS bp ee as children may be about their parents’ quality of life and end- 

ee! ee ee) Me of-life issues, the offspring may not want or have the skills to 
AM Pectin peer é Gee A 5 as 

oe ee &-=4) manage forested land they will be inheriting, even when they 

Z a : eae - > say they want to keep the land in family ownership. 
gh eT cae ; Seg : Anew challenge facing the stateand _ tudes and actions of this next genera- 

7 Rat Ne, See ee the nation is understanding the needs _tion of forest owners are vitally impor- 
Pes oh ont wh 4 of this next generation of forest stew- _ tant to our state’s economy, to the quali- 

as Oa hari Al zi Wa ards, says Forestry Division Adminis- ty of life we enjoy and to a healthy environ- 

ie elt “e ne Ns pee ae a 3 . trator Paul DeLong. “Will these chil- _ ment,” DeLong says. 
eI WN) > 5 She hes So Pe _ dren of current landowners maintain The graying of America has focused 
@.. i) pe ENG Les ei: ge NG 3 the same commitment to the land and _ attention on being financially solvent to 

vr Ss ali ee ee Ane i & can we provide them with the tools to cover health care costs, but there are 
| PESO AD EI ROL 2 manage these forests? Both the atti- _ other issues. One area that is less stud- 
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A wn 

C penta 434 
R MO . 
Ay nO CRAIC c —— 

D k G % STEVE MIKE Re , JACK ae 

Ss BETH KIM AY o& COLLIN Clean air and water, plant and animal 
* ‘bs HENRY “Wy _ habitat, outdoor recreation, beauty, and 

. F the economic benefits of a strong forest 

. products industry benefit everyone. 

So what incentives might entice fu- 
ture woodland owners to sustain these 

& forests? To find out their needs, re- 

= a yo co searchers started talking with them. 
rs ; + cs oi Fe eo s ae Pinchot Institute researcher Catherine 

i. ee ~~ —— = i Mater partnered with the Northeastern 
ae = 4 o ee fn Area State and Private Forestry pro- 

on, eee Nog . gram of the U.S. Forest Service and 
- fr a Laie : 
Ge ye : i LZ : es state forestry programs in Wisconsin 
ye — F pee FS ee ee § 
eee as ae < n a ey and Pennsylvania to interview the chil- 
fy | oe, le by om & ie a eal ec | Oe dren of families who own forested 

es i fy ‘ y\ilee , poetic bis 
f a n= 4 rl _ ye Be SA, ee ae acres. Over several years of conversa- 

= | ge See er Os ee ee : tion, Mater noticed a disconnect be- a Pre a 
Sze 4 J a a a jG oi és 1 fle | y q : tween comments from older property 

— 4 ij ee owners and their children. She started 
eae © aoe a formal survey work to discern if demo- 

ee i r . H Ea cues | eo 
i i Yo er graphics like the gender and age of the 

aa, ae : si Fula respondents shed clues about kinds of 

ee a ~~ Beis) =) concerns this next generation of wood- 
os ie ss near Wautoma. = : Theine 
Se All the “kids” live 2 land owners will need answered. The in: 

4 . ey out of state, and in = terview teams also asked respondents: 
“i , Pai): if they belonged to forestry and envi- 
RN iss as EE os Se eee =e gi eos ee 3 ronmental groups 

es gr bate , . F 
Pe eg 2 tore 4 why they believed their family owned 
oS se 2 forestland 
oo as oe ok ~§ © what they valued about these properties 

a . ae, “aia : ~~ @ if they were actively involved in man- 
ied is property ownership. Specifically, Similar pressures have already aging the family forest 
what happens to parcels of land that drawn attention and concern among _ ° if they knew that trained foresters 

have a life of their own that continues _ conservationists and land managers as were available to help them assess 
when current owners die? According to _ multinational companies sell off their and manage private forestland 
research by the Pinchot Institute that commercial forest properties. Accord- ¢ what they thought would happen to 

specializes in forestry conservation is- ing to DNR figures, 94 percent of the 1.1 their family’s forest in the future 

sues, the biggest transfer of private for- million forested acres owned by corpo- Mater also examined whether re- 
est lands between generations will _ rations doing business in Wisconsinhas _ sponses varied based on the size of the 
occur within the next two decades. changed hands in the last seven years, family forest, whether the land had 

Unlike the transfer of most belong- _ sometimes more than once. Does this been purchased by the parents or had 
ings, land is a living asset whose man- _ trend open the door to divide forestland been in the family for generations, 
agement requires more than cursory at- into smaller and smaller lots for hous- _ whether the kids had been raised on the 
tention and a future commitment of jing? Will the realities of caring for the _ family woodlot, and whether the family 
time and effort. Transferring land from —_ forest motivate new owners to sell to was actively involved with forest man- 

one generation to another is more com- developers who see bigger and quicker agement self-help groups or professionals. 

plicated than giving a painting, securi- profits in housing than in working 
ties or a bank account to a relative. — woodlands? Will those forests disap- een to keepithe end 
Forestland and farmland in particular pear just as demand grows for woody Ca Framberger is one of those 

require work to sustain their value and biomass as a fuel source and the role of pice Z oop e Lenina face eo une 

often carry ongoing legal requirements —_ healthy trees in offsetting society’s car- tees pores SMe eNe 
when the property has been enrolled in on footprint are finally recognized? Pare eo ath byes anes 
government incentive programs like the fornia. He describes himself aera 
Managed Forest Law or the Conserva- Learning the concerns of successful professional, married for 34 

tion Reserve Program. Those inheriting _ forest families years and father of a 26-year-old 
such lands need to be prepared tohan- _‘The benefits from Wisconsin’s forests daughter. His parents, in their 80s, live 
dle those responsibilities. are not just enjoyed by the owner. 0n 160 acres of forested land in the 

October 2008 23



Town of Mount Morris near Wautoma. _ out of state. “We all know the distance _ berger said. “It will be the first time 

