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BAN HOUKI SAI VIENTIANE usIs/vTE 151555 MARCH! 71 | 

XEXEE USIS/NEK LP WOW, AC /BHS , AC/SBY. 

» PRIORITY * | 

e _... USIS. VIEWTIEN USINFO DTD 13 MARCH. IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION... 
is 

| &. THERE/ NO BASIC CHANGE IN THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION IN Lacs 43 | 

a QXOF SATURDAY AFTERNOON. moos Se 

| 2, ANUMBER OF SHARP SMALL UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY ~ 

OF LONG TINNG AND SAM THONG SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. NORTH VERTNAMESE 

ios g _ GUNNERS FIRED TWO MORE 222 MILIMETR ROCKETS INTO THE GOVERNMENT BASE OF © 

ids LOWE TIENG, BUT CAUSED NO DAM GND NO CASUALTIES. 

: 3. GOVERNMENT FORCES, REGROUPING AFTER THE LOSS RARLIER IN THE WEEK OF SEVERAL 

: DEFEN SE POSITIONS ON THE EASTERN BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS, 

| REPORT ONLY SPORADICAMEXEX AND LIGHT CONTACTS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE . 

4 ‘TROWSS IN THE REA. 2. ei 

: FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS/VTE 151605 MARCH'71 

usis/tzaf AC/BHS, AG/SBY 

| 
PRICRITY 

= 3 ‘USIS VIE USINFO DTD 14 MARCH. IS REPESEED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

1, NO SIGNIFICENT MILIBARY ACTIONS WERE REPORTED ANB WHENE IN THE KENGDOM OF LAGS | 

AS OF SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

2» SEVERAL PATROL CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL AREA OF LONGG TIENG 

SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. IN THE SOUTH, A SMALL UNIT CLASH WAS REPORTED 

IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THEE HRLOW PLATEAU. ‘s 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAZ VIENTIENE USIS/VTE 15 1535MARCHY7L 

: USIS/LP AC/BHS, AC/SBY. : 

Pe ad i 

, ® PRIORITY" | 
| = = USIS-VTM_USINBO DID 12 MARCH IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION, = 0. 

3 1, MELITARY ACTIVITY IN LAGS REMAINS AT A RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL, = on i 
2 SPORADIC CLASHES WERE RE@ORTED THURSDAY NIGHT BRTWEKN GOVERNMENT UNS AND NORTH 

: VIRTWAMESE TROOPS NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP. GOVERNMENT 

bse FORCES REPORTED KILLING AT LEAST SIX COMMUNIST SDIMIKKAND TAKING OME FRISONER. Ny 
Be NORTH VIEWHKOGSE GUNNGRS XEMBNX FRIDAY FERED TWO ROCKETS INTO LONG TIENG, THE | 

: GOVERNMENT DEFENSE BASE SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, BUT CAUWED NO DAMAGE OR 

| CASUALTIES, “i 

, ke THE VILLAGE OF DONG HENE, SOME FORTY- FIVE KILLOMETERS EAST OF SAVANHAKHET = 

i ASONG ROUTE NINH, WAS FOR THE SECOND DAY BOMBARDED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE ROCKETS. | 
‘i SIX ROCKETS IMPACTEDE IN THE VILLAGE, WOUNDING ONE CIVILIAN AND DESTROYING A 

no | 
5 BoFURTHER SOUTH, GOVERNMENT DEFENSE POSITIONS AT BAN HOU saz THE GENTRAL PART 
i OF THE XSODQMGUSPIATEAU RECKIVED A NUMBER OF ROUNDS OF NORTH VIETNAMBSE ARTILLERY 
7 BOLOVENS 
_ FIRE. 

| 

|



a HOUEI SAI VIENT INE ESIS/VTE 161120 MARCH71 

USIS/VTE AC/BHS, AC/SBY. 

PRICRITY 

USES VEE USINFO DID 15 MARCH. IS REPRATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 
je i 

_.. 1, SCATTERED SMALL.UNIT. CLASHED AND SHELLINGS OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS.. 
BY NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES CONTINUE THROUGHOUT LAGS AS OF MONDAY AFTERNOON. 

2, IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, NORTH VIENTNQMESK TROOPS ATTACKED AND OCCUPIED 
A GOVERNMENT POSITION NEAR THE VILLAGE OFMOUNG PHUN, ABOUT FIFTEEN KILOMETERS 
NORTH OF THE LARGE REFUGEE CENTER OP BAN-SONe THE POSITION WAS DEFENDED BY 
A SMALL SELF-DEFENSE. 

3. SEVERAL CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL VICINITOR OF THE GOVERNMENT 
BASE OF LONG TIENG, AND NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED FOUR 122MILIMETTERS 
ROCKETS INTO THE AREA OF SAM THONG. 

he IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, COMMUNIST TROOPS RAIDED THE VILLAGE OF BAN NAN OKHIENG . 
SOME FORTY-FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET. THECOMMUNISTS LOOTED THE 
VILLAGE AND SET TWENTY HOUSES ON FIRE. 

5. SMALL UNIT CLASHES OCCURRE ALSO NORTH AND NORTHEST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL 
OF LUANG PRABANG. 

6 IN THE SOUTH, NORTH VIBTNAMESE TROOPS FIRED SKVERAL MORTAR SHELLS INTO THE 
AREA OF THEGOVERNMENT DEFENSE CAMP OF BAN HOUEI SAI, IN THE CENTRAL REGION 

OF THE BOLOUENS PLATEAU. NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS OCCUPIED TWO MORE POSITIONS 
IN THE KASTERN AND SOUTHERN PART OF THE PLATEAU. 

FROM: BARNES,
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTINE USIS/VIE 171133 MARCH'71 

USIS/LP AC/BHS, AC/SBY. 

PRICRITY 
MSIS VTE USINFO DTD 16 MABH. IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOU INFORMATING. 

1. THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE OVER ALL MILITARY SITUATION ~ 
IW LAOS TODAY (TUESDAY) SCATTERED CRASHES AND SPORADIC SHELLINGS 
@F GOVERNMENT POSITIONS CONTINUE IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE KINGDOM, 

2. ACCORBING TO REPORTS RESCHING VIENTIANE A COMPANY OF MIXED PATHET LAO 
AND NORTH VIENTNAMESE TROOPS INFILTRATED A SMALL VILLAGE SOME FORTY 
KILOMETERS NORTH NORTHEAST OF THECAPITAL, CONFISCATED ONE HUNDRED KILGRAMS 
OF RICE, BURNED TW@ TRUCKS AND ABDUCTED TEN MEN. 

3. IN THE NORTH, NEAR THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG, COMMUNIST TREOPS 
AMBUSHED A CIVILIAN BOAT ON THE MEKUNG, KILLING TWO CREWMEN. ROYAL LAO 
AIR FORCE PLANZS SEARCHED OUT THEAMBUSHING FORCE ANB REPCRTEDLY KILIED 
FIFTEEN COMMUNIST SOLDIERS. 

ho NORTH VIENTNAMSES GUNNERS CONTINUE SPORADIC SHELLING OF GOVERNMENT 
POSITIONS AT BAN NA, LUST WEST @FHE PLAIN OF JARS. THEY ALSO FIRED 
TWO ROCKETS INTO THE LAO ARMY BASE OF LONG TIENG CAUSING LIGHT CASULLTIES 
AND NO DAMAGE. SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE . 
GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN. 

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENT LANE USIS/VEE 181150 MARCH'71 

Ae 
USIS/LP (808 AC/SBY . 

ms 

( i o oS ~~ 

" PRIORITY * hoe SR 
oe of, ~N 

USIS VIENTIANE USINFODTD 17 MARCH IS care BELOW FOR YOUR INNORMATIONs 

1 AS OF WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, THERE WAS NO SI(NEPICANT CHANGE IN THN OVERALL 
MILIRARY SSTUKTXKIMXIAOSY SITUATION Laos: / ora’ 

2. SEVERAL SMALL UNIT ACTIONS WERE REPORTED IN BOTH NORTH AND NORTE, Sy 
CENTRAL LAOS, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OK JARs |S ‘ 
NORTH VIBTAMEN GUNNERS CONTINUE SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS IN THE! ARn 4s 
3 THERE ARE REPORTS OF COMMUNIST TROOPS MOVEN IN THE VECENITY OF THE XX 
LARGE REFUGEE CENTER OF BAN SON, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF VTE. 
A LAO GOVERNMENT PATROL WAS AMBUSHED TWICE IN THE AREA ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS © 

SOUTH OF BAN SON. THE GOVERNMENT UNIT SUFFERED SEVERAL CASUALTIES 

FROM: BARNES.
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BAY HOUEI SAL VIENTLAI E USIS 22105), MARCH 71. i 

y y 

i 4 | 

USIS PASS TO USAID sors \ | 

\ 

* PRIORITY * { 

EGIS VIE USINFO DARED 19 MARCH IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATIONS 

1 LAM GOVERNMENT TROOPS HAVE BEATEN OFF A NOTH FM NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACK WEST 

OF THE PLAIN OF JARS WRTH APPARENTLY SERIOUS LOSSES TO THE ATTACKERS, 

2. NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS OPENED THEIR ATTACK THURSDAY WITH HEAVY BOMBARDMENT 

OF JARS, FIRING ABOUT A HUNDRED ROUNDS OF MORTARS, ROCKETS, AND RECOLLESS RIFLE | 

PROJECT ILES, AT NIGHT, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FOLLOWED WITH A GROUND ABTACK, 

BUT WELL DUG'IN GOVERNMENT FORCES REPULSED THE ATTACKERS. REPORTS INDICATE THAT 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SUFFERED SERIOUS LOSSES IN THE UNSUCCESSFUL ASSAULT. oe 

LATER, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS RESUMED SHELLING OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS. 

3« FURTHER SOUTH THE LAO MILITARY BASE OF LONG TIENG WAS AGAIN SHELLED BY NORTH 

VIETNAMESE ROCKETS, MMM WHICH CAUSED LIGHT DAMAGE AND KILLED ONE CIVILIAN. | 

ls ONLY SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS. OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES.



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENT LA E USIS 221106 MARCH'71 | 

| 
USIS PASS TO USAID AC'S 

® PRIORITY * 

USIS VTE USINFO DATED 20 MARCH IS RER@RTED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMAT@NG | 

1eONLY SCATTERED PATROL CLASHES WERE REPORTED THROUGHOUT RLG-GONTROLLED 
AOS FOR THE PAST TWENTY FOUR HOURS, ENDING SATURDAY AT NOONS. 

Ze NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE SPORADIC SHELLIWG OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS 
AT BAN NA, JUST WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, BUT NOFURTHER NORTH VIETNAMESE | 

GROUND ATTACKS WERE REPORTED AFTER EARLY FRIDAY, WHEN A COMMUNIST PROBE WAS BROKEN 
BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS AND LAO AIR FORCE PLANES. | 

FROM: BARNES | 
| 

| 

| 
|
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENT LAN E USIS 1125 

uUsIS PASS TO USAID ACtS. 

" PRIORITY * 

USIS VIE USINFO DATED 2) MARCH IS REP@RTED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

le nx oe VIENTMESE GUNNERS ATTACKED WITH ROCKETS THE AIRPORT OF THE ROYAL 

C APITAL OF LUANG PRABANG EARLY SUT DAY CAUSING LIGHT DAMAGE AND CASUALTIES. | 

2> AT LEAST THIRTY 122 MILIMETERS ROCKETS HIT THE AIRPORT SHORTLY ABTER MIDNIGHT, 

SLIGHTLY DAMAGING FIVE AIRCRAFT AND CAUSING LIGHT CASUALTIES AMONG THE LAO 

PERSONNEL EIGHT MORE ROBKETS IMPACTED IN THE SAME AREAASHORTLY AFTER SEVEN 

IN THE MORNING, THE CITY OF LUANG PRABANE WAS NOT SHELLED. 

3. AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS HEAVILY SHELLED LAO BOVERNMENT 

POSITIONS SOME TWENTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF LUANG PRABANG. OTHER GOVERNMENT DEFENSIVE 

POSITIONS NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE CAPITALALSO REPORTED EONTACTS WITH COMMUNIST 

TROOPSE. 

he THIS IS THE FIRST COMMUNIST ATTACK AGAINST THE AIRPORT OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL 

5. OME sourrermn PATROL CLASHES AND SPORADIC SHESLINGS OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS 
WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES 
|



nS ‘ 

on a 
a — ee ~~ “ 

3 == a ; 
= i 

; en 
. 

BAN -HOUEI-SAI VIENTIANE USIS 251510maRcH Ig, | 

USI& AC/SBH, AC/BHS. ee 
\ 

Ee 5 = 

PRIORITY " 

USIS VIE USINFO DID 2) MARCH. IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFOMATION: \ 
1. THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL LAOTIEN CAPTITAL OF LP IS GRADUALLY ) 
STABILIZENG.» 
2 GOVERNMENT FORCES, AFTER BEING REINFORCED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS, ARE 
CONTINUING THEIR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THEIR POSITIONS NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF 
THE CITY. NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS ARE STILL IN THE AREA AND NIGHT CLASHES AND 
SPORADIC SHELLINGS OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ARE REPORTED. 
3. IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, NORTH 
VIENAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS, ONE OUTPOST, ABOUT 
SEVEN KILOMETERS EAST OF SAM THONG, RECEIVED MORE THAN oO ROUNDS OF 120 MILIMETERS 
HORTAR FIRE. GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BAN NA, BUST WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, 
WERE ALSO SHELLED BY MORTARS AND RECOILESS REFLES SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES 
WERE REPORTED THROUGHOUT THE AREA. 
lo ACCORDING TA REPORTS REACHING VTE, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE CONCENTRATING 
NEAR DONG HENE ALONG ROUTE NING SOME FIFTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET. 
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BAN HOUEL Sal | 
SEH VIENTIANE USIS 261052 MARCH'71 | 

1 

uUSIS PaSS TO aC'S USAID. | 

" PRIORITY * 
USIS VIE USINFO DTD 2% MARCH. IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFOMATION: | 
1, ZHE LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS THURSDAY ENTERED THE TOWN OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH 

CENTRAL LAOS, SOME NINETY KILOMERERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE 
2» ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE GOVERNMENT TROOPS ENCOUNTERED ONLY TOKEN 
OPPOSITION FROM THE NORTH VIEBWAMESE. THERE ARE REPORTS OF SUBSTANTIAL NORTH VIBWNAMESE 
FORCES A LOCATED WEST OF MUONG PHALANE, CLOSER TO THE GOVERNMENT HELD TOWN OF DONG HENE. 
MUONG PHALANE WAS CAPTURED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO. 
3 IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS CLEARED A 
MOUNTAIN RIDGE ABOUT SIX KILOMETERS NORTH OF LONG TIENG, LILLING IN THIS ACTION aT 
LEAST TWENTY-FOUR NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS, WHILE SUPFERING ONLY VERY LIGHT CASUALTIES. 
he IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE SAME MENERAL AREA, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED NINE 

ROCKETS INTO THE VALLAGE OF LONG TIENG WEDNESDAY, KILLING SWKX ONE CIVILIAN NO OTHER 
DAMAGE WAS BONE FOUR OF THE ROCKETS DID NOT EXPLODE. 
5. FARTHER NORTH, JUST WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, GOVERNMENT POSITIONS NEAR BAN NA WERE 
SHELLED BY MORTARS MND ROCKETS. ROYAL LAO ARTILLERY AT BAN NA RESPONDED, FIRING Xp 
INTO SUSPECTED NORTH VIEWNA{ESE POSITIONS. 
6~ THE MILITARYT# SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG IS LESS TENSE THAN 
UESTERDAY, WITH GOVERNMENT TROOPS MOVING OUTWARD FROM THE CITY AT AND RETAKING POSITIONS 
ABANDONED LAST SUNDAY AND MONDAY. ONE SKIRMISH WAS REPORTED WEDNESDAY EVENING ABOUT FOUR KI 
KILOMETERS FROM LUAN@ PRABANG AIRPORT IT LASTED FOR SEVERAL HOURS, WITH THE NORTH VIEWNAMESE 
RETREATING BEFORE DAWN. de 
Te IN VIENTIANE, THE ROYAL LA GR@MERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT, FOLLOWING NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS 
ON THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PROBANG, PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA SENT A PROTEST 10 THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION AND GREAT BRITAIN, AS CO-CHAIRMEN OF 1962 GENAVA CONFERENCE 
ON THE NEUTRALITY OF LAGS. THE MESSAGES, THE EXACT CONTENTS OF WHICH WERE NOT DISCLOSED, 
WERE HANDED THURSDAY TO THE AMBASSADORS OF THE TWO COUNTRXES IN VIENTIANE. THE GOVERNMENT 
COMMUNIQUESTATED ONLY THAT THE PRIME MINISTER REQUESTED THE CO@CHAIRMEN TO TAKE APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS. 

FROM: BARNNe



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 291432 MARCH'71 | 

USIS PaSS TO AC*S USAID. 

" PRIORITY * 

USIS VIE USINFO DIB 27 MARCH. IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFRMATION: 

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL LAO CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABABIG 
REMAINS SERIOUS, WITH STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSURE CLOSE TO THE CITY'S AIRPORT. 
2, ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE AT LEAST TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE BATTALIONS 
ATTACKED EARLY SATURD&Y GOVERNMENT POSITIONS LOCATED THREE TO FIVE KILOMETERS 
FROM THE AIRPORT. GOVERNMENT TROOPS, ASSISTED BY THE ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE PLANES 
STOPPED THE ATTACKERS AND LATER IN THE M@RXNX MORNING RE-OCCUPIED SOMES HIGH | 
POSITIONS ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS FARTHER EAST. A NORTH VIETNMESE SAPPER ATTACK 
WAS FOILED BY GOVERNMENT PATROLS SOUTH OF THE AIRPORT. 
3 IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LASS NORTH VI:TNAMESE 
GUNNERS CONTINUED SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS IMMEDIATELY WEST OF THE PLAIN: 
THE LILLTOP POSITIONS AT BAN NA WERE SHELLED BY ROCKETS, MORTARS AND ARTILLERY 
FOR SIXTH CONSECUREVE DAY. GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY IN THE AREA FIRED BACK AT SUSPECTED 
NORTH VIETNAMESE GUN LOCATIONS. : 
4. FURTHER SOUTH, IN THE SAME SECTOR, A GOVERNMENT PATROL FOUND A NORTH VIETNAMESE 
SOLDIER HIDING IN A CAVE. HE WAS WOUNDED ABOUT A MONTH AGO IN A LAO AIR FORCE AIR 
STRIKE AND ABANDONED BY HIS COMRADES. 
Se ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER PARTS OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNS 
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BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE USIS 291511 MARCH'71 | 

usis PASS TO AC'S USAID. 5 

" PRIORITY * 

1. THE MILITARY. SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL LAOTIEN CAPITAL AS SOME WHAT IMPROVED. 
THE NIGHT FROM SATURDAY TO SUNDAY WAS DESCRIBED AS RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ONLY 
OCCASIONAL EXOHANGES OF FIRE. DURING THE DAY SATURDAY GOVERNMENT FORCES ADVAN CED 
OUTWARD FROM THEIR PEROMETER AROUND THE AIRPORT, SECURING SEVERAL HIGH GROUND 
POSITIONS, AS WELL AS A HIGHWAY BRIDGE IN SEVERAL SHARP CLASHES DURING THESE 
OPERATIONS GOVERNMENT UNITS KILLED OVER ONE HUNDRED M@RH NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS 
AND CAPTURED A NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL AND CREW-SERVED WEAPONS, WHILE SUFFERING ONLY 
LIGHT CASUALTIES. 
25 ELSEWHERE IN LAOS, SOVERNMENT POSITIONS NEAR BAN NA, JUST WERT OF THE PLAIN 3B 
OF JARB, ARE STILL UNDER HEAVY ROCKET, MORTARS AND ARTILLERY FIRE. GOVERNMENT 
ARTILLERY RETURNS THE FIRE, SHELLING SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNMMESE GUN EMPLACEMENTS. 
FARTHER SOUTH, THE GOVERNMENT BASE AT LONG TIENG WAS SHELLED SATURDAY BY ROCKETS WHICH 
CAUSED LIGHT DAMAGE AND CASUALTIES, 
3e IN SLUTH CENTRAL LAGS GOVERNMENT TROOPS CLASHED SEMERAL TIMES SATURDAY WITH 
NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS NEAR THE TOWN OF MOUNG PHALANE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST _ 
OF SAVANNAKHET. LAO AIR FORCE PLANES SUPPORTED THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS AND THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE. WITHDREW AFTER SUFFERING AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED KILLED. GOVERNMENT 
LOSSES WERE TERMED AS LIGHT. / 

FROM: BARNES, 

| 
|
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Ld. : sia | BAN SAI VIENTIANE UIS | OLUSKO MAREX'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

“ PRIORITY " 

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 31 MARCH IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

1. LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIESREPORT INCREASED NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSURE ON GOVERNMENT 

FORCES IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. | 

2 THE GOVERNMENT BASE CAMP AT BAN NA, JUST WEST OF THE PLAIN, HASBEEN UNDER 

HEAVY SHELLING THY ARTILLERY ROCKETS AND MORTARS FOR NEARLY TWO WEEKS. ACCORDING 

TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE WEDNESDAY, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE NOW CLOSE 

ENOUGH TO BAN NA TO ENGAGE THE DEFENDERS WITH SMALL ARMS FIRE. 

3» THE MAIN GOVERNMENT BASE IN THE AREA, LONG TIZNG, WAS ROCKETED AGAIN WEDNESDAY 

FOUR ROCKETS IMPACTED NEAR THE AIRSHIP, BUT CAUSED NO DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTIES. 

ROCKETSNG OF LONG TIENG HAS BECOME AN ALMOST DAILY OCCURENCE FOR THE PAST WEEK 

OR SO. AREA | 

ll. THE/ MEEXAROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG IS REPORTED RELATIVELY CALM 

AND THE SITUATION THERE MAY BE STABILIZENG. | 

§. ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER PARTS OF LAOS. | 

{ FROM: BANN 

| 
| 

|



BAN HOUEI SalI VIENTIANE USES /VTE 021115 APRIL'71 

j 

AC'S ALLE FIELD STATION 

| 

® PRIORITY " | 

DURING WEEKEND AND EARLY NEXT WEEK YOU WILL RECEIVE TWO LARGE 

BATCHES LAO PHOTO SHEETS COVERING STORY OF MR~IV PL RALLIERS. 
ONE SIDE ONLY 

BA FIRST BARK BATCH WILL BE PRINTED / FOR WALL POSTING, SECOND 

BATGH BOTH SIDES. PLEASE EXPEDISE XHA% DISTRIBUTION YOUR AREA 

THROUGH LIS, FAR,AND ANY OTHER CHENNELS YOU MAY HAVE. 

| 
FROM: NAUGHTON. | 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE ugIS 021140 four 

. USIS PASS TO AC' SSA/D - 

® PRIORITY * j He 
ti ‘ 

- USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 0] APRIL IS REPEATER BELOW FOR YCUR I. FORMATIONS 

1. THER WAS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUS AION IN LAOS | 
FOR THE PAST TWENTY FOUR HOURS. ENDING THERSDAY AFTERNOON. <| 

2. LAO GOVERNEMENT POSITIONS IN THE PROXIMITY OF THE PLAIN OF! BJARS ARE REPORTED = 
TO BE STILL UNDER IN@TERMITTENT NORTH VIETNAMESE ARTILLERY, R(JCKET AND MORTAR Se 
FIRED. SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE ALSO REPORTED IN THE S GENERALAREA “ 
3 GOVERNMENT GROUP IN THE VICINITY OF THE ROMAL CAPITAL OF MOVED THEIR 
POSITIONS FORWARD TOWARD THE NORTH AND NORTHEAST AGAINTS SPORADIC NORHH VIENTNAMESE 
RESISTANCE. 
Se ACCORDING TO B A DELAYED REPORT, NOR@H VIESNAMESE UNITS SIPFFERED EARLIXSEROUS 
SERIOUS LOSSES LAST MONDAY AND TUESDAY IN CBASHES WITH GOVE,\NMENT AXREGRX FORCES 

NEAR MOUNG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS. SOME 50 NORTH VIS(BNMMSES TROOPS WERE 
REPORTED KILLED IN THE CLASHES. ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED 
FROM OTHER AREA OF LAOS. "] 

if 
i 

FROM: BARNES i 
i 
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BAY HOUEI SAIE VIENTIANE 
USIS 051620 APRIL'71 

usis PASS TO AC'S USAID 

: ® PRIORITY * 

USIS VIENTIANE 
USINFO DTD 0 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

1. FIVE MORE PATHET LAOS SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT 
SIDE IN SOUTH _— 

LAOS THIS WEEKEND, BRINGING TO AT LEAST 112 THE TOTAL NUMBER OF COMMUNIST 
DOLDIER 

WHO RECENTLY RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT. 2 LA MILITARY HEADQUARTERS 
IN PAKSE SAID TODAY THAT THE LATEST ARRIVALS BROUGHT 

THEIR FAMILIES WITH THEM, AS WELL AS THEIR WEAPONS AND OTHER. MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 3 IN THE MEANTIME, 
THE SITUATION 

NEAR THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS 
REMAINS SERIOUS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE 

GUNNERS KEEPING. UP HEAVY SHELLING OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS 
NEAR BAN NA .A GOVERNMENT 

OUTPOST SOME FOUR KILOMETERS 
WEST OF BAN NA 

WAS ATTACKED FRIDAY NEGHT BY NORTH VIETNAMESE 
GROUND UNITS BUT THE DEFENDERS 

STOOD 
THEIR GROUND. ALSO ON FRIDAY, ANOTHER GOVERNMENT 

OUTPOST EAST SOUTHEAST 
OF THE 

PLAIN OF JARS WAS LOST FOLLOWING 
A DETERMINED 

NORTH VIETNMMESE 
ATTACK. BARXTXIX 

4 SEVERAL NEW CLASHES WERE REPORTED SATURDAY AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG 
PRABANG,. GOVERNMENT 

UNITS TRYING TO MOVE® OUTWARD AND OCCUPY NEW POSITIONS, ENCOUNTERED 
HEAVY NORTH VIETNAMESE 

RESESTANCE 
AND WERE FORCED TO RETURN TO THEIR 

INITIAL DEFENSE PERIMETER. 
Se ONLY SCATTERED 

SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES 
WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS. 

FROME BARNES,



BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE uSIS 051720 APRIL'71 

uSIS PASS TO ACS \USAID 

© PRIORITY * 

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DTD 02 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: x 
1,LAO GOVERNEMT TROOPS WERE REPORTED FRIDAY TO HAVE INPROVED THEIR POSITIONS AROUND 
THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF ER LP GOVERNMENT ROOPS FANNENOUT TWWARD HORI 
NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE CITY, ACCUPYING SEVERAL HIGH GROUND POSITICNS AGAINST 
ONLY LIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION. 
2, IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, GOVEXNMENT POSITIONS NEAR BAN AN, JUST WEST OF THE PLAIN 
OF JARS, ARE STILL UNDER INTERMITTENT, BUT HEAVY, NORTH VIEWNAMESE GUN AND ROCKET 
FIRE. ROYAL LAO ARTILLERY RESPONDED, FIRING BACK AT SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNAMESE GUN 
SITES. GOVERNMENT UNITS, OPERATING JUST WEST OF BAN NA, ENGAGED NORTH VIETNAMESE 
FORCES IN A GROUND ACTION, KILLENG AT LEAST ELEVEN COMMUNIST SOLDIERS SWEEP OF 
THE BATTLE GROUND DISCLOSED ANOTHER TWEENTY-ONE NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS KILLED BY LAO 
AIRPLANES SUPPORTING GOVERNMENT TROOPS. A QUARTITY OF WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION WAS 
ALSO SEIZED BY THE GOVERNMENT UNIT. 

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUKI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 061050 APRIL'71 

uSIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

"PRIORITY" 

USIS VTE USINFO DTD 05 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
VIETNAMESE 

1. ORTH/TXESK PRESSURE AGAINST LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS WAS REPORTED TO BE ON 
THE INCREASE TO DAY IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS . 
2~ GOVERNMENT DEFENSE POSITIONS NEAR BAN NA SEEM TO BE THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE 
OF NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS. BAN NA HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO HEAVY BOMBARDMENT BY 
ROCKETS MORTARS AND ARTILLERY FOR OVER TwO WEEK&. EARLY SUNDAY MORNING GOVERNMENT 
*TROOPS WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW FROM TWO OUTPOSTS IN THE OUTER DEFENSE PERIMETER 
OF BAN NA IN THE FACE OF STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE MORTAR AND GROUND ASSAULTS 
3¢ FURTHER SOUTH GOVERNMENT TROOPS SUFFERED MODERATE TO HEAVY CASUALTIES IN AN 
UNSUCCESSBUL ATTACK ON NORTH VEETNAMESEHILLTOP POSITIONS SOME FOUR KILOMETERS 
EAST OF SAM THONG. THES Ha@m@fl HIGH GROUND IS USED BY THE NORTH MXETEMA VIETNAMESE 
AS ASITE FOR LAUNCHING ROCKETS AT SAM THONG AND LONG TIENG. 
ke THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP REMAINS STATIONARY WITH 
NO SIGNIFICANT CLASHES REPORTED. 
Se ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES
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BAN HOWED) SAT VIENTIANE USIS 07100 APRIL?FY1 

USIS PaSS TO AC*S USAID. 

# PRIORITY" 

USIS VIE USINFO DTD 06 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

2. RENEWED FIGHTING WAS REPORTED MONDAY AROUND THE ROYAL LAO CAPITAL OF LUANG 

PRABANG. 

2. NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ATTABKED GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE MEKONG 

ABOUT FIFTEEN KILOMETERS NORTH AND NORTH EAST OF LUANG PRABANG RESPECTIVELY. AS A 
RESULT OF ONE ATTACK GOVERNMENT FORCES WITHDREW A SHORT DISTANCE FROM THEIR POSITION, 

BUT RECAPTURED THE SITE TWO HOURS LATER. AT LEAST SEVEN NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS 

WERE KILLED IN THIS ACTION AND GOVERNMENT TROOPS CAPTURED A NUMBER OF WEAPONS AND 

OTHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 

36 IN THE SECOND CLASH, GOVERNMENT UNITS REPULSED THE ATTACKERS, KILLING AT LEAST 

FIVE OF THEM. GOVERNMENT FORCES SUFFERED NO CASUALTIES IN THE ENCOUNTERS. 

4. THERE WAS A RELATIVE DECREASE IN MILITARY ACTIVITY IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE . 

PLAIN OF JARS. THE GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BAN NA, WHICH WERE UNDER HEAVY NORTH 

VIETNAMESE SHELLING FOR MORE THAN TWO WEEKS, RECEIVED ONLY A FEW MORTAR SHELLS IN THE 
PAST TWENTY-FOUR HOURS. NORTH VIETNSNESE GUNNERS FIRED THREE 122 MILIMETER ROCKETS 
INTO THE GOVERNMENT BASE AT LONG TIENG. A CHILD WAS KILLED AND THREE CIVILIANS WOUNDED. 

BAMAGE WAS REPORTED TO BE VERY LIGHT. 

5. FARTHER TO THE WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, COMMUNIST TROOPS EARLY THESDAY ATTACKED 

GOVERNMENT POSITIONS. SOME TWENTY-FBVE KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE TOWN OF HUONG KASY 

KX THE ATTACK WAS REPULSED WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY. 

6, BBEXXN ONLY SMALL UNIT SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 081030 APRIL'71 

USIS Pass TO AC'S USAID. 

" PRIORITY® 

USIS VIE USINFO DTD 07 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

1. NORTH VIETNAMESE CUNNERS RESUMED HEAVY SHELLING OF LAO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS 

AT BAN NA, JUST WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, 

2. BAN NA HAS BEEN UNDER HEAVY BOMBARDMENT BY NORTH VIETNAMESE ARTILLERY, ROCKETS 

AND MORTARS FOR MORE THAN TWO WEEKS, TH& SHELLING WAS A LITTLE LIGHTER FOR THE 

PAST TWO Days, BUT AGAIN BECOME VIOLENT TUESDAY EVENING AND LASTED MOST OF THE NIGHT 

3. THE HILLTOP STRONGHOLD OF BAN NA IS LOCATED NEAR THE WESTERN RIM OF THE PLAIN 

OF JARS, SOME FIFTEEN KILOMETERS NORTH OF LONG TIENG, THE MAIN GOVERNMENT BASE 

IN THE AREA. BAN NA WAS CAPTURED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DURING THEIR DRY SEASON 

OFFENSIVE IN MARCH OF 70 AND RECAPTURED BY THE GOVERNMENT IN THE OCT. 

lhe OLY SCATTERED CLASHES AND THE PATROL SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHERS AREAS 

OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE uUsis 091515 APRIL'71 

USIS PASS TO ACtS USAID. 

“ PRIORITY ® 

USIS VTE USINEO DID 08 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS WEDNESDAY ABANDONED THE DEFENSE BASE CAMP AT BAN NA JUST WEST OF THE 
PLAIN OF JARS. 
2. BAN NA HAS BEEN UNDER HEAVY NORTH VIETNAMESE SHELLINGS FOR MORE THAN TWO WEEKS. GOVERNMENT 
TROOPS MOVED OUT OF THE POSITIONS AFTER YET ANOTHER HEAVY BARRAGE OF MORTARS, ROCKETS AND 
ARTILLERY SHELLS. THEY REPORTEDLY TOOK THEIR WOUNDED WITH THEM. 
3 ELSEWHERE IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED THREE 122 MILIMETER 
ROCKETS INTO THE GOVERNMENT BASE OF LONG TIENG, CAUSING LIGHT DAMAGE BUT NO CASUALTIES. 
le THE AREA AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP REMAINS RELATIVELY QUIET. ONLY LIGHT PATROL 
ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED, WITH GOVERNMENT UNITS STAGING AT LEAST TWO SUCCESSFUL AMBUSHES 
AGAINST NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS. 

5, ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM PAKSE THERE PATHET LAO CIVILIAN OFFICIALS ARRIVED WITH THEIR 
FAMILIES IN THIS SOUTHERN LAO CITY, AFTER RALLYING TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE ON THE BOLEVENS 
PLATEAU, THE THREE HELD ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS IN THE COMMUNIST OCCUPIED TERRITORY 
NEAR SARAVANE. 
6 THIS BRINGS TO MORE THAN 150 PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS WHO RECENTLY JONNED THE 
GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. THEY ALL REPORTED GROWING ENMITY BETWEEN THE PATHET LAO 
AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IN COMMUNIST CONTROLED AREAS ACCORDING TH THE RALLIERS, THIS ERX&TXG1 
FRICTION, BORN OUT OF ILL-TREATMENT BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE OF THE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND EX1 
CIVILIANS LEADS TO FREQUENT A BLODDY CONFRONTATIONS. 
7. IN VIENTIANE A SCHOOL INSPECTOR CAPTURED A VETERAN PATHET LAO SOLDIERX AND TURNED HIM TO 
OVER TO THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES. THE COMMUNIST SOLDIER, NAMED CHAN LEUT, WHO SERVED WITH 
THE PATHET LAO FOR SOME TEN YEARS, WAS ON HIS WAY FROM SOUTHERN LAOS TO A NEW ASSIGNMENT IN 

THE NORTH. HE DECIDED TO STOP AND SEE A FRIEND IN THE VIENTIANE AREA, BUT WENT TO THE WRONG 
HOUSE, ME. THAN PHOMSOUVAN, WHO LIVES THERE, GUESSED THE INDENTITY OF HIS VISITOR, COLLARED 
HIM AND TOOK HIM 3RX TO THE MILITARY HEADQUARTERS IN VIENTIANE. 

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 101620 APRIL'71 

BSIS 

REPEATED BELOW EXE FYI STATE TELEGRAM NO. 057376 DID APRIL 6, 1971. 
QUOTE: WASHINGTON STAR APRIL 1 ARBUCKLE ARTICLE (UNNUCESSARY WORDS DELETED} 

_ ENTITLED " WAR TURNS LAOS CAPI1AL TO REFUGKE NIGHT MARK", 
QUOTE: MORE THAN 9,000 REFUGEES HAVE FLOQDED LAO ROYAL CAPITAL, FLEEING COMMUNIST FORCES 
NORTH OF CITY. INFLUEX CAUSING SEVEHE SANITATION AND WATER SUPPLY PROBLEMS, LAO AND U.S. 
OFFICIALS SaID. LUANG PRABANG'S POPULATION 20,000 OFFICIALSEX TOOK CRRESPONDENTS TO SAND EX 
BAR IN MIDDLE MEKONG RIVER OPPOSITE KING SAVANG VATTHANA'S PALACKy THERE SEVERAL THOUSAND 
REFUGEES LIVING IN STRAW DEAN@-TOS WITHOUT WATER OR SANITATION FACILITIES. SAND BAR 
RENN COMPLETELY DEVOID VEGETATION AND EXPOSED BLAZING SUN. SEVERAL REFUGBES ON IS LAND 
DIED OF DYSENTERY DESPITE TREATMENT SWISS MEDICAL TEAM. 
OUTBREAK CHOLERA BEARED. SAND ISLAND JUST FEW HUNDRED SQUARE YARBS IN SIZE AND REFUGEES 
SQUEEZED LIBE SARDINES. SOME DEA-TOS RIZHT AT WATER'S EDGE. 
PEOPLE CHOSE SET THEMSELVES UP HEx&. I DON'T KNOW WHY, WE COULDN'T SR% STOP THEM. * AND~ 
OFFICIAL SAID. FOR 3,890, ON BANKS OF MEKONG CONDITIONS JUST AS BAD. HERE THERE TWO 
GROUPS OF MEO TRIBESMENT AND LAO THEUNG TRIBES, MEO LIVING IN LOWLYING BURNT RICE FIELDS, 
BLISTEREEN BY SUN AND WIND, BRAISING W& SWIRLING DUST DEVELS. ONLY SHELTER STRAW DEAN-TOS 
WATER SCARCE. DYSENTERY AND OTHER TROPICAL DISEASES SUCH AS YAWS PREVALENT. 

THEY LIVING OFF U.S. RICE DROPS. NEARBY, IN SEARCH COCLNESS, LAO THEUNG FAMILITIES HAVE 
BUILT GRASS SHELTERS IN GULLY AMONG RICE FIELDS. GULLY SYtILL HAS WAT:jR, RAPIDLY DRYING 
INTO SERIES MUDDY POOLS. WATER STINKS, " WE TRYING TEACH THESE PEOPLE ABOUT SANITAIION 
BUI IT'S DIFFICULT. THEY SQUAT DOWN EVERYWHERE,"* AN OFFICIAL SAID. BESIDES THIS SQUALOR 
IS FEAR AMONGST LAO THEUNG. BOTH THEY AND MEOS FROM VILLAGES ON BLACK MCUNTAIN NORTHWEST 
HERE. BEFORE THAT THEY CAME FROM MUONG SAI ON CHINESE ROAD SYSTEM INTG LAOS. AT MUONG SAI 
THEY KILLED 15 NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS IN ORDER ESCATPE. SEVERAL VILLAGES WERE ASSIGNEN 
EACH SOLDIER. THEN THEY MURDERED THEM ALL AT ONCE. COMMUNISTS HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN. THEY 
CAUGHT AND EXECUTED THREE LAO THEUNG AT PHOUDUM. OTHERS FEAR RETRIBUTION. EVERY SCHOOL 
IN CPITALE CITY OFFICIALS SAY LUNNG PRABANG'S WATER STORAGE FACILITIEZS ARE FOR POPULATION 
INFLUEX. THERE IS NO WATER HALF THE DAY. MORE REFUGEES ON WAY HERE. IN VILLAGES NORTH OF 
HERE ALONG MEKONG PEOPLE COLLECTING POSSESSIONS, JUMPING INTO BOATS AND HEADING FOR 
SXRITAL.
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENT LANE USIS 101620 APRIL*71 

Us S 

CAPITAL. 
AT MOUNG KHAM, THRBE MILES NORTH OF CAPITAL, PEOPLE JUMPED INTO BOATS AS LAOZR TROOPS 
MOVED UP IN ASSAULT ON COMMUNIST POSITIONS. OFFICIALS EXPECT REFUGEE TOTAL LUANG 
PRABANG TO REACH 14,000 WITHIN FEW DAYS, FURTHER STRAINING CITY'S MEAGER RESOURCES. END RX 
QUOT». 

FROM: GUZOWSKI.



BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE uSIS 130830 Apr. 71 PS 

USIS/LP AC/BHS 

(PRIORITY) 

MMUSIS VIENTIANE USINFO DID 9 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

le CLASHES AND ARTILLERY DUELS CONTINUED FRIDAY IN THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF 

THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

2. THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE SITUATION SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN 

OF JARS SINCE GOVERNMENT TROOPS EVACUATED WEDNESDAY THE BASE CAMP OF BAN NA 

JUSTWEST OF THE PLAIN. A NUMBER OF SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE THROUGHOUT THE AREA. 

3o THE MILZARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANGPRABANG REMAINS | 

UNCHANGED. ONLY LIGHT PATROL ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED NORTHEAST OF THE CAPITAL. 

le THE REST OF THE KINGDOM WAS RELATIVELY QUIET WITH A FEW SCATTERED 

SKIRMISHES REPORTED IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. 

FROM: BARNES.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 130845 Apre 71 PS 

USIS/LP i. AC/BHS 

(PRIORITY) 

USIS VIENTIANE USINF@ DID 11 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

1, NOSINGIFICANT MILITARY ACTIONS WERE REPORTED SATURDAY AND EARLY SUNDAY 

IN LAOS. | 

2. A NUMBER OF SMALL UNIT CLASHES OCCURKED IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE BOLOVEN | 

PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL | 

LAOS, AND IN THE VICINITY OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG BRABANG, IN THE NORTH. | 

| 
FROM: BARNES. 

|
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 12 1455 #RIL'71 BX 

uUSIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

MEE USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DID12 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: | 
{ 
\ 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES MONDAY ENLARGED THEIR DEFENSE PERIMETER AROUND 
THE RSYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. 
2. GOVERNMENT FORCES PROTECEING THE ROYAL CAPITAL MOVED OUTWARD TOWARD THE NORTH 
AND NORTHEAST, SECURING SEVERAL NEW DEFENSEVE POSITIONS, WHIGE FORWARD PATROLS 
CLASHED WITH NORTH VEETNAMESE UNITS IN THE AREA, THEY MAINTAINED THEIR NEW 
POSITIONS » 
3. A NUMBER OF SMALL EXM UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL AREA SBXZX SOUTHWEST 
ESXECXNMESE OF THE PLAIN OF JARS AND NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS SHELLED GOVERNMENT 
POSITIONS JUST SOUTH OF THE ABANDONED BASE CAMP OF BAN NA. 
he NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS. 

1 

FROM: MCGINLEY | 
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BA HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 

170625 Apre 71 

usIS AC/BHS 

(PRIORITY) 

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DID 1 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS AS OF WEDUESDAY REMAINS BASICALLY 

UNCHANGED. 

2o LAO GOVERNMENT UNITS ARE CONDUCTING PATROL ACTIVITIES A LONG THEIR 

DEFENSE PRIMETER NORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANGPRABANG. 

3» SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST 

OR THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. ALSO, IN THE SAME AREA, 

NORTH MXEMEXAME VIETNAMESE GUNNERS KEPT UP HEAVY SHELLINGS OF REMAINING 

GOVERNMENT POSITIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE A BANDONED BASE CAMP OF | 

BAN NA. | 

le ONLY SCATTERED PATROL SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS, 

FROM: MCGINLEY, 
(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE rs 1706K6 spre 7h | 

USIS AC/BHS 

(PRIORITY) 

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DID 15 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

L_COMMUNIST SOLDIERS IN NORTH CENTRAL LACS EXECUTED EIGHT UNARMED IXBERXI 

CIVILIANS, A MONG THEM ONE SMALL CHILD AND FOUR WOMEN. 

@,ACCORDING TO LAO GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES A SMALL BUS TRAVELING TOWARD THE REFUGEE 

CENTER AT BAN SON, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS NORTH OF VIENTIANE, WAS AMBUSHED 

TUESDAY ON THE ROAD ABOUT TWENTY-SEVEN KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THE CENTER. AFTER 

STOPPING THE VEHICLE WITH ROCKET FIRE, THE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS DRAGGED THE 

OCCUPANTS OUT AND SHOT THEM AT CLOSE RANGE. 

3,MEANWHILE, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS THURSDAY REMAINED UNCHANGED. SEVERAL 

CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS AND 

NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS SHELLED GOVERNMENT POSITIONS SOUTH OF TA TAM BLUENG. 

4 ONLY MINOR CONTACTS WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: MCGINLEY. (PM)



MAEN BAN HOUEI SAT VIENTIANE USIS 191210 APRIL'71 BE 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

® PRIORITY * 

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DID 17 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

1. NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES AROUND THE ROYAL LAO CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG RENEWED 
THIER OFFENSRVE ACTIVITIES THURSDAY NIGHT AND FRIDAY WITH HEAVY MORTARING OF GOVERNMENT 
POSITIONS EAST NORTHEAT AND EAST OF THE CITY. 
2@e ONE GOVERNMENT POSITION, SOME SIX KILOMETERS EAST OF LUANG PRABANG AIRPORT, HAD TO 
BE ABANDONED AFTER THE DEFENDERS SUFFERED A NUMBER OF CASUALTIES FROM THE PROLONGED 
SHELLING. OTHER POSITIONS SHELLED ARE LOCATED ABOUT NINETEEN KILOMETERS EAST NORTHEAST 
OF THE CITY. 
3 THERE WERE ALSO REPORTS OF SEVERAL PATROL CLASHES ALONG THE DEFENSE PERIMETERE AROUND 
LUANG PRABANG. 
. NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUED FRIDAY AND S2TURDAY SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS 
WEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. A NUMBER OF SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL 
AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN. 
5S. ACCORDING TO A DELAY“ED REPORT, A GOVERNMENT UNIT PATROLLING SOME FORTY KILOMETERS 
NORTH OF VIENTIANE HEARD WEDNESDAY SOUNDS OF A SHARP FIRE-FIGHT IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINIIY 
GOVERNMENT PATROLS, SENT 10 INVESTIGAT, FOUND NUMEROUS IRACHS OF A VIGOROUS ENGAGEMENT 
APPAREN@<LY BHTWEEN WORTH VISINAMSSE AND PATHEx LAO TROOPS, AS THERE WERE NO OTHER GOVERNMENT 
FORCES EN THE AREA. 
THERE WERE INDICATIONS OF CASUALTIES IN THE SHARP CONFLICT. 
6. ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO, MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED PATHER LAO SOLDIERS, WHO RALLIED TO THE 
GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, REPORTED A GROWING ENMITY BETWEEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
AND THE PATHET LAO IN THE SOUTH. 

FROM: BARNES
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE 
vss 191ho APRIL'72 «= BONS 

USSS PASS TO AC'S USAID . 

® PRIORITY * ee 

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DID 18 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION: | 

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS REMAINED SUNDAY VIRTUALLY UNCHANGED WITH =’ \ 

OCCASIONAL SHELLINGS OF GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AND SPORADIC CLASHES REPORTED \ 

ALONG THE DEFENSE PERIMETER AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP AND IN THE GENERAL | \ 

AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. | 

2. NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS MAINTAINED MORTAR AND ROCKET FIRE AGAINST GOVERNMENT — \ 

POSITIONS WEST OF THE ABANDONED BASE CAMP OF BAN NA NEAR THE PLAIN OF JARS WITH \ 

LAO ARTILLERY FIRING BACK AT SUSPECTED COMMUNIST GUN EMPLACEMENTS. SEVERAL SMALL | \ 

UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE /REERERN EAST AND NORTHEAST OF THE MAIN GOVERNMENT BASE OF 

LONG THX TIENG, 

3e ONLY SCATTERED PATROL ENCOUNTERS WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. | 

10 
FROM: BARNS. 

\
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Bs’ AOUEI SAL VILNTIANE USIS 201105 APRIL&71 BX 

USIS PaSS TO USAID'S AC 

® PRIORITY # 

USIS VTE USINFO DTD 19 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFO: 

1. MOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE IMPROVED THEIR DEFENSIVE POSITIONS AROUND THE ROYAL LAO 
CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANF. 
2 CONTINUING THEIR OPERATION TO ENLARGE THB PERIMETER AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL 
GOVERNMENT UNITS MOVED EAST AND NORTHEAST SUNDAY TO OCCUPY SEVERAL HIGH GROUND 
POSITIONS. THESE POSITIONS HAD BEEN CONTROLLED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE TROBPS SINCE 
MARCH 21, WHEN THE COMMUNISTS LAUNCHED A LARGE SCALE ASSAULT AGAINST GOVERNMENT 
TROOPS IN THE AREA, TO GETHER WITH A ROCKET AND MORTAR ATTACK ON LUANG PRABANG AIRPORT. 

3 THE SUNDAY OPERATION BY BOVERNMENT XRBEG TROOPS WAS SUPPORTED BY TACTICAL AIR STRIKES, 
THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS MET NO OPPOSITION FROM THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WHEN THEY ADVANCED 
ON THE HIGH GROUND POSITIONS. 
le FURTHER NORTH, HOWEMER, A GOVERNMENT UNIT WAS STOPPED BY STRONG FIRE FROM ENTRENCHED 

NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS. 
S. IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JAHS, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS 
CONTINUED SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS WEST AND SOUTH OF THE ABANDONED BASE CAMP 
OF BAN NA. GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY FIRED BACK AT SUSPE.TED COMMUNIST GUN EMPLACEMENTS 
SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE ALSO REPORTED THROUGHOUT THE AREA. 
6. OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS WERE REPORTED RELATIVELY CALM. 

FROM: BARNES. 
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BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE USIS 211445 APRIL'71, BK 

S535 USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

" PRIORITY # 

USIS VTE USINFO DTD 19 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFO: 

1. TWO MORE RENKING PL OFFICERS RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN 
LAOS MONDAY. 
2 ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIE, A PL BATTALION COMMANDER AND A COMPANY COMMANDER 

FROM THE SAME BATTALION ARRIVED IN PAKSE AND DECLARED THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE 
ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT. THE BATTALION COMMANDER, LIEUTENANT COLONEL SOUTCHAI, SERVED 
WITH THE PL FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS. HE SAID HE WAS RECENTLY RELIEVED OF COMMAND OF 
THE ELEVENTH PL BATTALION BY THE RANKING NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFICER, BUT WAS ALLOWED 
TO GO ON LEAVE TO VISIT HIS FAMILY. HE WAS JOINED BY ONE OF HIS FORMER COMPANY COMMANDERS, 
KHAM PHAN. BOTH OFFICERS CONTACTED ROYAL LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIES IN PAKSE AND 
ASKED TO JOIN THE GOVERNMENT SIDE. 
30 SOME FOUR WEEKS AGO, WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED PL OFFICERS AND MEN RALLIED IN SOUTHERN 
LAOS TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE. THEY REPORTED A GROWING ENMITY BETWEEN THE PL AND THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. ACCORDING TO THE RALLEERS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
MISTREAT BOTH THE CIVILIANS AND THE PL SOLDIERS UNDER THEIR CONTROL. 
he IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, COMMUNIST GUNNERS FIRED TWENTY 122 MILIMETER ROCKETS INTO 
A SMALL VILLAGE EAST OF SEBANG HIENG. THREE VILLAGERS WERE KILLED AND THREE WOUNDED 
THERE ARE NO MILITARY IHS / IN THE VICINITY OF THE VILLAGE. 
SUXMEAMMMXEKXENER TARGETS : 
S MEANWHILE THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP HAS BEEN IMPROVED 
FORLOWING SEIZURE BY GOVERNMENT FORCES OF SEVERAL HIGH GROUND POSITIONS NORTHAST OF 
THE CAPITAL. NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS RETREATED SUNDAY WITH OUT A FIGHT, BUT ON MONDAY 
THEY MORTARED THE NEW/M@EXER POSITIONS. GOVERNMENT UNITS HELD THEIR GROUND. 

GOVERNMENT 
6, IN THE TH AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUED 
SHELLING GOVERNMENT POSITIONS WEST AND SOUTH OF THE ABANDONED BASE CAMP OF BAN NAo 
SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA. 

FROM: BARNES.



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 221137 APRIL'7] BX 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USIAD. 

" PRIORITY" 

USIS VIE SSINFOR DTD 9) APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFO: 

1,.THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS WEDNASDAY 

2» SCATTERED CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED AROUND THE OUTER DEFENSE 

PERIMETER OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG AND IN THE & GENERALJREK SOUTHWEST 

OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. A FEW PATROL ENCOUNTERS TOOK PLACE IN OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. ; 

3¢ ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM PAKSE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, TWO PATHET LAO CIVILIAN OFFICIALS . 

RALLTED WEDNESDAY TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE, BRINGING THEIR FAMILIES WITH THEM. 

he OVER THE PASTSi@EMR SEVERAL WEEKS WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED OFFICERS AND MEN FROM 

PATHET LAO UNITS CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. THEY ALL REPORTED 

SHARP AND GROWING FRICTION BETWEEN THE PATHET LAO AND THE NORTH VIETNEMESE OVER 

THE ILL@TREATMENT OF LAO CIVILIANS AND PATHET LAO SOLDIERS BY THE NORTH VIETNAMBSE 
OVERLORDS . 
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BAN HOUEISAI VIENTIANE USIS 231200 APRILE71 BX 

UsIS PaSS TO aC'S USAID 

# PRIORITY * 

USIS VIE USINFOR DTD 22 APRIL IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFO: 
1. LAO GOVERNENT FORCES WEDNESRAY FURTHER EXTENDED THEIR DEFENSE PERIMETER 
AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. : 
2. GOVERNMENT UNITS, ADVANCING AGAINST LIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION, SECURED 
TWO LOCALITIES NORTHEGST OF THE CITY ALONG ROUTE FOUR AND ONE FARTHER HAST. 
3e SCATTERED GLASHES AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL 
AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. 
4. SKIRMISHES WERE ALSO REPORTED IN SOUTHERN LAOS. ONE TOOK PLACE ABOUT FIVE MILES 
NORTH OF PAKSONG IN THE CENTRAL PART OF THE BCLO VENS PLATEAU. 
5. ACCORDING TO A DELAYED REPORT, A PATHET LAO UNIT CLASHED WITH A NORTH VIETNAMESE 
PATROL LAST WEEK SOME THIRTY-FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF KHONG SEDONE &N SOUTHERN 
LAOS, IT IS NOT CLEAR WHESHER THIS CLASH WAS DUE TO MISTAKEN INENTIFICATION OR 
TO THE ENMITY THAT HAS BEZN REPORTED GROWING BETWEEN THE PATHET LAO AND THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE IN THAT REGEON OF LAOS. THREE NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WERE KILLED 
AND TWO PATHET LAO TROOPERS WERE WOUNDED IN THE ACTION. 

FROM: BARNES
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENT IANE - USIS 271550 APRIL'71 BX 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

DID 
1. ONE MORE GROUP OF PATHET je of Aree AP TAs 20 THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT 

SIDE SUNDAY IN PAKSANE, SOME ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS EAST OF VIENTIANE. 
2. THE GROUP OF EIGHTEEN FULLY ARMED COMMUNIST SOLDIERS, LED BY THEIR COMPANY 

COMMANDER AND DEPUTY COMMANDER, CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE AND INDICATED 
THAT OTHER SOLDIERS OF THE SAME COMPANY WILL FOLLOW SHORTLY. 

3. THIS IS THE FIRST PATHET LAO UNIT TO JOIN THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN NORTHERN 
LAOS. RECENTLY, WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED PARHET LAO OFFICERS AND MEN RALLIED TO 
THE GOVERNMENT IN SOUTHERN LAOS. THEY ALL REPORTED THAT THERE IS GROWING 
FRICTION BETWEEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE PATHET LAO IN THAT AREA. 

4. THE NEW RALLIERS IN PAKSANE CONFIRMED THE GROWING ENEMITY BETWEEN THE PATHET 
LAO AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE STEMMING FROM ILL-TREATMENT OF GIVILIANS BY THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE. ACCORDING TO THE TESTIMONY OF THE RALLIERS, THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE FORCE EVEN CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE TO ACT AS PARTERS FOR THEIR TRX 
TROOPS. THE RALLIERS SAID THAT FOR A LONG TIME THEY WERE AFREID TO COME 
OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE BECAUSE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TOLD THEM THE 
GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE THEM EXECUTED LATELY, HOWEVER, THEY HEARD RADIO APPEALS 
FROM THEIR COLLEAGUES WHO HAD RALLIED IN SOUTHERN LAOS, AND THAT CONVINCED 
THEM THAT THEY HAD NO THING TO FEAR. 

5, IN THE MEANTIME, LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES KEEP EXPANDING THEIR DEFENSE PERIMETER 
AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. GOVERNMENT UNITS ADVANCING 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AGAINST LIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION OCCUPIED 
POSITIONS ABOUT TWENTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST AND EAST OF THE CAPITAL CITY. 

6. IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, NORTH VIEWNAMESE GUNNERS 
CONTINUED SHELLING SEVERAL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS. A NUMBER OF CLASHES WERE 
ALSO REPORTED IN THE AREA, ONE ONLY THREE KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF THE #AIN 
GOVERNMENT BASE OF LONG TIENG. 

