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Wisconsin 27, lllinois 14
Wisconsin 27, Minnesota 0

Seniors Shine as

Season Closes

By Art Lentz

U W Sports News Service

| ATISFYING and convincing wins over Illinois and
| Minnesota in the last two weeks of the 1954 football
season brought Wisconsin home with a tie with Michi-
. 8 for second place in the Big Ten championship campaign
-~ and a nifty seven-won, two-lost nine-game record.
| For the first time, however, since Ivy Williamson took
over the coaching reins in 1949, Wisconsin did not go into
the final game of the season with a chance to share in the
title laurels. Ohio State, one of the two conquerors of the
Badgers midway in the season, took care of that by clinching
I 4 title tie on the second last Saturday of the 1954 schedule.
Wisconsin's lofty rating in the conference and the overall
season mark of 7-2 is only exceeded by the Hard Rock team
of 1951 and Williamson now has compiled a record of 26
Victories in the Western Conference against 9 setbacks and

4 ties i - - e : : While Wisconsin was setting a new Big Ten team record by stealing

Ten,,’.mt_ammg _the tltl_e of _the wmnmge;;t coach in the Blg Minnesota passes, senior halfback Clary Bratt established an individ-
\ In comparison with his contemporaries. val mark by filching four. And the way he did it! See above.
%

THE WISCONSIN ALUMNUS, published once monthly in December, January, February, March, April, May, June, July and
September, and three times montﬁ]y in October and November. Five of these issues are Football Bulletins. Entered as second
class matter at the post office at Madison, Wis., under the act of March 3, 1879. Subscription price (included in membership
ues of the Wisconsin Alumni Association) $2.50 a year: subscription to non-members, $5.00 a year. Editorial and business offices
at 770 Langdon St., Madison 6, Wis. If any subscriber wishes his magazine discontinued at the expiration of his subscription, notice
to that effect should be sent with the subscription, or at its expiration. Otherwise it is understood that a continuance is desired.




a record to maich Ilvy's . . .

Guardian Life's
Home Office
In Madison

During the past five years
Guardian Life's Insurance

has increased over 50 million dollars

IVY’S GREAT RECORD

TOTAL FOR 5 SEASONS

WON—30
LOST—12
TIED— 4

1949
WON—Marquette, Navy, Indiana, Northwestern,
lowa; LOST—California, Ohio State, Minnesota; TIED
—Illlinois.

1950
WON—Marquette, lllinois, lowa, MNorthwestern, Pur-

due, Minnesota; LOST—Michigan, Ohio State, Penn-
sylvania.

1951
WON—Marquette, Purdue, Northwestern, Indiana,
Pennsylvania, lowa, Minnesota; LOST—Illinois; TIED
—Ohio State.

1952
WON—Marquette, lllinois, lowa, Rice, Northwestern,
Indiana; LOST—Ohio State, UCLA, Southern Califor-
nia (Rose Bowl); TIED—Minnesota.

1953
NON—Penn State, Marquette, Purdue, lowa, North-
western, lllinois; LOST—UCLA, Ohio State; TIED—
Minnesota.

Back when the forward pass was just a stunt, National
Guardian Life had its beginning. Today it is recognized as
one of Wisconsin’s great institutions. Insurance in force
totals over $162 million, an increase of over 56% since
lvy came. Guardian Life, like Wisconsin’s football team,

has gained national recognition.

Insurance Company

You who have children will be interested in National Guardian Life’s
All-American policy. It secures an education, it turns every dollar of
protection into five at the time when family responsibilities begin,
and. it provides an income for retirement.




Williamson also has compiled a record of 37 wins, 14
losses, and 4 ties at Wisconsin which earns him the accolade
of the most successful coach in modern Badger history.

The close of the 1954 season also marked the end of the
“Ameche” era. No longer will Badger fans be thrilled by
the stampedes of Alan “The Horse” Ameche, Wisconsin’s
All-American fullback and holder of virtually every school
rushing record.

Although injured and kept from carrying the ball against
Illinois, he played great defensive ball besides scoring two
touchdowns against Minnesota until he had to be taken out
of the game because his sprained ankle again was injured.

For all games played—37 in all—Ameche carried the ball
701 times for a net gain of 3,345 yards or an average of 4.8
yards per rushing attempt. He scored 25 touchdowns in his
career to set a school mark in that department and wound up
as an All-American fullback for the second straight year as
well as being chosen by a national magazine as “Player of
the Year,”
~ In his collegiate career, not counting the Rose Bowl game
n which he carried 28 times for a net of 133 yards, Ameche
was credited with 673 carries and a net total of 3,212 yards,
both figures setting new NCAA four-year career records.

