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ON, WISCONSIN !

On, Wisconsin! On, Wisconsin!
Grand old badger state!

We, thy loyal sons and daughters,
Hail thee, good and great.

On, Wisconsin! On, Wisconsin!
Champion of the right,

“Forward,” our motto—
God will give thee might!

itten by J. S. Hubbard and
Rosa in 1918 and adopted
Official State Song by the
isconsin Legislature in 1959.
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Foreword

S the 1960 Blue Book comes off the press an army of

workers are gathering and compiling data which gives
great promise of showing that Wisconsin has reached 4 million
residents who in a very real sense are the government of our
state, our counties, our cities and villages, our towns and
our many special districts which constitute a total of more
than 5,200 separate units of government.

We, the people, organized as the state, county and local
units of government spend more than a billion dollars a year
to conduct the business of this great system of public organi-
zation. We employ over 100,000 people. We own vast amounts
of land, improvements and personal property. We touch upon
the lives of our people from their prenatal days until their
lives are but a memory. We aid, advise, restrain and even
punish our people.

It is axiomatic that our stake in this tremendous organiza-
tion requires that we develop and maintain an interest in
its operation. For every right or privilege which we enjoy
under a democracy, there is a corresponding duty. This duty
is often expressed in such tangible functions as voting, paying
taxes, obeying laws, serving in the armed forces and accept-
ing public office. It is, however, also our duty to be informed,
to make the effort to understand what the functions of our
public agencies are and how these functions are being carried
out. It is our duty to make an effort to comprehend the
operation of the public business in order that we may support
that which is proper and reform that which is not.

It is also the duty of those who have been selected to oper-
ate this vast public machinery to inform their stockholders
— the citizens of our state — of their activities in the past
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and their plans for the future. Tremendous improvements in
the media of communication in the past few decades have
increased the opportunity to provide such information, but
the ever-increasing complexity of government has made it
increasingly difficult to convey the story of public business
to the expanding population in a meaningful way.

The Wisconsin Blue Book is one of the oldest continuous
devices to keep the people informed about the activities of
one segment of our government, the state. Conservative in
format, it has consistently provided accurate data on the
basic organizational pattern and operations of the state. Dis-
tributed almost entirely without charge, it is not only avail-
able to schools and libraries, but many individuals possess
copies. We commend it to you as a reliable source of infor-
mation about the most broadly-owned business in Wisconsin
— Yyour state government.

GAaYLORD A. NELSON,

Governor
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Introduction

T HE INTRODUCTION to the 1958 edition of the Wis-
consin Blue Book contained a recital of the evolution of
this publication which has been issued under that title since
1878. While the general outline of the Blue Book has been
fairly stable for many years, its preparation is by no means
a routine task because of the constant changes in the govern-
mental process in Wisconsin. Departments rise and fall;
functions are created and abolished; staff is hired and re-
leased. Were the Blue Book a picture of Wisconsin state
government on January 1 of even years when copy is to be
in the printer’s hands, it would begin to be out of date on
January 2.

Not only is state government stable for but a moment, but
its evolution lags behind the authority to make change. An
agency created by law today may not become a full-blown
entity for some time. Its components may unfold at a barely
perceptible rate. Its objectives may be translated into a
working program only after a period of exploration. Appoint-
ments may be held in abeyance; bills which affect the or-
ganization and operation of state government may require
months to become effective after approval by both houses
of the legislature. Thus the editors of the Blue Book are
confronted perpetually with the problems of accuracy and
of currency. Accuracy is an attainable goal; currency is
not. The lag between the submission of the copy and the
date of publication precludes the inclusion of the most recent
changes.

For some years the editors have sought to bring together
each biennium the data on a significant segment of state
government in a comprehensive main article. The 1960 edi-
tion of the Blue Book follows this trend with an article in-
corporating a biographical sketch of each of the 34 men who
held the office of Governor between 1848 and 1958. Each
sketch is accompanied by a photograph of what is, or is
purported to be, the official portrait of the Governor involved
except in the case of Acting Governor MacArthur of whom
no portrait exists. It is hoped that these highlights in the
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lives of the men who gained the post of chief executive of the
state will prove a source of enjoyment and information for
those who use this book.

Chapter 516, Laws of 1959, clarifies the distribution of
the 45,000 copies of the Blue Book, among other things. It
is clear that this book was intended as a source of ready
reference for the public official, businessman, homemaker,
teacher and student. Roughly one copy for every 100 people
in the state is provided. This means that unless the avail-
able copies are distributed widely and used effectively many
will be denied access to a copy. Public libraries, schools and
most public officials have copies, and individuals who do not
benefit from the broad distribution made each biennium may
purchase a copy from the state at a nominal price.

The preparation of each edition of the Blue Book is pos-
sible only through the co-operative efforts of a host of peo-
ple including key staff members of the operating departments,
the Printing Division of the Bureau of General Services and
the staff of the Legislative Reference Library. Although the
major direction in the compilation of the 1960 edition was
gwen by Mrs. Hazel Kuehn, librarian of the Legislative Ref-
erence Library, the 1960 version of the volume represents
greater participation by more members of the Legislative
Reference Library staff than ever before.

Special recognition is given to Gerald L. Matthews for the
title page illustrations; the Melrose Music Corporation and
Broadcast Music, Incorporated, for permission to reproduce
the music to “On Wisconsin” in the frontispiece; to Paul
Vanderbilt, curator of the iconographic collections of the
Wisconsin Historical Society for his assistance in locating the
portraits of the former Governors; the Photographic Labora-
tory of the University of Wisconsin for photographing these
portraits; and to Dr. Roy Lokken for his assistance in gath-
ering the data upon which the biographic sketches of the
former Governors were based.

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY
M. G. ToepgL, Chief
Hazev L. KugnN, Librarian
Editors



THE OFFICE OF GOVERNOR

Tue GoveErNOoR Is INAUGURATED. The Governor takes office
on the first Monday in January of odd-numbered years. He
and other constitutional officers elected in the preceding No-
vember are normally sworn into office by the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court at a ceremony in the rotunda of the
Capitol.

Biographies and Pictures of
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS

SUPREME COURT JUSTICES
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

MEMBERS OF LEGISLATURE






Governor GAYLORD A, NELSON



CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS

THE GOVERNOR

GAYLORD A. NELSON (Dem.) born Clear Lake June 4, 1916. Educated
in Clear Lake graded and high schools. In 1939 B.A. from San Jose State
College in California; in 1942 LL.B. University of Wisconsin. Since 1942
a practicing attorney. Served in army 46 months during World War II
Elected to senate 1948; re-elected 1952 and 1956. In 1951 chosen Demo-
cratic floor leader; in 1953 assistant Democratic floor leader. Elected
Governor 1958. Home Address: 5627 Crestwood Place, Madison.

THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

PHILLEO NASH (Dem.) born Oct. 25, 1909 in Wisconsin Rapids. Grad-
uated Wisconsin Rapids grade and high schools; A.B. Univ. of Wis. 1932;
Ph.D. Univ. of Chi. 1937. Cranberry grower; applied anthropologist. Ad-
ministrative assistant U. S. President 1952-53; special assistant in the
White House 1946-52; special assistant to director of OWI, White House
liaison 1942-46; special consultant to the Secretary of War 1943; lecturer
in anthropology, Univ. of Toronto 1937-41; president Georgetown Day
School, Wash. D.C. 1944-51. Member board of directors Assn. on American
Indian Affairs 1943 to date. State Chairman Democratic Party of Wis.
1955-57; finance chairman of party 1954-55; chairman Wood County
Democratic Party 1955. Elected Lieutenant Governor 1958. Home Ad-
dress: 1310 Third St. S., Wisconsin Rapids.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

ROBERT C. ZIMMERMAN (Rep.) born Jan. 5, 1910 in Milwaukee.
Attended Wisconsin public schools; graduate Central High School,
Madison. Served in World War II; army two and one-half years. Ap-
pointed Assistant Secretary of State in 1939 and held that position for
approximately 15 years. Elected Secretary of State 1956, re-elected 1958.
Home Address: 2810 Arbor Drive, Madison.

THE STATE TREASURER

EUGENE M. LAMB (Dem.) born Sheboygan County, March 7, 1910.
Educated in Milwaukee graded and high schools; University of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee, 2 years; Marquette University 2 years. Studied business
administration and accounting at the universities. Former employe of
the Allis Chalmers Manufacturing Company. Former Wisconsin state
champion ice speed skater. Served in the 1949, 1951 and 1953 legisla-
tures, as assemblyman from Milwaukee County 9th District; 9th and 26th
wards of the City of Milwaukee. Member Commissioners of Public Lands,
State Board of Canvassers, Board of Trustees of Conservation Wardens
Pension Fund. Elected State Treasurer 1958. Home Address: 3215 N.
81st Street, Milwaukee.
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

JOHN W. REYNOLDS (Dem.) born Apr. 4, 1921 at Green Bay. Ph.B.
and LL.B. Univ. of Wis. Practicing attorney in Green Bay. U.S. Commis-
sioner, Eastern Wis. 1955-58. World War II veteran; served 1942-46.
Elected Attorney General 1958, Married Patricia Ann Brady of La
Crosse; two daughters, Kate aged 7 and Molly aged 2. Business Address:
State Capitol, Madison 2.

THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

GEORGE EARL WATSON born Neenah Oct. 16, 1897. Graduated Apple-
ton High School; B.A. Lawrence College 1921; M.A. University of Wis-
consin 1932; honorary LL.D. Lawrence College 1949. High school teacher
in Stevens Point 1921-1922; supervising principal, Fall River 1922-1923;
high school principal at Stevens Point 1923-1924; superintendent of
schools Waupaca, Marinette and Wauwatosa 1924-1949., From 1947-1949
member Milwaukee County School Committee. Other public activities
include: chairman and member Wauwatosa Veterans Committee; chair-
man Milwaukee County Junior Red Cross; county commander Waupaca
County American Legion; past president Wisconsin Association of School
Administrators; past chairman Wisconsin Council on Education; pre-
sently member of National Veteran’s Administrator’s Vocational Re-
habilitation and Education Advisory Committee; president Council of
Chief State School Officers, 1959. Elected State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction in 1949; re-elected 1953 and 1957. Home Address: 111
W. Wilson St., Madison.
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JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT

JOHN E. MARTIN born Nov. 15, 1891 Green Bay. Educated parochial
and public schools of Green Bay; attended University of Wisconsin
1910-1914; graduated Law School University of Notre Dame in 1916.
Served in World War I as first lieutenant in Company E, 127th Infantry,
32nd Division. In 1933 appointed assistant district attorney Milwaukee
County and served for one year. In 1934 counsel for Banking Commis-
sion. Had held no elective public office until his election as Attorney
General in 1938. Re-elected in 1940 and served as Attorney General
from 1939 until his appointment to Supreme Court June 1, 1948 to suc-
ceed Justice Chester A. Fowler, deceased. In Apr. 1950 elected to Supreme
Court; re-elected Apr. 1951. Became Chief Justice Jan. 7, 1957, upon
termination of term of Chief Justice Fairchild.

GROVER L. BROADFOOT born Dec. 27, 1892 in Independence. Edu-
cated in common schools; LL.B. Law School of University of Wisconsin
in 1918. Practiced law at Mondovi until 1948 and is president of Mon-
dovi State Bank. Public offices include mayor of Mondovi 1943-1947;
district attorney 1923-1935; member Wisconsin Board of Tax Appeals
1939-1943. Veteran of World War I. In assembly 1945 until his appoint-
ment as Attorney General on June 5, 1948. Appointed to Supreme Court
Nov. 12, 1948 to succeed Justice Elmer E. Barlow, deceased. Elected to
Supreme Court Apr. 1952; re-elected 1955.

TIMOTHY BROWN born Feb. 24, 1889 at Madison; educated in Madi-
son public schools, University of Wisconsin (B.A. 1911) and Harvard
Law School (LL.B. 1914). Admitted to Wisconsin bar in 1914, practiced
law in Milwaukee 2 years, served in U.S. Navy 1917-1919; then returned
to Madison where he practiced law continuously until 1949. From 1926-
1949 court commissioner for Dane County. During World War II govern-
ment appeal agent and member of an appeal board under Selective Ser-
vice System. In 1945 executive counsel to Governor Goodland and again
to Governors Goodland and Rennebohm, 1947-1949. From Apr.-July
1949 commissioner of Public Service Commission. Governor Rennebohm
then appointed him to fill vacancy in Supreme Court caused by death of
Justice John D. Wickhem. Elected to Supreme Court Apr. 1953.

GEORGE R. CURRIE born at Princeton, Wisconsin, Jan. 16, 1900.
Educated public schools at Montello, attended Oshkosh State Teachers
College 2 years, taught school 3 years, and then received legal educa-
tion at University of Wisconsin Law School, LL.B. degree in 1925;
awarded Order of the Coif. In his senior year student editor-in-chief
of Wisconsin Law Review. For 26 years practiced law at Sheboygan.
For over 20 years member of Sheboygan Public Library Board, the last
16 years president of board. During World War I served several months
in Student Army Training Corps. Married in 1925 to Miss Gladys E.
Bremer and has 2 daughters, Ann and Janet. On Aug. 30, 1951, appoint-
ed to Supreme Court to fill vacancy resulting from resignation of
Justice Henry P. Hughes. Elected to Supreme Court Apr. 2, 1957 with-
out opposition to a full 10-year term on such court commencing Jan. 6,
1958.
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THOMAS E. FAIRCHILD born Dec. 25, 1912 Milwaukee. KEducated
Grand Avenue School, Milwaukee; Riverside High School, Milwaukee;
A.B. Cornell University 1934; University of Wisconsin Law School, LL.B.
1938. Practicing attorney with Daniel H. Grady, Portage, 1938-1942;
attorney TU.S. Office of Price Administration 1942-1945; practicing at-
torney, Milwaukee 1945-1948, 1953-1957. Elected Attorney General 1948.
U.S. Attorney, western district of Wisconsin 1951 to 1952. Resided at
Verona 1949-53. Democratic nominee for TU.S. Senate 1950 and 1952.
Elected to Supreme Court April 3, 1956.

E. HAROLD HALLOWS born Apr. 20, 1904 at Fond du Lac. Educated
Fond du Lac public grade and high schools; A.B. Marquette Univ. 1926;
attended Columbia Univ. 1926-27; graduated Doctor of Jurisprudence
cum laude Univ. of Chicago Law School 1930. Practicing attorney and
professor of law at Marquette Univ. 1930-38. Past president Milwaukee
Co. Bar Assn. 1948-49; past president Wis. Bar Assn. 1953-54; member
Amer. Bar Assn.; Amer. Bar Assn. House of Delegates; Amer. Society
of International Law; Amer. Law Institute; Bar Assn. of Tth Federal
Circuit; Institute of Judicial Administration; Inter-Amer. Bar Assn.;
director Amer. Judicature Society; secretary Wis. Bar Foundation. Mem-
ber Wis. Judicial Council since its creation. Received Eagles’ Civic Ser-
vice Award for contributions to community service, 1954, In 1951 re-
ceived honorary Doctor of Law from Mount Mary College. Appointed
to Supreme Court Apr. 2, 1958 to succeed Justice Steinle, resigned.
Elected to Supreme Court Apr. 7, 1959. Justice Hallows is the first
justice to be elected for a full term pursuant to a constitutional amend-
ment adopted in 1953.

WILLIAM HERBERT DIETERICH born in Milwaukee Dec. 18, 1897.
Educated Milwaukee public elementary and high schools; Marquette
Univ. Law School; Univ. of Wis.; Univ. of Montana, 1919-23. Admitted
to practice of law, 1923. Trial lawyer Milwaukee and Washington Coun-
ties for 36 years, with law offices in Milwaukee and Hartford. Secre-
tary and counsel for 2 shoe manufacturing companies and a road build-
ing bituminous products corporation. Served as town attorney, Spe-
cial Asst. Attorney General of Wis.; justice of peace; member of advisory
fees committee, Milwaukee Bar Assn.; member Bd. of Governors Wis.
Bar Assn.; pres. Washington Co. Bar Assn. Chairman Washington Co.
School Committee; director school board; attorney for school boards.
Served in World War I, 120th field artillery, 32nd division. Past state
commander Disabled Amer. Veterans; member Natl. Executive Committee
Disabled Amer. Veterans; past commander Amer. Legion; pres. Soc. of
Amer. Legion Founders; member Amer. Legion Natl. Security Committee;
member U.S. chapter Army and Navy Air Force in Canada. Married,
wife Kathryn; son William H. Dieterich III. Elected to Supreme Court
Apr. 1958.



WISCONSIN MEMBERS OF THE 86TH CONGRESS

SENATORS

ALEXANDER WILEY (Rep.) born Chippewa Falls on May 26, 1884.
After graduation from Chippewa Falls High School attended Augsburg
College, Minneapolis for 2 years and University of Michigan law school
for 2 years. Graduated University of Wisconsin law school 1907. Has
been a lawyer and businessman since that time. Since 1916 owned and
operated a dairy farm in Barron County which was previously owned
and operated by his parents. District attorney of Chippewa County
3 terms, 1909-1915; member of school board of Chippewa Falls; gover-
nor of Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Kiwanis district in 1933. In 1936
Republican nominee for Governor. Married in 1909 to May Jenkins
(now deceased); 4 children; Elisabeth, Marshall, Rosemary, Winifred.
Married Dorothy May Kydd, May 1952. Elected to U.S. Senate in 1938;
re-elected 1944, 1950, 1956. Former chairman of Senate Committee on
the Judiciary (now highest Republican member); former chairman and
now senior Republican member Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
Member, former Senate Special Committee to Investigate Crime in
Interstate Commerce. Official representative of the U.S. government
at Interparliamentary Union Conference in Oslo, Norway, Sept. 1939
and British Empire Parliamentary Conference in Bermuda, June 1946;
head of U.S. delegation to Empire Parliamentary Conference in Bermu-
da, 1948; U.S. delegate to Japanese Peace Conference in San Francisco,
1951; U.S. delegate to Council of Europe, Strasbourg, France, 1951;
U.S. delegate to Interparliamentary Union Conference, Bern, Switzer-
land, 1952; U.S. delegate to the Seventh United Nations General Assem-
bly, 1952; U.S. delegate to the Interparliamentary Union, Washing-
ton, D.C. 1953; delegate to the Interparliamentary Union, Helsinki 1954;
delegate to Interparliamentary Union, London 1957; American representa-
tive International Conference on Patents, Lisbon 1958. Home Address:
Chippewa Falls.

E. WILLIAM PROXMIRE (Dem.) born Lake Forest, Ill. Nov. 11, 1915.
Attended grade schools in Lake Forest and the Hill Preparatory School
near Philadelphia. B.A. Yale University. M.B.A. Harvard University
Graduate School of Business Administration; M.P.A. Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences, Harvard. Formerly a bank clerk; newspaper and
radio reporter; instructor in government at Harvard University; plant
manager of a Wis. farm implement company; owner of a printing plant
in Waterloo, Wis. World War II veteran, having served with the mili-
tary intelligence 1941-46. Member of Wis. assembly 1951-52. Demo-
cratic candidate for Governor of Wisconsin 1952, 1954, 1956. Elected
to U.S. Senate in a special election Aug. 27, 1957, to fill vacancy caused by
death of Sen. McCarthy. Re-elected 1958. Married Ellen Hodges Sa-
wall, Dec. 1, 1956. Member Senate Committees on Agriculture, Banking
and Currency; chairman Subcommittee on Small Business. Home Ad-
dress: Buckeye Road, Madison.



United States Senator ALEXANDER WILEY

United States Senator E. WILLIAM PROXMIRE



MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

1ST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Green, Kenosha, Racine, Rock, Walworth Counties.

GERALD T. FLYNN (Dem.) born at Racine Oct. 7, 1910. Educated in
Racine elementary and high schools; LL.B, Marquette University 1933.
Practicing attorney 1933-58. State senator 1950-54. Past member of
board of governors of Wis. State Bar Assn.; member Elks and former
exalted ruler. Elected to Congress 1958. Home Address: 3065 Ruby Ave.,
Racine.

2ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Jefferson, Waukesha Counties.

ROBERT W. KASTENMEIER (Dem.) born Jan. 24, 1924 at Beaver
Dam. Educated Beaver Dam and Columbus public grade schools; grad-
uated Beaver Dam High School, University of Wisconsin and Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Law School, 1952. Since 1952 practicing attorney.
Branch office director Claims Service, U.S. War Dept. 1946-48; justice
of peace 1955-58. World War II veteran; 1st Lieut. infantry 1943-46.
Elected to Congress 1958. Home Address: 214 N. 1st St, Watertown.

3RD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Crawford, Grant, ITowa, Juneau, La Crosse, Lafayette, Monroe, Richland,
Sauk, Vernon Counties.

GARDNER R. WITHROW (Rep.) born La Crosse Oct. 5, 1892. Edu-
cated in grade and high schools of that city. After graduation from
high school entered the train service of Chicago, Burlington and Quin-
cy Railroad Company. In 1929 and 1931, was state representative of the
trainmen’s brotherhood. Served in assembly 1927; member of Joint Com-
mittee on Finance. Member of Congress 1931-39; re-elected to the 81st,
82nd, 83rd, 84th, 85th, 86th Congresses. Home Address: La Crosse.



KASTENMEIER

WITHROW

ZABLOCKI REUSS

Members of House of Representatives: GERALD T, FLYNN, 1st district;
ROBERT W. KASTENMEIER, 2nd district; GARDNER R. WITHROW,
grg gis:::ric%; CLEMENT J. ZABLOCKI, 4th district; HENRY S. REUSS,
t istrict.
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4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Towns of Franklin, Greenfield, Oak Creek, Wauwatosa; villages of
Greendale, Hales Corners, West Milwaukee; cities of Cudahy, St. Fran-
cis, South Milwaukee, Wauwatosa, West Allis; and wards 8, 11, 12, 14,
17, 19 and parts of wards 3, 4, 10 and 16, city of Milwaukee.

CLEMENT J. ZABLOCKI (Dem.) born in Milwaukee November 18,
1912. Attended parochial school, Marquette University High School;
graduated Marquette University with Ph. B. degree. Later took grad-
uate work in education Marquette University and taught high school
in Milwaukee. On May 26, 1937 he married Miss Blanche M. Janic of
Milwaukee; 2 children, Joseph Paul and Jane Frances. Elected state
senator 1942, re-elected 1946. Elected to Congress 1948, 1950, 1952,
1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address: 3245 West Drury Lane, Milwaukee.

5TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Town of Granville; villages of Bayside, Brown Deer, Fox Point, River
Hills, Shorewood, Whitefish Bay; city of Glendale; 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th,
Tth, 9th, 13th, 15th, 18th, and parts of 3rd, 4th, 10th, 16th wards of city
of Milwaukee.

HENRY S. REUSS (Dem.) born in Milwaukee February 22, 1912,
Educated Milwaukee Schools; A.B. Cornell University; LL.B. Harvard
Law School. Attorney in Milwaukee since 1936. Former lecturer Wis-
consin State College, Milwaukee; magazine writer. Former assistant
corporation counsel, Milwaukee County 1939-40; assistant general coun-
sel, Marshall Plan, Paris, France, 1949; special prosecutor Milwaukee
County grand jury 1950; personal counsel to late Secretary of State
Fred Zimmerman in reapportionment case before Wisconsin Supreme
Court 1953. Former director White Elm Nursery Co., Hartland, Wis.;
former director Marshall and Ilsley Bank, Milwaukee. Entered army
as private Jan. 1943; commissioned 2nd lieutenant, Nov. 1943; served in
63rd and 75th infantry divisions 1943-45. Bronze star medal for action
at Rhine crossing; bronze battle stars for Normandy, Northern France
and central Germany. Married; 4 children. Elected to Congress 1954,
re-elected 1956 and 1958. Home Address: 2773 N. Maryland Ave., Mil-
waukee.

6TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Calumet, Fond du Lac, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, Winnebago
Counties.

WILLIAM K. VAN PELT (Rep.) born Mar. 10, 1905 in Glenbeulah.
Graduated Fond du Lac elementary and high schools. Owner retail
fuel company. Father of 2 children, Peter age 20 and Julie Ann age 14.
Was delegate to 1944 Republican National Convention and alternate
delegate to 1948 convention. Elected to Congress in 1950; re-elected
since 1952. Home Address: 47 Oaklawn Ave. Fond du Lac.



VAN PELT

BYRNES

JOHNSON O'KONSKI
Members of House of Representatives: WILLIAM K. VAN PELT, 6th
district; MELVIN R. LAIRD, 7th district; JOHN W. BYRNES, 8th dis-

glzi%t;. ]t’_aESTER R. JOHNSON, 9th district; ALVIN E. O'’KONSKI, 10th
istrict.
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7TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Adams, Green Lake, Langlade, Marathon, Marquette, Portage, Shawano,
Waupaca, Waushara, Wood Counties.

+MELVIN R. LAIRD (Rep.) born Sept. 1, 1922. Graduated Marshfield
grade and high schools; B.A. Carleton College, 1942. Formerly secre-
tary-treasurer of a lumber company; resigned upon taking office in
Congress. A Purple Heart veteran, World War II, he served aboard
the destroyer Maddox in Task Force 58 and Pacific 3rd Fleet. Elected
to Wisconsin senate in 1946 and re-elected without opposition in 1948.
While in Wisconsin legislature, in 1949 and 1951, served as legislative
spokesman for former Gov. Oscar Rennebohm and Gov. Walter J.
Kohler. Member Wisconsin Commission on Improvement of the Edu-
cational System 1947-49 and Joint Legislative Council 1951-53; chair-
man Taxation Committee of Legislative Council; member Joint Finance
Committee 1949-52; Senate Labor and Management Committee 1947-50;
Senate Veterans and Military Affairs Committee 1947-52 and its chair-
man, 1949-52; member Senate Legislative Procedure Committee 1949-51;
chairman Wood County Republican Statutory Committee 1949-51; mem-
ber Wisconsin delegation Republican National Conventions 1948, 1952,
1956; member Republican National Platform Committee 1952 and chair-
man of Subcommittee on Labor and Public Welfare; member Republi-
can National Platform Committee 1956 and chairman Subcommittee on
Agriculture; chairman Wisconsin Republican Party Platform Commit-
tee 1950 and 1952. Member of American Legion, 40 et 8, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans and B.P.O.E. The past 4
generations of his family have served in the legislature and have been
elected to state office. His father, the late Melvin R. Laird, Sr., a former
Presbyterian minister, was a Wisconsin state senator; his mother is a
former member of the University of Wisconsin Board of Regents.
Married Barbara Masters of Indianapolis Oct. 15, 1945; 3 children, John
Osborne, Alison, and David Malcolm. Elected to 83rd Congress Nov.
4, 1952; re-elected to 84th, 85th, 86th Congresses. Member House Agri-
cutural Committee 84th Congress; member House Appropriations Com-
mittee 83rd, 85th, 86th Congresses; presently serving on following sub-
committees: Defense, Military Construction, Commerce, Health, Edu-
cation, Welfare and Labor. Home Address: 313 E. Third St., Marshfield.

8TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Brown, Door, TFlorence, Forest, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Marinette,
Oconto, Outagamie Counties.

JOHN W. BYRNES (Rep.) born Green Bay June 12, 1913. Attended
parochial and public schools in that city; University of Wisconsin B.A.
degree in 1936 and LL.B. in 1938. Practiced law in Green Bay. Elected
Wisconsin State Senate 1940 where he was majority floor leader and
chairman of Judiciary Committee in 1943 legislative session. Married
Barbara Preston 1947; 6 children: John Robert, Michael Preston, Bonnie
Jean, Charles Kirby, Barbara Harriet, Elizabeth Alice. In 1944 elected
to House of Representatives and re-elected since 1946. Member of Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. Chairman Republican Policy Committee.
Home Office Address: 414 E. Walnut St.,, Green Bay.
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9TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Barron, Buffalo, Chippewa, Clark, Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, Pepin,
Pierce, St. Croix, Trempealeau Counties.

LESTER R. JOHNSON (Dem.) born at Brandon, Wis. June 16, 1901.
Attended Brandon public schools; attended Lawrence College 2 years,
discontinued college for one year; entered University of Wisconsin
School of Commerce in 1922, majored in economics, graduated 1924.
After 14 years association with a retail lumber, feed and coal busi-
ness, entered University of Wisconsin Law School in 1938 graduating
Feb. 1941; admitted to Wisconsin bar Feb. 1941 and began practice of
law in Black River Falls. Elected chief clerk of Wisconsin assembly
as a Progressive in 1935 and 1937. Elected district attorney of Jackson
County as a Progressive in 1942 and 1944; and as a Democrat in 1952.
Delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 1952, Married Mar-
jorie Gray Nov. 9, 1954; has 3 daughters by his 1st marriage: Mary Lynn
and twins Jane and Jone. In a special election Oct. 13, 1953 elected to
fill vacancy caused by death of Congressman Merlin Hull; re-elected in
1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address: Black River Falls.

10TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Iron, Lincoln, Oneida, Polk,
Price, Rusk, Sawyer, Taylor, Vilas, Washburn Counties.

ALVIN E. O'KONSKI (Rep.) born and raised on a farm near Kewau-
nee. Graduated Kewaunee rural and high schools; Oshkosh State Col-
lege 1927, Ed.B. history and pol. sci. majors. Graduate work at Iowa
and Wisconsin universities, speech and pol. sci. majors. Teacher
Omro, Oconto, Pulaski High Schools in Wisconsin; Itasca Junior Col-
lege in Minn.; Oregon State College in Ore.; University of Detroit in
Mich. Educator, journalist, lecturer. Former owner and publisher
newspaper at Hurley, Wis. Former owner and operator radio stations
at Merrill and Wausau. Ranked first among all congressmen in United
Press test in American history. Former president World Bill of Rights
Assn.,, 1945. Voted “most distinguished American for 1945” by foreign
language press, for his work against communism and the Yalta agree-
ment. Director World League to Stop Communism, 1947. Present direc-
tor Free World Forum. Member Katyn Forest Massacre Committee,
1952. Awarded ‘“Palonia Restitucia”, highest medal of Free Poland.
Married Veronica Hemming, Janesville. Former member Veterans Af-
fairs, Public Works, Education and Labor Committees. Elected in 1942
to 78th Congress and re-elected each time since. Member House Armed
Services Committee. Home Address: Mercer.






MEMBERS OF THE SENATE 19

LAUN O’BRIEN KENDZIORSKI
1st District 2nd District 3rd District

ALFRED A. LAUN, JR. (Rep.) born New Holstein TFeb. 14, 1905. Edu-
cated New Holstein and Milwaukee public schools. Oberlin College;
AB. Harvard University 1927; M.B.A. Harvard Graduate School of
Business Administration 1929. With furniture co. since 1935; president
since 1946. Alderman, Kiel, 1945-47. Member State Board of Vocational
and Adult Education since 1946; also Board of Trustees of Stout Insti-
tute 1946-55. Alternate delegate to Republican National Convention
1952, delegate 1956. 8th district presidential elector, 1952; 8th district
Republican chairman, 1952-54. Elected to senate 1954; re-elected 1958.
Home Address: 502 River Terrace, Kiel.
1st senatorial district: Door, Kewaunee, Manitowoc Counties.

LEO P. O’BRIEN (Rep.) born July 20, 1893 Fond du Lac. Attended
University of Wisconsin; Marquette University; St Norbert College,
DePere. Insurance salesman. Served 4 years as alderman in Green
Bay. Veteran World War I and II; in Wworld War IT combat navy vet-
eran, 32 months in Pacific including the Solomon-Guadalcanal cam-
paigns. Elected to senate 1952; re-elected 1956. Address: P.0. Box 463,
Green Bay.
2nd senatorial district: Brown County.

CASIMIR KENDZIORSKI (Dem.) born Poland Dec. 3, 1898. Elemen-
tary and high school education in Poland; evening courses in Milwau-
kee. From 1928-30 real estate broker, and since has been a machinist and
inspector. Past vice president of his local union and member of board
on legislation and education. Always been interested and active in
civic and labor activities. Elected to assembly in 1946; re-elected in
1948, In 1949 elected to senate; re-elected 1950, 1954, 1958. In 1957
elected Democratic assistant floor jeader. Home Address: 2025 S. 14th
St., Milwaukee.
3rd senatorial district: 11lth, 12th, 14th wards, city of Milwaukee,
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HENDER BRENNAN MOSER
4th District 5th District 6th District

lems of Children ang Youth, 1958, Member Joint Finance Committee
and Joint Survey Committee on Retirement Systems. Home Address:
3047 N. Murray Ave,, Milwaukee,

4th senatoria] district: Villages of Bayside, Brown Deer, Fox Point,
River Hills, Shore\vood, Whitefish Bay; city of Glendale ang 1st, 18th,
20th wards city of Milwaukee,

JAMES J. BRENNAN (Dem.) born in Milwaukee Feb. 1, 1926. Grad-
uated St. Monica School, Milwaukee; Marquette High School, Milwaukee;
A.B. Notre Dame Uniy. 1949; LL.B. Marquette Univ. Law School 1952.
Since 1952 bracticing attorney. World War II veteran; in navy 1944-4¢.
Elected to Senate 1958, Home Address: 2813 N. 87th St,, Milwaukee.

5th senatoriaj] district: 5th, 9th, 15th wards, city of Milwaukee,

WILLIAM R, MOSER (Dem.) born Oct. 14, 1927 in Chicago. Educated
St. Michael’s Elementary School, St. John’s Cathedral High School, both
Milwaukee; B.S. St. Norbert’s College; LL.B. Marquette University Law
School, Practicing attorney. Former member Advisory Council to Mayor
of Milwaukee; director State Street Advancement Assn., Milwaukee;
member state ang local bar assns.; past commander St. Rose Post 1286,
Catholic War Veterans; judge advocate Wis. Dept. Catholic War Vet-
erans; member Knights of Columbus, Eagles. In army 1945-47, Elected
to senate 195¢. Business Address: 710 N. Plankinton Ave., Milwaukee,

6th senatorial district: 7th, 10th, 13th wards city of Milwaukee,
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McPARLAND BUSBY MAIER
Tth District 8th District 9th District

LELAND S. McPARLAND (Dem.) born Thorp Dec. 18, 1896. Common
and high school education at Thorp, attended Oshkosh State Teachers
College 2 years, studied law Marquette University. Taught school in
South Milwaukee 1919-27; since 1927 engaged in practice of law. City
attorney Cudahy 1932-36. In navy 1917-18. Chairman Democratic Or-
ganizing Committee of Milwaukee County 1952-53. In 1945, 1947, 1949
sessions Democratic floor leader. Served 7 terms in assembly, Chairman
Democratic joint caucus 1953, 1955, 1957. Elected to senate 1954; re-
elected 1958. Business Address: 4703 S. Packard Ave. Cudahy.

7th senatorial district: Cities of Cudahy, St. Francis, South Milwau-
kee; 17th, 19th wards (old town of Lake) city of Milwaukee; 5th ward
city of West Allis; towns of Franklin, Greenfield, Oak Creek; villages of
Greendale, Hales Corners.

ALLEN J. BUSBY (Rep.) a graduate of West Milwaukee public
schools, West Allis High School, Milwaukee State Teachers College,
University of Wisconsin with degrees of B.A., M.A,, and LL.B. Admitted
to bar 1928. Principal of high school at Little Chute 1922-24 and in-
structor West Allis High School 1928-33. Since 1932 village attorney
West Milwaukee and member of law firm in Milwaukee. Elected to
assembly 1930, 1934. Elected to senate 1936; re-elected 1940, 1944, 1948,
1952, 1956. Home Address: 1673 S. 53rd St., Milwaukee.

8th senatorial district: Village of West Milwaukee, city of Wauwato-
sa and 1st-4th wards city of West Allis.

HENRY W. MAIER (Dem.) born Feb. 7, 1918. Received B.A. Univer-
sity of Wisconsin in 1940. Served aboard the destroyer, U.S.S. Van Val-
kenburgh in World War II and was in battles in Iwo Jima and Okina-
wa. Upon release from service established a general insurance agency
and taught workmen’s compensation and general liability insurance at
University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee. 1956 Democratic nominee for U.S.
Senate. Formerly member Wis. Senate Governmental and Veterans
Affairs Committee; presently member Committee on Education. Member
American Legion, American Federation of Teachers. Elected to senate
1950; re-elected 1954 and. 1958. Chosen Democratic floor leader, 1953,
1955, 1957, 1959. Home Address: 2237 N. Booth St., Milwaukee.

9th senatorial district: 2nd, 3rd, 6th wards of city of Milwaukee.
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KNOWLES ZABORSKI KRUEGER
10th District 11th District 12th District

ROBERT P. KNOWLES (Rep.) born TFeb. 25, 1916 at River TFalls.
Educated River Falls elementary and high schools; B.S. River Falls
State College. Since 1938 engaged in insurance and real estate busi-
ness. Circuit court commissioner since 1945. Member and past presi-
dent Kiwanis Club and Willow River Rod and Gun Club; member ElKks,
Butler-Harmon Post £80 Amvets, Wis. Assn. of Insurance Agents. In
U.S. army air force, June 1942-Aug. 1945. Elected Apr. 1955 at a special
election to fill vacancy caused by resignation of Sen. Warren P. Know-
les. Re-elected 1956. Member Legislative Council; chairman 1955-59
interim Legislative Council Committee on State Government Operations
which studied efficiency in government. Home Address: New Richmond.

10th senatorial district: Buffalo, Dunn, Pepin, Pierce, St. Croix Coun-
ties.

RICHARD J. ZABORSKI (Dem.) born Milwaukee Jan. 7, 1927. Grad-
uated St. Mary Czest Parochial School, Messmer High School; B.S. Mar-
quette University 1953. Salesman. World War II veteran and army re-
serve officer. Commissioned infantry officer at 18. Served overseas in
Europe with 1st Infantry Division; participated in Nuernberg trials;
recalled to active duty 1950; in Korea and Japan as officer in 1st Caval-
ry Division intelligence officer. Chairman Milwaukee County Democratic
Full Employment Conference; delegate to Democratic state conventions.
Member American Legion, Holy Name Society, various social, political
and scholastic organizations. Elected to senate 1954; re-elected 1958.
Home Address: 713 S. 21st St., Milwaukee.

11th senatorial district: 4th, 8th, 16th wards, city of Milwaukee.

CLIFFORD W. KRUEGER (Rep.) born in Madison June 24, 1918. After
graduating from high school attended Merrill Commercial College. Pres-
ently a sales manager. In 1946 elected alderman, and in 1940 appointed
deputy sheriff. Member of senate 1947, 1949, 1951, 1953, 1957. Member
interim Legislative Council Committee on Boating. Home Address:
122 N. State St., Merrill.

12th senatorial district: Iron, Lincoln, Oneida, Price, Taylor, Vilas
Counties.
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PANZER LORGE CARR
13th District 14th District 15th District

FRANK E. PANZER (Rep.) attended public schools and Oakfield High
School. Was school teacher and telegraph operator; at present engaged
in farming. Has held several public offices including school clerk, town
chairman, member of Dodge County Board since 1925 and chairman of
Dodge County Board since 1940. Elected chairman Board of Managers
of Council of State Governments, Dec. 5, 1956. In assembly in 1931; elected
to senate in 1934; re-elected in 1942, 1946, 1950, 1954, 1958. Elected presi-
dent pro tem 1947-59. Home Address: Route 1, Brownsville.

13th senatorial district: Dodge, Washington Counties.

GERALD D. LORGE (Rep.) born July 9, 1922 at Bear Creek, Outaga-
mie County. Graduated grade and high school at Bear Creek; graduate
Marquette University Law School. Practicing attorney at Bear Creek.
Served in U.S. marines during World War II with duty in the South
Pacific Jan. 1941-Dec. 1945. Elected to assembly 1950 and 1952; elected
to senate in 1954 to fill unexpired term of a resigned senator; re-elected
in 1956. Home Address: 147 Willow St., Bear Creek.

14th senatorial district: Outagamie, Waupaca Counties.

PETER P. CARR (Rep.) born North Jutland, Denmark, Aug. 6, 1890.
Educated Chicago public schools, Chicago Business College. Formerly
seedsman; member operating group of grocery stores and warehouses in
Southern Wisconsin 1931-46; member Janesville wholesale grocery firm
1946-50. Now retired. President Janesville city council 1954. President
Wisconsin Seed Dealers Assn. 1929; director of a Madison trust company
1925-31; chairman President’s Re-employment Board, Rock County,
during depression. Elected to senate 1954; re-elected 1958. Home Ad-
dress: 524 N. Garfield Ave., Janesville.

15th senatorial district: Rock County.
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THOMPSON

TRAVIS HOLLANDER
16th District 17th District 18th District

CARL WILLIAM THOMPSON (Dem.) born Washington, D.C. Mar. 15,
1914. Graduate Stoughton elementary and high schools, University
of Wisconsin Law School 1939. Practicing attorney at Stoughton; home
building contractor. Served as alderman, city attorney. Democratic na-
tional committeeman 1949 to 1956. Presidential elector 1948. Demo-
cratic candidate for governor 1948, 1950. World War II veteran, U.S.
army 1942-46, in military intelligence. Elected to assembly 1952; re-
elected 1954, 1956, 1958. Elected to senate, special election Apr. 7, 1959,
to fill vacancy caused by election of Sen. Gaylord Nelson to office of
Governor. Home Address: 614 West St., Stoughton.

16th senatorial district: 21st ward city of Madison; all the towns,
villages and cities in Dane County except city of Madison.

ROBERT TRAVIS (Rep.) born May 2, 1909 Platteville. Graduated
from Potosi grade and high schools; attended Michigan State College
2 years. From 1930-33 manager of dairy products company in Omaha,
Neb. From 1933-40 engaged in farming. World War II veteran, having
served in anti-aircraft branch of armed forces. Member of assembly
1947-53. During 1949, 1951, 1953 sessions chairman Assembly Committee
on Conservation, member Assembly Committee on Taxation, Committee
on Rules. In 1955 member Senate Committee on Agriculture and Con-
servation. Elected to senate 1954; re-elected 1958. In 1957 and 1959
elected Republican floor leader. Home Address: Platteville.

17th senatorial district: Grant, Green, Iowa, Lafayette Counties.

WALTER G. HOLLANDER (Rep.) born Sept. 8, 1896 in Fond du Lac.
Graduated Omro High School. Active farmer for 31 years on farm
which has been the Hollander homestead since 1887. Presently operat-
ing insurance agency. First elected to town office in 1929. Served as
chairman of Town of Springvale and member of Fond du Lac County
Board since 1938; chairman of county board since 1953. In 1959 elected
president of Wis. County Boards Assn. Has been an active officer in
government farm programs, co-operative organizations and agricultural
committees. Elected to senate in 1956. Member Committees on Agri-
culture, Governmental and Veterans Affairs, Committee to Visit State
Institutions. Member State Building Commission. Home Address: Route
1, Rosendale.

18th senatorial district: Fond du Lac, Green Lake and Waushara
Counties.
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DRAHEIM HUIBREGTSE STALBAUM
19th District 20th District 21st District

WILLIAM A. DRAHEIM (Rep.) born Neenah Dec. 15, 1898. Graduated
Neenah elementary and high schools; attended Lawrence College for 2
vears. Occupations: mill worker, statistician-accountant, production
planner. Formerly sporting goods dealer. Former member Winnebago
County board. Member Rotary Club, American Legion, Veterans of
Foreign Wars. 40 years of military service in U.S. army, organized re-
serve and Wisconsin National Guard. Now U.S. army colonel, retired.
Elected to senate 1950; re-elected 1954 and 1958. Home Address: 116%
W. Wisconsin Ave., Neenah.

19th senatorial district: Calumet and Winnebago Counties.

HAROLD F. HUIBREGTSE (Rep.) born Aug. 20, 1907, town of Lima,
Sheboygan County. Educated Hingham Grade School; Memorial Academy
at Cedar Grove, Wis. Vice president of a securities company; also a
securities dealer. Formerly salesman and automobile dealer 1929-48.
Farm owner since 1944. Member Sheboygan Falls Board of Education
for 7 years. Member Sheboygan Kiwanis Club; director of a mutual
fire insurance co. Served in assembly 1955 and 1957. Member Joint
Committee on Finance and 1957 Governor’s Retirement Study Commission.
Elected to senate 1958 to fill vacancy caused by death of Sen. Prange.
Home Address: 315 Elm St., Sheboygan Falls.

20th senatorial district: Ozaukee, Sheboygan Counties.

LYNN E. STALBAUM (Dem.) born Waterford, May 15, 1920. Educated
Racine County rural schools, Racine County School of Agriculture.
Since 1951 secretary-treasurer of a milk producers co-op assn. Employed
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Racine County 1936-44; was administrative
officer for federal farm programs for that county from 1939-44; ter-
minated employment when he joined the navy in 1944. World War II
veteran, U.S. navy destroyer, in South Pacific; discharged as 1st class
petty officer 1946. Has been active in community affairs. Former
commander Waterford American Legion; charter member Wind Lake
Veterans of Foreign Wars; member, Kiwanis Club of Greater Racine;
chairman Democratic Senate Caucus, 1957 and 1959 sessions. Elected
to senate 1954; re-elected 1958. Appointed by Gov. Nelson to Citizens
Advisory Committee on Tax Impact, 1959. Home Address: 904 Mont-
clair Drive, Racine.

21st senatorial district: Racine County.
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L

TRINKE CAMERON CLARK
22nd District 23rd District 24th District

WILLIAM F. TRINKE (Rep.) born on farm in Wisconsin Jan. 25,
1897. Orphaned, he left school at 6th grade, and worked as farm hand,
construction laborer, building trades worker, realtor, lawyer and
builder. In 1931 entered University of Wisconsin as an adult special,
and achieved the record of going from 6th grade to a bachelor’s degree
in 4 years. In 1937, at age 40, graduated from University of Wisconsin
Law School. Served as president of Walworth County Bar Association
and state commander of American Legion, 1945-46. World War I vet-
eran, having served in France 32nd (Red Arrow) Division. Nominated to
fill vacancy caused by death of Senator Shearer on Oct. 8, 1948. This
is his 3rd term in the senate. Home Address: Lake Geneva.

22nd senatorial district: Kenosha, Walworth Counties.

HOWARD W. CAMERON (Dem.) born Chippewa Falls, Apr. 3, 1915.
Educated rural school and McDonell Memorial High School, Chippewa
Falls; B.E. Superior State College 1941; LL.B. University of Wis. 1945.
Since 1946 practicing attorney; formerly a teacher. President Rice Lake
Chamber of Commerce 1958; chairman local Red Cross 1947-51; member
American, Washington State and Wis. Bar Assns.; member Wis. State
Historical Society; member Nat'l Assn. of Claimant’s Compensation At-
torneys. Elected to senate 1958. Business Address: 1021 N. Main St.,
Rice Lake.

23rd senatorial district: Barron, Burnett, Polk, Rusk, Sawyer, Wash-
burn Counties.

WILLIAM WALTER CLARK (Rep.) born Plum City July 7, 1885.
Graduated Plum City graded school, Ellsworth High School, River
Falls Teachers College, attended TUniversity of Wisconsin. Taught
number of years in country school, high school and Wood County Agri-
cultural School; served as county agricultural agent. Farmer. Has
acted as town chairman of town of Hansen and chairman of Wood
County Board. Chairman of Committee on Education 1945, 1947, 1949,
1951. Member of Legislative Council 1949, 1951, 1953, 1955, 1957 and
chairman of Education Committee of Legislative Council, 1949, 1951,
1955, 1957. Elected to assembly in 1920, and re-elected 1938, 1942, 1944,
1946, 1948, 1950. Elected to senate 1952; re-elected 1956. Member Senate
Committee on Education and Public Welfare 1953; chairman 1955, 1957,
1959. Home Address: Route 1, Vesper.

