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Yor the New E n;:umd Apiarian.

Tha Commg Frame.

J. E. POND, JR.

calling  herself Rachel

A person

Brown in an article published in the |

Home Farm of April 12th iust.. assails

the Ariariax and myself, for advising

beginuners to adopt and use the standard
L. frame. She asserts that the stand-
ard L., is not the frame to use in Maine,
and that good results cannot be obtained

with it ; and not only that. but she fur-

ther asserts that the Gallup frame is far |

a]luuld b(. [

| encies

: bctter suited for use in all localities that

any other. No proofs are offered by
her in support of her assertions, except
that she once heard of' a man who was
now using the L. frame, and would at
once change to the Gallup if it was not
In my article,

I said that T

kept bees as a means of pleasant exer-

s0 expensive to do so.

it may be remembered,
cise. This Rachel, warns bee-keepers
or those intending to keep bees, not to
follow my advice, as a person who keeps
bees in Mass., as a **means of pleasant
I do

exercise,” can be of no value.

{not know what experience Rachel has

had, eonsequently cannot determine the

value of lhier advice, but ifthe inconsist-

and inacceuracies shown in her
article, are a fair test of her knowledge,

my advice now is, don’t follow her

teachings. She beside advising in re-

gard to frames. offers some advice in re-
gard to ths works on bee-culture that be-

that
cannot be understood

ginners should read, and
**Cooks’ Manual”’

{)_\’ common ])L‘Uplt‘- s IOW as she a~sumes

says

to be one of the common people, Linfer
that she cannot comprehend the teach-
ings of **Prof. Cook’s” work, and ean
only say, that any oue too ignorant to
comprehend and understand a work on

Apienlture, as plainly, clearly and con-

| cizely written, as iz this manual, is al-

together to ignorant to give advice worth
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following. In my Article in the Aria-
rIaN, I did not disparage any hive, and

gave my reasons for advising the stand- |

ard Langstroth.
as a “‘means of pleasant exercise,” does

that make my advice of less value?

For over seventeen years I have kept
from five to forty stocks: during that

period I have devoted a large portion of|
my time to the study of the etomology. |

and history of the honey-bee: 1 have

carefully experimented, and many a|
colony have I sacrificed in order to de- |

termine a single point, my sole aim

having been to procure the best hees and |

the best hive. I have proved both

points to my own satisfaction, and again |

advise all, whether novices or experts,
to use the standard L. frame, Rachel
quotes Doolittle as using the Gallup
hive. and mentions his success as an ev-
idence that the L. frame is valueless.

Well

does not winter his bees successfully,

this same Doolittle cannot and
while L. C. Root, only a few miles from
him, earries his bees safely through the
winter in the Quimby frame, which is
longer than the standard L. and shall-
ower than the Gallup. DB. IF. Carroll
with the standard L. frame obtains 800
1os. of honey in a single season, from
a single colony, the progeny of asingle
queen ; and Mr. Iasty informs us that

the standard I.. {rame is the best for|
wintering in his section, where the ther- :

mometer sinks to 40 degrees below zero.

I think Rachel will have to study the |

matter up a little more fully, before she
assumes to become a mentor, and 1
would advise her to deal less in assert-
ions, aud more in simple opinions : and

above all things, 1 advise her to collect

To be sure I keepbees |
P

proofs of Her assertions, before sheagain
offers them to the bee-keeping public.

Foxboro, Me.
—————
For the New England Apiarian.

BY E. A. THOMAS.

Chapter 1T.  May Management.

Next to June, May is the most inter-
esting month of the whole year to the
enthusiastic bee-keeper; and 1 might
almost say it was the most interesting,
| for there is indeed much pleasurein the
auticipation of the future, and in pre-
| paring for the harvest.

There is much to be done in the api-
ary during this month. and nuless it is
done, and done properly, we may haz-
ard all the suceess which our work aund
eare during the year which have led me
to expect. The most important thing
to do is to build up the colonies as rap-
idly and effectively as possible. Upon
this poiut, bee-keepers are all agreed ;
but the wethods of accomplishing this
result have confused many. This con-
lusion is brought about by the writings
of bee-keepers in dgifierent parts of the
country, which. however happily they
may apply in their own locality, are not
applicable to vur elimates and condit-
jous. Take for exampie the process of
spreading the brood., a very excellent
method of stimulation, as I shall endeu-

vor to show. The beginner in New

Eogland, reads an article writien by
| some one who resides in some warmer
{and more even climate, in which the
| writer recomends spreading the brood
Ethe very first of May, or even before.
| With the confidenee inspired by the rep-
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utation of the writer, he proceeds to|are a good weather prophet, you will
spread his own brood without that | have but little trouble in these opera-
knowledge, which, perhaps ean only be | tions, but if you are not, take my advice
acquired from experience. The result l and proceed with care. Do not try to

is, that a sudden change of weather do too much, early in the month, or a

chills the brood, and the poor beginuer |
denounces both the method and its ad- |
vocates. Now I am going to try and
tell you how you can use this invaluable |
means of stimulation here in New Eng-
land without fear of failure, and if I
suceced, well and good ; but if' T fail, the |
fault must rest with the writer and not
with the method. It is impossible to
give any definite time for commencing |
brood spreading, as the season will
greatly vary the time. In ordinary 3
seasons [ gencrally begin about the 10th
of the month by hanging in the combs

eous

which contain eggs, in the strongest

stocks.  This will allow the bees, it the |
weather should prove unfavorable, to
take care of what brood they have, as;
the eggs and larvae can be better cared |
for in the center of the cluster than at |
the outside ; and should the weather con- ‘
tinne favorable, the queen will proceed |
to deposit eggs in the adjoining combs |
to preserve the spherieal form of the
brood nest. Liuring the first half ¢f the

month I never haug

g in empty combs

but only those containing eggs, in this |
way letting the bees act as weather
As the

more settled and the davger of frosty

prophets. weather becomes

nights grows less and less, I begin hang- |
ing in combs of eggs into the less popu-|
lous colonies. Ifthereareany very weak
ones, they should Le let alone, for the
present ; attention being directed to the |
strongest ones in order to get them in
in condition to help the others.

If yoir |

fmutter too far.

' som in April or not.

{delay the honey harvest.

sudden change in the weather may put
the bees back more than your interfer-
ence would otherwise put them forward.
If you have any doubts as to what the
weather will be, let the bees alone ; re-
member that very wise aphorism of
Prof. Garreston’s that **when you do
I

know how easy it is to be misled by

not know what to do, do nothing.”

warm nice weather, and to carry the
More than once 1 have
made mistakes in my earlier experien-
ces, being guided more by the time of
year than by the weather and season.
I have since learned better from exper-
ience, and it is my object to give you
the benefit of that experience to start
I
used to think I must get my bees into

with, if you choose to profit by it.

shape for the honey harvest by a cer-
tain time but I pay no attention to time
now. It is immaterial to me whether
the grass becomes green April 15th or
May 1st, or whether the willows blos-

If the grass be-

| comes green the middle of April, the

honey will be earlier ; if it gets green
April 1st, it will be still earlier. As
the weather delays vegetation, so it will

¥ I have so
long a time to build up my bees in,
whether that time comes early or late.
So do not fall into the error of pushing
matters too rapidly because the season
is late, for you have just as much time

1t

I have succeeded in impressing you with

in a late season as in an early one.
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the necessity of exercising the utmost

care in the employment of this most ex- |
cellent method during the early part of |
the season, I shall be amply repaid f'or!
my labor.