He was 10 years old when his father _ will be more of a challenge,” he said. everyone has managed to get back at 
bought the land. The previous owner’s Framberger said inquiries to sell the the same time.” He’s hoping the re- 

widow sold the property to pay back —_ land come in ona fairly regular basis. _ union will be a gift to his parents, a cele- 

taxes. There is joy and affection inhis _ He is grateful there is not a lot of devel- _ bration of their life, and yet another op- 

voice when Framberger talks about his opment pressure in the area. The prop-__ portunity to take a walk in the family 

memories of hunting and working the erty is also “pretty well-protected. Dad _ forest. 

family parcel. and the neighbors have done a good 

“We lived in Oshkosh during the _job. They ae an informal see es Share what you value most 
week, but spent weekends on the prop- that if one of them wants to sell their aboutithe forest ane 

erty,” Framberger said. “I grew up in parcels, they’Il contact each other before Some of that same passion 1s shared by 

those woods. My brother and I dida putting any land up for sale.” Julie Erbe) a busy professional i her 

lot of work there that helped put him The Framberger family remains eae ee HIME as elds oe ie 
through grad school.” committed to the forested property aout les souiitos hcren. ES s 

Nearly three decades ago, “I consid- they have lived on and enjoyed for half father, 7, aad) net mother, es pn 
ered coming back to Wisconsin and acaniiay southern Wisconsin. Along with a 72- 

taking over the farm,” Framberger “1 can’t guarantee the land wouldn't year-old uncle in Florida, they inherited 

said. “It was at atime whenI had _ be sold, and I really can’t speak for my Soe el Loe yee! ye 
hand-planted hundreds of what was siblings. Other than a medical emer- ree ca ae he S Se 

considered a new kind of tree in the gency, I know I wouldn’t want to sell ee oe ae land. See eee 1 ae 

area, Fraser firs. The trees are too big the property. We have all talked about ais Hpal a Joan Conserv alley a . 

now and really need to be replanted. this, and other members of the family, eaice! ed ae cay ust eat 

For 15 years, my dad shipped one of _ including grandchildren, have asked ancludes Julie shen fie BIDUne = Ine 

the trees I had planted to California for first right of refusal.” parents and her uncle's family. . 
every December. I was able to tell What needs to be done to help fami- Erbe said she and her relatives all 

friends a tree I had planted was our eciholdron to forested land? have wonderful memories of the Door 

Christmas tree.” “Give us an incentive,” Framberger County property while they were grow- 

As the son of German immigrants, said. “We sell pulpwood, but maybe ‘78 UP- Her parents coordinate and 
Framberger’s father could see value [offer] carbon credits for biofuel or schedule when various family relatives 

in land others considered worthless. come up with different products that book the Cee Julie Soy walking 

Through years of careful management generate enough revenue. If land be- 1 the woods, picking wild strawber- 

and. participation in the comes a financial bur- "eS, seeing the native flowers. 

Managed Forest Law (MFL) Profile of the children den, it will be tough for “The difficult conversation” about 

program, the property he OAT ST el people to hang on to it. what should be done with the family 

and his siblings now co- OM Ey nts “We need to do more Property happened when Erbe’s moth- 
own has increased in fi- than talk about carbon _¢t began having health problems. 

nancial and emotional || #3” professional workers credits. We need to share “About 10 years ago, Dad said he 

value. (as opposed to blue collar | | |. .yironmental con- | Was concerned that the kids didn’t want 

“I'm very proud of es i service workers)” sciousness, a sense of re- __ to take on ownership of the Door Coun- 
our participation in the 66% were not raised on the sponsibility to the land.I ty property,” Erbe said. “We came to 

MFL program,” Fram- 2 fomnllijtorestiand would love to make sure him and said, ‘Don’t think we don’t 

berger said. “It means CMe Mitotane) that kind of information is _ want the cottage.” 

my siblings and I are not forest or out of state communicated to land- Erbe said her parents “didn’t want 

going to be burdened by 66% won't be living on the owners and their kids. | to burden the kids (with property con- 

taxes for the land my family forestland in the And if we could generate cerns) while we were getting started on 

parents are living on. . ee i some income — or atleast | our careers. Now that we’re all estab- 

Dad had foresight. If we 98% have See share generate some social or lished, keeping ownership of the land 

were looking at a signifi- Te ue ane oui environmental good —so doesn’t look like such a burden. There’s 

cant tax bill each year, Family foros dain much the better.” not much to do — pay taxes and do 
that would make it much | ~2007 sutvey results, The Pinchot Institute An important family basic maintenance every few years.” 
more difficult to hang on “If anyone wanted to know | event will take place this Erbe said there have been no dis- 
to the property.” about the future of forestry, | year. agreements among any of the property’s 

Framberger knows | jyst ask the kids,” says Mater, “All of the kids, in- | owners. One reason for that may be the 

things are going to change in summarizing the cluding all of the grand- agreement her father and uncle have. If 

in the near future. His fa- | yesults, So we talked to a few | children and great-grand- _ one wants to sell, other family members 

ther has health issues of those families. children, arecominghome _ have a chance to buy the land. Erbe said 

and the “kids” all live to Wisconsin,” Fram- _ she believes that ownership arrange- 
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Important factors to keep 

ment will keep the land in family timber sale and has some idea of the forestlands in the family 

hands. But there is always a possibility property’s financial underpinnings. The * Work with the family as a unit since several 

that could change. She acknowledges _ land isn’t mortgaged and the property offspring may be managing the land together. 