24th senatorial district: Clark, Portage, Wood Counties.
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Ak
LAURI WILKIE MILLER
25th District 26th District 27th District

CARL E. LAURI (Dem.) born Jan. 16, 1924 at Superior. Graduated
Superior Central High School 1941; B.S. economics and English, Wis-
consin State College at Superior Jan. 1954, Formerly railroad clerk;
presently in an advertising agency. World War II veteran, U.S. navy
1942-1946, flying in Pacific Theater; decorated air medal with 4 gold
stars in lieu of additional air medals; Distinguished Flying Cross;
Pacific-Theater ribbon with 4 battle stars; Philippine Liberation Medal.
Member Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Loyal
Order of Moose, Junior Chamber of Commerce, and various northern
Wis. conservation clubs. Elected to senate 1954; re-elected 1958. Home
Address: 2710 N. 22nd St., Superior.

25th senatorial district: Ashland, Bayfield, Douglas Counties.

HORACE W. WILKIE (Dem.) born Jan. 9, 1917 in Madison. Educated
Madison public schools; B.A. TUniversity of Wisconsin 1938; LL.B.
George Washington TUniversity, Wash. D.C. 1944. Graduate work in
public administration University of Minnesota, American TUniversity,
National Institute of Public Affairs. For 3 years administrative analyst
U.S. Bureau of Budget; administrative consultant to U.S. State Dept.
1949. Practicing attorney since 1944, Member and chairman Madison
Housing Authority 1945-50; member National Assn. of Housing and
Redevelopment Officials, Mayor’'s Committee on Madison Metropolitan
Development, American Society for Public Administration, local, state
and national bar assns. Awarded Outstanding Young Man Award for
Civic Service in Madison 1947. World War Il veteran; in coast guard
1942-45. Elected to senate 1956. Home Address: 3810 Council Crest,
Madison.

26th senatorial district: City of Madison except 21st ward.

JESS MILLER (Rep.) born 1884 in town of Eagle, Richmond County.
Educated in public schools and is farmer and auctioneer by occupa-
tion. Has held a number of public offices: chairman of town of Eagle,
chairman of county highway committee, county mediation board and
county Republican committee. Elected to senate in 1938; re-elected
1942, 1946, 1950, 1954, 1958. Home Address: Richland Center.

27th senatorial district: Columbia, Crawford, Richland, Sauk Counties.
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DONNELLY DEAN LaFAVE
28th District 29th District 30th District

DAVIS A. DONNELLY (Dem.) born Mar. 9, 1927 in Augusta, Wis.;
son of Rev. and Mrs. W. J. Donnelly. Graduated Augusta elementary and
high schools; B.S. degree Wis. State College, Eau Claire; LL.B. Univ.
of Wis. Law School 1957. Practicing attorney in Eau Claire. Previous
occupations include commercial fisherman in Alaska, machinist, sales-
man, messenger Wis. Assembly 1955. Volunteered in World War II and
Korean War in U.S. navy; European and Pacific theatres. Elected to
senate 1956 while a senior at Univ. of Wis. Law School. Member 1959
Senate Committee on Judiciary; Citizens’ Advisory Committee on Tax
Impact, 1959; state and local bar assns. Business Address: 131 S. Bar-
stow St., Eau Claire.

28th senatorial district: Chippewa, Eau Claire Counties.

ROBERT W. DEAN (Dem.) born July 20, 1923 at Tomahawk. Educat-
ed St. Mary’s School, Tomahawk; Tomahawk High School; LL.B. Univ.
of Wis. 1950. Presently practicing attorney. Formerly grocery clerk,
construction worker, paper mill employe, newspaper advertising sales-
man and associate in district attorney’s office. U.S. army air force 1943-
46. Attorney for Alma Center and Taylor 1950-52. Past commander local
VFW. Admitted to practice before U.S. Treasury Dept. Member coun-
ty, state and Amer. bar assns.; County Committee for Physically Handi-
capped; American Legion; Knights of Columbus; Elks; Moose; Eagles;
Lions Club and Civiec Club; Wausau Taxpayers’ League; Chamber of
Commerce and Jr. Chamber of Commerce. Elected to senate 1958. Home
Address: 601 Johnson St., Rothschild.

29th senatorial district: Marathon, Shawano Counties.

REUBEN LA FAVE (Rep.) born at Oconto. Member of county board
4 terms. Chairman Sportsmen’s Congress; president Northeastern Wis.
Conservation Council and Northeastern Wis. Bayshore Trap League;
member of Yacht Club, Kiwanis Club, Wisconsin Service Assn. and
various civic organizations. In 1953 received Milwaukee Sentinel award
for outstanding achievement in conservation field. During World War
II chief petty officer in auxiliary coast guard. Served 3 terms in assem-
bly, chairman Assembly Conservation Committee and member Legis-
lative Council 1955-56. Ilected to senate 1956. Chairman Legislative
Council Committee on Conservation and vice chairman Menominee
Indian Study Committee 1957-59. Member 1959-60 Committees on Con-
servation, and Governmental and Veterans’ Affairs and Joint Survey
Committee on Retirement Systems. Home Address: 636 Brazeau Ave.,
Oconto.

30th senatorial district: Florence, FForest, Langlade, Marinette, Oconto
Counties.
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LEVERICH BICE DEMPSEY
31st District 32nd District 33rd District

JAMES EARL LEVERICH (Rep.) born on farm in town of Angelo,
Monroe County; still resides there. Graduate of Sparta High School,
Madison College, University of Wisconsin College of Agriculture. Is
a dairy farmer, fruit grower and farm co-op leader; served as school
clerk, town clerk, town chairman, member of Monroe County Board.
For many years vice president and director of a bank; president of 2
co-op creamery assns. and a cooperative livestock shipping assn. Was
agricultural member of State Board of Vocational and Adult Educa-
tion as well as member of various state-wide dairy and other agricul-
tural committees. Organized the anti-oleo demonstration at Madison
in 1931 which resulted in elimination of oleo in Wisconsin. Elected
to senate in 1934, 1942, 1946, 1950, 1954, 1958. Home Address: Route
1, Sparta.

31st senatorial district: Adams, Juneau, Marquette, Monroe, Vernon
Counties.

RAYMOND C. BICE (Rep.) born La Crosse Apr. 5, 1896. Educated
La Crosse elementary and high schools and TUniversity of Wisconsin
Extension Division. Presently engaged in retail lumber business. Public
and civic activities include president La Crosse Vocational Adult School
Board, vice chairman board of trustees of Oak TForest Sanatorium,
member of numerous other civic organizations. Has been member and
officer La Crosse County Board, chairman county park commission,
president La Crosse County Chamber of Commerce and La Crosse Busi-
nessmen’s Club. Overseas with army in World War I. Author Wis.
present speed limit law. Served 4 terms in assembly; elected to senate
April 7, 1953. Re-elected 1956. In 1957 received award for outstand-
ing civic duty in La Crosse. Home Address: 2406 State St., La Crosse.

32nd senatorial district: Jackson, La Crosse, Trempealeau Counties.

CHESTER E. DEMPSEY (Rep.) born Merton, Waukesha County, July
20, 1896. Owns and operates modern dairy farm of 300 acres which has
been homestead of Dempsey family since early pioneer days. Educated
in county schools and has always been a close student of farming and
farm problems. Was a member of Waukesha County Board and has
held various school and township offices. Elected to senate in 1934,
1946, 1950, 1954, 1958. Home Address: Route 1, Hartland.

33rd senatorial district: Jefferson and Waukesha Counties.
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LARSEN DAMON
Chief Clerk Sergeant at Arms

LAWRENCE R. LARSEN born Racine Mar. 23, 1897. Educated in
elementary and high schools of that city. Served in World War I with
Headquarters Company at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. Elected chief clerk
of senate in 1935 and unanimously re-elected in each succeeding session
through 1945. In 1955, 1957, 1959 again unanimously elected chief clerk
of senate. Member of 1951, 1953 assembly. Home Address: 1028 Russet
St., Racine.

HAROLD E. DAMON born at Edgerton, Minnesota, Oct. 8, 1885. In
1888 came to Wisconsin where he has since resided. After graduation
from high school attended Wausau Business College. At present en-
gaged in insurance business. His public offices include alderman and
supervisor, deputy sheriff and deputy clerk of court. In 1943 served as
assistant sergeant at arms; in 1944 as acting sergeant at arms. Since
1945 has held the office of sergeant at arms of the senate. Home Address:
926 Washington St.,, Wausau.
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TREMAIN BARA

BE MIREAU
Adams, Juneau, Ashland, Bayfield Barron
Marquette

BEN TREMAIN (Rep.) born Feb. 25, 1888 in Monroe County. Gradu-
ated elementary and Mauston High Schools. Engaged in retail business
for 26 years; now retired. Owner and manager of 2 farms. Member
school board 1925-40; village president 1925-40; member county board
1925-56. Assemblyman 1931, 1947-53, 1957, 1959. Home Address: Hustler.

ROBERT F. BARABE (Dem.) born at Mellen June 14, 1917. Educated
Mellen elementary and high schools. Merchant for past 15 years. World
‘War II veteran, overseas armored division 1942-46. Alderman and mayor
of Mellen 1947-58; county board member 1947-49. Member American
Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars. Elected to assembly 1958. Home
Address: Mellen.

GEORGE MIREAU (Dem.) born Sept. 6, 1888 in town of Doyle, Barron
County. Graduated from rural school. Since 1920 engaged in farming.
Town chairman, 1935-58; county board member 1935-58; chairman county
board 1945-47. For over 15 years president of board of directors of a
butter and cheese co. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: Route
1, Rice Lake.
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QUINN DEERING VANDERPERREN
Brown, 1st Brown, 2nd Brown, 3rd

JEROME QUINN (Rep.) born Green Bay May 23, 1910. Graduated
grade and high schools; attended University of Wisconsin. Merchant
and real estate operator. Former alderman of Green Bay; former su-
pervisor Brown County; former member of Green Bay Board of Educa-
tion. Member of Elks, Green Bay Assn. of Commerce. Elected to assem-
bly 1954; re-elected 1956, 1958. Member Assembly Highway Committee
and Committee on Municipalities in 1957; member Legislative Council’s
Committee on Highways 1957-59. Member Committee on Commerce and
Manufactures 1959 and Committee on Municipalities 1959. Member G.O.P.
Assembly Policy Committee 1959 and G.O.P. Assembly Platform Com-
mittee 1959. Home Address: 912 Howard St.,, Green Bay.

Brown County, 1st district: 3rd, 6th, 13th-24th wards city of Green Bay.

A. A, DEERING (Rep.) born in 1888 in Shawano County. Educated
in elementary and high schools. Presently retired; formerly a bus driv-
er. Undersheriff 1929. President of union 15 years; member city indus-
trial development authority; vice president community chest for 5
years; Red Cross worker. Legislative representative Green Bay Labor
Council. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: 1254 Crooks St.,
Green Bay.

Brown County, 2nd district: Towns of Allouez, Preble; 1st, 2nd, 4th,
5th, Tth-12th wards, city of Green Bay.

CLETUS J. VANDERPERREN (Dem.) born Mar. 4, 1912 in town of
Pittsfield. Attended elementary school. Owner and operator of a farm.
County board member; served on its agricultural, reforestation and
conservation committee; roadside zoning and planning committee;
safety committee; and war memorial and arena committee; chairman
8 years and supervisor 4 years town of Pittsfield; treasurer tri-county
fire dept. Member Farm Bureau 18 years; president local dairy herd
improvement co-op. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: Route 5,
Green Bay.

Brown County, 3rd district: All towns, cities and villages in the
county except towns of Allouez and Preble, and the city of Green Bay.
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ROHL DUEHOLM HIPKE
Buffalo, Pepin, Pierce Burnett, Polk Calumet

EDWIN C. ROHL (Dem.) born July 15, 1908 in town of Troy, St.
Croix County. Raised and educated in St. Croix County. Since 1932
operated own farm. Member Pierce Valley School Board 1943-53; active
member Farmers’ Union 1952-58. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Ad-
dress: R. 1, Prescott.

HARVEY L. DUEHOLM (Dem.) born Jan. 29, 1910 in Bone Lake Town-
ship, Wis. Graduated grade and attended high school. A dairy farmer.
Town chairman since 1945; county board chairman 1957-59. Elected to
assembly 1958. Home Address: Luck.

GILBERT J. HIPKE (Rep.) born July 12, 1898 at New Holstein. Grad-
uated elementary and high schools; B.S. in agriculture Univ. of Wis. 1921.
Since 1921 a food processor and farmer. Alderman 1930-34; county board
supervisor 1934-58; serving 12th year as chairman of county board’s
finance committee; clerk New Holstein board of education 1943-58. Past
commander local American Legion post; past president Wis. Canners’
Assn.; past president Wis. Horticultural Society and Wis. Apple Insti-
tute; director Nat’l Canners’ Assn.; organizer and chairman county civil
defense in World War II. World War I veteran. Elected to assembly
1958. Business Address: Park and Broadway, New Holstein.
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DORR NIKOLAY BIDWELL
Chippewa Clark Columbia

CLIFFORD E. DORR (Dem.) born Aug. 11, 1920 in New Auburn.
Educated Chippewa Falls grade and high schools. Sheriff 1955-58; police
officer 1946-54. Veteran World War II, with service in U.S. army 1940-
45. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: 820 Wilson St., Chippewa
Iralls.

FRANK L. NIKOLAY (Dem.) born Sept. 1, 1922 in town of Day,
Marathon County. Graduated Abbotsford schools; LL.B. Univ. of Wis.
1948. Practicing attorney since 1948. TU.S. Attorney, western dist. Wis.
1952-54; district counsel OPS, Green Bay, 1951; village attorney, Abbots-
ford, 1949-50, 1954 to date; city attorney, Colby, 1958 to date: county
supervisor 1949-50, 1957-58; Clark County asst. district attorney 1955-56.
In army 1940-41; navy 1943-46. 32nd Div. National Guard member 1938-
40, 1948 to date; presently asst. judge advocate general. Since 1957
member Clark County Welfare Bd. Member Democratic State Adminis-
trative Committee since Oct. 1957. On Assembly Chief Clerk’s staff 1943,
Elected to assembly 1958. Business Address: Abbotsford.

EVERETT V. BIDWELL (Rep.) born Houston, Minn. Oct. 22, 1899.
Attended Minnesota rural schools and University of Minnesota. Formerly
a farmer, ice cream manufacturer and salesman; now engaged in manu-
facture of ice cream and vice president of bank. Supervisor Columbia
County Board for 10 years; former director Portage Chamber of Com-
merce and State Assn. of Ice Cream Manufacturers. Serving 4th term
in assembly. Member Committees on Public Welfare and State Affairs
1955 and 1957. Business Address: 210 W. Edgewater St., Portage.
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COSGROVE HENRY RISSER
Crawford, Richland Dane, 1st Dane, 2nd

FRANK J. COSGROVE (Dem.) born Oct. 22, 1914 at Viola. Graduated
elementary and high schools. Since 1950 insurance agent; previously
a farmer. Town supervisor 1940-42. Supervisor Viola soil conserva-
tion district; former director and president Richland Center Chamber
of Commerce; president local Kiwanis Club, 1957. Elected to assembly
1958. Home Address: 514 N. Central Ave., Richland Center.

GLENN L. HENRY (Dem.) born Aug. 25, 1921 in Tomah. Graduated
Madison grade and high schools; B.A. Univ. of Wis. 1942; LL.B. Univ.
of Wis. 1947. Practicing attorney since 1953. Dane County assistant dis-
trict attorney 1947-50, 1952-53; Madison alderman 1956-58. World War
II veteran; U.S. navy 1942-46, 1950-52. Elected to assembly 1958. Busi-
ness Address: 2805 E. Washington Ave., Madison.

Dane County, 1st district: 6th, 7th, 12th, 15th-18th wards, city of Madi-
son.

FRED A. RISSER (Dem.) born Madison May 5, 1927. Educated Madi-
son public schools, Carleton College, University of Wisconsin. B.A. and
LL.B. University of Oregon. Practicing attorney. Member of the Oregon
and Wisconsin Bar Associations. World War II veteran. Elected to
assembly 1956, re-elected 1958. Member Taxation Committee 1956; As-
sembly chairman Joint Committee on Finance 1959; vice chairman Com-
mittee on Rules 1959. Member State Building Commission and Emer-
gency Board 1958-59. Business Address: 109 W. Main St., Madison.

Dane County, 2nd district: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 8th, 9th, 14th wards,
city of Madison.
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CATES BLASKA O’'MALLEY
Dane, 3rd Dane, 4th Dane, 5th

RICHARD L. CATES (Dem.) born New York City Nov. 22, 1925. Grad-
uated grade and high schools; B.A., Dartmouth College; L.L.B. Univ.
of Wis. 1951. Practicing attorney since 1951. Deputy Dane County dis-
trict attorney July 1957-July 1959. World War II veteran, U.S. Marine
Corps 1943-45, 1951-52. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: 5401
Hammersley Road, Madison.

Dane County, 3rd district: 5th, 10th, 11th, 13th, 19th, 20th wards,
city of Madison.

JEROME L. BLASKA (Dem.) born July 4, 1919 at Sun Prairie. Edu-
cated elementary and high schools. Presently a farmer. Field man-
ager for a canning company 1939-42. Member school board 8 years;
clerk school board 1950 to date; ACS committeeman; member various
farm organizations; member volunteer fire department 10 years; mem-
ber Veterans of Foreign Wars and American Legion. World War II
veteran, 1942-46. Elected special election Apr. 7, 1959 to fill vacancy
caused by resignation of Carl Thompson. Home Address: Rt. 2, Sun
Prairie.

Dane County, 4th district: Towns of Albion, Blooming Grove, Bris-
tol, Burke, Christiana, Cottage Grove, Deerfield, Dunkirk, Dunn, Me-
dina, Pleasant Springs, Rutland, Sun Prairie, Windsor, York; villages
of Cambridge, Cottage Grove, Deerfield, DeForest, McFarland, Marshall,
Monona, Rockdale, Sun Prairie; city of Stoughton.

DAVID D. OMALLEY (Dem.) born Nov. 12, 1912 at Waunakee. Grad-
uated local elementary and high schools; attended University of Wis-
consin 1936-38. A lifetime farmer. Village supervisor 1957-59; coun-
ty board member; local PMA chairman 1940-50; vice president Wauna-
kee civiec club; chairman Dane County Probation Committee; secre-
tary county civil defense committee; delegate Madison Welfare Coun-
cil. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: 315 W. Main St.,, Wauna-
kee.

Dane County, 5th district: Towns of Black Earth, Berry, Blue Mounds,
Cross Plains, Dane, Fitchburg, Madison, Mazomanie, Middleton, Mont-
rose, Oregon, Perry, Primrose, Roxbury, Springdale, Springfield, Ver-
mont, Verona, Vienna, Westport; villages of Black Earth, Blue Mounds,
Cross Plains, Dane, Maple Bluff, Mazomanie, Middleton, Mt. Horeb, Ore-
gon, Shorewood Hills, Verona, Waunakee, and the parts of villages of
Belleville and Brooklyn in Dane County; 21st ward city of Madison.
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GENZMER NITSCHKE GRAASS
Dodge, 1st Dodge, 2nd Door, Kewaunee

ELMER L. GENZMER (Rep.) born Jan. 3, 1903 Mayville. Attended
Milwaukee State Teachers College; Marquette Law School 1923-24.
President Mayville Metal Workers Union since Jan. 1, 1957. Justice
of peace, Mayville, 1930-42. Mayor of Mayville 1942-56. Serving 13th
consecutive term in assembly since 1935. “Has heard all the questions,
listened to all the answers (has, in fact, contributed many of the latter
himself). Yet keeps an interest as each session revives debate on what-
ever is yet unsettled. No longer bothers about minor bills that agitate
his colleagues, unless his irrepressible sense of humor moves him to
slay an especially obtuse newcomer. Never calculates on which side of
an issue lie the most votes.” Member Committee on Taxation. Home
Address: 435 N. Main St.,, Mayville.

Dodge County, 1st district: see 1958 Blue Book, page 39.

ELMER C. NITSCHKE (Rep.) born Burnett May 20, 1911. Educated
in elementary and high schools of Dodge County. Is a real estate brok-
er and insurance agent. Was school board director and deputy sheriff;
member of Lions Club, Elks Club, and Dodge County Insurance Agents’
Assn., This is his 6th term. Home Address: 208 Hamilton St., Beaver
Dam.

Dodge County, 2nd district: Towns of Beaver Dam, Burnett, Calamus,
Chester, Elba, Fox Lake, Lowell, Oak Grove, Portland, Trenton, West-
ford; villages of Lowell, Reeseville, and east ward of Randolph; cities
of Beaver Dam, Fox Lake, Juneau, and 1st-4th wards of city of Waupun.

FRANK N. GRAASS (Rep.) born Sturgeon Bay Aug. 19, 1885. Gradu-
ated Sturgeon Bay High School 1905. Entered forest seed business.
Was director of a fruit growers co-operative. Served 2 terms as presi-
dent Door County Chamber of Commerce; 12 years as legislative coun-
sel for state conservation organizations; was among sponsors of the
basic state conservation laws. Served on advisory board of Wiscon-
sin Conservation Commission 4 years, secretary of Commission on In-
terstate Cooperation; member Council of State Governments board of
managers; chairman Great Lakes Fisheries Committee; member Great
Lakes Area Council. Was Governor Goodland’s legislative and finan-
cial secretary over 4 years; served in Executive Office under Gover-
nor Rennebohm. Member of assembly 1917-19, 1935-41; re-elected in
1950, 1952, 1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address: Sturgeon Bay.
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PERALA CHRISTOPHERSON LUND
Douglas, 1st Douglas, 2nd Dunn

REINO A. PERALA (Dem.) born Maple, Wisconsin Aug. 28, 1915. At-
tended Corner School at Maple, Wisconsin School for Blind, Superior
State College, University of Wisconsin 1938-43, LL.B. 1943. Practicing
attorney; operator of a hotel in Superior; justice of peace. Elected to
assembly 1952; re-elected 1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address: 1706 Broad-
way St., Superior.

Douglas County, 1st district: 4th-16th wards, city of Superior.

FRANK W. CHRISTOPHERSON, JR. (Dem.) born May 24, 1927 in
Superior. Educated St. Francis Grade School, Superior East High School,
Superior State College. Since 1945 a locomotive fireman. County super-
visor 1956 to date; vice chairman county board 1957 to date. World
War II veteran; army air corps. Elected to assembly 1958, Home Ad-
dress: 2414 E. 6th St., Superior.

Douglas County, 2nd district: Towns of Amnicon, Bennett, Brule,
Cloverland, Dairyland, Gordon, Hawthorne, Highland, Lakeside, Maple,
Oakland, Parkland, Solon Springs, Summit, Superior, Wascott; villages
of Lake Nebagamon, Oliver, Poplar, Solon Springs, Superior; 1st, 2nd, 3rd,
17th, 18th, 19th, 20th wards, city of Superior.

EINER PETER LUND (Dem.) born in Sweden in 1903. Educated Wis,
elementary and high schools; Ph.B. Carroll College. Proprietor clothing
store; formerly history teacher, track and football coach. Member
local school board 1956 to date; director local chamber of commerce
1957-58; area representative Eau Claire State College; member Rotary.
Elected to assembly 1958. Business Address: 606 Broadway, Menomonie.
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GOETHEL PRITCHARD GRAY
Eau Claire, 1st Eau Claire, 2nd Florence, Forest,
Langlade

KARL J. GOETHEL (Dem.) born Apr, 7, 1930 in Eau Claire. Grad-
uated Eau Claire elementary and high schools; B.A. Econ. Notre Dame
1952; LIL.B. Notre Dame 1957. Practicing attorney since 1957. Korean
War veteran, in army 1953-55. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address:
603 2nd Ave., Eau Claire.

Eau Claire County, 1st district: 1st-3rd, 5th-10th, 13th wards, city of
Eau Claire.

JOHN T. PRITCHARD (Dem.) born Dec. 20, 1884 in Caernarvon, Wales;
received his early education there. In 1905 came to America. Studied
in the College of Agriculture at the University of Wisconsin for 2 years.
Since then he has engaged in farming, moving to Eau Claire County in
1913. In 1943 selected by the Eau Claire chapter of Future Farmers to
receive the certificate of recognition at the Wisconsin State Fair. This
award was made to him for outstanding accomplishments as a farmer
in contributing to the education and training of rural youth in agricul-
ture. Has held various public offices and for 12 years was a member of
the county board and chairman of its finance and resolution committees.
Serving 13th term in the assembly. Member Committees on Agriculture,
Commerce and Manufactures, and Committee to Visit State Institutions.
Home Address: Route 28, Eau Claire.

Eau Claire, 2nd district: All towns and villages of county; cities of
Altoona, Augusta; and 4th, 11th, 12th, 14th, 15th wards city of Eau Claire.

JOHN R. GRAY (Dem.) born May 14, 1925 in Bryant, Wis. Attended
Langlade County schools. Sheriff Langlade Co. 1955-59; Antigo police
patrolman 1952-55; railroad fireman 1946-52. Served in army 1942-46.
President Wis. Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Assn. Elected to assembly
1958. Home Address: 307 Virginia St., Antigo.
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McESSY SCHLUETER HARPER
Fond du Lac, 1st Fond du Lac, 2nd Grant

EARL F. McESSY (Rep.) born Feb. 12, 1913 in Fond du Lac. Graduat-
ed Fond du Lac High School; B.S. Marquette University, 1939. Born
on farm: worked as factory laborer. Formerly purchasing agent, traffic
officer, undersheriff; presently in real estate and insurance business.
Chairman Red Cross chapter 1957-58; president local P.T.A. 1953-55; vice
president Central Council of Education 1953-55; Chairman EIlk’s youth
activity committee 1958-59. Lieutenant in navy 1942-46, with South
Pacific amphibious forces; 7 battle stars, 3 citations. Elected to as-
sembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address: 361 Forest Ave., Fond
du Lac.

Fond du Lac County, 1st district: Town of Fond du Lac; village of
North Fond du Lac; city of Fond du Lac.

FRED W. SCHLUETER (Rep.) Educated public schools; attended
insurance short courses, University of Wisconsin. General insurance
agent. Clerk Town of Ripon since 1928. Member board of directors
mutual fire insurance co. 1936; president 1942-49; secretary since 1949.
Member Ripon Rotary Club. Serving 3rd term in legislature. Member
Assembly Committees on Agriculture and Taxation 1955 and 1957. Mem-
ber 1959 Assembly Committee on Agriculture. Home Address: P.0. Box
32, Ripon.

Fond du Lac County, 2nd district: Towns of Alto, Ashford, Auburn,
Byron, Calumet, Eden, Eldorado, Empire, Forest, Friendship, Lamartine,
Marshfield, Metomen, Oakfield, Osceola, Ripon, Rosendale, Springvale,
Taycheedah, Waupun; villages of Brandon, Campbellsport, Eden, Fair-
water, Oakfield, Rosendale, St. Cloud; city of Ripon, and 5th, 6th
wards city of Waupun.

HUGH HARPER (Rep.) born Dec. 24, 1885. Attended Lancaster ele-
mentary schools, Madison Central High School; B.A. University of
Wisconsin; attended U.W. agricultural courses. Active in athletics in
university, serving 3 years on basketball team. Selected by the Helm’s
Athletic Foundation in 1908 as one of the top 10 college basketball
players. For 6 years with Company F, 3rd Wisconsin Regiment and
member of its 1910 A.A.U. champion basketball team. Retired farmer.
Has served as school board member, town chairman, president Wis.
County Board’s Assn. Former officer American Society of Equity,
Grant County Farm Bureau; former president Wis. Farm Bureau and
director Amer. Farm Bureau Fed. Re-elected in 1958 to 9th term in
assembly. Home Address: 1016 W. Maple St.,, Lancaster.
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STAUFFER JAHNKE CALVERT
Green Green Lake, Waushara Iowa, Lafayette

CHRIST M. STAUFFER (Rep.) birth date May 25, 1896. Born and
raised on farm in Monticello; farmed with brother as partner until 1918.
Attended elementary school, 2 years high school. Blacksmith, horse
shoer, welder 1919-56. Now semiretired. Village president 1935-51;
fire chief 1928-48; president grade and high school boards of education
1930-43; on selective service board 2 years; Green County school com-
mittee 2 years; vice president League of Wisconsin Municipalities 3
years; president businessmen’s club. Active in civie, church and fra-
ternal organizations. Past commander local American Legion. World
War I veteran, 7th Battalion Headquarters 1918-19. Elected to assembly
1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address: Monticello.

FRANKLIN JAHNKE (Rep.) born Apr. 20, 1900 in Town of Marquette.
Educated Green Lake County public schools. Lifetime farmer; owns
general dairy farm producing Grade ‘“A” milk; raises purebred hogs;
member dairy herd improvement assn. Town assessor 1932; town chair-
man since 1933; county board supervisor since 1933 and chairman 1944-59.
President Grand River Rural Fire District; member Kiwanis Club. Mem-
ber State Banking Review Board 1937-43; president Wis. Assn. of Soil
Conservation District Supervisors 1954-56; formerly vice president and
director of a co-operative assn. Member Legislative Council’s 1957-58
Committee on Water Resources. Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected
1958. Home Address: Route 3, Markesan.

WALTER B. CALVERT (Rep.) born Dec. 23, 1904 at Benton. Educated
Benton public schools and University of Wisconsin; B.S. Whitewater
State College. Commercial teacher 1926-37; engaged in farming since
1937; high school principal 1944-45. Public offices include town chair-
man, county supervisor, chairman county board 1951-57. Member Lions
Club 27 years; past president Sturgeon Bay and Benton Lions Clubs.
Elected to assembly 1954; re-elected 1956 and 1958. Home Address:
Benton.
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ALFONSI HARDIE WACKETT
Iron, Oneida, Vilas Jackson, Trempealeau Jefferson

PAUL R. ALFONSI (Rep.) born Feb. 13, 1908 in Pence, Wis. Educated
public schools, Whitewater State College, Univ. of Wis. For past 2 years
engaged in insurance and accounting business. Business education teach-
er in high school 1927-33; supervising principal Minocqua schools 1948-
55. Town chairman 1935-43; assemblyman 1933-41; speaker of assembly
1937; assembly floor leader, Progressive Party, 1935 and 1939. In U.S.
army 1943-46. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: Minocqua.

KEITH HARDIE (Dem.) born town of Franklin in Jackson County
May 16, 1910. Educated in Wilson Creek School, North Bend, Wisconsin.
Born on farm, engaged in farming until 1933; then a carpenter and en-
gaged in trucking. Presently operates a garage and service station at
Franklin, where he resides. Member school board 1942-45. Elected to
assembly 1952; re-elected 1954, 1956, and 1958. Elected assistant Demo-
cratic floor leader 1957; elected majority floor leader 1959. Home Address:
Route 1, Taylor.

BYRON F. WACKETT (Rep.) born Mar. 21, 1912 at Randolph. At-
tended Randolph public schools. Former salesman, now a service sta-
tion operator. Mayor of Watertown 1946-49. Chairman Watertown
Chapter Red Cross 1950-52. Former president State Association of Pe-
troleum Retailers. Elected to assembly 1952; re-elected 1954, 1956, 1958.
Home Address: 601 Washington St., Watertown.
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MOLINARO MORTON PETERSON, J.
Kenosha, 1st Kenosha, 2nd La Crosse, 1st

GEORGE MOLINARO (Dem.) born Oct. 1, 1902 Kenosha. Educated
Kenosha public schools and Kenosha Business College. Employed as
an auto worker. 1939-47 served continuously as member of county board.
Director and life member Kenosha County Fair Assn. Member of Leg-
islative Council, 1951-58 and in 1951-52 a member of its Committee on
the State Budget. Member Joint Committee on Finance 1951-57; As-
sembly Committee on Rules 1955, 1957. This is his 7Tth term in the as-
sembly. In 1959 elected speaker. In 1951, 1953 Democratic floor leader.
Home Address: 422 - 44th St., Kenosha.

Kenosha County, 1st district: 1st-3rd, 7th-13th, 16th, 17th wards city
of Kenosha.

EARL DAVID MORTON (Rep.) born Nov. 28, 1918 in Kenosha where
he attended the public schools. Carroll College A.B. 1949; LL.B. Mar-
quette University 1951. Chemical analyst in laundry 1939-40; machine
tool inspector 1937-39; now practicing attorney. Assistant district at-
torney 1954; city councilman 1955-57. Served in infantry 1940-45. Elected
to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address: 4102 Wilson Road,
Kenosha.

Kenosha County, 2nd district: Towns of Brighton, Bristol, Paris,
Pleasant Prairie, Randall, Salem, Somers, Wheatland; villages of Silver
Lake, Twin Lakes; 4th-6th, 14th, 15th, 18th wards city of Kenosha.

JAMES D. H. PETERSON (Rep.) born La Crosse Aug. 7, 1894. Educat-
ed La Crosse public schools, La Crosse State College, University of Wis-
consin, Washington and Lee University. Practicing attorney since 1925.
Assemblyman 1925-26; re-elected in 1954, 1956, 1958. World War I vet-
eran having served in army 1917-19. Home Address: 326 N. 8th St, La
Crosse.

La Crosse County, 1st district: 1st-Tth, 9th-16th, 19th, 20th wards, city
of La Crosse.
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MULDER HINZ VOGEL
La Crosse, 2nd Lincoln Manitowoc, 1st

LELAND E. MULDER (Dem.) born at La Crosse June 9, 1925. Educat-
ed Union Mills Grade School, Mindoro High School, agricultural short
course Univ. of Wis, La Crosse State College. Presently engaged in
farming. Vice chairman Democratic Party 1955, 1957; Democratic pre-
cinct committeeman 1954-55. President La Crosse Co. Farmers’ Union
1957-58. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: R.R. 2, Holmen.

La Crosse County, 2nd district: old 8th, old 17th, old 18th, old 21st
wards, city of La Crosse, and entire county outside city of La Crosse.

EMIL A, HINZ (Rep.) born Feb. 21, 1889 town of Proviso, Illinois.
Educated parochial school in that state. 1914-17 a wheat farmer in
Saskatchewan; since 1919 engaged in farming. Was secretary of co-
operative cheese factory 21 years. Public offices include town treasurer;
town chairman; county board member 19 years, chairman 8 years. World
War I veteran. This is his Tth term in the assembly. Home Address:
Route 3, Merrill.

HUGO E. VOGEL (Dem.) born Aug. 29, 1888 in town of Newton.
Educated parochial and public schools Manitowoc County. Barber
for more than one-half century; retired January 1, 1958. Circuit court
clerk 1919-20; member Barbers Examining Board of State Board of
Health 1936-50; county board member 16 years, 1939-55; chairman and
secretary county finance committee for 10 years; also served on other
county board committees. Elected to assembly 1954; re-elected 1956 and
again in 1958. Home Address: 1409 S. 12th St.,, Manitowoc.

Manitowoc County, 1st district: Towns of Manitowoe, Manitowoc Ra-
pids, Newton; city of Manitowoc.
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SCHMEICHEL RIEHLE LUEDTKE
Manitowoc, 2nd Marathon, 1st Marathon, 2nd

EWALD J. SCHMEICHEL (Rep.) born at Two Rivers Dec. 22, 1889.
Graduate Two Rivers High School 1909; B.E. Oshkosh State College
1931; attended Stout Institute, University of Wisconsin. Taught schools
in Hayward, Winter, Manitowoc, 1912-19; and Two Rivers 1921-56. Em-
ployment manager for a manufacturing company 1919-21. Retired.
Member Two Rivers Board of Education 1919-21. Past president and
current secretary Two Rivers Lions Club; past president Two Rivers
Red Cross; past president Manitowoc County HEaster Seal Society.
Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address: 1723 - 28th
St., Two Rivers.

Manitowoc County, 2nd district: Remainder of Manitowoc County.

BEN RIEHLE (Dem.) born May 15, 1897, Town of Rietbrock. Com-
pleted 8th grade. Dairy farmer all his life. Father started first farmers’
creamery in community in which he lived in 1906. Connected with milk
plants practically all his life; served 8 years as president of milk plant
with annual volume of 30 million pounds of milk. Presently vice presi-
dent of a cheese producers’ cooperative; vice president cooperative stor-
age co.; secy. cooperative livestock shipping assn.; board member of union
cooperative. School treasurer 1925-40; county supervisor 1941-42; chair-
man P.M.A. 1936-39. World War I veteran; served in motor transport
Aug. 1918-Mar. 1919. Serving 3rd term in legislature. Home Address:
Route 3, Athens.

Marathon County, 1lst district: That part of Marathon County not
listed in 2nd district.

PAUL A. LUEDTKE (Rep.) born Wausau Aug. 24, 1888. Educated
elementary and parochial schools; commercial business course. Com-
pleted apprenticeship as decorator and wood finisher; worked 8 years
in this field. When 28 went into business for himself. Since then has
operated a paint and wallpaper, decorating and wood finishing business
employing a crew of men. Has held a number of public offices: presi-
dent city council; alderman and supervisor; chairman city equalization
and tax board; chairman county board; member county highway com-
mittee, county traffic committee, county board of health, county park
board. Honorary member Veterans of Foreign Wars. 9th term in the
assembly. Home Address: 118 Second Ave. 8., Wausau.

Marathon County, 2nd district: Towns of Maine, Ringle, Texas, Wau-
sau, Weston; villages of Brokaw, Rothschild; cities of Schofield, Wausau.
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HAASE MERZ SUSSMAN
Marinette Milwaukee, 1st Milwaukee, 2nd

ROBERT D. HAASE (Rep.) born May 10, 1923, in Marinette. Graduat-
ed Marinette public schools. LL.B. University of Wisconsin Law School
1951. Practicing attorney since 1951. Past commander Marinette Ameri-
can Legion Post; member 40 and 8, Kiwanis, Elks, Amvets, U.S. Air
Force 1942-46. Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Elected Re-
publican caucus chairman in 1959 session. Home Address: 1221 Main
St., Marinette.

LOUIS L. MERZ (Dem.) born in Milwaukee July 20, 1908. Educated
St. Boniface and Holy Angels Schools, Milwaukee and Milwaukee Voca-
tional School; attended college 1928-30 specializing in industrial man-
agement; personnel administration. Occupations: owns building supplies
business; real estate and sales broker; sales representative; formerly
president and general manager wood and plastic fabricating plant. Mem-
ber Milwaukee Zoning Board of Appeals 10 yrs.; Holy Name Society;
“We Remember Battalion” of Amvets; International Assn. of Machinists;
Eagles; Public Enterprise Committee; Society for Preservation and En-
couragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing; American Arbitration
Assn. Served in U.S. naval reserve. Member Legislative Council’s Com-
mittee on Mental Health and Youth, 1957-59. Elected to assembly 1956;
re-elected 1958. Home Address: 5373 N. 13th St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 1st district: 1st ward, city of Milwaulkee.

NORMAN SUSSMAN (Dem.) born in Philadelphia, May 26, 1905. Grad-
uated Milwaukee elementary and high schools: attended school of en-
gineering one year. A grocer and assistant supervisor of natatorium,
city of Milwaukee. Active in many civic and fraternal affairs. Chairman
board of Independent Neighborhood Grocers Assn.; member Milwaukee
Government Service League and City of Milwaukee Civil Defense and
Disaster Committees. Member Building Service Employees Union Lo-
cal 17; member Northwest Old Time Settlers of Milwaukee. Formerly
business representative Amer. Fed. of State, County, Municipal Employes
Local 2. Member 2nd Dist. Dem. unit; delegate Milwaukee County Dem.
Council; delegate Dem. State Conventions. Elected to assembly 1956,
re-elected 1958. Home Address: 1232 W. Fond du Lac Ave., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 2nd district: 2nd ward, city of Milwaukee.
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GRECO SCHAEFFER TIMMERMAN
Milwaukee, 3rd Milwaukee, 4th Milwaukee, 5th

JOSEPH ANTHONY GRECO (Dem.) born Dec. 5, 1919 at Milwaukee.
Attended Andrew Jackson Grade School and Lincoln High School in
Milwaukee, Western State College. Graduated Lawrence College; Mar-
quette University Law School. Practicing attorney since 1951. World
War II veteran. Recalled as reservist 1950. Life member Disabled
American Veterans, American Legion, Elks Club, Loyal Order of Moose,
Eagles, Wisconsin and Milwaukee County Bar Associations, St. Rita’'s
Holy Name Society. Elected to assembly 1954; re-elected 1956 and 1958.
Home Address: 2429 E. Wyoming Place, Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 3rd district: 8rd ward, city of Milwaukee.

FRANK E. SCHAEFFER, JR. (Dem.) born Feb. 1, 1905, Milwaukee.
Graduate of Gesu Catholic School. 1920-23 took drafting and machine
shop courses at Milwaukee Vocational School. 1928-40 painting con-
tractor. Building superintendent for 20 years. Presently employed by
a Milwaukee brewing company. Served as vice president Building Ser-
vice Union, AFL Local # 150-B; and delegate to Federated Trade Coun-
cil. Now member local Brewery Worker’s Union. Public offices include:
vice president Red Arrow Park 4th of July Committee; member Civilian
Defense Council; Red Cross. Member Legislative’s Committees on labor
and management and state budget and taxation. Member Wis. Demo-
cratic Legislator’s Council and its policy and steering and labor com-
mittees; chairman of its veteran’s affairs committee. Delegate to state
Democratic conventions 1938, 1944-52, 1958. Serving 6th term in legisla-
ture. Home Address: 1623 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 4th district: 4th ward city of Milwaukee.

LAWRENCE W. TIMMERMAN (Rep.) born June 1, 1910 at Milwaukee.
Educated Milwaukee parochial grade schools, Marquette TUniversity
High School, LL.B. Marquette University. Attorney. Formerly employed
as factory and office worker. Member Milwaukee and American Bar
Assns., the State Bar of Wis.; American Judicature Society. Serving
third term in assembly. Home Address: 2402 N. 56th St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 5th district: 5th ward, city of Milwaukee.
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COGGS FLANNIGAN TALSKY
Milwaukee, 6th Milwaukee, Tth Milwaukee, 8th

ISAAC N. COGGS (Dem.) born Muskogee, Okla. June 5, 1920. Grad-
uated University of Wisconsin 1948, B.S. degree. Employed in manu-
facturing plant 1946; U.S. Post Office 1948-49. Accountant. President
Near Northside Businessmen’s Assn.; member Y.M.C.A. board of man-
agement; American Legion; Disabled American Veterans; Amvets; Elks;
Masonic Lodge. World War II veteran. Author of many civil rights
bills; sponsored 1957 legislation that put enforcement powers in Fair
Employment Practices Act. In previous sessions served on Transporta-
tion, Education and Elections Committees. Now chairman Public Wel-
fare Committee; the first Negro to serve as chairman of a legislative
committee. Member Veterans and Military Affairs Committee, 1959.
Elected to assembly 1952, re-elected 1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address:
928 W. Meinecke Ave., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 6th district: 6th ward, city of Milwaukee.

ALLEN J. FLANNIGAN (Dem.) born June 9, 1909, Princeton, Ind. Edu-
cated in public elementary and high schools, completed special courses
at University of Wisconsin. Presently employed as a tool-grinder and
member of United Steelworkers of America (AFL-CIO) Local 1114. Form-
erly telegraph office manager until 1942, when enlisted in the U.S. Army,
serving 32 months overseas. Active in civic affairs and a board member
of Neighborhood House, a Milwaukee Red Feather agency. Elected to
assembly in first try for public office in 1956, re-elected in 1958. Elected
assistant majority floor-leader 1959; appointed chairman of Committee
on Labor; member of Committee on Insurance and Banking 1959. Home
Address: 2605 W. Auer Ave., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 7Tth district: Tth ward, city of Milwaukee.

GEORGE J. TALSKY (Dem.) born June 19, 1899 in Milwaukee. Father,
Anton Talsky, was a pioneer baker on Milwaukee’s South Side. Attended
St. Lawrence Catholic School, Old 18 Avenue Public School, South Divi-
sion High and Trade School. Painter and decorator contractor for over
25 years. Former member C.I.O. Actively interested in politics and
civic affairs. Serving 3rd term in the legislature. Member 1957 Com-
mittees on Public Welfare and Revision. Chairman 1959 Committee on
Engrossed Bills; member Committees on Excise and Fees, and Veterans’
and Military Affairs. Ex officio Wisconsin assembly photographer pur-
suant to Res. 29, A,, 1957 and Res. 11, A,, 1959. Home Address: 2617 W.
Scott St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 8th district: 8th ward of city of Milwaukee.
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KELLY RYCZEK
Milwaukee, 9th Milwaukee, 10th Milwaukee, 11th

SCHMIDT

CHARLES J. SCHMIDT (Dem.) born Milwaukee Mar. 20, 1907. Grad-
uated St. Anthony’s parochial school; South Division High School. At-
tended University of Wisconsin evening courses. At present real estate
and insurance agent. Formerly interior decorator; inspector Wis. In-
dustrial Commission; auditor and investigator U.S. Dept. of Labor. In
Wis. State Guard during World War II. Delegate 9th ward Democratic
unit; secretary-treasurer joint policy committee, Democratic Legisla-
tors’ Council. Member 9th ward Citizens League; Northwest Lions Club;
McGovern Park Fourth of July Commission; Milwaukee Bd. of Real-
tors: Natl. Assn. Real Estate Bds.; Milwaukee Assn. of Insurance Agents;
Knights of Columbus; Holy Name Society; Eagles. Chairman State
Affairs Committee, 1959; member Insurance and Banking Committee,
1959. Assistant Democratic floor leader 1953. Elected to assembly 1948,
1950, 1952, 1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address: 4046 N. 48th St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 9th district: 9th ward, city of Milwaukee.

PATRICK H. KELLY (Dem.) born June 13, 1890 in Chicago. Educat-
ed in Cassville, Wis. elementary and high schools. Since 1953 general
contractor. Previous occupations: carpenter; foreman in auto plant;
superintendent and principal of Minneapolis mechanical school; private
detective; cabinetmaker. Member 10th ward Democratic Unit. Member
Eagles Club; local draft board 1938. Elected to assembly 1958. Home
Address: 940 N. 21st St.,, Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 10th district: 10th ward, city of Milwaukee.

ERVIN JOHN RYCZEK (Dem.) born Milwaukee Sept. 20, 1909. At-
tended St. Adalbert’s Parochial School, South Division High School, grad-
uated Marquette High School in 1928. In 1938 student Spencerian Busi-
ness College in Milwaukee. Since 1930 assistant funeral director. Mem-
ber Polish American Citizen Club; Roman Catholic Union; Catholic Order
of Foresters; Polish Assn. of America; Polish National Alliance; Cen-
tury Club; Federation Group; Holy Name Society; South Division Civic
Association; 01d Duffers’ Club; Milwaukeeans Club; Blessed Sacrament
and St. Joseph’s Orphanage Athletic Associations; Covered Bar Social
Club; St. Alexander’s Athletic Club; 11th ward Democratic Party. Had
held no public office until his election to assembly in 1940. Re-elected
consecutively since 1942. Home Address: 3631 W. Ruskin St.,, Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 11th district: 11th ward, city of Milwaukee.
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SOKOLOWSKI LARSEN MOGILKA
Milwaukee, 12th Milwaukee, 13th Milwaukee, 14th

GEORGE SOKOLOWSKI (Dem.) born April 21, 1917 at South Mil-
waukee. Attended St. Stanislaus Grade School, Milwaukee; pioneer
graduate Notre Dame High School. Attended University of Wisconsin
Extension Division, Milwaukee; Milwaukee Vocational School. Machin-
ist for 18 years. Member USW-CIO, Local 4869; Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Sgt. Leslie T. Knutson Post; Catholic Order of Foresters; Mil-
waukee Society, Polish National Alliance; Polish-American Citizens
Club; South Slavic Benevolent Union ‘“‘Sloga, Lodge Bled No. 19”; South
Division Civic Assn.; St. Joseph’s Athletic Assn.; honorary member 1001
Fishing Club of Milwaukee. Member 12th ward Democratic Party.
In Wis. legislature served as 1959-60 chairman of Insurance and Banking
Committee; was member of 1959-60 Committee on Rules and 1959-60
Committee on Revision. Honorable discharge U.S. Navy in 1946. Elect-
ed to assembly 1950, 1952, 1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address: 1813 South
10th St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 12th district: 12th ward, city of Milwaukee.

