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Collecting and displaying bushes have a hint of red in the stem Press flowers as soon as possible after 

lants is ed ti |, artisti and the beautiful maroon leaves seem to cutting. That way specimens retain 

BantsS/S luca onal, arustic glow. Such specimens, gathered in more color in the drying process. Use 

and fun. Here’s a new way to winter, work in very well with pressed smooth white paper toweling, white 
make a collage. wildflowers and foliage of plants gath- facial tissue or newsprint. In an emer- 

ered in other seasons. gency newspapers will do quite well. 
. “Woolies,” boots, and even snow- There are also specially prepared 

ie nie oe tion shoes can come in handy when you pressing papers that can be purchased 
hit the snowy trail for winter specimens. in some art stores and hobby shops. 

A hike down a country road in search Be sure to take along a good pair of Unfortunately, they only come in small 

of natural collage materials has obvious garden shears or clippers. This will sheets about the size of notepaper. But 

intrinsic value all its own but also many enable you to make clean cuts, which is they have the advantage of being 
side benefits not anticipated. First of all, better for both you and the plants. reusable. 
it gets you outdoors. Secondly, you find You'll need only a few specimens, Do the pressing in a location where 

yourself really looking at wild plants, (sometimes less than eight to a dozen the plants can sit under their weights for 

observing the character of the leaves, with stems and leaves) to make a several weeks or months and not be 

stems and stocks as you never have gorgeous 16 by 20 inch natural collage. disturbed. That way you can let your 
before. In truth, you may find when In summer, never strip plants. Rather natural specimens thoroughly dehydrate 

you've finished that you've also had a take only two or three blooms from one before using them. Q 

“minnie course”’ in botany! and then a little of the foliage from 
Spring, summer and fall are not the another. Discretion prevents injury. 

only seasons for gathering collage 

materials. Winter is a good time too. 

The weeds, grasses and stems you see ae 

peeking out above snow drifts, between ce W 
rocks and along the shores of rivers and \\ as 
ponds always surprise with their stark, \ | 

silhouette-like beauty. They make us ‘ Teal we 
more aware of a plant’s true skeletal i 3 GESS0 Brush 
form and have a loveliness all their own. vue oN ces Clear = 

| like to look for swamp grass, seed \ Dees é chit mae Pe 
pods, dried spiderwort and the wonder- \ REF SL 3 a a LU) 
fully colorful wild blackberry. The Ss “QS Fe ~ 7s Mor “—<Po 

SSS Ss © 

GESSO 
Gesso is a very ancient art material. Toor rnaruralicel ; hee ; 

meri) §— | [0 costs your natural cole you nfl ead these: « wood panel of whaler ica You, 
tured pieces at the “Treasures of 3, 4 and 5 work best) , oil paints, bottle of brush cleaning fluid or turpentine, screw eyes and 
Tutankhaman” exhibit in Chicago in picture wire (for back side of the panel) and macrame cord and glue (optional) , to use in 

1977 used gesso as a base for final finishing your frame. 
decoration. 

Two pieces were covered with 
gesso, then gilded. The third, a head a ES un eh eee 
of Tutankhaman as a child was a good | 
example of a carved wood piece 
overlaid with gesso, then painted. y A : 

This means gesso dates back to at { if 
least 1350 b.c., and more likely, back f ii - 
to Akhenaten’s reign, the pharaoh who . 4 
preceded Tutankhaman, or maybe ae 
even before that! LEZ BE a > 

The Random House Dictionary (A G < ce iy Ls 
defines gesso as: 1-Gypsum or plaster YF a EAE (= 
of Paris prepared with glue for use asa SP x 
surface for painting. 2-Any plasterlike = SVe™\ << 
preparation to prepare a surface for le 3 dy / Se 
painting, gilding, etc. x f fh \\ 

Some art stores carry both ready- x = Ay 
mixed and dry forms of gesso. wy Ay a 
However, ready-mixed is most serfaine = 7 
popular. A new jar of it is usually quite \ 
runny and designed to use in surfacing 
canvas oil painting. However, for 
natural collages, gesso that has turned 
slightly thick with age should be used. 
It is easier to build up a surface and p Plan out your composition on another white surface. A piece of white paper the size of 

sculpture with gesso when it is slightly the wood panel works fine. In this picture-planning process, be sure to use the same 
on the thick side! Let it stand awhile natural material or flowers you'll use in the collage. 

before starting your collage. Illustrations by author. Continued next page... 

5



4 Choose a piece of wood paneling oe 
with an interesting grain pattern that 7 

will go well with your intended picture. fe bee 
Have it cut large enough to include the 
width of the frame. Next, using masking e a 
tape, carefully cover the outside border 2 yy 
where the frame will go with a strip as wide Stee) 

= as you want your frame to be. If the va GESSO' 
eee as masking tape is pressed on well, you will not Bern wie a ra have to worry about gesso creeping under a firme 

<< meee j the edges of the taped area intended for 
SS ee your frame. 