it’s difficult to take a hands-on approach _ taxes aren’t particularly burdensome * Bring family members up to speed on finding 
when all but one set of owners live out __ since the land isn’t “super high-priced sound advice on forest management. 
of state. Then there are the notes lefton real estate.” Development pressure * Help forest families learn they can form 
the cottage porch from developers look- seems light “since it’s kind of in the groups to secure better rates for collective 
ing to buy land. Erbe said she believesen- _ middle of no place.” Both Hess and her needs like health insurance. 
vironmental laws and zoning that limit sister want to keep the land in the fami- * Encourage family participation in organiza- 

the kinds of development will be a factor _ly. At 28, she also realizes she is young tions, workshops or cooperatives to learn 
in keeping the property as itis right now. and that conditions could change. She is more about caring for their woodlands and 
And if there is one goal Erbe has for the _ grateful she has had a chance to work planning for its future — and to share their 

property, it’s to keep development away. side-by-side with her father and learned experiences with others. 
“Keep it undevel- , Oe z oS eae 78 es 

oped,” she says enthu- : ro baa old . aT bg Bis - A hea eee ae : 
siastically. “The big- i . a4 aa Sj es = hea I 4H ta Hee gue ae 
gest concern for folks : yD <<. le BM a oom a. ni ‘ ;  .. - Se ce cy 

in Door County is that ia ee aid 4 : y Fo ee NS . 
everything that drew [i _ ae was é oe oe - 
people up there in the = = ‘ z 7 i BS See ae 
first place — the clean JS F viii, ¢ oa (284 J 4 a5 are iin 
water and the woods : ee” he ie ou t £ (ee go. 
and the animals — be | s Te is ‘ : » . pe a” . 
will eventually disap- . ' . Vas > 4 “oe o Mi <i : 
pear, including the f 4s y ey) f y ee D> .: \ ’ Se y 3 “wy 
forests.” , Bas R i ye ven Cy e | ell \ .  « ware’ 

Makeaplanand : ig yf \ Cee a — ig Cay, ' a ¢ 
talk through it Seen ( i _w— eee =e | st 

Julie Hess, 28, and her Catherine Mater (right) led a team that interviewed 260 

only two hours away SAU } their woodlands into the future. 
fromthe 80 actes of Eee mcs Cc a ee i i 

aoa OTC Ea ; Shaking the branches 
forested land in Pitts- family hands for more , 

ville, where their par- | RIGOR ages of knowledge 

ents recently retired. 3 yw Cate a ? t To learn more about who will be managing the 
Though her parents 3 ADR CMMAIIS! ie on ee family forests and what they will need to do 
are relatively young — § oT = oe) = Se be the job, researchers interviewed the children 

in their early 60s — the a eee Beene io : 4 of private woodland owners in Wisconsin. The 
family sat down and 3 orci "=" 2" 260 respondents from 35 counties ranged in 
talked about what will 2 f 4 pe ee ae esd weg age from younger than 20 to more than 80. 
happen to their land. 2 ieee 0 od | Most of their families own 10-500 acres of 
They had a good model. § f ae ” ee i eae : woodlands and about a third have owned the 

The recent death of an- land for more than 50 years. According to 
other family member caused relatively from his approach to forest manage- their responses, agreement among the family 

little upheaval because the family had ment. (siblings, spouses and kids), property tax 

discussed how such a land transfer “Likely by the time my sister andI __ relief, and income are the most important 
would be handled ahead of time. Hess _ retire, the property will be a better __ factors to maintaining the family forestland. 
admits it’s a little difficult to think about _ financial investment,” Hess said. “[Right Go to the DNR website, dnr.wi.gov/forestry 

passing on land when she and her sister __ now,] if there were a bankruptcy or and look for “Private Landowners” or “Private 

are just starting their professional lives, other family emergency, or if] had __ Forests,” Find the “Forestry Offspring Study” 
but it’s important. to pay the taxes myself, there could be __ to read what the families valued most about 

Her father has involved both daugh-_ a problem” keeping the land. Julie __ their land, how involved the offspring are and 
ters in managing their forest. They _ knows her sister is more interested in _ will be in forest management, whether they've 
share their values and collectively the house than she is, but she doesn’t discussed a plan with their parents, and what 

reviewed the management plan. She __ think there will be any arguments when might compel this next generation to keep or 

learned what is involved in holding a the time comes for them to assume sell their family property. 
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ownership responsibilities. ing the shots.” Although his sisters aren’t and who say they are committed to con- 

A family trust for a forest future aoe ee ee eee ek ee Nee. 
The bulk of Gary Vander Wyst's life has faein ie wththeveintownerti oe eae 
en eed atroreets mn dniNaseacne com x Ie up search suggests other factors and per- 
Oe Ge letndG, Texan nd Morocco. oe Dad says if fe e uskids — sonal circumstances — taxes, family 
When Rocatie ee LW ee ne fight about fherroper ty, u S reoutof — finances, proximity to the land, sibling 
Wverked lor plivetenuncerics me oe the will. And he’s not Kidding) : rivalries — also play a role. Parents and 
atecinly forester before joining the De- 4 Vander oe said he’s sure the land children need to talk about the land 

partment of Natural Resources. He cur- a : cic mahi ee that owner~ now, And the ee oan 
pently roe ae a forester in Park Valls ship will eventually shift to the grand- any level of certainty what the future of 
Re ore cere oaice ie children, all of whom have fond memo- _ forests and forestry will be like is to talk 

: : : ries of the Florence County property. it over with your kids. Mu 
owns in northern Wisconsin predated “Our only problem now is making § ———____—______ 
his choice of a vocation. sure Dad doesn’t get tvenenatnea wy Vogue as writes for DNR’s Division of 

Vander Wyst describes an upbring- ging to cut his firewood for 2015,” we 
ing that included hunting, cutting fire- Vander Wyst says with a laugh. ; 

wood and planting hundreds of seed- As someone who refers to himself as 
lings alongside his dad on 80 acres of : ret ” eee Peas ge Fioredce Count his father’s “on-call forester,” Vander DNR Private Forestry Website 

Wyst knows what can happen when 
Vander Wyst said he, his two brothers - Contacts for DNR private foresters and S 7 : h forested land is not properly managed. consulting foresters working in your area. 
and two sisters have a strong tie to the nd he knows the importance of ine The site Alco takes owners One step ata 

— _ > volving a profession- | time through establishing a woodlot, 
ee ™ Laer Bs al forester in forming caring for trees, financial incentives for 

MUTA tele he aa a management plan maintaining woodlots and planning a 

a. BEM for the woodlands. In| harvest. dnt.wi.gov/forestry/private 
falda TN iss Fs the absence of such = 2: 
MO CRUCl bec ad ee plans, he has seen University of Wisconsin — 
Perot ec OR SEEM what fragmentation || Extension forestry services — publica- 
PSC Une) ry Re a | 4 a ae Bs ee ced tions and workshops for managing 

