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y The ¢ Australlan Bee Bulletln 2.
= WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1892.

~» And is Edited and Owned by a PRAOPICAL APIARIST, with a large Apiary of
nearly 200 Colonies, and who is NOT A SUPPLY 'DEALER. He aims fo

B

A" ° ' give the latest ideas and developments of the industry ; his interests are the
_ getting the BIGGEST PRICES AND BEST MA RKETS for his own as well,
e as other people’s honey. And he has always endeavoured to give facts and

both sides to every question relating to the industry. His warmest thanks

are due for the cheerful and hearty suvport awarded him from the commence-
.‘5 . ment till the present time by the beekeepers of all the Australian colonies,
i as well as New Zealand, Cape Colony, and the Isles of the Southern Seas, and

will do his best to merit a continuance of same. T e S |

RS T o

E«
‘ OFFICE:® HIGH STREET, WESTJMAITLAND, N.S.W. g
- RESDENCE AND Arrary: BOXGROVE APIARY, WILLOW TREE, N.S.W.

L Br Kk ALLPORT,

; Manufacturer & Importer of Beckeepers’ supplies,
CHUTER STREET NORTH SYDNEY.

*REDWOOD HIVES FROM 35 65 EACH.
:*  Before Orderig send for Price List,

"~ YOUR OWN BEESWAX MADE INTO
FOUNDATION AT 5d PER LB.
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First and Foremost Queens of the Seasondm,_ |

¢ First of the throng and foremost of the whole,
One stands confest the Sovereign and the goul.”’
And if you want the : :

direct from Australia’s largest breeder, let me book your order now, and you can receive
queens the very day you are ready for them. My gueen-raising apiaries are now in fall
swing and beautiful young queens are ready to go off by return mail. Don’t tolerate old
queens in any of your colonies when you can 'obtain vigorous young queens in the Spring
that will double your returns. I'can furnish beautiful golden queens, the result of 16 years’
careful breeding, or leather coloured queens raised from direct importations from the best
breeders in Italy. By wy improved method of queen raising, the most perfectly
developed of queens only are produced, and as my breeders are excelled by nome, I am .
enabled to gnarantee satisfaction to all customers.  All queens are sent post free, and =
safe arrival guaranteed to any part of Australasia. We have no foul brood in Queensland,

and I guarantee all my apiaries to be entirely free from disease of any type. My cala- A
logue containg over 50 pages of useful information, and is sent free, so kindly send for a

copy-
o One Three Five Ten
Untested Italian Queens .. o o b/- 13/- 20/- 39/-
Tested o 5 a5 e 2 8/— 22/- 35/- 65/
Select Tested Breeding Queens i 5 15/~ 49/ 66/— S ;
Carni-Italian Queens 2 5/- 13/- 20/- 39/- -

. Xke JONIES, °*
Goodna, Queensland. 8
Queensland Agent’ for the ¢ Australian Bee Buligtin.” o

o AR A S N e e e S S L S S T . AN

QUEENS ! 3s Each. QUEENS '4

One Untested 3/- ; Three for 7/6; Tested, 6/-; Select Tested, 12/6.

Golden, Five Banded, Ligurian, Cyprian Italians. %,Golden, Five Banded and
Ligurian are bred in separate apiaries. I am breeding all my queens from
new imported blood, the best that money can buy. I have made greit prep-
arations for the coming season and if we have a goodiseason will be atle to -

execute orders promptly.

Having bought the splendid apiary of J.§Tilley (all five-banded stock) I will
have 80 or 40 colonies to dispose of. Eight Frame Dove-Tailed Hive, £1. >

Three-Frame Nuclei, 10/- on train.

_ | .
R. H. JJERWVIS,.
: WREKIN APIARY. -
MOSS VYALE, N.S.W. :
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A lot of copy unavoidably left over.

Read the answers to questions in this
issue.

TLoyalstone’s Notes in this issue should
be well and carefully pondered over.

Mr Helms maintains bees donot injure
grapes, as there is not sufficient sugar in
the skin to entice them.

It was experience such as Mr. Beuhne
gives elsewhere that induced us to put
question 247 in September last.

Our next issue will contain full report
of meeting of Victorian beekeepers, to
whose deliberations we wish the greatest

ood will result.

For Robbing.—Saturate rag with kero-
sene oil or carbolic acid, and eclose
entrance 5o as to allow only about one
bee to go out or in at a time.

In queen raising we keep a record
book. For general purposes, the top of
our hives being level, and painted white,
any memo of its condition we place with
2 hard lead pencil on corner of same
opposite to side we are at in opening.

Mr. and Mrs. Meiklejohn, well known
beekeepers, of Ard Glen, have ceased
their connection with the Department of
Public Instruction, and are going home
to Scotland to spend the remainder of
their days. May they have a pleasant
voyage, and their life’s evening in the
land of their birth be ever as calm and
aa happy as such a worthy old couple
woll deserve.

When at the Armidale Show we met
Sergeant Hvans, a well known old bee-
keeper. He, at the head qf 13 mounted
troopers had made a nice display, escort-
ing the Governor to the opening of the
ghow, and had been complimented by
the local press. We also complimented
him. In reply he said they were all

mounted on young horses. Ie pre-
viously had a very fine one. Their old
horses had been sent to the Cape. A
trooper from the town had also gone,
and a letter had been received from him
in which he stated ¢ I often go and have
a chat with the Sergeant’s horse.”

As will be seen by our business
oolumns Messrs. Anthony Hordern &
Sons, of the Haymarket, Sydney, have
just issued a new General Catalogue of
close upon 700 pages of closely printed
and profusely illustrated matter. The
book is most attractively got up, and
reflects great eredit cn all concerned in
its production. It will assist people liv-
ing in the country to do their shopping
by post, and as the firm’s rule of paying
carriage is a liberal ome, the country
buyer is, in a very large measure, put
upon the same footing as town residents
who buy over the counter. A copy of
the New Catalogue will be sent post free
to any country address on application to
Messrs, Anthony Hordern & Sons.

WINTERING.

No flow in the spring and summer, a
profusion of apple tree bloom and some
18 acres of lucerne in our neighbourhood
gave promise of plenty of stores for our
bees to winter on. Some few hives were
very heavy. Feeling noanxiety we were
away from home three weeks. On re-
turning found the bulk of hives were
short of stores, and we had to start feed-
ing. Had there been only a few hives
gome of the patent feeders advertised
might have been procured, but with our
large number such expense would be out
of the question. We adopted the plan of
making a syrup, hzlf honey, half warm
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water, well mixed, pouring it on empty
combs, and placing on hives just at sun-
down, to prevent robbing. Gave each col-
ony one comb, having examinel it in the
day time, and marked such as required
feeding by placing a stone on. 'We had to
hurry round, but with all our speed, one
afternoon three swarmed out. They were
strong, but had not an atom of food, and
so discontented. The queens being
clipped we easily secured them, but how
were those swarms to be retained con-
tentedly ? It would not do to give them
brood from other colonies, as breeding
having nearly stopped no other colonies
could spare such. To give food in day
time would only start robbing. We did
as follows :—As soon as the swarms were
fairly refurned to their queens and their
hives, closed entrancas so only about one
Lee could go in or out at a time. Tak-
ing off cover and linoleum, quickly took
out one frame and as quickly dropped
one with syrup in its place, closing up
instantly. It worked effectively, no
robbing whatever followed. The pros-
pects are, some four mouths’ constant
feeding.

We fancy such a time as this furnishes
the most savage condition of bees. When
smoked they usually rush and fill them-
selves with honey, therefore rendering
them less able to bend their bodies for
stinging, but when no honey is in the
hive, they cannot do so0, and smoke as
much as you will, it only makes them
more savage, without lessening their
stinging capabilities.

One great secret of wintering is the
heat retaining character of the hive,
especially of the top. Stout sides are an
essential, but the top very much more so.
In cold climates chaff cushions several
inches thick are commonly placed over
the cluster. In most parts of Australia
good oil cloth with an addition of news-
papers, answers the purpose. A thick
wooden cover over all.

Some three years ago we advocated
the flat top covers of hives should be
wider than the body of the hive, other-
wise they shrank, and did not afford the

weather protection needed. We saw
when in Sydney covers made in accord-
ance with that suggestion.

$
|

Be careful to well contract entrances -

against the cold weather.

In case honey should not be available
tor feeding, sugar in similar quantities
will answer same purpose.

Ouf door feeding has been recom-
mended by some, placing syrup in an
open vessel, with a float, or some mater-
ial, say bagging, on which the bees could
suck the syrup up. It was said that bees
worked on it with a vim, taking it for a
honey flow. We have come to the con-
clusion it is not the best way. You may
be feeding your neighbour’s bees as well
as your own. The strongest colonies
will get more than their share. It may
start robbing.

This is a good time to plant broad
beans ; they flower very early in the
spring and the bees regularly revel on
them.

A good candy for feeding bees can be
made by using a pint of water with one
pound of honey to eight pounds of sugar,
Stir well over a clear fire till all is melted.
then allow it to simmer with occasional
stirring, until a drop or two placed on a
cold plate will set hard, and not stick to
the plate.

Frames, not on hives, should be care-
fully looked over, and if signs of moths
are in them, they should be fumigated
with burning sulphur.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

The February number, Journal of the
Department of Agriculture, Western Aus-
tralia. Full of information and well
illustrated.

_ Boy's Companion for March. A very
interesting and instructive publication
for boys.

Hyde’s Annual Circular and Price List
of Boes and Queens, together with best
and improved methods of Queen-rearing,
introduction of Queens, and Production
of Honey, by 0. P. Hyde & Son, Hutton,
Williamson Co., Texas, U.8.A,

R



v

* May 28, 1900

The Auwstralion Bee Bulletin.

29

Appeal to Reason, several copies. A
. socialistic journal published in Gizard,
Kansas, U.3.A.
. * Catalogue cof Beekeepers’ Supplies
from the A. I. Root Co. Also the W.T.
» Falconer Manufacturing Co. Both very
combvlete.
-+ We acknowledge receipt of a number
_of Commerce, an illustrated weekly jour-
- wnal published in London. A good por-
tion of it is taken up with illustrations of
> the firm of Huntley and Palmer, 1:td., of
" Biscuit Manufacturers, of Redding, Eng-
* land. There is also some good general
reading.
Queensland Country Life, an illustrated
journal, published in Brisbane, with
" "which is incorporated the _Adusiralian
. Tropiculturist and Stock-lreeder, and the
Queensland Manufacturer.

L

HUNTER RIVER B. K. A.

A convention of above was held at
s+Masonic Hall, West Maitland, on April
26 and 27.

Mr. J. W Pender, president, opened

the proceedings, after which the chair
* was occupied by Mr. Garnham, vice-
president, In the absence of several
persons, whose names were on the pro-
_, grammoe to read papers, the experiences
" of those present were asked for the past
_season. In every instance it was bad,
the honey season had been worse than
., for some years. Mr, Gale read a paper
on * Wintering of Bees.” He referred
. to the fact that nature had instructed
other animals besides bees to guard
.+ against the scarcity of winter, and to
provide means whereby they could fight

» -against want and defy the cold. The
essentials necessary for wintering bses
-+ guccessfully were a sufficiency of food,
pertectly dry quarters, a sufficiently high

* temperature to be obtained by density
of clustering, fresh air, and good venti-
>* lation. He strongly warned them
~ against a practice that was far too pre-
>*valent of removing honey from the brood
chamber during the winter months, and
advised them to cluster the bees so that

——

o

a temperature of 65 degrees would be
maintained in the hive. All empty or
unused combs should be removed,
as they absorb heat, and it would be so
much taken from the inmates. In con-
clusion he warned them not to be avar-
icious, and rob their bees of the last
ounce of honey and then expect them to
pull through the winter.

On second day Mr. Munday read a
paper on ‘ Care of Honey,” He said
that there were very few products which
required less care for its preservation
than honey. He could assure them that
ha had lost very little of his produce by
deterioration. Even after the 1893 flood
he found the honey which had been sub-
merged had not deteriorated to any great
extent. What caused deterioration was
exposure to the atmosphere and moisture.
Care should be taken to store the honsy
in chambers free from moisture. It was
in his opinion a mistake not to remove
the comb regularly, as it was apt to de-
teriorate by lying in the hive. In re-
moving and handling honey care should
be taken to have the receptacles clean
and dry and the water used in liquifying
the product should not be too hot, as in
that case it would probably be injurious
to the flavour. In reply to a question,
Mr. Munday explained that the discolour-
ation on tins after three or four months,
was in his opinion due to the action of the
acid in the honey acting on the metal of
the receptacle. Discussion followed.

