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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS/VIE 151555 MARCH'T1
IZI» USIS/NREK LP N  AC/BHS , AC/SBY.
% PRIORITY * *

. GUNNERS FIRED TWO MCRE ¥22 MILIMETR ROCKEYS INTO THE GOVERNMENT BASE OF ~ "

TROBSS  IN THE EREA, o "

£
£

.. USIS.VIENTIAN USINFO DTD 13 MARCH. IS REPEATED BELOW FCR YOUR INFCRMATION.. .3
& m}s NO BASIC CHANGE IN THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION IN Lacs AS "

&XOF SATURDAY AFTERNOON .

2, ANUMBRR OF SHARP SMALL UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY

OF LONG TINNG AND SAM THONG SOUTHWEST OF THE PIAIN OF JARS. NGRTH VEETMS-EE

LQ¥E TIENG, BUT CAUSED NO DAM GHAND NO CASUALTIES.

3. GOVERNMENT FCRCES, REGROUPING AFTER THE LOSS EARLIER IN THE WEEK OF SEVERAL
DEFEN SE POSITIONS ON THE EASTERN BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAGS,

REPCRT ONLY SPGRADICKKEXXX AND LIGHT CONTACTS WITH NCRTH VIETNAMESE

FROM: BARNES




BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS/VTE 151605 MARCH!'71

usIs/ése AC/BHS, AG/SBY

RIGRITY
'USIS VIE USINFO DTD 1/ MARCH. IS REPEFEED BELOW FCR YOUR INFCRMATION.
1, NO SIGNIFICENT MILIRARY ACTIONS WERE REPORTED ANN WHENE IN THE KENGDGM OF LAGS
AS OF SUNDAY AFTERNOON.
2 . SEVERAL PATROL CLASHES TOGK PLACE IN THE GENERAL AREA OF LONGG TIENG
SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. IN THE SOUTH, A SMALL UNIT CLASH WAS REPGRTED
IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THER BRLOW  PRATEAU.

FROM: BARMNES
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BAN HOUEI SAIX VIENTIENE USIS/VTE 15 1535MARCH' 71

USIS/LP AC/BHS, AC/SBY.

®* FRIGRITYI™

.. . USIS-VTE USINBO DTD 12 MARCH IS REPEATED BELOW F(R YOUR INFCRMATION. -

1, MELITARY ACTIVITY IN LACS REMAINS AT A REIATIVELY LOW LEVEL. —
2, SPCRADIC CLASHES WERK RE®CRTED THURSDAY NIGHT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT UNSCAND NGRTH
VIETNAMESE TROOPS NCRTH AND NGRTHRAST OF THE ROVAL CAPITAL OF LP. GOVERNMENT
FCORCES REPCRTED KILLING AT LEAST SIX COMMUNIST Mm TAKING ONE PRISONER. .
3, NRTH VIEWEMMESE GUNNERS FEMEXX FRIDAY FERED TWO ROCKETS INTO LONG TIENG, THE
GOVERNMENT DEFENSE BASE SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, BUT CAUWED NO DAMAGE (R
CASUALTIES, : -
Lo THE VILIAGE OF DONG HENE, SOME FCRTY~ FIVE KILLOMETERS EAST OF SAVANHAKHET
ABGNG ROUTE NING, WAS FCR THE SECCND DAY BOMBARDED BY NCRTH VIETNAMESE ROCKETS.
SIX ROCKETS IMPAGTEDX IN THE VILLAGE, WOUNDING ONE CIVILIAN AND DESTROYING A
PAGODA.,
B.FIRTHER SOUTH, GOVERNMENT DEFENSE POSITIONS AT BAN HOUE sayTHE CENTRAL PART
OF THE JSODCUBMS PLATEAU RECEIVED A NUMBER OF ROUNDS OF NCRTH VIETNAMBSE ARTILLERY

BOLOVENS
FIRE.
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%N HOUEI SAI VIENTINE ESIS/VTE 161120 MARCH*T1

USIS/VTE AC/BHS, AC/SBY.

PRIGRITY
USEE VEE USINFO DTD 15 MARCH. IS REPFEATED BELOW FCR YOUR INFORMATION,

1, SCATTERED SMALL.UNIT. CLASHED AND SHELLINGS OF GOVERNMENT POSITICNS.

BY NCGRTH VIETRAMESE FCRCES CONTINUE THROUGHOUT IAOS AS OF MONDAY AFTERNOON.

2, IN NGRTH CENTRAL IAGS, NORTH VIENTNAMESE TROOPS ATTACKED AND OCCUPIED
A GOVERNMENT POSITION NEAR THE VILIAGE OFMOUNG PHUN, ABOUT FIFTEEN KILOMETERS
NCRTH OF THE LARGE REFUGEE CENTER OF BAN SON. POSITION WAS DEFENDED BY
A SMALL SELF~DEFENSE.

3. SEVERAL CIASHES WERE REPRTED IN THE GENERAL VICINITCR OF THE GOVERNMENT
BASE OF LONG TIENG, AND NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED FOUR 122MILIMETTERS
ROCKETS INTO THE AREA OF SAM THONG.

4o IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAQS, COMMUNIST TROOPS RAIDED THE VILLAGE OF BAN NAN OKHIENG .
SOME FRTY-FIVE KILOMETERS EAST QF SAVANNAKHET, THECOMMUNISTS LOOTED THE
VILLAGE AND SET TWENTY HOUSES ON FIRE.

50 SMALL UNIT CLASHES OCCURRE ALSO NCRTH AND NCRTHEST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL
OF LUANG PRABANG.

6, IN THE SOUTH, NCRTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS FIRED SEVERAL MORTAR SHELLS INTO THE
AREA OF THEGOVERNMENT DEFENSE CAHPG" BAH HOUEI SAI, IN THE CENTRAL REGION

AR AR AN AR AR AR i
OF THE BOLOUENS PLATEANU. NCHTH VIETNAHESE TRCDPS OCCUPIED TWO MORE POSITIONS
IN THE EASTERN AND SOUTHERN PART OF THE PLATEAU.

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTINE USIS/VTE 171133 MARCH!'71

UsIs/LP AG/BHS, AC/SBY.

MRIRITY

¥SIS VIE USINFO DTD 16 MABH. IS REPEATED BELOW FCR YOU INFORMATING.

1.

2

3

THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGEX IN THE OVER ALL MILITARY SITUATION.

IN IAOS TODAY (TUBSDAY) SCATTERED CRASHES AND SPCRADIC SHELLINGS

OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS CONTINUE IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE KINGDOM.
ACCCREING TO REPCRTS RERCHING VIENTIANE A COMPANY OF MIXED PATHET 1A0O

AND N(RTH VIENTNAMESE TROOPS INFILTRATED A SMALL VILLAGE SOME FCRTY
KILOMETERS NORTH NCRTHEAST OF THECAPITAL, CONFISCATED ONE HUNDRED KIIGRAMS
OF RICE, BURNED T@® TRUCKS AND ABDUCTED TEN MEN.

IN THE NCRTH, NEAR THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG, COMMUNIST TROOPS
AMBUSHED A CIVILIAN BOAT ON THE MEKAING, KILLING TWO CREWMEN. ROYAL 1AO
AIR FORCE PLANZS SEARCHED OUT THEAMBUSHING FORCE ANH REPCRTEDLY KILIED
FIFTEEN COMMUNIST SOLDIERS.

NORTH VIENTNAMSES GUNNERS CONTINUE SPCRADIC SHELLING QOF GOVERNMENT
PCSITIONS AT BAN NA, LUST WEST @FEE PLAIN OF JARS. THEY ALSO FIRED

TWO ROCKETS INTO THE LAO ARMY BASE OF LONG TIENG CAUSING LIGHT CASUALTIES
AND NO DAMAGE. SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPCRTED IN THE .

GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS/VRE - 181150 MARCH'71
Mo
USIS/LP | M3/B¥S, AC/BEY.
.‘g ."F t\“‘m‘ )
" PRIORITY * i _ e Tk

i/ ‘ . TN

USIS VIENTIAVE USINFODTD 17 MARCH IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

1. AS OF WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN TH.
MILIRARY SETXXTXXINXLXREX SITUATION LAOS |/ VAN
2, SEVERAL SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WERE REPORTED {IN BOTH NORTH AND NORTH %,
CENTRAL LAOS, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF me.b
NORTH VIETAMEN  GUNNERS CONTINUE SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS IN THE'ARnMe
3, THERE ARE REPORTS OF COMMUNIST TROOPS MOVEN IN THE VECENITY 'OF THE \:“
LARGE REFUGEE CENTER OF BAN SON, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF VTE.
A LAO GOVERNMENT PATROL WAS AMBUSHED TWICE IN THER AREA ABOUT FIVE KILOMETEAS
SOUTH OF BAN SON. THE GOVERNMENT UNIT SUFFERED SEVERAL CASUALTIES

\ OVERALL

FROM: BARNSS,
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BA\ HOUEI SAT  VIENTIAIE USIS 22105); MARCH'71
V

SIS PASS TO USAID AC -?E

\%
» PRICRIIY " !

BSIS VIE USINFO DARED 19 MARCH IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORHATI%Q:

1, LA GOVERNMENT TROOPS HAVE BEATEN OFF A NOTH FM NORTH VIETNAMESE .;AT'TLCK WEST

OF THE PLAIN OF JARS WETH APPARENTLY SERIOUS LOSSES TO THE ATTACKERS.

2, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS OPENED THEIR ATTACK THURSDAY WITH HEAVY BOMBARDMENT

OF JARS, FIRING ABOUT A HUNDRED ROUNDS OF MORTARS, ROCKETS, AND RECOLLESS RIFLE

PROJECT ILES. AT NIGHT, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FOLLOWED WITH A GROUND ATTACK,

BUT WELL DUG'IN GOVERNMENT FORCES REPULSED THE ATTACKERS. REPORTS INDICATE THAT

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SUFFERED SERIOUS LOSSES IN THE UNSUCCESSFUL ASSAULT,

LATER, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS RESUMED SHELLING OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS.

3. FURTHER SOUTH THE LAO MILITARY BASE OF LONG TIENG WAS AGAIN SHELLED BY NORTH

VIETNAMESE ROCKETS, MM WHICH CAUSED LIGHT DAMAGE AND KILLED ONE CIVILIAN.,

lis ONLY SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LACS.

FROM: BARNES.




BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIA E USIS 221106 MARCH'T1

SIS PASS TO USAID AC'S

® PRIORITY ®

USIS VTE USINFO DATED 20 MARCH IS RERARTED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATENG

1,ONLY SCATTERED PATROL CLASHES WERE REPORTED THROUGHOUT RLG-CONTROLLED
RAOS FOR THE PAST TWENTY FOUR HOURS, ENDING SATURDAY AT NOONA.
2. NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE SPORADIC SHELLING OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS
AT BAN NA, JUST WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, BUT NOFURTHER NORTH VIETNAMESE
GROUND ATTACKS WERE REPORTED AFTER EARLY FRIDAY, WHEN A COMMUNIST PROBE WAS BROKEN
BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS AND LAO AIR FORCE PLANES.

FROM: BARNES




BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIN E US1S 1125
UsSIs PASS TO USAID AC'S.

" PRIORITY ®
USIS VIE USINFO DATED 21 MARCH IS REFBRTED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATIRH:
le ﬂml VIENTMESE GUNNERS ATTACKED WITH ROCKETS THE AIRPORT OF THE ROYAL
C APITAL OF LUANG PRABANG EARLY SUT DAY CAUSING LIGHT DAMAGE AND CASUALTIES,
2o AT LEAST THIRTY 122 MILIMETERS ROCKETS HIT THE AIRPORT SHORTLY ABTER MIDNIBHT,
SLIGHTLY DAMAGING FIVE AIRCRAFT AND CAUSING LIGHT CASUALTIES AMONG THE LAO
PERSONHEL.. EIGHT MORE ROEKETS IMPACTED IN THE SAME AREAASHORTLY AFTER SEVEN
IN THE MORNING. THE CITY OF LUANG PRABANE WAS NOT SHELLED .
3¢ AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME NCRTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS HEAvm SHELLED LAC BOVERNMENT
POSITIONS SOME TWENTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF LUANG PRABANG. OTHER GOVERNMENT DEFENSIVE
POSITIONS NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE CAPITALALSO REPCORTED EONTACTS WITH COMMUNIST
TROOPSE.
ho THIS IS THE FIRST COMMUNIST ATTACK AGAINST THE AIRPORT OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL
5,8(:5:?5? SGA%’?‘ggRED PATROL CLASHES AND SPORADIC SHERLINGS OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS
WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS.

FROM: BARNES
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BAN HOUEL SAT  VIENTIANE USIS 2BL510MARCHL —— .
w18 AC/SBH, AC/BES.

" PRIORITY "

USIS VIE USINFO DTD 2l MARCH. IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFOMATION:

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL LAOTIEN CAPTITAL OF LP IS GRADUALLY
STABILIZENG.

2+ GOVERNMENT FORCES, AFTER BEING REINFORCED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS, ARE
CONTINUING THEIR EFFDRTS TO IMPROVE THEIR POSITIONS NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF

THE CITY. NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS ARE STILL IN THE AREA AND NIGHT CLASHES AND
SPORADIC SHELLINGS OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ARE REPORTED.

3¢ IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARSy, NORTH
VIENAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS, ONE OUTPOST, ABOUT
SEVEN KILOMETERS EAST OF SAM THONG, RECEIVED MORE THAN JO ROUNDS OF 120 MILIMETERS
MORTAR FIRE. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BAN NA, BUST WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS,
WERE AISO SHELLED BY MORTARS AND RECOILESS REFLES SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES
WERE REPORTED THROUGHOUT THE AREA.

ljo ACCORDING TH REPORTS REACHING VTE, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE CONCENTRATING
NEAR DONG HENE ALONG ROUTE NINE SOME FIFTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET .
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BAN HOUEI SAL
JIEX VIENTIANE USIS 261052 MARCH'71

Us1s PASS TO AC'S USAID.

* PRICRITY ®
USIS VIE USINFO DTD 2§ MARCH. IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFOMATION:
1, THE LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS THURSDAY ENTERED THE TOWN OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH

CENTRAL LAOS, SOME NINETY KILOMERERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE
2, ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE GOVERNMENT TROOPS ENCOUNTERED ONLY TOKEN
OPPOSITION FROM THE NORTH VIEWNAMESE. THERE ARE REPORTS OF SUBSTANTIAL NORTH VIBNNAMESE
FORCES A LOCATED WEST OF MUONG PHALANE, CLOSER TO THE GOVERNMEN1 HELD TOWN OF DONG HENE.
MUONG PHALANE WAS CAPTURED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO.
3. IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS CLEARED A
MOUNTAIN RIDGE ABOUT SIX KILOMETERS NORTH OF LONG TIENG, LILLING IN THIS ACTION AT
LEAST TWENTY~FOUR NORTH VIETHAMESE SOLDIERS, WHILE SUPFERING ONLY VERY LIGHT CASUALTIES,

i, IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE SAME MENERAL AREA, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED NINE
ROCKETS INTO THE VALLAGE OF LONG TIENG WEDNESDAY, KILLING ENEX ONE CIVILIAN NO OTHER
DAMAGE WAS BONE FOUR OF THE ROCKETS DID NOT EXPLODE.
5o FARTHER NORTH, JUST WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, GOVERNMENT POSITICNS NEAR BAN NA WERE
SHELLED BY MORTARS NND ROCKETS. ROYAL LAO ARTILLERY AT BAN NA RESPONDED, FIRING XTD
INTO SUSPECTED NORTH VIEWNAMESE POSITIONS.
6o THE MILITARYE SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG IS LESS TENSE THAN
UESTERDAY, WITH GOVERNMENT TROOPS MOVING OUTWARD FROM THE CITY AT AND RETAKING POSITIONS
ABANDONED LAST SUNDAY AND MONDAY. ONE SKIRMISH WAS REPORTED WEDNESDAY EVENING ABOUT FOUR KX
KILOMETERS FROM LUANE& PRABANG AIRPORT IT LASTED FOR SEVERAL HOURS, WITH THE NORTH VIENNAMESE
RETREATING BEFORE DAWN.

7¢ IN VIENTIANE, THE ROYAL LA GBWERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT, FOLLOWING NORTH vxm'nnﬁsa ATTACKS
ON THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PROBANG, PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA SENT A PROTEST TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION AND GREAT BRITAIN, AS CO-CHAIRMEN OF 1962 GENAVA CONFERENCE
ON THE NEUTRALITY OF LASS. THE MESSAGES, THE EXACT CONTENTS OF WHICH WERE NOT DISCLOSED,
WERE HANDED THURSDAY TO THE AMBASSADORS OF THE TWO COUNTRYES IN VIENTIANE. THE GOVERNMENT
COMMUNIQUESTATED ONLY THAT THE PRIME MINISTER REQUESTED THE CO=-CHAIRMEN TO TAKE APPROPRIATE
MEASURES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS.

FROM: BARNN.




BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE SIS 291132 MARCH'71
usIS PASS TO AC'S USAID.

® PRIORITY ®
USIS VITE USINFO DTB 27 MARCH, IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFRMATION:

1, THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL LAD CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG

REMAINS SERIOUS, WITH STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSURE CLOSE TO THE CITY'S AIRPORT.
2o ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE AT LEAST TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE BATTALIONS
ATTACKED EARLY SATURDEY GOVERNMENT POSITIONS LOCATED THREE TO FIVE KILOMETERS

FROM THE AIRPORT. GOVERNMENT TROOPS, ASSISTED BY THE ROYAL LAOC AIR FORCE PLANES
STOPPED THE ATTACKERS AND LATER IN THE M@EIXMNX MORNING RE-OCCUPIED SOMES HIGH
POSITIONS ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS FARTHER EAST. A NORTH VIETNMESE SAPPER ATTACK

WAS FOILED BY GOVERNMENT PATROLS SOUTH OF THE AIRPORT.

3o IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LASS NORTH VIATNAMESE
GUNNERS CONTINUED SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS IMMEDIATELY WEST OF THE PLAIN:

THE LILLTOP POSITIONS AT BAN NA WERE SHELLED BY ROCKETS, MORTARS AND ARTILLERY

FOR SIXTH CONSECUREVE DAY, GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY IN THE AREA FIRED BACK AT SUSPECTED
NORTH VIETNAMESE GUN LOCATIONS. :

Lo FURTHER SOUTH, IN THE SAME SECTOR, A GOVERNMENT PATROL FOUND A NORTH VIETNAMESE
SOLDIER HIDING IN A CAVE., HE WAS WOUNDED ABOUT A MONTH AGO IN A LAO AIR FORCE AIR
STRIKE AND ABANDONED BY HIS COMRADES,

Se ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER PARTS OF LAOS.

FROMs BARNS




BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 291511 MARCH'T1

SIS PASS TC AC'S USAID.

" PRIORITY ®

le THE MILITARY, SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL LAOTIEN CAPITAL AS SOME WHAT IRPROVED.
THE NIGHT FROM SATURDAY TO SUNDAY WAS DESCRIBED AS RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ONLY
OCCASIONAL EXDHANGES OF FIRE. DURING THE DAY SATURDAY GOVERNMENT FORCES ADVAN CED
OUTWARD FROM THEIR PEROMETER AROUND THE AIRPORT, SECURING SEVERAL HIGH GROUND
POSITIONS, AS WELL AS A HIGHWAY BRIDGE IN SEVERAL SHARP CLASHES DURING THESE
OPERATIONS GOVERNMENT UNITS KILLED OVER ONE HUNDRED EXRE NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS
AND CAPTURED A NUMBER (F INDIVIDUAL AND CREW=-SERVED WEAPONB, WHILE SUFFERING ONLY
LIGHT CASUALTIES.

2o EISEWHERE IN LACS, BOVERNMENT POSITIONS NEAR BAN NA, JUST WERT OF THE PLAIN EB
OF JARB, ARE STILL UNDER HEAVY ROCKET, MORTAR® AND ARTILLERY FIRE. GOVERNMENT
ARTILLERY RETURNS THE FIRE, SHELLING SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNMMESE GUN EMPLACEMENTS.
FARTHER SOUTH, THE GOVERNMENT BASE AT LONG TIENG WAS SHELLED SATURDAY BY ROCKETS WHICH
CAUSED LIGHT DAMAGE AND CASUALIIES,

3¢ IN SLUTH CENTRAL LACS GOVERNMENT TROOPS CLASHED SENERAL TIMES SATURDAY WITH

NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS NEAR THE TOWN OF MOUNG PHALANE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST
OF SAVANNAKHET. LAO AIR FORCE PLANES SUPPORTED THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS AND THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE, WITHDREW AFTER SUFFERING AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED KILLED. GOVER NMENT

LOSSES WERE TERMED AS LIGHT.

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN SAI VIENTIANG UsIs 011kko EXREXN'T1

USIS - PASS TO AG'S USAID.

® PRIORITY ®

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 31 MARCH IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATIONs
1., LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIESREPORT INCREASED NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSURE ON GOVERNMENT
FORCES IN NORTH CENTRAL LACS, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS.
2, THE GOVERNMENT BASE CAMP AT BAN NA, JUST WEST OF THE PLAIN, HASBEEN BNDER
HEAVY SHELLING THY ARTILLERY ROCKETS AND MORTARS FOR NEARLY TWO WEBKS. ACCORDING
TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE WEDNESDAY, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE NOW CLOSE
ENOUGH TO BAN NA TO ENGAGE THE DEFENDERS WITH SMALL ARMS FIRE.
3, THE MAIN GOVERNMENT BASE IN THE AREA, LONG TIiNG, WAS ROCKETED AGAIN WEDNESDAY
FOUR ROCKETS INPACTED NEAR THE AIRSHIP, BUT CAUSED NO DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTIES.
ROCKETENG OF LONG TIENG HAS BECOME AN ALMOST DAILY OCCURENCE FOR THE PAST WEEK
OR SO

AREA
L, THE/ XEEXAROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG IS REPORTED RELATIVELY GALM
AND THE SITUATION THERE MAY BE STABILIZENG.

Se ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER PARTS OF LAOS.

i FROM3: BARN




BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USSS/VTE 021115 APRIL'7L

AC'S ALLK FIELD STATION

W PRICRITY *®
DURING WEEKEND AND EARLY NEXT WEEK .YOU WILL RECEIVE TWO LARGE
BATCHES LAO PHOTO SHEETS COVERING STORY OF MR~IV PL RALLIERS,
ONE SIDE ONLY
BA FIRST RKEK BATCH WILL BE PRINTED / FOR WALL POSTING, SECOND
BATEH BOTH SIDES. PLEASE EXPEDISE XNIX DISTRIBUTION YUUR AREA

THROUGH LIS, FAR,AND ANY OTHER CHENNELS YOU MAY HAVE.

FROM: NAUGHTON.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE URIS

USIS PASS TO AC' SSA{D -

g
® PRIORITY *

A

3 J ; N
USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 01 APRIL IS REPEATEB BELOW FOR YCUR 1=§oamnom

1. THER WAS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUAAION IN LAOS
POR THE PAST TWENTY FOUR HOURS. ENDING THERSDAY AFTERNOON. §

2, LAO GOVERNEMENT POSITIONS IN THE PROXIMITY OF THB PLAIN OF UARS ARE REPORTED

T0 BE STILL UNDER IN~TERMITTENT NORTH VIETNAMESE ARTILLERY, R(J

FIRED. SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE ALSO REPORTED IN THE S IME GENERALAREA

3, GOVERNMENT GROUP IN THE VICINITY OF THE RONAL CAPITAL OF [P MOVED THEIR

POSITIONS FORWARD TOWARD THE NORTH AND NORTHEAST AGAINTS SPORMADIC NOREH VIENTNAMESE

RESISTANCE. .
Se ACCORDING TO B A DELAIED REPORT, NOR¥H VIESNAMESE UNITS 3? FFERED RARXXXEXRKIE

FROM OTHER AREA OF LACS. !

FROM: BARNES
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BAI HOUEI SAIE VIENTIANE BIs 051620 APRIL!'T1

sIs PASS TO AC'S USAID

® PRIORITY ™
USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD O APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

1. FIVE MCRE PATHET LAOS SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTH

LAOS THIS WEEKEND, BRINGING TO AT LEAST 112 THE TOTAL NUMBER OF COMMUNIST DOLDIER
WHO RECENTLY RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT.

2¢ 140 MILITARY HEADQUARTERS IN PAKSE SAID TCDAY THAT THE LATEST ARRIVALS BROUGHT
THEIR FAMILIES WITH THEM, AS WELL AS THEIR WEAPONS AND OTHER, MILITARY EQUIPMENT,
3+ IN THE MEANTIME, THE SITUATION NEAR THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS
REMAINS SERIOUS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS KEEPING. UP HEAVY SHELLING OF GOVERNMENT
POSITIONS NEAR BAN NA ,A GOVERNMENT OUTPOST SOME FOUR KILOMLTERS WEST OF BAN NA
WAS ATTACKED FRIDAY NEGHT BY NORTH VIETNAMESE GROUND UNITS BUT THE DEFENDERS STOCD
THEIR GROUND. AILSO ON FRIDAY, ANOTHER GOVERNMENT OUTPOST EAST SOUTHEAST COF THE
PLAIN OF JARS WAS LOST FOLLOWING A DETERMINED NORTH VIETNMMESE ATTACK. EXRITXIX

Lie SEVERAL NEW CLASHES WERE REPORTED SATURDAY AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL CF LUANG
PRABANG, GOVERNMENT UNITS TRYING TO MOVER OUTWARD AND OCCUFY NEW POSITIONS,
ENCOUNTERED HEAVY NORTH VIETNAMESE RESESTANCE AWD WEEE FORCED TO RETURN TO THEIR
INITIAL DEFENSE PERIMETER.

Ge ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS,

FROME BALRNES,
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BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 051720 APRIL'T)

§
HI

USIS PASS TO AC'S {USAID

¥

A
® PRIORITY ™

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 02 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

o

1,LAC QGOVERNEMT TROOPS WERE REPORTED FRIDAY TO HAVE INPROVED THEIR POSITIONS AROUND
THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF ER LP GOVERNMENT PROOPS FANNENOUT TWARD

NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE CITY, ACCUPYING SEVERAL HIGH GROUND POSITICNS AGAINST
ONLY LIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION.

2, IN NORTH CENTRAL LAQS, GOVEANMENT POSITIONS NEAR BAN AN, JUST WEST OF THE PLALN
OF JARS, ARE STILL UNDER INTERMITTENT, BUT HEAVY, NORTH VIESNAMESE GUN AND ROCKET
FIRE. ROYAL LAO ARTILLERY RESPONDED, FIRING BACK AT SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNAMESE GUN
SITES. GOVERNMENT UNITS, OPERATING JUST WEST OF BAN NA, ENGAGED NORTH VIETNAMESE
FORCES IN A GROUND ACTION, KILLENG AT LEAST ELEVEN COMMUNIST SOLDIERS SWEEP OF

THE BATTLE GROUND DISCLOSED ANOTHER TWEENTY=-ONE NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS KILLED BY LAO
AIRPLANES SUPPORTING GOVERNMENT TROCPS. A QUARTITY OF WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION WAS
ALSO SEIZED BY THE GOVERNMENT UNIT.

FROM: BARNES,
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE BIs 061050 APRIL'71

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID.

WPRIORITY"

USIS VIE USINFO DTD 05 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

VIETNAMESE
1. JORTHAXESNN PRESSURE AGAINST LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS WAS REPORTED TO BE ON
THE INCREASE TO DAY IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS .
2+ GOVERNMENT DEFENSE POSITIONS NEAR BAN NA SEEM TO BE THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE
OF NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS. BAN NA HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO HEAVY BOMBARDMENT BY
ROCKETS MORTARS AND ARTILLERY FCR OVER TWQO WEEK&. EARLY SUNDAY MORNING GOVERNMENT
*TROOPS WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW FROM TWO OUTPOSTS IN THE OUTER DEFENSE PERIMETER
OF BAN NA IN THE FACE OF STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE MORTAR AND GROUND ASSAULIS
3o FURTHER SOUTH GOVERNMENT TROOPS SUFFERED MODERATE TO HEAVY CASUALTIES IN AN
UNSUCCESSHUL ATTACK ON NORTH VEETNAMESEHILLTOP POSITIONS SOME FOUR KILOMETERS
EAST OF SAM THONG. THES His# HIGH GROUND IS USED BY THE NORTH XIKTEMK VIETNAMESE
AS ASITE FOR LAUNCHING ROCKETS AT SAM THONG AND LONG TIENG.
o THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP REMAINS STATIONARY WITH
NO SIGNIFICANT CLASHES REPORTED.
5o ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS.

FROMs BARNES
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BAN Hﬁﬂysu VIENTIAVE USIS 0710L0 APRILIY1

SIS PASS TO AC'S USAID.

® PRIORITY®
USIS VITE USINFO DTD 06 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

1o RENEWED FIGHTING WAS REPORTED MONDAY AROUND THE ROYAL LAC CAPITAL OF LUANG
PRABANG .

2, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ATTABKED GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE MEKONG
ABOUT FIFTEEN KILOMETERS NORTH AND NORTH EAST OF LUANG PRABANG RESPECTIVELY. AS A
RESULT OF ONE ATTACK GOVERNMENT FORCES WITHDREW A SHORT DISTANCE FROM THEIR POSITION,
BUT RECAPTURED THE SITE TWO HOURS LATER. AT LEAST SEVEN NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS
WERE KILLED IN THIS ACTION AND GOVERNMENT TROOPS CAPTURED A NUMBER OF WEAPONS AND
OTHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT.