CSc 1 * ae} is ra ean) Ss cummepdc eae aiid woodlands. woodlandinfo.org 
g . { 4 - 5 areas. And he knows 
Ph a Te Ml Ey 3 it wouldn’t take long Team About Your Lands 

‘aie 4 FY , i. F 4 t £ ah ae Classes and workshops for one 
ae “Eo a - 2 to be divided up into owners are scheduled annually. Check the 
on Beater g , Td : : three- and five-acre site for dates, locations and curriculum. 

oo a | __.2 lots to accommodate | basineducation.uwex.edu/ 
a 3 — ' =a cabins. woodland/conference/layl.htm 

eo 4 , “Thave no sim- 
— Ue bi ple answers forhow | “The Essential Collection” 
t : sp a) reneure ihe futare An online collection of tips, fact sheets 

4 -s ; Baeceerncivornn) and advice for private woodland owners. 

land their 83-year-old fa- , ard os Aiiogs forestland!” Vane forest.wisc.edu/extension/ 

ther bought in the early se see zs der Wyst says. He CD/index.html 

eee PR 0 waodant ntact 
mf 4 ean ad educating current Wisconsin Family Forests, a nonprofit 

with the land once he i nee OM and future owners. group dedicated to caring for family- 
passe Ol ; ~~ Andithelpsto have owned woodlands trains woodland owners 

“One day, Dad came ! the kind of affec- who volunteer to listen to their neighbor's 
to the kids and asked, ‘What do you _ tion and respect his family has for each goals and help them connect with rep- 
think we should do with the proper- other. utable forest professionals to reach their 

ty?’” Vander Wyst said. “We all said, Mater is continuing her research. She oats Une suena ncaa ae | 

‘It’s yours — do what you wish!’ Dad’s _ acknowledges it has importance beyond Be ee sane bao iD 

Tesponse was, ‘What if leave it to you _ Wisconsin and the U.S.; Germany, France, act Wes cea Bin 

kids?’” and Ireland are also grappling with the Wisconsin Family Forests, 625 E. County 

A trust was set up, and Vander Wyst same kinds of forest ownership issues. Road Y, Suite 700, Oshkosh, WI 54901- 

and his siblings are the de facto owners Conventional wisdom would sug- 9731, telephone (920) 424-7888. 

of the land, though Vander Wyst makes _ gest that societies that have been cele- 
it clear that his father is still the one “call- _ brating Earth Day for most of their lives 
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Arley “ee 
ge ~\ VEE 

CANA ee SS ee 
J ran nine ee or ene > es a .esee 

owen NI (et 
DM iands'® a fae Vu es os een tolat, 

CNN ACN WSL 023 oe aN oe 
Send your letters to: Readers Pas 2 \ ¥ ee 5 eee 
Write, WNR magazine, PO. 2 Sees) . ‘\ \ = NN See 
Box 7921, Madison, WI ccomeuetone | er Os DO Be 
53707 or e-mail letters to 4 See — ¥ Pi Oot es A 
david. sperling @wisconsin.gov eer cena ee Ms ; 4 BaP ae Ny : a eee a. 

oe | A eS oe We 
TOTOGATIC RIVER ‘eget ae yor ee oS : Be ae a 
ANOTHER WILD GEM 8 ees A he ‘> Tako 
Your article on the 40th tes Samia ee, y ¥ as yo . 
anniversary of the St. Croix hoc" A - 
National Scenic Riverway Seo er uy e 

CA wild ribbon of forest and a ' hostile situation. In my teens, I 
water, June 2008) was a eonipl neenist Of all the hunters I know, fad hed i i 
fitting tribute to the highly a a i | eat eee Croix National Scenic Riverway | Only a fraction of them are “tro- | stand and found a much older 
esteemed Namekagon and St. : " 5: Sort > Sear 2 coe - 7 and help preserve this stream’s phy" hunters; the majority don’t | hunter sitting in itsmoking. I 
roix rivers. Readers may be in- parcierereeroreenees hesitate to take does and fill the | said hello,and politely in- 

terested to learn of an initiative fons to come. More: Totosatie freezers. For those of us who formed him that this was my 

through DNR and area legisla- Relea Baer Gtoe a love eating venison, the does stand. He apologized and 

Hee Seats Seal LE be ona at Wane 6 are just as tasty and public land | promptly left. | have never en- 
Totogatic River (tuh-TOE-ga-tik) com /TOG ATIG/TOG Anion "| provides more than ample op- | countered a bad hunt on public 
as a State Wild River. A glance eee portunity to hunt them.Most of | Jands, and while I know there 
at the map shows Totogatic’s Herbert Wagner us can hunt for does all day are one that counter this. 

strategic location tucked Minong long and be happy. I think it really depends on how 
between the Namekagon and We've hunted public lands you approach someone. We're 
Upper St. Croix. It matches QUEEN OF FISHES for more than 28 years.I have all out there to relax and havea 

their landscape beauty while In 2006 you ran an article titled | noticed thatthe huntingtends | good time, we should not be 
exceeding them in sheer “Keeping the fight in the king to be cyclical.Some years there | hostile to another hunter who 

wildness. of fishes” (August 2006). are more deer than you can happened to sit too close or ina 

DNR’s Northern Rivers Wouldn’t you have been more shake a stick at; other years,the | stand. There’re better things in 
Initiative (2000) ranked Toto- correct to say, “...queen of fish- pickings are slim, but counting life to get upset about. 