When there is no further danger from |
cool nights, we may spread the brood m;
the utmost strength of the colony, and |
not only hang in combs of eggs but|
empty combs. If there is any honey in
the combs to be hung in, it should be
uncapped, when the bees will removeit.
I like to have some honey inthe combs,

as it seems to stimulate the beesas much
to move it it does to feed them.
Brood may be taken from the strongest |

as

stocks now, and given to the weaker
ones, care being taken to select that|
which is the nearest ready to hatch. |
In this way you can equalize all your |
stocks and get them all ready for the |

harvest, which is much better than hav-
ing a few, strong enough to swarm too
early, and a few too weak to be good ‘
for anything when the seasou opens.
You should aim to have all yourstocks |
of as nearly an equal strength as poss-
ible, as I have found that better results |

can be obtained from such an apiary.

It you feed your bees, do not stop un-
til honey comes, for if you do you will ‘
put a damper on the ambition of the |
bees.
much at a time, but feed a little regu- |

It is not necessary to feed very |

larly at some stated time of day. night |
being the best. _

Now I want to give you some advice |
in regard to getting your supplies ready |
for the swarming season. You can |
probably tell by this time what you will
want, how many hives, how much I

foundation etc. You should procure |

| as wanted later in

| adulteration of honey.

your supplies at once if you have not
done so. and begin to get things in rea-
diness for June. With everything all
ready, the swarming season is one of
pleasure rather than work, but with
nothing done in the way of preperations,
it is one of vexation, hard work and
trouble, so have everything in readiness
and thus avoid the hurry and the worry
of the man who is always behind time.

Some reccommend putting in frames
of foundation and letting the bees build
them out for use during the season, but

| T have not found it profitable to do so.

It divided the brood nest too much, and
my bees always built them out as fast
One

friend writes me for ndvice as to whether

the season.

he should put his sections on this month
or not. Sections should not be put on

until the honey flow comes and is steady

| enough to warrant the beliet that it will

continue ; if put on before that time the

' colony will suffer from too much ventila-

ticn, and often times will not enter them
as readily when the honey does come,
(TO BE CONTINUED. )
Coleraine, Mass.
—_——— ——
For the New England Apiarian,
An Explanation and Reply.

WM. MC LAUGHLIN.

There seems to be some misunder-
standing relative to my position, on
I will say that
the allusion I made to feeding bees in
flower blooming time was for surplus
honey, for ones own personal use on the
table, and for removing and retaining
until winter’s feeding would require it,

in the frames. I never sold a pound of
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such honey in my life nor ever expect|from it; that T have no hive or queens
to, vet I know of several successiul|for sale, and that I am not writing these
apiarians who have. In regard to the | “*hints,” because I have an ‘‘axe to
assertion I made, that many progress- ' grind.” or because I desire to get any
advertising withount paying for it; and

ive apiarians acknowledge that the hon-
ey obtained from the syrup of granula- that while I may speak in praise of
ted sugar is far better than that obtain- some particular thing, and advise its
ed from buckwheat, is true and correct, | use, I do it simply because I have found
notwithstanding friend Aspinwallshould it a success, and desire to give others
indulge in slang and slurs, unbecoming | the benefit of my experience. T am not
a gentleman or scholar. A progressive  writing these **hints” for **old hands at
bee-keeper told me to-day that buek- the business,” but to aid those who have
wheat honey was not fit to eat, nor fit either just commenced, or are about
to sell, and uot fit to winter on. I have commenecing the ceeupation of apicul-
kunowledge where several colonies have | ture.

died by eatipg or wintering on buck-  The season is fast approaching when
wheat honey.  Bro. Aspinwall knows,  we hope to obtain a yield of honey, and
if he knows anything, that it -is dark |thus repay ourselves for the time and
colored, offensive or at least, unpleas- | money heretofore expended, aund labor
ant taste, and not salable either in comb | performed, in getting ready for it; At
or extracted. My friend Pond very |this time we begin to ask ourselves,
gentlemanly grauts *‘that a large quan-  how much increase of stocks shall we
tity of pure granulated sugar syrup may | allow, and shall we inerease by natural

be mixed with clover honey without de- | or artificial swarming? It is well un-
3 “ | . .

tection, and to the taste of many the ad- | derstood that a large increase of colonies,

and a large gain of surplus honey, are

wholly incompactable with each other,

dition would make a substance prefera-
ble to the clear honey.” Is Bro. Pond |
a tprogressive bee-keeper?  Slang and | consequently we must at once determine
whether we shall work our apiaries for

slurs should never enter into criticisms,
but candid and convineing arguments | increase of bees, or for increase of
will always command courteous atten- | stores ; and further, whether our stores
shall be extracted or comb honey. It

is also well understood that the greatest

tion.
Hurmony, Me.
e ;yiuld of surplus honey, will be obtained
For the New England Apiarian. | by allowing no swarmingat all.  When
Hints in Bee Culture, Part V. |a swarm issues from a colony, it of
=S
|

course diminishes the army of foragers
that are engaged jn gathering stores,

J. E. POND, JR.

Mr. Editor :—1 trust that every rea- Land by dividing it, decrease its eflicie-
der of the Apiariax will fully under- | ney for work in that particular direction.
stand, that I am not engaged in beeJ In working for extracted honey, it is
culture for the pecuniary gain derived | quite easy to prevent swarming, if we
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know the nature of our bees, and the
laws that govern their reproduction and
perpetuation. Bees are so constituted
that they can only exist in commuuities, ‘
and it has been found in practise that a
certain size of hive is the best for them
to colonize in. No colony can be larg- |
er at any time than the capacity of the
queen for laying eggs, and by taking
advantage of these laws, we can bring |
about the best possible results. When
the brood chamber is filled to repletion
with brood and stores. at a time when
a large amount of nectar is being con-
stantly furnished by the flowers, unless
more room is given in the brood cham- |
ber, preperations are at once made for.
gwarming ; a portion of the bees and the
queen issue from the hive in search of
a new home, and thus make plenty of
room for those who stay behind. If we |
wish to prevent these bees from swarm-
ing out, all we need to do is to give|
them more room, for by so doing we|
suppress any anxiety they may have in
that direction. If we are working for|
extracted honey, it is easy to give themn |
room, all that is required being to ex-
tract the honey from the frames, and
then return them to the hive. If we
are working for surplus comb honey,
we find a far different state of things: |
Oftentimes it is difficult to coax
the bees to oecupy,
store honey in sections, and swarms |
ample

very

build comb, and|

will often issue when there is
room for them if they choose to occupy |

: but instead of so doin they leave |
d,t times, appalantlv in dlsrrust ‘

then, d[ld can’t prevent increase \\lulc

lout all queen cells,

| large

|
years,
| success,

thing, and "‘strlke a lmppy me'hum.'

My plan is this: as soon as stores are
being largely gathered, I put on my
sections, watch each colony closely, and
as soon as I find any queen cells being
built, I take a frame or two of brood
and the adhering bees from such colo-

| nies as are strong enough to bear the

loss, (supplying theirplaces with frames
of foundation ;) these frames of brood
I put in a new hive, on a new stand.
The old bees return to their old home,
while the young cnes remain and care
for the brood. In a day or two I cut
and give the new
The

unite without quarreling, and

colonies a vigorous quecn. bees
always

[ have never found any trouble in intro-

ducing a queen to them.

By the above means I prevent swarm-
ing and while forming a few new colo-
nies, do not weaken the old ones enough
to impair their honey gathering powers.

The

strong enough, and gather stores enough

new colonies always build up

to enable them to winter safely. and

season will yield guite a
1
plan

in a good

amount of surplus. have
the

has been

use of above for

it

made
invariably a
may
good results by adopting

and

and while others ob-

tain equally as

|some other, 1 hardly think they can

make use of one more simple, or that
will take less time or cause less trou-
ble.

