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Do you hunt to bag or bag to hunt? Research 
shows that ritual and tradition help make days 

afield memorable whether you bag game or not. 
This is especially true in deer camp. The last 

hunt reveals all. 

ROBERT JACKSON and ROBERT birds and deer far beyond the legal bag successful hunt so it was easy for a full 
NORTON, UW-La Crosse limits and by any available means. For game bag to become the objective of a 

“If you knew you had only one more him this would truly be the measure of game manager’s effort. Our society often 
hunting day in your lifetime, how would the last “perfect” hunting day. pagent success Cee acquisi- 
you spend it?” Fortunately, he was very much the tion. ‘or hunters . ishermen this 

That was the final question used in exception. Many hunters told first about sometimes means that not only satisfac- 
our Wisconsin Hunter Performance the large number of important exper- tion but even personal worth is 
Study. The nearly 1,000 waterfowl and iences they would like to cram into one measured by the amount of game 
gun deer hunters who answered it had last day in the field. But when they bagged. : : 
just gone through a two-hour home summed it up, the talk was mostly about i As the popularity of hunting : 
interview that probed their deepest moti- companionship with a family member or increased and hunting opportunity 
vations, values and satisfactions. Each valued partner, esthetic qualities say of became more limited, fish and game 
response summed up a lifetime of an October day or of a float trip for agencies began to count recreation days 
outdoor experience. Each revealed a ducks or perhaps a shared experience in the field as the criteria of Success. 
unique personality and a set of signifi- with a hunting dog. Hunters learned to “handicap 
cant values that guided conduct during In particular, hunters frequently themselves in the field through use of 
the hunt. described sights, sounds, and odors of bows, muzzle loaders, or lighter shotgun 

Answers were thoughtful and often the outdoors, the woods, marsh, or wild- gauges. Surprisingly, many of these indi- 
thought-provoking. One hunter immedi- life, an early morning frost or some other viduals who reduced the likelihood of ; 
ately blurted, ‘I would break every law in memorable impression. The majority bagging game talked of increased satis- 
the book! No matter what | did, they never mentioned bag as primary but faction gained from the hunt. ' 
couldn't hurt me.” He went on to most thought seeing game was a But expectations are high. During the 
describe a hunt where he would take prerequisite for the last hunt. ee last four years our research teams inter- 
$$ The idea that hunter satisfaction is viewed almost 600 waterfowl hunters <@ Art by Deann De La Ronde Wilde : measured by game bagged can be and 1,500 gun deer hunters in the field 

Wee the forthoomaine beck Whicisies be pop. traced back to the earliest days of game _on the day of the hunt. On a four point 
Jaton Management in the North Central States,” to be management in the United States. A big scale ranging from excellent to poor we released in December, 1980 by the North Central Section of He 7 the Wildlife Society. harvest had traditionally meant a were amazed to find that half the 

Wisconsin waterfowl hunters contacted 
he LE declared they had a poor hunt, while 
NT. : (Ff) only 9.5% judged it to be excellent. 

Day Oi, WLNE Deer hunters were somewhat more posi- 
LE. Oe al tive. Some 17% saw their hunt as excel- 

; EEE FZ, byob lent while 35.1% said it was poor. Even 
By Ce ae Za er Pe SZ successful hunters were not always 

bE Mie FEE bh ee, dee es Be satisfied. We interviewed one deer hunter 
ae CZ 3; (2 Zp pe ge ae eer... 7) in Unit 49 who reported seeing 25 deer 

ae CEE Zig a ae oe cee aoe that morning and who concluded his 
A (BEG im Lo) eA ee SF hunt by bagging a 6-point buck at 10 
i eB AG Age aS o’clock on opening day. When asked to 
P We Pe Ik ay describe his most satisfying experience 

: 1 ee) E>, ay Gea ae me he declared it was the bottle of beer he 
Vy EYEE EL eae had that afternoon. Further discussion 

i y) Vex) ee Oa aged with him and others helped us find out 
Mie ei (4 ee eee what it is that satisfies a hunter. 

é VA if Hh ke First and foremost, satisfaction is 
CA Va d ef based on expectation. The less we 
V0), eA H expect the more easily we are satisfied. 

W) Te — ON A oer Fas This Unit 49 hunter later admitted he 
2 se q/) WN ee Ly) pee te had hoped for an even bigger buck and 

your" N y % \ : ie IN Yh eee f planned on a full nine days of hunting. 
ps i ‘ el é Lf, Z = i) \f Lae ey _ He was now faced with the legal fact 
LLIES ee PDK PEE. oes oooh oh eee Ye Me a that because he had killed his deer he DO EOOYI HE, Sams > : BGS pee had to stop after a hunt that lasted only 

L Pape iL Maree. © ee ee 3'% hours. (Most deer hunters would 

5



pes Se eR ES eee ae ae ee STS write a script in which they bagged a that not everyone afield is successful? describes our culture and hunting in 

a e buck the last afternoon of the last day of More than 70% of the duck hunters Wisconsin is probably no exception. 
Pd 4 AGRI iw xh = the season.) This individual wanted to observed by our study didn’t bag a duck. Philosophers and psychologists tell us, 

4 eee oo (| Ce & ie . hunt every day. His early success had The question to ask is ‘‘Did you make a however, that tradition and ritual can 

2 wy wh TET as Te am Ter nee ae esp RT \G ean ap Ae f created a dilemma because the hunting clean kill?’’ not, ‘‘Did you get your elevate any recurring event from mere 
i 4 i : E Wh if i ey y \) it Wi ! ; i ; iV 4 i] Wy i aN De me Ne wy, Me a activity was almost more important than deer?” If we stress seeing wildlife or play to a meaningful and satisfying life- 

e ky He i ti i i ' i v Nd i Wi | ae Le ¥ ue Mn Ea Net DS ae Le ES the bag. enjoying companionship, it’s possible for time activity. Families and communities 
| Nod i Tapa ry if : ge ' aa) HN Ht a i) Pate he Roe ai pe Rs ag Seis “i ‘ States with much lower percentages every hunter to be satisfied. Our prelimi- are wise to build such things around 

ie Nf a Bee AS ANN 4 a i Ala 8 iN Ait 8 sR eae i Ys vite i ees My ke of hunter success in killing deer report nary studies indicate that bow hunters seasonal, religious, and important family 
2 NON WA i N a Hi i H Ly Lia | 4 ad ia 4 sf bf ee] Wf] y ia ie a RAG ia A that hunter satisfaction is greater than are far more likely than gun hunters to happenings. The same principle applies 
5 | i x Re 4 i t HANH A ay ie i ij | ti oy my: - that found in Wisconsin. A study cite nature appreciation and solitude as to hunting or any other outdoor 
: ae ‘a i Nave a. |e eres 4 f a i i VS ap Me ae Regma | conducted in Maryland indicated that important satisfactions. A number of recreation. 

Fe Nebo wa 1 MH u 4 fi ‘ fal faa ea eS | a 4 62% of the hunters reported good or them told us how bow hunting contrib- A case history of a family that did it 
4 A es Re a al Wa a em i Wl Ls fs _ a in I excellent hunting. Yet, the success rate uted to change in expectations, and, as will illustrate. The Lisses settled near 

ES ma | ah oo Ata \a uy \ AN i ef BG bE RF; ‘ fM a bi was only 3%. In fact, 45% failed to see a result, in satisfactions. Most bow Pulaski, north of Green Bay, years ago 
: y oR 4 y \, 1 a gf, i ee o even one deer. So hunters can be satis- hunters spend long hours on the stand and many of them still live in the vicinity. 

Ee ae ~ 4 a a Ney iad W pea ay a fied without killing or seeing deer. With and have unusual opportunities to The father was a small game hunter, but 
= i ee Aj — Cy eS | ag | ff low expectation for a kill, other satisfac- appreciate nature. One hunter told us in 1930 and ’32 Ed Liss, the oldest son, 
: \\ S ge HF Y es : ASE: Or Ny ie ‘ be tions become more important. Maryland about the superb stand he built. On went deer hunting with some friends and 

: iss Ze z Sd bes NN TNE a 4 hunters described satisfaction in terms opening weekend he discovered that this ) 
b Vil Lo a gee iH A hy ae f ey of companionship, solitude, food, and was also home territory for a local squir- \ ‘ HI 

- (7; aK <>, fe “ LENE ES nature appreciation. But in Wisconsin rel. It chattered, talked and frisked about ¢ She 

a ie mee Bh Vi. Fe many pressures push hunters to expect in a way which was bound to affect deer Fi xN \ SAY | & 

4 oe “ae Ks A & shooting success. The media tell us movement. He described his anger and — Rea 1 |, 
a Pei ie ay Mit a there are a million deer in the woods and _ temptation to kill ‘that darn thing.” But aS ea. Wi 
A os ne uy 4p if i 7 Be that over 100,000 of us will probably then somehow a close friendship began Ce a ee 

iS yyy Sy Q shoot one. The forecast becomes an to develop that continued throughout the Ye it 
4 Sue) a 1 i? Se L4 expectation and absolute goal. | know bow season. By October he was feeding i Voom NN 
4 | 5 A) fy ae e both of us have felt almost unbearable the animal by hand. He never told us fre a. 

“s j beg, ith, WX Es pressure to bag a deer in recent years. whether he got a deer last season but he af aa . AS FS La 

FG NG ge I Nati, ‘a a Even bag limits create expectations. did say it was one of his best seasons Z Seer =" 
a |g ON A | How many times have you heard hunters ever. He also emphasized just how bow Or — 

e Wits » Boas. TG a GN) 4 or fishermen talk about ‘‘limiting out?” A hunting had gradually changed his whole ~<_* —.. = y RS ee =o 
2 - RU eo 2 limit can become the ultimate measure set of expectations. Thy Se oN 

‘ i a i ee BOM a of the hunting experience. It shouldn’t Two other major ingredients in our thd Cy ee 
| (0 eae i a be! recipe for a good hunt concern ritual and he | / Sse cea 
@ spl re DO oad eee eta ba If you want to guarantee satisfaction tradition. Unfortunately Mid-America a West Se 
ie tea ARERR a eRe one: 2 you have to define the good hunt in comes up short in concern for tradition. Ms oe gg 
Se eee oe gn en Gn Een Se ee ee eS broader terms. Do most hunters know The “here and now,generation’’ aptly % NE ey ny 

Illustration by Jana Fothergill, Belleville, WI " 1 

e : * time, let’s make a couple of drives.” by Johnson’s stand and finally out to strated, “there are no trails through 
Cc Come to think of it | didn’t say “‘let’s the road. | had chased one doe to that swamp.” 

ag make a couple of drives.” | sweetened within 30 feet of my standers. “Walt,” | assured him, “it’s like 
Z i my initial statement with a suggestion Reflecting now on their version of walking through a park going through 

Deer camp is tradition, cama- riverman in 23 years? Shall | first write But taking things according to a for one drive — which | would make seeing the doe, they must have been that swamp. And it’s all downhill.” 
raderie, and good-natured about the chairman of the board who sort of mind-blowing index — this while the two of them took stands on standing together instead of stretched | further promised that Roger would 
ribbing. It is also an esthetic goes successively downstream year _riverman’s buck is at the top of the list. the upper river road. Reluctantly and out to cover the greatest length of keep him in sight and not let the 

Ba , after year in terms of time atcamp and _So that’s the story I’ll tell. : suspiciously the duo finally agreed. road. But at least they had been slightest thing happen to one grey hair 
experience. The author S this season stopped in only to say The first thing that happened was “All you have to do is walk around _ standing and this riverman can forgive on his balding head. He finally 
weekly column, “Downstream hello? Shall | inform my readers of the inexplicable. There they were, the two * the upper river road and stand until | them for being afraid of letting each succumbed to my arguments and | left 
with Cal” captures the differ- fortunes gained and spent in one night of them. Outside camp at one time. come through.” other out of sight. After all, they have for the river where | had found a rela- 
ent moods. and lost the following morning? Shall | Dressed in their hunting clothes and | unequivocally promised deer. | not been in the woods very often in tively open spot earlier and which | had 

talk about the wondrous sights of wild- cradling their rifles as if they were would have promised my soul to get recent years. picked as the perfect stand for the 
; 1 __ life we were privileged to view? Should going hunting. It was difficult to ‘ one good hunt out of those two. The They were about to quickly head incipient drive. 

