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STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

OF WISCONSIN.

HISTORIC ACCOUNT.

The Legislature having provided for the publication of the
Report of the State Horticultural Society, in connection with
the Transactions of the State Agricultural Society, since the
date of the last publication, it seems a fitting time to give a
brief historic account of this Society since its origin. The
materials for this work are already fast disappearing. Even
now a small pamphlet of Transactions published in 1855, by
the ¢ Wisconsin Fruit Growers’ Association,” cannot be found,
and the written records may be considered as lost.

Tage WisconsiN FRUIT GROWERS' ASSOCIATION was OI-
ganized in November 1853, at Whitewater, and Hans Crocker,
Esq., of Milwaukee, seems to have been elected President,
Mark Miller, of Janesville, Recording Secretary, D. J. Powers,
Corresponding Secretary, R. M. Parker, Treasurer, and Chas.
Gifford Chairman of the Executive Committee.

The first Fair of the Association was held in the city of
Milwaukee on the 5th and 6th of October, 1854, in Young's
Hall, during the time of the Fair of the State Agricultural
Society in the same city. In the November number of the
Wisconsin Farmer it is stated :

¢ This exhibition of the fruits of Wisconsin exceeded the expectations of
every one who looked in to see it. Tt is no exageration to say that the show
of apples, as a whole, taking into account the number of varieties, size, fair-
ness and perfectness of maturity, could not be beaten, by any other State.
A visitor remarked that he had attended like exhibitions in New York, but
that this show of apples far surpassed any he had ever seen before. Over 100
varieties were on the tables. The show of pears and grapes was excellent,
and could nOt be beeten in quality. There were also some good specimens
of peaches and quinces.”

There were thirty-three entries by different persons of ap-
ples, varying from one to fifty-four. Sixteen entries of pears,
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four of peaches, seven of plums, three of quinces and fourteen
of grapes. The premiums, twenty-five in number, amounted
to $103. But though the fair was a success for the Associa-
tion, yet being held at the same time as the fair of the Agricul-
tural Society, it operated injuriously to the latter by removing
nearly all fruit from its tables.

The second annual exhibition was held at Milwaukee on
the 18th, 19th and 20th of September, 1855, in connection
with the Milwaukee Horticultural Society; and a premium
list prepared for apples, pears, plums, peaches, grapes and
quinces, was published in the Farmer of that year. The ex-
hibition was said to be a success, and to fully confirm the an-
ticipations of the preceding yeer. There is'no record of any
meetings of the society, published, and the officers were prob-
ably the same as for the preceding year.

The annual meeting of 1855 was held at Janesville on the
27th of November, at which H. J. Starin of Whitewater was
elected president, C. Hawley of Milwaukee, D. Worthington
of Delafield, and T. Drake of Racine County, vice-Presidents,
Mark Miller of Janesville, Recording Secretary, Chas. Gifford,
of Wauwatosa, Corresponding Secretary, R. W. Parker of
Milwaukee, Treasurer, and J. C. Brayton of Asztalan, A. L.
Castleman, and A. G. Hanford of Waukesha County, Execu-
tive Committee for the ensuing year. The time of the meet-
ing was mostly occupied in discussing the quality and adapt-
ability of the various fruits to the climate and soil of this state.
This meeting was attended by ¥. W. Edgerton, President of
the State Agricultural Society, who made a proposition, that
the next fair of the Association be held in connection with the
Agricultural Society ; and Messrs. Castleman, Miller and Gif-
ford were appointed a committee to make the arrangements.
No arrangements were however made.

In the Wisconsin Farmer for October, 1856, is a notice signed
by the Executive Committee, stating that “a meeting and ex-
hibition of fruits of this Association will be held at White-
water, on Wednesday and Thursday, the 24th and 25th of
September, 1856.” The Farmers and Mechanics’ Club held
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their Fair at the same time and place. This exhibition was
very limited, and confined to apples shown mostly by Messrs.
Hanford, Starin and a few others, with “ grapes grown on the
bank of the Geneva Lake,” by Mr. Russel. The show of
Fruits made the same year at the fair of the Agricultural So-
ciety held at Milwaukee, on the 8th, 9th and 10th of October,
mostly by members of the Association was very fine, their pre-
miums amounting to $124.

