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LYMAN GOCDNOW!'S STORY

Caroline Quarlls, the first slave transported over the
underground railrcad from this region, was probably an octoroon.
She had thin lips, stralght nose and was not very dark which
probably accounted for her being able to escape from St. Louis
where she was owned by an aunt, a Mrs, Hall, Caroline obtained
some money, gobt permission from her mistress to visit a friend
and taking a bundle of clothes which she had dropped from her
window she took the steamboat to Alton, Illinois.

There a colored man who suspected she was a runaway slave
urged her not to stay in Alton and put her on the stage for
Milwaukee. On arriving there she saw a2 colored man by the name

of Titbzll, a barber, and judging he would befriend her, she told

hin her story. He took her to his home where she stayed about

a week., At this tine some St. Louls lawyers appeared in
Milwaukee searching for Caroline, They approached Titball and

he would have given up the girl to them for a sum of money, but

a firm of white lawyers heard about the matter and hid Caroline

in gome brush until night. 4 man by the name of Brown finally
took her to his home and kept her for a day, but the next night
started for Pewaukee with her in a rickety wagon which he feared
would not last for the itrip., Just before striking a mzin road,
Mr, Brown heard voices and stopped till some men on horseback

road by, They were the St. Louis lawyers with some from Miluaukee

and had been to Prairieville looking feor Caroline. and were on their




rown's wzgon did break down but he tock the saddle

which he had thouchtfully brought along, put it on the horse and
=] v O o3
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proceeded on the trip with Caroline behind hin, He took her to

"Father® Samuel Dougherty's two or three miles north of Pewsukee

Villeage where she stayed for two or three wesks.

lleanvwhile the 5t. Leouds lawyers had taken quarters at the
Frairieville House and were making a systematic senrch, Every
loczlity was watched day cht, Two
ho gtate were assisting then,
reward was a grect temptation. Waile the
procucing a big exciterent over this matier
inds of threats as to what would hapren to anyone
found concealing Czroline, the Abolitionists went calmly about their
and not a particle of information could be gotten oilt of thewm,
The gang yent to Deacon MHendall'ls treatening him with some sort
of violence as he was a stanch anti-~slaveryite and supposed to kmnow
gsomething of Caroline's whersabouts They found hinm in the field
engaged in hilling potato The lawyers demanded to know the
Deacon's opinion of his crime of law breaking. "ihy," replied the
Deacon, "I & t know hilling potatoss was breaking the lav,' "You
harboring that slave girl which

hroken

huntereg somevhat bu
Tinally swmmoned courage to ask permission
"o, sir, you don't search my house for any sglave," zaid Deacon
Mendall sbornly ond the group, afraid of the rifle, marched back

Troirieville, &4 mzn over oixty venrs of ags had frightensd them

oy 1- ?
away single handed,




B gems hnok or e 2 eancht girht

the Dougherty's and braveht wond 4o th Lavyers,
rush one Satwrdny aflarn ¢t the capture.

CYNTY
i

h2znaned 02 8ittiny at 2 windeow vhizh cormanded a vicw of the
road for e dlstnnce, 7 seeing some horsemen coming

at once thev erc afftsr he e went down to the

slipped out the cellar door to a cornfield back of

men went awasy The men went into the house a g Irs. Dougherty

wzs being concealed there They did not get much

1 her and asked to search the house, which she

over the house and premises caref fully bu

s one of the party,
they call on Elder 'heelock z
They asked the Elder if he lnew
there was a slave girl around, Xe szid he had heard so. Then they
plausidle story of having talked with Deacon Clinton about

o

st vanted to go bock to 9%, Louis

it e

vou £ind her?" bhink I . I have a great deal of confidence in
Deacon Clinton's Judgerient, I am going to Prairieville to prezch
tormorow and I'1l talk with him then., Wait t111 I get my horse,
they cane into Prairi leville, the elder left them saying he would go
up to Deacon Clinton's farm just out of > vi ge and hzve a talk

ith him and vould meet them at the Frairieville House at ten that
evening and brinz the Deacon with him, He meant to keep thenm avay

from Peuaukee as long og possible, He then went 4o Deacon Clinton's




told him to send a boy to bring Deccon ¥ g Mendall cane.

