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2 The following is the list of advertisers ; ANNOUNCEMENT. 

> i : present issue, allof whom we would =~ ; Sarat 
Bs a 1 on Me rounetrocieere = WING: to the severe illness of our 

, Fee EER ter aoe a Pp i 0 Mr, E, Tipper, we approached Mr. 
SupplyeDealers W. Abram, of Beecroft, whether 

f BPD iy emer: he will assist us in editing the “ A.B.B.” 
* ‘Walter 8. Cowell, Albert St., Brisbane, Q We are glad to announce that Mr. Abram 

4 8 has promised his aid. _ 

< ’ Trusting that our readers will appre- 
Queen Raisers. ciate our choice and that the paper will 

continue mereasing in favour. 
W. Abram, Beecroft. “ AustRALIAN Bre Bunierm,” 

J. Drage, Hast Adelaide, S.A. ee 

i M. Armstrong, Rosaville Apiary, West BEEKEEPERS ! 
‘ne Maitland, N.S.W. b Ridteoiaeerl 4 rah 

Whilst moving in the matter of uniting 
ie ; the fraternity, which takes a considerable 

amount of my time, I have now been asked 
Ti to assist Mr. Tipper, and I have consented 

Honey Tins. to help to the best of my knowledge and 
- Chown Bros. and Mullholland, Ltd., ability. Both concerns may be carried to 

Thomas St., Ultimo, Sydney. success together ; but in order to succeed 
he Lies Pa in my humble attempt, I desire every 

W. L. Davey, Fairfield, Victoria. beekeeper’s help. It is a beekeeper’s 
i journal, and it is to the advantage of all 

—— if you contribute towards progress. 
i 5 Thus I invite you to set to work and 

t Miscellaneous. write something concerning beekeeping. 

“Prescott, Limited, 336 & 338 Sussox-st, Every little helps, : 
Sydney. As I am inexperienced in the new 

% work, I shall be glad if you will kindly 
- Sayers, Allport Prop., Ltd., 4 O’Connell point out any error or mistake. I hope, 

Street, Sydney. however, that Mr. Tipper will soon be
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restored to his former good health. In About forming a beckeepers’ associ- ‘ 
the meantime he has our sympathy and ation, I think it is badly wanted, oe 
best wishes for a speedy recovery. especially after your report in the 

Yours truly, “A.B.B.” of April 30th. No wonder 4 
W. ABRAM. you and your sons left, as we do not want 

——— ee ee Sihootnes of that sorts eee a have «4 
beekeepers’ meetings, let it be ruled over 

LI RI INIT N INI AS ~ by scree are fiesonding on their bees ¥ 
for a living, and nota lot of business men 

s¢CORRESPONDEN CE. of other trades. I am quite willing e a, 

join if a Beekeepers’ Association is formed, 
NIL NSS NIL AINE" as what will help one state will help 4 

In submitting correspondence received ®00ther. I would not be able to attend 4 
by me regarding the formation of an 1 person at any of the meetings as I am 

organisation, I desire to state that I haye % long way from N.S.W. 
many others who state their willingness : 
to oa: but simply say yes. In the Peane tal yor erolwells ‘ 
circumstances a successful start is now T remain, 
assured, and Iam submitting by circular Yours Truly, & 
a short set of rules, as also names for the A. R. BELL. 
executive. These live near Sydney; but -( 
they are only to carry out what the | 
majority vote of members indicate. Mr. Beeville, ‘ 
Niven and others, although hundreds of Howell Road, 
miles from me, express their views in Inverell. os 
conformity with mine. Mr. Abram, 

Being pressed for time, Iam unable to ar Sir, I read, with interest, your 
thank every beekeeper individually for jotter to beekeepers in the April pee ‘ 
his generous, straight and honest contri- 97 the “A BB.” I was surprised to see 

bution to assist me-—but not me—nay, the names of no beekeepers on the < 
the industry ; and I take this opportunity committee. When beekeepers’ associa- 
to express my heartiest thanks to all, tions are formed in this manner, I think . 
hoping that none will ever regret the it is high time for beekeepers who are help. Continue to help the advancement endeavouring to make a livelihood by 4] 
of our industry, and successisours. We beekeeping to look after their own Z 
have neglected it too long, or rather, we intorests, which I consider we are quite have leftitin the hands of those that sh15 to do if we go hand in hand. T am A 
had not our interests at heart. Have ready and willing to join a real live boo- “ 
faith and trust one another of our occu- keepers’ assotiation; but I would like s 

pation; but beware of those others very much to see you president of the interested ; their See iis Not ours. samo, I feel confident that you could a 
dates pers ete not such duffers as others handle the reins well. give you credit 

want to make them to be. At any rate, fo» leaving the meeting when you saw ¢ 
now is the time to provo it. how things were carried on. I quito 

W. ABRAM. agree with you remembers submitting 
Rae their votes by post, as a large number of | 

Border Town, S.A. _ beekeepers cannot attend in person. 4 
Mr. W. Abram, 

Dear Sir,—Your circular to hand, also I have had a fair honey season, e 
other matter, and thanks forsending same. although a short one. I extracted 550
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60 Ib. tins of honey. J have not sold Mr. Abram is, I think, just the man to 
-~ +much yet. Iam holding it for 34d., as ‘get this important business going, and 

it is tirst class honey. beekeepers of this State have an oppor- 
s I remain, tunity now of, forming themselves into 

Yours faithfully,  - a strong union, which will be a power of 
b. JOHN PENNINGTON. good in every way towards improving the 

oe position of the bona fide beekeeper. . 
v eee, co atione eli a wacmiber! or the Last month 1} tons of prime honey 

Stawell and District Association, and an (Western), went from here to a Sussex 
~* ex-member of the V.A.A. Do you mean Street merchant, and realised according 

,  toforma N.S. Wales association or a 10 the merchant’s showing 23d. and 24d., 
Federal Association. If you mean the major portion of course bringing 

,. Federal, I’m with you. If you mean 24d.; but the tare deducted reduces the 
™ NSW... well I would like to seo all ‘Price to 2d. and 24d. Now I would liké 

- beekeepers in N.S.W. form an associa- 10 ask, is there any industry which has to 
tion, as they must find a benefit by so submit to such gross unfairness in the 

> doing, if itis only to bring pressure on Matter of tare as the honey man? Yet 
Parliament to frame laws for their benefit We 0 on allowing strangers to handle 

#- and preserve the timber from destruction, OU" produce, instead of distributing it 
J. BR. MORGAN. through our own agency. I submit that 

“ae Madsville. Vic. if a client purchases a tin of honey, he 
: should be compelled to pay for the exact 

"A ilemnores nett weight ; but as it is now, according 
“a Mr. W. Abram, Beecroft. a on Se ee the pe 

Dear Sir,—I have your favour enclos- ©288er 18 allowed tor whe eRe wae 
ing ballot paper. It goes without saying does not drain from the tin. So, there- 
that I am in favour of a beekecpers’ fore, the better and thicker the honey, 

» association; but not in favour of fo. It the greater the tare. Another question 
is unfortunate that bona fide beekeepers 1, What becomes of the pone which is 

.. are not better represented on the com- ™arked up against us as Tare : 5 
mittee of the present association; but I. The ‘Trunkey Bee Farmers’ Associa- 

» don’t think it is in their best interests to ton is with Mr. Abram, and they have 
form another association antagonistic to directed me as Secretary to communicate 

+ it—better I think to strengthen the With him, with a view of assisting to 
present one so that it shall represent the finance his scheme for a start. 

~ majority. I should be sorry if bee- ee faithfully 
keepers were deprived of the services of i 2 

> sole of the present officers just because EDGAR F. HUNTER. 
they live in or near the city. We must Cee 

* have some one there to look after our To the Editor “A.B.B.” 
interests. Dear Sir, 

a : Yours faithfully, I am very pleased to see by last 
= FE. J. McILVEEN. “A.B.B.” that Mr. W. Abram is making 

ee an effort to start a beekeepers association 
oe Trunkey. on a better system than those of the past. 

. The Editor “ A.B.B.” For many years my idea to carry on the 
. Dear Sir. x work of a beekeeper’s association is 

I notice in your issue of April 30th, much on the same lines as those 
., that Mr. Abram has started the ball put forward by Mr. Abram. In 

rolling in the right direction, inconnection forming the executive committee it 
with the formation of beekeepers’ union. should consist of Beekeepers that will
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pledge themselves as willing to Hoping all interested in beekeeping ‘+ 
sou if necessary, fre ues nes during will give their help to build up a strong 
the year; five would be enough as a association. * 
committee ; if there should be any With best wishes, 
difficulty in getting that number, the W. NIVEN Sev., 
work could be done very well by three: Sweet Home Apiary, 
a president, vice-president, secretary and Eugowra. 5 
treasurer to be one. I would be in a 
favour of the executive to meet early in Gunner y 
September each year; the annual meet- m, yy W. Abram. os é 

ing, election of officers, conference, &c. Sir—Having read your letter in the 
6 a held during the aster holiday in last issue of the “A.B.B.,” re a beo- f 

po oney- keepers’ association, I entirely fall in 
a 4 ith your views of the matter. What ™ 

I do not approve of the idea to think ‘ ea A hat men who lave wostake or very little we want is an association of beekeepers ; ‘ 
Bat WEEE Tes d not one of parasites, who know absolutely 

ie pee a ee Be ae nothing about the mysteries of a bee- 4 
3 ? hive. 

expecting too much. If we want ‘ 
the interests and matters appertain- y : eaLOUy ie avy a s ao aoe i ae A 
ing to beekeeping looked atter, we BEL BE tare cutee sts ae’ tars, anaes eae ‘4 % F a I would willingly join a beekeepers’ asso- 
must do it ourselves. Those beekeepers Ganoniancter any nae 4 Veould. cua 
having the)largest number of hives, pro- |. a 8 Meee SUD EOT Eaeeuuae? 
viding they are qualified, should form Proviens ah Wes Composed ch eemcn aaa. fia lexecuuve lu eorlein nou boneet those interested in the industry ; not ones 
aneeaele a ey Seep ce oa ae like you said were elected at that meeting 

to the advantage of those eens tne el oe ce Syeney. ee 
with aless number of hives. In this WU Sue) men Be eae Cae Rinne aunt eirol cr cee ee the interests of the beekeeper. I fancy 

ducers of honey, and well qualified to He contr together, we. can look etter . Poel ae -, ourown interests better than outsiders. 
help in working up an association as it 7; . . FR GRIA Goma hot oetheciewill” come Tintend to go into the business on a 4*1 

forward and offer their Actes I am Ee ae H only have ag present i 
willing to give any help I can, but would i, i fe a Bae nee pore ae 

é eS prefer to see younger men in owing to old age, is going out of the @ 
usiness. 

