ls

Tnird iiceting of tie Grezt Lakes Deer Group

At Columbus, Chio, Uecember 1L and 15, 1950.

Jecember 1l4th

The neeting was opened at 7.30 F.2l. by L. 7. Krefiting, Chairman

The following deer orkers ' ‘ere attenul ng:

1.0 Fartlett, Game Division, iichigan Dept. of Conservation
d.A. fiaciullan, it it | . i 1

5eile Aitlock, | " i ‘

[D.Fa Switzenber, i . i i

A.F. Eoyce, " : i . u

J. le Joutflass, 0 _ ; i N

iiinnesota:
J. Lur.alow, . innezsota Conservation Jept.

‘isconsinu:

2.C. Guettin er, “'isccnsin Conservation Dept.

L

Cntario:

C.u, Eoz‘e, Tesecarci pivision, Cnt. Dept. @f Lands an d Forests
1—1 LJ Pas nor of iV T i1 o Tt . i
A, deVos, ¥isn end Tildlife oJivision, (nf. Jept. of I 0 E .

rederal Gevernment

L., grefting, Regional TPiologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servic:
¥ Clson); ﬁaglonal Biolog 1¢t, U.S. Fisn ana ¥ildlife Service

The following points were discussed:

L= Frusent Status

All present arfreed that the group is now recognized by the
different Departments as a working group which should get together
at least once_a _year. Unfortunately aUtLOTlSqthﬂ to attend the
ﬂsetln_‘ still e2ems to be .iard to Obtain for some members It
was decided tu4t tqe rname of the working group should be cnan~ ed
to read, "Great Lakes bdeer Croup lqubad of "Council®, (=
because of some objsctions to the latter wora.

2. Flace and date of next n.eting

The following possible meeting places were suggested for a
winter field trip:
Central JWiscousin, (ntario, :iinuncsots and the Quetico- Superior
Research Center. After somc discussion it was decided to meszt in
the evening of January 29th, in Rainyv lake Hotel in Fort Frances,
North-wrestérn Cntario. The Ontario Department will make further
arrangeilents and will send cut letters of invitations. Field trips
will be organized into the Fort Frances and fenora Forest Districts.

3. slection of Chairman and Sccretary:

L.7. ¥refting ras reelected as caairman, and A de Vos as

Ls Invitation of a Iiant wmcologist:

A, ueVos sugrmested that a plant ecologist, who is intercsted
L ' -~ g =2 < . N g , 3
in the c¢ffect of deer browsing on plant succession, be 1nv1teu to
give i:is vicwpoints to tie group. LEe nentionec :p¢01f1cal y Dr.

Jokn T. Curtis, Profecssor of otany at the University of “'iscomsin,
wno has a v.ory d‘tallbd nhowlauge of forest succession in the Great
Lakes hiegiorn. It was decided to send a letter of invitdion to him

for a meeting with some deer workers during the lorth American ‘"ildlafe

Conferecrice .



December 15th

This meetine, which was opened¢ at 7.30 ... by L. . nrefting,
Chairmarn, was not recstricted to tue memburg of the group, but
17as open to all deligates to the _idve.t 71ldlifc Conference.

3 oWm

Heports ‘rere given by representatianes of the different Jepts.
regarding the ueer situation in tneir States or Province.

idcnigan:

ir. Partlett mentioned that c¢fforts had teen made to liberalizc
t.ie hunting season in his State. It had been tried to get permissior
for a large take of deer. He said that in agricultural arcas and
the fruit belt more decr are allowved to be taken.

During 1949 330,000 gun licenses were sold, 24,000 permitl 'rerc
sold for an antlerless deer season in special areas (the azriculture
and fruit belt.) The buck kill by 12,000 archers iras 730 deer.

The Yuck kill in the regular season was 110,000 deer. Thexill in
SEuCial areas (antierless seasen) L,000 deer. The 1949 i &
the largest the State ever had. Last year not cenough dacer rere
romoved frow fruit damage areas. In two such areas this year =2
special season (5 days for 1 acer) was opened., The kill during

the archery season (Uctober lst - l.oveuwber 5tn) was nsavy, Ath

a success of 22.9w. Thoere was continued starvation in hegvily over-
browsecd are?s last winter. About 10,000 fawns_were lost (a iight-

medium loss Faims died mostly after the middle oif Iarcn. The

g;ag of the qic;gff had wasscd‘ar%ungﬁAgril lOEh but fawms kept
1y dying until Tlay lst. because of the late seasdn.

The recent hunting gseason was, aprarently a good one. The
regularsseason extended %rom hovembe?"iBth -"3C0th. Thic nwiber of
delr brouz.t across the Straits bitween the Upper and Lower reninsule
.nereased from about 10,000 to z2bout 11,000. Probably not :iore
than half of the number of antlerless dcer taken during the scason
in 1949 -rere shot.