CAL ERICKSON, Editor, Florence _ | describe the gourmet menus our believe; the first of several unbeliev- last time they went hunting, which was back to camp when | suggested It was one of those beautiful days 
Mining News — 3 cook created on the old wood stove? = able events which transpired out at several years ago, Walt carried an another drive — this time for them. we had for hunting last season. The 

My cup runneth over. My brain is Does the unbelievable event of a | Cherub Lodge on the Pine River this | empty gun and Roger, as the ammuni- “It'll only take a few minutes,” | snow was crispy and crunchy. A bril- 
filled to the brim. | am the Pine River in second buck hanging on a _ hastily past season. 3 tion bearer, followed in the rear with found myself pleading again. ‘‘It won’t liant sun in a blue sky flooded the 
flood stage. | have so much to report erected rack rank top priority? Should Walt Dalla Grana allowed as how he one shell. Not having succeeded in be much longer than walking straight woods with light. 

on this recent memorable deer season the initiation of an eight-year-old son might take a walk up the wrinkled face that hunt, they have since stayed close back to camp.” | reached my little clearing, partially 

| don’t know where to begin. into camp life be of first concern? of the old granite bluff that thrusts out to the hearth in camp. | suggested that | go down and cleared by beavers and partially by 
Shall | tell about the miracle Certainly the buck that completely of bedrock along the river to the west. | dutifully carried out my drive. | stand by the river and they make a popple which had grown up, died, and 

Tuesday afternoon which culminated outsmarted a group of avid woodsmen Roger thought he might take a stroll climbed the cliff behind the old camp little swing to me through a sidehill fallen down. 

in the first unassisted buck for this deserves some primacy. And my down the river road. then worked down it through the swamp and then we would all walk the | took a seat on a blown-down tree 
ee ae winning the camp-cutting champion- “Geez,” | pleaded. “‘As long as we rocks, and then around the end of the lower river road back to camp. and waited. Watched and waited. 

printed trom the Florence Mining News, November 29 7 wae " . a “ aa? and December 6, 1978 ship cannot be diminished by time. — got three hunters out of camp at one cliff, up again through the evergreens But Calvin,” Dalla Grana remon- 
Continued next page... 
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those experiences changed everything. or marriage. We discovered the Lisses older member. During this time every 

Back then, the Wisconsin season was through a young family member who certified member evaluated the neophyte 

open only in alternate years, but by had told us about the tremendous satis- in terms of gun safety, ability to sit and 

1933 when it became annual again all factions he got from deer hunting, even stay on a deer stand, and participation 

the Lisses were deer hunters and had though at age 20 he had never shot a in a drive without getting hopelessly lost. 

purchased a ‘‘hunting 40” in Marinette deer. So impressed were we that an interview 

County. Ever since, for more than 40 These are some of the rituals he had with the four brothers went to the top of 
years they've used the same camp and gone through to establish membership: our research agenda. When it came off, 

the same two room shack every season. First, there was a period of trial and the magic of deer hunting and good 

During that time the group grew from the testing. Once he reached legal hunting Polish hospitality combined to create an 

initial four brothers and father into a age (12) he was required to spend two atmosphere of excitement, warmth, and 

party of almost 20 that spans three successive seasons in the woods humorous recollection. It was still 

generations. Today, new members can carrying a stick instead of a gun. No tag December but there was already antici- 

be brought into the group only by blood was purchased for him to be filled by an pation for next season. Eyes and smiles 

Listened and waited. Silence except through a hall of broken glass. A few The buck dropped from sight, mortally 
for the ubiquitous chickadees who mincing steps at a time. Then a pause. wounded. 
soon discovered a stranger in their More steps. Closer. | strained my eyes. | walked up to him gingerly, with 
midst and held conversations about it. Tensed. My right hand glove slid off. shaking legs. Then, quivering like a 

Then | heard them coming. Suddenly a head poked out behind popple leaf in a spring storm, | raised 

Animals. Their hoofs breaking a large balsam and sun glinted off a my rifle once again and found it diffi- 
branches and pounding icy snow. rack of antlers. A buck. He took a cult, standing above him, to make the 

Soon they were in sight, a large doe tentative step forward, his head close final dispatch. 
and what was obviously her fawn to the ground, as if sneaking away And | found it difficult to believe that 
making tracks through the edge of the from something menacing. His front this riverman with a_ half-century 
sidehill swamp and headed back for quarters showed and | raised my rifle behind him stood there trembling with 
the upper river road. Scared and and with my heart somewhere in the an acute case of buck fever. Twenty- 
leaving the country with the velocity of vicinity of my brain, let off a shot. He three years was a long time. But a 

a 30-30 bullet. didn’t move and the reflexes of many good one. 

Then silence again. | waited and years came back for a moment and | 
listened until the silence seemed to said, “Erickson, get that front bead f 
become deafening. The two were all | down in the notch and on those i 
would see, | concluded, and started to shoulders.” ae) | 
relax. Shortly my drivers should come And for a moment, my muscles Ss 

blundering through and | should be obeyed and the second shot was true. al 
able to hear them for a half-mile. EN a \ 

But suddenly the script changed. | . By \ 
could hear a deer coming from my left. | ee ee 
Not the pounding of hoofs and snap- eS Ss vr eg aE : 
ping of frozen twigs and branches. But SS Pe ae pe a9 
more like a_ ballerina tip-toeing ; 2 while ‘ — ‘ 
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The camp log book. Started in 1932 by Frank 4 c i ( # 
Liss, it has recorded the details of every hunt R be i 
since. , 5 py : 
lit up as the men recalled their trophy “Vi Se ee a 
bucks. Significantly, enthusiasm was just } Te — Bes Ki A 

as strong when they described the “ oe OS Pos - a ve 

conifer woods bathed in sunshine, the Cal SS oe 
mystery surrounding the swamp stand, ee, Bei Pe ee 
the five gallon crock of Polish duck soup, 7 Hf mM a ag is Lie * 

the card playing and camp chores. a ee 
For the Liss clan (remember, blood aad al ‘7 A, cs ae 

or marriage!) deer hunting is a year- aa Poe” ae es 
round activity. Planning for next season arenes Bie 7? ae) ae 
begins almost immediately after camp is oO” aaa hd 
closed for this one. Education of the ae ee ; dtd ‘e bi, ‘ 

Trophy in Paint by Artist Dolores Roberson, Wears > : . u i / 
Valley Road, Townsend, TN 37822. Mage 

Art by Deann De La Ronde Wilde, Rt. 2, Belleville 53508, Vv 
courtesy of In the Wild, 127 State St., Madison, 53703. 
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young is a never-ending process and ) ih ry | Je Nes SNwlgons e | } Aw mi Hal wih ey Ve a vy Lane Ne | Pon eT an i) AR Ra i wy on SA) 
one of the older men emphasized that ) AY i i i Ben eee As PA | Y, i}, Vee ‘ng Mee bi Chia ee Ne ee i Oe Volt PY 
they try to ‘‘teach the right expecta- 4 GR ith iA Vii i y ( phy diy) r , | wre ta th mp At en iy SAN et a mi W/ a HE “V Ae t) poet 

tions.”’ Richard said their dad taught d 4 i Vy ny ) Vile 4 jit At i bsihepy Sil ie NM | \ : A aes TALS iy 

them first to identify the game, ‘then AM eA VT WP Atay whe Pa Nhe Pit Fs | a ae i at WA? Me Raat t 

shoot it only if you want it for food, not hy aN aN \ 4 i ‘ il | \\ : Ab, Vii i ‘ WON ae \ hi Uy ae i 

just for the pleasure of shooting.” , VN i, | MO AA A otha) Q \ ee ab NOME hy is Naa eit i on ee i 

Shared hunting skills are important. , Pw If) ry ’ y hese i i MUNA NG ah game SARS a . er a ; j " 

Frank Liss started an official family ee /r* NTN (Y) Wid j When tA | Ai yh : Kee | n fi! A wn . PAINT Ae aol A he ia TEM tA NTE RRA Na nt | 

hunting log in November of 1932. It | \ is ay, Aye Mi iy ; | CEE DE Tee Laie Ms Get Nhe me Uae Hh, rae ila Fah) LEMS VARA Sy eae ARE TA SNR fon MN) eo A i 

records the specifics of every deer kill yi Pity Mai ANY i - f wm tye PA AE NOE Be Bh MED ann RY MOHAN A, y 

and other significant aspects of each : Pi Li XK \ a ante ; Vy rea | \ i tyh Pa Ae oe 7 ‘ oy hy HVA ( DUNCAN ys ( 

season for a 38 year period. Family PA. (\) CEMA oy yy) MN HNO RexT | i Wh aft 1 NL A SN INS SAAN ATOM x iN Uae ah iien es he 
property the log never leaves hunting WA AN “ yar , UR MA i 4) / RSG L ra \ a Aub. Ny i ss Mech Ne a Won i wt A Pe De if 

camp. Over the years the party has Wi Ween we Vide DSA RCHLNGS DOA, DRA AWA di Lene 1 aN CaN TST: SE WRG Ne mi 

developed almost 40 drives, each with 4 Kip) Na 1 hy i < yr ! Lm K Ry j ,) 1 a ' Wy Vs, i : wheels f Us i oon es, Ne ee ay hia ie mi nh i 

its own strategies that relate to position ia er ss Meh vhs y uN im Nb a hs j ea h K iy Mg) A a q Coa (Ws ae oN » a We Ben as ey } ; 
of standers, routes for drivers, wind ae ee | A! SN if MINT) ids, | Mi NG Aisi, * Sa di deh [spat Rodale Ne a LM A Oaks Ai 

direction, geographical boundaries and ai, \ v\ tony <A be os | MW 1, NS “As 4) ) / yy vo ms Mi ae a ¥ al i A ig a 
other details. It is Ed’s job as huntmaster ent TNA 1) iN i A Ld oh” NANA ty eA , ji 4 wi A 4 2 { A bi A ia aera nS 

to test the wind direction each morning Lee NG ll LN \ if oe Ki HORN | UN) Yas Var Hs Wd ee ial hi i a Ct ARON 855 

and determine exactly which drives are + i Ags a Figs aia ; 'p ay Piet vs AY, en if ( i i Uy ig! foe a ae ne aa ee a 

to be made that day. The party never | a r abd Ki CN ‘hs a Vinh! ) Nun’ Nia vue a he. \ vii \ MO eam hc 

drives the same area more than twice a i i yy | 4 i ‘gd 4 \ . if AS ih i Vi ip WV \ | \ iV DA” a th gt, ona ala i oo Ae ae ae i, \ \ 

season. (One particular drive may not ff 1} ' i, j “\ TN I aN Hy } } \ f ae . } is Ae ae a FP ERE TS ae me 

be made for a number of years because | v4 Ree | OM oe UA Ae AN i ee ee 
it calls for a S.E. wind.) In the area ; | \ W ee aati ka | RINNE 7 4 xy Pin ' pe fot "i ay ie | EE Fah al ee Pe alin 1 ih Be 

where these men hunt, trees, hills, lakes, ry: \. j uv { j 4 i Rl MW i ce hy ee i A EIT i eciaablaa } 

and swamps all have an identity. Each \" x Ps iy C IM RY i AN 1 / iK\ } tf ae Nea i i td 

has a name and can be recognized Ait NOS hi x \ i ree | \\ Le \\i ‘ in in | eS ‘sh ssi ia hi ij hd 

instantly in conversation with other 1s. hy \\ Ll \ ix | \) oa HAN! Ht /s\ : l/ ae is ye , aN ; \ " is hie | : 

members of the party. ee VA, KAS / TA i VL oA MIN TOT VE \ ae Oe TAN OXMA bY We Tis VA Nba HIM ing MOO, ae A 

Clearly, in this deer camp, play and IoC i Link i /\ A Ded GoM Ni Wi) AT hk \ AP / ia ey “Aap Mia NG Nin fai 
recreation have become tradition and Which iv ee ri a iN / j Le LDL \/ NT Wt LN. \ Vr) f)) { /\ i EL eG Vah CTS Ce 

ritual, something that can help all Ari me i ji W /\ y iy | 1 AN ian | i '\ ii di if | phy aN t \ ip P / Fi V 

hunters and outdoorsmen add EF: i VA / \ 4 YY 7A AS fe aT | f ek ic Pi Lo “ i \ VM ea |! i Mat) 

measurably to the quality and consis- ; iy he uJ \ | . “A |, A \ mf 7 ws Ki fr pe 1 . AI, /j / | Hoon | 7 ( ¥ al i/ | a ii 4 it/ 

tency of their satisfactions. ‘‘Camp is 60 7 { XN! Hi AY ¢ lal iA Aa’ A Mf y ie {\ | ae , li f \ N\ \ lf i \} j 

percent of the hunt,”’ says Ed, the oldest f | : if ‘ ‘ \\ \ : pen v \iy if PNY { \ fi, a i (9 i \ i NSS} Py RA 

member of the group. When the inter- i ‘ i ' i \ a ‘ / {7 ol N Ahi tes i} By { \y \ | PT 

viewer asked ‘‘What makes a good Pe Ad ye i ii j 7 fe Lye {Ki or \ He J Hi: #) i ¥ Ne } My, i a j Ne } VN. j . ‘ 

camp?” by consensus, the first rated tS a” ou Wy S Mire. 7 ) / | SN , VM Mee AA : / \\y nes. oh 