Great as was his rushing record on offense, his defensive
ability as a rightside linebacker was equally as impressive in
his senior year. He was a true All-American, not only on the
field of play, but in the classroom and among his fellow
students.

It will be a long time before another stalwart like “The
Hotse” enters the Wisconsin scene.

Ameche headed up a list of 10 seniors who closed out
their football careers with a well-played game against Minne-
Sota. Others were Clarence Bratt, halfback; Bob Gingress,
halfback; Ron Locklin, end; Clarence Stensby, guard; Norm

undsen, guard; Don Ursin, guard; Buzz Wilson, quarter-
back; Captain Gary Messner, center, and James Temp, end.

Attendance-wise, Wisconsin played to nine sellout crowds

at home and away, the total attendance being 524,165, an
all-time record.

A

B Porsaiuadll

Against the Gophers, in his Badger
finale, Alan (The Horse] Ameche
scored two TDs and played a
bang-up defensive game—like the
All-American he is! Above, he
roars for three yards and Wiscon-
sin's third score,

AMECHE

Wisconsin 27, Illinois 14
November 13

UNTIL Wisconsin’s weight and power advantage became
evident in the waning moments of the third quarter, the
Badgers' ultimate 27-14 conquest of Illinois at the latter’s
Homecoming game Nov. 13 seemed to the 71,191 spectators
only a wishful thought on the part of Wisconsin rooters.

It took some breaks to Wisconsin’s advantage to turn the
tide in favor of the Badgers but that's football. Wisconsin
has lost games in much the same fashion as it has won them,
an incident common in the annual Big Ten grid campaign.

At any rate, the fired-up Illini had the best of the Badgers
until the roof fell in on them late in the game. Its line out-
charged the Wisconsin forward wall and, in general, the Illini
had charge of the first half of play.

Neither team approached a scoring position in the first
quarter but just before the period ended, Illinois fielded a
punt and took possession on its 46. J. C. Caroline, apparently
healthy and ready after several weeks’ of enforced idleness,
gained three yards but Woodson was tackled for a five yard
loss by Jim Temp. But, as was the case most of the game, the
Illini had the ability of making a long gainer on third down.
In this instance, Lindbeck found Mickey Bates with a pass



that gained 19 yards to the Wisconsin 38. Caroline picked
up six yards as the quarter ended, and, with play resuming
in the second quarter, made enough for a first down on the
Wisconsin 28.

Lindbeck, back to pass, was thrown for a yard loss. Temp,
hurt on the play, was taken out and did not return that after-
noon. Caroline then added three yards and Lindbeck passed
to Woodson in the flat. Woodson was hit hard, fumbled and
the ball rolled to the Wisconsin 13 where Illinois recovered
for a first down.

It took only three more plays for the touchdown, First
Lindebeck tried a sneak for three, Caroline got three at tackle,
and Woodson slipped around the Wisconsin right end for
the score. Wiman booted the point and with 11:30 left in
the first half, Illinois led by a 7-0 score.

After an exchange of punts late in the period, Wisconsin
took over on its 38. Billy Lowe shot through tackle for five
yards, then took a pitchout from Haluska to gain seven more,
putting the ball in midfield. Haluska fired a long pass which
Howard caught on the Illinois 25. He ran to the Illinois 19,
was hit hard, fumbled but recovered the ball for a first down
on that point. Gingrass at left half slammed through for three
and in shots at the line, Thomas, who had replaced the ailing
Alan Ameche after four minutes had elapsed in the game,
picked up the yards that made it a first down on the Illinois 8.

Lowe chipped in with a yard gain, Thomas added three,
and then Gingrass sped around right end, cut in and scored
standing up. Buzz Wilson booted the point and the game,
with 4:49 left in the second quarter, was all tied up 7-7.

The Illini, however, came right back, Lindebeck taking
the kickoff on his 24 and returning to midfield. He passed
to Bates for 11 yards, then hit for another seven yarder, this
time to a tackle, Oliver, who was eligible because of the
unbalanced lineup.

Wisconsin braced momentarily, dropping Lindebeck for a
five yard loss but Caroline scooted 17 yards around end on
third down . . . and Wisconsin took time out. Jefferson, right
half, ran for nine yards and Bates, the fullback, on a reverse,
got to the Wisconsin 4 before he was stopped. Caroline
buzzed around end on the next play for the TD and Wiman
converted. That made the score 14-7 in favor of Illinois and
the quarter ended seconds later with Wisconsin on the mid-
field stripe.

