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RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMEINT OF STATE
RELATING TO INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF
KOREA (CHOSEN), 1910-1929

On the nine rolls of this microfilm publication are repro-
duced the records from the decimal file of the Department of
State, 1910-29, that relate to internal affairs of Korea., The
records, consisting of bound volumes and unbound documents,
are mostly instructions to and despatches from diplomatic and
consular officials; the despatches are often accompanied by
enclosures, Also included in these records are notes between
the Department of State and foreign diplomatic representatives
in the United States, memorandums prepared by officials of the
Department, and correspondence with officials of other Govern-—
ment departments and with private firms and perzons, The ILists
of Tocuments or "purport sheets! reproduced on rcll 1 give
briel abstracts of the documents reproduced in this microfilm
publication and serve as a finding aid to the documents them-
selves, The arrangement of the entries on these lists generally
corresponds to the arrangement of the documents in the file,

From 1910 to 1963 the Department of State used a decimal
system for its central files, assembling and arranging individ-
ual documents according to subject and assiening file numbers,
The decimal file consists of nine prinary classes numberea 0
through &, each covering a broad subject area, The records
reproduced in this microfilm publication are in Class 8, Internal
Affairs of States. The country number assigned to Korea is 95;
thus the documents bear the file number 895 and relate to
internal affairs of Korea., A decimal point is used after the
first three digits, followed by a number that represents a spe-
cific subtopic, This number, in turn, may be followed by a
slant mark (/). In such cases the numbers after the slant mark
were assigned to individual documents as they were accumulated
on a specific subject. For example, a decimal file number taken
from a document reproduced in this publication is £95.52/20.

The number 52 signifies that the subtopic is land, and the
number after the slant mark indicates the number of documents
on this subtopic.

The documents under one subject classification are generally
in chronological order, coinciding with the document number
assigned (which follows the slant mark). There are instances,
however, when a document file number was not assigned until a
date considerably later than the one on which the document
was received,

Cross~reference sheets referring to related records under
other subject classifications in the decimal file have been
reproduced as they occur, and appropriate cross-reference nota-
tions appear in the Lists of Documents, Other cross-reference



notations are to documents in the '"numerical file,! a system used
for the central files of the Department of State for the period
1906~-10. The checkmarks that appear by most entries in the left-
hand column of the Lists of Documents indicate that the papers
are in the file; entries without marks, it is believed, refer

to documents that were not among the records when they were
received from the Department of State,

Some of the documents that have been checked in the Lists
of Documents do not appear in this microfilm publication, The
file contains security-classified documents and communications
received from and classified by foreign governments and Federal
agencies, in addition to those classified by the Department of
State, Documents that have not been declassified are not
available as part of this publication., The National Archives
and Records Service does not have authority to make repro-
ductions of such documents available to searchers,

The largest group of records reproduced in thig microfilm
publication concerns political affairs of Korea, Korea was
annexed to Japan by treaty on August 29, 1910. The name Korea
usually will be used, although Chosen was the name applied
during the years of Japanese rule, Some of the political sub-
Jjects discussed are defects in governmental administration;
fortification of Chinhai Bay; official supervision of missionary
activities; the treaty of annexation of Korea by Japan; Japanese
courts and the Korean judicial system, 1910; changes in land
laws; transfer of criminal proceedings against U.S. citizens to
Seoul, 1911; cessation of British jurisdiction in Korea, 1911;
speeches by the Governor General of Korea to the Provincial
Governors, 1911-13; U.S5. recognition of Japanese jurisdiction
in Korea; publication of results ot the administration of Korea
eince annexation, 1914; activities of Korean residents of Hawaii,
1915; an interview with the Secretary of the Japanese bmbassy
concerning Korean residents of Honolulu, San Francisco, and
other American cities, 1916; unrest in northern Korea, 1919;
burial service for the late Emperor; the Korean national move-
ment; a letter from Syngman Rhee on the independence movement
in Secul, 1919; anti-Japanese demonstravions, disturbances in
Harbin, and ill treatment of Koreans by Japanese soldiers;
Korean Declaration of Independence, March 1, 1919; retaliatory
acts by Japanese soldiers; disturbances in Pyongyang; bombing
attempt on lives of Governor General Saito and his wife; flight
of Prince Yi Kang from Seoul and his subsequent arrest, 1919;
reports, resolutions, and protests, of U.S. church organizations;
press statement of Baron Saito, Governor General of Korea,
reviewing results of his administration during the year 1920;
second election of members of the various municipal and village
advisory councils held in Seoul and elsewhere, 1923; reports on
political, sociological, and economic conditions in Korea, 1924;
report on the socio-sconomic situation in rural Korea by
Dr. Edmund de S, Brunner, 1927-28.,



The records reproduced in this microfilm publication are
part of the records in the llational Archives designated as
feneral Fecords of the Department of State, Record Group 59.