There is no doubt the cause of Last year was a very good year with 
failure in the work of beekeepers me. I extracted about 8 tons of honey 
associations in the past has been through ‘rom 46 hives, my largest yield from one 
beekeepers living a great distance from hive being 300 lbs. I consider that very 
one another and unable to attend meot- fair for an amateur. ‘This season has 
ings. eae very poor here; practically no Me) 

oney. 
The suggestions put forward by Mr. Again hoping ere long we will have a ? 

Abram, a circular to each member, and strong beekeepers’ association. I will 
vote by post, should overcome the diffi- draw my letter to a close. TrustingIam <¥ 
culty. I would like to see an association mot encroaching too much on your valu- 
with a large roll of members; but hold able time, « 
the opinion that all questions of vital I remain, 
importance to the beekeeping industry Yours ete., 4 
should be decided by beekeepers only. J. GORHAM Jon.
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Mr. W. J. Benson writes :~-In refer- given it my thoughts; but I am sorry to ” 
~ ence to a bee-farmers’ asociation, I wish say that I have little hope that ‘the 

, you every success. It is by the united members for continuous time will have 
actions of bona fide beekeepers that our interest to keep the union in flourishing 

, .. business will be made what it should be. conditions : —first, beekeepers live too far 
Other trades people have their associa- apart; second, beekeeping is an occupa- 

» tion, and why not bee-farmers. ‘There tion which leaves them in poor cir- 
ee es of others who pee bee and eee consequently the specialist 

. ave other means of making a living has not the cash for such outlay, and the 
besides these, who ruin the basiiele as mixed farmer does not cave ® fe how 

+ their product is sent to market in any things go. ‘Tho same applies to your 
slip-shod fashion, and thoy do not care intended assisting the editing of the 

a what they get so long as their product is ‘A.B.B.”’ You are too straight. What 
¥ ae am, willing 2 do S i oe o : ae es and Eee 

beekeepers’ association. would not writing on bees, ete, gains you may by © 
join unless it consists of practical bee- your straight going e ee lose. ae 

’ men, There are many matters in connec- sult: Plenty of work, expenses, irrita- 
, tion with the business that should receive tion and anger. You -ounnot sorve tio 

_ attention. I must congratutate you, Mr. masters at the same time. But I am 
us ee for your outspoken views in last with you in your undertaking to form a 

issue of the “ A.B B.” union, 

A Mr. John Smith says: We should Mr. EST i ite i 

have an association, but it should be favour A the becheSpon! asuonete a 
“ % re si t 

: oped of eee ae know some- he considers that bees and the industry 
ee sy out the requirements of the vant protecting, and also our timber, as 
ma ae : we depend on the forests for the bulk of 

: zr. Hunter, Hon. Sec. T.B.A. writes: our honey crop. 
Greatly pleased to see yours headed a - . 

_» ‘Beekeepers Beware.” You have, . Mr. J. a pane Esl ae consider 
indeed, struck my key note too. I am advisable for a beekeepers’ association 

- calling a mectmg of our association, 10 be formed. a Hocossary: for 
representing close on 3000 colonies, with the advancement o : eandusiy | a 

= avview of joining with you and assisting though Sydney is too far away for me to 
you all in our power. We hope to attend meetings, your would take much 

- yepresent 5000 colonies next year. interest in the proceedings transacted 

Trusting you will be inundated with thereat. a 
+ letters from beekeepers relative to your | Mr. W. Muir is in favour of forming a 

, _ Project. union by men that have experince in bee- 

Mr. N. C. Sorensen is in favour of keeping, es ue mee his could tall 
~ forming the association, providing it does about bees ; } we wt a eae ae 

not prevent him doing his business in his about bees there would es ie ee 
~ ownway. He has always been getting qu liioay @ saecen On Olea em ag 

fair price for his honey. a a ee that my help can help 
; é ‘0 get ib going. 

»* Mr. R. W. Pierce—I think a purely a ie - ts 7 Ty} : 
beekeepers’ association is needed, and I Be coin oe OM eee ast 

’ approve of your suggestions in the S0280R {as COD ONE OU Noxt 
“ABB? promises to be better if we get rain soon. 

i Mr. EH. Fritz, Woodstock writes :— G.ES., Okaiawa.—The old gin ease style 
Regarding the new beekeopers’ union of keeping bees is prohibited by the N. 
you intend to bring to life, I have lately Z. Government. It is high time they did
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so. It keeps down disease, and the bee- Suacxsrep Exxcurrys. (Alphabetic.) J 

moth, being the large moth, which is f 

very destructive. Very few people ABRAM, W., Beecrott, { 

around here have Italian bees, having BRANCH, J. J., Enmore, « 

chiefly black bees. Most people who [ORD, H., Technical College. ) 

go in for beekeeping just keep a few as cae Zs oe, 

a bye product. This is a great place for PARRY, J., Narara and Parliament 

honey production, especially for quality, House, y 

being an abundance of white clover, and PARKER, D. W. Turramurra. & 

it always finds a ready sale at 4d. per lb. : 

ee N.B. You are requested to strike out 

Bae any name you object to, and submit 

PROPOSED RULES (subject to another instead, or add thereto ~d 

alteration). others, and to state opposite each 

+ Seas name: president, secretary, etc., a 

Sryvzrep: Tau CommonweALTH Brx- then address to me at your earliest, ‘ 

xuzpuns’ UNION. as it is intended to publish results in 4 

i Ee a i the June “A.B.B.” i 

1, Objects and aims to aid and assist 4 

beekeeping in all its branches. If you enclose postal 5/- note for mem- 

2, Members are beekeepers, or have bership, I will hold myself responsible for < { 

particular knowledge of bee-culture. same and remit to the duly elected 

fy treasurer. hy 

3, President, secretary, treasurer, and 

two other beekeepers form the Executive. Results of voting and all further infor- uN 

to carry into effect to the best of their mation will be published in the “A.B.B.,” 

knowledge, all matters submitted to them for which reason it would be advisable to . 

by members regarding union busi- subscribe thereto. The “‘A.B.B,” isnow F 

ness, being edited by W. Abram. ‘ 

4, Vital questions or subjects shall be == 

decided by members voting per post. : " 

5. Subscription to Union 45/- per Beem G a 

annum, dating from Ist of July each year, By Tueron Brown mn ** GrusaNtnes.” | 

payable in advance. ‘ Sak She : ; a4 

6, All expenses, except time, incurred I suck the dews of May and June 5 i 

by any of the Executive on behalf of the When blossom-time is young ; 

Union’s business to be paid them out of All summer long you hear my tune ae 

the funds of the Union. In spicy gardens sung; 4 | 

7, Members agree to abide by major- September days I swim amid x 

ity rule. The buckwheat’s milky foam, | 

§ All correspondence to be addressed oe ae Bae ir ie 

to the president for the time being, until eee en j 

otherwise arranged, who shall publish 1 A P 
a Ce BB” oo aa ee Sometimes where plum or peach begins, | 

Pee Mette 6a i ee te To blush I love to stay, of 
not a reader of the ‘‘A.B.B.,”) periodical 0, oe eee Be es 4 

pee eee pie ie pasturo-mint or thistle wins 
reports of the Union’s Executive works. MG fish! . i i 

5 : y flight a mile away. at 

9. Members are requested to submit A thousand circles I describe. 

to the Hxecutive matters which they Yet never where I roam , ti 

desire to be decided on by vote or refer- Forget my master and my tribe, 

endum. Nor miss the bee-line home.
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Praise pinks and milkweeds tothe bee, _—_ the past. Why not in the future? Thus 

of Wild rose and goldenrod, save the bees even if feeding is necessary. 
Or call the fragrant basswood tree It will repay you. In the meantime, 

The honey-maker’s god. make arrangements for the future. At 
But banks of bloom could ne’er delay present, the producer has all the care, 

se The call that bids me come, work and risk to bear; whereas the 
Nor tempt the hive-born heart astray dealer reaps as much as the producer by 

a That knows the bee-line home. disposing of the product. The consumer 
. hi pays a fair price—let the producer have 

There brim the crystal nectar-cups, a fair return for his trouble. That can 
; The pollen-cakes are clean, be attained by combined action. The 

There, soothed with tender music, sups —_ producer is first; the dealer, secondary 
eer The brown-eyed castle queen. consideration. Without the first the 

i ‘What wonder that I longing seek other has no standing. 
. My walls of flowery comb W. ABRAM, | 

And quit the balmiest posy’s cheek SS ee 
; To wing the bee-line home ? Size of Recs: 

‘ ‘Ye bees that walk on human feet, Sane 
You hurry everywhere, Some time ago not a little was said as 

Ne, But straight for you a shining street to getting bees of larger size, in the 
Leads homeward through the air. hope of getting larger crops of honey. 

