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YUUR HONEY WILL SELL BETTER___._—L

7 In Well Made LEVER TOP TINS |
' That do not Leak.

WHICII CAN BE OBTAINED FROM

| Chown Bros. ané JYull)ollaqa J.'fd
P
. THOMAS STREET, ULTIMO, SYDNEY.
'}. PRICE  LIST ON APPLICATION.

IR K ALLPORT o

. Manufacturer &_Importer of Beockeepers” Supplies,
“  CHUTER STREET NORTH SYDNEY. |

E" REDWOOD HIVES FROM 35 6 EACH,

| Before Ordeéring g send for Pmce Lzst.

- YOUB OWN WAX MADE INTO —a— .
| —=- FOUNDATION AT 54 PER LB.
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N. S. W. BEE-FARMERS’
. T~ASSOCIATION. »—

- 6 BN EE
OFFICERS :—
President :
Hasserr Harr, M. A,

Vice-Presidents :
F. W. Pexserrry, T. BravLEY,

Secretary & Treastrer.
E. Treper, J.P., WiLrow TrEE.

Committee :

Mgzssis. B, J. Ripx, J. R. W, Gageax,
J. R. Invine, J. Axperson, W. Aceg,
W. Ger, Swawver, H. Sracey, W.
Nivex, Doxyervy, J. Kerr, J. PenviNg-
TON,

RULES & OBJECTS.
1. The careful watching of the interests of
the industry. 5
2, To arrange for combined action in export-
ing honey fo relieve local glut when necessary.

3. To advise members as to suitable local-
ities for establishing apiaries.

4. Any beekeeper can become a member on
approval of committee, subscription 2/6 per
annum.

5.  That every member with more than 50
hives shall be allowed an extra vote for every
additional 50 effective hives. _ :

6. No member be eligible for office who has
less than 50 eftective hives, or his subscription
i8 in arrear. :

7. The Association to congist of a central
body and distriet branches affiliated with it.

8 The principal officers be such as will
undertake to meet each other in committee at
least once in twelve months.

9., The officers shall consist of President,
Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary, and
Executive Committee.

10.  After the first election of officers, arrange-
ments to be madé by the Secretary to call for
nominations for office-bearers, and issue ballot
papers prior to the next arnual meeting.

11. Supply dealers or commission agents can-
not become members.

12. Members unable to attend meetings or
conventions can authorise or nominate any
member they know will be present to vote for
them on any subject brought forward. such
vote or votes to be in addition to the member's
present own vote.

QUEENS ! 3s. Each. QUEENS !

One Untested 3]-; Three for 7/6,; Tested, 6/-; Select Breeder, 12/6,

Golden, Five Banded, Ligurian, Cyprian Italians.
Ligurian are bred in deparate apiaries.

new imported blood, the best that money

I am breeding all my queens from

can buy. - T have made great preparations

for the coming season, and if we have a good season will be able to execute
; orders promptly.

Iry one of my SAFE INTRODUCING OAGES, with queen, $d extra, without

queen, 4d.

Full Colonies, 8 Framed Dovetailed Hive, £1.

3 Framed Nuclei, 10/-, with division containing ‘two Queens and two frames
each, 15/-. The advantage is, two Nucleis same freight as one.

R.H. JOJERWVIS,

WREKIN

APIARY,

MOSS VYALE, N.S.W.

Grolden, Five Banded and

¥

o

2 o
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SE ND My International Money Order Office
- ;

Beeville, Texas.

3 YOUR Queens Direct from America,

- I WILL send you my best breeding queens of
either race, express prepaid by me, $7.50
¥

each  Special raised and mated, the very best

o $10 each; uutested, $2.50 each. We keep in
P separate yards from 7 to 15 miles apart. Ttali-
= ans, Golden Italians, Holylands, Cyprians,
N ﬁ % % Albinos, and Carniolan races. We import our
) S =29 = queens direct, and try to have the best of every
L race. If you desire queens sent at your risk by
e ey mail deduet §1.50 on each queen. Orderstothe
amount of ten dollars (£2) get one year’s sub-
For B I ND I N G seription to The Southland. Queen. 1 guarantee
® | safe arrival by express, and send more queens
Jree, purchasers paying expre}&?[s charges, $1.50
5 each. A new importation of Holylands, Cypri-
NPOSI‘ Pﬂld for' 3/6- ans and Ttalians to arrive soon. Money order
office—Beeville Texas, U. 8. A.
" The Farmer & Grazier MRS. JENNIE ATCHLEY.
;,i The Best Illustrated : Beevizrr, Bee Co.. Trxas, U. 8. A.
+ Farmers ’Journal in Australia.
A 73 64 PER ANNUAM. ‘‘The queens that we have received from Mrs.
% J. TWOMEY & CO, Afehley are doing well, and I am well pleased
s 52 Market Sueet, with them —E. Trepez.
\bf Melbourne.
: NOTICE. | @ HONEY LABELS
SHOULD any baekef?per }ilave a %gubt hgf Our facilities for doing all kinds of
the genuineness of any honey sold in his i
naighbﬂur%ood, send a sample to the Chairman Honey-label work in one or mt.)ra
& Bomd of Health, Sydney, who will cause it | colors are the best and we do it
to be analysed, and take procceedings if cheaply. e,
, necessary.
W Have you seen the last copy_ s
+ Martin’s “Home & F
£ 8 & L
q artin’s ome arm.
; If not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY!
>

¢35 SUBSCRIPTION Only 2/6 a year in N.S.W. Other Colonies 8.
ol

; You Should Read It!

it Is for every Farmer, Orchardist, Gardener, Maize Grower, Dalryman,
Stock Breeder, Poultry Keeper, Bee Keeper, Gountry
4 and Suburban Resident.

“» <8 The Paper for every Farm and ewvsry Home tilroughoui Australia,

“Home & Farm” Publishing Coy., 161 Clarence St., Sydney, N.S.W.




May 28, 1903.

1ne Australian Bee

Tho New Taland Farmer,

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of the New
Zealand Agriculturist,

It keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s
daily requirements, enabling him to utilise all
modern advantages within his reach.

The subjects dealt with cover the whole field

of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura: pur-
_.uits, and the legislation affecting these several
industriés. Tts columns contain thoroughly
practical as well as scientific information upon
all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the
Cultivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man-
agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upon im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including
the  Suppression of Orchard Pests; = Poultry
Rearing, Special Tndustries, etc., etet, besides
eritical Reporrs of Shows and Market Quotations
from every farming centre in the colony.

The “New Zealand Farmer’ is the only paper
in the colony wholly devoted to the interests of
Farmers, Wool Urowers, and Orchardists.

Subscription : Per annum, 125 6d, posted in
advance, 10s.

Send your Subscri

ption through any Stationer
or direct to the ;

PUBLISHING Orrick, ForT-8T., AUCKLAND

AMERICAN
BRED
QUEENS.

My Golden Strain are not Fxcelled for Beauty
; or Honey Gatherers.

Tested Queens . 82.50 ea.

Untested Queens $51.50 ea.

SATE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

J. W. MINER,
'RONDA, N.C., U.S.A.

| by

‘ies, Tobaeeo and Cigars, Toys, Harness,

Buwlterin

The Austi'_a.lian Pastoralist

AND BREEDERS' GAZETTE.3
Z % ) PUBLISHEDZMONTHLY.

= Price, 33 Per Annum.
Contains all the leading Pastoral Intelligence.
Address Orders—

P.O., Woolloongabba,
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND

ANTHONY HORDERN'S {z

Only Universal Providers,

%
? i

i

<

|

{

ANTHONY HORDERN’S
PORTFOLIO OF FASHIONS
for

AUTUMN & WINTER
IS NOW READY,

and will ‘be sent post free'to any address
on application.

COUNTRY ORDERS.

receive - Special & attention. Customers
ordering by post are treated in exactly the
same way as eustomers buying at the
counter. The same prices are charged,
and gelections arve made from the same
stoeks. _ : j e
This assuranee, taken in conjunction with
our liberal rule appéyinfg to fx;eoe{;gg;’g
iage, isa strong point in favour of |
T ]sost, bninﬁjp sent, . to ANTHONY
HORDERN’S. ’
We pay trainage or shipping fre‘lght
to any Railway Station or Portin New South
Wales on all parcels-of the value of £2 10s.
and upwards, excepting Fueniture, Iron-
mongery, Croekery and Glass, Grocer-

Flooreloths, Bedsteads and Bedding;, and
other heavy and bulky @oods on which we. do
| not pay freight |
| When sending by Parcel Post an allowance
[ is made equivalent to Railway ‘or Steamner
| charges.

ANTHONY HORDERN & SONS

Only Universal Providers,
HAYMARKET (ONLY) SYDREY.

Qa

Printed and Published by E. Tieper, proprietor, High ntreet, West Maitiand, N.5"W.

]
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The following is a list of advertisers
» in our present issue :—

»

Supply Dealers.

PR R Allport, Chuter 8t., North Sydney.
A. Hoerdern & Sons, Haymarket, Sydney.
. = The W. T. Falconer Manufacturing Co:,

X Jamestown, N.Y., U.S.A.

% Queen Raisers.

W. Abram, Beecroft. :
Jas. McFarlane, Liyndhurst, Victoria.
p J. W. Miner, Ronda, N.C.,, U.S.A.
~  R. H. Jervis, Moss Vale, N.S.W.

2 »

Honey Tins.

Chown DBros. and Mullholland, Iutd.,
Thomas St., Ultimo, Sydney.

W. L. Davey, Plenty Rd, South Preston
Victoria.

>

-

3

. w Miscellaneous.
.« A, Hordern & Sons, Haymarket only,
Sydney. .
4 Allen & Co, 242 Sussex street, Sydney
P.J. Moy & Co., 161 Sussex 8t, Syduey

T 4@k FEW days previous to going to
press with our last issue, we re-
g ceived an advertisement with cash,

offering an unusually high price for

>
N,
v

~

<8

honey. Haying some doubts about the
matter, we wrote to a friend in Sydney
asking for particulars about the firm. A
reply came that they were a new firm,
and they would send more information
turther on. Up to the time of going fo
press, nothing further did come, and so
the advertisement got inserted. In a
couple of days word came that the address
given was an empty howse. We immedi-
ately notified every member of the N.S. W.
Bee Farmers’ Association, together with
a number of others, of such fact. Also
communicated with the Sydney Detective
Force. Meanwhile a number of commun-
ications being received by us asking for
particulars of the new firm, we wrate to
the said new firm asking for references,
&e. ; to such we have received no answer,
In themeantime anotherstring of evidence
had come under the notice of a subseriber
to the A.B.B. in Sydney, who also laid
the same before the Detective Police,
The result was a young man was arrested
in Sydney for stealing a bicycle. In his
possession were a number of letters and
samples of honey from beekeepers all
over the colony. He was brought up at
the Water Police Court and remanded for
eight days.

Mr. J. Trahair and Mr. Geo. Gordon
were very active in Sydney, in following
the matter up.

‘We have received several nice letters
thanking us for sending warning post
cards.
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CURIOUS BICYCLE CASE.