Blder told him to tzke a man with hin, g girl awvay from
walkee keeping off the roads as much as possible and to hurry., The
Slézr and Deacon Clinton with him went to the Prairieville House as
2d at ten olclock and talked and gassed with the men till about
and finally came to the conclusion that they would have nothing
to do with the m.-ler anyuay.
Heanwhile Deacon Fendall took a man by the name of Jewelt to
go with him, went to Dougheriy's and got the girl ard brought her
to Deacon dllén Clinton's, living on his farm zbout two miles from
the Villare, That Sunday all of 4llen Clinton's folks went to church
cexcept his wife who stayod with Caroline., That afterncon Daniel Chandler
came to me and told me to have my team ready that night =t a place

Fal

designated a mile west of the villaze in oak openings,

dare take my own horses for I was watched., So I went to Deacon

11

Chandler and said, "Mr, Chandler, I want your horses tonight and I

don't want you should ask me a question.” He let me have his teanm
a splendid one of which he thought everything, I did not dare tcoke
the horses till aofter dark. I then went to the woods as promised.

After awhile, I heard a whistle and answered it. By and by

I heard it in another direction and answered as before, Deacon

Allen Clinton then made his anpearance on horseback, Coroline riding with

jod
(%

him, Chandler and Deacon Mendall were also there, Caroline was given

into my hands, I chose Deacon Mendall cs company and with Caroline curled




in the straw in the bottor wagon, we startad.

Any place efet ur destinztion but we did not know
Vhere. I drove throuzh Fukwonago and arrived at Spring Prairie, thirty
riles away, cbout daylisht., e went to Charles Thompson's but he
said that he would be having threshers that day and it would not be sale
for Caroline there., He took us to a neighbor's house where we lefl her
ané turned toward home as quickly as possible., On the way home in moving
ny feot around in the straw, I struck something hard.
it proved to be the largest butcher knife I have ever seen, (Deacon

o

¥endall in his earlier days had been a famous butcher. )

whatls this?® "Oh, it is something I brought along to pick my

said the Deacon. You cen guess whot he had intended to do if anyone
attempted to capture us.

1 1

e reached home safely and had not been missed. Those fellows

were satisfied she had left the vplace. However, we still felt uneasy abou
Caroline as we did not lmow how good managers the people with whon she

had boen left might be. Some of the friends decided that we oucht to tale
the girl to some wunderground railway station and they picked on me, beling
a bachelor with no fanily Lo keep we from going, &s the proper one to do
he job. At this t me money was not plenty in Prairieville as everyone

was raying for his land., I had to start avay with very little money. I
rode my horse up to Deacon Zdmund Clinton's as I always did when I wanted

hin shod, with a rope halter on 5o as to not look suspici It was about

ous.
derk. I told the Deccon I wanted his saddle, bridle, and all the noney

he had., "I'm poing on a skeerup znd I night be obliged to pay the quecn a




1l the monszy he haod with
I nounted 1y horse

and started f e oak openings. lent through Forth Frairie, Zagle

Shrough to Troy., Before reaching the last place, it begun to rain

ever seen, Hsached ny o
stich of dry clothing on ne.
aroling gone., They had noved
2 Surlington) but did not lmow in
~h T A ' L y Poroy 3 svd an -
hose homs : torted r Gerdre: Prairie and on ths way

stopped at Elder ranningls., He had brothe at Proairieville ond I lmew
he vas a good Abolivionist, He had been sick and had heard nothing
apbout Caroline but insistad on going with me although
day out of bed. He rode with me to lir,