A To find itin your evening flight, Some, however, were of the opinion that 
Unlost amid the gloam, increased size does not necessarily mean 

a Have you the light that burns at night, increased crops. Prof. Graf (Prak, 
And shows the bee-line home ? Wegweiser) says that, just as it happens 

BN: 2 ts as among men, that men under size often 
PEE ~ accomplish the most, so it is among bees. 

: ON BEES. He has been breeding from the best, and 
a Se big it so happens that his best bees are under 

hs The size, formation, and variation of the average in size. 
climate of the State are of considerable © —=————————__________ 

» advautage, as thus some districts are QUEEN-EXCLUDERS. 
favoured while others are not. Take the reeaaes 

o coastal district for instance. Had Wire v. Zc; Waar Can pe Exrrcrep 
every other part been as this there would or Wire Exonupers ? 
practically be no honey in the market ; See 
but some places fared better, and thus By E. D. Townsenp rm ‘“ Greanrnas.” 

* honey is obtainable, though price is =e 
ie advancing and likely to continue rising. For the last few years, in a part of our 

There is little chance of any remaining yards we have been using zine excluders 
~  onhand ere long. Victoria is also short to quite an extent in the production of 

of supply. This shows once again that extracted honey, and we would use them 
. beekeepers need not go begging with on all of our extracted honey colonies 

their product, especially as pastures are were it not for the fact that a season of 
> reducing; and owing to bad seasons, excessive swarming comes about one 

bees are becoming less. The coming year in three, so that at our outyards, 
, winter may tax bees considerably; there- where no one is present to hive the 

fore, every beekeeper should do his best swarms, there is considerable loss, even 
-y to carry them safely through. There are when as large a hive as a 10-frame 

better times in store for both bees and Langstroth is used for a brood-nest. 
keeper. Such has been the experience ir The loss merely of the swarms is not the
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total loss by any means, for bees when they would store honey in combs hung in 
preparing to swarm do not work with the a portico; and as long as the honey = 
same vigor as do those colonies that do keeps coming in they might store nearly 80 : : PD ce eee ; ‘ 
not acquire the swarming fever during as much in a portico in front as in the 
the honey flow, but keep on piling in the story above. The fact that more honey ee 
stores. These years of excessive swarm- is stored in the brood nest under an 
ing have caused up to work out a system excluder convinces me that, if we put ’ 
of manipulating our upper stories so as’ enough obstructions between the brood { 
to get along without excluders, and still nest and the surplus receptacle, swarming « 
have but little brood in the upper story will be the result in every instance. At f 
at extracting time. This system, how- any rate, about every third year, as I 4 
ever, has been described in previous said before, we have as many as twenty 
issues so it will not be necessary to go per cont of the colonies swarm where oy 
over the same ground again. excluders of the zinc type are used, even ‘ 

» We do not think there is much differ- oun there are plenty of drawn combs ‘i 
ence in the amount of honey stored, ®DOve. 
whether an excluder is used or not, with _The new wood wire excluder has a ‘ 
the exception, as I mentioned before, of Tittle more Opening than the zine, but it ( 
the years when there is excessive swarm- 38 4 question in my mind whether there 
ing. It is true that there will be a little ®%@ enough moro openings to make any A 
more honey in the upper stories where aseranes am ue PEeeas ue honey ae 
no excluder is used; but on the other ®bove or in the number of swarms that 
hand, there will be ‘more honey in the 18sue. i 4 
brood-nest when the excluder is used. As I mentioned at the first, it seems to i 
This extra amount of honey in the me that we do not realise the full value ' 

brood-nest is the principal cause of the of a wire excluder in _the drone-trap 
swarming fever, because the queen is emtvance-guard, or even in the wood-wire 

crowded. This is especially truo if the excluder. I think we should use an all- 
bees are three-banded. Hybrids carry #e excluder. With such a honey-board 

their stores above more freely than the ae old ee to a me ee ne of a 
pure Italians. he brood-nest caused by the reluctance é 

eos : of the bees in working through the * foe ta aineen oxelnder really emounts oraindan, for dhclooks.t0 mised thaugh i 
although the workers may move back eee . ea oo pee 4 
and forth from one story to the other at thes = = ue ey x oe eee a 
will, still there is a division between the jy.” V1 20 oxciuder atall between the 8 parts Ae eatrenemite gs Ghat ta hive and upper story. A woven-wire 4 

queen-excluder separates two stories the de ee 
bees will build queen. cells and develop a ae : B ma 8 laying queen in the upper story if there they would cluster over it as if there were 
Reabecodisrcaeut andl! ade hole aeonided nothing there, and there would be no ~, 
sotthe ae ties Gan eae h eae cells built above it either, even though . 
flights and it ths bees are let ins ie there ee One brood in the upper : 
normal colonies will be the result both story, Eo mud this) would indicate 
of which use the one common entrance that the colony was ina normal condition 7 a * asa whole; in other words, that it would 

This proves to me that the bees regard be the same as though no excluder were 4 an excluder as the top of the hive; but used. Under these conditions I think 
when they get their aye full of honey there would be no more swarming with t and brood they will crowd above and the wire excluder than without if the 
store honey in the upper part, just as proper size of brood-nest were used.
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. TRANSFERRING FROM BOX Now set the prepared hive-body on 
HIVES, the box hive, making sure that there are 

P no cracks at the sides or back, and place 
A Quick Way or Domne raz Worx 2 Short piece of plank over the porticn of 

5 Wrrnour Greatty Disrursive the box hive in front, which the new one 
ee vHE BEES. does not cover. It is best not to close up 

FE Re cee the opening in front to a small entrance, 
. By J. J. Wizper ix “ Greantnas,” Unless the apiary is large or robbers bad ; 

ileal aaa for the queen would then occupy more of 
4 Prepare as many hive-bodies, using the old comb, and delay the establishing 

full sheets of foundation in the frames, °! the brood-nost in the new hive, which 
> as there are box hives to be transferred; she should do as soon as the foundation 

and in early spring, or as soon as the a sufficiently drawn out, After all the 
-» first honey-plant begins to bloom, turn a box hives in the apiary have been thus 

box hive so that if rests on its back. treatad, and work is under headway in 
° Then, with a hatchet or ax, split the the new hives, put on supers as fast as 

front side, which is now the top, in pieces they are needed, so the queens will’ not 
cs about 2 inches wide, and remove the one be crowded out of their new quarters. 

i which has the least comb attached to it, ee eK ee 
working it out carefully so as not to tear n apiary in this condition can be oper- 

, up any comb, A long-bladed knife can ated for honey or increase,and better stock 
ii. ahoweboiscdito sour thorcomb from. the «con be introduced at the same time, and 

y rest of the strips, and remove about 12 at the close of the season or late in the 
inches of the wood in the middle, leaving fall all the bees should be driven up, and 

. just enough at either edge so that the *he new hives set down on bottom-boards. 
prepared hive when set on top will have Jf any bees remain in the box hives they 
a good level foundation to rest on. If should be jarred in front of the new 
the box hive is narrower than the now ives, and the old hives sot a fow steps 

: one, nail straight-edged strips on either VY: As soon as the bees remove all 
side, flush with tho top. the honey from these old hives they 

aoe should be taken away and the comb 
Tf the bees have not rebuilt the comb tendered into beeswax. At this time of 

b in the top of the box hive since it was the season there is little if any brood 

robbed, fill the space with straw, hay, or lost. 
~* burlap sacks, or any thing the bees will 

| not gnaw away. Ifthisis not done the If colonies in box hives are weak at 
bees will fill it with new comb, and the the time of transferring, it is best to 

, Work in the new hive will be retarded. unite several of them, which can best 
If the comb in the box hive was removed be done by preparing one hive as above 

r to a depth of over 6 or 8 inches, and not for every two or three hives to be united. 
rebuilt, reverse the hive so the top will ‘Then all colonies should be disturbed so 
be about where the entrance was, and the bees will fill themselves with honey, 
remove the cover and nail it on the bot- and cluster on some part of the hives, 

— tom end so the end of the new hive will when they may be dumped into the one 
rest on or against it. prepared for them. 

The front end of the box hive (the I have been troubled but little with 
» bottom when the hive was standing) can swarming in apiaries managed in this 

be left open; but the rear should be way, and the colonies have not failed to 
-» closed so no cool draft can pass through harvest a good crop of honey when 

it during changeable weather. seasons were favourable,
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IS DENSE SHADE OBJEC- master of bees, for there isor should be 
TIONABLE. a clearly defined line between the mere 

—- beekeeper and the apicraftsman. e 

Bees Rerurn to Hives rrom MinuEer The Rev. Emerson T. Abbot, a prom- ’ 

Escares; How ro Grape inent American apiarist and lecturer on 
Honey Property. bees and poultry at some of the agricul- 

aoe s tural colleges in North America says in 4 
By J. C, Davis in “ Guzanrves. one of a series of specially written articles 

ee ree on “Production of Comb Honey”: “It  * 
I thought that the shade might be jg the swarming bees that gather honey,” 

cena too poner in my apiary, so I in protest against the popular craze for ‘ 
rimmed the trees. At the time I did the prevention of swarming. But that 

trimming I was not sure that I was again implies a knowledge of how to 
doing the right thing, and Iam not sure hive and treat a swarm and need not be 
yet whether the shade was any disadvan- fyrther discussed here. - 

tage. Tho best colony in this yard in Th. : 5 ) 
og siaetNo em ithe) back cow) wher earliest recollection of bees that li 
Hite Meno mast thoamornidenses | Uno have was and is of a swarm that alighted 

same colony was the second best in 1907. Q” % ™mans head and faco in Horton * 
There were about 150 colonies in Sep-' Street, Port Macquarie, when I was a | 
tember, 1907. The colonies in the front YoY small boy indeed. They completely 
rows get more sunshine, and they winter ee face and he had to be led to | 