3+ IN THE SECOND CLASH, GOVERNMENT UNITS REPULSED THE ATTACKERS, KILLING AT LEAST
FIVE OF THEM., GOVERNMENT FORCES SUFFERED NO CASUALTIES IN THE ENCOUNTERS,

lio THERE WAS A RELATIVE DECREASE IN MILITARY ACTIVITY IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE
PLAIN OF JARS. THE GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BAN NA, WHICH WERE UNDER HEAVY NORTH
VIETNAMESE SHELLING FOR MORE THAN THO WEEKS, RECEIVED ONLY A FEW MORTAR SHELIS IN THE
PAST THENTY-FOUR HOURS. NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED THREE 122 MILIMETER ROCKETS
INTO THE GOVERNMENT BASE AT LONG TIENG. A CHILD WAS KILLED AND THREE CIVILIANS WOUNDED.
RAMAGE WAS REPORTED TO BE VERY LIGHT.

5e FARTHER TO THE WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, COMMUNIST TROOPS EARLY THESDAY ATTACKED
GOVERNMENT POSITIONS SOME TWENTY-FEVE KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE TOWN OF MUONG KASY
KX THE ATTACK WAS REPULSED WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY.

6. NERXXE ONLY SMALL UNIT SCATTERBD CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LACS

FROM3: BARNES
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 081030 APRIL'T1

USIs PASS TO AC'S USAID.

® PRICRITY™
USIS VIE USINFO DID 07 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
1, NORTH VIETNAMESE CUNNERS RESUMED HEAVY SHELLING OF LAO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS
AT BAN NA, JUST WERT OF THE PLAIN OF JARS,
2, BAN NA HAS BEEN UNDER HEAVY BOMBARDMENT BY NCRTH VIETNAMESE ARTILLERY, ROCKETS
AND MORTARS FOR MORE THAN TWO WEEKS, THE SHELLING WAS A LIITLE LIGHTER FOR THE
PAST TWO Da.iYS, BUT AGAIN BECOME VIOLENT TUESDAY EVENING AND LASTED MOST OF THE NIGHT
3o THE HILLTOP STRONGHOLD OF BAN NA IS LOCATED NEAR THE WESTERN RIM OF THE PLAIN
OF JARS, SOME FIFTEEN KILOMETERS NORTH OF LONG TIENG, THE MAIN GOVERNMENT BASE
IN THE AREA, BAN NA WAS CAPTURED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DURING THEIR DRY SEASON
OFFENSIVE IN MARCH OF 70 AND RECAPTURED BY THE GOVERNMENT IN THE OCT.
lio OLY SCATTERED CLASHES AND THE PATROL SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHERS AREAS

OF LACS.

FROMs BARNES,



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 091515 APRIL'T1L

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID.

* PRIORITY "
USIS VIE USINEO DTD 08 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS WEDNESDAY ABANDONED THE DEFENSE BASE CAMP AT BAN NA JUST WEST OF THE

PLAIN OF JARS,

2, BAN NA HAS BEEN UNDER HEAVY NORTH VIETNAMESE SHELLINGS FCR MORE THAN TWO WEEKS. GOVERNMENT

TROOPS MOVED OUT OF THE POSITIONS AFTER YET ANOTHER HEAVY BARRAGE OF MORTARS, ROCKETS AND

ARTILLERY SHELLS, THEY REPORTEDLY TOOK THEIR WOUNDED WITH THEM.

3¢ ELSEWHERE IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED THREE 122 MILIMETER

ROCKETS INTO THE GOVERNMENT BASE OF LONG TIENG, CAUSING LIGHT DAMAGE BUT NO CASUALTIES.

Le THE AREA AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL F LP REMAINS RELATIVELY QUIET, ONLY LIGHT PATROL

ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED, WITH GOVERNMENT UNITS STAGING AT LEAST TWO SUCCESSFUL AMBUSHES

AGAINST NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS.

Se ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM PAKSE THERE PATHET LAO CIVILIAN OFFICIALS ARRIVED WITH THEIR

FAMILIES IN THIS SOUTHERN LAO CITY, AFTER RALLYING TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE ON THE BOLEVENS
PLATEAU., THE THREE HELD ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS IN THE COMMUNIST OCCUPIED TERRITORY

NEAR SARAVANE,

6, THIS BRINGS TO MORE THAN 150 PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS WHO RECENTLY JOENED THE
GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SCUTHERN LAOS. THEY ALL REPORTED GROWING ENMITY BETWEEN THE PATHET LAC

AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IN COMMUNIST CONTROLED AREAS ACCORDING T8 THE RALLIERS, THIS ERIRIIZ!

FRICTION, BORN OUT OF ILL-TREATMENT BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE OF THE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND EX[

CIVILIANS LEADS TO FREQUENT A BLODDY CONFRONTATIONS.

T« IN VIENTIANE A SCHOOL INSPECTOR CAPTURED A VETERAN PATHET LAC SOLDIERX AND TURNED HIM TO

OVER TC THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES, THE COMMUNIST SOLDIER, NAMED CHAN LEUT, WHO SERVED WITH
THE PATHET LAO FOR SOME TEN YEARS, WAS ON HIS WAY FROM SOUTHERN LAOS TO A NEW ASSIGNMENT IN

THE NORTH. HE DECIDED TO STOP AND SEE A FRIEND IN THE VIENTIANE AREA, BUT WENT TO THE WRENG

HOUSE. ME. THAN PHOMSOUVAN, WHO LIVES THERE, GUESSED THE INDENTITY OF HIS VISITOR, COLLARED

HIM AND TOOK HIM IXX TC THE MILITARY HEADQUARTERS IN VIENTIANE.

FROMs BARNES.



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE SIS 101620 AFRIL'71

KsIs

REPEATED BELOW KXX FYI STATE TELEGRAM NO. 057376 DID APRIL 6, 1971.

QUOTEs WASHINGTON STAR APRIL 1 ARBUCKLE ARTICLE (UHNI&CESSARY WORDS DELETED}
- ENTITLED " WAR TURNS LAOS CAPIYAL TO REFUGKE NIGHT MAKRL™,

QUOTE:s MORE THAN 9,000 REFUGEES HAVE FLOQDED LAO ROYAL CAPITAL, FLEEING COMMUNIST FORCES
NORTH OF CITY, IHFf-UEX CAUSING SEVEHE SANITATION AND WATER SUPPLY PROBLEMS, LAO AND Ul.S.
OFFICIALS SaID. LUANG PRABANG'S POPULATION 20,000 OFFICIALSXX TOOK GRRESPONDENTS TO SAND EX
BAR IN MIDDLE MEKONG RIVER OPPOSITE KING SAVAN(: VATTHANA'S PALACE, THERE SEVERAL THOUSAND
REFUGEES LIVING IN STRAW DEAN-TCS WITHOUT WATER OR SANITATION FACILITILS. SAND BAR

RENN COMPLETELY DEVOID VEGETATION AND EXPOSiD BLAZING SUN. SEVERAL R.EFUGEES ON IS LAND
DIED OF DYSENTERY DESPITE TREATMENT SWISS MEDICAL TEAM.

OUTBREAK CHOLERA BEARED. SAND ISLAND JUST ¥EW HUNDRED SQUARE YARES IN SIZI:- AND REFUGLES
SQUEEZED LIKE SARDINES., SOME DEA-TOS RIZHT AT WATER'S EDGE,

PEOPLE CHOSE SET THEMSELVES UP HExE. I DON'T KNOW WHY, WE COULDN'1 XRE STOP THEM. ™ AND-
OFFICIAL SAID, FOR 8,890, ON BANKS OF MEKONG CONDITIONS JUST AS BAD. HERE THERE TWO

GROUPS OF MEO TRIBESMENT AND LAQO THEUNG TRIBES., MEO LIVING IN LOWLYING BURNT RICE FIELDS,
BLISTEREEN BY SUN AND WIND, BRAISING MX SWIRLING DUST DEVELS. ONLY SHELTER STRAW DEAN-TOS

WATER SCARCK. DYSENTERY AND OTHER TROPICAL DISEASES SUCH AS YAWS PREVALENT,

THEY LIVING CFF U.S. RICE DROPS. NEARBY, IN SEARCH CCCLNESS, LAC THEUNG FAMILITIES HAVE
BUILT GRASS SHELTERS IN GULLY AMONG RICE FIELDS. GULLY SYILL HAS WAT:R, RAPIDLY DRYING
INTO SERIES MUDDY POCLS. WATER STINKS, " WE TRYING TEACH THESE PEOPLE ABOUT SANITAIION
BUT IT'S DIFFICULT. THEY SQUAT DOWN EVERYWHERE,"™ AN OFFICIAL SAID. BESIDES THIS SQUALOR
IS FEAR AMONGST LAO THEUNG. BOTH THEY AND MEOS FROM VILLAGES ON BLACK MCUNTAIN NORTHWEST
HERE, BEFORE THAT THEY CAME FROM MUONG SAI O CHINESE ROAD SYSTEM INIC LAOS. AT MUONG SAI
THEY KILLED 15 NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS IN ORDER ESCATPE. SEWERAL VILLAGES WERE ASSIGNEN
EACH SOLDIER. THEN THEY MURDERED THEM ALL AT ONCE. COMMUNISTS HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN. THEY
CAUGHT AND EXECUTED THREE LAO THEUNG AT PHOUDUM. OTHERS FEAR RETRIBUTION. EVERY SCHOOL

IN CPITAL.E CITY OFFICIALS SAY LUNNG PRABANG'S WATER STORAGE FACILITIES ARE FOR POPULATION
INFLUEX., THERE IS NO WATER HALF THE DAY, MORE REFUGEES ON WAY HERE. IN VILLAGES NORTH OF
HERE ALONG MEKONG PEOPLE COLLECTING POSSESSIONS, JUMPING INTO BOATS AND HEADING FOR
EXRITXL.



BAN HCUEI SAI VIENT IANE UsIS 101620 AFRIL'T1

CAPITAL,
AT MOUNG KHAM, THEEE MILES NORTH OF CAPITAL, PEOPLE JUMPED INTC BOATS AS LACER TROOPS
MOVED UP IN ASSAULT ON COMMUNIST POSITIONS., OFFICIALS EXPECT REFUGEE TOTAL LUNNG

PRABANG TO REACH 11,000 WITHIN FEW DAYS, FURTHER STRAINING CITY 'S MEAGER RESOURCES. END XN
QUOT..

FROM: GUZOWSKI.



BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 130830 Apr. 71 PS

USIS/LP AC/BHS

(PRIORITY)

JNUSIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTID 9 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1. CLASHES AND ARTILLERY DUELS CONTINUED FRIDAY IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF
THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS.
2o THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE SITUATION SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN
OF JARS SINCE Gommmm TROOPS EVACUATED WEDNESDAY THE BASE CAMP OF BAN NA
JUSTWEST OF THE PLAIN, A NUMBER OF SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE THROUGHOUT THE AREA.
30 THE HII&RY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANGPRABANG REMAINS
UNCHANGED, ONLY LIGHT PATROL ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED NORTHEAST OF THE CAPITAL.
Lo THE REST OF THE KINGDOM WAS RELATIVELY QUIET WITH A FEW SCATTERED
SKIRMISHES REPORTED IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY.

FROM: BARNES,




BAN HOUEI SAI  VIENTIANE USIS 130845 Apr. 71 P

USIS/LP AG/BHS

(PRIORITY)

USIS VIENTIANE USINF@ DTD 11 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1, NOSINGIFICANT MILITARY ACTIONS WERE REPORTED SATURDAY AND EARLY SUNDAY
IN LAOS,.

2+ A NUMBER OF SMALL UNIT CLASHES OCCURRED IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE BOLOVEN
PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS,, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLALN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL
LAOS, AND IN THE VICINITY OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG ERABANG, IN THE NORTH.

FROM: BARNES,




BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE Usis 13 1455 #RIL'T1

USIS  PASS TO AC'S USAID

KER USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD12 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES MONDAY ENLARGED THEIR DEFENSE PERIMETER AROUND

THE RBYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG.

2 GOVERNMENT FORCES PROTECEING THE ROYAL CAPITAL MOVED QUIWARD TOWARD THE NORTH
AND NORTHEAST, SECURING SEVERAL NEW DEFENSEVE POSITIONS, WHIEE FORWARD PATROLS
CLASHED WITH NORTH VEETNAMESE UNITS IN THE AREA, THEY MAINTAINED THEIR NEW
POSITIONS.

3¢ A NUMBER OF SMALL XXX UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL AREA 3BXNZX SOUTHWEST
SEXITINMERX OF THE PLAIN OF JARS AND NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS SHELLED GOVERNMENT
POSITIONS JUST SOUTH OF THE ABANDONED BASE CAMP OF BAN NA.

Lo NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAQS.

FROM: MCGINLEY
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BA HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS
170625 Apre 71

UsIs AC/BHS

(PRIORITY)

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 1l APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
1, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS AS OF WEDUESDAY REMAINS BASICALLY
UNCHANGED o
2o LAO GOVERNMENT UNITS ARE CONDUCTING PATROL ACTIVITIES A LONG THEIR
DEFENSE PRIMETER NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANGPRABANG.
3, SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THEGENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST
OR THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, ALSO, IN THE SAME AREA,
NORTH XXENIIXNE VIETNAMESE GUNNERS KEPT UP HEAVY SHELLINGS OF REMAINING -
GOVERNMENT POSITIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE A BANDONED BASE CAMP OF
BAN NA.
lie ONLY SCATTERED PATROL SKIRMISHES WERE REPCRTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LACS,.

FROMs MCGINLEY,
(PM)




BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIsS 170646 Apr. T1

USIS AC/BES

(PRIORITY)

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 15 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

1,COMMUNIST SOLDIERS IN NORTH CENTRAL LACS EXECUTED EIGHT UNARMED JXBERX

CIVILIARS, A MONG THEM ONE SMALL CHILD AND FOUR WOMEN,

2,ACCORDING TO LAO GOUERNMENT AUTHORITIES A SMALL BUS TRAVELING TOWARD THE REFUGEE
CENTER AT BAN SON, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS NORTH OF VIENTIANE, WAS AMBUSHED
TUESDAY ON THE ROAD ABOUT TWENTY-SEVEN KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THE CENTER. AFTER
STOPPING THE VEHICLE WITH ROCKET FIRE, THE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS DRAGGED THE
OCCUPANTS OUT AND SHOT THEM AT CLOSE RANGE.

3 MEANWHILE, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS THURSDAY REMAINED UNCHANGED, SEVERAL
CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS AND
NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS SHELLED GOVERNMENT POSITIONS SOUTH OF TA TAM BLUENG.

L,,ONLY MINOR CONTACTS WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS.

FROM3s MCGINLEY, (PM)




XIEN BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 191210 AFRIL'71 BX

UsIs PASS TO AC'S USAID.

® PRIORITY %
USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 17 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

1. NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES AROUND THE ROYAL LAO CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG RENEWED

THIER OFFENSBVE ACTIVITIES THURSDAY NIGHT AND FRIDAY WITH HEAVY MORTARING OF GOVERNMENT
POSITIONS EAST NORTHEAT AND EAST OF THE CITY,

2o ONE GOVERNMENT POSITION, SOME SIX KILOMETERS EAST OF LUANG PRABANG AIRPORT, HAD TO
BE ABANDONED AFTER THE DEFENDERS SUFFERED A NUMBER OF CASUALTIES FROM THE PROLONGED
SHELLING. OTHER POSITIONS SHELLED ARE LOCATED ABOUT NINETEEN KILOMETERS EAST NORTHEAST
OF THE CITY.

3o THERE WERE ALSO REPORTS OF SEVERAL PATROL CLASHES ALONG THE DEFENSE PERIMETERX AROUND
LUANG PRABANG.

lio NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUED FRIDAY AND SRTURDAY SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS
WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, A NUMBER OF SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL
AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN.

S5e ACCORDING TO A DELAY-ED REPORT, A GOVERNMENT UNIT PATROLLING SOME FORTY KILOMETERS
NORTH OF VIENTIANE HEARD WEDNESDAY SOUNDS OF A SHARP FIRE-FIGHT IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY
GOVERNMENI PATROLS, SENT 10 INVESTIGALL, FOUND NUMEROUS TRACES OF A VIGOROUS ENGAGEMENT
APPARENS®-LY BiIWEEN NORTH VIsiNAMBSE AND PATHErx LAO TROOPS, AS THERE WERE NO OTHER GOVERNMENT
FORCES IN THE AREA.

THERE WERE INDICATIONS OF CASUALTIES IN THE SHARP CONFLICT.

6o ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO, MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED PATHER LAO SOLDIERS, WHO RALLIED TO THE
GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOU’I‘HERN LACS, REPORTED A GROWING ENMITY BETWEEN THE NCRTH VIETNAMESE
AND THE PATHET LAO IN THE SOUTH.

FROMs BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE j
USIZS 1910 ARILITL B 3¢

PASS TO AC'S USAID |

" PRIORITY ®

USIS VIERTIANE USINFO DTD 18 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATIONG
1, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS REMAINED SUNDAY VIRTUALLY UNCHANGED WITH ]

\ o

OCCASIONAL SHELLINGS OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND SPORADIC CLASHES REPORTED

ALONG THE DEFENSE PERIMETER AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP AND IN THE GENERAL , | \

AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS.

2. NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS MAINTAINED MORTAR AND ROCKET FIRE AGAINST GOVERNMENT
POSITIONS WEST OF THE ABANDONED BASE CAMP OF BAN NA NEAR THE PLAIN OF JARS WITH

LAO ARTILLERY FIRING BACK AT SUSPECTED COMMUNIST GUN EMPLACEMENTS . SEVERAL SMALL |
reported ‘
UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE/KEEREREE EAST AND NORTHEAST OF THE MAIN GOVERNMENT BASE OF

1
!
LONG THI TIENG. !

3¢ ONLY SCATTERED PATROL ENCOUNTERS WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS., \1
I

FROM: BARNS,



BS’ HOUEIL SAI VILNTIANE USIS 201105 APRIIAT1 BX

USLS PASS TO USAID'S AC

® FRIORITY

USIS VTE USINFO DTD 19 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFO3

1, MOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE IMPROVED THEIR DEFENSIVE POSITICNS AROUND THE ROYAL LAO
CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANF.

2+ CONTINUING THEIR OPERATION TO ENLARGE THE PERIMETER AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL
GOVERNMENT UNITS MOVED EAST AND NCRTHEAST SUNDAY TO OCCUPY SEVERAL HIGH GRCUND
POSITIONS. THESE POSITIONS HAD BEEN CONTROLLED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE TROBPS SINCE

MARCH 21, WHEN THE COMMUNISTS LAUNCHED A LARGE SCALE ASSAULT AGAINST GOVERNMENT

TROOPS IN THE AREA, TO GETHER WITH A ROCKET AND MORTAR ATTACK ON LUANG PRABANG AIRPORT.

3, THE SUNDAY OPERATION BY BOVERNMENT IXERE TROOPS WAS SUPPORTED BY TACTICAL AIR STRIKES,

THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS MET NO OPFOSITION FROM THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WHEN THEY ADVANCED
ON THE EIGH GROUND POSITIONS.

4o FURTHER NCRTH, HOWENER, A GOVERNMENT UNIT WAS STOPPED BY STRONG FIRE FROM ENTRENCHED
NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS.

5e¢ IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JAHS, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS
CONTINUED SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS WEST AND SOUTH OF THE ABANDONED BASE CAMP

OF BAN NA, GOVEANMENT ARTILLERY FIRED BACK AT SUSPE.TED COMMUNIST GUN EMPLACEMENTS
SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE ALSO REPORTED THROUGHCUT THE AREA.

6, OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS WERE REPORTED RELATIVELY CALM.

FROMs BARNES,

NS % -.



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 211445 APRIL'T1, BL

IZ3E USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID.

" PRIORITY ®
USIS VIE USINFO DTD 19 AFRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFO3

le TWO MORE RENKING PL OFFICERS RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN

LAOS MONDAY .

2¢ ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIE, A PL BATTALION COMMANDER AND A COMPANY COMMANDER
FROM THE SAME BATTALION ARRIVED IN PAKSE AND DECLARED THEIR SUPPORT FCR THE

ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT » THE BATTALION COMMANDER, LIEUTENANT COLONEL SOUTCHAI, SERVED

WITH THE PL FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS., HE SAID HE WAS RECENTLY RELIEVED OF COMMAND OF

THE ELEVENTH PL BATTALION BY THE RANKING NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFICER, BUT WAS ALLOWED

TO GO ON LEAVE TO VISIT HIS FAMILY. HE WAS JOINED BY ONE OF HIS FORMER COMPANY COMMANDERS,

KHAM PHAN, BOTH OFFICERS CONTACTED ROYAL LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIES IN PAKSE AND

ASKED TO JOIN THE GOVERNMENT SIDE.

3¢ SOME FOUR WEEKS AGO, WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED PL OFFICERS AND MEN RALLIED IN SOUTHERN

LAOS TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE. THEY REPORTED A GROWING ENMITY BETWE:N THE PL AND THE

NORTH VIETNAMESE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. ACCORDING TO THE RALLEERS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE

MISTREAT BOTH THE CIVILIANS AND THE PL SOLDIERS UNDER THEIR CONTROL.,

Lo IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, COMMUNIST GUNNERS FIRED TWENTY 122 MILIMETER ROCKETS INTO

A SMALL VILLAGE EAST OF SEBANG HIENG. THREE VILLAGERS WERE KILLED AND THREE WOUNDED

THERE ARE NO MILITARY IN& / IN THE VICINITY OF THE VILLAGE,

FUXHEXNENIXEXTNER TARGETS '

S5eMEANWHILE THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP HAS BEEN IMPROVED

FORLOWING SEIZURE BY GOVERNMENT FORCES OF SEVERAL HIGH GROUND POSITIONS NORTHAST OF

THE CAPITAL, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS RETREATED SUNDAY WITH OUT A FIGHT, BUT ON MONDAY

THEY MORTARED THE NEW/BEXER POSITIONS, GOVERNMENT UNITS HELD THEIR GROUND.

GOVERNMENT

64 IN THE XH AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUED

SHELLING GOVERNMENT PCSITIONS WEST AND SOUTH OF THE ABANDONED BASE CAMP OF BAN NAe

SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES TOCK PLACE IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA,.

FROM: BARNES,



BAN HOUEIL SAIL VIENTIANE USIS 221137 APRIL'T1 BX
USIS PASS TO AC'S USIAD.

* PRIORITY"
USIS VIE $SINFOR DTD 21 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFO:
1,THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS WEDNASDAY
2o SCATTERED CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPCRTED ARQUND THE QUTER DEFENSE
PERIMETER OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG AND IN THE ¥ GENERA.LAKRIE: SOUTHWEST
OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. A FEW PATROL ENCOUNTERS TOOK PLACE IN OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS.
3¢ ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM PAKSE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, TWO PATHET LAOC CIVILIAN OFFICIALS
gALLIED WEDNESDAY TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE, BRINGING THEIR FAMILIES WITH THEM.
Lo OVER THE PAST&NER SEVERAL WEEKS WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED OFFICERS AND MEN FROM
PATHET LAO UNITS CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. ‘.!‘HEI ALL REPORTED
SHARP AND GROWING FRICTION BETWEEN THE PATHET LAO AND THE NORTH VIMME OVER .

THE ILL«TREATMENT OF LAO CIVILIANS AND PATHET LAO SOLDIERS BY THE NORTH VIETNAMBSE
OFVERLORDS .

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEISAI VIENTIANE USIS 231200 APRRILETL BX

UsIs PASS TO AC'S USAID

» PRICRITY *

USIS VIE USINFOR DTD 22 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFO:
1, LAO GOVERNENT FORCES WEDNESRAY FURTHER EXTENDED THEIR DEFENSE PERIMETER
ARQUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRADANG.
2. GOVERNMENT UNITS, ADVANCING AGAINST LIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION, SECURED
TWO LOCALITIES NORTHEGST OF THE CITY ALONG ROUTE FOUR AND ONE FARTHER EAST,.
3+ SCATTERED EBLASHES AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORIED IN THE GENERAL
AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS.
Lo SKIRMISHES WERE ALSO REPORTED IN SOUTHERN LAOS. ONE TOOK PLACE ABOUT FIVE MILES
NORTH OF PAKSONG IN THE CENTRAL PART OF THE BCLO VENS PLATEAU.
5S¢ ACCORDING TO A DELAYED REPORT, A PATHET LAO UNIT CLASHED WITH A NCRTH VIETNAMESE
PATROL LAST WEEK SOME THIRTY-I'IVE KILCMETERS EAST OF KHONG SEDONE SN SCQUTHERN
LAOS. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHEWHER THIS CLASH WAS DUE TO MISTAKEN INENTIFICATION OR
TO THE ENMITY THAT HAS BEZN REPORTED GROWING BEIWEEN THE PATHET LAO AND THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE IN THAT REGEON OF LAOS. THREE NORTH VIETINAMESE SOLDIERS WERE KILLED
AND TWO PATHET LAO TROOPERS WERE WOUNDED IN THE ACTION,.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENT IANE - USIS 271550 APRIL'71 BX

USIS PASS TO AC'S IRAID,

26 APR

DTD IL 1971
1. ONE MORE GROUP OF PATHET LXO SOLDIERS RALE}Eﬁ)TO THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT

2.

3.

24'0

SIDE SUNDAY IN PAKSANE, SOME ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS EAST OF VIENTIANE.

THE GROUP OF EIGHTEEN FULLY ARMED COMMUNIST SOLDIERS, LED BY THEIR COMPANY
COMMANDER AND DEPUTY COMMANDER, CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE AND INDICATED
THAT OTHER SOLDIERS OF THE SAME COMPANY WILL FOLLOW SHORTLY.

THIS IS THE FIRST PATHET LAO UNIT TO JOIN THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN NORTHERN
LAOS. RECENTLY, WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED PARHET LAO OFFICERS AND MEN RALLIED TO
THE GOVERNMENT IN SOUTHERN LAOS. THEY ALL REPORTED THAT THERE IS GROWING
FRICTION BETWEEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE PATHET LAO IN THAT AREA.

THE NEW RALLIERS IN PAKSANE CONFIRMED THE GROWING ENEMITY BETWEEN THE PATHET
LAO AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE STEMMING FROM ILL-TREATMENT OF UIVILIANS BY THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE. ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF THE RALLIERS, THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE FORCE EVEN CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE TO ACT AS PBRTERS FOR THEIR IRI
TROOPS. THE RALLIERS SAID THAT FOR A LONG TIME THEY WERE AFRRID TO COME

OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE BECAUSE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TOLD THEM THE
GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE THEM EXECUTED LATELY, HOWEVER, THEY HEARD RADIO APPEALS
FROM THEIR COLLEAGUES WHO HAD EALLIED IN SOUTHERN LAOS, AND THAT CONVINCED
THEM THAT THEY HAD NO THING TO FEAR.

IN THE MEANTIME, LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES KEEP EXPANDING THEIR DEFENSE PERIMETER
AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. GOVERNMENT UNITS ADVANCING
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AGAINST LIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION OCCUFIED
POSITIONS ABOUT TWENTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST AND EAST OF THE CAPITAL CITY.

IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THe PLAIN OF JARS, NORTH VIEENAMESE GUNNERS
CONTINUED SHELLING SEVERAL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS. A NUMBER OF CLASHES WERE
ALSO REPORTED IN THE AREA, ONE ONLY THREE KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF THE #AIN
GOVERNMENT BASE OF LONG TIENG.

SEVERAL SKIRMISHES TOOK FLACE OVER THE WEEKEED IN THE VICINITE OF THAKHEK

IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, WHILE ONLY LIGHT ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM THE S0U&#
THERN REGION OF THE COUNTRY.

FROM: BAHNES



L

BAN HOUEI SAT VIENTIANE USISX 281125 APRIL'71 BX

UsIs PASS TO AC'S USAID

® PRIORITI"

( DTD 27 APRIL 71)
1, LAO MILITARY AUTHORTIES REPORTED NO ZXMMNIBX SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE MILITARY
SITUATION IN THE COU¥IRY TUESDAY.
2. THE AREA AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG REMAINED K RELATIVELY QUIET,
WITH BOVERNMENT FORCES REGROUPING AFTER THEIR ADVANCE TO NEW DEFENSEVE POSITIONS
ABOUT TWENTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST AND EAST OF THE CITY.
3, A FEW MINOR CLASHES AND SMALL SCALE SHELLING WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS
OF LAOS,
Lo ACCORDING TO LAO MIRE  SOURCES , SEVERAL MORE PL SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE
GOVERNMENT SIDE IN PAKSANE IN CENTRAL LAOS, WEE WHERE EIGHTEEN PL OFFICERS AND
MEN HAD RALLIED LAST SUNDAY. ALL BELONG TB THE TWENTYSECOND INDEPENDENT PL COMPANY
EXEK STATION AREA THE COMPANY COMMANDER, CAPTAIN VANNA, SAID THAT HE AND HIS MEN
HAD BEEN READY FOR A LONG TIME TC COME OVER 10 THE GOVERNMENT SIDE BUT WERE AFRAID
BECAUSE THE NORTH VIETHAMESE TOLD THEM THEY WOULD BE EXECUTED., THEY MADE UP THEIR
MINDS LATELY, WHEN THEY HEARD A RADIO APPEAL BY OTHER PATHET LAO OFFICERS WHO
RALLIED TB THE GOVERNMENT A FEW WEEKS AGO IN SOUTHERN LAOS.,
5, LIKE THEIR COLLEAGUES IN SOUTHERN LAOS, THE RALLIERS IN PAKSANE EE REPORTED
A WIDNING RIFT BETWEEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE PL, CAUSED BY ILLTREATMENT
OF LAC CIVILIANS AND PL MILITARY BY THE NORTH VIETNMMESE.