7. SEVERAL SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE OVER THE WEEKEND IN THE VICINITH OF THAKHEK 
IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, WHILE ONLY LIGHT ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM THE Sous 
THERN REGION OF THE COUNTRY. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USISE 281125 APRIL'71 BX 

uSIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

® PRIORITY" 

( DID 27 APRIL 71) 
Le LAO MILITARY AUTHORTIES REPORTED NO SXBMXBX SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE MILITARY 
SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY TUESDAY. 
2. THE AREA AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG REMAINED R RELATIVELY QUIET, 
WITH BOVERNMENT FORCES REGROUPING AFTER THEIR ADVANCE TO NEW DEFENSEVE POSIIIONS. 
ABOUT TWENTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST AND EAST OF THE CITY. 
3. A FEW MINOR CLASHES AND SMALL SCALE SHELLING WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS 
OF LAOS. 
lye ACCORDING TO LAO MIRE § SOURCES , SEVERAL MORE PL SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE 
GOVERNMENT SIDE IN PAKSANE IN CENTRAL LAOS, WEE WHERE EIGHTEEN PL OFFICERS AND 
MEN HAD RALLIED LAST SUNDAY. ALL BELONG TB THE TWENTYSECOND INDEPENDENT PL COMPANY 
EXEE STATION AREA THE COMPANY COMMANDER, CAPTAIN VANNA, SAID THAT HE AND HIS MEN 
HAD BEEN READY FOR A LONG TIME TC COME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE BUT WERE AFRAID 
BECAUSE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TOLD THEM THEY WOULD BE EXECUTED. THEY MADE UP THEIR 
MINDS LATELY, WHEN THEY HEARD A RADIO APPEAL BY OTHER PATHET LAO OFFICERS WHO 
RALLIED TH THE GOVERNMENT A FEW WEEKS AGO IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 
5, LIKE THEIR COLLEAGUES IN SOUTHERN LAOS, THE RALLIERS IN PAKSANE BE REPORTED 
A WIDNING RIFT BETWEEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND THE PL, CAUSED BY ILLTREATMENT 
OF LAO CIVILIANS AND PL MILITARY BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

FROM: BARNES. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENT LANE USIS 291135 APRIL'71 BK 

usIS PASS TO USAID’ AC wp 

" PRIORITY *® f 

( DID 26 APRIL 71 ) oe 
1. NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE WAS REPORTED WEDNESDAY IN THE MILITARY SITUATION IN 

LAOS. ; 

2. FOUR MORE PL SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS WHERE 
COMMUNIS'T 

WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED OFFECERS X AND MEN OF THE/SSXRNE FORCES HAVE REJOINED 

THE GOVERNMENT IN RECENT WEEKS. © 

3. NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED FOUR 122-MILIMETERS ROCKE® INTO THE GOVERNMENT 

DEFENSE BASE BXXE AT LONG TIENG, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF Ja&S, BUT CAUSED NO 

DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTIES. 

le ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES
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v BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIs goll1s) APRIL'71, BK 

usIS PASS TO AC'S USIAB | 

" PRIORITY " : 

( DID 29 APRIL 71. ) i 

1. THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT IS READY TO WELCOME BA=CK TO VIE THE SPECIAL ENVOY oF 

PATHET LAC LEADER PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG. : : 

2. IN A BRIEF COMMUNIQUE ISSUED THURSDAY, THE ROYAL LAO BSMERKN GOVI. STATED THAT 
AT A CABINET MEETING IT HAD EXAMINED THE LATEST PROPOSALS OF THE PATHET LAO LEADER. 
IN HIS MESSAGE OF APRIL 26 TO PRIME MINISTER SOMVANNA PHOUMA, PRENCE SOUPHANOUVONG 
SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO SEND TO VTE HIS SPECIAL ENVOY TIAO SOUK VONG SACK. THE GOVT. 
IN ITS COMMUNIQUE ADDED THAT IT WOULD BE PLEASED T@ WELCOME BACK THE SPECIAL REPRESENTAT~ 
IVE 
3. IN THE MEANTIME, THE MILITARY SITUATICN IN LAOS REMAINS WIRTUALLY UNCHANGED. ONLY 

LIGHT CLASHES AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM ALL MILITARY REGIONS 
IN LAOS. 
hl, IN ONE INCIDENT, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS THURSDAY AFTERNOON FIRED FEVE 122-MILIMETER 
ROCKETS INTO THE GOVT. BASE OF LONG TIENG, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. THE ROCKETS 
DESTROYED SEVERAL HUTS AND KILLED ONE CHILD AND THREE OTHER CIVILIANS. 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usis 
032444 MAY?72 BX 

XSNSX USIZ PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY ™ t 

( DID 30 APRIL 71 ) 

1. THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS, THOUGH SEVERAL 

SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND AT LEAST ONE ROCKET ATTACK WERE REPORTED THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 

FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. 

2. NORTH VIETNAMESE @UNNERS THURSBAY FIRED FOURTEEN 122 MILIMETER ROEKETS INTO THE 

GOVERNMENT DEFENSE BASE AT LONG TIENG, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS . THE ROCKETS 

HIT A CLUSTER OF SHALL HOUSES, WOUNDING SIX CIVILIANS. 

3e ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE, AT LEAST EIGHT PATROL CLASHES OCCURRED 

THURSDAY IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, ABOUT 

EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET. 

le TWO LIGHT CONTACTS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES WERE REPORTED BY GOVERNMENT 

TROOPS GURRDING THE PERIMETER SORTH AND NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG 

rm 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HCUEL SAL VIENTIANE USIS 031502 MAY'71 BX 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

® PRIORITY * 

( DID 1 MAY 71 ) 

1, LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES OPERATING IN THE VICINITY O#F THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG 

CONTINUE TO EXPAND THEIR PERIMETER NCRTHEAST AND EAST OF THE CITY.¥ 

2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS FRIDAY OCCUPIED SEVERAL NEW HIGH GROUND POSITIONS INCLUDING 

A HELICOPTER LAMDING STRIP SOME TWENTY KIL@-OMETERS EAST OF LUANG PRABANG. THREE SMALL 

UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA, BUT SOTHERWISE GOVERNMENT UNITS 

/ ENCOUNTERED ONLY LIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION. 

3 NORTH VIETNMMESE GUNNERS SATURDAY FIRED FIVE 122 MILIMETER ROCKETS INTO THE GOVERNMENT 

DEFENSE BASE AT LONG XXBNX TIENG, SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS BUT CAUSED NO DAMAGE 

AND NC CASUALTIES. 

4. PATROL CLASHES CONTINUED FOR THE SECOND DAY IN A ROW IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY 

OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET. 

5, THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS RELATIVELY QUIET WETH A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES REPORTED 

FROM THE BOLOVENS TESTA /SOUNEPRN LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HCUPI SAT VIENTIAIE USIS 031590 MAY'71 BX 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY " 

( DID 2 MAY 71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS SATURDAY CONTINUED THEIR ADVANCE NORTH AND NORTHEAST@E OF 

THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. SOME OF THE NEW POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY GOVERNMENT 

UNITS ARE AS FAR AS THIRTY KILOMETERS FROM THE CITY, ALMOST WHERE THEY WERE PREOR TO 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS ON MARCH 21 WHICH THREATENED THE CAPITAL. 4 

2~ ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE, THERE ARE INDECATIONS OF A NCRTH VIETNAMESE 

BUILD=UP NEAR MUONG PHALANE IN CENTRAL LACS, SOME EIGHTY KILBMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET 

THERE HAS BEZN A MARKED INCREASE IN NUMBER AND FREQUENCY OF CLASHES IN THE AREA. My, 

3. ONLY SCATTERED, SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER PARTS OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS OWIS16 MAY'71 BX 

usIs PASS TO AC'S NSAID. 

" PRIORITY * 

( DED 3 MAY 71 ) 

le LAO GOVERNMENT SOURCES REPORT FROM PAKSKNE THAT SIXTEEN FAMILIES OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS 
WHO RECENTLY RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE ARRIVED SUNDAY LN THAT CENTRAL LAOS TOWN, ABOUT 
ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS EAST OF VIENTIANE. 
2. IT WAS EXACTLY A WEEK EARLIER THAT EIGHTEEN PATHET LAO SOLDIERS, LED BY THEIR COMPANY 
COMMANDER, ARREVED FULLY ARMED IN PAKSANE TO JOIN THE GOVERNMENT SIDE. THE OFFICERS AND 
BEN OF THE RELLYING PATHET LAO UNIT REPORTED THAT THE HARSHNESS WITH WHICH THE NORTH VIETNAMES 
TREAT LAO CIVITIANS AND PATHET L@O TROOPS CAUSED BITTER ENMITY BETWEEN NORTH VIETNAMESE 
AND LAO COMMUNISTS. THEY SAID MANY MORE PATHET LAO SOLDERS ARE READY TO REJOIN THE GOVERNMENT 
3 SIMILAR REPORTS WERE BROUGHT BY A LARGER GROUP OF PATHET LAO OFFICERS AND MEN WHO CAME 
OVER TO THE BOVERNMENT SIDE SEVERAL WEEKS AGOX IN SOUTHRN LAOS. 7H 

lke THE FAMILEES OF PRIHET LAO SOLDIERS WHO ARRIVED IN PAKSANE SUNDAY TOLD LAO AUTHORITIES 
THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE SENT SPECIAL UNITS INTO THE AREA TO PREVENT OTHER PATHET 
LAO TROOPS FROM JOINING THE GOVERNMENT. 
5. IN THE MEANTIME, THE MILITARY SITUATION AROUND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG IS 
REPORTED AS STABILIZING , WITH GOVERNMENT FORCES ADVANCENG STEADILY NORTH AND NORTHEAST 
OF THE CITY AGAINST ONLY SPORADIC NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE. 
6. GOVERNMENT TROOPS XN& IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS ARE REPORTED ENGAGED IN A BATTLE NEAR 
MUONG PHALANE AGAINST A NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCE ESTIMATED AT FOUR TO FEVE BATTALIONS. RENEWED 
NORTH VEETNAMESEPRESSURE AGAINST MUONG PHALANE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET, 
BECAME EVIDENT A FEW DAY«S AGO WITH A SHARP INCREAST IN NUMBER OF CLASHES IN THE IMMEDIATE 
VICINITY OF THE TOWN. 
7% NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIONS WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS — OS1K35MAY'71 BX 

us{s PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

" PeTORITY : 

Be § DID ok MAY 71 ) 

1, IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE INCREASING THEIR PRESSURE AGAINST 

GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHI: 

2. ACCORDING TOREPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE TUESDAY, HEAVY FIGHTING IS IN PROGRESS EAST 

AND SOUTH OF MUONG PHALANE. NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES ARE ESTIMATED AT FOUR BATTALIONS 

SUPPORTED BY MORTARS AND ARTILLERY 

3 MOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE AREA OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG CLASHES MONDAY 

WITH SMALL NORTH VIETNAMESE UNIT, BUT CONTINUED THEIR STEADY ADWANCE NCRTH AND NORTHEAST 

OF THE CITY, IN THEIR NORTHERNMOST ADVANCE, GOVERNMENT TROOPS REACHED THE BANKS OF THE 

PAK OU RIVER, ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETERS FROM LUANG PRABANG 

he SEVERAL SHARP CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS 

GOVERNBENT TROOPS THREW BACK NORTH VEETNAMESE ATTACKS IN TWO SEPARATE ENGAGEMENTS SOME 

FIFTEEN KILOMETERS EAST AND ABOUT THE SAME DISTANCE NORTHEAST OF THE GOVERNMENT DEFENSE 

BASE AT LONG TIENG. THERE WERE ALSO REPORTS OF SEVERAL ARTILLERY EXCHANGES IN THE SAME 
GENERAL AREA. 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS 061515 MAY'71 BX 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

" PREORITY * 

( DTD 05 MAY 71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT UNITS IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS HAVE ESCAPED THE DANGER OF ENCIRCLEMENT 

BY SUPERIOR NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES NAR MUONG PHALANE AND ARE WITHDRAWING WESTWARD 

TOWARD DONG HENE. 

2. MUONG PHALANE, A SMALL TOWN ON ROUTE NINE SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET, 

CAME UNDER ATTACK BY ABOUT BOUR NORTH VIETNAMESE BATTALIONS ALMOST A WEEK AGO. GOVERNMANE 

UNITS IN THE AREA, SUPPORTED BY LAO AIR FORCE PLANES, FOUCHT A SERIES OF DELAY@ING 

ACTIONS, BUT HAD TO RETREAT BEFORE MOUNTING NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSURE, ONE LAO FIGHTER | 

PLANE WAS LOST AND THREE WERE DAMAGED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE ANTI@AIRCRAFT FIRE. 

3. AS REPORTED WEDNESDAY GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE REGROUPING HALF WAY BETWEEN MUONG 

PHALANE ALONG ROUTE NINE. 

4. CLASHES ZND ARTILLERK DUELS WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE 

PLAIN OF JARS. ALSO, A NUMBER OF CLASHES TOOK PLACE ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN 

LAOS WHERE, ACCORDING TH REPORTS RHACHING VIENTIANE, A NEW NORTH VIETNAMESE BULLD~UP 
MAY=BE IN PROGRESS, 

FROM: BARNES.



BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE USIS 071520 MAY'71 BX 

USIS PASS TO AC'S UBAID 

" PRIORITY " 

4 DID 6 May 71 ) 

1. COMMUNIST SOLDIERS AMBUSHED A SMALL BUS ON THE OAD NORTH OF VIENTIANE THURSDAY 

KILLING TEN OF ITS OCCUPANTS AND WOUNDING FIVE OTHEXS. 

2. THE BUS, TRAVELLING NORTH OFN ON ROUTE THIRTEEN, WAS AMBUSED ABOUT NINETY KILOMETERS 

FROM VIENTIANE AT TEN O$clock THURSDAY MORNING. AMONG THE TEN CIVILIANS KILLED WERE 

THREE WOMEN AND TWO CHILDREN. 

3» ELSEWHERE IN LAOS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS WITHDREW FROM THE REGION OF MUONG PHALANE ON 

ROUTE NINE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET. THE AREA 15 /MamL NORTH VIETNAMESE 

HANDS » 

lk. SCATTERED CLASHES AND ARTILLERY DUELS WERE REPONTED FROM THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE 

PLAIN OF JARS, AND AT LEAST ONE CLASH TOOK PLACE ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAUMMIN SOUTHERN 

LAOS « 

5. GOVERNMENT TROOPS NEAR HONG SA, SOME NIWETY KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF LUANG PRABANG ; 
WERE ATTACKED WEDNESDAY BY AN UNKNOWN SIZE COMMUNIST FORCS. TH® FEREFIGHT LASTED FOR 
ABOUT AN HOUR, THEN THE COMMUNIST TROOPS BROKE OFF THE ENGAGEMENT. 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS BROB 09165), MAY'71 BX 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

( DTD 08 MAY 71 } 

1. ANOTHER OF X% A SERIES OF ENEMY ATTACKS AGAINST LAO CIVILIANS TOOK PLACE THREE 

KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF PHOU CUM, LANG PRABANG PROVINCE, WHERE FOUR CIVILIANS 

WERE KILLED BY A SMALL FORCE OF SOLDIERS PRESUMED 10 BE NORTH XXEMEX VIuTNAMESE. 

THE MURDERS OCCURRED THE MORNING OF MAY ), NO FURTHER DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE AT 

THIS TIME. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 121515 MaY'71 BX 

USIS PaSS TO AC'S USAID 

* PRIORITY * 

( DTD 10 MAY 71 ) 

Le VIENTIANE, 10 MAY-FIFTY FIVE COMMUNIST PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE ROYAL LAO 
GOVERNBENT TODAY AT BAN IGOU, 30 KILOMETERSD EAST OF PAKSE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. THE TROOPS 
WERE LED BY L/COL SENG CHAN, COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE ELEVENTH PATHET LAO BATTALION. 
ALSO IN THE GROUP WERE ANOTHER LIEUTENANT COLONEL, TWO CAPTAINS, AND TWO FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 
2. THIS IS THE SECOND LARGE GROUP OF PATHET LAO TROOPS TO RALLY TO THE GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH= 
ERN LAOS IN RECENT WEEKS. IN LATE MARCH NEARLY ONE BUNDRED MEMBERS OF THE PATHET LAO 
25 TH BATTALION RALLIED AT PAKSE, FOLLOWED IN SUCCEEDING DAYS BY OTHERS, SOME WITH FAMILIES 
THEIR NUMBER EVENTUALLY REACHED OVER ONE HUNDRED FIFTY. TODAY'S RALLIERS BRING THE TOTAL 
IN SOUTHERN LAOS TO WELL OVER TWO HUNDRED. 
3. ANOTHER GROUP OF 17 PATHET LAO RALLIED AT PAKSANE, IN CENTRAL LAOS, IN APRIL. 
he THE FIFTY FIVE RALLIERS THAN ARRIVED AT BAN ITOU TODAY CAME FULLY ARMED, AND SURRENDERED 
THEIR WEAPONS TO GOVERNMENT OFFICERS. WEAPONS BRCUGHT IN BY THE PREVIOUS GROUP AT PAKSE 
WERE RETURNED TO THOSE WHO VOLUNTEERED TO SERVE IN THE GOVERNMENT ARMED FORCES. 
5, THE RALLIERS REPORT WIDESPREAD FRICTION BETWEEN PATHET LAO AND NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS 
BECAUSE OF BAD TREATMENT OF THE LAO CIVILIAN POPULATION BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. ARMED 
CLASHES HAVE BEEN REPORTED TAKING PLACE BETWEEN VIETNAMESE FORCES AND PATHET LAO TROOPS 
INTENT ON RALLYING TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE. 
6. ACCORDING TO THE RALLIERS, IN THE SOUTHERN AREA ALONG THERE ARE MORE THAN A THOUSAND 
OTHER PATHET LAO WHO WILL RALLY AT THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO FREE THEMSELVES OF NORTH 
VIETNAMESE CONTROL. 
7% TODAY'S GROUP SAID THEY WERE ENCOURAGED TO MAKE THEIR MOVE BY GOVERNMENT RADIO AND 

AIRBORNB LOUDSPEAKER BROADCASTS AND AIRDROPPED LEAFLETS CARRYING APPEALS FROM THEIR 
PL COLLEAGUES WHO HAD RALLIED EARLIER AT PAKSE. 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEISAI VIENTIANE WIS 121550 MAY'71 BK 

vas PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY " 

(DTD 11 MAY 71) 
ON 

%% DBERING LAO CONSTITUTION DAY CEREMONIES AND PARADE ATTENDED BY THE KING/@® MAY 11 
PRIME MINISTER PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA DELIVERED THE ANNUAL ADDRESS, NOTING THAT THE 
CONSTITUTION HAS SURVIVED QTE AGGRESSION FROM WITHOUT, IN@TERNAL E SUBVE:SION, AND THE 
POLITICAL TROUBLES OF THESE LAST DECADES UNQTE. THE PRIME MINISTER IN HIS ADDRESS MADE 
A STRONG APPEAL FOR RECONCILIATION AMONG THE FACTIONS IN LAOS AND CALLED FOR AN END TO 
FRATRICIDAL WAR AND THE BEGINNING OF A QTE GENUINELY LIBERAL REVOLUTION UNQTE. HE NOTED 
THAT THE PLACE OF THE PATHET LAO IN THE NATIONAL COMMUNITY WAS QTE GUARANTEEN BY THE & 
CONSTITUTION UNQTE AND APPEALED TO THEM TO REJECT THE INFLUENCE OF THE NORTH VIETNAMES§ 
WHOM HE ACCUSED OF ARROGANCE AND PLUNDERING LAO TERRITORY. NORTH VIETNAMESE CHARGE NQUYEN 
GIRP LEFT THE REVIEWING STAND IN THE MIDST OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH, 
EVIDENTLY XAS A GESTURE OF PROTEST» 

FROM: BARNES 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USS: 11203 MAY'71 BX 

USIS PASS TO aC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

$XBTEXT HOES ( DTD 13 MAY ) 

1, ANOTHER SKIRMISH WAS REPORTED TODAY BETWEEN NORTH VIETNAMESE AND COMMUNIST 

PATHET LAO TROOPS NEAR SARAVANE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. THERE IS MOUNTING EVIDENCE 

OF A GROWING RIFT BETWEEN PATHET LAO FORCES AND NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS. WITHIN 

THE LAST SIX WEEKS, MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED PATHET LAO, INCLUDING SOME HIGHER-LEVEL 

OFFICERS, HAVE JOINED UP WITH ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES, CITING MXKXM NORTH VIETNAMESE 

MISTREATMENT OF CIVILIANS, EXCESSIVE RECE TAXZTION, ASSASSINATION, AWD OPPRESSION 

AS REASONS FOR THEIR DEFECTIONS. SIGNIFICANTLY, K FIFTEEN OF THE HIGHER -AEMRTEMX 

OFFICERS, THREE OF THEM LT COLONELS, HAD SERVED WITH THE PATHET LAO KOMMAND STRUCTURE 

FOR FROM TEN TO EIGHTEEN YEARS PRIOR TO THEIR DECISION TO REJOIN THE GOVERNMENT | 

FROM: BARNES :



BAN HOULI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 171600 MAY '71 BX 

usIS PASS TO AC*S USAID 

® PRIORITY * 

( STD 16 MAY 71 ) 

LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS WITHDREW SUNDAY UNDER HEAVY NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSURE FROM 
TWO IMPORTANT DEFENSE POSITIONS ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, ABOUT FORLY KILOMETERS 
EAST OR PAKSE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 
2. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE TWO POSITIONS, PAKSONG AND BAN HOUEL SAI, 
SOME FIFTEEN KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSONG, STARTED SEVERAL DAYS AGO WITH SHELLINGS 
AND GROUND PROBES. SATURDAY NIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS BEGAN AFULL SCALE OFFENSIVE 
AND BY SUNDAY NOON ENTERED THE TOWN OF PAKSONGe GOVERNMENT TROOPS WITHDREW FROM 
THE TOWN. AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, THE GOVERNMENT GARRISON AT BAN HOUEI SAI WAS ORDERED 
TO EVACUATE ITS RSXX@EBNPOSITION WHICH WERE THREATENED WITH ENCIRCLEMENT. NORTH 
VIET ‘AMESE TROOPS WERE REPORTED TO HAVE CUTROUTE TWENTYsIHREE BETWEEN PAKSONG AND 
PAKSE. 
3 GOVERNMENT FORCES STILL HOLD SEVERAL ISBLATED POSITIONS ON WM THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, 
BHT THE LOSS OF PAKSONG AND BAN HOUEI SAI WOULD PRESZNT A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE 
SECURITY OF THIS AREA IN SOJTHRN LAOS. 
le THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TREED ONCE BEFORE, ABOUT FIVE MONTHS AGO, TO TAKE BAN HOUEI SAI 
BUT WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW AFTER SMIRKERING HEAVY LOSSES. 

SUFFERING 

FROM: BARNES.



_( BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 200911 May 71 

USIS AG 

" PRIORITY " 

USIS VIENTIANE USINFO DID 18 MAY IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
1. THE MILITARY SITUATHON IN SOUTHERN LAOS REMAINS SERIOUS WITH SIGNS OF NORTH 
VIETNAMES TROOPSREMSGLIBATING CONSOLIDATING THEIR NEW POSITIONS ON THE WESTERN 
PART OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. 
2. NO NEW FIGHTING ERUPTED IN THE ERAAREA SINCE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE " BLITZ " 
OFFENSIVE ON SUNDAY AGAINST PAKSONG AND BAN HOUEI SAI,SOME FORTY-FIVE KILOMETERS 
EAST AND SIXTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF PAKSE,RESPECTIVELY AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE, 
HOWEVER,SPOTTED TRACKS OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TANKS IN THE VICINITY OF BAN HOUEI Sal. 
3. THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS OF A DIRECT THREASTTHREAT TO THE TOWN OF PAKSE,EVEN 
THOUGH NORTH VIETNAMEDE TROOPS ARE REBORTED ABOUT THIRTY= FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF 
THE CITY.AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES IN PAKSE DECIDED TO 
RECOMMEND AN EVACUATION OF DEPENDENTS OF AMRICAN PERSONNEL STATIONED IN PAKSE,ABOUT 
FIFTY WOMEN AND CHILDREN ARE BEING FLOWN TUESDAY EVENING TO VIENTIANE WHILE MEN, 
ABOUT ONE HUNDRED OF THEM,REMAIN. 
), ELSEWHERE IN LAOS, THE SITUATION REMAINS UNCLEAR EAST OF SAVANNAKHET IN SOUTH 
CENTRAL LAOS, WHERE NORTH VIETNAMESE ROCKETS DESTROYED MONDAY ABOUT SEVENTYFIVE 
PERCENT OF THE TOWN OF DONG HENE. THH CIVILIAN POPULATION AND THE MILITARY GARRISON 
OF DONG HENE MOVED OUT OF THE BURNING TOWN IN THE DINECTION OF SENO, ABOUT HALF WAY 
BETWEEN DONG HENE AND SAVANNAKHET., IT WAS REPORTED LATE MONDAY NIGHT THAT A 
GOVERNMENT MILITARY CONVOY WAS AMBUSHED ON THE ROAD EAST OF SENO AND THE SIX TRUCKS 
OF THE CONYOY HAD TO BE ABANDONED. 

5. ONLY SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND LIGHT SHELLINGS WERE REPORTED IN THE ARBA SOUTHWEST 
OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, WHILE NO ENGAGEMENTS TOOK PLACE IN THE REGION OF THE ROYAL 
CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. SS 

e ACCORDING TO A DELAYED REPORT NORTH VIETNAMESE TRBECPS ATTACKED AND OCCUPIED LAST 
FRIDAY THE VILLAGE OF BAN MUONG IN NORTH WESTERN LAOS CLOSE TO THE BORDER WITH 
THAILAND, THE VILLAGE, ABOUT ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF SAYABOURY, WAS 
REPORTEDLY ATTACKED BY AT LEAST TWO NORTH TL RTNAHES E BATTAMGN AND THE SMALL 

ERNMENT GARRISON WAS FORCED OUT OF ITS DEFENCES POSITIONS. < 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USES 221610 nahin BX 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

® PRIORITY * a 

( DED 21 MAY 71 ) 
IN | 

1. THE MILITARY SITUATIONSXER LAOS REMAINS VIRTUALLY UNCHANGED. : 
2. IN SOUTHERN LAOS ONLY ONE CLASH WAS REPORTED BETWEEN GOVERNMENT UNITS AND NORTH 

VIETNAMESE TROOPS. THE CLASH OCCURRED SOME TEN KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG. 

3. FURTHER NORTH, A FMW SCATTERED CLASHES THOK PLACE SOUTH OF KONG KEK, ABOUT SIR.TY 

KILOMETERS SOUTHERST OF SAVANNAKHET. ACCORDING TO REPORTS BORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ENTERED 

THE TOWN OF DONG HENE WHICH WAS PRACTICALLY WIPED OUT BY NORTH VIETNAMESE ROCKETS LAST 

MONDAY. NO CONTACTS, HOWEVER, WERE REPORTED BY THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS REGROUPED WEST 

OF THE STRICKEM EOQXWMX TOWN. 

lh. ONLY A FEW MINOR SKIRMMSHES AND ONE ARTILLERY EXCHANGE WERE REPORTED FROM THE AREA 

SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. 

5 IN THE VICINITY OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG, GOVERNMENT FORCES REOCCUPIED 

SEVERAL LOCALITIES NORTH OF THE NAM OU REVER, ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE 

CAPITAL. 
6, GENERAL TIAO SAYAVONG, COMMANDING THE MILITARY REGION OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL, STATED 

IN AN INTERVIEW THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES IN THE LUANG PRABANG AREA ARs DEFEATED 

AND WILL N@T BE ABLE FOR SOME TEME TO MOUNT ANY OFFENSIVE OPERATION. THE GENERAL SINGLED 

OBT THE PILOTS OF THE ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE AND COMMANDO UNITS AS THE REAL HEROS IN THE 

DEFENSE OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL AT A TIME WHEN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE ONLY FIVE KILOMETERS 

FROM THE CITY. 

7. ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM PAKSE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, A PATHET LAC SOLDIER BROUGHT TO 

SAFE-TY INTO GOVERNMENT LINES ELEVEN FAMILI£S FROM THE COMMUNIST OCCUPIED I&RRITORY. 

FROM: BARNES



BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS 261447 MAY'721 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

" PRIORITY * 

(DID 25 MAY 71 ) 

1, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAGS TUESDAY REMAINS VIRTUALLY UNCHANGED. 

2e GOVERNMENT FORCES PROTKCTING THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABAMB CLASHED TWICE 

MONDAY WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE CAPITAL. 

IN BOTH CASES JHE NORTH VIENTNAMSSE BROKE THE ENGAGEMENT AFTER A BRIEF EXCHANGE OF FIRE 

3 GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM LONG, THIRTY KILOMETERS NORiH OF IHE PLAIN OF JARS, 

WERE SUBJECTED MONDAY TO NORTH VIETNAMESE MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE, WHECH CAUSED 

LITTLE DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTIES. A NORTH VIETNAMESE GROUND ATTACK IN THE EARLY HOURS 

MONDAY WAS REPULSED BY THE DEFENDERS. TI NORTH VIETNAMESE LEFT THIRTY OF THEIR 

KILLED ON THE BATTLEFIELD. 

h. ONLY A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM SOUTHERN LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VI: NTLANE USS 276955 MAY'71 

UIs PasS TO AC'S USAID 

t PRICRITY * 

( BID 26 MW 71 ) 

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS REMAINS UNCHANGED WEDNESDAY, & 

2, SPORADIC SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND A BEW ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORIED BOTH BROM 

THE NORTHERN AND THE SOUTHERN REGIONS OF THE KINGDOM, BUT NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY 

ACTIN DEVELOPED IN ANY OF THE AREAS OF% CURRENT OPERATIONS. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 311500 MAY '¢z, 

usIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

* PRIORITY * 
( DID 29 MAY 71 ) 

1. NORTH VIETNAMESE THROOPS RAIDED THE REFNGEE VILLAGE OF PHO CUM NORTH OF PLAIN 
OF JARS, KILLING SEVEN CIVILIANS AND WOUNDING FOUR MORE. 
2. DURING THE PAST FIVE DAYS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE KILLED AT LEAST THIRTY FIVE 
CIVILIANS IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA BY DIRECT ATTACKS OR BY INDISCRIMINATE ROCKET 
AND ARTILLERY FIRE ON VILLAGES. ANOTHER THIRTY CIVILIANS WERE WOUNDED IN THESE 
ATTACKS. UNITS, 
3- GOVERNMENT ZUNIBG,OPERATIOG IN THE GENERAL AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS 
CAPTURED AFTER A CLASH FRIDAY A STORE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE AMMUNITION. 
ho GOVERNMENT POSITIONS SOME FOURTEEN KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS 
PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS WERE FRIDAY UNDER A STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE ASSAULT, 
BOTH BY MSZXK MORTARFIRE AND BY GROUND ATTACKS. GOVERNMENT UNITS WERE FORCED TO 
WITHDRAW A SHORT DISTANCE AND TO SET UP NEW DEFENSIVE POSITIONS. 
5. ONLY A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS OF LAOS. 
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BAN HOUEI sal VIENTIANE USIS 322525 MAY'71 

UsIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

( DTD 30 MAY §1 ) 

1. THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS REMAINS UNCHANGED SUNDAY. 

2. ONLY A FEW SCATTERRED SKIRMSSHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM 

VARIOUS REGIONS OF THE KINGDOM. 