As I am actively engaged in my pro-
fession, (that of law) I am obliged to
| economise my time, and have endeavor-
systemize it, that I may give
all the time needed to my apiary, and

workmw for it, we must do the next best | | ..tlll not eneroach upon the time I must
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devote to my office. In order to dothis| to move one or more swarms of bees,
1 have been obliged to do away with |inframe hives, upon quite sudden emer-

natural swarming entirely, as the swar- |

ming season comes just at the time when
I cannot give much attention to my
apiary.
5, and I find that I can give all the time

My office hours are from 8 to

needed or required by my apiary to it,
morning and night, and that too, when

1 have from 12 to 20 colonies. Were

it not for system, or if I allowed my |

bees to swarmn naturally, I could not do
this, and it I could, I should like others,

Jose a fine swarm occasionally, besides

having the bother of constautly watch- |
ing the apiary during the swarming sea- |

son. 1 trust that others will give their

experience (theories I care nothing for)

on this important snbject, for **from a |

multitude of counsellors ccmes  wis-
dom.”

Foxboro, May, 1883.

For the New Iti:glalllcl Apiarian.
Wrinkles.

JOHN H. MARTIN.

No. 1.

It is sometimes very handy,

when we do not have tools at hand for

a special purpose, to know how to make

a substitute. Ior instance it is very

necessary to scrape off’ portions of our

hives and especially the bottom board.
A very good scraper is sold by our deal-
ers. but quite as good a one can be
made from an old mowing machine sec-
tion. Punch a hole in the centre and
insert a 3-8ths inch iron rod about
eight inches in length and you have one
equal to a bran new one, and at no ex-
pense except labor.

No. 2. Bee-keepers frequently have

‘We have no sticks to place
|between the frames. We find a few
'wads of paper inserted between the
frames answers every purpose. Paper

gencies,

| - . .

put in properly is better than sticks;
there is some spring to it and when
wedged up there is no wiggle toa single

| frame. We have also used pieces of old

|
carpet ; place a piece in each end, and

i form a fold between each frame until all

|are 1n.

| Hartford, N. Y., May 5th, 1883.
S e

For the New Engiand Apiarian.

Queen Rearing.

J. B. MASON.

The subject of queen raising is one of
areat interest to bee-keepers, and espee-

o]

ially so to the beginner, as he is of

course anxious to try his hand at this
While there
are many methods in vogue, the gener-

specialty of apiculture.

al principles remain the same, and he

who understands the laws which govern
| the reproduction of queens, by the bees
themselves, can easily make the matter
a success by making use of most any of
difference of

them. However much

opivion there may be as to methods, it
is generally agreed that in order to ob-
[tain large, healthy, prolific and long
lived queens, they should be raised from
| the egg. and fed on that highly concen-
i trated food, called “‘royal jelly,” from
| the time the egg hatches till the cell is
{cealed up; at any rate I myself
became convinced that such should be
| the case, long years ago, and have nev-
Eer seen any reason to change my opin-
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jon then formed.
this article to give general or special di-
rections in regard to practical gueen
simple ideas in regard to the matter,
which may assist the beginner and en-
able him to rear a few nice
his own apiary, and thus satisfy him-
self that he can do it anyhow. For a
special treatise on the subject, T would

queens for

refer the reader to Henry Alley’s new
work called “:the Bee-Keeper’s lldmi\'
Book.” This work can be procured

Mr. Alley at his home in \\"euhmn,
Mass., or of Mr. W. W. Merrill, Edit-
or of the N. E. Ariariax. Price, in
Cloth, $1.25. Although I consider Mr.
Alley’s methods are rather complicated
for a beginner who merely wishes to
rear a few queens. 1 think the work a
wood one, and that it will amply repay
all bee-keepers, novices as well as ex-
perts, to peruse its pages. In raising
queens, the first thing to consider is the

form of nucleus hives ; many advocate |

the use of a small box for that purpose.
the object being to use the smallest
possible quantity of bees to stock it
with.
the general breeder, to adopt this plan,
it not for the ad
ers; but I believe all queens should be

rantage ol his custom-

reared in large colonies, even after the
cell is eapped, for thus only ean they ob-
tain the requisite amount of heat to cause
them to hatch out strong and vigorous.

I shall describe the size of nucleus hive |
| regular frame did

I use, and the description given, will

relate to that size, but the methods des-

cribed can be equally well used in any

other size of hive. The boxes or hives

1 use for vuclei hold four frames, 8 1-2

THE D TW EN GLA\D APTARIA\'

l do not propose, io |

It may be for the advantage of

| L. frame, beside another of

by 8 1-2; two uf' whwh _]u-t hll the in-
side of a standard L. frame, and I use

that size for that very reason. 'The

rearing ; but merely to givea few plain, | first thing we want after choosing the

hive, is the queen mother; she should
be as near perfection as possible and the
very best one in the yard. Her work-
fill
ers, should be swift of flight,

s, to our idea ashoney gather-

hardy,

'vigorous long lived, of pleasant dispo-

sition, and last ot all, markings ; which

is of the least consequence. If we have
such a queen, sheis fit to use, it vot one
should be purchased trom some reliable
dealer, regardless of price, as we should
obtain the very best we can procure

breed trom,  When upon examinaiion

we tind eapped droune brood in our strou-

gest colonies, wWe may commence opera-
tions by placing an empty frame of' comb
or fouudation in the ecatre of the stock
coutaining the choice queen mother. I
convenient this frame of comb should
consist of two of the small frames just
described, fitted into a regular L. frame.
On the fourth day after putting in this

frame, we examine it and see if eggs
have been laid in it, if so we take an

extra hive with division boards contain-
ing three or four frames of comb, one
of whicli should be well filled with hon-
ey or syrup; we now take the frame of
and

eggs from the queen mothers hive,

il it contains two of the small trames,
place one half in an empty, full sized
same  size

If

small

of empty comb or foundation. the
not contain
frames then cut out one half’ the comb
and fit it into a small frame, using the

other part for another frame in thesame

| manner ; now place the frame of eggs
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in the centie of the new hive between
the former, one empty, the other con-
taining honey; first cutting a 3-4th
inch wide strip, lengthwise out of the

comb containing the eggs, being
careful if the comb is new to

have a small bar in the centre of the
comb as a support for it. Cut out two
such strips, say two inches apart, place
in the hive, put on the covering and eap.
Then take from some strong stock, two
frames, being sure not to take out the
queen ; place the newly prepared hive
o1 the stand occeupied by this stock.
Shake the bees off from the two frames
of comb in front of it, replace the frames
in the old stock and rcmove it 1o anew
location. Ou the cighth day after this
cell rearing stock was formed, examine
it to see how many cells can be removed
and for every perfect cell that can be
taken out safely, we can form a nucleus,
Ly taking a frame of breod from any
stock we wish, cut the comb out of the
frame and place in two of the small
frames, each nucleus must contain, when
ready for the bees, one frame of brood,
oue of honey, and two.of empty comb
or foundation. Our nucleus being ready
we can take the bees with which to
stock them, from any strong colonies we
choose, I would shake direetly into each
nucleus, all the bees from two or three
frames ; being sure not to get the queen.

Close the nucleus aud as soon as pos-
sible, place it on thestand it is intended
to oceupy. On the 11th. day from the
day cell building was started, we take
a sharp thin bladed peuknife and cut
out the cells, being careful not to cut so
close as to injure them, but if one should
get cut, we can repair it by pulling over
the wound a thin piece of wax and care-

fully pressing it into place around the
edges of the cut; collect the cells in a
basket of wool, placing them with points
down ; one cell should be left in the
frame, the rest are cut cut of, and the
gqueen will hatch and build up the stock
and make it strong and vigorous, or she
:an be removed and another set of cells

can be built in it. Never allow a col-

ony to build more than two sels in sue-
cession, and I should prefer that they
should build but one. The remaining
cells can be carried to the other nueleus,
and it the weather is warm, and there
is a large number of bees, they can be
put on top of the frames to hatch, the
ends poiuted down between the combs ;
if it is not quite warm take out one of
the frames, the oune with the brood, cut
a hole in it, exactly the size of the top
of the cell and long enough so that the
end of it can hang without touching;
sarefully press the cell into this hole,
replace the frame and cover up the hive.
Ou the fith dayafter the transfer, exam-
ine, to see if all cells hatched ; if any
are not hatched, destroy them and give
others in their places. These small col-
onies should be supplied regularly with
food every day, as they cannot be ex-
pected to gather much stores for them-
selves ; the young queens will ordina-
rily fly out to meet the drones from the
5th to the 12th day from hatching, but
may delay to the 18th, and even to the
20th before mating, and in some in-
stances have been known not to mate
before 26 days. The fact that they have
mated can easily be ascertained by ex-
No queen should be

amining for eggs.
| removed {rom the nucleus till she has
| commenced to lay and they usually be-
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gin laying the 2nd day after meeting
drone. I have said nothing in this ar-
ticle about controling drones, asitis a

very complicated matter and will not be

expected by the class it is intended to

to assist, and besides T am largely in-
clined to the belief that queens mate,
quite a distanee from their own apiary
as a general rule.
Mechanic Falls. Me.
a e
For the New England Apiarian. :
Fertile Workers,

‘ ¥. D. WELCOME.