gatic in the top two percent es?” I’m an interpretive field back all those years, | remember l agree with your story that 
(22nd out of 1,494 stream naturalist and wildlife filmmak- only a handful of times we went | the hardest part of hunting pub- 
segments), based on its wild er. I’malso an avid fisherman without even seeing a deer. lic land is putting in the time to 
character, premier habitat and | and have taken courses in We started with a group of | Jearn the land. Deer use specif- 
undeveloped shoreline. The ichthyology. Most of those big four. As we all aged, two in our | ic “highways” and hide in partic- 
lower Totogatic crosses ecologi- | muskies shown are females — group had families, and their ular cover It just takes a lot of 

cally rare pine barrens, while egg factories! Really excellent sons, their sons’ friends,and my | hours scouting an area to learn 
the upper river exhibits an un- article in spite of the title. friends began to come up. this. That time frustrates many 

usual “trellis” drainage pattern Eventually our group swelled to | hunters on public land, but I 
with whitewater rapids, sharp Tom Sterling over 15 some years. Some in would encourage Gon to press 
turns and picturesque waterfalls | Crestwood, KY our group didn’t like hunting on. I like the fact that I do not 

where it dashes over basalt lava on public land. They'd say, have to ask for permission from 
flows on the Minong copper Male or female, it's the musky’s “You'll get SHOT!” or “Too many a landowner and I know each 

range. Recent scientific studies | habits, fight and fury that makes | hunters will shoot all the deer’ | year will provide opportunities 

show that in ancient times na- | it “the king.” Well,!am happy to report that | and something different. It took 
tive copper was extracted from none of that has happened and par 

the upper Totogatic basin by in- | WHY I HUNT PUBLIC LAND cunrcechae Ney oa | eee 
digenous peoples and worked I really liked Make it public brought back intact. dent in the Seon it pre- 
into tools and weapons. Some about hunting on public land It is interesting to see who sents each year. know all the 

of Gordon MacQuarrie’s best in the August issue. think it's and how many show up on other huncermrouncinedl 

outdoors stories were cast in good to remind people that opening day when hunting pub- | \ouidn’t really want to nn 
the Totogatic pine and wild rice | public hunting can be safe lic lands. There have been oc- anywhere else 

country. and enjoyable, and with casions where one hunter sets i 

Designating the Totogatic sometimes better results than up too close to another, but I David Butcher 

River as a State Wild River will on private lands. have never encountered a Richfield 

Continued > 
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Readers 

} | rite Continued from page 27 

UPDATE: WILD ROSE ON TOURNAMENT ANGLING as tournament organizers, your What is the problem? | fish 
RENOVATION Your article in August providing | article states that “Tournament for fun, not money,and I do not 
A grand opening in mid- an update on tournament organizers didn’t like provisions | object to any warden checking 

August celebrated the $15.9 fishing rules caught my attention.| [proposed in the rules] that re- to see if ] am obeying the safety 
million renovation of Wild 1am opposed to tournaments for| quired participants to submit laws, fishing size limits and 

Rose State Fish Hatchery. (See a number of reasons. In describ- | their boat and live wells to daily bag limits. 
our October 2006 story Rejuve- ing the discussions with com- inspection by a conservation int Con 

nating a reliable workhorse). mercial and sport anglers as well! warden” Lodi 
The project updates the 

century-old facility that’s long 

ieee stocking program. 

Governor Doyle, DNR 

Secretary Matt Frank, and ———— 

federal fish and wildlife officials en cute 
joined anglers and local resi- (me — sac 

dents in viewing improvements : ~ da ne 3 @ — roe er Po 

in the coldwater hatchery to ilk ee ae eae a] ig i 3 wt | a a | a 

help produce Chinook salmon, | | A Ee oe hs ag, ——— Yt : 
coho salmon and brown trout. a ee ree, 

In the future, Wild Rose staff will hay % ek ek hi st ] bay pe Det? Ee rar Hes hy: Be 
Seats Wrees: BM 2 ie, peep (iy ep | Al : en 

start raising rainbow trout and ib ik Y a aes Nel oe Sia ae IN) Or a 
eventually increase the total dis a. A i) SIN Ne ee ab) NS el ad eel at) Rei ann, E 

amount of trout and salmon | (a  saaiinnsnb a ANVtee = dN E 
produced for Lake Michigan by | 32) 47°83 Cay 4 phe ee Al Se ee 
15 percent while meeting mod- ea es oe, Pek Lag: oy ay 4 Gi a cen sce ot Pan ile Crip a= 
ern environmental standards. SEE TESTE [ea = TSS ; aa 

“This project is critical to FISH CAR ON A ROLL last 16 months matched the grant and 
Lake Michigan’s world-class Thanks to train fans, conservationists, history included publicity at two Gandy Dancer 

fishing and to expanding buffs and generous grants the Badger No.2 music festivals for the railcar renovation. 
fishing opportunities across “fish car” will be back on track within about Our thanks to readers who contributed to 

the state? Gov. Doyle said. a year. (See our story Across the trestles of the project. 

Construction started in time, December 2006). Built by the Pullman 

2006 and was largely com- Company to the exacting specifications of GREAT LAKES COMPACT SIGNED 
pleted this spring. Additional the Wisconsin Fisheries Commission and put The eight-state agreement that governs how 

renovations will add coolwater into service in 1912, the Badger No.2 was large-scale water diversions would be jointly 

facilities to raise musky, wall- used to transport and stock fish from the considered by Great Lakes states was en- 

eye, lake sturgeon and northern. State Fish Hatchery until it was retired in dorsed at a hearing of the Senate Judiciary 

Completion on that project is 1945 as better roads and aerated, refrigerated Committee in Washington, D.C. in late July. 

expected in 2010.A third phase trucks made stocking by truck more eco- (See our story about compact issues, A firm 

will restore the wetland, springs nomical. The elegant 72-foot steel and wood hand on the spigot,June 2007 ). The compact 

and stream disturbed when the car boasted 15 fish tanks, an observation received presidential endorsement, and sup- 

hatchery was originally built in deck, salon, galley kitchen and berths for its porters will work for similar quick review in 

the early 1900s by a private fish crew of four. The car was subsequently sold the House of Representatives during the 

farmer. to a rail buff then purchased by the Mid- September floor session, perhaps receiving 

The new coldwater Continent Railway Historical Society. Congressional approval before the fall 

facilities were paid for by an The car's renovation is underwritten by a elections. The President and both 
innovative funding package, $475,000 match grant from the Jeffris Foun- presidential candidates have expressed 
including $6 million from dation of Janesville. Fundraising during the support for the compact. 