MARTY LARSEN (Dem.) born May 9, 1905 at Oconto. Graduated Mil-
waukee elementary and high schools; B.E. Milwaukee State College.
Formerly school teacher, now a building manager. County supervisor
1940-56. In coast guard 1940-42. Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected
1958. Home Address: 937 W. Center St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 13th district: 13th ward, city of Milwaukee.

DAVID R. MOGILKA (Dem.) born June 30, 1915 in Milwaukee. Grad-
uate St. Josaphat Grade School, Bay View High School; LL.B. Marquette
University Law School 1941. Assistant Milwaukee city attorney since
1951. Formerly employed by TU.S. Veterans Administration, U.S. Dept.
of Internal Revenue, U.S. Bureau of Census. Member St. John Kanty’'s
Holy Name Society; 14th ward Democratic Unit; Milwaukee Century
Club; Wis. State Bar Assn.; American Legion, St. Augustine’s Society;
13th St. Advancement Assn.; Wilson Park Advancement Assn.; Govern-
ment Service League; Polish Roman Catholic Union of America; Knights
of Columbus. World War II veteran, overseas service in 6th Air Force.
His election to assembly in 1956 was his first attempt for public office.
Re-elected in 1958. Home Address: 2855 S. 13th St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 14th district: 14th ward, city of Milwaukee.
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SCHUELE DUFFEY PELLANT
Milwaukee, 15th Milwaukee, 16th Milwaukee, 17th

WILFRED SCHUELE (Dem.) born May 15, 1906 in Hales Corners.
Educated grade school; Boys’ Technical High School; night courses at
Marquette University. Sales representative for water softener manu-
facturer. Formerly business investment counselor; disbursement officer
RFC, War Assets Administration and U.S. Treasury Dept.; state WPA
administrator. Member Mil. County Council of Democrats; Eagles;
Woodmen of World. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: 3036 N.
84th St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 15th district: 15th ward, city of Milwaukee.

THOMAS J. DUFFEY (Dem.) born Milwaukee Dec. 26, 1927. Graduat-
ed St. Rose Graded School, Marquette University High School; Mar-
quette TUniversity Ph.B. 1950 and LL.B. Marquette TUniversity Law
School 1952. Engaged in private practice of law in Milwaukee. Mem-
ber numerous civic, fraternal and veterans’ organizations including Wis.
and Milwaukee Bar Assns.; Bagles; American Legion; Amvets. Elected
to assembly 1954; re-elected 1956 and 1958. Home Address: 210 N. 90th
St., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 16th district: 16th ward, city of Milwaukee.

HOWARD F. PELLANT (Dem.) born in Milwaukee July 23, 1911. At-
tended grade school, high school, vocational school. Former occupa-
tions include foundry employe, tavern proprietor, insurance agent, bakery
salesman, meat cutter, clerk. Presently international representative
U.AW.-A.F.L.-C.I1.O. Former member Milwaukee County Health and
Welfare Committee; chairman Milwaukee County Property Owners for
Public Housing Committee. Member Wisconsin committee on the Hoo-
ver commission for reorganization of the federal government. Member
of Eagles and Loyal Order of Moose. Elected to assembly 1952; re-elected
1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address: 3801 S. Kansas Ave., Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 17th district: 17th ward, city of Milwaukee.
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CURLEY LEONARD POMMERENING
Milwaukee, 18th Milwaukee, 19th Milwaukee, 20th

ROBERT M. CURLEY (Dem.) born Nov. 23, 1922 in Milwaukee. Grad-
uated grade and high schools; attended Notre Dame University; LL.B.
Marquette University. Since 1948 practicing attorney. Past national
commander U.S. Navy Club; president East Side Businessmen’s Assn.
Member Marquette Univ. and Notre Dame Alumni Assns.; St. Casimir’s
Civic Club; Elks; Eagles; American, Wis. and Mil. Bar Assns. U.S. navy
1942-46; presently in naval reserve. Elected to assembly 1958. Home
Address: 3495 N. Maryland Ave. Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 18th district: 18th ward, city of Milwaukee.

JERRIS G. LEONARD (Rep.) born Jan. 17, 1931 at Chicago. Grad-
uated St. Elizabeth’s School, Rufus King High School; B.S. in BA 1952,
Marquette University College of Business Administration; LL.B. Mar-
quette University Law School 1955. Practicing attorney. Member Mil-
waukee Junior, Wisconsin and American Bar Assn. Elected to assembly
1956, re-elected 1958. Elected assistant Republican floor leader, 1959.
Home Address: 9420 N. Sleepy Hollow Road, Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 19th district: Villages of Bayside, Brown Deer,
Fox Point, River Hills, Shorewood, Whitefish Bay; city of Glendale
and 20th ward, city of Milwaukee.

GLEN E. POMMERENING (Rep.) born Milwaukee Sept. 12, 1927. Edu-
cated in Wauwatosa grade and high schools; B.S. and LL.B. University
of Wisconsin. Practicing attorney since June 1953. Elected to assem-
bly in 1954; re-elected in 1956 and 1958. Member Assembly Taxation
Committee, 1959 and Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, 1959.
Chairman Republican Voluntary Assembly Campaign Committee, 1958.
On board of directors Wis. 4-H Club Foundation and Milwaukee Rescue
Mission. Home Address: 2338 N. 88th St., Wauwatosa.

Milwaukee County, 20th district: 1st-6th wards, city of Wauwatosa.
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COLLINS HUBER LUEBKE
Milwaukee, 21st Milwaukee, 22nd Milwaukee, 23rd

ROBERT A. COLLINS (Dem.) born Nov. 4, 1924 in Milwaukee. Grad-
uated St. Anthony’s Grade School; Solomon Juneau High School; at-
tended Lawrence College; Ph.B. Marquette University 1949; LL.B. Mar-
quette Law School 1951. Practicing attorney since 1951. Served in army
World War II. Member numerous civic, fraternal and veterans’ organiza-
tions, including Wis. and Milwaukee Bar Assns.; Eagles; American Le-
gion. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: 10402 W. Hillside Ave.,
Wauwatosa.

Milwaukee County, 21st district: 7th, 8th wards, city of Wauwatosa;
3rd ward, city of West Allis.

ROBERT T. HUBER (Dem.) born Eckelson, N.D. Aug. 29, 1920. Grad-
uated West Allis Central High School; became auto parts and service
salesman. 1944-48 contractor, is a merchandising salesman. Member of
Knights of Columbus and Holy Name Society. Prior to election to as-
sembly in 1948 had held no public office. Elected to assembly 1948, 1950,
1952, 1954, 1956, 1958. In 1951 Democratic assistant floor leader; floor
leader 1955, 1957. Elected speaker pro tem 1959, the first person to hold
this position. Home Address: 2217 S. 84th St., West Allis.

Milwaukee County, 22nd district: village of West Milwaukee; 1st, 2nd,
4th wards, city of West Allis.

WILLIAM LUEBKE (Dem.) born Apr. 28, 1906 in Milwaukee. Educat-
ed in elementary and vocational schools; high school at night; home
study courses; University of Wisconsin summer session; School for
Workers in Industry. Woolen mill superintendent and construction work-
er. Elected to assembly 1940, 1942, 1954, 1956, 1958. Home Address:
2835 S. 84th St., West Allis.

Milwaukee County, 23rd district: Villages of Greendale, Hales Cor-
ners; cities of Franklin, Greenfield, Oak Creek; 5th ward, city of West
Allis.
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SOBOCINSKI KENYON BAUMGART
Milwaukee, 24th Monroe Oconto

SHERMAN R. SOBOCINSKI (Dem.) born in Cudahy Jan. 12, 1927. At-
tended Holy Family Grade School and St. Francis Minor Seminary. Form-
erly assistant field manager; hydraulic lift operator and shipping clerk.
Member International Assn. of Machinists; Polish National Alliance;
Polish Assn. of America; Polish Legion of American Veterans; Holy
Name Society. U.S. Navy 1943-45. Chairman 1959 Committee on Elections;
member 3 committees: Highways, Excise and Fees, Insurance and Bank-
ing. Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address: 1807 Mis-
souri Ave., South Milwaukee.

Milwaukee County, 24th district: 19th ward, city of Milwaukee; cities
of Cudahy, St. Francis, South Milwaukee.

KYLE KENYON (Rep.) born Mar., 22, 1924 at Wyeville. Graduated
rural elementary and Tomah High School; LL.B. University of Wisconsin
Law School 1952. Monroe County veterans service officer. Practicing
attorney since 1952. World War II veteran, in army 1943-46. Elected
to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Member Committee on Veterans’ and
Military Affairs, 1959. Business Address: 1007% Superior Ave., Tomah.

LLOYD R. BAUMGART (Rep.) born Green Bay Jan. 29, 1908. Grad-
uated Powers High School, Powers, Mich.; attended Green Bay vocational
school. Formerly owner and operator large dairy farm, painting con-
tractor, owner and operator dinner club. Presently, president of a carrier
mfg. co., owner of hardware store, auctioneer, master plumber, registered
pump installer. Public offices: village trustee 1948-49; county board
chairman 1952-58; village supervisor 1949-58; village president 1949-54.
President Lena Civic Club 1949-51; vice president Businessmen’s Assn,,
1954, 1958. Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address:
Lena.
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PRIEBE SULLIVAN GRADY
Outagamie, 1st Outagamie, 2nd Ozaukee

KENNETH E. PRIEBE (Rep.) born Dec. 10, 1912 at Black Creek. Grad-
uated Appleton elementary and high schools; attended Actual Business
College, Appleton. Insurance agent since 1937; previously mill worker.
Alderman 1943-59. Past president city council; member zoning committee
of Industrial Development Corporation; president South Side Athletic
Club; member Outagamie Conservation Club; member United Commer-
cial Travelers; secretary Appleton Insurance Board. Elected to assembly
1958. Home Address: 1206 S. Ritger St., Appleton.

Outagamie County, 1st district: Towns of Center, Grand Chute; city
of Appleton.

WILLIAM T. SULLIVAN (Rep.) born Oconto Apr. 6, 1894. Graduated
Oconto High School; attended University of Wisconsin; B.E. Oshkosh
State College; graduate work at Lawrence College. Since 1927 director
Kaukauna School of Vocational and Adult Education. High school
teacher, 1915-27. Retired school administrator; now operating certified
tree farm. World War I and World War II veteran: served in navy
Apr.-Dec. 1918; lieutenant commander in navy 1943-45. Member Ameri-
can Legion, Forty et Eight, Elks, Knights of Columbus. Elected to as-
sembly 1954; re-elected 1956 and 1958. Member Legislative Council’s
Committee on Education 1955-56, and chairman of its Advisory Committee
on Local Library Services. Served on Assembly Committees on Conser-
vation and Highways, 1957. Home Address: 184 W. Wisconsin Ave.,
Kaukauna.

Outagamie County, 2nd district: Towns of Black Creek, Bovina,
Buchanan, Cicero, Dale, Deer Creek, Ellington, Freedom, Greenville,
Hortonia, Kaukauna, Liberty, Main, Maple Creek, Oneida, Osborne, Sey-
mour, Vandenbroek; villages of Bear Creek, Black Creek, Combined
Locks, Hortonville, Kimberly, Little Chute, Shiocton; cities of Kaukauna,
Seymour; 3rd ward, city of New London.

WARREN A. GRADY (Rep.) born Port Washington Mar. 3, 1924, Edu-
cated Port Washington public schools, Northwestern University, B.S.;
University of Wisconsin, LL.B. Practicing attorney since 1950. Serving
4th consecutive term in assembly. Republican floor leader 1957. Busi-
ness Address: 114 E. Main St.,, Port Washington.
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KOSTUCK WARGA WARREN
Portage Price, Taylor Racine, 1st

JOHN T. KOSTUCK (Dem.) born Stevens Point Oct. 7, 1892. Leaving
school at end of 3rd grade, he worked on a farm. At age of 14 when
assisting in blasting stone, met with accident which made him blind.
Entered Wisconsin State School for the Blind and after 10 years grad-
uated from high school department in 1918. Then attended University of
Wisconsin, specializing in political science and economics. Taught 3
yvears in high school department of School for the Blind at Staunton,
Virginia; then entered piano business at Stevens Point. Salesman and
piano tuner. In 1958 named Wisconsin Handicapped Man of the Year,
by the Governor’'s Committee on the Employment of the Physically
Handicapped. Serving 15th consecutive term in assembly. Home Address:
130 Algoma St., Stevens Point.

ANDREW F. WARGA (Dem.) born Feb., 12, 1919 at Thayer, Ill. Grad-
uated elementary school. Since 1946 in garage and farm implement busi-
ness; formerly a farmer. Served in army March 1941-Dec. 1, 1945. Mem-
ber American Legion; Veterans of Foreign Wars; V.F.W. Firing Squad;
Phillips Rod and Gun Club; Phillips Chamber of Commerce; charter
member and former commander Phillips V.F.W. Elected to assembly 1958.
Home Address: Route 3, Phillips.

EARL WARREN (Dem.) born Feb. 25, 1902 at Hurley. Educated in
Hurley public schools, graduated Lincoln High School in Hurley. County
supervisor 1948-55. For past 22 years employed as assembler by a radia-
tor co. Previously operated own business. Serving 3rd term in the leg-
islature. Home Address: 2809 Virginia St.,, Racine.

Racine County, 1st district: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 10th, 11th wards and
the 2nd precinct of the 14th ward, city of Racine.
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NALEID HANSEN MERRIAM
Racine, 2nd Racine, 3rd Rock, 1st

ROY E. NALEID (Dem.) born Racine Nov. 12, 1901. Educated Racine
elementary and high schools; business course, night classes, Marquette
University. Employed by farm implement company since 1935. Vice
chairman Racine County Board; county board member 16 years; mem-
ber Racine County highway committee 10 years. Elected to assembly
1954; re-elected 1956, 1958. Chairman Committee on Third Reading;
vice chairman Committee on Highways; vice chairman Committee on
State Affairs. Home Address: 2400 W, High St.,, Racine.

Racine County, 2nd district: 5th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 12th, 13th, 15th wards,
and 1st precinct of 14th ward, city of Racine.

JOHN R. HANSEN (Dem.) born Aug. 28, 1917 in town of Raymond.
Educated elementary and high schools. Engaged in farming since 1939.
Member Raymond School Board 1940-45, town board 1945-58, and county
board 1951-58; director of county fair 1950-58. Elected to assembly 1958.
Home Address: R. 1, Box 41, Franksville.

Racine County, 3rd district: Towns of Burlington, Caledonia, Dover,
Mt. Pleasant, Norway, Raymond, Rochester, Waterford, Yorkville; vil-
lages of North Bay, Rochester, Sturtevant, Union Grove, Waterford, Wind
Point; city of Burlington.

WILLIAM R. MERRIAM (Rep.) born Delavan Sept. 28, 1894. Educated
Walworth County rural school, Wisconsin Rapids High School; B.S.
Iowa State College. Farm manager 1919-27; farmer 1927-58. Member
Farm Bureau 1927-56 and a director for 4 years; treasurer Wis. Lay-
men’s Conference 1955-56; president Janesville Rotary Club 1951-52;
member Rock County Selective Service Board 1949-56; director Janesville
Chamber of Commerce 1948-52; chairman Wis. Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Committee 1953-56. Took good will farm tour to
Russia in 1958. World War I veteran; quartermaster and officers train-
ing. Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address: Route
1, Janesville.

Rock County, 1st district: Towns of Bradford, Clinton, Harmony,
Johnstown, La Prairie, Lima; village of Clinton; city of Janesville.
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BLANCHARD BELTING HUTNIK
Rock, 2nd Rock, 3rd Rusk, Sawyer,
‘Washburn

DAVID J. BLANCHARD (Rep.) born Edgerton Jan. 5, 1921. Educated
Edgerton grade school and graduated Edgerton High School 1938; B.A.
in 1942 and LL.B. University of Wisconsin in 1943. Practicing attorney.
Active member of civic, church and conservation organizations. Elected
to assembly in 1954; re-elected 1956 and 1958. In 1959 elected Republican
floor leader. Business Address: 11 N, Main St., Edgerton.

Rock County, 2nd district: Towns of Avon, Beloit, Center, Fulton,
Janesville, Milton, Magnolia, Newark, Plymouth, Porter, Rock, Spring
Valley, Union; villages of Footville, Milton, Milton Junction, Orfordville;
cities of Edgerton, Evansville.

GEORGE B. BELTING (Rep.) born De Soto, Wis. July 15, 1914, LL.B.
University of Wis. Law School. In college, senior class officer and
president Men’s Dormitory Assn. Former instructor University of Wis.
Practicing attorney. County board member 3 terms. Civic activities:
Izaak Walton League; American Legion; past president of Beloit Histori-
cal Society; Elks; member Kiwanis; member state and local bar asso-
ciations. Director Better Business Bureau. Former assistant scoutmas-
ter. U.S. navy in amphibious landing forces Pacific; legal officer after
hostilities. Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address:
925 Bushnell St., Beloit.

Rock County, 3rd District: Town of Turtle; city of Beloit.

WILLIS J. HUTNIK (Rep.) born March 23, 1915, town of Elk, Price
County. Attended Deer Creek School, Phillips High School, Price Coun-
ty Normal, Central State Teachers College, University of Wisconsin.
Owner of school and office supplies business in Ladysmith; former
teacher and principal. Formerly personnel manager Camp Grant, Ill.;
village trustee, village of Tony; former secretary-treasurer Rusk Coun-
ty Conservation Club; chairman, Rusk County Conservation Congress;
executive councilor northwest district Wis. Conservation Congress;
member Ladysmith Chamber of Commerce; past president Price County
Education Assn., leader 4-H Club work. Member G.O.P. Policy Committee.
4th term in assembly. Chairman of Education Committee in 1955 Legis-
lature. Member 1957 Committees on Education and Highways; vice
chairman Legislative Council’s Committee on Education 1955-56 and its
Committee on Highways 1956-57; member Public Welfare and Veterans’
Affairs Committees 1959. Home Address: Tony.
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WARD TERRY ABRAHAMSON
St. Croix Sauk Shawano

WILLIAM W. WARD (Dem.) born Aug. 8, 1903 in St. Croix County.
Graduated Star Prairie elementary school and Minneapolis high school;
LL.B. University of Minnesota Law School. Practicing attorney 18
years. Presently New Richmond city attorney. Past member school
board; member Knights of Columbus; member Wis. Bar Assn.; member
and past president Pierce, St. Croix County Bar Assn. Elected to as-
sembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home Address: New Richmond.

WALTER TERRY (Rep.) born Feb. 26, 1909 at Baraboo. Attended ru-
ral and Baraboo public schools; Baraboo High School; Ph.B. in com-
merce Notre Dame University 1932. Presently a farmer. Formerly field
auditor for State Dept. of Public Welfare. Vice president of a dairy
cooperative; secretary Southern Wis. Breeders Co-op. Elected to as-
sembly 1958. Home Address: Rt. 3, Baraboo.

THEODORE ABRAHAMSON (Rep.) born in Lyngdal, Norway June 24,
1900. Received early education in Norway and attended evening school
after coming to America. Dairy farmer for 15 years. Presently owner of
2 feed elevators; founder and owner of a pre-fab milkhouse company.
President Tigerton village now and for past 10 years; member county
board 1936-39; 1956-58; presently member finance and other county
board committees. President Tigerton hospital board; director of a
bank; active in Morris Farmers Club, county fair assn., and conser-
vation clubs. Elected to assembly 1958, Home Address: Tigerton.
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HILLEMANN IRELAND HAUGH
Sheboygan, 1st Sheboygan, 2nd Vernon

HENRY A. HILLEMANN (Dem.) born Nov. 25, 1928 in Sheboygan.
Graduated Sheboygan elementary and high schools; Univ. of Wis. Law
School 1953. Since 1955 practicing attorney. Former occupations: in-
structor in law, Lakeland College, 1955-56; employe Wis. Public Service
Commission 1953-54. Alderman 1957-59. Member Sheboygan Jaycees;
Wis. and Sheboygan Bar Assns. Elected to assembly 1958. Business Ad-
dress: 629-A N. 8th St., Sheboygan.

Sheboygan County, 1st district: City of Sheboygan.

WALTER J. F. IRELAND (Rep.) born at Kohler, June 15, 1923. Edu-
cated Kohler elementary and high schools; attended Marquette Uni-
versity. Insurance broker since 1946. World War II veteran, in air
force Dec. 1, 1942-Feb. 4, 1946. Member county board since 1951. Elect-
ed to assembly 1958, Home Address: 415 School St., Sheboygan.

Sheboygan County, 2nd district: All towns, cities and villages of
county except city of Sheboygan.

PAUL HAUGH (Dem.) born May 12, 1896 in town of Union, Vernon
County. Graduated rural elementary school. Farmer since 1920. Town
chairman 15 years; county board chairman 1956-57; clerk of school board
18 years. Director and secretary mutual fire insurance co. 27 years; sec-
retary cemetery assn. 38 years; member American Legion 35 years. In
World War I served overseas in ambulance corps. Elected to assembly
1958. Home Address: Hillsboro.
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RICE SCHOWALTER MATHEWS
Walworth Washington Waukesha, 1st

ORA R. RICE (Rep.) born Boscobel Sept. 16, 1885. Graduated Bosco-
bel High School; dental degree Northwestern University Dental College
in 1907. 1907-36 practiced dentistry in Delavan and since 1936 has de-
voted time to farming and legislative duties. Elective and appointive
offices include alderman of Delavan in 1916 and 1917 and mayor of city
1918-22. Chairman and member of State Centennial Committee. This
is his 12th term in the assembly. Elected Speaker 1951, 1953. For 6
sessions before he was Speaker, was chairman of Committee on Agricul-
ture, and also vice-chairman of Committee on Rules. Home Address:
Delavan.

ELMER J. SCHOWALTER (Rep.) born in town of Jackson Oct. 12,
1894. Born and raised on farm which has been owned by family since
1843. Educated elementary schools, University of Wisconsin farmer’s
short course. Owns a dairy farm with main income from dairying,
canning crops, seed grains and white clover seed. Operates licensed deer
farms; breeds and ships white tail deer for pets, forests or estates; fur-
nished deer to federal and state restocking projects since 1938. Has been
active in local church and community affairs; former school treas-
urer and town assessor. Elected to assembly 1954; re-elected 1956 and
1958. Home Address: Route 1, Jackson.

VINCENT R. MATHEWS (Dem.) born June 8, 1912 in Watertown.
Graduated Fort Atkinson grade and high schools; B.A. Carroll College
1934, Since 1951 an insurance agent; formerly employed in personnel
work for a department store. Alderman city of Waukesha 1947-51. In-
terested in various community projects such as Boy Scouts, YMCA, com-
munity chest. Elected to assembly 1958. Business Address: 305 South
St., Waukesha.

Waukesha County, 1st district: Towns of Eagle, Genesee, Mukwonago,
Muskego, New Berlin, Ottawa, Vernon, Waukesha; villages of Big Bend,
Dousman, Eagle, Mukwonago, North Prairie, Wales; city of Waukesha.
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CLEMENS PETERSON, R. ABRAHAM
Waukesha, 2nd Waupaca Winnebago, 1st

HAROLD W. CLEMENS (Rep.) born Oct. 21, 1918 in Milwaukee. Edu-
cated public schools Town of Oconomowoc and Milwaukee; Boy's Trade
and Technical High School, Milwaukee. A resident of the village of
Lac La Belle for 28 years. Tool making machinist 1939-44; printer 1939;
now operates with parents, boat livery, picnic area, swimming beach.
Village clerk since 1952; county supervisor since 1948; village health of-
ficer, building inspector, civil defense director; county U.S.0. chairman
1947. U.S. Navy 1944-46. Elected to assembly 1956; re-elected 1958. Home
Address: Route 2, Oconomowoc.

‘Waukesha County, 2nd district: Towns of Brookfield, Delafield, Lis-
bon, Menomonee, Merton, Oconomowoc, Pewaukee, Summit; villages of
Butler, Chenequa, Elm Grove, Hartland, Lannon, Lac La Belle, Menomo-
nee Falls, Merton, Pewaukee, Sussex; cities of Brookfield, Oconomowoc.

RICHARD E. PETERSON (Rep.) born July 17, 1920 in Waupaca, where
he attended elementary and high schools. Entered University of Wis-
consin 1938, interrupted education to enter service with Wis. National
Guard Oct. 16, 1940; discharged 61 months later. In 1949 graduated Uni-
versity of Wis. Law School. Engaged in practice of law in Waupaca,
Clintonville, Hortonville. Member American Legion and Veterans of
Foreign Wars. Member Judge Advocate General’s Staff of Wis. National
Guard. This is his 5th term in the legislature. Chairman Assembly Com-
mittee on Insurance and Banking 1957; member Assembly Committee on
Judiciary 1957. Member Judiciary Committee of Legislative Council 1954-
58; chairman of 1956 committee to study Veterans’ Home at King. Home
Address: Route 8, Box 17 A, Waupaca.

HARVEY R. ABRAHAM (Rep.) born Oshkosh Jan. 15, 1895. Edu-
cated public schools; graduated Oshkosh Business College. Served in
overseas combat duty 318 Engineers, 6th Division, World War I. Fol-
lowing honorable discharge became a partner in photo finishing busi-
ness. Then travelled for 2 large nationally known food manufacturers
until 1936. Since then has been a real estate salesman and broker. Past
commander local post No. 70 American Legion; past exalted ruler B.P.O.E.
No. 292. This is Tth term in legislature. Member Legislative Council and
its Committee on Conservation; member Judiciary Committee, 1959.
Assembly member State Natural Resources Committee. Home Address:
627 Ceape Ave. Oshkosh.

Winnebago County, 1st district: 1st-5th, 7th-12th, and 15th wards,
city of Oshkosh.
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SHURBERT CANE CRAWFORD
Winnebago, 2nd Winnebago, 3rd Wood, 1st

FLOYD E. SHURBERT (Rep.) born in Winnebago County Oct. 30, 1900.
Graduated public elementary and high schools; attended Oshkosh Busi-
ness College. Since 1945 retired. Formerly owner wholesale and retail
meat market and mink farm. County board member 1954-58. Active in
conservation groups. Elected to assembly 1958. Home Address: Route
4, Box 588, Oshkosh.

Winnebago County, 2nd district: All area not included in 1st and 3rd
districts.

ARNOLD J. CANE (Rep.) born Dec. 11, 1914, Ontonagon, Mich. At-
tended Ontonagon public schools. Ph.B. 1935 and LL.B. 1937 Marquette
Univ. Practicing attorney at Menasha since 1937. Justice of Peace
1941-49; member Menasha St. Mary’s School Bd. 1942-49; member Menasha
Bd. of Education (past president) 1950-54. Past pres. Kiwanis; past
advocate Knights of Columbus; member and past district chairman
Parent-Teachers Assn.; charter member and director North Winnebago
chapter Wis. Mental Health Assn.; member Elks, Bagles, Chamber of
Commerce, Neenah Club, Children’s Service Soc. of Wis. Active in civice
affairs and Amer., Wis. and Winnebago Co. Bar Assns.; past pres. Win-
nebago Co. Bar Assn. Serving 5th term in assembly. Home Address: 200
Lake St., Menasha.

Winnebago County, 3rd district: Towns of Menasha, Neenah; cities of
Menasha, Neenah.

JOHN S. CRAWFORD (Rep.) born Sept. 11, 1923, Homestead, Pa.
B.A. Pa. State Univ. 1948; M.A, and LL.B, Univ. of Wis. 1949-53. Master’s
thesis, Italian-American Labor Relations; 5,000 copies published by
A.F.L.; used in North Africa for anti-communist propaganda by U.S.
Information Service. Now practicing attorney. Army air force 1942-45;
P.O.W.-Evadee, Italy. Cited 12th Army Air Force for meritorious service
behind enemy lines in Northern Italy. In 1958 cited by Wis. D.AV.
for exceptional and meritorious conduct. Elected to assembly 1954,
1956, 1958. Member 1959-60 G.O.P. Policy Committee. Chairman 1955
Spec. Committee on Dairy Price Spread; chairman 1957 Committee on
Commerce and Manufactures which initiated legislative policy for Wis-
consin’s participation in St. Lawrence Seaway; member Committees on
Judiciary, and Labor and Conservation; member Legislative Council’s
Committee on Ports. Home Address: Silver Creek Farm, R.F.D. 3, Marsh-
field.

Wood County, 1st district: That part of Wood County not in 2nd dis-
trict.
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TREUTEL ANDERSON BROWNE
Wood, 2nd Chief Clerk Sergeant at Arms

ARTHUR H. TREUTEL (Dem.) born May 21, 1897 in Wausau. Edu-
cated Wausau public, parochial and high schools. Presently retired;
formerly operated life and general insurance agency. Chairman Wood
County Democratic statutory committee 1954, 1956; member Democratic
State Central Committee 1950, 1954, 1958; state chairman Wis. Kefauver
for President Club, 1956; delegate at large to Democratic National Con-
vention 1952, 1956. Until his election to assembly in 1958 had held no
public office. Home Address: 510 Fourth St., South, Wisconsin Rapids.

‘Wood County, 2nd district: Towns of Cranmoor, Dexter, Grand Rap-
ids, Hiles, Port Edwards, Remington, Saratoga, Seneca; villages of
Biron, Port Edwards; cities of Nekoosa, Wisconsin Rapids.

NORMAN C. ANDERSON born March 11, 1928 at Hammond, Indiana.
Educated Hammond elementary and high schools; B. S. University of
Wisconsin 1951; LL.B. University of Wisconsin Law School. Practicing
attorney since 1954. Acting coroner Dane Co. 1952-54, Member Madison
redevelopment authority. Army service 1946-47. Member of assembly
1957-58. Elected Assembly Chief Clerk 1959. Home Address: 3401 Dawes
St., Madison.

THOMAS H. BROWNE, born Eau Claire Jan. 24, 1920. Graduated St.
Joseph’s elementary and Waukesha high schools; studied commercial
subjects Waukesha vocational school. Formerly small businessman and
Waukesha police officer; presently salesman. Military service: U.S.A.
312th combat engineers E.T.O. 1943 to 1945. Member Veterans of Foreign
Wars, American Legion, Knights of Columbus, Boy Scouts. Democratic
candidate for sheriff in Waukesha County, 1958. Elected assembly ser-
geant at arms 1959. Home Address: 1100 Lindbergh Ave.,, Waukesha.
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Senators
Name District Name District
Bice, Raymond C. ......ccooeennnnnnne 32nd Laun, Alfred A., Jr. cocooiiiiiinnnnnns 1st
Brennan, James B. ... 5th  Lauri, Carl E. ........... 25th
Busby, Allen J. ..ccoviiiiiiiiiinninens 8th  Leverich, J. Earl .... 31st
Cameron, Howard W. ... ... 23rd Lorge, Gerald D. ... 14th
Carr, Peter P. ......... 15th Maier, Henry W. .ccocoviiiiiiiiiniins 9th
Clark, William W. 24th McParland, Leland S. ................ Tth
Dean, Robert W. .......... 29th  Miller, JeSs .cccvvivviviniiniiieniniinnnnns 27th
Dempsey, Chester E. .. 33rd Moser, William R. ........cc..eeiiiins 6th
Donnelly, Davis A. ...... 28th  O’Brien, Leo P. ........ 2nd
Draheim, William A. .. ... 19th Panzer, Frank E. ..... 13th
Hendee, Kirby ....ccocvviiiinniiiininnnns 4th  Stalbaum, Lynn E. ..... ... 21st
Hollander, Walter G. .. ... 18th Thompson, Carl W. .........ceeeens 16th
Huibregtse, Harold F. ... 2gt1& Travis, Robert S. .....coooeriienins 17th
Kendziorski, Casimir .................. T . c1s
Knowles, Robert P. .... 10th Tr.mlfe, William F. .....coooeniinnns 22nd
Krueger, Clifford W. .. ... 12th Wilkie, Horace W oriiiiieieens 26th
LaFave, Reuben .......ccccoeeviinennns 30th Zaborski, Richard J. ................ 11th
Assemblymen
Name District Name District

Abraham, Crawford, John S. ............ Wood, 1st

Harvey R. ............ Winnebago, 1st Curley, Robert M. .. Milwaukee, 18th
Abrahamson, Deering, Adolph A. ........ Brown, 2nd

Theodore ......covvvvevniinnnnns Shawano Door, Clifford E. .............. Chippewa
Alfonsi, Dueholm,

Paul R. .......... Iron, Oneida, Vilas Harvey L. ...cccoveinns Burnett, Polk
Barabe, Duffey,

Robert F. ........ Ashland, Bayfield Thomas J. ........ Milwaukee, 16th
Baumgart, Lloyd R. .............. Oconto Flannigan,
Belting, George B. ...... ... Rock, 3rd Allen J. ..ocovenvinnns Milwaukee, 7th
Bidwell, Everett V. .......... Columbia Genzmer, Elmer L. ..., Dodge, 1st
Blanchard, David J. ....... Rock, 2nd Goethel,
Blaska, Jerome L. ............ Dane, 4th Karl J. cooevvieeennns Eau Claire, 1st
Calvert, Walter B. .. Iowa, LaFayette Graass, Frank N. .... Door, Kewaunee
Cane, Arnold J. ...... Winnebago, 3rd Grady, Warren A. .............. Ozaukee
Cates, Richard L. ............ Dane, 3rd Gray, John R.
Christopherson, e Florence, Forest, Langlade

Frank W., Jr. ..ccouuee Douglas, 2nd  Greco,
Clemens, Joseph A. ............ Milwaukee, 3rd

Harold W. ............ Waukesha, 2nd Haase, Robert D. .............. Marinette
Coggs, Isaac N. ........ Milwaukee, 6th  Hansen, John R. ............ Racine, 3rd
Collins, Hardie, Keith C.

Robert A. .......... Milwaukee, 21st .ol Jackson, Trempealeau
Cosgrove, Harper, Hugh ....c.ccocovevininninnnnns Grant

Frank J. ........ Crawford, Richland Haugh, Paul ........c...iiiiinnies Vernon
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Name District
Henry, Glenn L. ................ Dane, 1st
Hillemann,

Henry A. .............. Sheboygan, 1st
Hinz, Emil A. ......ccccuunneneen. Lincoln
Hipke, Gilbert J. ................ Calumet
Huber,

Robert T. .......... Milwaukee, 22nd
Hutnik, Willis J.

............ Rusk, Sawyer, Washburn
Ireland,

Walter J. ............ Sheboygan, 2nd

Jahnke, Franklin M.
Green Lake, Waushara

Kelly,

Patrick H. ........ Milwaukee, 10th
Kenyon, Kyle .....cccoeevvunnnnnnnn. Monroe
Kostuck, John T. ................ Portage
Larsen, Marty ........ Milwaukee, 13th
Leonard,

Jerris G. ............ Milwaukee, 19th

Luebke, William ....
Luedtke, Paul A.

Milwaukee, 23rd
Marathon, 2nd

Lund, Einer P. ...cccceevveveeeennn.n. Dunn
Mathews,

Vincent R. ............ ‘Waukesha, 1st
McEssy,

Earl F'. ...ceeeennns Fond du Lac, 1st
Merriam, Wm. R. ............ Rock, 1st
Merz, Louis L. ........ Milwaukee, 1st
Mireau, George .................... Barron
Mogilka,

David R. ............ Milwaukee, 14th
Molinaro, George E. .... Kenosha, 1st
Morton, Earl D. .......... Kenosha, 2nd
Mulder,

Leland E. .............. La Crosse, 2nd
Naleid, Roy E. .............. Racine, 2nd
Nikolay, Frank L. .................... Clark
Nitschke, Elmer C. ........ Dodge, 2nd
O’Malley, David D. .......... Dane, 5th
Pellant,

Howard F. .......... Milwaukee, 17th
Perala, Reino A. .......... Douglas, 1st
Peterson,

James D. ...ccuuannnns La Crosse, 1st
Peterson, Richard E. ........ Waupaca
Pommerening,

Glen E. .............. Milwaukee, 20th

Name District
Priebe,

Kenneth E. .......... Outagamie, 1st
Pritchard,

John ...ccovevvennnnnns Eau Claire, 2nd
Quinn, Jerome F. ............ Brown, 1st
Rice, Ora R. ..ccoovvvevvnnnnnenen. Walworth
Riehle,

Bernard A. ..... . Marathon, 1st

Risser, Fred A. ................ Dane, 2nd
Rohl, Edwin C.

.................. Buffalo, Pepin, Pierce
Ryczek, Ervin J. .... Milwaukee, 11th
Schaeffer, Frank E., Jr.

.............................. Milwaukee, 4th
Schlueter,

Fred W. ............ Fond du Lac, 2nd
Schmeichel,

Ewald J. .............. Manitowoe, 2nd
Schmidt,

Charles J. ............ Milwaukee, 9th
Schowalter, Elmer J. .... Washington

Schuele, Wilfred .... Milwaukee, 15th
Shurbert,

Floyd E. ............ ‘Winnebago, 2nd
Sobocinski,

Sherman R. ........ Milwaukee, 24th
Sokolowski,

George .....co...... Milwaukee, 12th
Stauffer, Christ M. ................ Green
Sullivan,

William T. .......... Outagamie, 2nd

Sussman, Norman .... Milwaukee, 2nd
Talsky, George J. .... Milwaukee, 8th

Terry, Walter ....cccceeeeeeeeeeeenennee, Sauk
Timmerman,
Lawrence W. ........ Milwaukee, 5th

Tremain, Ben
............ Adams, Juneau, Marquette

Treutel, Arthur H. .......... ‘Wood, 2nd
Vanderperren, Cletus .... Brown, 3rd
Vogel, Hugo E. ........ Manitowoe, 1st
‘Wackett, Byron F. ............ Jefferson
Ward, William W. ............ St. Croix
Warga, Andrew F. ...... Price, Taylor

Warren, Earl W. ............ Racine, 1st
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WISCONSIN’S FORMER GOVERNORS,
1848-1959

Introduction

In the century and a decade since Wisconsin became a state per-
haps a hundred or more men have risen in the estimation of their
fellow citizens and in the councils of political parties to a point
where they were officially proposed for the highest partisan political
office the state provides — the governorship. More than 30 of them
attained the high position.

Some are all but forgotten, while others have had an impact on
the state which is still recognizable. Many came from humble be-
ginnings, others from families of demonstrated leadership. To
some public service was a life work, to others a reward for success
in other fields of endeavor. Some planted their roots firmly in
‘Wisconsin, while others moved to the far corners of the land after
their gubernatorial terms were oOver. Among them were soldiers,
farmers, merchants, lawyers, statesmen of a variety of political
affiliations.

Much has been written of many of these men. The material is,
however, widely scattered. One of the few efforts to consolidate
some information regarding these men is found in the Schafer
article in the 1927 Blue Book which sketches the life of each
Governor through John Blaine.

It is the purpose of this article to reproduce the official or most
nearly official portrait of each former Governor and to bring to-
gether a reasonably complete biographical sketch of each former
Governor of Wisconsin, to honor the men who attained the position
and to inspire those with the capacity, will and desire to serve in
this high office.

The sketch of each Governor is accompanied by a photograph
which, with one exception, is reproduced from what is purported to
be the official portrait of the Governor. Except for Arthur Mac-
Arthur, the state possesses a portrait of each Governor. These
paintings were either donated to or commissioned by the state. The
origin of many of the portraits is documented by statute, but in a
few cases little, if anything, is known of how the state acquired
them or who the painter was. In fact some of them do not have
a name plate to identify the subject. Most of them now hang in
the executive suite in the Capitol although a few are located in the
Historical Society and the Executive Mansion.

The men whose biographies are contained in this article include
both those who were elected Governor and those who served as
Acting Governor by reason of a vacancy in the office of Governor
since Wisconsin became a state in 1848. It also includes Governor-
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Elect Loomis who died before the date of his inauguration. The
list of men whose biographies are contained herein together with
the periods during which they served as Governors follows:

Name of Governor

Nelson Dewey
Leonard J. Farwell
‘Wm. Augustus Barstow
Arthur MacArthur
Coles Bashford
Alexander W. Randall
Louis P. Harvey
Edward Salomon
James T. Lewis
Lucius Fairchild
Cadwallader C. Washburn
William R. Taylor
Harrison Ludington
William E. Smith
Jeremiah McLain Rusk
William D. Hoard
George W. Peck
William H. Upham
Edward Scofield
Robert M. La Follette
James O. Davidson
Francis E. McGovern
Emanuel L. Philipp
John J. Blaine

Fred R. Zimmerman
‘Walter J. Kohler
Philip F. La Follette
Albert G. Schmedeman
Philip F. La Follette
Julius P. Heil

Orland S. Loomis
Walter S. Goodland
Oscar Rennebohm
Walter J. Kohler, Jr.
Vernon W. Thomson

Term Began

June
Jan.
Jan.
Mar.
Mar.
Jan.

Jan.

Apr.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.
Mar.
Jan.
Jan.

Term Ended

7, 1848 Jan. 5, 1852
5, 1852 Jan. 2, 1854
2, 1854 Mar. 21, 1856
21, 1856 Mar. 25, 1856
25, 1856 Jan. 4, 1858
4, 1858 Jan. 6, 1862

6, 1862 Apr. 19, 1862
19, 1862 Jan. 4, 1864
4, 1864 Jan. 1, 1866
1, 1866 Jan. 1, 1872
1, 1872 Jan. 5, 1874
5, 1874 Jan. 3, 1876
3, 1876 Jan. 7, 1878
7, 1878 Jan. 2, 1882
2, 1882 Jan. 7, 1889
7, 1889 Jan. 5, 1891
5, 1891 Jan. 7, 1895
7, 1895 Jan. 4, 1897
4, 1897 Jan. 7, 1901
7, 1901 Jan. 1, 1906
1, 1906 Jan. 2, 1911
2, 1911 Jan. 4, 1915
4, 1915 Jan. 3, 1921
3, 1921 Jan. 3, 1927
3, 1927 Jan. 7, 1929
7, 1929 Jan. 5, 1931
5, 1931 Jan. 2, 1933
2, 1933 Jan. 7, 1935
4, 1935 Jan. 2, 1939
2, 1939 Jan. 4, 1943

Died prior to inauguration
4, 1943 Mar. 12, 1947
12, 1947 Jan. 1, 1951
1, 1951 Jan. 7, 1957
7, 1957 Jan. 5, 1959



NELSON DEWEY
GOVERNOR 1848-1852

Photograph of painting in Ezxecutive Mansion
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NELSON DEWEY, 1848-52

It was the task of Nelson Dewey, the first Governor of the state
of Wisconsin, to provide leadership during a period of transition
from territorial to state government. Never a spectacular figure,
he represented an attempt to steer the new state down a middle
road between political extremes. Although his 2 administrations as
Governor lost him many friends, he did his work quietly and well.
When at a later time calmer judgments prevailed, his stewardship
was esteemed by both Democrats and Republicans as “a model
administration.”

Early Life

Governor Dewey was born in Lebanon, Connecticut on December
19, 1813. The son of Ebenezer and Lucy (Webster) Dewey, he was
descended on his father’s side from an old New England family
which traced its ancestry to Thomas Due who came to America from
Kent County, England in 16383. Ebenezer Dewey was a lawyer,
and he raised his son to follow the same profession. Nelson Dewey
was educated in the common schools of Louisville, N. Y. and in
Hamilton Academy, Hamilton, N. Y. After graduating from the
academy, he taught school for a year in Butternut, now Morris,
N. Y. In 1833 he entered his father’s law office and began to
read for the bar.

Dewey Comes to Wisconsin

In 1836 Dewey traveled to Wisconsin by boat, stagecoach, horse,
and on foot to work as a clerk in the firm of Daniels, Dennison &
Co., New York land speculators, settling in what was to become
Cassville. This firm was actively promoting the village of Cassville
in the hope that it would develop into a metropolis which would be
the capital of the territory, and Dewey settled there. When Madison
became the capital, the company went bankrupt, and young Dewey
had to find other means of making a living.

Dewey was an intelligent man, of quiet, strong character, and his
abilities for public service were recognized early. On March 4,
1837 he was elected register of deeds of Grant County and moved
to Lancaster. During the summer of the same year he was appointed
justice of the peace of Grant County by Governor Henry Dodge.
Early in 1838 Dewey was admitted to the bar of Grant County, and
he was subsequently appointed district attorney. In November 1838
the voters of Grant County sent him to the territorial assembly.
Re-elected to the assembly in 1840, Dewey became the speaker
of that body. In 1842 Grant County voters promoted him to the
territorial council, and he was president of the council during the
1846 session when the forthcoming constitutional convention of
that year was under discussion. In 1846 the Whig party gained
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control of Grant County, and Dewey, a Democrat, was temporarily
retired from public life.

Meanwhile Dewey had, in 1840, formed a law and real estate
partnership with J. Allen Barber at Lancaster. The partnership
was a success, and it became one of the most widely known firms
in the entire lead region. It acquired valuable mining lands and
made good investments in mining companies. When the partnership
dissolved in 1848, Dewey was one of the leading men in what be-
came during that year the new state.

First Governor

At the first state Democratic convention to nominate a Governor
the party was divided between the lead region group which sup-
ported Hiram Barber and the eastern group which backed Morgan
I.. Martin. Neither Barber nor Martin could command a winning
vote. The opposing factions then looked around for a compromise
candidate, and they decided on Nelson Dewey. Dewey was not as-
sociated with either faction. He had a clean and outstanding politi-
cal record. Moreover, he came from Grant County which the
Democrats hoped to lure back to the fold.

In the 1848 general election Dewey defeated the Whig candidate,
John H. Tweedy, by a vote of 19,875 to 14,621. He took office
June 7, 1848 as the first Governor of the state of Wisconsin. In
January 1849 the legislature adopted a measure providing for a
general election in 1849 and biennially thereafter. Dewey was re-
elected in the 1849 election by a vote of 16,701 to 11,317 over the
Whig candidate, and he served until January 5, 1852. He did not try
for a third term.

Dewey’s stewardship as the first state Governor of Wisconsin
involved nursing the new state during its transition from terri-
torial to state government and translating into administrative prac-
tice the principles set forth by the constitutional convention of
1847-48. In his annual messages to the legislature he encouraged
internal improvements within the limits imposed by the Consti-
tution, particularly of roads, railways, canals and harbors. He was
an advocate of improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers.
During his administration the State Board of Public Works was or-
ganized, and contracts were let for improvements on the Fox
River and at Winnebago Rapids, and for construction of the Portage
Canal. Governor Dewey is said to have interested himself in the
accounting systems to be installed in the several state offices, and
he conducted his administration with the same painstaking atten-
tion to detail that he did his private business affairs.

Governor Dewey opposed the extension of slavery to new states
and territories. He also advocated the popular election of U.S.
Senators and the referendum and recall — ideas which were well
in advance of his time.

Governor Dewey lost considerable popular support during his
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2 terms as Governor. One reason was that he was not a strong
enough leader to overcome the factionalism which divided his
party. Another was that he was identified with the lead region
which was rapidly losing the dominant position it had enjoyed in
Wisconsin politics. He was elected the first president of the State
Historical Society in 1849. In 1853 he was elected to the state
senate from Grant County by a majority of only 3 votes. This was
the last elective office he ever held.