At the Water Police Court, before Mr.
W. M. Macfarlane, S.M., Frederick
James Walsh (19), described as a grocer’s
assistant, was charged with stealing a
Royal Speedwell bicycle, valued at £18,
the property of Albert Gallagher, on
March 18 last.

The informant stated that on March 17
he answered an advertisement in one of
the daily papers, and the next day the
accused called at his place to look at the
bicycle which witness had for sale. The
accused asked if he might try the machine,
and after having done so said he was
quite satisfied. He subsequently said he
would like to try the back rim hrake,
and getting on the machine again he
rode away and never returned.

The accused reserved his defence, and
was committed for trial at the Quarter
Sessions on June 1.

See that your neighbouring beekeeper
takes the ‘* A.B.B.”

How few hotels and restaurants place

honey on their tables, Beekeepers should
look this matter up.

Honey exposed to damp air adds 15
per cent of water to it, so says the
Canadian chemist Shutt,

There is an old lady 79 years of age in
the United States, who makes her own
hives out of goods hoxes.

It is caleulated the United States and
Cuba annually produce 150 millions of
pounds of honey, worth ten million
dollars.

Mr. J. Andersen, of Hexham tells us
hie is making a solar extractor that will
be an improvement on anything of the
kind yet produced.

When bees are removed always put
some obstruction in front of the hive to
cause them to mark their new home
afresh and save them being lost.

A correspondent from Crabbe’s Creek
has sent his subscription to 4. &. Bulle-

The Australian Bee Bulletin.

"

tin, but not signed his name, so we don’t =~ ¢
know who to credit the amount to.

(
Boiled oil and white lead malkes a good +
paint for hives. Your local painter or
storekeeper will perhaps tell you of other
recipes, in which zine forms a part.

.
We have for some time discarded wir- T
ing frames. A strip in centre of frame = Y
is easier put in, and the frames never sag,
a great convenience in extracting time.

May 28, 1903

548

A lady recently enquired the price of a 4
601b tin of honey in Sussex-Street, Sydney.
The reply was 22s 6d. We wonder how
much the producer had received for it !

Lot shaking be done a good dis-‘}- ‘
tance from the hive. A new hive on the
old stand with a caged queen or frame of
larvee will generally work right. B §

In pressing out wax if you double
your pressure and cut your time in two,
vou will not get as much wax, but with
half the pressure and twice the time there
will be more wax.

Mr. Thos. G. Newman first editor of A
the American Fee Jonrnal, died March 10,
He was a printer and bookbinder by
trade, and a native of DBridgewater, '
Somersetshire, Kngland.

Nearly all the way from Sydney to the
Hunter the ti-tree was in hloom, both
broad and narrow-leafed. Its peculiar « f
odour, especially from the broad-leaf, was
very distinguishable at one apiary we -
visited.

A Spaniard claims to introduce queens *
without any loss by taking the old |
mother away and giving the bees the 7
new queen inclosed in a cage. The next
day he takes the new queen and cage out,
submerges it in cold water and lets the
queen run in immediately. X

SerEapiNe Broop v Serine.—Take | ¢
an outside comb of honey, bruise it and
place it in the middle of the brood nest, .‘
and repeat the operation at intervals of
seven or eight days till the hive is prac- < ‘
tically full of brood, when a super can be
put on, and the bees as a rule will take » ¢
to it at once. y

s
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"4~ Our experience with old comb is that

'S

>

—

we don’t like them to extract from. The
bees simply fill with honey but never
work them out. They may be right in
brood nest, but we think the bees them-
selves do much renewing to them. When
old, black and tough we cut and melt
down.

In placing new blankets or ruberoid on
for the winter, if the bees of the hive are
not enough to fill one box, place such
covering top of the lowest box. The
bees will cluster and keep warm under it,
and in early spring, when feeding com-
mences, and moths are Jlikely to attack

~ the combs, will easily keep such moths in

check.
Interfere with your hives as little as
possible, exeept to put blankets,

linoleums, or ruberoid on top of frames.
Do not have them too close fitting, A
little margin at edges leaves room for
moisture to escape above. Getready any
hives you may want for the coming season.
Also paint same and tar bottoms as a
protection against white ants.

Clareful analysis has shown that in
a laying-worker colony a large propor-
tion of the bees are found to contain eggs.
The shaking off the bees at some dis-
tance from the hive, so that ‘“the laying
worker” may not find her way back
home, will thus be seen to have some
doubts connected with it, A lay-
ing worker will probably find its way
back to its home as readily as any other
worker.— Ewzchange.

The Rocky Mountain Fee Journal says:
“Why not sweep away the little pro-
tective duty we have on honey, and, out
of pure brotherly kindness invite the
honey exporting countries of the world to
unload their surplus in our markets.
Suppose we try it awhile and see how we
like it.”

[Thanks, Mr. Morehouse, we Australians will
be glad of all the foreign markets we can ex-—
ploit, yours included. But will your beekeepers
like it 7]

As there may be some whose hees need
feeding, we give the following plan that
we adopt ourselves :—Make the syrup of

The Australian Bee Bulletin. i
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sugar, five parts sugar to two of water; a
little honey if you have such, all warmed
up. A pinch of tartaric acid will prevent
granulation, Put empty comb in large
dish, and pour syrup on it from a jug
about 18 inches or two feet high. Place
in vacant place in hive—such vacant place
being prepared in midday. Put in hive
in evening to prevent robhing,

‘We learn from the Jamaica Times that
large quantities of beeswax, adulterated,
some of it to the extent of 50 per cent.,
with meal and flour, has been shipped
from Jamaica to England, passing
through the hands of the Jamaica Bee-
leepers’ Association, the brokers, and in
various directions from the TLondon
centres, before the flour and meal fer-
mented and its worthlessness found out.
It was traced to three men, two of whom
were apparently innocent, but the third
has disappeared. The Jamaica police
have the matter in hand.

‘Wo said in a previous number to inter-
fere with your hees now aslittle as possible,
no honey coming in. The least honey or
swoets exposed in any place, will attract
the bees. A hive opened will at once
draw robbers. A 60lb. tin of honey
emptied, with only drainings left, and
put away without the lid on, we recently
found with quite a number of dead hees
in the bottom. They had come in crowds
to the ting, their wings became smeared
with the honey, and the tin being upright
they could not get out, they failed to re-
turn to their hives when evening came,
and were either drowned in the honey,
or chilled with the nightcold. Hundreds
were dead when they were discovered.
Spring dwindling is it! or autumn dis-
appearance with no brood rearing to
replace them !

VICTORIAN APIARISTS’
ASSOCIATION.
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING.

A well attended meeting was held at
the office of Mr. V. R. Davey, on May 7th,
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when the following resolutions were
carried to be passed on as the executive’s
recommendation to the Conference :—

I. Tt is thought advisable to form
Branches of this Association in country
districts.

II. That the Annual Meeting further
decides that members’ subscriptions he
based on the numbers of hives he may
own, at the rate of 2/6 per 50 hives or
part thereof.

III. That this Association affiliates with
the National Forest Protection League.

TV. The action of indiscriminate throw-
ing open of the land without regard to its
legitimate value in timber, meets with the
emphatic protest of the Association,

V. That this Association affiliate with
the Chamber of Agriculture.

VI. Thatrules beadded ¢ empowering
the executive to affiliate with Societies at
any time that may be advisable, and
defining the powers of the Hxecutive
Couneil.

Resolutions were passed inviting dele-
gates from the Chamber of Agriculture
and National Forest’s Protection League,
and also representatives of the press to
attend the forthcoming Conference.

A final rvesolution decided that the
Conference should be called for June 8th
and 9th.

‘W. L. DAVEY,
Secretary.

=tCORRESPONDENGE. %=

NS NAS NS AN

Messrs. P. J. Moy & Co., 161 Sussex
Street, Sydney, write us:—We are very
pleased to say that our ad. in your
journal has brought us very many con-
signments of honey and bees-wax from
quarters which we would not otherwise
receive any from. If you would advise
us what day you publish we would supply
you the day previously with Sydney

May 28, 1903

Market quotations for honey and bees-
wax. Wishing your Journal every pros-
perity.

[ We shall be very pleased to receive such if
forwarded not later than 23rd of each month.]

C. E. H., Emu Bay, Tasmania.—Very
bad season this year. No honey. Too
many late swarms,

D. A., Gormandale, Vic., April 27th. —
I have had poor honey year.

J. BE. P., Guildford, Vie., May 5th.—
‘We have only had three hives to work on
this season. I suppose we must have had
the disappearing trick Mr. Beuhne has
been troubled with (last season), so we
got on very well this season; we got two
large tins of honey from what supers we
extracted from; we did not take any
from the hottom one, and have left a good
supply for winter. I may say they had a
good supply when they disappeared last
year. Also our neighbors has had a good
season with the box hives, We hope to
increase our lot next season, and have a
good return ; hoping you will reap a good
harvest also.

P. F., Bundarra, Victoria, Ap. 29th.—
I desire to express to you my opinion that
the A.B.B. is a useful and practical little
paper, and I wish you every success with
1t.

R. L., Taree, Manning River, May 9th.
—Poor season again to record here,

B. B., Mathinua, Tasmania, May 9.—
Am very pleased with the A.B.B, We
have had a very poor season with our
bees this year; scarcely taken any honey
tfrom them; most of them are black bees,
but we are thinking of Ttalianizing them
next spring. What would you recom-
mend, Five Banded or Goldens; or do
you think a Cyprian Cross would be
preferable.

[There are good of all kinds but our experi-
}(;n::éz]m the dark Tialians are the hardiest and

. W. Penberthy, Elsmore, May 20.—
Thanks for the cantion, hope you did not
fall i, Weather mild, plenty of feed for
stock, Bees went into winter fair condi-
tion; combs hare of pollen.

Y
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QUESTIONS NEXT MONTH.

‘We copy the following extract from the
Melbowrne Leader of May 5th,  Will some
of our readers kindly give us a few com-
ments on same :—

1 At a largely attended meeting of beekeepers
at Dunkeld to protest against the ring barking
of timber in the blue blocks, Mr. Thomas
Bolber explained how he had made £500 from
an apiary occupying only one acre, and he
stated that every three square miles of country
would easily produce £500 worth of honey each
year, whilst the same country growing wool
would produce only £75 per year. If ring
barking was carried »n it would ruin the 30
heekeepers and their employes in the Glenelg
district. Resolutions to be forwarded to the
Minister of Lands were drawn up. It was
decided to form the Western District Bee-
keepers and Forest Protection Association. A
strong committee was appointed, with My, J.
Scullen as president, and Mr. A. Young as
secretary.

Apis in New Zealand Farmer says:—
2 In the early part of last month I had the
pleasure of meeting Mr. J. L. Chambers, of
M 1bourne, who is on a visit to New Zealand
partly on pleasure and partly on business. Mr.
Chambers had been in the bee supply trade for a
long time, and ix well acquainted with particulars
relating to the bee-keeping industry in Victoria.
He told me that owing to the long drought and
the consequent unsatisfactory condition of bee-
keeping in that State, many Victorian bee-
keepers were turning their attention to New
Zealand. He had been anxiously asked to make
all inquiries as to the prospects of the industry in
this eolony, with the view to their coming over
if satisfactory. Tle thought that if after
investigation he could give them a good report
that quite a number of beckeepers would change
their quarters to New Zealand. %
3 The Bonus for best Eucalyptus honey. Give
your opinion on same. See page 14 last issve—
also page 40 this issue.