environmental restoration 

Pepe conser paper companies for PCB 

contamination on the Fox 

River. About $3.6 million came RL) 
from Sport Fish Restoration — You can check how long your subscription runs by #BXBGJHV******* **CARRTLOT 

excise taxes collected on sales taking a look at your mailing label on the back w1s0000123 A56/ #19 APRIO. 

of fishing and boating equip- cover. Your subscription runs through the issue JOHN & JANE D 

ment and $1.5 million from shown at the end of the second line. In this 1234 BUCK DRIVE 

Great Lakes Trout and Salmon | &xample, the last issue Is April 2010. DEERFIELD, WI 53531 
stamps that anglers buy. , 
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A weasel with a Secret cmineonne: 
Until 1925, American marten were ss ee oa Z a 

widely distributed throughout north- DISA UIC accuse 0) : a = 

ern Wisconsin but unregulated fur har- Se) aie phn from re Se - ff 5 
vest and habitat loss eliminated the ani- i dali: sa ates yy ee ee : Seis m3 
mals. Like other formerly displaced captured, they are tagged, > CPs es 2 > 

animals, including fishers, turkey and baletg haieal dee men ie a ee Sg S \ ze 

elk, reclaiming their niche in the natur- ae reser Pncmcieies $e Ne oy a ty 2 e al landscape is part of our aim to re- Reuuncuee anaes aaa Se ey, Bi? ‘ y ae if 

store natural diversity. br “ a 2 Ae S. mS io Ee 

The Department of Natural Re- Henge era ae d eee 
sources in cooperation with the U.S. o>: = x Nr att cine 
Forest Service and other agencies, de- whee ae, ot : : gla: i 
veloped a marten recovery plan in ae ioe I Ree . en . : er, 
1986. The Great Lakes Indian Fish and oil . Sel nesy a Fd is 
Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) later j — * S ee ‘sae za 

joined the group of active wildlife man- “ ean 8 3 pa 
agers and researchers. The plan aims to ‘ : ys Pa kn. ss 

reestablish a self-sustaining population e : em ee is 
of marten in the Chequamegon-Nicolet ea : rae bah Seed, ; = 
National Forest. 

Over a period of 15 years, 300 mar- _—‘ Fishers that are somewhat larger com- _ the incidental take of marten; on the 
ten were released in the forest with lim- pete for similar foods and habitat as _ other, it may have allowed increases in 
ited success. A mark and recapture marten. Like their competitors, marten _ the numbers of fishers that prey on 

study done by DNR Wildlife Biologist feed on squirrels, mice, shrews, rabbits, their smaller cousins. 
Jim Woodford estimated that marten amphibians and reptiles. Bobcats and Biologists continue to look for ways. 
populations in the northeast part of the foxes that are plentiful in these forests to improve marten populations. One 

release range of the Nicolet side have also prey on similar foods. proposal approved by the sporting 

grown to about 220 animals. When searching for food, marten _ public at last spring’s conservation 
“Tt appears these animals are hold- sprint in a zigzag pattern across the for- _ hearings would allow dry land trap- 

ing their own.” Woodford explained, est floor stopping frequently to check _ping in areas where marten are released 

“We have not noticed any increases or for prey and predators. When threat- using cage or box traps and cable 
decreases in their numbers.” ened, they take to the trees. Ina foot restraints. These traps are effective in 

While the Nicolet marten have been race scrambling through trees they can _ taking fishers, foxes, coyotes and bob- 

surviving, the Chequamegon popu- _ elude bigger animals. cats without harming marten. 

lation in northwestern Wisconsin ap- A third reason these high energy an- A GLIFWC biologist, Jonathan 

pears to be much lower as measured by _—_imals may not be surviving well could _ Gilbert, has been studying marten in 
winter track surveys and hair sam- __ be climate change. It appears, say biol- _ the forest since 1991. Gilbert has trapped, 
pling, Woodford said. ogists, that the animals need deep ___ radio collared, and tracked them using 

Biologists from the three main agen- snows to gain a competitive edge on __ telemetry equipment. He also measures 

cies are trying to determine why mar- _ bobcats, foxes and fishers also hunting __ the size and weight of each animal, and 
ten populations are struggling. One _ prey on the forest floor. checks for parasites and evidence of re- 

theory considered is that an insufficient “The marten do better during years —_ productive success. 

number of animals might have been re- _ of high snowfalls in the north where Gilbert also notes that marten, known 

leased over such a wide area. The for- they tunnel under snow in search of as waabizheshi to the Ojibwe or Chippewa 
est covers 1.5 million acres of land mice and other rodents,” said Wood- __ tribe of Native Americans, had historical 

across the north. ford. “When there is less snowfall, as cultural status as clan animals. 

There was also a concern with the _ we have seen in the last few years, they Over the next few years, 60 more 

sex ratio of the animals that were relo- _ are at a disadvantage.” marten will be released. Continued re- 

cated and stocked. Woodford said more Marten are better adapted to deep _ search, telemetry studies and winter 

males than females were released dur- _ snows as they are smaller, lighter and _ tracking may provide clues for biolo- 
ing the reintroduction effort. Still, given have hairs around the pads of their feet. _ gists to what management techniques 
that marten in similar ratios were re- _ The larger fisher cousin is not so well _ can successfully return populations of 
leased in both forests, it is uncertain equipped. this reclusive woodland resident to 

why the Nicolet populations respond- Elimination of dry land trapping in _ Wisconsin forests. Vi 

ed better than those in the Chequa- | and around areas where marten have 
z James C. Bishop, Jr. is public affairs manager for 

