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P\ Vyue SNovy sf Caldwell's Vrawne 

Ahig is an old and True story aloout 

tne. community o& = Coldwell's Crarvie as Told Ko 

US \n wierkiing oy lona - time resident, Mvs. Catheryn 

Fisher Smik\n . She learned alvout the carly 

Piromeeving Aay S thot were rich in patwiotism, 

Draw Some of the Things lard worl and happrne ss 

thok helped Mrs. Smith ; - 
| leacn about Coldwell. IV NUMeErouUs WAYS, oye 

| | Aashed about ‘he COUNTY 

1 Side gathering dates and 

) | : Talking to e¢ople She Looked 

: | Into musty loo KS opened 

| yellowed \eltevs and tvaced 

| : faink WaWMEeES OV old tomb- 

| | stones, 

| One Vetter written in 

| IS9s vell\s aboux Une Very 

—_—— beaqinning of this story. 

Onvikven by Addison Re<sique) J 3 ° oy 
(C 

\y 1938" Joseph Caldwell and his brother, Tyler 

With thew families and their sister... travelled al| 

we. Way fvom Vermont +o Wisconsin by Wagon. They 

Ciyste settled alout three miles from Kenosha , 

known then ag Pike River,” |



The writer continu nis letter to tell 

rok in \ 83k Ws. tam ly aise decided To 

emigrate» to Wiseansin aS they friends and 

heigh bors the Caldwe{i > had done, But Uney Av 

nok Travel by Wagon oh, no) — Yead on... 

« We ett Vermont about the middle of May 

ond boarded a canal boot... Vroveling by the Evie Canal | 

ty Bullalo. Wk Fook three Weeks bo mate the Yip, 

We Crossed Lake Evie na crazy old steamboat, be 

At Delvoik we had to take. a echooney for ak that 

time theve Weve no requlay steamers making tips up 

the lakes . We Weve thre. weeks marks na the Avip | 

De COU Se, of the Winds , buk they the Winds became 

S0 okrong We Weve carried cast Pile River on to 

Chicago . “TNeve the boat Was Lava KP in the 

yivev +ew Any S Warking for a Wink to Qo back north. 

They They 

Start Avi ved 

out July (st 

mid- 

Mo. 

AMustrate one of the writer's boat travels, | 

-Z-



The letter Continues + We We ve Taken 

+y Joseph Caldwell 's house | O log one, about 

Twenty Leet Sq UV. which sheltered ae people. 

Meanwhile Mr Caldwell hod Sound a Spot he VWhed 

beter. This was to be Known as Coldwell's Prairie, 

Mr, Caldwell and some of the men wenk ot once 

and ouilk ao log cabin there.... 

“when they had pub a shake roof on the 

house they Went loack to move the families, Father 

brought three or fouv yo\e. of oxen and a Wag On 

and wrth a load of household qooas he. took 

MY, and Mvys, Cheney and ehild , my Sister Mavy and 

me for the Givsk load. Between our otar tina 
Point and Rochester Lwevre were no houses except 

gk Ties Grove. where we stayed aM night ak awn 

inn,. We arrived ak Rochester about noon the 

Nevrt Any , Mooukr a Wal dozen families weve there.” 

- (The viver had to be 

borded, A PASSAqe just 

Wide enough Coy a Wag oh 

had been put through the 

ban Kk, sloping down to 

We water. | 
Draw the vivey bank | | 

| 3



“ Wihen the team got into the warer : 

the leaders stopped to Avink the others 

owWevved to one side and OVER WENT THE WAGON, 

Mi. Cheney and her child who were sitting on 

ao chair in the front end were thrown into the 

Water, My, Cheney pulled her out auickly and 

People Who saw the Geeident ran to our aid and 

took hex to a louse where her clothing Was cha nged . 

Thed night We arrived at ouv house, Ik had 

nerther Moors nor Windows so the Wagon was talen 

apa’ and laid dowy Cor Our beds. the, nex Aas] 

£o\her and Cheney Went to the Woods and cut 

Su Me logs ond selit them for a Lloov, T hey Weve. 

Six ‘wees thick.” 