CHAMBER OF AGRICULTURE.

Sectional Committee cf the N.S. W,
Chamber of Agriculture on Wednesday,
May 15 : The apiarist sectional commit-
tee veported that Mr. W. Hessell-Hall
had been appointed chairman. They
recommended, owing to so many bee-
keepers being situated in remote districts,
that most of the business of the com-
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mittee be conducted by correspondence;
that steps be taken to create a forestry
committee, as the bee industry depended
to a large extent upon the preservation of
the native forests, and their protection
from bush fires; that the blue martin
and green kingfisher or bee-eater should
be included in the list of noxious animals,
their diet consisting almost wholly of bees,

Among other business transacted, Mr. J.
J. Miller was appointed organising repre-
sentative of the Chamber.

The report of the Interstate Commis-
gion on water conservation and irrigation
was laid upon the table as well as reports
from the London Chamber of Agriculture,
the United States Department of Agricul-
ture, the ‘“ Bee Bulletin’ and the “ Agri-
culturist.”

Here is what M. Nicholas Kinkoff, the
Russian Agricultural representative says.
‘Will beekeepers comment on it ?:—

You should get rid of all your encalyptus tree-.
They absorb all the moisture from the soil.
Replavt as much of the land 1 ow under eucalyp-
tus by other trees, which give more shade for
cattle and at the same time do not exhaust the
moisture.  The Western Anstraliin farmers
proved this. Bufore the eucalyptus was cleared,
the soil was dry.  After the land was brought
under enltivation, water came underground. I
saw myself, two feet of water come in a short
time in a hole six feet deep.””

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

¢ Australasian Signs of the Times”
Religious Laberty Number,

“The Modern Farmer and Busy Bee,”
published at St. Joseph, Mo., U.S.A.

HONEY MARKET.

Australasian, Melbourne.—Honey and
Beeswax.—Prime clear honey is in steady
demand at 31d to 3id. Dark and in-
ferior lots are slow of sale at lower rates.
Beeswax is worth 1s to 1s 1d, extra
choice white fetehing 1s 1d.

Me'bourne Leadwr.—Honey—Sales were
reported at from 3d. to 3id for prime
clear garden lots; cloudy samples were
offered at from 2d upwards.
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Maitland Mercury—Honey firm at 2/6
per 71b. tin.

Tamworth News.-—Bottles 8d each, 7lb.
tins 2/4 tin, 601b. tins 13s.

Daily Telegraph, Sydney.—Beeswax,
discoloured 1/-, prime 1/1, extra prime
and eclear 12 per lb. Honey—Choice
liquid, :3d to 23d per lb.; special, 1
single ting, 3d to 84d ; medium quality 2d

South Australian.—The strong demand
for honey has led to an advance in value,
fine clear extracted selling readily at 23d
to 3d; discoloured and ecandied 2id.
Beeswax 1/1.

Honey for Domestic Animals.

A very fine cow of the author’s became
very difficult to mille after calving, and
was for this reason operated on by a
veterinary surgeon. Whether insufficient
care was taken during the operation, or
from other causes, the cow was taken
with a severe inflammation of the udders,
during which she gave, instead of twenty
liters of milk daily, only seven to eight.
Movable hard bodies formed inside the
udders, which defied every treatment em-
ployed, The owner then remembered
that he had read somewhere that, in the
case of swellings and inflammations, pure
honey often brings about very satistactory
results. Therefore, after milking, he
rubbed warm honey into the cow’s udders
until the honey had thoroughly soaked
into the skin. Even after the first trial,
an improvement was noted: the cartila-
ginous formations grew smaller, and
disappeared entirely after ten days, and
the quantity of milk increased to sixteen
liters daily.

Results just as surprising were gained
by a teacher who used honey for his
fowls, about which he informs us as
follows :

A very fine white turkey, which had
always had a very good appetite, suddenly
lost the same, always sought the coop,
and let his head hang. He had, accord-
ing to all signs, a high fever. When one
opened his beak, it was full of slime.
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After the owner had waited four or five
days for an improvement, he remembered
his honey-pot, which had already been of
service in the sick-room in case of fever
and catarrhal troubles. He thought that
what is healing for man ought to help
the beloved bird, and his hope was ful-
filled. He brought some bits of candied
honey, and, while his wife held open the
patient’s beak, he pushed in three or four
pieces, one after another. Some hours
afterward he went again into the coop in
order to repeat the treatment.
this time taken a piece of brown bread
with him, and dipped small bits of it in
fluid honey. After he had pushed down
the fivst piece, the turkey snapped at the
second, but was either too awlkward or too
weale to swallow it without assistance.
After three or four pieces of honied bread
had been given to him in this way, he
regained his old appetite, and--thanks to
our honey cure—completely recovered.

A short time afterward, the teacher no-
ticed that one of his Minorea hens, which
he had raised himself, refused to eat, and
every few minutes emitted a sneezing
sound; the head was also somewhat
swollen, At the same time he found out
that a rooster of his neighbour’s had had
the same trouble for several days. In
the latter case the head was so swollen
that the fowl had not been able to open
its eyes for several days. IHe shut his
sick hen ir. a cage, therefore, and began
his honey cure. Three days afterward it
was possible to let her out in a healthy
condition. The next day another fowl
was taken sick with the same symptoms,
Then he said, “It is high time that I
take to my well-tried cure.”” He put the
end of his finger full of honey several
times into the bird’s beak, and when he
paid his patient another visit in an hour
and a quarter the sound in breathing had
totally disappeared, and the sneezing
stopped also in a few days.

“I am firmly convinced,” said the
teacher, at the close of his communication,
‘“that in the case of catarrh, and in the
first stages of diptheria in fowls, no

He had

-



-

¥

.

»

May 28, 1903

better medicine exists than honey, to be
given every two or three hours, and I
should like to advise every ome to use
this simple and cheap cure in such cases.”
—W. A. M’Kellip in Gleanings.

Lucerne or Alfalfa Cutting.

‘When we express results in percentages
we do mnot give the actual amounts
produced per acre unless we also state
the weight of hay produced. Thisis an
important factor, and one which we must
take into account. We usually assume
that this is thoroughly understood, and
that it is accepted as a fact that the crop
increases in weight from the time of
budding till it reaches or slightly passes
full bloom, and then decreases. 'Lhe
amount of this increase will vary with a
number of conditions; but the following
figures, based upon the results of obser-
vation, may serve to give a definite idea
of how much this increase amounts to.
If we cut enough alfalta in bud to make
100 1bs. of hay, the same alfalta would
make 126 lbs. if allowed to stand till in
half bloom, and 145 lbs. if allowed to
stand till in full bloom. If allowed to
stand longer it would decrease. If the
question were, ¢ When shall we ocut
alfalfa in order to make the most hay?”’
the answer would be, “ When it is in
full bloom.” The question as presented
to us is, ¢ When is the best time to cut
alfalfa?’ This time is evidently that
at which we shall have, not the
largest yield of hay nor of the best

quality, but the largest yield of
digestible food ingredients. This answer
considers two  factors — composition

and digestibility. Every feeder will
mentally add, ¢ Butthere are other things
to be considered, ”’ which is true, but it is
assumed that the animals will eat the hay
of which we are writing, and will relish it.

We have given the amounts of hay
which the same quantity of alfalfa would
give when in bud, in half bloom, and in
full bloom, using the figures obtained for
our Colorado alfalfa. The 100 lbs. of
early-cut hay will contain 15 Ibs of
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albuminoids and 1.5 lbs. of amids;
the 196lbs. of hay, alfalfa cut in
half bloom, will contain 15.8 Ibs. of
albuminoids and 2.9 lbs. of amids; the
145 1bs. of hay cut in full bloom will
contain 19 lbs. of albuminoids and 2 lbs.
of amids. Leaving the value of the amids
of the question, for they are assumed to
have only a small value as compared
with albuminoids, and reducing these
figures to the basis of a pound, we find
the relative values to be 1., 16 for the
early cutting, 1. 00 for that cut in half
bloom, and 1. 08 for that cutin full bloom,
Or, stated otherwise, 86. 2 1bs. of alfalfa
hay cut in bud, or 92. 6 lbs. cut in full
bloom are equal in value, using the
albuminoids as the eriterion, to 100 lbs.
of alfalfa hay cut in half bloom, so that
alfalfa hay cut in half bloom is inferior
to that cut in full bloom, and still more
inferior to that cut in bud. In this
statement we assume that the albuminoids
are equally digestible at the three different
stages of development here specified. If
this be true, the largest amount of
digestible proteids would be obtained by
cutting in full bloom; for while the
relative values of the hay cut in bud fo
that cut in full bloom is as 100 to 107,
the yield is about 100 to 145, leaving an
advantage of 38 lbs. of hay on each 145
Ibs. of hay cut in full bloom. These
figures refer to the first cutting.

The feeding experiments are decidedly
in favor of the early cutting, calculating .
the value on pound for pound of hay
produced. But if we caleulate its value
in terms of beef produced per acre, we
come to the same conclusion at'which we
arrived from the consideration of its
chemical composition and the relative
crops produced at the respective periods.
Mr. Mills summarized the results of his
three seasons’ feeding as follows: That
to produce onec pound of gain, beet, it
requires 18. 21 lbs. of hay of the early
cut; 38. 44 Ibs. of the rsedinm cut; 23.
97 1bs. of the late cut (p. i1, Bulletin 44). '
But we have seen that the relative
quantities of the carly, medium, and late
cut are 100, 126, and 145. Accordingly
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we would obtain for the values of the
respective cuts in terms of beef, 5. 4 Ibs.
for the early, 3. 8 lbs. for the medium,
and 6. 0 for the late cut. We would,
therefore, answer the question in so far
as it pertains to the first cutting, that the
best time to cut alfalfa is at the period
of full bloom, for at this period we not
only get the largest amount of hay, but
also the largest return in pounds of beef
per acre.

The results of feeding experiments
with the second ecutting lead to the
conclusion that the best time to cut this
crop is what Mr. Mills designated his
medium cut. I conclude that, after
allowing for a little latitude in the use of
the terms “halt bloom, " *full bloom, ”’
“Jate’ bloom,”’ ete., the time to cut
alfalfa in order to get the greatest value
per acre is at the period of full bloom,
and that there is a period of about a week
during which its value is essentially
constant.— Bulletin Kansas Agricultural
Station, via Gleanings.

Co-Operation among Beekeepers.