FROMSBARNES « 
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BAN HOUEI SAI : VIENTIANE usis 011200 JUNE'71 

us. S PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY # 

(DTD 31 MAY 71 ) 

1. THE PRIME MINISTER OF LAOS, PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA, CALLED ON THE PL LEADER, 
PRINCE SCMPHANOUUONG, TO START IMMEDIATE AND SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS WITH A FLE-XIBLE 
AGENDA TO PERMIT BOTH PARTIES TO RAISE ANY ISSUE LIKELY TO SPEED UP THE PARLEYS 
2. IN A LETTER DATED MAY TWENTYSIXTH AND PUBLISHED TODAY, MONDAY, PRIME MINISTER 
SOUVANNA ASSURED PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG THAT HIS LATEST PROPOSALS REGARDING PEACE 
TALKS WERE CAREFULLY STUDIED BY THE LAO GOVERNMENT AND FOUND WANTING IN CONCRETE 
NESS THE PRIME MINISTER BLAMES THAT LACK, IN PART, ON THE FACT THAT THE PL SPECIAL 
ENVOY, SOUK VONGSAK, CAME TO VIE AS A MERE MESSENGER, WITHOUT ANY REAL NEGOTIATIONS 
POWERS. PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA SUGGESTED IN HIS LETTER THAT SOUK VONGSAK EXGM EITHER 
THE EMPOWERED TO CONDUCT SUBSTANTIAL NEGOTHATIONS OR BE REPLACED BY SOMEONE ELSE 
WITH APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY. 
3, THE LAO PRIME MINISTER STRESSED ALSO THAT THE PRE=CONDITIONS ADVANCED WITHOUT 
EXPLANATION BY THE PL LEADER SEEM TO BE QUITE POINTLESS AND ONLY INTENDED AS A 
MEANS OF GAINING TIME, WHILE IT IS REALLY URGENT TO ARRIVE AT A CEASE-FIRE, BOTH 
ON THE GROUND AND IN THE AIR. 
le IN CLOSING, PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE PL LEADER 
WILL SERIOUSLY CONSIDER THE LAO GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS IF, AS HE MAINTAINS, HE REALLY 
WISHES TO PUTR AN EMRE END TO THE BLOODSHED IN LAOS, 

EARLY 

FROM: BARNES. 

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE uSIS 0211)2 JUNE'71 

UsIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY " 

( DTD 01 JUNE 71 ) 

1. NORTH VIENTNAMESE FORCES TUBSDAY CONTINUED THEIR PRESSURE AUAINST LAO GOVERNMENT 
POSITIONS IN THE AREA OF THE VILLAGE OF BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. 
2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS, WELL DUG-IN IN THEIR HILL TOP POSITIONS AROUND BOUAM LONG, 
ARE TAKING HEAVY TOLL OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WHO, FOR MORE THAN A WEEK NOW, B 
KEEP PROBING THESE POSITIONS BY GROUND ATTACKS AS WELL AS BY ROCKET, MORTAR AND 

: ARTILLERY FIRE. SO FAR, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SUCCEEDED IN KILLING AND WOUNDING 
ABOUT NINETY CIVILIANS BY INDISCRIMINATE SHELLINGS OF NEIGHBORING VILLAGES. 
3. IN SOUTHERN LAOS NORTH VIETNAMESE TxOOPS CONTINUED THEIR ATTACKS AGAINST GOViRN] 
MENT POSITIONS SOME FOURTEEN TO FIFTEEN KILOMETERSEAST OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS 
PLATEAU. AT ONE POINT OF THE BATTLE MONDAY, A GOVcRNMENT UNIT WAS FORCED TO WITHDRAW 
ABOUT ONE KILOMETER TO THE WEST, WHERE IT S&T UP NEW DEFENSIVE POSITIONSER GOVERNMEN 
ARTILLERY AND PLANES SUPPORT THE DEFENDERS. 
le ONLY A FEW SCATTERRED CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER 
REGIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 

FROM: BARNES. 
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BAN HU-EI SAI VIENTIANE USIS O3L4K5 JUNE'71 

uIs PASS TO AC'S SAID 

" PRICRITY * 

( DTD 02 JUNE 71 ) 

1,THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS REMAINED VIRTUALLY STATIONERY WEDNESDAY. 

2 GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, CONTINUE TO 

BE SHELLED BY NORTH VIBINAMESE GUNNERS, BUT NO SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS WERE REPORTED 

FROM THE ARMA. 

3 INTERMISTENT ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED IN SOUTHERN BAOS SOME FIFTEEN 

KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. 

4 ONLY A FEW SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES OCCURRED ELSEWHERE IN THE KINGDOM. 

FROM: NAUGHTON.



BAN HOUEX SAI VIENTIANE USIS 07160 JUNE'71 

USI pass To ac’ USAED 

. / " PRIGKITY " 
S 

= ( DTD 0) JUNE 71 ) 

1. THE MALITARY SIT-UATION IN LAOS FRIDAY REMAINED UNCHANGED. 

2 NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS BY ARTILLERY AND MORTAR FIRE, AS WILL AS BY GROUND 

PROBES, CONTINUED IN THE AREA OF BOU AM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. THE WELL 

ENTRENC+HED GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE REPORTED TO BE HOLDING OUT WELL AND INFLICDING SK 

SERIOUS LOSSES ON THE ATTACKERS. 

3. ONLY A FEW SCATTERES SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY EXCeHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM 

OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 
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BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE uUSIS 071645 JUNE'71 

UsIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

* PRIORITY " 

( DID 05 JUNE 71 ) 

1. THE MELITRRY SITUATION IS LAOS REMAINED UNCHANGED SATURDAY. ONLY A FEW MINOR 

CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED FROM VARIOUS REGIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 

zg 

FROMP NAUGHTON. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS WS = JUNE'71 

usIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

" PRIORITY " 

( DID 09 JUNE 71 ) 

Le VERY LITTZE MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED I L@OS WEDNESDAY 

2, SEASONAL MONSOON RAINS, WHICH STARTED OVER MUCH OF LAOS SOME TEN BUX& BAYS 
ARE 

AGO{ SAID TO uE ONE REASON FOR THE RULE MILITARY OPERATION. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 112450 SUNE'71 

usIS PASS TO AC'S USAIB. 

“ PRIORITY * 

( DTD 10 JUNE 71 ) 

IWE MILITRRY SITUATION IN LAOSREM REMAINS VERTUALLY UNCHANGED THERSDAY 

WXXXM WITH ONLY A FEW MINOR SKIRMISHES REPORTED FROM VARIOUS REGIONS OF 

THE GHDEGeK COUNTRY. 
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Bee Bal HOURT Sal VIENTIANE WSIS. mAh? SOIT | 

= a . wis Pass TO AC's USAID y 

7 2 “w pRtorrre © | 

; F . ( DID 11 JUNE 71). oy gees Babe 

} sy WORTH VIRWNAMESE FORCES THURSDAY MIGHT AND FRIDAY RENEWED THEIR ATTAGS. 
2) .  AGRENST LAO GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THE WESTERN BOLOVEMS PLATEAU AREA IN SOUTHERN: Lacs 
a -a AFTER SEVERAL DAYS OF RELATIVELY LOW MILITARY ACTIVITY, NORTH VIBTNAMESE TROOPS 

ee BY AT LEAST FOUR SVIET BULLT TANKS, THERSDAY NIGHT LAUNCHED A STRONG 
7. ‘GK AGAINST GOVERNMENT POSITIONS SOME SIXTEEN KILOMBTERS WEST OF PAKSONG, THE 
jones ZMOTTAL, WME VERERAMESE THRUST, ALONG ROUTE TWENTY THREE BETWEEN PAKSONG AND 
E AKSE, GUT THRGUGH GOVERNMENT TROOPS AND FORCED THEM TO SPLIT TO BOTH SIDES OF 
(sss PR.aRRGWaY,y “ONE OF THE NORTH VIRTNAMESE TANKS WAS REPORTED DESTROYED BY ROKXKNMS | 
‘a .. , A@OVagIBM GUNNERS. RELNFORCRMENTS WERE SENT FROM PAKSE AND HEAVY FIGHTING IN THE | 
ee AREA GUMTINTED DURING THE DAY, FRIDAY. : | 
a 3a 18 OTHER DEVELOPMENTS MORTH VIETNAMESE OMMNERS CONTINMED INTERMITTENT XMKXXIx 
. SHILLING GF GOVERRMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLALM OF JARS. 
fa lye ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIE NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS DESTROYED A MEMW 
: REFUGEE VILLAGE JOST NORTH OF BOUAM LONG, AND ABDUCTED NEARLY THE ENTIRE CIVILIAN 
- POPULATION OF SOME TWO THOUSAND PEOPLE. 
— Bo 0 SIGINMFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 
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BA’ WGusl SA VIENTIANE uUsIS 11155 JUNE'7L 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY ® 

( DID 12 JUNE! 7a ) 

1. FIGHTING CONTINUED FRIDAY AND SATURDAY CN TEE WESTERN EDGE OF THE POLOVENS 
PLATHAU IN SCUIHERN LAOS FOLLOWING STRONG NORTH VIWTNAMESE ATTACKS AGAINST GOVERNMENT 
POSITIONS THURSDAY NIGHT AND FRIDAY. 
2, THURSDAY NIGHT'S NORTH VIETNAMBSB ATTACK, SPEARHHADED BY AT LEAST FOUR TANKS, 
SLICED THROUGH GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE SPLITTING THEM INTO 
GROUPS SOUTH AND NORTH OF THE HIGHWAY. DURING THE DAY, FRIDAY, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
CONTINUED ATTACKING GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THE AREA AND SUCCEEDED IN OVERRUNING SOME 
DEFENSE POSITIONS ONLY ‘IWENTYFG@UR KILOMETERS FROM PAKSE. 
3 GOVERNMENT REINFORCEMENTS WERE RUSHED TO THE AREA FIDAY. 
le IN NORTHERN LAOS, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FRIDAY CONIINUED SHELLING GOVERNMENT 
OUTPOSTS AT BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. 
5, NO SIGNIRECANT MILITARY ACTION WAS REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS, 

FROM NAUGHTON. 
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BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE usis 151033 SONE'71 

USIS PASS TO AG'S USAID 

PRIORITY 

( DID 14 JUNE 71 # 

1. NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS CONTINUE TO EXERT PRESSURE ON LAO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS 

AROUND BOUAM LONG NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, AND ON THE 

WESTERN EDGE OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE SOUTH. 

2. EARLY SUNDAY MORNING ONE BOVERNMENT @UTPOSTHKX NEAR BOUAN LONG WAS LOST TO 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, BUW WAS RETAKEN BY GOVERNMENT UNITS LATER IN THE DAY. 

3 IN SOUTHERN LAOS, GOVERNMENT FORCES WHICH WERZ SPLIT AND PUSHED BACK BY A 

SUDDEN NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACK THURSDAY NUGHT AND FRIDAY, ARE IN PROCESS OF REGRO® 

UPING AND BORMING A NEW LINS OF DEFENSE A FEW KILOMETERS WEST OF THEIR FORMER 

POSITIONS. ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE, LAO AIR FORCE PLANES, FLYING 

CLOSE SUPPORT MISSIONS FOR THE EMBATTLED GOVERNMENT TROOPS, INFLICIED HEAVY LOSSES 

ON THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND SLOWED DOWN THEIR ATTACK. AT LEAST THREE OF THE FOUR 

NORTH VIZTNAMESE TANKS USED IN THE INITIAL THRUST WERE DESTROYED. 

,, THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS REPORTED RELATIVELY QUIET. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 161005 JUNE'71 

USIS PASS TO ac'S USAID 

" PRIORITY " 
( DID 15 JUNE 71 ¥ 

le NORTH VIETNAMESE T:xiOOPS MONDAY NIGHT AND THESDAY ENEWED THEIR ATTACKS AGAINST 

GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ON THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE BOLOVENS PLATERU IN SOUSHERN 

LAOS. 
2. ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MONDAY NIGHT 
LAUNCHED A STRONG NEW ATTACK ON GOVERNMENT TROOPS DEPLOYED ALONG ROUTE TWENTY «IHREE 

SOMERONE {TWENTY FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF PAKSE. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACK WAS REPORTED= 

LY SUPPORTED BY A TANK. HEAVY FIGHTING CONTINUED THROUGHOUT iHE NIGHT INTOM DAYTIME 

HOURS TUESDAY. 
3. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ALSO CONTINUED THEIR PRESSURE AGAINST LAO GOVERNMENT DEFENSE 
POSITIONS AROUND BOUAM LONG, NCRTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. ARTI- 
LLERY EXCHANGES AND LIGHT GROUND PROBES WER REPORTED FROM THE AREA. 
he NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM OTHERK REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 
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BAN HOULI Sal VIENTIANE usIS 17183 JUNE" 71 

uSIS PaSS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

( DID 16 JUNE 71 ) 

le NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS WEDNESDAY CONTINUED TO SHELL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS aT BOUAM 

LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN@OF SARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

2, ACCORDING IG R&PORTS REACHING VIENTIANE, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE BOMBARDMENTS OF BOUA 

LONG INCREASED MARKEDLY IN THE LAST TWO DaYS, IT IS ESTIMATED HAT ABOUT EIGHT HUNDRED 

ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY MORTAR AND ROCKET FIRE e/a AT BOUAM LONG IN THE LAST 

DAY AND A HALF. GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY FIRED BACK AT SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNN 

GUN EMPLACEMENTS . 

3~ IN SOUTHERN LAOS, SPORADIC FIGHTING WAS REPORTED FROM THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE 

BOLOVENS PLATENU , WHERE MONDAY NIGHT AND TRESDAY MORWING GOVERNMENT FORCES REPULSED 

A STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE GROUND ATTACK, SPEARHEADED BY A TANK. 

le THE REST OF LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ONLY A FEW SCATTZRED SKIRMISHES 

REPORTED. 

FROM: NAUGHTON.



BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE usIS 181000 JUNE'71 

uSIS PASS TO AC'S BSAID 

" PRIORITY " 

( DID 17 JUNE 71 ) 

1. NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS THURSDAY MAINTAINED ROCKET, MBXXXXMORTAR, AND ARTILLERY 

FIRE AGAINST LAC GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JAaS 

IN NORTH CEWTRAL LAOS. GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY FIRED BACK AT NORTH VIETNAMESE GUN 

POSTTIONS « 
2. THE SITUATION S IN SOUTHERN LAOS REMAINS TENSE, ALTHOUGH NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY 
ABTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM:THE AREA OF THE WESTERN BOLOVENS PLATEAU. ACCORDING TO 
REPORTS REACHING VTE, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SEEM TO BE BRINGING REINFORCEMENTS INTO 

THE AREA. WERE 
3. ONLY MINOR SKIRMISHES AND ARTELLRY EXCHANGES/®R REPORTED OTHEX REGIONS OF LAOS. 

, FROM: NAUGHTON.



BAN HOULI SAI VIENTIANE uUSIS 211427 JUNE'71 

us{s PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

" PRIORITY " 

( DID 18 JUNE 71 ) 

1.THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATEBN IN LAOS FRIDAY REMAINS BASICALLY UNCHANGED. 

2. ON THE NIGHT OF JUNE 16/17 NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS MOUNTED TWO GROUND 

ATTACKS AGAINST BOVERNMENT POSITICNS Ai BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS 

IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. EACH ATTACK WAS PRECEDED BY AN ARTILLERY BARRAGE, 

BOTH ATTACKS WERE REPOLSED BY THE DEFENDERS, AND THE NOR@H VIEB®NAMESE LOST AT 

LEAST FIFTY OF THEIR TROOPS KILLED. 

3. NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS Re#PORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON . 

(BX)



we 
BAN HOUERI SAI VIENTIANE USIS ~~ 222432 JUNE'7L 

Ug PASS Tu AC'S USAID. 

W dIORITY " 

( DID > JUNE 71 ) 

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION INLaoS SATURDAY REMAINS UNCHANGED. 

2. GOVERNMENT TROCPS DEFENDING {HE BOUAM LONG AREA, NORTH OF THE PLAIN 

OF JARS IN NORTH C.NTRAL LAOS, )ePORTED SEVERAL MMXXKX MORTAR AND ARTILLERY 

EXCHANGES WITH THE ENCROACHING NOrrH VIETNAMESE FORCES. 

Be ONLY A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE X£PORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON, 

(BR)
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-* Xe ON LY A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES ‘Asp SPOREDIC ARTILLERY AND MORTAR EXCHANGES 

iF WERE REPORTED MONDAY FRIM VARIOUS PARTS OF LAOS. THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION 

REMAINS UNCHANGED. : 

ae ee ta 

_. : FROYt NAUGHTOM. . 

os ‘ (Bx)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 231225 JUNE'71 

uSIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. ' 

" PRIORITY * 

( DTD 22 JUNE 71 ) 

1. NORTH VIEMNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE SHILLING GOVERNMENT DEFENSE POSITION aT 

BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JAXS IN NORTH CuNTRAL LAOS. 

2. ACCORDING REPORTS REACHING VTE THESDAY, AT LEAST 2000 ROUNDS OF MORTAR, ARTILLERY, 

AND ROCKET FIRE WERE DIRECTED AT THE BOUNM LONG POSITIONS DURING THE PRECEDING NIGHT. 

GOVERNMENT ARTILLEAY FIRED sACK AJ ME THE SUSPECTED NORTH VIETNAMBSE GUN EMPLACEMENTS 

3. SCARTERED PATROL CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM AN AREA SOM SEVENTY FIVE KILOMETERS 

NORTHEAS? OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP. 

he OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS WinxE RELATIVELY CALM. LAO MINISTARY ORTIXITIES INDICAIE THAT 

HEAVY MONSOON RAINS IN MOST AREAS OF LAOS MAKE OPERATION DIFFICULT FOR BOTH SIDE. 

NAUGHTON. 

(BX) 

, af



BAN HCUEI SAL VIENTIANR USISX 241102 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

( DID i sue 71) 

1. THERE IS NO CHANGE IN THE OVER ALL MINITRRY SITUATION IN LAOS. 

2. ONLY A FEW SCARTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE R#PORTED WEDNESDAY 

ERGMK FROME VARIOUS REGION OF THE KINGDOM. 

, FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)



BAN HOUBL SAL VIENTIANE uSIS 251430 JUNE'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

“ PRIOWITY * 

( DTD 2 JUNE 71 ) 

1, SIGHT MORE CIVILIANS WERE KILLED wEDNESDAL BY INDISCRIMINATE NORV JILYNAMESE 2% 
SHELLINGS OF LAO VILLAGES IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 
2, OVER ONE HUNDRED TWENTY CIVILIANS HAVE BEEN KILLED OR WOUNDED BY NORTH VIEIHAMuSE 
GUNFIRE AND SAPPZR ATTACKS IN THE AREA OF BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, IN 
THE PASI SIX WEEKS THAT IS, SINCZ THE NORTH VIETNAMESE LAID SIEGE TO LAO GOVERNMENT 
I DEFENSE POSITIONS IN THE ARZA. ON SOM® OCCASIONS, NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDC HZ UNITS 
ATTACKED VILLAGES, FIRING WEAPONS INTO HUTS AND THROWING SATCHEL CHARGES INIC DUG-OUTS 
WHERE THE VILLAGERS SOUGHT SKELTER FROM NORTH VIEINAMESB AR@ILLERW AND ROCKET FIRE. 
IN ONE INCIDENT, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE BURNED TO THE GROUND AN ENTIRE VELLAGES OF SOME 
SEVENTY HOUSES AND ABDUCTED BNE MOST OF THE POPULATION. 
3. ONLY LIGHT MILITARY ACYIVITY WAS REPORTHL FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. A FEW SCATTERED 
SMALL UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG, IN THE 
SOUZH LAC GOVERNMENY ARTILLEKY IS REPORYED FIRING AT NORTH VIETNAMES» GROUP CONCENTRAT~ 
IONS EQST OF PAKSE ALONG THE RACD 10 PAKSONG ON THE BOULOVENS PLATEUA. 

FROM: LASKOWSKI 

(BX)



_ BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE USIS 281703 JUNE'71 

uSIS "PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

( DID 26 JUNE 71 ) 

1. THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS SATURDAY REMAINS UNCHANGED. 
2, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE HEAVY SHELLINGS OF LAO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS IN 
JHE AREA OF BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. TWO NORTH 
VIETNAMESE GROUND PROBES IN THE AREA WERE THROWN BACK BY THE DEFENDERS. 
3, A NUMBER OF SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE’ REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)



BAN HOUsI SAT VIENT LANE USIS 291515 JUNE'71 

. USL S PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

" PRIORITY © 

( DID 28 JUNE 71 ) 

‘Le NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS CONTINUE SHELLING LAO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AT BOUAM 
LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, BUT THERE IS 

NO CHANGE IN THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION MONDAY IN LAOS. 
2. SEVERALL SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE AREA SOUTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. 
3,LIGHT CONTACTS WERE ALSO REPORTED IN SOUTHERN LAOS ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE & 

BETWEEN/ HEAVY MONSOON RAINS KEEP MILITARY OPERATIONS AT A LOW LEVER, 
& PAKS& AND PAKSONGe 

NAUGHTON. 

(BX)
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BAM HOUEI SAI JIENTIANE usIS 1 
021550 JULY'71 

sis PASS TO AC'S USAID 

” PRIORBYY * 

( DID o} JULY 71 9 

L. GOVERNMENT PATROLS IN THE AREA OF BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN 

NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, REPORTED WEDNESDAY THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE STARTED 

TO WITHDRAW HO.T THXXXKXK OF THEIR MORTARS FROM THE IMMEDLATEX yor say LONG 

GOVERNMENT DEFENSE POSITIONS aT BOUAM LONG WERE UNDER NORTH VIETNAMESE SIEGE FOR 

ABOUT SIX WEEKS WETH BAILY SHELLINGS, MOSTLY BY MORTARS, BUT ALSO BY ROCKETS AND 

ARTILLERY » ~ 

2~ ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VIENTIANE, GOVERNMENT TROOPS WHICH TUEBDAY EVACUR 

EVACUATED DEFENSE POSITIONS NEAR THE VILLAGE OF PHOU VIENG, SOME EIGHTEEN KILOMETERS 

NORTHWEST OF BOUAM LONG, WERE FOLLOWED BY OVER TWO THOUSAND CIVILIANS FROM THE VILLAGE. 

PHOU VIENG HAS BEEN FOR Sy dial oaeERUDER INTENSE NORTH VIETNAMESE BOMBARDMENT WHICH 

KILLED MANY VILLAG#RS. 

3. ONLY A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE SOUTHERN PART OF LAOS. ONE 

CLASH TOOK PLACE IN THE VECINITY OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS EAST OF Saget 

SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE. MUONG PHANANE FELL TO THE NORTH VIETNAMES LAST MARCH. 

IN MAY NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS USED ROCKET FIRE TO DESTROY THE TOWN OF DOD HENE, SOME 

THIRTY-FIVE KILOMETERS WEST OF MUONG PHALANE, AND XN LATE MARCH AND EARLY JUNE MOVED 

TO WITHIN RORTY KILOMETERS OF SAVANNAKHET, DONG HENE WAS REOCCUPIED BY GOVERNMENT 

TROOPS IN MIDEJUNE. 
FROM NAUSBEN, 

(Bx)



BAN HOUEI SAl VIENTIANE USIS 051345 JULY'71 

USIS PasS TO AD'S USAID 

" PRIORIIY * 

( DID 03 JULY 71 ) 

1, MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN LOAS FRIDAY AND STURDAY CONTINUED LEVEL. ONLY 

A B&W LIGHT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM NORTH CENTRAL LAOS AND an 

NEWR THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE SOUTH. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)



BAN HGUEI SAI VIENTIANE 
USIS 051645 JULY'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

( DTD o2 JULY 71 ) 

1,THERE WAS VERY LIVTLE MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS THURSDAY AND FREDAY. 

ONLY A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE 

COUNTRY. COVERNYZNT POSITIONS ai’ BOUAM LONG, NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS 

IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, HAD ITS FIRST QUIET DAY IN MORE THAN SIX WEEKS. 

NOT A SINGLE NORTH VIETNAMESE SHELL FELL ON BOUAM LONG IN THE TWENTY-FOUR 

HOURS ENDING FRIDAY AT NOON. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 061300 JULY'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

“ PRIORITY " 

( DID 05 JULY'71 ) 

Le MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN LAOS DURING THE WEEKEND CONTINUED AT A VERY LOW LEVEL. 

ONLY A FEW MINOR ENGAGEMENTS WER REPORTED FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE BSMEX 

COUNTRY. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)



wr 

BAN HCUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS 091600 JULY'71 

usIs PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY " 

( DID 08 JULY'71 ) 
IN 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT PATROLS/Z&%M THE LAST FEW DAYS MOVED ON TO THE SOUTHERN 

APPROACHES OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING 
VIEWZNAMESE 

ANY SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION FROM NORTHXXEX FORCES. GOVERNMENT TROOPS 

UNCOVERED A NUMBER OF NORTH VIETNAMESE CACHES CONTAINING MOSTLY FOODSTUFFS, 

| »BUT NOT MUCH ARMS OR AMMUNITION. 

2, IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS CLASHED WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE 

UNITS IN AND AROUND THE TOWN OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME WINETY-FIVE KILOMETERS 

EAST OF SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE. 

3. IN SOUTHERN LAOS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS MOVING ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE WEDNESDAY 

ENCOUNTERED STIFF NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS EAST OF 
ABOUT ‘AND A HALF, 

PAKSE. THE ENGAGEMENT, WHICH LASTED FORSHSEX AN HOUR XKE NGEK/ DEVELOPED INTO 

: EGX XXBWEEXBEXTWKKH A DUEL BETWEEN GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY AND NORTH VIETNAMESE 

MORTARS « 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)
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BAN HOUKI SAI BAN HGUKI SAI usIs 0916)0 JULY'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

( DTD 08 JULY 71 ) 

1. THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT HAS PROPOSED AN IMMEDAATEXX CEASE-FIRE WITHIN 

MXXHXN A THIRTY KILOMETERS KAM RAD IUS OF THE PLAIN OF 

JARS AIRPORT IN ORDER TO GET PEACE TALKS WITH THE PATHET LAO STARTED WITHOUT FURTHER 

DELAY. 

2. IN A MESSAGE TO PATHE? LAO READER PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG, SENT JULY FIFTH AND PUBLIS= 

HED JULY EIGHTH , AMLXXEXRIHXXME THE PRIMEMINISTER OF LAOS, PRINCE SOUVANNAPHOUMA, 

STATED .THAT THE OBJECT OF THE PROPOSED CEASE@FIRE AROUND THE PLAIN OF JARS IS TO COMM= 

ENCE THE PARLEYS ON THE PLAIN AND IN VIENTIANE, AS SUGGESTED BY PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG 

IN HIS LETTER OF JUNE TWENTY=SECOND. ACCORDING TO THE GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL, THESE 

CONVERSATIONS ARE TO LEAD TO A COMPLETE CiASE«FIRE OVER THE ENTILE TERRITORY OF LAOS, 

AND TO DISCUSSIONS OF ALL OTHER OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS OF LAOS. 

3. IN AN UNRELATED DEVELOPMENT, GENERAL BOUNPONE MARTHEPHA=RAKS THURSDAY ASSUMED THE 

DUTIES OF COMMANDEReINeCHIEF OF THE ROYAL LAO ARMED FORCES. GENERAL BOUMPONE SUCCEEDED 

GENERAL OUAN RATHIKOUN RATHIKOUN, WHOM RETIRED. BEFORE ASSUMING HIS NEW DUTIES, GENERA. 
L BOUNPONE SERVED AS COMMANDER OF THE THIRD MILITARY REGION, WITH HEADKUARTERS IN 
SAVANNAKHET 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE USIS 101915 JULY'71 

usIS PASS TC AC'S USAT: 

" PRIORITY * 

( DID o9 JULY 71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS FRIDAY CONTINUED PATROLLING THE SOUTHWESTEKN PART OF THE 

PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS wITHOUT ENCOUNTERING ANY SIGNIFICANT NORTH 

VIETNAMESE OPPOSITICN. GOVERNMENT PATROLS DID, HOWEVER UNCOVER SIZE ABLE NORIH XXELE 

VIETNAMESE CACHES, COMPOS:D PRIMARILY OF FOODSTUFFS, WITH CNLY SMALL AMOUNTS OF 

ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

2. LAO MILITA:.Y SOURCES INDICATE THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS APPARENTLY WERE 

WITHDRAWN FROM THE AREA FOR THE CURRENT RAINY SEASON. THIS HAS HAPPENTEL IN PREVICUS 

YEARS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 1970 SEASON OF 1970 WHEN IMPORTANT NORTH VIETNAMESE 

FORCES REMAINED SOUTHWEST OF THis PLAIN OF JARS, 

3. ONLY A FaW SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE RusPORTED FROM OTHER PART OF LAOS.’ 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)



we * 

BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIAN:. 
USIS 121125 JULY'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORIpy « 

( DID 10 JULY 71 ) 

1. THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT FRIDAY CATEGORICALLY DENIED CERTAIN PRESS ALLEGATIONS 
THAT THE CURRENT MILITARY OPERATIONS ON THE PLAIN OF JAXS WER INITIATsD AND ARE CCNDUCTEL 

BY A FOREIGN EMBASSY, AS SUPPOSEDLY STATED BY A LAO MILITARY SPOKESMAN. 
2 "THE ROYAL"& LAO GOVERNMENT, " SAYS THE COMMUNIQUE, " DENIES IN THE MOST FORMAL FASHI- 
ON THIS ALLEGATION WHICH IS ABSORUTELY GROUNDLESS AND INVENTED IN ITS XNXS ENTIRETY. 