Aker they had laid Some. 

of the Lloov — Loy the, 

Stove avea and Sleeping 

avea— the Luther Went 

) loack for the vest of the 

Carvarly, They veturned 

in a Week, 

- Hn



Bt trak time there was only one house. 

between Rochester and Caldwell. there. was no one. 

iw Waker hovd hut Soavy alte Go Saw wri\\ Was lou’ It there, 

a i Between PBL and eu many families ook Ue 

Qovern ment land . BetWeen (240 and \els a Migrarion 

came from Vermont and settled ot Caldwell's Prairie. 

We ave told that sixteen fumilices Came. €t0Im Vermont 
a 
For Whe next Aecade ik was one of true 

pioneering | writes Catheryn Smith“ homes Weve AAKE , 

YOOAS survey ed and bridges built, Caldwell was on 

tne Main rouse. between MWiwaukee | Janesville and | | 

Beloit and Passing teams became NUMerous because, 

produce. was hauled between these points , Each fall 

Missourians came, throug h with Caravans of four ov 

five yokes of ofen and greak prairie Schoones wth 

lead Leow Mineral Fo ny. For hese men & string of 

no Skel ries (wns) WAS soon evected see G& mile OMA a 

hal€ to the east of Caldwell was the Fine three. 

6 tevy Stone. hotel buvlt by (imele Jessie Sim hy , Most 

Ves plendent Was this building with iks gveat open Live. 

plocesand the Spring Llooved dance hall on the third 

otory. Heve Co Wenty - five cents GQ. Wav) might have 

225¢ “= O Nigh« Ss lodging for hWimsel® | 

= ind team SAP PEL, brea Kk last | 

SS , | 5) 
| = Ond a glass of whiskey. : 
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Education in those cay ly Years Was the. 

responsibil ity of the eloneer Women , many Who 

had been well educated in the east Taught their 

own and their neighbors’ Young. 

: " Early settlers Trequently Saw Thdians- A 

tribe of one hundred Potawatomies lived iW Mear-by 
Mukwonago and often at night their eow~ wows 
Could be heard . Among the stories which have been 

honded down tv US by Wovd of mouth are tT Wo, 

which T believe ave ty pica of Indian nature. 

When tne : | 
Dodge's Corner 

post office was | 

evected near-by | | 

Vk happened to | 

be bulb directly . 

in the earth 

which the | _the: Busy Dodgds Covney Post oices 
Indians had Walked for Years from Mukwonago to 

another Encampment on the shores of Big Muskego 

Lake. For tunately for the Cndians theve was a dooy 

ot either end of the post office ~so when enroute 

Lyrom one Con p to the other —the Indians always 

Walked through ‘4 nevev around it, 

The second Story deals with Uncle Jessie 

Smith, Own a cold November Aay an Indian 

- -6—-



Came +o him and begged oy eider. The 

Cider was fast becom ing hard and Uncle 

Jessie feared dive results. Not Wishing fy offend 

the Lndian, he fold him with great cleverness, $° 

he thought, that he could hove atl the cider that 

the willow basket he carried could hold. The Indian 

deported and My, Smith probally chuckled at the 

way he had outwitted him. Before very long the 

[ndian veturned his \ittle : 

basket +hovoughly Ovotected with 

O coating of ice, which he lad 

Secured by Ai PP ing and ve-dipping 

in the Spring and lething the 

wotev fveeze cach time. Ue 
gor his cider, 

My grandfather has filustyvate the willow basket tale 

Told me of Indians Yapping on the windows of 

they log cabin begging his vnother Lor food. 

More families weve Grriving, In Mukwonago 

a stove Was established. One had dy cross the rivev 

im an old Canoe +0 each iE and to qe tle store- 

Keeper up From his Fields one Pounded with a elub 

om a big eauldvon kettle...) 

Land Was being cleaved and a few frame 

Nouses were taking place of the log cabins since 

the saw mill was established in Waterford. The | 
-‘]-



| Indtans Weve beginning TO Move AWA and 

then rumor tame of GOoLdB in California | 

Nothing to do but go and away Went some 
o& these Wisconsin settlers but havdships Unknown 
helore me-+ these. Men | Minevs Leaved Stavvation 

Ond prices became enormous, Flour Was $4.00 a Pound . 