FROM: BARNES,




BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE Us1s 291135 APRIL'71 BX

USIS PASS TO USAID AC

" PRICRITY ™

( DID 2§ APRIL 71 }
1. NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE WAS REPORTED WEDNESDAY IN THE MILITARY SI‘I‘UATION IN

LAGS .

2, FOUR MORE PL SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHIRN LAOS WHERE
COMMUNIST ;

WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED OFFECERS X AND MEN OF THE/ZESXKNE FORCES HAVE REJOINED

THE GOVERNMENT IN RECENT WEEKS.

3. NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED FOUR 122-MILIMETERS ROCKER INTO THE GOVERAMENT
DEFENSE BASE BXSE AT LONG TIENG, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JAiS, BUT CAUSED NO
DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTIES.

lie ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LACS.
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v BAN HOUEI SAI  VIENTIANE Usis 301115 AFRIL'T71 BX

SIS PASS TO AC'S USIAR

" PRIORITY "

( DTD 29 APRIL 71, )

1, THE ROYAL LAC GOVERNMENT IS READY TO WELCOME BA=CK TO VIE THE SPECI.AL ENVOY OF
PATHET LAC LEADER PRINCE SQUPHANOUVONG.

2o IN A BRIEF COMMUNIQUE ISSUED THURSDAY, THE ROYAL LAO EENEXX GOVT, STATED THAT

AT A CABINET MEETING IT HAD EXAMINED THE LATEST PROPOSALS OF THE PATHET LAO LEADER,.

IN HIS MESSAGE OF APRIL 26 TO PRIME MINISTER SOHVANNA PHOUMA, PRENCE SOUPHANOUVONG

SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO SEND TO VIE HIS SPECIAL ENVOY TIAC SOUK VONG SACK. THE GOVT.

IN ITS COM{UNIQUE ADDED THAT IT WOULD BE PLEASED TB WELCOME BACK THE SPECIAL REPRESENTAT=
IVE

3. IN THE MEANTIME, THE MILITARY SITUATICN IN LAOS REMAINS YIRTUALLY UNCHANGED. ONLY
LIGHT CLASHES AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM ALL MILITARY REGIONS
IN LAOS,

he IN ONE INCIDENT, NORTH VIEINAMESE GUNNERS THURSDAY AFTERNCON FIRED FEVE 122-MILIMETER
ROCKETS INTO THE GOVT. BASE OF LONG TIENG, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. THE ROCKETS
DESTROYED SEVERAL HUTB AND KILLED ONE CHILD AND THREE OTHER CIVILIANS,
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE sIs
031LLlL MAY'71 BX

ISIRX USI® PASS TO AC'S USAID

m PRICRITY * ‘
( DTD 30 APRIL 71 )

1. THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS, THOUGH SEVERAL
SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND AT LEAST ONE ROCKET ATTACK WERE REPORTED THURSDAY AND FRIDAY
FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.
2, NORTH VIETNAMESE SUNNERS THURSBAY FIRED FOURTEEN 122 MILIMETER ROEKETS INTO THE
GOVERNMENT DEFENSE BASE AT LONG TIENG, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS . THE ROCKETS
HIT A CLUSTER OF SMALL HOUSES, WOUNDING SIX CIVILIANS,
3¢ ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE, AT LEAST EIGHT PATROL CLASHES OCCURRED
THURSDAY IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, ABOUT
EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET,.
Lo TWO LIGHT CONTACTS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES WERE REPORTED BY GOVERNMENT
TROOPS GURRDING THE PERIMETER ®ORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG
I
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BAN HCUEL SAIL VIENTIANE USIS 031502 MAY'71 BX

USIs PASS TO AC'S USAID

* PRIORITY %
( DID 1 MAY 71 )

1, LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES OPERATIBG IN THE VICINITY O=F THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG
CONTINUE TO EXPAND THEIR PERIMETER NCRTHEAST AND EAST OF THE CITIY. ¥
2, GOVERNMENT TROOPS FRIDAY QCCUPIED SEVERAL NEW HIGH GROUND POSITIONS INCLUDING
A HELICOPTER LANDING STRIP SOME TWENTY EIL-OMETERS EAST OF LUANG PRABANG. THREE SMALL
UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA, BUT BOTHERWISE GOVERNMENT UNITS
ENCOUNTERED ONLY LIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITICN,
3, NORTH VIETNMMESE GUENERS SATURDAY FIRED FIVE 122 MILIMETER ROCKETS INTO THE GOVERNMENT
DEFENSE BASE AT LONG IXENX TIENG, SQUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS BUT CAUSED NO DAMAGE
AND NC CASUALTIES.
Le PATROL CLASHES CONTINUED FOR THE SECOND DAY IN A ROwW IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINiT!
OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET.
S THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS RELATIVELY QUIET WETH A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES REPORTEU
FROM THE BOLOVENS Pmmug/sou*rmn LAOS
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BAN HCURI SAI VIENTIATE UsIs 031530 MAY'T71 BX

SIS PASS TOQ AC'S UGAID

" PRIORITY "

( DID 2 MAY 71 )
1, LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS SATURDAY CONTINUED THEIR ADVANCE NCRTH AWND NORTHEASTEK OF
THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG, SOME OF THE NEW POSITIONS CCCUPIED BY GOVERMNT
UNITS ARE AS FAR AS THIRTY KILOMETERS FROM THE CITY, ALMOST WHERE THEY WERE PREGR TO "
THE NORTE VIETNAMESE ATTACKS ON MARCH 21 WHICH THREATENED THE CAPITAL. | |
2. ACCORDING TO REPCRTS REACHING VIENTIANE, THERE ARE INDECATIONS OF A NCRTH VMNQESE
BUILD-UP NEAR MUONG PHALANE 1 CENTRAL LACS, SOME EIGHTY KILBMETERS EAST OF smm
THERE HAS BEZIN A MARKED INCREASE IN NUMBER AND FREQUENCY OF CLASHES IN THE ARFA, 2
3. ONLY SCATTERED, SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER PARTS OF LAQS. |

FRCMs BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS 041516 MAY'71 BX

UsSIS PASS TO AC'S BSAID.

® PRIORITY *
( DTD 3 MAY 71 )

1, LAO GOVERNMENT SOURCES REPORT FROM PAKSANE THAT SIXTEEN FAMILIES OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS

WHO RECENTLY RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE ARRIVED SUNDAY LN THAT CENTRAL LAOS TOWN, AsQUT
ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS EAST OF VIENTIANE.

2, IT WAS EXACTLY A WEEK EARLIER THAT EIGHTEEN PATHET LAO S8OLDIERS, LED BY THEIR COMPANY
COMMANDER, ARREVED FULLY ARMED IN PAKSANE TO JOIN THE GOVERNMENT SIDE, THE OFFICERS AND

EEN OF THE RELLYING PATHET LAC UNIT REPORTED THAT THE HARSHNESS WITH WHICH THE NORTH VIETNAMES
TREAT LAO CIVILIANS AND PATHET L0 TROOPS CAUSED BITTER ENHITI BETWEEN NORTH VIETNAMESE

AND LAO COMMUNISTS, THEY SAID MANY MORE PATHET LAO SOLDERS ARE READY TO REJOIN THE GOVERNMENT
3+ SIMILAR REPORTS WERE BROUGHT BY A LARGER GROUP OF PATHET LAO OFFICERS AND MEN WHO CAME
OVER TO THE BOVERNMENT SIDE SEVERAL WEEKS AGOX IN SOUTHRN LAOS. TH

o THE FAMILEES OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS WHO ARRIVED IN PAKSANE SUNDAY TOLD LAO AUTHORITIES
THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE SENT SPECIAL UNITS INTO THE AREA TO PREVENT OTHER PATHET

LAC TROOPS FROM JOINING THE GOVERNMENT,

5¢ IN THE MEANTIME, THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG IS

REPORTED AS STABILIZING , WITH GOVERNMENT FORCES ADVANCENG STEADILY NORTH AND NORTHEAST

OF THE CITY AGAINST ONLY SPORADIC NCRTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE.

6. GOVERNMENT TROOPS IKS IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS ARE REPORTED ENGAGED IN A BATTLE NEAR

MUONG PHALANE AGAINST A NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCE ESTIMATED AT FOUR TO FEVE BATTALIONS « RENEWED
NORTH VEETNAMESEPRESSURE AGAINST MUONG PHALANE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET,

BECAME EVIDENT A FEW DAYS AGO WITH A SHARP INCREAST IN NUMBER OF CLASHES IN THE IMMEDIATE
VICINITY OF THE TOWN,.

73 NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIONS WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LACS,
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS ‘ 051L35MAY 71 BX

Usis PASS TC AC'S USAID,

" PiIORITY ®
: § DTD o MAY 71 ) |

1, IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE INCREASING THEIR PRESSURE AGAINST
GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKEE
2. ACCORDING TCREPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE TUESDAY, HEAVY FIGHTING IS IN PROGRESS EAST
AND SOUTH OF MUONG PHALANE. NORTH VIEINAMESE FORCES ARE ESTIMATED AT FOUR BATTALIONS
SUPPORTED BY NMORTARS AND ARTILLERY
3. MOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE AREA OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG CLASHES MONDAY
WITH SMALL NORTH VIETNAMESE UNIT, BUT CONTINUED THEIR STEADY ADMANCE NCRTH AND NCRTHEAST
OF THE CITY. IN THEIR NORTHERNMOST ADVANCE, GOVERNMENT TROOPS REACHED THE BANKS OF THE
PAK OU RIVER, ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETERS FROM LUANG PRABANG
Lo SEVERAL SHARP CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS
GOVERNHENT TROOPS THREW BACK NCRTH VEETNAMESE ATTACKS IN TWO SEPARATE ENGAGEMENTS SOME
FIFTEEN KILOMETERS EAST AND ABOUT THE SAME DISTANCE NORTHEAST OF THE GOVERNMENT DEFENSE
BASE AT LONG TIENG. THERE WERE ALSO REPORTS OF SEVERAL ARTILLERY EXCHANGES IN THE SAME
GENERAL ARFA.
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BAI HOUEIL SAL VIENTIANE UsIsS 061515 MAY'71 BX
SIS PASS TO AC'S USAID.

" PREORITY *

( DTD 05 MAY 71 )
1. LAO GOVERNMENT UNITS IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS HAVE ESCAPED THE DANGER OF ENCIRCLEMENT
BY SUPERIOR NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES NEAR MUONG PHALANE AND ARE WITHDRAWING WESTWARD
TOWARD DONG HENE.
2, MUONG PHALANE, A SMALL TOWN ON ROUTE NINE SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET,
CAME UNDER ATTACK BY ABOUT BOUR NORTH VIETNAMESE BATTALIONS ALMOST A WEEK AGO. GOVERNMANE
UNITS IN THE AREA, SUPPORTED BY LAO AIR FORCE PLANES, FOUGHT A SERIES OF DELAYeING
ACTIONS, Bw_f_fm TO RETREAT BEFORE MOUNTING NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSURE, ONE LAO FIGHTER
PLANE WAS Los*r‘ AND THREE WERE DAMAGED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE.
3. AS REPORTED WEDNESDAY  GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE REGROUPING HALF WAY BETWEEN MUONG
PHALANE ALONG ROUTE NINE.
lie CLASHES END ARTILLERX DUELS WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE
PLAIN OF JARS. ALSO, A NUMBER OF CLASHES TOOK PLACE ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN
LAOS WHERE, ACCORDING TH REPORTS8 R:ACHING VIENTIANE, A NEW NORTH VIETNAMESE BUILD-UP
MAY~BE IN PROBRESS,
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AN HOUEI SAIX VIENTIANE USIS 071520 MAY'71 BX

UsSIs PASS TG AC'S URAID

® PRICRITY *

§ DTD 6 MAY 71 )
1. COMMUNIST SOLDIERS AMBUSHED A SMALL BUS ON THE RCAD NORTH OF VIENTIANE THURSDAY
KILLING TEN OF ITS OCCUPANTS AND WOUNDING FIVE OTHERS.
2, THE BUS, TRAVELLING NORTH OFN ON ROUTE THIRTEEN, WAS AMBUSED ABOUT NINETY KILOMETERS
FROM VIENTIANE AT TEN O$clock THURSDAY MORNING. AMONG THE TEN CIVILIANS KILLED WERE
THREE WOMEN AND TWO CHILDREN,.
3. ELSEWHERE IN LAOS, GOVEKNMENT TROOPS WITHDREW FROM THE REGION OF MUONG PHALANE ON
ROUTE NINE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET, THE AREA Is/gggiig NORTH VIETNAMESE
HANDS o
. SCATTERED CLASHES AND ARTILLERY DUELS WERE REPONTED FEOM THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE
PLAIN OF JARS, AND AT LEAST ONE CLASH TOOK PLACE ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAUBRIN SOUTHERN
LAOS o
5. GOVERNMENT TROOPS NEAR HONG SA, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF LUANG PRABANG
WERE ATTACKED WEDNESDAY BY AN UNKNOWN SIZE COMMUNIST FORCE. THE FEREFIGHT LASTED FOR
ABOUT AN HOUR, THEN THE COMMUNIST TROOPS BROKE OFF THE ENGAGEMENT.
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE UsIS BB 091654 MAY'71

US 1S PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRIQRITY "
( DTD 08 MAY 71 ¥

1. ANOTHER OF X A SERIES OF ENEMY ATTACKS AGAINST LAO CIVILIANS TOOK PLACE THREE

KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF PHOU CUM, LANG PRABANG PROVINCE, WHERE FOUR CIVILIANS

WERE KILLED BY A SMALL FORCE OF SOLDIERS PRI:.SUI-M) TO BE NORTH XIKNXIX VI-TNAMBESE.

THE MURDERS OCCURRED THE MORNING OF MAY |;, NO FURTHER DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE AT

THIS TIME,.
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BAN HOUEI SAI  VIENTIANE Usis 121515 MaY'71 BX

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

® PRIORITY ®
( DTD 10 MAY 71 )

1. VIENTIANE, 10 MAY-FIFTY FIVE COMMUNIST PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED TC THE ROYAL LAO

GOVERNEENT TODAY AT BAN IBOU, 30 KILOMETERSX EAST OF PAKSE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. TRE TROOPS

WERE LED BY L/COL SENG CHAN, COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE ELEVENTH PATHET LAO BATTALION,

ALSO IN THE GROUP WERE ANOTHER LIEUTENANT COLONEL, TWO CAPTAINS, AND TWO FIRST LIEUTENANTS.

2+ THIS IS THE SECOND LARGE GROUP OF PATHET LAC TROOPS TO RALLY TC THE GOVERNMENT IN SOUTHe

ERN LAOS IN RECENT WEEKS, IN LATE MARCH NEARLY ONE HUNDRED MEMBERS OF THE PATHET LAO

25 TH BATTALION RALLIED AT PAKSE, FOLLOWED IN SUCCEEDING DAYS BY OTHERS, SOME WITH FAMILIES

THEIR NUMBER EVENTUALLY REACHED OVER ONE HUNDRED FIFTY. TODAY'S RALLIERS BRING THE TOTAL

IN SOUTHERN LAOS TO WELL OVER TWQ BUNDRED.

3. ANOTHER GROUP OF 17 PATHET LAO RALLIED AT PAKSANE, IN CENTRAL LAOS, IN APRIL.

i, THE FIFTY FIVE RALLIERS THAN ARRIVED AT BAN ITOU TODAY CAME FULLY ARMED, AND SURRENDERED

THEIR WEAPONS TO GOVLANMuNT OFFICERS. WEAPONS BRCUGHT IN BY THE PREVIOUS GROUP AT PAKSE

WERE RETURNED TO THOSE WHO VOLUNTEERED TO SERVE IN THE GOVERNMENT ARMED FORCES.

S THE RALLIERS REPORT WIDESPREAD FRICTION BETWEEN PATHET LAC AND NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS

BECAUSE OF BAD TREATMENT OF THE 1AO CIVILIAN POPULATION BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. ARMED

CLASHES HAVE BEEN REPORTED TAKING PLACE EETWEEN VIETNAMESE FORCES AND PATHET LAO TROOPS

INTENT ON RALLYING TC THE GOVERNMENT SIDE.

6, ACCORDING TO THE RALLIERS, IN THE SOUTHERN AREA ALONG THERE ARE NCRE THAN A THOUSAND

OTHER PATHET LAO WHO WILL RALLY AT THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO FREE THEMSELVES OF NCRTH

VIETNAMESE CONTROL.e

73 TODAY'S GROUP SAID THEY WERE ENCOURAGED TO MAKE THEIR MOVE BY GOVERNMENT RADIO AND
AIRBORNR LOUDSPEAKER BROADCASTS AND AIRDROPPED LEAFLETS CARRYING APPEALS FRCM THEIR

PL COLLEAGUES WHO HAD RALLIED EARLIER AT PAKSE.

FRCMt BARNES



BAN HOUEISAI VIENTIANE SIS 121550 MAY'71 BX

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

* PRIORITY *

(DTD 11 MAY 71)

ON
IX DHRING LAO CONSTITUTION DAY CEREMONIES AND PARADE ATTENDED BY THE KING/KR MAY 11
PRIME MINISTER PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA DELIVERED THE ANNUAL ADDRESS, NOTING THAT THE
CONSTITUTION HAS SURVIVED QTE AGGRESSION FROM WITHOUT, IN-TERNAL E SUBVE:SION, AND THE
POLITICAL TROUBLES OF THESE LAST DECADES UNQTE, THE PRIME MINISTER IN HIS ADDRESS MADE
A STRONG APPEAL FOR RECONCILIATION AMONG THE FACTIONS IN LAOS AND CALLED FOR AN END TO
FRATRICIDAL WAR AND THE BEGINNING OF A QTE GENUINELY LIBERAL REVOLUTION UNQTE. HE NOTED
THAT THE PLACE OF THE PATHET LAC IN THE NATIONAL COMMUNITY WAS QTE GUARANTEEN BY THE E
CONSTITUTION UNQTE AND APPEALED TO THEM TO REJECT THE INFLUENCE OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
WHOM HE ACCUSED OF ARROGANCE AND PLUNDERING LAG TERRITORY. NORTH VIETNAMESE CHARGE NGUYEN
GIRP LEFT THE REVIEWING STAND IN THE MIDST OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH,

EVIDENTLY XAS A GESTURE OF PROTEST.
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BAN HOUEI SAIL VIENTIANE 15188 11203 MAY'T71 BX

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

* PRICRITY *
EEIEXISXNEX® ( DTD 13 MAY )

1. ANOTHER SKIRMISH WAS REPORTED TODAY BETWEEN NORTH VIZTNAMESE AND COMMUNIST
PATHET LAC TROOPS NEAR SARAVANE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. THERE IS MOUNTING EVIDENCE
OF A GROWING RIFT BETWEEN PATHET LAO FORCES AND NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS. WITHIN
THE LAST SIX WEEKS, MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED PATHET LAO, INCLUDING SOME HIGHER-LEVEL
OFFICERS, HAVE JOINED UP WITH ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES, CITING MXEXE NORTH VIETNAMESE
MISTREATMENT OF CIVILIANS, EXCESSIVE RECE TAXRTION, ASSASSINATION, AND OPPRESSION
AS REASONS FOR THEIR DEFECTICNS. SIGNIFICANTLY, K FIFTEEN OF THE msﬁmm
OFFICERS, THREE OF THEM LT COLONELS, HAD SERVED WITH THE PATHET LAO KOMMAND STRUCTURE

FOR FROM TEN TO EIGHTEEN YEARS PRICR TO THEIR DECISION TO REJOIN THE GOVERNMENT
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BAN HOULI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 171600 MAY '71 BX

UsIis PASS TO AC'S USAID

® PRICRITY *®

( BTD 36 MAY 71 )

LAC GOVERNMENT TROOPS WITHDREW SUNDAY UNDER HEAVY NCORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSURE FROM
TWO IMPORTANT DEFENSE POSITIONS ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, ABOUT FORIY KILOMEIERS
EAST CR PAKSE I4 SCUTHERN LAOS.
2+ THE NCRTH VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE TWO POSITIONS, PAKSONG AND BAN HOUEI SAI,
SOME FIFTEEN KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSONG, STARTED SEVERAL DAYS AGO WITH SHELLINGS
AND GROUND PROBES, SATURDAY NIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS BEGAN AFULL SCALE OFFENSIVE
AND BY SUNDAY NOON ENTERED THE TOWN OF PAKSONGe GOVERNMENT TROOPS WITHDREW FROM
THE TOWN. AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, THE GOVERNMENI GARRISON AT BAN HOUEI SAI WAS ORDERED
TO EVACUATE ITS PSEXEEENJOSITION WHICH WERE THREATENED WITH ENCIRCLEMENT e NORTH
VIET !AMESE TROOPS WERE REPORTED TO HAVE CUTROUTE TWENTYTHREE BETWEEN PAKSONG AND
PAKSE,
30 GOVERNMENT FORCES STILL HCLD SEVERAL ISHLATED POSITIONS ON MK THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,
BHT THE LOSS OF PAKSONG AND BAN HOUEI SAI WOULD PRESENT A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE
SECURITY OF THIS AREA IN SOUTHRN  LAGS.
Le THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TREED ONCE BEFORE, ABOUT FIVE MONTHS AGO, TO TAKE BAN HOUEI SAI
BUT WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW AFTER SNEEERINE HEAVY LOSSES,

SUFFERING

FRCM: BARNLS,



BAN HOUEL SAIL VIENTIANE UsIs 200911 Mgy 71

USIS AC

" PRICRITY ¥

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 18 MAY IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION
1, THE MILITARY SITUATEON IN SOUTHERN LAOS REMAINS SERIOUS WITH SIGNS OF NORTH
VIETNAMES TROOPSEENSGLIEATING CONSOLIDATING THEIR NEW POSITIONS ON THE WESTERN
PART OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU.

2, NO NEW FIGHTING ERUPTED IN THE ERNAREA SINCE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE " BLITZ "
OFFENSIVE ON SUNDAY AGAINST PAKSONG AND BAN HOUEI SAI,SOME FORTY-FIVE KILOMETERS
EAST AND SIXTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF PAKSE,RESPECTIVELY.AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE,
HOWEVER,SPOTTED TRACKS OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TANKS IN THE VICINITY OF BAN HOUEI SAI.
3, THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS OF A DIRECT THREASTTHREAT TO THE TOWN OF PAKSE,EVEN
THOUGH NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE REBORTED ABOUT THIRTY- FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF
THE CITY.AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES IN PAKSE DECIDED TO
RECOMMEND AN EVACUATION OF DEPENDENTS OF AMRICAN PERSONNEL STATIONED IN PAKSE.ABOUT
FIFTY WOMEN AND CHILDREN ARE BEING FLOWN TUESDAY EVENING TO VIENTIANE WHILE MEN,
ABOUT ONE HUNDRED OF THEM,REMAIN.

Ly, ELSEWHERE IN LAOS, THE SITUATION REMAINS UNCLEAR EAST OF SAVANNAKHET IN SOUTH
CENTRAL LAOS, WHERE NORTH VIETNAMESE ROCKETS DESTROYED MONDAY ABOUT SEVENTY-FIVE
PERCENT OF THE TOWN OF DONG HENE. THE CIVILIAN POPULATICN AND THE MILITARY GARRISON
OF DONG HENE MOVED OUT OF THE BURNING TOWN IN THE DIRECTION OF SENO, ABOUT HALF WAY
BETWEEN DONG HENE AND SAVANNAKHET, IT WAS REPORTED LATE MONDAY NIGHT THAT A
GOVERNMENT MILITARY CONVOY WAS AMBUSHED ON THE ROAD EAST OF SENO AND THE $IX TRUCKS
OF THE CONYOY HAD TO BE ABANDONED,

5. ONLY SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND LIGHT SHELLINGS WERE REPORTED IN THE AREA SCOUTHWEST
OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, WHILE NO ENGAGEMENTS TCOK PLACE IN THE REGION COF THE ROYAL
CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG.

o ACCORDING TO A DELAYED REPORT NORTH VIETNAMESE TRECPS ATTACKED AND OCCUPIED LAST
FRIDAY THE VILLAGE OF BAN MUONG IN NORTH WESTERN LACS CLOSE TC THE BORDER WITH
THAILAND, THE VILLAGE, ABCUT ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF SAYABOURY, WAS

REPORTEDLY ATTACKED BY AT LEAST w&%w%ém AND THE SMALL
VERNMENT GARRISON WAS FORCED OUT OF IIS DEFENCES POSITIONS. °

FROMs BARNES.
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sIs PASS TO AC'S USAILD.

* PRIORITY ®

( DTD 21 MAY 71 ) ;

IN }
1. THE MILITARY SITUATIONBXK LACS REMAINS VIRTUALLY UNCBANGED,
2, IN SOUTHERN LAOS ONLY ONE CLASH WAS REPORTED BETWEEN GOVERNMENT UNITS AND NORTH
VIETNAMESE TRO0PS, THE CLASH OCCURRED SOME TEN KILOMETERS WEST COF PA.KS#DNG.
3, FURTHER NORTH, A FBW SCATTERED CLASHES TBOK PLACE SOUTH OF KONG KEK ABOUT SIR.TY
KILOMETERS SOUTHEIST OF SAVANNAKHET  ACCORDING TCO REPORTH RORTH VIE‘I‘NAHESE TROOPS ENTERED
THE TOWN OF DONG HENE WHICH WAS PRACTICALLY WIPED OUT BY NCRTH VIETNAMESE ROCKETS LAST
MONDAY. NO CONTACTS, HOWEVER, WERE REPORTED BY THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS REGROUPED WEST
OF THE STRICKER EOOXGMHI TOWN.
i ONLY A FEW MINOR SKIRMASHES AND ONE ARTILLERY EXCHANGE WERE REPORTED FROM THE AREA
SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS.
Se IN THE VICINITY OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG, GOVERNMENT FORCES REQCCUPIED
SEVERAL LOCALITIES NCRTH OF THE NAM OU REVER, ABCUT THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE
CAPITAL,
6, GENERAL TIAO SAYAVONG, COMMANBING THE MILITARY REGION OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL, STATED
IN AN INTERVIEW THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES IN THE LUANG PRABANG AREA ARy DEFEATED
AND WILL NOT BE ABLE FOR SOME TEME TO MOUNT ANY OFFENSIVE OPERATICN. THE GENERAL SINGLED
OBT THE PILOTS OF THE ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE AND CCMMANDC UNITS AS THE REAL HEROS IN THE
DEFENSE OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL AT A TIME WHEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE ONLY FIVE KILOMETERS
FROM THE CITY.
7o ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM PAKSE IN SOUTHERN L.LOS, A PATHET LAC SCLDIER BROUGHT TO
SAFE~TY INTO GOVERNMENT LINES ELEVEN FAMILIES FROM THE CCOMMUNIST OCCUPIED TZRRITORY .

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE BIS 261LL7 MAY'71
USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID.

" PRIORITY "
(DTD 25 MAY 71 )

le THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOCS TUESDAY REMAINS VIRTUALLY UNCHANGED.
2o GOVEANMENT FORCES PROTECTING THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABAMB CLASHEB TWICE
MONDAY wITH NOETH VIETNAMESE UNITS SCME THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE CAPITAL.
IN BOTH CASES THE NORTH VILNTNAMESE BROKE THE ENGAGEMENT AFTER A BRIEF EXCHANGE OF FIRE
3, GOVERNMENT POSITICNS AT BOUAM LONG, THIRTY KILOMETERS NORiH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS,
WERE SUBJECTED MONDAY TO NORTH VIETNAMESE MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE, WHECH CAUSED
LITTLE DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTIES. A NORTH VIETNAMESE GROUND ATTACK IN THE EARLY HOURS
MONDAY WAS REPULSED BY THE DEFENDERS. TIE NORTH VIETNAMESE LEFT THIRTY OF THEIR
KILLED ON THE BATTLEFIELD.
lie CNLY A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM SCUTHERN LAOS,

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VI.NTIANE UgIS 276955 MAY'71

U IS PASS TO AC'® USAID

# PRICRITY ®
( BTD 26 M& 71 )
1, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS REMAINS UNCHANGED WEDNESDAY, I
2, SPORADIC SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND A BEW ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORIED BOTH BROM
THE NORTHERN AND THE SOUTHEAN REGIONS OF THE KINGDOM, BUT NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY
ACTINN DEVELOPED IN ANY OF THE AREAS OFM CURRENT OPERATIONS.

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE USIs 311500 MAY'$1

UsSIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

* PRIORITY "
( DTD 29 MAY 71 )

1. NORTH VIETNAMESE THROOPS RAIDED THE REFECEE VILLAGE OF PHO CUM NORTH OF PLAIN
OF JARS, KILLING SEVEN CIVILIANS AND WOUNDING FOUR MORE.