THE PRESENT OPERATION ON THE PLAIN OF JARS HAS BEEN CONCEIVED, PLANNED AND IS BHING EXECU. 
TED BY THE ROYAL LAO ARMED FORCES. THE OPERATION IS CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY THE GENERAL STAFF 
WHICH KEEPS THE ROYAL LAO GOVERMENT INFORMED OF EVEN THE MOST MINUTE DEVELOPMENTS." 
t 

FROM: NAUGHTON.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE iets IOI PUREE. 

uss PASS TM AC'S URAED. 

( PRIORITY ) 
A tao ( DTD 11 MEX JULY 71 ) 

1, XLXB GOVERNMENT PATHOL SATURDAY ENTERED A MEO REFUGEE VILLAGE NEAR PHOU BIA 
IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF BOUAM LONG,NORTH OF THE PLAIN OF JARS,AND FOUND FIFTY. 

ONE CHARRED AND MUTILATED BODIES OF VILLAGERS MANY OF THEM WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

THE EXWERKKMUNDEFENDED VILLAGE WAS RAIDED JUNE NINTH BY NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS 

WHO BURNED DOWN SOME SEVENTY HOUSES OF THE SETTLEMENT AND KILLED MANY CIVILIANS. 

THE EXTENT OF CIVILIANS LOSSESMAS WAS KNKM NOT KNOWN UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT PATROL 

BNTERED THE DESTROYED VILLAGE SATURWAY. PATHET LAO RADIO IN ITS JUNE SEXTEENTH 

BROADCAST CLAIMED THIS RAID AS A VICTORY FOR THEIR FORCES,SAYING THAT(SCORES OF ENEMY 

TROOPS WEE ANNIHILATED AND SEVuNTY DWELLINGS DESTHOYED). 

2, THERE WERE NO GOVEANMANT TROOPS IN THE VILLAGE DURING IH& ATTACK, TEE NEAREST 

COVARNMENT DEFENSS POSITICN WAS ABOUT NINE KIL(MBTERS WEST Al PHCU VIENG. OW JUNE 

TWENTY NINTH, GOVERNMENT UNITS EVACUATED PHOU VIKNG APEBR WITHSTANDING SEVERAL WskKS 
OF HEAVY NORTH VIEINAMESE BOMBARDEMENT OVua TWO T:OUSAND CIVILIAN RuFUGSES LIVING 

IN PHCU VILNG MOVED OUT WITH THY TROOPS. 

" 3. BOUAM LONG AREA HAS BEEN QUIET NOW FOR ABOUT TEN DAYS. THIS GOVERNMENT DEFENSE 

COMPLEX WORTH OF JHE PLAIN OF JARS HAD vsitN UNDuR HEAVY NO#TH VIBTNAMESS BOMBARDMENT — 

SINCE MID MA. AT EAST TWO HUNDRED/RXRIGK LIVI\G IN REFUGEE VILLAGES IN TH ARLA 

ARE KNOWN TO HAV BEEN KILLED BY INDISCRIMINATE NORTH VIBTNAMESL FIRE AND COMMANDO 

RAIDS LIKE THE ONE AT PHOU BIA. UNCOUNTAD OTHERS WERS WOUNDED, AND THE TOTAL NUMBER



g® 7 

130748 JULY'71 

OF CIVILIAN VICTIMS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE i ERRORIST ATTACK WILL PROBABLY NEVER 

BE KNOWN. 

h. SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS SCUTH OF BOUAM LONG, GOVENNMEN! TROGPS SUNDAY CONTINUED EX) 

PATROLLING THE PLAIN OF JARS WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING ANY SIGNIFICANT NORIH VIETNAMESEX6 

OPPOSITION. THE PATROLS UONTINUE UNCOVE2 LARGE QUANTITIES OF NORTH VIETNAMESE 

SUPPLEES, MOSTLY FOODSTUFFS. S@CCORDING TO LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIES, THE NORTH 

VIETNAMESE WERE OBLIGED TO STASH LAKGE AMCUNTS OF FOODSTUFFS FOR XHEEY THEIY TROOPS 

IN THE AREA DUE TO THE ALMOST TOTAL ABSENGE OF FARMIKG PCPULAYION ON THE PLAIN 

OF JARS. 

5S. NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY ACTIVITY WAS REPORTED FROM OTHER REPORT OF LAOS. 

FROMs NAUGHTON. 

(SD)
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE uUSIS 131240 JULY'71 

USIS PASS TO ACES USAID 

" PRIGRITY 9 

( DTD 1% JULY 71 ) , 

1. LAO GOVE:NMENT PATROLS MONDAY CONTINUED SWEEPS THROUGH THE PLAIN OF JARS IN 

NORTH CENTRAL LAOS WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING ANY SIGNIFICANT NCRIH VIETNAMES: OPPOSITION. 

2. SUNDAY THREE SOLDIERS OF THE PRO=CONMMUNIST NEUTRALIST UNITS THE "DEUANISTS" 

RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMEN: SIDE IN THE CENTRAL SECTOR OF THE PLAIN. THE THREE 

REPORTEDLY STATED THAT MANY OF THEIR COLLEAGUES ARE READY TO COME OVER THE 

GOVERNMENT SIDE. 

3, IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS A FEW MINOR CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE IMMEDIATE 

VICINITY OF MOUNG PHALANE, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS EAST OF SWKT ALONG ROUTE NINE. 

lye PATROL CONTACTS WERE ALSOM REPORTED FROM SOUTHERN LAOS NEAR THE WESTERN EDG 

OF THE OLOVENS PLATEAU. 

S. THE OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY CALM. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 161430 JULY'721 

USIS PaSS TO AC'S URAID 

" PRIORITY * 

(DTD 1 JULY 71 ) 

1. HEAVY MONSOON RAINS TUESDAY AUGMENTED BY THE INFLUENCE OF THE TROPICAL 

STORM " BXM KIM " KX HAMPERED MILITARY OPERATIONS IN MOST OF LAOS. 

2. ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VTE GOVERNMENT TROOPS CONTINUED PATROLLING 

THE PLAIN GF JARS WITH ONLY A VERY SPORADIC AND LIGHT CONTACT WITH SMALL 

NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS. 

36 A COMMUNIST UNIT SUNDAY NIGHT SMAGED AN ATTACK ON A HIGHWAY BRIDGB NEAR 

PAKSANE, SOME ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS EAST OF VTE XK, THE BRIDGE SUFFERED 

LIGHT DAMAGE THAT DID NOT AFFECT THE NORMAL FLOW OF TRAFFEC. THE ATTACKERS 

WER:, REPULSED BY A GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCE GUARDING THE BRIDGE. 

he THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(Bx)
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 161430 JULY'721 

USIS PaSS TO AC'S URAID 

" PRIORITY * 

(DTD 1 JULY 71 ) 

1. HEAVY MONSOON RAINS TUESDAY AUGMENTED BY THE INFLUENCE OF THE TROPICAL 

STORM " BXM KIM " KX HAMPERED MILITARY OPERATIONS IN MOST OF LAOS. 

2. ACCORDING TO REPORTS REACHING VTE GOVERNMENT TROOPS CONTINUED PATROLLING 

THE PLAIN GF JARS WITH ONLY A VERY SPORADIC AND LIGHT CONTACT WITH SMALL 

NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS. 

36 A COMMUNIST UNIT SUNDAY NIGHT SMAGED AN ATTACK ON A HIGHWAY BRIDGB NEAR 

PAKSANE, SOME ONE HUNDRED KILOMETERS EAST OF VTE XK, THE BRIDGE SUFFERED 

LIGHT DAMAGE THAT DID NOT AFFECT THE NORMAL FLOW OF TRAFFEC. THE ATTACKERS 

WER:, REPULSED BY A GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCE GUARDING THE BRIDGE. 

he THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(Bx)
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BAN HOUEI saz Vieille uss 2h1zoo JULY" 71 

UsIs i 488 TO aCtS“USAID 

: 1 

n . f 

(om cra) 
1. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS Fem QB PAST TEN DAYS REMAINS VIRTUALL UNCHANGED 

ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT UNITS MOVING OVI ‘eae Pain OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAO ENCOUNTEREN 

ONLY SPORADIC AND LIGHT RESISTANCE ram THB DOMMUNISTS . 

2. THE GOVaRNMEN: TROOPS WERE REPORTED $6 JME FOUND ABOUT ONE THOUSAND TONS OF 3% 
VIETNAMESE 1. 

NORTH/BAE SUPPLIES STASHED AME iu acHEs THROUGHOUT THE AREA. ABOUT EIGHTY 

PERCENT OF THE CAPTURED SUPPLIES SONSBMPME) GF FOODSTUFFS, ARMS AND AMMUNITION ACCOUNTED 

FOR ONLY ABOUT TWENTY PERCENT, <-> 

3. A FEW SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASIERS WEE nercRTEn EN THE QOUERAL ARZA NORTHWAST OF 

THE RBYAL CAPITAL OF LP. TN a 

4. LIGHT CONTACTS ALSO CONTINUED: Batt y NT TROOPS AND COMMUNIST UNITS IN SOUTH 

CENTRAL LAOS IN THE VICINITY OF Dov HEN HUONG PHALANE, AND KENG KOK, EAST AND SOUTH= 

EAST OF SUKT. ee 

5, THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE BOLOVENS manie® IN SoULHERN Laos Has REMAINED RELATIVELY 

QUIET FOR MORE THAN A WEcK. fee « 

FROM:NAUGHTOMe— = 
ae 

- (Bx) 
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE uUSIS 26150 JULY'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

*  W PRIORITY *® 

( DTD 2 JWLY'71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS PATTROLLING THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL 

LAOS REPORTED A FEW SKIRMISHES FRIDAY WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IN CENTRAL AND THE 

NORTHEAST MBRXHE PARTS OF RAKN THE PLAIN GOVERNMENT REPORTED ALSO THAT NORTH VIETNAMES 

GUNNER FRIDAY FIRED SEVERAL ROCKETS INTO THE GENERAL AREA OF THE XIENG KOUANG ARRFIELD 

IN THE NORTH CENTRAL SEGTOR OF THE PLAIN OF JARS.EARLIER, XNBX A NORTH VIETNAMESE 

SAPPER UNIT MADE AN ATTEMPT TO ATTACK THE AIRFIELD. 

2. TWO SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FRIDAY BY GOVERNMENT UNITS ON THE WESTERN 

RIM OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LgOS, LESS THAN THIRTY KILOMETERS EAST OF 

PAKSE. 

3 THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET. FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)
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BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE uUSIS 271200 JULY'71 

UsIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY " 

( DTD 26 ULY'71 ) 

LeTHE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS SUNDAY AND MONDAY REMAINED UNCHANGED. 2 

2, NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS FIRED A FW ARTILLERY ROUNDS INTO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS 

IN THE NORTH CENTRAL SECTOR OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, BUT CAUSED NO DAMAGE AND NO CASUALT} 

IES. 

3. IN ANOTHER PART OF THE PLAIN, GOVERNMENT PATROLS DISCOVERED AND ABANDONED NORTH 

VIETNAMESE MILITARY CAP AND SEIZED SOME SUPPLIES AND DOCUMENTS, 

le ONLY ONE LIGHT CLASH WAS R&PORTED FROM SOUTHERN LAOS, SOME TWENTY-EIGHT KILOMETERS 

EAST OF PAKSE. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)
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BAN HOUKI SAL VIENTIANE uSIs 281006 JULY'71 

usis PASS TO AC'S SSAID 

" PRIORITY 

( DTD 27 JULY 71 ) 

1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LACS TUESDAY CONTINUED IN AVERY LOW KiY. COVERNMENT 

TROCPS PATAOLUBNG THE PLALN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS REPCRIED SPORADIC 

HARASSMENTS BY NORYH VIWENAMES® MORTARS. THESE SHEFPINGS, HOwkvrR, CAUSED NO BXMAR 

DAMAGE AND NO CASUALTIES THE REST OF [Hx COUNTRY WAS REPORTED RELATIVELY QUIET. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(3K)
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 291935 July. 71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

/ PRIORITY 7 

( DED 28 JULY 71) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS PATROLLING THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS WEDENSDAY REPORTED 

A FEW SCATGERED UNIT CLASHES WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, AND SPORADIC HARASSMENTS 

BY NORTH VIETNAMESE ROCKET AND MORTAR FIRE. 

2. A CIVILIAN TRUCK CONVOY WAS AMBUSHED TUESDAY ON THE ROAD BETWEEN VIENTIANE AND 

THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRA BANG. ONE DRIVER WHO PULLED AHEAD OF THEMM MILITARY 

ESZORT WAS KILLED AND HIS VEHICLE DAMAGED. THE MILITARY ESCORT ENGAGED THE ATTACKED 

AND DROVE THEM OFF. 

3, THE REST OF THE COUNTRO REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ON SMALL UNIT CLASH 

REPORTED SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF LUANG PRA BANG IN THE NORTH AND ONE 

NEAR THE WESTERN RIM OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE SOUTH OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

(PM)
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BAN HOUEL SAL VIENTIANE UsIS 301400 JULY' 71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY * 

( DID 29 JULY 71 ) 
RADIO 

1. XABXHABEMEXEAKKE LAO NATIONAL/REXEXG ANNOUNCED THURSDAY THAT LAO GOVERNMENT 

TROOPS WEKXK WEDNESDAY RECAPTURED THE TOWN OF SARAVANE, SOME THIRTY=FIVE KBLOMETEAS 

NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 

2. SARAVANE, A PROVINCEAL CAPITAL, WAS ATTACKED AND CAPTURED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

MORE THAN A YEAR AGO. 
THE LAOS NATIONAL 

3. ACCORDING TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT CARRIED BY/ERA m RADIO, GOVERNMENT TROOPS 

ENTERED SARAVANE WEDNSDAY AT 78 30 IN THE MORNING. THE COMMUNIQUE STATED FURTHER 

‘THET THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS ARE IN FIRM CONTROL OF THE TOWN AND THE SURROUNDING AREA 

hk. SARAVANE LIES AT AN IMPORTANT ROAD JUNCTION OF ROUTE TWENTY-THREE AND ROUTE SIXTEEN. 

SECTIONS OF THESE ROADS ARE BELIEVED TO FORM PART OF THE HO CHIMENG TRAIL RUNNING 

THROUGH EASTERN LAOS FROM NORTH VIETNAME TO CAMBODIA AND SOUTH VIETNAM. 

5. ONLY A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON.



or 

BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 311850 duly. 71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

CPRIORITY) 

(DID 3071) 

1, AFTER REOCCUPYING THE TOWN OF SARAVANE IN SCUBHERN LAOS WEDNESDAY LAO GOVERNMENT 

TROOPS FANNED OUT OF THE TOWN TO PATROL THE SURROUNDING ARiA WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING ANY 

SIGNIFICANT RESISTANCE, ONLY ONE SMALL CLASH WITH A NORTH VIETNAMESE UNIT WAS REPORTED 

FROM AN AREA SOME TEN KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF SARAVANS. TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS 

WERE KILLET AND ONS CAPTURED IN THIS CLADH, wHILE THE GOVERNMENT PACCL SUFFERED NC 

CASUALTIES » 

2. SARAVANE WAS MXR RBETAKi#N WEDNESDAY BY GOVERNMENT. TROOPS WITHOUT OPPOSITICN THIS 

PROVINCIAL CAPITAL, LOCATED ABOUT THIRTY=FIVE KILIMETERS NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, 

WAS ATTACKED AND CAPTURED BY TH NORTH VIETNAMESE ON JURE 951970. SARAVANE LIES AT THE 

CROSSROADS OF ROUTE SUETEM AND ROUTE TWENTY-THREE, SECTIONS OF BCTH THESS ROADS ARE 

BELIEVED TO BORM PART OF TH’ HO GHI MINH TRAIL SY STEM. 

3. A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE AREA NEAR MUONG PHALAN:, SOME NINERY 

KILOMETERS EAST OF SARAVANNAKHET IN SUUTH CENTRAL BwWO. 

lhe FARTHER NORTH, GOVERNMENT TROOPS OPERATING ON THS PLAIN OF JARS REPORTED SPORADIC 

HARASSMENT BY NORTH VIETNAMESE MORTAR FIRE. FROM: NAUGHTON. (PM)
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Or HCUbI SAI VIENTIANE Ua S 031433 AUGUST'7} 

_ on usgs PASS TO ACS BXM USAID 

“ PRIORITY ® 

( DED 31 JULY 71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS, SUPPORTED BY ARTIBLERY AND ROYAL LAO TIAN WAR PLANE, 

FRIDAY EVENING OVER@RAN STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITIONS ALONG THE ROAD BETWEEN 

PAKSE AND PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN LAOS, MORE THAN THIRTY NORTH VIBTNAMESE SOLDIRRS 

WERE KILLED IN THIS ACTION, WHILE GOVERNVENT FORCES SUPEERED ONLY VERY LIGHT CASUAL 

TIES. 
LOCALITY 

2 THE CAPTURED POSITIONS ARE AS TRIDE ROUTE TWENTY-THREE NEAR A SMALL/XMEXE X2X 

AM XTX NAMED BY NHIK, ABOUT TWENTY-EIGHT KILOMETERS HAST OF PAKS. BY DRIVING 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FROM THEIR POSITIONS NEAR BAN NHIK, GOVERNMENT FORCES WON 

CONTROL OF AN IMPORTANT STR&TCH OF THK ROAD TO PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. 

THES PARTICUMAR SECTION OF ROUTE TWENTY=IHREE FOR M5 /ASORT OF BOTTLENECK AS IT 

PASSES BETWEEN DEEP GOERGES ON EITHER SIDE. 

3, 10 THE NORTH OF THE BOLOVANS PLATSAU, GOVERNMAW! UNITS CONTINUE PAEROLLING 

THK ARUBA OF THE RECENTEY RUCAP TUKKD PROVINCIAL OF SARAVANK. ONLY TWO SMALL PATROL 

CLASHES WiRG RUPORTED FROM THIS AREA, ONE ABOUT SIXIEEN KILOMETERS NORTH WEST OF 

SARAVAN AND ON ABOUL TWO KILOMIGS EAST OF THE TOWN. 

le WITHIN THI sasca/use DAYS, TWO GROUPS OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS HAVE RALLIED 10 

THE GOVERNMEN? SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, FRIDAY, THIRIBEN PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND 

ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN CIVILIANS FROM COMMUNIST CONTROLLED TERRIGORY JOSNED THE GOVER 
NMENT SIDE AT SOUVANNA KHILI, SOM% THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE, THE SOLDIERS,
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032433 AUGUST" 72 

ae 

ALL FROM THE TWELFTH PATHET LAG BATTALION WERE LED BY THEIR COMMANDENG OFFICER. A 

ANOTHER GROUP, ALSO OF THIRTEEN PATHET LAC SOLDIERS, CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT 

SIDE IN PAKSE ON JULY TWENTY-FIRST. ALTOGETHER SOME THREE HURDRER PATHET LAO 

OFFICERS AND MEN HAVE RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS IN RECENT 

MONTHS. 

S- IN SOUTH GENTRAL LAOS SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY 

OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME NINETY KILOMEZL AST OF SAVANNAKHET, ALONG ROUTE NINE. 

6, THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY MDD 

QUIET, WITH ONLY A FEW SCATTERED INCIDENTS OF HARASSING NORTH VIETNAMESE BORTRR 

FIRE REPORTED BY GOVERNMENT UNITS PATROLLING THE PLAIN. 

FROM: NAUGHTON.
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 031450 AUGUST! 71 

SEB USL AC/BHS 

* PRICRITY * 

( DrD 01 AUGUST 71 ) 

1. LAO TINN PRIMS MINISTER PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA HAS CALLED ON THE PATHET LAO 

THE BEGIN IMMEDLATS: DISCUSSION OF A CLASHWIRE OVER THE ENTIRE TERRITORY OF LAOS. 

2. IN A LETTER TO PATHET LAO LEAUSR PRINC& SOUPHANOUVONG, DATED JULY TWENTY-~SECOND 

AND PUBLISHED JULY THIRIY-FIRST, THe PRIM MINISTAR RAPRESSED SATISFACTION aT HAVING 

RECEIVED A PROMPT ANSWER FOR SOUPHANOUVONG TO HIS PREVIOUS MiSSAGs. " I HOPE ", 

HE STATED, & THAT tHIS LNUICATHES YOUR DESIRE FOR SETTLEMENT OF THE PROBLEM OF LAOS 

AMONG THE LAO-DIANS. THIS 18 ALSO MY DURP CONCERN AND ‘ts MORIVATION OF ALL MY PREVI@- 

US AND PRESENT EFFORTS2. 

3 THE PRIME MINISTER'S TWO POINT PROPOSAL PROVIDES FOR IMMEDIATE PARLEYS BaTWeEN 

THE REMMXRTEX PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF THE TWO SIDS, TO Bi HELD ALT2RNATIVE}ZS IN Viz 

AND ON THE PLAIN OF JARS. THE SECURITY OF THE PLAIN OF JARS WOULD BE ASSURLD BY A 

CEASK=SIRE WITHIN A RADIUS OF THIRTY KILOMETERS OR MORE FROM THE CENTRAL AIRFISLD 

ON THE PLAIN. THE CEAS#-FIRE WOULD Bs ENFORCEN BY TROOPS FROM BOTH SIDES UNDER SUPER} 

WK VISION OF THE IN TERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION, THE PURPOSH OF THE DISCUSSIONS , 

IS TO PREPARE A CEASE-FIRE COVERING THE ENTIA# TERRITORY OF LACS. 

he POINT TWO OF THE PROPOSAL CALLS FOR OPENING OF CONVERSATIONS ALMING AT A SOLUTICN 
OUTSTANDING 

OF ALL/SEYRXAMDSH PROKLEMS OF LAGS. 

5, PRINCE SOUVANNA FHOUMA POINTE OUT IN HIS LETTER THAT THE PATHET LAO LEADER IN HIS 
LAST MASSGE
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&. ACCURATELY RECALLED iHAT IN 1961 A TOTAL CEASE-FIRE ba ARRANGED IN LAOS PRIOR 

TO THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. "RUTI¥, SAID THE PRIME MINISTER, seBTeR SEEM TO FORGET 

THAT THE SITUATION IN 1961 WAS DIFFSRENT FROM THE ONE WE FACE NOWSY *THE PRIME MINIST~ 

ER POINTED OUT THAT, IN CONTRAST TO THE SITUATIONS OF TEN YEARS AGO MANY TOWNS AND 

AREA OF LAOS ARH TODAY THREATENED OR OCCUPIED BY TROOPS AR " WHOSE STRONGTHAR AND 

NATIONALITY ARE WELL KNCWN" 

6. PRINGE SOUVANNA PHCUMA NOTED THAT BOTH THE PATHET LAOS AND ROYAL LAO GOViRNMENT 

FREQUENTEY ACCUSE MXNBK OTHER POWERS OF INTERFERING IN LAO AFFAIRS. 

® THE ONLY BXXMKKE DIFFERENCE HERE IB NAMING THE NAMES OF I'HE POWERS RESPONSIBLE*® 

7» THE LAO PRIMINISTER STRESSED THAT NO ONE CAN DOUBT THE FACT OF A EXBGLOSE 

RELATION BETWEEN THE SITUATION IN LAOS AND THE CONFLICT IN VIETNAM. " ON THE 

CONTRARY, THIS CLOSE RiLATION BECAME KEKK RECENTLY MORE OBVIOUS THAN EVER ®, 

FROMt NAUGHTONe . 

(BX)
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIs 031850 AUG'71 

USIS & AC'S 

PRIORITY 

USIS VTE USINFO DTD 1 AUGUST IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YCUR INFORMATION: 
1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES, AFTER OVER-RUNNING STRONGER NORTH VIET NAMESE POSITIONS 
FRIDAY ON ROUTE TWENTY-THREE NEAR BAN NHIK IN SOUTHERN LAOS,SATURDAY CONTINUED 
THEIR ADVANCE TOWARD PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU.THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE 
BELIEVED TO HAVE AT LEAST ONE MORE LINE OF DEFENSE BETWEEN BAN NHIK AND PAKSONG,. 
BUT SO FAR ONLY A FEW LIGHT CLASHES HAVE BEEN REPORTED ALONG THE BEN GOVERNMENT 
TROOPS LINE OF ADVANCE EAST OF BAN NHIK. 
2, IN THE SARAVAN AREA, NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, GOVERNMENT UNITS WERE 
REPORTED TO HAVE ENLARGED THEIR ZONE OF ACTIVE PATROLL IN SEVERAL DIRECTIONS 
FROM THE TOWN, ENCOUNTERING ONLY LIGHT AND SPORADIC NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE. 
3. SCATTERED SMALL UNITSKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE VICINITY OF MUONG 
PHALANE IN SOUT CENTRAL LAOS, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET. 
kh, THE PLAIN OF JARS AREA REMAINS RELATIVELY QUIET.GOVERNMENT TROOPS ON THE PLAIN 
REPORT OCCASIONAL WIDELY SCATTERED NORTH VIET NAMESE MORTAR FIRE. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

sD
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE uSIS 031922 AUG'71 

USIS & AC'S 

PRIORITY 

USIS VTE USINFO DID 31 JULY IS REPEATED BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
1, LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS,SUPPORTED BY ARTILLERY AND ROYAL LAOTIAN WARPLANES, FRIDAY 
EVENING OVER-RAN STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITIONS ALONG THE ROAD BETWEEN PAKSE ANB 
PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN LAOS.MORE THAN THIRTY NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WERE KILLED IN THIS 
ACTION,WHILE GOVERNMENT FORCES SUFFERED ONLY VERY LIGHT CASUALTIES. 
2. THE CAPTURED POSITIONS ARE ASTRIDE ROUTE TWENTY-THREE NEAR A SO ALL LOCALITY NAMED 
BAN NHIK,ABOUT TWENTY-EIGHT KILOMETERS EAST OF PAKSE.BY DRIVING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
FROM THEIR POSITIONS NEAR BAN NHIK,GOVERNMENT FORCES WON CONTROL OF AN IMPORTANT 
STRETCH OF THE ROAD TO PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU.THIS PARTICULAR SECTION OF ROUTE 
TWENTY-THREE FORMS A SORT OF BOTTLENECK AS IT PASSES BETWEEN DEEP GORGES ON EITHER SIDE. 
3. TO THE NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,GOVERNMENT UNITS CONTINUE PATROLLING THE AREA 
OF THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF SARAVANN.ONLY TWO SMALL PATROL CLASHES 
WERE REPORTED FROM THIS AREA,ONE ABOUT SIXTEEN KILOMETERS NORTH WEST OF SARAVANE AND 
ONE ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS EAST OF THE TOWN. 
\. WITHIN THE LAST TEN DAYS, TWO GROUPS OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS HAVE RAEKIBBRALLIED TO 
THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS.FRIBAY, THIRTEEN PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND ONE 
HUNDRED FOURTEEN CIMILIANS FROM COMMUNIST CONTROLLED TERRITORY JOINED THE GOVERNMENT 
SIDE AT SOUVANNA KHIL', SOME THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE.THE SOLDIERS,ALL FROM 
THE TWELFTH PATHET LAO BATTALION,WERE LED BY THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER.ANOTHER GROUP 
ALSO OF THIRTEEN PATHET LAO SOLDIERS,CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN PAKSE ON JULY 
TWENTY-FIRST. ALTOGETHER SOME THREE HUNDRED RATHET LAO OFFICER,AND MEN HAVE RALLIED 
TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS IN RECENT MONTHS, 
5, IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS SEVERAL SMALL UNITS CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY 
OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME NINETY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET,ALONG ROUTE NINE. 
6, THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET, 
WITH ONLY A FEW SCATTERED INCIDENTS OF HARASSING NORTH VIETNAMESE MORTAR FIRE 
REPORTED BY GOVERNMENT UNITS PATROLLING THE PAIN. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 

sD



aN HOUVEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS Oldy22 AUGUST '71 

Is PASS To AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY & 

( DTD 03 AUGUST 71 ) 

1, THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS MONDAY AND TUESDAY REMAINED BASICALLY UNCHANGED. 

2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS CONTINUE TO ADVANCE SLOWLY EASTWARD IN TH DIR“CTION OF PAKSONG 

ON% THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. ANOTHER GOVERNMENT FORCE OPERATING NORTHEAST OF PAKSONG 

RAN INTO STIFF NORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION SOME iHIRTEEN KILOMETERS FROM PAKSONG. 

3 GOVERNMENT UNITSSOPERATING OUT OF SARAVANE, NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, REPORTE 

A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WITH NORTH VIETN MESK PATROLS NINETEEN KILOMETERS NORTHWEST 

AND FOURTEEN KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE TOWN. 

lh. LIGHT PATROL CONTACTS AND SPORADIC SHELLINGS CONTINUED ON THE PLAIN OF JARS 

IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON. 
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BAN HOUEI Sal BIENTLANG ios 051520 Aug. 7L 

usIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

PRICALLY 

(DTD AUG. )) 

le THE MILITARY SITUATION IN XZ LAOS WEDNESDAY REMAINED ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED. 