Meals were a dollavand ahall apiece, and lodging with a 
bed oY the L\oov , Sup pev and break la st WAS Consi dered 

WMoherate at $4.50," Many of +the wimevse cied out theve, 

“Once more the Prairie became "Peacelul Valley « 
Land Was being Cleared | VY AW sheee Weve vorised with 

M'i\wau kee, Supply ing the maviet for the wool. Hay Wa4S 

tut from the bia marsh and hovses Nools Weve, pvu tecked 

{vom the soft squashy Surface with wooden shoes, 

Pinging schools | op ple Parings, eKating and Spelling 
bees furnished VecreawWon ; Danct Ng lasted all night and 

church all day.” oT 

They CAaAWe. the beak of Arcus 
| 

Gnd the call to avms Loy the north 
WHS agqamst rhe south, Quickey than ib 

tan be bold a company of mew was 
Yarsed . A Vibev ty Pole. Was evected 

on the Village. gveen — back of wheve 

the thuch and hall now staud. One 

Might the rope broke on the Whevty 

Pole and beeause of its height ond 

S\tmness ho one daved ealimb jit. The Vibevty Pole | 

; — §-



Finally a Yeward of five dollars Was 

offeved Yo Anyone Who Could Vepair The davnage _ 

One. hight OH stranger tame, climbed the pole, 

Mended the rope, Collected the Money anda ho 

One every Knew who he Was , fyvomn wheve he Came. 

or wheve he went. 

yn 18bG the Caldwell School was louil™ and 

in 1271 a town hall was evected . \ Many ave the 

events which have taken place, tn that hall buat 

None shine out more briahtly than the cavly 
, | | sheep shearing Lestivals - 

| These Sestivals weve Jahon 

: two Aay aflarys. Shece weve 

| donored for shearing pur poses 

| | ond Lav mers fested their 

| SKIN and Speed. Women out. 
Mid themselves in culinary 

Draw the Caldwell Sckooloy NL, @ dance was held at 
the town halt Malt Ank so wihe Seread 

became the fame of thig event thet Yeportevs 

Leow Chicago Newspapers Came be «over the eveyt. ) 

Along with sheep raAVSsing AavrAentng began 

to become more Widespread, Potatoes, Melons 

and SWeet Corn Weve, the main Crops. The — 
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p ay mers had To have hele OWwd more than 

one Young German ‘ooy came out Crom Milwaukee 

on a lumber wagon and Worked bby the month for 

five ovr ten do\\ars. Most of them saved The mon ey 

ty eventually buy Larms of their own, 

| The Cay mere othedule in those Aays WAS | 

something (i\we this, On Monday MOK YVANG o load ok 

eroduce WAS prepared and thot oftevnoon ih Was 

taken +o the ety. the favmer lodged there all 

Week at oa Larmerc's hotel on the oukskivts of the 

ety. On Tuesday tre load Was marketed while aX 

home. the hele pre paved anoiner load , Tuesday 

aolkernoon the farmer dAvove his Emety Wagorr to 

Hales Corners theve to meet one of Wis men with 

a new load of Produce, Loads were exchanged 

the farmer returned to town and the hele fo the 

rae Day atter day though the garden SEcason 

this vouting was followed with the farmer being 

Wome only Saturday night and Sun day, 

In the carly (qouo'S a 

| Cheese factory Was burlk, 

The Women met bo make 

tte LV CON Loy the Soetals, 

Cheese Fachoy Miald wel “news Pie Suppers and | 

: =e stews became popular



05 Arid the Autumn Harvest Social, which ts 

otill a tradibion. 

“People in Caldwell 

Were Conmrent with theiV 

double SUT YS and 

cubber tired buggies rn, 

—unkil one day the 

i. Merchant G-ppeaved ina | 

- New con tvaption ecalleda 

Reo. Hors | 

Reo. Horses went wild, |rhe auto cepears in Coldwell 
—elimbed fences and 

yan aWOY , Then other people began to buy autos 

and Morr Coats and veils... Some Arove as Cas: 

AS fov by miles per hour. » 

Today Caldwell io sil vusk a Wihe spot 

wn the voad with the peaceful prairie surroundy 

Many vesidents ave the Aescendents of those st 

early New Engianders and relLlect the spirit ok the: 

Lradikion while - they qe Way to the ever Changing at 

WY S - 
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