Mr. Gale gave an address on the
“ Hgport of Honey” detailing steps
taken by the Export Board during the
past 12 months.

Mr. R. J. Turton read a paper on
¢ Rendering of Wax.” He had experi-
mented to a considerable extent in wax-
production, and had found that under
no circumstances could more than one
pound of wax be got from six pounds of
honey. He proceeded to feed back tu
colonies the honey extracted to be turned
into wax by rebuilding the combs cut out.
This was done under various conditions,
but the most favourable result he could
obtain was 1lb of wax from 20lbs of
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honay, fed and re-fed over again. He
came to the conclusion that heekeepers
did not get all the wax. He found that
the wax was covered up or squeezed be-
tween the cocoons of numerous genera-
tions of larvee in the comb. He advised
melting the comb in the solar extractor,
or boiling it in a bag. In this way they
could not get all the wax until they
applied pressure. THis practice was to
put it through a press, and in this way
he now got just as much wax from the
oldest black combs as from any others.

Mr, Munday said he had tried many
ways to deal with the wax and had got
excellent results from using a solar ex-
tractor. Another way was to place the
comb in a bag and buil it, but the trouble
in that way was that there was difficulty
in gefting all the wax out of the bag.
Another way of rendering wax was to
boil the material in a boiler and strain
it throuzh a wire sieve. The secret of
success in using artificial heat as distinet
from solar heat for this purpose was to
see that the heat was not moist but of
a dry nature.

In the evening Mr. F. B. Guthrie, of
the Department of Agriculture, Sydney,
gave an address on the value of honey
ag food, similar to that given at the
Sydney Conference, and reported in our
last. He concluded by reterring to the
introduction of the honey bee to this
colony by Captain Wallace, of the ship
Tsabella, in 1822, who brought a colony
of German or black bees from England
to Sydney, and to the subsequent im-
portation of the TLigurian or Italian
bee, the cultivation of which had been
such a pronounced success here.

Mr. G. R. Harrison gave a paper on
# Maripulation.”” When he started his
apiary some eight or nine years ago he
used the Simplicity hive with telescopic
attachments. As  hbeekeepers, they
would know that there was a consider-
able amount of labour connected with
attending to upward of 80 colonies by
that system. What he required was a
hive that would give him more command
over the working of the bees. Three or

3 -
four years ago a little work on apiculture
by Mr. Jas. Heddon, came into his hand€ .«
and he found in it a description of a hive =
which it appeared to him, answered his*
requirements. It had invertible frames
and could be arranged so that the bees
could work from either the top or bottom_
bars without disturbing them to any
great extent. Ie produced a Heddon
hive, and gave a very interesting *
demonstration of the ease and facilityas.
with which the system could be worked: "

The question box followed, including,\
¢ What would you do in the case of severe
stinging 7’ Among the repliss were:— ~
A stiff glass of whisky, carbonate of
ammonia, hot bath in which carbonate &
of soda has been placed or puff of smoke
from the smoker. *¢What is the best®!
substance for causing labels to adhere P
Flour paste and a little honey, starch,*:
“How to detach labels?” Hot wa.ter.‘_i
“Removing bees from super without™:
injuring them ?”” Carbolic cloth. 5

“ How far can bees profitably travel in %
search of honey?’ One said four miles
another 14 to 2 miles.

Arrangement of hives. One member.,
said it did not matter how. It was |
simply a matter of the beekeeper’s con-
venience. {

We utilised the columus of the Maitland Mer-s-14
eury for our report.

4

a

WILLIAMS RIVER SHOW.

=
The following were the apicultural 5
prize winners at the above Show :— s
Most attractive display of ¢omb honey, Jos.”
Titzgerald ; beeswax, P. S. Leonard 1, W.
Mooze 2. Italian Queen and bees, Jos. Hitz-7
gerald 1, W, Potter 2. Best colony of bees,
Jos Fitzgerald, Best beehive, suitable to dis< *
triet, Joseph Fitrgerald 1, W. Potter 2. Six
bottles honey, Jos Fitzgerald 1, P. S. Leonard 2. ,

Anderson and Co., Seed Merchants, g
Sydney recommend Myrabolan Plum, s
Olive Var, Osage Orange, Privet,; Box
Thorn—especially the three former—for, ,
hedge for beekeepers. (In sending to:
above firm kindly meation 4. B. Bul-
letin.)
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=+ The 'National Beekeepers’ Committee
of Victoria is apparently defunct. It
~ wommenced on wrong lines, and now
ceases to exist, being publicly denounced
~*by its orlgmators Silk-worms, scent,
‘and hees have such very different inter-
 * ests, that a combination was never von-
sidered likely to succeed. The dis-

~ ruption is now apparently compl tu, and
the ¢ Silk Culture and Rural Industries

* Association” is toloseits section entitled,
¢ The National Beekeepers’ Committee. ”
"1f a new society is formed on the Queen’s
Blrthday it should be called ‘¢ The Aust-
ralian National Beekeepers.” It isto he
«shoped that a new society will severely
leave alome foul brood legislation, and
,~devote its energies to creating an outside
* market for huney, as well as improving
the means for home supply. Sellers of
honey do not sufficiently advertise them-
~» selves, and the public do not know where
to buy a good honey. Thenewly-formed
#-association should remedy this state of
affairs, I1f beekeepers supply the
*association with a statement of the
amount of honey they are prepared to
> Sell through its agency, they would alter
. the association from a deba‘ing society to
" o business concern, profitable alike to
_ consumer and producer. Organisation
- will be necessary to accomplish this; but
hearty co-operation will keep down
expenses, and the payments made will be

. for value received, and not for dialectic
fireworks. Amateur beekeepers are quite

+ sufficiently catered for in the various bee
journals, and they can also 30111 at a

« nominal fee the * Silkworm” Society
and there obtain information and advice.

~ »L.et the new society be formed on lines
to assist the professional beekeeper, who
»*xnows his business, to sell his produce
at a price profitable to himeelf and entic-
ing to the public, This should be the

d. &

aim of the new society, and if per-
severed in it will succeed. The idea of
reading papers on foul-brood and kind-
red interesting subjects can be postponed
until the society is strong enough to have
an annual picnic of its members. We
have waited a long time for the forma-
tion of a co-operative society on these
lines, and Victorian beekeepers have
neither the time nor the inelination to
support any other kind. It remains to
be seen whether the promoters will form
an active commercial body, of use as a
means for disposing of the various pro-
ducts of the apiary, or whether the
attempt will again fall, through its being
limited tc debating the mauners of bees
and their peculiarities, already well
enough known to its body of members.
The new society will receive either
hearty support or blank indifference,
according to ils prospectus, and I hopo
that it will become & strong institution.
Formed as it will be of wotking bee-
keepers its prospects are bright, and I
wish it every success.— Australusian,

VICTORIAN NOTES.
R BEUHNE.

I have just finished wintering down,
and the result of the slaughter of return-
ing workers is now plainly visible.
There are a great many vacant allotments
in the apiary, but nearly allin the centre.
The outside rows if they have not actualiy
gained in bees, have at least lost none or
only few. There was doubling up of
bees while the slaughter was on, and in
eonsequence there has been much doub-
ling up lately. I have half a mind to
gcatter my colonies for next season, so
that they are only within ceo-ee of one
another, and then when extracting be-
gins follow the flow round on an auto-
matic wheelbarrow or lorry, it does not
do to stand still says ‘‘ up-to-date,” and
I am going to keep the extractor going
right through the season, by means of a
windmill, Generally speaking hives are
not populous except in cack-roaches, this
is something to be thankful for as the
bees will not feel quite so lonely.
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Tiar Evcanyprus AroMA.—Mr. Helms
in a previous issue, pointed out that
Eucalypts had been extensively planted
in California, and says it is strange that
we have heard nothing of Algeria and
California yet. But we have, and with-
out going over old files of American Bes
Jowrnals. In the last issue of Gleanings
to hand, March 15th, page 211, J. H.
Martin, better known to readers of Gleas-
ings a3 the Rambler, and perhaps one of
the most travelled and best informed
apiarists, says in speaking of horehound :
“The honey is quite dark, and flavour
strong. In some insfances it gives a
strong flavour and a taint to the lighter
grades of honay, and on this account
some of our beekeepers are inclined to
banish it. Horehound honey is however
not so disagreeably strong as eucalyptus
honey.”” I am well aware that this refers

erhaps exclusively to blue gum, which
f understand is the variety principaily
planted in the countries mentioned and
the honey from which has the twang
perhaps more strongly developed. For
this reason, the following report which I
take from the ZLeader of April 28th will
ba more appropriate :—

The following report upon Australian honey
by one of the partners of a large firm of manu-
facturing chemists in London was received in
Sydney last week. It was originally sent to the
London agent of Mr. Thos. Rhodes, of Sydney,
and the former writes :—‘¢The prices ruling at
present are exceptionally high. Aguninst this
report I have received advices from private
families to whom their friends out here had,
through me, last Christmas, forwarded 71b tins
of box tree honey, and they, without exception,
wrife and state that the honey is very fine, and
a grocer to whom 1 sent 24 7lb tins of box honey
sold some of them at 1/- per 1b over the counter.
Personally, T believe the only way to introduce
Australian honey would be to open an Australian,
store in London, and sell it over the counter,
educating, if there is any need, the publie to the
taste. You will notice that the firm will only
buy by public auction through a broker; the
broker seems to rule everything in London.””
The report is as follows :—

Blue Mountain Honey.—This honey is elegant
in appearance, and it has ‘‘set’” exceedingly
well. It has, however, the characteristic flay-
our which is so objertionable to English palates,
and at the present time would not sell on the
London market beyond 25/- per ewt. discount

-

2% per cent., brokerage 1 per cent., and such
honey this time last year would not have fetched

so much as this by about 7/6 per cwt. %

1

Second Grade.—Strong flavour—sample in* *

tin—Richmond River Honey. This haserystal-
lised very badly, and the sample seems-in a state

of fermentation, and has the objectionable flavor 4

so common with Australian honey. At present
time this would not fetch more than about 21/- 4
or 22/- at public auction.

Richmond River Honey—sample in glass
bottle.—This is in very excellent condition, and
I would report upon it as upon sample referred
to under the head of Blue Mountain honey.

New South Wales Box Tree Honey.—This
has not erystallised, but seems to be in very
excellent condition. This, too, has somewhat
the characteristic flavour of the three foregoing
honeys, but it has something in addition which
makes it more pleasant. I believe at the pre-
sent time this honey would fetch 26/- or 27/- %
por cwt., but this price is n very abnormal one.

<
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I could not, acting on behalf of my company,

buy any honey in any other form than at public
auction, and if your friend wants to get best
value for his honsy, he cannot do better than
put it in the hands of some reliable broker,
say

The first sample was taken from honey sent

5
&

me from Springwood by Mr. George Stratton. #'}:

The second was taken from a case of honey from
lower reaches of Richmond River, was dark, and
is known in the trade here as ti-tree honey. The
third sample, Richmond River honey, came from

Mr. Hewitt's bee farm, Lismore. The box Tree =

honey came from the Wattle Flat district, and

as I had Nancarrow’s, Irving’s and Taylor’s (of

Cowra) houey on hand, I am not certain whose
I sent, but there was little difference, if any, &
bebween them; they are all typical of the best
honey T stock. ]

LexerH or Lirk or WoRKERS.— A ccor-

:

4

ding to L'dpiculture, M. Dufour of the e

Botanical Laboratory at Fontainebleau

(France) made the following experiment. -~

A colony of bees was on April 19th pub
into the condition ¢f & swarm by remov-
ing the brood combs and substituting
frames with foundation. In 21 days, &
and before a bee had hatched, the brood
was again removed, and so on till the ©
middle of July, when the queen was re-
moved. Comb building ceased by the
end of June. On September 2nd, only
a handful of bees were left, and on Sep- 3
tember 7th only a few dead ones were.
found. Some of the bees had, therefore, 3

under these unusual conditions, lived 4%
months,

L

1
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BEEKEEPING IN 1872.