These starnge (but occasional) in-|

mates of the hive, are simply worker

bees that lay ezzs; but they only serve |

to hatch drones. and never worker bees.

These drones will be found to be some |

smaller than those of the queen, for va-
rious reasons perhaps, but they are
drones nevertheless.
ther that fertile workers are geuerally
considered as undevelloped females.
This has been proved by misroscopic
examination.
of mnearly every organ found in the
queen, could be seen, and these germs
may become developed in such a degree
as to allow the bee to lay egas. but they
are never fertilized by the meeting of
drones as the queen Fertile
workers may abound in any hive where

18,

the bees have remained queenless for
several days and they have given up all
hopes of raising a queen. Some may
say that, and speak of this thing as the
worker bee ete., but I believe that the
best writers claim that there are several
of them in the same hive. Their pres-
ence will be discovered by the finding

We may say fur- |

The undeveloped germs |
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lof egas scattered promiscously in from
one to perhaps a half dozen in asingle
cell. These eggs will be found in an
irregular manner in the cell, some ly-
ing on their side, others standing on end
and leaning against the side of the eell,
others all right and so on.
be seen a queen cell drawn out over one

There may

or more of these cells, showing the bees
| know that there is something wrong and
they are trying to right it, but in vain,
they must die unless they have help.
Now the question iz, how shall we get
rid of these Fertile workers? We would

say that a great deal has been said about
the difficulty of this job, but we have
| found it easily accomplished by simply
givinga queen cell, or introducing a lay-
|ine queen in regular form. I had one
Nueleus of bees last year that became
queenless, and fertile workers got into
it in a bad mannes.  The had built cells
and fed royal jelly ete., but after we
tore down their works and dug out their
| jelly, they aceepted a queen very rea-
The same has been ourexperience
Now Mr. Editor, [
don’t wish to take up more of your val-

| .
Cdily.

in all other cases.

uable columns, so will only touch light-

1y on this subject, hoping that others
| may write their experiences, so that we
may take the good of all, as we will
doubtless soon have to deal with the
Fertile Workers.

Mechanie Falls, Me.

'_f"___"sir;':i,}:cnom’s
From (ur Letter Box.

Buckfield, April 30th. 1883.
Editor of the APIARIAN.,
Dear Sir:—As I was not at the meet
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ing at North Paris the 25th, on account | and show them that they can do just as
of the bad traveling, T will say a little | well as the best of bee-keepers. A man
in regard to hives and frames. I have | tells me that bees are of a wild nature,
used for ten years the National bee|and nature has done all for them that

hive; 21 inches high; how is that for|can be done. Nature has done a great

- - . - - | g -
This hive is a side opening one, | deal for bees as well as every thing else,
frames from top to bottom, 20 by 11; some may say by many other things.

now I think I know whatit is to handle | For instance, our crops will grow, but

high?

a long frame full of comb and honey. |without some labor with it, (nature)
Some speak of bees working up to the ‘we should fall short in every respect of

top, my bees all died this winter before
they got there. Now| realy I do not
think that the length of frame was the
wuge, but however I do not like the

frame nor never have,l have transferred

Lundreds of swarms from all kinds of |

hives, also from the forest, out of logs ;
have taken themn out of trees that were
down and have always noticed that the
When

1 have takeu them out of a standing

combs were straight and nice.

tree they were in all shapes, but in all
the shoal frames I have ever handled,
are straight and very casy to handle. I
like the L. frame the Lest of any I'have

ever seen, and shall use it in preference |

to any other.
all others to use it, as I am satisfied it
is the best. Considering the use of the
hive, it suits e very well. I am not
in the bee business at present, like most
of those that write for this Book, but
am just as interested, and I wantto help
encourage it in every respect, I also
waunt to encourage all beginners in the
business. Now the trouble with those
using box hives, is this, they think they
cannot handle their bees in trames, still
they can sece the success of all the im-
provements. Now any one that thinks
they cannot manage this to perfect sue-

cess, I will help them free of charge,

- 1
I have and shall advise

3 getting much profit.

1 J. S. MoRGAN,
| i

| For the New England Apiarian.

How welcome a sunny day is
| although they are few ; and as yet cold
{and windy weather is the rule. It has
| been said by many long experienced
} bee-keepers, that it was a waste to
| breed many bees before the 1st of May,

to us,

~and still they believe in strong stocks
|early in the season. Now its a fine job
to attain exactly such a point, and no
more. But for me I have been feeding
for brood for six weeks, and with the
cold weather, I believe T hit the nail
fair on the head. And as they (as
many others had,to be fed or starve)
My
bees are all in prime order, but the one
swarm that I did not trausfer, but fed

they would breed in spite of us.

sugar cakes on the frames, but they are
on the gain, and I have just given them

a good cake of hatching brood. My
swarms all have prolific queens, and

doing good business, and so are their
bees. How pleasing it is to have
swarms early, but we often have them
so late that in the old fashioned way
where foundation was not used, the

swarm had no chance whatever. Now



88

THE NEW ENGLAND APTARTAN.

I shall look for (or make) earlier

swarms. No doubt by a little early
feeding. Just now there is great ex -

1t
m‘dvr to |

citement about pure Italians. is a
well known fact that we, in
get a pure breed must bre
same FFamily and legacy in power and |
ambition will be the result.
as fine shaped and
eolored Italians as one could ask, but I
must honestly say they were far in the |
rear, of any others in my yard of 18

season, one stock,

stocks, for honey gatherers; while a

swarm of what many call Italiaus (1y-|

brides) would gatlier 3 Ibs to 1 of their
Ttaliaus, and as to haudling, I don’t see
but little difference.
bees ubout what we wish ; if we

gentle bees we must not knock the hive | s

every time we passit, or before we open
or manipulate it; only think how you
feel when you bump your head so as to
see stars, where there are none ; or how
you feel if even an apple drops from a
tree on it unawares and of course we
have more reason than the bees.
pecially do I believe we can aflect the
digposition of queens, while the cellsare
being built.  We cannot be too easy
and careful at such times. It costs no
more to breed Italians than Hybrides,
and the question is, shall we breed for
looks or business? = As friend Doolittle
says, the Italians are Lis favorites but I
find where I have visited bee-keepers,
that the Hybrides are ahead as to both
stores and bees. One friend in partic-
ular showed me a swarm that he said

beat all he had, and they were pure Ital- |

jans. Went there and saw them, and
low, they were not more than half Ital-

jans. He said they were good to han-

I had ld&t‘

Ve can make our |

want

Es- |

| dle, and bred very fast, and he was go-
‘ ing to raise queens for his own use from
ithat one. Now like false teeth, what
| shall we have them for, looks or busi-
thru do the faets come in?
hear the remark that for
| queens to & 1, w
ians, but for business, the Hybrides are
Now will not such a

ness ?