2, DURING THE PAST FIVE DAYS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE KILLED AT LEAST THIRTY FIVE
CIVILIANS IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA BY DIRECT ATTACKS OR BY INDISCRIMINATE ROCKET
AND ARTILLERY FIRE ON VILLAGES, ANOTHER THIRTY CIVILIANS WERE WOUNDED IN THESE
ATTACKS . UNITS, :

3+ GOVERNMENTXUNKEJ,OPERATING IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS
CAPTURED AFTER A CLASH FRIDAY A STORE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE AMMUNITION.

Lo GOVERNMENT POSITIONS SOME FOURTEEN KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS
PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS WERE FRIDAY UNDER A STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE ASSAULT,
BOTH BY MEZXK MORTARFIRE AND BY GROUND ATTACKS. GOVERNMENT UNITS WERE FORCED TO
WITHDRAW A SHORT DISTANCE AND TO SET UP NEW DEFENSIVE POSITIONS.

5. ONLY A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS.

FROM: BARNES.



BAN HOUEL SAIL VIENTIANE
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* PRIORITY *

( DTD 30 MAY 81 )

USIS 311525 MAY'T1

PASS TO AC'S USAID

1, THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION IN LACS REMAINS UNCHANGED SUNDAY,

2¢ ONLY A FEW SCATTERRED SKIRMESHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM

VARIOUS REGIONS OF THE KINGDOM.

FROMsBARNES »
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UL S PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRIORITY ®
(DTD 31 MAY 71 )

1, THE PRIME MINISTER OF LAOS, PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA, CALLED ON THE PL LEADER,
PRINCE SOMPHANOUWONG, TO START IMMEDIATE AND SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS WITH A FLE-XIBLE
AGENDA TO PERMIT BOTH PARTIES TO RAISE ANY ISSUE LIKELY TO SPEED UP THE PARLEYS
2, IN A LEITER DATED MAY TWENTYSIXTH AND PUBLISHED TODAY, MONDAY, PRIME MINISTER
SOUVANNA ASSURED PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG THAT HIS LATEST PROPOSALS REGARDING PEACE
TALKS WERE CAREFULLY STUDIED BY THE LAC GOVERNMENT AND FOUND WANTING IN CONCRETE
NESS THE PRIME MINISTER BLAMES THAT LACK, IN PART, ON THE FACT THAT THE PL SPECIAL
ENVOY, SOUK VONGSAK, CAME TO VTE AS A MERE MESSENGER, WITHOUT ANY REAL NEGOTIATIONS
POWERS, PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA SUGGESTED IN HIS LETTER THAT S0UK VONGSAK EXXR EITHER
THE EMPOWERED TO CONDUCT SUBSTANTIAL NEGOTNATIONS OR BE REPLACED BY SOMEONE ELSE
WITH APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY.,
3, THE LAO PRIME MINISTER STRESSED ALSO THET THE PRE-CONDITIONS ADVANCED WITHOUT
EXPLANATION BY THE PL LEADER SEEM TO BE QUITE POINTLESS AND ONLY INTENDED AS A
MEANS OF GAINING TIME, WHILG IT IS REALLY URGENT TO ARRIVE AT A CEASE-FIRE, BOTH
ON THE GROUND AND IN THE AIR.
Lo IN CLOSING, PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE PL LEADER
WILL SERIOUSLY CONSIDER THE LAO GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS IF, AS HE MAINTAINS, HE REALLY
WISHES TO PUTE AN EXEX  END TO THE BLOODSHED IN LAOS,

BARLY

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 02112 JUNE'71

WIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

n PRIORITY "
( DTD 01 JUNE 71 )

1, NCRTE VIENTNAMESE FORCES TURSDAY CONTINUED THEIR PRESSURE ACGAINST LAO GOVERNMENT
POSITIONS IN THE AREA OF THE VILLAGE OF BOUAM LONG, NCRTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS,

2. GOVERNMENT TROCPS, WELL DUG-IN IN THEIR HILL TOP POSITIONS AROUND BOUAM LONG,

ARE TAKI NG HEAVY TOLL OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WHO, FOR MORE THAN A WEEXK NOW, B

KEEP PROBING THESE POSITIONS BY GROUND ATTACKS AS WELL AS BY ROCKET, MORTAR AND
ARTILLERY FIREs SO FAR, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SUCCEEDED IN KILLING AND WOUNDING
ABOUT NINETY CIVILIANS BY INDISCRIMINATE SHELLINGS OF NEIGHBORING VILLAGESe

3+ IN SOUTHERN LAOS NORTH VIETNAMESL T:OOPS CONTINUED THEIR ATTACKS AGAINST GOViRNe
MENT POSITIONS SOME FOURTEEN TO FIFTEEN KILOCMETERSEAST OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS
PLATEAU, AT ONE POINT OF THE BAITLE MONDAY, A GOVoRNMENT UNIT WAS FCRCED TO WITHDRAW
ABOUT ONE KILOMETER TO THE WEST, WHERE IT SET UP NEW DEFENSIVE POSITIONSER GOVERNMEN
ARTILLERY AND PLANES SUPPORT THE DEFENDLRS .

ljo ONLY A FEW SCATTEKRED CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPCRTED FROM OTHER
REGIONS OF THE COUNTRY.

FROM: BARNES,
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U IS PASS TO AC'S SRAID

m PRICRITY *
( DTD 02 JUNE 71 )

1,THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS REMAINED VIRTUALLY STATIONERY WEDNESDAY.
2, GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, CONTINUE TO
BE SHELLED BY NORTH VIBINAMESE GUNNERS, BUT NO SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS WERE REPORTED
FROM THE ARLA.
3, INTERMIBTENT ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED IN SOUTHERN BAOS SOME FIFTEEN
KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU.
X, ONLY A FEW SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES OCCURRED ELSEWHERE IN THE KINGDOM,

FROM: NAUGHTON.
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USIS PASS TO ac® USALD

® PRICAITY ®
( DTD oL JUNE 71 )

1. THE MELITARY SIT-UATION IN LAOS FRIDAY REMAINED UNCHANGED.

2, NORTH VIETNAMBSE ATTACKS BY ARTILLERY AND MORTAR FIRE, AS WILL AS BY GROUND

PROBES, CONTINUED IN THE AREA OF BOU AM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. THE WELL
ENTRENC-HED GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE REPORTED TO BE HOLDING OUT WELL AND INFLICDING XK
SERIOUS LOSSES ON THE ATTACKERS,

3, ONLY A FEW SCATTERES SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY EXCeHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM

OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS.

FROM: NAUGHTON.
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SIS PASS TO AC'S URAID.

® PRIORITY ®
( DTD 05 JUNE 71 )
1, THE MILITRRY SITUATION IS LACS REMAINED UNCHANGED SATURDAY. ONLY A FEW MINOR
CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM VARIOUS REGIONS OF THE COUNTRY.
£
FROMB NAUGHTON.

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIs 111445 JUNE'TL
USIS ' PASS TO AC'S USAID.
* PRIORIIY "
( DTD 09 JUNE 71 )
1. VERY LITTEE MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED I L&0S W:DNESDAY
2. SEASONAL MONSOCN RAINS, WHICH STARTED OVER MUCH OF LAOS SOME TEN EDXE BAYS

ARE
AGOJ SAID TO sE ONE REASON FOR THE RULE MILITARY OPERATION,.

FROM: NAUGHTON.
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USIS PASS TO AC'S USAIRB.
¥ PRIORITY *

( DTD 10 JUNE 71 )

IRE MILITRRY SITUATION IN LAOSKREN REMAINS VERTUALLY UNCHANGED THERSDAY
KITIK WITH ONLY A FEW MINOR SKIRMISHES REPORTED FROM VARIOUS R:GIONS OF
THE SHIRKk.GBUNTRY .
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s

* PRIOTITY *
(DD 11 JURB 71 ) . |
g mmmxmmmummmmmmm

AGAINST LAO GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THE WESTERN BOLOVENS PLATEAU AREA ma&mmnm
L Re AFTER SEVERAL DAYS OF RELATIVELY LOW MILITARY ACTIVITY, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS.

GALRST GOVERNMENT POSITIONS smsmmnmmmsmrnﬁpmom,m
POrH VIRFNAMESE THRUST, ALONG ROUTE TWMERNTY THREE BETWEEN PAKSONG AND

# THROUGH GOVERNMENT TROOPS AND FORCED THEM TO SPLIT T0 BOTH SIDES OF X7l
AY, ‘ONE OF THE NORTH VIBRTMAMESE TANKS WAS REPORTED DESTROYED BY BEXEKENS
: GUNNERS. REINFORCEMENTS WERE SENT FROM PAKSE AND HEAVY FIGHTING IN THE
AREA CUNMTINBED DURING THE DAY, FRIDAY.

3, IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS NORTH VIETNAMBSE GNNNERS CONTINEED INTERMITTENT XNEXKIX
SHILLING OF OOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS.

Lo ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHINY VTE NORTH VIBTNAMESE TROOPS DESTROYED A NEWS
REFIGRE VILLAGE JUST NORTH OF BOUAM LONG, AND ABDWCTED NEARLY THE ENTIRE CIVILIAN
POPULATION OF SOME TWO THOUSAMD PEOPLE.
;‘msmcmmmmmwmmmrmmmemwmm.
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USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRIORITY ®
( DTD 12 JUNE' 73 )

1. FIGHTINC CONTINUED FRIDAY AND SATURDAY CN 1THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE POLOVENS
PLATEAU IN SCUIHERN LAOS FCLLOWI(G STRONG NOHIH VIATNAMESE ATTACKS AGAINS! GOVERNMENT
PCSITICNS THURSDAY NIGHT AND FRIDAY,.

2o THURSDAY NIGHT'S WERTH VIETNAMBSE ATTACK, SPEARHEADED BY AT LEAST FOUR THNKS,
SLICED THROUGH GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ALONG ROUTE TWENTY~THREE SPLITTING THEM INTO
GROUPS SOUTH AND NORTH OF THE HIGHWAY. DURING THE DAY, FRIDAY, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
CONTINUED ATTACKING GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THE AREA AND SUCCEEDED IN OVERRUNING SOME
DEFENSE POSITIONS ONLY TWENTYF@UR KILOMETERS FROM PAKSE.

3, GOVERNMENT REINFORCEMENTS WERE RUSHED TO THE AREA FIDAY.

Lo IN NORTHERN LAOS, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FRIDAY CONTINUED SHELLING GOVERNMENT
OUTPOSTS AT BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS,

5 NO SIGNIRECANT MILITRRY ACTION WAS REPORTED FROM OTHER REGICNS OF LACS.

FROM NEUGHTON,
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 151033 EONE'71
UsSIS PAS3 TC AG'S USAID

PRIORITY
( DTD 1) JUNE 71 ¥
1. NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS CONTINUE TO EXERT PRESSURE ON LAO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS
AROUND BOUAM LONG NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LACS, AND ON THE
WESTERN EDGE OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE SOUTH.
2. EARLY SUNDAY MORNING ONE BOVERNMENT @UTPOSTEEX NEMR BOUAN LONG WAS LOST TO
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, BUN WAS RETAKEN BY GOVERNMENT UNITS LATER IN THE DAY,
3o IN SOUTHERN LAOS, GOVERNMENT FORCES WHICH WERE SPLIT AND PUSHED BACK BY A
SUDDEN NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACK THURSDAY NIGHT AND FRIDAY, ARE IN PROCESS OF REGRO®

UPING AND BORMING A NEW LINE OF DEFENSE A FEW KILOMETERS WEST OF THEIR FORMER
POSITIONSe ACCORDING TO REPCRTS REACHING VIENTIANE, LAO AIR FORCE PLANES, FLYING
CLOSE SUPPORT MISSIONS FOR THE EMBATTLED GOVERNMENT TROOPS, INFLICIED HEAVY LOSSES
ON THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND SLOWED DOWN THEIR ATTACK. AT LEAST THREE OF THE FOUR
NORTH VISTNAMESE TANKS USED IN THE INITIAL THRUST WERE DuSTROYED.

i, THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS REPORTED RELATIVELY QUIET,.

FROM: NAUGHTON.
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BAN HCUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsSIS 161005 JUNE'71
UsIs _ PASS TO AC'S USAID

4 PRIORITY ®
( DTD 15 JUNE 71 ¥

1. NORTH VIETNAMiLSE T:00PS MONDAY NIGHT AND THESDAY SENEWED THEIR ATTACKS AGAINST

GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ON THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE BOLOVeNS PLATENU  IN SOURHERN

LAOS .

2+ ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MONDAY NIGHT

LAUNCHED A STRONG NEW ATTACK ON GOVERNMENT TROOPS DEPLOYED ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE
SOMEMAKE TWENTY FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF PAKSE., THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACK WAS REPORTED-

LY SUPPORTED BY A TANK. HEAVY FIGHTING CONTINUED THROUGHOUT HE NIGHT INTOK DAYTIME

HOURS TUESDAY.

3, THE NGRTH VIETNAMESE ALSO CONTINUED THEIR PRESSURE AGAINST LAC GOVERNMENT DEFENSE

POSITIONS AROUND BOUAM LONG, NCRTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. ARTI-

LLERY EXCHANGES AND LIGHT GROURD PROBES WERL REPORTED FROM THE AREA.

Le NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM OTHERK REGIONS OF LAOS.

FROMs NAUGHTON.
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SIS PASS TC AC'S USAID

" PRIORITY ™
( DTD 16 JUNE 71 )
1o NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS WEDNESDAY CONTINUED TO SHELL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM

LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAINSCF SARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS.
2, ACCORDING TC REPCRTS REACHING VIENUIANS, THE NCRTH VIETNAMSSY BOMBARDMENTS OF BOUA
LONG INCREASED MARKEDLY IN THE LAST TWC DAYS,. IT IS ESTINMATED THAT ABOUT EIGHT HUNDRED
ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY MORTAR AND ROCKET FIRE wmn/ixlﬁggmn BOUAM LONG IN THE LAST
DAY AND A HALF. GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY FIRED BACK AT SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNN
GUN EMPLACEMENTS
3, IN SOUTHERN LAOS, SPORADIC FIGHTING WAS REPORTED FROM THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE
BOLOVENS PLATENU , WHERE MONDAY NIGHT AND TRkSDAY MORNING GOVERNMENT FORCES REPULSED
A STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE GROUND ATTACK, SPEARHEADED BY A TANK.
lie THE REST OF LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ONLY A FEW SCATT:RED SKIRMISHES

REPCRTED o
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE SIS 181000 JUNE'71
USIS PASS TO AC'S HSAID

* PRICRITY ®
( DTD 17 JUNE 71 )

1, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS THURSDAY MAINTAINED ROCKET, REEXXXMORTAR, AND ARTILLERY
FIRE AGAINST LAC GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM LONG, NORTE OF THE FLAIN OF JA4S

IN NORTH CENTRAL LACS. GOVERNMENI ARTILLERY FIRED BACK AT NCRTH VIEINAMESE GUN
POSITIONS «

2, THE SITUATI@N S 1IN SOUTHERN LAOS REMAINS TENSE, ALTHOUGH NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY
AETIVITY WAS REPORTED FROMSTHE AREA OF THE WESTERN BOLOVENS PLATEAU. ACCORDING TO
REPORTS REACHIBG VTE, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SEEM TC BE BRINGING REINFORCEMENTS INTO
THE AREA. WERE

3, ONLY MINOR SKIRMISHES AND ARTELIRY EXCHANGES/ER REPORTED OTHEx REGIONS OF LAOS.

FROM: NAUGHTON,.



BAN HOU&I SAI VIENTIANE Usis 211427 JUNE'71

Usgs PASS TO AC'S USAID.

® PRICRETY ®

( DTD 18 JUNE 71 )

1,THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATEBN IN LAOS FRIDAY REMAINS BASICALLY UNCHANGED.

2, O THE NIGHT OF JUNE 16/17 NORTH VIEZNAMESE TROOPS MCUNTED TWO GROUND
ATTACKS AGAINST BOVERNMENT POSITICNS A1 BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS
IN NCRTH CENTRAL LAGS. EACH ATTACK WAS PRECEDED BY AN ARTILLERY BARRAGE,.

BOTH ATTACKS WEKRE REPOLSEKD BY THE DEFiENDERS, AND THE NCRSH VIEENAMESE LOST AT
LEAST FIFTY OF THEIR TROOPS KILLED.

3¢ NC SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS RnPORTED FRCM OTHER REGICNS OF LAGS.

FROM: NAUGHTON .
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s PASS T¢ AC'S USAID.

® PICRITY ®

( DID 3 Junk 71 )

1, THE MILITARY SITUATION INLAQS SATURDAY REMAINS UNCHANGED.

2. GOVLRNMENT TROCPS DEFENDINCTHE BOUAM LCNG AREA, NORTH COF THE PLAIN

OF JARS IN NORTH C.NTRAL LAOS, )GPORTED SEVEAAL METKXX MORTER AND ARTILLEKY
EXCHANGES WITH THE ENCROACHING NC!TH VIETNAMESE FORCES.

3¢ ONLY A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE EPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LACS.
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SPOR!DIC ARTILILERY AND MORTAR EXCHANGES
WERE REPORTED MONDAY FRIM VARIOUS #ARTS OF LAOS. THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 231125 JUNE!71

USIS PAS5 TO AC'S USAID.

" PRIORITY "

( DTD 22 JUNE 71 )
1. NORTH VIERNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE SHILLING GOVERNMENT DEFENSE POSITION AT
BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JAHS IN NORTH CLNTRAL LAOS.
2. ACCORDING REPORTS REACHING VTE THESDAY, AT LEAST 2000 ROUNDS OF MORTAR, ARTELLERY,
AND ROCKET FIRE WERE DIRECTED AT THE BOUMM LONG POSITIONS DURING THE PRECEDING NIGHT.
GOVERNMENT ARTILLEAY FIRED SACK AT ME THE SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNAMBSE GUN EMPLACEMENTS
3, SCARTERED PATROL CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM AN ARKEA SOME SEVENTY FIVE KILOMETERS
NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP.
i, OTHER RBGIONS OF LAOS WinE RELATIVELY CALM. LAO MINISTARY ORTIAITIES INDICAVE THAT

HEAVY MONSOON RAINS IN MOST AREAS OF LAOS MAKE OPERATION DIFFICULT FOR BOTH SIDE.

NAUGHTON»

(BX)

b

i ’
~¥



BAN HCUEI SAL VIENTIANR Us1sx 2431102

BIs5 PASS TO AC'S USAID

® PRIORITY *

( DTD #JUNE )

1, THERE IS NO CHANGE 1IN THE OVER ALL MINITRRY SITUATION IN LAGS.
2o ONLY A FiW SCARTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED WEBNESDAY

XREMX FROMI VARICUS REGION OF THr KINGDOM.

FROMs NAUGHTON.

(BX)



BAN HOUEL SAL VIENTIANZ USIS 2514430 JUNE®71

KIS PASS TO AC'S USAID,

" PRIOC.JITY ¥
( DID 2 JUNE 71 )

le ZICHT MCRE CIVILI.NS WERE AILLED «wEDNESDAY BY INDISCRIMINATE NORWH VILUUAMESE XK
SHELLINGS OF LAO VILLAGES IN NCRIH CENTRAL LACS.

2, OVER ONE HUNDAED TWENTY CIVILIANS HAVE BEwN KILLED OH WOUNDED BY NCRIH vIEIHAMESE
GUNFIRE AND SAPPER ATTACKS IN THE AREA OF SHOUAM LONG, HORLK OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, IN
THE PAST SIX WEEKS THAT IS, SINCZ THEE NCRIH VIETNAMESE LAID SIEuE TO LAO GOVERNMENT

L DEFENSE POSIIIONS IN 1HLE AifAe ON SOME OCCASIGHS, NORTH VIETNAMESES COMMANDC B UNITS
ATTACKED VILLAGES, FIRING WEAPONS INTO HUTS AND THROWING SATCHEL CHARGES INIC DUG-QUIS
WHERE THE VILLAGERS SOUGHT SBELTER FROM NORTH VIEINAMESE ARPILLERE AND ROCKET FIRE.

IN ONE IKCIDENT, THE NCRTH VIETNAMESE BURNED TO THE GROUND AN ENTIRE VELLAGES OF SOME
SEVENTY HCUSES AND ABDUCTED EMX MOST OF THE POPULATIQIN.

3. ONLY LIGHT MILITARY ACYTIVITY WAS REPORTLL FRCM OTHER REGIONS OF LACS. A FEW SCATTERED
SMALL UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE NCRTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. IN THE
SOULH LAC GOVERNMuNI ARTILLEKY IS REPCRyEL FIRING AT NORTR VIETNAMBSH GROUP CONCENTRAT -
IONS ESST OF PAKSE ALONG THE RACD 10 PAKSONG ON THE BOULOVENS PLAThUA.

FROM: LASKCWSKI

(BX)



. BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE . USIS 281703 JUNE'71

USIS " PASS TO AC'S USAID
" PRIORITY @
( DID 26 JUNE 71 )
1. THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS SATURDAY REMAINS UNCHANGED.
2, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE HEAVY SHELLINGS OF LAO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS IN
THE AREA OF BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. TWO NORTH

VIETNAMESE GROUND PROBES IN THE AREA WERE THROWN BACK BY THE DEFENDERS.
3, A NUMBER OF SHMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPCRTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LACS.

FROM: NAUGHTON.

(BX)



™

BAN HOULI SAI VIENTIAKE USIS 291515 JUNE'71

USLS PASS TO AC'S USAID.
" PRIORITY *

( DTD 28 JUNE 71 )

1le NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE SHELLING LAO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM
LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, BUT THERE IS
NO CHANGE IN THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION MONDAY IN LACS.
2, SEVERALL SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FRCM THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS.
3,LIGHT CONTACTS WERE ALSO REPCRTED IN SOUTHERN LACS ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE X
BETWEEN/ HEAVY MONSOON RAINS KEEP MILITARY OPERATIONS AT A LOW LEVEL,
% PAKSE AND PAKSCNG.

NAUGHTONo

o

(BX)



BAW HOUEL SAI JIENTIANE SIS 1
021550 JULY'71

Ui s PASS TC AC'S USAID

" PRICRDTY
( DTD 01 JULY 71 )

L. GOVERNMENT PATROLS IN THE AREA OF BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS 1IN

NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, REPORTED WEDNESDAY THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE STARTED
TO WITHDRAW MO.T IHEXIKXK OF THEIR MORTARS FROM THE IMMEDAATEK ymmngoum LONG
GOVERNMENT DEFENSE POSITIONS AT BOUAM LONG WERE UNDER NORTH VIETNAMESE SIEGE FOR
ABOUT SIX WEEKS WETH BAILY SHELLINGS, MOSTLY BY MORTARS, BUT ALSO BY ROCKETS AND
ARTILLERY , -~
2, ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENIIANE, GOVERNMENT TROOPS WHICH TUEBDAY EVAGUR
EVACUATED DEFENSE POSITIONS NEAR THE VILLAGE OF PHOU VIENG, SOME EIGHTEEN KILOMETERS
NORTHWEST OF BOUAM LONG, WERE FOLLOWED BY OVER TWO THOUSAND CIVILIANS FROM THE VILLAGE.
PHOU VIENG HAS BEEN FOR ssvmawxmm INTENSE NORTH VIETNAMESE BOMBARDMENT WHICH
KILLED MANY VILLAG:RS.
3¢ ONLY A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPCRTED FROM THE SQUTHERN PART OF LAQS. ONE
CLASH TOOK PLACE IN THE VECINITY OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS EAST OF Sigt
SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE. MUONG PHABANE FELL TO THE NORTH VIETNAMES LAST MARCH.
IN MAY NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS USED ROCKET FIRE TO DESTROY THE TOWN OF DOMD HENE, SOME
THIRTY-FIVE KILOMETERS WEST OF MUONG PHALANE, AND EN LATE MARCH AND EARLY JUNE MOVED
TO WITHIN RORTY KILOMETERS OF SAVANNAKHET. DONG HENE WAS REOCCUPIED BY GOVERNMENT
TROOPS IN MID®JUNE.

FHOM NAUNBEBN,

(BX)



BAN HCUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS 051345 JULY'71
UsIS PASS TC AD'S USAID
® PRIORILY ®
( DTD 03 JULY 71 )
1, MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN LOAS FRIDAY AND STURDAY CONTINUED LEVELe ONLY

A BEW LIGHT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM NORTH CENTRAL LACS AND @
NEWR THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE SOUTH.

FRCM: NAUGHETCN.

(BX)



BAN HCUEL SAL VIENTIANE
USIs 0516L5 JULI*T71

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID
" PRICRITY ®

( DID 02 JULY 71 )
1,THERE WAS VERY LITTLE MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS THUKSDAY AND FREDAY,
ONLY A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPCRTED FROM VARICUS PAPTS OF THE
COUNTRY, GOVERNYANT POSITIONS Al BOUAM LQNG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS
IN NORTH CELNTRAL LAOS, HAD ITS FIRBT QUIET DAY IN MORE THAN SIX WEEKS,.
NOT A SINGLE NORTH VIETNAMESE SHELL FELL ON BOUAM LONG IN THE TWENTY-FOUR

HOURS ENDING FRIDAY AT NOON.

FROM:s NAUGHTON.

(BX)



BAN HOUEL SAL VIENTIANE USIS 061300 JULY' 71,

Wik PASS TC AC'S USAID

* PRICRITY ™
( DTD 05 JULY'71 )

1le MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN LACS DURING THE WEEKEND CONTINUED AT A VERY LOW LEVEL.

ONLY A FEW MINOR ENGAGEMENTS WER: REPORTED FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BENEX

COUNTRY .

FRCM: NAUGHTON.

(BX)



BAN HCUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 091600 JULY'71

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRIORIIY "
( DTD 08 JULY'71 )
IN
1, LAO GOVERNMENT PATROIS/I!I THE LAST FEW DAYS MOVED ON TO THE SQUTHERN
APPROACHES OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LACS WITHOUT ENMCOUNTERING
VIEENAMESE
ANY SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION FRCM NORTHM FORCES « GOVERNMENT TROOPS
UNCOVERED A NUMBER OF NORTH VIETNAMESE CACHES CONTAINING MOSTLY FDODSTLH*"FS,
. BUT NOT MUCH ARMS OR AMMUNITION.,
2. IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS CLASHED WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE
UNITS IN AND ARGUND THE TOWN OF MUONG PHALANE, SCME WINETY-FIVE KILOMETERS
EAST OF SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE,
3, IN SOUTHERN LAOS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS MOVING ALONG ROUTE TWENTY~THREE WEDNESDAY
ENCOUNTERED STIFF NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS EAST OF
ABCUT AND A HALF,
PAKSE., THE ENGAGEMENT, WHICH LASTED FOR/BEEX AN HOUR XNE NEME/ DEVELOPED INTO
E8X XXENEEXEEXTWKKE A DUEL BETWEEN GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY AND NORTH VIETNAMESE

MORTARS »

FRCMs NAUGHTCN.

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI BAN HCUBEI SAI SIS 091640 JULY'71
USIs PASS TO AC'S USAID

® PRICRITY "
( DTD 08 JULY 71 )
1. THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT HAS PRGPOSED AN IMMEDAATEIX CEASE-FIRE WITHIN
HXTHIX A THIRTY KILOMETERS RAK RAD IUS OF THE PLAIN OF
JARS AIRPORT IN ORDER T0 GET PEACE TALKS WITH THE PATHET LAO STARTED WITHOUT FURTHER
DELAY.
2, IN A MESSAGE TO PATHET LAQ READER PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG, SENT JULY FIFTH AND PUBLIS=
HED JULY EIGHTH , AMLYXRIFKEEXXKNE THE PRIMEMINISTER OF LAOS, PRINCE SOUVANNAPHOUMA,
STATED .THAT THE OBJECT OF THE PROPOSED CEASE®FIRE AROUND THE PLAIN OF JARS IS TO COMM=
ENCE THE PARLEYS ON THE PLAIN AND IN VIENTIANE, AS SUGGESTED BY PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG
IN HIS LETTER OF JUNE TWENTY-SECOND. ACCORDING TO THE GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL, THESE
CONVERSATIONS ARE TO LEAD TO A COMPLETE CLASEFIRE OVER THE ENTILE TERRITORY OF LACS,
AND TO DISCUSSIONS OF ALL OTHER OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS OF LAOS.
3, IN AN UNRELATED DEVELOPMENT, GENERAL BOUNPONE MARTHEPHA-RAKS THURSDAY ASSUMED THE
DUTIES OF COMMANDER=IN=-CHIEF OF THE ROYAL LAQO ARMED FORCES. GENERAL S0UMPONE SUCCEEDED
GENERAL OUAN RATHIKOUN RATHIKOUN, WHOX RETIRED,., BEFORLE ASSUMING HIS NEw DUTIES, GENERA.
L BOUNPONE SERVED AS COMMANDER OF THE THIRD MILITARY REGION, WITH HEADKUARTERS IN
SAVANNAKHET .
FROM: NAUGHTON.