For the purpose of disposing of their
honey, this seems to be uppormost in the
minds of many, as gleaned from numerous
articles in different bee periodicals. Per-
haps a move of this kind is alright, and
may resultin good, as regards the pro-
ducer, if successful. IFrom my own
standpoint, with conditions as they sur-
round me, I see no need of it whatever.
T try to produce what is wanted, and sell
it for what I can getfor it. Producers of
other articles of food are situated pre-
cisely as I am, and do as I do. TIf by co-
operation we aim to distribute our pro-
duct evenly, the general public would be
benefitted ; but if our amm 1s to control
prices, keeping them up or raising them,
the move will be decidedly wrong. Many
writers are of opinion that honey is low,
or too low, in price. They dwell upon
the suhject. It is my opinion that honey
is sold at a higher price, comparatively,
than other things—too high to encourage

Che Australian Bee Bulletin.

May 28, 1903

and inecrease consumption. Twenty-five
years ago honey sold for not materially
more, although a very fancy, lace-trimed
lot brought me, f.o.b. here, 15 and 16
cents. At this price the bulk honey sold
in New York (on commission)in 1876.
In 1886 it sold in Philadelphia at 14
cents. Since then prices ranged between
12 and 15 cents, according to the supply
and demand. The farmers’ wheat, 25
years ago, brought here 13 dollars per
bushel. He did no better at that time
than he does now with 75 cents. per
bushel. The farmers’ income has heen
reduced to one-half, while the hee-keep-
ers’ income has almost held 1ts own, dur-
ing the same period. e ought to do
well.  The greatest obstacles to co-opera-
tion are to get the beekeepers to co-oper-
ate ; and lack of available capital.—F.
Greiner in A.B. Journal.

 To make a salve for chapped hands °
take an ounce of yellow beeswax and
olive oil and melt them together slowly on
the stove or in the oven. Pour into a
couple of egg-cups which have previously
been wet with cold water., When the
salve is cold turn it out and it will he
ready for use.—¢Tlealth and Beauty”
Department, Daily News,

Only the man who rears queens for
sale, and so can not rear a sufficient num-
ber during swarming time, needs to take
the extra trouble to rear them at other
times. For the up-to-date bee-keeper,
however, it’s not the best thing to trust
to swarming-cells. Take your colony
with best queen, build it up very strong hy
adding brood from other colonies, then
unqueen it, and youw’ll have a lot of cells
as good as swarming-cells, and @/l from
best stock.—Dr. Miller in Gleanings.

Comb honey will not granulate as soon
as extracted honey, on account of the
latter being so agitated in the extracting
process, and mixed so much with the air,
Tucerne honey candies quicker than al-
most any other honey. Ts it heing
grown mostly on alluvial flats, there is
10 acid in its composition ?
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GRAZIERS VERSUS BEE
FARMERS.

VICTORIAN APIARISTS ASSOCIATION SPEAKS,

Sir,—During the past month a report
under the title of Graziers versus Bee
Farmers has appeared in a number of
newspapers, and this secems to make the
present a fitting opportunity to point out
that no attempt has been made, oris ever
likely to be made, to have land reserved
for bee farming solely in the way implied.
There is no need for conflict between the
two industries of grazing and honey pro-
duetion, as both can be carried on at the
same time, without detriment to either
sheep or hees, The conflict, if such it
may be called, that is forced upon bee-
keepers, is one against the selfsh and
ruthless destruction of most valuable
honey yielding frees. Whether this is
carried on illegally or under the sanction
of a ¢ permit’”’ from a State department —
whose readiness to grant them to the
grazier on the slightest pretext, notwith-
standing how any other industry or
enterprise may now or in the future be
involved by such destruction—it displays
a shortsightedness and onesideness of
administration, or an ignorance of tree
value all round, that any one would
hardly credit in responsible State cfficials,
whose aim and duty one might expect to
have been to encourage, not only grazing,
but every other enterprise that will
produce wealth from the land and aid in
the prosperity of the country distriets.

. But such an apprehension of their duty in

a fostering care of younger and struggling

. industries is far from being manifested

by those in whose hands vests the
administration of the lands of this State.

Still possessed of the old ideas that, no
matter what the soil poverty may be—
and knowing not and caring less what the
values may be relative to the soil value in
any particular case—grazing must be the
most important, or, rather, the only thing
worth considering at all, they yield to the
grazier’s application for permission to
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destroy the trees on his leasehold without
any scrutiny worth the name; not deem-
ing expert opinion ‘‘on the trees, on the
fitness of the place for other pursuits in
conjunction with grazing,” as worth
obtaining. Tet a grazier but wish fo
“ ring-bark,” and a permit will 10 most
cases readily be given without, appar-
ently, a moment’s consideration being
given to, say, a bee farmer having capital
already invested, employing lahor and
producing hundreds of pounds’ worth of
produce from those trees.  Without the
opportunity of self-defence or of opposing
the destruction of the trees upon which
his industry depends being given to him,
the bee farmer is sacrificed, and in a
week or so the trees are for ever beyond
the possibility of producing aught but a
good “burn.” Should any Crown lands
officer hr asked to report on the trees at
all, it will be only as to the ultimate value
in the distant future for “sleepers’ or
such like, when once, and once only, they
can be turned to account; but of their
value for yielding produce year by year
in honey and hbeeswax—a value that
exceeds on many poorer grazing districts
by double the value of the wool produe-
tion on those parts—no note is taken;
and when evidence on the point is
proffered by those who are actually
drawing handsome yearly returns it is
quietly ignored, and the ringing contin-
ues. Henee it is, Sir, that beekeepers
may in one sense be said to be in conflict
with graziers, and, unfortunately, mostly
are (rightly) at conflict within their own
minds—even if too weak to do much to
oppose—with the old time Conservative
and unsympathetic way in which their
industry is vegarded by the officials of
our paternal (?) but partial Tands
department.

But there are, apart from those aspects
of the matter which more directly concern
bee farmers, issues at stake which should
raise the question to ome of national
importance, viz, that in paying to the
Crown a munificent annual rental of 1d.
per acre for their leaseholds they have in
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some way thereby become in effect as
good as owners of the trees, with sonie
right, title or interest therein—a delusion
which, coupled with ignorance and grass
hunger, will lead them to sacrifice the
national property, in trees—the ““ asset of
a carveless and slumbering landlord”—
without a qualm, and with trees may go
every other enterprise, present and pros-
pective, that depends upon them. Yes,
even rainfall and shelter are in the eyes
of some of these ¢ patriots” a mere
hagatelle compared with carrying another
sheep or so to every 10 acres. Forest
preservation, which in other countries, is
considered of such great importance, is by
the majority of our people only looked
upon ag a hobby or pet theory of certain
cranks, Clertain it is that in days to
come, and not far distant, tenants of the
Crown will be found for the trees as
readily as for the grass, and a double
rental, besides dues for milling rights,
splitting rights, and such like, will swell
the Treasury. Even at the present stage
of our small industry many beekeepers
would be willing to pay rent per square
mile for the grazing rights of the flower-
ing trees, without reserving in any sense
to themselves or detracting from the
ordinary sheep grazing capacity of a
district. Proposals of this nature have
only to be sympathetically worked out—
a definite future policy announced that in
suitable bee farming country the timber
shall not henceforth be destroyed, and
50 a continuity of bloom be assured—to
induce numbers of men and women to
invest their capital in this business.

Let the prineiple once be clearly enun-
ciated that grazing leases confer no right
upon the trees—that they are an assef
separate and distinct from the grass, and
may be sold, let or reserved, irrespective
of the rental paid for the grass ; and let it
be, above all else, declared that no
application for the destruction of this
asset shall be granted by the ¢ yes” or ““no”
of some technically unskilled or subordin-
ate occupier of a stool in a government
office, but shall be heard for and against
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in an open land board, and only after full
investigation of all interests involved
decided upon—then, Sir, and not till
then, will there be permanency and pro-
gress in those various industries which
are capable of adding (though termed
“minor’’ ones’’) very materially indeed to
the population and production of our
country.

‘We are certain that in country such as
the “Glenelg Blue Blocks,” recently
thrown open, were a policy of this sort to
obtain, and only judicious thinning of
really worthless trees—worthless to bees
as well as to others —allowed, a population
fully equal to that which sheep will sup-
port, and an investment of capital and
employment of labor far exceeding that
which the graziers will bring in, would
>, Thus two
industries could, and should, thrive upon
the one area. As proof of the value of
this region, there were 100 hives of bees
put down near by the hlue block thirteen
or fourteen months ago, and these have
yielded their owner something like 40,000
Ib. of honey and beeswax, worth over
£500.  Had 200 hives been put on the
same spot £1,000 would have been the
possible result, and this could have been
repeated at intervals of three miles or so
over most of that country. Roughly
calculating that a sheep to eight acres
would produce £20 per square mile-—that
is to say, it would take 50 square miles of
this poor grazing land, or pretty well the
total area of the blue block, to yield as
much as one good sized bee farm will
produce. If this be so, what justification
can there be for Mr. Traverner or anyone
else, when such statements are before
him, to ignore them, and in his desire to
place people upon the land in one way,
and thereby cut off the means in another
way of so richly augmenting the settle-
ment upon and prosperity of the district.
On behalf of the apiarists of Victoria,—
Yours, &e., ‘

THOMAS BOLTON, President; W.
L. DAVEY, Secretary, Victorian Apiaxr-
ists’ Association.—Melbourne Leader.

%

i



»

B

¢

>

May 28, 1903

UNITING BEES IN SPRING.

‘ Good morning, Mr. Doolittle. Nice
morning for the first of March.”

“Yes, this is a nice morning, M.
Smith. Soon be time for active work
with the bees again. Think the few I
have out may possibly fly a little before
night. They will if it keeps still and
clear as it is at present.”

“The most of my colonies are coming
out weak, I fear, and T cams over to have
a little chat with you about them. What
shall T do to get the most comb honey
and also a little increase 7’

“Had you asked me this question some
years ago I should have said, ¢ Unite
these weal colonies as soon as possible in
the spring;’ but from later experience I
will now say, leave each colony in ifs own
hive till June.”

“What has caused you to change your
mind

* Later experience has proven to me
that, where two or more colonies are so
weak that they will not live till summer,
if left in their own hive without rein-
foreing, they will not live through till
summer if united, no matter if as many
as half a dozen such colonies are puf
together., And I am not alone in thus
thinking, for my experience has been the
same as that of nearly all of those who
have tried the same thing and reported
in the matter.”

¢ Deeciding that it is not best to unite
weak colonies in early spring, what shall
be done with them so I can secure comb
honey from them ?”

“ Aftertrying every thing recommended
in our different books and papers, and

. not being pleased with any, I finally

worked out the following after much
study and practice. All colonies which
ave considered too weak to do good
business alone arve looked over, about the
time pollen comes in freely from elm and

- soft maple, and each shut on as many

' combs as they have brood in, by means

of a nicely adjusted division-board, so
that the heat of the little colony may be
economized as much as possible; and,
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also, seeing that each has the necessary
amount of honey in these combs, or
within easy reach, to last them at least
three weeks.”

“ Why is 1t necessary to have so much
food on hand ?”

“If we would have brood-rearing go
on rapidly in any colony in early spring,
and especially in weak colonies, the bees
must not feel poor in honey, nor have any
desire to economize what they have.
Such weak colonies can send only a few
bees to the field for nectar even when
the flowers are yielding plentifully;
hence, if we would make the most of our
reduced colonies we must give them so
much food that they are willing to use it
extravagantly.”