e must have pure Ital-

‘a little ahead.
| course tend to run down bee-keeping in
time ? or will the new queens, from the
old ones sold about the country, mate
enough with the blacks to keep up the

cross, and praduce the industrious Hy-
I don’t wizh to infer that Ital-

|

ians are all lazy, but when we say pure,
track that will
I never have

we ure on a run us

against the wall iu time.

scen the new races of bees, and by what
lis said of them I will let them alone.
But I am interested for the people as to
the best bees, as it is very lmportant
with our short honey seasons, to have
the best workers, and at same time,
bees that will endure our cold winters,
and when we find such a queen, why
not take some pains to try a few queens
at least from them, but drones from
some other queen, to shut in all drones
from such as we dislike, at the time of
queen flying. I for one will take this
course, (if they do not resemble butter,)
we will have
of honey. Friends lets have friendly
talks on this subject. Now a word
about foundation ; its no easy job to
fasten it to the wires so but what it will
in time start off in places, if kept out of
hives long after being set. I use a wire
in centre, instead of tin. I double the
of foundation enough to run it

pepper and salt with lots

sheet
down through the frame each side of the
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middle brace wire, then the whole frame | play our bees and fixtures; they will
all over and tuck the ends of foun-|also furnish us with a wire tent in which
dation under the fine wire near ends of | we intend to have the different races of
frame ; then I lay the frame on my  bees manipulated daily, and we shall be
board (fitted to just fill inside of frame) |allowed also to sell bees, and every-
and hammer the foundation to the mid- | thing else in this department, on the
dle (large wire) so that it cuts nearly | last days of the exhibition, if we wish.
through, then I use my creased setter, i'l'he trustees of the M. S. A. Society,
not all the way along the wires, but | have treated our committee very gen-
skip short spaces and press down firm- i tlemanly and will give us everything we

ly. This last does not cut and weaken i
the foundation as when run the \\']1()?('.'
length. By runnivg the foundation |
through thus it is stayed much better. |
here I will say, the large wire, will |
take the place of wide tin, I think nice-
ly, or at least I like it much better. 1 i
keep a pumber of sheets of paper
on the woolen cloth over the frame under
the cushions and its just the thing,
these cold nights to keep the bees
on the brood, and if it gets too warm,
days, I can turn the ventilator, but no
trouble of heat yet (eh)?
E. P. CHURCHILL.

North Auburn, Me.

e

For the New Engiland Apiarian,

NOTICE.
Bee-Keepers cf Maine.

Bee-Keepers of Maine, and the
Maine State Agricultural Society :

Brother and sister bee-keepers; the
aforenamed society give to the bee-
keepers of Maine, double the amount
in premiums ever given for this purpose
before ; they will also give us a seper-

ate room or department in which to dis-

can justly ask. Now brother bee-keep-
ers (do not say, we will let others at-
tend as we have nothing to exhibit that
will add to the diplay) let each and

every one of us resolve to carry some-

| thing of our own to be placed in the bee

and honey department. The premiums
will cover the differeut articles and fix-
tures so that no oune person can get but
part, giving us all a chauce to compete.

The President and Trustees of the M.
A. Society expect this to be one feature
of the Fair, next fall, and if we do our
duty and all contribute all we can, we
will surprise the people of this good
State of Maine, as well as the officers of
the Fair, and please ourselves, also ad-
vance apiculture in Maine so as to com-
pare favorably with the other States,
Now is the time to make preperation ;
select some branch or feature, some col-
ony of bees or some of the different fix-
tures pertaining to this industry and
work it up so as to haveit ready for the
Fair, next fall.
be sent to all bee-keepers who propose
to exhibit as soon as published by mak-
ing application to Chairman of Com-

!
)

The premium lists will

mittee.
H "B Cony,
Isaac Hutchings,

Committee,
William Hoyt. i
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For the New England Apiarian.

The Maine Bee-Keepers Association
held their spring meeting at Dexter,
last Thursday. President Additon call-
ed the meeting to order at the appointed
time. About twenty-five bee-keepers
were present at the roll call ; after the
regular business was disposed, Wm.
McLanghlin, H. B. Chapman and Lu-
cien French were appointed as ‘a com-

olutions be furnished the press for pub-
lication, and that the Secretary be di-
rected to send an attested copy to Mrs.
Torrey. J. W. Hodgkins, W. Chap-
man, E. A. Robinsonn, Committee.

The following resolution was unani-
mously adopted. Whereas it appears
from letters received by the Secretary,
that in two instances at least, a dealer
in Massachusetts, has sold to this State,

mittee to devise a course for forming [ stocks infected with foul brood ; there-
County Associations, also to locate the : fore, Resolved. That we, the Maine
next meeting. The death of Bro. Tor- | Bee-Keepers  Association, denounce
rey, was announced and a committee [ sueh dishonorable transactions, and we

raised to draw up resolutions. A few
more bee-keepers were present at the
afternoon session.  The committee on
County Associations, presented the fol-
lowing. *Your committee on County
Associations, would respeetfully report
as follows. That this association would
earnestly reccommend and urge the bee-
keepers in the different Counties, to or-
ganize County Associations as a means
of forwarding the interests of apiculture
in our State ; also we would reccom-
mend that the next meeting of the State
be held at Augusta, on the time of our
next quarterly period.” The committee
on resolutions presented the following.

Resolved. That in the death of our
late associate, Bro. R. S. Torrey ; the
Maine Bee-keepers Association has met
with an irreparable loss ; for no one in
Maine, in our opinion, so well under-
stood the nature and habits of the honey
bee, as he.

Resolved. That this Association ex-
tend to the widow of our late Brother,
our warmest sympathy in her great
affliction.

Resolved. That copies of these res-

advise the members of this Association
‘and others interested in practical bee-
1(fll|1lll"c, to fight shy of one who invites
| customers, through the Journals under
[ the guise and name of **fair dealer” and
[then will be guilty of such unmigitated
icroukednoss in his transactions.
| Essays were read by H. B. Chapman,
| Mrs. Lizzie M. Crockett, Dr. McLaugh-
lin. "The members present were re-
| quested to report winters loszes, depth
L of frame used ete., which was substan-
}tiul!y as follows :
‘ Depth of Frame ; 9 1-8 in., No. last
fall, 140 ; No. this “spring, 126; No.
| lost, 14.
Depth of Frame ; 11 1-4 in., No. last
(fall, 81; No. this spring, 62; No.
| lost, 19.
| 0dd sizes of frames ; No. last fall,
}26; No. this spring, 9; No. lost, 17;
Box Hives; No. last fall, 47; No.
this spring, 34 ; No. lost, 13,
Total No. last fall, 204 ; Total No.
| this spring, 231; Total No. lost, 63.
The next meeting will be held at Au-
gusta, August, 9th and "10th, 1883,
W Hoyr, Secretary.
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For the New Engiand Apiarian.

What is Honey.

In the last Arrarian, I noticed that
one of the contributors, John Aspinwall,
understands the nature of the honey bee
and the modus operandi of honey pro-

duction, therefore I would respectfully

request him to give, through the col-
umns of this Journal, the complete an-
swers to the following questions :

1. Of what is the nectar ( ?) or fluid
found in flowers,composed ?

2. What are the chiemical constitu-
ents of honey?
3. 'What change do fluids ungergo

in being converted into honey by the
bee?

4. What is the peculiar aroma of

honey, and how is it produced?
Wir. McLavGHLxN.
Harmony, Me., Apr. 27th, '83.

Barrytown, N. Y., May Ist, ’83.
Reply to Dr. McLaughlin.
1st. question : Of whatisthe neetar?
or fluid found in flowers composed ?
Answer. When speaking of nectar,
from an Apiarian’s point of view, we
refer to the substance gathered by the
bees, before it is evaporated to the con-
sistency of marketable honey. Nectar
is what might be called raw honey. Tt
has all the properties of honey, but with
a greater percentage of moisture, and
perhaps a stronger aroma than the mar-
ketable honey. This aroma disappear-
ing during evaporation to some extent.
From the fact that the Dr. has placed
an interrogation mark after nectar, I
presume he doubts the existance of such

a substance, but it he will glance at
Webster's Dictionary, he will find the
following ; Nectar; (Bot.) The Loney,
and other sweetish secretions, of the
glands of plauts.