Iindly contributed by Mr. G. Colbourns,
Cave Creck.

Mr. Carroll, the chief authority on bee
culture and management in Queensland,
delivered an address on this subject a
week or two ago, tothe members of the
East Moreton Agricultural and Horti-
cultural Society, Brisbane. Mr. Carroll
commenced by pointing out the very
great advantages of his system of hives,
with moveable frames, by which the
comfort of the bees were ensured, the
produce was increased, and the keeper
could, with very little trouble and ex-
pense, keep an almost unlimited number
of hives. He illustrated his statements
by means of hives and other beekeeping
apparatus, brought to the meeting for
that purpose, and related some interest-
ing facts connected with the manage-
ment of bees. With regard to the pro-
fitableness of beekeeping, if properly
managed, he stated that he had never
sold honey under 9d per lb, and where
he had sold one pound, he could have
gold’ a thousand if he had it. He also
kuew persons in the district who had
sold large quantities at 5d per lb, and
the demand unlimited. Some people in
Queensland had a prejudice against
honey on the ground that it was adul er-
ated, but he would ask if there was any
one present who could tell him how it
could be adulterated ? The only way he
knew was to add water to it, and if this
was done it would soon give forth a most
disagreeable smell unless it were kept
air-tight. Candied honey was not by
any means the worst. It would candy
in cold weather, but by putting a vessel
in hot water, and heating the honey to a
cortain degree, it would dissolve and
never candy again, By the next mail
he expected to receive a honey extractor
by which the honey could be thrown out
of the comb, by being placed in a centri-
fugal, without destroying the comb, and
by this means a great saving would be
made. It costs bees about twenty of
honey to make sufficient wax to operate

on, and if the comb could be taken out
of the hive and emptied, and replaced,
of course they could at once proceed to
refill it. And it was estimated that over
forty pounds more homey would be ob-
tained in this way, than if the wax were
taken away and used. There was no-
thing in connection with farming more
profitable than beekeeping, becauso
there was no out-lay after the first ex-
pense, and if a season turned out badly
there was no loss, while ou the other
hand, if it were good, the produce was
all profit.

In discussion that ersued Mr. W. J.
Taylor stated that he had lkept bees in
hives with movableframes, not on Mr Car-
roll’s system, but on a system introduced
by Mr. Isambert, of Ipswich, for several
years, and has been tolerably successful,
but within the last few days his bees
had left him altogether? Te had not
been able to attend to them carefully for
a few months, but shortly before they
left he had endeavoured to improve their
condition, He wishes to know if Mr.
Carroll could explain the reason for the
bees leaving ? He was aware that there
was some foul brood in the hive.

Mr. Carroll explained that he knew
the sort of hives used by Mpr. Taylor,
and they were not good, because they
wera too large, and the proper amount of
heat could not be kept in them. Ile was
happy to say that he had never had foul
brood in any of his hives.

In answer to other questions, he
stated that the “foul brood” existed
where the bees perished before they
came to maturity. And there was what
was called wet and dry foul brood, the
latter being when they perished in the
larvee state, and the former when they
perished a couple of days before being
able to deliver themselves from the cells.
The stench that arose from foul broud
was frightful, and hives in which it ex-
isted should aot be used for at least two
years. Some authorities recommended
that they should be burned. The prim-
ary cause of foul brood was not knowan,
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An easterly aspect was the best for hives.
A weak hive could be strengthened by
taking two or three frames out of a
strong one and placirg them in the weak
one. The best feed for bees in a bad
season was liquid sweets, made from
white sugar. Ie had no doubt that the
majority of the bees lost recently had
died from starvation. There was no
remedy for this, except when the season
was bad to feed them, and if a pound of
honey was given to a celony they would
not take a grain of it, if they did not re-
quire it. They would never take honey
placed in their way if they could get it
from blossoms. Bees generally travelled
about two wiles from their hives. The
Italian species were the best. They
were less inclined to sting, were more
hardy, travelled farther, and there was
never any difficulty in finding the queen.
He had sent to New York for some of
them., There were two or three kinds of
hirds which were enemies of bees, buthe
did not know their names.

Mr. Grimes stated that he had been
informed that a bird like a sparrow was
in the babit of perching close to the bee-
hives, and oceasionally pounce down to
the entrance of the hive and carry off a
bee. It might be interesting to hee-
keepers to know this.

Mr. Carroll said considering that the
queen bee laid about 2000 eggs a day, it
would take a very smart bird to materi-
ally injure a hive.

HONEY EXPORT.
M. RIDDEL.

Lo, Australian honvy in Eogland, I
have watched with keen interest the
various results of shipping honey to Lon-
don. Why always send it to London, t>
be almost invariably sold wholesale.
The general public never hear of it.
The class of people who would eventually
beecme consumers of our honies as an
article cf food never see it It isvotthe
wealthy, who have every luxury within
their means, who would be laige con-
gumers of honey, but the tradesman and

factory hands who have to buy whatever
is reasonable in price. I am well aware
honey will have fo compete with jams
and jellies which can be bought at about
3d per lb. The struggling Dr. or
Clergyman with a large family would
congider it a boon to be able to buy
honey at say 4d per 1b. when butter is
at from 1/9 to2/6 perlb. TIam confident
that if honey were known in the morth-
ern manufacturing cities of Scotland it
would find a ready sale eventually.
There is no doubt it would be an uphill
pull for a time, but once it were known
I am confident it would becoms a reg-
ular article of food. As it is now, the
price of honey there precludes it as an
article of food, and it is only bought as
a medicine by the working classes at
about 10d per lb. The suggestion [
would make has been already made in
your valuable paper—to send a man who
thoroughly understands the retail trade
of the old country, and who has a prae-
tical knowledge of Australian honies, so
that it could be selected and graded and
put up to suit purchasers. Only the
mild-flavoured honey should be offered,
as the flavour of oar honey undoubtedly
is peculiar to the foreign palate, but
would soon be liked if often used. Some
of our Australian honey is far superior to
any honey obtuinable there; even the
much praised heather honey is not sup-
erior to some of our dense box honey. I
Lave eaten heather honey pure from the
moors, and em not talking at random.
There are many ways the smart business
man could avail himselt of, to make the
Australian honey known. Cowmpetition
has made railway freights there most
reasonable, so that would not be any
difficulty in sending honey all over Great
Br:tain.

Seen the latest | What ? Those
sample Labels from the Bee
Bulletin Printing Works.

—c .*@‘ %?W Be—
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NOLE'S:
BY LOYALSTONE.

Ber Srines:—1I note many cures for
bee stings, the best I have come across
is a cut onion woll rubbed in. Itwill pre-
vent any swelling, and relieve the pain
immediately. Itis no trouble to carry an
onion when among the bees. I had a
horse badly stung by bees along the neck
by the wind pipe, I took no notice of him
for three or four minutes, and then,
noticed him apparently gasping for breath,
I took a large onion, cut it in half and
well rubbed it along where he was stung,
In less than than a minute, ho was as
right as ever. I always use the same
remedy on any visitors (who putting on
too bold a front, get stung) and effect is
magical.

REcorp or Hives.— I saw an idea of
recording hives, in Zhe A. Boekeeper
which appears to me, to be too elaborate.
I think my own way more practical. I
have my hives numbered one upwards.
Take one of my out apiaries for instance.
I have 48 colonies, in this lot numbered
one to 48, 15 in each row, three rows and
three over, On my first visit, (I have all
hives painted a light pink,) I look over
colony, weak colonies, I mark W on the
lid, fairly strong colonies I mark M, for
m dium strong colonies I mark S, for my
best breeding queens I mark B.1, B. 2
and go on, B. 1 being the best of the lot.
Queenless colonies I mark N. Q. Colonies
rearing queen cells I mark Q.C. Ialso
use the lid of No 1 hive for dating any
visits, also put down on it how many
hives strong, how many weak, and so on.
I also at the end of my day’s work write
down in note book any particulars, and
copy into book I keep at home, wherein I
have one full page of an ordinary exercise
book to each colony. This work I do at
night. At extracting time I carry a pencil
slung, and dot down on lid of each hive
how many frames of honey I take out to
extract. I give you an extract from one
hive, picked at random from my book
for this season. Mind you, I only put
date of extracting on No. 1 hive, as it is

the first hive I east my eyes on when
visiting, 'Well, here goes. IFrom lid of
No & hive I extracted 7, 10, 4, 6, 13, 7.
In all T extracted 47 frames of honey
from this hive—a good revord for this
season. I now turn to lid of No 1 hive,
to find dates of each extracting, which
were as follows: 2/11/99, 19/11/99,
1/12/99, 23/12/99, 15/1/1900, 11/2/1500.
After wintering up I put a coat of paint
over my pencil marks, ready to start
next season. You may think this writ-
ing takes up space. Well, all the space
taken up on No 1 hive for this season
measures 18 inches x 4 inches in this
out-apiary of 48 hives. Lvery season
you have to make a fresh start with ro-
corder. As what proves a good colony
thig season may turn out no good next,
and you have to supersede your queen.
I could go on writing my new style of
recording everything connected with
colonies, till further orders, only I am
afraid of oceupying too much of your valu-
able space, so will pass on to the next.

Pararvysis.—Who has found a good ro-
medy for this disease ? T have cases of it
nearly every season. [ find the best
plan is to take away all diseased combs,
and give them all fresh combs, and the
disease disappears. A well known bee-
keeper in the Cowra district told me this
remedy. [ also think it wise tu sprinkle
carbolic disinfectant powderand sulphur
over the dead bees that lis in front of
the hives, as bees dying in numbers, in
front of hives cannot be healthy, for the
live members of the colony affected, I
find ants good scavengers, carrying away
all dead bees, also any chilled brood, or
unmated drones turown out by the
boes, thas clearing away any smell feom
the dead bees and larvie that may be un-
pleasant to bees oceuping hives close by.

Praciye Apraries on Orown Lanns,—
An idea is being mooted in Victoria of
trying o have a elause insorted in thejr
land bill to allow beekeepers to place
apiaries on timber reserves, ate, " af
a small charge. A similar clausoe inserted
in our own land bill, would do no harm,
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at the same time, I think it would meet
with strong ovposition from lease holder
who would thus lose their only hope of
ringbarking vetoed on leasedlandand pre-
vent them from getting a higher revenue.
The government will wake up some time
and prevent their timber from being
destroyed, as it is at the present time. A
plan that works just as well, is to lease
} of an acre of land from some settler,
alongside these forest reserves, to place an
out apiary on. This does not cost so much
as renting a piece from government,
having to pay survey fees, then go
through a lot of red tapersm, and pay
nearly three times as much as vou pay the
settler. By having your out apiarcy on
settlers land, it is more secure, for if the
owner 1s a decent fellow he will see
no one interferes with your bees while
you are away, whereas if you place them
cn crown lands you have to pay a man
to keep an eye on them, or else lst them
take their chance. With me the placing
of out apiaries on settlers land acts A. 1.

Canpiep Honey, —There isa great sale
in N, 8: W. for well-got-up candied
honey. As a rule people prefer it
to theliquid. I have read where honey
oncoe candies firm it will remain so.
Now I keep samples of my honey, ob-
tained everyyear,and in one instance only
13 firmly candied honey returned to nearly
liquid, in which state it remains at the
present time. This is a sample of 1897
Lioney, was condied hard in 1898and 1899
and within the last three months is
returning to its liquid form, looking
(uite a stranger among other samples
candied hard. Can you account for this.

Broop in Loxe Iora Hives.—With me
I find in sowe colonies, the brood at the
front ; sume, brood in the middle ; and
others, with brood at the back ; at the
same time—at all times of the ceason—I
don’t think it makes much difference
either as they all appear to winter O. K.,
no matter where they have the brood.
I fancy itis according how each bee-
keeper works the‘“long idea’ hive. I
work mine for all they are worth during
howey flows. If I find all brood in front

of hive when extracting, after extracting
honey frames, I place brood at the back
and fill front with extracted frames, if I
find the brood at the back, I do vice versa.
And when I come to extract the sime hive
again I generally find they have shifted
their brood to the front again and filled
frames that had brood in with honey,
other hives doing the same thing, each
colony after its own style. I suppose
some colonies fancy they have better
ideas of breeding than others, hence
each has a different style.