6 As you work with the palette knife, 
KB think about how you would like your 

5 Drill holes and place the screw eyes OF sky to be. Do you want clouds? If so, try 
in position to hold the picture wire on sculpting the edges of cloud formations in 

the back of your panel before starting the the gesso. Also, try to show hills or other 
collage. If you try to do this operation after ————————j|\———__——_, features you might want in the lower portion 
the picture is finished, it is difficult because | Se of your picture. It is easier to do this if your 
you cannot lay the panel on its face. Zé! meets gesso is a little on the thick side, about the 

eee consistency of pudding. When this is 
completed, you are ready to start 

Pour on the gesso, using a palette Caliceeslis) Hehe tlic, 
knife to spread it over the panel. 

rt} 

= a 
fs BRus# / 

l, LEANER] 

Pra 0 . 

Ae ee eng “ “e ys: ee 
Jk an “iy, Ww & eS ~ 

Le JW), IW 
. N 4 i= ee iy J 

So RK S Y 
eae 7‘ L — WY A 

Yey y, os wy / 
ea ee ee 

Br — 8 After the gesso is thoroughly dry, 
ee — a which takes about a day, you'll be 
JU eg 3 = = ready to work up the background. Using an 

7 7 Se ie = oil brush, paint carefully between the 
J ics 3 Y GF “= foliage. Your paint will work best if it is thin 

= and watery, like an oil wash. To attain this 
‘ 1 consistency, mix a little turpentine with the 

fi Transfer weeds, stems, seed pods and other dried plants from the prearranged composi- paint or use brush cleaning fluid of the kind 
tion to the wood panel. Do it while the gesso is still wet, carefully placing each piece in sold at art and hobby shops. Your choice of 

its place, one by one. Be sure your dried plants are well anchored in the wet gesso. Take care background colors will depend on the 
not to let the gesso creep to the top surfaces of your natural materials. composition and your own personal choice. 

SA: Rea / RS. WY = = ‘ eS WN : > 

WAS Gti) — » ISSGQy Sw SY Cu Z G ¢ <S& a 
Ty go Cae e SAO Ag 

a 
MH 

9 Remove masking tape from the border and prepare to finish the 10 Another effective treatment is to glue macrame cord on the 
outer edges of the panel. One way is to sand and stain the outside edges of the panel. This gives a rope-like effect which 

edges to match the rest of the frame. can be quite attractive with some arrangements. This effect should be 
repeated by gluing a strip of the same cord around the edges of the 
picture, right next to the hardened gesso. Fasten the picture wire to the 
screw eyes on the back of the panel and prepare to hang your ‘‘natural 
collage” on the spot already picked out on your wall. Then, stand 
back and admire! 
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Cross country skiers have cocoa and the food. Miraculously, my _ coaster through its kettles, up and down, 
promises to keep with snow, ’72 wagon starts and creaks along to this _a surprise at every turn. The sky glows 

‘ 9 special place where a Wisconsin glacier warmer; the mist rises to reveal a star- 

especially Oe DNR's Kettle dropped its giant burden at the head of __ tled, weaving rabbit, exploding snow at Moraine trails ’ 
: Nordic Trail in the Kettle Moraine, just | every dart. A junco becomes my silent 

, F south of Palmyra. The parking lot is companion with fluttering wings the 
DAVID L. ae SON, Ski Trail now deserted but will host scores of cars _ only sign of its presence. 

Consultant, Oconomowoc by midday. I am as hungry for skiing on Gliding out of the wooded kettles, I 
In the icebox of winter, cross country this cold, blustery, dark morning as a _ move along exposed ridges where at both 

skis are a warming thrill for any seden- summer mosquito is thirsty for blood. sides gullies and ravines drop precip- 

tary life style. Even on a frigid day, a ski I hurry now to wax the skis green. _itously. Below, a lone deer watches me 
tour through the Kettle Moraine State Polishing and spreading wax never fails glide past. Curious at first, it soon 
Forest offers a smorgasbord of sensual to give me the first tingle of warmth that bounds away. 

delight. Out there, one’s breath will last the day. Then, stuffing my All along the trail, animals leave their 
explodes into a dazzling array of ice crys- parka into the pack for those meditative traces. Tracks show mice, fox and 
tals and the rush of wind tingles your pauses along the way, I head down the __ pheasants. Red-stained _ snow, 
skin and paints sharp frosting on the outer 15-kilometer loop of the Nordic _ imprinted with tufts of feathers indicate 
face. The crunch of snow under skis Trail in anticipation of its vistas and _an owl has made its kill. It is almost as 
makes brisk music. Early morning on challenges. The air is heavy and pockets though I have entered these lands 
the trail beckons in strange ways. of frozen mist have painted hoarfrost in _ uninvited. 