; i i cose PH ia i " ti | ays wy \ i fh q ie wr ; x 

item was good food. Beyond this, the 4 ae Rh 1 { / WH £ ' IMM Jif, LAIR: y on | { NA poet 

men acknowledged that they steered oo j q rh \ Wr aN’ a / | / Daye ry , | YX i rae fo 

discussions away from politics and reli- CECT oe f Sy Fe fy ' { poe t h LA | i Vi \X vw V) \ ( ie \ 

gion and had very clear rules concerning ine ae ; 5 ; ‘ | tie fe } l/ | 1 A ay 1 j ‘ | i \ 

drinking. Managing for nine days in two v | Ps f We ] vx { Wd | ‘ | iy / \ 1 } — } Ay, sae uh i : ne Wn 

18-foot square rooms takes tact. q ) i TIS Na ALL ANS Hy Et on 1 me AMES i y 

These men were also asked the VA Lay Wal L}) IN | | * fi A, 4 } ae o j Lh | if / t a ) ( 

question, ‘‘If you had only one more iM es Pe ai “| 4 NAL if » 1% NG a. Z if 

hunting day in your lifetime, how would * Hie A Nf i \\\ HE VL Mary. VN iy i j - f l; 4 

ee ee Ee Nd i f wa} .e ' j / 

Season’s End—Whitetail deer by Artist > ING . 4 Sy f Y Ne i) ant | cw a A} 4 1 N\ f A | 

Robert J. Schmidt. Courtesy of Northwind i i xe he , oh) q i \ ‘ ! \ } yi Wy. Lit 

Publications, Box 249, La Crosse, WI 54601. ie iq ue Yo i FETT poh haw oe 3 PN As, 1 A m 
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Author Robert Jackson talks to one of the 4 “a a 5 ag a E, 
Liss brothers. cd Pee a > i 
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you spend it?” Ed's response was quick. a Sed or es <a’ 
He would be on a deer stand ona oJ pt ? va Z ” Fd 4 
particular hill and the entire gang would a . a on . 

be at camp. Ray described a perfect i 4 , p : E 
November day: sunshine, with crisp cool i e ‘ y er 
air, that would let him really experience Pe oe 4 a . ; A 
the woods. No drive for him. He would Pts : : “ J 
go where the spirit moved him. 7 Zz a eS 

Then the talk turned to vicarious en - v 4 
satisfactions discovered through the = . 4 
experiences of their children. ‘‘| would 7 Ab 

walk 10 miles to put a buck past Paul so = 
he could get his first deer,” said Ray. hg 
How many fathers feel the same? For 4 

Walt too, there were few hopes and ieee 7 eo Sars 
expectations to match those that came | F “4 i ’ ~ 
“when you've got your kids in the woods | ee int 
and you're hoping they'll get a deer.”’ j 3 € 

These men, now all over 50, admitted } q 1 
to a mellowing out with age. Getting ‘ a ’ 
deer was less important because they - q 
had done it already. For them, it was ~ 4 
obvious that turning play into ritual and q f ea at 
tradition made the hunt good. ve a a 

These things help create a broad Ys q 

base of expectation for the hunt. Inter- va / * 
views conducted after the season show ee Pp. a ge 
that many hunters already anticipate ' : NS A eS > Py 
more than just a kill. Over a third of ‘ i 7 , F 7 in : 
them list nature appreciation as the bok, 7 YY bs > i 
single most important reason for Site, a 4 Pe pa le 2 
hunting. Another third cite development cee Ee - Oo ee = 
and testing of outdoor skills, while one- ee ‘ , “¥ 7 f F . 
sixth describe escape and solitude. Only ef ee ae 
a small minority talk about food, trophy, a , 5 a 
and game bagged. Et ' We 

One of the Lisses, along with many iy is ee : Q Be, 
other hunters, described the ambivalence Pe fo 3 aes geet ee P 
associated with killing an animal: the Wa Me a, , ss 
elation of a successful hunt mixed with 4 OT IEE ig ion ‘ 
sadness that comes from ending a life. ; — a ie sa 

For many, killing demands an answer to —— ee ee, 
the question, ‘“‘Why do | hunt?” “To get ——— 
something more than just game,’’ was * mR. 

the way one put it. We agree. We can i ine a Te es = 
change and broaden our expectations a a me % ee. a ee 
by building tradition and ritual into taking H * tome ee 
game and into other hunting exper- 4 = i 

iences. Once we do, we will learn what it Mi 
means to bag to hunt, not hunt to bag. < “a 

Photo by Dean Tvedt 
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An ancient tree knows much anes se ve Ae asa of her oe 4 : es 
j ; 7 oe awyers and settlers soon began working ere were other trees, trees e 

and my death it bequeaths im their way up the valley. They prepared sawyers didn’t want. Trees that cast 
mortality. the way for subsequent treaties where their seed children to a wind that carried 

Menominee, Sauk—Fox, Winnebago, them among the stumps whose round 

JUSTIN ISHERWOOD, farmer, Rt. 1, Sioux and Chippewa gave up the last of memorials testified to what once was. 
Plover their tribal lands in Wisconsin. The birch came, and the popple, and 

Tie freeetoldl tale aenmeautmere tor The territorial temperature soared. the basswood, ash, oak, elm, balsam, 

children’s ears and for those who would, Land pulsed and throbbed with axe and hemlock, blue beech and butternut. 
for a moment, lean like children into a plow. Timber rights were bought and They came slowly at first, cautious, 
story, wanting to believe. It is the story sold, logs and lumber went booming timid in the empty haunted outdoors. 
of a white pine tree called Grandmother. ] Longe woe and aoe of They ene We ye ey, eee 
Grandmother dwells on a slight rise of LECT TEN SAIL UOT IS revenge on the white pine which once 
ground, just up from the Peek in a done. What might have lasted ahundred _held nearly all the good ground. Some 
woods, a little beyond the fields. ora thousand years had disappearedina — were reluctant, they did not like the 

Grandmother's age is guessed to be pall of sawdust, fueled by the awkward taste of the earth and did not stay long. 
one hundred and fifty years. It is a good vor of a hundred pineboard prairie Oakes Het ie place best and would 

guess for it takes the arms of two to Owns. ave had it to themselves were it not for 

reach around her. She might be thought For Grandmother the days of her the Grandmother, the patient and stub- 
older from her size but this is good youth were lonesome days. The parent born Grandmother. 

ground. The earth is deep and free of trees had all been taken, leaving few When my own greatfather came to 
stones welcoming the slow search of children and all of them orphaned. From this place, this place he had heard 

roots. Sunlight comes thick in the the way her branches grow, she tells she rumors about, this place called 
morning and the creek, slipped from had the place to herself. The limbs of her Wiscosee, he came like all the others, 
beneath the near hills, cools the dark are many. They grow long, reaching out thirsty, hungry, near dying for the want 

feet of her in the long dusty days of for sunlight. They begin close to the of land. A land hunger that churned the 
summer. ground and are the thick, well-muscled dreams of a million immigrant sleeps. 

Once this land was part of a great tree arms of a tree in full sun. The sawyers When he put down his corner stakes 

kingdom. A land where white pine held must have seen her. Perhaps they were Grandmother was on the back 40 in the 

majestic dominion. It was a wilderness; a careful around her, knowing one must be new-growth woods. The Menominee still 
country in its original form, no additives left. Perhaps they knew there would be kept camp there in the late summers. 
and no domesticated manners. other days, remembering their own They cut white ash for baskets on their 

In the 1830’s a treaty relinquished children. Whether by mistake or wisdom way to the wild rice grounds near the 
Indian rights to a narrow tongue of land she was left alive and alone, the last and river. He liked to sit cross-legged with 

TREE RINGS 

Trees are nature’s record keepers. IDAIIo.~, a A tree’s historical record lets us 

They “write” their life histories in LE s SY b estimate how long it lived. A tree is at 
layers of wood. gy ae Gag © least as old as the number of annual 

Annual rings are the result of the y iSO Xa rings in its trunk. It may be slightly 
way trees grow. New wood forms in a @ Sf =] >. NO older depending on how long it took to 

thin, growing zone located just under Spee <7 \\ Ve reach the height of the stump we are 
the bark. This zone extends a Sas am examining. 
throughout the tree, from the upper- Zo oT Hh i Another source of uncertainty is 
most branches to the deepest roots. ay aS « my \ that a few years may not show up in the 
As a tree's woody parts thicken, the ee ) J record — poor growth years can 

growing zone moves outward. The \ eT [z} produce rings too small to be seen. 
tree’s oldest wood, therefore, is at the Q SCS lzs Closely spaced rings tell us that the 
center of its trunk. Its newest wood is KES was tree didn’t grow much in those years, 
always just beneath the bark. g ews perhaps because of drought or 

Trees qualify as record keepers Vio shading. Incomplete rings may record 
because the sequence of their annual f e d wounds, perhaps caused by fires, 

layers, from the center of the tree landslides, ice jams or people. We can 
outward to the bark, parallels precisely a-Cambium @- Heartwood even estimate when wounds occurred 

the passage of time. ; b- Inner bark f- Pith by counting the layers in the wood that 

Annual rings are visible because of c¢- Outer bark g - Pith rays grew over and healed it. : 

wood laid down early in the growing d - Sapwood A natural history lesson is recorded 

season, when growth is fast, is usually in every tree. 

lighter colored than wood laid down 
later in the season, when growth 

slows. 
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them and smoke tobacco on Sunday tall straight bodies. It is a big family, as ave . ee 
morning, when his woman had gone to with all those who come first to a land SA AA Wet yg 

meeting. with so much space to fill. Most grow YY YE ie | 
At the turn of this century Grand- close by. A few have drifted into the . “AQ AU vg, (er ees | 

mother was a fine tree, well worth neighbor’s woodlot and some others \ ‘ EN SS m7 a 4 | 
cutting. There were barns to build and have gone beyond into the hills. They Ar Se 4 —. » | 

granaries, cradles and cupboards too, are scattered all about the township yo i 4) e 
but she was not cut. They may have fulfilling the old dream. Fathered by ' : 4; a ee. 
thought her too knotty, they may have wind they stand like rockets, flight- x Sey ; — re ¢/ Me, el u & 

seen her with more than eyes and axe, poised, pointed at and wanting the sky. SA ea Net OLA ee fH a? 
seen her as the beginning, as another Grandmother has other brethren, a - AF ~ a XY ee Tf x A: Yi %, Heh = 

chance. They were farmers and sons of shallow rooted kind like us. A kind that Nai w, ‘% tS UNS / & poe ee “h Soe a8 jhe unt y 

farmers who were used to looking at the came to her on Saturday nights in leaky AS ets S _ ox q Bt Lao poe a cat, Gace 
ground and so they must have seen the canvas tents, supping on beans, the Ral sce eee <a gr % oe iA et, sen 4 
tree-children, the family she was smoke of their fire drifting through her Sie ' <A Ue iy. ies NG. & yi NP i a 7 aR 
making. Somehow she had words with limbs, their camp guarded by BB guns. Bigg Ki \Y Si nO 4 re re, 2 We ? Ne 4. Sa ae as as 
them and they cut in another part of the Others that came to her on Sunday eS piel & Re oc eZ Si eM ante ie 
woods. The roof boards were elm, the walks and giggling talks with girls, ae a ou) Wy — il 5 ee he as Mie os AAs gone mR 
cradles ash, and the cupboards built of | holding hands. She had known us all— Pe * a z Bi es the’ ¢ SERA RLY Wie 4 ERO: 
birch. Though they had need of her, they —_ our cries, laughs and romances, people eS fe BaF 7 eS Sete aN 4 Tieeeneee™ af 
were not fools and must have wanted the with stone arrows and others with steel : = OO a BTN A we. gas he & mu 4 ye A ste Wey SY Heya 
high flown flags of the white pine to wave plows. She has known them all. If she ‘ a Fe -ce eT Gants Se fie By Cee i Mon 
again, their branches so high they could judged, she did not say. = / ad eh uF: ; a as ‘i Pane Ae We ey ub 
be seen at milking time from the barn There had been talk of cutting her NS , a “ i ( UN \ 1 OSE LIE eG 
door across all the fields. They must now she is but a frail snag in the woods. 7 a  / DA Beery R | nS oe et Mite 
have wanted the greeting of that hello A pile of lumber and stovewood might be et 4 Ca || Lee SL SAAN Vga NS Pires ite 
from the tallest tree in the woods for all salvaged before the woodpeckers and eS ies ie te eee “7 geN ER eee ul SN VO COREA) ée3 ay Sa 

the dismal days when work was the insects come. But the idea rejects the aS a Lee a SO ay tt ORG Say ma es Weg ee ia bey + 
worst of all four letter words. past. No blade will be put to her. We Sle & \ > fa 2 es Ss Shee can. Ys Be } , Sal 