His Later Life

During his first term as Governor, Dewey married Kate Dunn,
the daughter of Chief Justice Charles Dunn. In 1854 Dewey and
his wife dreamed anew of continuing the development of Cassville
which Daniels, Dennison & Co. had given up in 1837. Dewey pur-
chased the entire development at Cassville; repaired buildings;
redecorated the Dennison House, a hotel which had been erected by
the defunct company; engaged in the real estate business; and at-
tempted to “boom’ the town.

Just north of Cassville Dewey built for himself and his wife a
“palace in the wilderness” — a home which is said to have been the
grandest and most modern in the state in its day. The house was
3 stories high with Gothic dormers and broad balconies, and it con-
tained many conveniences which were rare in the young state, in-
cluding 20 fireplaces and a hot air furnace. The house was located
on an estate of about 2,000 acres which Dewey developed into a
show place. It was noted for its beautiful green lawns, gardens
and orchards, stables of imported horses, and miles of stone walis
and roads with arched stone bridges.

The Cassville project attracted few settlers. Dewey speculated
in a projected railroad line to Cassville, but his investments were
wiped out in the Panic of 1873. With the railroad failure the
entire Cassville project collapsed. The disappointments of 1873 were
capped by the complete destruction of Dewey’s home by a fire
caused by the hot air furnace. Creditors forced Dewey to surrender
his entire property, and he returned to his law practice.

Dewey served as regent of the University of Wisconsin between
1854 and 1865, and in 1874 Governor William R. Taylor appointed
him to the board of directors of the State Prison at Waupun — a
post which he held until 1881. He was an unsuccessful candidate
for Lieutenant Governor in 1863, and was defeated in tries for
the state senate in 1869 and 1871.

On July 21, 1889 Governor Dewey died at the Dennison House in
Cassville, where he had made his home in his late years.



LEONARD J. FARWELL
GOVERNOR 1852-1854

Photograph of painting in Executive Suite, State Capitol
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LEONARD J. FARWELL, 1852-54
Early Life

Leonard J. Farwell, the second Governor of the state, did much
to develop Madison as a community suitable for the capital of the
state. He was born January 5, 1819 in Watertown, New York, to
Captain James Farwell and Rebecca (Cady) Farwell. By the time
he was 11 both parents had died. After completing the available
schooling, he clerked in a dry goods store for about a year and
then became an apprentice tinsmith until he was 19. He then joined
the migration to the west settling in Lockport, Illinois, where he
established a business as a tinsmith.

In January 1840 he sold his business and moved to Milwaukee
where he opened a wholesale hardware business which was to be-
come one of the largest in the West. In 1847 he purchased a huge
amount of property in Madison which he began to improve when
he returned from extensive traveling in the West Indies, Europe
and the Near East. These travels occupied much of his time from
1846 to 1849.

Developing Madison

Owning about half of the village of Madison, Farwell took an
active part in its development after his return from abroad in
1849. He operated a power plant, grist mill, sawmill, woolen mill,
machine shop and foundry, and was instrumental in laying out
streets and erected public buildings. The future Governor was ac-
tive in the organization of the State Historical Society, the State
Agricultural Society, the public school system and the state uni-
versity. He was a partner in the erection of a hotel called the Capitol
House. Farwell also had an interest in a water cure establishment
and in the erection of a gas plant.

Farwell as Governor

In 1851 as the second term of Governor Dewey was ending, Far-
well was persuaded to run for Governor as a ‘Whig, to which party
he had shown an attachment all his life. Although the Whig Party
Wwas so weak that success seemed impossible, he was elected, but was
the only Whig who won. This was a tribute to his popularity, in
part created by the assistance he had given to thousands of immi-
grants who were pouring into Wisconsin at that time. He won by
slightly more than 500 votes, and the Democrats considered a
recount, but nothing was done. Farwell was the last Whig Gover-
nor Wisconsin had.

Although he had to deal with a legislature controlled by the
Democrats, he was successful in securing the adoption of a state
banking system which the people had favored in a referendum,
the geological survey and a separate supreme court. During his
term capital punishment was abandoned and the subject was never
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again revived. Perhaps his outstanding contribution was the or-
ganization of an immigration bureau to attract foreigners to Wis-
consin. So successful was this program that within 2 years nearly
200,000 people came to this state.

He was the second successive Governor to marry while in office.
On September 20, 1853 he married Frances A, Corss of Madison.
A daughter and 2 sons were born to them.

During Farwell’s administration an effort was made to impeach
Circuit Judge Levi Hubbell of the Second Circuit, but in spite of
the argument of E. G. Ryan who acted as prosecutor and who was to
become one of Wisconsin’s leading jurists, Hubbell was acquitted.

Farwell sought to restrain the legislature from selling the state
lands at $2.50 an acre, but they overrode his veto and Wisconsin
thereby frittered away one of its most potent resources.

The School for the Blind was completed during Farwell’s ad-
ministration and the School for the Deaf was authorized near
Delavan.

During these years the estimated costs of state government were
slightly more than $100,000 a year.

Although Governor Farwell was renominated in 1853 for an-
other term by the People’s Convention made up of Free Soilers and
others, he declined the honor.

Later Life

Farwell then devoted himself to his business interests and in
speculation in railroad expansion, and the panic of 1857 wrecked
his fortune. He then withdrew to his farm on the north shore of
Lake Mendota, having paid off his obligations with his valuable
real estate holdings. He was appointed chairman of the Insane
Hospital Committee at Mendota, and in 1859 was elected to the
assembly serving in the 1860 session. During the Civil War he was
vice president of the association for the relief of Wisconsin’s soldiers,
rendering services to thousands of sick and disabled men.

His declining fortunes caused him to accept an appointment by
President Lincoln as assistant examiner in the Patent Office in
Washington. Three months later he was made principal examiner
of inventions, a post he held for 7 years. His wife died in Wash-
ington while he was employed there.

He was in the audience at the Ford Theatre in Washington on
the evening of April 14, 1865 and witnessed the assassination of
Lincoln. He is credited with saving the life of Andrew Johnson,
also marked for assassination. Farwell rushed to the Kirkwood
House in time to warn Johnson of a conspirator, later identified
as George Atzerot, who was waiting for a chance to assault Johnson
with a knife. Johnson offered Farwell any position he wanted, but
Farwell refused his offer.

In 1870 he opened an agency in Chicago to solicit patents, but
his stay was short because the great Chicago fire of October 9,
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1871 swept away his office, its contents and all hope of building
up the business.

He then moved to Grant City, Missouri, a small town in the
northwestern part of the state, where he formed a partnership in
banking and real estate. True to form, before long, he was working
for the erection of a high school, a new courthouse, brick stores
and a railroad connection for that community.

After a short illness Governor Farwell died on April 11, 1889
in the midst of his renewed activities and was buried in that com-
munity.



WILLIAM AUGUSTUS BARSTOW
GOVERNOR 1854-1856

Photograph of painting in Executive Suite, State Capitol
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WILLIAM AUGUSTUS BARSTOW,
1854-56

Governor Barstow holds the distinction of being unseated from
the Governor’s office by the State Supreme Court.

Early Life

As had his predecessors, Barstow came from New England. He
was born in the village of Plainfield, Connecticut, September 13,
1813. His ancestors had come to this country in 1635 and 7 mem-
bers of his father’s family fought in the Revolutionary War. Young
Barstow grew up on his father’s farm and attended the common
schools of Plainfield.

‘When he was 16, he left home to clerk in his brother’s store in
Louisville, Connecticut. When he was 21, he joined another broth-
er in a flour milling and forwarding business in Cleveland, Ohio,
but this business failed during the depression of 1837.

In 1839 he moved west and settled in a community of Prairie
Village near Waukesha, Wisconsin. Here he and John Gale of
Milwaukee purchased an interest in a flour mill at the rapids of
the Fox River. They formed a company, platted land for a village
and began to sell lots. Barstow opened a store and became moder-
ately wealthy. He took an active part in the organization of the
village and became a recognized leader of the community. He
served as highway commissioner for the village, served on the
Milwaukee County board and in 1846 became a leader in the move-
ment to separate Waukesha County from Milwaukee County. In
April 1844, while residing in Prairie Village, he married Marie
Quarles of Southport (Kenosha).

Barstow was a tall, handsome man who made friends easily.
He became a member of the faction of young aggressive land specu-
lators who adhered to the Democratic Party. When Dewey was elec-
ted Governor for the second time in 1849, Barstow was elected Sec-
retary of State on the same Democratic ticket.

Secretary of State

As Secretary of State he was ex officio a member of the Public
Lands Commission and the State Printing Commission. It was
alleged that the land commission had permitted speculators to ac-
quire vast holdings of the public lands without public bids and at
a price far below their value, but although the records of the
commission left something to be desired, there was never any
proof that Barstow personally profited from any such sales.

The Printing Commission let the bids for state printing. A letter
allegedly written by a printer stating that he intended to get a
contract if he had to “buy up Barstow and the balance” of the
commission was circulated and the phrase “Barstow and the bal-
ance” became a catch phrase in the subsequent campaign, but
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again no evidence was uncovered that the Printing Commission’s ac-
tivities were illegal. None the less, Barstow along with the other
Democrats, lost the 1851 election.

By 1853 a political realignment was beginning with the Whigs
gradually disintegrating, and younger men assuming control of the
Democratic party. In this campaign for the governorship there was
a Whig candidate; a Democratic candidate; and a candidate for
the Free Soilers, disgruntled Whigs and disaffected Democrats. The
Whig group drew sufficient votes from the coalition to enable Bar-
stow, the Democrat, to win.

As Governor

Barstow took office as Governor January 2, 1854. At this time
almost $150,000 a year was being expended by the state, but
something of the nature of the price level may be obtained from
the fact that $25,000 was appropriated to erect the south wing
of the State Prison.

In November 1853, the people had voted in favor of the prohibi-
tion of the sale of intoxicants, but the legislature of 1854 was
unable to agree on a bill and none was passed. In 1855 a prohi-
bition act was passed, but the Governor vetoed it. It is interesting
to note that the legislature of 1854 enacted 100 general laws and
337 private and local laws.

During 1854 the Glover case gained a great deal of attention.
Glover was a slave of B. S. Garland of Missouri who upon learning
of his whereabouts in Racine sought to recover him under the
fugitive slave law. There was substantial resistance, and Glover
was not returned to Missouri.

The school land issue rose again when it was alleged that one
speculator was given preference in the selection of lands before
others.

‘While Governor, Barstow and some friends organized the St.
Croix and Lake Superior Railroad Company. Barstow was president,
E. M. Hunter, his private secretary, was secretary, and A. T. Gray,
Secretary of State, was treasurer. Hight of the 10 members of the
board of directors were persons who served in the legislature be-
tween 1852 and 1856. Barstow also owned stock in the Fox-Wiscon-
sin River Improvement Company. He is alleged to have threatened
to veto any bill calling for an investigation of the way the Fox-
Wisconsin River Improvement Company was handling its land
grants. Barstow is also alleged to have entered into a verbal
agreement with the president of the La Crosse and Milwaukee
Railroad Company for the transfer of the northern part of a land
grant to the St. Croix and Lake Superior Company if the former
secured it. After much lobbying and bribery, the grant was made
to the La Crosse Company but the legislature refused to transfer
any part of the grant to Barstow’s company because of its feeling
against him. To get around this, Barstow’s company sold control



82 WISCONSIN BLUE BOOK

to the La Crosse Company in exchange for a million dollars worth
of La Crosse and Milwaukee Railroad bonds worth 50 cents on
the dollar at the time of issue, but they were practically worthless
within a year.

It must be pointed out that speculation in land and railroads
was an important part of the life of our country in those days,
and that the stigma which we would attach to such maneuvers did
not exist at that time.

Barstow’s reputation suffered, however, due to the accusations
made against him, and it was reflected in the outcome of the elec-
tion of 1855.

The Democratic convention of August 31, 1855 selected Barstow
as its candidate for Governor and Arthur MacArthur as its can-
didate for Lieutenant Governor. The Republicans on September 5,
1855 selected Coles Bashford as their candidate. The election 'was
very spirited and when it was over the state canvassers declared
Barstow elected by 157 votes. On January 7, 1856 he was inaugu-
rated amid much pomp and circumstance in the senate chamber.
Meanwhile Coles Bashford, the Republican nominee, had the Chief
Justice give him the oath of office in the Supreme Court chamber.
On January 10 Bashford called at the Governor’s office and made
formal demand for the office and the next day began a prolonged
legal action which ended on March 20, 1856 when the court held that
Bashford was entitled to the office. On March 21, Barstow sent
a message to the legislature resigning.

His Late Years

The same year Barstow and others opened a bank in Janesville,
but its life was short as it failed in the depression of 1857.

Barstow then returned to the milling business until 1861 when
he helped to raise a regiment of troops for the Civil War. He be-
came a colonel in the 3rd Wisconsin Cavalry. After serving as
provost marshal general of Kansas for a time, and participating
in one battle, he was confined to the hospital by illness during much
of the remainder of the war. After his discharge in March of 1865
he made his home in Leavenworth, Kansas, until his death on
December 13, 1865.



ARTHUR MAC ARTHUR

GOVERNOR 1856
No portrait exists. Picture provided by State Historical Society
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ARTHUR MAC ARTHUR, 1856

Introduction

Acting Governor Arthur MacArthur held the post as the chief

executive of Wisconsin for 4 days, a shorter period of time than
any other Governor in the history of the state, excluding Gover-
nor-elect Loomis who died before he was inaugurated. It is doubt-
ful that MacArthur had any decisive effect upon the state. He was,
however, entrusted by the people with the duty of chief executive
of the state in the event that the Governor was unable to act, and
therefore we are interested in determining what sort of a man he
was. .
MacArthur was the scion of a distinguished Scotch family, the
MacArthurs of Loch Katrine and Loch Ane of the Western Scottish
Highlands. Governor MacArthur was the father of General Arthur
MacArthur and the grandfather of the illustrious Douglas Mac-
Arthur. General Arthur MacArthur, the son of the Acting Governor,
was a lieutenant in the army in the Civil War at 17 years of age
and rose to lieutenant general of the regular army and military
governor of the Philippine Islands.

Eastern Background

Arthur MacArthur was born in Glasgow, Scotland, January 26,
1815, the son of Arthur and Sarah MacArthur. His family migrated
to Massachusetts when he was a boy. Here he attended schools at
Uxbridge and Amherst, Massachusetts, and then attended Wesleyan
University at Middleton, Massachusetts. Some biographers indicate
that he actually graduated from Wesleyan. He had, however, the
most formal education of any man who occupied the governorship to
that time.

After he left Wesleyan, he studied law in New York City and
was admitted to the New York bar in 1840. After practicing brief-
ly in New York City he moved to Springfield, Massachusetts. In
1843 he was appointed public administrator for Hampden County,
Massachusetts and later became judge of the Western Massachusetts
Military District. In this capacity he was associated with Rufus
Choate, a well known Massachusetts lawyer and statesman. In
1845 he returned to New York City where he practiced law until
1849.

Enters the Political Arena

In 1849 Mr. MacArthur moved to Milwaukee where he estab-
lished a law practice. In 1851 he was appointed city attorney.

The Democratic state convention of 1855 nominated Barstow
for Governor and Arthur MacArthur for Lieutenant Governor while
the Republicans nominated Coles Bashford for Governor. In the
November election the entire Democratic slate was elected, all by
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safe margins, except Barstow who won by 157 votes. We need not
reiterate the details of the Barstow-Bashford controversy over who
was Governor. Suffice it to say that on March 21, 1856, Governor
Barstow submitted his resignation to the legislature and MacArthur
took the oath of office. Two days later, on March 23, Lieutenant
Governor MacArthur sent a message to the legislature announcing
that he considered it his duty to assume the position of Governor
because of the resignation of Barstow and that he proposed to
perform the duties of Governor in the best manner possible. One
of his few official acts was to cause arms and ammunition stored in
the Capitol to be removed to assure that no violence accompanied
any disputes which might arise over his taking over the governor-
ship.

Two days later, March 25th, Mr. Bashford visited the Governor’s
Office and informed MacArthur that he proposed to take over the
governorship without force if possible, but with force if necessary.
It is alleged that MacArthur asked ‘“Am I to understand that if I
do not surrender the office, you will resort to force?”’ and that
Timothy O. Howe, Bashford’s attorney, said “My advice is that Mr.
Bashford hang his coat on a nail and proceed in the performance
of his gubernatorial duties. I would not, of course, advise him to
lay violent hands on so distinguished a man as Governor MacArthur’.
MacArthur, sensing that the tension was high and that members
of both sides who were armed were in the building, replied that
he felt he was being ejected virtually by force, but that he would
retire. Thereupon, preceded by his secretary, he withdrew and
returned to the senate to resume his duties as its presiding officer,
and Wisconsin began its first administration under a Republican.

On June 23, 1857 the legislature met in joint session to elect a
U.S. Senator from Wisconsin to replace Henry Dodge whose term
had ended. The vote was 79 for James R. Doolittle and 36 for
Charles Dunn. MacArthur presiding at the joint session, declared
the votes given for Doolittle out of order because Doolittle, hav-
ing been chosen a circuit court judge in 1853, and the term for
which he had been chosen not having expired, was not eligible for
election at that time. There was an appeal from the decision of
the chair and when the vote was taken there were 40 votes to
sustain the chair and 71 votes against sustaining, so Doolittle be-
came the U.S. Senator. Almost a century later this same issue was
raised with an equally indecisive result.

In 1857 while still Lieutenant Governor, MacArthur ran for
judge of the second circuit which included Milwaukee and Wau-
kesha Counties, which post he held until 1869. He was a popular
judge, considered fair and courageous. He was well accepted in
Milwaukee as a genial host and an excellent toastmaster. During
this period in 1867 General Grant appointed him U.S. Commissioner
to the Paris Exposition.
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MacArthur Leaves Wisconsin

In 1870 MacArthur left Wisconsin to accept an appointment by
President Grant to the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia
where he made his home until his death in 1896. He retired from
the bench in 1888. He was active in civic functions in the district
having served as president of the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals and Children, president of the District of Colum-
bia Associated Charities, lecturer on law at a Washington business
college and president of the board of regents of a proposed uni-
versity at Washington, D.C.

Acting Governor MacArthur was married twice. His first wife
was Aurelia Belcher to whom a son, Arthur, was born in 1845. His
second wife was the widow of B. F. Hopkins, a member of Congress
from Wisconsin.

Arthur MacArthur devoted the last 8 years of his life to literary
pursuits. He died August 26, 1896 at Atlantic City, New Jersey
and was buried in Washington, D.C.



COLES BASHFORD
GOVERNOR 1856-1858

Photograph of painting in Executive Suite, State Capitol
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COLES BASHFORD, 1856-58

Coles Bashford holds the distinction of having become Governor
by reason of a decision of the Supreme Court. He also holds the dis-
tinction of having risen to a major post in 2 different states, Wis-
consin and Arizona.

His Early Life

Governor Bashford was born near Cold Spring, Putnam County,
New York, on January 24, 1816. He attended Wesleyan University,
now Genesee College, in Lima, New York, and then studied law for
7 years. He was admitted to the bar in New York in October of 1842
and soon after began to practice in Wayne County, New York. In
1847 he was elected district attorney of that county. On October 12,
1847 he married Frances Adams Forman of Seneca, New York, who
survived him.

In 1850 he came to Wisconsin, settling in Oshkosh, and established
a law practice which prospered. The next year, 1851, he was
elected to the state senate as a Whig. Two years later he was offered
the nomination as U.S. Congressman, but refused it. He was re-
elected to the state senate, however, for another 2-year term.

The Barstow-Bashford Incident

In 1855, 5 years after he had come to the state and the first time
that he had espoused the Republican Party he attended the Repub-
lican State Convention and was nominated as Governor. He was
not yet 40 years old, and his party was only one year old.

The State Democratic Convention of 1855 renominated Barstow
as its candidate for Governor. In the November election the whole
Democratic ticket was elected, but the State Canvassers declared
Barstow the victor by only 157 votes. The closeness of the vote for
a state-wide office was in itself grounds for a challenge, and when
one considers that the continuous control of the state by the Demo-
cratic Party was being contested by the first real challenge of the
Republican Party, it is apparent that the interest ran high.

Barstow was inaugurated on January 7, 1856. Seven companies
of the state militia were in attendance; some said to allay any pos-
sibility of a disturbance. Barstow was duly sworn as Governor
by a justice of the Supreme Court. Meanwhile Bashford went to
the Supreme Court and was sworn in as Governor by the Chief Jus-
tice. On January 10, Bashford called at the Executive Office and
made a formal demand for the office which of course, was refused
by Barstow. On January 11, Bashford’s attorneys, who included
E. G. Ryan, who was to become one of the great Wisconsin jurists,
and Alexander Randall, who later became Governor, requested the
Attorney General to file a quo warranto proceedings against Bars-
tow. On January 15, William R. Smith, Attorney General, filed
such a document although he was a Democrat. The Supreme Court
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took jurisdiction and in Attorney General ex rel. Bashford vs. Bars-
tow, 4 Wis. 567 rendered an opinion, consuming 270 pages of the
Wisconsin Reports. This was handed down on March 20 and held
that the court could prevent the usurpation of a civil office and
may go behind the certificate of the canvassers to ascertain the facts
of an election, that Bashford was legally Governor and that Bars-
tow was ousted.

Barstow thereupon resigned on March 21st stating that he did
not feel that the court had jurisdiction and that he felt that after
the chief justice administered the oath to Bashford, he saw no indi-
cation that led him to hope for a just determination at their hands.
It was alleged that by this maneuver he hoped to force the state to
accept MacArthur as Acting Governor.

As we have pointed out, the Lieutenant Governor, MacArthur,
took over on March 21st, but on March 25th when Bashford de-
manded the office, MacArthur withdrew. On March 27 the assem-
bly recognized Bashford as Governor.

The prolonged litigation over the succession to the governorship
and the acceptance of the procedures for settling it, when another
issue of succession arose 90 years later with the death of Governor-
elect Loomis, illustrates the soundness of the practical solutions de-
veloped by those who were formulating the machinery of state
government. There is no question but that the election machinery
of 1855 was in the hands of the Barstow group, and had the court
refused to look behind the returns, the future of the state might
have been substantially different.

Bashford as Governor

The Legislature of 1856 had finished its early deliberations by
the time Bashford took office, but the legislators returned in Sep-
tember, at which time a reapportionment of legislative seats was
made and an act granting certain lands to the La Crosse and Mil-
waukee Railroad Company was passed. This act was to haunt the
legislators in the relatively near future.

An investigation of the State Treasurer, Secretary of State and
School Land Commissioners was conducted in 1856 by the legisla-
ture and substantial criticism of loose and careless bookkeeping,
favoritism and manipulations were made. The officers in charge
denied all allegations and nothing came of the investigation.

The very first efforts to build state institutions began in this
decade. Actual construction began on institutions for the blind,
insane, and criminal, as well as buildings for the university and
a Capitol.

Later Life

Coles Bashford was not renominated for the governorship in
1857, and his biography from the Biographical Directory of the
American Congress states he declined renomination. Serious doubt
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existed that he could have been renominated because of the results
of the railroad land grant investigation. He returned to Oshkosh
to his law practice until the Civil War when he served in Washing-
ton in an obscure unofficial capacity. In 1863, however, he was
sent by the federal government to Arizona to help organize the ter-
ritorial government. In December 1863 President Lincoln appointed
him as the first Attorney General of the Arizona Territory which
post -he held until 1866. He acted as presiding officer of the first
Territorial Council of Arizona in 1865. Bashford was a member
of the 40th Congress, 1867-1869, as a Representative from Arizona.
From 1869 to 1876 he served as Secretary of the State of Arizona.

In 1876 he resigned and moved to Prescott, Arizona where he en-
gaged in business until his death on April 25, 1878. He was buried
in Mountain View Cemetery, Oakland, California.

In 1858, when Randall became Governor, the legislature approved
a resolution to conduct an investigation of the fraud, bribery and
corruption allegedly committed by members of the 1856 Legisla-
ture and others in the disposition of lands granted the state to aid
in the construction of railroads. The results implicated 72 legis-
lators and various state officers, among them Governor Bashford.
It was alleged that the latter received a gift of $50,000, but that
it was given after the disposition of the grant and not as a result
of any agreement. No legal action was ever taken but nevertheless
it affected Bashford’s political future in Wisconsin.

The land commission investigation, the railroad land grant ex-
pose and the later treasury cases were phenomena of the times.
The pioneering spirit, the speculation, the rise and fall of fortunes
was part of the struggle to push the frontiers westward and to
gain access to markets. It was several decades before a change in
the code of ethics developed, as witnessed by the struggle to prohibit
railroad passes and preferential rates.

All do not choose to excuse the leaders of that era. Of this
period one of Wisconsin’s able historians, Fred Holmes, said, ‘“Dur-
ing those years (the twenty years that preceded the Civil War) in
‘Wisconsin the political atmosphere was white-hot with partisan-
ship; officials ‘feathered their nests’ at public expense; the vast
land heritage of the state was wantonly squandered and the public
morals touched bottom. It was an epoch fogged with political
trickery and legislative chicanery. The low level was reached by
the wholesale bribing of the legislature of 1856 — a scandal that
sullied the administration of the first Republican executive, Gov-
ernor Coles L. Bashford of Oshkosh.”



ALEXANDER WILLIAM RANDALL
Governor 1858-1862

Photograph of painting in State Historical Society
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ALEXANDER WILLIAM RANDALL,
1858-62

Governor Randall, the first of Wisconsin’s Civil War Governors,
packed into a relatively short adult life a series of major political
offices — local, state and national.

His Early Life

Born October 31, 1819 in Ames, Montgomery County, New York,
to Phineas and Sarah (Beach) Randall, he resided in that state until
he reached his majority. He was educated in the common schools of
Ames and in Cherry Valley Academy in Shoharie County, New York.
He then studied law under his father and was admitted to the New
York bar in 1838 when less than 20 years of age.

In 1842 he moved to Prairieville (now Waukesha) in Wisconsin
where he opened a law office. For a time he was associated in a
law firm with his brother, BE. M. Randall, who later became chief
justice of the Florida Supreme Court. His law practice, however,
suffered because of the attention he paid to government affairs.

He was early associated with the Whig Party, but after coming
© to Wisconsin, he became a Democrat. In 1845 he was appointed
postmaster of the village of Waukesha by President James K. Polk,
but left that post in 1846, which was a busy year for the young
man. He joined the fight to separate Waukesha from Milwaukee
County, lobbied for the bill in the 1846 Territorial Legislature, acted
as the first district attorney for the new Waukesha County and was
elected to the first constitutional convention where he obtained
the passage of a resolution submitting the question of Negro suffrage
to a separate vote of the people. He was opposed to slavery.

In 1848 Randall was the president of a Free Soiler Convention
in support of Martin Van Buren for president, but he returned to
the Democratic Party in 1849. In 1854 he was elected to the state
assembly as an Independent Democrat defeating the regular Demo-
cratic candidate; and although the Republicans controlled the as-
sembly, he was made chairman of the Judiciary Committee.

By 1855, however, he had espoused the Republican Party and he
was nominated at its convention as Attorney General. The Demo-
cratic ticket, led by William A. Barstow, won the election although
in the famous Barstow-Bashford incident, Barstow ultimately lost
the governorship and the Republican Bashford was seated. The con-
test for the other officers was sufficiently decisive to preclude any
argument. Randall, however, participated in the controversy as one
of Bashford’s attorneys, and when Bashford became Governor, he
appointed Randall as judge of the second circuit. Although he
served only from September 1856 to April 1857, he was considered
a much more able judge than was anticipated.

Bashford was not renominated in 1857 and the Republicans
named Randall as their candidate for Governor and the great Carl
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Schurz as Lieutenant Governor. In November 1857, he won the
election by 454 votes in one of the closest elections in the history
of the state. Only one state officer won by a vote of more than
1,000. Carl Schurz was defeated as the Republican candidate for
Lieutenant Governor by 107 votes. The composition of the legisla-
ture reflected this situation. In the senate there were 18 Re-
publicans and 12 Democrats and in the assembly 51 Republicans
and 46 Democrats. Randall opposed secession by the south, opposed
extension of slavery but favored gradual emancipation and reforms
in the corruption associated with railroad land grants. He advocated
an investigation, which when done, gave the impression that 13
senators, 59 assemblymen, the bank comptroller, the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, secretary to the Governor, Chief Justice and
many others were implicated in the manipulation of the land grants.
The accusations were never proved.

A movement begun in jest to move the capital to Milwaukee
lost by a tie vote. County agricultural societies, a state militia and
a strong antigambling law were enacted by the first legislature
under Randall.,

By the second year of Randall’s administration the east wing of
the first Capitol in Madison was so far along that the legislature
could occupy it.

In 1859 Randall was renominated and elected Governor. Of the
1860 Legislature one observer said, ‘“The session was a long one —
much longer than the amount of business to be transacted would
seem to warrant. The difficulties, however, originated, not through
lack of ability, but in consequence of the unfortunate disposition
of the people of the state, to send up to the capital annually, with
a few exceptions, an entirely new body of men to the assembly.
Thus it happened that the great mass of the members of that house
were wholly destitute of experience; and six or eight weeks would
pass away before they were sufficiently familiarized with the forms
and routine of legislation to begin upon the real business of the
session. Every sessicn, the legislature, under that system, has to
pass through a long novitiate, and become versed in rules and par-
liamentary tactics, by a series of animated contests on such mo-
mentous questions as the chaplaincy, the mode of taking news-
papers, and the distribution of postage-stamps before they were
prepared to do anything better . e

The Legislature of 1861 empowered the Governor to take measures
to provide speedy and efficient reply to the President’s call to arms
to provide men for the Civil War. Money was appropriated and the
authority to issue bonds granted to provide military aid. The legis-
lative session closed on a very emotional note with the singing of
the Star Spangled Banner and cheers for the Union and the first
company of soldiers to offer their services to the Governor.

Randall proceeded after the adjournment of the legislature, to
put the state on a war basis. He organized not one, but 4 regiments
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of troops, and procured the authorization to borrow a million dollars
for the war effort. By the end of 1861, Randall had established 4
training camps, and 16 regiments were either organized, in training
or in the field.

Unlike military organization today in which the federal govern-
ment provides every bit of equipment the soldiers require, even to
toothbrushes and combs, during the Civil War the states had to
provide uniforms, arms, medical supplies and other necessities as
well as any luxuries the troops were to have. Randall, as Governor,
did much to procure supplies and to create the organization needed
to tap the people who were willing to aid in such procurement and
make the distributions in the field.

Governor Randall had hoped to succeed to the U. S. senatorship,
but he withdrew from that race after several ballots, and T. O.
Howe was successful over C. C. Washburn for the post. He also
refused to be reconsidered for a third term as Governor and was
succeeded by Louis P. Harvey as the Republican candidate for
election.

His Rise in the National Picture

President Lincoln then appointed Randall as Minister to the Papal
State in Rome, but he served less than a year. Lincoln then ap-
pointed him as assistant postmaster general. He supported Presi-
dent Johnson so when the incumbent postmaster general resigned,
Johnson appointed Randall to that post which he held until 1869
while Johnson was President. Randall became one of the inner
circle of Johnson’s advisers and testified in Johnson’s behalf dur-
ing the latter’s impeachment trial. He was the first Wisconsin citizen
elevated to a cabinet post.

As a supporter of Johnson he again espoused the Democratic
Party although he held no other posts as a Democrat. In 1869
when he followed President Johnson out of the government he moved
to Elmira, New York. He never returned to Wisconsin because of
the anti-Johnson feeling which had developed here. In Elmira
he revived his law practice which he continued until July 26, 1872
when he died at the age of 53.

Randall was married in 1842 to Mary Van Vechten of Canajo-
harie, New York. She died in 1858, and in 1863 he married Helen
Thomas of Elmira, New York. A daughter born of the first union
died when she was a child.

Although Randall lived a full life and his service to the state
is commemorated in the name of Camp Randall which is now part
of the university campus, his one ambition, to become an officer in
the armed forces during the Civil War, was never realized. Aided
by the early enthusiasm of the people he was, however, able to
launch Wisconsin into the Civil War with vigor.
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LOUIS P. HARVEY, 1862

Governor Louis P. Harvey was one of two Wisconsin Governors
to die in office, and the only Governor to die as the result of an
accident.

Early Life

He was born July 22, 1820 in Bast Haddam, Connecticut, the son
of David and Almira (Powell) Harvey. He was a descendant of
Thomas Harvey who came to America from England in 1636 and
settled in Dorchester County, Massachusetts. In 1828 the family
moved to Strongsville, Ohio where Louis was forced to earn his
own living early in life. Much of his elementary education was self-
obtained. In 1837, however, he entered Western Reserve College
at Hudson, Ohio, but left because of ill health. He then taught school
for a time at Nicholasville, Kentucky, and acted as a tutor at Wood-
ward College in Cincinnati.

In 1841 he moved to Southport, which is now Kenosha, in the
Wisconsin Territory and was appointed a teacher in the Southport
Academy. In June of 1843 he also became managing editor of the
Southport American, a weekly Whig newspaper, and the next year
he gave up teaching to devote full time to that publication. In
1845 the paper was sold but Harvey continued as editor until
September 1846.

He Enters Politics

In 1847 he moved to Clinton in Rock County where he opened
a general store. In this year although he was new in the com-
munity and only 27 years old, he was elected to the second con-
stitutional convention in which he served with distinction being a
member of the committee on education and the school fund.

In this convention he opposed the creation of the office of
Lieutenant Governor to succeed the Governor in case of a vacancy
in that office, stating that in the history of the states very few
cases had arisen where the office of Governor had been vacated by
death or disability. Little did he realize that fate had destined
him to be the first Wisconsin Governor to die while in office a dec-
ade and a half later.

Four years later he moved to Waterloo, now Shopiere, in Rock
County, where he and 2 partners purchased a water power site and
a local distillery which he tore down and in its place erected a flour
mill. He also ran a general store. He took an active part in com-
munity affairs and launched his political career at this time.

In 1853 he was elected to the state senate as a Whig for a 2-
year term. In 1854, however, he became a leader in the Rock
County Republican organization and was the first signer of the
call for the party’s first county convention in 1854. As a result
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he was elected to the senate again in 1855 and served as president
pro tempore in the 1857 session.

In 1859 he was nominated by the Republicans as Secretary of
State on a ticket headed by Governor Randall and won the election.
As Secretary of State he was chairman of the School Land Com-
mission and a member of the Board of Regents of the University,
serving as its president in 1861-62.

In 1861 Governor Randall was not a candidate for a third term
as Governor, and Harvey was prominently mentioned as the logical
candidate. He was nominated by both the Union Party and the Re-
publican Party and was elected as a Republican over Benjamin
Ferguson by nearly 8,000 votes.

There was a tendency throughout the north to forget partisan
politics for the duration of the war, and it was hoped that the
Union ticket would be supported strongly. However, the election
indicated that partisan politics still persisted and the Democratic
ticket which opposed abolition of slavery at that time polled a very
substantial minority of the votes. In fact, in the southeastern part
of the state they polled a heavy majority.

As Governor

The Legislature of 1862 met during the period prior to Gover-
nor Harvey’s tragic death, and dealt with pertinent internal and
military problems. In addition to authorizing $200,000 in bonds
for military purposes, it sought to clarify some of the problems re-
sulting from the distribution of lands and the stimulation of means
of transportation. This legislature enacted a law providing for
the certification of grade school teachers.

By the time Harvey took office the critical problems of the Civil
War were being felt. Wisconsin had spent $1,656,000 for the war
of which $340,000 was still due. The troops in the field had not
been paid for several months and there was no money to aid the
dependents of such troops. Of the 13 regiments in the field, over
3,000 claimed extra pay for dependents and more than 9,000 men
were still in training.

Former Governor Randall had established the plan for procuring
and supplying troops for the war, and Governor Harvey devoted a
major part of his time to the welfare of these troops. After the
battle of Shiloh at Pittsburgh Landing on April 7, news reached
the state that Wisconsin units had suffered acutely, and Governor
Harvey determined to lead an expedition for their relief. Accom-
panied by 90 boxes of supplies, the party reached Tennessee where
they administered aid to the wounded and ill. As they were prepar-
ing to depart from Savannah on April 19th, in the darkness the
Governor slipped and fell into the river and because of the strong
current, efforts to reach him failed. The body was recovered on
May 3rd, some 60 miles from the accident.

The remains were conveyed to Madison and placed in the assem-
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bly chamber until interment. The Governor was buried in Forest
Hill Cemetery in Madison.

Lieutenant Governor Edward Salomon succeeded to the post of
Governor, and was left the tremendous burden of carrying on the
war effort as the conflict continued and reverses occurred.

His Wife Carries On

Governor Harvey married Cordelia Adelaid Perrine on Novem-
ber 2, 1847; one child, a daughter, born of this union died in in-
fancy. Mrs. Harvey was a remarkable woman, and took a very
active part in the relief of the sick and wounded troops and their
families. Appointed by Acting Governor Salomon as one of the
sanitary agents of the state she was able to visit the sick and ill
troops in the hospitals. She did much to improve the conditions in
the hospitals in the areas near the combat zones. While recuperating
from a serious illness brought on by her contacts with disease and
overwork, she concluded that hospitals should be established in
the North where conditions for recovering were better. Opposed by
military advisers, she nevertheless secured government authority
directly from President Lincoln to establish hospitals in Wisconsin,
and the Harvey Hospital in Madison in the residence of Ex-Governor
Farwell was the first established. Ultimately similar hospitals were
established in Prairie du Chien and Milwaukee. Finally she in-
terested herself in the establishment of a home for soldiers’ orphans
and in 1866 the Harvey Hospital was converted into such an institu-
tion with Mrs. Harvey as the first superintendent. It was discon-
tinued in 1875.

Governor Harvey served as chief executive from January 6 to
April 19, 1862. He had little import on the long-range development
of the state, but his devotion to the troops and his tragic death
while on a mission relating thereto and the tremendous influence
which his wife exerted in behalf of the troops and their families
earned him a place as one of the better known Governors.
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EDWARD SALOMON, 1862-64

Introduction

Governor Salomon was one of five Wisconsin Governors born
abroad. Although Germany provided a large portion of the popula-
tion of this state in its formative years, he was the only German-
born Governor that the state had until Julius Heil became Governor
in 1939. Salomon was born August 11, 1828 in Stroebeck, near
Halberstadt, Prussia, to Christoph and Dorothea (Klussman) Salo-
mon. His father, Christoph, a descendant of generations of farmers,
fought in the Napoleonic Wars and was severely wounded at Water-
loo where he won the iron cross. His mother, Dorothea, was the
daughter of a physician and a member of a family of clergymen and
professional men.

The Governor was educated in the Halberstadt Realschule and
the University of Berlin where he studied mathematics, natural
history and philosophy and received his degree, one of the few early
Governors of Wisconsin to hold a college degree.

He Comes to the United States

In 1848 his brother, Charles Eberhard, fled to America after
participating in the revolution and in October 1849 Edward followed
him, settling in Manitowoec. By 1855 the entire Salomon house-
hold was reunited in Wisconsin. Edward studied English and in
the next 3 years he taught school, served as Manitowoc County
surveyor and deputy clerk of the circuit court in that order. He
became a close friend of Carl Schurz. )

In 1853 he went to Milwaukee to study law in the office of
Edward G. Ryan who was to become one of Wisconsin’s outstanding
jurists, and in 1855 Salomon was admitted to the Supreme Court
bar. He formed a law partnership with Winfield Smith who later
became Attorney General and this partnership continued until 1869.
In 1858 he married Elisa Nebel. They had no children.

In 1857 he was appointed to the Board of Regents of the Uni-
versity, and he was active in combining the land grant college with
the university instead of making it a part of Ripon College as was
proposed. In 1862 the University of Wisconsin granted him an
honorary doctor of law degree.

Acting Governor on Death of Harvey

Salomon was originally a Democrat, perhaps by reason of his
contact with Edward G. Ryan, but he supported Lincoln and the Re-
publicans in 1860. In 1861 the Republican State Convention nomi-
nated L. P. Harvey as Governor, Mr. Salomon as Lieutenant Gover-
nor and James T. Lewis, who was also to become Governor, as Secre-
tary of State. It is alleged that Salomon was selected to attract the
German vote. The Republican ticket won. As we have pointed out,
Governor Harvey died on April 19, 1862 by drowning. His body
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was not, however, recovered until May 3. On April 22 Lieutenant
Governor Salomon issued a proclamation announcing the death of
Governor Harvey and declaring that he was assuming the tasks
of the governorshiz. While it was obvious that there was no Gover-
nor after Mr. Harvey disappeared from sight, it appears that the
lack of a corpus delicti caused Salomon to delay his announcement
that he was assuming the job.

The legislature of 1862 had adjourned on April 7 before the
death of Harvey, with the provision that it would meet again on
June 3. When it reconvened, Acting Governor Salomon, who was
not yet 34 years of age, pointed out to them that a number of bills
which had been passed before the adjournment of April 7th and pre-
sented for approval to the Governor had not been signed by him
and that these bills had not become law. He apparently interpreted
the adjournment of April 7 as being sufficient to invoke the pro-
vision that if the legislature adjourns, bills die unless expressly
approved by the Governor. In recent years, in State ex rel. Sulli-
van v. Dammann 221 Wis. 551, the court held that the pocket veto
goes into effect only after sine die adjournment.

Grave doubt existed as to Salomon’s ability to handle the tre-
mendous task of guiding the state in war, but he surprised his
critics by the vigor and decisiveness with which he carried out
his tasks in the actual situations which arose during his tenure.

The session from June 3 to June 17 was largely concerned with
furthering the war effort which in those days was very largely
in state hands. Transportation of troops, care of the sick and
wounded, providing food and lodging for troops was all part of the
state’s task. In addition, the legislature had to devise means of
raising the needed troops. This legislature also awarded Mrs.
Harvey $2,500 because of the death of her husband.

Governor Salomon called a special session which lasted 16 days
and passed 17 laws. It raised taxes to aid volunteers, enabled sol-
diers to vote at the front and authorized localities to pay bounties
to volunteers for the army. The state was pledged to pay $5 a
month to the families of volunteers.

During the summer of 1862 Governor Salomon had sent arms
and ammunition to the northwestern part of the state to protect the
citizens against possible attack by Indians which had taken place in
Minnesota. While no uprising occurred in Wisconsin, 350 white
people were massacred on their farms and 90 were killed in mili-
tary operations in the uprising of the Sioux Indians in Minnesota.

The first draft was called and in Ozaukee County a group of
armed men destroyed the military rolls, maltreated the draft com-
missioner, demolished his home and injured other citizens. Gov-
ernor Salomon took prompt action to restore peace and enforce the
draft which was obviously unpopular. It must be pointed out that
by the time Salomon became Governor, the novelty of the war was
over and the problem of finding money, troops and help was getting
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more difficult. This show of strength against resistance to the draft
enabled Wisconsin to meet its quota for the army but did nothing
to enhance Salomon’s popularity with the people.

Governor Salomon promptly ordered companies of the 28th Wis-
consin regiment to proceed from Milwaukee to Port Washington
to restore order. As a result, 130 persons were arrested and held
in confinement at Camp Randall in Madison by federal authorities
for several months. Some controversy over the usurpation of au-
thority by the military over civil authority in this case arose, and
an action for false arrest was started against Salomon after he
left the governorship, but nothing ever came of it.

The 1863 Legislature devoted a large part of its time to the
matters of military importance. More funds were voted, the rights
and privileges of the volunteers and their families were more clearly
defined and additional incentives to enter the service were provided.
Not all measures were of great import. One authorized the Gover-
nor to furnish tourniquets to volunteers, another asked for the
promotion of 2 colonels to brigadier generals and another auth-
orized the purchase of battle flags to replace those destroyed in
battle.

Three other Salomon brothers served in the Civil War. They were
Major General Frederick, Brigadier General Eberhardt and Private
Herman Salomon. - One, Eberhardt, in 1859 was elected county en-
gineer at St. Louis over his future commander, Ulysses S. Grant.
A boulder tablet in the courthouse lawn at Manitowoc commemor-
ates the services of the Salomon brothers. '

His Later Life

As 1863 drew to a close and the candidates for state office were
being determined, Salomon desired to serve a term as Governor
in his own right, but he was ignored by the Republican convention
which nominated Lewis, who won the election.

Once more he entered the political ring in Wisconsin when he
sought the U.S. senatorial seat held by Matthew Carpenter in 1869,
but he was unsuccessful. Soon thereafter, in 1869, he moved to
New York City where he entered law practice and became prominent
in German-American circles. In 1882 he sought the post of justice
of the New York Supreme Court, but was unsuccessful.

In 1894 he and his wife moved to Frankfurt am Main in Germany
because of his wife’s health, and she died there in 1899. Governor
Salomon, blind and lonely, continued to live there until his death
April 21, 1909, slightly over 81 years after he had started an event-
ful life in the same country.



JAMES TAYLOR LEWIS
GOVERNOR 1864-1866

Photograph of painting in Executive Suite, State Capitol
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JAMES TAYLOR LEWIS, 1864-66

James Taylor Lewis, the last of the Civil War Governors, held
7 different public offices on his way to the governorship. He lived
" 40 years after he was elected Governor. Only Governor Salomon
lived longer after surrendering the governorship.

Early Life

Governor Lewis was born in Clarendon, Orleans County, New
York on October 30, 1819, the son of Shuball and Eleanor (Robert-
son) Lewis. On his father’s side he descended from a family who
were among the earliest settlers of New England. He attended the
common schools of the community and then went to the academy
at Clarkson and the seminary at Clinton, New York. In 1842 he
began the study of law with Governor Seldon of Clarkson, New York.

In July 1845, when he was 25 years of age, he migrated to Colum-
bus, Wisconsin, where he was admitted to the bar and began the
practice of law. A year later, on July 23, 1846, he married Orlina
Marion Sturgis of Clarendon, New York. They reared 2 sons and
one daughter. Lewis quickly became an active member of the com-
munity and served as district attorney, county probate judge and
a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1847-48 from Colum-
bia County.

In 1852 he was elected to the state assembly for what was then
a one-year term; and in 1853 he was elected to the state senate
for a 2-year term and was a senator when the impeachment trial
of Judge Hubbell was held before that body. In 1853 he was
nominated by the Democrats as Lieutenant Governor on the ticket
with Governor William. Barstow, and they were elected in 1853. In
1855, however, he was succeeded by Arthur MacArthur as the Demo-
cratic candidate for Lieutenant Governor thus losing out on the
famous Barstow-Bashford incident.

The peculiarities of political alignments are well-illustrated by
the events of the next few years. In 1861 Lewis was nominated
by the Union party as Lieutenant Governor after Henry L. Palmer
declined. In the same year Lewis was also nominated by the Re-
publican party as Secretary of State. When the election was finally
held, Lewis was elected Secretary of State by a substantial ma-
jority. Thus in 8 years Lewis won a state-wide office first as a
Democrat and then as a Republican.

He Becomes Governor

In 1863 James T. Lewis was nominated as Governor on the Union
Republican ticket and defeated Henry L. Palmer, the Democrat,
whose place on the Union ticket he had taken just 2 years before.
The party bypassed Governor Salomon who was deeply hurt by
his failure to secure renomination. In winning the governorship,
Lewis carried with him 22 out of 83 senators and 71 out of 100
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assemblymen. As one of his biographers said, ‘“having previously
served as lieutenant governor and secretary of state, he was well
acquainted with the duties of his new office and entered upon it
with ease and vigor.” It is interesting to note that the retiring
Governor Salomon was not present at the inauguration of Lewis
because a snowstorm prevented him and the newly-elected Lieuten-
ant Governor, Attorney General, Bank Comptroller and State Prison
Commissioner from reaching Madison.