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 101515 JULY'71

UsIs PASS TC AC'S USAIi

® PRICRITY ®

( DTD 09 JULY 71 )
1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROCPS FRIDAY CONTINUED PATHOLLING THE SOUTHWESTERN PART OF THE
PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS WITHOUT BNCOUNTERING ANY SIGNIFICANT NCRTH
VIZTNAMESE OPPOSITICN. GOVERNMENT PATRCLS DID, HOWEVER UNCOVER SIZE ABLE NORTH XIEXE
VIETNAMESE CACHES, COMPOS:D PRIMARILY OF FOCDSTUFFS, WITH CNLY SMALL AMCUNTS OF
ARMS AND AMMUNITICN.
2. LAO MILITA/Y SOURCES INDICATE THAT NCRTH VIETNAMESE TRCOPS APPARENTLY WERE
WITHDRAWN FROM THE AREA FOR THE CURRENT RAINY SEASON. THIS HAS HAPPENIEL IN PREVICUS
YEARS, WITH THE EXCEPTICN OF 1970 SEASON OF 1970 WHEN IMPORTANT NORTH VIEINAMESE
FORCES REMAINED SOUTHWEST OF THis PLAIN OF JARS,

3¢ ONLY A FoW SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE RiPCORTED FROM OTHER PART OF LAOSe

FROMs NAUGHTON.

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VISNTTIANL
USIs 121125 JULY'71
USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID
" PRIORIgy n
( DID 10 JULY 71 )
1., THE ROYAL LAC GOVERNMENT FRIDAY CATEGORICALLY DENIED CERTAIN PRESS ALLEGATIONS

THAT THE CURRENT MILITARY OPERATICNS ON THE PLAIN OF JA#S WERuL INITIAT=D AND ARe CONDUCTEL
BY A FOREIGN EMBASSY, AS SUPPOSEDLY STATED BY A LAO MILITARY SPOKESHAN.

2. "THE ROYAL"™%X LAO GOVERNMENT, " SAYS THE COMMUNIQUE, " DENIES IN THE MOST FORMAL FASHI«
ON THIS ALLEGATION WHICH IS ABSORUTELY GROUNDLESS AND INVENTED IN ITS XKIE ENTIRETY,

THE PRLSENT OPERATION ON THE PLAIN OF JARS HAS BEEN CONCEIVED, PLANNED AND IS BEING EXECUe
TED BY THE ROYAL LAO ARMED FORCES, THE OPERATION IS CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY THE GENERAL STAFE
WHICH KEEPS THE ROYAL LAO GOVEREMENT INFORMED OF EVEN THE MOST MINUTE DEVELOPMENTS .®

"

FROM: NAUGHTON.



-

BAN HCUEI SAI VIENTIANE Us13 1307L8 JULY!71
WS PASS T@ AC'S URAID.
( PRIORILY )
A LAO ( DTD 11 EEX JULY 71 )

1., XXX8 GOVERNMENT PATHOL SATURDAY ENTERED A MEO REFUGEE VILLAGE NEAR PHOU BIA

IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF BOUAM LONG,NORTH CF THE PLAIN OF JARS,AND FOUND FIFTY=
ONE CHARRED AND MUTILATED BODIES OF VILLAGERS ,MANY OF THEM WOMEN AND CHILDREN,.

THE EXRERFKNUNDEFENDED VILLAGE WAS RAIDED JUNE NINTH BY NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS
WHO BURNED DOWN SOME SEVENTY HOUSES OF THE SETTLEMENT AND KILLED MANY CIVILIANS,

THE EXTENT OF CIVILIANS LOSSESMAS WAS KXEE NCT KNOWN UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT PATROL
ENTERED THE DESTROYED VILLAGE SATURNAY. PATHET LAO RADIO IN ITS JUNE SEXTEENTH
BROADCAST CLAIMED THIS RAID AS A VICTORY FOR THEIR FORCES,SAYING THAT(SCORES OF EN&MY
TROOPS WEEE ANNIHILATED AND SEVINTY DWELLINGS DESTHOYED).

2, THERE WERE NO GOVLANMENT TROCPS IN THE VILLAGE DURING THL ALTACK. THE NERREST
GOVLRNMENT DEFENSH PCSITICH WAS ASOUT NINE KIL(METERS WEST A1 PHCU VIENG. ON JUNE
TWENTY NINTH, GOVERNMENT UNITS EVACUATED PHCU VIENG AFEER WITHSTANDING SEVERAL WikKS
OF HEAVY NORTH VIEINAMESE BOMBARDEMENT OVii TWO TrOUSAND CIVILIAN R.FUGEES LIVINGE

IN PHCU VIENG MOVED OUT WITH TH& TROCPS.

3, BOUAM LONG AREA HAS BEEN QUIET NOW FCR ABOUT TEN DAYS. THIS GCOVERNMieNT DEFENSE
COMPLEX NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS HAD ukEN UNDiR HEAVY NO«TH VIETNAMESE BOMBAHDMENT '
SINCE MID MAY, AT LEAST TWO HUNDRED/gigii;gNiIVILG IN REFUGEE VILLAGES IN THE AREA
ARE KNOWN TO HAVe BEEN KILLED BY INDISCRIMINATE NORTH VIETNAMESE FIRE ANC COMMANDO

RAIDS LIKE THE ONE AT PHCU BIA. UNCOUNTED OTHERS WiRip WOUNDED, AND THE TCTAL WUMBER



130748 JULY'71

OF CIVILIAN VICTIMS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE )ERRORIST ATTACK WILL PROBABLY NEVER

BE KNOWN.

o SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS SGUTH OF BOUAM LONG, GOVERNMEN! TRCCPS SUNDAY CONTINUED RX}
PATROLLING THE PLAIN OF JARS WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING ANY SIGNIFICANT NORIH VIETNAMESENS®
OPPOSITICN. THE PATROLS CONTINUE UNCOVE: LARGE QUANTITIES CF NCORTH VIETNAMESE
SUPPLEES, MOSTLY FOODSTUFFS. G&CCORDING TC LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIES, THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE WERE CBLIGED TC STASH LARGE AMCUNTS OF FOODSTUFFS FOR IXNEEX THEIX TROCPS
IN THE AREA DUE T0 THE AILMOST TOTAL ABSENSE OF FARMIKG PCPULATICK ON THE PLAIN

OF JARS,

Se NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FRCOM OTHER REPORT OF LACS.

FROM: NAUGHICN.

(SD)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIs 131240 JULY'71
Usis PASS TO ACYS USAID

" PRIGRITY ®
( DD 12 JULY 71 )

1., LAO GOVE NMENT PATROLS MONDAY CONTINUED SWEEPS THROUGH THE PLAIN OF JARS IN

NORTH CENTRAL LACS WITHCUT ENCOUNTERING ANY SIGNIFICANT NCRIH VIETNAMESL OPPOSITION.

2, SUNDAY THREE SOLDIERS OF THE PRO~CONMMUNIST NEUTRALIST UNITS THE "DEUANISTS"

RALLIED T0O THE GOVERNMEN: SIDE IN THe CENIRAL SECTCR OF THE PLAIN. THE THREE

REPORTEDLY STATED THAT MANY OF THEIR COLLEAGUES ARE READY TO COME OVER THE

GOVERNMENT SIDE.

3. IN SOUTH CENTRAL LACS A FEw MINCR CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN 1HE IMMEDIATE

VICINITY OF MOUNG PHALANE, SOME NINETY KILOMEIERS EAST OF SUKT ALONG ROUTE NINE.

Ly, PATROL CONTACTS WERE ALSON REPORTED FRCM SCOUTHERN LAQOS NEAR THE WESTERN EDG

OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU.

S5« THE OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY CALM.

FROM: NAUGHTON,

(BX)



S

BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 161430 JULY'T1

USIS PASS TO AC'S URAID
" PRICRITY %

(DTD 14 JULY 71 )

1. HEAVY MONSOON RAINS TULSDAY AUGMENTED BY THE INFLUENCE OF THE TROPICAL
STORM " EIK KIM " KIN HAMPERED MILITARY OPERATIONS IN MOST OF LACS.

2+ ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIE GOVERNMENT TROOPS CONTINUED PATROLLING
THE PLAIN GF JARS WITH ONLY A VERY SPORADIC AND LIGHT CONTACT WITH SMALRL
NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS.

3¢ A COMMUNIST UNIT SUNDAY NIGHT SEAGED AN ATTACK ON A HIGHWAY BRIDGB NEAR
PAKSANE, SOME ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS EAST OF VIE XME, THE BRIDGE SUFFERED
LIGHT DAMAGE THAT DID NOT AFFECT THE NORMAL FLOW OF TRAFFEC., THE ATTACKERE
WER: REPULSED BY A GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCE GUARDING THE BRIDGE.

| e THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET,.

FROM: NAUGHTQN.

(BX)



S

BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 161430 JULY'T1

USIS PASS TO AC'S URAID
" PRICRITY %

(DTD 14 JULY 71 )

1. HEAVY MONSOON RAINS TULSDAY AUGMENTED BY THE INFLUENCE OF THE TROPICAL
STORM " EIK KIM " KIN HAMPERED MILITARY OPERATIONS IN MOST OF LACS.

2+ ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIE GOVERNMENT TROOPS CONTINUED PATROLLING
THE PLAIN GF JARS WITH ONLY A VERY SPORADIC AND LIGHT CONTACT WITH SMALRL
NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS.

3¢ A COMMUNIST UNIT SUNDAY NIGHT SEAGED AN ATTACK ON A HIGHWAY BRIDGB NEAR
PAKSANE, SOME ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS EAST OF VIE XME, THE BRIDGE SUFFERED
LIGHT DAMAGE THAT DID NOT AFFECT THE NORMAL FLOW OF TRAFFEC., THE ATTACKERE
WER: REPULSED BY A GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCE GUARDING THE BRIDGE.

| e THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET,.

FROM: NAUGHTQN.

(BX)



#

2L 1700 JULY' 71

BAN HCUEI SAI BB

2458 TO ACYS”USAID

( o BT )

1o THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAGS PgR Q PAST TEN DAYS REMAINS VIRTUALLY UNCHANGED.
ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT UNITS MOVING OVIR Qm OF JARS IN NORTH CENIRAL LAC ENCOUNTEREL
ONLY SPORADIC AND LIGHT RESISTANCE rﬁ 58 DOHHUNIST{:.

20 THE COVSRNMEN: TROOPS WERE Rmﬁﬁw FOUND ABOUT ONE THOUSAND TONS OF W%
Nonm/xg?nwmh SUPPLIES STASHED AKEE ;:@ THROUGHOUT THE AREA. ABOUT BIGHTY
PERCENT OF THE CAPTUKED SUPPLIES ﬁﬁﬁ) 6F FOOUSTUFFS, ARNS AND AMMUNITION ACCOUNTED
FOR ONLY ABOUT TWENTY BERCENT, -

3. A FEi SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASNES WENEWSroR¥ED sn- 107 QEERAL ARGA NCRTHWAST OF

THE R@8YAL CAPiTAL OF LP,

i, LIGHT CONTACTS ALSO CGMINUED

CENTRAL LACS IN THE VICINITY COF m “ MNG FHALANE, AND KENG KOK, EAST AND SOUTHe
EAST OF SWKT, =

5, THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE BOLOVENS uh!h IN SOUTHERN LAOCS HAS REMAINED RELATIVELY

QUIET FOR MORE THAN A WE:K.

L

FROM: NAUGHT%...

(BX)
Q

f

_’v‘




BAN HCUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIs 261510 JULY'T1
UsIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRICRITY ®

( DID 2l JWLY'71 )
1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS PATTROLLING THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CrNTRAL
LAOS REPORTED A FiW SKIRMISHES FRIDAY WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IN CENTRAL AND THE
NORTHEAST XERTHE PARTS OF BKEKN THE PLAIN GOVERNMENT REPORTED ALSO THAT NORTH VIETNAMES
GUNNER FRIDAY FIRED SEVERAL ROCKETS INTO THE GENERAL AREA OF THE XIENG KOUANG ARRFIELD
IN THE NORTH CENTRAL SEGTOR OF THE PLAIN OF JARS.EARLIER, XNEX A NORTH VIETNAMESE
SAPPER UNIT MADE AN ATTEMPT TO ATTACK THE AIRFIELD,
2, TWO SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FRIDAY BY GOVEKNMENT UNITS ON THE WESTERN
RIM OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN L40S, LESS THAN THIRTY KILOMETERS EAST OF
PAKSE.

3. THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET. FRCM: NAUGHTON.

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 271200 JULY'T1
USIs PASS TG AC'S USAID

" PRIORITY *
( DTD 26 ULY'71 )
1.THE BILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS SUNDAY AND MONDAY REMAINED UNCHANGED. XX
2, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED A FuW ARTILLERY ROUNDS INTO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS
IN THE NORTH CENTRAL SECTOR COF THE PLAIN OF JARS, BUT CAUSED NO DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTI«
IES,.
3, IN ANOTHER PART OF THE PLAIN, GOVERNMENT PATROLS DISCOVERED AND ABANDONED NORTH
VIETNAMESE MILITARY CAP AND SEIZED SOME SUPPLIES AND DOCUMENTS,
ljo ONLY ONE LIGHT CLASH WAS RsPORTED FROM SOUTHERN LAOGS, SOM}L TWENTY «EIGHT KILOMETERS

EAST OF PAKSE.

FROM: NAUGHTON.

(BX)



L 4
BAN HOUEL SA VIENTIANGE BIs 281006 JulY'71
UsIs PAS> TO AC'S BSAID
% PRIORITY ®

( DTD 27 JULY 71 )
1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAGS TUESDAY CONTINUED IN AVERY LOW KiY. COVERNMENT
TRO{PS PATACLLENG THS PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LACS REPCRILD SPORADIC
HARASSMENTS BY NORYH VIEINAMES: MORTANS. GHESE SHEFPINGS, HOWevViR, CAUSED NO KXMXE

DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTIES THb REST COF 1He COUNIRY WAS REPORTED RELATIVELY QUIET,

FROM: NAUGHTON.

(3X)



w

BAN HOUBI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 291935 July. 71

SIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

/ PRICRITY 7~

( DED 28 JULY 71)

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS PATROLLING THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS WEDENSDAY REPORTED
A FEW SCATBERED UNIT CLASHES WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMBBE, AND SPORADIC HARASSMENTS

BY NORTH VIETINAMESE R@CKET AND MORTAR FIRE.

2. A CIVILIAN TRUCK CONVOY WAS AMBUSHED TUESDAY ON THE ROAD BETWEEN VIENTIANE AND
THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRA BANG. ONE DRIVER WHO PULLED AHEAD OF THEME MILITARY
ESEORT WAS KILLED AND HIS VEHICLE DAMAGED. THE MILITARY ESCORT ENGAGED THE ATTACKED
AND DROVE THEM OFF.

3. THE REST OF THt COUNIRO REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ON SMALL UNIT CLASH
REPORTED SCME THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTHERST CF LUANG FRA BANG IN THE NORTH AND ONE

NEAR THE WESTERN RIM OF THE BOLOVBNS PLATEAU IN THE SOUTH OF LAGS.

FROM: NAUGHTION.

(PM)



» 9

BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS 301400 JULY' 71

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

® PRIORITY "
( DID 29 JULY 71 )

RADIO
1, LXEXHXBENLXEXXEE LAO NATIONAL/KEXEXX ANNOUNCED THURBDAY THAT LAO GOVERNMENT
TROOPS WEEXE WEDNESDAY RECAPTURED THE TOWN OF SARAVANE, SOME THIRTYFIVE KBLOMETEAS
NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS.
2. SARAVANE, A PROVINCEAL CAPITAL, WAS ATTACKED AND CAPTURED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
MORE THAN A YEAR AGO.

THE LAOS NATIONAL

3, ACCORDING TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT CARRIED BY/MKRX XX RADIO, GOVERNMENT TROOPS
ENTERED SARAVANE WEDNSDAY AT 78 30 IN THE MORNING, THE COMMUNIQUE STATED FURTHER
‘THRT THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS ARE IN FIRM CONTROL OF THE TOWN AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
i, SARAVANE LIES AT AN IMPORTANT ROAD JUNCTION OF ROUTE TWENTY-THREE AND ROUTE SIXTEEN.
SECTIONS OF THESR ROADS ARE BELIEVED TO FCRM PART OF THE HO CHIMENG TRAIL RUNNING
THROUGH EASTERN LAOS FROM NORTH VIETNAME TO CAMBODIA AND SOUTH VIETNMM.

5. ONLY A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS.

FROM: NAUGHTON.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 311850 July. 71

S1s PASS TO AC'S USAID

(PRIORITY)

(DTD 30.71)

1, AFTER REQCCUPYING THE TOWN OF SARAVANE IN SCURHERN LAOS WEDNESDAY LAC GOVERNMENT
TROCPS FANNED CUT OF THE TOWN TC PATRCL THE SURRCUNDING ARmA WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING ANY
SIGNIFICANT RuSISTANCE,. ONLY ON& SMALL CLASH WITH A NCRTH VIBTNAMESE UNIT WAS REPORTED
FROM AN AREA SCOME TEN KILCMETERS SQUTHWAEST OF SARAVANE, TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS
WERE KILLET AND ONE CAPTURED IN THIS CLADH, WHILE THE GOVERNMENT PACCL SUFFERED NC
CASUALTIES .,

2. SARAVANE WAS NXER RBETAK:N WEDNESDAY BY GOVERNMENT . TRGGPS WITHOUT OPPOSITICN THIS
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL, LOCATED ABCUT THIRTYFIVE KILIMETERS NCRTH OF THi BOLOVENS PLATEAU,
WAS ATTACKED AND CAPTURED BY THx NORTH VIETNAMESE ON JUBE 9,1970, SARAVANE LIES AT THE
CROSSROADS OF RCUTE SIETEM AND ROUTE TWENTY~THREE, SECTIONS OF BCTH THESE ROADS ARE
BELIEVED TO BORM PART OF THk HC CHI MINH TRAIL SY STEM.

3. A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FRCM THE AREA NEAR MUONG PHALANn, SOME NINERY
KILOMETERS EAST OF SARXVANNAKHET IN SGUTH CENTRAL EwO.

ljo FARTHER NORTH, GOVERNMENT TROOPS OPERATING ON THE PLAIN OF JaARS REPORTED SPORADIC
HARASSMENT BY NCORTH VIETNAMESE MCRTAR FIRE. FROM: NAUGHTON. (PM)
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.%m HCURI SAI VIENTLIANE USL S 031433 AUGUST'7]
USES PASS TO ACS EXE USAID

% PRICRITY ®
( DTD 31 JULY 71 )

1. LAC GOVERNMENT TROOPS, SUPPORTED BY ARTIELERY AND ROYAL LAO TIEN WAR PLANE,
FRIDAY EVENING OVER-RAN STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITIONS ALONG THE ROAD BETWEEN
PAKSE AND PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN LACS. MORE THAN THIRTY NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIBRS
WERE KILLED IN THIS ACTION, WHILE GOVERN:ENT FORCES SUPEERED ONLY VERY LIGHT CASUAL
(IES.

LOCALITY
2. THE CAPTURED POSITIONS ARE AS TRIDE ROUIE TWENTY~THRES NEAR A SMALL/KGEXK XTX
X XTX NAMED BY NHIK, ABOUT TWENTY-EIGHT KILOMETERS EAST OF PAKSE. BY DRIVING
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FROM THEIR POSITICNS NEAR BAN NHIK, GOVEANMENT FCRCES WON
CONTROL OF AN IMPORTANT STRSTCH OF THE ROAD TG PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU.
THES PARTICUBAR SECTION OF ROUTE TWENTY-THREE FOR MS/ASORT OF BOTTLENECK AS IT
PASSES BETWEEN DEEP GOERGES ON EITHER SIDE.
3. 10 THE NORTH OF THE BOLOVLNS PLATLAU, GOVERNMal BNITS CONTINUE PARROLLING
THE ARiA OF THE RECENTEY RECAP TUHZD PROVINCIAL OF SARAVANE. OGNLY TwO SMALL PATROL
CLASHES Wi RAPCRIGL FKOM THIS AlGA, ONE ABGUI SIXL1EEN KILOMETSAS NORTH WEST OF
SARAVANE ANU ONE ABOUL TWo KILOMSIERS EAST OF THE TOWN.
b MEOITH T GAVL/ER DAYS, TWO GHOUBS OF PATHET LAO SOLULERS HAVE RALLIED 10
THE GOVERNWEN: SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, FRIDAY, THIRIEEN PATHET LAC SOLDIERS AND

ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN CIVILIANS FRCM GOMMUNIST CONIRCLLED TERRITORY JOINED THE GOVER
NMENT SIDE AT SOUVANNA KHILI, SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSEK. THE SOLDIERS,



ol
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031433 AUGUST'71

ALL FROM THE TWELFTH PATHET LAC BATTALIONy WERE LED BY THEIR COMMANDENG @FFICER. A
ENOTHER GROUP, ALSO OF THIRTEEN PATHET LAC SOLDIERS, CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT
SIDE IN PAKSE ON JULY TWENTY~FIRST, ALTOGETHER SOME THREE HUNDREB PATHET LAO
OFFICERS AND MEN HAVE RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAGS IN RECENT
MONTHS .

Se IN SOUTH GENTRAL LACS SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY
OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME NINETY KILOMEET  EAST OF SAVANNAKHET, ALONG ROUTE NINE.

6o THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY KEE
QUIET, WITH ONLY A FEW SCATTERED INCIDENIS OF HARASSING NORIH VIKINAMeSE BORTRR
FIRE REPCRTED BY GOVERNMENT UNITS PATROLLING THE PLAIN,

FRCM: NAUGHTON.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 031450 AUGUST'71

2B USL; AC/BHS

® PRICRITY ®
( DID 01 AUGUST 71 )
1, LAO TINN PRIMi MINISTER PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA HAS CALLED ON THE PATHEI LAC
THE BEGIN IMMEDIATI DISCUSSHEN OF A ChASE~FIRE OVER THE ENIIRE TERRITCRY OF LAOS.
2. IN A LEITER TO PATHET LAO LEAUSR PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG, DATED JULY TWENTY~SECOND
AND PUBLISHED JULY THIRIYFIRST, THE PRIMy MINISThH EAPRESSEL SATIS-FACTICON AT HAVING
RECEIVED A PROMPT ANSwik FOR SCUFHANQUVONG 10 HIS PReVIOUS MiSSAGue ® 1 HOPE ",
HE STATED, & THAT THIS INUICATES YOUR DESIRK FOR SETTLEMENT OF THE PHROBLEM OF LAOS
AMONG THE LAO-TIANS. 1HIS IS ALSO MY DLEP CONCEAN ANU ‘tH MOBIVATION OF ALL MY PREVIQe
US AND PRiBENT EFFOR1SR,
3, THE PRIME MINISTER'S TWO PCINT PROPOSAL PROVIDES FOR IMMEDIATE PARLEYS BiTwhEN
THE BEKNXEIKX PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF THE 1WO SIDES, TC Bi HELD ALY RNATIVEJX® IN VIE
AND ON THE PLAIN OF JARS. THE SECURITY OF THE PLAIN OF JARS WOULD BE ASSURuD BY A
CEASE-FIRE WITHIN A RADIUS OF THIRTY KILOMETERS OR MORE FROM THE CENTHAL AIRFISLD
ON THE PLAIN. THE CEASu~FIRE WOULD Bi ENFORC:R BY TROOPS FROM BOTH SIDES INDER SUPER
NE VISION OF THE IN TERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSICN, THE PURPOSE OF 1HE DISCUSSIONS
IS TO PREPARE A CiASE~FIRE COVERING THE ENTIRE TKRRITORE OF LACS.
lio POINT TWO OF THE PROPOSAL CALLS FOR CPENING OF CONVERSATIONS AIMING AT A SCLUTICN
OUTSTANDING
OF ALL/SCIRYXNREN PROBLEMS OF LAGS.

5¢ PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA POINTE OUT IN HIS LETTER THAT THE PATHET LAO LiADER IN HIS
LAST MASSGE



K. ACCURATELY RECALLED IHAT IN 1961 A TOIAL CEASE-FIRE ’WA?‘ ARRANGED IN LACS PRICR
TO THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. "BUTIY, SAILD THE PRIME MINIS‘IER,;%JKW SEEM T0 FORGET
THAT THE SITUATION IN 1961 WAS DIFFERENT FROM THE ONE WE FACE NOWEW #THE PRIMY MINIST
ER POINTED OUT THAT, IN CONTRAST TO THE SITUATIONE OF TEN YEARS AGO MANY TOWNS AND
AREA OF LACS ARE TODAY THREATENED OR OCCUPIED BY TROOPS XX ™ WHOSE STRONGTHXE AND
NATICONALITY ARE WiLL KNCWN"
6, PRINBE SOUVANNA PHCUMA NOTED THAT BOTH THE PATHET LAOX AND ROYAL LAO GOVLRNMENT
FREQUENTEY® ACCUSE BMIMEZN OTHER POWERS OF INTERFERING IN LAQO AFFAIRS.
" THE ONLY RMKKKKKXE DIFFERENCE HERE IB NAMING THE NAMES OF 1HE POWERS RESPONSIBLE"™
Te THE LAC PRIMINISTER STRESSED THAT NO ONE CAN DOUBT THE FACT OF A EXEGLOSE
RELATICN BETWEEN THE SITUATION IN LAOS AND THE CONFLICT IN VIETNAMEE, * ON 1HE

CONTRARY, THIS CLOSE RELATION BECAME MEKM RECENTLY MORE OBVIOUS THAN EVER ",

FROMs NAUGHTON.

(BX)
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BAN BOUEI SAI VIENTIANE SIS 031850 AUG'71

USIS & AC'S

PRIORITY

USIS VTE USINFO DTD 1 AUGUST IS REPEATED BELOW FCR YCUR INFORMATION:

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES,AFTER OVER-RUNNING STRONGEE NORTH VIET NAMESE POSITIONS
FRIDAY ON ROUTE TWENTY~THREE NEAR BAN NHIK IN SOUTHERN LAOS,SATURDAY CONTINUED
THEIR ADVANCE TOWARD PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE
BELIEVED TO HAVE AT LEAST ONE MCRE LINE OF DEFENSE BETWEEN BAN NHIK AND PAKSONG.
BUT SO FAR ONLY A FBW LIGHT CLASHES HAVE BEEN REPORTED ALONG THE EMN GOVERNMENT
TROOPS LINE OF ADVANCE EAST OF BAN NHIK.

2, IN THE SARAVAN AREA, NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, GOVERNMENT UNITS WERE
REPORTED TO HAVE ENLARGED THEIR ZONE OF ACTIVE PATROLL IN SEVERAL DIRECTIONS
FROM THE TOWN, ENCOUNTERING ONLY LIGHT AND SPORADIC NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE.
3¢ SCATTERED SMALL UNITSKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE VICINITY OF MUONG
PHALANE IN SOUT CLENTRAL LAOS, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS BAST OF SAVANNAKHET.

4o THE PLAIN OF JARS AREA REMAINS RELATIVELY QUIET.GOVERNMENT TROOPS ON THE PLAIN
REPORT OCCASIONAL WIDELY SCATTERED NCRTH VIET NAMESE MORTAR FIRE,

FROMs NAUGHTON.,
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 031922 AUG'71

USIS & AC!'S
PRIORITY

USIS VIE USINFO DTD 31 JULY IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS,SUPPORTED BY ARTILLERY AND RCYAL LAOTIAN WARPLANES,FRIDAY
EVENING OVER-RAN STRONG NCRTH VIETNAMESE POSITIONS ALONG THE ROAD BETWEEN PAKSE ANB
PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN LAOS MORE THAN THIRTY NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WERE KILLED IN THIS
ACTION,WHILE GOVERNMENT FORCES SUFFERED ONLY VERY LIGHT CASUALTIES.

2o THE CAPTURED POSITIONS ARE ASTRIDE ROUTE TWENTY-THREE NEAR A SO ALL LOCALITY NAMED
BAN NHIK,ABOUT TWENTY-EIGHT KILOMETERS EAST OF PAKSE.BY DRIVING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
FROM THEIR POSITIONS NEAR BAN NHIK,CGOVERNMENT FORCES WON CONTROL OF AN IMPORTANT
STRETCH OF THE ROAD TO PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,THIS PARTICULAR SECTION OF ROUTEB
TWENTY-THREE FORMS A SORT OF BOTTLENECK AS IT PASSES BETWEEN DEEP GCRGES ON EITHER SIDE.
3., TO THE NORTH COF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,GOVERNMENT UNITS CONTINUE PATROLLING THE AREA
OF THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF SARAVANE.ONLY TWO SMALL PATROL CLASHES
WERE REPORTED FROM THIS AREA,ONE ABOUT SIXTEEN KILOMETERS NORTH WEST OF SARAVANE AND
ONE ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS EAST OF THE TOWN,

4, WITHIN THE LAST TEN DAYS,TWO GROUPS OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS HAVE EXEKIRBRALLIED TO
THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS . FRIBAY,THIRTEEN PATHET LAC SOLDIERS AND ONE
HUNDERED FOURTEEN CIRILIANS FROM COMMUNIST CONTROLLED TERRITORY JOINED THE GOVERNMENT
SIDE AT SOUVANNA KHIL', SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE,.THE SOLDIERS,ALL FROM
THE TWELFTH PATHET LAO BATTALION,WERE LED BY THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER.ANOTHER GROUP
ALSQO OF THIRTEEN PATHET LAO SOLDIERS,CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN PAKSE ON JULY
TWENTY-FIRST, ALTOGETHER SOME THREE HUNDRED BATHET LAOC OFFICER,AND MEN HAVE RALLIED

TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS IN RECENT MONTHS,

5. IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS SEVERAL SMALL UNITS CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY

OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME NINETY KILOMETEES EAST OF SAVANNAKHET,ALONG ROUTE NINE.

6, THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET,

WITH ONLY A FEW SCATTERED INCIDENTS OF HARASSING NORTH VIETNAMESE MORTAR FIRE

REPORTED BY GOVERNMENI UNITS PATROLLING THE PAIN.