For her kind she was short. The came here as ie to the land, a, a a, ee. S| ae ey e AS at Sop ses nee OP TSOP er ee” 
muscle of her was in those long arms wanting just our own dreams made true. Be aS . Le SS Fs Or j ee) sae 00 ON IED Ng ELVA 5 
which all those years had the sunlight to But time and life on common ground has Es Saue! ae pt, Fe Sgr uses id omen A en "easBiias ee 
themselves. In her day there was no need made us strangers no more. Grand- las.\* REN Gy, 28 Ye Ree eS . en ee RO ae : 
to climb for the sun. Its full light was all mother will stay with the ground whose ciliate IER A oe Bs he MAE Re Ree in ae hg Ee Sn Re 
around, falling to each hand. She had promises she kept. A debt is owed and ay soft " pets BS CPE GF, iy) ieee > “ARS Se b ¥ 
grown thick in the hips to better dance she has earned the earth of her ances- nets RY 7 ane BS Mify, hp Uji H Yi Re ed Li oe samen ae iiae” 
with the wind. She danced well, knowing tors, an earth she gave back to its es Ss ay NON ee TY eS Saeeee es Dwar ose oy 
all the steps. The winter dance, when destiny. She can hold out her arms as : a Ro git) eS oD eg iz Fam = Sa Be OL 
snow came in thick horizontal flight and long as she wants, drop them when she ee me oe & v ¥ Ch) La BK Mb’ ‘Wy Ce Sa Gree a 
the ice storm hung her with heavy, pleases, lie down when she must and ae ja eS xe or Al. Pe ei Dy : a 
unwanted jewels. She danced to the nurse again her children. ee ao Op yey parca etl f NE (yj? ** w Li A. aa 
spring winds and the summer. thunder And in a hundred or two hundred ee TIS ne ag DI eel ee AZ, OSS Ny SRS Bes a ee GaN. 
and was openly kissed by the dusty lips years other farm children will come to SN naa ati aS 9 << iP a4 iv yh, . LG, es BOE oy Ng NO 
of a prairie wind that whispered the her ground after chores on Saturday 27 Sia) ee Sala ti. bh ; Ne 4 BES Ce ieee: ee Ee! Qa se hone. 
promises and dreams. night. And in scratching open a fire i ig ay Re NN <BR 6 Gif GeO, See 

B 5 + . s ee fa DE I EZ “ CON: EEF ae etal PI err ut now Grandmother is dead. The circle will find a candle knot of her. Its a gs un ai pwn a f jb Ge i i pie am LY 

green light in her arms has fled, though light will pacify the darkness and “4 ae feu a CF ats NS | i 7 ETN hy fe Bose® 
the dying took a while, which is the way _ remove its fear. Comfort will come from : ty BS \\ Ve Senet) oh L4 ig a Pty bil 7 i 
it works; easing on to the old, taking just gazing into the flames. And the thins Seog / 6, SB Zs eo ; PaaS Ai Mie, °° : \ “Gp ‘Ys hip pr Zs gy JG 7 
them gently, inch by graying inch, the children will ponder an  oft-asked Bee oy tee Chas Go a ee Wye ZU NB Ly UO x bY by “ye ly 
great hearts failing. The old among question: Just what was this place like ae CS Ope NX Poca ® uy V7 Sy IG. 0 GY os Lie, CG Sig 

i i i =“ ey » ae} tes iy WG. @ YD Uy. Di Ga Gy, white pine have a special look, reduced before the tractor, before the plow and Seg Zar i re Geng 7 LG Wi KE gut Tx CZ 
to the last few flags. Enduring another before the axe? Looking into the fire of ps te_" Lia i Wa i KZ Zo pi Gr $e tif VA GY, Ce Ka LY 7 
20-30-50 years that way, the very figure Grandmother, they shall see: Trees ae ? Be Gow hs it Wt i Lh, the tYe BZ Gy! gl yy Bebe oe Ej ; 
of what it means to be old, with an practice a perfect religion, knowing ma Fix Lio Yd aR wt) Sy Wy yg Yh Linge « Ya An, ZZ tPA Y Chie OF Life, 
earned wisdom. Grandmother would there is no death, only the song, often ; Lig ee " aE i IW Cex Vy Vf Ye! dig MAS < Ltjfigs i 

have lived longer if she had not been the repeated, the kingdom come. 9 Bas o LB f pil if \ AG ee “yo Ree V7 4 Ba es 3 b AG Ve type 

first to grow back. «PGE Ze, ye~ Hien, Bue! <a le pe 
“che pom eines Not at all what Hilus tration by simi Mee vay By ZEEE Pali it tg Hes “ae My j\ ; Lhe 7 CAH fy 

her parents had hoped. They had envi- : MLA ee my A) l i yyy ie 5 wg ae: Cicir Go J Ys 
sioned long thin children, children with LIA G Fa dy Yj, i wer ha, ewe i en, i 

ao <n S047 t PL) it toh AA IT. 4 7+ a BE = ip Of 
a civil grace and manner that went well ae eae mh 5) Eg Mi Tf Bae F \ ties 
with company. Instead she was an only i “g4 2 , AN RY 47 “hth Ge. <i a ey Be ee yy 
child in a time when that other beauty a2 Be) ha fis A Myc Mb vy y/ ig gig Ube A peg 
would have meant an early end. She had saat ‘ge for) a Pay: SAGO, wy fey ss by Ua hm. “Sa ne 78 Yih. a 
what she needed of her parents, a will sits Re" |) RRS at) ara Ue eh, Gate (Be P Ms ie Gee Se ey agar 
born of a hundred million generations, a ES 2 cagig Bh meena Wha 2 RB on MPs ithe a AR st YL BP so 
will to survive. sn ae yhead aa aise VA AZ = lk ~ 

Her offspring are all around her. xl (ee ee 

They have all out-reached her with their | 
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She reales wile 

Just received my first issue of Wisconsin Natural “Ice Age Summer” written by Mr. James J. 
Resources. | find the articles interesting and am particularly Staudacher, in the July-August 1980 issue was certainly a 

impressed with the accompanying pictures. | do have a most colorful article. Most backpackers in a lifetime do not 

suggestion, though, which you might consider. encounter the excitement Mr. Staudacher did in his single 

By their very nature, almost all articles apply toa extended hike across Wisconsin. 

specific location or locations within the state. A map keyed Of most concern, personally, was the bear encounter ; 

to the articles in each issue would be very helpful, at least to reported to have taken place at shelter No. 2 in the Northern 
this reader. It wouldn’t have to be detailed; it need only Kettle Moraine State Forest. That part of the story has 

show the key name of each article. Or another alternative prompted a couple of questions. 
might be a small map, perhaps only a few inches square, on Some lifelong residents and employees who have 

the lead page of the article, pinpointing its locale. worked in the forest since the 1940’s are skeptical about the 

Although | don’t currently live in Wisconsin, | do have bear incident. It must have been something else. There have 

a home in Oconto County and am familiar with much of the been no additional sightings or encounters. With the amount 
state. Yet as | read the articles, questions of geography of human development in the area, plus the inquisitive 

come to mind. Just where is Superior? Or the Straits of wandering of a black bear, it is extremely unlikely one’s 

Mackinac? | could understand each article much better if | presence could go unnoticed for more than a couple of days 

could see exactly where its focal subject is located—words at most. 

such as ‘‘in northern Wisconsin’”’ don’t convey the same In short, | am not sure what Mr. Staudacher saw, but a 

degree of understanding. |’ll bet many native Wisconsinites black bear it was not. 
feel the same way and I'll bet few of them are familiar i 3 
enough with the entire state to know its geography ROGER C. REIF, DNR Naturalist, Northern Unit, 

intimately. Kettle Moraine State Forest 

Won't you please consider this suggestion? 

Is Jim Staudacher was backpacking in Canada when we 

Colle oe rk EI EYONS USA-Hek, called him for a response, but we talked to his father. Mr. 
@ Staudacher senior said his son first awoke that night to the 

, ‘ [ise . - sound of something scuffing around outside his shelter. 

uUIPeg ie LO Be oan closes ei Ntctare When he raised up on his elbows and looked out the open 
Natural Resources, | noticed that many articles featured ; window, he found himself nose to nose with a fair-sized 
various Wisconsin state parks. | soon found myself searching black bear, no more than a foot away. 

for a state map in my scramble to locate them. : Subsequently, we received this letter from Jim: 
REST A suggestion: a miniature outline map of Wisconsin, “Yes, | really did see a black bear in the Northern 

indicating each featured park’s location, would be extremely Kettle Moraine State Forest, and yes, | really did spend the 

helpful. rest of that night in a tree. The bear weighed perhaps 180 to 
CINDY GLOVER, Milwaukee 200 pounds and was about tive feet long. In the daylight | 

found the familiar five-toed imprint of a bear track leading off 

Suggestion noted and accepted. Carrying a small map inte eee A A 
with done stories to locate obscure and not-so-obscure Since that night | have talked with George Knudsen, 
places in Wisconsin is one of those things we always mean ONR chief naturalist, about bear sightings in southeastern 

to do, but don’t always remember. Thanks for the reminder. Wisconsin. He says they are rare, but by no means 
nonexistent. 

“1 make it a point to include this bear story in my Ice 

Many citizens appreciate your efforts on behalf of the Age Trail slide show and a surprising number of people have 

environment and keeping Wisconsin naturally attractive. told me that they too have seen bears in the forested areas 
Wisconsin ranks high in conservation and we wish you the of the Northern Kettle Moraine. 
best of luck in keeping it one of America’s top outdoors and 

tourist areas. | have just returned from Peru and barely escaped an 
W. H. CHISHOLM, Chicago Indian uprising—honest! The jungle is nice, but I'll take the 

peace of Wisconsin’s north country any day. 

By the way, I’ve received many favorable comments 
My family and | find your magazine our best and most on the quality of my “‘Underwater Acquaintances’ photos 

interesting source of information on the Wisconsin we love. you published this spring. You people do good work. 
We appreciate your making us more aware of our environ- ‘ 

ment: its history and changes, its dangers and problems, its DOUG STAMM, Madison 
grace and beauty. Thank you. 

STEPHEN SWARD, Evanston, Ill 
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Q : | don’t think hunters and anglers should have to bear 

ss (=) the whole brunt of fish and wildlife conservation in 
Goa eles Wisconsin. The responsibility should lie with all the people 

a «3 who live in this state, not just the person who hunts and 
eS fishes. The fees for licenses are getting to be just too much. 
SS) We just have to get more of the population involved in wild- 

<f ae! a life conservation, not just sportsmen. 
a : : 

if le ea | a ere ke oF NELSON G. EVENSON, Oconomowoc 

je NY 
of rs) Rs Tos eS I'd like you to know how much | appreciate Michael 

a ae Sy cet alt \\\" Mossman’s perceptive article on the turkey vulture (July- 
r OM i a EN tae |) August issue) . The photos alone tell a remarkable story. 
y ; 3 ; Clearly, this bird deserves to be treated with dignity 
sd eA i i and respect, and Mossman’s text makes it seem almost 
a; % ~s Bi } handsome—further proof that ‘‘beauty is in the eye of the 

ea oe zm) |, beholder.”’ 

nS i “e / fi HARRIET LYKKEN, Defenders of Wildlife, 
P ‘ i EB Minneapolis 

ee he | was glad to see the article on Ernie Brickner’s 
SS Nhe woodlot (‘‘A Place to Put Some Trees,” July-August, ’80) . 

ai. | We, too, are deeply concerned about cutting hardwood 
a) : KASS trees for fuel without replanting. When standing hard- 

; a Be tae woods—alive or dead—are cut for firewood, birds, small 
Walter Kittleson and his trophy whitetail. mammals, reptiles, amphibians and even insects lose valu- 
Photo by Joni Kittleson able habitat. Planting hardwoods instead of evergreens for 

f landscaping, wildlife cover, and windbreaks has many 

Your story “The Biggest Deer in the World is a advantages: higher oxygen production, better water storage, 
Badger’ (November-December, '79) has helped us a lot in greater air purification, more valuable lumber, and an 
our search to uncover antlers of the past hidden away in assured future fuel supply. Hardwoods also add color to fall 
obscure places. beauty and enhance the tourist trade in states fortunate 

After the article last spring, you printed a letter from a enough to have them. 

reader in Barron. He thought his dad’s whitetail deer antlers What can people do? 
might be of record size. | measured them soon after | saw Mix hardwoods with existing evergreen plantings, or 

the letter in your magazine and they were. landscape exclusively with hardwoods. 
The latter was Walter Kittleson, a retired farmer who is Encourage town, city and county governments and 

still very alert for his 79 or 80 years. Kittleson shot the deer local organizations to plant hardwoods wherever possible. 

in 1920 at the age of 17, and had it mounted by the late Ole Leave dead hardwoods standing (where not 

Odegaard of Hayward, at a cost of about $9. hazardous) for nesting sites, den trees, and winter shelter. 
A resulting article about Kittleson’s deer in our local Help educate and inform others about the value of 

‘. newspaper turned up yet another big head in Seeley, hardwoods and the need to replace them. 