Right at the outset of the second half, Wisconsin had a
good chance to score, Miller intercepting an Illinois pass
on the Badger 40 and racing back 34 yards to the Illini 26.
However, a back-in-motion penalty coupled with a stiff I1li-
nois defense held up Wisconsin and Illinois took over on
downs on its own 24.

A moment later, Illinois also had a good chance when
Lowe fumbled Caroline’s punt and Illinois recovered on the

Here was a well-executed short pass from Miller to Locklin that
gained ten yards to the four yard line and set up Wisconsin's first
touchdown against the Gophers. Locklin got hold of the ball on the
ten yard line.

Wisconsin 34. A penalty for having an ineligible man down-
field on a pass attempt hurt this chance and Wisconsin got
the ball finally on its own 30.

Thomas stopped a minor Illinois threat later in the period
by intercepting a pass on the Wisconsin 48 and returning
to the Illinois 46. Things started to go in reverse for Wis-
consin as Haluska was smothered on a pass attempt, losing
10 yards. Wisconsin, on the next play, was penalized 15
yards for illegal use of hands, making it first down and 33
to go on the Wisconsin 29. A pass on the next play was
incomplete and on third down, a screen pass to Bratt was
Sloxgllplete but only added a three yard loss to the staggering

eficit.

At this point, the control of the game completely changed
hands and Dame Fortune smiled benevolently upon Wiscon-
sin . . . in fact beamed.

Levenhagen punted but the ball was partially blocked,
spinning crazily forward where it was deflected again by an
Illinois player. When they finally uncovered the pileuj:, it
was Clarence Bratt of Wisconsin who had the ball and, of
course, it was first down for the Badgers, this time on the
Wisconsin 38.

From here, the Badgers started to look like themselves
again and the resemblance to former victory showings was no
coincidence minutes later,

Levenhagen promptly banged through tackle as the Wis-

el
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consin attack shifted to inside stuff and Bratt added seven
more. Thomas and Levenhagen chipped in with five yards
altogether and it was third and five on the Tllinois 42 when
the third quarter ended.

Gingrass opened the final period with a shot over tackle
good for six yards, added two more, and Bratt really stirred
the stands with a stampede of 14 yards around end.

That made it first and 10 on the Illinois 20. Haluska hit
Locklin for 11 yards, Gingrass carried to the Illinois 4 but
Ilinois was offside, so the ball was left where it was downed.
Bratt picked up two and Gingrass shot through tackle for
the touchdown. Wilson tied up the count at 14-14 with a
successful conversion.

Gingrass kicked off to Caroline who was downed on the
lllinois 10 and Illinois, failing to move the ball, punted to
Bratt on the Illinois 41. Two plays failed but Thomas, on
a fullback draw play, boomed for 11 yards. Bratt made a
yard and Haluska’s pass was incomplete.

Again Dame Fortune smiled favorably on the Badgers.
Haluska's third down pass was intercepted on the Illinois 10
by Lindbeck who got all the way back to the Illinois 40.
However, Bates was charged with pass interference and Wis-
consin was given the ball on the Illinois 15.

Bratt immediately slammed through the middle for nine
and Thomas added three for a first down on the Illinois three,
from which point Gingrass scored on an end run. He also
booted the extra point and Wisconsin led 21-14 with 6:20
left in the game.

After the kickoff, Jefferson fumbled on the first running
play and Gray recovered for Wisconsin on the Illinois 33.
Gingrass and Bratt got the necessary yardage for a first down
in two quick opening plays. Thomas took a pitchout from
Miller and ran for seven after which Bratt hit for eight big
yards to the Illinois 8.

Bratt took the ball for two quick thrusts, the TD coming
on a four-yard dive over the line. Gingrass missed the con-

OTHER SCORES

November 13 November 20

MI!'.lnesolu 22, lowa 20 Ohio State 21, Michigan 7
0!“.,. State 28, Purdue 6 Northwestern 20, lllinois 7
I"‘:_hlgun 33, Michigan State 7 Purdue 13, Indiana 7
"éiana 14, Northwestern 13 Michigan State 40, Marquette 10
Rice 29, Texas A& M 19 Notre Dame 34, lowa 18

Rice 6, Texas Christian 0

—All photos courtesy Wisconsin State Journal.
Sequence photos by Edwin Stein.

version but the score stood Wisconsin 27 Illinois 14 with
3:20 left to play.

Ilinois took the kickoff and, taking to the air, fairly flew
down the field to the Wisconsin 25. The Illini failed on a

fourth down pass when the gun ended the game, the ball
being on the 20.