FROM: NAUGHTON.

SD



®"SAN HOUSI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 0L1L22 AUGUST 71
SIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

» PRIORIIY *®

( DTD 03 AUGUST 71 )
1, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS MONDAY AND TUESDAY REMAINED BASICALLY UNCHANGED,
2, GOVERNMENT TROOPS CONTINUE TO ADVANCE SLOWLY KASTWARD IN THE DIRWCTION OF PAKSONG
ON¥ THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU., ANOTHER GOVERNMENT FORCE OPERATING NORTHEAST OF PAKSONG
INTO STIFF NORTH VIETNAMESE QPPOSITION SOME [HIRTEEN KILOMETERS FROM PAKSCNG.
3, GOVERNMENT UNITS®OPERATING OUT OF SARAVANE, NCRTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, RLPORTE
A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WITH NORTH VIETN MSSE PATROLS NINETEEN KILOMETERS NORTHWEST
AND FOURTEEN KILCMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE TCwNe
o LIGHT PATROL CONTACTS AND SPORADIC SHELLINGS CONTINUED ON THE PLAIN OF JAHS

IN NORTH CENTRAL LAGS.

FROM: NAUGHTON.

(Bx)



BAN HCUEI SAIL BILNITANG SIS 051520 Auge 71

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID
PAICALTY
(DTD AUG. L)

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN XE LAOS WEDN:ESDAY REMAINED ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED,
2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS ON THE WESTERN REACHES OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN
LAOS ADVANCE  SLOWLY TOWARD THE TOWN CF PAKSONG,NOW ABOUI FOURTEEN KILOMETERS
EAST OF THE GOVERNMENT FORCE. ANOTHER GOVERNMENT FGRCE WAS RBPORTEL ABOUT
TWELVE KILOMATERS NORTHWEST OF THi TOWN,.
3, 1N THE AREA OF SARAVAHE, SOME THIRTY FIVE KILOMITERS NORTH OF 1HE BCLOVENS
PLATEAU, GOVERNMENT PATRCLS RuPORTED ONLY LIGHT AND SPCRAUIC CONTACT WITH
SMALL NORTH VIETMAMESE  CACHE OF FIEDD RADICS.
L. & FEW SCATTERED CLASHES, MAINLY OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, WERE REPCRTED FRCM
OTHER REGIONS OF LACS.,

FROM: NAUBHTON
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BAN HOUEI SAI BIENTIANE USIS 051520 Aug. T1

USIS PASS TC AC'S USAID
PRICRITY
(DTD AUG. L)

1, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN XE LAOS WEDNESDAY REMAINED ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED.
2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS ON THE WESTERN REACHES OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN
LAOS ADVANCE SLOWLY TOWARD THE TOWN OF PAKSONG,NOW ABOUT FCURTEEN KILOMETERS
EAST OF THE GOVERNMENT FORCE. ANOTHER GOVERNMENT FORCE WAS REPORTEL ABOUT
TWELVE KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE TOWN.
3. IN THE AREA OF SARAVANE, SOME THIRTY FIVE KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE BOLOVERS
PLATEAU, GOVERNMENT PATROLS REPORTED ONLY LIGHT AND SPORADIC CONTACT WITH
SMALL NORTH VIEFNAMESE CACHE OF FIELD RADICS.
Lo A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES, MAINLY OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, WERE REPORTED FROM
OTHER REGIONS OF LACS.

FROM: NAUBHTON

VI



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENIIANE USIS 051600 Aug. 71
USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID
BRICRITY
(DTD AUG. L)

1., ACTING LAQ FOREIGN MINISTER KHAMPHAN PANYA DECLARED WEDNESDAY THAT "THE
ROYAL LAC GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS THE UNITED NATIONS CAMPAIGN AGAINST ILLEGAL
DRUN TRAFFIC, AND LAOS WILL EMPLOY ALL THE MEANS AT ITS DISPOSAL IN THE WAR
AGAINST THIS INTERNATIONAL SCOURGE".

2+ U.SPEAKING BEFORE A SPECIAL PRESS CONFERENCE, MINISTER KHAMPHAN PANYA
STRESSED THAT THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY SUBMITTED TO THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY AN ANTI-NARCOTIC BILL. EKEXEX ONCE THIS BILL IS PASSED, HE SAID,
THE GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE A LEGAL BASE FROM WHICH TO WAGE THE WAR AGAINST THE
NARCOTIC TRADE.

3. IN ANSWER TO A QUASTION FROM ONE OF THE REPORTERS, MINISTER KHAMPHAN PANYA
STATED THAT THE EXACT MEASURES TO BE UNDERTAKED BY THE GCVERNMENT TO SUPPB.ESS
THE NARCOTIC TRADE WILL Bk MADE KNOWN AFTER THE NATIONAL &SBEMBLY APPROVES
THE ANTI-DRUG LEGISLATION.

FRCM: NAUGHTON

VI



BAN HCUEL SAI VIENTIAGE SIS 091600 AUGUST'71
UsSIs PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRIGRITY @
( DID Q7 AUGUST 71, )
ADVANCED
1, LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES IN SOUTHERN LACS FRIDAY /KEXXKMGER CLOSER TO THE TOWN
OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. GOVERNMENT UNITS ADVANCENG FROM THE WEST
ALONG ROUTE TWENTY THREE FRIDAY AFTsRNOCN SECURED NEW POSITIONS AT BAN PHAKQUT
AFTER A SERIBS OF CLASHES WITH THE RETREATING NORTH VIETNAMESE. BAN PHAKOUT
IS LOCATED ABOUI NINE KILOMEIERS WEST OF PAKSONG.
ANOTHER GOVERNMENT FORCE, MOVING TOWARD PAKSONG FROM THE NORTHWEST IS NOW LOCATED
ALSO ABOUT NINE KILOMETERS FROM 1HE BOLOWENS PLATEAU TOWN. THIS FORCE ENGOULERED
FREDAY SCME NORTH VIETNAMESK RESISTANCE, BUT WAS ABLE TC PUSH THE COMMUNIST TROOPS
BACK.

SCATTESED SMALL UNIT CLASHES wiRE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JAxS Id NORTH CENTRAL
LAOS AND IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE,.

FROMs NAUGHICON.

()



BAN HOULI SAI VILNTIANE BSIS 101540 AUGUST'71,

SIS PASS TG AC'S USAID

" PRIOKITY
( DID 0§ AUGUST 71 )
1. LAC GOVERNMENT TROCPS ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHEAN LAGS ADVANGEL SUNDAY
A LITTLE MORE TOWRRR THE TOWN OF PAKSONG, SOME FORTY-EIGHT KILOMETERS EAST OF PARSE
ALONG RO.TE TWENTY~THREE.
2, TWO GOVRENMENT COLUMNS, ONE MOVING ACROSS THE PLATEAU FROM THE NORTHWEST AND THE
OTHER ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE FROM THE WESY, ARE REPORTED TO BE ABOUT EIGHT AND SIX
KILOMETERS RESPECTIVELY FROM PAKSONG.
3, BOTH COLUMNS REPORTED CLASHES WITHNORTH VIEWNAMESE UNITS, BUT GOVERNMENT TROOPS
WERS ABLE TO OVERCOME THE NORTH VIETNAMES: RESISTANCE AND TO CONTINUE THEIR ADVANCE,
lyo PAKSONG, THE MARKEY TOWN OF THE RICH AGRICULTURAL AREA OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,
WAS ATTACKED AND OCCUPIES BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE LAST MAY SIXTEEN,
S, A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERk REPORTED 6Y GOVERNMENT TROOPS OPsRATING ON THE PLAIN
OF JARS IN NOKTH CENTRAL LAOS, BUT THERE WAS NO CHANGL IN THE GENERAL SITUATION IN
THAT AREA.
FROMsNAUGHTON,

(BX)



BAN HOUEIL SA.L VIENTIANE USIS 121605 AUG'T1

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRIQWITY ®

( DID 6 AUG 71 }
1,THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE FRIDAY IN THE MILITARY SITUATION IN
LAOS.
2. GOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE SOUTHERN PANHANDIED PANHANDIE CONTINUE TO ADVANCE
SLOWLY TOWARD THE TCWN OF PAKSCNG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU FROM THE WEST AND
FROM THE NORTHWEST., BAD WEATHER HAMPERS THE OPERATLONS IN THAT AREA,
3. SCATTERED LEGHT CLASHES SPORADIC EXCHANGES OF MOTAR/ﬁln'I‘)ILLH{ﬂ FIRE WERE
REPORTED XRJE BOTH FRCM THE AREAS OF MOUNG PHARANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS,
SOME NINETY KB KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET AND FROM THE PLABN OF JARS

IN THE NCRTH CENTRAL PART OF THE COUNTRY.

FRCM: NAUGHTON,.

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE U335 131425 AUG'T1

UsEs PASS TO gC'S USAID

" PRIOKITY ®

( DTD 12 AUG 71 )
1. SKIRMISHING AND MINOR CLASHES CONTINUE BETWEEN LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES AND NORTH
VIETNAMESES TROOPS NEAR THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF SARAVANE /Ii CITY IN SOUTHERN
LAOS RECENTLY RETAKEN BY LAO FORCES.
2, CIVILIAN BFFICIALS VISITING THE TGMN REPORT NO BATTLE DAMAGE OTHER THAN THAT
INFLIBTED LAST YEAR BY OCCUPYING WORTH VEETNAMESETHE PROVINCE BENEENEENX GOVERNOR
HIS STAFF OF CIVIL SERVANIS HAVE NOW ASSUMED ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES IN THE RIBERATED
CAPITAL. |
3, IN SOUTHERN LAOS ON THE BOLOVENS PLATERU, ROYAL LAO FORCES ARE PUSHING TO RETAKE
PAKSONG, LOST TO NORTH VIETNAMESE INVARERS IN MRY. LAO TROOPS HAVE PROBED TO WITHIN
SIX KILOMETERS OF THE TOWN.

FROM: BARNES

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE us1s 150633 Augte T1
UsSIs AC'S

(PRIORITY)
DTD 13 AUGUST T1

1. DELEGATES OF THE LAO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY YESTSRDAY PASSED A BILL PROHIBITING
THE ILLEGAL CULTURE, gﬁxurucm, AND SALE OF OPIUM AND ITS DERIVATIVES WITHIN
THE KINGDOM OF LAOGS, THIS IS CONSIDERED AN IMPORTANT STEP FORWARD IN BRINGING
LAOS INTO COOPERATION WITH OTHER NATIONS ACTING TO CURB THE GROWING WORLDWIDE
THREAR OF DRUG ADDICTION AND ABUSE.

2, toDAY PRIME MINISTER PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA EXPRESSED OPTIMISM REGARBING
THE PROPSSED MEETING IN PEKING BETWEEN PRESIDENT NIXON AND COMMUNIST CHINESE
LEADERS, DESCRIBING THE FUTURE TALKS AS AN IMPORTANT EVENT®, THE LAO PRIME
MINISTER ALSO REITERATED HIS WILLINGS TO RESUME PEACE THLES WITH PATHET LAO
LEADER PRINCE SQUPHANOUVONG, OFFERING TO MEET WITH HIS HALF BROTHER IN EITHER
VIENTIANE OR ON THE PLAIN OF JARS,

FROM: BARNES.

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USS 173850 AUG'TL

USIs PASS TO AC'S USAID

* PRICRITY *

( DT 17 AUG 71 )
1o AREPORT FROM SOUTHERN LAOS DISCIOSED THAT A COMPANY OF LAO TROOPS BATTLED
TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE COMPANIES ABOUT TW-ENTY KILOMETERS WEST OF SARAVANE, KILLING
TWENTY -SEVEN VIETNAMESE AND WOUNDING AT¥ LEAST FORTY, THE LAQ TROOPS SEIZED AN
ESTENSIVE CACBE OF RICE AND SALT AFTER THE CLASH.
2+ ELSEWHERE IN SOUTH LAOS, LAO TROOPS PROBED TO WITHIN THREE KILOMETERS OF PAKSONG
ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, BEFORE FALLING BACK TO REGROUP FOR AN ASSAULT TO RECAPTURE

THE STRATEGIC TOWN.

FROM: BARNES.

(BX)



PAN HOUEI SAI VIEMTIAVE U318 191805 ATGHT1
IS PASS TO AC'S USAID

"PRIORITY "
( DTD 18 AUG T1)

1, HEAVY RESISTANCE EY NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES WEDNESDAY CAUSE ROYAL 1AO GOVERNMENT
TROOPS, WHO HAVE BFEN MOVING EASTWARD TOWARD PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN IAOS TO FALL BACK
TOWARD BAN PAKOUT, SOME FOUR KILOMETERS FROM PAKSONG, FAD WEATHFR SEVERELY LIMITED
TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT FORCES, AND A HEAVY ENEMY ROCKET RARRAGE
DISRUPTED GOVERNMENT ARTILLFRY SUPPORT.

2. THE ROYAL IAO TROOPS HAVE BEEN MAKING STEADY PROGRESS IN THFIR THRFFWEEK OLD
DRIVE TO RETAKE PAKSONG, AN IMPORTANT TOWN ON THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE BOLOVENS
PIATFAY, AT ILAST REPORT, THEY WERE REGROUPING AND WERE EXPECTED TC RESUME THEIR

PUSH EAST

FROM: FARFES.

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI “IENTTAKE NSIS 21151h AUG' 71

VSIS PASS TO AC'S TISATD

* PRIORITY "

{ DTD 21 AUG T1 )

1, WIDESPREAD FLOODING OF VIENTIANE IS REGINNIEC AS RISING WATERS OF THF MEKONG
OVERFLOW FARTHEN DIKES AT SEVERAL POI'TS OK THE WESTERN FDOE OF THE CITY.
2. LOCAL RESIDENTS ARE STOCK PILIKG FOOD AND SUPPLIES IN ANTICIPATION Wﬂ/

_TRANSPORTATION»—SHFPPLIES—IN-ANTFCIPATION OF A TRANSPORTATION PARALYSIS, AND THE
AMERICAX MISSION HAS BFGUN INNOCULATIONS AGAINST CHOLEFA ANDTYPHOID.

3. THE PROSPECTS OF A FIASH FLOOD APPEAP SLIM, FUT THE PROPABILITY OF A SLOW IN
UNDATION OF MUCH OF THE CITY IS CERTAIN, SHOULD FURTHER EROSION OF DIKES OCCUR.

THE VIENTIANE ATRPORT IS PARTIALLY UNDER WATER AND HAS REEN CLOSED,.

FROM: PARNES.

(BX)



BANNAOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USis 211953 AUG' 71

UsIS

PRIORITY
( DTD 21 AUG 71 )

1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN IAOS REMAINED STATIC, OWING TO CLOUDS AND HEAVY RAINS.

2. SOME FIGHTING WAS REPORTED ALONG ROUTE 23, BETWEEN PAKSE AND PAKSOMG IN
SOU'ﬁfERN IAOS, WHERE IAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS ARE STILL ATTEMPING TO RETAKE PAKSONG.
3. WEST OF SARAVANE GOVERNMENT TROOPS CIASHFD WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS AND

CAPTURED CAGHES OF RICE AND MUNITIONS.

FROM: BARNES.

SD



BAN HOUEI SAT VIENTIANE UsIs 241150 AUG' 71
UsIsS PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRIORITY "
( DTD 23 AUG 71 )

1. ALTHOUGH ACTION IN NORTHEMEN IAOS REMAINS LIGHT, ROYAL IAQ FORCES ON THE BOLOVENS
PIATEAU CONTINUE TO PROBE ENEMY POSITIONS NEAR PAKSONG, STILL IN NORTH VIETNAMESE
HANDS. MINOR CIASHES BY SMALL UNITS OF THE OPPOSING FORCES CHARACTERIZE
THE ACTION AND PATROLLING BY BOTH SIDES IS EXTENSIVE, IN PREPARATION FOR A RENEWED
DRIVE BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS TO RECAPTURE PAKSONG.
2. IN VIENTIANE, LARGE PARTS OF TOWN ARE UNDFR WATER FROM THE OVERFLOWING MEKONG
BUT THE WATER LEVEL OF THE RIVER IS SURSTDING. THE AIRPORT AND ITS FACILITIES
ARE FLOODED AND US GOVERNMENT HELICOPTERS ARE OPERATING OUT OF THE CITY FATRGROUNDS

TO CAREY OUT FLOOD RELIEF ACTIVITIES. THE CITY IS KOW AN ISIAND.

FROM: PARNES,

(B%)



BAN HOUEI SAT VIENTIANE UsIS 251133 AUG'TL

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID

" PRIORTTY »

( DTD 2L AUG 71 )
1. THE MEEONG RIVER ISLOWERING, AND ALTHOUGH IARGE PORTIONS OF VIENTTANE ARE
UNDER WATER, IT APPEARS THAT DIKES HAVE PREVENTED THE KIND OF WIDESPREAD DAMAGE
THAT OCCURED IN 19668. ONLY ONE DROWNING HAS BEEN REPORTED.
2. THE AIRPORT REMAINS FLOODED AND INTERNATIOFAL FLIGETS HAVE EFEN SUSPEKDED.
FLOODING OF FARMIAND SURROUNDING THE CITY HAS RUINED MUCH OF THE RICE CROP., WATER
STILL CONTINUES TO FLOW INTO THE LOW GROUND OF THE CITY, BUT AT A DIMINISHING RATE,
AND ALL INDICATIONS ARF THAT XIXA® THE CREST HAS PASSFD.

FROM: BARNES,

(Bx)



BAN HOUETI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 201915 AUG'T1

FRYICRITY
( DTD 25 AUG 71 )
MAJOR MILITARY ACTIVITY IN IAOS TODAY WAS MOSTLY CONFINRD TO SKIRMISHES
BETWEEN IAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS AND NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS NEAR THE SOUTHERN
CITIES OF SARAVANE AND PAKSONG. SARAVANE RECENTLY RECAPTURED BY IAO TROOPS ’

REMAINS IN GOVERNMENT HANDS, BUT PAKSONG, ON THE BOLOVENS PIATEAU, IS STILL
OCCUPIED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES.

FROM: BARNES

SD



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USTS 261855 Augt. 71

USIS AQAS
( DTD 26 AUGUST 71 ®

1, FRIME MINISTER PRINCE SOUVANNAPHOUMA FAS AGAIN REITERATED HIS PROPOSAL FOR PEACE
TALKS WITH PATHET IAO. A REIFASE BY THE ROYAL IAO GOVERKMENT QUOTES AN AUC 18 LETTER
TO PRONCE SOUPHANOUVONG, PATHET IAO LEAIFR, IN WHICK THE PRIME MINISTER WROTE "IAM
CERTAIN, THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF A MEETING WOULD EAUSE ALL IAO PRTRIOTS TO REJOICE,
2. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE MEETING BE HFLD IN VTE, ALTERNATING WITH KHANG KHAY ON THE
PIAIN OF JARS. HE OFFERED VIE AS THE FIRST MEETING PLACE, PROPBSING THAT A‘ CASE FIRE
AND BOMBING HALT BE THE INITIAL TOPEACES.
3. TN A PRESS INTERVIEW PRIOR TO HIS DEPARYURE FOR THE UNITED MATIONS ON AUG 27 THE
PRIME MINISTER SAID, "I INVITE THE NEO IAO HAK XAT (POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF THE
PATHETIAO) TO PARTICIPATE IN THE KEXT IXGISIATIVE ELECTIONS. "HE ALSO REITERATED
HIS PROPOSAL TO NEUTRALIZE THE PIAIN OF JARS, TRADITIOMALLY TFERITORY CONSIDFRED
THE REALM OF SOUVANNA 'S NEUTRALLISTS, AND ON THAT PASE BEGIN CONTROLLED WITHDRAWAL
OF FORCES BY BOTH SIDEST.

FROM: BARNES.

(PM)



BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 271915 AUG'TI
UsIS

PRICRITY

((p1D 27 ADG )
1. THE SEVERE FLOOD THAT HAS PUT TWENTY PERCENT OF THE VTE PLAINS UNDER WATER REACHED
A HIGH POINT SEVERAL DAYS AGO,BUT MUGH OF VIE IS STILL IN UNUATED.
2, EVALUATIONS OF DAMAGE ARK BEING MADE.CROP MAMAUE WAS MORE SEVERE THIS YEAR 1HAN IN THE
1966 FLOOD BECAUSE MCRE LAND IS UNDER CULTIVATION AT PRESENT.ONLY THKEE LIViS wWERE REPGRTED
LOST,BUT 10,000 PERSONS WERE DRIVEN FROM THEIR HOMES AND ARE BEING FED AND INNOCULATED
BY THE AMERICAN MISSION,WORKING WITH THE LAO GOVT,
3, A TOTAL OF 125,000 SANDBAGS WERE SUPPLIED BY THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT,
WITH ALSO FURNISHED MOST OF THE EARTH-MOVING EQUIPMENT TO BULLD DIKLS,WHICH WERE RESPONSIBLE
FOR AVERTING A WORSE FLOGD.USIAD HAS EXPENDED 35,000 MAN HOUSE OF WORK TC DATE IN DIKE=
BUILDING CPERATICNS IN COLLABORATION WITH COUNTERPART LAO MINISTRIES,
L, AN AID CFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF FLCOD GONTROL STATES THATSCOUNTERFLDOD MEASURED ARE
TURNING INTO COUNTERMUD CPERATIONS® BUI ALSC ALDS THAT THE UPSTREAM CITIES CF LP AND HiS

REPCRT RISING WATER LEVELS AGAIN,

FRCMs 3BARNLS.



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 301242 Augt. 71

USIS AC'S
DID 28 AUGIST, T

NEAR PAKSE SOUTHERN LACS NINETY&FIVE SOLDIERS AND TEN GIVILIAN OFFICIALS

OF THE COMMUNIST PATHET LAG RALLIED TO THE ROYAL BAO GOVERNMENT LAST NIGHT.
THEY BROUGHY WEAPONS AND ACCOUNTS OF MISTREATMENT AND INJUSTICE AT THE HANDS
OF THE NORTH VIEINAMESE ARMY. THESE RALLLERS ARE THE SECOND LARGE GROUP COF
PATHET LAC TO DESERT THE COMMUNIST SIDE IN RECENT MONTHS. EVIDENCE MOUNTS
THAT A WIDENING REFT IS DEVELOPING BETWEEN THE EIGHTY THOUSAND NORTH VIET-
~NAMESE VIEINAMESE TROOPS ILLEGALLY IN LACS AND THEL PATHET LAC ORGANIZATION,
REPCRTS FROM PAKSE SAY THAT FORMER PATHET LAC TROCPS ARE NOW ASSISTING ROYAL
LAC GOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE DRIVE TG RECAPTURE PAKSONG FROM TH: NCRTH VIET-

FROM: BARNES .

(PM)



BAN HOUEISAI VIENTIANE SIS 311842 AUG'TL

uSIs
PRIBRITY

( DID 31 AUG 1971 )
1, IN NORTHERN LAOS, MILITARY ACTIVITY ON THE PLAIN OF JARS WAS CONFINED TO MINOR
CLASHES AND PATROL ACTIVITY BY BOTH SIDES.HOWEVER, FRIENDLY UNITS ARE WITHDRAWING
70 SAFER POSITIONS IN THE NORTH AND NORTHWEST SECTIONS OF THE PLAIN,
2, IN CENTRAL LAOS, GOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE APPROACHED TO WITHIN ONE KIMOMETER OF MUONG
PHALANE,WHICH IS STILL OCCUPIED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE.
3. NEAR SARAVANE, THERE WERE NUMEROUS FIREFIGHTS AND PATROLING BY LAO FORCES AROURD
THE ﬂ%, WITH A DISCOVERY OF SMALL ENEMY CACHES OF RICE AND MUNITIONS. CLASHES
HAVE BEEN REPORTED 'AS CLOSE AS TEN KILOMETERS, AND THE AIRFIELD WAS HIT BY EIGHT ROUNDS
oraocmFmEonrnEzmxm.
l;, HEAVY ENEMY RESISTANCE HAS STALLED THE GOVEREMENT DRIVE TO RECAPTURE ix"éﬁ%“f
NORTH VIETNAMESE DEFENSES SIX KILOMETERS FROM THE TOWN ARE WELL ENTRENCHED BUT ARE
BEING SOFTENED BY ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE AND ARTILLERY,
5, IN PAKSE AN ADDITIONAL 21 PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED TC THE GOVERNMENG SIDE
BRINGING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFECTORS IN RECENT DAYS TO 126.

FROMs BARNES,



BAN HOUEI SAIL VIENTIANE USIS 011930 Sept.T1
wsIs AC'S

(PRIORITY)

( DID (1) Septe 71 )

1, FIGHTING NEAR AND AROUND PAKSONG HAS INCREASED, WITH BATTALION~SIZE ACTIONS.
TAKING PLACE, ENTRENCHED NORTH VIETNAMNSE TRCOPS BLOCKING THE APPROACH TO THE
SOUTHERN LAOTIAN TOWN ARE USING MORTARS, ROCKETS, MINES, ARTILLERY AGAINST LAO
GOVERNMENT FORCES, WHO ARE rMPLOYING HmAVY ARTILLERY AND AIR STRIKES AGAINST THE
ENEMY, WITHIN THE LAST TWO DAYS, LAO TROOPS EXPENDED MCRE THAN &8 600 HOWITZER
ROUNDS ON BUNKERS AND ENTRENCHED NORTH VIETWAMESE POUSITIONS, WHICH ARE ALSO BEING
POUNDED BY THE ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE.

2. IN NORTH LAOS, THE SITUATION REMAINS FAIRLY STATIC, WITH LaC FORCES STILL
FEZER PROBING ENEMY POSITICHWS AND PATROLLING LARGE AREAS OF Thii PLAIN OF JARS,.

3. UNEASY RESIDENTS OF VT ARE AWAITING THE RISE OF A SECOND CRrST OF MEKONG
FLOODWATER EXPECTED TO ARRIVE ABOUT SEPTEMBER 2, LARGE AREAS OF THE CITY ARE UNDER
WATER, BUT THE CENTRAL BUSINESS AREA IS DRY AND WILL PROBABLY REMAIN SC UNLESS

HASTILY BUILT DIKES BREAK OR EHCDE.

FROMs BARNES,
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE sIs

PRIORITY

( DTD SEPT 2, 1971 )
1, REPORTS FROM PAKSE SAY THAT PATHET LAO SOLDIERS QUESTION THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO THE NORTH
VIBTNAMESE.THERE HAS BEEN OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS,A CONTINUING FLOW OF INDIVIDUALS AND
GROUPS OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS WHO RALLIED TO THE ROYAL LAC GOVERNMENT UNDER m%
PROGRAM. IT WAS NOT UNTIL THIS YEAR,HOWEVER,THAT WIDESPREAD DISAFFECTION BETWEEN THE
LAOTIAN COMMUNISTS AND THE NORTH VIETNAMBSE ARMY BECAME APPARENT.(AT LATEST TALLY, 80,000
NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE IN LAOS.) |
2, IN MARCH 1971, NEAR THE SOUTHERN CITY OF PAKSE, 32 PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND OFFICERS
COVERTLY INDICATED TO LAO GENERAL PHASOUK THEIR INTENTION TO DISSOGIATE THEMSELVES
FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE CONTROL.AFTER SEVERAL ARMED CLASHES WITH VIETNAMESE REGULARS THE
GROUP MADE ITS WAY TO A POINT NEAR PAKSE,WHERE THE RALLIERS WERE WELCOMES BY CIVILIANS
AND THE ROYAL LAO MILITARY.OTHER GROUPS FOLLOWED IN APRIL AND MAY,INCLUDING OVER TWENTY
OFFICERS,TEN OF THEM FIELD GRADE,
3. AGAIN,ON AUGUST 27,%HE PATTERN WAS REPEATED WHEN DEPUTY BATTALION COMMANDER SALEE,
OF THE X% 12TH PATHET LAO BATTALION,TOGETHER WITH 95 SOLDIERS AND TEW CIVILIAN RANKING
OFFICERS,RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE.
L, IN ALL CASES,INTERVIEWED DEFECTORS TOLD STORIES OF MISTRRATMENT,OPPRESSION,AND HBAVY
TAXATION OF LAO CIVILIANS AT THE HANDS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY,THEY TOLD OF COBRCION
OF LAO BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND OF THE OBVIOUS ENE i ye

INTERESTS TO THOSE OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE,.



““BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 031930 Sept. 71

BIs AC'S

( PRICRITY)
( DTD (3) SEPTEMBER. T1 )

1, PATHET LAC WROOPS CONTINUE TC DESERT THE NORTH VIETNAMASE AND RALLY TC THE ROYAL
LAO GOVERNMENT. A GROUP OF THIRTY PATHET LAO CF THE ELEVENTH BATTALICN ATTEMPTED

TO LINK UP WITH GOVERNMENT FCRCES NEAR KHONG ISLAND IN SCUTHERN LACS BUT WERE
BLOCKED BY NORTH VIETNAMeSE TROGPS, WHO ENCAGED THEM IN A FIRLFIGHT. HOWEVER, THREE
SOLDIERS FROM THIS GRCUP WERE KILLED BUT THREL CTHERS WERE ABLE TC MAKE THEIR WAY
TO PAKSE. ‘

2¢ A GROUP OF 37 PATHET LAO YESTERDAY SAFELY RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDER AND
TODAY 64 SOLDIERS OF THE FCURTH COMPANY, TWELFTH BATTALION, APPEARED AT WAPIKHAMw
~PHONG. SIXTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE. THEY WERE WELCOMED BY RCYAL LAC FORCES,
AMONG THIS COMPANYSIZE GRCUP WERE THREE MAJORS, IN INTERVIEWS WITH REPCRTERS THEY
TOLD OF THEIR DISCONTENT AT HAVING TC SERVE UNDER THE CF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. TWO
MORE CCMPANIES COF PATHET LAC ARE EXPHCTED TO RALLY IN THE NEAR FUIURE.