Wisconsin, taken 12 years after Kittleson got his. While Plant a hardwood tree on Earth Day, Arbor Day, or 

measuring those antlers, | learned from Mrs. Elof Sjostrom, whenever the mood strikes! 
the widow of the hunter, that her husband and Walter 

‘ Kittleson had hunted together. Thus, two record heads came ROBERT AHRENHOERSTER, Kettle Moraine 
not only from the same area, but from the same camp! Audubon Society, Hartford. 
Kittleson’s scores 218 4/8 non-typical and Sjostrom’s 178 

2/8 typical, both exceptional heads. 

pouialss ea (led Dero OU be Wie lanb selec 1g Readers are invited to express opinions on published articles. 
archery deer. | was lucky enough to have been the Letters will be edited for clarity and conciseness and published at 
“‘measurer of record”’ for that one too and also for Elmer the discretion of the magazine. Please include name and 
Gotz’ state record non-typical which you also had a picture address. Excerpts may be used in some instances. Letters to 

of. “the readers write” should be addressed to Wisconsin Natural 
Again, your coverage has helped us greatly—Thank Resources magazine, Box 7921, Madison, Wisconsin 53707. 

you. 
PETER HAUPT, Hayward, Northwest Wisconsin 

Representative—Wisconsin Buck and Bear Club, Official 

Measurer for the Boone and Crockett Club. 
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Dont you m a 
\ \ a muscie OW) 

: aS We 
For more than 20 years DNR’s interna- } le JF 

tionally acclaimed project to save the OG! 

prairie chicken in Wisconsin was A Gi 
headed up by an intrepid husband and a ig Ui ie 
wife research team, Fred and Fran i ee DB = U yy 
Hamerstrom. Their work won the eae ¥ — = 
coveted National Wildlife Federation | i VI wae = 
Award for Distinguished Service to sary Ty} a 
Conservation. Operating out of an old ‘ (i | \/ 

farmhouse near Plainfield, the pair " Yr | 
enlisted the help of thousands of ~)\ (a a 4 | 
volunteers to help observe the a ‘A ee A 
chicken’s vital ‘‘booming ground” gy EL, at prey. 

ritual every year. Now Fran has written AE PRS Kx 
an entertaining book about those HAs) ye tH KN 
experiences. Reprinted here is chapter Pry et KKK 
21 from Strictly for the rt Pete heal Kies 
Chickens published by the lowa State A () Booey V ae 
University Press, Ames, IA 50010; a HAs MOO 
rice $11.95. SOE SS RY e Ss SEE ERVIN 

WH eT eR 
NEARS ey) 

FRANCES HAMERSTROM, Plainfield* ns = Xe ae 
Ordinarily one writes a lot of letters to (/ 

solicit help when something has gone Mrs. G. felt a rat-sized mammal scrabble down the front 
wrong. In the spring of 1950 we were A of her pink knit dress. 
faced witha major crisis because every- Cartoons by Oscar Warbach, 1345 Orlando Dr., Haslett, MI 48840 

thing had gone so well. We, with the 

help of Os and Mary Mattson, had put 

numbered colored bands on 298 prairie 

chickens! There was no earthly way that typewriter several times, stuffed the some ancient individuals of both sexes, 
three project members, even with Mary's letters into 3-cent envelopes and mailed wearing trifocals, kept good notes and 
help, could possibly cover all the them to just about everybody | could read bands accurately. 
booming grounds on the study area to think of who might come. On the other hand, not all presidents 
see where the winter-banded birds might Over 100 people came. One flew in of big companies had a knack for 
turn up. , from New York and stayed six weeks. reading bands, for example, Allen 

A few graduate students and friends People came in trucks and Cadillacs, Slichter, membership chairman of the 
had helped us in spring for years when they arrived on motorcycles, and two Society of Tympanuchus Cupido 
we were on our first shoestring study, boys hitchhiked from Illinois. Pinnatus, one of the foundations to save 
but this was the Big Time. We needed At any rate, there was never again a prairie chickens. He flatly stated, ‘‘I’'ll get 
more eyes to read band numbers. | put need to invite anybody to come and help you plenty of the right sort of members, 
ten thin pieces of paper and nine thin with the prairie chickens: the word was but | absolutely refuse to get up early in 
sheets of carbon paper into the type- out that it was exciting, demanding, and the morning to get into one of those 
writer and wrote a sort of “To whom it an experience not to be missed. blinds to watch the prairie chickens.” 
may concern”’ letter. It ran something | agreed. | wanted everybody to get a His contributions to the Society were 
like this: “Dear ____. We have an chance to watch the prairie chickens invaluable. 
emergency. We have banded so many boom; there is nothing like it In some respects the Society of 
prairie chickens that we need help. Frederick agreed too, but he soon Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus reminds 
Come if you can. We live in an ancient, said, ‘‘l don’t want more than ten me of President Truman's daughter's 
somewhat primitive farmhouse without observers at a time, and | want the best wedding: she invited only 600 intimate 
modern conveniences, but we have lots ones at the peak of the season when the friends! 
of room and, if need be, can supply hens come in.” (Not everybody can get into the 
food.” Little by little | developed a fair knack Society. Somewhat diffidently, but eager 

| ran this communication, complete for segregating the best observers from to buy more land for the prairie 
with nine carbon copies, through the the others: professional wildlifers tended chickens, | once proposed a chap who 

to be very good, veterans of World War was Said to have lots of money, but 

eens eae Reo ata cine Oneeny ll were better than bird-watchers, high gangster connections. My suggestion 
Press. schoolers were mostly too young; and was turned down with a resounding ‘‘No.”’) 
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— 
(VEEN 

—, MEY 
But | digress from the selection of bunch. | don’t even have to think. They Hie Se 

good observers for peak seasons. They are the very best, and | put them down ON Lz Ee Ss 

were selected in January each year. for April 19-20, the most important os CESAR SS’ 
People had asked throughout the year dates of the season. a5) ee a 
for booming season dates so | soon let it Bill Brooks wants to bring a class a Ae 7 W, < SIR 
be known that reservations would not be from Ripon. He brought an unruly city- MY SD oe AY \ \) 

made earlier. In January | placed a large type boy once, but only once. | check AN Scos A YZ NN } \ 
calendar on my work table and sorted the calendar again. April 17 and 18 are SUN Ae, ee Gy Wy 
out the letters. (| always felt rather a also important dates. SRD ( ay 
fraud, as the calendar was still empty.) | Then | pull out a scribbled note: SS 7 (A) 
started with Mrs. G. whose daughter-in- “Fran, | have a bunch of Cub Scouts CxksoD eS ZZ 
law has a hummingbird feeder, and who and | really want them to see the NOS Se 
is looking for a home for her darling chickens.” Harry Croy has conned me LE = 4 Z 
kittens, and who wants to come. Her into letting children in again. He is a C77 a => 
stationery is pink and strongly scented good Scout leader, and the kids can WY G Zs = 
(prairie chickens can't smell) and she take the cold well. [ Li Z Pe, 
says she would like to bring a camera. Dear Harry, 3 oe 

“Hum,” | said to myself, looking at You and your scouts may come on \ a = 
the calendar. ‘‘She is plainly old, or she April 2. They will need plenty of warm es 
wouldn’t have a daughter-in-law, and I’m clothes. Tell them it’s going to be Bp Y 
not at all sure that she can take cold colder than sitting in a duck blind. He tapped the base of Mrs. G's 
weather well. It would be heartless to put So it went. Year after year | wrote throat with the pecan. 
her into late March or early April. Making personal letters to each applicant. 
observations in early May is not apt to When Mrs. G. finally came she was y g 
be demanding"’ | write: much younger than | expected a mother- _ both sturdy outdoor men with big black 

Dear Mrs. G., in-law to be and also far plumper than | beards, jumped to save the squirrel. Mrs. 
Fortunately we have an opening on had envisioned her. She arrived the year G. felt herself seized and pinned against 

May 4 and would be delighted to that we had a pet flying squirrel. the door of the refrigerator. When she 
have you come to watch the prairie Dan Berger, the new project was satisfactorily immobilized, Berger, 
chickens and help with our observa- assistant, our daughter Elva, and | had who was wearing a hideous pair of 
tions. Please bring a sleeping bag, captured a flying squirrel coming out ofa __-yellow sunglasses that made his six foot 
warm clothes, and hip boots. We will hole in a popple, and I’m sure we only three inches even more sinister, 
expect you at 7:30 p.m. on May 3. managed to catch it because it was abit | commanded, ‘Stand perfectly still. Don’t 
Please let me know promptly if this is slow and very pregnant. you move a muscle.” 
not satisfactory. She gave birth to young in Berger's Berger has a way with animals. | 

That accomplished, | write ‘Mrs. G.”” on mother’s garage. One of the young stopped cooking and got him half a 
the calendar. The first ‘boomer’ of the squirrels grew up in our house. This pecan. He tightened his grip on Mrs. 
season has been assigned. endearing pet was terrified of company. G.’s shoulder, roughly commanding, 

The next letter is from the chief of the It had several hiding places and it was “Don’t you dare move." Suddenly his 
Research Section of the Wisconsin always at home on a member of the voice was gentle. “It's OK.”” He made 
Conservation Department, our own household, to whom it would glide from soft clucking noises by gently clicking his 

tops of doors or bookcases to hide tongue against the roof of his mouth and 

beneath a warm shirt. simultaneously he tapped the base of 

Mrs. G. came earlier than she was Mrs. G.’s throat with the pecan. ‘‘Cluck, 
_ Mrs. G. yelped, then screamed. supposed to. As it happened | was cluck, cluck, tap, tap, tap.”’ In a moment 

cooking supper and | saw her legs cross the squirrel scratched its way upward 
i | the cracked, tilting cement of our back and dove inside Berger’s shirt with the 

ze stoop: well-turned calves and somewhat pecan. 
— \ gal,» » swollen ankles in nylon stockings. She Leaving Mrs. G. to her own 

Fe! ww Y Sas was short and wearing high heels. devices in the vicinity of the refrigerator, 

neo @ . y eee She knocked on the back door and | we all followed Berger into the living 
CO Wi WA Z—-, continued frying onions with canned room and watched anxiously as he 
 —— Ra wy 71) tomatoes to pour over the hamburgers, checked the squirrel over for possible 

hig o for the hungry crew was assembling. | injuries. 
ay just shouted, ‘Come in.” At last | went back to my cooking. 

Mrs. G. opened the door with that Mrs. G. was still standing by the refriger- 

BA falsely timid smile that most of us put on ator, holding on to it with one hand. 
| LA 8 WA when nobody welcomes us correctly at It's all right,"” | said pouring tomato 

S WO? i ee the door of a strange house. After that and onion sauce over the hamburger, 
xy 7 everything happened quickly. “You didn’t hurt it at all.” : 

\ SS Noe p } Mrs. G. took one step into the : The following January, | received a 
SSS > kitchen. The flying squirrel, atop the nice letter from Mrs. G.—again on pink, 
= Da = kitchen cabinet, panicked at the scented paper. “Please give me a date 

= S X sound—or possibly the scent—of a to watch the prairie chickens and if not 

Y J stranger. Mrs. G. felt a rat-sized mammal _t00 inconvenient for you, | would like to_ 
S scrabble down the front of her pink knit bring two friends.”” } 

dress and claw its way inside her bra. 
i Mrs. G. yelped, then screamed. She 

( oe 33 started to beat and claw at her chest 
os with both hands. Berger and Socha, 
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goo SERN 

KS y Se 
BAS Sees 

Les peep EN 
fe de EN 

They weren't supposed I We he OS 
to be here, but nobody i as S eee e 
told them. These big Er a “see gs 
gray birds bred in SS ae iw gS Pees 
Wisconsin at least once SS SSI Eas A £ aa 
... will they do it again? A i See a 

DON G. FOLLEN, SR., Route 1, Arpin As unmistakable as they are, it’s rare SS S07 ie 
If you're lucky enough to get within to see a great gray owl in Wisconsin. For — a 4 ‘ 

100 to 150 feet of this big rare bird, years the accepted story was that great ae Pd \ 
there’s no mistaking it. North America’s giayewls don tive Here; ihey only move KN A \ 
biggest owl—more than two feet high, inyagning Eeeseiciel Winlels: woenitie Box 18, Chaton Wi 630% “WH \\ YW 
with a five-foot wingspan and a head food supply glvesiout Inithelr mare Se Nay He W\ 
that looks the size of a basketball. But northern habitat. They're more common Wa \\ 
although it looks huge, a great gray owl m ao hig le ae as iS \ . OV 

we |i 4 sightings here usually corresponded wi ) 
eee ania Wtee-pourd invasions of greater numbers there. But Douglas County, in extreme | \ ‘e \ \ 

It’s the eyes that clinch any ‘‘great the “textbook” version said they Dettiiwestein ee SY \\ \ ' 
gray” sighting. Those big yellow globes showed up only in the wintertime, and _ One night that July, a ZN \ \ i, 
Could tre downah ; never nested here in the summer. friend called to tell me ye 77 W \ WV FY 

venousn Tey However, | had i that the DNR head A a \ 
seem to look right through you. If it Sie unad anexpenencere couple - eacrenge, Sy NX \\ 
weren't for those eyes, you could summers ago that upset this “accepted aU B tuletadiseen a (cleats t} “Sul i \ \ 

mistake a great gray for a barred owl, appiccat: i eae gray yee aco leer \ yl" 
which is somewhat smaller (about 14 ; I've been interested in birds ever a mile north of Moose Junction nay 

inches) . But barred owls have nonde- since | was a kid. My dad used to chew and/sever) ne oa ome Miesata 
script brown eyes, nothing like the great me out for monkeying around with robin border. A July sighting was exciting 
gray’s glaring yellow beacons. Great and sparrow nests out in the barn when | news—it suggested the possibility of 

grays also have a droopy, “Pancho should have been doing chores. In grade nesting, something | had been thinking 