(or rather, spring) a little better, and the whore ae already placed the new 
surplus averages a little more from them. fh See 3 eady for their reception, 
Since doing the trimming, however, there Te name was James Quick, and he was 
is very little difference. The trees are i rene boots, &e., &., as well BS Oe 
second-growth oak, hickory, and elm. secon and beekeeper at Doyle's 

I use both Porter and Miller escapes, 4, peed the Plough” hotel. He kept 
and I find them both good. If I have the bees on the headlands of the garden 
plenty of time I use the Porter if not, I just inside the fences on the adjoining 
use the Miller. I have watched closely, allotment to the hotel, and had started to 

and I think that the bees all return to “8 down the swarm with the house “- 
Aivein Owahivesstron the Mallon dinner bell with the result of bringing ‘ 

T always sell honey by the case, and them down upon his own head and then 
the grocers prefer to have it that way being led to the new stand, and the bees 
when so graded. They often sell other being hived without accident to him or 7% 

ungraded honey by weight at the same them, though he had to lift the bees of 
rea the swarm clear of his mouth and nose in 

Eee order e Fea and breathe. I clearly ; 
Cama ae aa rete remember his lying down in front of 

PARUNISIEIS IETS) E) SSIETSLINICE ie box op ae oud and seeing the 
ees run into the new home prepared for 

ed BEANO thom, But the history of ecoatn ae oe 
The swarming of bees is and has lon; ory cauanoy andy HiRsunes elmer 

Reo cabiedt af ‘eon suterest to ae oes collected by me from time to 

keeper of bees, and to those who have be- i ee ia variety of sources antedated 
come interested as the result of seeing that *™"” °Von? DY many years. = 
event and the making of eager inquiries I have it in memory thata footnote in | 
of those more or less qualified to give ‘‘Langstroth’s Hive and Honey Bee,” . 
information upon that subject whichis of revised by Dadant and Son, tells that ei 
such importance to the keeper and the single colony in’ the neighbourhood of -
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» Sydney, Australia, increased by the pro- furnishes to any who can imagine the 
cess of natural swarming to three state of the roads without formation and 

- hundred in three years, a statement the rivers and creeks without bridges as 
which our auti-ringbarking friends will we know them now. Whether the bees 
probably be quick to use in the interests were closed up all the time, or only while 
of pasture preservation, for such an travelling and in actual motion, or what 

* occurrence would be impossible in the special treatment they had, I know not; 
present time and circumstances. but of this I feel sure, that they had not 

te If your readers can imagine themselves the special ill-treatment that some bees 
present and secing some six or eight get in these days of advanced beekeep- 

‘ colonies of perhaps that abovementioned ing, and please further note the drays of 
three hundred loaded on the North Coast those days had no springs and no brakes 

'* Railway of that period—a bullock dray— as we know them now. The brake of 
. one fine day by a few uniformed bee- those days was often a ‘“‘lock chain ” 

keepers (for beekeepers wore uniformsin applied to the spoke or felloe of the near 

, those remote days), but alas, those wheel, ora sappling spar rove through 

uniforms were not the badge of accredited the spokes of both wheels under the dray 

: apicraft from across the ocean, but were bottom, or as was the case in the wool- 

rather the Hall Mark of discredited drawing teams in my boyhood, a pair of 

_. citizenship, for they were probably exceptionally large and heavy “pole” 

plentifully dotted with that mark of bullocks were provided with saddle and 

+ infamy, the broad arrow, and perhaps breeching,and then they wore often helped 

the wearers move to the clink of leg-irons by the addition of a “drag” which con- 

+ and had their motions generally ordered sisted of a spar sapling cut down and 

and directed by another uniformed squad swung by its butt to the axle bed, the 

in the shape of a military guard, armed head trailing behind and helping to 

with muskets and fixed bayonets, and steady the drag with its load of a bale to 

who thence carefully escorted them along a bullock over any abrupt ‘“‘ pinch” or 

the route to one of the ferries at the down a long hill. 

-* Hawkesbury River, thence to Raymond = 
, Terrace, thence via Gloucester, along the BEEKEEPERS BEWARE. 

route over the intervening rivers, creeks, eee 

« and the thousand and one other impedi- Friend Abram asks “ Haye you any 

ments till that slowcomotive, with its better suggestion to make?” The 
precious freight of bees drawn by Balley “you” being applicable to any reader 
and Spot and Smiler and Jumper, and interested in that sense, I crave aright to 

» their bovine companions in toil landed speak suggestively outof observation and 
safe and up to schedule time in the some little experience. 

- Government Gardens at the “ Historic Party interest rests necessarily upon 

Port,” and were duly placed in position individual interest, that is self-interest. 
~ to form one of the State, or rather Rather than attemptito close out those 

Crown apiaries of the continent of Aus- who are not directly ‘honey gatherers, I 
5 tralia, where they were in full swing in should suggest that they be warmly 

1850, according to one of the “old welcomed as mutual workers because of 
~ hands” who had to do with them and their self interest. The presumption that 

. one gardener whom I knew for many the man with the goods to sell will force 
years. the market and crowd out the experienced 

. If those bees were really moved by legitimate beekeeper isa bogie. Other 

land as related to me, and not by water, natural causes regulate operations. No 

what an object lesson on the removal of business may long exist save run upon 

bees that trip from Sydney northward legitimate lines. The business man only
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seeks to got out the best he can of what labour spent; they are the primary producers; 
is going, and his help in developing a the seller is a secondary consideration. Because a 
market should not be despised. many have not carefully studied or had not long 

May Task in this relation is anyone enough experienced the many difficulties of bee- ' 
Sr AO aah Dene ode Oana craft, they rather aid the other party by dispos- 

4 ped | ; "~~" ing of their product at what is offered them, and a 
Root and his successor in developing the the legitimate beekeeper suffers thereby. When 
honey bus‘ness? Do we not all practic- adverse times arrive the inexperienced bee- % 
ally acknowledge that most of what we keeper is forced out. Not so the interested ‘ 
leropco nica Grin party. He got the best going, and he knows 4 

The business man succeeds by virtue that there will be others to help him on. It does s 
Sake eae ens tate ye a not trouble him how many may go to the wall so 

n e ¢ long as he can get the best of what is going. . 
pels him—a quality which may be How nicely Mr. Chambers puts it! But the bona 
altogether absent from other men fitted fide beekeeper also suffers; and to obyiate this 
well for work in other directions. Busi- 8 his aim. j a : 
ness men succeed solely by possession of | aa has A. x pea and his successor done 4 qualifies lacking Bi ar eiene NG amount me veloping the honey busmess in Australia? 

Seas " i ith aneye on business, American firms have { of capital is equivalent to the inherent and are pushing their wares. If that means 4 
nature force within aman In precisely helping and teaching beekeeping, then Mr. 
the same way not 10 per cent, of men Chambers may be pardoned for bringing this 
beginning as beekeepers succeed because "utter into discussion. : | 
lacking the necessary cloments of success; 1 oe Chambers’ observations are not mine, and = 
but the same is true of all effort. Stat- je or. It to beekeepers to decide to or fro. | If sat dl sh erie tg i e considers the presence of others—and voting s istics will show that abou per Cont. on bee matters—a matter of congratulations, he 
succeed in any profession calling, for is welcome toit. $ 
reflection and other powers of mind— It is hardly fair for him to say that individual i 
hence we have with us so many who call beekeepers are not willing and capable to con- ; 
themselves “workers” who remain at ‘cbtheir industry's business. What has the aes other fellow ever done to aid and assist bee- 

ead level. é keeping ?] { 
Tt absence of beekeepers from meetings W. ABRAM. 

called is matter of surprise the presence eta ss 
of others interested should be a matter of Ses aa } 
congratulation, From what in the years SEARCHLIGHT PARS. A 
I have observed, I should say efficient —— 
help would be forthcoming in this direc- By Dronz-Eyz. : > 
tio and by virtue of community of Taman a 
interests with all. The “A.B.B.” account of the Sydney ‘ 

Individual beekeepers are not often Show, though brief, is to the point. The 
“willing and capable” to spend consid- comments about the “Judging” much * 
erable time “ in the interests of other 80. A press review of the awards® and 
beekeepers,” but the other fellow touches Yesults would perhaps have the effect of 4 thon all: making persons consider the responsi- 

L T. CHAMBERS. by as well as the “honour” of ~ 
these tious i y r 

(The letter by Mr. Chambeis, will interest in je ne a faire more than 4 
beekeepers because it shows what interest the dati a ? eb euee of recommen- 
seller of the product has, namely: to get the AuOR ys stewards which the Govern- a 
best he can of what is going. Heisquite correct Ment by sub-committee system that the ‘ 
that my invitation for better suggestions applies R.A.S. appears to patronise and encour- 
to him, and sundry. The point now is—has he age notwithstanding, ¥ 
sueceeded to make a better suggestion? I fail Ne ; Sk 
to see it. Beekeepers were asked to try to see r Abram’s stirring appeal to the 1 that they manage their own business and get » beekeepers , places one public aspect of ’ fair return for their money invested, time and the situation clearly and concisely before
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them together with their duty to them- stores collected went to the side of the 
* selves and then calling: ‘I make this excluder that held the stronger colony. 

. appeal _on behalf of the industry with Like that tin super, it may be a success 
which I have been so many years con- only for ‘every one who knows how to 

, , nected and which I helped to build up.” use it.” Memo: Try again. 
Every beekeeper who knows what that Page 22 announces the severe and 

» means, will respect the strength and serious illness of Mr. Edwin Tipper, of 
modesty of that statement of the case this journal, and the consequent distress 

» when he recalls that Mr. Abram brought of his family, All beekeepers of all 
with him to this state, frame hives and ranks will jom in sympathy and regrot 

> Italian bees—Read in the light of the at the circumstances of Mr, Dipper’s 
statement, page 297, ‘Langstroth illness. 