3. ALSQ FROM PAKSE WAS ANNCUNC:MENT OF THE RECAPTURE OF LAC NGAM, AN INPCRTANT
SOUTHERN TOWN, BY ROYAL MM LAO TROOPS. GOVERNMENT FORCES ENTHRED THE TUWN YESTERBAY
s FREEING IT FROM THRE: YEARS OF NCORTE VILTNAMESE OCCUPATION. LAO NGAM M HAD
BEEN USkD AS A SUPPLY BAS AND STAGING AREA FCR ENEMY CPERATICNS IN SOUTHERN LAOS.

FRCM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 061625 SEPT' 1

Usis AC

®* PRIORITY =

( DTD 06 SEPT 71 )
1. HEAVY ACTION IN LACS WAS CONFINED MOSTLY TO THE SOUTH, WHERE FIGHTING NEAR
LAC NGAM, SARAVANE, AND PAKSONG HAS SET UP.
2, LAO NGAM WAS FREED FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION LAST WEEK, AFTER BEING
HELD BY THE ENEMY FOR THREE YEARS TO SERVE AS A SUPPLY BASE AND STAGING AREA
FOR ENEMY OPERATIONS IN THE SOUIH.
3o SARAVANE, A PROVINCEALX CAPITAL NEAR THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL, WAS LIKE WISE
LIFTED FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE CONTROL LAST MONTH, AND LAC CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATION
RE=ESTABLISHED FIGHTING CONTINUES, HOWEVER, NEAR AND AROUND.
Lo FAST OF PAKSONG, NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE HAS FORCED A PULLBACK OF ROYAL
LAC TROOPS A FEW KILOMETERS, A\E A LARGE EXPENDITURE OF ARTILLERY HAS CHARACTERIZE

-0 THE ACTION FCR THE LAST TWO DAY3.

FROM: BAENES,
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIs 071725 Sept. T1
USIS ' AC'S

(PRIQRITY)

( DID SEPTEMBER 7,1971 )

1, MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAGS CENTERED MONDAY AND THUSDAY IN TWO SEPARATE AREAS:
THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, AND THE NOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE SOUTH.

2. AT LAST FOUR SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS,.

3. IN THE SOUTH, LAQO GOVERNMENT FORCES RrePORTED SEVERAL CONTACTIS WITH THENN NORTH
VIETNAMESE IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF SARAVANE, SOME FORTY FIVE KILOMETERS NORTH
OF THE BOLOVENS PIATEAU, AND OTHER SKIRMISHES NEAR LAO NGAM, ABOUT TEN KILOMETERS
NORTH OF THE PLATEAU. LAO 8GAM, RECAPTURED LAST WEEK BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS, HAB
BEEN UNDER NORTH VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION FOR OVER THREE YEARS.

FROM: BARNES.

(PM)




BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE SIS 082015 SEPT'71

USIS
PRICRITY
( DID SEPTEMBER 8, 1971 )

1, SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPCRTED TUESDAY AND
WEDNESDAY FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS.

2, SCATTERED LIGHT SKIRMISHES TCOK FLACE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF BORIKHAN,SOME
ONE HUNDRED TEN KILOMETERS EASTNORTHEAST OF VIE,AND A FEW SMALL ENGAGEHENTS WERE
REPORTED IN SOUTHERN LACS NEAR THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,.

3. IN THE MEANTIME,ANOTHER LARGE GROUP OF PATHET LAO BOLDIERS RALLIED TC THE
GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS,SIXTYTHREE PATHET LAO SOLDIERSLED BY THREE OFFICERS
CAME OVER TUESDAY TO THE GOVERRMENT SIDE IN AN AREA ABOUT FORTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF
PAKSE.ALL THE RALLIERS BELONGED TO THE SECOND COMPANY OF THE TWELFTH PATHET LAC
BATTALION.THE NUMBER OF PATHET LAO TROOPS RALLIER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN THE
LAST FIVE MONTHS IS ROW AROUND FIVE HUNDRED MEN. ALL THE RALLIERS REPORTED THAT

THE OPPRESSIVE METHODS USED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TOWARD BOTH THE PATHET LAO

AND THE LAO CIVILIANS LED TO INCREASING ENMITY BETWEEN NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES

AND PATHET LAO TROOPS.

FROM3: BARNES,



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 091710 Sept., 71
USIS AC'S

(PRIORITY)

( DID SEPTEMBER 9,1971 )

1, MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS CONTINUED AT A MODERATE LEVEL WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY,
MOSTLY IN THE AREA OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN PART OF THE éOMRY.

2. SEVERAL SHARP ENGAGEMENTS, AND MORTARY AND ARTILLERY FIRE EXCHANGB, WERE
REPORTED WEST AND NORTHWEST OF PAKSONG NEAR THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE PRATEAD.

AT ONE POINT ALONG HIGHWAY TWENTY-THREE LINKING PAKSONG WITH PAKSE, GOVERNMENT
TROOPS WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW A FEW KILOMETERS FODRLOWING® A SERONG ATTACK BY AT
LEAST TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE COMPANIES.

3, ONLY A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS,

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HQULEI SAX VIENTIANE wsIs 121625 SEPT'T1

WIS PASS TO AC'S USAEH.

* PRICRITY ®

( DTD 11 SEPT 7k )
1. SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY EXCHANGES CONTINUED FRIDAY
AED SATURDAY IN TWO AREAS OF PRINCIPAL MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS IN RECENT MONTHSR,
THE PLAIN OF #ARS IN THE NORTH CENTRAL PART OF THE COUNTRY AND ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU
IN SOUTHERN LAOS. ALL THESE SKIRMISHES WERE PATROLATYPE ENGAGEMENTS AND DID NOT
AFFECT THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY.

FROM: BARNES,
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BAN HCUIE SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 132230 Septe. 71

USIs AC'S

CPRICRITY)

( DTD SEPTEMBER 13,1971 )

1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAGS SUNDAY AND MONDAY WAS CONCENTRATED MAINLY IN THE
SOUTHERN PART OF THE KINGDOM N THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, WHERE GOVERNMENT FORCES
SECURED NEW PCOITIONS FOR A MOVE TO RETAKE PAKSONG NEAR THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE
PRATEAU.

2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS ARE N@W DEPLOYED ON THREE SIDES OF THE TOWN, AT SOME PCINTS AS
COBSE AS THREE KILOMETER FROM PAKSONGE

3. SEVERAL SHARP ENGAGEMENTS WERLE REPORTED DURING THE EARLY PHASE OF THE OPERATION,
BUT THE GOVENNMENT FORCE MANAGED TO SECURE MOST OF ITS INITIAL CBJECTIVES,

ljo PAKSONG, AN IMPGRTANT COMMERCIAL CENTER ON THE FERTILE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, WAS
ATTACKED AND CAPTURED BY THE NCRTH VIETNAMESE ALMOST FOUR MONTHS AG@.

S5« IN THE MEANTIME ANCTHER FIFIYNINE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS, INCLUDING SIX OFFICERS,
RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOOTHERN LACS.

6, THE RALLIERS, WHO BROUGHT THEIR WEAPONS WITH THEM, CONTACTED LAO GOVERNMENT UNIT
AT BAN OKHAT, SOME FORTYFIVE KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE, IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA
WHERE RECENTLY A GONSILERABLE NUMBiR OF OTHER PATHET LAO TROOPS JCINED THE GOVERNMENT
SIDE.

7. THE FIFTYNINE RALLIFRS BELONGED TO THE FIRST AND SIXTH COMPANIES OF THE W TWELFTH
PATHET LAC BATTALION. ONLY A WEEK AGO ALMOST AN ENTIRE COMPANY CF THE SAME BATTALION,
SIXTYSEVEN MBR OF THE SECOND COMPAMY, RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT,

8. THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS WHO RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN
RECENT MONTHS IN SCUTHERN LAOS STANDS NOw AT WELL OVER FIVE HUNDRED.

9« A LARGE PROPORTION OF THE RALLIERS WERE INTEGRATED AT THEIR REQUEST INTO THE
ROYAL LAO ARMY. MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED OF THEM ARE ACTIVELY IN THE CURRENT CPERATION
AIMED AT RETAKING PAKSONG.

10, ONLY VERY LIGHT AND SPORADIC MILITARY ACEIVITY WAS REPCRTED FROM OTHER REGIONS
OF LACS.

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsSIs 142215 SEPT!71
USIS

WPRIBBITY"
( DTD SEPT 1L, 1971 ) |

1. FORMER PL SOLDIERS WHO HAVE RALLIED TO THE LAO GOVERNMENT SIDE AN PROVINGE VERY
EFFICIENT IN FIGHTING TFE NORTH VIETNAMESE,ACCORDING TO COLONEL KHAM PHET THOUNSAVETH,
DEPUTY COMMANDER CF THE FOURTH MILITARY REGION IN SOUTHERN LACS.
2. MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED PL SOLDIERS HAVE RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN
LAOS IN RECENT MONTHS,THE LATEST GROUP OF FIFTYNINE MEN,INCLUDING SIX OFFIERS,CAME IN
MONDAY ,REPORTING TO A GOVERNMENT OUTPOST SOME FORTYFIVE KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE.
3, COLONEL KHAMPET,IN AN TERIXXKK INTERIVIEW QUOTED BY THE LAO OFFICIAL PRESS AGENCI®
LAO PRESS,"SAID MOST OF THE RALLIERS COME FROM THE AREA OF PAKSOBG AND WAPIKHAMTHONG,
WHERE THE FRICTION BETWEEN THE PL AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IS THE MOST SEVERE, COLONEL
KHAMPHET SAID ALSO THAT ALMOST NINETY PERCENT OF THE RALLIERS ARE ETHNIC LAO,BUT OTHER
ETHNIC GROUPS ARE ALSO REPRESENTED.
Yy, THE COLONEL EMPHASIZED THAT THE RALLIERS WERE RECEIVEB BY THE ROYAL LAO ARMY LIKE
BROTHERS AND ARE WELL CARED FOR BY THE AUTHORIZES .,MANY OF THEM VOLUNTEERED TO FIGHT
AGAINST THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND WERE INTEGRATED INTO THE LAOTIAN ARMY,"THEY ARE VERY
GOGD SOLDIER, " SXX SAID COLONEL KHAMPHET."THEY KNOW THE Tmum&?mm KNOW ENEMY
POSITIONS,AND THEIR COMMANDO UNITS OF ABOUT TEN MEN EACH EASILY INFILTRATE NORTH
VIETNAMESE DEFENSES,WHERE 1&'5 NFLICT HEAVY LOSSES ON THE ENEMY.

FROM: BARNES. SD



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIs 151905 Sept. T1
IS AC'S

(PRIORITY)

( DID SEPTEMBER 15,1971 )
1. SHARP FIGHTING CONTINNED WEDNESDAY ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE TOWN OF PAKSONG NEAR THE
WESTERN EDG OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LACS.
2. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES ENTERED PAKSONG TUBSDAY AND ENCOUNTERED STRONG RESISTANCE FROM
NORTH VIEENAMESE TROOPS WELL ENTRENCHED IN BUNKERS AND IN FORTIFIED BUILDINGS OF THE
TOWN. FIREFIGHTS AND ENGAGEMENTS CONTINUED ALL DAY, TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY, WITH GOVERNMENT
FORCES ATTACKING FROM THE EASTERN AND SOUTHERN SECTORS OF PAKSONG. OTHER GOVERNMENT Wil
UNIT, LOCATED WEST OF PAKSONG ALONG ROUTETWENTY-THREE, ARE ENCOUNTERING VERY STIFF NORTH
VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION, AND SO FAR, WERE NOT ABLE TO ADVANCE TOWARD THE EMBATTLED TOWN.
3. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT AT LEAST THREE BATTALIONS OF THE NINTH NORTH VIETNAMESE REGIMENT
ARE DEFENDING PAKSONG. PAKSONG FELL TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ON MAY 16TH ALMOST EXACTLY
FOUR MONTHS AGO. |
lso LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE BEEN TRYING TO RECAPTURE THE OWN SINCE EARLY AUGUST,
BUT WERE NEVER ABLE TO COME AS CI@SE TO THEIR OBJECTIVE AS THEY ARE NOW.
S, OTHER AREAS OF LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET, WITH ONLY A FEW LIGHT SKIRMISHEB
REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL PART OF THE COUNTRY.

FROM: BARNES.,
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE sIs 161916 SEPT'T1
USIs

FRIORITY

1,THE SOUTHER LAOTIAN TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IS BACK IN GOVERNMENT
HANDS XETERIAFTER A FOUR MONTHS OCCUPATION BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE,

2, THE FIVE DAYS BATTLE FOR PAKSONG SEEMS TO BE RRAWING TO A CLOSE,WITH ALMOST ALL

OF THE TOWN SECURED BY GOVERNMENT FORCES,.AT LAST REPORT THURSDAY,EMOFPING-UP OPERATIONS
CONTINUED AGAINST SMALL POCKETS OF NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE.

3, AFTER CLEARING THE TOWN,GOVERNMENT UNITS MOVED ON THE SECURE THE AIRSTRIP,JUST NORTH
OF PAKSONG.THE NORTH VIETNAMESE,WHC ARE REPORTED TO BE DEFENDING THE AIRSTRIP WITH
SOME TENACITY,ARE BEING GRADUALLY PUSHEP BACK AND LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIES EXPECT

TO BE SOON IN FULL CONTROL QOF THE AIRFIELB,

4. THE FIGHTING FOR PAKSONG WAS REPORTED AS VERY SHARP,AND BOTH SIDES SUFFERED
NUMBEROUS CASUALTIES.A ROYAL LAC ARMY SPOXESMAN STATED THAT AT LEAST 137 NORTH
VIETNAMESE XEXEERXOCKEXEENNXEEEN SOLDIERS HAD BEEN KILLED,WHILE GOVERNMENT FORCES LOST
THIRTY-MEN KILLED IN ACTION.

S. THE TOWN ITSELF DID NOT SUFFERED MUCH DAMAGE DURING THE FIGHTIMG. IN ORDER TO

SPARE THE TOWN,GOVERNMENT FORCES DID NOT USE ARTILLERY OR AIRSTRIKES AGAINST PAKSONG
EVEN THOUGH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FORTIFIED THRMSELVES IN MANY BUILDINGS AND HAD

TO BE DRIVEN OUT WITH SMALL ARMS FIRE AND HAND GRENADES.

6. A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE AREAS

OF LAO NGAM AND SARAVANE,THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS RELATIVELY QUIET WITE ONLY SOME XK
SMALL SKIRMISHES REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS.

FROMs BARNES,



BANHOUEISAIL VIENTIANE SIS 172245 Sept. 71

US1S AC'S

CPRIOCRITY)

( DTD SEPTEMBER 17,1971 )

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS FRIDAY CONTINUED MOPPING UP OPERATIONS IN THE IMMEDIATE

VICINITY OF THE TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE WESTERN BD8 OF THE BOLOVENS PL IN SOUIHERN LACS.

2, PAKSONG WAS RECAPTURED THURSDAY AFTER A FIVE DAY BATTLE WITH THL NORTH VIETNAMESE

WHO OCCUPIED THE TOWN SINCE MAY 16,

3. BY SUNDAWN THURSRAY ALL OF PAKSONG, INCLUDING THE AIRSTRIP JUST NORTH OF TOWN,

WAS IN GOVERNMENT HANDS. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE LEFT WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED OF THEIR

DEAD SCATTER AROUND THE SCATTER OF THE TOWN. LAO MILITARY SPOKESMAN INDICATED THAT

AT LEASE 137 NORTH VIETNAMESE BODIES WERE FOUND AFEER THE BATTLE, WHILE THE GOVERN-

-MENT LOSSES WERE GIVEN, AS 32 KILLED AND 57 WOUNDED,

i, GOVERNMENT UNITS ARE PREPARING@ NOW TO CLEAR THE LASE STRETCH OF ROUTE TMENTY THREE

READING TO PAKSONG FROM PAKSE. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT SCME THREE TO FOUR HUNDED NORTH

VIF.‘:TNAHESE TROOPS ARE STILL DEPLOYED ALONG THE ROUTE IN NUMROUS AND WELL FORTIFIEDS
S.BEL&(ERS. AFEW LIGHT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL

LACS, THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVERY QUIET.

FROM: BERNES.

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 181435 SEPT'T1
SIS

PRIORITY
( D™D 18 SEPT T1 )

1. 1AO GOVERNMENT PORCES SATURDAY CONTINUED MOPPING-UP OPERATIONS IN THE IMMEDIATE
VICIKITY OF THE RECERTLY RECAPTURED TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN
LAOS.
2. THE ROAD FROM PAKSONG TO PAKSE,A LITTLE MORE THAN FIFTY KILOMETERS 70 THE WEST,IS NOT
YET CPEN.SOME FOUR HUNDRED NORTH VIETHAMESE TROOPS ARE ENTRENCHED ALONG A SEVEN=
KILOMETERS STREICH OF THE KIGHWAY CLOSE TO PAKSONG,AND GOVERNMENT UNITS TRYING TO
DISLCDGE THEM ARE MEETING STRONG OPPOSITION.
3. CIVILIANS ARE GRADUALLY RETURNING TO PAKSONG,AND SEVERAL SHOPS ARE ALREADY OPEM
FOR BUSINESS.THE TOWN ITSELF SUFFERED VERY LITTLE DAMAGE IN THE RECENT FIFTHING.
O AIR STRICKES WERE CONDUCTED AGATNST PAKSONG.THE PAKSONG HOSPITAL,HOWEVER,OPERATED BY
THE PHILLIPINO TEAM FROM"OPERATING BROTHERHOOD"WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE SOON AFTER THEY CAPTURED THE TOWN ON MAY SIXTERNTH, |
s, SEVERAL SMALL UNITS CLASHES WERE REPORTED NEAR LAO NGAM,ANOTHER LOCALITY RECAPTURED
BY GOVERMMENT FORCES ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO.LAO NGAM,LOCATED ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTH
OF PAKSONG,HAD BEEN UNDER NORTH VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION FOR ALMOST THREE YEARS,
5. A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE FLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL
LAGS AND IN AN AREA ABOUT TWENTY FIVE KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL
OF LUANG PRABAMG.THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET.

FROM: BARNES,



BAN HOUEI SAIX VIENTIANE SIS 220627 Sept. 71

8IS AC'S

(PRIORITY)

( DTD SEPTEMBER 21,1971 )

1, MILITARY SITUATION IN LAGS MONDAY AND TUESDAY REMAINED ESSENTIALL& UNCHANGED
WITH NO LARGER ENCAGEMENTS REPORTED.
2, IN THE VICINITY OF THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED TOWN OF PAKSONG IN SCUTHERN LACS,
GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE CONDUBTING CLEARING OPERATIONS SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES
WERE REPORTED, INDICATING THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE STILL IN THE AREA.
EAST OF PAKSONG, GOVERNEMENT UNITS, UPPORTED BY ARTILLERY AND ROYAL LAO WARPLANES,
PROGED STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE WHICH
LINKS PAKSONG WITH PAKSE. SOME TWENTY FIVE NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WERE KILLED
IN THIS ACTION BNT THIR POSITICNS REMAINED UNBROKEN.
3. A PEW SKIRMISHES WERE REPCRTED NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, NEAR LAO NGAM
AND SARAVANE, SEVERAL MORE FARTHER NORTH, IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE AND
A NUMBER OF PATROL CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES TOOK PLACE OM THE PLAIN CF JARS
IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS,

FROM: BARNES.

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE SIS 230655 SEPT'71

BsIs

PRICRITY
( DTD 22 SEPT 71 )

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS, ENGAGED IN MOPPING-UP OPERATIONS AROUND THE SOUTHERN
TOWN OF PAKSONG,REPORTED TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY SEVERAL SHELLINGS BY NORTH VIETNAMESE
MORTARS AND ROCKETS. IN THE MEANTIME, GOVERMENT UE FORCES  WEST OF PAKSONG ARE
MOVING TOWARD FORTIFIED NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITIONS, BLOCKING PART OF THE ROAD THAT
LINKS PAKSONG WITH PAKSE.

2, FARTHER NORTH,IN THE GENERAL AREA OF LAO NMS NGAM,JUST NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU
GOVERNMENT UNITS DISCOVERED A NORTH VIETNAMESE SUPPLY DEPOT OF AMMUNITION AKD OTHER
EQUIPMENT. BIRTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS GUARDING THE DEPOT FLED AT THE APPROACH OF
GOVERNMENT TROOPS .

3, SEVERAL CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME EIGHTY
KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET,

L. A FEW LIGHT CONTACTS ANR ARTILLERY EXCHANGES TOCK PLACE ON THE PLAIN OF JARS IN
NORTH GENTRAL LAOS WHILE THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS REPORTED CALM.

FROM: BARNES.



BAN HOUBI SAI VIENTIANE usIs 240708 Septe T1

USIs AC'S

(PRIORITY)

(DTD SEPTEMBER 23,1971 )
1, LAO GOVERNMENT FCORCES, ENGAGED IN CLEARING OPERATIONS AROUND THE TCOWN OF PAKSONG
OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU REPCRTED ONLY TWO CONTACTS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE TROCPS. IN
ONE INCIDENT NCRTH VIETNAMESE CUNNERS SHILLED A COVERNMENT UNIT SCME SEVEN KILOMETERS
NORTHEAST OF PAKSONG. ANCTHER CLASH OCCURRED ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE, SOME EIGHT
KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG, WHERE GOVERNMENT TROOPS FAILED TO DISLODGE THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE FROM THEIR WELL FORTIFIED BUNKERS, BLOCKING THE HIGHWAY WHICH LINES PAKSOMNC
WITH PAKSE, BAD WEATHER FREVENTED THE USE OF LAO WAR-PLANES IN SUPPORT OF GOVERNMENT
TROOPS ,
2, THE VILLAGE OF SOUKHOUMA, ABOUT FIFTY-FIVE KILOMETERS SOUTH OF PAKSE WAS ATTACKED
TUESDAY NIGHT BY AGROUP OF CCMMUNISTE COMMANDOS FIRING SMALL ARMS AND B-L40 ROCKEIS.
THE ATTACKERS KIILLED TWO VILLAGE MILITIAMEN AND WOULDED THE VILLAGE CHIEF AND ONE
SOLDIER,
~ 3 SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL
LACS. GOVERNMENT RROOPS IN THE AREA DISCOVERED A SIZEABLE CAGEE OF NCRTH VIETNAMESE
AMMUNITION OF DIFFERENT TYPES.
Lo COMMUNIST SOLDIERS AMBUSHED TWO CIVILIAN TRUCKS ON HIGHWAY THIRTEEN BETWEEN
VIENTIANE AND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. THE TRUCKS WERE DESTROYED AND TWO

CIVILIANS WERE KILLED IN THE ATTACK,
5+ THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS REPORTED RELATIVELY QUIET. FROM: BARNES. (rM)




BAN HOUEIL SAI VIENTIANE SIS 2112000 SEPT*71

SIS

PRIORITY

( DID 2), SEPFEMBER 1971 )
1, NORTHE VIETNAMESE TROOPS STILL HELD TURSDAY AND FRIDAY IN THEIR STRONG BANKERS
ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE IN SOUTHERN LAOS,PREVENTING GOVERNMENT FORCES FROM OPENING
THE ROAD FROM PAKSE TO THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVEKS
PLATEAU,
2. GOVERNMENT PROBES FROM BOTE EAST AND WEST FAILED TO DISLODGE THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE, WHO COUNTER EKSEMEACH GOVERNMENT ATTEMPT WITH HEAVY MORTAR AND
SMALL ARMS FIRE,
3, OTHER GOVERNMENT UNITS, ENGAGED IN CLEARING OPERATIONS NORTH AMD NORTHEAST
OF PAKSONG REPORTED SEVERAL NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS BY MORTARX AND ROCKET FIRE.
L, FARTHER NORTH,GOVERNMENT TROOPS REPORTED SEVERAL CLASHES WITH THE HORTH
VIETHAMESE IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE,SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF
SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE.
5. SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANCES WERE ALSO REPORTED FROM THE
PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS.

FROM: BARMNES, D



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 251558 ggpre7y

sIs PLEASE PASS TO ACES UBAID

* PRIORITY "
( DTD 25 SEPT 71 )

1e MILITARY SITUATION INLAOS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY REMAINED BASICALLY UNCHEANGED.
2o SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTS CONTINUED IN THE VICINITY OF THE RECENTLY RERAPTURED
TBWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU INSOUTHERN LAOS. GOVERNMENT TROOPS
CONTINUE THEIR OPERATIONS TO CLEAR THE AREA OF THE NORTH VIEWNAMESE BUT SO FAR
DID NOT SUCCEED TO OPEN THE ROAD LINKING PAKSONG WITH PAKSE. IN THE NORTH VIET
NAMESE ARE WELL DUG IN ALONG THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE ROAD AND ALI, ATTEMPTS
TO DISLODGE THEM ARE COUNTERED 5Y HEAVY MORTAR, ROCKET AND SMALL ARMS FIRE,
3, GOVERNMENT FORCES NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU FOUGHT A SHARP ENGAGEMENT
WITH AN BSTIMATED TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE COMPANIES IN AN AREA ABOUT ELEVEN KILOMETERS
SOBTHWEST OF SARAVANEs AT LEAST TWBNTY NORTH VIETNAMESE K
SOLDIERS WERE KILLED m/% WOUNDED, WHILE THE GOVERNMENT FORCAES SUFFERED
VERY LEBHT CASUALTIES, |
li SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH
CENTRAL LAOS, ABOUT EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAS1 OF SARAVANE.
5. NUMEROUS SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES, SOME OF THEM QUITE INTENSE, WERE ALSO REPORTED
FROM THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOSX.

FROM3 BMNRNES . {BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 271808 Sept. 71

SIS AC'S

(PRIORITY)

( DTD SEPTEMBER 27,1971 )

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES SUNDAY AND MONDAY CONTINUED CONSOLIDATING THIRE POSITIONS
AROUND MUONG SOUIL, A FORMER NERTRALIST STRONG HOLD JUST OFF THE NORTH WESTERN EDOE OF
THE PLAIN OF JARS. IT HAD EEEN REARTURED BY GOVERNMENT SROOPS SATURDAY, AFTER BEING
HELD BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FOR EIGHT MONTHS. GOVERNMENT UNITS MET WITH ONLY LIGHT
WSRTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITIONS.
2. SEVERAL SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES, SOME OF THEM SHARP, WERE REPORTED FROM
THE PLAIN OF JARS ITSELF, MOSTLY IN THE CENTRAL PART OF THE PLAIN.
3, SPORADIC CLASHES AND SHELLINGS CONTINUED AROUND MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAGS.
lyo FARTHER SOUTH, GOVERNMENT TROOPS ENGAGED IN CLEARING OPERATIONS AROUMD THE TOWN OF
PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU REPORTED SEVERAL SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTSIN THE GENERAL
AREA OF PAKSONG. THE ROAD FROM PAKSONG TO PAKSE REMAINS CLOSED, WITH THE NORTH VIET=-
~NAMESE HOLDING ONTO THEIR STRONGLY FORTIFIED POSITION ALONG THE ROAD ABOUT FOUR KILO-
-METERS FROM PAKSONG.

FROM: BARNES.