Villa” mustache unlike a Rarred or any school, our teacher made us see who about and hoping for ever since meeting 

other owl. could spot the earliest returning birds Bob Nero. } : 

They don’t even sound like other each spring, and | got pretty good at it As luck would have it, my wife and | 

owls. Both males and females make a even then. weren't able to get to Moose Junction 

long, low, resonant “whoop” or [In the ’60’s | helped out on a team until a month later, about 7:30 p.m. on 
'"vhoot’! I's an exclamation nota doing some ‘‘ground-pounding”’ for a August 18. But we hit the jackpot 
question. Females and young also utter survey to locate bald eagle nests in anyway! As soon as we stopped the car 
ashrill“shreak. chreek” soundiin the Wisconsin. In 1965 we trapped the first and opened the window | could hear 

summer. i hawk owl—another northern young great gray owls calling from 
i immigrant—ever banded in the state. By nearby. | had studied a tape of female 

then, | was already “‘into’’ owls and and young owl “‘food-begging”’ calls and 

A CALL FOR HELP starting to get interested in great grays. | | was sure | was listening to great grays. 
Of all the owls in North America, got even more interested after | met Dr. | played the tape and my wife agreed 

none is so docile—or so big—as the Robert Nero of Winnipeg, Manitoba— that the sounds we could hear out in the 
great gray owl. Generally shy and perhaps the world’s foremost authority woods were identical, no doubt about it. 
retiring, lean winters sometimes bring on great gray owls. But what really did it | grabbed my stock-mounted, 60- 

them out of the spruce and tamarack was when | saw my first great gray owl in power zoom telescope and jumped out 
bogs and into the open close to settle- the wild. It caught me utterly breath- of the car. Only about 100 feet up the 

ments and people. Virtually unafraid of less—and | knew | was hooked! ; road | saw two juvenile great gray owls 

humans, it’s often possible to get For years now, I’ve been collecting staring at me from approximately 40 feet 

within as little as 10 feet of them. whatever information | can find and up in the top of a spruce tree. Through 

Though protected by law, hawks keeping a record of great gray owl sight- the scope they looked to be six or eight 

and owls are still being shot by ings. Great grays invaded Wisconsin weeks old. Their plumage was incom- 
thoughtless or uninformed hunters. from Minnesota and farther north in plete and dappled with ragged-looking 
Help conserve all birds of prey by great numbers during the winter of ’65- down. Then, from off through the woods 

letting others know that they are 66, the year | saw my first. During the | heard two more birds calling in the 

protected and that killing them is irre- winter of '68-69, Wisconsin observers same way. One of the calling birds—|’m 

sponsible and illegal. reported seeing more great grays than in pretty sure it was the adult female—flew 

If you see a great gray owlor a large any other single year—but always in the across to my side of the road, and then 

nest of any kind, whether occupied or winter, never during the summer. The right back again. The two young birds | 
not, please call the nearest DNR office winter of '77-78, the great grays moved had been watching followed her out of 

or Don Follen, Route 1, Arpin, Wis., in again and apparently at least one pair my sight, but | could still hear their 

715-652-2510. hadn’t gotten the official word. When voices. 

summer arrived they stayed to nest in | listened to the birds until pitch dark, 
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Se NR eo eee ee yg 7 
“A July sighting was exciting news. It Meee ce | ae Ricca ae be 7 
BUggestCaithe possibilty of Peeicdd XY as SS nS bi M Re oo \ ~ ; 
Photos by Robert R. Taylor from the book Great Gray Owl: + a Sf Bee cere gon. GOA 
Phantom of the Northern Forest, by Robert W. Nero, Smith- Sway M3 & ss ne ec oe 
sonian Institution Press. $17.50. Pato SU a | Pye rN ; 6 ioe 

a ae BG 2 Sa 

er erg ay A oF PR! NRE a ha 
then returned to the car for the tape ty dees oe =k ee Jia t Roe Sea hy 
recorder in hope of luring them out with Fay Se all Se > " a ‘eer Pe Roh Bee 
the same begging call they were giving. | Peeps eS LG Be e ag 1 ae "ay 
walked along the highway, playing the a5 "E> ae aS re oS Saha «ral ewe 
recording and listening, playing and ae Zr A os ta. Rin BEES 2 IN af > som 
aoe but nothing happened. | even ig BS ge e oe = Pees as 3S EB ey Pee * 
tied making squeaking sounds of my Sages yee SS se eg So team > Ze CP se 
own. To my delight, | heard excited, PS py or Se i: RS eae as al TES hy ; 
warbling sounds in response, the same a 2 ? seem SUNG Ree xe 2 SP ee 
kind of noise young owls give when ae Pr Sa Ie ad OS py, 
being fed. It sounded like four birds were J SP eS og ee NS 
calling all at once, all from the same i op)! ea ae Ng en 
place. Once | heard an adult’s low, H ee we, ee ae | ?.. oe gi Rage cat va 
distinct ‘‘Whoop!”’ but it was so dark all | EME. Fk te RG cle se ees 
could do was tie a strip of my red SS gene : ao «it : SRL POE sag = 
bandana to a bush at the roadside, to : f g a See a 
mark the spot for further exploration in a Ey Cet te See jm i 
daylight. 5, pe SoS ee: Stee 

| continued mimicking and trying to ae A = SB eet 
“call up” the young birds. | heard one & 0 ae Le i 
making feeding noises and | again -. s th = lee Nae \ 
squeaked a response. Almost immedi- ae } é -s ae On 
ately | heard a swooshing sound like a a B oh Ds SD 
large bird taking flight. A few seconds 

later | felt the air beating about me and A 
could just make out a large owl hovering : L 
about two feet over my head! It hung 
there a moment, then flew around in a 1 

tight circle and landed on a utility pole i 
about 20 feet away. With fumbling j N 
fingers | switched on my battery lantern Pe Se | ; 

and there, staring right at me, sat a A agi lags ‘\ ‘A 
beautiful, big, yellow-eyed great gray fe pg = RI aa hi ia 
owl! | stood gaping at it for some long # ¥ aa \ 
moments, but when | tried to take a few is ANE ON ii 
steps toward it, it flew off. Bs 4 Ns A 

| stayed at the site for several hours ‘weet Me aN 
longer, listening to the birds until almost “i eure e bs — 
11:00. When | left, they were still vigor- 1 Ah ‘ 1y i = 
ously calling back and forth. et ' 4 \s Sa 

The next day my wife and | were up [ £9) aes a 

at 6:00 a.m. and on our way back to see iA { \ \\ ee %\ o 
what we could find in daylight. We 4 , a aN 1 
located my red bandana marker, then \ i ‘ ‘ Ly Aa ei 8 
headed through the woods toward ‘f nah \, Se SA & 
where the birds seemed to have been 4 \ “AS Se 
calling the night before. We both got i \\\ Sa RN e 
soaked to the knees walking through the WM” \ y “s a 
wet grass, but didn't see an owl. We did, \ . RR a z 
however, find an old stick-nest about 20 \ eRe ie @ 
feet up near the top of a tamarack. | é e: 2 a eo ae jag 
think this may have been the very nest - 6G *] X ee FESR a 
the owls used. 4 wk af a i 

Later that evening we returned once “# ee hia. D> a Ae ff 
more and while it was still light enough e ae oN X \ OWN Rss a S 
to see well, the birds began to call ‘ ae . LL OS ah ~ a 
again. We walked into the woods and “— 5 VR aK \ A . paras 

& ‘gas 2 ; N \ N oe : 

No owl in North America is as docile or as big 3 GS ee iH Ye Sy ey — 
as the great gray owl, but lean winters some- ~ i. S a eager | . y Ss 
times bring these shy, retiring birds out of the 4° > @. Ca ere 3 \ AY [~ 
tamarack bogs and into the open near ade a > ae. i we - Hee 

people. Si... aS OHA j ‘ * h (ge 

Painting by Artist Elva Hamerstrom Paulson, 2194 N.W. a. Di Si = liga DM EB «) \ Sao 
Watters, Roseburg, OR 97470. Fo qe ae ‘ Ms we! SS 

eS Bia a, fan BX 
“2 Gare we .. Yeas
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ee 
| as ena qe eee 

| wa roe Spied ee MES 2 a 
a x ese Ri ek SS Te, RR NG ee a oe eel — oo = oa 

ss ae Sao ee ee wey et MER is : a oe a Sic aoe 

dz _ el i pees eee ea os ME ee Pe SR SS ee SS 

: : ol Lae Bae a Fo see Oe ” Re Se : a r* F bas { oe = aaa = P= 

‘ ae ber 5 ” he Se Po a a = < " 
> = i ——— 

ee 4 ey AS Ge e = 

. cae | ie 
fess Is Roe 
sen PS Re ee 

Le Bo ee Sal: oe a. 
- red ae 

In flight, great gray owls have a five-foot wing- VS ee RE: ‘ ~ st a eT : 

span and a head that looks the size of a eae ee ‘ \ ; ‘ ce : 5s es a = — 
basketball. Painting by Artist Elva Hamerstrom Paulson y ao . ge ie Ta | , Fe ge ait y 3 Pty 

spotted three young and the adult te F ‘ ie - pene Se fe * a 

female (a larger and browner bird than Neks5 ; ‘ ap: Pt Pie Reet entre Aa mt ee 

either the male or the young) . They flew : j i TEE aon eae ~ he ats fermeey' SS ‘ A } isa e oo - Miner Ry, . oi See 

out to the road where we followed and ie oF ‘ ‘i! iF : a bs ee y uz pee 9 on ~ aig ny ‘ res a 

watched them feeding until dark. They a : Syn: 5 | ‘ eee “oS 7 SY See” eee = 

stopped calling around 10:30 andweleft [~~ wu € Sign cis a os oe. SF Be = 

for home. "i Ry (ene ee % 2 PPE a ry £5 ce 

| suppose it’s possible this family of “ SARS Pay * — ont Say en, gia S ee oo wo j ee ya 

great gray owls—three young and ps { 4 * ei & A : ! — . Bas Ls a ge. eee a oe a i ca 2 BS ee a 

both parents—could have nested in Pa, . at Fk | ta e * —" ee iit Cr Oo cz = a oe ad Lyf Ae 

Minnesota, then moved seven miles ie pee rh " AINE : ae i _ "= - LG a . \ ae ZA - ash: pe ata ee 

across the Wisconsin border. But | don’t Ye Saat ae 4 SS ; Zz ae ee ae see 8 ae hy oe 

think it’s likely. Great grays usually stick a a ee oe Per * < E ite BAN oS ea — . See 
close to home, staying within a mile or ee a): 1a BY Dolan i ! 7. * . < — ater | = ~e - PeaSe fo a 3 a Le s 09 he kee BRIS be 5 6 

less of the nest as late as September or ee vy ANE IN ’ _ gee CM Wier if oe ee ee —_-- *ae Peay a hye bo : Saas 