Buoaryerus Taste 1vn Honey.—It is
absurd that the people in England refuse
to buy our honey because of its eucalyptus
taste. It is the people whose hands it
passes through, who for some reason or
other decline to push our honey in the
market. Take a sample of our Yellow
Box or White Box honey, and give it to
any Englishman to taste. Canhe truth-
fully say it has a eucalyptus flavour? I
sayno! the other way about. He will
say it is a splendidly flavoured honey.
And it will take an expert to taste this
noxious flavour. I saw eucalyptus honey
advertised for sale in a chemist’s shop one
time, so I thought I would have a look
and taste it. It was put up in 2oz
bottles, 6d each. Ye Gods, think of that.
It was dark in colour. I asked the
chemists what it was sold for ; he said
chest complaints, colds, sore throats, ete.
I asked to be allowed to taste it? DBah,
it had decidedly a eucalyptus flavour. I
asked then, was this honey extracted
straight from an apiary and bottled up ?
He said, Ohno! I buy the honey and
put a certain amount of eucalyptus in it.
Now honey being sold by chemists in

this manner damages our cause. I have'

seen in English papers, advertisements
of English chemists, praising the medi-
cinial qualities of Australian eucalyptus
honey, and I don’t doubt, but am sure
these are also a mixture of—no doubt—
good honey, and eucalyptus extract.
Until this idea of flavour is knocked out
of the people’s heads at home, it is no
use trying to export honey there, as they
won't look at it. If you had some N. S.

v
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Wales honey in England, and had it
marked New Zealand honey, it would be
quickly bought up and nothing said
about the flavour, unless it was some of
our inferior honies, which are not fit to
make jam with, let alone eat.

Creariveé AND RineBarkizg. — The
avarice and greed of the main lot of far-
mers and sefttlers in N.S.W. is astonish-
ing. They look ahead a few years, and
say to themselves, “ If I could only clear
500 or 600 acres of land and ecrop it,
what a fine return I would have. Two
or three good seasons, and I will be able
to take things easy.” The squatters or
settlers hear his ideas, and form an idea
of their own. They say to the farmer,
“T have thousands of acres of good ag-
ricultural land. I will give you so much
per acre to clear it. You can crop it
with what you like. T find the seed,
you take the crop off, and we both go
halves. This tempts the greed of the
farmer; he snaps the chance, takes say
1,000 acres, works like a nigger cleariag
the ground, the great idea of riches in
his mind. When the ground is cleared,
say he intends to put a wheat crop in,
he finds to cultivate this amount of
ground properly will take up too much
time, so he rushes through it, only what
youwmay call half ploughs the lot; then
either sits on his haunches to watch the
great crop grow, or work nigger-like to
get another large area of the squatter’s
ground cleared. Now what is the result
of this halves system over New South
Wales? Why, it only benefits the
squatter, who has all to gain and nothing
to lose. If it is a wet season the weeds
grow quicker than the wheat, and where
the wheat does grow well it is rotted
(laying down) before the weather will
allow the stripper into it. Ifitisa dry
season the weeds again outrun the wheat
and the result is a poor crop, leaving the
farmer as a rule nearly bankrupt. There
have been a few lucky farmers on the
halves system, but very few. Now if
the same farmer who tackles the 1,000
acres was content with 50 or 100 acres,
and cultivated it properly, good or bad

season, in either case he would have a
good profit, but no, it is the old idea of
greed, like the man who started poultry
farming. He reckoned up for a start
with two hens and a rooster. He could
in 12 months make a profit of 15s. per
head, so tried it on a large seals, and in
two years was completely ruined. You
might ask what has this to do with bee-
keeping. Well, it has a lot to do with
it. Before this halves system came into
vogue to fatten up the squatters we had
any amount of beautiful country for
bees, the very best, and when this game
started it was “ No! Woodman spare
that tree,” but rather the squatter said
to the ring-barker, * Now, men, wire in.
Don’t spare any tres, straight or crooked.’”
And so the country has been: cleaned, as
it were, out of face. The N.S.W. Gov-
ernment also took the greedy fever——
wanted plenty revenue, and sold stret-

ches of country of leased land,
done away with a lot of stock
resorves, forest reserves, ete., and

once the squatters got their greedy
claws on it, it was woe to the timber.
It was sacrificed like all the rest. The
squatter thinks the same as the farmer,
“In a few years time I will be able to
rotire, and I won't want the timber ;
what do I care if those that come after
me feel the want of it.”” But the Gov-
ernment is already beginning to feel the
want cf timber. Note how short they
are of reserves of iron-bark country, I
have not a particle of sympathy for the
farmer, squatter, or Government, on
whom this evil falls. The farmer as a
rule goes bankrupt. The sguatter does
nearly ditto, for the cleaning of country
alters the climate, makes more droughts,
grass springs quicker, but when the
burning sun shines on it, it lasts no tima,

OF THE
JUNE.
First Quarter, 5th, 4.59 p.m.

Full Moon, 13th, 1.39 p.m.
Last Quarter, 20th, 10.57 a.m.
New Moon, 27th, 11.27 a.m.

PHASES MOON.
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is soon scorched up unless it has a
shower of rain every week to keep it
fresh, which ig mnot likely. The atmos-
phere not being filtered naturally by the
leaves of the forest trees soon becomes
poisonous, and sickness becomes virulent
all over the colony. The Government has
to pay the piper, by retrenching, to make
the revenue equal the expenditure.
However, I think I have gone far
enough, so will say, Adieu, till I write
again.

FRUIT ?
R. HELMS,

The question that bees do not damage
fruit I think has been settled long ago.
Tt not to the satisfaction of everyone
who may meet these insects feeding at
the margin of split grapes or bruised
pears, the filse conclusions derived from
their behaviour, must be attributed to
the incapacity or the rashness of the ob-
gerver. There is no gaiunsaying it that
bees never damage even the ripest fruits,
and to repeat this circumstance to bee-
koepers is as unnecessary as to tell them
that drones don’t sting. The fruit-
grower who labours under a false im-
pression that bees, instead of doing him
a great service by helping to fertilise the
flowers of his trees, devour his ripe
fruit, or at least make it unsightly, may
deserve to be convinced otherwise, as
long as his sagacity will allow of argu-
ment, and if not it will not much matter,
for it can scarcely be expected that he
will succeed as a fruit grower when he
cannot or stubbornly refuses to learn.

Is it, however, necessary, in order to
convince the few people who may still
labour under the fallacious opinions, to
subject the bees to such forments of
hunger and thirst as deseribed hy Mr.
G. W. McLean, and copied in the A.B.B,
on page 2572 I think not, when the
same result might have been obtained
from observations in the field. And
with all the apparently careful and
laborious tests, Mr. McLean arrives at a

faulty conclusion. He says: “ Bees are
not only unable to penetrate the epider-
wis of the grape, but they alsoappear to
be unable, even when impelled by the
direst necessity, to penetrate the film
surrounding the berry after the epider-
mis is removed ’ Tyros in beekeeping,
who are starting with one or two hives,
which they fear to handle even when
armed with veil, gloves and smoker, and
rely on what they read, providing this
does not confuse them, may believe such
assertions, but a practical beekeeper will
not, for he knows too well what a Lee
can do with her mandibles. Bees, it is
a well established fact, can gnaw
through much more solid substances than
the skin of fruits, and particularly that
of grapes.

What, then, is the reason why they do
not attack fruit? The answer, to my
mind, is simple enough. Bees are hy
nature directed to feed upon sugar,
which in {fruits is contained only to a
limited extent, and besides in these is
combined with acids to an extent that
makes the juices unpalatable to them.
Ripe grapes, for instance, only excep-
tionally contain more than 13 per cent.
of sugar, pears 7 per cent., and apples
64 per cent., and often considerably less.
On the other hand, the natural secre-
tions of flowers contain rarely l.ss than
40 per cent. of sugar, but frequently
more, and are free from acids. Were
grapes, instead of being constituted as
they are, bladders containing syrup, bees
would svon find means to extract the
contents, even if the skin were twice as
tough as is the case with the firmest
varieties, If Mr. MeLean thinks it a
proof that the bees could not chaw his
skinned grapes because these 1emainod
untouched, and dried up before the hive,
he seems to have entirely omitted to take
into consideration what the pulp con-
sisted of, and that this was not proper
feed for them. The fleshy part of the
grape contains about 80 per cent. of
water, held in a network of eellulose,
making 2 per cent. of the bulk, and is
mixed with over 3 per cent. of pectose
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and gum. None of these substances, ex-
are of any use to the
_bge When a berry is wounded or split
~a portion of its juice oozes out, the water

of this quickly evaporates, and round the
> margin of the wound concentrates, or,
may be, secretes the sugar. This, and

*nothing but this part of the fruit, bees

have any use for.
.

r

‘+ that scientific entomologists say so.
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The particles so ob-
tained are very small, but that is no ob-
. jection to the bee, who takes sugar
‘wherever he finds such, and in the quan-
tities available.
The Hon. G. E. Hilton (A.B.B,, p
.260) took the same erroneous melody of
bees being unable to damage fruit for
+he want of a physical structure which
would allow them to do so. He assects
It
is plain that, without looking into the
himself, he is merely echo.ng
what others have said before him, but
# has the impertinence to run in entom. Jo-
gists with the n.ultitude of superficial
*babblers.

The Honey Bee, Viewed as one of
the Interpreters of Nature.
Paper Read al the Sydney Convention by C.
B. Hughes.

Nature, in the sense in which T shall use the
has a host of interpreters, but compara-
tively few of them that have arrested human

. _attention as fully, and presented a variety of

>

- and repelling with her sting,

»

facts as intelligently as this has been done by
the honey bee. <

Counspicuons in
gacred and profane,
seience and art, and
arrangements, attracting

history, ancient aud modern,
combining, as she does,
a high order of domestic
by her delicious stores,
the honey bee has
ever been an inleresting study to thoughtful
and inquiring people. But, much as she has
taught, and deep as has been the interest awak-
ened, it can be safely assumed that, to a great
multitude, the ordinary work of the hive 13 as
dark and as mysterious as an eclipsed moon fo a
savage, while even to the anxious and arvdent
hoe student there are sccrets of the hive, and
searets of the field, which he would fain esplore
—gecrets whose existence is assured by facts
which are already kunown, and other secrets
whose existence will be equally well assured
when the hidden truths of to-day become the
known truths of to-morrow.

1. In the one great business of its life, the
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function which, more than any other, has at-
tracted the attention of ordinary observers, ex-
cited their admiration, and appealed to their
home providing and commercial instinets, the
honey bee has made a revelation to man, and has
interpreted at least one sphere of nature’s ope-
rations which man’s unaided sense of taste, keen
and quick-acting as it i3, might have loft, up to
the present, and for an undefined future, as un-
discovered as the North Pole. I refer to the
rich and abundant stores of nectar, suitable for
human food, nutritious and medicinal in quality,
which nature has provided in the flowers of the
forest, the garden, and the field. The sense of
sight in man made the immediate discovery thit
these flowers were radiant with beauty in every
variety of shade and colour ; the sense of smell
as quickly detected the sweet odours which
lurked in majestic rose and retiring mignionette;
but tested by the organ of taste, the nectar of
the flower failed to assert itself, and, but for the
skill and storing tendency of the honey bee, the
box of the forest, the orange of the grove, and
the clover of the field, would have produced their
thousands and tens of thonsands of tons of honey
i vain. And, it is probable, judging from an-
alogy, that had the bec, one of the chief honey
colloctors, fallen out of existence, the honey
producing organs of flowers, like other non-used
but intended factors in nature, would perish as
the result of disuse. No interproter was needed
to convey to man the beauty and the odour of
flowers, but one was needed to wateh and wait
till the tiny speck of sweet oozed forth to be
carefully collected and as carcfully stored, little
by littls, until, in hundredweights and tons, it
enters into the food supply of the world.