“ How long should the colenies be kept
shut up this way?”’

“ These colonies are to be kept shut up
on these combs till they have filled them
with brood eclear down to the bottom
corners, before more combs are added.”

“ Why 1s this necessary ?”’

“ Because breeding will go on faster
with the heat, and eluster kept in compact
shape, than it would if hoth were spread
out over more combs, Tn no case do we
allow more than half the number of
combs we use in our hives; and it any
colony in early spring has brood in more
than one-halt of the combs, the same
colony is good enough to take care of
itselt without confining it with division-
boards.”

““When these comhs are all filled with
brood, what then 2’

“Then the stronger of these has a
frame taken from 1it, taking the one
having the most nearly mature brood in
it, this frame being given to one of the
next weaker colonies, or, say, to one
which lacks one frame of having halt
that the hive will contain.” .

“ Why don’t you give this to the weak-
est ?”’

¢ That is the question T used to ask;
but don’t malke this mistake, which many
do, of giving this frame of brood to the
very weakest, hoping to get it ahcad
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taster. The answering of the question is
this: The weather has not yet become
steadily warm enough so but there is
danger of losing the brood by chilling, as
well as injuring the hrood they may
already have, should a cold spell occur,
as I did several times while T was
experimenting. By giving it to a colony
nearly as strong as was the one from
which it was taken, both are benefited,
and both can furnish brood to another
colony which is only a little weaker than
the second, in a week or so. I think you
see this part now.”

“Yes, I do understand. But what
about the colony from which you took the
brood 27

“T now give this a comb quite well
filled with honey, which is setin the place
of the comb of brood taken. This stimu-
lates this colony to greater activity, and
causes the queen to fill this comb with
eggs almost immediately, thus turning the
honey into hrood very rapidly. If the
honey is sealed, the cappings to the
cells should be broken, so as to cause the
bees to remove it at once. This is best
done by passing a knife flatwise over it,
bearing on enough so as to mash down
the sealing to the cells ”?

“What do you do next ?”’

“T keep working the brood from the
very strengest down, step by step, as the
hees advance and the season progresses,
till the time the weakest colony (ome
having, say, only two combs filled with
brood by this time) can take brood
enough, without danger of chilling, to
malke it of equal strength with all.”

“You now have all of the weakest
colonies, which were shut up with
division-boards, with five frames of
brood— that is, supposing that your hive
holds nine combs.”

“Yes; and having them thus we are
ready to unmite, which should he done
akout two wecks before the honey-
harvest comes, that the hest results may
be obtained.”
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“Please explain minutely about this
uniting, so I may fully comprehend how
it is dome.”

“To unite, go to No. 1 and look over
the combs till you find the one the queen
is on, when you will set it, queen, bees,
and all, out of the hive, so as to make
sure that you do not get the queen where
you do not wish her, when you will take
the rest of the combs, bees and all, to
hive No. 2. Adter spreading out the
combs in this hive, set those brought
from No. 1 in each alternate space made
by spreading the combs in No. 2, and
close the hive.”

“Why mnot set the combs
together ?

n.
It would be less work.”

“The alternating of the frames is so
that the bees will be all mixed up, and,
thus mixed, they never quarrel, as each
hee that touches another is a stranger,
Bees often quarrel, and a lot are Kkilled
where no precautions are taken.”

“Thank you for telling me 4his,
what next ?”’

‘“The colonies are now allowed to stand
thus for a few day: till they are strong
enough to enter the sections, when they
are to be put on; and if your experience
proves anything like mine you will have
a colony which will give as much comhb
honey as would that colony which was
called ‘the very best you ever had in the
spring.”  In this way you will have half
as many colonies in excellent condition to
work in the sections as you had weak
colonies in the spring; and if the season
is at all good, you will secure a good
yield of comb honey; while, had you
united in the early spring, or tried to
work each one separately, little if any
surplus would have been the result,
according to my experience.”

“ How about any increase 2

“ These united colonies will be nearly
as likely to increase by swarming as other
colonies considered good in the spring. If
you wish more increase than this, the
comb with brood, bees, and queen, which
are to he put hack into hive No. 1
together with an empty frame and one

Now
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partly filled with heney, can be built up
to a fair-sized colony for wintering. This
little colony will build straight worker
comb for some time; and as soon as it
ceases to do this, take the worker combs
built by another colony just like it, and
put them with No. 1 till the hive is full,
and you have as nice a eolony as you ean
get in any other way.”’— Gleanings.

REARING GOOD QUEENS.
[L. STACKELHAUSEN. |

1. I take 5 or 6 brood-combs without
bees, from some other colonies, and hang
them in an upper story over a queen ex-
cluder and over a strong colony.

2. Hight or ten days afterwards nearly
all of this brood is capped, many young
bees are hatching daily, and as no young
larvee are present a surplus of chyle is
prepared, and the colony is in proper
condition for queen-rearing. Now I re-
move the hive to a new place, but the
upper story with bees and all is set on
the old stand. Soon this colony will
show all signs of queenlessness, and
now (in 2 or three hours) I give the
brood-strips (Alley’s method) between
two brood combs.

3. Twenty-four hours afterwards this
hive is arranged, that is, the hive with
the queen is set again on the old stand,
and on top of it, over the excluder, the
story with the now started queen-cells.

Sometimes I manipulate differently.
I may give this queenless colony another
set of queen cells and remove the first
lot to another upper story prepared 7 or
8§ days before. Or the first lot of queen-
cells may remain in this queenless colony
until they are ripe and can be used in
nuclei, as this is the easiest way to pre-
pare a queenless colony for cell building,
if such a one should be preferred.
Probably it would be better to set
this queenless colony with the entrance
closed in a cellar and keep it without
open brood for a long time, that is, to
give the brood-strips later.

Nome scientists believe that the young-
est bees prepare the richest chyle, what
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we would call royal jelly. If this is so,
hatching brood should be present n the
colony which rears queen-cells, and this
is secured by the above plan  Mr. Alley
tales away from a strong colony the
queen and all the biood, and gives the
brood strips after some hours. Hereby
we have the necessary surplus of young
bees, and they are in proper condition,
but this method could probably be im-
proved by giving some capped brood at
the same fime with the brood-strips.

It is considered as very important to
select larvee for gueen-rearing at the
correct age. If the larval food for queen
and worker larvee (less than four days
old) would be the same in the same
colony, as some believe, any larvee under
this age would be good enough; but if
the food for the young worker larvee and
the royal jelly is different, as the analysis
as yet seem to indicate, we should select
larvee as young as possible. To decide
this question it would be necessary to
analyze larval food taken from gqueen
cells and worker-cells from the same hive
and at the same time. This was not
observed in the analysis mentioned above.
Besides this, we see one other difference
—the queen-larvee are always floating
in an abundance of food, the young
worker-larvee, too, as long, as they are
small, receive more food than they con-
sume, but later not so much food is given
any more. For this reason very young
larvee are preferable under all circum-
stances. If we use Alley’s brood-strips
we can select quite young larvee, not
larger than the eggs, or we can select
even eggs lying flat on the hottom of the
cells, which are very near to hatching.

Artificial cell-cups will not produce
better queens than natural ones; their
advantages are that we do not need to
cut any brood-combs or to destroy any
larvee as with the Alley method; they
bear rougher handling, but I cannot see
any necessity for rough handling. The
disadvantages are: We can’t transfer
quite young larvee, just hatched from the
egg ; as some royal jelly is necessary for
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this method we must destroy some queen-E
cells already started, the whole process’

taking more time and labour than the
Alley-strip method. The Alley cells
must be started in a queenless colony;
with the Doolittle artificial cups this is
not mnecessary, but the most queen-
breeders do if, so one of the advantages
of artificial cells is lost. Grafting the
cells takes more experience, and is more
difficult for the beginner than to prepare
the brood-strips. What method a bee-
keeper will prefer depends entirely upon
how great or little hie estimates the differ-
ent advantages and disadvantages. After
trying all the different methods I went
back to the Alley strips, and can’t help
believing that if the artificial cell-cups
are preferred it is merely a case of
tashion.

If the cells are nearly ripe, they are
generally introduced to nuclei, or we let
them hateh in a nursery and introduce
the young virgin queens. If the latter
plan is used, the queen should remamn in
the nursery as short a time as possible—
the younger the queen the ecasier it is to
introduce her safely, and a young queen
kept in the nursery for some days is al-
ways spoiled more or less, and some-
times she will be a dead queen, For
these reasons I use the nursery as little
as possible. T would rather form new
nuclei, if T happen to have more good
cells than I need.

The nucleus should have at least 2 or
3 of the regular frames and enough bees
to cover these frames. On the other
hand, the nueleus should not be too
strong. TIn a two or three frame nucleus
the queen is found at once; if 6, 7 or
more frames are covered with bees it takes
sometimes, considerably more time and
labour. If my nuclei are getting too
strong I divide some of them, and if I
should get more than I need for queen
rearing I unite with some other one, or
strengthen them in another way, and
work them for extracted honey produe-
tion.

May 28, 1903

To get the queens fertilised in an
upper story over an excluder does not
work satisfactorily even if a double ex-
cluder is used. When I expected the
young queen was laying eggs I found she
was missing. As far as I know the plan
is abandoned. If we use a wire cloth in
place of the excluder, we have in fact
a separate nucleus which could just as
well be placed on another stand. The
only advantage is, that this nucleus is
warmed somewhat by the strong colony
in the lower story, and both can be united
at once, if the nucleus is not needed any
more. For this reason the plan seems
good in a northern eclimate, if queens
should be reared early in the spring.—
d. B. Journal.

THE BEE INDUSTRY.

[BY 2. ITPPER. ]

(Read before the N.S.W. Chamber

of Agriculture.)

Away back, back, in the earliest
historic times, we read of bees and honey.
The Bible is full of passages relating to
same. Heathen writers, the Greeks, the
Romans, even the antiquities and ruins of
these old countries have their say and
references to the bees. Passing on to
modern times, in Ifaly, in Greece, in
France, whervever the Catholic Church
has held sway, bees have been studied,
and may we use the word cultivated,
more for the sake of the wax than any-
thing else, as only pure wax candles
could be used on the churches’ altars.
And at the close of the honey season the
practice was to sulphur the bees, and so
in a simple and cruel manner, to take
both honey and wax at the same time.

Some 100 or more years ago, certain
men of a scientific turn of mind began to
study their habits, and gradually since
then a most valuable lot of information
has been gained. Many suggestions, and
ditferent modes of working have been
experimented with, and many of them to
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become discarded. Graduallythesystems
of working have been reduced to a very
small number. In some countries
primitive modes still exist as were followed
hundreds of years ago. The Germans
have the Berlepsch hives—and English
and Americans adopt what is termed the
Langstroth system, though slightly differ-
ent in some particulars, In Australia it
is mostly what may be termed the
American Langstroth method.