Elder, upon being cuestioned,

hors were called in
zsv to do, alon® care Dr, Dy Rreine by } 1 ¢ to he the
Commander-in-Chicf, strong abolitionist and best fried to hwunity, It
was finally decided tha should take Mr. Richard Chenery's bugsy and
Horness and continue the jowrney to safety. Dr. Dyer went home =nd
gathered food and money for the trip - the nonsy contributed brought ny
fund up to £2 » e me o recomrendation, I believe thers
never an appeal 1lik at wri before or since. It would stir
stone.
"hen night came on we started, Caroline on the buffalo robe in the

bottom of the buggy which covered her so that no one would lnow bub: that
I hed a sheep or a auarter of veal., Ix. Chenery accompanied us to the house

a Ir. Perkins(brother of the irest sheep herder of ‘ukwonago) but we

not stop there as he was to thrash that day, so he took us to
Titeh of the Christian dencmin-tion who secreted us and the horse

ieat shen e ctrted on,  Tha
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to rain and we saw we could not go through to Dundee as planned, so crosged
2 dark prairie a few niles from licHenry and reached the home of
named Ruseell. He did not know vhat ipolitionism was but was perfectly

willing to help a slove to freedom, I nade him a station keeper
underground railrocd vhich s tabl ! 7 this routs.

In ths morning Elder T e ack home and Russell went through
with us to Dundee to Dr. Root's, Wa he first we travelled by d
Dr, Roob gent for some frisnds to come in and visit with us avhile
then we left there Tor Iaperville where we arrived after dark, o went
to Deacon Fowler'!s as the Doctor had told us. There were some young ladles

they Titted her out e clothes -

orme gloves, a thick veil and o small roticule in wh to out

her jewelry. : ine, being well drmassed, after that sat in the seat,

The next day we sturied on, going through Lockport, a few miles from

Joliet, while the reople were eating dinner so were not noticed. Then

we crove eight miles to Dezcon Beach's which was on the original undergrornd
railroad. Nr. Beach had gone to a church reeting and the women ware suspic
of us but gave us some dinner and directed me to a place at Hickory Crove which

T found was on the rirht road., The next day was Sunday but I thought we'd

Vi

L

better iravel and set on away from the vicinity of Chicago. e next stopred
Grove and found him a very intelll
~dvertisnment on
cird," but did not pay rmuch attention to tle
It was no doubt offered = 1 The clark at vhe
stocrwout on
advertise

not found,




me, +
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cn ovr journey, Mr. Bashe going with w s
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far oz the school Zouze. Sundny School was

He told ther her history. Sevoral of the young lady tecchers

Cerolina, Heor by stocd o liberty pole. Carcline rrked

The yroung ladies saidy '"To commemorate the hirth of
liberty in frericz,™ "ot do you do with it?9 "Oh, I lock =% It," was

the reply. 7 Whe moy look ot it7% "lMav o elave look at it “How con it
cormemorate liberdty in a country where there sre slaves?" The pirls

3 '

3 - —~ -~ 3 Fl s v - 3- 5 J N
could not anzuwer and the nastor trizd to

o’
Py

ut had Jifficulty, Carolins

N

had thoroungaly befuddled them. She was only sixtecn ond could neitior

£

[}

ad nor write, but had natural ability,
The next night a terrific storm brought darkmness uwnusually early.
[34) o
I had boren advised to trust the Germans so stopped at & shanty occupicd
by a Germon and his wife, The man sald they had no extra bed, no fires,
no wood or candles, but would do the best they could for us. The poor

horse was tired and tied to a fence, Carolinc slept with the wife,

b}

and the man and I on the floor, e started on or before daylight and
that German woman never knew che slont with a colored girl,
From LaPorte we travelled three days amoung Quakers. The men

all gone to Chic to attend a Juaker meeting, The women refused every-
w2

jo N

ha

cQ

Hm

where to say anything about an underground railrcad but usually saild, "Thee can

-

have what thee wants,” and would direct me to the next Quaker home ot =

convenient disbance.