The officers elected in 1856 were Chas. Gifford, President;
C. Hawley, A. Slocum, and H. T. Woodward, Vice-Presidents ;
Andrew Child, Recording Secretary ; Chas. Colby, Correspond-
ing Secretary ; R. W. Parker, Treasurer, and J. C. Brayton,
H. J. Starin and A. G. Hanford, Executive Committee. It
does not appear that any meetings for discussion were held this
year. But it would seem that during the year it was decided
to accept the proposition made made by the Agricultural So-
ciety, and on the 29th and 30th of September and the 1st and
9d of October, the Association held their fair in connection
with the State Agricultural Fair, at Janesville ; and then fitted
up and filled over 300 feet of tables with Apples, Pears, Grapes
and Plums. This Fair seems from the report made by Mr.
Brayton to the Agricultural Society, and found in the Trans-
actions of the State Agricultural Society, page 499, of that year,
to have been a complete success.

[There seems to be no record of 1857.]

The annual meeting of the Association for 1858, was held
at Milwaukee Feb. 9. The following is the list of officers :

President—A. G. Hanford, of Waukesha.

Vice Presidents—Hans Crocker, Milwaukee; D. J. Powers, Madison;
D. Mathews, Burlington.

Becretary—Charles Gifford, Milwaukee.

Treasurer—C. C. Olin, Waukesha.

Erecutive Committee—H. J. Starin, Whitewater; J. C. Brayton, Aztalan;
Thomas P. Turner, Waukesha.

Messrs. Powers and Gifford were appointed a committee to
procure the passage of a law similar to that of Massachusetts,
for the protection of fruit trees, and trees planted for shade
or ornament, and Messrs. Olin, Starin and Crocker were ap-
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pointed a committee to ask for an appropriation from the
State to promote the objects of the Association.

In the Wisconsin Farmer for October of that year, page 388,
is an editorial stating that:

“The Wisconsin Fruit Grower's Association will exhibit in connec-
tion with the State Agricutural Society, the same this year as last, at
the State Fair. By an arrangement between the parties, members of the
Fruit Growers’ Association can exchange tickets of membership for those of
Agricultural Society, on application at the office of the Secretary of the lat-
ter Society, either before or during the Fair.”

The reports of the judges on fruits at the Agricultural Fair,
show that the expectations of the Association were fully met.
The premiums then awarded amounted to $77.00 for apples,
$22.00 for pears, $10.00 for grapes, $8.00 for plums, $8.00 for
peaches, $63.00 for flowers and $30.00 for preserves, jellies

and pickles. The committee on fruit say :

“The exhibition was very large and beautiful, completely covering the
tables which had been provided around one of the tents, and large spaces
left in the center. This tent, if we are to judge by the immense crowd con-
stantly filling it, seemeed to be one of the great centers of attraction, and
indeed, it is no wonder that it should have been so. In quality and beauty,
as well as in quantity of fruit, the exhbition was far superior to what your
committee had dared to anticipate ; showing conclusively, that in spite of
repeated failures, we need not despair of seeing plenty of good fruit in our
noble state.”

The winter previous had destroyed the quince trees, and
consequently, there were none on exhibition that year.

In the November number of the Wisconsin Farmer, page
410, is a notice for a meeting of the Association at Milwaukee,
on the 16th of November, for discussion. This meeting took
place, but appears to have been very thinly attended, partly
owing to there being some exciting political meetings then in
session in Milwaukee. The Secretary, as appears by a note
in the January number of the Farmer, promised to write out
the proceedings cf that meeting, and have it printed in the
Agricultural Transactions of that year, but for some cause he
did not do so, nor is any notice taken of the meeting by the
city papers.

No minutes have been published of the anual meeting of
the Association in 1859, and the original records are not with
the Secretary of the Horticultural Society.
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In 1859 the Association held its fair in connection with the
Agricultural Society at Milwaukee ; and in January, 1860, the
annual meeting was held at Whitewater, and the discussions
there had are printed in the Transactions of the Agricultural
Society for 1859, at the end of the volume. This seems to
have been the last meeting held by the Association. The exhi-
bition of that year was held in connection with the Agricul-
tural society, at Madison.

The following is the list of officers for that year:

President—J. C. Brayton, Aztalon. s
Vice-Presidents—F. W. Loudon, Janesville; J. L Judd, Waupun.

Rec. Secretary—0. 8. Willey, Janesville.