October. As long as prey is available, at A PARR i . See et ea Gt tei 4 in; . = a es Leg PA RS) SBS 
the family remains on their breeding "i ae Ny : a" .* <. aS Or tS fo ge . Saw me 0 GR On 3 

territory. I'm convinced this owl family | le ae, le ! Wan 3. i S Ta oe EL Gee ey SS. Bee y ee a a le ‘ - 

nested in Wisconsin and I'd like to think | a at ‘a a tee ae BS et ele ete ee ; T /TEPRERMORS SPO 620 SRI Ss wS 

the nest | saw them near in August was ies te NS vy yy 8 la eee emer” Oa TP gees yen Xe Seo = - re ssl UF BM yr ty, We GS a 

the actual nest they used. NA AE ae a oh \ 9 gee POTS in tee Beer ee. OS ae Se penny Paley Nei SGI Se 
Others have spotted great gray owls be See) yk ie Ne ‘sind Bae PS Si gent ite | stay: Poe. Bs ARE > so ig ait PEERY eae ae 

since this summer of two years ago, but > eo RN oe Rees ea pie bate Bog wm i, Be Se. SORES ae , AE cae ee Me Ase 
not during nesting season, and only ip Tee Dall “we | bs <a NY > twee | | ey Bx. ea ‘ es St Se Hl \ ween iy.” | eae a 

adults, no young. That’s not unusual, i AP NR %* re oe We Caw Wek = : ae a oS oS es a Bene BSRRESS a a+ 4 Py Ly f aR NY x 3 

these huge gray birds can be remarkably Psa... a 1) ORES SES - aR ey | eae —_ BR SS a ae Ss Sy 2 ai Maes 
inconspicuous. They’re seldom seen et. a hy aS a oo aa ee os At. | he ae ee, -e BS SS Sass gy) ae RASS RS Nex 

even when nesting within a hundred BS See, WN cao rae" “ “4A > > SS Dee RBIS SEN SSN 3 6 OT i i nite oe HR 

yards of a road, so perhaps great grays pe ae BS i oe ee 4 oe - 4 ef 7 " be apa ae ae SS Sa eS @ H. iy ; 7 ONS Oe Ty Cd 

have nested in Wisconsin many times wie Ss 4s : ue ‘ Fh a SRS Se eZ iy | eee 5 WIRES ged ye ry J 

before and since 1978. | think the family [ae Rusia Salt BOW eee , ; a as Servi, OE eS SES r 5. aad EP are Wg SV 
we saw probably nested here following \ Fotis ate Ree = . aa Ee tt Sa Sa sae | , Aly ¥ LY Pa ; wy ’ 

the previous winter's invasion, but it’s q- a ’ ; fs TS oa Eze. ~<a 2S aa Ge Re PES, yy a = Sas Ths Ng Ee Pa RRA |. 
possible they may have been here for ie ag mS C4 ae <2 Le Se ee ean SRS es <4 3 ae rt — “Sa | Wy . as ee FES ® 

years. I'll be interested to see whether en oe eve 0 EE om it i iS Re eee eet ar c -S28 Mee a Pa P A oS RR 

great gray owls come back in summers Bi el ae i] ony a ? ae i A eee Aes NY Ss he ele RS Re 

to come—and | hope | get the chance to | re alga Mf alee a a * ee fry aa ae WN . rf om a ’ Pe] Dee aH) 

ke oe pan | Se yal Pe Sa > a | ee a ee 
es & "al OPT a VN a Sa i see Ay a 
Cae MGT. ate f 7" op AA ethane SRY * df ts 3 SS j <a V4 oT 

RR TU i el es 7 tT Reh Re he wi’ ad a eae NG Me 2 
hl ae o a Leh yr J A a on SS Se y 4 < SAY hale 

The old nest | saw in AU | i i : i a N. ai. 4 | |e pemammmreny Be ae gust was empty, but The fledging owls’ plummage was incomplete GX E aS 1 aA) c 

spceeted Nema ihe Passer geon tenes 218) ae Be a a ae cri i ©) V’dlike to think it was the one they actually —_| pnd dappled vith HegodeeRig Coane =O ae \ , a 
NR ye Pe used that spring.” | EO ee ells : , a 

“It’s the eyes that clinch any ‘great gray'> Sm \. ‘; oe BS Smee, © } Pe ae NR <= a ' JER 
sighting. Those big yellow globes could stare oS ied TON Cine es SLB GE = on | ments ENN \ ‘ 4 

down a hypnotist.” } Aveda a o Poy Na hts ue Nae el | eg ae u N ‘i 

: Cae te RS CS Ts | » Veen ae 

22 ue fs See Re BS Aeeemn A \ 
Node gh oo ki SENS Oa Bee YN Vaser BN aN 4 ‘ :
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AT A SPECIAL 10% DISCOUNT 

ere e 

for a limited time only 
as eaee  A aa IE <2 cr ri 1 

RSS acon Cre FASSETT (ye 
IN ores Just in time for Christmas gift-giving, ees y AN ee os SS 

NV) Cis! i i Neca Wega: iL : YUM =. Vi i > ¢ Wisconsin Natural Resources has \@ , Weeeierbet iS i Mise 
wv: @ i aN Vga © arranged a special book offer for its | Pay Sy 45 LAAT | 

1 j aCe Wa ‘| hi 3 readers. By ordering now, you can P wo. : aa WXDS 
ZZ GF. purchase these popular University of |. + eg i WEL A 
hg yf Wisconsin Press books at a special — a: : ey 

| £ ti a! 10% discount! To receive your special | = WIS ying y 
i Ve iS key WNR reader’s discount, simply indi- | dy hone > 0 

; a gid Ne Soa cate your book choices, clip or copy the | . é Flora : 
j MET Pe Ne order form below and mail to the 4 x 2 sit 
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y Owen J. Gromme hurry! This is a limited offer. F 

The ultimate gift for Wisconsin bird lovers. Cae nae ae Pee or ae MAMMALS OF WISCONSIN 
Painter Owen Gromme is the dean of Amer- Ty, P. y by Hartley H. T. Jackson 
ican bird artists and there is a foreword by before December 1, 1980. And Complete descriptions of the more than 80 
field guide ornithologist Roger Tory remember, to get your special discount, mammals in Wisconsin plus anecdotes and 
Peterson. The book contains 106 plates in use the order form below and mail to observations by a man who spent 75 years 
full color with 329 species represented. ite apecinlnddrese indicated as a wildlife researcher. There are 200 

236 pages, 106 color illustrations. P i photographs and 150 line drawings. 
1980 price $32.50- 1981 price $37.50. SS 518 pages, 350 illustrations plus 
Special reader discount price $29.25. maps. Regular price, cloth $19.50. Special 

reader discount price $17.55. 

BRB ODER WATER: the northern lakes SPRING FLORA OF WISCONSIN 
Aaa an F by Douglas R. Stamm. by N. CF t teed aad 
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OA price $7.16. library binding $8.50. Special reader 
ne “cia discount price, softbound $4.46; library 

binding $7.65. 

SS 

ORDER FORM QUANTITY ITEM PRICE 
Please enclose payment payable to WNR-UW Press Book Offer or fill in charge information. Fe see Sale so Ne a Og 
We're sorry, we cannot bill you for book orders. Send this form to: WNR-UW PRESS BOOK oO 
OErek 114 N. Murray St., Madison, WI 53715. Allow two to three weeks for the receipt of your _______ 

}OOKs. oO 
——————————— PLEASE FILL IN BELOW FOR CHARGE ORDERS g 

Account No. (12 or more digits) from your credit card Your Card re 

Check one O Master Charge O Visa Issuing Bank_____|£|||-_=—~——===——=— Wisconsin residents add 4% sales tax: 
Master Charge — also enter 4 ee Wie * 

joi 1 ‘TOTAL ENCLOSED digits below your account no. Signature Be Chateed 

(Checks payable to WNR-UW Press Book Offer) 
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All the complicated techno- know that unless the public is ‘“‘inter- woefully sparse. The Bureau of Air 

. sf ‘ <i ested” in resource management issues Management held a hearing in Beloit last 

Soe ee eee ee they won't take the trouble to be year to review the state air pollution 

cesses that guide resource involved. We know, too, that these control implementation plan and 15 
decision-making turn the issues are fairly complex, sometimes people showed up. The Bureau of Wild- 

public off when we need them controversial, and often technical. And life Management held a hearing in Green 
most. Here’s an idea that may that means the public must also be Bay on new rules for the program on 

help “informed” if their response is to have wildlife damages claims and nobody at 

any use or validity. all showed up to comment. Interested 

So, to make public participation work public? Where? 

LAURIE MANN, Water Quality Planner, and work well, we must have an You might be thinking—all we need 

Madison “informed and interested public.”” And do is make these opportunities for public 

F . % - j here comes one of the problems with involvement better known, that the 

fin ee ea ore public participation: Public participation public really is interested and wants to 

let the public help make eae that ‘ assumes that either the public is be involved. Perhaps. But perhaps not. 

affect the resources they own! To be informed and interested or we can make And since the assumption public partici- 

informed! imterested’and javolvad ig ag them that way. pation makes is that the public /s inter- 

American as apple pie: indeed it is a ——__ ne ao aa piers es yaya @ 

rephrasing of the democratic process we The theory behind public oe al eines cee er Atiiet! 
are so fond of. participation assumes that SU RS Ss) A Ma 

Yet giving life to the philosophy of al te accept that we have an interested public 
. BO te 10, tne p ee the public is interested or that by a motivation campaign we 

public participation is often a frustrating, d inf d a ‘ 
almost hypocritical process. To see how, and informed, or can can make the public interested. We still 

and find out why, we must look first to be helped to be. eceilet PD te Ofer DaOpte 
the assumptions underlying the belief ee a ae CEU TES 

that all public participation is good and If the flaws haven't occurred to you Bo ee ae ; 
canwone yet then you probably aren’t aware that ; Let’s look a little deeper at ial cals 

Consider, for example, the phrase the turnout at public hearings on envi- First, do we have an informed public? 
“informed and interested public.” We ronmental issues can sometimes be The truth is, the data we base decisions 
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This sort of scene at a public hearing is not unusual. Lack of interest and knowledge about complicated resource issues means empty chairs. 
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on in resource management are very your program. This is not simple. It nonpoint source pollution. During those 

technical. We decide on air quality means competing with hundreds of other phone calls, the one thing heard most 
issues by looking at things like total items for the average citizen's time and often was, ‘‘Why do you send me all this 

particulates, sulfur dioxide and ozone. thought; it means translating stuff—l don’t have time to read it and | 

We make water quality decisions by “‘technocratese”’ and ‘‘bureaucratese”’ don’t understand it.”” These are not the 

looking at things like acid, alkalinity and into plain English in costly educational words of an interested informed public. 

dissolved oxygen. We use complex materials; it means opening up a bureau- The point is that the public is not 

mathematical modeling, advanced moni- cracy that sometimes doesn't like to informed. Trying to make them so is very 
toring techniques, principles of engi- commit its ideas to public scrutiny. difficult. The information is technical and 

neering, biology, physics and chemistry. Recently the Bureau of Water Quality they may not be interested. 

And so on. These are the parameters. ran into the problem at full speed. The —_—_—————__ 
__ It's safe to say that the public is not | bureau wanted help from the public in If only technical things are 
informed on all these technical items. It’s selecting target watersheds to receive invol : : : volved in making a 
also safe to say that they can’t. In fact, cost-share funds for nonpoint source decision if th bhi 

why should they be? The public has, in pollution control. Nonpoint source pollu- CeIn as ning Ee Pues 
effect, hired resource managers to do tion is complex: it comes from diffuse to help is like trying to put 
the job for them—to be informed on the sources; direct links between observed a round peg in a square 
current technology. But, of course, this water quality problems and specific land hole: it doesn’t fit. 
is not public participation. It’s technically areas are hard to define; and ways to oe ee eee 

trained people making technically-based control it are the SUIect of heated iris Ser. 

decisions. This is the technological age. GOntrovere evan ct the experts We keep on soliciting their opinion — 
Se And vel Ess the program to cartrcl anyway, though, because public partici- 

The point is that the public nonpoint source pollution depends on Paver AC OLy Soe sylGieucl ogee 
i t informed. Trying to the voluntary participation of land- Gea lben iia sort Ol.ealcts 22, We 

ne p ny, g wie P make the same technically based deci- 
make them so is very owners, the bureau (and the federal sions we would have made without 

difficult. The information is rile ised eek She public input because the public is not 
technical and they may not ata 9 informed. 

be interested : For a bureaucracy claiming to be 
i So conferences were scheduled, responsive to public opinion, this is 

Educational Telephone Network dangerous. People become mistrustful. 

If you still think public participation is programs arranged, packets of materials They suspect that the time and effort 

a good idea even in the context of highly prepared, and follow-up phone calls they spend trying to understand the 
technical issues then a massive, well- made—all designed to enhance the issues is wasted on an unyielding 
planned educational campaign is vital to public’s interest in and understanding of bureaucratic beast. And the bureaucrats 
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Technicians and the public often talk a different language. 
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aren’t much happier. This kind of public - ar Sa Sat . 
participation becomes just more “‘red . BBG ig aia . 
tape”’ to go through before a plan or a Pa . 1 os 

program can get off the ground. It can : . 
be an Achilles’ heel to an otherwise os See. e 
powerful, independent organism. One ir mo Ag 

Department bureaucrat was even over- . <M Weare te 
heard comparing public participation to . ree . . Seas Src 

civil disobedience. ‘com si r 
Clearly the marriage between public . " SA . 

participation and resource management . : Se : 
decision-making needs work. How can 2 : . 

we get the relationship back on the se ee s 

track? How can we get resource z ° 
managers to value and use public input i x 

without having to educate the public to a: e 

the point of technical expertise? Here’s a 2 
an idea: | |g ma | 

Of the data used to make decisions a: : | 
on resource management, identify those Se = 

that can only be measured meaningfully . 4 
by public opinions. For example, if the Q 
question is, ““What passes for clean Sa 

water in Wisconsin?”’, the decision will i 

involve things like suspended solids, pH, . 
dissolved oxygen and other technical ° 
measurements. Technicians establish if 
standards for these and take samples to . 

determine if we have clean water . ; 
according to their definition. If these are be 

the only things involved in the decision, . 

asking the public to help decide where : 

water is clean is like trying to put a s ‘ 

round peg in a square hole: it doesn’t fit. a. ! 