In the same record group in the llational Archives are
several seriez of records containing additional material on
relations between Korea and the nited States., There are copies
of instructions from the Department of State to U,S, lMinisters
to Korea, 1323-1905 (roll 109 of 1I77); despatches from U.S.
Iinizters Lo Forea to the Department, 1883-1905 (I134); notes
to the Korean Legation in the United States from the Department,
lega-1vid (roli 62 of M99); and notes from the Korean Legation
in the United States fo the Department, 1883-1%06 (MLEGD),

There are also microfilin publications available on despatches
from U.S. consular officials at Seoul, 1826-1906 (1147). Comple-
mentary to the despatches are instructions to consuls,

The method of arranging the diplomatic and consular series
cited above was discontinued in 1906, when the Department of
State adopted the practice of filing incoming and outgoing
correspondence, nemorandums, and other documents by subject in
a single numerical series, Information on documents relating
to Korea for the 190A-1C period may be found through the use
of card indexes and Lists of Documents in the National Archives,

Additional documents are in the remaining classes of the
Department of 3State decimal file as follows:

Class O, General, INMiscellaneous,

Class 1, Administraticn, Government of the United States,

Class 2., Extradition.

Class 3., Protection of Interests.

Class 4, Claims,

Class 5, International Congresses and Conferences,
Multi-lateral Treaties. League of Nations,

Class 6, Commerce, Customs Administration. Commercial
Relations, Treaties and Conventions.
Commercial and Trade Agreements,

Class 7. Political Relations, Bilateral Treaties,

In ‘Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the Department
of State, Record Group 84, are records originally kept at U.S.
diplomatic and consular posts, Among these are records of
the U.S. Legation in Korea, 1884,-1905 and of consular posts
in that country.

The records reproduced in this microfilm publication were
prepared for filming by Ralph E, Huss, who wrote these
introductory remarks and provided the other editorial material,






CONTENTS

The decimal rile number span and the subjects covered by

the documents reproduced in this microfilm publication are
as follows:

Roll

W N

File Number and Description

LISTS OF DOCUMENTS

895.00/L65 - ©95,927/2
Brief abstracts that serve as a finding
aid to the documents.

DOCUMENTS
POLITICAL AFFAIRS
895,00/465~536 Jan, 22, 1910-Jan, 21, 1911
895.00/537~62L Feb, 1911-Apr, 1919
895,00/625-711 Apr. 1919-June 1928
Bolshevism:

8v5.00B/0~1
Activities of the Communist International in
Korea., 1925,

Chief Executive:

895,001 ~ 895.0011/3
Reports on Governors General of Korea; appointment
of Marshal Count Yoshimichi Hasegawa, 19143 appoint-
ment of Acting Governor General, General Ugaki,
1927; return of Governor General Admiral Viscount
Saito to Korea; resignation of 3aito, and appoint-
ment of General Hanzo Yamanashi, 1927; resignation
of Yamanashi, reappointment of Saito, 1929; Korean
Royal Family: names and titles, 1910; death of
Prince Yi, Senior, former King, 1919; death of
Prince Chin, infant son of Prince Yi, Jr., and
Princess Yi, 1922.