Wisconsin 27, Minnesota 0

ISCONSIN PLAYED the best 60-minutes of football

it displayed during the 1954 season in defeating
Minnesota by a 27-0 count. From the start of the game, it
was immediately apparent that the Badgers were ready for
the Gophers and the game never once gave the aspect that
something else besides a Badger triumph would result.

In the victory, Wisconsin's defense was terrific, particu-
larly against passes. Badger secondary backs intercepted seven
Minnesota tosses to set a new Big Ten single game mark
while Clarence Bratt, senior right halfback, also established
a conference mark, previously held by many, by stealing four
Gopher aerials.

Ameche, slowed up considerably by a sprained ankle, was
not able to carry the ball with his usual success but his
defensive play in the first half was a tremendous factor in
stifling any Gopher threats.

Wisconsin won the toss in this final game and elected to
receive. However, the Badgers couldn’t move past the Wis-
consin 21 and Gingrass punted to Dick McNamara who was
downed on the Minnesota 39. On third down, Gingrass
intercepted a Swanson pass and ran 18 yards to the Minne-
sota 31. Here a penalty turned up to ruin a possible Badger
threat, Wisconsin giving up the ball on downs on the
Minnesota 27.

Minnesota failed to gain, so punted to Bratt who was
stopped on the Wisconsin 30. This time, the Badgers were
not to be stopped.

On a reverse, Bratt took the ball on the single wing and
raced for six yards. Ameche, off the single wing, bucked
center for two, and Miller, still using the same formation,
sped for 13 yards to a first down on the Minnesota 49.

Ameche was stopped for no gain, Miller ran for eight on
a keeper, and Ameche followed with a four yard tackle
thrust to put the ball on the Minnesota 37. Locklin just
missed Miller's pass on the next play and Ameche ran for
four yards on a pitchout. Miller, back to pass, found Temp
in the clear for an 18 yard gain and that made it first down




Big 10 Standings
(Final)
W L T Pct.
OhipiState = - 7 0 0 1.000
WISCONSIN ___________ 5 2 0 714
Michigan: - - - & - 5 2 0 714
Mingesota - -0 0 4 2 0 667
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Bardue: s 3 3 0 .500
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Mhelh: Sfate. - > 0 L 1 5 0 167
Northwestern ___________ 1 5 0 167
Hhagis fo o na e 0 6 0 .000

on the Gopher 15 yard line.

Bratt made only one on a quick opener, then Miller jump-
passed for 10 yards to Locklin. Going into the single wing
on the four yard line, Miller bowled over tackle for the
first touchdown of the game, with 2:56 left to play. Wilson
converted and Wisconsin led 7-0.

Within the next five minutes, Wisconsin boosted that lead
to 20-0. Minnesota received the kickoff and took possession
on its own 26. The hard charging Badger line rushed Quist
on his first pass attempt and threw him for a 10 yard loss.
Dick McNamara was set back three yards on a sweep and
Quist punted to Bratt at midfield. Bratt, who played prob-
ably the best game of his career, snaked his way back on
the punt return before he was finally brought down on the
Minnesota 29.

Once more, Miller called for the single wing and, as tail-
back, took the ball and raced down the sidelines to the one-
yard line where he was pushed out of bounds. Ameche was
stopped at the goalline in a try at center but he blew tackle
wide open on the next play, hurtling into the end zone for
the second touchdown of the game. This time Shwaiko tried
the conversion but it was wide, so Wisconsin's score was
13-0 with 14:54 left of the second quarter.

The third touchdown was not long in coming. Gingrass
kicked off to Cochran, who ran back to the Minnesota 42.
However, Minnesota was charged with clipping and the ball
placed on the Minnesota 27.

Quist was rushed on the first play, fumbled the ball but
Dick McNamara recovered for Minnesota after an eight
yard loss. Bob McNamara got but one yard on a center
thrust and Quist, again being rushed hard, finally went out
of bounds for another eight yard loss. On punt formation,

Quist was slow in getting off the kick and Messner reached
in to block the punt. The ball bounded off the ground and
Amundsen grabbed it on the 12 yard line, dashing back to
the Minnesota three before he was hauled down.

Ameche immediately crunched over tackle for the touch
down and Shwaiko's conversion try was good, putting the
score at 20—0 with 12:58 left in the period.

From then on the play centered in midfield with neither
team making a serious invasion threat until the last play
of the half when Bratt ran 26 yards to the Minnesota 34
only to fumble and have Minnesota recover.

Waisconsin outgained Minnesota 180 yards to 19 in pass-
ing and rushing the first half and held the ace fullback of
the Gophers, Bob McNamara, to just 15 yards in 7 tries.
Minnesota only completed one pass in nine attempts and
had three intercepted in the first two periods.