~~» Revised,” that “ Italian Bees and move- At the recent exhibition in the Town 
* able frame hives are now a sine qua non Hall, Sydney, by the Women’s Realm 
* of success.” How much did that advent Guild, there was said to be an exhibit 

add to the bee-wealth of this State and described to the writer as a Model Bee- 
* country ? i 2 5 farm, illustrating ‘‘ What to do with our , ,, the only reply the writer can imagine girls.” In the writer’s experience in 

i the temper of legitimate beecratt be that line, the principal occupation would 
. correctly guaged will be a prompt and 19 4 get the bees out of their hair, and hearty acknowledgement of his line of noxt blue bag the stings, But seriously, 
_, argument and invitation to form a Bee- J have seen a woman who could and did keepers’ Union, and present a strong and hive a swarm—the nearest appreach to '. temperate front to all encroachments. hornets of anything I have met with; 

“ Beekeepers need no help,” . and, to make the case more difficult, the 
it seems to me that Dr. Miller and his swarm alighted on an old stump and had ‘help took great pains with their “put up to be brushed off to the ground, and run ¢ plan,” and . foundation plan,” and “two jn ‘vith not an inch of level ground ___ brood plan,” page 6, with the only “PP&t- round it upon which to set the hive, and rent object of preventing swarming by 4 white ant nest on top of the stump. hindering the queen from laying in the Se ee 

*» brood-room for ten days. 
But “T don’t know,” and as they got BEEKEEPERS’ UNIFICATION. '“ the honey, there may be more wisdom —— 

than appears at sight that “I never Now is the oportune time to evolve a  argy agin a success, &e;” but ata glance scheme, In the near future, and especi- , , if seems to me that hive was at least two ally in prosperous seasons matters will brood combs too small for such a season, present themselves, which it would be » How about a “Jumbo” or one of those well to be prepared for. Thus I am Dreadnoughts? Father Dadant advo- going to describe more fully how bee- .. cated so powerfully some years back they keepers might work in unionism for their held 11 large Quinby frames, 18x11 in., and the industry’s welfare. At the same » when the dummy was replaced by a timo I wish to add that my scheme may comb, be imperfect ; but it may lead to devise a” 
~~ That Pryal Queen system, so strongly @ plan nearing perfection, and I want emphasised by Mr. Alexander, did not every beekeeper to assist, 
* pan out the copper bottomed 18 carat In thickly populated countries, associa- jewelled in tin hole success in the hands tions and affilliations may work admir- >> of this scribe a dozen years or more back, ably; but notin Australia; we live too when tried ina small way. Ono thing. far apart to meet often in committee, now zecalled is that the bulk of the conference, ete.; therefore, other means
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should be adopted in which distance plays be. expedient and economical if the 4 
a trifling factor only, The most effective deputants lived near Sydney, since it 
seems to be by either circular or publica- must be patent to all that the metropolis 
tion, and members voting by post. Iam isthe centre of action. It would be incon- 
going to try and arrange with the venient and expensive for beckeepers < 4 
“A.B. Bulletin” to publish action and living hundreds of miles from Sydney to 
results. In this way all are having an come to thecity. But as the concern 7 
equal privilege though living hundreds grows, so may deputants be appointed in _ 
of miles apart one from another. Associ- various districts to whom members “°° 
ations on usual lines have not given make their communications and who ; 
satisfaction as we have repeatedly experi- submits them to the head. ‘Thus a 
enced, because beekeepers had little say regular network could embrace all Aus- 
in the management, thus the lack of tralia and every beekeeper be repre- © { 
encouragement to join. This no be. sented. i 
different under an entirely new scheme. g : E E nS ; 

The first and most faperan point to With this far-reaching object in NeW a ie 
settle would be the election of a small 1 would like to see this State's * 

executive, able and willing to undertake beekeepers united, and then to unite all § 
the sifting of correspondence; shaping of Australia in the one concern. For this 

formula on which beekeepers shall ‘eason I would suggest that the new < ¢ 
express their views or votes, and to organisation be styled : 
publish the results so that every member Tae ComMonwEALtH BEEKEEPERS’ J 
shall know every fact. The task may Union. ( 

prove a very arduous one, prob- Under this heading, beekeepers from @ 
ably a thankless one ; but is it not worth the other states m ay join from any time i) 

trying ? they please. The word ‘ Union.” seems 
When the executive is decided upon, more appropriate. An association is { 

there remains the drafting of afew rules governed by a committee or council. < 
for guidance, the fixing of subscriptions, The committee of a union has to consult , 4 
etc. The executive, consisting of presi- its members on all vital questions, This ~ © 
dent, secretary, eas a os com- is how beekeepers should act. a 
mittee of two or four should be sufficient. 
Their out-of-pocket expenses on behalf as oo r oe 2 ee Ae fae wf 
of members should be paid out of ou) value than a 6 Cee oer nae 

bscription, and in order to reduce . eort Olea su ipuon, A ‘ Honesty and fair play is the best founda- 
expenditure, I deem itadvisable that only 4:5, in such matters. I believe the fewer : note , i 4 
the president, secretary, and one ortwo of 414 plainer the rales the better. With — 
committee represent beekeepers on poe en a eae 

deputations, etc., unless other members a Derines a0 evelopment < 
ap. ? ’ : additions may have to be made. At 

wish to be present at their own expenses. ont it ig only necessary t fate uhoas 
a : q 

But the executive must haye your votes ae ihe Canoe ne i aa : ie “ie 

to present to the authorities, thus pre- Ths ye PSDB GYD ULON rete 

senting your views, not theirs. It may i a J 4 ) 

take a little more time to obtain members’ 1. Its aim and objects are the encour- yi 

votes, but it is much more satisfactory agement, development and assistance of ~ “ 
that every member should have a voice bee-culturo in allits branches. é 

in such matters. Itis a fallacy to sup- 2. Members shall be beekeepers, or 
pose that a large personal representation haye been beekeepers, and shall abide , < 
can achieve more than a small one of one by majority rule or vote. (N.B. Non- 

or two, so long as the few can show they beekeepers may join, but shall have no 
represent the many. It would, therefore, yote in matters concerning beekeeping.)
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8. The executive of this union shall be a difference of opinion. The 
consist of president, secretary, treasurer, main factor is that a majority be in 
and a committee of two (or four), who accord, and the minority see that the 

* shall undertake to the best of their majority is strong enough to rule. Bee- 
ability, to carry out the aims and objects keepers ought not to assume that any- 
of the union (as designed previously). thing out of proportion can be attained 

- 4, All communications shall be ad- so soon as a startis made. If unification 
dressed to the president for the time can be accomplished within three to six 

- being. months, a very great deal will be achieved, 
5, Every member shall have equal and other matters can then be dealt with 

» rights and privileges as per rules afore- as they are brought forward by members. 
said. W. ABRAM. 

: 6. The executive shall be compensated _— Italian Bee Farm, 
for expenditure on behalf of the union. Beecroft, near Sydney. 

* 7. The subscription shall be 5/- per ==————____ 
annum, payable in advance. 

Z 8. Ke rt publication is to be through a. aBRemtie ees 
the ‘“A.B.B.,” members of the union Ls 

* should be subscribers to the journal. By Lzo E, Garerey, ww “ Awertoan 
" If the foregoing suggestions approxim- Brz Toul ” 

ately meet with your views, you have a 2 Une 
_. scheme to go by, and I believe it is work- Knowing that in all linesof endeavour able. The main question then is who tho highest success has been reached only is to be the executive? Now, from the through a close concentration of pur- 

foregoing you may assume that I covet pose, and because, personally, this has — and worked for an important position in heen found best policy, I have always, at 
this concern; but that isnot so. I feel tho risk of being deomed an inconsiderate that for my health’s sake I am elready onthusiast, urgently recommended spec- doing too much, and therefore I shall be ialty for all so situated as to be able to glad to see someone else, whom you ayail themselves of tho advantages such please, to be appointed; but I will, 9 procedure affords. 

~* nevertheless, assist to the best of my Not unlike, perhaps, the majority of ability. Whosoever you appoint should those now entering the business, I was ~ have the welfare of the industry at heart, gt the time when my interest in bees and be possessed of your entire confidence. hecame aroused. engaged in general 
“ The secretary need not necessarily be a farming. Only’ after the bees oes 

great beeman, solong as he knows the mating a moro satisfactory showing than work and has the will to work for the {he other branches of my work, did the 
» benefit of all. The treasurer has just to production of honey become my specialty, 

know his 3 business. The committee Considering this fact, it is hard for me to - should consist of reputed beekeepers. believe that I am making any monu- _Now you oe oy mental mistake in becomiug optimistic 
-< views, an rT rs i r i r filing bette Tahal baie Rust ta Gan seen the future of apiculture as a 

- corrected. Though this is hardly a suitable occu- 
In concluding I may remark it must pation for those seeking unnaturally 

~ not be thought that a scheme could be large and immediate financial profits 
. evolved which would give absolute satis. still, if intelligently followed, it will in 

faction to everyone, as different minds many localities be found as remunera- 
. have different views, and in the best tive as any business of similar nature. 

of circumstances, there will always It requires, however, a steady hand and
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a complete knowledge of every feature a suitable location is absolutely neces- + 
of the work. Being qualified for the sary. For this reason, beginners should 
business, if the locality proves good, the never start with more than a few colo- et 
remuneration is sure after a sufficient mies, and accurately ascertain the re- é 
number of colonies have been acquired. sources of their locality before investing % 