Government

895.01 - 895,014
Administrative changes in the Government General of
Korea, 1912; Declaration of Korean Independence at
Seoul, March 1, 1919; organization of the Korean
Provisional Government, communication from
Dr, Syngman Rhee, and appointments and reorganiza-
tions in the Government General of Korea and Talwan,
1919; administrative policies and reforms, 1920;
movement for independence and home rule, 1925;
annual reports of the administration of Korea,
covering the years 1923-27; claim of Soon Hyun that
he is the only duly accredited agent of the Republic
of Korea in the United States, 1921; taxation of
merchandise moved between Japan and South Manchurian



Roll

File Number and Description

Railway, 1924,

Executive Department

895,021/0~1
New Commissioner of Foreign Affairs in the Govern-
ment General of Korea, 1916,

dudicial Branch

895.044 — 895.0492
Application of Japanese laws and ordinances to the
Government of Korea; reports from Seocul on powers
of attorney, consignment laws, bankruptcy laws,
19225 extension over Forea of Japanese notarial
law, 1913,

PUBLIC ORUER AND SAFETY

895.10 - 395,108
Feports of assaults on U.S. citizens, 1922; democratic
system of government by village guilds, 1912;
negotiation and proposals leading to the abolition
of foreign settlement of Chemulpo, 1910-13; opening
of the new settlement of New Wijo, 1910; police
organization, regulations, and jurisdiction, 1910-11;
fire regulations for warehouses, 1911; classes of
crimes committed, 1913..

895.111 - 895.1151
Regulations governing foreign laborers, 1910; com-
mercial companies, extraterritorial rights of foreign
corporations, collection of subscriptions, travelers
and changes of residence; control of manufacture,
sale, and use of explosives; reports of cultivation
of poppies, and the production, sale, and control of
narcotic drugs; newspaper report on Japanese brothels
in Korea,

Public Health

895.123 = 255,128,
Cemetery and cremation regulations; regulations con-
trolling dietary products, 1911; laws and regulations
governing practice of medicine and medical licensing,
and the practice of dentistry and of nursing, 1913-
17,

Correction and Punishment

895,13
Abolition of flogging as a penalty, 1920,

Charities

895,142 - 895,143
Red Cross; statistics on hospitals in Korea, 1912;
and regulations governing erection and control of
private hospitals. 1919,




foll
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File Number and Description

FPublic Works
Reports on lorean waterworks, 1910 and 19134 road
construction and improvement, regulations for control
of thoroughfares; roadmaps; harbors, 1917; harbor
regulations for open ports; the Chemulpo Harbor
Works, 1911; the railroad pier at Fusan, 1913; and
opening cf the Chemulpo wet dock, 1920,

MILITARY AFFAIES AND THE ARLY

895,20111 ~ 895,20293
Report on military activities of Siam in China on
the Korean-Manchurian border, 1923,

COCTIAL MATTERS

895,403 ~ 895,404
Report concerning invention and use of moveable type
in Yorea in 1403; new regulations tor religious
propagation, 1915,

History

895.415
Commemorative celebration of 20th anniversary of
the establishment of Educational Hall, 1929,.

Education
The Educational Ordinance of Korea, 1911; educational
regulations, 1911; extension to Korea of the Japanese
Imperial Rescript on Education, 1912; effect on
missionary schools of Japanese regulation of educa-
tion, 1915; revision of the private school regulations,
1920 and 1923; education courses in foreign schools,
1921; opening of a preparatory department of the New
University of Chosen, 1923,

895, 44Y1/0-1
Death and funeral of Prince Yi of Changtok, Korea,
1926,

ECONOMIC MATTERS

895,50 - 895,506k
Address by the Governor General of Korea on encour-
agement of home industries, 1915; reports on reform
and progress in Korea, 1919; foreign trade of Korea,
January l-June 30, 1924; census of Korea, including
reports on Japanese population and foreign populatiou
generally; cost of living among farmers of Korea
during 1915; marine and fire insurance agencies, 1917,
and life insurance, 1912,
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Financial Conditions

895,51 - £95,51G93
Reports of financial conditions in Korea; budgets
for Government Ceneral for fiscal years from 1911
to 1930; negotiation of a loan to the Chosen Central
Railway Company, 1922; loan to private interests in
Korea by the Cuarantee Trust Co., of New York, 192k.

Taxation:

895.512 - 895.5123

Riots in Pyongyang, 1910; tobacco tax, 191.4;
amendment of sugar consumption tax ordinance, 1922;
direct taxes in Korea in 1928; corporate income taxes,
1916; personal income taxes, 1919.