Be Boros been released has been atwo-edged — pnir’s Northern Region and is stationed in 
Another factor may be predation. | sword. On one hand, ithas eliminated Spooner. 
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Basic training for dogs (/ i —~ Gas e g HERE ARE SOME TIPS , Pace 2 
Training leads to happier come immediately when FOR RESOLVING ¥ > ey 7 ik | 

pets and a more comfortable called is in much less danger] COMMON f £ | 

hones Dogs, Be aes eee ae Steel BEHAVIORAL a a pe 
people, view relationships uy into'a Ng ares q YP ~ 

asa social hierarchy. If you _ than one who doesn’t. nS je “oer WO ei 4 ' 
are continually at your dog’s By training your dog, CHEWING ~~ A 

beck and call whenever he you take on the tole of x Although the difference between your leather recliner and your dog's squeaky toy |Z 
wants a treat, affection or teacher. Just as with a child may be obvious to you, your pet can't distinguish his toys from your possessions |= 

i i 2 ing kindergarten, the . ine ! - E) 
play Se he will soon be- Se 1erg' zs without training. To make matters more obvious to your pet, don’t dote on your dog |Z 

lieve he is in charge. Training teacher s attitude sc by providing tons of toys. Too many toys makes it more complicated for your dog to e 

sets some ground rules so a ii pludcol . eo remember what is and isn’t ok to chew. Keep it simple. 
you can have fun with your During training sessions, it’s 
dog without worrying about imperative that you main- JUMPING ON PEOPLE 

aggressive behavior. tain a positive attitude. If As much as you may love that your dog is excited when you come home, jumping 
& Training also requires you're grumpy, your dog on people is a problem, especially when your dog shows the same enthusiasm for 

é time, but it’s an investment will pick up on that and people who may be afraid of dogs, or jumps on small children or seniors who are not 

= that pays dividends over won't learn to trust you. tall enough or strong enough to withstand it. Dogs naturally jump to establish domi- 

S your long-term commit- Obedience training is an nance, hierarchy and submission. The key to preventing this behavior lies in gently 

ment. It strengthens exchange — good behavior | but clearly establishing that people are the boss. You need to react consistently and 

your bond by pro- _ for love and affection. If you | promptly. If you return your dog’s enthusiasm when he jumps on you, he’ll never 
®\ viding both of you don’thold up your end of _| understand the behavior is unacceptable. us 

with the tools the bargain, neither will he. Instead, teach your dog to sit using wi 
} to communicate Make sure to be patient | treats as positive reinforcement. Every time ¢ 

effectively with and consistent. If you only | he starts to jump, tell him firmly to sit, provide 
a each other. An enforce commands some of | hand signals and give him a treat if he obeys. Slowly 

[ee obedient dog is the time, you will only con- | phase out the treats until sitting at your command 
2 also a safer dog. A fuse him. If your actions becomes automatic. 

aad dog that knows to teach him that you're only 
. serious about commands CONSTANT BARKING 

Fi SS. 5 when it’s convenient for Dogs bark when) they feel Isolated, lonely, temtionial or s 

WE ‘, you, he will only follow fearful. Don’t reinforce this behavior by giving him the at- 
eS  % is them when it’s convenient tention he seeks. Instead, distract your dog from barking by drop- P 3 

Ma r for him! ping a few coins into an empty can and shaking it gently. This will surprise your ! 

\e. y Start training when your) 49g and temporarily stop the barking. Then, reward him with affection and a treat | = 
puppy is young. Just like for being quiet. React consistently because you make or break your dog's behavior. 2 

A >= people, this is when dogs’ | 

A ad % i ase unc’ ate ripe for ab TRAINING YOU AND YOUR DOG 
4 ; sorbing informa- 

: 4 . tion and they Attending obedience classes with your dog, taking part in dog 
4 s want your groups and clubs, or hiring a trainer is a fantastic way to get specific | 
=_ " approval. instructions on raising an obedient dog. Experienced trainers can | 

’ < 4 Also, teaching | ascertain individual needs of your family and your pet. Dog trainers 
, = sn ‘ : your dog good | and experienced pet owners also train people by giving hands-on | 

2 Ml habits before demonstrations and feedback on techniques you can’t get from a | 
ar he’s had time to | book. | 

i. i learn bad ones To choose a trainer, ask for recommendations from your veterinarian | 

aN ; 4 is much more or friends who have completed courses and enjoyed the experience. 
pel effective than Ask to sit in on a class before signing up to make sure the training 
a nN shaping in- methods are positive. Local dog clubs, dog breeders and vets may — | 
ii oe fe my grained bad also recommend websites for finding a trainer who is right for you 
Te a ne _ behaviors. | and your pet. | 

i 5 A a ) as i a i Kiera Wiatrak is an editorial intern with Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine. 
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Out an d a b out 18 at the Gordon Bubolz landdunes@lakefield.net. 

Nature Preserve, 4815 Before the sun sets, 

Pick your ple asure at a mix of outdoor events Lynndale Drive in Appleton. continue your travels to Lake 
Rea DUIe ate onen Walk the trails, enjoy the Kegonsa State Park in Stough- 

7 yi Pp: ‘ wandering folk musicians, ton for a candlelight hike 
. mer : ae play games for treats and on October 18 from 6-9 p.m. 

ger rR ee er bring a sack to haul home Weather permitting, the 1.2 
RS Ba bi BY Se Rene Me ee some of the cider, caramel mile White Oaks Nature Trail 

ak eS Sean ® ee Le apples and s’mores for sale. will be glowing with hun- 
Bye eee \ SS ge Pe es F <5 Advance registration recom- dreds of jack-o-lantern lumi- 

Bec! aN Va eo Vie —— mended for the 12:30- | naries. Stick around after your 
eee oa oat. ee | gg et 4:30 p.m. event, hike for a bonfire and refresh- 

Peete | ls ae Ne ei ese ies (920) 731-6041, ments or roast some weenies 
Beanie oo Bee) | \ eer aan es ee Ome, ays s . : 7 Ee Scie ee | eae as ae e-mail info@bubolz on the grills provided. You'll 

ee oo Pee i ee tee ag Sy ec| preserve.org. need a valid parks sticker, but 
ie acd aA we ee ga es ee As it cools there is no fee for the walk. The 
See ee | eo ES: ile ae ie down and daylight | park is located at 2405 Door 

eee ei Lonely! PNY 3 aes ual) 2 starts to drop off, Creek Road, (608) 873-9695. 