The number of colonies necessary to largely. ven with poor management, | 
insure the beekeeper a living income, fair returns may occasionally be had in* « 
depends upon the man, upon the methods a first-rate locality, but where there is 
employed, and uponthe location. Though no pasturage the highest knowledge ” 
during the past season the man having comes to naught. Seldom does our & 
50 colonies in his back yard has realised locality furnish the enormous yields some- 
as much as the average farmer, such times produced in a few highly favoured ~ 
years are the exception, and on account spots, but its stability, and an immunity 
of off years, it would be safer to double from bee-diseases, make it fairly suitable ; 4 

_ that number before depending upon them for specialization. During the number 
wholly. Again, these figures relate to of yearsin which I have kept bees in ; 
the comb-honey producers. Run for this State a total failure of the nectar 
extracted, something above 100 colonies supply has been unknown. at 

a ey ee eeens but that , Notalllocalities are adapted to exclusive 

a fow colonies kept as a side line usually Ee ee ee oe ‘ 
pay well for the small amount of labour T°S™ oe oe TOG eaam ee os cae * 
their care demands, the profits from such See By oe rea Screen aL 
apiaries ar tremely small, compared Where good returns can be had, special «| 
iene ete y d oP ly be found desirable. # to what the same bees would do in the ‘Ations will generally be foun - 

hands of an expert, and under intensive Complaint is frequently made that- 
methods. In a small apiary there is through encouraging beginners, danger 
never the chance to pnt in use many of may be found in some inexperienced 
the economic practices the extensive bee- person jumping to a hasty and erroneous ¢ 
keeper generally finds lying close athand. conclusion that the bee-business is a < 
Certain it is that the need for specializa- broad avenuo to easy fortune. No advo- , 4 

tion has been discovered by a few, and cate of specialty has, however, to my 
its efficiency demonstrated. knowledge, even remotely suggested 5 

In a recent issue of one of the bee- Wisdom in such policy. For the experi- 
papers, the editor speaks highly of poul- enced beekeeper, properly situated, the < | 
try-keepiug being admirably adapted as advice so often given to eliminate all 

a side-issue for honey-producers. Unless entangling side-issues, is sound logic. “J 
raising fancy stock, the annual profit from Without thorough preparation united ‘ 
a hen is usually estimated atabout1dol with some practical experience, the one“ 
For comparison, let us say that the labor who invests heavily in bees, expecting to _ 
required to care fora hen is equal to that make of them a sole dependence, is fore- ~ 
for a colony of bees, although, in reality, doomed to almost certain disappointment. 
it is about six times as great. At this Moreover, his experience counts for little” 
rate, in our locality, a colony of pee if it has been with obsolete methods. i 

kept ina log-gum, will return a profit [he present-day beckeeper has greater 
five times that of the hen, or if in a mod- possibilities of living a Toy ee pros- wd 
ern hive, with skillful management, the perous life than he ever had before. 
bees will hold their own if a crop is §1i there remains one thing that is ‘| 
secured once in 20 years. absolutely essential to real success, and 

Few there are who have urged special- that is some knowledge of the modern 
ization but have pointed out the fact that conditions that affect apiculture.
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i BEEKEEPING IN JAPAN. We do not use honey as food, except 
te —— farmers living in mountains too far from 

A Dzsoriprroy or THe Brus, THe any villages to get sugar. Our people 
a CriImaTE, AnD or THE SourcES consume honey in medical use largely. 

. or Honny. Most of our people do not know honey as 
fa3: —-- food nor sweets on the every day-tabe. 
. By J. Hozo mw “ Guzanrnas.” Though beekeeping is in such a state, 

—— it is quite interesting to know that the 
+ The oldest record on beekeeping in our beekeepers in the province of Kii have 
history brings us back to the reign of practised migratory beekeeping for ages, * Emperor Kokyokee (600 a.p.), when Keeping extra queens to replace the 
Prince Yoha, of Corea, camo over to our Unprolific ones. Movable frames were 

y Sountry and let his four hives of bees fly Known to some of our people more than 
at Mt, Miwa, in the province of Yamato, twenty MCAS EEO but the nature of our 

* This is the first historical record wo find ees didn’t fit the improved hives, and 
on bees; but it is not clear whether we poor results followed everywhere, and the 
“had bees before that. Bees in Corea are use of them stopped generally. There 

, said to be a little smaller than ours, and ave nearly 100,000 hives in our country, 
those of Manchuria to be a bit larger, With an average of from 10 to 15 pounds 

. Perhaps all kinds of bees in the far Hast of honey. i 
are from the same original race. Mr K. Aoyagi and others saw the S defects of the native bees, and the neces- 

* From time immemorial people have sity of importing European bees to our 
. practised beekeeping in different proy- country tomake beekeeping succeed. But inces, The most noted ones are Kii, their idea did not work well until Mr. 

Shinano, and Kyushu provinces. Sothe Aoyagi succeeded in importing Cyprian: . hives kept and honey produced in these. bees. About 40 of them wero scattered 
é regions were considerable. But the way {rom his hand a different parts of the 
~ of keeping bees is not improved at all, empire, besides 35 colonies which he is ‘Chey use empty boxes or casks to put Wintering now. Through his efforts 

the swarm in, with no design of conveni- people began to see some profit in the so- 
“encing the bees. In the autumn they Called improved beekeeping, Some of 
open these, cut off the combs, put them our rich men and nobles began to be into bags, and squeeze out the honey interested in it. Among them are Count 
contained. ‘The poor bees brushed off Matzukata’s son, Baron Iwasaki, Dr. 
are left with no store for winter. Often Nagoyo, and others. In the near future 
sthey leave some part of the combs for our people will see the value of honey ae the bees. It is the habit of the Japanese food and take interest in beekeeping. 

» bees not to store pollen for the winter; The Beekeepers Union, Tokyo, under 
and as their queens cease to lay late in the supervision of Mr. Aoyagi, has at 

»autumn the honey squeezed out does not present about 250 members. The Union 
contain so much juice of pollen and 18 making steady progress, making the 

r brood ; yet the colour is very dark, with highways in beekeoping by. publishing 
a disagreeable flavour. Some practice ® monthly journal, explaining improving 
what they call a better way—cutting off beekeeping to the members. 
the combs and setting them out in. the Let me explain something about Jap- 

* sun, which willmelt the wax and let the anese bees, They are gentle, but reckless 
honey run out. Some cut off a part of and timid, getting up a stir whenever we ~the comb with honey only, and press handle them. his 1s one of the principal 
them in bags. These are considered fino yeasons why they are not fit for the 
honeys, and sell high. removal of frames; because as the hives
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are easily opened, every time they get ourisland empire, is in the temperate 
into a tumult a poor result ensues. They zone, is moderate in winter, which is« 
love their queens too much, and like to comparatively short except in those parts | 
be gathering too much, This is facing the Japan Sea, where snow comes * 
the reason the use of supers is deep in winter. Hakone, where Mr. 
decidedly impracticable to them. They Aoyagi has his apiary, is the summer and 
are very sensitive, too, so they winter resort, both for foreigners and 
work well as far as the condition natives. Surrounding mountains and ” 
of hives is all right; but if they find hot springs everywhere in the ranges« 
something in the hive they don’t like make the place more charming. The~ 
they cease to work, and runaway. They winter we have here is very moderate— , 
are a hardy race for winter, but fear the with only a little snow occasionally 
heat in summer; they are weakindefend- during winter, and the thermometer 
ing themselves against moth; soifwene- rarely goes lower than 82 (indoors). 
glect this in summer, orin caseoftoomuch ‘The province of Kii, noted for its bee-») 
moth trouble, they leave the hives. keeping from olden times, is warmer 
They never accept foreign queens, and than here, So you can see that we are; 
this is the reason of our difficulty in much favored in our beekeeping so far 
improving bees. The cells are a bit as the climate is concerned. ‘ 
smaller and the walls weaker than those Testor | 
of European bees, so the foundations we ue Prants And FLowers. S 
get from your country are not liked by As for the honey-plants, we can not 
them, and sometimes they build drone say which is the principal one, like‘. 
combs on your worker foundation, The clovers and basswood in America. Each _ 
queens are quite prolific, but good province or region has its own trees an& 
swarmers; and when they swarm they plants cultivated, such as apples, pears, 
‘gather on trunks of trees 15 to 20 feet peaches, oranges, persimmons, buck- 
feet high, giving us trouble in catching wheat, beans, and others. Moreover, as | 
them. our ae are " thoroughly cultivated 

site for different plants and vegetables 
These are the principal defects of our 476 not able fs plant a hodey féld Me 

bees, and it is the cause of the umpro- such a large scale as you do. But 
gressive state of beekeeping here. We hesides these cultivated plants we can 
find it impossible to get a good result in have a great quantity of wild ones alongs 
bringing forth a great income from ‘ble the mountain ranges which run from one 
native bees—simply too much trouble ond to the other as if they were a back- 
and too little gain. IfT could give dine Sivenetco oun long island empire. So when 

points on our bees it is their gentleness, 6 99 to Kii, Shinano, and some part of 
as we never use a smoker, veil, or gloves, Kyushu, we find many old-style beo- 

and their diligence and quickness of |coners who have colonies by hundreds, * 
flight. Generally speaking, our country is abun- 

Tue CLIMATE. dant in flowers and fruit trees as welt 

As you know, our country stretches 8 plants and grasses. From nearly all 
along from southwest to northeast, with of them we can have a honey harvest. : 
the Pacific on the southern side and the The time will soon be here when yous. 
Japan sea on the northern. Formosa, will find a bee country in the far East 
the southernmost island, is very hot, among its beautiful sceneries. We hope, 4 
while Hokkaida and Sagalien are cold, in the near future, to have our people of 
with deep snow and ice during their long every class tasting honey at tables. Wew 
winter. But the mainland, with the two are praying for the time to come very _ 
great islands of Kyushu and Shikoku of soon when thousands and tens of thous-
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ands may enjoy this high, peaceful, “Then you think such things should 

® profitable, and interesting business. be studied into by the beginner 7” : 

May these little busy angels reveal the “TJ think all work with the bees, if 

mysteries of His mighty works, and successfully done, should be done with 

enlighten the spiritual darkness of the an eye open to the probable time of the 

~ heathen nations of the Hast. blossoming of the main nectar-producing 
plants and trees in the locality. Of 

; course, the pollen part is not so necessary 
UNDERSTANDING OUR to know about, except when some tree or 

5 LOCALITY. plant is likely to give an excess of pollen 
Site ae asthe hard maple does in this part of 

“Mr. Doolittle, not long ago you told York State. Thon it is well to open the 

, how your bees | gathered pollen and hives at the close and remove frames 
honey from certain trees and plants, and solid with pollen to give to colonies 

» came over this morning to ask you how eficient in the same when a scarcity 
you know that these things give the ¢omes later.” 