Monietary System:

895,515
Report on currency adjustments, 1911,

Banks and Banking:

895,516 - 895,51693
Semiannual reports of the Bank of Chosen for years
1911, 1919, and 1923; bank ordinances and regulations
in Korea, 1912; articles of association for the
Chosen Industrial Bank, 1917; organization, finances,
and activities of the Bank of Chosen, 1928-29; inter-
est rates and usury, 1911; activities of the Bank
of Chosen in Harbin, 1929,

lands and Real FEstate

895,52/0-20
land laws under Japanese rule, 1910-11; ordinances
and regulations relative to land ownership and
title; state lands, 191l; ordinance cencerning emi-~
nent domain, 1911; ownership of land by foreign
missionary societies, 1919; system of land surveys
and titles adopted in Korea, 1926,

Immigration

895.5593
Proposed law by Government General of Korea restrict-
ing land ownership for Chinese, 1928,

INDUSTRIAL MATTERS =

295.6020rk — €95.607/6
Activities of Oriental Development Co., 1912-16;
request for handiwork of children of the United
-States, Hawali, and the Philippine Islands for the
Korean Exhibition in Seoul in September, 1929,

Agriculture

895,61 ~ 895.6171/77
Reports on agriculture, 1912, 1919, and 1929;
irrigation projects, 1927; ordinance concerning
extermination of insects injurious to agriculture,
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1913; rice production and crop forecasts, cotton
crop forecast for 1924; tobacco monopoly estab-
lished, July 1921; afforestation, forestry laws,
and timber rights of the Oriental Consolidated
Mining Co.

Animal Husbandry

895,6225 - 895,628/1
Raw silk production, 1912 and 1924; whaling in Korean
waters, 1913; request for trout eggs from the United
States, 1917.

Mines and Mining

895,63 - 895.637/1
Reports on mineral wealth aof Korez, 1910: United
States owned gold mines, 1911; substance of report
for 1912 of the -Seoul Mining Co.; reports of mine
inspection, trips, 1921-22; reports on mineral deposits
and industries for years 1921, 1922, 1925, and 1926;
registration of the Chilsan Mining Co., 1912; reg-
istration of the Chosen Mining Co., 1911; mining
concession of Collbran and Bostwick, 1910-17; con-
cession of the Oriental Consolidated Mining Co.;
mining laws; reports on arsenic ores and arsenious
acid, 1923; barite deposits in Kogen Province, 1926,

Engineering

895,651 - 895.6L63
Building regulations of importance to U,S, residents
in Seoul, 1913; electric enterprises, 1912-13; re-
port on Diamond Mountain Electric Railway Co., 1924.

Manufactures and Manufacturing

895,651 — 895,6552
Proposed establishment of an iron foundry by a
Japanese organization, 1913; new law for the encour-
agement of the manufacture of iron and steel in
Japan made applicable to Korea by Imperial Ordinance,
1926; production of raw silk during 1926,

COMMUNTCATION AND TRANSPORTATION

Post

895,711 - 895.7181/7
Wartime post and telegraph regulations, 1916; interest
increase on postal savings, 1915; case of nondelivery
of registered mail, 1929,

Telegraph

95.721

Regulations for private telegraphs and telephones,
1911,

Wireless Telegraph

895.74/0-5

Military and commercial radio communication, 1926-29,
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Telephone

B95. 751
Regulations for private telephones in Korea, 1911,

Railway

895.77 - 895.773
Railroad development and improvement, 1910-12;
mileage, location, and capitalization of privats
railways in Korea, 1920; administration of Korean
railways, 1924; reports on State and private railways,
electric and hand railways, and automobile routes,
1927; map of railways in Korea, 1928; rates for
Manchurian-Japanese through traffic, 1914,

Street Railway

895.78
Report on new autobus services, 1927,

Other Means of Communication and Transportation

895.796 - 895.7971
Report on commercial aviation, 1929; regulations in

regard to airplane flights by U.S. flyers and air-
planes, 1929; automobile liability laws, 1923,

NAVIGATION
895.841/0-1

Regulation of tomnnage dues, 1912 and 1915.

OTHER INTERNAL AFFAIRS

Public Press

895,917 - §95.918/2
Regulations governing religious publications, 1910;
Asiatic Monthly Magazine, 1920; Japanese magazine
article, "Exposure of Present Condition of Our
Diplomacy," 1911,

Science

895,92511 - 895,927/2
Extension of Japanese standard time to Korea, 1911;
archaeological discoveries, 1910,

10

GSA DC 72.2403