2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS ON THE WESTERN REACHES OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN 

LAOS ADVANCZ SLOWLY TOWARD THE TOWN CF PAKSONG,NOW ABOUT FOURTSEN KILOMBTHERS 

EAST OF THE GOVERNMENT FORCE, ANOTHER GOVERNMENT FORCE WAS REPORTEL ABOUT 

TWELVE KILOMSTERS NORTHWEST OF THs TOWN, 

3. IN THE ARZA OF SARAVAME, SOMM THIRTY FIVE KILOMITERS NORTH OF 1HZ BCLOVENS 

PLATEAU, GOVERNMENT PATROLS RSPORTED ONLY LIGHT AND SPORADIC CONTACT WITH 

SMALL NORTH VIE®WAMESE CACHE OF FIEDD RADIOS. 

. A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES, MAINLY OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, WERE REPORTED FROM 

OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUGHTON 

VI



BAN HOUEL SalI BIENTIANE uUSIS 051520 Aug. 71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

PRICRITY 

(DTD AUG. 4) 

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN XK LAOS WEDNESDAY REMAINED ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED. 

2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS ON THE WESTERN REACHES OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN 

LAOS ADVANCE SLOWLY TOWARD THE TOWN OF PAKSONG,NOW ABOUT FOURTEEN KILOMETERS 

EAST OF THE GOVERNMENT FORCE. ANOTHER GOVERNMENT FORCE WAS REPORTEL ABOUT 

TWELVE KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE TOWN. 

3. IN THE AREA OF SARAVANE, SOME THIRTY FIVE KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS 

PLATEAU, GOVERNMENT PATROLS REPORTED ONLY LIGHT AND SPORADIC CONTACT WITH 

SMALL NORTH VIEWNWAMESE CACHE OF FIEDD RADIOS. 

4. A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES, MAINLY OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, WERE REPORTED FROM 

OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: NAUBHTON 

VI



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 051600 Aug. 71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

PRIORITY 

(DTD AUG. )) 

1. ACTING LAO FOREIGN MINISTER KHAMPHAN PANYA DECLARED WEDNESDAY THAT "THE 

ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS THE UNITED NATIONS CAMPAIGN AGAINST ILLEGAL 

DRUS TRAFFIC, AND LAOS WILL EMPLOY ALL THE MEANS AT ITS DISPOSAL IN THE WAR 

AGAINST THIS INTERNATIONAL SCOURGE". 

2. U.SPEAKING BEFORE A SPECIAL PRESS CONFERENCE, MINISTER KHAMPHAN PANYA 

STRESSED THAT THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY SUBMITTED TO THE NATIONAL 

ASSEMBLY AN ANTI-NARCOTIC BILL. SMEXEM ONCE THIS BILL IS PASSED, HE SAID, 

THE GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE A LEGAL BASE FROM WHICH TO WAGE THE WAR AGAINST THE 

NARCOTIC TRADE. 

3. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION FROM ONE OF THE REPORTERS, MINISTER KHAMPHAN PANYA 

STATED THAT THE EXACT MEASURES TO BE UNDERTAKED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO SUPPRESS 

THE NARCOTIC TRADE WILL BE MADE KNOWN AFTER THE NATIONAL &SS8EMBLY APPROVES 

THE ANTI-DRUG LEGISLATION. 

EROM: NAUGHTON 

VI



BAN HOUKL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 091600 AUGUST'71 

uUsIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRICRITY @ 

( DID 07 AUGUST 71, ) 
ADVANCED 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES IN SOUTHERN LACS FRIDAY /XERXKMRER CLOSER TO THE TOWN 

OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. GOVERNMENT UNITS ADVANCENG FROM THE WEST 

ALONG ROUTE TWENTY THREE FRIDAY AFTERNOON SECURED NEW POSITIONS AT BAN PHAKOUT 

AFTER A SERIES OF CLASHES WITH THE RETREATING WORTH VIETNAMESE. BAN PHAKOUT 

IS LOCATED ABOU! NINE KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG. 

ANOTHER GOVERNMENT FORCE, MOVING TOWARD PAKSONG FROM THE NORTHWEST IS NOW LOCATED 

ALSO ABOUT NINE KILOMETERS FROM 1HE BOLOWENS PLATEAU TOWN. THIS FORCE ENCOULSRED 

FREDAY SOME NORTH VIETNAMESK RESISTANCE, BUT WAS ABLE TO PUSH THE COMMUNIST TROOPS 

BACK 

SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JAHS IN NORTH CENTRAL 

LAOS AND IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE. 

FROMs NAUGHTON. 
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTLANE uSIS 101540 AUGUST'71, 

usIs PASS TG AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY 

( DID of auGUST 71 ) 

1. LAG GOVERNMENT TROGPS ON THE BCLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS ADVANCED SUNDAY 

A LITTLE BORE TOWARD THE TOWN OF PAKSONG, SOME FORTY*EIGHT KILOMETERS EAST OF PAhSE 

ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE. 

2, TWO GOVRENMENT COLUMNS, ONE MOVING ACROSS THE PLATEAU FROM THE NORTHWEST AND THE 

OTHER ALONG ROUTE TWENTY@THREE FROM THE WES, AR REPORTED TO Bil ABOUT EIGHT AND SIX 

KILOMETERS RESPECTIVELY FROM PAKSONG. 

3. BOTH CCLUMNS REPORTED CLASHES WITHNORTH VIZSNAMESE UNITS, BUT GOVERNMENT TROOPS 

WER® ABLE TO OVERCOME THE NORTH VIETNAMES: RESISTANCE AND TO CONTINUE THEIR ADVANCE. 

lh. PAKSONG, THE MARKET TOWN OF THE RICH AGRICULTURAL AREA OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, 

WAS ATTACKED AND OCCUPIES BY THE NORTH VIETNAMLS® LAST MAY SIXTEEN, 

Se A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED uY GOVERNMENT TROOPS OPnRATING ON THE PLAIN 

OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, BUT THERE WAS NO CHANG! IN THE GENERAL SITUATION IN 

THAT AREA. 

FROMsNAUGHTON. 
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BAN HOUEI SAL VIENTIANE UsIS 121605 AUG'71 

usIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIOnITY * 

( DID 6 AUG 71 9 

1.THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE FRIDAY IN THE MILITARY SITUATION IN 

LAOS. 

2. GOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE SOUTHERN PANHANDIED PANHANDIE CONTINUE TO ADVANCE 

SLOWLY TOWARD THE TCWN OF PAKSCNG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU FROM THE WEST AND 

FROM THE NORTHWEST. BAD WEATHER HAMPERS THE OPERATLONS IN THAT AREA. 

AND 
3, SCATTERED LEGHT CLASHES SPORADIC EXCHANGES OF MOTAR/ARTILLERY% FIRE WERE 

REPORTED ERO BOTH FROM THE AREAS OF MOUNG PHABANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, 

SOME NINETY KB KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET AND FROM THE PLANN OF JARS 

IN THE NORTH CENTRAL PART OF THE COUNTRY. 

FRCM: NAUGHTON. 

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE uass 131425 AUG'71 

UagS Pass TO &cts USAID 

® PRIGHITY * 

( DTD 12 AUG 71 ) 

1. SKIRMISHING AND MINOR CLASHES CONTINUE BETWEEN LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES AND NORTH 

VIETNAMESES TROOPS NEAR THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL OF SARAVANE Ki GITY IN SOUTHERN 

LAOS RECENTLY RETAKEN BY LAO FORCES. 

2, CIVILIAN BFFICIALS VISITING THE T@MM REPORT NO BATTLE DAMAGE OTHER THAN THAT 

INFLIGTED LAST YEAR BY OCCUPYING WORTH VEETNAMESETHE PROVINCE BQXKENRENZ GOVERNOR 

AND HIS STAFF OF CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE NOW ASSUMED ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES IN THE RIBERATED 

CAPITAL. 

3. IN SOUTHERN LAOS ON THE BOLOVENS PLATERU, ROYAL LAO FORCES ARE PUSHING TO RETAKE 

PAKSONG, LOST TO NORTH VIETNAMESE INVAWERS IN MAY. LAO TROOPS HAVE PROBED TO WITHIN 

SIX KILOMETERS OF THE TOWN. 

FROM: BARNES 

(BX)



BAN HOUEZ SAI VIENTIANE usIS 150633 Augte 71 

USIS acts 

(PRIORITY) 

DTD 13 AUGUST 71 

1. DELEGATES OF THE LAO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY YESTERDAY PASSED A BILL PROHIBITING 

THE ILLEGAL CULTURE, pRAFFICING, AND SALE OF OPIUM AND ITS DERIVATIVES WITHIN 

THE KINGD@M OF LAOS. THIS IS CONSIDERED AN IMPORTANT STEP FORWARD IN BRINGING 

LAOS INTO COOPERATION WITH OTHER NATIONS ACTING TO CURB THE GROWING WORLDWIDE 

THREAR OF DRUG ADDICTION AND ABUSE. 

2. toDAY PRIME MINISTER PRINCE SOUVANNA PHOUMA EXPRESSED OPTIMISM REGARDING 

THE PROPOSED MEETING IN PEKING BETWEEN PRESIDENT NIXON AND COMMUNIST CHINESE 

LEADERS, DESCRIBING THE FUTURE TALKS AS "AN IMPORTANT EVENT", THE LAO PRIME 

MINISTER ALSO REITERATED HIS WILLINGS TO RESUME PEACE TALES WITH PATHET LAO 

LEADER PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG, OFFERING TO MEET WITH HIS HALF BROTHER IN EITHER 

VIENTIANE OR ON THE PLAIN OF JARS. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI Sal VIENTIANE USS 17B$$0O AUG'T1 

usIs PASS TO AC'S USAID 

* PRIORITY * 

( IDT 17 AUG 71 ) 

1. AREPORT FROM SOUTHERN LAOS DISCLOSED THAT A COMPANY OF LAO TROOPS BATTLED 

TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE COMPANIES ABOUT TWeENTY KILOMETERS WEST OF SARAVANE, KILLING 

TWENTY «SEVEN VIETNAMESE AND WOUNDING ATH LEAST FORTY. ‘THE LAO TROOPS SEIZED AN 

ESTENSIVE CACHE OF RICE AND SALT AFTER THE CLASH. 

2. ELSEWHERE IN SOUTH LAOS, LAO TROOPS PROBED TO WITHIN THREE KILOMETERS OF PAKSONG 

ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, BEFORE FALLING BACK TO REGROUP FOR AN ASSAULT TO RECAPTURE 

THE STRATEGIC TOWN. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(Bx)



PAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 191S6LS AUGH7TL 

ua s PASS TO AG'S USAID 

"PRIORITY " 

( DTD 18 AUG 71) 

1. HEAVY RESISTANCE RY NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES WEDNESDAY CAUSE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT 

TROOPS, WHO HAVE BEEN MOVING EASTWARD TOWARD PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN LAOS TO FALL BACK 

TOWARD BAN PAKOUT, SOME FOUR KILOMETERS FROM PAKSONG, PAD WEATHER SEVERELY LIMITED 

TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT FORCES, AND A HEAVY ENEMY ROCKET RARRAGE 

DISRUPTED GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY SUPPORT. 

2. THE ROYAL LAO TROOPS HAVE BEEN MAKING STEADY PROGRESS IN THFIR THRFEWEEK OLD 

DRIVE TO RETAKE PAKSONG, AN IMPORTANT TOWN ON THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE BOLOVENS 

PIATFAU. AT LAST REPORT, THEY WERE REGROUPING AND WERE. EXPECTED TO RESUME THEIR 

PUSH EAST 

FROM: FAPKES. 

(BX)



BAN HOURI SAT VIENTIANE MSTS 2115Li AUG 71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S TSATD 

" PRIORITY " 

( DTD 21 AUG 71 ) 

1. WIDESPREAD FLOODING OF VIFNTIANE IS PEGINNING AS RISING WATERS OF THE MEKONG 

OVERFLOW EARTHEN DIKES AT SEVERAL POI*TS ON THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE CITY. 

2. LOCAL RESIDENTS ARE STOCK PILING FOOD AND SUPPLIES IN ANTICIPATION racine} 

TRANSPORTATION» -SURPLEES-IN-ANPECTPATION OF A TRANSPORTATION PARALYSIS, AND THE 

AMERICAK MISSION HAS BEGUN INNOCULATIONS AGAINST CHOLERA ANDTYPHOID. 

3. THE PROSPECTS OF A FIASH FLOOD APPEAR SLIM, RUT THE PROPARILITY OF A SLOW IN 

UNDATION OF MUCH OF THE CITY IS CERTAIN, SHOULD FURTHER EROSION OF DIKES OCCUR. 

THE VIENTIANE ATRPORT IS PARTIALLY UNDER WATER AND HAS PEEN CLOSED. 

FROM: PARNES. 

(Bx) 

a



PANNHOUET SAT VIENTIANE USIS 211953 AvG'71 

USIS 

PRIORITY 

( DID 21 AUG 71 ) 

1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS REMAINED STATIC, OWING TO CLOUDS AND HEAVY RAINS. 

2. SOME FIGHTING WAS REPORTED ALONG ROUTE 23, BETWEEN PAKSE AND PAKSONG IN 

SOUTHERN TAOS, WHERE 140 GOVERNMENT TROOPS ARE STILL ATTEMPING TO RETAKE PAKSONG. 

3. WEST OF SARAVANE GOVERNMENT TROOPS CLASHED WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS AND 

CAPTURED CASHES OF RICE AND MUNITIONS. 

FROM: BARNES. 

sD



BAN HOVEI SAT VIENTIANE USIS 201150 AUG'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

" PRIORITY ™ 

( DTD 23 AUG 71 ) 

1. ALTHOUGH ACTION IN NORTHMRN LAOS REMAINS LIGHT, ROYAL LAO FORCES ON THE BOLOVENS 

PIATEAU CONTINUE TO PROBE ENEMY POSITIONS NEAR PAKSONG, STILL IN NORTH VIETNAMESE 

HANDS. MINOR CLASHES BY SMALL UNITS OF THE OPPOSING FORCES CHARACTERIZE 

THE ACTION AND PATROLLING BY BOTH SIDES IS EXTENSIVE, IN PREPARATION FOR A RENEWED 

DRIVE BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS TO RECAPTURE PAKSONG. 

2. IN VIENTIANE, LARGE PARTS OF TOWN ARE UNDER WATER FROM THE OVERFLOWING MEKONG 

BUT THE WATER LEVEL OF THE RIVER IS SURSTDING. THE AIRPORT AND ITS FACILITIES 

ARE FLOODED AND US GOVERNMENT HELICOPTERS ARE OPERATING OUT OF THE CITY FAIRGROUNDS 

TO CAREY OUT FLOOD RELIEF ACTIVITIES. THE CITY IS NOW AN ISIAND. 

FROM: PARYES. 

(BX)



BAN HOUEI SAT VIENTIANE uSIS 251133 AUG'71 

USIS PASS TO AC'S SAID 

® PRIORITY " 

( DTD 24 AUG 71 ) 

1. THE MEKONG RIVER ISLOWERING, AND ALTHOUGH LARGE PORTIONS OF VIENTIANE ARE 

UNDER WATER, IT APPEARS THAT DIKES HAVE PREVENTED THE KIND OF WIDESPREAD DAMAGE 

THAT OCCURED IN 196@H. ONLY ONE DROWNING HAS BREN REPORTED. 

2. THE AIRPORT REMAINS FLOODED AND INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED. 

FLOODING OF FARMLAND SURROUNDING THE CITY HAS RUINED MUCH OF THE RICE CROP. WATER 

STILL CONTINUES TO FLOW INTO THE LOW GROUND OF THE CITY, BUT AT A DIMINISHING RATE, 

AND ALL INDICATIONS ARF THAT 2¥k# THE CREST HAS PASSFD. 

FROM: BARNES. 

y 

(Bx)



BAN HOUERI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 251915 AUG'71 

PRIORITY 

( DID 25 AUG 71 ) 

MAJOR MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS TODAY WAS MOSTLY CONFINED TO SKIRMISHES 

BETWEEN LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS AND NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS NEAR THE SOUTHERN 

CITIES OF SARAVANE AND PAKSONG. SARAVANE RECENTLY RECAPTURED BY LAO TROOPS ? 

REMAINS IN GOVERNMENT HANDS, BUT PAKSONG, ON THE BOLOVENS PIATEAU, IS STILL 

OCCUPIED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES. 

FROM: BARNES 

sD



BAN HOUET SAT VIENTIANE USIS 2 Bos Augt. 71 

USIS oo 

( DPD 26 AUGUST 71 > 

1. PRIME MINISTER PRINCE SOUVANNAPHOUMA HAS AGAIN REITERATED HIS PROPOSAL FOR PEACE 

TALKS WITH PATHET LAO. A RELEASE BY THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT QUOTES AN AUG 18 LETTER 

TO PRONCE SOUPHANOUVONG, PATHET LAO LEADER, IN WHICH THE PRIME MINISTER WROTE "IAM 

CERTAIN, THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF A MEETING WOULD GAUSE ALL IAO PRTRIOTS TO REJOICE, 

2. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE MEETING BE HELD IN VTE, ALTERNATING WITH KHANG KHAY ON THE 

PIAIN OF JARS. HE OFFERED VIE AS THE FIRST MEETING PLACE, PROPOSING THAT A CASE FIRE 

AND BOMBING HALT BE THE INITIAL TOPEACES. 

3. INA PRESS INTERVIEW PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS ON AUG 27 THE 

PRIME MINISTER SAID, "I INVITE THE NEO LAO HAK XAT (POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF THE 

PATHETIAO) TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NEXT IXGISLATIVE ELECTIONS. "HE ALSO REITERATED 

HIS PROPOSAL TO NEUTRALIZE THE PLAIN OF JARS, TRADITIONALLY TERRITORY CONSIDERED 

THE REALM OF SOUVANNA'S NEVTRALLISTS, AND ON THAT BASE BEGIN CONTROLLED WITHDRAWAL 

OF FORCES BY BOTH SIDEST. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



BAN HOQUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 271915 AUGYTL 

USIS 

PRIORITY 

((DTD 27 AUG ) 

1. THE SEVERE FLOOD THAT HAS PUT TWENTY PERCENT OF THE VTE PLAINS UNDER WATER REACHED 

A HIGH POINT SEVERAL DAYS AGO,BUT MUCH OF VIE iS STILL IN UNDATED. 

2, EVALUATIONS OF DAMAG ARE BRING MADE.CROP MAMAGS WAS MORE SEVERE THIS YEAR THAN IN THE 

1966 FLOOD BECAUSE MORE LAND IS UNDER CULTIVATION AT PRESENT.ONLY THREE LIVuS wiki REPORTED 

LOST, BUT 10,000 PERSONS WERE DRIVEN FROM THEIR HOMES AND ARE BEING FED AND INNOCULATED 

BY THE AMERICAN MISSION,WORKING WITH THE LAO GOVT. 

3. A TOTAL OF 125,000 SANDBAGS WERE SUPPLIED BY THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 

WITH ALSO FURNISHED MOST OF THE KARTHeMOVING EQUIPMENT TO BUILD DIKLS,WHICH WERE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR AVERTING A WORSE FLOOD.USIAD HAS EXPENDED 35,000 MAN HOUSE OF WORK TO DATE IN DIKE 

BUILDING OPERATICNS IN CCLLABORATION WITH COUNTSRPART LAO MINISTRIES, 

lL, AN AID OFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF FLOOD CONTROL STATES THAT"COUNTERFLDOD MEASURED ARE 

TURNING INTO COUNTER@MUD CiERATICNS® BUI ALSO ADDS THAT THE UPSTREAM CITIES OF LP AND BHS 

REPORT RISING WATER LEVELS AGAIN. 

FROM: BARNES. 

SD



BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 301242 Augt.e 71 

usis acts 

DID 28 AUGUST. 71 

NEAR PAKSE SOUTHERN LAOS NINETY#*1VE SOLDIERS AND TEN CIVILIAN OFFICIALS 

OF THE COMMUNIST PATHET LAO RALLIED TO THE ROYAL BAO GOVERNMENT LAST NIGHT. 

THEY BROUGHY WEAPONS AND ACCOUNTS OF MISTREATMENT AND INJUSTICE AT THE HANDS 

OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY. THESE RALLIERS ARE THE SECOND LARGE GROUP OF 

PATHET LAC TO DESERT THE COMMUNIST SIDE IN RECENT MONTHS. EVIDENCE MOUNTS 

THAT A WIDENING REFT 1S DEVELOPING BETWEEN THE EIGHTY THOUSAND NORTH VIET~ 

NAMESE VIETNAMESE TROOPS ILLEGALLY IN LACS AND THE PATHET LAC ORGANIZATION. 

REPORTS FROM PAKSE SAY THAT FORMER PATHET LAO TROOPS ARE NOW ASSISTING ROYAL 

LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE DRIVE TC RECAPTURE PAKSONG FROM TH2 NORTH VIET. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



BAN HOUEISAI VIENTIANE UsIS 3128h2 AUG'71 

usIS 

PRIBRITY 

( DID 32 AUG 1971 ) 

1, IN NORTHERN LAOS, MILITARY ACTIVITY ON THE PLAIN OF JARS WAS CONFINED TO MINOR 

CLASHES AND PATROL ACTIVITY BY BOTH SIDES HOWEVER, FRIENDLY UNITS ARE WITHDRAWING 

{0 SAFER POSITIONS IN THE NORTH AND NORTHWEST SECTIONS OF THE PLAIN. 

2, IN CENTRAL LAOS, GOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE APPROACHED TO WITHIN ONE KIROMETER OF MUONG 

PHALANE,WHICH IS STILL OCCUPIED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

3. NEAR SARAVANE, THERE WERE NUMEROUS FIREFIGHTS AND PATROLING BY LAO FORCES AROUND 

THE raked, WITH A DISCOVERY OF SMALL ENEMY CACHES OF RICE AND MUNITIONS. CLASHES 

HAVE BEEN REPORTED -AS CLOSE AS TEN KILOMETERS, AND THE AIRFIELD WAS HIT BY EIGHT ROUNDS 

OF ROCKET FIRE ON THE 2NXTHEX 2th. 
PAKSONG 

. HEAVY ENEMY RESISTANCE HAS STALLED THE GOVERNMENT DRIVE TO RECAPTURE RAKBEZ. 

NORTH VIETNAMESE DEFENSES SIX KILOMETERS FROM THE TOWN ARE WELL ENTRENCHED BUT ARE 

BEING SOFTENED BY ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE AND ARTILLERY. 

5, IN PAKSE AN ADDITIONAL 21 PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENG SIDE 

BRINGING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFECTORS IN RECENT DAYS TO 126. 

FROM: BARNES. 

SD



- 

BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 011930 Sept.71 

usIS ACIS 

CPRIORITY) 

( DTD (1) Sept. 71 ) 

1. FIGHTING NEAR AND AROUND PAKSONG HAS INCREASED, WITH BATTALION-SIZE ACTIONS 

TAKING PLACE. ENTRENCHED NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS BLOCKING THE APPROACH TO THE 

SOUTHERN LAOTIAN TOWN ARE USING MORTARS, ROCKETS, MINES, ARTILLERY AGAINST LAO 

GOVERNMENT FORCES, WHO ARE EMPLOYING H&AVY ARTILLERY AND AIR STRIKES AGAINST THE 

ENEMY. WITHIN THE LAST TWO DAYS, LAO TROOPS EXPENDED MORE THAN &§ 600 HOWITZER 

ROUNDS ON BUNKERS AND ENTRENCHED NORTH VIETNAMESE PUSITIONS, WHICH ARE ALSO BEING 

POUNDED BY THE ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE. 

2. IN NORTH LAOS, THE SITUAJION REMAINS FAIRLY STATIC, WITH Lac FORCES STILL 

FREER PROBING ENEMY POSITICNS AND PATROLLING LARGE AREAS OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. 

3. UNEASY RESIDENTS OF VTi ARE AWAITING THE RISE OF A SECOND GREST OF MEKONG 

FLOODWATER EXPECTED TO ARRIVE ABOUT SEPTEMBER 2, LARGR AREAS OF THE CITY ARE UNDER 

WATER, BUT THE CENTRAL BUSINESS AREA IS DRY AND WILL PROBABLY REMAIN SO UNLESS 

HASTILY BULLT DIKES BREAK OR ERODE. , 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE uss . 

UsIS 

PRIORITY 

( DED SEPT 2, 1971 ) 

1, REPORTS FROM PAKSE SAY THAT PATHET LAO SOLDIERS QUESTION THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO THE NORTH 

VIEBTNAMESE.THERE HAS BEEN OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS,A CONTINUING FLOW OF INDIVIDUALS AND 

GROUPS OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS WHO RALLIED TO THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT UNDER 11s NESE 

PROGRAM. IT WAS NOT UNTIL THIS YEAR,HOWEVER,THAT WIDESPREAD DISAFFECTION BETWEEN THE 

LAOTIAN COMMUNISTS AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY BECAME APPARENT.(AT LATEST TALLY, 80,000 

NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE IN LAOS.) 

2. IN MARCH 197], NEAR THE SOUTHERN CITY OF PAKSE, 32 PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND OFFICERS 

COVERTLY INDICATED TO LAO GENERAL PHASOUK THEIR INTENTION TO DISSOCIATE THEMSELVES 

FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE CONTROL.AFTER SEVERAL ARMED CLASHES WITH VIETNAMESE REQULARS THE 

GROUP MADE ITS WAY TO A POINT NEAR PAKSE,WHERE THE RALLIERS WERE WELCOMES BY CIVILIANS 

AND THE ROYAL LAO MILITARY .OTHBR GROUPS FOLLOWED IN APRIL AND MAY INCLUDING OVER TWENTY 

OFFICERS, TEN OF THEM FIELD GRADE. 

3. AGAIN,ON AUGUST 27,HE PATTERN WAS REPEATED WHEN DEPUTY BATTALION COMMANDER SALEE, 

OF THE 1 12TH PATHET LAO BATTALION, TOGETHER WITH 95 SOLDIERS AND TEN CIVILIAN RANKING 

OFFICERS,RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE. 

IN ALL CASES, INTERVIEWED DEFECTORS TOLD STORIES OF MISTREATMENT,OPPRESSION,AND HBAVY 

TAXATION OF LAO CIVILIANS AT THE HANDS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY.THEY TOLD OF COBRCION 

OF LAO BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND OF THE OBVIOUS mung, Seer ha TO SUBORDINATE LAO 

INTERESTS TO THOSE OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. |



“BAN HOUEL SAL VIENTIANE USIS 031930 Sept. 71 

USIS ACIS 

(| PRIORITY) 

( DID (3) SEPTEMBER. 71 ) 

1. PATHET LAO ®ROOPS CONTINUE TO DESERT THE NORTH VIETNAMES# AND RALLY TC THE ROYAL 
LAO GOVERNMENT. A GROUP OF THIRTY PATHET LAO OF THE ELEVENTH BATTALION ATTEMPTED 
TO LINK UP WITH GOVERNMENT FORCES NEAR KHONG ISLAND IN SCUTHERN LAOS BUT WERE 

_ BLOCKED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, WHO ENGAGED THEM IN A FIRBFIGHT. HOWEVER, THREE 
SOLDIERS FROM THIS GRCUP WERE KILLED BUT THREE CTHERS WERE ABLE TG MAKE THEIR WAY 
TO PAKSE. . 
29 A GROUP OF 37 PATHET LAO YESTERDAY SAFELY RALLIED TO THS GOVERNMENT SLDEB AND 
TODAY 6 SOLDIERS OF THE FOURTH COMPANY, TWELFTH BATTALION, APPEARED AT WAPIKHAM~ 
“PHONG. SIXTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE. THEY wERE WELCOMED BY ROYAL LAO FORCES, 
AMONG THIS COMPANY-SIZE GROUP WERE THREE MAJORS. IN INTERVIEWS WITH REPCRTERS THEY 
TOLD OF THEIR DISCONTENT AT HAVING TC SERVE UNDER THE OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. TWO 
MORE COMPANIES OF PATHET LAO ARE EXPECTED TO RALLY IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
3. ALSO FROM PAKSE WAS ANNCUNCEMENT OF THE HECAPTURZ OF LAO NGAM, AN IMPORTANT 
SOUTHERN TOWN, BY ROYAL JMNM LAO TROOPS. GOVERNMENT FORCES ENTERED THE TOWN YESTERDAY 
» FREEING IT FROM THREE WEARS OF NORTH VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION. LAO NGAM M88 HAD 
BEEN USD AS A SUPPLY BAS AND STAGING AREA FCR ENEMY CPERATICNS IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 061625 SEPT" 1 

usIS ac 

" PRIORITY * 

( DID 06 SEPT 71 ) 

1. HEAVY ACTION IN LAOS WAS CONFINED MOSTLY TO THE SOUTH, WHERE FIGHTING NEAR 

LAC NGAM, SARAVANE, AND PAKSONG HAS SET UP. 

, 2. LAO NGAM WAS FREED FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION LAST WEEK, AFTER BEING 

HELD BY THE ENEMY FOR THREE YEARS TO SERVE AS A SUPPLY BASE AND STAGING AREA 

“<"" FOR ENEMY OPERATIONS IN THE SOUTH. 