The major concern of the state during the administration of
Lewis was the prosecution of the war. To this end the state not
only had to provide troops as required by the federal government,
but also had to supplement their pay, pay them bounties to per-
suade them to enlist, consider the welfare of their dependents and
those who became ill or wounded. By the time Lewis became
Governor the early war fervor was gone and the task of maintaining
the supply of men and the morale of the people was difficult. The
state was permitted by the Constitution to borrow money for such
purposes, and the legislature from time to time authorized loans,
the last of which was paid off in 1943. Lewis is credited with sub-
stantial effort in behalf of the Northern cause in the Civil War.
He was not only active in filling the draft quotas from Wisconsin
but was careful that the quotas were fair for Wisconsin. He did
much for the welfare of the Wisconsin troops in the field. He
visited Wisconsin troops in hospitals and in the field, and secured
the order of the surgeon general for the establishment of hospitals
in this state for the care of wounded Wisconsin troops in co-operation
with the wife of the late Governor Harvey. Lewis was also active
in founding a home for soldiers’ orphans in Madison. He was con-
cerned with the process of returning Wisconsin veterans to their
civilian homes when the war was finally over. He prosecuted claims
against the federal government arising out of the war which re-
turned half a million dollars to the state. His attitude toward the
prosecution of the war is well expressed in this declaration, ‘“he
who is not a faithful friend to the government of his country
in this trying hour is no friend of mine.”” In general he took an
aggressive part in assuring that Wisconsin did its part in the war
effort and that the troops and their families were taken care of
during and after the war.

The 1865 Legislature, the second annual session during Lewis’
term, had 23 Union Republican members and 10 Democrats in the
senate and 69 Union Republican members and 31 Democrats in
the assembly. This session ended April 10, 1865, the day remem-
bered as the day General Lee surrendered. The surrender of Lee
broke the back of the Southern resistance.

It was during the 1865 session of the legislature that the 13th
amendment to the U. S. Constitution abolishing slavery was ratified
by a vote of 26 to 6 in the senate and 71 to 21 in the assembly
with 2 absent. The legislature also proposed to extend suffrage
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to the Negro subject to approval by the people at the general election
in November 1865. The vote at that election defeated the proposal
55,5691 to 46,588.

Wisconsin furnished 96,000 men for the Civil War, of whom
12,216 gave their lives in defense of the Union. By middle 1865
the process of mustering out the troops was well under way and
the state was looking to the postwar period. Lewis refused renomi-
nation and gave way to a war hero, General Lucius Fairchild, as
a candidate for Governor.

After the Governorship

President Lincoln, prior to his assassination on April 14, 1865,
had offered Lewis a diplomatic post, but the latter declined and
returned to his law practice in Columbus. As an attorney and a
gentleman farmer he was financially independent. An LL.D. degree
was conferred on him by Lawrence College and in 1882-83 he toured
the world visiting Europe during the Franco-Prussian War.

Governor Lewis died in Columbus on August 5, 1904 as he
approached his 85th birthday.



LUCIUS FAIRCHILD
GOVERNOR 1866-1872

Photograph of painting in Executive Mansion
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LUCIUS FAIRCHILD, 1866-72

Governor Fairchild was the first of the Civil War heroes to
be elected Governor and also the first man to serve 3 terms in
that high post.

Early Life

Born in the town of Kent, Portage County, Ohio, December 27,
1831, to Jairus Cassius Fairchild and Sally Blair Fairchild, his
‘family moved within a year to Cleveland where the future Gover-
nor spent his childhood. His father, Jairus, served as Wisconsin
State Treasurer from 1848 to 1852 and as the first mayor of Madison,
‘Wisconsin, where the family moved in 1846. He almost became the
party candidate for Governor in both 1851 and 1853.

Young Lucius attended Twinsburg Academy in Ohio and Carroll
College at Waukesha, then named Prairieville. While reading ‘““The
Commerce of the Prairies” during the winter of 1848-49 he became
intrigued with the West and when the California gold rush occur-
red, he joined the migration to the West. In 1858 he returned to
Madison and was elected clerk of the Dane County Circuit- Court.
‘While thus employed he studied law, and in 1861 he was admitted
to the bar. Of this experience he said, ‘“Having been compelled to
study law to some extent, I was admitted to the Bar in January,
1861.”

His Military Career

With the outbreak of the war he enlisted in the Union forces.
He was offered a lieutenant colonelcy by Governor Randall, but
he would accept no rank higher than a captain. The troops, how-
ever, elected him lieutenant colonel. He became a member of the
Iron Brigade and was ultimately commander of its second regi-
ment. He fought at the second Battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Gaines-
ville, Stone Mountain, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, and
finally lost his left arm at Gettysburg.

Fairchild Enters State Politics

Upon returning home to recuperate he was nominated as Secre-
tary of State by the Union Republican Convention in 1863 although
he had theretofore been a Democrat, and he resigned his commis-
sion as brigadier general of the volunteers and captain of the regular
army to run for the post. The Union Republican ticket was suc-
cessful and James Taylor Lewis became Governor and Fairchild
became Secretary of State. It was while Secretary of State that he
married Frances Bull on April 27, 1864. They had 3 daughters.

The end of the Civil War brought a desire for peace which was
reflected in a disinclination to arouse any strong political issues.
Both parties were disposed to honor Civil War heroes so the Union
Republican party in 1865 nominated General Fairchild and the
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Democrats nominated General Harrison C. Hobert for Governor. The
entire state Union Republican ticket won and the party had a ma-
jority of 23 to 10 in the senate and 68 to 32 in the assembly.

The inauguration of Governor Fairchild took place on the eve-
ning of January 1 in the assembly chamber. First, retiring Governor
Lewis read a ‘“valedictory” address and then Governor Fairchild,
having been sworn in, delivered his inaugural address.

Slightly more than 84 years old, Fairchild was one of Wisconsin’s
youngest Governors. He assumed the governorship in a period
when Wisconsin was growing very rapidly. In 1870 it passed the
million mark in population having more than tripled in population
in 20 years. It was during his administration that the land grant
colleges were established under the Morrill Act. Governor Lewis
had urged the Legislature of 1864 to act to take advantage of the
act, but it was not until 2 sessions later under Fairchild in 1866
that steps were taken to establish an agricultural college. In
that year an assembly bill would have made the college a part of the
university and a senate bill would have made it a part of Ripon
College. After some haggling, the assembly bill was passed and
Governor Fairchild signed it on April 12, 1866. Dane County bonded
itself for $40,000 to buy 200 acres of land near the campus for an
experimental farm for the university.

In 1870 the legislature granted the request of the board of regents
for the erection of a “Jadies hall’”’ which ultimately became known
as Chadbourne Hall in honor of President Chadbourne, who had
opposed coeducation back in 1866.

1871 saw the start of the integration of our welfare institutions.
There were 6 separate institutions at that time, each under its
own management. In that year the State Board of Charities and
Reform was created to visit, inspect, study and recommend improve-
ments in the several institutions, one of which, the Northern Hos-
pital for the Insane (Winnebago) was established during Fair-
child’s administration. During Fairchild’s term the Wisconsin
Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters and the Wisconsin Horti-
cultural Society were organized.

He urged an investigation of freight rates and fares, but the
time was not yet ripe for that development. In his last year in
office, the famous Peshtigo fire occurred and he mobilized relief
for the stricken area. It was during his administration that a home
for orphans of veterans supported by the state finally materialized.
It was located about a mile from the Capitol on the shore of Lake
Monona.

The repercussions of the Civil War were evident in certain actions
of the state government at this time. The legislature ratified the
14th amendment to the Constitution of the United States and in-
structed U.S. Senator James R. Doolittle to resign because he sup-
ported President Johnson and had ignored the prior legislature’s.
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admonition to resign. Needless to say, the senator did not comply
with the request.

1868 was the first session of the legislature in which the pay
was $350 for the session plus 10 cents a mile to and from Madison.
Previously the legislators received $2.50 a day. The local paper
said the effect was to shorten the session.

The Capitol was finally completed during Fairchild’s adminis-
tration. An effort to move the capital to Milwaukee was made
but defeated.

In the final year of his third term the legislature finally approved
the amendment to the State Constitution prohibiting a variety of
special or local laws.

Many legislative measures of this period have a familiar ring.
For example, the legislature defeated proposals to abolish the uni-
formity provision in county government, biennial sessions of the
legislature, restoration of capital punishment, a new plan of legis-
lative apportionment, a proposal to revise the Constitution, a plan
for a state board of education, further restraints on the sale of
liquor and changing the debt limitations of municipalities.

His Later Life

In the November election of 1871 Governor Fairchild was not
a candidate, and C. C. Washburn was nominated by the Republicans
and defeated his Democratic opponent, James R. Doolittle, by about
10,000 votes.

Fairchild then spent the next 10 years in the diplomatic service.
He was appointed by President Grant in 1872 as consul to Liver-
pool. In 1878 he became consul general in Paris and in 1880 he
succeeded James Russell Lowell as U.S. Minister to Spain. He
resigned in 1882 to return to Madison so that his children might
be educated in the United States.

He continued his activities, however, when he returned to this
country. In 1883 he acted as president of the International Exposi-
tion of Railway Appliances at Chicago. In 1885 he ran for the
U. S. Senate against John C. Spooner who had been his private
secretary when he was Governor. Although Fairchild was better
known and had party backing, Spooner beat him. About this time
Fairchild was appointed by President Harrison as a commissioner
to settle the Cherokee Indian Affairs in Oklahoma.

Fairchild was active in veterans’ affairs. In 1869 he was vice
commander-in-chief of the G.A.R. In 1884 he was state com-
mander and in 1886 he was national commander of the organization.
In 1893 he was chosen national commander-in-chief of the Military
Order of the Loyal Legion. Governor Fairchild died of grippe, in
Madison, May 23, 1896 after a full and eventful life.



CADWALLADER COLDEN WASHBURN
GOVERNOR 1872-1874

Photograph of painting in State Historical Society
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CADWALLADER COLDEN WASHBURN,
1872-74

Introduction

In the course of 6 years in the 1870’s Wisconsin had 3 Governors
who ran the gamut of economic success. Cadwallader C. Washburn
who was Governor from 1872-74 became a man of great wealth,
William R. Taylor who was Governor from 1874-76 died in poverty
and Harrison Ludington who succeeded him was a wealthy mer-
chant and lumber manufacturer.

Governor Washburn came from a family with an illustrious record
of public service. His ancestors came to Massachusetts in the early
1630’s, and both his grandfathers fought in the Revélutionary War.
He was one of 10 children and of the 7 boys in the family Cad-
wallader and 2 brothers were members of the U. S. House of Repre-
sentatives from Wisconsin, Maine and Illinois at the same time,
a fourth brother was later elected to Congress. Two of the brothers
became Governors and one was a candidate for the presidency.

Early Life

Governor Washburn was born in Maine, April 22, 1818, to
Israel and Martha (Benjamin) Washburn. The family of 7 boys
and 3 girls was reared in a rural home near Livermore, Maine, where
the father, who lived to be 92, was a storekeeper and farmer.

Cadwallader received his early education in the common school
and then attended an advanced private school at Livermore. He
then studied the classics under the guidance of an uncle. Although
he was interested in entering West Point, he did not secure an
appointment and had no interest in an advanced education.

After clerking in a store at Hallowell, Maine, and teaching at
Wiscasset, in 1839 when he was 21 he started west with the inten-
tion of settling in some community along the Mississippi River.
He stopped long enough to organize and teach a private school at
Davenport, Iowa, for 3 months and then worked for a few months
in a geological survey party in the lead mine region of Wisconsin.
He ultimately became county surveyor of Rock Island County, Illi-
nois. While working in this capacity he studied law under Joseph
B. Wells, an old friend from Maine. In 1842 he was admitted to the
‘Wisconsin bar. .

‘Washburn then opened a law office in Mineral Point. His brother,
Elihu, was practicing law in nearby Galena, Illinois. Soon there-
after he and Cyrus Woodman who was an agent for the New Eng-
land Land Company formed a partnership and in 1852 they opened
a bank at Mineral Point. In 1855 they dissolved their partnership
and liquidated the bank. By this time Washburn, having acquired
property and timber valued at half a million dollars in the trans-
action, was considered wealthy and had reached such prominence
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that in 1852 Governor Farwell asked him to help draft the state
banking law.

On January 1, 1849, while building up his business in Mineral
Point he married Jeanette Garr, the daughter of a New York City
lawyer. They had 2 daughters. Unfortunately his wife, in 1852,
developed a mental condition from which she did not recover al-
though she lived until 1909.

First Political Office

In 1854 he was elected to Congress from the second district in
southwestern Wisconsin and served with his brothers, Elihu from
Illinois, and Israel from Maine. After serving for 3 terms he de-
clined to run again and sought the Republican nomination for U. S.
Senator but was defeated by Timothy Howe. He had meanwhile
moved to La Crosse.

In 1861 when the Civil War was declared, he raised the second
regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers and was commissioned a colonel.
He fought in the campaigns of Texas and Tennessee and participated
in the siege at Vicksburg. In 1865 he was commander of the division
of Western Tennessee and resigned with the rank of major general.

Upon his return to ecivilian life he ran for Congress from the
6th district and served from 1867 to 1871 when he was replaced
by another future Governor, Jeremiah Rusk.

Washburn As Governor

In 1871 Governor Fairchild was completing his third term as
Governor, and as a Civil War general of independent means Wash-
burn was a logical successor. At the state convention Washburn
was nominated over William E. Smith who was subsequently to be-
come the Governor of the state. Washburn won the election 78,301
to 68,910 from James R. Doolittle, the Democratic candidate. It
is interesting to note that on January 1, 1872, when the inauguration
took place, the inaugural party drove from the residence of the
Governor-elect to the Capitol by sleigh.

Tor a man of substantial means who was to become very rich
and an outstanding philanthropist, Washburn’s attitude toward poli-
tical issues was strange. Although a part owner of a railroad, he
blamed much of the graft and corruption in the federal government
on the influence of the railroads. He advocated federal ownership
of the telegraph system and opposed railway passes. He was op-
posed to imperialism and fought against the purchase of Alaska
and the Danish West Indies.

His term as Governor marked the first legislative session in which
certain private and local laws were prohibited, and many questions
arose as to the scope of the restricted legislative authority. A new
reapportionment of congressional seats was enacted. One of the
most highly debated measures was the Graham law which required
a bond of $2,000 for every liquor licensee, made him liable in a
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civil action for various things resulting from the use of liquor and
made the penalty for drunkenness very severe. The Supreme Court
membership was raised to 5. Another law authorized cities and
villages to establish public libraries. Among the unsuccessful
measures was an attempt to establish biennial legislative sessions.
The Geological Survey was created and the elective prison commis-
sioner was replaced by a warden appointed by the Governor with
the consent of the Senate. Although the first session was marked
by strong partisan feeling, the second session was one of the most
harmonious in the history of the state. It lasted just 22 days. In
the second session Washburn vetoed a bill authorizing the St. Paul
Railroad to erect a bridge over the Mississippi, and this made
Alexander Mitchell, president of the railroad, particularly anxious
to defeat Washburn.

‘Washburn was the unanimous choice of the Republican Union
Convention in August 1878, but when the votes were counted in
November he had gone down to defeat before the Granger Gover-
nor, William R. Taylor, by a vote of 81,599 to 66,224. Taylor car-
ried all the Democratic state officers with him and for the first time
since 1856 the Republicans had lost control. The depression of 1873,
the rising demand of the Grangers for railroad reform and the
alienation of the great railroad developer, Alexander Mitchell, led
to Washburn’s defeat.

His Later Life

Washburn had made an unsuccessful attempt to become U. S.
Senator in 1869 and now again, after losing the first time he tried
again unsuccessfully in 1875 to get the nomination for U. S. Senator.

Thereafter he returned to his business interests which had ex-
panded from land development into lumbering and into flour milling.
Washburn was a leader in the development of the ‘Washburn-Crosby
mills at Minneapolis. Between 1870 and 1880 various inventions
improved the milling process with the result that this venture be-
came extremely profitable.

As a philanthropist he gave the Washburn Observatory to the
university, a $50,000 public library to the city of La Crosse, an
orphan asylum to Minneapolis and his home in Madison, called
Edgewood, to the Dominican Sisters as a school for girls.

He was active in the State Historical Society and was its president
for several years. In 1873 the university conferred an honorary
doctor of law degree on him, and in 1879 the legislature made him
a university regent for life.

Governor Wasburn suffered a paralytic stroke in 1881 and died
in Eureka Springs, Arkansas, May 14, 1882. This ended the life
of the man who was probably the wealthiest Governor the state
ever had.



WILLIAM ROBERT TAYLOR
GOVERNOR 1874-1876
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WILLIAM ROBERT TAYLOR, 1874-76

Governor Taylor was called the granger Governor because of his
deep interest in the granger movement and the part that movement
played in electing him Governor.

Early Life

Many of our Governors succeeded in the face of adversity, but
none had a more disheartening start than William R. Taylor. Born
July 10, 1818, in Woodbury, Connecticut, his mother died when he
was 3 weeks old, and his father was lost at sea when he was 6.
Neighbors took him to Jefferson County, New York, where he was
reared in harsh and drab surroundings. He secured little education
until he was 16 years of age. Then earning money chopping wood
and working as a harvest hand, he managed to put himself through
the country school.

He was admitted to Union College in Schenectady but was unable
to attend. Finally in 1840 he went to Elyria, Ohio, where he joined
a class of 45 young men who were preparing to teach. He soon
accepted a teaching post at La Porte, Ohio, where 3 of his predeces-
sors had failed to control the rebellious students. By the third
term he had reformed the school to such an extent that it was the
honor school of the county. In 1842 he married Catherine Hurd
and to this union 3 daughters were born. In 1866 he married Mrs.
Viola (Lee) Titus, a Madison widow.

In 1845-46 for a short time he read medicine in Cleveland and
attended a course of lectures and clinical instruction at a Cleveland
medical college. In 1848, however, he came west with a 4-horse
team and a wagonload of goods for trading and settled at Cottage
Grove in Dane County. Here he developed a farm, working in a
lumber camp during the winter and spring.

Taylor became a solid citizen of his community. He was presi-
dent of the Dane County Agricultural Society for 7 years and
twice president of the Wisconsin State Agricultural Society. He
spoke frequently at county fairs and became well known to farmers
throughout the state.

He received his political training in the grass roots. He was
chairman of his town and therefore a member of the Dane County
Board of which he was elected chairman twice. He was . county
superintendent of schools and served for 17 years as county
superintendent of the poor. He also served as deputy collector of
internal revenue. From 1860-74 he was a trustee of the State Hos-
pital for the Insane at Mendota. He served in the assembly in 1854
and in the senate in 1859 and 1860. Although a Democrat, he
favored the North in the Civil War.

Governor Washburn had antagonized the German element of the
state by seeking to regulate saloons and Wisconsin’s giant broker
and railroad magnate, Alexander Mitchell, and thus the Democrats
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felt that they had a chance to win the governorship. They organized
the Liberal Reform Democratic Convention which nominated Taylor
for Governor. This coalition contained members of the Grange
who opposed liquor traffic, the brewery and liquor interests who
opposed Washburn, the railroad interests who opposed Washburn
and the Democrats. Taylor defeated Washburn by 15,000 votes,
81,599 to 66,224, becoming the first Democrat in 16 years to be-
come Governor.

The Taylor Administration

Taylor as Governor set an example of frugality. He paid his
own inauguration expenses, refused free railroad passes and free
telegrams, drastically reduced appropriations, taxes and the num-
ber of state employes, took a printing claim to the State Supreme
Court and thereby saved the state $100,000 and reorganized the
agencies in charge of state railroad and timber lands and added
more than $60,000 in penalties to the trespass fund. His budget
was less than that of any of his predecessors, partly due, of course,
to the depression of 1873.

He was noted for the excellence and nonpartisan character of
his appointments. Two outstanding examples were those of Edward
G. Ryan to the Supreme Court and W. E. Smith as State Prison
Commissioner. )

One interesting note was that the legislature of 1875 created the
union free high school which has endured through the years and
provided that the state pay one-half the costs but not more than
$250. Taylor proposed and the legislature of 1875 enacted a law
making railroads liable for damages incurred by employes through
the negligence of fellow employes. The enactment of the Potter
law was probably the high point in the administration of Taylor.
Various proposals to regulate the railroads were made in that ses-
sion. One bill would have frozen rates at the 1872 level except
by specific authority to change from the Railroad Commission. It
passed the assembly but the senate, controlled by the railroads,
substituted the drastic Potter bill for it on the theory that it could
never pass. It provided a schedule of rates lower than that then
in effect. Rather than do nothing, the legislature accepted the Pot-
ter proposal and the railroads tricked themselves into a more dras-
tic law.

Other railroad legislation prohibited unreasonable discrimination,
the consolidation of parallel or competing lines and the famous
antipass law of Assemblyman Hall which resulted in a plaque
being erected to the latter on the wall of the assembly.

The railroads were advised by the eastern attorneys that the
Potter law was probably invalid so the Northwestern and the Mil-
waukee Roads advised the Governor that they proposed to ignore
it. Taylor thereupon issued the following statement regarding the
law of the land. ‘“While none are so weak as to be without its pro-
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tection, none are so strong as to be above its restraints . . . It is
the right of all to test its validity through #he constitutional chan-
nels, but with that right is coupled the duty of yielding a general
obedience to its requirements until it has been pronounced invalid
by competent authority.” A court case resulted and the Supreme
Court of both the state and United States upheld the law. The 180-
page decision of the Wisconsin court, written by Judge Edward G.
Ryan, is considered one of the masterpieces of Wisconsin legal
literature.

The depression of 1873 caused the railroads to reduce wages
and lay off men. They made no efforts to expand or improve their
lines after the Potter law was enacted. All this was blamed on
the Potter law and led to its repeal. While Taylor was Governor,
Latham Sholes invented the typewriter, John Appleby perfected the
twine binder and Oshkosh was destroyed by fire.

In the election of 1875 Taylor’s opponent was Ludingten who
defeated him by a vote of 85,164 to 84,374, less than 800 votes.

Taylor Returns to His Farm

Taylor retired to his farm after his defeat as Governor and held
no other political office. Unfortunate investments impoverished him,
and he went to live at the Gisholt Home for the Aged in Dane
County where he died March 17, 1909. He was buried in an un-
marked grave in Forest Hill Cemetery in Madison. In 1915 the
legislature appropriated a fund for a monument at his grave.



HARRISON LUDINGTON
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HARRISON LUDINGTON, 1876-78

Introduction

Harrison Ludington, one of two Governors in the period between
the end of the Civil War and the governorship of Robert M. La
Follette who had not served in the Civil War, came to the gov-
ernorship with a majority of less than 800 votes in a campaign
which saw all of the Republican administrative officers except him
go down to defeat. No administration which the passage of time
has permitted to be evaluated objectively contributed less to the
pioneering governmental processes of the state than that of Lud-
ington.

Early Life

Governor Ludington was born in Kent, New York, July 30, 1812,
the son of Frederick and Susannah (Griffith) Ludington. He was
the scion of a colonial family. His grandfather, Colonel Henry
Ludington, made an enviable record as an officer in the American
revolution. His father was a businessman in Ludingville, Putnam
County, New York. Harrison had what was considered a good
common school education, after which he clerked in a store.

In 1838 he went west to Milwaukee where he and a relative,
either an uncle or brother, bought out Solomon Juneau’s.general
merchandising business. He conducted this rapidly growing busi-
ness until 1851. Meanwhile he and 2 brothers entered the lumber
business in 1842 and in 1851 an organization was created to engage
in lumbering in the northeastern part of the state. It is said that
during the next 40 years he was one of the world’s leading lumber
manufacturers if not the leading one. At one time the mills of
this organization alone produced 40 million board feet of lumber
a year. _

It is said that, as a merchant,'he bought the first wagonload of
wheat hauled to Milwaukee and that he himself carried it, sack by
sack, to' the upper floor of his warehouse. He was described as
sagacious, industrious and honest.

As one of the leading merchants of Milwaukee and a rising manu-
facturer, Ludington took an active ‘part in the development of Mil-
waukee. When it became.apparent- that a canal from Milwaukee
to the West would never materialize; he and other leaders began to
advocate a railroad and a plank road. In 1844+he served on a com-
mittee to raise $2,000 to construct a plank road from Milwaukee
to Waukesha. Few persons still alive have ever seen such a road,
but in the early days many were built in the southeastern part of
the state by laying 8 or 9 foot planks tightly across oak timbers.
Although they were hard on horses and almost impossible for oxen
to walk on, they were the only k‘nown way to create a traversable
road. On one such road it is alleged that the weekly toll reached
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$1,300 a week. Yet ultimately they degenerated due to lack of
repair and improved methods of road construction.

Political Activities

Ludington served 2 one-year terms as an alderman of Milwau-
kee and then was elected mayor in 1871, 1873, 1874 and 1875.
He did not run in 1872. He was defeated for the post in 1882. He
was one of the last of the so-called pioneer mayors who had risen
with the community. He was elected on the Citizens’ ticket which
drew its support from the businessmen and property owners who sup-
ported him because they felt that as a major property owner he was
the best assurance of low taxes.

The principles he espoused as mayor were reflected later in
his term as Governor. He felt that business and manufacturing
must be promoted and that oppressive taxes were the only thing
which could retard progress. Yet between 1870 and 1874 the mill
rate in Milwaukee rose from $21.22 per $1,000 of valuation to $28.43.

in 1876 Taylor, the Democrat, was seeking re-election and the
Republicans sought a new name as their candidate. Ludington’s
4 terms as mayor of Milwaukee and his large acquaintanceship
around the state by reason of his mercantile activities and lumber
interests pointed to him as a likely candidate and he was nominated.
He defeated Taylor by less than 800 votes and was the only Re-
publican state-wide officer elected.

Ludington, it was alleged, was always regarded as having the
financial solidity of the Bank of England. He had built a reputation
as being liberal with his own funds and having a philanthropic
spirit. He built a great following among the German element of
Milwaukee as mayor because he delayed the enforcement of the
Graham law which required that each person acquiring a liquor
license must furnish a bond of $2,000, provided for civil damages
from tavern owners for a variety of causes arising out of drinking
and provided a heavy penalty for drunkenness.

1876 was the centennial celebration of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence yet no native-born Governor had ever been elected in
this state and only 2 assemblymen and 3 senators were born in Wis-
consin. Forty-eight of the 133 members of the legislature were
foreign-born, and many were Civil War veterans.

Although Ludington left the legislature largely to its own de-
vices, it is apparent that he supported their actions in undoing most
of what Taylor had accomplished. They repealed the Potter law
permitting the fixing of railroad rates and created a single railroad
commissioner instead of a board. This man could not fix rates
but he could prohibit discrimination and unreasonable rate charges.
The original antipass law was repealed only to rise again later.
The State Board of Health was created during his administration
and a revision of the statutes was made in 1878. He was active
in securing a $20,000 legislative appropriation to assure that Wis-
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consin would be properly represented at the centennial celebration
in Philadelphia. )

It must be recalled that the depression of 1873 had not yet with-
ered away and Ludington’s insistence on strict economy in govern-
ment was a popular and pragmatic policy.

As Ludington’s term ended serious doubts arose regarding his
renomination. The young Republicans of Milwaukee under the ris-
ing Henry C. Payne threatened to revolt if he was renominated,
so he declined renomination. In 1880 he sought the nomination
again, but the incumbent defeated him in the Republican Conven-
tion by a vote of 170 to 85.

Ludington returned to his private business in 1879 after his
term expired. He died June 17, 1891 at the age of 79 and was
buried in Milwaukee.

He was married March 25, 1838, the year he came to Milwau-
kee, to Frances White of Louisville, Kentucky. They had 2 sons
and 4 daughters. In 1875 he married a second time to Mrs. E. M.
Tobey. When he died, he had 22 grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. It was said of him that his administration as Governor
presents no results which make a political parallel to his noteworthy
achievement in the industrial fields.



WILLIAM E. SMITH
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WILLIAM E. SMITH, 1878-82
Early Life

William E. Smith was the third Governor of Wisconsin to be born
abroad and the second to be born in Scotland. He was born June 18,
1824, near Inverness, Scotland, to Alexander and Sarah (Grant)
Smith. His father was the manager of a large estate. William E.
attended the common schools of the community and at the age of
10 won a prize for proficiency in the classics.

In 1835 the Smith family migrated to America and remained in
New York City while the father pushed on to claim land in Michigan.
The following year the family moved to a quarter section of land
on which the father had erected a log cabin about 30 miles north:
of Detroit in Oakland County. Here William E. lived for 6 years
helping to clear the land, farm, attending school and participating in
the village debating club.

He Launches a Business Career

When he was 17, the future Governor was offered a position as
a clerk in a local store. The village library was connected with
the store and William spent many of his leisure hours there. It is
alleged that he read every book in the library, and acquired a well-
grounded understanding of the current political and economic
issues. In 1846, when he was 21, he was offered and accepted a
position with Lord and Taylor, a leading mercantile establishment
in New York City. Within a year he was offered and accepted a
post with the leading wholesale firm of Ira Smith and Company
of the same city. A year later he was sent west to take charge
bf the company’s interests in the Middle West.
+ In 1849 he was offered a partnership in a mercantile firm in
Fox Lake, Wisconsin, with the son of Ira Smith, and although Fox
Lake was only a community of 200, Smith accepted the offer. He
married his childhood sweetheart, Mary Booth, and moved to Fox
Lake where he developed a prosperous business and took an active
part in the community life. He was instrumental in establishing
the first church in Fox Lake, an academy, a ladies seminary, a
lyceum or debating club and a bank of which he became president.
Two sons and two daughters were born to the Smiths.

His Political Career Begins

Governor Smith had barely settled in Fox Lake when he was
elected to the state legislature as a Whig assemblyman to serve in
the 1850 session. His first speech on the floor of the assembly was
devoted to capital punishment. In 1850 he refused renomination
because crop failures suggested that he devote himself to his busi-
ness interests. '

Living within a short distance of Ripon, he participated in the
founding of the Republican Party in 1854, and in 1857 he was
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elected to the state senate as a Republican. In that organization
he was chairman of several important committees, including the
Committee on Education. In 1858 he was appointed to the State
Board of Normal School Regents, a post he held for 18 years until
1878. In 1863 he was elected to the state senate a second time
serving in the 1864 and 1865 sessions during which he rendered
valuable service on the Finance Committee.

In 1865 Smith was nominated on the Union Republican ticket
as State Treasurer and was elected along with Governor Fairchild.
In 1867 he was renominated by acclamation. He was not renominat-
ed in 1869 so left office in 1870. He then took a ¢-month tour of
Europe, visiting historic places and observing the governments in
operation. In 1870 he was elected to the assembly again from Fox
Lake and was named speaker by the 1871 session at the close of
which he received the heartfelt thanks of both parties.

In 1872 the future Governor moved to Milwaukee where he
established a wholesale grocery house in partnership with J. A.
Roundy and Sidney Sauxhaust. The next year, 1873, he was ap-
pointed to a 4-year term as one of the directors of the State Prison.
By 1875 he was also trustee of the Wisconsin Female College at
Fox Lake, trustee of Wayland University at Beaver Dam, trustee
of the Milwaukee Female College, trustee of Chicago University,
trustee of Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, vice presi-
dent of the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce and vice president of
the National Board of Trade. In 1871 he was considered as the Re-
publican candidate for Governor, but Jost the nomination to C. C.
Washburn who was then elected. :

Smith Becomes Governor

In 1875 there was some enthusiasm to nominate Smith for Gov-
ernor on the Republican ticket, but he withdrew from consideration
in the interests of convention harmony, and Ludington, another
Milwaukee merchant, was selected. In 1877, however, he won the
nomination of the Republican Party and went on to win the election
in a 8-way race against Democratic and Greenback opponents. It
was the first time in the history of the state in which a winning
candidate had only a plurality of the votes. It was in the 1877
campaign that the younger Republicans of Milwaukee under the
leadership of Henry C. Payne prevented the nomination of Luding-
ton and secured it for Smith. In 1879 he was renominated and he
received an absolute majority of the total votes cast in the Novem-
ber general election.

The 1877 campaign involved the Greenback issue. The Democratic
and Greenback candidates favored paper money, but Smith came
out strongly for sound money. The election indicated that most
people favored the Greenbacks, but the split between the Demo-
crats and Greenbackers enabled Smith to win. It is interesting
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to note that Edward P. Allis, the Milwaukee manufacturer, was the
Greenback candidate.

In 1879 the Democrats sought to nominate Alexander Mitchell
for Governor and when he refused, they selected a Milwaukee at-
torney, James G. Jenkins, but Smith defeated him. It is conceded
by Smith’s contemporaries that his 2 terms as Governor were un-
eventful. The railroads and the lumber industry were both boom-
ing. An effort to revive prohibition was begun. The Legislature of
1879 passed a law prohibiting the adulteration of milk and milk
products which, one author writes “may be said to mark the advent
of the cow into Wisconsin politics.” When the sawmill hands in Eau
Claire struck and became riotous Governor Smith sent the militia
to preserve order.

His Later Life

In 1882, at the expiration of his second term, Governor Smith
returned to Milwaukee and resumed his business activities which
were largely concerned with the wholesale grocery business. His
many civic activities have been cited earlier.

While serving as chairman of the relief committee formed after
the great Newhall House fire he caught cold, developed pneumonia
and died on February 13, 1883. He was buried in Milwaukee.
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JEREMIAH McLAIN RUSK, 1882-89

Governor Jeremiah Rusk has the distinction of serving as Gover-
nor longer than any other person in the history of the state. Prior
to 1883 there were annual elections of assemblymen and the Gover-
nor was elected in odd years. During his first term this process
was changed, the elections were held in even years and the officers
took office in the odd years. By law the legislature extended his
first term to 1885 so he served 7 years although he, like several
other Governors, had but 8 terms.

His Early Life

Rusk was born in a log cabin on a farm in the town of Deer-
field, Morgan County, Ohio, June 17, 1830, the youngest of 10
children of Daniel Rusk and Jane Faulkner Rusk. Both his parents
were native Americans of Scotch-Irish descent. He grew up on a
farm and managed it for his mother after he was 16 years old,
because of the death of his father. He left school early after hav-
ing knocked down a teacher in the defense of a partially deaf
brother. He became known for his strength, his ability as a
farmer and his skill as a horseman. To supplement the farm in-
come he drove a stagecoach, was a foreman on a railroad crew and
operated a cooperage. In 1849 he married Mary Martin.

In 1853 he migrated with his wife and 2 infant children, a son
and a daughter, by covered wagon to a place near Viroqua in what
was then Bad Ax County where he set up a tavern and ran a stage-
coach line. In connection with the latter, he acquired a contract to
haul mail. In 1855 as the result of the capture of a fugitive horse
thief he was elected sheriff of the county. In January 1856 his
first wife died and in December 1856 he married Elizabeth M. John-
son who died in Viroqua on August 19, 1919. In 1857 he was
elected coroner.

He Seeks State Office

In 1861 he was chosen to represent the county in the state as-
sembly as a Republican. It was during that term that Bad Ax
County was renamed Vernon County.

After the legislative session of 1861 he recruited a volunteer
regiment of infantry which he commanded with the rank of major,
having turned down a colonelcy. He came out of the army with
the rank of Brevet Brigadier General for gallantry in action at the
Battle of Salkehatchie River in February 1865.

In 1865 he was elected State Bank Comptroller for a 2-year
term, and in 1867 he was re-elected and served until the office was
abolished in 1870. He then served 3 consecutive terms in Congress,
from the 6th Wisconsin district. He returned to the management
of his farm for the next 4 years although he by no means ignored
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public affairs. He and W. F. Lindeman organized the Bank of Viro-
qua and he was instrumental in securing a branch line of the Mil-
waukee and St. Paul Railroad for Viroqua.

In 1881 President James Garfield whom he had known in Ohio
appointed him as minister to Paraguay and Uruguay, and his ap-
pointment was confirmed unanimously by the U.S. senate, but he
declined the honor. He was then offered the post of minister to
Denmark and the position of chief of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing in Washington, but he declined them both.

He Became Governor

In 1881 he won the nomination as Governor on the Republican
ticket and was elected to the first of his 3 terms, defeating his
Democratic opponent 81,754 to 69,797. He was re-elected in 1884
and 1886. In the 1880’s a new political group appeared on the
scene, the Prohibitionists. Active since the beginning of statehood,
those who favored prohibition had secured the approval of a ref-
erendum and a bill to make the state dry, but nothing was done
about the referendum and the bill was vetoed. By the time that
Rusk first ran for Governor, the Prohibitionists had placed their
own candidate in the race, and although Prohibition candidates ran
third, the major parties were forced to recognize the issue of the
control of the sale of intoxicants.

As we have pointed out it was during Rusk’s administration
that the Constitution was amended to provide for the election of
legislators and state officers in even-numbered years and to sub-
stitute biennial legislative sessions for annual sessions. The pay
for legislators was also changed from $350 a year to $500 a session.
They were also granted 10 cents a mile to Madison at the beginning
of the session and back home at the end of the session. This was
the legislators’ salary until 1929 when the compensation was in-
creased to $100 a month.

Rusk sold his own residence to the state for $20,000 and it re-
mained the executive mansion until after 1950 when the present
mansion in Maple Bluff was purchased.

Two outstanding incidents in the Rusk administration deserve
attention. In 1882 when the Chicago, Portage and Superior Rail-
way failed, about 1,700 workers on a construction crew were left
stranded near Superior Junction. When they became agitated,
property owners asked the Governor to call out the militia. Rusk
retorted “Those men need bread, not bullets’” and he sent them sup-
plies. On the other hand in 1886 when some 15,000 men in Mil-
waukee rioted in their efforts to secure an 8-hour day, Rusk did
call out the militia which quelled the riot with the loss of some
half dozen lives. The riotous nature of the incident and Rusk’s
courage in calling out the militia to end it caused him to become
a hero because of his interference. When he was commended for
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his prompt action in quelling the riot, he is alleged to have made
the now famous comment “I seen my duty and I done it.”

It was in 1885 during Rusk’s administration that a young teacher,
Bernard J. Cigrand, first observed June 14 to commemorate the
birthday of the American flag at Waubeka in Ozaukee County.

His Later Life

Rusk had been Wisconsin’s choice for the Republican nomination
for president in 1888, but Benjamin Harrison won. In 1889 Harri-
son appointed Rusk as the first Secretary of Agriculture, although
Rusk’s friends had sought the position of Secretary of War for him.
Rusk served until Harrison’s defeat of 1892 when he returned to
his farm near Viroqua. As Secretary of Agriculture he organized
the department in an effective manner and persuaded various for-
eign countries to remove their restrictions on the importation of
U. S. livestock and meat.

On November 21, 1893, he died in Viroqua and was buried there
where his grave is marked by a handsome obelisk 33 feet tall
dedicated in 1895. Former President Harrison attended the rites.
In 1905 the name of Gates County was changed to Rusk County in
honor of Governor Rusk.

Rusk was a large man weighing nearly 250 pounds. He had a
full crop of long wavy hair and wore a beard. He was uneducated
and uncouth, a man who spoke his mind and one who acted promptly’
and decisively when he had made up his mind. He was a hearty per-
son who was a good mixer. To his intimates he was known as
“Uncle Jerry.”
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WILLIAM DEMPSTER HOARD, 1889-91

His Early Life

William Dempster Hoard was born October 10, 1836 in the town
of Munnsville, Madison County, New York, the oldest of 4 children
of William Bradford Hoard and Sarah Katherine White Hoard. His
family had been in America since the middle 17th century. By
1800 his immediate ancestors had moved west from Massachusetts
to New York where he was born.

_His father was for many years a circuit riding minister. Hoard
lived next to his paternal grandfather who was a prosperous farmer.
In addition to absorbing an understanding of and deep permanent
regard for agriculture from his grandfather, he worked for Water-
man Simons, a successful dairyman, from whom he acquired a wealth
of knowledge about dairy cattle and the manufacture of both butter
and cheese. Hoard’s formal education, which was confined to a
log school in the neighborhood where he lived, ended when he was
14 years of age.

In 1857, when William Hoard was 21 years of age, he left New
York state for the West, ultimately stopping in Oak Grove, Wis-
consin, some 15 miles north of Watertown where he lived with a
cousin who was a prosperous farmer. Hoard’s trail followed that of
literally thousands of Wisconsin pioneers of that period. Farming
in Wisconsin in the 1850’s meant wheat raising instead of dairying,
and young Hoard who had hoped to use the knowledge of dairying
he had acquired in New York did not quickly get the opportunity.

His first job was wood chopping. Forced to search for other
income, he hit upon conducting a singing school similar to the one
in which he had participated in New York. Gradually he established
a series of such schools until he had a weekly circuit throughout
the winter which provided him with a livelihood. In 1859 he became
a traveling salesman for a Waupun pump manufacturer. In the
fall of 1860 he married the daughter of William D. Bragg of Lake
Mills and went to live in her home.

An ardent supporter of Lincoln and a strong partisan of the issues
of the day, Hoard enlisted in the Union Army on May 21, 1861, the
first man in Lake Mills to volunteer. Early in 1863 his regiment
embarked from Newport News for New Orleans to take part in the
capture of that city. Participating in the pursuit of General Lovell’s
Confederate forces north of New Orleans, Hoard, along with many
others, became ill and was given up as dying. Although deathly ill
he succeeded in getting his release from the army, secured passage
on a merchant vessel, was carried aboard and sailed for New York.
The clear salt air invigorated him, and he recuperated to such an
extent that when the ship reached New York he was able to proceed
to his parents’ home unassisted. Here he was greeted with great
surprise because it had been reported that he had died in New
Orleans. When he had fully recovered, he re-enlisted and served
until the middle of 1865 when he was discharged after a long but
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unspectacular tour of duty.

After the war he moved his family to Columbus. The growing of
hops had become popular. Hoard decided to try it because he had
become familiar with its culture in New York. When the high pro-
duction deflated the price from 50 cents to 3 cents a pound, Hoard
lost his savings and the money he had borrowed. Although 20
years elapsed before he got out of debt, he repaid every cent with
interest compounded. ¢

He Starts His First Newspaper

After selling washing machines and musical instruments with
little success, he established a weekly newspaper, the Jefferson
County Union, in Lake Mills. Thus at 33, Hoard finally found the
work which was to become his medium to success. Unlike the pub-
lishers of most country papers, Hoard sought to extend the cir-
culation of his paper beyond his own community and to include news
of the surrounding places. In May of 1873 he moved his paper to
Fort Atkinson, from which his subsequent operations emanated.
Having long been an advocate of dairy farming in particular and
scientific farming in general, from the very first edition Hoard
used his paper to urge farm improvement although he was long
ridiculed as a book farmer and a theorist. Out of this start at
farm editing grew first a column in his paper and ultimately the
magazine, Hoard’s Dairyman, which first appeared as a 4-page sep-
arate publication in 1885.

Hoard’s first political venture was while a struggling newspaper-
man in Lake Mills when his friends elected him justice of the peace.
In 1872 he was appointed sergeant at arms of the state senate.
In 1880 he was a delegate to the Republican National Convention
in Chicago which nominated Garfield whom Hoard supported in
his paper.

He Becomes Governor

Hoard’s great advocacy of dairy farming through his paper and
later through Hoard’s Dairyman and his flair at public speaking
caused his name to become increasingly well-known. It is alleged
that Horace Rublee, editor of the Milwaukee Sentinel, who felt that
the Republican Party needed a new candidate, first proposed
Hoard’s name without the latter’s knowledge in an editorial on
May 26, 1888. After some hesitancy, Hoard became a candidate,
and proceeded to organize a convention delegation in each county.
When the state nominating convention was held, he was nominated
on the first ballot. Dubbed the ‘“cow candidate” by his opponents,
Hoard turned the phrase to his advantage, and was often greeted
by his followers with the ringing of cowbells. He won the election
by 20,000 votes over James Morgan, a Milwaukee merchant, who
was the candidate of the Democratic Party.

In his first message to the legislature, Hoard emphasized the
importance of dairy farming, and his administration suggested his
interest in this field. The legislature created the Dairy and Food
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Commission to enforce the prohibition against the imitation and
adulteration of milk, butter and cheese. A law was also enacted
establishing the minimum butterfat content of milk.

Probably the most significant piece of legislation historically en-
acted during the Hoard administration was the Bennett law. It not
only required that certain subjects be taught in English, but that
all youngsters between the ages of 7 and 14 attend some school
regularly for 12 weeks each year, that children under 13 be pro-
hibited from working without an emergency permit from the county
judge and that pupils must attend school in the district of resi-
dence. There was violent and immediate objection to its provisions.

1890 was a year in which the political fortunes of the Democrats
were rising throughout the nation. Thus Peck, the Democratic can-
didate, polled 160,000 votes to Hoard’s 132,000, and the latter
was retired.

Rise to Eminence as a Publisher
and Advocate of Dairy Farming

Hoard returned to his first love, the newspaper world. His in-
terest in politics continued and he supported Robert M. La Follette
personally and through his paper until La Follette insisted on
nominating Irvine L. Lenroot for Governor instead of renominating
James Davidson, who had appointed Hoard to the Board of Regents
of the University of Wisconsin in 1906.

Hoard’s outstanding contribution to the greatness of Wisconsin
was, however, associated with his strong advocacy of dairy farming.
He not only was a great student of the subject but was a leader in
the evolution of Wisconsin as a dairying state. He was a strong
advocate of the single-purpose dairy cow, the development of alfalfa
as hay, the use of fertilizer, the use of the silo, the Babcock butter-
fat test and the tuberculin test for cattle. He also urged scientific
farming and reliance on the assistance of the research facilities of
the university. He lived in the era of many of the university’s
pioneer agricultural leaders with whom he was intimately acquainted.

Hoard founded the Jefferson County Dairymen’s Association in
1871 and was the first secretary of the Wisconsin Dairymen’s Asso-
ciation in 1872. He was instrumental in organizing the North-
western Dairymen’s Association, the Farmers National Congress and
the National Dairy Union, of which he was the first president.

In 1915 in connection with the Panama-Pacific Exposition held
in San Francisco each governor was asked to appoint a committee
to determine which citizen of that state had rendered the greatest
service to the commonwealth. Governor Philipp appointed a com-
mittee of 7 which quickly agreed to name William Dempster Hoard.

Governor Hoard died November 22, 1918, at the age of 82 and
was buried in Fort Atkinson. In commemoration of his great con-
tribution to the science of dairy farming in Wisconsin his statue
was placed in the entrance to Agricultural Hall on the campus of
the University of Wisconsin.
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GEORGE WILBUR PECK, 1891-95

Governor Peck is probably better known as the author of humor-
ous skits about Peck’s Bad Boy and as a newspaperman than as
Governor of Wisconsin.

His Early Life

He was born in Henderson, Jefferson County, New York, Septem-
ber 28, 1840, to David B. and Alzena P. Peck. When he was 3 his
family moved to Wisconsin, and settled in Cold Spring, Jefferson
County. He was reared in Jefferson and Walworth Counties where
he attended public schools until 1885. He began learning the print-
ing trade in Whitewater when he was 15. After working as a jour-
neyman on various Wisconsin papers, he rose to foreman and half
owner of the Whitewater Republican and finally moved to Madison
where he worked for the Wisconsin State Journal. In 1860 he mar-
ried Francena Rowley of Delavan. They had 3 sons. He followed
the printing trade until 1863 when he enlisted in the army.

Peck served with the 4th Regiment, Wisconsin Cavalry, as an
enlisted man and was commissioned a second lieutenant in 1864.
After the close of the Civil War he served on the Rio Grande River
in Texas and was mustered out of service in 18686.

As a Publisher

After the Civil War he returned to the newspaper business. He
published the Ripon Representative for 2 years. From 1868 to
1871 he was the New York writer for the La Crosse Democrat. In
1871 he moved to La Crosse where he was the editor of the Demo-
crat for 2 years. In 1874 Peck began the weekly publication of
Peck’s Sun in La Crosse and in 1878 he moved his paper to Mil-
waukee where it enjoyed substantial success.