Cor. Secretary—A. G. Hanford, Waukesha,

Treasurer—O. P Dow, Palmyra; J. C. Plumb, Madison.

Executive Commiltee—H. A. Congar, Whitewater; James Ozane, Jr., Sumner.

WiscoNSIN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.—The break-
ing out of the rebellion, which for the time being put a stop to
nearly all meetings of agriculturists, and especially in Wis-
consin,not only closed the meetings and exhibitions of the
Fruit Growers’ Association, but also led to its disorganization.
Thus matters stood until the meeting and exhibition of the
Wisconsin State Agricultural Society at Janesville, which was
held September 25 and 29, of 1865; when the fruit growers
again rallied in force, and made a greater show than had ever
been made before in Wisconsin, carrying off in premiums
$165 for apples, pears, grapes, plums and quinces, $20 for
wine, $20 for delicacies, $55 for flowers and $16 for water-
melons, besides large premiums for other products of the gar-
den. There were also awarded as premiums, 18 volumes
of the Transactions of the Wisconsin State Agricultural
Society. During that fair a meeting was held of which F. C.
Curtis of Columbia County, was Chairman, and O. 8. Willey,
Madison, Secretary.

On motion a Committee was appointed to devise measures
to re-organize the Association ; and the meeting adjourned to
the evening of the 29th of September to hear and act upon the
report of the Committee.

The adjourned Horticultural meeting metat the Court Room,
in Janesville, Thursday evening, Sept, 29, F. C. Curtis in the
chair, and George J. Kellogg acting as Secretary pro fem.
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The Committee appointed at a former meeting on the or-
ganization of the Association, made the following report :

¢« The committee on re-organization of the Fruit-growers Association, after
such consultations as our limited time would allow, respectfully submit the
following: That we cannot without further consultation present a well pre-
ared constitution and by-laws for the government of the Association, but we
suggest that the organization be now so far effected as to adopt a title for
the Association, and elect the officers, viz., a President, one Vice-President
from each County in the State, a Secretary and Treasurer, and an Executive
Committee, to consist of the President, Secretary, Treasurer and such two
Vice-Presidents as may be elected for that purpose; and we propose for a
name, ‘ The Wisconsin State Horticultural Society ;’ and nominate the follow-
ing officers, viz.: President, Hon. B. F. Hopkins; Vice-Presidents, one in
each County named; Secretary, J. C. Plumb, Madison; Treasurer, F. C.
Curtis, Columbia ; Executive Committee, Geo. J. Kellogg, Rock, and L. P.

Chandler, Dane.”

The report was adopted, and the persons named elected.

Considerable discussion on various subjects took place at
these meetings, of which no minutes have been preserved.

Appropriate resolutions were also adopted concerning the
death of Mr. A. G. Hanford, formerly President of the Asso-
ciation and widely known as one of the leading horticulturists
of the North-west; who died in Columbus, Ohio, September 3,
1864. But unfortunately the record of those resolutions can-
not be found in time for their publication here. During the
many years of his residence in Wisconsin, which continued
until 1861, (when he became proprietor of extensive nurseries
in Columbus, Ohio, and removed to that Staue,) his chief atten-
tion was given to the cultivation of fruits, to the introduction
of approved varieties, among the people of the north-west, and
to the dissemination of a knowledge of the established prin-
ciples of his possession.

In the language of the Editor of the Wisconsin Farmer,
t¢ 1,0 horticulturist of the West has ever been more successful
in actual practice, none has established a better reputation for
correctness of knowledge and intezrity in all business transac-
tions, and none has made nis pen more useful in the diffusion
of valuable information derived from laborious and carefully

conducted experiments.”



PROCEEDINGS.

ANNUAL MEETING—1866.

Mapison, February 6, 1866.
2:30 P. M.

The Annual Meeting of the Society convened in the parlor of the Wiscon
sin Mutual Insurance Company, at Madison, Feb. 6, 1866, Vice-President L.
P. Chandler in the chair. Short but excellent congratulatory speeches were
made by Messrs. Plumb, Kellogg and Judd.

It was unanimosly resolved to invite the members of the Horticultural So-
cieties of the city of Madison, to attend the meetings of this Society, and to
participate in its proceedings in the character of honorary members.