3 SARAVANE, A PROVINCEALY CAPITAL NEAR {HE HO CHI MINH TRAIL, WAS LIKE WISE 

LIFTED FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE CONTROL LAST MONTH, AND LAO CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATION 

REESTABLISHED FIGHTING CONTINUES, HOWEVER, NEAR AND AROUND. 

he EAST OF PAKSONG, NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE HAS FORCED A PULLBACK OF ROYAL 

LAO TROOPS A FEW KILOMETERS, ANB A LARGE EXPENDITURE OF ARTILLERY HAS CHARACTERIZE 

-D THE ACTION FOR THE LAST TWO DAYS. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(BX) 
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BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE usIS 071725 Sept. 71 . 

USIS ACtS 

CPRIORiITyY) 

(| DTD SEPTEMBER 7.1971 ) 

1, MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS CENTERED MONDAY AND THUSDAY IN TWO SEPARATE AREAS: 

THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, AND THE MOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE SOUTH. 

2. AT LAST FOUR SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS. 

3. IN THE SOUTH, LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES RSPORTED SEVERAL CONTACTS WITH THENM NORTH 

VIETNAMESE IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF SARAVANE, SOME FORTY FIVE KILOMETERS NORTH 

OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, AND OTHER SKIRMISHES NEAR LAO NGAM, ABOUT TEN KILOMETERS 

NORTH OF THE PLATEAU. LAO SGAM, RECAPTURED LAST WEEK BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS, HAD 

BEEN UNDER NORTH VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION FOR QVER THREE YEARS. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM) 

| 
i



BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 082015 SEPT'71 

UsIs 

PRIORITY 

( DID SEPTEMBER 8, 1971 ) 

1. SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTED TUESDAY AND 

WEDNESDAY FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

2. SCATTERED LIGHT SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF BORIKHAN,SOME 

ONE HUNDRED TEN KILOMETERS EASTNORTHEAST OF VIE,AND A FEW SMALL ENCAGEMENTS WERE 

REPORTED IN SOUTHERN LAOS NEAR THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. 

3. IN THE MEANTIME,ANOTHER LARGE GROUP OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED TO THE 

GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS,SIXTYTHREE PATHET LAO SCLDIERSLED BY THREE OFFICERS 

CAME OVER TUESDAY TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN AN AREA ABOUT FORTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF 

PAKSE.ALL THE RALLIERS BELONGED TO THE SECOND COMPANY OF THE TWELFTH PATHET LAO 

BATTALION.THE NUMBER OF PATHET LAO TROOPS RALLIEB TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN THE 

LAST FIVE MONTHS IS NOW AROUND FIVE HUNDRED MEN. ALL THE RALLIERS REPORTED THAT 

THE OPPRESSIVE METHODS USED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TOWARD BOTH THE PATHET LAO 

AND THE LAO CIVILIANS LED TO INCREASING ENMITY BETWEEN NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES 

AND PATHET LAO TROOPS. 

FROM: BARNES. 
SD



BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 091710 Sept. 72 

USIS ACtS 

(PRIORITY) 

(| DID SEPTEMBER 9,1971 ) 

1, MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS CONTINUED AT A MODERATE LEVEL WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY, 

MOSTLY IN THE AREA OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN PART OF THE CONNTRY. 

2. SEVERAL SHARP ENGAGEMENTS, AND MORTAR§ AND ARTILLERY FIRE EXCHANGES, WERE 

REPORTED WEST AND NORTHWEST OF PAKSONG NEAR THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE PRATEAD. 

AT ONE POINT ALONG HIGHWAY TWENTY-THREE LINKING PAKSONG WITH PAKSE, GOVERNMENT 

TROOPS WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW A FEW KILOMETERS FORLOWING A SERONG ATTACK BY AT 

LEAST TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE COMPANIES. 

3. ONLY A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES, 

; (PM)



BAN HOUKI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 1221625 SEPT'71 

UsIS PASS TO AC'S USAHD. 

* PRIORITY 

( DTD 12 SEPT 7h ) 

1. SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY EXCHANGES CONTINUED FRIDAY 

ABD SATURDAY IN TWO AREAS OF PRINCIPAL MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS IN RECENT MONTHSS, 

THE PLAIN OF @ARS IN THE NORTH CENTRAL PART OF THE COUNTRY AND ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU 

IN SOUTHERN LAOS. ALL THESE SKIRMISHES WERE PATROLSTYPE ENGAGEMENTS AND DID NOT 

AFFECT THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(Bx)



BAN HOUIE SAI VIENTIANE USIS 132230 Sept. 71 . 

uSIS AC'S 

CPRIORITY ) 

( DID SEPTEMBER 13,1971 ) 

1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS SUNDAY AND MONDAY WAS CONCENTRATED MAINLY IN THE 
SOUTHERN PART OF THE KINGDOM BN THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, WHERE GOVERNMENT FORCES 
SECURED NEW POSITIONS FOR A MOVE TO RETAKE PAKSONG NEAR THE WESTERN EDGE OF THE 
PLATEAU. 
2. GOVERNMENT TROOPS ARE N@W DEPLOYED ON THREE SIDES OF THE TOWN, AT SOME POINTS AS 
CROSE AS THREE KILOMETER FROM PAKSONGL 
3, SEVERAL SHARP ENGAGEMENTS WERE REPORTED DURING THE EARLY PHASE OF THE OPERATION, 
BUT THE GOVENNMENT FORCE MANAGED TO SECURE MOST OF ITS INITIAL OBJECTIVES. 
lh. PAKSONG, AN IMPORTANT COMMERCIAL CENTER ON THE FERTILE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, WAS 
ATTACKED AND CAPTURED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ALMOST FOUR MONTHS AGg. 

. 5. IN THE MEANTIME ANOTHER FIFTYNINE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS, INCLUDING SIX OFFICERS, 
RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 
6. THE RALLIERS, WHO BROUGHT THEIR WEAPONS WITH THEM, CONTACTED LAO GOVERNMENT UNIT 
AT BAN OKHAT, SOME FORTYFIVE KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE, IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA 
WHERE RECENTLY A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF OTHER PATHET LAO TROOPS JOINED THE GOVERNMENT 
SIDE. 
7. THE FIFTYNINE RALLIERS BELONGED TO THE FIRST AND SIXTH COMPANIES OF THE © TWELFTH 
PATHET LAO BATTALION. ONLY A WEEK AGO ALMOST AN ENTIRE COMPANY CF THE SAME BATTALION, 
SIXTYSEVEN MBN OF THE SECOND COMPANY, RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT. 
8, THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS WHO RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN 
RECENT MONTHS IN SOUTHERN LAOS STANDS NOW AT WELL OVER FIVE HUNDRED. 
9. A LARGE PROPORTION OF THE RALLIERS WERE INTEGRATED AT THEIR REQUEST INTO THE 
ROYAL LAO ARMY. MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED OF THEM ARE ACTIVELY IN THE CURRENT OPERATION 
AIMED AT RETAKING PAKSONG. 
10. ONLY VERY LIGHT AND SPORADIC MILITARY AC#IVITY WAS REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS 
OF LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES, 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 142215 SEPT'71 , 

USIS 

“PRIBBITY" 

( DID SEPT 14, 1971 ) 

1. FORMER PL SOLDIERS WHO HAVE RALLIED TO THE LAO GOVERNMENT SIDE AN PROVINCE VERY 

EFFICIENT IN FIGHTING TPE NORTH VIETNAMESE,ACCORDING TO COLONEL KHAM PHET THOUNSAVETH, 

DEPUTY COMMANDER CF THE FOURTH MILITARY REGION IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 

2. MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED PL SOLDIERS HAVE RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT SIDE IN SOUTHERN 

LAOS IN RECENT MONTHS .THE LATEST GROUP OF FIFTYNINE MEN,INCLUDING SIX OFFIERS,CAME IN 

MONDAY REPORTING TO A GOVERNMENT OUTPOST SOME FORTYFIVE KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE. 

3. COLONEL KHAMPET,IN AN XERINXEN INTERIVIEW QUOTED BY THE LAO OFFICIAL PRESS AGENCY" 

LAO PRESS,"SAID MOST OF THE RALLIERS COME FROM THE AREA OF PAKSO®G AND WAPIKHAMTHONG, 

WHERE THE FRICTION BETWEEN THE PL AND THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IS THE MOST SEVER, COLONEL 

KHAMPHET SAID ALSO THAT ALMOST NINETY PERCENT OF THE RALLIERS ARE ETHNIC LAO,BUT OTHER 

ETHNIC GROUPS ARE ALSO REPRESENTED. 

. THE COLONEL EMPHASIZED THAT THE RALLIERS WERE RECEIVER BY THE ROYAL LAO ARMY LIKE 

BROTHERS AND ARE WELL CARED FOR BY THE AUTHORIZES MANY OF THEM VOLUNTEERED TO FIGHT 

AGAINST THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND WERE INTEGRATED INTO THE LAOTIAN ARMY."THEY ARE VERY 

GOOD SOLDIER, " EXX SAID COLONEL KHAMPHET "THEY KNOW THE TERRALWWSL, THEY KNOW ENEMY 

POSITIONS, AND THEIR COMMANDO UNITS OF ABOUT TEN MEN EACH EASILY INFILTRATE NORTH 

VIETNAMESE DEFENSES , WHERE ee torre HEAVY LOSSES @N THE ENEMY. 

FROM: BARNES. SD



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 151905 Sept. 71 . 

USsIS Acts 

CPRIORITY) 

( DID SEPTEMBER 15,1971 ) 

1. SHARP FIGHTING CONTINBED WEDNESDAY ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE TOWN OF PAKSONG NEAR THE 

WESTERN EDG OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 

2. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES ENTERED PAKSONG TUESDAY AND ENCOUNTERED STRONG RESISTANCE FROM 

NORTH VIE@NAMESE TROOPS WELL ENTRENCHED IN BUNKERS AND IN FORTIFIED BUILDINGS OF THE 

TOWN. FIREFIGHTS AND ENGAGEMENTS CONTINUED ALL DAY, TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY, WITH GOVERNMENT 

FORCES ATTACKING FROM THE EASTERN AND SOUTHERN SECTORS OF PAKSONG. OTHER GOVERNMENT @iNt 

UNIT, LOCATED WEST OF PAKSONG ALONG ROUTETWENTY-THREE, ARE EBCOUNTERING VERY STIFF NORTH 

VIETNAMESE OPPOSITION, AND SO FAR, WERE NOT ABLE TO ADVANCE TOWARD THE EMBATTLED TOWN. 

3. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT AT LEAST THREE BATTALIONS OF THE NINTH NORTH VIETNAMESE REGIMENT 

ARE DEFENDING PAKSONG. PAKSONG FELL TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ON MAY 16TH ALMOST EXACTLY 

FOUR MONTHS AGO. 

lh. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES HAVE BEEN TRYING TO RECAPTURE THE OWN SINCE EARLY AUGUST, 

BUT WERE NEVER ABLE TO COME AS CM@SE TO THEIR OBJECTIVE AS THEY ARE NOW. 

5. OTHER AREAS OF LAOS REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET, WITH ONLY A FEW LIGHT SKIRMISHES 

REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL PART OF THE COUNTRY. 

FROM: BARNES, 

(PM)



BAN HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 161916 SEPT'71 

UsIs 

PRIORITY 

1.THE SOUTHER LAOTIAN TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IS BaCk IN GOVERNMENT 
HANDS XETERLAFTER A FOUR MONTHS OCCUPATION BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 
2. THE FIVE DAYS BATTLE FOR PAKSONG SEEMS TO BE BRAWING TO A CLOSE,WITH ALMOST ALL 
OF THE TOWN SECURED BY GOVERNMENT FORCES .AT LAST REPORT THURSDAY, RMOPPING-UP OPERATIONS 
CONTINUED AGAINST SMALL POCKETS OF NORTH VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE. 
3. AFTER CLEARING THE TOWN,GOVERNMENT UNITS MOVED ON THE SECURE THE AIRSTRIP,JUST NORTH 
OF PaKSONG.THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, WIO ARE REPORTED TO BE DEFENDING THE AIRSTRIP WITH 
SOME TENACITY, ARE BEING GRADUALLY PUSHED BACK AND LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIES EXPECT 
TO BE SOON IN FULL CONTROL OF THE AIRFIELD. 
4, THE FIGHTING FOR PAKSONG WAS REPORTED AS VERY SHARP,AND BOTH SIDES SUFFERED 
NUMBEROUS CASUALTIES.A ROYAL LAC ARMY SPOKESMAN STATED THAT AT LEAST 137 NORTH 
VIETNAMESE SELEERSXNARXEEMNXEERN SOLDIERS HAD BEEN KILLED,WHILE GOVERNMENT FORCES LOST 
THIRTY-MEN KILLED IN ACTION. 
S. THE TOWN ITSELF DID NOT SUFFERED MUCH DAMAGE DURING THE FIGHTING. IN ORDER TO 
SPARE THE TOWN,GOVERNMENT FORCES DID NOT USE ARTILLERY OR AIRSTRIKES AGAINST PAKSONG 
EVEN THOUGH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FORTIFIED THEMSELVES IN MANY BUILDINGS AND HAD 
TO BE DRIVEN OUT WITH SMALL ARMS FIRE AND HAND GRENADES. 
6. A FEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE AREAS 
OF LAO NGAM AND SARAVANE.THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ONLY SOME 3X 
SMALL SKIRMISHES REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES, 

8D



id 
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BANHOUEISAL VIENTIANE usIS 17225 Septe 71 

USIS ACTS 

(PRIORITY) 

( DID SEPTEMBER 17,1971 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS FRIDAY CONTINUED MOPPING UP OPERATIONS IN THE IMMEDIATE 

VICINITY OF THE TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE WESTERN BOG OF THE BOLOVENS PL IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 

2. PAKSONG WAS RECAPTURED THURSDAY AFTER A FIVE DAY BATTLE WITH THi NORTH VIETNAMESE 

WHO OCCUPIED THE TOWN SINCE MAY 16, 

3. BY SUND@WN THURSRAY ALL OF PAKSONG, INCLUDING THE AIRSTRIP JUST NORTH OF TOWN, 

WAS IN GOVERNMENT HANDS. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE LEFT WELL OVER ONE HUNDRED OF THEIR 

DEAD SCATTER AROUND THE SCATTER OF THE TOWN, LAO MILITARY SPOKESMAN INDICATED THAT 

AT LEAS# 137 NORTH VIETNAMESE BODIES WERE FOUND ABEER THE BATTLE, WHILB THE GOVERN- 

-MENT LOSSES WERE GIVEN, AS 32 KILLED AND 57 WOUNDED. 

lhe GOVERNMENT UNITS ARE PREPARING NOW TO CLEAR THE LAS® STRETCH OF ROUTE TWENTY THREE 

READING TO PAKSONG FROM PAKSE, IT IS ESTIMATED PHAT SCME THREE TO FOUR HUNDED NORTH 

VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE STILL DEPLOYED ALONG THE ROUTE IN NUMROUS AND WELL FORTIFIEDS 
a 

S BUNKERS. AFEW LIGHT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL 

LAOS, THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVERY QUIET. 

FROM: BARNES, 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 181435 SEPT'71 . 

USIS 

PRIORITY 

( DID 18 SEPT 71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES SATURDAY CONTINUED MOPPING-UP OPERATIONS IN THE IMMEDIATE 

VICINITY OF THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN 

LAOS. 

2. THE ROAD FROM PAKSONG TO PAKSE,A LITTLE MORE THAN FIFTY KILOMETERS TO THE WEST,IS NOT 

YET CPEN.SOME FOUR HUNDRED NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE ENTRENCHED ALONG A SEVEN. 

KILOMETERS STRETCH OF THE HIGHWAY CLOSE TO PAKSONG,AND GOVERNMENT UNITS TRYING To 

DISLODGE THEM ARE MEETING STRONG OPPOSITION. 

3. CIVILIANS ARE GRADUALLY RETURNING TO PAKSONG,AND SEVERAL SHOPS ARE ALREADY OPEM 

FOR BUSINESS..THE TOWN ITSELF SUFFERED VERY LITTLE DAMAGE IN THE RECENT FIFTHING. 

NO AIR STRICKES WERE CONDUCTED AGAINST PAKSONG.THE PAKSONG HOSPITAL,HOWEVER,OPERATED BY 

THE PHILLIPINO TEAM FROM"OPERATING BROTHERHOOD"WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY THE NORTH 

VIETNAMESE SOOM AFTER THEY CAPTURED THE TOWN ON MAY SIXTEENTH. 

lh. SEVERAL SMALL UNITS CLASHES WERE REPORTED NEAR LAO NGAM,ANOTHER LOCALITY RECAPTURED 

BY GOVERNMENT FORCES ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO.LAO NGAM,LOCATED ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTH 

OF PAKSONG,HAD BEEN UNDER NORTH VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION FOR ALMOST THREE YEARS, 

5, A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL 

LAOS AND IN AN AREA ABOUT TWENTY FIVE KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL 

OF LUANG PRABANG.THE REST OF THE COUNTRY REMAINED RELATIVELY QUIET. 

sp 
FROM: BARNES,



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENT LANE USIS 220627 Sept. 71 . 

SIS acts 

CPRIORITY) 

( DTD SEPTEMBER 21,1971 ) 

1. MILITARY SITUATION IN LAGS MONDAY AND TUESDAY REMAINED ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED 

WITH NO LARGER ENGAGEMENTS REPORTED. 

2, IN THE VICINITY OF THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED TOWN OF PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN LAOS, 

GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE CONDUSTING CLEARING OPERATIONS SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES 

WERE REPORTED, INDICATING THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS ARE STILL IN THE AREA. 

EAST OF PAKSONG, GOVERNEMENT UNITS, UPPORTED BY ARTILLERY AND ROYAL LAO WARPLANES, 

PROGED STRONG NORTH VIETNAMESE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE wHICH 

LINKS PAKSONG WITH PAKSE. SOME TWENTY FIVE NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WERE KILLED 

IN THIS ACTION BUT THIR POSITICNS REMAINED UNBROKEN. 

3. A PEW SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATRAU, NEAR LAO NGAM 

AND SARAVANE, SEVERAL MORE FARTHER NORTH, IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE AND 

A NUMBER OF PATROL CLASHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES TOOK PLACE ON THE PLAIN OF JARS 

IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS, 

FROM: BARNES, 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE WIS 230655 SEPT'71 , 

WSIS 

PRIORITY 

( DD 22 SEPT 71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS, ENGAGED IN MOPPING-UP OPERATIONS AROUND THE SOUTHERN 

TOWN OF PAKSONG,REPORTED TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY SEVERAL SHELLINGS BY NORTH VIETNAMESE 

MORTARS AND ROCKETS. IN THE MEANTIME, GOVERMENT BE FORCES § WEST OF PAKSONG ARE 

MOVING TOWARD FORTIFIED NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITIONS, BLOCKING PART OF THE ROAD THAT 

LINKS PAKSONG WITH PAKSE. 

2, FARTHER NORTH,IN THE GENERAL AREA OF LAO BMS MGAM,JUST NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU 

GOVERNMENT UNITS DISCOVERED A NORTH VIETNAMESE SUPPLY DEPOT OF AMMUNITION AND OTHER 

EQUIPMENT. NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS GUARDING THE DEPOT FLED AT THE APPROACH OF 

GOVERNMENT TROOPS. 

3. SEVERAL CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE, SOME EIGHTY 

KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET. . 

h. A FEW LIGHT CONTACTS ANE ARTILLERY EXCHANGES TOOK PLACE ON THE PLAIN OF JaRS IN 

NORTH CENTRAL LAOS WHILE THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS REPORTED CALM. 

FROM: BARNES. 
sD



BAN HOUBI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 240708 Sept. 71 | 

SIS acts 

(PRIORITY) 

, (DID SEPTEMBER 23,1971 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES, ENGAGED IN CLEARING OPERATIONS AROUND THE TOWN OF PAKSONG 

ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU RRPORTED ONLY TWO CONTACTS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS. IN 

ONE INCIDENT NORTH VIETNAMESE GUNNERS SHILLED A GOVERNMENT UNIT SOME SEVEN KILOMETERS 

NORTHEAST OF PAKSONG. ANOTHER CLASH OCCURRED ALONG ROUTE TWENTY«THREE, SOME EIGHT 

KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG, WHERE GOVERNMENT TROOPS FAILED TO DISLODGE THE NORTH 

VIETNAMESE FROM THEIR WELL FORTIFIED BUNKERS, BLOCKING THE HIGHWAY WHICH LINKS PAKSONG 

WITH PAKSE, BAD WEATHER PREVENTED THE USE OF LAO WAR-PLANES IN SUPPORT OF GOVERNMENT 

TROOPS. 

2. THE VILLAGE OF SOUKHOUMA, ABOUT FIFTY<FIVE KILOMETERS SOUTH OF PAKSE WAS ATTACKED 

TUESDAY NIGHT BY AGROUP OF COMMUNIST COMMANDOS FIRIN@ SMALL ARMS AND B-l0 ROCKETS. 

THE ATTACKERS KITLED TWO VILLAGE MILITIAMEN AND WOULDED THE VILLAGE CHIEF AND ONE 

SOLDIER. 

~ 3, SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL 

LAOS. GOVERNMENT #ROOPS IN THE AREA DISCOVERED A SIZEABLE CAGRE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE 

AVMUNITION OF DIFFERENT TYPES. 

le COMMUNIST SOLDIERS AMBUSHED TWO CIVILIAN TRUCKS ON HIGHWAY THIRTEEN BETWEEN 

VIEWTIANE AND THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. THE TRUCKS WERE DESTROYED AND TWO 

CIVILIANS WERE KILLED IN THE ATTACK, 
S. THE REST OF THE COUNTRY WAS REPORTED RELATIVELY QUIET. FROM: BARNES. (PM)



Baw HOUEL SAI VIENTIANE USIS 242000 SEPT'71 , 

UsIS 

PRIORITY 

( DID 2) SEPTEMBER 1971 ) 

1, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS STILL HELD TURSDAY AND FRIDAY IN THEIR STRONG BANKERS 

ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, PREVENTING GOVERNMENT FORCES FROM OPENING 

THE ROAD FROM PAKSE TO THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS 

PLATEAU. 

2. GOVERNMENT PROBES FROM BOTH ZAST AND WEST FAILED TO DISLODGE THE NORTH 

VIETNAMESE, WHO COUNTER EXSENEACH GOVERNMENT ATTEMPT WITH HEAVY MORTAR AND 

SMALL ARMS FIRE. 

3. OTHER GOVERNMENT UNITS, ENGAGED IN CLEARING OPERATIONS NORTH AND NORTHEAST 

OF PAKSONG REPORTED SEVERAL NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS BY MORTARK AND ROCKET FIRE. 

. PARTHER NORTH,GOVERNMENT TROOPS REPORTED SEVERAL CLASHES WITH THE NORTH 

VIETNAMESE IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE,SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF 

SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE. 

5. SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE ALSO REPORTED FROM THE 

PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES, sD



BAN HOUEI Sar VIENTIANE UsIS 251558 szprt77, , 

UsIS PLEASE PaSS TO AC¥S USAID 

* PRIORITY * 

( DID 25 SEPT 72 ) 

1. MILITARY SITUATION INLAOS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY REMAINED BASICALLY UNCHEANGED. 

2. SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTS CONTINUED IN THE VICINITY OF THE RECENTLY RESAPTURED 

TEWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU SNSOUTHERN LAOS. GOVERNMENT TROOPS 

CONTINUE THEIR OPERATIONS TO CLEAR THE AREA OF THE NORTH VIEWMAMESE BUT SO FAR 

DID NOT SUCCEED TO OPEN THE ROAD LINKING PAKSONG WITH PAKSE. IN THE NORTH VIET 

NAMESE ARE WELL DUG IN ALONG THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE ROAD AND ALL ATTEMPTS 

° TO DISLODGE THEM ARE COUNTERED SY HEAVY MORTAR, ROCKET AND SMALL ARMS FIRE. 

3~e GOVERNMENT FORCES NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU FOUGHT A SHARP ENGAGEMENT 

WITH AN ESTIMATED TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE COMPANIES IN AN AREA ABOUT ELEVEN KILOMETERS 

SOMTHWEST OF SARAVANE: AT LEAST TWENTY NORTH VIETNAMESE & 

SOLDIERS WERE KILLED 00 7 WOUNDED, WHILE THE GOVERNMENT FORCES SUFFERED 

VERY LEBHT CASUALTIES. 

hk SCATTERED CLASHES WER REPORTED IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH 

CENTRAL LAOS, ABOUT EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAS) OF SARAVANE. 

5. NUMEROUS SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES, SOME OF THEM QUITE INTENSE, WERE ALSO REPORTED 

FROM THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOSS. 

FROM: BERNES (Bx)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 271608 Sept. 71 

USIS Acts 

CPRIORiITY) 

( DID SEPTEMBER 27,1971 ) 

Le LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES SUNDAY AND MONDAY CONTINUED CONSOLIDATING THIRE POSITIONS 

AROUND MUONG SOUI, A FORMER NERTRALIST STRONG HOLD JUST OFF THE NORTH WESTERN EDGE OF 

THE PLAIN OF JARS. IT HAD BEEN RE@ATURED BY GOVERNMENT ‘EROOPS SATURDAY, AFTER BEING 

HELD BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FOR EIGHT MONTHS. GOVERNMENT UNITS MET WITH ONLY LIGHT 

WORTH VIETNAMESE OPPOSITIONS. 

2. SEVERAL SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES, SOME OF THEM SHARP, WERE REPORTED FROM 

: THE PLAIN OF JARS ITSELF, MOSTLY IN THE CENTRAL PART OF THE PLAIN. 

3. SPORADIC CLASHES AND SHELLINGS CONTINUED AROUND MUONG BHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LASS. 

. FARTHER SOUTH, GOVERNMENT TROOPS ENGAGED IN CLEARING OPERATIONS AROUND THE TOWN OF 

BAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU REPORTED SEVERAL SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTSZN THE GENERAL 

AREA OF PAKSONG. THE ROAD FROM PAKSONG TO PAKSE REMAINS CLOSED, WITH THE NORTH VIET~- 

-NAMESE HOLDING ONTO THEIR STRONGLY FORTIFIED POSITION ALONG THE ROAD ABOUT FOUR KILO- 

-METERS FROM PAKSONG. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 291903. Sept. 71 

USIS Acts 

CPRIORITY) 

( DID SEPTEMBER 29,1971 ) 

le FORTY-SIX MORE PATHE: LAO SOLDIERS AND CADRES HAVE RALLIED TC THE GOVERNMENT SIDE 
IN SOUTHERN LAOS, BRINGING TO SLaefY + SEVEN THE TOTAL FOR THE PAST TWO DATS. 
2. LIKE THE BROUP OF TWENTY-ONE THAT RALLEED IN A DIFFERENT LOCALITY YESTERDAY, THE 
MOST RECENT RALLIERS BELONGED TO THE TWELFTH PATHET LAO BATALION. TWO OFFICERS AND 
FIVE CIVILIAN OFFICIALS, ONE OF THEM A VILLAGE CHEEF, WERE AMONG THE FORTY-SI. AND 
LIKE THE CTHER GROUP, THE SOLDIERS CAME WITHOUT WEAPONS, SAYING THAT THE NORTH VIET~- 
wNAMESE RECENTLY TOOK THEIR ARMS AWAY. 
3 THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS AND OFFICIALS WHO HAVE RALLIED TO THE 
GOVERNMENT SIDE SO FAR THIS YEAR IS JUST OVER SEVEN HUNDRED, COMPARED TO ONLY ABOUT 
TWO HUNDRED LAST YEAR. 
4. LAO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN PAKSE DISCLOSED THAT AN UNUSUAL RALLIER JCINED THE 
GOVERNMENT ON SEPTEMBER ELEVENTH. HIS NAME ISSOUN SONG, AND HE ACTED IN THE SOUTH AS 
A SPECIAL EMVOY OF PATHET LAO LEADER PRINCE are crates WAS CHARGED WITH FINDING 
OUT THE REASONS FOR THE GROWING FRICTION BEIWLEN THE PA’ LAO AND THE BORTH VIETNAMESE 
AND ORDERED TO TRY AND MEND THE BREACH, DISCAVERING THAT THE ENMITY BETWEEN THE PATHET 

We THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WAS BEYOND RECONCILIATION, BOUNSONG RALLIED TO THE ROMAL 
GOVERNMENT . . 
5. IN THE FIGHTING IN THE SOUTH, GOVERNMENT FORCES, AFTER A SHARP ENGAGEMENT, REREPTURED 
THE AGRICULTURAL STATION ON ROUTE SWENTY-THREE, SOME SEVEN KILOMETERS WES® OF PAKSONG. 
FOR ABOUT TWOMMM WEEKS NOW, SINCE THE RECAPTBRE OF PAKSONG BY GOVERNMENT FORCES ON 
SEPTEMBER 16, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAD BEEN HOLDING OUT IN WELL FORTIFIED POSITIONS 
IN AND AROUND THE AGRICULTURAL STATION, PREVENTING THE OPENING OF THE ROAD BETWEEN 
PAKSONG AND PAKSE. AS OF WEDNESDAY AMTERNOON THE ROAD IGNOT YET DECLARED OPEN FOR 
TRAVEL. GOVERNMENT UNITS CONTINUED MOPPING UP OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA. 
&~ FARTHER NORTH, A PEW SCATTERED CLASHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL AREA SOME SEN 

KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST . OF SARAVANB SPORADIC SKERMISHES TOOK PLACE NEAR MUONG PHALANE 
IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, ABOUT LIGHTY KILOMEFERS EAST OF SAVANWAKHET. 
7. ONLY A FEW LIGHT ENGAGEMENTS WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS. GOVERNMENT UNITS 
ENGAGED IN CMEARING OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF RECENTLY RECAPTURED POSITIONS AROUND 
MUONG SOUI, NORTHWEST OF THE PLAIN, REPORTED AE LEAST TWO ATTAEKS BY MORTAR FIRE AGAINST 
THEIR PaTROIS. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USES 302010 SEPT'71 

USIs 

PRIORITY 

( DID 30 SEPT 71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES CONTINUE CLEARING OPERATIONS ALONG ROUTE TWENTY-THREE 

JUST WEST OF PAKSONG IN SOUTHERN LAOS WEDNESDAY,GOVERNMENT TROOPS MOVING FROM 

THE WEST RE«OCCUPIED THE AGRICULTURAL STATION LOCATED ALONG THE ROAD ABOUT SEVEN 

KILOMETERS WEST OF PAKSONG.LATER ANOTHER WRIT ADVANCED TO WITHIN FOUR KILOMETERS 

OF TRE STATION FROM THE EAST.THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE STRONG DEFENSIVE POSITIONS 

ALONG THIS STRETCH OF ROUTE TWENTYSTHREE, AND THE CLEARING OPERATION BY GOVERNMENT 

FORCES CONTINUES. 