The idea is to identify /\= 
decisions that can be ‘ 

accurately measured only by Yan 
public opinion. Don’t expect /- F 
the public to be technically : i : 
informed. Leave that to the 

technical people. ; 7 a REE TS 

But say one of the quality guidelines Computer data is essential for monitoring pollutants and eueena environmental 
is “the way the water looks” or ‘‘the information. But it’s an exotic business and can turn the pubiic off. 

way the water smells.”” Now we can set 

standards that require water to look or technical people. mate, purposeful, useful component of 
smell ‘“‘good”’ before we can call it clean. Of course, this doesn’t mean we resource management decision-making. 
How do we evaluate water to see if it’s don’t need public education. The public Q 
meeting these standards? We ask should know something about all 
people to tell us what they think. Does it aspects of resource management deci- 

look good to you? Does it smell okay? sion-making whether they’re asked for 

And so on. Then we can use the opinions or not. It also doesn’t mean 

answers to evaluate whether we are technically qualified people in the private 

meeting the standards. This would give sector shouldn’t have access to tech- 
public opinion a useful place in the world nical documents or opportunities to 

of technology. Of course, it means that comment on them. They should. Neither 

technology would lose its standing as does it mean that all resource decisions 

the only way to get answers. But we should always be based entirely on 

would have incorporated public partici- popular opinion. Good ones are some- 

pation into resource management and times hard to make and very unpopular. 

probably have improved our manage- What is being said is this: if resource 

ment decisions at the same time. The management decisions are supposed to 
idea is to identify decision items that can be based, in part, on public opinion, 

be measured accurately only by public then make the guidelines for judgment 

opinion. Don’t expect the public to be suitable to public opinion. Public partici- 

technically informed. Leave that to the pation can then take its place as a legiti- 
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Fort Howard in an 1842 lithograph. Courtesy State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 

Every year Heritage Hill State Perhaps the food on the midday table is great world, it behooves me, as the 
Park near Green Bay relives a little more “special,” the mood a bit guardian of these people to make them 
the histom onm@hnetaas in more subdued, but no holiday colors or as comfortable as I can. I hope to make 

3 Ty me he greenery adorn the rough-hewn walls. them happy as well, at least as far as 

Wisconsin from the primitive Christmas to the early French was ‘an _ practicable in this distant wilderness.” 
days of the first French fur important occasion, but a sombre and In December McNeil allowed weekly 

traders to the elegant festivity religious one often spent in quiet medi- dances. He also decided the fort needed 
of the Victorian Cotton house. tation and perhaps capped off with “private theatricals” and by his order 

midnight mass, if a priest was wintering plays were produced with all parts, both 
in the settlement. Not likely, for in 1820 male and female performed by his young 

Seay ae the population of this struggling settle- lieutenants. The first theatrical was 

ment at the mouth of the Fox River “She Stoops to Conquer,” said to have 

Close your eyes and try to conjure up hovered around only 300 hardy souls, been a great success. 

the spirit of Christmas past in Wisconsin mostly trappers and traders. The French One of McNeil’s Christmas parties 
— say the 1800’s when life was harder, celebrated and exchanged presents not was described by writer Albert Ellis, who 

but slower and simpler, too. Friends, on December 25th, but on January 1st. attended. It started at 4 p.m. and was 

relatives, children, falling snow, horses On New Year’s day they went visiting, followed by an evening ball. About 100 

and sleighs, warm fires, fine linen, china, stopping here and there to share holiday guests came from every segment of local 
candles, hearty food, good drink and cheer with friends and relatives. society. 
carolers. Something like 1980 really, Life was severe during frontier “The variety of costume would have 
though of much different quality never winters, especially for the soldiers at engaged the study of an artist: belles and 

experienced by most of us alive today. | Fort Howard. The fort was built in 1816 beaux, men and women were attired in 
But not gone forever: Each year at Heri- by four companies of the Third Infantry all grades of dress from the Parisian 

tage Hill State Park near Green Bay, Regiment to guard the entrance to the gown down to the buckskin coat, pants, 

Wisconsin’s Christmas past lives again. Fox River. It wasn’t unusual for the petticoat and moccasins of the 
Heritage Hill is a tie to the state’s garrison commander to suspend all aborigines.” 

pioneering, fur-trading days, where passes and work the men long hours to The food was venison, bear, porcu- 

historic structures are preserved and batten the fort down for winter. But by pine, geese, ducks and a variety of fish, 
early Green Bay and Wisconsin history December, the community was virtually “headed by the king of all the fish tribes, 

is recreated. Every holiday season, park locked in until spring and there was time the sturgeon.” 
personnel and local volunteers celebrate for frivolity. Most of the year, the fort After dinner, dancing continued until 

Christmas past in the park’s 15 carefully was more or less “off limits” to civilians, early morning. “In the soft glow of the 
preserved historic buildings, decorating but not on Christmas. candlelight, the party was as colorful as 
each according to its time and original In 1823 post commander Colonel a masquerade.” 
occupants. James McNeil described the situation Years later, a woman who was there, 

In the French fur trader’s cabin, circa this way: “As a hard winter is at hand Mary Ann Brevoort recalled that her 

1820, Christmas is scarcely festive. and we are shut up here, cut off from the gown was “brocaded lavender satin 
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Christmas dinner for the enlisted men in the Fort Howard Hospital scullery was austere, but festive. 

dress, trimmed white silk lace, long joyous and special holiday. Christmas she couldn’t bear to part with all the 
white kid gloves, red slippers and white was not the day to give and receive finery—her furniture, art, china, and 
silk hose.” presents. That was reserved for New linens made the long voyage to Green 

By 1836 Green Bay’s population had Years when “les atrennes” or New Bay with her. 
swelled to about 3,000, including 700 or Year’s gifts were exchanged. As there When Mrs. Tank died in 1891, it 
800 soldiers at Fort Howard. Christmas were no fancy stores to select gifts from, took two auctions—one lasting a week 
then was described as almost “civilized” and doubtless had there been the child and a half in Chicago and one lasting 

by a diarist, Mrs. Elizabeth Baird: might not have had the money for the three and a half weeks in Green Bay—to 
“We soon found that Christmas was purchase, (children not having money in settle her estate. At the sale in Green 

considered the high feast of the season olden times as they do now) so it was Bay, the auction bill for her linen alone 
and no pains were spared to make it as that each one had to exert themselves covered 66 pages! Many of the Green 
good as possible. The cooking was all and call upon all the ingenuity they Bay locals whose families bought the 
done at an open fire. I wish I could possessed to make what they could for Tank possessions have returned them to 
remember in full the bill of fare, however presents.” 
I will give all that I recall. We will begin A decade or two later, other immi- : 5 re : ; 
with the roast pig; roast goose; chicken grants began to supplement the ranks of oe veel, Hentage Hill S Christmas will 
pie; round of beef, a la mode; palte the now-established early French feature sleigh _ rides, storytellers, 
d’ours (bear’s paws called so from the settlers, bringing along their Old World children & theatre SF OUPs: woodwind 
shape made by the pastry and chopped Christmas customs most of which are ing string egies choir Belyiee 10 
meat) sausage; headcheese; souse; small the ones we still celebrate today. the newly-comp! leted Moravian 
fruit preserves; small cakes. Such was Christmas was a big affair to the Church, and other special events. At 
the array . . . Christmas was observed Germans; they brought the custom of several Stops around the grounds, arti- 

as a holy day. The children were kept at decorating their houses with ribbons sans will give craft demonstrations, 
home and from play during the day until and boughs and candles—and the first local volunteers and park personnel 
nearly night-time when they would be Christmas trees. will aa oo Sohn hot chocolate, 
allowed to run out and bid their friends Otto Tank was a Norwegian and yo analy apt fi gees area 
“Merry Christmas,’ spending the came to Green Bay in 1850 as a Mora- Mignce ig 16 Witeneal ie 
evening, however, at home with the vian missionary. He and his wife moved Sneed] 610" 16 =No park sticker is 
family. . . All would sing. There was no into what is now called the Tank required. Dates for the celebration are 
particular songmaster. It was the senti- Cottage. Built in 1776, it’s the oldest November 27 (the day after Thanks- 
ment that was so pleasing to us all. The remaining building in Wisconsin. The giving) to December 14, from 10 to 6 
music we did not care so much for and Tanks were wealthy people for o'clock weekdays and Sundays and 10 
yet we thought we did. missionary settlers. Madame Caroline to ae. For exact ues of 

“As soon as la Fete de Noel, or Albertina Louisa Van der Muelen Tank, =per ic performances, contact: Heri- 
Christmastide had passed, all hands Otto’s wife, was a Dutch baroness who Lo — Sees pee ae — 
(young and old) were set at work to sold off her estates in Holland to come to Bie ee noe aes ay, 1. 
prepare for New Years, which was a America with her devout husband. But one : : 
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Blowing snow i louds > pees: n zi Sa eae 
outed the Tonk Crttamn bale tha mariadh Se. ee oo 
and holiday cheer within. Photo by Nick Clark bee. ei NE eS ae 

their rightful resting place. Now every Bec ee ae oe Sige 
December is Christmas 1871 at the Tank Rk a 
Cottage—sometimes Norwegian, honor- Bie we ea SP Ae 
ing Otto, sometimes Dutch, in honor of Be Mr a ; Gi q 
Caroline. oe eS. et ed 

On the front door outside the le 4 ay “ee | i eS ' 
Tank Cottage hangs a “jule neg”, a a ee = ih | | ae 
shocked bundle of wheat put out so the oo cares Co a ee Pe Zs eae arabe : 
birds might also join the season’s cele- i Ba See oe es ‘oe? be a ay Peet 
bration. Inside, an Advent wreath hangs CE Same an Ei? ES gh og 0 PRS eee 
by brightly colored ribbons in the dining See oi oi eet a a eee 
room window and a cast iron kettle of ee Pe 1 WF, re “ Pee 
nuts warms in front of the stone fire- ee Fe 4 hie ts | . : ‘ eae 
place. Miniature straw ornaments and = Soa 
tiny paper flags adorn a small tabletop aie 
Christmas tree. Traditional Scandina- ae 
vian delicacies group around it— ea toenail 
rosettes, marzipan and “spettekaka” or — | |). ae 
“cake on a spit.” Madame Tank’s service a ; hy 
awaits, her Delft china, fine silver, and i | ey ree 
pewter tea set. ss i s : Sa 

At the Cotton House, Christmas is e 
an 1875 Victorian affair, reflecting Re oe N eee 
English influence on early Green Bay. ee oe baa 
Captain John Winston Cotton and his eens He Rae 
wife built their Greek Revival structure eee oS see 
as a retirement home in 1843. Every- Se tee Gao 
thing within is as the Cottons would ee ~ ee ee 
have done it. Garlands of pine boughs, a Ee elas 
holly, and mistletoe are everywhere—on Ee oO 7 , ce ce 
tabletops, mantles, bannisters, windows oe ; 3 : SS 
and window seats. The tree is decorated ee 0 le oh eae pose ae 
with strings of popcorn and cranberries, fo. ’ a 3 G ie | sl ical 
tiny candles and tasty sugarplum cones. "i i: Lh a i Ee f a 
Beneath it are the children’s Christmas Be m > | laos en wat eh Sb oe 
gifts—a tiny sleigh, wagon and baby . ul rir x ae ad ata 4 ee 
buggy made of birchbark by the fort’s ee aa ect * re E ry ee: 
soldiers. A brimming wassail bow] awaits fa , zh a \ i \ no 
arriving guests and a sprig of mistletoe is Bd A ae ys PP = 7 | ; \ Dea a 4 song 
tucked slyly into the crystal chandelier ; Re ic Ve eat ra 
above to catch the unsuspecting. a | Ni a A [Nee Be a 

These are all the Christmas past in eR i : 
Wisconsin—from fruitcake and wassail Sees) PGs 1 z ‘ag nN 
at the Cotton House to glogg and Be Re a ® ids 1a f ‘SN ——e | 
krumkaker at the Tank cottage plus hot ee Ry Ky H v mY) k ee 
cider at Ford Howard. It is the history of oo ‘ eae f ale ae a 
Yuletide come alive. Everyone is invited. | i | SS RS r) MR ee, ge Bice 

aeseh * Pa ° 2 fei eat = 
Opposite page: 5 , Lg aes ais ; a a 
Top: — ae ee Gd Ne z 
Children present a Christmas play in the old . & a a AI 
Town Hall. Heritage Hill features choirs, Bx C7 rf iY md 
concerts, and other special events i a } OF 1 ad 3, 
throughout the holiday season. t bad , K c 

Bottom left: Ses eo AY ics 

The fireplace in the Fort Howard dining . 3 *, y 
room. Photo by Dave Crehore ae ne ef 

Ln id oa 

Bottom right: ae i. ae rl 

Christmas Eve in the Tank Cottage is time ~ 
for an elegant Norwegian buffet. The 
towering, spectacular “‘spetakakka” (cake 
on a spit) in the center of the table took Each year in the Cotton House area school children adorn a 20-foot Victorian Christmas & 
more than seven hours to bake. Other deli- tree with popcorn and cranberry chains, sugar plum baskets, bows, candles, and old-time 
cacies include marzipan, rosettes, ornaments. Photo by Dave Crehore 
“krumkakka” cones, and “jul hog.” 
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