Some thinkers and writers have hazarded the
opinion that in the early days of human hisfory
man was Qivinely instructed to prepure the
cereals for food. They contend that the un-
palatable looking grains of wheat, oats, or bar-
ley would never have suggested the thought that
they were intended to supply the bulk of the
world’s food. Whether that was so or not we
may not be able to determiue, but we may ven-
ture the assertion that, had the sweets of flowers
been used by birds, and butterflies, and ants,
and their kind only, the vast stores of sweets
produced in forest and field would not have been
available to man. No additional revelation was
needed, ¢¢ the little busy bee’’ entered upon her
work, and gave a splendid revelation, which has
been accepted, approved of, and acted upon by
thoughtful man,

9. In the sanitary arrangements of the hive
the bee is also an interpreter of nature, and af-
fords an example to householders and aldermen
which they can follow with advantage. In the
rapid inerease of the hive, and in the high death
rate which prevails, it is reasonable to assume
that many abortions have to be taken from the
cells, and many worn-oub bees, dead and dying,
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have to be removed, in order to preserve the
cleanliness and purity of the hive; and all ob-
servation goes to show that, whenever a colony
is in a good or even fair condition this work is
regularly and effectively done. Again and
again have beekeepers noticed a plucky hive-
cleaner putting forth all her strength in order to
remove the dead to a respectable distance from
the hive. Again and again have they seen her
struggling to gain some little elevation from
which she could take her flight with her burden,
and again and again have they witnessed the
little worker risking her life amid fierce-looking
ants and other dangers in order to remove to a
distant spot the dead.

I think it is move than probable that.some of
the worst forms of disease from which both bush
and hive bees suffer, have their orizin in certain
conditions of the hive or nest, which have re-
sulted from the inability of the colony to main-
tain the necessary cleanliness of the home. In
these anxious days, when the stories concerning
city filth rival the deseription of the Augean
stables of mythology, and when it seems to be
the accepted theory that this filth has had to do
with the development and spread of discase, one
has a feeling of regret that some health-desiring
poet had not, long ago, followed the example of
Dr. Watts, and published some such lines as
these :—

How doth the little busy bee
Improve her evening hours?

Make hive, with brush and minstrelsy,
Bright as the hue of flowers.

How skilfully she sweeps the roof,
Puts polish on the floor,

Giives young idlers stern reproof ;
The filthy something more.

In works that tend to cleanliness
Let men be busy too;

In clsanliness and godliness
We've all enough to do.

How it was the colony, which furnished Sam-
son with honey on his wedding trip, selected the
carcase of a lion for their nest, we may not
easily conjecture, but where bees are as numer-
ous as they appear to have been in Syria, and
suitable nests hard to find, and a good honey
flow on, it is just possible the scouts, like some
in the African campaign, were not as wise as
they should have been, and led the colony some-
what hurriedly into a convenient, if somewhat
uncongenial nest. And where the bees were
largely in the habit of building in clefts of the
rocks, and near the ground, the polished ribs of
the licn, well cleaned by scavenger birds and
insects, might not have proved so bad a hive
after all, and in appearance would possibly
somewhat resemble the rocky nest whence the
old queen and her retinue had come. It is in-
teresting to note, in this connexion, that Sam-
son, who was probably unfurnished with bee
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veil or smoker, with characteristic courage de-
liberately appropriated some of the eontents of:

the curious hive, and went on his way, enjoying’ *
o

his repast and preparing his riddle. £

As a further illustration as to the selee'ion of
the hive, because resembling the bone-like ap-
pearance of the rocks, T may refer to a para-
graph in Lord Roberts’ interesting book, 41

Years in India,”” in which he describes a visit to < -

the marble rocks of Bundar Coode in the Ner-
budda, TIn these rocks are numerous colonics ofy
bees, and the writer states that on the bank there
are the graves of two gentlemen (surveyors),

who, while examining the spot, the river being 3

very narrow, with a view te a bridge being
thrown across, were attacked by the disturbed
inseets, and, to save themselves from being stun 2
to death, they leaped into the water and were
drowned. Phillip Henry Gosse, F.R.S., refers
to the same occurrence, and speaks of the death

E

.

<3

of one of the surveyors, as the result of the"

attacle,

In the choice of a suitable spotin which {o
carry ou her hive operations, the honey bee is an
example which many a man, who has failed,
might have imitated with great advantage to
himself and those depending on him. In m
search for bush bees among the gullies which
run down from the table land to the waters of
the Hawlkesbury and McDonald Rivers I noticed
that the nests were generally located at the up-
per portious of the gullies, sufficiently high to
escape the frosts, and low enough to bé sheltered
from the westerly winds.
generally high up in the trunk of the tree, or in
the large limbs, is not to be wondered ar seeing
that access to the lower cavities was not al ways
obtainable, but, in cases where an enfrance was
possible it appeared to be but seldom made use
of ; and, in many cases, when falling for Eng-

lish bees, we found a nabive bees nestin the .

same tree. It was also noticeable that water
was fairly convenient to the nest.

In travelling through the eountry one is often
struck with the apparent want of wisdom shown
in the selection of their home aund industry by
many people. A nice picturesque spot for a
house is all very well if all other raquisites are
in possession ; but a nice spot for a house, and a
nice view of lake and trees, with an area of
sandy and gravelly soil to cultivate for a erop,
don’t give much promise of success, if the owner
expects to suppurt himself ana family therefrom,
And even when the land is fair or good, a few
mistakes in management make all the difference
that exists between utter failure and moderate
success. Better for the man who intends to
swarm out with his little fock, to travel a little
further and wait a little longer, in order to
secure a spot that will yield him fair return fop
his money and labour, than huetily, to be en-
chanted by some glowing advertisement and
locate himself on some barren and unfrogtful

That the nests were
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UNDER THE APPLE TREES.

ELIZABETH GRINNELL, IN C.B.J.
( Continued.)
LITTLE MISS APIS.

She is pale yellow in color, if she be of
Ttalian stock, but she is a perfect bee.
She is wet, and her wings are in folds,
like the wings of a new born butterfly.
She hastens to dry herself and to adjust
her dress. There are too many helpless
maggot babies in the nursery to spare &
nurse for Miss Apis. She must wait
upon herself and begin her busy life in
real earnest. She stretches her wings
and her limbs to make herself as full
grown as possible, and they expand in
drying, seeming to increase in size.
about her hundreds of nurse bees are
fanning the air with their wings, and this
helps in the drying. The hard work of
putting herself in order makes her
hungry, and she helps herself to honey
from an uncovered jar, left in her way on
purpose. The honey makes her strong.
¢ Hat as much as you like,” say the
nurse bees, ¢ and then come and help us

» May 28, 1900

*»50il, there to lose his little all, redace his family
to starvation, and die, assome have done, and

- possibly others ave doing, disappointed and
heart-broken.

-7 If the honey-bee fails to secure the desired
store, she fails through circumstances over
which she has had no control, as many a wise

> man has done, and not for want of a wise in-
stinet and a constant and diligent use of if.

+ In the function allotted to her in Nature as
one of the chief fertilisers in tree and plant life,

. fhe honey-bee has come into prominence, and
although in this department she receives agsiat-
ance from wasps, moths, butterflies, ete., she
_takes premier place, and is more often mentioned
in that connexion than all the rest. In the won-

» derful variety which natuve exhibits, and in the
interdependence which iv manifested between her

_, different orders, insect agency is necessary to the
propagation of plant life. ‘While in some plants

| jstamen and pistils are found in the same flower,
and ripen af the same time; in others the stamen
is produced in one plant, and the pistil in an-

*# other plant, which may grow near to or remote
from the first named. In other plants the

4. stamen and pistil may grow together but ripen
at different times, and therefure need some ouf-
de help in order to fertilizition.

Tt is here that the honey-bee interprets one of
nature’s myséeries and supplies the want caused

b+ by this eccentric organization.
In her search after the concealed sweets the

O 81

bee comes in contaet with the pollen dust which
hangs about her Kke flour in a miller’s beard,
and_ which when she flies to another flower is
rubbed off in contact with the ripe pistils there-
in, and fertilization is secured.

So also in passing from the ripe stamen of oné
flower to the 1ipe pistil of another of the same

at the nursing.”

And this last is the first duty of little
Miss Apis. She is not quite accustomed
to herself, nor is she wise enough to go
out into the honey world. She must
remain for a time in the home and make

-+ Lind, the same object is attained.
That fertilization is thus produced has been
. yillustrated Dby experiment. Darwin, Lubbock
and others have given much aftention to this
subject. It has been ascertained, for instance,
that 20 heads of Dutch clover open to bees pro-
duced 2290 seeds, aud 100 heads of red clover
—_ produced 2700 seeds, while the same of each
carcfully protected from insect visits produced
- 10 seed at all.
; The necessity of the bee to the production of
clover seed caused some agitation in New Zea-

herself useful in the nursery, just as little
sisters take care of their baby brothers
and sisters in the human world. She
goes to the bread boxes, and brings food
and puts it in the large mouths of the
little infant maggots, just as she herself
was fed but a short time ago. As she
works she learns, and the pale color of
her body takes on the deeper brown of
; ) / the mature bee, the brown with the
land some yeaws ago, and various suggestions olden bands. She belongs to a ro al
were made to the Government to meev the case. lg : S ¥y
= lousehold and wears its insigma of dress.
She gradually loses her childish look, and
i longs to do so what she sees the other
Seen the latest | What ? Those workers doing. She smells the breath
e of flowers, when she follows the old bees
sample Tabels from the DBee to thedoor, and sees them bring back the
~v ; Fi nectar and the pollen. She spreads her
Bulletin Printing Works. wings and tests them on the threshold.
Then she flies.

F=
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A BUSY WORKER.

Every morning she goes out to her
" labors. She hums at her work or oun
the wing as if life were a delight to her.
She clings with her dainty feet to the
cups of the flowers and sips the nectar
from their pockets. She carries always
with her a long-hand led dipper, which
we call her probosecis, that she may reach
into the heart of sweetness. She tells
many a human wanderer by the way which
of the plants he may touch. She puts
the nectar in her pouch or honey-bag and
takes it home with her. Sometimes her
load is heavy and she falls by the way.
But she is up and flying again.

Arrived in the house, she seeks an
empty cell and deposits her harvest.

‘When she has filled the entire cell or
jar by many excursions to the honey
fields, she does not close it over, or pub
the cover on the jar of preserves until the
nectar has ¢ ripened,” or turned to a nu-
tritious thickness.

Sometimes, if one watches at the bee
house door, one will see her come homse
with balls of yellow or white or red pollen
on her thighs, upon which are baslsets
for that very purpose. She has dived
into the deeper flowers and covered all
over with the powder with which the
blossoms are wont to dust themselves in
making their #oilet. It adheres to the
fringed hairs which thickly cover her like
down ; and she is very careful of the pre-
cious stuff, for well she knows it is needed
for baby food. She packs every particle
into her baskets. Obpce in the nursery,
other bees help her to pull it out of the
baskets and knead it into paste, and put
it into the wax pots, just as any woman
kneads her bread and puts it in the pans

At another time she brings home a sort
of glue called propolis, which she collects
to seal the cracks of the hive and to cover
all over the under side of the roof to keep
the house warm and dry. This glue is
resinous and dark of color, and is nof
used for food. Many a time in a storm I
have gently tested the cover of the hive
to be sure that the roof cannot blow off.
The bees have anticipated the weather
and glued it to the walls.

_the alert.

Mav 28, 1900,

One can see this woman bee inserting, -
her dipper into the torn rents of such fruit
as the kind birds have made an opening ¥
in. She could not possibly make an
aperature for herself, for her proboscig«-
is delicate and unsuited to boring. |
Foolish persons who meet in the field or< |
on the road she is traversing run away |
from her and tcream that she will ¢ sting.*
They do not know that the honey bea |
never stings away from home unless shd =
is pinched. She will let yousmell of the _
flower from which she is gathering”
sweets, and sing you a hymm while you
admire her. She stings only in defence” |
of home and family, and stores which -
she has gathered with so much labor.

If a thunder cloud appears at midday .-
she starts immediately forhome. Ifshebe
overtaken she may seek shelter in a s
flower, where she is welecome to remain
over night. She knows her own houses’
from every other, though many of the
same size and color be on one street undert *
the apple trees. T sho is not in her |
house by suuset, or immediately afters ¥/
there is a chance that she has been stolen f
by some winged enemy or trodden upon
by a careless foot. Her shoit life is /=
besot by foes, and she must ever be'on ¥
House-cleaning occupies a great part G‘
of this busy worker's life. Her house is_ |
always clean, whether it be found® |
in a decayed tree stump or in a choice
kive made by a carpenter. No untidy: *
thing is permitted to lie about on the
floor, or the nursery, or on tho walls
She is neat in dress and habit, as any, -,
one can see who watches her at her toilet. ™
When it is cold the bees keep a constant<s
fanning with their wings to warm the ¥
brood which is so delicate that a fews *
seconds of exposure to the outside air |
would destroy it. When it is warm they 7
keep on fanning to make the air com-
fortably cool. One could hear this fan- +7
ning by placing the ear close to the hive.
Always it is kept at an even temperature, ¢
for it is really an incubator. It is with
the bee as with some other people who%
““ blow their tea to eool it,” and * blow
their hands to warm them.”
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So all day long, and all night long our

. pdear bee works, never resting. toiling

not for herself but for others, for she

. seldom partakes of her harv sted stores.
WIIEN LONG FLIGIITS ARE OVER.