Strawberries.—The discussion upon Strawberries, being first in order
under the programme previously announced, Dr. Hobbins moved that the
Wilson be recommeded for general culture. Upon this, considerable discus-
sion took place, principally on a comparison of the Wilson with the Agricul-
turist, which had just then been introduced, and of which the plants had
proved weak, and but few had grown.

Dr. Hobbins grew the Wilson in hills, on clayey land, which he had trenched
two feet deep and filled with composted manure ; and from 450 square yards
he had procured 250 quarts of berries.

Burr’s New Pine, Boston and Brighton Pines, were recommended for ama-
ateur culture ; and the Russell, Monitor, Rives, Eliza, Victoria and Agricul
turist were recommended for further trial by amateura.

For field culture, it was recommended to- plow the ground into two feet
beds, and alternate them so that one-half shall be in new plants each year.
All agreed as to thorough manuring of the soil, and especially deep trench-
ing; though Mr. Kellogg said he had procured good crops of Wilson from
gravel knolls, where it was supposed only white beans would grow. He was
growing them on all kinds of ground. On ordinary soil he had picked 240
bushels from the acre without special manure.

Clean culture in summer, with good mulchings with clean straw and coarse
litter, or cornstalks, for winter was recommended.

Gooseberries—The Houghton and American only were recommended for
general cultivation. .
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Raspberries—Mr. Kellogg moved that the Society recommend the Doolittle
Black Cap, as the best and a hardy variety without protection, for general
culture, which was agreed to.

For amateur culture and farther trial, the Purple Cane, Yellow Cap, Ohio
Everbearing, Catawissa, Brinckle’s Orange, Cincinnati, Red Antwerp and
Fastolf were recommended, most of which required protection.

The planting of raspberries in orchards was suggested and met with much
approbation.

Blackberries—Mr. Peffer would give the Lawton berry a further trial ; but
all agreed that the the culture of this fruit was nearly a failure.

Grapes—The Concord was placed first on the list, Delaware second, Hart-
ford third, Diana fourth and Isabella fifth.

Dr. Hobbins had fruited last year seventeen varieties of grapes, and was
ready to pronounce them all a success. He, however, considered the Con-
cord best for everybody. It was hardy, free from diseases, fruited well, had
most vinous flavor and ripens early. It should take the same rank among
grapes that the Wilson does among strawberries. -

Mr. Greenman agreed with the Doctor in the high rank he gives toit. The
Concord should be placed first on the I'st.

Mr. Kellogg moved to place the Delaware gecond on the list. Ithad made
with him, under good culture, a growth of twelve feet on a vine of the sec
ond year out.

Mr. Greenman thought the Delaware should be closely pruned to induce
full bearing. He had seen no mildew or other disease on the Delaware on
his grounds. 4

Mr. Judd always cut back his Delawares to get fruit, and had no mildew,
in Wisconsin.

Before the question was taken the meeting adjourned.

MORNING SESSION.
February 7th, 1866.

The Society met pursuant to adjournment, Vice President Chandler in the
chair ; the question being on the motion to place the Delaware second on
the list of grapes.

Mr. Atwood was conscious that the opinion existed that the Concord, was
preferable as a grape for all purposes, but he considered the Delaware a finer
grape than the Concord. :

After further remarks by others, the motion prevailed.

Mr. Greenman moved to place the Hartford third on the list, and said he
preferred this to the Delaware.

The motion prevailed without dissent.

Mr. Stevens moved to place the Diana as fourth on the list. It was satis
‘ factory with him, even preferable to the Hartford. It ripens early, and was
; good as soon as it turns. The motion was adopted.
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The Isabella was named as No. 5 ; but with many dissenting voices.

For amateur culture, Allen’s Hybrid, Rogers’ Nos. 15, 4 and 9, Creveling
and Union Village, were recommended.

The soil and culture were briefly discussed, and it was concluded that grapes
were adapted to more soils and locations than any other fruit, growing in
sand, gravel and stiff clays.

Judge Knapp being present, and called upon, gave a brief account of the
grapes and grape culture on the Rio Grande. The soil was sand and
river mud, largely charged with salts, formed by the wash from the moun-
tains. The vineyards were planted almost on a level with the river, and
watered by irrigation every ten days during the periods of the growth of the
grapes. The vines were hilled up, not laid down, for winter pratection, and
cut back to within eighteen inches of the ground, and had no stakes or
trellis. Their yield was enormous, and the grapes far superior to any grown
in the Eastern States.