And now as to honey production. In
Austria, Gtermany and other Huropean
countries, there are thousands of beekeop-
Germany has 1,900,000 lives,
Spain 1,690,000, Austria 1,550,000,
France 950,000, Holland 240,000, Russia
110,000, Denmark 99,000, Belgium
200,000, Greece 30,000, Switzerland
17,000.

In Great Britain the land owners and
country gentry are doing their bhest to
encourage small apiaries by cottagers,
and discounting the value and quality. of
all honies imported into Great DBritain.

Canada is working hard to secure the
English market for their honey and they
have this advantage—theirs is a clover
country like Great Britain, and the British
people like the clover taste, and so the
(lanadian honey finds more favour than
New Zealand comes in the
same category.

#  Her most elimate and rich lands give
¢ abundant clover. The West Indies and
& * other tropical islands yield abundance of
;_ honey, and the United States bee-keepers
'y

are in a ferment at the present time, as to
how much the now wvastly increasing
pmduction in Cuba will affect timn

' markets, quite an exodus of large bee-

keepers having gone there from the
United States.

Brazil and other of the South American
Republics send large quantities of honey

[
ﬁ' to England and the Continent of Europe.
% w Nine or ten years ago people in New

»

-

!

South Wales were told the honey trade
was going to evceed the butter trade; a
hive of bees was a more payable concern
than a gold mine ; a man that happened
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to be a little successtul, told everyone else
what he had done; and thus hundreds of
beekeepers and apiaries were started all

over the Colony. Last year I could have
hought hundreds of empty hives in all
parts of the Colony, the results of failures
and disappointments.

Our honey on the coast (except on the
Richmond and Clarence Rivers, where
much rainfall and large ecrops of maize
and clover give a honey suitable to the
English taste) the coastal honey is as a
rule not of a good quality—being dark
and bad flavoured. The interior and box
honeys’ are of a beautiful flavour and
great density, but the British taste has
not hecome accustomed to it. To raise
it in quantities require experienced men,
who can tell where to pick suitable pla.ces

can go largely into it by having several
apiaries, T]my must have capital and
experience. These are the men that want
State assistance. The Government petti-
fogging that goes on now is’ worse than
useless.

Amateur and disappointed beekeepers,
who do not realise anything but a pocket
money concern, injure the market of the
practical man, who has invested money
and time in 1t

Among things antagonistic to the
pr Ospellty of the practical heekeepers are
the continual destruction of the natural
forests for grazing or cultivation; the
smallness of our own local mmket
and the failure of the repeated efforts
both by Government and by private
enterprise, to secure foreign markets.

Our remedy is state assistance in the
shape of a bonus on Loney of the best
quality exported. A trade thus en-
couraged and supported would mean that
our good honey would be put say on the
English market at a rate that would
force itself on the masses, who would
then acquire a taste for it, and cause i
to be preferred, as we our‘-;elves prefer
the Western or box honey to the coastal
or lucerne honey, and when that taste
had once conqueled our market and good
prices will be assured as well.
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To place a large quantity of best honey
on the British market and keep the supply
up at a loss till the victory was won and
they learnt to love and appreciate our
strong flavoured honey —and in time
they would be bound to doso, and prefer
it as we ourselves do, would not be at-
tempted by any private individual ? Inno
other way hut by a bonus to help and
encourage individuals can it be done.
Bonuses are not a newidea. France and
Gtermany have adopted it, and are adopt-
ing it. The destruction of the West
Indian sugar plantations was one result
of their working. Under such our best
honey is bound to win its way, and every
penny given as honus will return four
pennies or more to Federation.

In our small home market if some of
the millions of money that leave our
shores annually were spent here for what
we ought to produce ourselves, the labour
in which it would be spent would so cause
our population to increase by the creation
of homes and families instead of homeless
tramps and unmarried women that our
honey market as well as every other
market would be thereby benefitted.

It is the man who starts heekeeping
away in the bush that wants every
encouragement, not Government petti-
fogging in or near towns where no
great quantity of honey can he raised.

I trust this influential Society will see
its way to assist the industry on the lines
I have pointed out.

And at the same time I would ask all
who feel an interest in the beekeeping
industry to support the Australian Bee
Bulletin, which has always advocated the
interests of the industry,and is now
established over eleven years,

The honey produced in all the countries
I have given the number of hives and
beekeepers in bheing densely populated
countries, mustnecessarily be mostly from
agricultural lands. Our box and ironbarl
honeys from our interior forests must be
superior to i, as it is superior to the
coastal and agricultural lands of New
South Wales, and ought if matters arve
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properly worked to command as good a |
name and price as the Narbonne and

other special honies that have done so in
the past. i

Let the bonus be for good honey only, 1
and under Government inspection only; .
I will say the box and ironbark honey
only.

T S

———¢

To Make Candy for Feeding—Tleat '
extracted honey, being wery sure not to
burn it, and stiv it into the sugar till it [
seems quite thick, and take it from the
fire. Then pretend youw're kneading bread =
dough, with sugar instead of flour. Have
the sugar on your bake-board, put the 4§
sugar-dough on it, and knead all the sugar
into it you can. Let it stand a day or
two, and then knead some more sugar
into it until it is quite stiff, unless it is
already quite stitf. 3

The ZIrish Ree Jowrnal says the past
honey season has been described as the 4
“worst in living memory.’ ‘

-
Bres 6,000 Yrars Owp.—At the In- ¥
ternational ~ Apicultural  Exhibition, :
Vienna, there is to be an exhibit of per-
fectly preserved specimens of mummified '
Egyptian bees, estimated to be 6,000
4

years old.
The first and greatest essential in

queen rearing is a nurse-force of young 3
bess, Furthermore the presence of old
bees is a detriment. Size of nurse force e
is a relative quantity. The second
essential is, eggs, or larvee under three :
days from the egg. And, third, the pre-
sence of pollen, and honey or syrup +
readily accessible to the nurses. To ex-

A

L

plain: Young bees do all the nursing,  »¢
Old bees, when present with them, some-
times help themselves to “pap” which ™
should go to the development of larvee.

This is particularly so in inclement ]
weather.— Fxchange. .

Beeswax and gasoline make a good
stove blacking. Rub it on when stove = i
is cold. o

Preserving fruit in honey, boil both 5
together.
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 BEE-FARMING & FOREST PRO-
; TECTION.

ASSOCTATION FORMED
DUNKELD, VICTORIA.

AN AT

» A meeting of beekeepers and others
was held at the Mechanics’ Institute,
~  Dunkeld, on Saturday afternoon for the
purpose of forming an association for the
~ protection of the beekeeping industry.
There were present— Messrs, T. Bolton,
b Frost, D. Kearns, A. Young, . Womer-
sley, H. Fisher, F. Kearns, Scullin, T.
* Fisher, Dug. M‘Leod, Taylor and Tait.
Mzr. Bolton read the notice convening
the meeting as appearing in the Spectator,
and Mr. Frost was then appointed chair-
mar.
S In thanking the meeting for appointing
him chairman of a gathering called to-
gether for such a significant purpose, Mr.
Frost said they all knew what returns
¢ and profits avose from the beckeeping
—  industry. He would not go into the
. ; destruction of trees generally by the
ringbarking process, but would allude to
b one or two matters bearing on the in-
dustry that had eome under his notice.
l It was well known that where he had his
distillery was the property once belong-
»ing to a gentleman, who, though it was
covered with trees, considered it as his
# fattening paddock, and the grass was so
L. long that he could not see his cattle lying
# * down. That timber had all been rung,
and it was now one mass of serub. XKill

" it they could not, and it seemed to him
that as soon as they cut the trees down
there was nothing but one forest of young

» trees. Sheep would not eat it down, but

i instead there was w regular forest of

p~young suckers where the ring was put

{ round the trees, so that it was shown that

v# even ringing the trees did not tend to
| give a greater amount of grass.

§ ~ Mr. Bolton remarked that he did not

think he need say much that day on bee-

| > farming, but if there had been a better

public. audience he had intended saying

“s * something about the industry. There
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were various means by which they could
endeavour to secure their objects. There
was the purely selfish way of endeavour-
ing to gain honey at the expense of every-
hody else, but there were better ways of
looking at the subject than that. It fell
to them, as tlie pioneers of a new in-
dustry, the importance of which had not
vet been published very widely, to bring
new ideas on certain subjects before the
public. Though few and feeble, they
had a great principle to contend for, and
the sooner other people were enabled
to see things in their true light the better
for the bee-farming industry and the
State. At the present time a great deal
of attention was being drawn to the need
for rural industries; two or three had
occupied attention, but they were in the
position that they could show their fellow
countrymen the way in which a good rural
industry could be established, and in doing
what they could to establish beekeeping
they were accomplishing something
for their fellows as well as themselves.
There were a number of young fellows in
the city who would like to leave the office

-and the desk, and who would like to go

into the country to earn their livelihood.
They were not robust enough to take up
and work a selection of land, but here
was an industry (beekeeping) that was
suitable to many such men, provided they
had a natural taste for the work. The
industry provided a way for them, as
well as for the sons of farmers in the
district, to earn a living, without in any
way molesting those who had already
occupied land for grazing, or without re-
ducing the value of the land for the
carrying of sheep. Misrepresentation
through the press had made it appear
that bee-farmers wanted to keep the land
locked up for their own use, but he
thought all engaged in the industry could
say that bee-farmers mever had such a
thought, and that it never mattered to
them who had possession of the land so
long as the bee-farmers were not molested.
They also had to combat the idea, pre-
valently held for so many years, that as
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soon as a man took up a grazing area he
was practically the owner, and that the
country had no right to interfere with the
property, which really did not belong to
him, This idea graziers were thoroughly
possessed of, and it was a principle they
(the bee-farmers) had to fight for—that
lessees of Crown lands had no right,
legally or otherwise, to the trees on the
land, which belonged to the people of the
country., He hoped that through the
agitation of the beekeepers and through
their leagues they would be able to
educate the people up to the idea that
the State had a valuable asset in the trees
of the country, and that lessees had no
right or title to destroy them, Another
force they had to combat was the Depart-
ment of Lands, which for years had seen
nothing of value in the trees of the State
except what value they would give when
cut down and brought to the sawmill. If
they had spoken to any of them on the
subject they would have found that the
idea of there being any value in the tree
tops was quite new to them, but he did
not think it was quite so new now. The
value of the trees for milling purposes
was an old idea, and they (the beekeepers)
ought to fight for the newer idea that
there were many parts of our country
where there was more wealth to be pro-
duced out of the tops of our trees than in
the wood underneath, for there were lots
of trees which were not quite good enough
for milling purposes, but which were
quite good enough to yield an abundance
of honey. This value could be realised
at once. If they valued a tract of country,
or the timber on it, for its milling uses
they would apprise it at its value at some
future date when it would be cutup once,
and once only, but if they could get the
Crown lands officials to take a proper
estimate of bee-farming they would find
that the trees had a value that could be
realised every year, He (Mr. Bolton)
had challenged the attention of the
Minister of Lands to statements which he
could prove. He had given facts and
figures for the sakeof forcibly drawing