- Some day in midsummer one can see

that the edges of her wing are a little

-+ frayed. But still she flies short trips to

the honey fields, or, if one places a

-~ - gaucer of sweet at the door, she will go

no further. She often sips water at a

>~ puddle or a city trough. One with a

~ kind heart will not frighten her away,

" but will watch the frail tongue sip the

water eagerly as if she were thirsty, as

* indeed she js. Without water she could
not live.

A few more days and she can fly no
longer. Bhe has literally “ worked her-
self to death.” She still goes out to
s the door and smells the flowers, but

her wings are jagged aud broken with
—» her long flights. Her body has lost its
gloss of brown and gold, though but two
y » or three short months hove passed since
the was a baby in the cell cradle tucked
in by an old nurse bee. She still strives
to make herself useful among the little
» oues, but she is slow and ‘“ in the way,”
and the younger bees do not want her.
b She creeps out to the door step for ome
more whiff of the fragrance she loves,

* and fills in her attempt to fly.
When the time ccmes that she is too
X ¥ weak to creep to the door and is but a
cumberer of the ground, then the strong

Lees, two or three of them, take hold of

her, pulling her from the door, drop her

"over the edge of the platform upon which
~1he hive rests. She falls among the

grass or in the dust, and the workers go
.« back to their duties, to take their turn
at old age and decay not many days
v hence. In her fall from the house door-
step, our bee may have slipped into a
< ¢revice between foundation boards. and
there she lies buried, as I have seen a
~> J[{iowa Indian in a natural cleft of his
native rock. She is but one of many
>vhundreds in a summer time from the
same hive, who ask no favor of any un-
less it be a kind thought when the honey-
comb is broken at tea table.

o,

268. Have something to say on W.C.F.'s
letter on page 15.

269.—What usually constitutes an amateur ¢

ALV AL PLUTY AL PLUTYALPE U PLUTAL UL TAL AT

R. BEUHNE.

263.—For a breakwind round an apiary, I
should not trouble about what blossoms in win-
ter, or indeed, what blossoms at all, but should
select something that will become effective
quickly, say Fucalyptus globulus or Linus Tusi-
gnis. The amount of honey possibly produced
18 not worth taking into account, and I should
sooner be without the inducement for bees to fly
and get chilled, on sunny but cold days.

269.— An amateur should be a person keeping
bees for other reasons than profit, but so far as
I know an amateur is one who keeps less hees
but knows (or think he knows) more about the
industry than the man who lives by it. A semi-
amateur, or hybrid between an®amateur and
professional, ie werse than either, and flings his
honey on the market at any price, just from
philanthropic motives I suppose, which reminds
me of friend Bennett's quotation of the Ameri-
can humorist: ¢ What is a philanthropist’ ?
Answer—‘‘One who has something to sell.’”
They are very much in evidence in beckeepers
organizations.

J. B. BATHER.

269.—“ A lover of the fine arts.”’— Webster.
I presume it is an amateur beekeeper you mean,
if 80, its a gentleman who keeps bees for the
love of beekeeping, trying to advance the science,
neither making or seeking to make profit out of
the same. Not the man who runs after a swarm
of bees and ratiles them down with a tin kettle,
shoves them into the feed box of a horse suffer-
ing frem nagal gleet, and on the following March
clean out the box, smash up the combs, brood
and all, strain it through an old potato bag and
lubel it ‘¢ Pure Extracted Garden Honey,”’ and
send it market, is not amateur, but a fudge.

J. THOMPSON.

268.—Apply to some of the large seedsman for
information. It would pay some of such to ad-
vertise in the pages of the 4. Bee Bulletin.

269.—An amateur is one who works for plea-
sure or honour, and does not receive money for
the exercise of his hobby. An amateur bee-
keeper, I take it, to be one who keeps one or
two hives of bees for amusement only, and does
not sell his honey, but consumes it all in his ewn
family, or gives it away.

H. H. DAVEY.

268.—I would advise planting Tree Lucerne.

It grows wonderfully well, flowers abundantly
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for two months, ending 30th September, but in
N. 8. Wales it would flower earlier and seed
sooner. If is also good for poultry when seeded
and for green fodder in dry districts. I know
of nothing betrer for late winter flowering. T
obtained the seed from the Rural Industries As-
sociation, Melbourne, which distributes the seed
gratis I believe. It grows 15 feetin three years.
The bees erowd upon it.

269.—One who does not grow for sale. He
may be an expert amateur, but may not maks a
living by it ; as soon as he sells and makes il a
part of his income, he becomes a professional.
Beginners, if selling for profit, would be pro-
fessionals though not experts, which experience
alone can make.

T. H. BRADLEY.

269.—An individnal who, after hearing Mr.
Gale’s lecturte on beekeeping goes to Anthony
Hordern’s or to some other supply dealer, fits
himself out with three or four hives and the
latest inventions procurable, purchases some
work, generally about twenty years old, on bees
and honey, and then proceeds to instruct the old
time beekeeper in the art of ovular suction.

. HOLLIS.

268.—If swarming is allowed I would not
recommend a heage at all, for look what a picnic
it sometimes is to get a swarm out of the middle
of a close hedge. The African Boxthorn is
about the best that I know of, it flowers more or
less all through the year. It grows well even
in poor soils, and if kept neatly trimmed malkes
a very pretty substantial fence. If allowed to
grow will reach to a height of from 8 to 12 feet,
and makes a splendid breakwind. It is easily
kept within bounds, and at any time can without
any diffieulty, bas grubbed out and got rid of,
very unlike the furze or whim edge. Osage
orange makes another good fence, but blooms
only in the spring. There is about two miles of
it near me, which has been allowed to grow, and
will now average over 20ft. in height. Cape
broom was at ome time a very popular hedge
around here, but has gradually been replaced by
the boxthorn. This also is a spring bloomer,
and judging by the way the bees work on it,
must yield a fuir amount of honey, and it has
the advantage of keeping in bloom for a long
time. The hawthorn is a well-known hedge,

but neither this nor the cape broom are anything

like as strong and vigorous as the boxthorn, and
will take fully twice as long before they deserve
to be called hedges. Almonds can hardly be said
to be suitable for a hedge, but it has many
points to recommend it to a place in or near the
apiary. I have often recommended it for shade
for hives. It grows rapidly while young, and
the foliage not being dense it does not exclude
all the sun, while in winter it has no leaves to
exclude the sun. It comes in bloom before any
other fruit tree, in fact I have seen odd ones in
full bloom by the third week in June. The bees

build up well on it, and i there is anything to

follow on things will boom. Almond trees .

nearly always fruit better on poor soils, and an-
other point in their favour, you can gather the
fruit when you like. If it is not convenient to

-gather the nuts just when they are ripe you can

leave them a mouth or longer on the trees.
=

QUESTIONS NEXT MONTH.

270.—Will bees gather honey from poisonous
plants?

271.—When does Ironbark come into bloom
in your district ? and how long is il in bud, be-
fore blooming ?

E. ¥. STEVENS.
272, 'What distance would need to intervene
to insure safe mating with choice drones ?
273. How far is it thought that a virgin
queen will fly from her hives if she fails to meet
with a drone at a near radius.

VISITING.

We lately visited the home and apiary
of Mons. Racle at Merrylands. Mons.
Racle is a Frenchman, is full of French
ideas and literature, together with a few
original ones of his own. He has an
announcement in the front ¢ Two pounds
of honey for 6d.” The price must be
kept low as a neighbouring storekeeper
boasts of buying very cheap honey, in
Sydney. He has some 50 hives. Dur-
ing the pust winter he lost 15. He uses
the ** Cubic¢”’ hive, which he says is very
common in France, the size being 17
inches every way, super half that depth.
The frames are in accordance with this
size and have wooden slips instead of
wires. Spare combs he placed on top of
hive, considering them better protected
froms moths there.
irom box, stringy bark and ironbark.,

To be a good beekeeper one rnaturally
becomes a carpenter and a tinsmith. He
makes all his own hives and frames, and
his extractor, made by himself, is very
simple and ingenious. Two kerosene
tins, one with two sides and the other
one side out, maks a fair sized tank, a
pivot with handle fixed in centre. Tin
slats half an inch wide, and half an inch
apart, projecting from the gides,
against which the combs iean, and be-

His flow is derived
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tween which the honey runs as the tanlk
revolves. As the extractor tank is likely

- to get out of shape with a lot of honey

in, wooden bands are fixed outside about
centre. e uses a small Reitche press
for foundation. It makes nice thin
material, better than we have seen from
a larger press of the samekind. A good
library of bee literature, mostly French,
including several monthly publications.
Mons. Racle is a bachelor, having no
queen at present in his home hive. We
spent a very pleasant hour with him,

THE N. B. K. A.
J.J. B., ENMORE,

In the April 1900, issue of the 4.B.5.
beneath the initials T.F.B., and date
March 17th : I note that T.F.B. refers to
your report of the proceedings of the
N. B. K. A. committee, and records the
observation that ¢ Mr, Gale has sug-
gested to the Minister that there be no
inspector, but that the N. B. K. A, have
power to administer the foul brood act,”
and continues “I must protest against
the power to administer the act being
vested in any one Association, more
especially, as we (of Tooley street, I pre-
sume) have no association which can
claim to be a representative one: The
fact of the association of which Mr, Gale
seems to be the permanent president,
assuming the ti.le of National, does not
in any way malke it, or give it the power
to represent the beekeepers of N.&. W.”

With respect to the suggestion made
by Mr Gale as the Hon. President of
the N. B.K. A. to the Honourable the
Minister for Agriculture, I beg leave to
remark that I have in memory that Mr.
Gale reported that interview, and the
suggestion named, together with some
reasons for the same both economic and
prudential; and that the report had my
sapction as a member of the committee
as far as it went, with the mental note
that it would be time enough to tilt at a
windmill when one was erected—a men-
tal reservation which I commend to your
readers, 1, F.B. included.

With regard to the power of adminis-
tration of the projected foul brood act
being vested in the N.B.K.A. with Mr.
Gale as its “* permanent president,” and
the contention by T.F.B. that the N.B.K.
A, is not a representative institution not-
withstanding its assumption of ¢ the title
of National,” I beg to remind your
readers of the official recognition of the
N.B.K.A. and its ¢ permanent president”
by the Honourable the Minister for Agri-
cvlture in consultation with its official
bead upon the subject and adminis-
tration of a projected foul brood act.

By the Government, through its res-
posible Minister in erecting upon a site
granted by the Royal Agricultural
Society, a commodious Pavilion, which
renders exhibitions of much greater
magnitude, and upon much broader lines °
than hitherto practicable, to either in-
dividual apiarists or District Societies.

By the Royal Agricultural Society in
setting apart a building site for the bee-
keepers of N. 5. W., and for that matter
of the Nation, for the purposes of
exhibition, and the appointment of
officers nominated bv the N.B.IK.A. to
control such exhibitions.

By the Honourable the Minister for
Agriculture of Queensland, in the official
opening of the late exhibition, and the
attendance at, and contributicns to one
or more of its conventions, of a gentle-
man from that colony, who is by tacit
consent one of the leading . apiarists of
the day,

By the Under Secretary for Public
instruction, in his repeated extension of
official hospitality to the conventions
held at the Technical College, and his
further public support and official coun-
tenance in opening and addressing the
late conventinn.

By the talented contribution of the
Government chemist F, H. Guthrie, Esq.
on the subjeet of ¢ The Food Value of
Honey” at the late convention.

By H. M. Railway Commiassioners in
the granting of past concessions.

By the Clergy, in the presence at, and
contributions to conventional business by



46 The Australian Bes Bullotin

May 28, 1900

the Rev. Hughes—himself a practical
beekeeper.