In 1867 he served as city treasurer of Ripon. He was chief of
police in La Crosse in 1873, and many of his humorous anecdotes
in his public speeches referred to alleged incidents of that period.
He served as chief clerk of the assembly in 1873 under Democratic
control. In the spring of 1890 he was elected mayor of Milwaukee
which post he resigned when he was elected Governor.

When publishing the Sun in La Crosse he began a series of
humorous sketches called Peck’s Bad Boy. It concerned the pranks
of a boy, with his father generally the goat of the tricks and his
mother intervening. The articles gained national popularity and
were eventually published in book form between 1882 and 1907.
Peck was essentially a literary man with great humor. A spanking
machine described in one of the articles was reproduced in many
county fairs of the day and youngsters actually spent their ‘“‘hard
to come by’ nickels for the thrill of being spanked by Peck’s spank-
ing machine.
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Peck’s Bad Boy helped Peck become a political figure. In 1890
when the Democrats of Milwaukee felt that they could win, they
persuaded him to be a candidate for mayor of Milwaukee, and
created a political organization known as Peck’s Bad Boys to spon-
sor his successful campaign. The organization then succeeded in
getting the Democratic nomination for Governor for him.

The gubernatorial campaign of 1890 pitted William Hoard as
the Republican candidate for re-election against George W. Peck,
the Democrat. The 3 issues were the McKinley tariff, the interest
money withheld by the former Republican State Treasurers and the
Bennett law. While the tariff issue undoubtedly contributed to
the results, the Bennett law which had alienated the foreign-born
and the supporters of parochial schools was probably the major issue.
Not only did Peck win, but the Democrats won control of both
houses of the state legislature. Another victim of the political
reversal was R. M. La Follette who lost his campaign for re-election
to the House of Representatives as did 7 of the 8 other congressmen.
Peck’s inauguration was celebrated with a gala ball because it was
the first Democratic victory since the middle 1850’s.

The 1891 Legislature repealed the Bennett law which required
teaching in English and increased the minimum educational require-
ments. The most spectacular development of the 4 years of the
Peck administration was the treasury cases. For many years it
had been the practice for the State Treasurers to loan out state
moneys collected by them. They personally collected between
$25,000 and $30,000 a year in interest, some of which was con-
tributed to the party campaigns. The treasury cases sought to re-
cover such interest from the last 2 State Treasurers.

Judge Siebecker, circuit judge of Dane County, was to preside
over the trials, but shortly before the cases came to trial, he with-
drew. It later developed that his brother-in-law, Robert M. La
Follette, allegedly had been approached by U.S. Senator Philetus
Sawyer to bribe him to seek a favorable decision in the cases.
Judge A. W. Newman of Trempealeau replaced Judge Siebecker.
The state won its cases, with judgments of $725,000 rendered for
the state, of which slightly less than $375,000 was actually recovered.
Some of the earlier treasurers were relieved of their liability by the
1895 Legislature.

The third major event of the Peck administration was the re-
apportionment of 1891. After the census of 1890 a reapportion-
ment of the assembly and senate seats was necessary because of
population increases. The Democrats claimed that the existing
apportionment was scandalously unfair to them so they proceeded
to go in precisely the opposite direction. The 1891 Legislature,
controlled by the Democrats, sought to apportion the state to its
advantage. The resulting law, which stretched one district across
a good portion of the center of the state and which gave one assem-
blyman to La Crosse County with 38,801 people and 3 to Manitowoc
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County with 37,831 people, was declared unconstitutional because
it did not follow the prescribed boundary lines. Governor Peck
called the legislature into special session to prepare a second re-
apportionment act. This likewise was declared unconstitutional.
Another special session prepared a third reapportionment act and
this was allowed to stand. This reapportionment fiasco did nothing
to enhance the prestige of the Peck administration.

The Legislatures of 1891 and 1893 may be described as vigorous.
Lobbying was rampant, entertainment was lush and partisanship
was sharp. On one occasion in 1893 when a bill to permit a Wau-
kesha spring water company to pipe its water to the Chicago World’s
Fair was under consideration, a call of the house in the assembly
lasted for 72 hours with the assemblymen not being allowed to
leave the premises for 3 solid days.

The administration of Peck saw the passage of several bills ex-
tending the property rights of women and he appointed 4 women
to the Board of Visitors of the University.

His Later Life

In 1894 Peck ran for Governor again, but the reapportionment
fiasco, the depression of 1893 and the revival of the Republican
Party resulted in a victory for William Upham, the Republican can-
didate, by a vote of 196,116 to 142,250. Peck sought the governor-
ship once more in 1904 when he ran against Robert M. La Follette
but was defeated 176,301 to 227,253.

Peck’s Sun, his newspaper, suffered while he was Governor be-
cause he could not devote time to it, and his efforts to revive it
failed. It was finally sold and Peck was sustained for the rest of
his life from real estate investments. He spent much time in the
lobbies of the Plankinton and Pfister hotels in his later years.

Peck was personally very popular, a gentleman, extremely courte-
ous and an entertaining talker. During his regime the entertain-
ments at the executive mansion by the Governor and his wife
were probably the most brilliant ever held there. He was a man
of high integrity who was more adept as a speaker, writer and
companion than as a Governor. In 1900 one biographer said of him:
“Mr. Peck, the successful candidate of the Democratic party, first
for mayor and then for governor, which latter office he held for
two terms, was through all this strife, and is now, a man without a
personal enemy in the world — a man for whom all who know him
would, irrespective of political or other considerations which usually
engender prejudice, go out of their way at any time of the day or
night, to do him a personal favor.”

Governor Peck died April 16, 1916 and was buried in Milwaukee.
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WILLIAM H. UPHAM, 1895-97

Introduction

Governor Upham was a man of indefatigable energy who made
his mark on Wisconsin as a builder rather than as a politician.
Living in an era of great economic expansion, he demonstrated
tremendous resourcefulness in developing a whole series of economic
institutions. All this was done at a time before state government
had become the big business it is today.

Born in Westminster, Massachusetts, May 3, 1841, of a family of
English descent, he came to the West in 1852 when he was 11,
settling with his family in Niles, Michigan. When his father died,
the family moved to Racine where he completed his education.

His Military Career

In April 1861 he enlisted in the Belle City Rifles, which later
became Company F of the Second Wisconsin Infantry. He par-
ticipated in the first battle of Bull Run where he was shot through
the lung and left for dead. He was, however, picked up by the
Confederates who hospitalized him and then imprisoned him in the
infamous Libby Prison. Meanwhile news reached Racine that he
had been killed in action, his obituary was published in the paper
and a memorial service was held for him in a Racine church. Upham
recovered, however, and after spending 6 months in prison, he was
paroled. His story was related to President Lincoln who asked to
see him. Questioning the young man about his experiences and the
status of the Confederacy, Lincoln was so impressed with him that
he arranged for Upham to enter West Point as a cadet. It is said
that he became the first private in the army to be given an appoint-
ment to the military academy.

General Charles King, one of Wisconsin’s war heroes, relates that
Upham was given the presidential appointment which had been
promised to him because Upham was rapidly nearing the age limit
for entrance to West Point but that at the last minute another of
the President’s appointees was disqualified so both King and Upham
entered that year. They and one other were the only ones of the
10 presidential appointees of that class who graduated.

Upham graduated from West Point in 1866 as a second lieutenant
with honors and served in the army until 1869 when, although he
had been promoted to first lieutenant, he resigned to enter business
in which he showed a remarkable ability to organize. One of his
assignments in the army was to guard Jefferson Davis then im-
prisoned at Fortress Monroe. His title of major came when he was
aide-de-camp to General Fairchild in the G. A.R.

Upham’s Success in Business

He entered the lumber business and started at Kewaunee and
Shawano Counties, but in 1871 he went to Marshfield where he



WISCONSIN’S FORMER GOVERNORS, 1848-1959 141

not only entered a variety of business ventures, but grew as the
community grew. He and his associates established a sawmill, a
furniture factory, a general store, a planing mill, a veneer plant, a
grain elevator, a flour mill, a railroad, a power plant, a waterworks,
a machine shop and organized the First National Bank. More than
any man he was responsible for the rapid development of Marsh-
field as a community.

At various times his sawmill produced between 6 and 7 million
feet of lumber a year, his furniture factory produced 30 carloads
of furniture, his flour mill produced 225 barrels of flour a day and
one of his timber tracts measured 7 by 15 miles in size. When his
timber tracts around Marshfield were exhausted, he purchased hold-
ings in Taylor County, capable of producing 200,000,000 feet of
lumber. It must be said, however, that the literature fails to dis-
close that he or any of his contemporaries ever raised a single hand
to replenish the timber supply which they harvested.

Adversity struck when, 16 years after he came to Marshfield, on
April 27, 1887, the city was swept by fire and all of his plants
destroyed. By January 1888, however, the community under the
forceful leadership of Upham had rebuilt 62 blocks of brick struc-
tures for which he pledged his own credit.

His Political Experiences

Upham’s political experiences began on the local level. He was
an alderman, mayor for 2 terms, and clerk of the school board for
13 years.

In 1892 Peck, the Democratic candidate for Governor, had de-
feated Spooner, the Republican, by about 7,000 votes so in 1894
the Republicans thought they had a good chance to win because
Peck’s administration had lost some popularity over the reappor-
tionment issue and other items. There were 11 candidates at the
Republican Convention for the gubernatorial post, including Nils
P. Haugen who had a long history of experience in Congress and
had been the only Republican congressman to survive the Demo-
cratic victory of 1890, and Edward Scofield who was to succeed
Upham. Upham was chosen because he was a man of wealth, a
successful businessman and because he had been state commander of
the G. A. R. the year before. He was also credited with restoring
Marshfield after its disastrous fire in 1887. Upham defeated Peck
who was seeking a third term, 196,116 to 142,250. The election
restored the Republican control of the state government which 4
years of Peck’s administration had threatened.

This campaign for the governorship is one of the most note-
worthy events in the political history of Wisconsin because it marked
the beginning of the internal struggle for control within the Re-
publican Party. It was the first time that Robert M. La Follette
was to openly challenge the state organization, and it was the
beginning of a fight which lasted for many years. It was re-
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flected not only in the tumultuous state conventions but in the
revitalization of the local caucuses. Not only were the stalwart
forces perturbed by the strength of the La Follette group, but
they were completely surprised by the magnitude of the organiza-
tion created without it becoming common knowledge.

Upham’s administration was hampered by a recalcitrant legisla-
ture and by the fact that there were many office seekers who de-
sired jobs after being out of office for 4 years. Upham had no
desire to continue so he refused to be renominated and Scofield
was nominated. It is felt that the political strategists were not
enthusiastic about Upham’s renomination because they feared the
rising La Follette forces and desired a more aggressive candidate.

During Upham’s administration the state home for the feeble-
minded at Chippewa Falls and the State Historical Society building
on the university campus were established. The legislature also
enacted laws relieving the former State Treasurers from judgments
against them for interest on state deposits arising out of the treasury
cases prosecuted during the Peck administration. In a special ses-
sion in 1896 a reapportionment act was passed to replace the acts
of 1891 which had given the Democrats an advantage.

His Later Life

Upham then retired to Marshfield to continue his great love,
the organization of business ventures. Not only did he continue
his existing operation of the Upham Manufacturing Company but
organized an electric company and a waterworks.

Upham was married to Mary Kelley in 1867. They had 2 daugh-
ters, one of whom became the wife of Philetus Sawyer, the des-
cendant of one of Wisconsin’s great industrialists. Upham’s first
wife died in 1912. In 1914 he married Grace Mason of North Carolina
and 2 sons were born to them.

Upham took an active part in the G. A.R., served as the com-
mander of the Wisconsin department and held the rank of a major.
He was once a member of the Board of Visitors of the U. S. Naval
Academy.

He retired in 1919 and spent much of his time thereafter in
Florida.

Governor Upham entered the state political scenes when the La
Follette political forces were just beginning to be felt. Although
his great organizing ability and courage in the face of adversity
were well recognized, he had no relish for the instability of poli-
tical life.

He died of pneumonia July 2, 1924, at the age of 83 in Marshfield.
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EDWARD SCOFIELD, 1897-1901

Introduction

Governor Scofield, the last of the pre-La Follette Governors and
the last of the Civil War Governors is well-known to the political
historian for the part his cow played in the adoption of antipass
legislation. Assemblyman Albert R. Hall, a plague to whose mem-
ory on the wall of the state assembly is the only such commemora-
tion given by the legislature to one of its members, had fought un-
successfully since 1891 for the prohibition of railroad passes to pub-
lic officials. When Governor Scofield moved to Madison, he ship-
ped a cow, carefully crated, to Madison on a pass granted by the
express company. This incident, well publicized, caught the pub-
lic fancy, and helped Hall to succeed in his ambition to prohibit
the issuance of passes to public officials.

Early Life

Governor Scofield was born in Clearfield, Pennsylvania, March 28,
1842 to Isaac and Mary (Collins) Scofield. His father was a farmer
and a lumberman. The Governor abandoned his formal education
when he was 13 years of age and became a printer’s apprentice. Dur-
ing the 3 years of his apprenticeship he received his training, board
and room for the services he rendered. For the next 3 years he
worked in the office of the Brookville Pennsylvania Jeffersonian
for $100 a year and his board.

‘When he was 19 years old the Civil War began and in April of
1861 he enlisted in the 11th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment which
became part of the Army of the Potomac. He was commissioned a
lieutenant and promoted to captain for gallantry at Gettysburg.
In May of 1864 during the Battle of the Wilderness he was captured
and spent 10 months in 12 different southern prisons. He was re-
ported dead and mourned by his friends, and he was able to read
his own obituary. He was awarded a major’s commission when he
was released. The privation suffered while a prisoner nearly cost
him his life, and he returned home in broken health.

After working with an engineering crew for the A. and G. W.
Railroad for some time, he went to Oconto in 1868 where he be-
came foreman of a lumber mill. He held that position for 8 years
until he had amassed enough money to enter the business himself.
In 1890 he formed a partnership with George R. Arnold which later
became the Scofield and Arnold Lumber Company.

In 1886 he ran for the state senate from the first district com-
prised of Door, Florence, Forest, Kewaunee, Langlade, Marinette
and Oconto Counties and won the election 6,177 to 5,919. In
1890 when he sought re-election, the seat was contested and the
Democratic senate seated his opponent, John Fetzer, who polled
3,304 votes to Scofield’s 3,289. The majority report of the Com-
mittee on Elections and Privileges of the senate reported that Fetzer
won by 15 votes.
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He Seeks Governorship

1894 gave indications of being a good year for the Republicans
return to power in Wisconsin. The panic of 1893 had reflected ad-
versely on the Democrats in power. The ties which held the op-
ponents of the Bennett law together were weakening because of the
repeal of that law. More Republicans entered the field as candi-
dates for the governorship than ever before. Major Scofield was one
of the leading candidates along with Major Upham, and Nils P.
Haugen who had been one of the few Republican congressmen to
withstand the Democratic sweep of 1890. Scofield appeared to
have the inside track, but he did not gain immediate victory and
Upham had the greatest second choice strength. Both men were
Civil War veterans. Both were successful businessmen. Upham,
however, had just been state commander of the Grand Army.
Scofield lost the nomination.

In 1896, however, Upham retired of his own volition and Sco-
field was again a leading candidate. This time he had to contend
with Robert M. La Follette who was making his first bid for
the governorship for himself. The convention was a contest be-
tween the Progressive La Follette and the Conservative Scofield.
On the sixth ballot Scofield won but La Follette stamped himself as
a major candidate for the future.

Scofield was a Governor with a businessman’s viewpoint. He
reformed the personnel and maintenance system of the state in-
stitutions by prohibiting political appointments of the staff in the
prisons and state mental hospitals. He urged the legislature to
enact a tax measure to enable the state to secure enough funds to
operate on a current basis, thereby eliminating the long-standing
practice of securing tax advances from the railroads and borrowing
from the state trust funds. Scofield vetoed bills providing for the
taxation of sleeping car companies and express companies because
they were passed without the required roll call votes and the legis-
lature had failed to rectify the error when notified by the Gover-
nor. Although these vetoes caused some to feel that Scofield was
soft on corporations, he had made it clear that he favored the just
taxation of the great public service corporations. A tax commis-
sion authorized to study the tax system was created which resulted
in the establishment of the paid Tax Commission in 1899.

In 1898 Scofield did not desire to seek re-election, but he was
persuaded to reconsider. By now the lines were well drawn between
the Stalwarts supporting Scofield and the ‘“Half-Breeds’ supporting
La Follette. Scofield won the convention nomination 620% to
4361, and went on to win the general election with a plurality of
37,784.

Scofield’s Cow

One of the most interesting incidents of the Scofield adminis-
tration involved the Governor’s cow. Assemblyman A. R. Hall of
Dunn County had sought since 1891 to prohibit the granting of
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passes by railroads and express companies to public officials, but
his efforts came to naught. In 1897, however, when Scofield moved
from Oconto to Madison he brought his favorite cow in a crate
transported on a pass issued by the express company. The incident
was widely publicized and caught the public fancy with the result
that Hall’s antipass bill became law and Hall became the only as-
semblyman in the history of the state to be commemorated by a
plaque on the wall of the assembly.

During Scofield’s administration the Spanish American War was
fought. Four Wisconsin regiments were called up and of the 5,400
men from Wisconsin who saw service only 2 died in battle in
Puerto Rico and 129 died of disease. All costs incurred by the state
prior to federal activation of the troops were reimbursed by the U.S.

Scofield declined a third term due to ill health and the effects
of a Civil War wound. Although the nomination was contested, La
Follette won, and Scofield retired from public life in 1901 to return
to his business interests in Oconto where he died February 3, 1925.
He was buried in that city. .

Governor Scofield was married to Agnes Potter who died in 1919.
They had 3 children, but only one son lived to maturity.
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- ROBERT MARION LA FOLLETTE,
1901-06
Introduction

Of the illustrious sons of Wisconsin who have written their names
in firm letters in the political history of this state and nation none
stands out more boldly than the name of Robert M. La Follette.
The first native son to become Governor, his impact on the life of
this state has extended throughout the twentieth century. While
many of the tangible results of the Progressive movement must be
credited to the scores of other men who implemented the precepts
he enunciated, it was La Follette who spearheaded the particular
philosophy which has come to be identified by that name. Although
the necessity of winning at the ballot box in order to effectuate his
policies caused him to make occasional moves which antagonized
some of his associates along the path of his progress, there is no
doubt but that the rise of the senior La Follette was the impetus
which more than any other single thing made Wisconsin the pioneer
in many of the most significant governmental developments which
occurred in this nation since 1900.

His Early Life

Robert M. La Follette was born in the town of Primrose, Dane
County, on July 14, 1855, the son of Josiah and Mary (Ferguson)
La Follette. His family was of French Huguenot extraction having
come to this country before 1800. His father died before Robert
M. was a year old, leaving 5 children. When the future Governor
was 7, his mother remarried and he went to live in Argyle, La-
fayette County. In 1873 La Follette’s mother moved her family to
the outskirts of Madison so Bob could attend the Wisconsin Acade-
my and prepare for the university which he entered in 1875 as a
freshman. In order to earn money, he taught a country school and
arranged to carry out his university classwork at night. He grad-
uated with a B.S. degree in 1879, the first Wisconsin Governor
to graduate from college. The highlight of his undergraduate career
was the winning of the interstate oratorical contest when he was
a senior.

He turned then to the law. After attending the University of
Wisconsin law school for one term he entered the law office of
R. M. Bashford in Madison. In February 1880 he was admitted to
the bar and began practice in Madison.

Early Political Activity

That very year he decided to seek the post of district attorney
for Dane County. Although he was opposed by ‘‘Boss” Keyes of
Madison who dictated who might seek office, he won the position
which he held for 2 terms. An able and dramatic prosecutor, his
presence in court attracted many spectators and aided in building
his reputation. During his first year as district attorney he mar-
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ried Belle Case of Baraboo, the first woman to secure a law degree
from the University of Wisconsin. Two sons and 2 daughters were
born to them.

In 1884 La Follette sought and won the congressional seat for
the second district, a post that he held until he was defeated in
the Democratic landslide of 1890. Hlected as a Republican, he
adhered more closely to the traditional party line than in the dec-
ades ahead.

He returned to his law practice in Madison in 1891, but the
attraction of public affairs did not wane. It was at this time that
an incident occurred which helped to cast the lot of La Follette
against the special interests. In the then famous treasury cases,
La Follette alleged that he was approached by Senator Sawyer, one
of the bondsmen for the State Treasurers, in an effort to influence
Judge Siebecker, La Follette’s brother-in-law and former partner.
In the decade from 1890 to 1900 the La Follette forces sought and
secured an ever-increasing part in the operation of the Republican
organization and after unsuccessful attempts to secure the nomina-
tion of the Republican Party for Governor in 1896 and 1898, the
elder La Follette won the nomination and the election in 1900.
Although 5 candidates previously announced their intention to seek
the nomination, when the Republican State Convention met he
was the unanimous choice for the Republican nominations for
Governor. Lacking a majority in the senate, La Follette failed to
secure the measures he sought in the 1901 Legislature, but in
1903 he was successful in securing the enactment of the first state-
wide primary election law, the ad valorem railroad tax and an in-
heritance tax.

The 1904 convention which was the last such gathering to nom-
inate candidates met at the university gymnasium in one of the
most famous incidents in the political history of the state. The La
Follette forces won the contests over the seating of delegates and
the Stalwarts proceeded to the local opera house to choose their
own candidates. Thus 3 former Governors, La Follette, ex-Governor
Scofield who was the Stalwart candidate, and ex-Governor Peck,
the Democratic candidate, were aligned against each other in the
election of 1904. In a bitterly fought campaign La Follette won by
polling 227,253 votes to 176,301 for Peck and 12,136 for Scofield.

As Governor

It must be pointed out that although La Follette succeeded in
securing the enactment of the first state-wide open primary election
law in the nation, he recognized the limitations of the process, and
on occasion sought to impose his judgment regarding candidates
against that of the electorate, sometimes unsuccessfully.

The 1905 Legislature created the Railroad Commission to regu-
late railroads and fix rates, established the State Board of Forestry
to protect what remained of our once vast public forests and passed
a state civil service act. It also created a state commission to
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erect the present Capitol to replace the structure which burned in
1904. The highly controversial Railroad Commission bill was passed
unanimously after William Jennings Bryan came to Madison to
appear before the legislature in its behalf.

Barly in 1905 after La Follette took office for his third term,
he was elected by the legislature to the United States Senate to
replace Senator Quarles who had resigned, but he did not take
office until January 1906 when Lieutenant Governor Davidson suc-
ceeded him as Governor.

As U. S. Senator

The senior La Follette sat in the U.S. Senate for just under 2
decades. After his original selection he was re-elected in 1910,
1916 and 1922. His election in 1910 was the last time the legisla-
ture of Wisconsin chose a U.S. Senator. Early in his career he
fought for more rigid controls of railroads than the Interstate
Commerce Commission was authorized to provide and for a lower
tariff, but his proposals were voted down. He was active in the
insurgent movement within the Republican Party, participated in
the submission of planks at the 1908 and 1912 national conventions
providing such things as regulation of campaign expenditure, phy-
sical valuation of railroads, the 8-hour day for public employes,
and popular election of U. S. Senator, but they were turned down.
He was seriously considered for the Republican nomination for
President in 1912.

As his tenure continued, his influence was extended, and he was
closely identified with or the author of much legislation destined
to improve the standards of the people. The Seaman Act and the
law restricting the hours of labor of railroad men were among his
many proposals. He fought for child labor restriction, woman suf-
frage and a national system of primary elections.

His independence was best illustrated by his opposition to World
War I. Although he weathered the storm of criticism with difficulty,
it did not deter him from opposing the Treaty of Versailles or the
participation of the U. S. in the League of Nations.

Finally, in 1924 he ran as an independent candidate for the presi-
dency of the United States polling about one-sixth of the total votes
and winning the electoral vote of Wisconsin only. His tremendous
effort in 1924 in behalf of his candidacy for the presidency, took
its toll because he was then 69 years old. In the session of 1925
his health declined, and on June 18 he died of a heart attack in
his Washington home, a few days after reaching his 70th birthday.

In 1929 a marble statue of Governor La Follette by Jo Davidson
was placed in the U.S. Capitol to stand with that of Father Mar-
quette as one of 2 of each state’s deceased residents of historic
renown. In 1957 the U.S. Senate authorized the selection of 5
senators for the newly-created Senate Hall of Fame. Senator La
Follette was one of two modern senators selected for this honor,
along with Senator Robert A. Taft. The earlier senators selected
included Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun and Daniel Webster.



JAMES O. DAVIDSON
GOVERNOR 1906-1911
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JAMES O. DAVIDSON, 1906-11

James O. Davidson is the only man to acquire the governorship
by reason of a resignation except as the Barstow resignation of
1856 may be presumed to have been the cause of Governor Mac-
Arthur’s short tenure as acting Governor. As Lieutenant Governor
under Robert M. La Follette, Davidson succeeded to the governor-
ship when La Follette resigned to accept a U.S. senatorship to which
he had been elected.

Early Life

Governor Davidson was man of humble origins. He was born
February 10, 1854, at Upper Aardal, Sogn, Norway, to Ole and
Ingeborg Davidson, the youngest of a family of 4 children. The
future Governor’s early schooling was limited, having been re-
ceived largely from itinerant religious instructors who traveled
from farm to farm. His father was a poor farmer. When James was
18 years of age the family came to America and first settled in
Minnesota but soon moved to the vicinity of Boscobel in Wisconsin.
James came to the Madison area as a friendless, penniless youngster
who was having the obvious difficulties of an immigrant with the
English language. He was, in fact, not penniless, but in debt for
the cost of his passage to America. He found employment as a
farm hand, and when winter came he went to work for a tailor
which trade he learned. In future years this training stood him
in good stead because he was conceded to be one of Wisconsin’s
best-dressed Governors.

From 1875 to 1877 the future Governor worked in a general store
in Boscobel and when his employer’s business failed, Davidson went
to Soldiers Grove where he established a general store and mill of
his own. The business prospered, and by 1885 Davidson had be-
come a man of standing in his community. In 1885 fire, attributed
to incendiarism, destroyed his establishment with a $10,000 loss,
but the structure was promptly rebuilt, and Davidson went back
into business.

On February 21, 1883, he married Helen M. Bliss. Two daughters
were born to them. His wife, an able and intelligent school teacher,
led the future Governor to a program of self-education which facili-
tated his rise to a position of responsibility in his community and in
the state. During his administration as Governor, the executive
mansion was the scene of many delightful parties and one of his
daughters, Mabel, was married there while her father was Governor.

He Enters Politics

Davidson’s position in the community of Soldiers Grove is at-
tested by the fact that he was elected president of the village in
1888 and 1889 and served as treasurer in 1892, 1893, 1897 and
1898. He first entered state politics in 1892 when he was elected
to the assembly. He won this first election 1,706 to 1,701. Al-
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though the election results were contested, he was victorious. He
was the only Republican official in Crawford County who won in
that election. He was re-elected in 1894 and 1896 without difficulty.

His First State-wide Office

The future Governor’s string of state political offices which be-
gan in 1893 ran continuously until 1911. After 3 terms in the
senate he was elected State Treasurer as a Republican in 1898
and re-elected in 1900. In 1898 he defeated his Democratic op-
ponent 180,865 to 125,115. It is interesting to note the uniformity
in the vote for state officers in that year.

Governor Scofield ....cc.cceevririiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 173,137

Lieutenant Governor Stone ............ ... 180,038
Secretary of State Froehlich .. ... 180,548
State Treasurer Davidson .. . 180,865

Attorney General HickS .......oiieiiiiiiinniiiiinienienn 180,169

In 1900 he was re-elected State Treasurer by a vote of 263,708
to 160,215 for his Democratic opponent, August Bartz.

In 1902 he became the Republican candidate for Lieutenant
Governor apparently at the request of Governor La Follette. David-
son was considered an asset to a political ticket because of his
strong appeal to the Scandinavian voters and because of his ex-
perience. He won the election handily by a vote of 194,449 to 135,-
127 and in 1904 he won re-election by about the same margin,
217,159 to 151,403.

Resignation of La Follette Makes Him Governor

It was after the 1904 election that La Follette sought election
to the U.S. Senate to replace Senator Quarles. Senators were, at
that time, elected by the state legislature. Although he was elected
to the seat early in 1905, La Follette did not resign as Governor
until January 1, 1906 at which time Davidson took over as Acting
Governor.

It would have appeared that because La Follette had sought
Davidson as Lieutenant Governor in 1902, that the latter was heir
apparent to the goverporship. In the meantime, however, Irvine
L. Lenroot had risen in public affairs, and La Follette concluded that
Lenroot would better be able to assure the continuation of the
drive for the Progressive platform. He therefore supported Len-
root. Davidson, however, was also a candidate for election to the
governorship. The Stalwarts or Conservatives had no candidate
so they voted against La Follette’s man and for Davidson, and the
latter won, 109,583 to 61,178 for Lenroot. La Follette then sup-
ported Davidson who won the general election from a Madison at-
torney who was the Democratic candidate 183,526 to 103,114,
carrying all but 5 counties. In 1908 he again defeated the same
Democratic candidate, John A. Aylward, by a vote of 242,963 to
165,977,

La Follette’s support of Lenroot led to a breach between David-
son and La Follette. The new Governor not only did not support
La Follette after the 1906 campaign, but opposed him and his can-
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didates from that time on. While it is conceded that Lenroot
appeared to have the capacity to do a better job than Davidson,
the spirit of fair play dictated that Davidson be given a chance to
hold the job of Governor on his own. It is interesting to note that
20 years later Lenroot met defeat in an effort to be re-elected to the
U.S. Senate by another Progressive, John J. Blaine, Who campaigned
on the issue that Lenroot had become a Conservative.

As Governor, Davidson made no effort at leading the legislature,
but he allayed La Follette’s fears by furthering, broadening and
strengthening the Progressive program. A constitutional amend-
ment authorizing the first workable state-wide income tax in the
nation was adopted by the legislature during Davidson’s adminis-
tration. As a result of an investigation headed by State Senator
James A. Frear, later a Congressman, a measure providing for the
regulation of life insurance companies was drafted by Herman
Ekern and adopted by the legislature, in spite of violent objection
from the well-lobbied insurance companies. Some 20 or more com-
panies ceased to do business in the state as a result of the act.

All public utilities were placed under the regulation of the Rail-
road Commission. The legislature revised the laws relating to stocks
and bonds, preventing stock watering. Seeking to keep the Railroad
Commission out of politics, Davidson appointed a Democrat to fill
out the Railroad Commission which already contained a Republican
and a nonpartisan professor. He also signed the bill bringing Wis-
consin into line with the surrounding states limiting railroad rates
to 2 cents. While this bill also was attacked violently, the railroads
discovered that it actually increased their revenues.

The 1909 legislative session initiated most of the interim studies
which resulted in a veritable rash of pioneering legislation in the
next few years including the first workmen’s compensation act in
the nation, the first workable state-wide income tax in this coun-
try, the first Industrial Commission and the first effective state-
wide vocational school system. It was in these committees that
the concept of the 3-member commission was approved as the method
of administering a state agency.

During Davidson’s term as Governor the initial corrupt practices
law was adopted and Wisconsin initiated its biennial revision of the
statutes. It was during Davidson’s administration that State Sena-
tors John J. Blaine and Paul O. Husting initiated the investigation
into the election of Stephenson as U. S. Senator which revealed that
although $107,000 was admittedly expended by the candidate, no
corruption was found.

His Later Life

Davidson left the state service in 1911 when his second full
term expired. The literature is virtually silent as to his late years.
In 1915 he began a 5-year term on the Board of Control to which
he was appointed by Governor Philipp. He died December 16, 1922,
at Madison General Hospital after a long illness, and was buried
in Madison.



FRANCIS EDWARD McGOVERN
GOVERNOR 1911-1915
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FRANCIS EDWARD McGOVERN,
1911-15

During no administration in the history of the state were more
far-reaching laws enacted than during the 2 terms of Governor Mc-
Govern. After more than a decade of struggle much of the legis-
lation proposed by the La Follette Progressives was enacted between
1911 and 1915 in an impressive list of laws in which Wisconsin
pioneered.

His Early Life

Francis Edward McGovern was born near Elkhart Lake in She-
boygan County on January 21, 1866 on a farm which his parents,
Laurence and Ellen Wren McGovern, who had come from Ireland,
had hewn from the hardwood wilderness. He was the seventh of
8 children, 4 of whom secured a university education. McGovern
was reared on the farm and attended the public schools of Sheboy-
gan County, working on the farm in summer, until he began to
teach rural school when he was 17 years of age.

After attending the University of Wisconsin from 1886-1890,
where he graduated with honors and participated in oratory, de-
bate and newspaper work he was principal of the high school at
Brodhead from 1890-93 and of Ryan high school in Appleton from
1893-97. Meanwhile he studied law in his spare time, and in June
of 1897 he was admitted to the bar.

McGovern established a law practice in Milwaukee but in 1900
he became an assistant district attorney for Milwaukee County and
became active as a reformer. In 1904 he was elected district at-
torney on a pledge to wipe out graft. Meanwhile he had secured
the passage of a state law providing that the courts, rather than
the administrative branch of government, select grand juries, and
armed with this new device he secured the indictment of more
people than any prior district attorney. The result was that in
1906 he was defeated for re-election in the primary. So incensed,
however, did the solid citizens of Milwaukee become at this that
they urged him to run as an Independent and he won the election.
In 1908 he ran for the U. S. Senate, but was defeated.

His State-wide Political Activities

McGovern ran for the governorship in 1910 on the same ticket
as Robert M. La Follette who was a candidate for U.S. senator,
and both won. Although the 2 men had split over the efforts of
La Follette to win the nomination for the presidency by 1912, Mec-
Govern ran for re-election and was returned to office.

In 1914 McGovern tried for the U.S. Senate, but was defeated
by a vote of 133,969 to 134,925 by Paul O. Husting, a Democrat.
McGovern contested the election, but failed and so Husting became
the first U. S. senator from Wisconsin elected by popular vote. It
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is generally felt that had McGovern retained the backing of La
Follette he would have become U. S. senator.

McGovern sought the Republican nomination as Governor again
in 1916, but the incumbent, the conservative Philipp, defeated him.

From 1917 to 1920 Ex-Governor McGovern served as an officer
in the judge advocate department of the army assigned to trying
court martials. He prosecuted one of the most sensational and
probably the longest court martial in the history of the army
while on his tour of duty. He spent much of his time championing
the cause of the enlisted men and the court martials in his division
were far less severe than in other units.

He was discharged from the army early in 1920 in order to be-
come general counsel of the United States Shipping Board and ex
officio chairman of the claims board of the U.S. Emergency Fleet
Corporation. In this capacity he reorganized the claims procedure
pbefore that agency arising out of wartime shipbuilding contracts.

In 1921 he returned to his lucrative private law practice and,
except for brief forays into politics, remained there until his death.

In 1925 he sought the senate seat vacated by the death of the
elder La Follette, but ran a poor fourth to Robert M. La Follette,
Jr. He supported Franklin D. Roosevelt and in 1934 unsuccessfully
sought the nomination of the Democratic Party for U.S. senator.
Tn 1940, however, he won the Democratic nomination for Governor
but ran third to Heil and Loomis, the Republican and Progressive
candidates. He never sought office again.

Governor McGovern died May 16, 1946 at the veterans’ hospital
at Wood about one month after having suffered a stroke. He was
buried in Milwaukee. McGovern was the only Wisconsin Governor
who never married.

The Accomplishments of His Administration as Governor

McGovern was the third of the Progressive Governors who span-
ned the period from 1901 to 1915, and under him many of the
fruits of long effort materialized. A sympathetic and able legisla-
ture and an aggressive executive combined to put into operation an
imposing list of laws. One of Wisconsin’s ablest political writers of
the period said that McGovern probably had the greatest adminis-
tration in 35 years.

Significant legislation in virtually every field was enacted. The
first workmen’s compensation law in the United States was estab-
lished and the first Industrial Commission was created. Hours of
work for women were limited and child labor laws were improved
and expanded. A minimum wage law for women and a mother’s
pension law were put into operation.

The first effective state income tax law in the United States
was established, and a state budgeting system was put into effect.
The state life insurance fund was begun and home rule was first
granted to cities.
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In the field of education the vocational school system which was
to become one of the best in the nation was started, and the position
of county supervisory teacher was introduced. The first state aids
for handicapped children were granted.

The first corrupt practices act in the United States was passed
and the presidential primary election was instituted. Popular elec-
tion of U. S. senators was adopted although a preferential primary
for this office had been established earlier.

County tuberculosis sanatoria which form the bulwark of our
struggle against that disease today were authorized. A binder
twine factory was established at the State Prison. The Huber
Act, whereby prisoners in the county jails are permitted to work
during the day and thus provide funds for their families and in
which Wisconsin pioneered, was inaugurated. A good road program
was begun and cooperatives were legalized and encouraged.

The legislative sessions of 1911 and 1913 stand out as among the
best in the history of the state, and the establishment of the agen-
cies created was equally able. Academic leaders from the univer-
sity gave freely of their advice, but the operation of the agencies
was left in the hands of practical and yet imaginative people. Other
men who were greater leaders, more able speakers, more highly
trained in the governmental processes have been Governors of Wis-
consin, but none appeared at a time as auspicious as did McGovern
for the accomplishment of a spectacular array of achievements.



EMANUEL LORENZ PHILIPP
GovERNOR 1915-1921
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EMANUEL LORENZ PHILIPP, 1915-21

His Humble Beginnings

Emanuel L. Philipp typified the Wisconsin youth of humble be-
ginnings who carved a large niche in the economic and political life
of the state through his own efforts. Philipp was the third native
son to become Governor. His parents, Luzi and Sabina (Ludwig)
Philipp, came from the same village in Switzerland where they were
married in 1848. They came to America in 1849 going directly to
Milwaukee. They then settled on a piece of land in the town of
Honey Creek in Sauk County where Emanuel was born March 25,
1861. His father entered the military service in 1862 and the
family lived in Sauk City until he returned. They then settled on a
wooded area 3 miles from Sauk City which they cleared for a farm.
Due to his war injuries his father could not plow so it fell upon
Emanuel and his older brother to clear the land and open the farm.
The future Governor lived on the farm until he was 17, attending
country school and the Sauk City High School. Without any further
training, at 17 he became a country school teacher.

His Rapid Rise in Business

When he was 20 he entered the telegraph school of Charles E.
Bross in Madison to train as a railroad telegrapher. In the fall of
1881 he entered the services of the Chicago and Northwestern Rail-
road as a telegrapher and agent at Lodi. In the fall of 1884 he
was appointed a train dispatcher on the Madison division of the
Northwestern line., Again in 1887 he was promoted, this time to
the post of contracting freight agent with offices in Milwaukee.
Two years later, in 1889, he was appointed general agent for the
Gould lines including the American Refrigerator Transit Company
and traffic manager for the Schlitz Brewery. By this time he had
developed a fine reputation as an effective administrator.

He married Bertha Schweke of Reedsburg on October 22, 1887.
Three children were born to them.

In 1893 Philipp abruptly changed his occupation to become the
manager of a large lumber company in Mississippi for 2 Milwau-
kee industrial leaders, Uihlein and Pabst, and while there founded
the town of Philipp in Tallahatchie County in that state.

In 1897 he was elected president of the Union Refrigerator Trans-
it Company, a St. Louis organization, and in 1903 he purchased the
property and organized the Union Refrigerator Transit Company
of Wisconsin as a successor to the St. Louis corporation and moved
its offices to Milwaukee. The company built and operated refrigera-
tor railroad cars. He was the president and principal stockholder
of the company.

In 1900 he joined La Follette and was chairman of the Milwaukee
County convention of the Republican Party, but after the 1902
campaign he broke with La Follette permanently. He was a delegate
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to the National Republican Party Convention in 1904 and 1908. By
1912 he was recognized as the leader in the Republican Party in
Wisconsin and entertained Teddy Roosevelt in his campaign of that
year. It was while Roosevelt was in Milwaukee on this occasion
that an attempt to assassinate him was made. From 1909 to 1914
Philipp was police commissioner of Milwaukee, a nonpartisan
position.

Philipp Becomes Governor

In 1914 McGovern sought the Republican nomination for U. S.
Senator and was defeated in the general election by Paul O. Husting,
the Democrat, 134,925 to 133,969. Therefore, the office of Gover-
nor was open. Ten candidates contested the primary, 6 in the Re-
publican Party. Philipp won the nomination polling 43,733 out of
124,617 votes in the party primary. Philipp went on to win the
election 140,835 to 119,567 to launch his 3-term reign as Governor.
Although Philipp lacked intimate knowledge of state government,
he had some experience as a lobbyist for his own Union Refrigera-
tor Transit Company.

In 1916, 3 Republicans contested the nomination for Governor
with Philipp, among them Francis H. McGovern, but Philipp re-
ceived almost as many votes as his Republican opponents com-
bined and went on to win the general election 227,896 to 164,633
for Burt Williams, his Democratic opponent. In 1918 he nosed out
Wilcox in the primary 71,614 to 71,174 and went on to win the
general election 155,799 to 112,5676.

Some doubts were raised as to Philipp’s attitude toward World
War I because he opposed Wilson’s policies. When the U. S. entered
the war during his administration, however, he was credited by
General Crowder, head of the draft administration, with the most
commendable record of any Governor in the enforcement of the
draft law. Wisconsin became the first state to organize a State
Council of Defense, the first state to give aid to soldiers’ dependents,
the first to report on each draft registration, the first to exempt
servicemen from all civil action and the first to permit soldiers to
vote in all elections. In addition 2 of his children, a son and a
daughter, served in the war.

One of the major issues in the 1914 campaign was the abolition
of the bill drafting functions of the Legislative Reference Library.
While Philipp sought on one hand to abolish the drafting service,
he was using its services, and he came to depend on McCarthy, the
chief of the library, to a great extent. This controversy and its
outcome illustrates one of Philipp’s strong characteristics. He was
open-minded. Determined at the outset to force legislators to pre-
pare their own legislation, the evidence of the need for help and
information regarding the services provided by the Legislative Ref-
erence Library changed his mind. Determined to cut state costs,
he did so without impairing services. The University of Wisconsin
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feared his conservative leanings but finally praised him for his in-
sight and helpfulness. Sensing the importance of competent service
in state government he reappointed qualified men even though they
opposed him.

Philipp, pledged to economy in his first administration, sought
the facts before he acted. The State Board of Education for higher
education with certain budgetary controls was created and the State
Board of Vocational Education reconstituted. The Wisconsin Gen-
eral Hospital was started during his administration.

Governor Philipp’s second term was devoted to the war effort and
Wisconsin’s record was outstanding.

During his third term Philipp assisted returning soldiers to pro-
cure tracts of cut-over land in this state and supported a generous
educational bonus for soldiers. During this term the Workmen’s
Compensation Act was revamped to provide increased benefits and
to simplify administration. He appointed the late Chief Justice
Marvin Rosenberry to his first term as a Supreme Court Justice.

In addition to creating a State Board of Education for higher
education, the Legislature of 1915 consolidated various functions
within the Conservation Commission, created a State Department
of Engineering and reorganized the State Printing Board. In the
Special Session of 1916 absentee voting for men in the service was
authorized. In 1917 the legislature provided state aid and hospital
treatment for crippled children, absentee voting for sick and dis-
abled was authorized, a plan for a training school for public service
at the university was adopted and the state trunk highway system
was created. The 2 Special Sessions of 1918 gave civil service pref-
erence to veterans, permitted persons in the military service to vote
absentee and created a student army training corps in the university,
normal schools and Stout Institute. The 1919 Legislature adopted
a prohibition enforcement act to conform to the federal act, created
a State Division of Markets, provided for the licensing of real estate
brokers and started the machinery to amend the Constitution to
increase compensation of legislators. The Special Session of 1919
provided an educational bonus of $30 a month for veterans.

His Later Life

He returned to Milwaukee to assume active control of his busi-
ness interests. He operated 2 model farms. He was a director
of the St. Paul Railroad and president of the Milwaukee Chamber
of Commerce for 8 years, active in the affairs of the Wisconsin
Humane Society and its president when he died, and a regent of
Marquette University.

On June 15, 1925 he died after one day’s illness at the age of 64
and was buried in Forest Home Cemetery in Milwaukee.



JOHN J. BLAINE
GOVERNOR 1921-1927
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JOHN J. BLAINE, 1921-27

One of Governor John J. Blaine’s contemporaries who did much
to record Wisconsin’s recent history described Blaine as a “Tight-
wad Governor” who reduced the expenditures of state government
although a leader in the Progressive movement which sought to
expand the public services.

Early Life

Governor Blaine was born in a log cabin on a farm in the town
of Wingville, Grant County, Wisconsin, May 4, 1875 to James Fer-
guson Blaine and Elizabeth Brunstadt Johnson Blaine. He was one
of 4 sons, 2 of whom died in infancy. He also had 4 half sisters.
He came from a sound, hard-working farmer ancestry. As a youth
Governor Blaine worked on the family farm, attended district school
and graduated from nearby Montfort High School in 1892. He
then attended Northern Indiana University, now Valparaiso Univer-
sity, at Valparaiso, Indiana and graduated from the law department
of that school June 3, 1896.

He was admitted to the bar in Grant County October 13, 1896
and after practicing at Montfort for a year, moved to Boscobel
which he called his home thereafter. He served as mayor of that
city for 4 terms and represented it on the Grant County Board of
Supervisors for 4 years.

Early Political Ventures

He espoused the Progressive cause early, and although he was
considered a Progressive Republican, he did not follow La Follette’s
leadership in later years. In 1902 as a delegate to the Republican
State Convention he supported La Follette for Governor. In 1904
he took part in the ‘“gymnasium’ convention that nominated La
Follette for a third term. It was on August 23, 1904 that he mar-
ried Mrs. Anna MecSpaden.

In 1908 he was elected to the state senate as a Republican from
the 16th district and served one term of 4 years. As a state senator
Blaine early gained publicity by introducing a resolution calling for
the investigation of the 1907 election of Stephenson as U. S. Sena-
tor. This widely publicized investigation revealed that the senator
had spent more than $100,000 to secure the office, but no corruption
was established and Stephenson retained his seat.

In 1912 Blaine sought to turn the Republican support to Wilson
although he attended the Republican National Convention as an
alternate. In 1914 after the Democrats selected Judge Karel as
their candidate for Governor and the Republicans chose Philipp,
Blaine announced his candidacy for Governor as an Independent
early in October, and in spite of Senator La Follette’s support he
polled only about 32,500 or about 10 per cent of the votes. In 1916
he was again a delegate to the National Republican Convention.
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In 1918 endorsed by the Grange and the Progressives he won the
Republican nomination for Attorney General and was elected to that
post to serve during Philipp’s third term as Governor.

Blaine Becomes Governor

In 1920 Philipp refused to be a candidate for a fourth term and
6 men contested for the Republican nomination for Governor.
Blaine was not La Follette’s choice but with the endorsement of
the Nonpartisan League he won the nomination. The Republican
platform convention held after the primary election did not endorse
Blaine and Blaine repudiated the convention’s platform and went
on to best his Democratic opponent, Robert McCoy, by nearly 120,000
votes.

In 1922 Blaine was renominated, and because the Democratic
vote in the primary was so small, the candidate of that party, A. A.
Bentley, had to run in the general election as an Independent.
Blaine beat him, 367,929 to 51,061. Only one Democrat and 10
Socialists were elected to the state legislature. The remaining
members were Republicans, either Progressives or Stalwarts. In
1924 Blaine won a third term very handily and secured the most
favorable legislature in his 3 terms.