» honey. How can you tell that the bees “But how do you prepare for any 

are not stealing the honey from the hives jnown crop of nectar so as to help matters 
_ of other bees or from some grocer’s any ?? 

sugar-barrel ?” “All beekeepers worthy of the name 
4 «Well, Mr. Stevens, allow me to ask know that the queen is the mother bee, 

you how you know that the English and lays all the eggs from which the bees 

“sparrows eat wheat.” aon cone: oe the egg is Gop 
“rn . 1 ited in the cell, it takes approximately 

Shee ees a eae ae oa Seen three days for it to eamnees when a 
eee ae: oe larva hatches from the egg. As soon as 

i: Yes. And I have seen the bees hatched, this tarva is fed by the nurse 
gathering pollen and nectar from all of ees for approximately six days, when it 
the plants and trees about which I have has grown so as nearly to fill the cell. 

_, written, and Iam justas confident about At this time the cell is capped over, and 
the matter as you are that the English {his larva undergoes the changes neces- 

» Sparrows eat wheat.” sary for it to emerge from the cell a per- 
“Do you think it necessary for a man fect bee, which it doos in about twelve 

» to know about the sources from which days from the time the cell was sealed 

his bees obtain their pollen and nectar?» over, or approximately twenty-one days 

“1 certainly do. One of the most eae the queen laid the ogg” im 
important factors of successful beekeep- : ue : 

2 ae is a thorough knowledge of ie as ee bees = patcne nel 

. locality. Many beekeepers do not seom eae : sors Seno a “tte oo at 
4o realise the importance of this, as their 58 *hat got to do with tae:mattor 

». actions show; for if they did we should “Take, for instance, the blossoming of 

not hear so often of those who delayed white clover, which we will suppose is 

, making hives and sections till the our mam nectar-producing plant in our 

surplus season was on, or of those who locality. : To get the bees in good condi« 

_» delayed putting on the supers till the tion for it, we must commence operations 

best part of the honey season was over, with them at least six weeks previous to 

* or of those equally unwise who add the its blossoming, for it takes at least six 

surplus room so early in the season that weeks to build up a colony so it will be 

-» their colonies are greatly injured by the able to do the best work on a given field 

great amount of room when there are of blossoms. _Hence, as white clover 

wut few bees in the hives below.” blossoms in this locality about June 16
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we must commence to secure our beesfor brings the greatest number of bees on 
this harvest as early as the first of May.” the stage of action at any period of honey < 

“But I thought you said that it took dearth wastes all the stores necessary for | 
only twenty-one days from the time the their production, as they become merely 
egg was laid till the perfect bee emerges consumers instead of produders. They 4 
from the cell.” are worse than useless.” E 

“So I did. But this perfect bee takes “But we must have alotof beesin 
six days to straighten up to where it is the colony at all times of the year, must 
ready for a flight from the hive, when a we not?” < 
colony isin a normal condition, and ten “Tf by this ‘lot’ you mean enough to 
days more of inside work before it has insure the rapid building-up of thecolony * 
grown to a full-fledged field worker, in time to take advantage of any honey- 
while the greatest number of field flow, I would say yes. Butif you mean-“ 
workers is not obtained ffor a week to that the colony should be up to the < 
ten days longer.” maximum strength at all times without 4 

i eat alldonios have whitcclover.” regard to the one, two, or three seasons ‘ 
aoe heesdotaetl 18 th of surplus from known sources, then 1% 

_ “I know they donot. Suppose the say we shall be feeding a promiscuous 
yield came from basswood, which opens multitude with no definite end in view. 
trom July 10 to 15, there being no more T+ scems plain to me that, to be the most ¢ 
clover than is needed to keep up brood- successful as apiarists, wo must have a 
rearing; then commencing to stimulate ful] force of bees at just the right time to \ 
the bees for this harvest as early as May take advantage of the harvest ; Sadan 

1 would be labour and stores thrown order to do this wo must study our i 
away, as the useless expenditure of honey Jocality and know the blooming time of 
needed in producing bees to loaf around the flowers which give us our surplus.” — 
waiting for the basswood harvest would « Gleanings,” 
detract just so much from the success. we Meee 
deciro toymituins tt Werhavea feld Ol Goa on ee 

- grain to cut, requiring the labour of Practical Instructions for 4 
twenty men to harvest it, we would not Beginners. 
hire these men two or three weeks before a fe 
the grain is ripe, feeding and paying How I Becamz a Sucomssren Manaczr _ 
them during the time; and we should or Brus on A Larce Scare. ¥ 
learn to use common sense in regard to a 

“the bees the same as we do in other By E. D. Townsmnp in “ Gumaninas.” 
things. When we are told to commence —— ‘ 
to feed and stimulate the bees as early One day in June, 1876, my younger “ 
as possible in the spring, it is well to brother and sister coming from school 
know what these bees can secure from sawaswarm of bees fly overhead. I~ 
such stimulation; andif nothing is ready can remember it as well us though it _. 
for them to harvest, let us leave the stim- were yesterday, how I found fault with = 
wation alone till the resulting bees can them for not telling me until after the . 
avork to advantage in the harvest. Again, swarm was out of sight. Probably 
if we do not get the bees ready for the fifteen or twenty minutes had elapsed 
harvest till after it is over, it would be after the bees had passed over the road; 4 
like hiring the twenty men after the and since colonies in movable-frame hives 4) 
grain had become ripe and had spoiled were worth 10 dollars in those days, and 
on the ground. We should have to pay since I had had the bee fever for some ‘e¢- 
them and feed them when there was two years, | made up my mind to locate 
nothing for them todo. Sotheman who that swarm. I was shown where it
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- erossed the road and the direction it they took wing, and then we stepped 
took. Before I had gone into the woods back so as to be out of the way. All of 

® ton rods I heard the bees entering a tree, the flying bees, attracted by the loud 
and I soon saw them, for many were still hum, soon entered the new hive, which 
on the outside, while others were circling was moved home that night when all 
around, making a great noise. They flying was over for the day. 

* entered a limb well up toward the top of It occurs to me to mention here the 
a large elm. fact that any beginner noticing a swarm 

é That night I asked a beekeeper when issuing should not rush off to a neighbour 
4 it would be best to transfer the bees for a hive, leaving the swarm clustered, 

from the tree to a frame hive, and he for, as likely as not, the bees will be gone 
. told me that I could do no better than to on his return, ‘The better way is to hive 

do it immediately, for the reason that, if them in a soap box or anything else, for 
». the tree was felled before the bees had that matter, that can be used temporarily, 

time to build any comb they could be and, when hived, the box should be set 
» hived like anatural swarm, without the on the stand where itis to remain until 

inconvenience of transferring sticky the new hive can be brought. Then, as 
> combs, etc. A third of a century has soon as the new hive is obtained, he 

elapsed since this took place; and if I should go to the swarm in the box and 
. sere asked to-day how to managein such blow some smoke in at the entrance in 

a case I would give the same answer that order to avoid stings. (A beginner 
~+ this beekeeper gave me. Well, the tree should wear a veil until he is thoroughly 

was cut while the bees were flying during acquainted with the bees, simply so that 
* the next day; and although their he will not be nervous.) 

entrance had been 60 feet from the As soon as the new hive is ready the 
~~ ground not a bee was lost: for as soon box should be removed from the stand 

as those in the tree started into the new and the empty hive set in its place, with 
hive, all of the bees heard the ‘homing a board slanting up from the ground to 

| hum” and entered the new hive with the the entrance. Now the swarm may be 
rest. hived just as though it still hung on the 

_» As soon as the tree was down, and tree or limb where it clustered at first. 
before the bees got over being demoral- By carefully lifting the box off the 

» ized, the beekeeper who was helping me bottom-board, and carrying it to the new 
van toward the top of the tree; and as hive, most of the bees can be shaken out 

» soon as he could locate the entrance he on to the alighting-board with a quick 
smoked the bees so that theycould be han- jerk, and they will run injust as though 
dled without fear of stings Bysawingin they had been shaken from a limb. . 
on each side of the entranee, and splitting To return tomy swarm taken out of 

* off a portion of the limb, we opened the the tree, I will simply say that it was 
cavity where the bees were. The hive divided that season, both colonies gather- 

* was then placed with the entrance as ing sufficient honey to winter well. My 
near as possible to the part where most next step after getting the bees home 

»* of the bees were, and with a tin dipper was to subscribe for “Gleanings.” Tt 
. the greater part of them were dipped up began coming in July, and has been 

and emptied at the hive entrance. By coming regularly ever since. 
_., the time we had most of the bees dipped 

* out of the tree in front of the new hive Toots vor BEEKEEPERS. 
» there was this loud “homing” call as An indispensable tool in the apiary is 

the bees commenced running in, At this a good smoker. After using all of the 
~ point of the precedure the few bees that different sizes of smokers made, I recom- 

were left in the tree were smoked until mend the larger sizes as being far
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superior to the smaller ones. A smoker understand from the first that there is 

of the $4 or 4 inch size is the proper one much to learn, and that the first fow 

to buy. They cost a triflemore than the years will be largely experimental, so 

smaller ones, but this extra cost is offset that not much honey will be made at 

many times, for they burn longer and first. The experience can be acquired 5 

give off a more dense smoke; in fact, about as well with a few colonies as with “« 

there is no argument that can be advanced # large one and the oe oe q 

in favour of the small smoker. A com- less. en starting on a small scale, ~ 

mon mistake that most beginners make the increase of bees and, experience go | 

is to buy small or cheap tools and_hives. together. 5 

T believe that the main reason why the : 2 

eight-frame hive is more universally used It is noticeable that those torn 
A gone into the bee business on a large 

than the ten-frame is bocause the first : eae 
. 5 ay ae scale from the very first, without making 
cost is less, and those who start with 4 
the eight Gel hecitaton to maken thea effort to get the necessary experience, ‘ 

: have usually turned their attention to ” 
change. zi 3 

something else in a few years, usually . 