..r. Bovce re orted on the deer kill in damage areas Jamage
cornplaints were generally less. He also commented on deer renellent:
He stated that %) .I. ¥ reacts with bordeaux spray. The rea tion
ta2kes place even if these substences are sprayed seperately. There
is considerable damage on apples in the rinter, Thers is "Diamond-
L beaver and elki repellent on the market made in Seattle. [llost
damage on chercies is done during the summer.

iir. Whitlock, Fatnologist, made a trip to ".ashington U.C.
regarding deer mortality in several States last springs in a large
section of the southeastern pertion of the U.S.A. lathologists
and bacteriologists generally found no .vidence of disease. OSome
toxic substance: was flound in ths stomach of one deer. The Aruy
claipmed that evidence was found of a definite deseace . Sone
des. deer were reported to be fcund in rifichigan during the summer.
lir. Fowle stated that in Alabama a dic-off was thought to be the
result of screw worm. r. Bartlett siaid that heavy frost wilted
some cherry leaves and made them poisonous, which may have resulted
in the die-off of scme deera

liinnesota;

iir. Purcalow stated that, as he nad not been working on daecr
investigations recently, he was not in a position to make definite
statements, He thougut that, gencrally speaking, deer worgers
had favoured an open scason. The leve o% the décer population was
apparently high in some and rather lcw in other areas, As the
deer nopulation was generally not considered to be very high, the
Commissioner decided to close the season, rather than take chances
Minnesota has not had a deer sceason for many years., It appeared
to Buicalow that conditions uer: Ffairly good for winter food. =ne
stated that apparently the deer population was dovm over a fairly
large arca as compared with prece.ding years. DJefinite brouse
lines have teen visable in northeastern ilinnesota since the carly
1930's. There is generally no closs yarding in Northeastern
viinnesota, as this arcs is situated north of the heavy snow Lelt.

. r. Iasouore made 2 statement zbout the deer abunwuance and
hunting pressure in Cntario. lle said that the nortiern boundary
of deer range uad been tentavively workea bout. eer are very
scattered along the nortacrn &imit of the range. There is mai.ly
tlack s~ruce forest there, very little 2spen and btirch. Jeer are
found therc mainly along the vater shicds. he s.oed 2 sliue of tle
dictribution and abundance of ceor. The areas 'ritn a heavy ciou .

wopulation to attract hunters rrere indicated. Shadsd aress inuicated



3.
the most densc population, e said tnat rcgione of geod havtitat
generally had the heaviest dser populations, excent fer the Henora
and Fort Frances Uistrict. He compared tne deer distribution with
the mean annual snowfall. Another slide showed the open scasons
for deeri, These are zoned in (ntarioc in zOleE north of tiie L.l
track, north of Lake huron and tac ¥roench aand .attawa Rivers, stc.
fassuore could not as vet wake a sefinite statement zbout t.e
recent hunting season. Hunters success in previous years was shout
Y
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30.5: this year it might be up to LOj or perhaps 50,5. Fe asc
/ Iy / e
the hizh success as due to tue iizht winter last ycar.

(=4

Trne season in cutuario is a ncdified tuci law: Lhusters w.o
are in 2 pa.ty can take &3 many Gocs ana fawnis as bucks. The =ill
of .ous .lus fawms is slightly .cavier than that of bucks. i€
congiaers that 50 deer per square a:le is a neavy nerulation in
Cntario, Frocecd ng in a cortrerly direction tuis should be
lowered, because of 2 less suitable habitat.

"{sconsin

..r. Guettinger remarked that the one buck lair is chanret 1owW
into an antlerless scason. He said that this lav as very satisfactorey
Last year 159,000 deer were killed. The se=son of 1949 -ras
complicated by bad eather corditions. He stated that in certral
‘ieconsin a very aeavy kill tock place in the jackpine-scrub oak
forest tvpe. After the scason was over tlere &S not much complaint
by the public.

Juring 1950 the scason was a period of seven days for any deel .,
The size of closed areas was doubled as a vrotection against over-
shooting. An <ffort vas maue to gut tue bulk of tne .unters to
the northern part of t.e Etate. The opuning day aad favourabrle
w2ather conditions, and tiere 1vas a 5075 sucCwSe in that day in the
northern arca. Checks since the finish of the scason in arcas
hunted heaviest indicated that @ zood ncpulation survived, The
overbrowsing is alleviated to some extondt in scme areas. 1n sone
spots the kill was as neavy as Cie deer per 15 acrvs. e passced a
fow remarke on wnat happencd on Chatbers Islarnd in Green Bay since
1945. Department personnel estimated the deer population of ti islend to
i. 250 Lefore the hunt in 1945, but uarvested thetnumber in a
controlled nurt. After the scason trag over, nmorg aecr vere trapped.
The remainine population was estiuated at 52. This fall not luss
tnan 120 ‘rere removed from the island.
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There rwre 7 fatal accidents in "isconsiu durin’y th¢ recernt
T

season. li. estinated a total of 300,000 hunbers ang a kill of
possibly 200,000. i thinks tunt 10 may ve wesirable to have a
similar scfson in the nortacrn arwva next year.

Wortheastern U.S.A.

;r. Studnclae, lesgiomal Supervisor of e Feaceral Aid Jivision
of the U. Fish and jildlife Service, made a few remarks about the

w

work of Cleveringhaus in tic Stote of wow Yorit. ke saild that tie
aorth cast aas a very hicn decr population. There is an an -deer

season in tiue different states. ULeer problems are in his opiuion
different in the nort :cast than in the Creat Lakes arez, altinough

in Vermont, i Hasvsiire, .aine and the Adircidacis conditions are
more alike. Decr managemernt in the hortheast is different than

in more southerly arcas because of yarding. He stated that more
work has beern done on deer during the past 10 yeors than ever

before and that | overin hauws i:as made the main contributions. His

s stem of work and tecanicuss can be wvorked out by anybody arywlivre.
d¢ has woiked out an age criteria system and i1s now vorking on deor
productivity. Studholric said that deer workers in the northesst get
together at least once a year. H advised our group to take zauvantare
of ¢everinghaus findings. Pennsylvania had a two day doe season ‘
b.for. the buck scason started. The doe szason kill s low, but
the buck secason kill as good.
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