Minnesota started out the third quarter with a sustained
drive on the kickoff which brought it 40 yards to the Wis-
consin 21 and first down. Here, the Badgers braced. Bob
McNamara netted only four yards in two carries and then
Swanson was dropped for a nine yard loss by Wells Gray.
A fourth down pass failed and Wisconsin took over on
its 26.

The Badgers picked up one first down but were short on
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the next series, Gingrass punting out of bounds on the
Minnesota 12. Bob McNamara added up drives of two and
four yards but Cochran’s pass on third down was grabbed
by Bratt who returned nine yards to the Minnesota 16.

In three plays, Wisconsin had its fourth and final touch-
down. First Bratt sped around end for seven yards, then
Gingrass smacked through right tackle for five more. Bratt
again swept left end, going the remaining four yards to the
score. Shwaiko booted the point and the scoring ended at
27-0.

Minnesota came back moving some 40 yards to a first
down on the Wisconsin 34. Here Bratt came up with another
interception, stealing a Swanson pass on the 19 and return-
ing to the Wisconsin 26. A penalty of 15 yards plus a
fumble set the Badgers back to their 14 and Gingrass got
off a quick kick to the Minnesota 47 where Swanson fielded
the ball and got back to the Wisconsin 44,

A third down pass by the Gophers was intercepted by
Bratt who made a great diving catch of the ball but Minne-
sota returned the compliment three plays later when Bob
McNamara snared a Miller aerial. The Gophers then com-
pleted two of four passes to reach the Wisconsin 19 but on
the first down play, Messner intercepted a Swanson pass
on the 13 and returned for six yards.

On second down, Billy Lowe scampered 27 yards around
end but a clipping penalty discounted that gain to five yards
... and soon Wisconsin had to punt again. Minnesota gained

ossession on its 30 and two quick passes were completed
For a total of 31 yards. Three more plays found the Gophers
on the Wisconsin 26 but they were a foot short of the neces-
sary distance four plays later.

Taking over on its 17, Wisconsin made a bid for another
score. Levenhagen carried for six, a pass by Haluska was
incomplete, but Lowe, on a pitchout, ran left end for 15
yards. On the following third down, Haluska passed to Lowe
who ran out of bounds after a 49 yard gain. But Haluska's
next pass was intercepted on the goalline by Swanson and
the game ended on the next play.

Quarterback Jimmy Miller's running sparkled in the Minnesota game.

Below, he's taking off on a big gain to the one-yard line. The Badgers
scored two plays later.
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This is the last in a series of
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published for its members each fall
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BASKETBALL, 1954

A 22-game varsity basketball sched-
ule is on tap for the school year of
1954-55 at the University of Wiscon-
sin. Fourteen of the games will be Big
Ten conference contests. Coach Bud
Foster's Badgers open the season on
Dec. 4 at Notre Dame. The schedule:

Dec. 4—Notre Dame at Notre Dame,
Ind.
6—Western Michigan at Madi-
son.
11—Oklahoma at Norman.
13-—Missouri at Columbia.
18—Louisiana State at Madison.
20—Tulane at Madison.
29—Princeton at Madison.

Jan. 1—Illlinois at Champaign.
3—Ilowa at Madison.
8—Michigan State at East Lan-

sing.
10—Michigan at Ann Arbor.
15—Indiana at Madison.
17—Butler at Indianapolis, Ind.

Feb. 5—Michigan State at Madison.
7—Indiana at Bloomington.
12—0Ohio State at Madison.
14—Purdue at Lafayette, Ind.
19—Illinois at Madison.
21—Minnesota at Madison.
26—Northwestern at Evanston, Ill.
28—Purdue at Madison

Mar. 5—Minnesota at Minneapolis.
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- Always

for any size home, any fuel, any type of
heating system. Furnaces, boilers, winter air
conditioners, conversion burners, unit heaters
— sized and priced to meet your needs and
budget. For perfect heating comfort, insist
on Mueller Climatrol.

COOLING

residential and commercial; complete year
‘round air conditioning and space cooling.
Wide selection of sizes and styles for new and
old homes and buildings. Engineered by ex-
perts for your complete comfort satisfaction
— backed by the Big Name in Heating and
Cooling — Mueller Climatrol.

wonderful weather indoor

INCINERATORS

a new home comfort and convenience pro-
duct from Mueller Climatrol. Dispose of your
garbage and trash, automatically — without
smoke or odor. Eliminates outdoor garbage
can and trash burner; burns anything com-
bustible, including magazines, rinds, bones,
old shoes, etc. Available in de luxe white or
standard grey models.
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