2ud. question. What are the chem-
ical constituents of houey ?

| Answer; IToney is comprised of
| three sulstances or elements ; Dextrose
}LL‘()N]USU and Saccharose. The first
[is what is known as Grape Sugar, and
has the formula €6, H12, O6. In hon-
| ey, this forms the Solid Crystalline por-
tion, (with saccharose) and is known
! in commerce as Glucose, it is less sweet
| than cane sugar. The second substance,
Leoulose, hasthe same formula as Dex-
trose, but is distinguished from that
[ substanee by the faect that in the Polar-
iscope the plane of polarization is turned
to the left while in cane sugar and dex-
trose it is turned to the right ; this sub-
stance with an equivalent amount of
dextrose, constitututes what is known
as invert sugar and here rests the difi-
erence between Honey and beet or cane
sugar. One turns the plane of polariz-
ation to the left and the other to the
right. - Therefore, before. Dr. Me
Laughlin can make honey out of gran-
ulated sugar and water, he will have to

introduce Leoulose into the mixture.
Leoulose constitutes the crystalizable
portion of Honey or nectar NOT PRESENT
in any perfectly erystallized sugar, nor
in water. 'T'he third substance iz Sac-
charose, with formula C12, H22, O11.
This is cane sugar and is found to some
extent in houey. The only plants
I believe which secretes saccherine to

any great extent, are the cactuses,
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This substance turns the plane of polar-
ization to the right. The influence of
. Leoulose in honey is so strong that it

entirely overcomes the tendeney of the|

dextrose and saccherine, and the result |
iz the plane is turned to the left.

3d. question ; What change do t]:e|
fluids undergo in being converted into |
Lioney by the bee?

Answer. Dy the proof in the lusti
answer *“fluids” here can ouly refer to |
nectar or raw honey. The bees '
vert this into honey, or ripe honey, by
evaporation, which removes the moist-|
ure and reduces the rank aroma. No |
other fluid but nectar can be converted |

con- |

by the bees into honey as no amouunt of
evaporation would produce a percentage
‘

of Leoulose. |
|

4th. question ; ‘
aroma ot honey, and how produced?

What is the peculiar |
Aunswer. The physiology of odors. |
is an intricate subject and one with |
which your humble servaut is not ac-
quainted. But there is one thing cer-
tain ; honey has a distinet odor while |

pure granulated sugar has not, at least |
I can’t smell
whicl produces the scent ot flowers is |

any. The same cause|
working in our honey to give it its|
characteristic odor, for White Clover |
honey has its aroma, which is different
from the aroma of Basswood honey.
If Prof. Cook can give us a scientific
reason for odors of plants and honey, it
would please, I think, a great many.
However what I was to prove was, that
when bees gather GRANULATED SUGAR
sYRUP, we do not get DONEY as the result
of their labor. I refer Dr. McLaugh-
lin to all the modern works on the bee,

| ner to carry it on.

| standard for this portion of it.

and he will find that the honey bee is
simply a gatherer and storer, and Not
A Maxuracturer of honey. The flow-
ers are the producers.

Jonx AsPINWALL.
the Dr. let us kuow
he

. Will
throngh the Arrariax, whether

thinks I am right or wrong.
[
For the New England Apiarian.

A Standard Frame.

Rend at thie Western Maine Bee-Keepers Associa-
tion, at North Paris, April 25th.

Mr. President, and members of the West-
ern Maine Bee-Keepers Associntion; The
subject of a Standard Frame, I regard as one
of vital importance to-us here assembled and

econsequently to the frateriity of bee-kecepers

wherever they may be found. The people
in our own State are just waking up to the
importance of bee-culture as an occupation,
and are just commencing in a scientific man-
As vet but few frame
hives arein use in our State, and for that rea-
son we can to-day work up the feature to a
large extent, by discussing, and by adopting a
As but few
frames are in use, and we as an associdtion
can by union and labor, carry great weight
with not only beginners but those who are

| just learning the scientific methods which are

making apiculture aleadingand a paying bus-
iness. If we unite in adopting a frame, and
urge upon all bee-keepers in the State the

' necessity of taking the frame that we adopt

as a standard, we certainly shall carry our
point. We can see at a glance that if there
was but one sized frame in the State, great
good would at once accure. This matter of
odd sized frames over the States makes fully
as much trouble among us as bee-keepers, as
ig found in our own apiaries where we have
several different frames, we all admit the ne-
cessity of having but one frame in our own
apiary, and well know the extra trouble and
labor that comes from having more than one
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size. Now as in our own apiaries, so it is
among us as brothers, If we desire to ex-
change, no standard having been adopted,
unless we fortunately exchange with some
one who happens to have frames of the same
size as ours, we at once throw ourselves into
confusion and trouble at once arises, In
making sales, either of full colonies or of nu-
cleus, with a standard size, we make no con-
fusion, and better prices will be realized from
that very cruse. I might go on and explain
this matter fully, and give you reason after
reason, why a standard should be adopted,
but your own intelligence is already convin-
ced, if it was notbefore, so I forbear troubling
vou further in this directicn. DBelieving as 1
do that you are convinecd of the necessity of
adopting some standard, the question atonce
arises, what standard shzll we adopt®: Of
course it is not expected that we shall get up
a new form or style, there are plenty for all
practical purposes now ; we must then take
one of the styles now being used, and per-
haps some serious thought und consideration
should be required before we take so serious
a step. As for myself I have considered the
matter fully and in all its hearings, not only
as 1t applies to us locally as a State, but in
the effect that our choice will have when the
whole eounty is taken into consideration.
T'he frame for us to adopt is the one that has
been fully tried by practical men and passed
their criticisms and judgement, 48 containing
the most good, and the least poor points of
any in use; how then shall we ascertain what
frame is as 1 have described, we can easily do
this by looking the Country over, and when
we find one that is more in use than all oth-
ers, and one which is now fast superseding
all others, we shall require but little time in
making a choice, Let me urge the members
of this association to give this matter their
eareful and earnest attention, and if they
deem the matter of importance to give it the
sanction of their choice by a unanimous vote,

J. B. Masox.

{5 All articles for publication must
reach us by the 5th of each month,

Artificial Swarming.

Read at the Western Maine Bee-Keepers Associa-
tion, at North Paris, April 25th.

This is a very important work in the apia-
ary, and in order to meet with the best re-
sults, there are many things to be done. We
must feed for brood rearing, early, that we
may have plenty of young bees in all stages
at the time of swarming, for one reason if none
other, and it is this; young bees will mark a
new stand and subjeet to a change much ea-
sier than old ones, and too if our combs me
laden with brood, and thousands of bees just
issuing from the cells. They of course are
athome anywhere. Now if our object is to get
all we can from our pets (especiully after the
unusual bee mortulity,)it 1s of great impor-
tance to have bees strong as early as possible,
either ior swarms or surplus. As there are
a number of plans for Artificial Swarming,
we are somelunes at a loss to use or to adopt
the best method if one, take a part of the bees
and brood from only one hive, there is always
more or less friendly robbing from the two
either way as they are of the same scent and
toth stands are marked by the bees, but theie
is aremedy for this, 1 have devised, thus, take
out one or two frames of biood with bees
adhering, and put into a new hive and &dd
what frames of comb or foundation I think
proper, then set division in place, and stay
the frame suflicient to be moved away two
miles; I let itremain a week, then take it
home and they will stay where they belong
This dividing should be done about dark so
as to get young and old bees alike. Now we
leave the old stock queenless, and unless they
are getting ready to swaim, (which I prefer
they should) by starting queen cells, they
will at once start cells from the oldest larva,
that will furnish them a queen at the earliest
possible time, but such a queen is worthless
as they are sure to be short lived and perhaps
only drone layers, therefore unless they have
cells nearly ready to hatch in the natural
manner I introduce a laying queen at once
and I fimly believe it pays many times the
cost rather than have the old stock minus a
laying queen two or three weeks besides' to
risk her being lost in her flight which would
run the swarm down to an untold condition
But, says one he has an axe to grind, for he
sells queens, but if any one chooses to try
their hand at such delays as the above. they
are at liberty to do so, but friends, when a
queen lays even no more than one thousand
eggs per day you can easily see the stress of
my statement. I amsureit will pay evenata
fair price to have laying queens at all _times.
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Where one has a no. of swarms all in one size
of frames, I prefer to take say one frame from
a no. of hives and place it in a new one,
(brushing bees off in the old hive.) then set
the division hoards to suit, and set this on a

stand from which we remove a strong swarm ‘

of course we brush all the bees off when we
take this frame of brood; this must be done
in a warm day when the bees are at work.