" after leaving the Quaker settlement, I was compelled to stor
over night about 5 miles from Climax Prairie, Michigan with a man who
did not “trezt us well., Caroline was given a room in which was an old~Tash-
joned loom. On this ¢ wng her reticule In which were her few jewels
and the few dollars in money I had given her. In the hurry of starting
the next morning the reticule was forgotten and the loss not discovered
£i11 we hod gone twenty miles, The horse was too tired and our

destinztion too distant to think of turning back.

14t inn Arbor we were entertained by the editor of the Abolitionist

maner of that plece, lear B attle Creek we ran across a gang of thirty-two
Fraads & o S o

escaped slaves. As large as this group was, everyone was per: fectly safe

anywhere in the Juaker settlement., I never saw or heard of a Juaker who
was not an anti-glaveryite. The same may be said of the Germans, excent
vat some of those who have bscome Yankeefied. i

s passed through Detroit at six ofclock on Tussday night -- about
three weeks from home —-—- while the sete re f£ill sith workers on
their wey home. We arrived safely et Arble the 1 tatli his side
of the Detrolt River, his house being rated from the river by & RArrdcy

troet., He was abszent bul we vere well cared Zor and his wife sent two men
to tuke us over the river, To them I raid twelve shillings, +the first money
aid oub on the whoie jowrney : nieh had been a trip of between

oix% hundred miles. After crozsing the Detrolt River, Carolins

clutched me by the arm, as:-
: to St. Louils. Tt took some time to clear lher and,

T left her with Rev, Haskell, a nissionary at Sandwich, Canada,
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UThe clerk of the ctouxboat whoge owners were afterverds comrellod

A R Tyt - © TY o e LN . ot . . .. . Iy 2 . . e
so pay w00, was In Dedvrolu when we wob there and had besn watching every

ferry bozt that crossed the river for a fortnisht, How long he remained

on wateh I do not lmow, bub

10n the road hors, I stopped near Climax Prairie whers Caroline

N .

had left her rebticule. The mon refused to give it up. Finally I offered

to obtain security from Dr. Dyer of Climax Preoirie ard to this he agreed.
A5 mv horse was very bvired, I walked the five miles to the village and had
to wait all night for the doctor to get home. On my return with the very

strong obligotion written by the indignant doctor, I got the reticule and

started home. I returned to lilwaukee and to TFather Doughertyls in Pewaulee

and collected articles which Caroline had not been able to take with her.

Thase with the money and jewels I forwarded to her at Sanduich, Canada

through Dr. Porter of Detroit, He wrote me of their safe arrival.

1 Caroline hed given LE0 to Tithall, the Viluaulee barber, for cale

to him to collect it, He said he had never had hut 540

refused to p-y it. I sued him and got a judgment which I

called vaid when he died about thirty-five years ago.t.

Afher Caroline arrived in Canada she obtained some schooling and

later married a Mr, Watlkins,., She wrote me a mumber of times. One of the

rs 1s as follows:

Sandwick, Apr. 18, 1880

Pen and Ink could hardly exvress Iy Joy when I heard from you
1 o J

once more. I am living and have to work very hard but have never forgo

you nor your kindness. I am still in Sandwick--the same place where you

Teft me. Just as soon as the Postmaster read the name tc me — your nang—-



iy heart filled with joy and gladness and I should like o see you
once more before I die, to return tharks for your kindness toward re.
-———————-Decrest fried you don't Mmow how rejoiced I feel since I heard
from you. inswer as soon as you get this and let me kmow hoyw you are
and your address.

Caroline Watlkinst

Thus ends the stroy, every detail of which is known %o be trus,
of the first escape of a slave not only from Waukesha County but from

the Territory of Wisconsin, the closing incident being the receipt of

o

le

N

or in its vicinity. Connected with incidents like this, the neme of
Lyman Goodnow will never be erased from the richest pages of American

His tol"y'o

ters from Coroline thirty seven years after she was hidden in Prairieville
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