3 5 " a is 3 birds are on the For those who can’t wait 
yo wh . poration} move. Visit the for winter (and what's 

Knives and wee nS bs P Sige eee 3 annual saw- WRONG 
arrows will make Py | ~ rig 4 2 whet owl with you 
their mark at the a a8 a A dat 4 s banding and anyway?), 

Harvest Festival Se: = . migration on Ree *y head north 

Rendezvous at ve . er , October 18 EO! for the Dirty 
Fort Bon Secours Rrenery competition endian from 8 a.m. F ae es * 2 Dog Dryland 

in Cornell, Octo- encampment at Fort Bon Secours. to noon at Woodland Gps ae Derby, a sled 
ber 11-12. Re-enactors at the Dunes Nature Center in f G7 hae dog race 
fort take you back in time to applaud the “best trick for a Two Rivers. The center is 9% vd ) without the 
1754 to savor the flavor of life | treat” pet contest. Follow the on Highway 310 west of snow on 
in colonial New France. The parade to lap up a cool one town. An $8 fee per fami- 7 October 25- 
encampment features vintage | with your tail-wagging bud- ly brings you close as A 26 at the 
music, foods, costumed settlers | dies during Yappy Hour from these yellow-eyed, seven- Fuga Sem  Ma-Ka-Ja- 

and contests like hawk and 2-4 p.m. (608) 445-0755, e-mail | inch owlsare fitted with [Retest aeemineces 2 Wan Boy 
knife throws, archery shoots dirtdogs@charter.net bracelets and released on oe eee & Scout Reser- 
and matches that test canoe Take a hike and chow down | their fall journeys. Food Ss & vation in 
skills. The fort is located at some homemade goodies at the | and other nature activi- * Pearson. 
15859 292nd Street in Cornell, | 15th annual Romp in the ties round out the morning. That’s on County Road T 
northeast of Chippewa Falls Swamp on Saturday, October (920) 794-4007, e-mail wood- southwest of Crandon heading 
and just southwest of Pike CAND RG yee meee a towards Antigo. Dogs 
Lake. (715) 667-5362, <a iaeti ees hee it i eee t\eey need to run year-round 

& a en ayo Pe \ ae hi pouch ti www.fortbonsecours.org. ae Ati er} ety: hee, and the races through the 
Bring those four-legged sere AW, ie teense scenic grassy hills and 

lederhosen to Barktoberfest Sails : Rs ey id i) trails let mushers and 
in Cambridge in central Dane : cea + ee = teams show their stuff as 
County on Sunday, October 12. Bark ont tat , Be bs Bator sai Ree their wheeled sleds wind 

5 4 " . place for best e <i Rah . 
This canine-friendly festival in | gog-owner é x. > we eg . through the woods. 
Veterans Park on Main Street | costume, Cc ‘ rs CW Be A; f Beverages and food are 
(Highway 12) runs noon to 2 if &’ : —] _ we 4 Fi a A ‘ available. The event is 

p-m. Go through your Olympic \ Xs (LE (ey it oe free. Cheer on the sled- 
withdrawal watching athletic | | " , £ ee =. “oe ae ders, and pat the dogs on 
dogs play flyball and canine 8 ot a é Ps: “ vy a @~ the head to show your 
freestyle and exhibit their 32 : 2 os | f es 2 appreciation. (715) 882- 

agility. The crowd can root for 25 maa J aS 4. eee | AY 2 8080 or (715) 487-4191, 
the best dog costumes and 3 | ee = } ‘ [ & www.witrailblazers.org. 
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a | ee tes ~ Be es : i 
KICKAPOO VALLEY ie oe On ee 
RESERVE ue e a rs By Sarl eee < ae 

STATE NATURAL AREA ge se ea Ba ee ¢ % w r eh ae * — Bd j ska’ 

Notable: The sceni ey ee rue 1, OIE x as 
table: The scenic Proce mS ae Gana ee aa eS 

Kickapoo River nae| ee EE RS ae AS Na 2 ne aS Ot i : ‘ 
. icity, Fe ro PEGE te Eee eae ae 

threads its way VA ee BG by Mahe oe ena 
i; Ni A Toe ee ae eaten ‘ 

through large stands |4 ica escheat TP ie SEG, Oe : 
ie TA * Le eee ok SR aaa SET 

of mature southern |warurat Pen EER Se ee ee 2 ¥ 
AREAS Baie, segs Bee, “Ye SO a Se 

hardwood forest, ae li eee PX) FS St oe “hg? 7 : 
sedge meadows, and pine/ we Be, a Ces ON Ao 
hemlock relicts. Of special Ps Maes Wee NS ie (ee 

significance is the diversity | Pas c iz + | oe a) 
of rare plants that grow on | 3 - Reade. ee 1 od 
the sculpted sandstone cliffs | ie + n # ie 

eroded by wind and water. | a ae As a 

Northern monkshood, arctic “at 3 mm wt igs 

primrose, Lapland rosebay, cliff : i e oe “6 di 

cudweed and musk-root find. “ av : a pe Pied 
. ie . ot 

niches in the sheer rock walls ND ED: emg) oa Pa) 
i 4 1 eee 

that hug the river. he ge Ree a al at 
ee Ml a 

How to get there: [7] "i es a we i, i ee 

Stop at the ae a WR Ghee a dra ee 
a Po | Bienes Beg Aes a 
Kickapoo Valley Ge BS ee at Mae on ‘ 

Reserve Visitor MS pe a ale Terk a ah Bes 5 
bai 0 OF TPE SAE Saige ora a eas ee fs 

Center, located ve oe \ ae Sate nara am 
1.5 miles north wR ee 
of La Farge Ss ee 
(Vernon Co.) on Highway 131, TO SUBSCRIBE CALL 1-800-678-9472 
for maps and information on OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE WNRMAG.COM 

current river conditions. Access 

is afforded at many points along | 

Highway 131 and other county | 
and town roads, as well as by | 

water via the Kickapoo River. 
See dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/ 

sna/sna354.htm for a map and 

more information. |
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