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WALTER GRESHAM 
1264 OLD MILL ROAD 

SAN MARINO 9, CALIFORNIA 
5 SYCAMORE 6-1684 

August 21, 1956 

Alice E. Smith 
Chief of Research 
State Historical Society 
816 State Street 
Madison 6, Wisconsin 

Dear Miss. Smith: 

I received your letter of April 19, 1956; however so 

much has taken my time and, wanting to read each letter of 

Grandfather Felker's carefully, I have not answered you. 

I now have read all the letters of Capt. Felker and find 

them interesting and informative, e. g. buffalo hunts on the 

Kansas plain, description of weather, Officer's quarters, 

Officer's duties and uniform, diet and personal touches. The 

yearning to be mustered out of service was the same then as 

for me over ten years ago. Soldiers of all wars pretty much 

think and feel the same and always they desire letters from 

home. If anything is universal, it is the need of soldiers 

for mail and the hope of civil life. Capt. Felker spent at 

least nine months soldering as evidenced in the letter dated 

November 21, 1865. 

All in all there is something here, no doubt, to document 

those times and there is much here to reveal the character of 

Charles Felker. Certainly, he was a man of strong character 

(see the way he speaks of deserters) and a man of determination 
and a keen sense of duty. Sometimes he addresses his wife, Sarah 
Douty, as My Dear Sis; sometimes My Dear Pet and other times My 

Wife and My Dear Wife. It is evident he had a terrible case of 

typhoid fever and almost passed away in May of 165. Note the 

difference in his hand due to extreme weakness. His interest 

in newspapering and reporting is obvious, for he started a camp 

paper called the "Plains". Yes, there are many facets to show 

the period and the man and one can readily step into his civil 

war boots and slosh along with him across the rain-streaked 

Kansas prairie. 

In accordance with Mr. Frank N. Elliott's letter of June 2, 

1954, that these letters (sent under separate cover) will be 

preserved in a fireproof vault and be made freely available for 

research and to researchers, I tardily send on Grandfather's 

correspondence. As soon as possible the book Statutes of the 

Territory of Wisconsin will follow. May I hear from you when 
in receipt of these items. 

Sincerely ygurs, 

Aik yo 

Walter Gresham 
ae
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23 August 1956 

My. Walter Gresham 
126 Old Mi12 Road 
San Marino 9, California 

Dear Ii, Gresham? 

You were very kind to remember your promise to send to the 
State H,storical Society of Wisconsin your grandfather Felker's 
letters written at the’ close of the Civil War, Thank you for the 
collection and the accompanying letter. 

I too read the series of letters, finding them considerably 
above the usual soldier's letters both in tone and in. coverage. There 
are a lot of delightful touches in them: ‘the remark about the men eating 
with their hats on in the dining hall, the description of the crowd 
waiting for the mail bags to be emptied, the inability of Felker's fellow 
officers to fill the pages of their letters home <« in contrast with 
his tightly written double sheets, and the various points you mentioned. 

Captain Felker's name is vaguely familiar to me, but I can't 
quite remember where I have rum across him in the wice researches I 
have carried on in Wiseonsin history, I tink it may Have been in 
connection with the Bennett Law affair around 1890, but I can't place 
him exactly. He did return to ae work, didn't he (in spite 
of his parenthetical "cuss the paper"); we have him listed as a 
part owner of the Oshkosh Times after 188), at that time the city's 
leading newspaper. 

Thank you once more for your gift to the Society, We shall look 
forward to receiving the Statutes of the Territory of Wisconsin at your 
early conveniences 

Sincerely yours, 

Alice B, S»ith 
Sts Chief of Research ,
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