By the Press, in the publication of re-
ports of its business, meetings, and ex-
hibitions, and by thousands of the
interested general public in their patron-
age. And last though by no means
least, by the Board of Exports, through
its Secretary, at the recent and previous
corventions, and the help given and
promised to the industry of beecraft by
that public body.

So much for the representative char-
acter and status of the N. B. K. A. The
use of the advantages, indicted and un-
specifiad, rests with the individual bee-
keepers, and failure to actin that respent
compels & ¢ masterly inactivity’” on the
part of its Hon. officers and committee
in too many regrettable instances.

Regarding the qualification for mem-
bership ¢ T. F. B.” informs your readers
that *“ Any one, be he a beekeeper or a
horsedealer on sending the sum of 5/- to
the Secretary of Mr. Gtale’s Association,
at once becomes a member.” To which
startling statement permit me to add the
expression of opinion that the ¢ hee-
keeper” or * horse dealer” who has
sufficient interest in the operations of
the N. B. K. A. to transmit 5/- a year
towards its maintenance, has thereby
acquired a legal and moral right to all
honourable discussion of its affairs, while
malcontents whose Shylockian Grab-the-
almighty-dollarise dog-in-the-mangerism
does not permit them to take a like hon-
ourable course are obliged perforce to
make stalking horses of say ¢ The
Huanter River Beekeepers’ Association”
or the * unfortunate beekeep.rs’ from
behind which to malign the reputation
or wound the sensibilities of its unpaid
and too often unthanked cfficers.

So far as I am eorrectly informed, the
qualifications for membership in the N.
. K. A. is the same as that of all kind-
red societies, that of the Royal, and all
other Agricultural Societies with which
I have any acquaintance, included.
¢t Beekeepers have been brought to the
verge of ruin, by bad seasons, under-

ground engineering, and the undue
interference of past Governments in the
question of supply and demand.”
That is the ancient parrot cry of all
muddlemongers, be they ‘¢ beekeepers,”
¢ horsedealers” or what not, but if *“T.
F. B.” will give ear this way I will make
bold to whisper to him the consolation
in the interest of all croakers, that there
is no Act of Parliament that compels his
or their engaging or remaining in any
business in which they feel they cannot
succeed, and that, in fact, ¢“they would
never be missed” in the event of their
retirement.

“Tf there is to he anything in the
shape of inspection of apiaries fur foul
brood to be made let it be made by some
responsible and qualified officer in the
Agricultural department; some one for
whose actions the minister would be
responsible to Parliament.” To which
specimen of wisdom, probably the Hon.
the Minister, and the N. B, K. A. can
both say Amen. The question of official
responsibility  being . a foregone con-
clusion and the all important one of
qualification being opne for full and due
consideration at the proper time, the rare
combination of qualities that make an
expert beekeeper who is also further
qualified to undertake the duties and
responsibilities of inspectorship being
difficult to find and perhaps more d fliculs
to secure when discivered; for I opiue
that the office would be no sinecure, and
the official bed not one of roses only.

Perhaps the best that can be (ffered
the * permanent president” is contained
in the remark of the quaker to his friend.
“ Friend, if one throw salt on thee, it
will not hurt thee—unless thou has sore
places.”

The already quoted qualification for
membership in the N. B. K. A. appears
to furnish the most damaging evidence
that “T. F. B.” could bring the help of his
case, since by it is made manifest that the
whole question of organization as pre-
viously stated rests with the beekeepers.
The sole qualification as stated being that
they evidenced an interest in their calling

L &
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to the extent and amount of a 5/- sub. and
the consequent privileges and duties
of membership.

The option therefore is theirs, whether
they fol'ow the lead of the nothingarians
to nowhere—The party who pauperise
their industry and themselves while
clamouring for ‘¢ protection to local in-
dustry’” and thus attempt to penalise
other industries that their own miy suc-
ceed, while they feed their non-producing
bees at home—or the party who, aware
of the market at home and abroad for
both honey and wax, invite the co-oper-
ation and assistance of all beekeepers to
80 organize both production and distri-
bution on, and in the experience gained
in both the mistakes and successes of the
past as to contribute to the gradual up-
building ol an apicultural community
and commerce worthy of the immense
floral, and the magnificent climatic ad-
vantages of this Continent, and the best
Mercantile traditions of a nation-making
¢ Nation of Nations.”

Josh Billings remarks, * We have got
precept enuff, tew stock six worlds like
curs; what we want iz a phew more
good eggzamples.”

HUSKS AND CHAFF.

G R. HARRISON.

That excerpt from Awstral Culturist cer-
tainly contains the keynote to the expor-
tation problem. We must get past the
broker’s ring. The British psople eat
honey, and they don’t care a dump from
what source it is gathered from, so long
as it is good, and the retailer soon learns
what people like, and do their best to
purvey it. But the ring of brokers have
the hand!ing of the great bulk of the
imports, and can say what shall be
bought by the retailer and what shall
not.

If we must have a foreign market, we
must have a good business represent-
ative, who can push our wares for us,
and whose dealings must be directly with
the retailer. Such a man could pro-
bably get an inereased price over the

present—through the broker returns—of
at least 2d per 1b, roughly £20 per ton,
and it would take about one-quarter of
this—£5 per ton- - to pay his salary and
expenses. If he sold two tous per week,
leaving to us a gain of £15 per ton, so
that if we can clear £20 per ton at pre-
sent, we would then be getting £35 per
ton,

Your question box for last month
seems to have had reference to beestings
and the cumulative effect on the health.

My experience is that if you can stand
stings at all, you can stand lots of ’em,
hut there are some people who are af
death’s door, as the result of one sting,
the doctzr has to be called in, and things
are critical for sometimes a day or two,
and there is a curious feature about
these cases, generally, that no matter
whera the subject is stung, there is great
swelling of the tongue.

If I have got an extra vigorous prod,
or have been away from bees for a little
and then get stung, I have always a
great desire, yea, an intense longing to
eat honey hot from the hive, sweets of
any kind wiil satisfy me, but I mostly
want hot honey.

‘When coming back to the bees, after
a few months absence, stings always
swell a bit, sometimes make quite a
decent swelling, but after a few days and
a foew stings, my flesh refuses to budge.
In my pre-beekeeping days, if I got a
sting anywhere about the face, I would
have both eyes nicely bunged, and as I
walked round, my face would #sp up and
down in a most elegant (or jellygant)
manner. :

The beekeepers’ immunity from swell-
ing rheumatism has been often remarked
and the bee sting cure for that form of
the complaint is beginning to be quite
well known, and that brings to my mind
the method of applying the cure sug-
gested in Gleanings some seven years ago
by Mrs, L. Harrison-—the then very
lively lady writer on bee matters—which
was, for the patient to dress him (or her
as the case may be), in a pair of nice
large, loose pair of trousers, tied round
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the ancles, and then to suddenly drop
between a pint and a quart of bees into
the pants, and run a hundred yards and
back, she thought that about the surest
method of applying the cure. She had
not tried it.

Some years ago I met a man who had
been a very successful beskeeper for many
years, but had to give up business and
go back to coal hewing, because he had
contracted a disordered condition of the
nerves, which caused him to dread a bee
sting, so that he could secarcely muster
courage enough to approach a hive, and
he—if I remember rightly—sattributed it
to the cumulative effect of stings.

‘We, nzost of us, know the terrible fear
in which a bee sting is held by those wko
have never been stung, or who have only
memories of being stung during child-
hood, and have enjoyed their surprise to
find what little pain it meant when they
did get it.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
E. F. STEVENS.

This being a maideu attempt to contribute a
little news to your journal re beekeeping, I shall
not plunge into details on any subject, merely
giving your readers a slight conception of what
18 going on here in the beekeeping line, and
what timber principally constitutes the chief
source of our honey flow. Here in South Aus-
tralin we have no Association, though thatisnot
to say we have no bees, as in this and adjoining
districts there are some extensive apiaries, some
numbering ag high as 400 colonies. The summer
previous to the one we have just passed through
was an exceptionally good season, I having se-
cured between 12 and 18 tons from 140 hives,
besides labouring under the disadvantage of not
having enough supers when the main flow was
on. I may add that those 140 colonies before
mentioned were increased by natural swarms
from 56 hives the previous spring. The summer
just passed has been very poor about here, al-
though in some localities a few miles distant
they have done fairly well. In January and
February our stringy barks were out, but yielded
very little honey, and to secure this, or rather
my attempt to secure this flow, I had to remove
my bees a distance of about three miles, and al-
though the trees were white with blossoms I ex-
tracted no honey, but at the same time consider
that shifting the bees was the most fortunate
piece of work I have done for a while, as only
about a month affer, on the 28th January, a bush

fire swept across this part of the district, leaving
nothing behind it; all our homestead, excepting
the house, was burnt, including extracting
house and plant, hives, frames and comb, tanks
and everything which is found about an apiary.
These were all destroyed, and had the bees been
here they would have enjoyed the same fate.
The bees, however, are back again once more to
winter at the scene of desolation, which is fast
recovering itself in appearance as the weeks come
and go by the erection of fences, green grass,
&o , and as a vast scope of country is still left
unburnt on the north-east side, which consists
chiefly of blue, mountain, red, white and manna
gums, which bloom in the same order as set
down. The former are bursting into blocm at
present, and will continue tiill abonut
August, when the mountain gums burst
forth into  blossom, and they both
continue to bloom until about Christmas,
and are the source of a constant honey flow,
which works the bees into good order for the
main flow, which is then taken from the red
gums, which picks up the trail and yields a heavy
flow of honey of beautiful quality, until being
exhausted they are relieved by the manns and
white gums, which yield a darker honey, but of
good flavour. I would here like to add that I
have seen publications re trees and shrubs of
South Australia, which would be misleading to
some who did not know otherwise. Forinstance,
waitles and dandelions are termed good for
honey. The latter may produce a little (but
chiefly pollen) whereas the wattle in some sea-
sons does neither, but in others produces pollen.
I am in the heart of a wattle country, and last
spring when they were out and covered with
bloom scarcely abee could be seen working upon
them, and at the same time nothing else to be
had. The weather at cerfain periods was fine,
with warm days and dewy nights, being ideal
honey weather. I would soonerhave cne bigred
gum tree than 150 acres of wattles in this eli-
mate as regards honey. . Then tho blue gums of
S.A. I find are of littls value for honey unless
they bloom in autumn, winter or spring; being
a cold climate tree it is of little use in the hot
summer, if it blooms at such time. I have been
a beekeeper all my life ; although young I have
had a few years’ experience, haying begun be-
fore I left school. I favour the mnine-frame
hives, and would rather have an eight framed
than a ten-framed in this climate. I also favor
the zinc excluders during a heavy flow, having
had equal results from such as from those without
them. T propose on some early future date to
give an account, which I hope will prove inter-
esting to your readers, of my experience with
foul brood (Bacillus Alveii.) I il&VB no foul
brood now, and have had none for several sea-
sons, having worked strictly on my own plan of
treatment from the first, and although having
had some rank cases of the disease I have cured
them, some as far back as three and four years



=

- May 28, 1900

The Australian Bee Bulletin.

49

b and at present they are in a healthy condition,
and in some cases in the same hives and combs
» p ag they were when diseased, having been re-
placed for experiment, which has proved the
»- treatment effectual in all cases. I intend to in-
troduce a strain of new blood into my apiary the
coming spring with fresh queens. Wishing you
guccess with your paper, which me and mine are

fond of reading.
>

] CORRESPONDENCE.
R. P., Springdale :—TIt has been a
Y. very bad time this last year, everything
almost a failure in this district.
J. A., Chiltern, Vic.:—No swarms,
» next to no honey. Heaps of foul brood
this season,
A. 8. B., Molonyg :—Sorry I have no
bee news to give you, for most of the
» season has been a dismal failure. How-
ever the bees seem to be going into win-
b ter in fair condition.
R. 8., Murrurundi :—My bees have
-4 not done much this year, although I think
they have made enough honey to keep
3 them during the winter. I have only
managed to get four tins from them this
summer that is from seven of the hives.
I have not extracted any from the
> ones T got from Mr. Horne.
~ L.8.T.M,, Canley Vale, May 14 —The
»* ironbark trees about here are in heavy
¢ bud (very small.) Could you give me
some idea as to about the time they are
oy lilely to burst and come into bloom ?
Hoping you have prospects for a good
m  geason in store.
Generally we believe in the spring, about
Y %ctubet. ‘We have made & monthly question of
1.
W. M, Shepparton : —I have not ex-
tracted one pound of honey this year,
__ but I think the bees have sufficient stores
to carry them through the winter. I am
v doubling up all the weak hives, but we
are not quite so bad as the “ Disappointed
o hopes” in the A, B. C., although one of
the Shepparton Beekeepers is so dis-
-y couraged, he is nearly ready ‘“ to go to
Kansas” or somewhere else.
e G. W. V. H.,, Winthorpe, May 3rd : —
The honey season has been s very poor
one in this locality. The weather has

been very dry. The trees did not bloom
very much, the buds falling off before
they opened. I have over 40 colonies of
bees and half will want feeding through
the winter. I got but very little honey
from my bees and everybody says the
same about their bees, and what I did
get was very dark. I am getting 11/6
per tin for my honey. The moths are
very bad here, I have lost two or three
colonies with them.