The _Australian Bee Bulletin,

Mavy 28, 1903

attention to this matter, and in calling
that meeting together it was his idea that
they might represent these facts in some
forcible way, as a meeting, to the depart-
ment of Lands. Hitherto it was only a
single handed fight; he had written letter
after letter, and had waited upon people,
but except for his private efforts it had
been a one-handed matter. He, there-
fore thought it was time they combined
to make the needs of their industry
known, and to impress upon those who
were responsible the value of the trees,
such as yellow box, iron bark and red
gum, for honey-making. They must in-
duce the Department of Lands, in face of
facts, to give some thought to the matter.
Hitherto they ignored what was said;
they were so wedded to the idea that only
graziers were of importance in the land
that it was very hard to get them to take
an interest in the way of protecting any
other industry, and it was only by co-
operation that they could hope to stir
them up. Mzr. Bolton quoted a velative
estimate of the value of sheep-iarming
and bee-farming to a given area, and
claimed that, allowing for poor seasons,
the production of honey to the square
mile would yield £75, as against £23,
while if the Government average of one
sheep to ten acres was taken as a basis
the return to the grazier would be con-
siderably less. By this comparison if
would be seen that the bee-farmer got
more from the land than the grazier,
Then again, they heard it argued that if
the Government gave so-and-go leave to
destroy the timber there would be
an increase of grazing capacity which

wonld malke that destruction justifiable. °

The majority seemed to think it was only
a mafter of small gain, but a gentlemar,
who was in a position to judge, had in-
formed him that he would not ring his
land, as he did not think he would gain
anything like it would cost. The gain to
graziers was small, and the ringing for a
slight increase of wool was carried out to
their loss as bee-farmers. By allowing
ring-barking to continue, the whole future

4
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# of tlie bee-farmer was absotutely sacri-

ficed, and the whole timber value of the

» land for milling at any future time would

J

ey

)

be sacrificed also. With bee-farming it
was the only thing that would be worth
much in the future, and by preserving
*the timber and developing that industry
there would be a population with twice
as much capital and labour as now. When
the motions were put to the meeting it
was for all the bee-farmers to say that
the Government should conserve all the
good bee-farming trees.

Mr. Scullin expressed his pleasure at
the number of bee-farmers present, and

>

»

‘4 voiced his faith in the facts and figures

Y

as quoted by Mr. Bolton. He had been
¢ in that portion of the country under dis-
cussion for ten or twelve years, but not
being an expert grazier, he could not
swear to the value of the country for
*orazing; he could say, however, that he
had not seen much grass of any account
there yet. The country was clothed in
five or six different species of eucalypti
trees, and in the event of the ‘blue
bloeks” being leased. the Government
might grant licenses to ring the trees,
which would be to the disadvantage of
the bee-farmers and the whole community
sgenerally. He believed the day was not
very distant when a good many people

o would take an interest in bee-farming.

;
»

E

Mr. Bolton had shown what it was
» possible for a well-managed apiary to
yield, and he thought they could all make
a decent living out of that particular
country if the timber was left alone. If
rhowever, the Government allowed the
¢ blue blockers to destroy the timber they

| >~ would practically starve the beekeepers

out, There was a lot of timber there

1 which should not be destroyed, and he

&
!

v
i

Ay

|

hoped everyone present would emphasise
the necessity for prohibiting ringbarking
in that country.

Mr. Dug. M‘Leod being invited to

» speak stated that he had never seen the

(Henisla country. He had some little

. . experience in beekeeping, but not being

acquainted with that particular country
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he could not say anything that would be
of weight to the meeting.

Mr. Bolton: Do you as an agricul-
turist, think the timber should be saecri-
ficed for the grazing ?

Mr. MTieod : Not knowing what the
country 1is like, I cannot say. If it is
first-class country, I would certainly say
sacrifice the trees for the sake of the land ;
but if the country is what you represent,
inferior land carrying one sheep to ten
acres, I think it would be better to pro-
tect the trees.

Mr, Bolton: I think all beekeepers
agree with you.
FORMING AN ASSOCIATION.

Mr. Scullin moved : *‘ That this meeting:
of bee-keepers and others interested in
forest conservation is of opinion that the
time has come for beekeepers to form
themselves into an association for the
protection of their interests, and for the
preservation of forests.”—Seconded by
Mr. Young, and carried.

On the question of name, Mr. Bolton
suggested that it would be wise to frame
it s0 as to embrace those who were inter-
ested in forest conservation, and yet who
were not beekeepers. Accordingly, Mr.
Scullin moved that the association be
called ‘“ The Dunkeld and Western Dis-
triet Bee-farmers’ and Forest Protection
Association.” — Seconded by Mr. F.
Kearns and carried.

On the motion of Messrs. Bolton and
K. Fisher it was decided that the mem-
bership be 2/6 per annum.

Mr. Frost moved that Mr. Scullin be
elected president.— Seconded by Mr. H.
Womersley and carried.

Mr Frost was elected vice-president,
on the motion of Messrs. Bolton and
Fisher.

It was resolved that the committee con-
sist of eight members, four to form a
quorum, besides the president, and
Messrs. Bolton, D. Kearns, A. Young,
H. Womersley, E. Fisher, F. Kearns,
Frost and V. Womersley were elected.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE LANDS

DEFARTMENT,

Mz, Scullin moved that this meeting of
heekeepers and others interested in the
bee-farming industry desives respectfully
to draw the attention of the Minister of
Lands and of the Forests’ branch to the
‘growing importance of bee-farming in
the north-western district, and to request
on behalf of the number of young men
and others who are entering upon this
pursuit that bee-farming, as an increasing
and valuable adjunct to rural prosperity,
may receive more careful recognition of
- its claims, and that, in the future, when
applications for permission to ringhark
trees upon Crown lands are made, a re-
port upon the suitability of the timber
for honey production should be obtained
from some competent person or persons,
in addition to the usual report as to the
value for saw-milling purposes of such
trees, before the granting of such applica-
tions be decided on.—Seconded by Mr.
F. Kearns and carried.

In speaking on the foregoing motion,
Mz. Bolton said he was responsible for
drawing up that and the subsequent re-
solutions, his idea being thatif they were
to fight against the old conservative tra-
dition in the Lands office as to grazing
they might achieve what they formed
themselves into an association for. At
present there was no consideration paid
to the beekeeping indusiry, but because a
man was a grazier and a Crown tenant,
he got permission off-hand to ring the
trees; there was nothing to stop him.
The great object they must persistently
fight for, as the Adrgus told him to do,
was to get the people in the Lands Office
to think of something else as of value be-
sides grass. At Bepcha a man had ob-
tained permission to ringhark somewhere
about 1,000 acres, and on going up to the
land he found that several hundred acres
of rich yellow box and ironbark had just
been rung, the leaves were withering,
the flow of honey was stopped, and the
immediate result was some two or three
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hundred pounds’ loss to him (Mr. Bolton)
and he had to begin discharging men
and shifting bees straight away. There
was noshing to prevent other graziers on
either side obtaining similar permission,
and thus destroying the industry. The
injustice was that that they allowed the
trees to be destroyed without hearing
what the beekeeper had to say; he was
sacrificed without having an opportunity
of speaking in his defence. When a man
applied for a permit to destroy this valu-
able honey-yielding timber, that applica-
tion should reach the 1 nds office and be
communicated to the bee farmers in the
vicinity, and let hoth parties appear and
give their views on the questions. That
was only British justice, and on it hinged
their industry. Hundreds of pounds
would be put into the husiness it the
Goyernment would so secure the timber

that everything would not be sacrificed, -

but at present there was no encourage-
ment to a man to spend his money when
at a moment’s notice all his interests,
time and money would be lost.

Mr. Young moved the second resolu-
tion as follows:— That in districts
suited to bee-farming, and of recognised
poor grazing capacity, and where bee-
keeping is alveady being carried on, this
meeting considers that common justice
should demand that before a permit is
granted to destroy the honey-yielding
trees, hoekeepers, whose invested capital
and labour for many years past may be
at stake, should be notified and should be
given farr opportunity to show what
effect such destruction will have upon
their enterprise. This concession on be-
half of this industry would lead, this
meeting considers, to a feeling of confi-
dence and assurance as to the permanency
of bee pasturage that would greatly en-
courage the development of and the in-
vestment of capital in the industry, with
consequent opening for many men who
have neither the land mor the physical
strength to engage in other branches of
agriculture.” — Seconded by Mr. D.
Kearns and carried.
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»  Mr. Womersley moved and Mr Scullin
seconded : “That this meeting further
desirves to state, in support of the two

, previous claims fo consideration, that it
is a proved fact —-1. That in many areas
hee-farming is capable of yielding more
value in produce than grazing. 2. That

Mthe permanent establishment of a well-
conducted bee-farm involves a greater

v outlay in buildings and plant and a lar-
ger employment of labour than is involved

* in carrying on a grazing area. 3. That
the national asset in trees (together with

’ such other gains as it is claimed result by
competent authorities) is conserved by the
preservation of the red gum, yellow and

, grey box and ironbark trees, so essential

to bee farming. 4. That the gain in
wool produce (if any results) from ring-
barking is altogether out of proportion
less than the loss of this industry, and the
country at large thereby caused. 5,
) &lhat because bee-farming can be carried
_ on simultaneously with grazing, the
|J fostering of the first-named industry in
. any such regions as the upper Grlenelg,
#the “blue blocks,” and others, where
bee-farming thrives, leads to an inereased
. population and a doubled land produc-
’ tion.—Clarried.

»

|
i
.
]

GENERAL.
d » Mr. Bolton moved that the following
resolution he forwarded to the Mary-
? borough league, ¢That this meeting of
. beekeepers and others interested in forest
i *conservation desirves to express its warm
. and hearty appreciation of the formation
¥ of the National Forests’ Protection League,
and purposes to assist in every legitimate
The
, mover advised those present to join the
Torests’ League, the subscription to
© _which was 1s. The motion was scconded
4 by Mr. F. Kearns, and carried.
¥  As a hint to the bee-farmers, Mr. Frost
said that an acre of Chinese lavender
A Would give a ton of honey, which had
+ , been tried and proved at Sorrento, quot-
| *ing as his authority the late Baron von
\ }Iue]ler.

2

] %my the objects of that league.”
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Mzr. Frost said he knew of a lot of
young men in Dunkeld and other dis-
triets who were making application for
the “blue blocks,” and he thought if
would be adyisable to pass a resolution
to the effect that those who were bee-
farmers should have the preference for
their industry. If they were fortunate
in getting a holding, they would in the
desire to protect the industry, alse pro-
tect the trees. —Mr. Bolton heard that
these blocks were to be balloted for, and
in that case there would be no preference
for bee farmers possible.—Mr. Scullin
was of opinion that it was usual to select
a number of candidates, and ballot after-
wards.—Mr, Bolton said there would be
no harm in passing a motion that bee-
farmers should have the preference.—Mry,
Scullin said that anyhody could say they
weore bee farmers,—Mr. Frost remarked
that they would have to guarantee that.
He moved that this meeting considers it
advisable that preference be given to all
bee farmers who are making application -
for selection on the land thrown open, and
termed the ““ blue blocks.” —Seconded by
My Bolton.—M-r. Scullin suggested that
the motion should read *those who are
malking their living out of bee farming,”
and this being agreed to, the motion was
carried in the altered form.