There must be a queen introduced into the |
new hive, or a eell about to hatch, though not |
the latter until three days have passed, as they |
would be almost sure to destroy the cell, |

betore they found the loss of the queen on
bemng subjected to the change. There can be
an empty comb or frame of toundation hung
in the places of the ones taken to make the
new swarms, but in this process the bees
may rob and cause us much care, if they
will not attend to their own business, we can
exchange hives and this will usually settleall
such ditficulties, It this should fail, I stay
the frames and take them away two miles,
after dark. Oh! says one, that is altogether
to much trouble and bother to suit me, but
only hold a moment and see; now in natural
swarming, we find the beés are almost ready
to roll out by the hushel, or at least we think
so by the cluster outside the hive, day after
day. We go to sce them ;. still they are idle-
ing away the best few weeks of the season,
until perhaps a few cold rainy days drive them
in, and down goes their queen cells (if there
were any,) then in a few days, that awtful
cluster is out and at the same old game all
this time, the women and children are told to

look after the bees, for we don't want to|
Finaley some warm day when |

loose them.
Johu is over in the back field, the horn is
sounded the bells rung as a watchword that
the bees are on the wing. John runs as
though a blood hound was ¢lose on his track,
well h: finaley reaches the yard, and lo he has
lost the inmates of both house and hive.
Where under the sun are they? Now while
he is almost in despair, he sees away over
vonder his family hurrying towards home,
hats off and their faces looking as though our
Maine laws were not on the temprance side.

Sayvs John “what's the matter,” why that |

great swarm has gone, I guess ten miles ; we
run ourselves almost to death, but they left
us all out of breath, and patience to. ¢ Well”
says John, #T'll try artiticial business after
this, queens or no queens’” and Mrs. J. says
that swarm has taken all my time that 1 in-
tended for picking berries, for mind you this
swarm has been idle in that way nearly all
summer. Now friends which is the best
mode? I never had a swarm hang out for I
loak right after them and give them proper
ventilation and shade, and surplus quarters.

[ In all cases we must have u strong swarm or
| swarms. It’s of but little use to think of

making swarms too early, as they will only
| drag along and loose the best part of the sea-
| son. Lets keep in mind that for businers we
must have thousands of bees; and that qual-
|ity not quantity is the motto.

E. P. CinurecniLt,

| North Auburn, Me,

—_———
For the New England Apiarian.

Western Maine
Bee-Keepers Asscciation.

BY DR. J. A. MORTON,

The above named society was organ-
ized Ireb. 28th 1883,  Its officers and
| niembers are carnest and enthusiastic
‘
|
|

bee-keepers and are bound to do ull they
can to elevate their calling to its prop-
Ler place among the growing industries
Lof Maine. The constitution and by-laws
are about the same as other bee associ-
| ations. also their objects and plan ot oper-
|ations.  Their meetings are to be holden
[ quarterly, the last Wednesday of Feb.,
[ May, Aug., and Nov., aud one or two
[days, us deemed necessary. At that
meeting only busioess and informal bee
talk was had, and adjourned to meet
with brother W. W. Dunham, at Grape
View Farnt, North Paris, Apr., 25th.
According to adjournment, met at the
above named time and place and called
[to order at 1 P. M., President in the
chair. The roads were in a most
wretched condition, almost impassible,
yet a majority of the old members, some
five or six new ones, also 5. L. Board-
| man of the Howme Farm, and H. B. Co-
ny of Augusta, both members of the
Maine Bee-Keepers Association, were
present and cordially iunyited to take
part in the meeting, which they did, ad-
ding much to the interest, and brother
Boardman gave us a most excellent re-
port in his paper, except in the matter
of discussing the Standard Frame. In
hiz warmth of the discussion, he mis-
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took the feeling, and reported it to be
that the L. frame is very desirable for |
use in the apiary during honey

say that the essay inaugerating this dis-
cussion, was read by J B. MSN)U, on

eather- l the Standard Frame ; this was followed

ing and if cellar wintering is to helhy an essay on Artificial ‘-n\armm;:

adopted, it would do for that, but for 'luul by the President, its author 1.

out door wintering it was too shoal. |
This was certainly contrary to the tenor
ot the discussion, which was that the
L. frame was best for spring and sum-
mer, and as safe as a decper frame for
wintering in doors or out. This was
proved by reports from Bros.
and Mason, the former of whom win-
tered eighteen swarms on summer stands

Duunham |

with a wind break as the ouly protect- |

ion, in equal numbers Langstroths and
deep frames, and treated AI]]\L n every
other respect, with a loss of four in deep
and one in shoal frames. He prefers
the L. frame for all purposes and should
adopt it.  J. B. Mason wintered iu the
same manner, forty-seven stovks, thir-
teen in chaff hives, eleven in deep and

twenty in L. frames, all managed alike |

in other respects and lost tour ; none in
chatl hives, one in shos i], and three in
deep frames.  His idea is that the near-
er you can keep bees to the bottom
board during the winter. the better.
I'he bottom board should be double as
well as sides
fill the frames from top to bottom. from
side to side, when clustered in winter,
if not from end to end.

Mr. H. I3. Cony of Augusta has had
long experience with different hives, and
prefers a shallow trame. At the close
of this discussion, which was enjoyed

by all, the following resolution was
unanimously proved: Resolved : That
it is the mind of this Association, that

the Langstroth frame is preferable to
any other frame for all purposes. and
we reccommend its adoption by all bee-
keepers as the Standard Frame, so it
will plainly be seen that brother Board-
man’s report of the frame matter was
a slip of his memory and wholly unin-
tentional on his part, and owing to the
enthusiasm of the occasion, I forgot to

and ends. and bees should

lited disenssion iollu“ ed.

Chm: il ot being present, aud a s an-
J. B. Ma-
son’s method of swarming is to take a
frame of brood from five to eight differ-
ent hives, no bees or queen, substitute
rew hive for a strong stock and intro-
duce a queen cell just before hatching
any, division boards and warm cover-
ing to keep the bees snug and warm,
repeating this operation every four or
five days if'it can be done without weak-
ening the other stoeks.  They must be
kept strong it we expect any surplus.
By this method all stoeks are strong
from the start, but to practise it, the
apiary should coutain at least eight
good swarms to begin with, and no
frame should be taken from the hive at
the same time it is substituted for the
new swarm. aud each stock should be
substituted in turn, beginning with the
strongest.  This discussion aund some
routine business, changing the Consti-
tution and By-Laws, reception of new
members ete., closed the session, and
after a short intermission, and partaking
of a splendid supper though no better
than the dinner provided by Bro. Dun-
ham and his excellent wife, at seven in
the evening the readings and discussions
were resumed. = Col. Wm, Swett of
South Paris was present, riding some
six or eight miles, bad as the traveling
was, and joined the association ; taking
an active partin its deliberations. Col.
Swett is in the 80s, and a veteran far-
mer and bee-keeper, well known to all
this region. He has kept bees for fifty
years aud is as young in heart and
mind as the youngest of us; we feel
proud of such men ; they show us what
we should be when we reach that age
aud experience. Another member, Mr,
Sampson, nearly as old as Col. Swett
was present, and as warm in the cause
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as any ; he walked six or eight miles | we mail them to Mr. Heddon and they
across the country to be with us. We [ve to be returned to us so as to appear
hope to meet these warm hem-t.ed old| = the 15th.
brothers at every reunion, and long
yet may they linger with us in this life,
and in that which is to come, obtuin the [&" We have not time to insert the