(Pv)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE sIs 291903, Sept. 71

SIS AC'S

(PRIORITY)

( DTD SEPTEMBER 29,1971 )

1. FORTY-SIX MORE PATHEY LAO SOLDIERS AND CADRES HAVE RALLIED TC THE GOVERNMENT SIDEB
IN SOUTHERN LAOS, BRINGING TO SIEeTY ~ SEVEN THE TOTAL FOR THE PAST TWO DAYS,
2. LIKE THE BROUF OF TWENTI-ONB THAT RALLEED IN A DIFFERENT ICCALITY YESTERDAY, THE
MOST RECENT RALLIERS BELONGED TO THE TWELFTH PATHET LAO BATALION. TWO COFFICERS AND
FIVE CIVILIAN OFFICIALS, ONE OF THEM A VILLAGE CHEEF, WERE AMONG THE FORIY-SIf. AND
LIKE THE CTHER OROUP, THE SOLDIERS CAME WITHOUT WEAPONS, SAYING THAT THE NORTH VIET-
wNAMESE RECENTLY TOOK THEIR ARME AWAY,
3+ THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PATHEI LAO SOLDIERS AND OFFICIALS WHO HAVE RALLIED T0O THE
GOVERNMENT SIDE SO FAR THIS YEAR IS JUST OVER SEVEN HUNDRED, COMPARED TC ONLY ABOUT
TS0 HUNDRED LAST YEAR,
ke LAO QOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN PAXSE DISCLOSED THAT AN UNUSUAL RALLIER JCINED THE
GOVERKNMENT ON SEPTEMBER RLEVENTH,., HIS NAME ISBOUN SONG, AND HE ACTED IN THE SOUTH AS
A SPECIAL ENVOY OF PATHET LAO LEADER PRINCE SOWWOW WAS CHARGED WITH FINDING
OUT THE REASONS FOR THE CROWING FRICTION BEIWLEN THE PA LAO AND THE BORTH VIETNAMESE
AND CRDERED TO TRY AND MEND THE BREACH, DISCAVERING THAT THE ENMITY BETWEEN THE PATHET
mmm THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WAS BEYOND RECONCILIATION, BOUNSONG RALLIED TC THE ROYAL
OOVERNMERT , '
S« IN THE FICHTING IN THE SOUTH, GOVERNMENT FCRCES, AFTER A SHARP ENGAGEMENT, RERRPT
THE AGRICULTURAL STATION ON ROUTE BWENTY-THREE, SOME SEVEN KILOMETERS WES® OF PAKSONG,
FOR ABOUT TWONNE WEEKS NOW, SINCE THE RECAPTERE OF PAKBENG BY QOVERNMENT FORCES ON
SEPTEMBER 16, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAD BEEN HOLDING OUT IN WELL FORTIFIED POSITIONS
IN AND ARQUND THE AGRICULTURAL STATION, PREVERTING THE OPENING OF THE ROAD BETWEEN
PAKSONG AND PAKSE, AS OF WEDNESDAY ANTERNOON THE ROAD ISNOT IET DECLARED OPEN FOR
TRAVEL. GOVERNMENT UNITS CONTINUED MOPPING UP OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA.
6, FARTHER NORTH, A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPCRTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOME EEN
KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST . OF SARAVANE SPORADIC SKERMISHES TOOK PLACE NEAR MUONG PHALANE
IN SOUTH CENTRAL LACS, ABCUT LIGHTY EKILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET,.
7. ONLY A FEW LIGET ENGAGEMENTS WERE REPORTIED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS. GOVERNMENT UNITS
ENGAGED IN CMEARING OPERATIORS IN THE VICINITY OF RECENTLY RECAPTWRED POSITIONS AROUND
MUONG SOUI, MORTHWEST OF THE PLAIN, REPORTED AR LEAST TWO ATTABKS BY MORTAR FIRE AGAINST
THEIR PATROIS.

FROM: BARNES,

()



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE 1) & 302010 SEPT'71
SIS

FRIORITY

( DTD 30 SEPT 71 )
1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES CONTINUE GLEARING OPERATIONS ALONG ROUTE TWENTYTHREE
JUST WEST OF PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN LAOS ,WEDNESDAY,GOVERNMENT TROOPS MOVING FROM
THE WEST RE=OCCUPIED THE AGRICULTURAL STATION LOCATED ALONG THE ROAD ABOUT SEVEN
KILOMBTERS WEST OF PAKSONG,LATER ANOTHER HKIT ADVANCED TC WITHIN FOUR KILOMETERS
OF THE STATION FROM THE EAST.THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE STRONG DEFENSIVE POSITIONS
ALONG THIS STREICH OF ROUTE TWENTYTHREE, AND THE CLEARING OPERATION BY GOVERNMENT
FORCES CONTINUES.
2, A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF PAKSONG. ONE
CLASH WAS REPCRTED FROM AN ARRA NEAR THE CAMBODIAN BORDER, ON THE MEKONG RIVER
SOUTH OF KHONG ISLAND,
3, INTERMITTENT FIGHTING CONTINUED KEAR MUONG PHALANE,SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST
OF SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NIKE. THE NORTH VIETHAMESE ARE REPORTED TO BE WELL
FORTIFIED IN THIS ABANDONED TOWN AMD,SO FAR, EFFORTS TO DISLODGE THEM HAVE BEEN
UNSUCCESSFUL,
4. ONLY A FEW LIGHT CONTACTS, WRRE REPGRTED FROM XNER THE PLAIN OF JARS

IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS.

FROM: BARNES, 3D



£CT,
BAN HOURI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 011910 Septe T1

USIS ACS
(PRIOCRITY

( DTD 01 OCTOBER 1971 )
1. LAC GOVERNMENT FORCES WERE REPORTED FRIDAY TO HAVE CLEARED THE ROAD BETWEEN PAKSE
AND PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS. TWO GOVERNMENT COLMNS, ONE MOVING
FROM THE WEST ARD ANOTHER FROM THE EAST, LINKED UP ON ROUTE TWENTY-THREE ABOUT SIX
KILOMETiRS EAST OF PAKSONG THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HELD A FEW KILCMETERS OF THIS ROAD FROM
WELL PREPARED DEFENSIVE POSITICNS FOR ABOUT TWO WEZKS AFTER THE GOVERNMENT TROOFS ENTERED
PAKSONG.
2, TWENTY~EIGHT MORE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED YESTERDAY TC THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN
SARAVANB, NCRTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, BRINGING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PATHET 1.0
RALLIERS SINCE MARCH THIS YEAR TC SEVEN HUNDRED THIRTY, THE MCST RECENT RALLIERS STATED
THAT THEY BELONGED TO THE WNELFTH PATHST LAO BATTALION AS A GEERRILLA UNIT. THEY BROUGHT
ONLY HAND GRENADES WITH THEM, NO OTHER WEAPONS,SAYING, LIKE TWC OTHER GROUPS BEFCRE THEM
THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAD RECENTLY DISARMED THEN,
3. SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTS CONTINUED AROUND MUCNG PHALANE, SOME EIGHT? KILOMETERS EAST
OF SEEANRAKNET IN SOUTH CEN:RAL LACS,
lis IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, LAC GOVERNMENT TROOPS, CLEARING THE AREA IN THE VICINITY OF
THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED POSITION CF MUONG SCUI, NORTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, DISCOVER-

<BED A NORTH VIETNAMESE MUNITICNS CACHE CONTAINING ABOUT HALE A TON OF B-40 ROCKETS.
SEVERAL SHARP CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM YHE PLAIN OF JARS IT SELF, BUT THERE WAS NO
CHABGE IN THE GENERAL SITUATION THERE. FROM: BARMES. (PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE Us1s 021703 0CT'71
Us1s

PRIORITY
{ DTD 02 OCT 71 )

1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LACS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY REMAINED LIGHT WITH NO SIGNIFICANT
ENGAGEMENTS REPCRTED.
2 ,GOVERNMENT FORCES,WHICH FRIDAY CLEARED THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FROM THEIR LAST FORTIFIED
POSITICNS ALONG THE PAKSONG-PAKSE ROAD IN SOUTHERN LAO CONTINUE MOPPINGeUP OPERATIONS
IN THE AREA.
3, AT LEAST TWO SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF SARAVANE,
NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU.,
Ly, SEVERAL LIGHT CLASHES TOOK PLACE ON THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NCRTH CENTRAL LAOS .FOLLOWIN
TWO OF THESE ACTIONS, GOVERNMENT UNITS CAPTURED smmﬁgmx WEAPONS
AMMUNITION,AND ASSORTED MILITARY EQUIPMENT.
5. GOVERNMENT UNITS DEPLOYED SOME THIRTYFIVE KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL

OF LUANG PRABANG REPORTED TWO CONTACTS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE AREA,

FROM: BARNES,



BAN BQUEI SAT VIENTIANE usIs oL1520 CCT'T1

Us1s PASS TO AC'S USAID

» PRICRITY %

{ oro oh cCT 71, )
1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LACS SUNDAY £ND MONDAY REMAINED AT A RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL
2, SEVERAL SCATTERED SKIRMSHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS AMD NEAR NEEX
MOUNG SOUI, NOR.HWEST OF THE PLAIN.
3, IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, A FEW CLASHES TOOK PLAGE, MOSTLY IN THE VICINITY OF EXB
MOUNG XX PHABANE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SARAVANE,
ljo IN SOUTHERN LAOS, LIGHT CONTACTS CONTINUED NEAR ROUTE TWENTY~THREE LINKING.
PAKSE WITH PAKSONG. OOVERNMENT FORCES CLEARED THE LAST SECTION OF THIS RGAD
CLOSE TO PAKSONG, BUT SOME NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS ARE STILL PRESENT IN TH: AREA

AND THE RORD HAS NCT BEEN DECLARED SAFR FOR CIVILIAN TRAFFIC,

FROM: BAANES .

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE WIS 051510 OCT* 1

Enx UsIs PASS TO AC'S USAID.

* PRIORITY #

( DTD 05 OCT 71 )
1. SCATTERED SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES AND OCCASIONAL ARTILLERY EXCHANGES CONTINUED MONDAY AN
TUESDAY INVARIOUS PARTS OF LACS, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN THE OVERALL MILITARY
SITUATION,
2. IN THE SOUTH, GOVEMMENT FORCES ENGAGED IN CLEARING OPERATIONS ALONG THE ROAD BETWEEN
PAKSE ARD PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, REPORTED SPORADIC CONTACTS WITH NORTH NXXETIi=
VIETNAMESE UNITS IN THE AREA,
3. A FEW LIGHT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FARTHER NORTH, NEAR SARAVANE, IN THE VICINITY OF
MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, AND ON THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTE CENTRAL LAOS.
GOVERNMENT TROOPS DEPLOYED ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTH EAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF
LP HAD AT LEAST ONE LIGHT ENGAGEMENT WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE.
Lie IAO GOVERNMENT WARPLANES DESTROYED A COMMUNIST SUPPLY BASE NEAR BAN HOUEL SAI IN
NORTHWESTERN LAGS. THE INFORMATION AS TO THE LOCATION OF SASE WAS GIVEN BY A PATHET
LAO SOLDIER WHO RALLIED TC THE GOVERNMENT SEDE ON OCTOBER FIRST.

FROM: BARNES,

(BX)



BAV HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 061755 OCT'71
UsIS

PRIORITY

( DTD 6 OCTOBER 71 )
1.ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPCRTD
TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF LAOS.
2, THE SHARPEST ENGAGEMENTS TOOK PLACE IN THE SOUTHERN REGION OF LAOS.SOME THIRTY
KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF PAKSE,WHERE A GOVERNMENT UNIT CLASHED THREE TIMES WITHIN
TWENTYFOUR HOURS WITH A MIXED NORTH VIETNAMESE~PATHET XMKELAO FORCES.
3, LIGHT CONTACTS WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENIRAL
LAOS,SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE.
L. LAO GOVERNMENT FCRCES ON THE PLAIN CF JARS REPCRTED SEVERAL SKIRMISHED WITH THE
NOBTH VIETNAMESE.IN ONE m}ggg;&%m ARTILLERY FIR:D ON TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE TANKS
AND TWO TRUCKS MOVING OUT OF KHANG KHAY IN THE NORTHEASTERN PART OF THE PLAIN, IN
ANOTHER ACTION,GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY DESTROYED A NORT VIETNAMESE BUNKER,KILLING OR

WCUNDING MCST OF THE CCMMUNIST SOLDIERS MANNING THE PCSITICN,.

FROM:s BARNES,

(sp)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE BSIS 071905 oOete. T1

SIS AC'S

(PRIORITY)

( DTD OCTOBER 07,1971 O
1. COMMUNIST SOLDIERS TUESDAY AMBUSHED THREB CIVILIANS ON MOTORCYCLES SOWTH OF
SAYABOURY TOWN IN NORTHWESTERN LACS. ONE CIVILIAN WAS KILLED AND ANOTHER WOUNDED
SURVIVORS SAID THE AMBUSH WAS STAGED BY ABOUT TWENTY PATHER LAC TROOPERS.
2. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN OTHER PARTS @F LAOS CONTINUED AT 1OW LEVEL. SEVERAL SKIRMISHES
TOOK PLACE ON THE PLAIN OF #ARS, IN ONE ENGAGEMENT GOVERNMENT TROOPS REPCRTED BEING
SHELLED BY TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE TANKS. THE INCIDENT OCCURRED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PART
OF THE PLAIN, IN THE SAME AREA WHERE THE TWO TANKS HAD BEEN SIGHTED A DAY EARLIER.
3. GOVERNMENT UNITS NORTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS REPORTED TWO CONTACTS WITH THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG SOUI.
L, IN SOUTHERN LACS, AE FEW CLASHES TOCK PLACE NEAR PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU
AND IN THE VICINITY OF THE AGRICULTERAL STATION WEST OF PAKSONG ALONG THE ROAD TO
PAKSE.

FROM: BARNES,

(PH)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIRNE UsIS 0L0918 NOVITL

USIs PLEASE FASS TO AC'S USAID

# PRICRITY
( DTD Q2 NOVEMBEX T1 ).

1. SMALL UNIT SKIRMSISHES AND SPORADIC SHELLINGS CONTINUED TUESDAY AND
WEDNESDAY IN SEVERAL AREAS OF LAGS.

2+ AT LEAST FI'E PATROL-SIZE CLASHES WrRE REPCATED FiiCM AN ARL:x ABCGUT

‘i‘HIRTY-FIVE KILOMETERS NCHTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG.

3. ONLY ONE SMALL UNIT ENCAGEMENT TOCK PLACE CN THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NCRTH
CENTRAL LAOS, WHILE (NE SKIRMISH AND TWO LIGHT SHELLINGS WERE REPORTED FROM
THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SCUTHERN LACS IN THE VICINITY OF PAKSONG.

FRCM: BARNES .

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE us1s 052005 NOV.71

UsSIS
PRIORITY
( DTD 05 NOVEMBER 1971 )

1 THIRTY-NINE MORE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED WEDNESDAY TO THE LAO GOVERNMENT
SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS.

CAPITAIN XHAM PONG
2 THE THIRTY-NINE WERE LED BY THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER,EKRTAREEX WHO WAS
SENT TO THE SOUTH LESS THAN THREE MONTES AGO FROM PATHET LAO EEADQUARTERS AT SAM NEUA
IN NORTHEASTERN LAOS. CAPTAIN KHAMPONG REPCRTED THAT IN SAM NEUA HE SERVED AID-DEw
CAMPX 70 GENERAL SINGAPO,THE DEPARTY COMMANDER OF THE PATHET LAO PORCES,
3.THE RECENT RALLIERS,ONE OF WHOM IS A NURSE,EROUGHT THEIR WEAPONS WITH THEM WHEN THEY
REPORTED TO GOVERNMENT TROOPS AT MUONG WAPI,SOME SIXTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE.
4. THE LATEST VERIFIED NUMBER OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS BEO HAVE RALLIED 70 THE GOVERNMENT
SIDE SINCE LATE MARCH THIS YEAR IN SOUSHERK LAOS ALONE IS NOW EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTYFOIR.
S.THE RALLIERS REPORT EVER INCREASING FRICTIONS BETWEEN NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS AND
PATHET LAO IN THE AREA.ACCORDING TO THE RALLIERS,THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MISTREAT PATHET
140 SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS ALIKE,AND GENERALLY COMFORT THEMSELVES NOT AS ALLIES BUT AS
CONQUERGRS .SEVERAL PATHET LAO UNITS WHICH PREVEOUSLY RALLIED 70 THE GOVERRMENT HAD 70
FIGHT THEIR WAY XNEX OUT FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE ENCIRCLEMENT MANY OF THE RALLIERS
VOLUNTEERED IMMEDIATLY TO FIGHT ON THE GOVERNMENT SIDE AGAINST THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
INVADERS ,RALLIER UNITS FOUGHT IN THE BATTLE TO RECAPTURE PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS
PLATEAU IN MID SEPTENBER,AND OTHERS PROVED MOST USEFUL IN LEADING GOVERNMENT FORCES



~30 NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMS AND MUNITIONS CACHES,

6.,IN THE MEANTIME,MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN LAOS CONTINUED AT A RELATIVELY LOW LEVELS
THOUGH SEVERAL SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REBORTED ON THE
PLAIN OF JABS AND IN THE KEKANXKX NEARBY AREA AROUND MUONG SOUI IN NORTH CENTRAL LACS.
7 FARTHER SOUTH, A GROUP OF VILLAGERS HARVESTING RICE NEAR THE VILLAGE OF BAN NALONG,
HORTHWEST OF BORIKHANE, WAS AMBUSHED BY COMMUNIST SOLDIERS,WHO KILLED ONE CIEILIAN XN
AKD WOUNDED THREE. A GOVERNMENT ESCORT ONIT ENGAGED THE AMBUSHERS,FCRCING THEM 70
WITHDRAW,THE GOVERNMENT UNIT SUFFERED LIGHT CASUALTIES IN THE FIGHT,

8.TWO LIGHT CONTACIS WERE REPORTED NEAR MUONG PHALANE IN SCUTH CENTRAL LACS.

9,IN THE SOUTE A FEW CLASHES OCCUPERED IN THE AREA BETWEEN SARAVANE AND THE NORTHERN
BEXKRXMENT RIM OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,IN ONE ACTION,GOVERNMENT TROOPS SURPRISED TEN
NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS PUSHING A DISABLED SOVIET BUILT TRUCK NEAR THE JUNCTION

OF ROUTES TWENTY THREE,SIXTEEN,ANDTES TWO EUNDRED THIRTY ONE.APTER WOUNDING AT LEAST
LIVE NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS,THE GOVERNMENT UNIT CAPTURED THE TRUCK AND FOUND THAT X
THE VENICLES NEEDED ONLY A BATTERY AND GASOLINE TO BE OPERATIVE.

FROMs BARNES,
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BAN HCUEI SAI VIENRIANE USIS 270858 Nov. 71
USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID,

®* PRICRITY "
( DTD 26 NOV 71 )

1. LAO MILITAIRY AUTHORITIES ANNOUNCED FRIDAY THAT A CAPTAIN OF THE MEDICAL CORPS OF
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY CAME OVER TO SURRENDER TO LAO TROOPS NEAR SENO, IN SOUTH
CENTRAL LACS, ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAS? OF SAVANNAKHET. THE FORTY-ONE YEAR
OLD ARMY DOCTOR NAMED NOUYEN TENH KHAC SAID THAT OVER THE YEARS HE WAS PROGRESSIWELY
BE COMING MORE AND MORE DISENCHANEED WITH THE COMMUNIST REGIME IN NORTH VIETNAM. A
VETERAN OF 25 YEAR SERVICE IN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY, CAPTAIN BHAO'S LAST POST WAS
COMMANDER OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY HOSPITAL IN MUONG PHINE ON THE WESTERN EDGE
OF THE HO CHI MINH TRATL, ABOUT ONE HUNDRED FORTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET.
2, A NOMBER OF SMALL UNIT CONTACTS AKD SPORADIC ARTILLERY AND MORTAR EXCHANGES WERE
REPORTED FRIDAY FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE KINGDOM OF LACS.
3, A FEW PATROL SIZE CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE AREA OF GOVERNMENT SWEEP OPERATIONS SOME
FIFTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF LUANG PRABANG. ONE SHELLING INCIDENT WAS REPORTED IN THE
VICINITY OF XIEN LOM NEAR THE BORDER WITH THAILAND, ABOUT ONE HUNDRED FIFTY KILOMETERS
WEST OF LUANG PRABANG,
li. SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY DUELS CONTINUED ON THE PLAIN OF JARS WITH NO CHANGE IN THE
OVERALL SITUATION.
5. ONLY AFEW SCATTERED LIGHT CONTACTS WERE REPORTED FROM SOUTH CENTRAL LACS.
6, IN THE SOUTH, LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS OPERATION IN AN AREA ABOUT THIRTY-FIVE KILOMETERS



SOUTHEAST OF SARAVANE, REPORTED A FEW CONTACTS WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND CAPTURE,
AFTER A SHARP ENGAGEMENT, OF A NORTH VIETNAMESE BASE CAMP THAT HAS BEEN USED AS A FIELD

HOSPITAL A FEW MEDICAL SUPPLIES NNE WERE FOUND AT THE CAMP, BUT GOVERNMENT TROOPS SEIZED
SEVERAL WEAPONS AND OTHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT.
7. ONE CLASH AND ONE SHELLING INCIDENT OCCURRED ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE VICINITY
OF PAKSONG.
8, FARTHER SOUTH, A GOVERNMENT UNIT AMBUSHED A PATHET LAD PATROL, CAPTURING THREE COM~
MUNIST SOLDIERS.

FROM: BARNES.

()



BAN HCUEI SAI VIGNTIANE USI8 271600 HOV!TL
USIS PASS TO AG'S USAIR

® PRICRITY *

( DD 27 MOV'71 )
1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS FRIDAY CAPTURED AND SECURED THE TOWN OF THATENG AT THE WESTERN
APPROACHES TO THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL, SOME THIRTYFIVE KILOMETERS SOUTH OF SARAVANE, IN
SOUTHERN LAOS.
2. THATERG LIES AT THE CROSS-ROADS OF ROUTE TWENTYTHREE, LEADING FROM SARAVANE TO PAKSONG
ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, AND ROUTE SIXTEEN, SKIRTING THE EASTERN RIM OF THE PLATEAU.
ROUTE SIXTEEN FORMS A PART OF THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL COMPLEX, THATENG WAS OCCUPIED BY
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FOR ALMOST THREE YEARS AND WAR USED BY THEM AS TRANSHIPMENT STATION.
3+ THATENG FELL FRIBAY AS THE RESULT OF A SWIFT THRUST BY LAO TROOPS MOVING SOUTHEAST
EX FENX FROM SARAVANE. EARLIEC IN THE WEEK, LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES HAD OCCUPIED BAN
PHONE, ABOUT TWENTY KNS EAST OF THATENG AFTER SEVERAL SHARP ATTACKS AGAINST THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE IN THE AREA, THE GOVERNMENT UNITS THEN CONTINUED OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS
AIMING AT DISRUPTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOP CONCENTRATIORS, IN mfw:orm
LAO TROOPS MOVED AGAINST THATENG AND, AFTER TWO DAYS OF SHARP FIGHTING, PORCED THE
HORTH VIETNAMESE TO WITHDRAW FROM THE TOWN.
Lo ELSEWHERE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS CLASHED TWICE WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE
FORCES IN THE VICINITY OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. IN ONE ENGAGEMENT, NORTH
OF PAKSONG, QOVERNMENT ARTILLERY SUPPORTKD LAO TROOPS IN THEIR ATTACK ON NORTH VIETNAMESE
UNITS. | (BX)



A
S5e IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOR/FEW MINOR CONTACTS AND SHELLING INCIDENS WERE REPORTED IN

THE VICINITY OF MUONG SOUI, NORTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, THE PLAIN ITSELFWAS RELATIVE-

LY QUIET,, WITE ONLY ONE PATROL CLASH REPORTED.
6o ONE CONTACT, INVOLVING EXCHANGES OF MORTAR FIRE, TOOK PLACE ABOUT FIFTY KMS NORTH

OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP,

FROM3s BARNES.

(BX)
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE U8IS 071920 DEC'TL

Us1s
FRICRITY

(DTD DECEMBER 7, 1971)

USIS USINFO DATED 7 DEC IS REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO3

1.NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS OF AT LEAST A BATTALION STRERGHT EARLY TUESDAY
ATTACKED THE TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS,.

2.THE ATTACK,WHICH STARTED SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT,HAS NOT SUCCEDED IN
PENETRATING LAO GOVERMMENT DEFENSES.ACCORDING TO XAXTESTLATEST REPORTS,THE XBi
ACTION AROUND PAKSONG CONTINUED.,

3 PAKSONG,WHICE HAD PALLEN TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IN MID-MAY THIS YEAR, WAS
RECAPTURED AFTER HEAVY FIGHTING BY LAO GOVERNMENT TROOP IN MID-SEPTEMBER.

THE TOWN WAS FOUND TO BE AIMOST UNDAMAGED AND AT FIRST MANY CIVILIANS
RETURNED TO THE WEST, WAS NEVER PULLY SECURE WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE

OFTEN AMBUSHING AND SHELLING BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIANS TRAFFIC.IN THE LOST
COUPLE OF MORTHS MANY CIVILIANS LEFT PAKSONG, MOVING TO THE PAKSE AREA.THERE X
ARE FEW CIVILIANS LEFT IN TOWN,

1 MONDAY,LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS EVACUATED THE TOWN OF SARAVANE NORTH OF

THE BOLOVENS PLATEAUAXTER AFTER REPULSING EARLIER IN THE DAY SEVERAL STRONG
ATTACKS BY AT LEAST TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE BATTALIONS ,THERE ARE NO CIVILIANS

IN SARAVANE AND THE LAC MILITARY COMMAND ARDERED THE TACTICAL WITHDRAWAL

AS THE TOWN IS CONSIDERED OF NO MILITARY VALUE,.THE WITHDRAWAL WAS COVERED

BY AIR STRIKES,
S,THERE WAS LITTLE MILITARY ACTIVITY REPCRTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIsS 09;100‘DEG'71

USIS PASS TO AC'S U%Am
"PRIORITY® 1
( DTD 08 DEC 71 )

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS WEDNESDAY REMAINS BASICALLY UNCHANGED.

2. NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS LAUNCHED TUES AGAINST PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATAU
IN SOUTHERN LAOS SDBSIDE BY THE EVENING OF THE SAME DAY AND ONLY SPORADIC CONTACTS
WERE REPORTED FROM THIS AREA. ALL GOVEANMENI POSITIONS ARBUND PAKSONG HEID.

3, SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE VICINITY OF THATENG NORTH OF THE
BOLOVENS - PLATEAU, WHERE GOVEANMENT FORCES ARE COMDUCTING A SPOILING OPERATION.

Lo FARTHER NORTH, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE IN POSSESSION OF THE AUANDGHED TOWN

OF SARAVANE, EVACUATED BOY GOVIRNMENT UNITS MONDAY. NCREE VIETNAMGSE TROGPS,
APPARENTLY UNAWARE THAT LAO UNITS PULLED OUT CF SARAVANE EARLIER, STORMED THE
EMPTY POSITIONS LATE MONDAY AND SUFFERED SEVERE CASUALTIES WHEN TH:Y WERE CAUGHT
IN THE OPEN BY LAC WARPLANES.

5, THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS REMAINED RELATIVELY CAIM WITH ONLY A FEW SHELLING
INCIDENTS REPCRTED.

6. SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CONTAGIS TOCK PLACE SCME LS KILOMETERS NORTH OF LP AND IN
THE VICINITY OF XIENG LOM, DUE EAST OF LP, NEAR [HZ THAI BORDER.

FROM: BANNES
(HX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 091800 DEC'71
sIs

PRIBRITY

(DTD DEC 9, 1971) . ;
1,THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE AS OF THURSDAY IN THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATIONIR/LAOS.
2,SPORADIC SHELLING AND GROUND CONTACTS CONTINUE AROUND PAKSONG,MOSTLY NORTH AND
NORTHEAST OF THIS BOLOVENS PLATEAU TOWN IN SOUTHERN LACS.
3.A FEW SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTS WERE REPORTED FROM THE AREA OF THATENG,NORTH OF THE
BOLOVENS PLATEAU,
L.A GOVERNMENT UNIT OPERATING SOME FIFTEEN KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF SARAVANE CLASHED
WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE AREA,KILLING TEN NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS AND
DESTROYING TWO OF THEIR HEAVY TRUCKS.GOVERNMENT CASUALTIES WERE VERY LIGHT WITH NO
FACILITIES,
S.THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS WAS RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ONLY ONE PATROL
CLASH REPORTED.
§.A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL AREA OF XIENG LOM ARD HONG SA
IN NORTHWESTERN LACS NEAR THE THAI BORDER AND ABOUT FORTY-FIVE KILOMETERS NORTHEAST
OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG,

FROM: BARNES, SD
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 212103 DEC'TL

USIS
PRICRITY
(1)
( DTD DECEMBER 21, 1971 )
1.LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES,AFTER BEING PUSHED OFF THE PLAIN OF JARS AT THE END OF A HEAVY
THREE-DAY BATTLE,ARE REPORTED T0 BE REGROUPINGK TO FORM NEW DEFENSE POSITIONS SOUTHWEST
OF THE PLAIN,
2,THE NORTH VIETNAMESE EARLY SATURDAY ATTACKED LAC GOVERNMENT POSITICNS ON HE PLAIN OF
JARS WITH A THREE-PRONGED DRIVE SUPPCRTED BY TANKS AND VERY HEAYY ARTILLERY AND MORTAR
BARRAGES .LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIES DESCRIBED THE INTENSITY OF NORTH VIETNAMESE FIRE AS THE
"HEAVIEST EVER ENCOUNTERED IKLIN LACS,." AT THE SAME TIME,THE ATTACKING NORTH VIETNAMESE
WERE EERERTEN PROTECTED BY EQUALLY INTENSE ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE WHICH,TOGETHER WITH
UNSEASONALLY INCLEMENT WEATHER,HAMPERED AIR OPERATICNS OF THE GOVERNMENT SIDE,
3,THE LOSSES ON BOTH SIDES ARE SAID TC BE HEAVY,BUT NOFIGURES ARE AVAILABLE.LAC TROCPS,
BEFCRE BEING FCRCES OUT FROM THEIR POSITIONS ON THE PLAIN OF JARS,INFLICTED SERIOUS
CASUALTIES ON THE ATTACKERS (AT SE?ERAL DEFENSE POSITIONS LITERALLY HUNDREBS OF NORTH
VIETNAMESE BODIES WERE SEEN IN THE BARBED WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS,.
liBY MONDAY NIGHT ALL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ON THE PLAIN WERE LOST,INCLUDING ALL ARTILLERY
BASES.
S.IN THEIR OFFENSIVE,THE NORTH VIETNAMESE USED NOT ONLY HIGHLY INTENSE FIRE,BUT ALSO LARGE

NUMBER OF GROUP TROOPS ASSAULTING LAC POSITIONS IN WAVE AFTER WAVE.
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