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@ As the divers toiled, discovery of an account of a maritime 
The Mystery Ship Story disaster in the "Green Bay Advocate" of June, 1864, suggested 

that the ship might be the Alvin Clark. The report said the Alvin 
On a bitter November day in 1967, Frank Hoffmann, SCUBA Clark was sailing light for Oconto, Wisconsin, when she was struck 

diver, was called to free the tangled nets of a commercial fishing by "a squall suchas we seldom getuin this quarter. Tearing ppIITees 
trawler. Hoffmann found thenets fouled around the forward mast, by the fogis and down fences, picking up the water before it and 
bowsprit and catheads of a sunken 'mystery ship’. carrying it for hundreds of feet ahead." A 

Unable to free the nets, Hoffmann sought aid from a number The schooner os caught un the unexpected storm and capsized 
of divers. Together, they wrestled with the nets at the icy bottom under full sail. The Captain, first pote and a passenger working 
of Lake Michigan well into December. for passage were drown. Two remaining crewmen were rescued by 

The divers found the ‘mystery ship! in a remarkable state of @ passing ship. 
reservation and decided to raise the ship when work on nets was 

opie If she could be raised ae it would be one of the The ice left Green Bay in April, 1969. The diving crew was 
greatest contributions ever to the annals of Great Lakes maritime back on the water, prepared to do more preliminary work before 
hetone: the actual lift. Special equipment had been manufactured to jet 

The ship rested 110 feet below the surface of Lake Michigan. holes under the wreck so she could be slung with steel cables. 
The very idea of raising her seemed far-fetched to many. Advice When the slings were in place and the remainder of the silt had 
flowed in from every direction when word of thediscovery spread. been pumped from the holds, the vessel would be ready for raising. 
Ideas ranged from practical to absolute suggestions that the entire The stew decided to fasten the cables to four specially crafted 
crew was feeble minded! Professional engineers and salvage experts hand winches which would lift the wreck toward the 100 foot recov- 
agreed that the accident factor was too great to warrant the risk. ery barge, anchored directly overhead. i 
The:pige wouldnt itouch ii! The crew feared that the old ship might change position during 

the lift and slip from her slings. They relied on precision hand 

Soa vote was taken among the amateur divers and they decided power to do what machinery could not accomplish. 
the opportunity to raise the historic schooner was of greater impor- ‘ mee ; 
tance than all the professional opinions and objections. They ue four winches were operated by 12men working in contin- 
planned te/beain raisivig’ thelship the following spring. vous rotation. 7) men spent 17 hours cranking the Mystery Wreck 

Wai toward acwel. race: enebegan an ose re effort was into position immediately below the barge. Every 100 turns of the 
monumental “Days tinned towels. Divers worked 18 hours a day, winches brought the old schooner five inches closer to the surface. 
sever dua iveeky ‘ Snugly in place under the barge, the schooner was moved 15 

Over s0\tonwof-silt pblaekeds a'swamp beteniphadigecunm miles to the Marinette Marine Corporation shipyard in Marinette, 
lated-twthe edbininaed heldecof ‘thecbld ships/oThe divers bagan Wisconsin. The actual surfacing of the historic treasure was to 

pumping it intoadive boat witha huge 'vacuum' cleaner. Screen- take place here. 
ed at each end, the pump allowed divers to sort artifacts from the ‘ i 4 
inky mud. Piece 4 coed the historic treasures were raised to i a ae eae ee aaa ae 

daylight after more than 100 years on the bottom. i coors to the public. This was the day of the proposed surfacing 

The pumping continued in complete darkness. Shifting silt . i oak Fag spectateg Mat eaamad po) Nvsrery Sitges raised 
kept bottom visibility at absolute zero. ite +o. ween ae roe eae tioned 

Numbing cold hampered the divers. Water temperature re- d ce Bot me he a Poe om iy i ad oe es 
mained at a constant 38-42 degrees and divers needed immediate Me es ue ue oo foe ee ee stimulutian: te readin bags. vcgmaths schooner. Slac was to en up by the cranes. they applied steady 

pressure and cheers filled the air as the Mystery Ship's deck came 
into view. Once again the Mystery Ship rode proudly above the 

Nitrogen narcosis and the bends were a constant danger. waves. 

Divers could work at 110 feet fora maximum of 20 minutes without 
undergoing decompression. 

Bain nudhedl themselves to the limit and quit only when Today the Mystery ship shares her secrets with the public 
winter forced them from the lake. from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily.
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