How many CoLonrzs To START WITH. going heck toyhal ce Wide hetero 

The first things to decide upon are the ‘This is the natural thing; for since they 

number of colonies to buy, the size of knew nothing about the producing of a 

hives, and the season of the year when nae crop of honey the venture proves , | 

the start should be made. When 1 a failure. f 

began beekeeping, many of the colonies \ 

around me were in hives of a size and F i Ho on a from 

style not to my liking; in fact, there was Soe eee eee ee aaa 
5 ;- has much capital ornot. Ido not think 

no standard frame in use then as there is Ehaioue wibious i aoe 

now, and the beginner simply followed this See om Heel erates ney 

some one of the leading honey-producers, eS Sntea in. . eae ee § =e 

adopting his hive and frame. All these pee coues the 4 < Ft ai e ae Let op he 

Hicnes arouom changed und the beginner 20S ewe oe eee enone ae 

will have no trouble in finding bees in can manage others in such a way as to 4. 
hives containing regular . Langstroth make a financial success of his plans. 4 

sone ae frame Be ae points a How 10 Buy Buns: 2 

its favour than any other at the presen Ticoline for lou ve, ng 
. z : t n looking for colonies to buy it is well 4 

ao T would advise the beginner to to select them from yards in the vicinity [ 

is alte ae of the place where we expect to establish 

There is a great diversity of opinion a8 gn apiary, if such can be found, for in . 
to the proper number of frames to use in {his way no more bees are brought into a 

ahive. The majority use eight frames; the locality. This isa strictly business 

but quite a number use ten frames to the proposition, and the amount that one can ~ 

hive, and a few think that twelve frames afford to pay extra for colonies that are, / 
are none too many for the best results. yoady within perhaps a mile of the pro- na 

Itis not the intention of this article to 80 posed apiary is a little hard to tell. ‘Tho 

into the discussion of the hive question; umber of colonies a location will sup- 

but if the beginner will take my advice port, and the number already there, are jw 
he will adopt the ten-frame hive for the otermining factors. If the beginner has © 
production of pene honey, but especially any doubts as to whether the location 4 

for extracted honey. will warrant its bringing in new colonies, 

After deciding on the size of hive it is he should buy them near home, even if » 

important to get the right number of the price is twice what it would be at a 

colonies to start with. Beginners should more distant point.
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; During my early experience in bee- VICTORIAN APIARISTS’ 
peeping there were a good many small ASSOCIATION. 
apiaries around me, isolated from other ee 

) yards, so that the bees had unlimited Business Paper of the Annual Conference to 
pasturage; and these few colonies in ae held at the Federal Coffee Palace, Melbourne, 
place always gathered more surplus the cond and 23rd of June, 1909. 

honey than those in the main yards Dredd oY: June 22nd. 
bwhere perhaps a hundred colonies were Minutes of the last Conference, 
kept. ‘The fewer bees in a given loca- Secretary's Report. 
tion, the larger the crop of honey, other Grasshopper, fungus and bees. Mr. E. Garrett, 

: things being equal. Substitute for Le Mr. D. M. Morgan. 
.m.. 

Wuen ro Srarr, Bee diseases. Mr. T. ieee 
=: Legislation on same and arrange for a deputa- 

An experienced beekeeper need not tion to the Minister of Agriculture (Dr. 
phesitate to buy bees any season of the Cherry and Mr. E. G. Duftus, Director and year. Some of the best bargains are Secretary respectively of Agriculture will be 

a ene present during the address, and discussion found in the fall, for it is then much on the last two Items). 
eee buy bees. However, for one pring losses of Bees. Mr. R. Beuhne. 
without experience, spring is the best Bee Range Licenses. Mr. T. Bolton. 
time to purchase bees, for he will be sure Treatment of honey from the hive to the con- 

ee ee Meee eee ee 
peason at least before he has the panier to the coeteeet "Technical Museum, and ancy 
ing problem to contend with, and this yilj he sampled by delegates. 

, much experience will help him in the 9.30 a.m. Wednesday, June 23rd. 
“solving of the wintering problem. Amendment of Pes 

a.m. 

Nor Nzcrssary to Buy o~p Hives. Marketing of honey. Mr. J. Burrow, of Messrs. 
Burrow Bros., Melbourne. 

) ‘When buying bees, see that the combs 2pm, 
arein good modern frames of Langstroth Export Trade. Mr. J. Knight, Chief Inspector 

Rize. The hive is of secondary ae of Exports. Soe 
tance; for if the combs are of the ; Pere 
worker size, and straight and true, they ee Meet Bard Bore 
can be transferred to frames in new Uniform weight of honey in tins. 
Drives, This is the way most of our Race of bees best suitable to Victoria. Mr. : 
buying is done; for after the bees are Rayment. : 
transferred the old hives are returned, for Sraeesn ne ae eee ae 

_ ye do not want them. If the beginner Gonorel business, : 
were to buy three or four old hives, and Delegates are requested to bring to the Con- 

»use them in connection with new ones, ference specimens of leaves, young and old, 
they would never be satisfactory. It buds and fruits of eucalypts in order to have 

_psually poe uan aoa pecrae a po coun OP ee ae wil available on 
enough cheaper without the hives to the vicesen Railways from June 19th to 25th 

y make it more economical all around to inelusive, and delegates may obtain the same 
buy new hives outright. concession for their wives provided they accom- 
te SEE eas hats Peer Re pany them. Requisition for tickets are issued 
Po Sa ok Se by the Secretary of the Association, and must be 

Try the “Australian Boo Bulletin” *pplied for not lator than Sune 16th, 
Printing Works for your Honey Labels “Secretary, 

“and your honey will sell 20 per cent, The Rialto, Collins St., 
better. Melbourne,
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HIYE CONSTRUCTION. HONE Y>— 

By Jouy Sriver i Iris Bun The demand has improved. Fair sa 

a ” parcels of medium quality are offering ati 

JOURNAL. from 23d. to 23d. per Ib. There is nota 

Sarna le: great deal of choice available, but what) 

This subject is very much in the air of there is, is selling at 3d., and occasionally, 

apis mellifica land at the present time. 34d. per Ib. % 

Tt was discussed at the February meeting : 

of our Croyden Association, reveating the BEESWwaAxX.— 

great difference of opinion which exists re 2 3 O41 4 

among boekeepers. Practically, the ee i ato ts aon 

only thing they agree upon in the matter aes 

of hives is that bees must be kept dry. cha eae 
Mr. Coggshall, the owner of some 3,000 Highest market prices obtained for a 

colonies in New York State, places the 
hive fourth in the order of importance. Honey and Beeswax by 4 

He considers locality to be the first con 
sideration, the man second, the bees PRESCOTT LIMITED « 

third, and the hive fourth, I am 8 

inclined to agree with him, except that I - 

should place the strain of Bees in the COMMISSION AGENTS é 

second place, I had a three hours’ chat 

this week with a veteran apiarist, owning 336 & 338 SUSSEX STREET { 

from 400 to 600 colonies, and with nearly SYDNEY. 

fifty year’s oxporience, who makes all his y 

own hives and frames. ‘This old- ~~ — . a 

fashioned veteran declares that there is 3 

nothing to beat a combined wood and BEEKEEPERS 

straw hive for health to the bees, but z at 

the straw should be vertical, and not Hy 

horizontal, and it requires a network of SUPPLIES. - 

wire outside to prevent rats and mice bees 

entering. He also declares that 14 lbs. A 

of bees, with plenty of natural stores, will All Standard Goods Stocked. Best _ 

winter better, and come out stronger the Pri a 

following April in a straw hive, than Bee: f 

three times that number of bees wintered 

jn a wooden hive. I asked him for his Winks y 

yeasons, and he said that the straw HONEY TINS A SPECIALITY. * 

absorbed the dampness given off by the 

bees during the winter, while in the Sona ; 

: wooden hive this superfluous damp is apt 

to be retaine,d and tig BeeonesalAl tp Buyer of Beeswax and Honeys 

the health and vigour of the bees. This cael 

yeteran produces sections Pa tie thou- 

sand, and his views are worth consider- 3 s 
ston WALTER S. COWELL, ¢ 

Sa SLE CN ee 259 Kent’s Buildings, ‘ 

Get your Honey Labels printed at the 

“ Bee Bulletin” Printing Works. . ALBERT-STREET, BRISBANE, *
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