T. J B., Wallabadah :-——The bees are
still having a very bad time here, they
have scarcely any honey. I have been
feeding them the last fortnight, and will
have to do so till some blossoms open.
All the trees here show splendidly for
bloom, white box, gum and yellow jacket.
I think some of them will open very
shortly, as we have had splendid rain
lately. I hope your bees are doing well.
Nearly all the bees in this district have
died out. One man had 57 hives last
year, only 6 left ; another 40, only 2 left ;
one 6 only 1 left; one 14 none left; an-
other 70, only 20 left.

T. H. B., Appin, writes :—See page 88
April issue of A, B. B. “Have the
Commission Agents an object in giving
low quotations in order to buy cheap
from the producers?”” Why not write to
the Government Statis{ician, and ask for
the total quantities of honey shipped
home annually from N. S. W. during
tho last, say, five years. You will get
something that will make your eyes
open. “ Have a say on Cynic’s letter.”
What’s the use, when the beekeepers,
year after year, vie with each other in
exalting the individual, who has, under
the eyes of the Government, done more
to ruin the prospects of the ona fide bee-
keepers than any one else has !

P.H. L. T, Roma, Queensland :—I
am sorry to have no good news to give
you of this district. The past two sea-
sons have been total failures, though I
am in good hopes that the rext one will
prove better. I visited some weeks ago,
the apiary of a gentleman who possessed
nearly 200 hives three or four years ago.
He now has 138 or 14 left. I began with
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25 hives this season and have at present
18 left. The deceased include a 15/-
queen, worse luck. White box is form-
ing new buds, which will I hope give us
plenty of honey later. T am till an en-
thusiast with the bees, and an appreci-
ative reader of the A. B. B. from which
one never fails to derive some informa-
tion.

D. S. McL, Hastings, N. Z, :—1I have
rceeived the A. B. B. very regularly, and
am very pleased with it; you get a lot
of bee matter in it. You need not
expect to get much bse news from me as
I am only a new chum. The season
here has been fair, got about 45 lbs.
per hive. Have you ever heard of any-
one using reversible frames and with
what result ?

There are many who use such, and different
reports we give cf results. It has some strong
champions saying it is easier to manipulate hives
with such, The ‘“ Heddon'’ is the typical hive
with reversible frames. They do not seem to

grow in favour against the large or Langstroth
frame.

A. H. M., Cape Colony, writes : —I
may mention that Mr. Stirley died about
Christmas. I was told that he went out
with a picnic party and died in the eveun-
ing while asleep in bed. He told me him-
gelf that he suffered from heart disease,
80 you will not have any more notes from
him for your paper. Ho wasa very nice
old man, we were the only two in Port
Elizabeth that took any real interest in
bees. I think I have already mentioned
that I kept my bees in one of the parks.
Well, I had orders to move them, I had
shifted three, and was going to fix the
others so that I could shift them in the
evening. The sight that met mo I shall
not forget in a hurry. They were all
smashed to pieces and some of them were
half burnt.  The raanager did not think
I was sharp enough in moving them, an
that is the kind way he treated me. T
did not pay anything for the use of the
ground, only now and then would give
them some honey. I have only two
swarms now. It is a very unpleasant
thing when one has to depend upon
others for anything.

THE VICTORIAN APIARISTS
ASSOCIATION. g
W. L. DAVEY. .
A gathering of prominent beckeepers was held
at Melbourne on the evening of 23rd Mav. Bee-
keepers from all distriets attended. Upon the
position of the industry being placed before the
meeting a unanimous vote was the result, ¢ That ¢
this meeting forms itself into an Association.” *
The meeting then adjourned to the following ‘j
day, when the following resolutions were car-s
ried :—¢ That the policy be the promotion of the
Beekeeping Industry.”” ¢* All envaged in bee-
keeping to be eligible for membership upon ap-. .
proval by a member of advisory committes and
payment of 2/6 per annum.’’ Office-bearers—
President, Mr. Thos, Bolton ; vice-presidents,
Messrs. R. Beuhne and R. Miller ; Correspond-
ént, Mr. R. Beuhne; Secretary and Treasurer, &
Mr. W. L. Davey. Advisory Commiftee was,
appointed as follows—Messrs Garrett, Gwyllan, =
Cox, Jackel, Bennett, Gregerson, Murray, and
all office bearers, with power to add to their
number., The Australian Bee Bulletin was ap-
pointed the official organ. After arranging for -
a deputation to the Minister for Liands with re- §
ference to Beelkeeping on Crown Lands the con- &
ference closed with a vote of thanks to the chaic-
man, Mr R. Beuhne, and the same to the A.B.B. -7
for its liberal dealings with beckeepers. i
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For a good farm, garden, and family
paper send for the Martin's IHome and -«
Ztarm advertised on another page.

4

VICTORIA. f

O Tiar BrererrING FRATERNITY, —Friends, .
I am still breeding and selling choice
Ttalian queens. In fact T am devoting most of -
my time to this branch now. Having sold my °
dairy herd I intend making queen breeding a
specialty. I import fresh breeding queens_-
every season and from different places, so as
not to inbreed (a great factor, I think, in pre-
venting foul braed.) My bees have averaged
me over a cwt. surplus honey each colony past &
12 seasons (summer count.) 5

Prices as follows.

Satisfaction and safe
arrival guaranteed. &

One Three Fiye | %
Untested— 5/-3 13/-; 20/-
Tested— 8/~ | 23/6. | g5/w LN
Select Tested— 15/- 3 40/- ; 60/~ o«

Extra Select Tested, the very best, 25/~ each.

.

JAMES MCcFARLANE, 3
LYNDHURST, VICTORIA.
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The Early Bird Gets the Early
Worm.

Anp those who send their orders early get the
Look through your apiary and
see what queens you intend to replace with vig-
orous young ones. Then book your orders with
ROBERTS who guarantees satisfaction, I
have a large shipment of new blood to arrive in
August and September, quite unrelated to my
present stock. So now is your time, don’t miss
this chance of securing new blood, Send your
orders early and save disappointment. I have
already a large number booked.  Add yours to
them and pay on delivery. I have hundreds of
testimonials and have taken over 200 prizes for
bees, queens, and honey. :

My vatalogue will be out in August. If you
want one send me your name and address.

PRICES—
1 3 5 10
Untested Queens «s 8- 13/- 20/- 39/-
Tested Queens 8/- 22/- 35/~ 65/~

Select Tested (Breeder) 1 for 15/~, 2 for 27/6
Honey or Boeswax will be taken in payment
for QUEENS (if preferred) forall orders of 10s.
and opwards. Safe arrival guaranteed to any
Post Office in the Australasian Colonies.
I ¢an also supply you with anything you re-
quire in the Apiary. Write for prices.

A. A. ROBERTS,

Rosebud Apiary, MUSWELLBROOK, N.S. W

S e
My International Money Order Office is
Beeville, Texas.

Queens Direct from America.

I either race, express prepaid by me, $7.50
each  Special raised and mated, the very best
$10 each; untested, $2.50 each. We keep in
separate yards from 7 to 15 miles apart. Itali-
ans, Golden TItalians, Holylands, Cyprians,
Albinos, and Carniolan races. Wa import our
queens direct, and try to have the best of every
race. If you desire queens sent at your risk by
mail, deduct §1.50 on each queen. Orders to the
amount of ten dollars (£2) get one year’s sub-
seriptien to The Southland Queen. T guarantes
safe arrival by express, and gsend mere queens
Jree, purchasers paying express charges, $1.5
each, A new importation of Holylands, Cypri-
ans and Ttalians to arrive soon. Money order
office—Beeville Texas, U. S. A.

MRS. JENNIE ATCHLEY.

Bzegvirrx, Bek Co., Trxas, U, 8. A.

WILL send you my best breeding queens of

““The gueens that we have received from Mrs,
Atchley are doing well, and T am well pleased
with them.—E. Trrrez. ; :

NOTICE

SHOULD any bsekeeper have a doubt of
the genuineness of any honey sold in his
neighbourhood, send a sample to the Chairman
Boaad of Health, Sydney, who will cause it
to be analysed, and take procceedings if

[
|

necessary.

e "~ T
PRIN-TING of every description exe-
: cuted in best style and cheaply
at Bee Bulletin Office. Honey
Labels a specialty,

% Have you seen the last copy

of : ‘¢ oh
« Martin’s “Home & Farm.
If not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY!

85> SUBSCRIPTION Only 26 a year in N.S.W.

‘Other Colonies 8.

- You Should Read It!

it Is for every Farmer, Orchardist, Gardener, Maize Grower, Dairyman,
Stock Breeder, Poultry Keeper, Bee Keeper, Gountry
~ and Suburban Resident.

<" The Paper for every Farm and evsry Home throug@ul Australia,

*‘Home & Farm” Publishing Coy., 161 Clarence St., Sydney, N.S. W,
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The New Zealand Farmer.

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of the New
Zealand Agriculturist.

It keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s
daily requirements, enabling him to utilise all
modern advantages within his reach.

_'The subjects dealt with cover the whole field
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultuta. pur-
suits, and ths legislation affecting these several
industries. Its columns contain thoroughly
practical as well as scientific information upon
all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the
Cultivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man-
agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upen im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including
the Suppression of Orchard Pests; Poultry
R?a:rmg. Special Industries, ote,, etec., besides
critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations
from every farming centre in the colony,

. The “New Zealand Farmer” is the only paper
In the colony wholly devoted to the interests of
Farmers, Wool Growers, and Orchardists.

Subscription ;s Per annum, 128 6d, posted in

‘advance, 10s.

Send your Subscription through a Stati
or direct to the Mo L

PUBLISHING OFFICE, orr-sT., AUORLAND

AMERICAN
BRED
QUEENS.

My Golden Strain are not Excelled for Beauty
or Honey Gatherers.
Tested Queéns 52,60 ea.

$1.50 ea.

Untested Queens

SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

J. W. MINER,

{close. upon

+ laid down touching each other, would extend

¥

The Australian Pastoralist,

AND BREEDERS GAZETTE. 4
PUBLISHED MONTHLY.

Price, 38 Per Annum. "‘

Contains all the leading Pastoral Infelligence.

Address Orders— l

P.0., Woolloongabba, .

BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, '

ANTHONY HORDERN'S -

NEW GENERAL -
CATALOGUE *

The Product of an Up-to-date Firm
for the use of Up-to-date People,
is ready, and will be gen. Post Free
to any address on application. If
you are wise

YOU WILL GET ONE_»

The book is the biggest thing of its
kind ever published in Australia, and the
issue is forty thousand. The paper
used, independent of covers, weighs

FORTY TONS,
to which must be added half a ton of ink.
If the Catalogues (40,000) wers placed on top
of each other, they would make a pile
TEN TIMES THE HEIGHT OF
THE CLOCK TOWER OF
THE GENERAL POST OFFICE,
and if plaved in a line end to end they
would cover a distance of nearly seven miles
while the sheets of paper (30in. x 40in.)

five hundred and
almost as far as
SYDNEY TO MELBOURNE.'

The illustrations, which are mostly
pictures of actual goods and not mere
general indicators of something that may
or may not exist, number nearly three
tnousand, and they cannot fail to render
the Look specially useful. ;

GET ONE.

bathny oo & o

UNIVERSAL PROVIDERS,

twenty miles,

RONDA, N.C,, U.S.A.

HAYMARKET ONLY, SYDNEY.

Printed by E. Tipper. Provprietor. Hich-dtreet. West Maitland New SQamih Waloa
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