Mz. Seullin moved that the varvious re-
solutions passed should be forwarded to
the proper quarters, which was seconded
by Mr. D. Kearns, and carried.

A Whole Bee-keeping Family.

A Mrs. Laws writes to the dmerican
Bee Journal—I always enjoy the writings
of ““ Our Bee-Keeping Sisters,” and since
this department has been started, the
American Bee Journal has become doubly
interesting. I often wondered how much
interest was really taken by beekeepers’
wives in their fusband’s business,

I regret to note that those sisters who
write seem to be “paddling their own
canoe,” and there is no husband connected
with the business. Now, please record
that here is one sister who is trying to be
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a ‘““helpmeet” to her husband, especially
in the busy season of the year. For
eight months our four children are in
school, therefore at that season we do not
have much time for bee-work, neither is
there a necessity for a great rush in the
bee yards. Yet, on Saturdays we make
and wire frames, paint hives, put together
nucleus shipping-boxes, &ec., and always
manage to find something we can do pro-
fitably that might have to go undone
later.

I must say it is a pleasure to spread
the paint on nice, clean, new hives, and T
have painted a hundred in one day, and
manage, by the help of our girls, to keep
up our housework, too. With 500 col-
onies of bees in seven yards, from 4 to 20
miles out, there is hustling when the
honey-flow begins until ready to be taken
from the hives.

In this delightful climate camp life
among the hills is delightful, with a
wagon loaded with extracting and camp-
ing outfit, plenty of ““grub,” tents, bed-
ding, &c., the wagon going ahead, we
follow in the carriage. Best of all we
have a negro cook who tends the team,
helps about the heavy lifting, and does
the odd jobs, and is much appreciated.

‘We usually reach the yard next to be
worked in the afternoon. Tents erected,
supper prepared and over, we spread our
beds for the night, and early next morn-
ing we are ready for business. Husband
and our eldest son, Huber, age 16, will
remove the honey from the hives and
bring it to the extracting tent, while my-
self, and Alice, 14, and Kate, 12, will ex-
tract the honey and cut out'the nice white
combs and pack in screw-cap cans ready
for the market.

Are we afraid of stings? Yes, some—
and stray bees brought into the extract-
ing tent sometimes annoy, by crawling
around too familiarly.

Our girls insist that it is more cleanly
and comfortable to wear boys’ overalls
while working in the extracting house,
hence they have their papa to buy them
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large, roomy overalls, which are drawn®* |
on over their clothing. Of course, §
visitors are not expected.

‘We have never kept a record of a «
whole day’s work, but T think myself
and two girls can extract, cut out, and #
pack, a ton of this bulk-comb honey in . |
one day, with sufficient help to do the* !
lifting, !

.

Making Soft Candy. F oo

1. Into a brass preserving pan, or ‘
i

4

f

enamelled iron one put 7 lb. of sugar
(fine granulated), 1} pints of water, and
1 tablespoontul cream of tartar. 2. Put
on a brisk opan fire, stirring constantly to
prevent burning, until it comes to the boil. *
3. When at the boiling point, cease stir- ,,k
ring. Withdvaw slightly from fire to !
prevent boiling over, until the mass begins

to settle down to boil, which is readily |
known by the frothiness leaving it. 4 q
Have ready a teacup of cold water, and, !
with a teaspoon, lift out a little syrup, ﬁl
and drop into the water. Tf it mixes
readily with the water, it is not boiled™
enough ; but if it lies at the bottom of |
the teacup, so as to lift like very thick |
paste, or putty, it is just right, and ready

to be removed from the fire. If too much
boiled, the syrup will he hard and crisp in 1
the water, which can be remedied by |
adding a little water to the syrup after if
has been taken from the fire. Two |
minutes’ boiling is sufficient for the above 4
guantity. 5. Next have ready some
shallow plates, or, preferably, shallow tin ¢
dishes ; returning to the pan, which may f
be placed in cold water, or, better still, irs s
a running stream to hasten the cooling pro- ]
cess. Then stir the mass constantly until it
begins to get greasy-looking, gradually |
getting whiter and stiffer. Lastly, pow,
nto the dishes and allow it to cool. The
result will be a very fine-grained, moist,
soft candy, that will cut readily with a
knife. To the above I may add that thef 7
sugar should be dry and finely granulated, 4
the cream of tartar free from damp and

fresh, and the five as strong as possible. 4 J
L
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# T find the ordinary kitchen range much

)

>

too slow, so that an open fire, with an
arrangement called a ‘““swee” in some
parts of Scotland, to withdraw the pan
when boiling from the blaze, is the best.
T usually make about 40 1b. at one hoil-
ing, and find it takes from seven to ten
minutes’ boiling briskly for that quantity.,
‘Whatever candy is not required for
present use should be kept in a dry place,
as it is liable to be affected by the
different changes of temperature.—HBee-
keepers llecord.

KPRTRTRIRSARRRERTICATZRACIZ g
CAPPINGS. g
n

2 From American and other Fee Journals,
AR RRRRR222R222223 2222022222y
+ There is an old saying, we must go
from home to get news. We clip the

following from the Irish llee Jowrnal, Tt
will be seen we are regarded as
. ‘“foreigners’’ :—

Foreran Comprrivion.—The Australians are
talking of flooding the English market with
honey at 13d. per lb., free on board at Sydney,
and selling at 8d. to the consumer. The
freight to London, from Sydney, is 50s. per
ton, It costs 46s 8d. per ton to send Irish
honey by ship direct to London from Dublin.
In London last year, when several tons of
Federation honey were being sold, buyers pro-
duced samples of excellent Australian honey
at 6d per lb. in glass jars It is not easy to
compete with Australia at 1id. and practically
the same freight. i

The occasional ecrystallization of one
jar of honey which granulates, while the
others remain bright and liquid, is
accounted for by the fact that the bottle
either contains a small portain of grit, or
is slightly rough or irregular in some
particular part of the inside, which lends

~ a starting point of crystallization to the

sugars which are contained in the honey in
¢ what we will term a state of super-satura-
tion. An experiment (on crystallisation),
using sulphate of soda for the purpose,
most beautifully illustrates this theory.
If we take a quantity of sulphate of soda,
dissolve it in a minimum quantity of hot
water, and whilst warm tie over the neck
of the vessel in which it is contained a
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parchment paper and allow it to cool, we
can at any moment cause the solution to
erystalise by the puncturing of the paper
with a needle, or by keeping the bottle
air-tight we can retain it in solution form,
Again, we can make solutions of chemicals,
and can manipulate them without any
signs of separation, but the introduction
of a further small crystal of the same,
or some other substance, will spontane-
ously cause the ecrystalisation of the
whole, and T feel assured that the granula-
tion of honey can be accelerated by the
addition of a very small crystal of the
ordinary cane-sugar.— W. Shortland in
British Bee Journal.

In rabbiting and fishing there is al-
ways something to do. There is more
spare time in ““ Birding.” But in all of
them there are little tricks, by which, if
not too lazy, one can add a few shillings
to the stocking, Fancy getting a
sovereign for a lerosene tin of honey. Tt
weighs 60lbs., and not long ago one could
got 4d a 1b. But “we” got that out of
one tree, and 5s for the swarm which we
captured next day. Youdon't get it now,
because no one has the sov. And we
had six or seven hottles for ourselves,
and six pounds of beeswax. So many
got at the game that bee trees were cut
down when there was no need to do so,
honey was carelessly rendered, and now,
unless well got up and from known bee-
farmers, it is only valuable as a camp
luxury or necessity if you have no sugar.
A good snake’s skin, well pegged out and
dried is saleable at half-a-crown to five
shillings.— The Wrinkler, in t/eo. Wileox
& Co’s. Review.

Doolittle breeds from queens whose
workers give largest yields.

Candied honey in paper bags is recom-
mended by one Aiken in America. The
bags are very cheap. A pen knife runs
two or three slits in the paper, which is
then easily peeled off, leaving the lump
of granulated honey on the plate like a
brick of butter, and which is cut from and
placed on bread same as butter would be,

=
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FOR SALE.  ALLAN & CO.

N easy terms if desiredi BEE SwUP]PL.Y
O it hbms edd  OONMISSION ACENTS,
B. TIPPER, (Bee Bulletin) :

West 1&‘1&&‘%%-11(81f %zﬂisl.low Tree, 242 S U S S E x S T.’
SYDNEY.

IF YOU KEEP FOWLS,

——YO0U SHOULD READ——

Che Australian Nen. Special Attention Given to.

3 :

THE ONLY POULTRY P\ ’\[.,EFUSTL iy Consignments of
BLISHED IN R ;

i s HONEY AND WAX.
Send for a sample copy a post card will do)
which will be mailed free by return, if you

mentionthisjom'n&)w( HONEY TINS SUPPLlED
Address—THE MANAGER, .. { :
“The Australian Hen,”’ SYND FOR PRICE LISTS.
204 George-Street, Sydney, -
And Woy Woy, N.8.W. BEST ITALIAN QUEENS.

Having gained the high reputation that my
TO B E EKE E P ERS . knowledge and experience in Queen breeding,
Sveiad Y enables me to supply QUEENS SUPERIOR

\OR HIGHEST PRICES and PROMPT TO ANY. As I breed for MOST DESIR-

E i ! 3 o ABLE QUALITIES COMBINED (Tongue
RETURNS CONSIGN YOUR HONEY, included—not tongne alone), and dr:siringa to

WAX, Ete. to maintain that roputation, I again submit for
i your consideration, the fact, that I can supply
Ps J. Moy & CO-: to satisfaction :—QUEENS (Untested), 5/-.
2 Tested one, 10/-; three, 25/-; six, 45/- |
161 SUbSEX-bTR{BET, Slock Testol o 1500 | - ) 40/-; ”’ 70/- <
SYDNEY. Extra Choice,, 25/-; ,, 60/-; e

Also Swarms, Stock Hives, and Implements

SCALX Ogl PRICKES. W ABRAM, ‘1

THE ITELIAN BEE FARM,

BEECROFT, nrar SYDNEY. {

ADVERTISEMENTS The First Bee Farm in Australia, Establish a ‘
IN THE : iy
" - 22 years. Always Winner of Most Prizes.

Australian Bee Bulletin, - 5
E—Per Annum, £5. ' ' ;
s The Lone Star Apiarist. -
5 Per Quarter, £1 155:.3 LR S j :

f ER PAGE—Per Annum, £3. : i : :‘
i S Per Half Year, £1 15, For Bee Keepers 1
Per Quarter, £1. 2 ;
ONE-LIGHITH PAGE—Per Annum, £1 158 BY ce eepers :
o ) Per Half Year, £1. A Monthly Journal. One Dollar a Year. 7 !
: ix % Per Quarter, 12s. %
SINGLE INSERTIONE{E?&%:;]] ,zisﬁgd. Published by the A‘].
: ucce 3 . E ]
If booked, 10 per cent. extra added to the LONE STAR APIARIST PUBLISHING Co. j
above rates Floresville, TEXAS, TU.,S.A. .i
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