It is frequently pointed out that Governor Blaine had the faculty
of being at the right place at the right time politically. In 1920 he
ran for Governor for the first time when the Democratic control
of the national government was successfully challenged and the
Republicans won. In 1922 he ran on the same ticket with the elder
La Follette who was making his last try for the U.S. Senate. In
1924 he ran with the support of La Follette who was trying for
the presidency.

Blaine was a persistent advocate of reduced governmental ex-
penditures even when in the U.S. Senate. Having become Gover-
nor in the post World War I period he caused the gradual scaling
down of state expenses following the period of war inflation but
maintained all state functions on an efficient basis while making
the readjustment. He also secured a partial revision of the tax
system including an increase in the inheritance tax, some changes
in the income tax, the remission of more than a million dollars in
state taxes, and the abolition of secrecy in the income tax. He
secured the abandonment of the state property tax for highways
by the taxation of gasoline and the increase in motor vehicle fees.
He also secured the elimination of the personal property offset on
the income tax.

Although he signed the Severson Act of 1921 providing for state
prohibition and had introduced a county option bill while in the
State Senate, he was a foe of prohibition and ultimately, as a U. S.
Senator, introduced the resolution abolishing ‘‘the noble experi-
ment.”” In part his objection was to the continuous inroads of the
federal government into the affairs which he felt rightly belonged
to the states.
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Although he did not have the support of the legislature during
his first term, he did have it during his second and third terms
with the result that the labor laws were strengthened, the federal
child labor amendment was ratified, the Railroad Commission, In-
dustrial Commission and agricultural agencies were reorganized,
a brucellosis control program was instituted and a constitutional
amendment providing home rule for cities was initiated. He se-
cured the first law in the nation outlawing filled milk which law
was later copied verbatim by the federal government.

Other accomplishments of his administration were the enactment
of the old age pension law; an act legalizing picketing; the first law
in the nation regulating private detective agencies; the minimum
wage law; the constitutional amendment providing for recall of
elective public officials; the nation’s first law giving women equal
rights with men and the soldiers’ rehabilitation law.

As U. S. Senator

In 1926 after 3 terms as Governor and after the death of Robert
M. La Follette, Blaine sought the U.S. Senate seat occupied by
Irvine L. Lenroot. Although Lenroot had been a member of Con-
gress for many years, Blaine defeated him for the Republican
nomination and went on to be elected.

As a U.S. Senator, he opposed prohibition, voted consistently
against all big appropriations and programs which would increase
the powers and activities of the federal government and opposed the
World Court and League of Nations. He was the only senator to
vote against the Kellogg Briand Pact which provided for bilateral
agreements to solve international disputes peacefully. In 1928
Blaine again asserted his independence by supporting Al Smith
against Herbert Hoover and Schmedeman against Kohler.

In 1932 Blaine ran for re-election but was defeated in the pri-
mary by John B. Chapple of Ashland. Blaine then supported the
Democratic ticket, and F. Ryan Duffy won his senate seat in the
Democratic landslide of 1932.

In 1933 President Roosevelt appointed Blaine a director of the
colossal federal lending agency, the Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration, but his service thereon was short.

On April 16, 1934 he died rather suddenly from an attack of
pneumonia. He was buried in Boscobel. On November 9, 1936 at
the memorial exercises before the Supreme Court in honor of Gov-
ernor Blaine, the late Chief Justice Rosenberry said of Blaine, ‘“He
died poor in the goods of this world, but he died rich in honor and
in the esteem and affection of the people whom he served so long
and devotedly.”



FRED R. ZIMMERMAN
GOVERNOR 1927-1929
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FRED R. ZIMMERMAN, 1927-29

Introduction

Fred R. Zimmerman, Governor from 1927 to 1929, is most often
associated with the office of Secretary of State to which he was
elected for 11 terms, 9 of them consecutive. He did not live to begin
his final term. Two interrelated characteristics peculiarly desirable
for politicians are closely identified with Zimmerman: the ability
to remember the names and essential facts about people he met and
the ability to garner votes. His vote-getting power was most clearly
demonstrated in his 9 consecutive elections as Secretary of State.

1880 to 1927 — Early life

Governor Zimmerman was born in Milwaukee, Nov. 20, 1880 and
lived in the environment of Milwaukee all his life. In fact during
his long tenure as Secretary of State he maintained his home in
Milwaukee. He was the son of Charles E. Zimmerman and Augusta
Fiesenhauser Zimmerman. His father, a molder by trade, was born
in New York state and came to Milwaukee in 1875. His mother was
born in Wisconsin of parents who were natives of Stuttgart, Ger-
many.

The Governor’s father died when he was 5 and at an early age
he began contributing to the support of his family by selling news-
papers. After completing grammar school, he attended night school
for a short time. He held various jobs until he was 22, when he
started the Bee Hive Dairy, distributing milk to Milwaukee resi-
dents. He left this job, after his marriage, to take a position with
the Pfister-Vogel Leather Company, traveling throughout the Middle
West.

In 1908 he made his first attempt at political office, being elected
to the assembly from the 8th district of Milwaukee, winning this
post by 6 votes over his Democratic opponent. In 1916, he was a
delegate to the National Republican Convention as he was on 5 more
occasions, the last time in 1952. In 1918-19 he was a town board
member, Town of Lake, Milwaukee County. :

As a young man he conducted a cement and sewer pipe business,
was in the lumber business and held a position with the Nash Motor
Co., until he was elected Secretary of State in 1922.

Although Zimmerman had been active in the Progressive move-
ment for a decade, he had received little reward for his efforts. In
1922 he was proposed by the Progressives for Secretary of State and
the slate was elected. In 1924 he ran for re-election and received
509,771 votes, the largest total vote to that time ever received by
any candidate for any office in Wisconsin. During this period he
was closely identified with the Progressive faction of the Republican
Party .

In 1926 after the death of Senator La Follette the Progressives
realigned their forces and Zimmerman had reason to believe that
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he was not included in these plans. He therefore early announced
his candidacy for the position of Governor. He won the primary
election against Herman Ekern, the approved candidate of the Pro-
gressives, Charles Perry, the Stalwart candidate, and W. Stanley
Smith, polling 215,546 votes against 245,296 for all the other can-
didates on the Republican ticket. He won the general election by
polling 350,927 votes to 202,025 for all his opponents. Thus he
was launched auspiciously into the task of directing the destiny of
the state as Governor.

1927-1929 — Governor of Wisconsin

Although Zimmerman had a Republican legislature, astute po-
litical observers predicted trouble as he sought to retain the sup-
port of the Progressives who controlled the assembly and the Con-
servatives who controlled the senate. Having taken no part in
selecting the leadership of both houses, he ended up with resistance
on both sides. The result was one of the longest sessions in the
history of the state and 2 short special sessions necessary to secure
adequate appropriations for the teachers’ colleges and public welfare
institutions.

The single administrator of conservation was replaced by the pres-
ent 6-man part-time commission; the forest crop tax was instituted;
a new forest fire prevention program was started and the funds avail-
able for conservation were greatly increased. The school laws were
recodified, and the basic concepts of our present school aid law were
initiated. Larger appropriations to eliminate TB in cattle were voted.
Substantial changes were made in the income tax law including the 3-
year average. The first driver’s license law was enacted. Permanent
registration of voters in cities over 5,000 was introduced. In the
primary of 1929 he ran a poor third to Walter J. Kohler, Sr. and
Joseph D. Beck polling 82,000 votes to more than 200,000 for each
of the 2 major opponents.

1929 to 1939 — A Decline in Fortunes

Zimmerman’s fortunes declined in the decade following his de-
cisive defeat for re-election to the governorship. He had one brief
moment of importance when in 1929 he was chosen by President
Hoover as an envoy to the Spanish-American Exposition in Seville,
Spain. He sought the Republican nomination as Governor in 1934
but polled less than 100,000 votes and ran second to Howard Greene
of Genesee Depot. From July 1935 to August 1936 he was a certi-
fying officer for WPA. He resigned to wage an unsuccessful cam-
paign for the 4th district congressional seat. He then took a posi-
tion with the State Beverage Tax Division. In 1938 he became an
organizer and president of Better Properties, Inc., a Milwaukee roof-
ing and siding company.
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. 1939 to 1954 — Secretary of State

No other man in the history of the state occupied the post of
Secretary of State or of any other state-wide partisan office as long
as Fred R. Zimmerman. He held the post from 1922 te 1926 and
1938 to 1954. In 1952 he polled 1,039,317 votes, the largest total
vote ever received by any man in Wisconsin politics. His 1952 total
was obtained in spite of the fact that the party did not endorse him
and Zimmerman was forced to win the primary without party sup-
port. Again in 1954 the party sought to sidetrack him, but he won
easily although he did little campaigning. In fact he polled more
votes than any other candidate although he was in the hospital from
September until after the November election and died about a
month after the election.

Backed by his phenomenal vote-getting power, Zimmerman main-
tained a high degree of independence of action. Required by law
to approve expenditures of state moneys, he was frequently at odds
with department heads and even with the Governor for his refusal
to approve certain expenditures.

Although not an attorney and while Secretary of State he ran
unsuccessfully in 1945 for justice of the Supreme Court against
the incumbent, Elmer Barlow. In 1949 when he threatened to
try again, the legislature added the requirement that all Su-
preme Court Justices be attorneys.

The Secretary of State is by Article V, section 8, of the Consti-
tution the officer next in line to succeed the Governor after the
Lieutenant Governor. When Secretary of State he was within one
heartbeat of becoming Acting Governor, which was during the
governorship of the octogenarian, Goodland. As the law then
read, such succession would continue until the office was filled at
the next general election. The 1943 Legislature therefore enacted
Chapter 486, Laws of 1943, providing for a special election, called
by the Attorney General, if the office of Acting Governor fell upon
the Secretary of State.

In his capacity as the chief election officer of the state, he
refused in 1954 to call the elections under the reapportionment
plan created by the 1953 Legislature which considered area as well
as population in the creation of legislative districts. An appeal
from his action led to a Supreme Court decision declaring the 1953
act unconstitutional. Therefore the Rosenberry Act of 1951 which
apportioned on a strictly population basis became and has since
been the law.

Zimmerman died December 14, 1954, a month after his final
election triumph and- 40 years after he had married Amanda
Freedy on September 8, 1904. He had 2 sons, one of whom, Robert,
was first elected as Secretary of State in the 1956 election. Governor
Zimmerman was buried in Milwaukee.



WALTER J. KOHLER, SR.
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WALTER J. KOHLER, SR., 1929-31

Walter J. Kohler, Sr. brought to the governorship tremendous
determination, born of a lifetime of accomplishments in industry.
Although he was not re-elected it is generally felt that his was an
efficient and effective administration.

His Early Life

Kohler was a Wisconsin product. He was born in Sheboygan,
March 3, 1875, and spent his lifetime in the environs of that com-
munity. His father, John Michael Kohler, came as a child from
the Austrian Tyrol. In 1873 he founded the Kohler Company in
Sheboygan, for the manufacture of farm implements. This was
beginning to be one of Wisconsin’s great industries in the last
quarter of the 19th century. Later the plant began to make enamel-
ware.

Walter was the third in a family of 4 sons and 3 daughters,
and when he was 15 he left the Sheboygan public schools to work
in the enameling department of his father’s plant, working 10
hours a day, 6 days a week for $7.50 a week. By the time he was
18 he had advanced through various departments to foreman at
$12 a week. His responsibilities increased. In 1895 he reduced the
shifts in the furnace room, a grueling task, to 8 hours a day. In
1899 the plant was moved to what was to become the village of
Kohler, and the great interest of the future Governor in this model
community began.

When he was 25, Walter J. Kohler married Charlotte H. Schroe-
der of Kenosha. This event was overshadowed by the sudden death
of his father 2 days later. Walter became superintendent of the
plant. Adversity was to strike again. On February 17, 1901, the
plant burned to the ground, but within a year operations had be-
gun in a new plant. Twice more reverses struck as both Robert
and Carl died leaving Walter as the omnly son mature enough
to carry on. He became president of the company, a position he
held until 1937 when he became chairman of the board and his
brother, Herbert V., became president.

He Enters Politics

Kohler’s entry into the broad field of state government began
in 1916 with his selection as a presidential elector. In 1918 he
was appointed to the Board of Regents of the university by Gover-
nor Philipp, a position he held until he retired in 1924 as president
of the Kohler Company. In 1928 he was a delegate to the National
Republican Convention in Atlantic City.

He Becomes Governor

In that year he entered the gubernatorial campaign against 3
other Republican candidates, one the incumbent Governor, Fred
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R. Zimmerman. He won the primary election with a total of 224,421
votes, 24,000 more than his nearest competitor, and almost 3 times
as many as the incumbent. In November he polled 547,738 votes
to 394,368 for A. G. Schmedeman, his Democratic opponent.

Again reverting to his training and experience as a top-level
manager, he called into his service at his own expense an expert
in state government to fill in his lack of information regarding the
intricasies of state government. Experts looking back at his single
term of office describe him as one of the great conservative Gover-
nors of the state. As is frequently true, he lacked knowledge of the
legislative processes although the legislative accomplishments of
the 1929 session were substantial.

Perhaps Kohler’s greatest contribution was the organization of
the so-called service agencies of the state along the lines which
were to endure to the present. The Department of Budget and
Accounts, the Bureau of Purchasing, the Bureau of Personnel and
the Bureau of Engineering were created. The Department of Budget.
and Accounts made it possible to provide a consolidated budget of
all appropriations from the general fund instead of a separate ap-
propriation bill for each department. The Bureau of Purchases
provided centralized purchasing for the state. The Bureau of Per-
sonnel replaced the Civil Service Commission. The personnel ad-
ministrator was made responsible to the Governor and the Person-
nel Board was revised as a policymaking agency. The Bureau of
Engineering replaced the Engineering Department and the Superin-
tendent of Public Property.

In addition he consolidated the state’s 9 trust funds under a
single management, and created a full-time Highway Commission of
3 men. In the field of agriculture, he established the Department
of Agriculture and Markets by consolidating the Dairy and Food
Commission, the existing Department of Agriculture, and the De-
partment of Markets. During his term the administration of the
State Fair was reorganized and State Fair passes and unnecessary
jobs were abolished.

The elder Kohler was recognized for his enlightened attitude
toward the appointment of top-level officials. At the very outset
in his message to the legislature he informed them that he would
not appoint any legislator to a remunerative office. His subsequent.
appointments showed a lack of partisanship. For example, he ap-
pointed both Oscar M. Fritz and Chester A. Fowler, Progressives,
to the Supreme Court. About 800 positions were added to the civil
service during his term.

In 1930 Kohler sought a second term, but was defeated in the
primary by Phil La Follette who then went on to become Governor.
In 1932 Kohler tried again and defeated La Follette in the primary
only to lose to the Democratic candidate, A. G. Schmedeman, through
a coalition of Democrats and Progressives. Kohler never again
sought political office.
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His Later Life

Kohler received many honors by reason of his success as an in-
dustrialist, the chief executive of his state and the guiding genius
behind the development of the model community of Kohler. In
1934 he was awarded the national service fellowship for conspic-
uous service to humanity from the Society of Arts and Sciences for
the development of the Kohler housing program. In November
1939 he received the Honorary Recognition Certificate of the Wis-
consin Horticultural Society for building the garden community
at Kohler. In 1925 he was granted an honorary M.A. degree from
the University of Wisconsin, and in 1929 an honorary degree from
Lake Forest College. He was also a trustee of Lawrence College at
Appleton. In 1930 he became a curator of the State Historical Society.

In addition to being president and later chairman of the board
of the Kohler Company, he was chairman of the board of the
Vollrath Company, president of a Salt Lake City supply company,
director of both the Northwestern and St. Paul Railways and a
trustee of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. At
various times he was an officer of the National Industrial Confer-
ence Board, the Wisconsin Manufacturers Association and the
National Association of Manufacturers.

As the head of a great industrial plant and the founder of a
community, Kohler came to know many leading citizens of America
and other lands who came to visit and lecture in the village. Among
these was Admiral Richard Byrd who first came to lecture in 1930.
In his expeditions to Antarctica, Byrd used Kohler products, among
them the Kohler electrical plants. Kohler gave Byrd a seaplane for
his explorations. In 1947 Admiral Byrd named a mountain range
in Little America in honor of Walter J. Kohler.

Kohler had reduced the hours of labor in the furnace room of
his plant to 8 per day when 12-hour shifts were usual throughout
the industry. He had also inaugurated workmen’s compensation in
his plant at company expense long before the state adopted it by
law. During his regime as Governor the yellow dog contract was
abolished and the 8-hour day was instituted for public works. Pro-
duction was planned so as to provide continuous work even in
times of business inactivity. Kohler had also done much to build
a model community for his workers, yet in 1934 the employes went
on strike in a notorious and vicious labor dispute, involving sub-
stantial property damage which resulted in the calling of the
National Guard. Even at the time of his death the strike had not
been settled.

Walter J. Kohler, Sr. died of a heart ailment on April 21, 1940,
at River Bend, his home in Kohler. He was survived by his widow
and 4 sons.



PHILIP F. LA FOLLETTE
GovERNOR 1931-1933, 1935-1939
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PHILIP F. LA FOLLETTE, 1931-33
1935-39

Introduction

Philip Fox La Follette was the youngest man to attain the gover-
norship since Leonard J. Farwell, Wisconsin’s second Governor.
He was also the first son of a former Governor to follow in his fa-
ther’s footsteps. In addition, he was the first man to serve terms
which were not successive, having been elected in 1930, 1934 and
1936 but not in 1932. No other man has ever run for Governor as
many times consecutively.

His Early Life

When Philip La Follette was born on May 8, 1897, his father had
already been the district attornéy of Dane County and the congress-
man from the 3rd district and was deeply involved in the struggle for
control of the state governmental machinery. In 1901 when his
father became Governor he moved to the executive mansion with
his family and remained there until 1906 when his father resigned
as Governor to become U.S. Senator. Ultimately the family moved
to Washington, D.C. and Philip graduated from Western High School
in 1915. He then attended the University of Wisconsin from which
he graduated in 1919. From September to December 1918 he served
in the armed forces as a second lieutenant stationed at Fort Sheri-
dan, Illinois, and Norman, Oklahoma. After attending law school
in Washington, D.C. for one year, he returned to the University
of Wisconsin where he obtained his law degree in 1922.

Upon his graduation from law school he became associated with
the law firm of La Follette, Rogers and Roberts which was the
firm with which his father had been associated. It was at this time
that he married Isabel Bacon of Salt Lake City on April 14, 1923.
After 2 years in this firm he ran for the office of district attorney
for Dane County to which he was elected in 1924 when only 27
years old. He served only one term and then returned to his law
practice. As district attorney he developed a reputation as a fear-
less, honest prosecutor who sought to enforce the law. In the pe-
riod from 1926 to 1931 he also lectured at the University of Wis-
consin Law School.

He Becomes Governor

In 1930 Phil La Follette contested the re-election of Walter J.
Kohler, Sr. as Governor and won the primary election by a vote
of 395,551 to 267,687. He then went on to win the general election
by defeating his Democratic opponent Hammersley 392,958 to
170,020. Thirty of the 33 senators and 89 of the 100 assembly-
men were Republicans. Thus the youngest man in modern history
and the second youngest Governor in the United States at the time
took over the helm in this state.
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The depression of 1929 which had aided LaFollette in his uphill
fight against Kohler dictated the problems which he had to solve
early in his career as Governor. Out of it came the erection of
a series of overhead railroad grade crossings which were to create
work for the unemployed and reduce a traffic hazard which claimed
the lives of many people annually. It was financed by a 2 cents
increase in the gasoline tax. More important, in the Special Session
of 1931 the groundwork for the first unemployment compensation
program in the United States was laid. Some of the excessive tax
burden on property was reduced by shifting more of the levy to the
income tax. An inescapable problem was to raise money for direct
relief and again the legislature turned to the income tax. Because
of the financial difficulties of the state, the Governor in January
1932 voluntarily took a 20 per cent reduction in salary.

La Follette’s first term may be characterized in the second place
by an effort to redefine the function of government. The long
period of economic development had been associated with the
minimum of governmental interference. It was La Follette’s feeling
that it was the function of government to take a more active part
in the long-range planning of the economy. Although his first term
saw a break-through in authority of municipalities to establish
power plants through revenue bonding, it was not until his third
term that his most comprehensive plans were proposed.

In 1932 La Follette again met Walter J. Kohler, Sr. in the pri-
mary election for the gubernatorial nomination, and this time
Kohler won by nearly a hundred thousand votes. The Roosevelt
landslide aided by the support of the Progressive element of the
Republican Party resulted in the election of Albert Schmedeman,
a Democrat, as Governor with Democratic control of the assembly
and Republican control of the senate.

After 1932 the Progressive element of the Republican Party con-
sidered the question of working from within the Republican Party
or establishing a new party. Contrary to the decision made earlier
by the elder La Follette, the new generation of Progressives deter-
mined to establish a new party and in the spring of 1934 the Pro-
gressive Party was created in Fond du Laec. Phil La Follette was
its candidate for Governor and in a 8-cornered race against the
incumbent Schmedeman and Howard Greene who was the Repub-
lican candidate, La Follette won the election of 1934 by less than
16,000 votes.

Two years later La Follette was again the candidate of the Pro-
gressive Party while Alexander Wiley was the Republican candi-
date and Lueck the Democratic contestant. La Follette polled over
200,000 votes more than Wiley and over 300,000 votes more than
Lueck. He also secured a working majority in both houses of the
legislature.

La Follette had long advocated the strengthening of the execu-
tive branch of the state government, and when he began his sec-
ond term in 1935 he scught to bring that about. Granted authority
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to reorganize the administrative agencies, he issued a series of
orders which sought to accomplish this. While this authority of
the Governor and the resulting orders were quickly abolished in
1939 when the Republicans gained control of the government, a
substantial number of the reforms ultimately crept back into the
state organizational pattern.

Among his proposals was an Executive Council composed of
legislators and laymen created to study legislative problems and
submit such problems to the legislature. Many people consider it
the predecessor of the now well-established Legislative Council.

Much of La Follette’s last 2 terms, 1935-39, were concerned
with re-establishing economic stability in the state and improving
the public assistance program, but he did not lose sight of his
long-range objective of public participation in the programs of
long-range economic planning. Out of it came the Wisconsin De-
velopment Authority, sometimes known as the Little TVA, and the
Wisconsin Agricultural Authority, but court decisions circumserib-
ing their fields of endeavor and subsequent unsympathetic legis-
latures prevented these concepts from being firmly established.

In 1938 the National Progressive Association was launched in
Madison, the main thesis of which was to bring the liberals of the
various parties together in order to stimulate the creation of such
a party within the several states. La Follette won the candidacy
of the Progressive Party for the governorship, but when the elec-
tion was over Julius Heil, the Milwaukee industrialist who started
in America as an immigrant boy, had beaten La Follette by nearly
200,000 votes.

The La Follette administrations, 1931-33, 1935-39, were periods
of aggressiveness on the part of the executive. In the legislative
session of 1937 the strong hand of the executive in shaping the
legislative program probably reached its peak.

He Retires To Private Practice As An Attorney

After La Follette retired from the governorship in 1939, he re-
turned to his law practice. As the clouds of World War II began
to gather, he applied for active duty in the army, and spent 34
months of the war in the Southwest Pacific Theatre where he
rendered distinguished service on the staff of General MacArthur.

Placed on inactive duty in 1945, he returned to his law practice,
and was associated with the law firm which ultimately became
La Follette, Sinykin and Doyle in Madison. An able attorney, he
rapidly gained the financial rewards which public office had
denied him. His business interests in the field of electronics
caused him to move to New York in the early 1950’s, but he con-
tinued his association with his law firm in Madison to which he
returned in 1959. Having attained the governorship at 33, he
still retains the vigor of maturity and remains the dean of the
surviving ex-Governors of Wisconsin.



ALBERT G. SCHMEDEMAN
GOVERNOR 1933-1935
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ALBERT G. SCHMEDEMAN, 1933-35

Governor Schmedeman was the first Democrat to occupy the
governorship since Governor Peck retired in 1895 and the last
Democrat to occupy the position until Governor Nelson took office
in 1959.

His Early Life

He was born in Madison on November 25, 1864, and except for
8 years while Minister to Norway and 8 years while head of FHA
in Milwaukee, he lived in this city all his life. His parents migrated
to this country from Germany at an early age to escape the Revolu-
tion of 1848. Henry, his father, wa§‘a tailor. The Governor was
one of 6 children, 4 boys and 2 giris. He attended public schools
in Madison and graduated from the Northwestern Business College
in that city.

At the age of 20 he began to work as a clerk in a clothing store
and learned the tailoring trade. He soon became a member of the
firm. He disposed of his interest after he was selected to go to
Norway.

His Early Political Experience

Although he resided in the 4th ward which was strongly Irish,
he was elected alderman in 1904 serving for 2 terms, part of the
time as the council representative on the Board of Education. He
held a position on virtually every city board or commission at
some time in his.life.

In 1910 he ran for Congress as a Democrat from the Madison
area against John M. Nelson, but was defeated. In 1912 he ran
unsuccessfully as a candidate for mayor as a Democrat. During
the campaign of 1912 he was a strong advocate of Woodrow ‘Wilson,
and managed a reception for Wilson in Madison during the cam-
paign. He was treasurer of the Democratic State Committee for
years. In 1913 when Wilson became President, he appointed Schme-
deman as Minister to Norway, a post he held for 8 years. In 1914,
while in Norway he was named as a delegate to represent the
United States at the international conference at Spitzbergen to
establish a government for that island. He was awarded the decora-
tion of the Order of the Knights of St. Olaf by the Norwegian gov-
ernment because of his helpfulness in assisting them to get Ameri-
can supplies during the blockade of World War I.

After his return from Norway, Schmedeman intended to retire
to private life and entered the insurance business, but in 1925
he was elected mayor of the city of Madison. He was serving his
4th consecutive term when he was elected Governor.

Schmedeman first tried for the office of Governor in 1928 and
was unopposed in the primary election but was defeated by Walter
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Kohler, Sr. in the general election, 547,738 to 394,368. Schmede-
man was not a candidate in 1930.

He Becomes Governor

The elections of 1932 are still fresh in the minds of most adults
of this nation. Schmedeman was one of 3 candidates for Governor
on the Democratic ticket in the primary and defeated his nearest
opponent 58,098 to 44,556, while Walter Kohler was defeating
Phil La Follette for the Republican nomination 414,575 to 319,884.
Few people felt that the Democrats could muster enough votes in
the general election to counteract the overwhelming primary vote
for the Republicans, but with the aid of the Progressives, Schmede-
man beat Kohler in the general election 590,114 to 470,805.

When the election was over, Franklin Roosevelt had carried the
state over Hoover, 707,410 to 347,741; the Democratic senatorial
candidate, F. Ryan Duffy, had won; half of the congressional
seats went to Democrats; only Theodore Dammann, Secretary of
State, remained among the Republicans in state-wide offices and
the Democrats had gained 60 seats in the assembly. Only the sen-
ate with 9 Democrats, 9 Progressive Republicans, 14 Republicans
and 1 Socialist had escaped the Democratic landslide.

Schmedeman entered upon a political scene when he took office
in 1933, which would have tried the courage of any man. There were
treasury deficits, substantial declines in tax revenues, unemploy-
ment, thousands of office seekers, labor troubles, bankruptcies
and farm troubles. As a calm, mild mannered, soft-spoken man,
Schmedeman did not appear to be particularly suited for the position
of aggressive leadership required to lead the state back on the road
to recovery. Because of his distaste for political struggle, however,
he was a good rallying point for all factions. This, together with
his long practiced policy of surrounding himself with able assist-
ants, enabled him to do a creditable job as Governor.

In spite of the sharp decline in tax revenues, he promised re-
duction in taxes of 25 per cent, and before he was through he
effected a 26 per cent reduction. Virtually every Governor in
the history of the state has made such promises, but Schmedeman
was one of the very few who accomplished it.

The Democratic victory after almost 40 years, plus the depres-
sion, resulted in literally thousands of applicants for state jobs,
few of which were at the Governor’s disposal. An effort was made
to abolish civil service, but the Governor resisted that.

Schmedeman’s technique of operation was to consult and delib-
erate on each problem with his able staff, and to make his decision
after weighing the alternatives. Once his decision was made, he held
to it. Among the major problems he had to contend with were
2 major crises. The first was the milk strikes during February
and May 1933. Among the farmers who had suffered by the dras-
tic reduction of prices and the inability of people to buy their
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products were a group who sought to prevent the distribution of
milk by blockading the highways. When this reached a condition
where free travel on the highways was being interfered with and
bloodshed appeared imminent, Schmedeman ordered out the Na-
tional Guard to open the highways. When his political opponents
sought to use this incident to discredit the Adjutant General,
Schmedeman promptly sent a message to the senate that the deci-
sion had been his, and that only he had the power to carry it out.

The XKohler strike again forced Schmedeman to call out the
guard to protect the property against destruction. Again he waited
as long as possible in order to have all the data available but
when he acted, his move was decisive.

Schmedeman’s administration was concerned primarily with the
depression. He closed the state banks prior to similar action in
regard to national banks. He sought a moratorium on loans against
farms and homes. A price control on milk was established and codes
were set up for the hard-pressed service occupations.

During his administration the prohibition amendment to the
Federal Constitution was repealed and Wisconsin had the task of
determining how intoxicants were to be sold in this state. Schmede-
man advocated a state commission to supervise the traffic, but the
legislature placed such controls in the local communities.

The Governor and his chief adviser, Leo Crowley, were in con-
stant touch with the federal officials in Washington during his
administration and their efforts were purported to have brought
about $300,000,000 of federal relief money to the state.

In the summer of 1934 while dedicating Rib Mountain State
Park at Wausau, he slipped and injured his foot. In the midst of
the campaign, he did not take care of his injury with the result
that his leg was amputated later that year. Some effort was made
to use this as an argument against his re-election in 1934. The
1935 Legislature voted him an appropriation for the loss of his leg.

His Later Life

The 1934 campaign pitted Schmedeman against La Follette,
Schmedeman having won the Democratic primary election by a
landslide. La Follette defeated him by a vote of 373,093 to 359,467.
Schmedeman was named Federal Housing Administrator for Wis-
consin by President Roosevelt in 1935 with office in Milwaukee.
He held this post until 1942 when he retired. ]

After 1942 Schmedeman was virtually an invalid being confined
to his home almost continuously. Governor Schmedeman died No-
vember 26, 1946, at the age of 82, of complications due to old age.
He was survived by his wife, the former Kate Regan, whom he
married June 1, 1892, and a son and daughter. He was buried in
Forest Hill Cemetery in Madison.



JULIUS PETER HEIL
GOVERNOR 1939-1943
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JULIUS PETER HEIL, 1939-43

Julius “‘the Just” Heil was considered by many writers as one
of the most colorful men ever to hold the position of Governor.
The press of his time was replete with homely and often amusing
incidents surrounding this vigorous and uninhibited personality.
The story of the rise of Julius Heil from a poor immigrant farm
boy to the position of a millionaire industrialist and Governor of
his state is truly a success story.

His Early Life

Governor Heil was the last of our Governors to be born abroad.
He was born on July 24, 1876 in Duesmond on der Mosel in Ger-
many, where his parents cultivated vineyards. When he was about
3 years old, the family migrated to America and settled on a farm
in the town of New Berlin in Waukesha County. The family first
lived in a log hut but before long they were living in a stone
house similar to that which they had left in Germany.

As a self-made man, the Governor was proud of the degree of
his accomplishments in spite of his limited education. He attended
the Mill Valley rural school until he was 12 years of age before
going to work. In 1888 he was hired by the L. S. Winton and Son
General Store at Prospect Hill as a general helper, in addition to
gathering potatoes and maple sap during the proper seasons. After
2 years in this position, Julius, now an orphan, went to Milwaukee
to seek his fortune. Here he worked for the Milwaukee Harvester
Company as a drill press operator, sold papers on the Milwaukee
Road trains and acted as conductor on a streetcar until his older
brother, Frank, secured a job for him at the H. W. Falk Manu-
facturing Company at 35 cents a day. Employed as a boiler fire-
man, assistant to the blacksmith and clean-up man, he learned
both the machinist and blacksmith trade. Having impressed his
employer with his industry, young Heil was selected by the Falk
Company to travel to many parts of the world to sell rail joints
to streetcar companies and to supervise their installation. While
on such a trip, he was offered a post with an English engineering
firm in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he operated the first elec-
tric street railway in that city.

‘In 1901 less than 12 years after he took his first job, he re-
turned to Milwaukee with the several hundred dollars he had
saved and organized the Heil Rail Joint Company which ultimate-
ly became the Heil Company. Although he married at this time,
he paid himself but $2 a day. Starting with 3 employes, the com-
pany expanded until it employed about 2,000 people in its 2 Mil-
waukee plants and one at Hillside, New Jersey. Julius Heil was
president of the firm until 1946 when he relinquished the post
to his son, Joseph, and became chairman of the board. The com-
pany became known for its manufacture of fabricated metal prod-
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ucts, the most important of which are road machinery, truck
bodies and tank trucks. During World War II the company made
34 different products for the armed forces and was the world’s
largest producer of aircraft refuelers. Heil had arrived in Mil-
waukee at just the right time to join the other great names in
Milwaukee's industrial life to make Milwaukee one of the great
industrial centers of the midwest.

As Governor

Governor Heil was a neophyte in politics when he ran for gover-
nor in 1938. Except for a defeat as Democratic candidate for Mil-
waukee city treasurer in 1908, he had never sought elective office,
and his only experience with government posts was in 1933-34
when he was NRA compliance officer for Milwaukee. Heil was a
decided dark horse when he entered the 1938 campaign for the
governorship. The Republicans and Democrats created a coalition
to defeat the Progressives when Robert K. Henry, Democratic
candidate for Governor, withdrew and Senator Bolens, his replace-
ment, drew only 78,446 votes. The result was that the amateur
Heil beat the 3-time Governor La Follette 543,675 to 353,381.

Two years later, in 1940, Heil won a second term from Orland
Loomis, the Progressive candidate, by a vote of 558,678 to 546,436
with MecGovern, the Democratic candidate, polling 264,985 votes.
In 1942 when Heil sought a third term he was defeated by Loomis,
the Progressive candidate, 397,664 to 291,945 with the Demo-
cratic candidate garnering 98,153 votes. Although Heil indicated
some interest in returning to the political wars, he never sought
office after his defeat in 1942.

Accustomed to operating a private business and unacquainted
with the nature and organization of state government, Heil was
frustrated by the nature of his governmental stewardship. He was
elected to the office of Governor in part as a protest against the
La Follette regime and particularly against the reorganization
plans developed in 1937 and 1938, yet some of the major reor-
ganization movements in the history of Wisconsin state govern-
ment were accomplished in his administration. The Motor Vehicle
Department was created out of splinters from 5 existing agencies.
The State Department of Public Welfare brought together the
welfare and institutional programs of the state under one agency.
The Tax Department was reorganized under a single commissioner
instead of a commission of 3 and the collection of beverage and
tobacco taxes, the enforcement of the antigambling laws and oil
inspection were integrated into the department. The Department
of Securities was created as a separate department and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture was reorganized under a part-time board and
a single full-time administrator.

Against the protests of many people Heil reorganized the build-
ing and loan organizations of the state on a sound basis. One of
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the most widely publicized agencies arising out of Heil’s first term
was the Division of Departmental Research, sometimes called the
“snoopers’ bureau” which under inept leadership disrupted the
poise and equilibrium of many state agencies under the guise of
seeking greater efficiency.

During the second Heil administration the nation was plunged
into war and the efforts of the state were geared to that task. Dur-
ing that time the State Guard was created to replace the National
Guard which had been called to active duty, the Defense Council
was created and compulsory military training was provided for
the university. Although an advocate of preparedness, he took
issue with the President on intervention in 1941.

Heil prided himself on the fine employe relations he had in his
own plants which had not had a walkout until 1942. During his
first term the Catlin law outlawing “stranger picketing’’ and a
new industrial peace law were enacted. As early as 1935 he was
credited with ending a Milwaukee streetcar strike after the mediat-
ors had gone for 72 hours without finding a solution, by leading
them in prayer after which the solution was found in 15 minutes.
In 1939 he was credited with settling a 26-day work stoppage at
the Allis Chalmers plant and in 1941 during a similar strike which
had led to some violence he drove his auto up to the pickets and
addressed them.

Although the salary of the Governor was but $6,000 a year
during his administration, Heil indicated that he spent $25,000
a year at his job. He rarely used the executive mansion and ran
the state from Milwaukee a great deal of the time. He maintained
quarters at the Milwaukee Athletic Club and in 1941 in spite of
violent protests he opened a Governor’s branch office in Milwaukee.
It is estimated that he spent less than 75 days a year in Madison,
and for a long time one paper carried a box on page 1 with the
words ‘“He’s in’”’ or ‘“He’s out.”

He made a valiant effort to keep the costs of government down
and sent department heads back to ‘“sharpen their pencils” when
they sought budget increases and new services. He is alleged to
have once told department heads at a budget hearing, “I don’t
want the good fathers and mothers in Wisconsin working themselves
round-shouldered trying to pay the tax collector.” Personally he
was a liberal giver, and the period of his administration is marked
by incident after incident in which he used his wealth for the
benefit of the unfortunates.

An extrovert and a constant traveler, he sold Wisconsin’s recrea-
tional facilities and dairy industry wherever he went. It is alleged
that he sent out as much as 9 tons of cheese in 214 pound blocks
each year at Christmas. In the course of his administration he ap-
pointed as many as 200 honorary colonels.

Governor Heil died November 30, 1949 of a heart attack suffered
while returning from a hunting expedition in nearby Jefferson
County.



ORLAND S. LOOMIS

GOVERNOR-ELECT TO TAKE OFFICE IN 1943. DIED DECEMBER 7, 1942
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ORLAND S. LOOMIS

Introduction

The inexorable hand of fate occasionally defeats the best-laid
plans of man. Thus it was that after reaching the goal toward
which he had set his sights, death struck down the Governor-elect
in 1942 before he could assume office, leaving to the realm of
speculation what would have occurred if the younger man trained
in the Progressive traditions had lived to assume the duties which
befell the octogenarian, Goodland. Not only did the untimely death
of Orland Loomis place the gubernatorial leadership in completely
different hands, but it raised serious questions on which sincere
men disagreed as to who succeeded to the governorship.

Technically it may be argued that because Mr. Loomis never
took the oath of office, he was never Governor of Wisconsin. We
are, however, interested not only in the accomplishments of the
men while leading the state but in the life account of the type of
person to whom the voters give the high honor of being the chief
executive. Therefore his biography is included.

Early Life

Governor-elect Loomis was born in Mauston, Wisconsin, Novem-
ber 2, 1893, and except for a tour of duty during World War I in
France, he lived in this state all his life. He was recognized as
Mauston’s leading citizen. He was the son of Morgan and Clara
(Stein) Loomis who had 2 sons and 2 daughters. His ancestors
came to this country in the early 1640’s. The Governor’s grand-
father was twice sheriff of Juneau County and once assistant Sec-
retary of State and his father, Morgan, was sheriff, deputy sheriff
or undersheriff of Juneau County for 20 years. His great-grand-
father fought at Lexington in the revolution. ‘Spike”, as he was
known to his friends, attended the public schools of Mauston and
studied for 2 years at Ripon College. While at Ripon he worked his
way through college by waiting on tables, but still had time to be
president of his class and a member of the track, basketball, base-
ball and debating teams and glee club. He then entered the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin and secured his bachelor’s degree in 1916
and his LL.B. degree in 1917.

The shadow of war encompassed the world, and it was inevitable
that the fledgling attorney would participate. Unlike the post
Civil War Governors who almost to a man assembled their own
military organizations and became the leaders thereof, Loomis
enlisted and ultimately went overseas with a medical supply unit.
He served from April 1918 to July 1919 as an enlisted man. On
June 22, 1918, before sailing for France, he returned to Mauston
to marry Florence Ely, the daughter of a Mauston merchant.

1Had Governor-elect Loomis lived to take office he would have begun
his term in 1943.
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Subsequently from 1927 to 1934 he was a member of the National
Guard.

When the war was over, Loomis returned to Mauston where he
established a law partnership with J. A. McFarlane. Later, on
the death of his partner a new firm was created under the name
of Loomis, Roswell and Chambers. He also acquired a farm near
Mauston.

Political Activity

The gubernatorial aspirant became an active public official in
1922 when he was named city attorney of Mauston, a post he held
until 1931. During this time he also acted from time to time as
prosecuting district attorney for Juneau County.

In 1928 he was elected to the assembly as a Liberal Republican,
defeating his opponent 4,196 to 1,505. He became a leader of
the Progressive element in the assembly and was active in the
field of public utilities. He did not seek re-election to the assembly
in 1930 but sought the senate seat as a Republican from the 31st
district which he won 9,940 to 348. He served in the 1931 and 1933
sessions, and was president pro tempore during the 1933 session.

In 1934 he sought the nomination of the newly-created Progres-
sive Party for Attorney General, but was defeated. In 1935 he
was appointed the first state director of the Rural Electrification
Authority for Wisconsin, a post he held until he became Attorney
General in 1936. He was the Wisconsin representative to the World
Power Conference in 1936. He defeated his opponent for the
Attorney General’s office in the primary by a vote of 90,920 to
66,240 and in the general election the votes for Loomis, his Demo-
cratic opponent and his Republican opponent were 394,252,
353,642 and 339,502.

In 1938 he was nominated by the Progressive Party as Attorney
General again, but was defeated in the general election by John
E. Martin who later went to the Supreme Court as a justice and
chief justice.

He Tries for Governor

In 1940 hopes ran high to defeat Heil as Governor and there
were 4 Democrats, 5 Progressives and 2 Republicans in the pri-
mary election, with only Heil and his Republican -opponent polling
as many as 60,000. In the general election Heil eked out a victory
by garnering 558,678 to 546,436 for Loomis and 264,985 for Ex-
Governor McGovern. By this time Loomis had assumed the leader-
ship of the Progressive Party.

In 1942 Heil sought a third term and again there were 11 can-
didates for the post of Governor in the primary, 6 Democrats, 3
Republicans, one Socialist and one Progressive. In the general
election Loomis received 397,664 votes to Heil’s 291,945, with the
Democratic candidate, Sullivan, receiving only 98,153. Loomis was
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the only Progressive who won. The lieutenant governorship went
to a Republican, as did the posts of Secretary of State, State
Treasurer and Attorney General.

The strain of the campaign, a respiratory illness and a series
of heart attacks intervened during Loomis’ preparations to assume
the governorship, and on December 7, 1942 he died in a Madison
hospital. At the suggestion of Governor Heil, the body lay in state
in the rotunda of the Capitol, and the Governor-elect was buried
in Mauston, his family home.

The death of Loomis created the most highly controversial issue
regarding succession to the governorship since the famous Barstow-
Bashford incident of 1855. Governor Heil maintained that a new
election must be held and that he remain in office until that elec-
tion was decided. Those supporting Lieutenant Governor Good-
land laid claim to the office as the constitutional succession to
the Governor and the advocates of Secretary of State Fred Zim-
merman maintained that because neither the Governor nor Lieu-
tenant Governor had yet taken the oath, he alone could become
Governor. Governor Heil referred the question to the Attorney
General at once. On December 11 the Attorney General petitioned
the Supreme Court to rule and on December 29 the court ruled
that Goodland became Acting Governor, in State ex rel. Martin v.
Heil, 242 Wis. 41.

We can only speculate as to what would have occurred if Loomis
had lived to assume the position of Governor. We know that he
was the only Progressive state officer elected and that the Re-
publicans controlled both houses of the 1943 Legislature, the
senate with 28 votes and the assembly with 73. Loomis campaigned
on the issue of conservation and economy in government.

The Reverend Alfred W. Swan said this at the funeral of the
Governor-elect, “It was his theory that Democracy applies not only
to the political life by which he rose to high office, and not merely
to social life by which he kept the friendly touch, but to man’s
economic life. He believed that the resources of a commonwealth,
its natural resources and its power resources, belong to the people
as owners and beneficiaries as well as users. To the application of
this philosophy he gave some of his best thought and most fruitful
years.” Even while an attorney in Mauston he became an out-
standing advocate of public ownership of utilities and represented
a number of municipalities in their efforts to acquire the property
of private utilities. The joint resolution relating to his life and
public service adopted by the 1943 session of the legislature described
him as the most effective champion of the consumers of electrical
energy for an efficient power program. During the campaign he
took opportunity to criticize Governor Heil for his many absences
from the Capitol and for attention to the interests of his industrial
plant rather than the state.

Governor-elect Loomis was survived by his wife, 2 sons and a
daughter.



WALTER S. GOODLAND
GOVERNOR 1943-1947
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WALTER S. GOODLAND, 1943-47

Introduction

Walter 8. Goodland was the oldest man ever to serve as Governor
of Wisconsin, being a little more than 80 years old when he first
took office. In fact, when he was elected Governor in 1944 he was
the oldest man to that time ever to serve as Governor of any state.
He is the only Governor to both acquire and relinquish the office
of Governor because of a death, having become Acting Governor upon
the death of Governor-elect Loomis and having died himself while
in office. )

Early Life

Governor Goodland was born in Sharon, Wisconsin, December
22, 1862, the son of Judge John and Carolina Melissa (Clark) Good-
land. His father had come to this country from England. Governor
Goodland had 4 brothers and 4 sisters and was the sixth child of
his parents. He lived in Sharon where his father was a teacher until
he was 2, when his family moved to Chicago where his father worked
for the Northwestern Railroad. The family then moved to Apple-
ton where Walter attended the public schools and completed one
year at Lawrence College.

Young Walter Goodland then taught school in the rural area
around Appleton for 5 years. Meanwhile he began to study law in
the office of his father who had become a lawyer and who served as
judge of the 10th circuit for 25 years. On March 9, 1886 Walter
Goodland was admitted to the bar. Because he did not consider
it proper to practice before the court of which his father was the
judge, he moved to Wakefield, Michigan, to establish a practice.
There the citizens urged him to start a newspaper and aided
him financially in setting up the Wakefield Bulletin, but fire vir-
tually wiped out Wakefield within a year.

In March 1888, Goodland founded the Ironwood Michigan Times
which operated until 1895. He played an important part in the
community during his stay there, and served as postmaster for 3
years under an appointment from President Cleveland.

In 1899 he became part owner and publisher of the Daily News
of Beloit, but he sold it the next year and became editor and pub-
lisher of the Racine Times. In 1915 he became president of the
Call Publishing Company which printed the Times. He retained
his ownership until 1933 when he retired to his farm in Franksville.
As a newspaperman his masthead carried the slogan “Independent
in everything, neutral in nothing.”

Goodland took an active part in the affairs of Racine as a cru-
sading editor and as an official of the city. He was president of
the Racine Water Commission for 12 years and mayor of the city
for one 4-year term.
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He Enters State Politics

In 1926 he was elected to his first of 2 terms as state senator
from the 21st district comprising Racine County. He did not run
in 1934.

In 1938 when Julius Heil was elected Governor, Goodland was
elected Lieutenant Governor. He was actually nominated by both
the Republicans and Democrats in a coalition movement to defeat
the Progressives but ran in the general election as a Republican.
He was re-elected in 1940 and in 1942. In 1942 the Republican
Convention dropped Goodland as its candidate for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, but he quickly announced his intention of running in spite
of convention rejection and his endorsed opponent withdrew.

He Succeeds to the Governorship

On December 7, 1942, Governor-elect Orland S. Loomis died
and the question arose as to who should succeed him because the
office of Governor-elect would be vacant when the inauguration
was to take place. In State ex rel. Martin V. Heil, 242 Wis. 41, an
original action for declaratory relief was taken before the Supreme
court to determine who became Governor on January 4, 1943.
The court held that ‘“‘on the first Monday of January, 1943 the pow-
ers and duties of the office of governor will devolve upon Walter
S. Goodland, the duly elected lieutenant governor, for the entire
term for which Mr. Loomis was elected.” Thus on January 4,
1943, Goodland became Acting Governor.