reward of the just and true. el ;
Last of all an essay on Bee-Pasturage | advertisments of - the ‘‘Bee-Keepers

o . 3 = 1 . o € H o P
for Maine, was read by the President, | Guide or Manual of the Apiary,” by
which was too long for insertion lere.|A. J. Cook, of Lansing Mich., also the
but well recieved and briefly disscussed | Bee-Keepers Handy Book, by Henry
ns the hour was ,,rrem_nglnte. Atlnbo.u.| Alley of Weuliam, Mass. The Bec-
ten the regular session closed, afterde- |
ciding to meet mnext time with! ‘ i ;
Brother H. C. Wilbur, of Auburn;| from this office, post paid to any address
August 29th at 10 A. M., but some ten | wpon receipt of $1 25, The Bee-Keep-
or twelve, still lingered around B"“-iel's [andy Book, in Paper, $1 00 per
o ra T 0 ire i 4 . 3
Dunham '.'w.plbdbal}t open fire and talked Lcopy 3 in Cloth, {lundsomely Bound,
on bees tili a late hour. Next morning | 81 'Z' Tl ol
. $1 25. ese are tw 8 V-
we were up before the sun and commen- | ** = 634 e I O BOOEE MUK e
ced the conversation as though every|€TY bee-keeper ought to have. Adver-
moment was too precious to be lost. but | tisments of these books will appear in
nsdai{ thin;,{.i. l]u'n\'cvm' ;.)lensuu:‘.l must [ the June number of the APIARIAN.
end, so dud this meeting. Messrs. | o et . v
< 8 . rders recieved, will be promptly filled.
Boardman and Cony took the cars for : s '
Augusta, bearing good wishes from us
to their Association and an invitation to Al arti 3 A
: , articles for publication must
meet with the W. M. Bee-Keepers As- P
sociation, whenever they could, assur-
ing them of a warm welcome there. 1t
should not be forgotten that at both
meetings all present were most fully,
hospitably and generously entertained, ;
by Bros. Mason, Dunham audtheir fam- ask your friends to subscribe also. As
ilies for which we tender our hearty |this is the only bee magazine published

Keepers Guide, will be sent by miail

reach us by the th of each month.

[ If you have not already subscrib-
ed for the Arrariax, do so now, and

thanks. in the New England States, it ought to
Bethel, Me., May 15th, 1883. be well patronized by all bee-keepers.
Special Notices. [ We want bee-keepers from all

[Z7Our question department, con- parts of the country, to send us articles

ducted by Mr. James Heddon, will
probably prove beneficial eventually.
This month we recieved the questions
to late for insertion but they will appear
next month. Questions in this depart-| 5 Articles for publication must be
department should be sent, so as to|written on a seperate piece of paper
reach us by the 1st of each month ; as | from items of business.

for publication ; how their bees are
getting along, and avything that they
think will interest our readers.
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0. H. Perry & Bro,,

DEALERS IN

QUEENS

ARND

HONEY
Wholesale aund Relail.
% Circular and Price List sent on
aplication.
No. 27 Central St.,
LOWELL,
~ Home Apiary, I3 Westlord Street

lhuse inw aut of

y 3 Bees, Queens,
Hives, Smokers, etc.,
FOR THE SEASON OF 1883,
; ¢ should not fail to address
c.i E. P.Churchill
B ORIII AGBURN, = - \IAI\‘E

~ FOR ONE DOLLAR,
We will send in addition to the Apra-|
RIAN, oune hundred Envelopes by mail

at

1’

Buff, or Blue Shade, with return to!

! your address ptmted npon them.

=B OSNNENET WANT

JOB PRINTING,

ofany kind
L do not fail to send for prices,
Apirian Office.

: I"ine Work. Low Prices.

Y 1

o

P

ay

s

T g G

o
ol

Apiarian Supplies,

MASS. |

14 frame while removiug the eappings.

1" postage paid, No. 5, XX., in White, |

GLAl\D APIARIA’\T

’ U. 8. Standard

Honey Extractor !

This extractor contains many hmprovements
| over a l others. It has the best gearing made
| which is hinged to the can, and can be-turned

t baek in such a way that all the inside parts of
'(,').‘lrm-.ltlr may be instantly removed for clean.
" Ping without removirg a screw or bolt.  Both
! sides of the comb may be extracted without re-

| moval from the wire hasket or extractor. Adjus-
| tuble frame rests to hold long or short (ramas any
-height.  When the cover is inverted it becomes
i &an uneapying pan with a rest for the end of the
2 and 8.x
tin used for bodies which is one and 2 X more
{ than used by othier makers. All the. iron work
about the inside partsis tinned and is malleable
| iron which will not break. The gates are tinned.,
{ Allwire used in these machines are coated with
a rust proof material. 14 different siz

These Extiactors took first prem the
Ohio, Michigan and Indiana State Fairs, in Sep-
imber 1852, being the only places they were ex-
hibited.

PRICES, 675 T® $18.00.

I have made arrngements whereby [ can fur-
nish these Extractors to my customers &t manu-
facturers prices, freight prepaid anywhere in the
United States. 3

&2 Address, for Illustrated Circular,

James B. Masomn,
Dealer in Apiarian Supplies,

MECHANIC FALLS, - MAINE,.
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I make a speciality o
rearing Italian Queev ol
No Cyprians, or otl 45
races of bees in my apic |
ry, or in the neighb;.l
hood. ~ For quality an’ 4
purity, my stock of bees
cannot be excelled. “

PR SV

Those in want of Begs, or Bee Keepers Sup-f
plies, should not fail to read our
23rd Annual Catalogue of

Full Colomnies, !

Neucleus Colonies,

T TR
QUEENS, - I can supply Hives,
AND GENERAL——— at very low rates, either in the flas

A pialria_n Suppliess | made up singly, or by the quanti
T S Comb Foundation, Sections, Smokegs,

by sending us your name and address | ﬂll kinds of Apmﬂaﬂ Sllppliﬂs

[ Send for Illustrated Catalc
Our experience in breeding bees ex- | before purchasing your supplies.

plainly written.

tends over a period of fifty years.
' es B son
The first importation of Italinns was! Jam « Mase ;
placed under our care, since which time i MECHANIC FALLS, - MAIN;

(xrape View Farm.

NorrH PAI(I.‘:. MaiNg.

we have made Queen breeding a spee- |~
ialty, and have tested all the different |

races.
Our Catalogue tells you which we have re- R
. § 3
tained as most worthy of propagation. I T A L I A h B E D S
Also the best method of introducing queens FOR SATE.
Addressi—
Grape Vimnes a specialty.

Wm W caﬂ‘y & Sﬁn.l‘ All the leading kinds sent by mail

{or express, of ny own growing.
Coleraine, Mass. !
Good strong vines and warranted

The Pioneer Apirians of HeW EOBAL | crue o name
IF ¥YOU WANT \V'ltoP Fowls, including |
PP KIN DUCKS, the very best of lay-
N mq, and TOULOUSE and EMDEN ;!
Of(l,llx ki Il(l, G EESE, the two largest kinds knowu. 4
IZ Prices given on application. &7 Tig 4
do not fail to send for prices, ‘ Rid

Apiarvian Office, | W. W. DUNHAM,
Fine Work. Low Prices. | Grape View Farm, North Paria, Me,
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