2. A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES TOO} PLACE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF PAKSONG. ONE 

CLASH WAS REPORTED FROM AN ARRA NEAR THE CAMBODIAN BORDER, ON THE MEXON? RIVER 

SOUTH OF KHONG ISLAMD. 

3. INTERMITTENT FIGHTING CONTINUED NEAR MUONG PHALANE,SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST 

OF SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE REPORTED TO BE WELL 

FORTIFIED IN THIS ABANDONED TOWN AND,SO FaR, EFFORTS TO DISLODGE THEM HAVE BEEN 

UNSUCCESSFUL. 

4, ONLY A FEW LIGHT CONTACTS, WERE REPORTED FROM ZRKR THE PLAIN OF JARS 

TH NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

FROM: BARNES. SD



Cas 

ECT, 

BAN HOUBI SAT VIENTIANE USIS 011910 Sept. 71 

usIs acts 

CPRIORiTY) 

( DED 01 OCTOBER 1971 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES WERE REPORTED FRIDAY TO HAVE CLEARED THE ROAD BETWEEN PAKSE 

AND PAXSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS. TWO GOVERNMENT COLUMNS, ONE MOVING 

FROM THE WEST AND ANOTHER FROM THE EAST, LINKED UP ON ROUTE TWENTY-THREE ABOUT SIX 

KILOMETIRS EAST OF PAKSONG THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HELD A FEW KILOMETERS OF THIS ROAD FROM 

WELL PREPARED DEFENSIVE POSITIONS FOR ABOUT TWO WEKS AFTER THE GOVERNMENT TROOPS ENTERED 

PAKSONG. 

2. TWENTY~EIGHT MORE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED YESTERDAY TO THE GOVERNKENT SIDE IN 

SARAVANE, NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, BRINGING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PATHET Lao 

RALLIERS SINCE MARCH THIS YEAR TO SEVEN HUNDRED THIRTY. THE MCST RECENT RALLIERS STATED 

THAT THEY BELONGED TO THE WHELFTH PATHZT LAO BATTALION AS A GUERRILLA UNIT. THEY BROUGHT 

ONLY HAND GRENADES WITH THEM, NO OTHER WEAPONS,SAYING, LIKE TwC OTHER GROUPS BEFCRE THEM 

THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAD RECENTLY DISARMED THEM. 

3. SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTS CONTINUED AROUND MUCNG PHALANE, SOME EIGHT! KILOMETERS EAST 

OF SEWANNAKHET IN SOUTH CENIRAL LAOS. 

ly. IN NORTH CENTHAL LAOS, LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS, CLEARING THE ANSA IN THE VICINITY oF 

THE RECENTLY RECAPTURED POSITION OF MUONG SOUL, NORTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS, DISCOVER- 

<@ED A NORTH VIETNAMESE MUNITIONS CACHE CONTAINING ABOUT HAL A TON OF B-O ROCKETS. 

SEVERAL SHARP CLASHES WERE REPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS IT SELF, BUT THERE WAS NO 

CHANGE IN THE OENERAL SITUATION THERE. FROM: BARNES. (PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 021703 OCT'71 

USIS 

PRIORITY 

( DID 02 OCT 71 ) 

1, MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY REMAINED LIGHT WITH NO SIGNIFICANT 

ENGAGEMENTS REPCRTED. 

2,GCVERNMENT FORCES,WHICH FRIDAY CLEARED THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FROM THEIR LAST FORTIFIED 

POSITIONS ALONG THE PAKSONG=PAKSE ROAD IN SOUTHERN LAO CONTINUE MOPPINGslP OPERATIONS 

IN THE AREA. 

3. AT LEAST TWO SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES WERE REPORTED IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF SARAVANE, 

NORTH OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. 

. SEVERAL LIGHT CLASHES TOOK PLACE ON THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS .FOLLOWIN 

TWO OF THESE ACTIONS, GOVERNMENT UNITS CAPTURED Serena vere WEAPONS 

AMMUNITION,AND ASSORTED MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 

5, GOVERNMENT UNITS DEPLOYED SOME THIRTY—FIVE KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL 

OF LUANG PRABANG REPORTED TWO CONTACTS WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE AREA. 

FROM: BARNES. 

sD



BAN HOUET SAY VIENTIANE JSIS okseo ocrt71 

usIS PASS TO AC'S USAID 

® PRIORITY 

« DTD oh ccT 72. ) 

1. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN LAOS SUNDAY AND MONDAY REMAINED AT A RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL 

2. SEVERAL SCATTERED SKIRMSHES WERE RSPORTED FROM THE PLAIN OF JARS AND NWAR EAEY 

MOUNG SOUI, NOR:HWEST OF THE PLAIN. 

3e IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, A FEW CLASHES TOOK PLAGE, MOSTLY IN THE VICINITY OF Em 

MOUNG BE PHABANE, SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SARAVANE. 

he IN SOUTHERN LAOS, LIGHT CONTACTS CONTINUED NEAR ROUTE TWENTY=THREE LINKING. 

PaKSE WITH PAKSONG. GOVERNMENT FORCES CLEARED THE LAST SECTION OF THIS R@AD 

CLOSE TO PAKSONG, BUT SOME NORTH VIETNAMESE UNITS ARE STILL PRESENT IN THE AREA 

AND TH& R@MD HAS NCT BEEN DECLARED SAFB FOR CIVILIAN TRAFFIC. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(Bx)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS O51510 ocT*" 7 

BSXKE USIS PASS TO AC'S USAID. 

" PRIORITY # 

( DID 05 ocr 72 ) 

1. SCATTERED SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES AND OCCASIONAL ARTILLERY EXCHANGES CONTINUED MONDAY AMI 

TUESDAY INVARIOUS PARTS OF LAGS, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN THE OVERALL MILITARY 

SITUATION. 

2, IN THE SOUTH, GOVEANMENT FORCES ENGAGED IN CLEARING OPERATIONS ALONG THE ROAD BETWEEN 

PAKSE AND PAKSONG ON JHE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, REPORTED SPORADIC CONTACTS WITH NORTH XXWE= 

VIETNAMESE UNITS IN THE AREA, 

3. A FEW LIGHT CLASHES WERE REPORTED FARTHER NORIH, NEAR SARAVANE, IN THE VICINITY oF 

MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS, AND ON THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

GOVERNMENT TROOPS DEPLOYED ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETE’S NORTH EAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF 

LP HAD AT LEAST ONE LIGHT ENGAGEMENT WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

le LAO GOVERNMENT WARPLANES DESTROYED A COMMUNIST SUPPLY BASE NEAR BAN HOUKI SAI IN 

NORTHWESTERN LAGS. THE INFORMATION AS 10 THE LOCATION OF SASH WAS GIVEN BY A PATHET 

LAO SOLDIER WHO RALLIED 10 THE GOVERNMENT SEDE ON OCTOBER FIRST. 

FROM: BARNES. 

/ (Bx)



BN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 061755 OCT'71 , 

USIS 

PRIORITY 

( DTD 6 OCTOBER 71 ) 

1.ONLY SCATTERED SMALL UNIT CLASHES AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REPORTD 

TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF LAOS. 

2, THE SHARPEST ENGAGEMENTS TOOK PLACE IN THE SOUTHERN REGION OF LAOS.SOME THIRTY 

KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF PAKSE,WHERE A GOVERNMENT UNIT CLASHED THREE TIMES WITHIN 

TWENTYFOUR HOURS WITH A MIXED NORTH VIETNAMESE@PATHET IXKMLAO FORCES, 

3. LIGHT CONTACTS WERE REPORTED IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL 

LAOS SOME EIGHTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET ALONG ROUTE NINE. 

lk. LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES ON THK PLAIN CF JARS REPORTED SEVERAL SKIRMISHES WITH THE 

NORTH VIETNAMESE.IN ONE 10 covet ARTILLERY FIR#D ON TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE TANKS 

AND TWO TRUCKS MOVING OUT OF KHANG KHAY IN THE NORTHEASTERN PART OF THE PLAIN. IN 

ANOTHER ACTION,GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY DESTROYED A NORT VIETNAMESE BUNKER,KILLING OR 

WOUNDING MCST OF THE COMMUNIST SOLDIERS MANNING THE PCSITION. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(SD)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE wsIs 071905 Oct. 71 

usIs acs 

(CPRIOGRITY) 

( DID OCTOBER 07,1971 0 

1. COMMUNIST SOLDIERS TUESDAY AMBUSHED THREB CIVILIANS ON MOTORCYCLES SOWTH OF 

SAYABOURY TOWN IN NORTHWESTERN LAOS. ONE CIVILIAN WAS KILLED AND ANOTHER WOUNDED 

SURVIVORS SAID THE AMBUSH WAS STAGED BY ABOUT TWENTY PATHE® LAO TROOPERS. 

2. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN OTHER PARTS GF LAOS CONTINUED AT LOW LEVEL. SEVERAL SKIRMISHES 

TOOK PLACE ON THE PLAIN OF JARS, IN ONE ENGAGEMENT GOVERNMENT TROOPS REPORTED BEING 

SHELLED BY TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE TANKS. THE INCIDENT OCCURRED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PART 

OF THE PLAIN, IN THE SAME AREA WHERE THE TWO TANKS HAD BEEN SIGHTED A DAY EARLIER. 

3. GOVERNMENT UNITS NORTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS REPORTED TWO CONTACTS WITH THE 

NORTH VIETNAMESE IN THE VICINITY OF MUONG SOUI. 

lk. IN SOUTHERN LAOS, AK FEW CLASHES TOCK PLACE NEAR PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU 

AND IN THE VICINITY Of THE AGRICULTWRAL STATION WEST OF PAKSONG ALONG THE ROAD TO 

PAKSE. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 040918 NOV?71 

uSIS PLEASE PASS TO AC'S USAID 

a " PRIORITY * 

~ ( DID 02 NOVEMBER 71 ). 

1. SMALL UNIT SKIRMSISHES AND SPORADIC SHELLINGS CONTINUED TUESDAY AND 

WEDNESDAY IN SEVERAL AREAS OF LAOS. 

2, AT LEAST FIVE PATROL-SIZE CLASHES WERE REPOZTED FIOM AN ARLA ABOUT 

THIRTY-FIVE KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. 

3. ONLY ONE SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENT TOOK PLACE ON THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH 

CENTRAL LAOS, WHILE CNS SKIRMISH AND TWO LIGHT SHELLINGS WERE REPORTED FROM 

THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SCUTHERN LAOS IN THE VICINITY OF PAKSONG. . 

FROM: BARNES. 

(Bx)
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. BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE Is 052005 NOV.71 ‘ 

USIS 

PRIORITY 

( DID 05 NOVEMBER 1971 ) 

L.THIRTY-NINE MORE PATHET LAO SOLDIERS RALLIED WEDNESDAY TO THE LAO GOVERNMENT 

SIDE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 
CAPITAIN KHAM PONG 

2,THE THIRTY-NINE WERE LED BY THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER, SAREARXEX WHO WAS 

SENT TO THE SOUTH LESS THAN THREE MONTHS AGO FROM PATHET LAO HEADQUARTERS AT SAM NEUA 

IN NORTHEASTERN LAOS. CAPTAIN KHAMPON? REPORTED THAT IN SAM NEUA HE SERVED AID-Die 

CAMP TO GENERAL SINGAPO,THE DEPARTY COMMANDER OF THE PATHET LAO FORCES. 

3.THE RECENT RALLIERS, ONE OF WHOM IS A NURSE,BROUGHT THEIR WEAPONS WITH THEM WHEN THEY 

REPORTED TO GOVERNMENT TROOPS AT MUONG WAPI,SOME SIXTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF PAKSE. 

\,,THE LATEST VERIFIED NUMBER OF PATHET LAO SOLDIERS MHO HAVE RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT 

SIDE SINCE LATE MARCH THIS YEAR IN SOUSHERN LAOS ALONE IS NOW EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTY-FOUR. 

SeTHE RALLIERS REPORT EVER INCREASING FRICTIONS BETWEEN NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS AND 

PATHET LAO IN THE AREA.ACCORDING TO THE RALLIERS,THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MISTREAT PATHET 

140 SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS ALIKE,AND GENERALLY COMFORT THEMSELVES NOT AS ALLIES BUT AS 

CONQUERORS SEVERAL PATHET LAO UNITS WHICH PREVBOUSLY RALLIED TO THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO 

FIGHT THEIR WAY HMEX OUT FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE ENCIRCLEMENT.MANY OF THE RALLIERS 

VOLUNTEERED IMMEDIATLY TO FIGHT ON THE GOVERNMENT SIDE AGAINST THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

INVADERS .RALLIER UNITS FOUGHT IN THE BATTLE TO RECAPTURE PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS 

PLATEAU IN MID SEPTEMBER, AND OTHERS PROVED MOST USEFUL IN LEADING GOVERNMENT FORCES



@3O NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMS AND MUNITIONS CACHES. 

6,IN THE MEANTIME,MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN LAOS CONTINUED AT A RELATIVELY LOW LEVELS 

THOUGH SEVERAL SMALL UNIT SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY EXCHANGES WERE REBORTED ON THE 

PLAIN OF JARS AND IN THE HEKNZEX NEARBY AREA AROUND MUONG SOUI IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

7.FARTHER SOUTH, A GROUP OF VILLAGERS HARVESTING RICE NEAR THE VILLAGE OF BAN NALONG, 

NORTHWEST OF BORIKHANE, WAS AMBUSHED BY COMMUNIST SOLDIERS,WHO KILLED ONE GIBILIAN XHBK 

AND WOUNDED THREE. A GOVERNMENT ESCORT UNIT ENGAGED THE AMBUSHERS, FORCING THEM TO 

WITHDRAW.THE GOVERNMENT UNIT SUFFERED LIGHT CASUALTIES IN THE FIGHT. 

8, TWO LIGHT CONTACTS WERE REPORTED NEAR MUONG PHALANE IN SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

9,IN THE SOUTH A FEW CLASHES OCCUPERED IN THE AREA BETWEEN SARAVANE AND THE NORTHERN 

BOXERNMENT RIM OF THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU,IN ONE ACTION,GOVERNMENT TROOPS SURPRISED TEN 

NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS PUSHING A DISABLED SOVIET BUILT TRUCK NEAR THE JUNCTION 

OF ROUTES TWENTY THREE,SIXTEEN,ANDZ@S TWO RUNDRED THIRTY ONS.AFTER WOUNDING AT LEAST 

LIVE NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS, THE GOVERNMENT UNIT CAPTURED THE TRUCK AND FOUND THAT & 

THE VEHICLES NEEDED ONLY A BATTERY AND GASOLINE TO BE OPERATIVE. 

FROM: BARNES. 

SD 

es . ae



BAN HOUEI Sal VIENRIANE USIS 270858 Nov. 71 , 

USIS PasS TO aC'S USAID. 

" PRIORITY * 

( DID 26 NOV 71 ) 

1. LAO MILITAIRY AUTHORITIES ANNOUNCED FRIDAY THAT A CAPTAIN OF THE MEDICAL CORPS OF 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY CAME OVER TO SURRENDER TO LAO TROOPS NEAR SENO, IN SOUTH 

CENTRAL LAOS, ABOUT THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF SAVANNAKHET. THE FORTY-ONE YEAR 

OLD ARMY DOCTOR NAMED NGUYEN THMH KHAO SAID THAT OVER THE YEARS HE WAS PROGRESSISELY 

BE COMING MORE AND MORE DISENCHANEAD WITH THE COMMUNIST REGIME IN NORTH VIETNAM. A 

VETERAN OF 25 YEAR SERVICE IN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY, CAPTAIN BHAO'S LAST POST WAS 

COMMANDER OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY HOSPITAL IN MUONG PHINE ON THE WESTERN EDGE 

OF THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL, ABOUT ONE HUNDRED FORTY KILOMETERS EAST OF SAVANNAKHET. 

2. A NUMBER OF SMALL UNIT CONTACTS AND SPORADIC ARTILLERY AND MORTAR EXCHANGES WERE 

REPORTED FRIDAY FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE KINGDOM OF LAOS. 

3. A FEW PATROL SIZE CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE AREA OF GOVERNMENT SWEEP OPERATIONS SOME 

FIFTY KILOMBTERS NORTHEAST OF LUANG PRABANG. ONE SHELLING INCIDENT WAS REPORTED IN THE 

VICINITY OF XIEN LOM NEAR THE BORDER WITH THAILAND, ABOUT ONE HUNDRED FIFTY KILOMETERS 

WEST OF LUANG PRABANG. 

4, SKIRMISHES AND ARTILLERY DUELS CONTINUED ON THE PLAIN OF JARS WITH NO CHANGE IN THE 

OVERALL SITUATION. 

5_ ONLY AFEW SCATTERED LIGHT CONTACTS WERE REPORTED FROM SOUTH CENTRAL LAOS. 

6. IN THE SOUTH, LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS OPERATION IN AN AREA ABOUT THIRTY-FIVE KILOMETERS



SOUTHEAST OF SARAVANE, REPORTED A FEW CONTACTS WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND CAPTURE, 
AFTER A SHARP NNGAGEMENT, OF A NORTH VIETNAMESE BASE CAMP THAT HAS BEEN USED AS A FIELD 

HOSPITAL A FEW MEDICAL SUPPLIES ERK WERE FOUND AT THE CAMP, BUT GOVERNMENT TROOPS SEIZED 

SEVERAL WEAPONS AND OTHER MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 

7. ONE CLASH AND ONE SHELLING ISCIDENT OCCURRED ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN THE VICINITY 

OF PAKSONG. 

8, FARTHER SOUTH, A GOVERNMENT UNIT AMBUSHED A PATHET LAO PATROL, CAPTURING THREE COM- 

MUNIST SOLDIERS. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(PM)



. BAN KCUEI SAI VIGHTLANE USIs 271600 NOV! 72 , 

usIs PASS TO aC'S USAIR 

™ PRIORITY * 

( DrD 27 NOV'71 ) 

1. LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS FRIDAY CAPTURED AND SECURED THE TOWN OF THATENG AT THE WESTERN 

APPROACHES TO THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL, SOME THIRTYFIVE KILOMETERS SOUTH OF SARAVANE, IN 

SOUTHERN LAOS. 

2, THATENG LIES AT THE CROSS-ROADS OF ROUTE TWENTYTHREE, LEADING FROM SARAVANE TO PAKSONG 

ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU, AND ROUTE SIXTEEN, SKIRTING THE EASTERN RIM OF THE PLATEAU. 

ROUTE SIXTEEN FORMS A PART OF THE HO CAI MINH TRAIL COMPLEX, THATENG WAS OCCUPIED BY 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FOR ALMOST THREE YEARS AND WAS USED BY THEM AS TRANSHIPMENT STATION. 

3. THATENG FELL FRIBAY AS THE RESULT OF A SWIFT THRUST BY LAO TROOPS MOVING SOUTHEAST 

OK EWHX FROM SARAVANE, EARLIED IN THE WEEK, LAO GOVERNMENT FORCES HAD OCCUPIED BAN 

PHONE, ABOUT TWENTY KMS EAST OF THATENQ AFTER SEVERAL SHARP ATTACKS AGAINST THE NORTH 

VIETNAMESE IN THE AREA. THE GOVERNMENT UNITS THEN CONTINUED OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS 

AIMING AT DISRUPTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOP CONCENTRATIONS. IN THE /MEXNEING, OTHER 

LAO TROOPS MOVED AGAINST THATENG AND, AFTER TWO DAYS OF SHARP FIGHTING, FORCED THE 

NORTH VIETNAMESE TO WITHDRAW FROM THE TOWN. 

l. ELSEWHERE IN SOUTHERN LAOS, GOVERNMENT TROOPS GLASHED TWICE WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE 

FORCES IN THE VICINITY OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU. IN ONE ENGAGEMENT, NORTH 

OF PAKSONG, GOVERNMENT ARTILLERY SUPPORTED LAO TROOPS IN THEIR ATTACK ON NORTH VIETNAMESE 

UNITS. (BK)



A : 

, IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS/FEW MINOR CONTACTS AND SHELLING INCIDENS WERE REPORTED IN 

THE VICINITY OF MUONG SOUI, NORTHWEST OF THE PLAIN OF JARS. THE PLAIN ITSELFWAS RELATIVE 

LY QUIET,, WITH ONLY ONE PATROL CLASH REPORTED. oe 

64 ONE CONTACT, INVOLVING EXCHANGES OF MORTAR FIRE, TOOK PLACE ABOUT FIFTY KMS NORTH 

OF THE ROYAL CAPITAL OF LP. 

FROM: BARNES. , 

(BX)
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\ BAN HOUEI SaI VIENTIANE USIS 071920 DEC'71 , 

USIS 

PRIORITY 

(DTD DECEMBER 7, 1971) 

USIS USINFO DATED 7 DEC IS REPEATED FOR YOUR INFOs 

1.NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS OF AT LEAST A BATTALION STRENOHT EARLY TUESDAY 

ATTACKED THE TOWN OF PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATEAU IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 

2,THE ATTACK,WHICH STARTED SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT,HAS NOT SUCCEDED IN 

PENETRATING LAO GOVERNMENT DEFENSES ACCORDING TO XASTESELATEST REPORTS, THE Xi 

ACTION AROUND PAKSONG CONTINUED. 

3~PAKSONG,WHICH HAD FALLEN TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IN MID-MAY THIS YEAR, WAS 

RECAPTURED AFTER HEAVY FIGHTING BY LAO GOVERNMENT TROOP IN MID-SEPTEMBER. 

THE TOWN WAS FOUND TO BE ALMOST UNDAMAGED AND AT FIRST MANY CIVILIANS 

RETURNED TO THE WEST, WAS NEVER FULLY SECURE WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

OFTEN AMBUSHING AND SHELLING BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIANS TRAFFIC.IN THE LOST 

COUPLE OF MORTHS MANY CIVILIANS LEFT PAKSONG, MOVING TO THE PAKSE AREA. THERE X 

ARE FEW CIVILIANS LEFT IN TOWN. 

\.MONDAY, LAO GOVERNMENT TROOPS EVACUATED THE TOWN OF SARAVANE NORTH OF 

THE BOLOVENS PLATEAUARTER AFTER REPULSING EARLIER IN THE DAY SEVERAL STRONG 

ATTACKS BY AT LEAST TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE BATTALIONS .THERE ARE NO CIVILIANS 

IN SARAVANE AND THE LAO MILITARY COMMAND ARDERED THE TACTICAL WITHDRAWAL 
AS THE TOWN IS CONSIDERED OF NO MILITARY VALUE.THE WITHDRAWAL WAS COVERED 
BY AIR STRIKES. 
S.THERE WAS LITTLE MILITARY ACTIVITY REPORTED FROM OTHER REGIONS OF LAOS. 

dis
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"BAN HOUEE SAI VIENTIANE UsIS 091100 ‘DEC'71 : 

USIS PASS TO AC'S ae 

“PRIORITY ' 

( DID 08 DEC 72 ) 

1. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN LAOS WEDNESDAY REMAINS BASICALLY UNCHANGED. 

2. NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS LAUNCHED TUES AGAINST PAKSONG ON THE BOLOVENS PLATAU 

IN SOUTHERN LAOS SUBSIDE BY THE EVENING OF THE SAME DAY AND ONLY SPORADIC CONTACTS 

WERE REPORTED FROM THIS AREA. ALL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS AR@UND PAKSONG HELD. 

3 SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN THE VICINITY OF THATENG NORTH OF 2BE 

BOLOVENS - PLATEAU, WHERE GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE CONDUCTING A SPOLLING OPERATION. 

he FARTHER NORTH, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AL IN POSSESSION OF THE AvANDONED TOWN 

OF SARAVANE, EVACUATED BOY GOV!RNMENT UNITS MONDAY. NORSH VISTNAMESE TROOPS, 

APPARENTLY UNAWARE THAT LAO UNITS PULLED CUT CF SARAVANE EARLIER, STORMED THE 

EMPTY POSITIONS LATE MONDAY AND SUFFERED SEVERE CASUALTIES WHEN THY WERE CAUGHT 

IN THE OPEN BY LAC WARPLANES, 

5, THE AREA OF THE PLAIN OF JARS REMAINED RELATIVELY CAIM WITH ONLY A FEW SHELLING 

INCIDENTS REPORTED. 

6 SEVERAL SMALL UNIT CONTACTS TOOK PLACE SOME 4S KILOMETERS NORTH Of LP AND IN 

THE VICINITY OF XIENG LOM, DUE SAST OF LP, NEAR tH2 THAI BORDER. 

FROM: BARNES. 

(HX)



BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE USIS 091800 DEC'71 | 

USIS : 

PRIBRITY : 

(Dm DEC 9, 1972) ~ 
1.THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE AS OF THURSDAY IN THE OVERALL MILITARY SITUATIONEN/LAOS. 

2,SPORADIC SHELLING AND GROUND CONTACTS CONTINUE AROUND PAKSONG,MOSTLY NORTH AND 

NORTHEAST OF THIS BOLOVENS PLATEAU TOWN IN SOUTHERN LAOS. 

3.A FEW SMALL UNIT ENGAGEMENTS WERE REPORTED FROM THE AREA OF THATENG,NORTH OF THE 

BOLOVENS PLATEAU. 

A GOVERNMENT UNIT OPERATING SOME FIFTEEN KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF SARAVANE CLASHED 

WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE AREA,KILLING TEN NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS AND 

DESTROYING TWO OF THEIR HEAVY TRUCKS .GOVERNMENT CASUALTIES WERE VERY LIGHT WITH NO 

FACILITIES. 

5.THE PLAIN OF JARS IN NORTH CENTRAL LAOS WAS RELATIVELY QUIET WITH ONLY ONE PATROL 

CLASH REPORTED. 

6.A FEW SCATTERED SKIRMISHES TOOK PLACE IN THE GENERAL AREA OF XIENG LOM AND HONG SA 

IN NORTHWESTERN LAOS NEAR THE THAI BORDER AND ABOUT FORTY-FIVE KILOMETERS NORTHEAST 

OF THE ROYAL CARITAL OF LUANG PRABANG. 

FROM: BARNES. sD 

es
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BAN HOUEI SAI VIENTIANE usIS 212103 DEC'71 , 

USIS " 

PRIORITY 

(1) 
( DID DECEMBER 21, 1971 ) 

1.eLAO GOVERNMENT FORCES,AFTER BEING PUSHED OFF THE PLAIN OF JARS AT THE END OF A HEAVY 

THREE-DAY BATTLE,ARE REPORTED TO BE REGROUPINGH TO FORM NEW DEFENSE POSITIONS SOUTHWEST 

OF THE PLAIN. 

2,THE NORTH VIETNAMESE EARLY SATURDAY ATTACKED LAC GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ON SHE PLAIN OF 

JARS WITH A THREE*PRONGED DRIVE SUPPORTED BY TANKS AND VERY HEAYY ARTILLERY AND MORTAR 

BARRAGES .LAO MILITARY AUTHORITIES DESCRIBED THE INTENSITY OF NORTH VIETNAMESE FIRE AS THE 

"HEAVIEST EVER ENCOUNTERED XKKIN LAOS." AT THE SAME TIME,THE ATTACKING NORTH VIETNAMESE 

WERE RERURTXN PROTECTED BY EQUALLY INTENSE ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE WHICH, TOGETHER WITH 

UNSEASONALLY INCLEMENT WEATHER,HAMPERED AIR OPERATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT SIDE. 

3,THE LOSSES ON BOTH SIDES ARE SAID TO BE HEAVY,BUT NOFIGURES ARE AVAILABLE.LAC TROOPS, 

BEFORE BEING FORCES OUT FROM THEIR POSITIONS ON THE PLAIN OF JARS,INFLICTED SERIOUS 

CASUALTIES ON THE ATTACKERS.AT SEVERAL DEFENSE POSITIONS LITERALLY HUNDREBS OF NORTH 

VIETNAMESE BODIES WERE SEEN IN THE BARBED WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS. 

,.BY MONDAY NIGHT ALL GOVERNMENT POSITIONS ON THE PLAIN WERE LOST, INCLUDING ALL ARTILLERY 

BASES « 

§,IN THEIR OFFENSIVE,THE NORTH VIETNAMESE USED NOT ONLY HIGHLY INTENSE FIRE,BUT ALSO LARGE 

NUMBER OF GROUP TROOPS ASSAULTING LAO POSITIONS IN WAVE AFTER WAVE.
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