On January 13, when the legislature convened, Goodland pre-
gided over the opening session of the senate. The president pro
tempore was elected and according to the senate journal “At this
point the Honorable Walter S. Goodland, Lieutenant Governor
and president of the senate, and by reason of the recent death of
the governor-elect, Acting Governor of the state of Wisconsin, with
a brief expression of thanks to the members of the senate for their
cooperation with him during his incumbency as their president, and
admonishing them to maintain their past record of order and
decorum, regretfully took leave of the senate and repaired to the
Executive office having entered upon his duties as Acting Governor.”

He Is Elected Governor

In 1944 Goodland won the nomination for re-election over 4
other candidates of his party and defeated Daniel Hoan, his Demo-
cratic opponent, 697,740 to 536,357 in the general election. At
this time he was the oldest man ever elected Governor in any state
in the Union. In 1946 Goodland was renominated in a close race
which he won 193,199 to 177,816 for his closest opponent; and he
again defeated Hoan 621,970 to 406,499. In both primaries he won
without endorsement.

Having been precipitated into the governorship at an age when
most people have retired, and without time to plan, he was, however,
free of all political debts. He sought to build up a reserve in the
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treasury during the time of war prosperity to pay for the inevitable
costs of postwar rehabilitation and veterans’ benefits. This policy
led him into conflict with the legislature which sought to reduce
taxes, and the legislature remained in session especially long so
that they could seek to override his vetoes. He not only vetoed a
record number of bills, but his vetoes were overridden in 17 in-
stances.

As an outspoken foe of gambling he supported the 1945 Thomson
antigambling act and after warning several loecal officials to enforce
the laws or be removed, he actually removed several lax local law
enforcement officers.

During the 1945 legislative session a 15-point program for
improvement in the status of state employes was adopted including
a cost of living bonus, merit increases and a minimum salary of $100.

He evolved ‘“‘the cookie jar” theory of state finance whereby the
state would set aside money in good times to use when money was
hard to get. He presented no extensive executive program to the
legislature, but took very decisive action to reject proposals which
he felt were not in the public interest. One of his early vetoes
rejected a bill to stop the reorganization of small school districts.
He took pride in preventing the incorporation of an organization
devoted to anti-Semitism and rejected a request to extradite an
Alabama Negro sentenced to a long term for a minor theft.

When a legislative measure did not meet his approval, he would
reach for a pad and pencil and prepare a longhand veto message in
spite of the availability of clerical help, and his newspaper experi-
ence stood him in good stead in the terse and emphatic language
which he used in his messages to the legislature.

Although Goodland held office as a Republican, his political af-
filiation vacillated. He started out as a Democrat and held a post-
mastership under Cleveland. When he returned to ‘Wisconsin, he
supported the elder La Follette, but broke with the Progressives
under Blaine. He supported Zimmerman when l;e was elected
Governor in 1926 but broke with him while serviné in the senate,
vet in 1938 they ran on the same ticket. He supported Schmedeman
in 1934. He often ignored the political implications of his actions
in favor of what he considered the best interests of the state. His
great appeal lay in the feeling of the people that he was an honest,
sincere, wise old man.

Governor Goodland was married 3 times. His first wife, Christena
Lewis, whom he married April 26, 1883, died November 24, 1896.
His second wife, Annie Lewis, whom he married February 7, 1898,
died December 3, 1930. He married his third wife, Mrs. Madge A.
Risney, nee Roache, January 7, 1933. He had 2 sons and 2 daughters
by his first wife and one daughter by the second wife. Two sons
and 2 daughters, 17 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren sur-
vived him.

Governor Goodland died suddenly on the evening of March 12,
1947 as he was preparing to retire. He was buried in Racine County
near the farm to which he had hoped to retire.



OSCAR RENNEBOHM
GOVERNOR 1947-1951
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OSCAR RENNEBOHM, 1947-51

Oscar Rennebohm is the most recent example of a Governor who
rose to prominence from humble beginnings. Starting with a one-
man drugstore he became a successful businessman and then pro-
ceeded to devote himself to the public service. He is truly a native
son of Wisconsin.

Early Life

Governor Rennebohm was born May 25, 1889 on a farm in the
town of Leeds, Columbia County, one of 9 children: 5 boys and 4
girls. His early days were spent on the farm, and it is said that he
literally hammered his way into the school which was across the
road from his home. Following his older brothers and sisters to
school, he pounded on the door with a stick until the teacher in
desperation let him in and gave him a seat although he was too
young to be legally admitted to school.

When the future Governor was 10 years old his family moved to
Milwaukee where he graduated from East Division High School in
1908. As a high school student he was manager of the track team
and a member of the football team and of the city championship
basketball team. His interest in athletics never subsided.

Rise as Druggist

After working in a drugstore for a year he entered the University
of Wisconsin and graduated from the pharmacy course. Upon grad-
uation he went to work for a Madison druggist and one year later
he purchased an insolvent drugstore on the edge of the campus in
Madison. As a sole proprietor, he worked long hours to keep his
overhead expenses down. It is said that he would telephone a little
restaurant across the street to lay out a meal for him and would
rush over when it was ready, keeping an eye on his store so he
could rush back if a customer entered.

In 1920 he bought a second drugstere near the Capitol. Gradually
he added other outlets. During the next 8 years, 11 were acquired.
As the city expanded, his stores stretched out farther into the subur-
ban shopping centers until by 1959 he had 17 outlets.

Governor Rennebohm volunteered as an able seaman in World
War I and after attending officers candidate school was commis-
sioned an ensign. After his return, he married Mary Fowler who
during his administration was one of the most active first ladies
of the state. They have one daughter, Carol Ann.

His Political Activities

The first political office that Mr. Rennebohm sought was that of
Lieutenant Governor. In 1944 when Governor Goodland sought
the governorship under his own right, having served a full term
as Acting Governor, the office of Lieutenant Governor was strongly
contested because of Goodland’s advanced age. There were 8 can-
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didates on the Republican ticket in the primary and 11 candidates
in all. 283,470 votes were cast in the Republican primary and
Rennebohm with 78,535 or about 28 per cent of the vote, won the
nomination, and then went on to poll 672,462 votes in the general
election to become Lieutenant Governor.

In 1946, Goodland sought and gained another term as Governor
and although the race for Governor was hotly contested, Rennebohm
was unopposed in the primary polling 333,692 votes and won the
general election with 604,054 votes.

On March 12, 1947, Governor Walter S. Goodland died and Oscar
Rennebohm succeeded him as Acting Governor. Rennebohm was
placed in a very difficult position because he entered office midway
through a legislative session. He could follow the program begun
by Goodland or strike out new in accordance with his own con-
cepts. Although Goodland was never in complete accord with the
legislature, the complete reversal of his program would hardly have
been acceptable, and for Rennebohm to build and inaugurate a com-
pletely new program at that late date would have been impossible.
He therefore made no drastic proposals for the 1947 session.

In 1948, Rennebohm sought the governorship by election and de-
feated Ralph Immell in the primary 278,650 to 200,248 and went
on to defeat Carl Thompson, the Democratic candidate, in the gen-
eral election 684,839 to 558,497.

During Rennebohm’s administration the veterans’ housing pro-
gram, financed by an increase in the liquor tax, was instituted. One
of the most important developments was the establishment of a
systematic building program for the state under the State Building
Commission and the setting aside of a sum equal to 2 per cent of the
value of state buildings each year for this program. The real im-
petus which led to the erection of much needed buildings at the
institutions, state colleges and university was given by Rennebohm,
and well over $100,000,000 has been expended since then in this
program.

The Rennebohm administration sponsored some substantial chang-
es in public education. As a result of the studies of an interim com-
mittee created in 1947 the Callahan equalization formula for de-
termining school aids was modernized and expanded, compulsory
transportation of youngsters living 2 miles or more from school was
established and aids for such transportation set up. The powers
and duties of the county school committees created in 1947 to plan
school district organization were extended and clarified.

Substantial forward progress in the state’s program for the
mentally ill was also a major goal of the Rennebohm administra-
tion and new staff, facilities and leadership were provided.

Among the notable accomplishments of the Rennebohm adminis-
tration was the reactivation of the Division of Departmental Re-
search which had come to be known as the ‘“snoopers’ bureau’’
during the Heil administration. Through this division, the Governor
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was able to achieve many improvements in state service. Working
quietly with the departments many changes were inaugurated. Little
of this was reflected in specific legislation, but a new spirit of de-
sire for economical and efficient procedures spread through the
state service.

As Ex-Governor

In 1950, Rennebohm chose to retire from the governorship on
the advice of his physician and thus became the first Governor in
a generation to voluntarily give up the post.

Governor Rennebohm had long been active in the professional or-
ganizations related to pharmacy. He was president of the Wis-
consin Pharmaceutical Association, vice president of the American
Pharmaceutical Association and treasurer of the National Asso-
ciation of Retail Druggists. In February 1947, he was awarded
the American Druggists certificate for outstanding community serv-
ice in recognition of his unselfish civic activities. He was a member
of the State Board of Examiners in Pharmacy for 20 years before
becoming Governor.

Rennebohm gave many young pharmacists a start in his stores
and helped to finance some of them when they struck out for
themselves in other cities. His resources and interest made it
possible for him to assist young men of ability with scholarships
in their struggle to acquire college training. In the early 1940’s
he formalized this program by establishing a series of scholarships
for needy students at the university, based on a $50,000 trust fund.
His interest in the university culminated in his appointment in
1952 to the Board of Regents of which he has been vice president.
He took a very active part in the subdivision of the East Hill Farm
area at a profit for the university and is credited with conceiving the
idea for a shopping center in that area as a source of perpetual
revenue for the university. His astuteness as a businessman and
his ability as a distinguished citizen enabled him to bring valuable
resources to bear for the benefit of the university.

Governor Rennebohm never sought to be the leader of the Re-
publican party. He was more interested in improving the effective-
ness of state government, and his administration was characterized
by one of the veteran political observers as comparable to the ex-
cellent conservative administrations of Philipp and the elder Kohler.

Upon his retirement from the governorship, he was tendered a
testimonial dinner by the Capitol press corps, an honor never before
accorded an outgoing Governor. He is presently still active in the
management of his far-flung business interests and in his work as
a member of the University Board of Regents. He resides in the
village of Maple Bluff, a suburb of Madison.



WALTER J. KOHLER, JR.
GOVERNOR 1951-1957

Photograph of painting in Ezecutive Suite, State Capitol
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WALTER J. KOHLER, JR., 1951=-57

Introduction

Twice within the memory of living man the son of a Governor
has been elected to the same office in Wisconsin. In 1931 Philip
F. La Follette assumed the seat held by his father, Robert M. La
Follette from 1901 to 1906, and in 1951 Walter J. Kohler, Jr. as-
sumed the position held by his father, Walter J. Kohler, from 1929
to 1931. Both of the sons also served in the armed forces during
World War II in the Pacific Theater of Operations; La Follette in
the army and Kohler in the navy. Both had illustrious war records.

‘Walter J. Kohler, Jr. was the first Governor of Wisconsin born
in the 20th century. He was born April 4, 1904 in Sheboygan, the
son of Walter J. and Charlotte S. Kohler. His father was the head
of the Kohler Company, which was to become one of the nationally
known manufacturers in its field and the core of one of the world’s
model communities.

‘Walter Jr. attended the Sheboygan public schools, and Phillips
Andover Academy. He graduated from Yale in 1925.

Early Life

As the son of the head of a large manufacturing concern he
started to work at the family plant during vacations at 14 years of
age as a laborer. After graduation from college, he returned to the
plant concentrating on engineering and ceramic research until 1929
when he turned his attention to sales and merchandising. It was
during this period that his father sought and won the position of
Governor. The son participated in the campaign. In 1936 Walter
J. Jr. became a director of the Kohler Company and in 1937 was
named secretary.

It was inevitable that he would answer the call to arms in 1941,
and he volunteered for active duty the day after the debacle at
Pearl Harbor. He was commissioned a lieutenant in the navy in
April 1942 and sailed for overseas duty in the Pacific Theater in
January 1943. He served in the Solomon Island campaign that
year and in January 1944 he was assigned to the aircraft carrier,
Hancock, serving in the Fast Carrier Task Force combat operations
in the Western Pacific including the Philippines, Okinawa, Iwo Jima,
South China Sea and the Japanese Islands. In October 1944 he
was promoted to lieutenant commander.

The future Governor was discharged from the navy in October
1945 and returned to the Kohler Company. In 1947, however, he
left the Kohler Company to become president of the Vollrath Com-
pany of Sheboygan, a company manufacturing stainless steel prod-
ucts.

Political Activity

Governor Kohler’s debut in politics on his own was in April 1948
when he ran as a delegate at large to the Republican National Con-
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vention and polled more votes than any other delegate, thus estab-
lishing a political reputation as a vote-getter.

In 1950 incumbent Governor Rennebohm declined to run for re-
election on doctors’ orders. Kohler was endorsed although he had
opposition in the primary and he defeated Carl Thompson, the Demo-
cratic candidate, in the general election by 80,000 votes.

In 1952 Kohler had no opposition in the primary and polled
1,009,171 votes to Proxmire’s 601,844 in the general election.
Kohler thus became the first and only gubernatorial candidate in the
history of the state to poll over a million votes. Again in 1954 Koh-
ler was unopposed in the primary and defeated Proxmire by 36,000
votes out of a total vote of about 1,158,000. In 1956 he declined to
break the tradition that no man serve more than 3 terms as Governor.

In 1957 he sought the U.S. senatorship for the unexpired term
upon the death of Senator McCarthy, but was defeated 435,985 to
312,931 by William Proxmire whom he had previously defeated
twice in the race for Governor.

Contributions As Governor

The 8 terms of Walter J. Kohler were marked by Republican
control of both houses of the legislature. During his administration
after a series of referenda and court decisions a reapportionment
act which adhered to the spirit of reapportionment on a population
basis was enacted known as the Rosenberry Act after retired Chief
Justice Rosenberry who was chairman of a committee which pre-
pared the proposal.

Throughout the Kohler regime the problem of the organization of
higher education was debated, and in his last term the present co-
ordinating committee was created to provide unity in the policies,
development and programs of the separate agencies. At the same
time the extension center of the University and the Milwaukee State
College were consolidated as a branch of the University. Stout
and Platteville Institute of Technology were put under the Regents
of the State Colleges.

Several major substantive revisions of the statutes were accom-
plished, including revision of the criminal code, children’s code
and administrative code.

The Motor Vehicle Department’s law enforcement organization
was enhanced by the establishment of a training school and the
expansion of the patrol to 250 officers. The point system was also
adopted.

A Division of Industrial Development was created in the Gov-
ernor’s Office to provide data and assist communities in attracting
industry and business. The Division of Departmental Research
which had been reactivated by Governor Rennebohm was continued,
and major internal reorganizations were effected in the larger de-
partments, and the Governor was authorized to co-ordinate the serv-
ice agencies.
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Wisconsin’s first civil defense law was enacted. The authority
of the State Beverage Tax Division over gambling was extended.
Wisconsin became the first state to permit persons who had not
resided here a year to vote for presidential electors.

The tremendous building program of the state was continued with
particular emphasis on expansion of the University of Wisconsin,
state colleges and many badly needed public welfare facilities. In
this period the Judicial Council, Food Standards Advisory Commit-
tee, Natural Resources Committee, Investment Board and the Gov-
ernor’s Educational Advisory Committee were created.

Throughout Governor Kohler’'s administration the problem of
financing state government plagued the executive and the legisla-
ture as the costs of government increased and the services expand-
ed. However, continued prosperity and gradual inflation caused the
revenues of the state to inch upward so that no drastic revision of
the tax system was required. Provision was made for the biennial
review of all state budgets by the legislature.

Among measures of benefit to agriculture under Kohler’s admin-
istration was the enactment of the most elaborate state-wide Bru-
cellosis control program in the nation.

Kohler was recognized for his contribution to public affairs during
his term as Governor. In 1951 an honorary LL.D. degree was con-
ferred on him by Beloit College. In January 1952 the American
Veterans Committee Credo of a Public Servant Award was made
to him for helping to raise public standards in the United States.
In 1956 the Wisconsin Society of Sons of the American Revolution
awarded him a gold medal for distinguished civic and patriotic
achievements.

Post Gubernatorial Activities

Following his retirement from the governorship, Kohler re-
turned to his position as president of the Vollrath Company in
Sheboygan. His civic responsibilities did not, however, end. He
had long been active in the affairs of the American Cancer Society.
He was chairman of 2 state campaigns for the society, state presi-
dent, a national director, a member of the executive committee, and
chairman of the national society’s board of directors. '

Governor Kohler married Celeste McVoy Holden in 1932 but the
marriage ended in divorce in 1946. In 1948 he married Charlotte
McAleer. He has a son and a daughter. He resides at Windway in
Kohler.



VERNON W. THOMSON
. GOVERNOR 1957-1959

Photograph of painting in Executive Suite, State Capitol
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VERNON W. THOMSON, 1957-59

No Governor in the history of the state came to the governorship
with a longer and more thorough apprenticeship in state affairs
than Vernon W. Thomson. All of his life and all of his training are
connected with Wisconsin and from 1935 to 1957 when he became
Governor he had held a state elective office continually., Unlike
3 of his 4 immediate predecessors he was a man of moderate means.

Early Life

Governor Thomson was born in Richland Center, Wisconsin,
November 5, 1905, the son of A. A. Thomson and Ella Wallace
Thomson. His father’s family was among the early settlers of
Monroe County. His father was associated with public education
as county superintendent of schools, principal of the Richland
County Normal School and supervisor for the State Department of
Public Instruction. Vernon, one of 4 children, was reared in Rich-
land Center.

After graduating from Richland Center High School, the Governor
attended Carroll College in Waukesha from 1923-25 where he played
basketball, was a member of the debating team and was active in
campus politics. He then transferred to the University of Wisconsin
where he worked his way through school, graduating in 1927. From
1927-29 he taught in the Viroqua High School and worked as a
substitute mail carrier in the summer. From 1929 to 1932 he at-
tended the University of Wisconsin law school, working his way
through school as a waiter, teacher and basketball coach.

Although his employment by a governmental unit actually began
in 1927 as a teacher, he became intimately associated with the gov-
erning process immediately after receiving his law degree in 1932.
From 1933 to 1935 he served as assistant district attorney of Rich-
land County and was city attorney from 1933 to 1937 and again
from 1942-44,

In addition he was mayor of Richland Center for more than 3
terms beginning in April 1944, and served 11 years as president
of the library board of that city.

It was on June 6, 1936, that he married Helen Davis of Viroqua.
They spent their honeymoon in Cleveland, Ohio where Thomson was
a delegate to the Republican National Convention. They have 2
daughters and a son.

1934-50 Legislative Leader

Thomson first ran for the assembly in 1934, 2 years after he
graduated from law school. He served 8 consecutive terms, 1935
through 1949. During his last 5 campaigns he had no opposition
in the general elections except from write-in or independent candi-
dates. At the beginning of his third term in 1939 he was elected
speaker of the assembly, a post he held for 3 consecutive terms.
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Thereafter, he was Republican floor leader during the 1945, 1947
and 1949 sessions.

Among his legislative proposals of lasting effects are those creat-
ing the trust fund for veterans’ rehabilitation; the local budget law
requiring local governments to prepare and publish a budget; re-
organization of the Department of Public Welfare; creation of the
Department of Taxation and Board of Tax Appeals and authored an
early proposal to reorganize the system of higher education. He
sponsored one of the early moves to facilitate reorganization of
the local school districts by abolishing those with low valuation.
Thomson was an expert parliamentarian and an astute partisan
leader.

One of the highlights of Thomson’s legislative career was the
enactment of the Thomson antigambling law in 1945. Although
gambling has been prohibited in this state by the Constitution since
1848, in the 1930’s and early 1940’s gambling was rampant and
local enforcement in many areas did not exist. Rigid enforcement
of this law quickly curtailed commercial gambling and more than
50,000 slot machines disappeared or were confiscated.

As Attorney General

In 1950 the Republican nomination for Attorney General was
available because for the first time since 1934 there was no Re-
publican incumbent to consider. In the primary of 1950 Thomson
defeated Dieterich for the Republican nomination for Attorney
General 224,913 to 149,589 and then went on to win the general
election by defeating the Democratic candidate, Henry Reuss,
615,309 to 470,057. In 1952 and 1954 Thomson was unopposed in
the primary for renomination to the position and defeated his
Democratic opponents in the general election.

As Attorney General, Thomson took an active part in seeking
more favorable consideration for Wisconsin users of natural gas,
in reducing the interstate barriers to Wisconsin dairy products
and in enforcement of the laws prohibiting restraints against trade.

As Governor

Governor Thomson was nominated as the Republican candidate
for Governor in 1956 without opposition as the most likely candidate
to succeed Governor Kohler who had served 3 terms. He then de-
feated William Proxmire, the 3-time Democratic candidate, 808,273
to 749,421, He entered office with a Republican majority in both
houses of the legislature, but with an articulate minority in op-
position.

The problems of his administration were largely financial be-
cause of the constant increase in the demands for governmental
services. He did not betray his pledges to operate the government
from traditional sources of revenue. Careful budgeting, elimination
of nonessentials, broad use of building corporations to construct
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new buildings and rising tax revenues enabled the state to assume a
much greater share of the cost of education and leave a surplus in
the state treasury of more than $16,000,000 with no increase in the
basic tax rates.

Among the measures enacted into law during the 1957 legislative
session was an act to provide group life insurance for state em-
ployes, one of the most stringent lobbying laws in the nation, the
enactment of a modern motor vehicle code, supervision of welfare
funds, the adoption of daylight saving time and the overhauling of
the public retirement systems, including the adoption of a system
of variable annuities. Welfare and educational institutions fared
well in receiving additional funds for operation, salaries and addi-
tional buildings.

Governor Thomson adhered closely to the Republican standard
throughout his career. Not only was he elected to the several state
offices as a Republican, but he was a delegate to 4 national con-
ventions and took a major part in the early proceedings of the 1952
convention in behalf of the candidacy of Robert Taft. Shortly
thereafter he was offered a responsible post in the Eisenhower ad-
ministration by Herbert Brownell, the Attorney General. Early in
his career Thomson was the executive secretary of the Young Re-
publican Federation.

A lean man of medium height, Governor Thomson is an immaculate
dresser whose graying hair adds dignity to his appearance. He is
an excellent speaker with years of training as a debater. He was
well-known for the effective use of words on the platform.

The election of November 1958 saw the defeat of Governor Thom-
son, all the constitutional officers except the Secretary of State, the
Republican majority in the assembly and made the balance of pow-
er in the senate much closer. Exactly half of the congressional seats
were won by each party. At the time few people had been so bold
as to predict this outcome although in retrospect many sensed that
it was possible if not probable. The farmers’ plight, a mild recession
and the nationwide trend foresaw some changes.

Governor Thomson retained his residence in Madison and en-
tered the private practice of law. While it seems unlikely that a
man who had been active in state politics for a quarter of a cen-
tury should abruptly abandon all political interests and activities,
only the unpredictable future will reveal the path Governor Thom-
son takes in the fulfillment of his hopes and aspirations.
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Agriculture

Alice in Dairyland and Her Associates — An Example of State
Promotional Activity, by Willard T. Reese, 1956 Blue Book, pp.
101-104.

A Century of Agriculture in Wisconsin, by Walter H. Ebling, 1940
Blue Book, pp. 185-196.

Consumer Co-operation in Wisconsin, by Harold M. Groves, 1937
Blue Book, pp. 209-228.

An Example of Technical Assistance — The Animal Disease Diag-
nostic Laboratory, by E. P. Pope, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 105-106.

The Future of Agriculture in Wisconsin, by Chris L. Christensen,
1937 Blue Book, pp. 155-168.

Protecting the Consumer through Inspection to Assure Conformity
to Standards, by Dwight D. Forsyth, W. B. Griem and Claire Jackson,
1956 Blue Book, pp. 95-100.

Research and Technical Assistance to the Farmer — The Develop-
ment of Grasslands, by Richard Powers, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 90-94.

The Situation in Agriculture, by Walter H. Ebling, 1935 Blue
Book, pp. 45-57.

Soil Erosion Control in Wisconsin, by Noble Clark, 1940 Blue
Book, pp. 143-154.

The State’s Activity in Assuring That Dairy Farmers Are Paid
for Their Milk, by Richard Powers, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 83-89.

Wisconsin’s Agriculture, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 103-113.

Aviation
‘Wisconsin’s Future in Aviation, by Ralph M. Immell, 1940 Blue
Book, pp. 177-184.

Business (See Industry and Business)

Citizenship
Citizenship Training in Wisconsin, by Richard C. Wilson, 1942
Blue Book, pp. 169-175.

Commerce (See Industry and Business)
Conservation

Forestry in Wisconsin, by F. G. Wilson, 1942 Blue Book, pp.
177-185.

Elections
The Election Processes in Wisconsin, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 177-184.
Sovereignty and Democracy in Wisconsin Elections, by George
Brown, 1935 Blue Book, pp. 71-93.
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Geography

The Use of Wisconsin Land, by John S. Bordner, 1935 Blue Book,
pp. 59-70.

Wisconsin’s Land, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 89-95.

Government (See also Municipalities)
The Community of Governments in Wisconsin, by M. G. Toepel,
1952 Blue Book, pp. 75-172. .
The State Government of Wisconsin, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 139-147.
Your State — Wisconsin, 1942 Blue Book, pp. 219-231.
‘Wisconsin, the State, by M. G. Toepel, 1952 Blue Book, pp. 77-119.
The Wisconsin State Building Program, by Wisconsin Legislative
Reference Library, 1952 Blue Book, pp. 173-184.

Handicapped, Vocational Rehabilitation

Opening Employment Opportunities to the Handicapped, by C. L.
Greiber, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 124-128.

Highways

Traffic Safety in Wisconsin, by R. C. Salisbury, 1942 Blue Book,
pp. 159-168.

The State as a Buyer — Building a Highway, by William F.
Steuber, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 146-154.

History

Centennial Observances, 1937 Blue Book, p. 193.

The Four Wisconsin Capitols, 1948 Blue Book, pp. 127-139.

Official Opening of Wisconsin’s Centennial Year, by Merle C.
Palmer, 1948 Blue Book, pp. 85-128.

The Old Northwest, by Joseph Schafer, 1937 Blue Book, pp. 185-
192.

Some Land Marks in Wisconsin History, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 213-
222,

‘Well Done U.S.S. Wisconsin, by E. N. Doan, 1946 Blue Book,
pp. 185-192,

Wisconsin Anniversaries, by Joseph Schafer, 1935 Blue Book,
pp. 3-28.

‘Wisconsin Celebrates Its Centennial, by Merle C. Palmer, 1950
Blue Book, pp. 123-175.

‘Wisconsin Government Enrolls for War, by Edward N. Hein, 1944
Blue Book, pp. 75-113.

Wisconsin in the Defense Program, by R. S. Kingsley, 1942 Blue
Book, pp. 151-158.

Wisconsin Plans Its Centennial, by Merle C. Palmer, 1948 Blue
Book, pp. 77-83.

Wisconsin — The Thirtieth Star, by Edgar G. Doudna, 1948 Blue
Book, pp. 141-200.

‘Wisconsin’s Famous People, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 193-202.
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Industry and Business

Authorizing and Regulating a State Bank, by William E. Nuesse,
1956 Blue Book, pp. 178-182.

Approving the Plans and Construction of Certain Buildings, by
Roger Ostrem, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 174-177.

An Engineering Service Function — The Electrical Standards and
Instrumentation Laboratories, by Robert J. Parent, 1956 Blue Book,
pp. 214-217.

Licensing by the State, by M. G. Toepel, 1956 Blue Book, pp.
155-162.

An Overview of the Relationship of Wisconsin State Government
to Business, by Warren J. Samuels, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 71-82.

Protecting the Public and Producer Interests in Public Utilities,
by H. J. O’Leary, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 204-208.

Regulating the Transportation of Passengers within Urban Com-
munities, by A. W. Larson, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 201-203.

Restraints on the Sale of Securities, by Edward J. Samp, 1956
Blue Book, pp. 141-145.

Safeguarding Our Food Supply, by Jerry Dunn, 1956 Blue Book,
pp. 163-167.

Securing Permission to Operate a ‘“For Hire” Truck, by Eugene
Henkel, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 194-200. )

State Regulation of Advertising, by Kathleen Kepner, 1956 Blue
Book, pp. 183-193.

The University Promotes Community Employment Development,
by Kenneth E. Rindt, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 168-173.

Wisconsin’s Commerce, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 129-138.

Wisconsin’s Industry, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 115-127.

Labor

State Services in Bringing the Job and the Worker Together, by
A. L. Beier, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 129-135.

The State and Labor Relations, by Arvid Anderson, 1956 Blue
Book, pp. 136-140.

Legislature

Members of Wisconsin Legislatures: For 1848 to 1915, inclusive,
1915 Blue Book, pp. 253-315 and pp. 488-539; for 1917 to 1927, in-
clusive, 1927 Blue Book, pp. 643-652; for 1927 to 1935, inclusive,
1935 Blue Book, pp. 261-266; for 1937 to 1943, inclusive, 1944
Blue Book, pp. 186-190; for 1945 to 1957, inclusive, 1958 Blue
Book, pp. 315-322.

Statute Lawmaking in Wisconsin, by Edwin E. Witte, 1937 Blue
Book, pp. 129-154.

Libraries
State Aid to Libraries, by C. B. Lester, 1940 Blue Book, pp. 155-
160.
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Municipalities

City and Village Government in Wisconsin, by F. N. MacMillin,
1952 Blue Book, pp. 136-146.

The Cities of Wisconsin, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 149-163.

Special Districts in Wisconsin, by M. G. Toepel, 1952 Blue Book,
pp. 163-172.

Town Government in Wisconsin, by George S. Wehrwein, 1935
Blue Book, pp. 95-107.

Village Government in Wisconsin, by George S. Wehrwein, 1940
Blue Book, pp. 161-170.

Wisconsin County Government, by M. G. Toepel, 1952 Blue Book,
pp. 120-135.

The Wisconsin Town and Its Government, by M. G. Toepel, 1952
Blue Book, pp. 147-162.

Pensions (See Public Welfare)

Population

Some Trends Revealed by the 1940 Census, by Edwin E. Witte,
1942 Blue Book, pp. 129-150.

Wisconsin’s People, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 79-88.

Public Welfare

The Case of the Unfortunate in Wisconsin, 1958 Blue Book, pp.
185-192.

Development of the Wisconsin Pension Program, by George Keith,
1940 Blue Book, pp. 129-141.

Radio

W.H.A. Wisconsin Radio Pioneer, by Harold B. McCarty, 1937
Blue Book, pp. 195-207.

Recreation
Recreation Facilities in Wisconsin, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 203-212.
Relax in Wisconsin, Friendly Land of Beauty, by J. H. H. Alex-
ander, 1940 Blue Book, pp. 171-176.

Schools

The Educational System of Wisconsin, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 165-
176.

Symbols, State

‘Wisconsin Symbols, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 73-77.
Your State — Wisconsin, 1942 Blue Book, pp. 219-231.

State Tazxation and Finance

Financing Wisconsin State Government, 1954 Blue Book, pp. 69-
176.

Wisconsin Public Revenues, by Charles D. Rosa, 1935 Blue Book,
pp. 29-44.
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Unemployment Compensation

Another Wisconsin First — A Systematic Procedure for Payments
to Workers During Periods of Unemployment, by Paul A. Raushen-
bush, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 118-123.

Veterans
Wisconsin’s Rehabilitation Program for Returning Servicemen,
1946 Blue Book, pp. 137-184.

Vocational Education
Training Our Citizens to Earn a Living, by C. L. Greiber, 1956
Blue Book, pp. 107-112.

Water
State Activities to Prevent the Pollution of Surface Waters, by
Theodore F. Wisniewski, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 209-213.
Wisconsin’s Water, 1958 Blue Book, pp. 97-102.

Workmen's Compensation
Workmen’s Compensation — A Wisconsin First, by Harry A.
Nelson, 1956 Blue Book, pp. 113-117.

Zoning
Rural County Zoning in Wisconsin, by W. A. Rowlands, 1937 Blue
Book, pp. 169-183.
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WISCONSIN CONSTITUTION

Amendments adopted through 1959 are incorporated in the text.

ARTICLE I
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

Section

1. Equality; inherent rights.

2. Slavery prohibited.

3. Free speech; libel. .

4. Right to assemble and petition.

5. Trial by jury; verdict in civil
cases. .

6. Excessive bail; cruel punish-
ments.

7. Rights of accused.

8. Prosecutions; second jeopardy;
self-incrimination; bail; ha-
beas corpus.

9. Remedy for wrongs.

10. Treason.

11. Searches and seizures.

12. Attainder; ex post facto; con-
tracts.

13. Private property for public
use.

14. TFeudal tenures; leases; aliena-
tion.

15. Equal property rights for al-
iens and citizens.

16. Imprisonment for debt.

17. Exemption of property of
debtors.

18. Freedom of worship; liberty of
conscience; state religion;
public funds.

19. Religious tests prohibited.

20. Military subordinate to civil
powers.

21. Writs of error.

22. Maintenance of free govern-
ment.

ARTICLE II.
BOUNDARIES.

Section

1. State boundary.

2. Enabling act accepted.

ARTICLE III
SUFFRAGE.

Section

1. Electors,

2. Who not electors.

3. Votes to be by_ballot.

4. Residence saved.

5. Military stationing does not
confer residence,

6. Exclusion from suffrage.
ARTICLE IV.
LEGISLATIVE.

Section

1. Legislative power.

2. Legislature, how constituted.

3. Apportionment.

4, Assemblymen, how chosen.

5. Senators, how chosen.

Source: 1957 Wisconsin Statutes.

Section

Qualifications of legislators.

7. Organization of legislature;
quorum; compulsory attend-
ance.

8. Rules; contempts; expulsion.

9. Officers. .

10. Journals; open doors; adjourn-
ments.

11. Meeting of legislature.

12, Ineligibility of legislators to
office. .

13. Ineligibility of federal officers.

14. Filling vacancies.

15. Exemption from arrest and
civil process.

16. Privilege in debate.

17. Style of laws; bills.

18. Title of private bills.

19. Origin of bills.

20. Yeas and nays.

21. Repealed.

22. Powers of county boards.

23. TUniform town and county gov-
ernment.

24. Lotteries and divorces.

25. Stationery and printing.

26. Extra compensation; salary
change.

27. Suits against state.

28. Oath of office.

29, Militia.

30. Elections by legislature.

31. Special and private laws pro-
hibited.

32. General laws on enumerated
subjects.

33. Auditing of state accounts.

ARTICLE V.
EXECUTIVE.

Section

1. Governor; lieutenant gover-
nor; term,

2. Eligibility.

3. Election.

4. Powers and duties.

5. Repealed.

6. Pardoning power.

7. Lieutenant governor, when
governor.

8. Lieutenant governor president
of senate; when secretary of
state to be governor.

9. Repealed.

10. Governor to approve or veto
bills; proceedings on veto.
ARTICLE VI.
ADMINISTRATIVE.
Section

1. Election of secretary of state,
treasurer and attorney-gen-
eral; term.

2. Secretary of state; duties,
compensation.

3. Treasurer and attorney-gener-
al; duties, compensation.

4. County officers; election,

terms, removal; vacancies.
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ARTICLE VIIL
JUDICIARY.

Section

1. Impeachment; trial.

2. Judicial power, where vested.

3. Supreme court, jurisdiction.

4. Supreme court justices; term;
election; quorum.

5. Judicial circuits.

6. Alteration of circuits. .

7. Circuit judges; election, eligi-
bility, term, salary.

g Circuit court, jurisdiction.

. Vacancies; judicial elections.

10. Compensatmn and qualifica-
tions of judges.
11. Terms of courts; change of

judges.

12. Clerks of circuit and supreme
courts.

13. Removal of judges.

14. Judges of probate.

15. Justices of the peace.

16. Tribunals of conciliation.

17. Style of writs; indictments.

18. Suit tax. .

19. Testimony in equity
master in chancery.

20. Rights of suitors.

21. Publication of laws and deci-
sions. .

22. Commissioners to revise code
of practice.

23. Court commissioners,

24, Retirement and eligibility for
office of justices and cir-
cuit judges.

suits;

ARTICLE VIIIL
FINANCE.

Section

1. Rule of taxation uniform; in-
come, privilege and occupa-
tion taxes.

Appropriation; limitation.

Credit of state.

Contracting state debts.

Annual tax levy to equal ex-

penses.

Public debt for extraordinary
expense; taxation.

Public debt for public defense.

Vote on fiscal bills; quorum.

Evidences of public debt.

Internal improvements.

[y

ARTICLE IX.

EMINENT DOMAIN AND PROPERTY
OF THE STATE.

Section

1. Jurisdiction on rivers
lakes; navigable waters.

2. Territorial property.

3. Ultimate property in lands;

and

escheats.
ARTICLE X.
EDUCATION.
Section
1. Superintencent of public in-
struction.

2. School fund created; income

applied.
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Section

3. District schools; tuition; sec-
tarian instruction.

Annual school tax,

Income of school fund.

State university; support.

Commissioners of public lands.

. Sale of public lands.

0NSOT

ARTICLE XI.
CORPORATIONS.

Section

1. Corporations, how formed.
2. Property taken by municipal-

3. Municipal home rule; debt
limit; tax to pay debt.

3a. Acquisition of lands by state
and subdivisions; sale of ex-

cess.
General banking law,

g: Repealed.
ARTICLE XII.
AMENDMENTS.
Section

1. Constitutional amendments.
2. Constitutional conventions.

ARTICLE XIII.
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

Section
1. Political year; elections.
2. Dueling.
. Eligibility to office.
. Great seal.
. Residents
where to vote.

3

4

5 lands,
g. Legislative officers.

8

9

on Indian

. Division of counties.
. Removal of county seats.
. Election or appointment of
statutory officers.
10. Vacancies in office.
11. Passes, franks and privileges.
12. Recall of elective officers

ARTICLE XIV.
SCHEDULE.

Section

1. Effect of change from terri-
tory to state.

2. Territorial laws continued.

3. Territorial fines accrue to
state.

4. Rights of action and prosecu-
tions saved.

5. Existing officers hold over.

6. Seat of government.

7. Local officers hold over.

8. Copy of constitution for presi-
dent.

9. Ratification of constitution;
election of officers.

10. Omitted; obsolete.

11. TFirst elections.

12. Omitted; obsolete.

13. Common law continued in
force.

14, Officers, when to enter on
duties.

15. Oath of office.
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PREAMBLE

We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our free-
dom, in order to secure its blessings, form a more perfect government,
insure domestic tranquillity and promote the general welfare, do estab-
lish this constitution.

ARTICLE 1.

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

Equality; inherent rights. Section 1. All men are born equally free and
independent, and have certain inherent rights; among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness; to secure these rights, governments
are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent
of the governed.

Slavery prohibited. Section 2. There shall be neither slavery, nor in-
voluntary servitude in this state, otherwise than for the punishment of
crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.

Free speech; libel. Section 3. Every person may freely speak, write and
publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of
that right, and no laws shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty
of speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions or indictments for
libel, the truth may be given in evidence, and if it shall appear to the jury
that the matter charged as libelous be true, and was published with good
motives and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the
jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact.

Right to assemble and petition. Section 4. The right of the people
peaceably to assemble, to consult for the common good, and to petition
the government, or any department thereof, shall never be abridged.

Trial by jury; verdict in civil cases. Section 5. The right of trial by
jury shall remain inviolate, and shall extend to all cases at law without
regard to the amount in controversy; but a jury trial may be waived by
the parties in all cases in the manner prescribed by law. Provided, how-
ever, that the legislature may, from time to time, by statute provide
that a valid verdict, in civil cases, may be based on the votes of a speci-
fied number of the jury, not less than five-sixths thereof.

Excessive bail; cruel punishments. Section 6. Excessive bail shall not
be required, nor shall excessive fines be imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.

Rights of accused. Section 7. In all criminal prosecutions the accused
shall enjoy the right to be heard by himself and counsel; to demand the
nature and cause of the accusation against him; to meet the witnesses
face to face; to have compulsory process to compel the attendance of
witnesses in his behalf; and in prosecutions by indictment, or informa-
tion, to a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the county or dis-
trict wherein the offense shall have been committed; which county or
district shall have been previously ascertained by law.

Prosecutions; second jeopardy; self-incrimination; bail; habeas corpus.
Section 8. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offense with-
out due process of law, and no person for the same offense shall be put
twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor shall be compelled in any criminal
case to be a witness against himself. All persons shall, before convic-
tion, be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses when
the proof is evident or the presumption great; and the privilege of the
writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless when, in cases of
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it.

Remedy for wrongs. Section 9. Every person is entitled to a certain
remedy in the laws for all injuries, or wrongs which he may receive in
his person, property, or character; he ought to obtain justice freely, and
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without being obliged to purchase it, completely and without denial,
promptly and without delay, conformably to the laws.

Treason. Section 10. Treason against the state shall consist only in
levying war against the same, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them
aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the
testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in
open court,

Searches and seizures. Section 11. The right of the people to be secure
in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches
and seizures shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue but upon
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly de-
scribing the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized.

Attainder; ex post facto; contracts. Section 12. No bill of attainder,
ex post facto law, nor any law impairing the obligation of contracts,
shall ever be passed, and no conviction shall work corruption of blood
or forfeiture of estate.

Private property for public use. Section 13. The property of no person
shall be taken for public use without just compensation therefor.

Feudal tenures; leases; alienation. Section 14. All lands within the
state are declared to be allodial, and feudal tenures are prohibited. Leases
and grants of agricultural land for a longer term than fifteen years in
which rent or service of any kind shall be reserved, and all fines and
like restraints upon alienation reserved in any grant of land, hereafter
made, are declared to be void.

Equal rights for aliens and citizens. Section 15. No distinction shall
ever be made by law between resident aliens and citizens, in reference
to the possession, enjoyment or descent of property.

Imprisonment for debt. Section 16. No person shall be imprisoned for
debt arising out of or founded on a contract, expressed or implied.

Exemption of property of debtors. Section 17. The privilege of the
debtor to enjoy the necessary comforts of life shall be recognized by
wholesome laws, exempting a reasonable amount of property from sei-
zure or sale for the payment of any debt or liability hereafter contracted.

Freedom of worship; liberty of conscience; state religion; public funds.
Section 18. The right of every man to worship Almighty God according to
the dictates of his own conscience shall never be infringed; nor shall any
man be compelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship, or to
maintain any ministry, against his consent; nor shall any control of, or
interference with, the rights of conscience be permitted, or any prefer-
ence be given by law to any religious establishments or modes of wor-
ship; nor shall any money be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of
religious societies, or religious or theological seminaries.

Religious tests prohibited. Section 19. No religious tests shall ever be
required as a qualification for any office of public trust under the state,
and no person shall be rendered incompetent to give evidence in any
court of law or equity in consequence of his opinions on the subject of
religion. :

Military subordinate to civil power. Section 20. The military shall be
in strict subordination to the civil power,

Writs of error. Section 21. Writs of error shall never be prohibited by
law.

Maintenance of free government. Section 22. The blessings of a free
government can only be maintained by a firm adherence to justice, mod-
eration, temperance, frugality and virtue, and by frequent recurrence to
fundamental principles.
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ARTICLE IL

BOUNDARIES.

State boundary. Section 1. It is hereby ordained and declared that the
state of Wisconsin doth consent and accept of the boundaries prescribed
in the act of congress entitled “An act to enable the people of Wisconsin
territory to form a constitution and state government, and for the admis-
sion of such state into the Union,” approved August sixth, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-six, to wit: Beginning at the northeast corner
of the state of Illinois—that is to say, at a point in the center of Lake
Michigan where the line of forty-two degrees and thirty minutes of north
latitude crosses the same; thence running with the boundary line of the
state of Michigan, through Lake Michigan, Green Bay, to the mouth of
the Menominee river; thence up the channel of the said river to the Brule
river; thence up said jast-mentioned river to Lake Brule; thence along
the 'southern shore of Lake Brule in a direct line to the center of the
‘channel between Middle and South Islands, in the Lake of the Desert;
thence in a direct line to the head waters of the Montreal river, as
marked upon the survey made by Captain Cramm; thence down the main
channel of the Montreal river to the middle of Lake Superior; thence
through the center of Lake Superior to the mouth of the St. Louis river;
thence up the main channel of said river to the first rapids in the same,
above the Indian village, according to Nichollet’s map; thence due south
to the main branch of the river St. Croix; thence down the main channel
of said river to the Mississippi; thence down the center of the main chan-
nel of that river to the northwest corner of the state of Illinois; thence
due east with the northern boundary of the state of Illinois to the place
of beginning, as established by “An act to enable the people of the Illi-
nois territory to form a constitution and state government, and for the
admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing with the
original states,” approved April 18th, 1818.

Enabling act accepted. Section 2. The propositions contained in the
act of congress are hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and shall
remain irrevocable without the consent of the United States; and it is
hereby ordained that this state shall never interfere with the primary
disposal of the soil within the same by the United States, nor with any
regulations congress may find necessary for securing the title in such
soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and in no case shall nonresident
proprietors be taxed higher than residents. Provided, that nothing in
this constitution, or in the act of congress aforesaid, shall in any manner
prejudice or affect the right of the state of Wisconsin to 500,000 acres
of land granted to said state, and to be hereafter selected and located -~
and under the act of congress entitled “An act to appropriate the pro-
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and grant pre-emption rights,”
approved September fourth, one thousand eight hundred and forty one.

ARTICLE IIL

SUFFRAGE.

Electors. Section 1. Every person, of the age of twenty-one years or
upwards, belonging to either of the following classes, who shall have
resided in the state for one year next preceding any election, and in the
election district where he offers to vote such time as may be prescribed
by the legislature, not exceeding thirty days, shall be deemed a qualified
elector at such election:

(1) Citizens of the United States.

(2) Persons of Indian blood, who have once been declared by law of
congress to be citizens of the United States, any subsequent law of
congress to the contrary notwithstanding.

(3) The legislature may at any time extend, by law, the right of suf-
frage to persons not herein enumerated; but no such law shall be in
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force until the same shall have been submitted to a vote of the people at
a general election, and approved by a majority of all the votes cast on
that question at such election; and provided further, that the legislature
may provide for the registration of electors, and prescribe proper rules
and regulations therefor.

‘Who not electors. Section 2. No person under guardianship, non com-
pos mentis or insane shall be qualified to vote at any election; nor shall
any person convicted of treason or felony be qualified to vote at any
election unless restored to civil rights.

Votes to be by ballot. Section 3. All votes shall be given by ballot
except for such township officers as may by law be directed or allowed
to be otherwise chosen.

Residence saved. Section 4. No person shall be deemed to have lost
his residence in this state by reason of his absence on business of the
United States or of this state.

Military stationing does not confer residence. Section 5. No soldier,
seaman or marine in the army or navy of the United States shall be
deemed a resident of this state in consequence of being stationed within
the same. .

Exclusion from suffrage. Section 6. Laws may be passed excluding
from the right of suffrage all persons who have been or may be convicted
of bribery or larceny, or of any infamous crime, and depriving every
person who shall make or become directly or indirectly interested in any
bet or wager depending upon the result of any election from the right
to vote at such election.

ARTICLE IV.

LEGISLATIVE.

Legislative power. Section 1. The legislative power shall be vested in
a senate and assembly.

Legislature, how constituted. Section 2. The number of the members of
the assembly shall never be less than fifty-four nor more than one hun-
dred. The senate shall consist of a number not more than one-third nor
less than one-f