He showed a specimen of the grapes, preserved in sugar, grown at Mesilla
and wine from El Paso, Mexico, which were pronounced superior to anything
presented before.

The Society theu took up, considered and adopted the censtitution for the
Society, which had been prepared by a committee appointed at the Janes-
ville meeting ; and then proceeded to the election of officers for the ensu-
ing year, which resulted as follows:

President—Dr. Joseph Hobbins, Madison.
Vice President—L P. Chandler, Madison.
Secretary—J. C. Plumb, Madison.
T'reasurer—F. C. Curtis,Rocky Run.

The county Vice Presidents were authorized to be filled by appointments
by the officers already elected.

SPECIES AND VARIETIES OF FRUIT.

Apples.— The Society, after discussion, agreed upon the following varieties
as worthy of general cultivation, and as hardy in this climate, viz.: Red
Astrachan, Fall Stripe, Duchesse of Oldenburg, St. Lawrence, Fameuse,
Cider, Sweetwine, Golden Russet, Tallman’s §weet, Red Romanite, Rawle’s
Janet, Willow Twig, Fall Queen, Perry Russet, and Northern Spy.

In discussing the hardy varieties, the following were especially considered :

Early Sweet.—Mr. Peffer said he considered this a good early apple, tree
hardy, and abundant bearer.

Mr. Chandler objects to its being placed on the list of hardy trees.

Sweet June.—Mr, Kellogg could not recommend this tree, and moved to
strike it from the list of hardy trees; and it prevailed.

Cider, (local name.)—Mr, Peffer thinks highly of this apple, and can re-
commend it. Mr. Kellogg says it answers well as a pie apple, and keeps up
to this time. It was retained.

Golden Russet was added to the list.
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Perry Busset.—Mr. Peffer objected to t.is, but would not press his ob
jection. It was retained.

Canada Black.—Mr. Plumb said this was a strong grower, a hardy tree, and
a good marketable apple. and hoped it would be added to the list. Mr.
Peffer calls it a third rate spple, and wonld not raise it. It was rejected.

Yellow Belle Fleur and Pomme Grise were rejected as not hardy.

Red Romanite.—Mr Kellogg said the tree was hardy. It was a good keep-
ing apple, better for growing than for buying. Mr. Peffer considered it a
good apple, and hardy productive tree. Mr. Plumb objeeted to it as un-
worthy. It was retained. g

Rawle’s Janet was objected to as being tender; but Mr. Plumb said it had
stood well with him, and as it was so good an apple he wasin favor of
retaining it on the list.

Mr. Kellogg said it would stand in some localities, and he would not press
his objection.

Colvert was proposed to be added to the list by Mr. Chandler, but was
rejected.

Willow Twig was added on motion of Mr. Kellogg.

Fall Stripe.—Mr. Peffer thinks highly of thisapple. Mr. Chandler had no
objection to the fruit; but thought the trees would not stand in some local.
ities. Generally they did well, would not press his objection, was in favor
of adding it to the list. It was adopted.

Fall Queen. Mr Kellogg said it was perfeetly hardy, an early and abund-
ant bearer. It was added.

Perry Russet was proposed by Mr. Kellogg. Mr. Plumb objected, that it
was not productive. It was added.

Northern $py.—Mr. Chandler said he knew trees near Madison more than
twenty years old. It stands better in the orchards than in the nursery. The
tree is an early and perpetual bearer. Mr. Kellogg objected on account of its
tenderness. It was retained.

Plums.—The following list was recommended : Lombard, McLaughlin, Jef-
ferson, Imperial Gage, Green Gage, and Bleeker’s Gage.

Oherries.—The following list was recommended: Early Richmond, Donna
Maria, Red English, and Early May.

A list of tender Apples was made out, to be experimented upon in favora-
ble locations.

Several communications were received, which will be noted under the
proper head.

The exhibition was held that year in connection with the Agricultural So-
ciety’s, and was of the most creditable kind. The premiums were generally
given in silver plate and choice books. 26 were awarded for apples, 12 for
grapes, 6 for pears, 8 for plums, 1 for peaches, 1 for cranberries, and 7 for
miscellaneous fruits, 44 for flowers and plants, 6 for Wisconsin wines, and 27
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