To get ready I pack a hearty cheese, the low kettles. As the mist parts for my A pine plantation, whose towering 
some sausage and my old wine skin. passage, ice crystals cling to my face. limbs form a cathedral ceiling, shuts off 
Outside, the muted sounds of night The predawn is heavy with silence. __ the first shaft of sunlight. The boughs, 
almost send me back. “Too cold” my The only sounds are my skis coarsely _laden with virginal snow, arch graciously 
bones protest. And the shadows say singing over the light-dusted frost and over the cavernous trail, dusting my 
“Too dark, go back to bed.” the methodical plug of my poles through forehead. Above, a shadow hops from 

But I load up the skis anyway and fill the crust. branch to branch. Several others soon 
my pack with mitts, a thermos of hot Here the trail teases with a roller appear and finally the chickadees 

ie



protest my presence. Then, golden e Ca e So Ae Cerenee  d 
shafts of light penetrate and I melt ere EA Ny \ ON e ee RE SE 
between them gleaning the first warmth RES) Sd Kee? ‘ ee? eX = .. Pe ced 
in this cold sanctuary, now filled with CSS Rt t fants 2 ." os be 
pine incense and the chorus of awak- SS RAN eed, j a PL iti oN Atk INS Nooske’ 
ening birds. ee Le tC ia er eo Oy A Ce 

Exiting along a lengthy aisle, I move sR SR eee ae ‘ RS a pa Oe LE 
into open fields long abandoned by disil- ie 3 oo 0 or my OS ae ee Daa SS SS 
lusioned settlers, land now encroached rere fac Ps forte. Ne ee > am 
by poplar, ash, sumac and cedar. A ee et AL ee > Bo Ee EN x 
massive, lone oak stands silent sentry at tee Kes 4 ys) Ae Me a eee Se Me LI 

a trail intersection. To my right, above a ea eee fis c ee LP bs Py aes ¥ 
hidden ravine, lies the remnant of an oak eo ater eo ok: cd Ce | ne eee OH Ra 

i i i er Seay ae NS ee bP i EO poe genre A 
opening. It survives along a ridge Fé th ae tf “ Oa neg OF: STG Be Mg ae i 
through which fires once raced, clearing “a fet ms li A be x Pros er ‘A ss 
out underbrush to leave majestic red Aaa a BA ere ji > ‘\i VM Let en Srie Se AS 
oaks and a carpet of mellow prairie. Remi 8A 4 bs Pay Ric A hs ag we E We 5 

I pause under this huge oak to nibble ae ae * i S) PX’ \ “ee pees wedi oe 
my cheddar cheese and spiced sausage. ae I AI ae Ge Hr cn Ais 
A sudden warmth surges in my stomach, are : ad Tne 6 & ae pa 
the savor of hot cocoa. Ae ee - a. fe te eae 4 te Fi 3 a) 

Continuing, I descend to an aban- % bre aoe Pais * iy ae BAY ee Rie eg) 
doned logging road that leads past CN eee Te OR Hier vig ergs eee) |i & 
frozen ponds. These vast potholes were , say fl ae Re \ be ee ea Ph ise 
formed by the melting of mammoth “a pe ee ay tun Aaah NS aia 
blocks of ice buried beneath the debris . AP | f 7 = “ie th ’ rer eee 
of a dying glacier. Mature oaks and { Te WE oy ESS VEN 
maples line the trail like mute spectators ’ ay Testis. A yi Dy \ . — ' 
watching a parade. Decorated with Sage SS Vg % (= wes 
rotted stumps cut nearly a century ago, Ser ; by) | \ #4 Baty KAN ee 
the trail winds through other pine plan- ' } 4 i & a Rots Ne 
tations, dipping and tucking its way 2S a / a i oe a ‘ P 

around more oak openings that crowd "fal tae wi Af pe - 
the ridgetops. Red oak blight has wy fs . ye — ; 
afflicted this area and trees, completely 4m “ae a ——— — 
devoid of bark, grimly cast sharp, skel- we = 2 4 
etal shadows across the almost golden ( ys ae a eae grees 
snow. Here and there evidence of high aed . Pe eee 
winds — downed trees and cracked a 2 9 mr a> 
limbs — strew the landscape. et me ‘ a 

After another downward plunge I lad eis @ od . 
make a steep ascent to be rewarded by a z Sead - 

remarkable vista, reserved for those who y 
have had the endurance to come this far. is sae A me ‘ 
A hundred feet below, walled with Se ee 
wooded thickets lies the jewel of the ee eae aon 
Nordic Trail, an exquisite pond latticed aay - 
with myriad animal tracks. I hear a snap 
of branch! A buck exits through the 
underbrush. Birds are active now, 
feeding on seed stalks of prairie plants 

that project only inches above the snow. The trail plunges to the very edge of the frozen pond. | marvel at open water at the pond’s 
A bench invites me to sit awhile and edge, where a spring flows richly under the ice. Photo by author 

Top right: 
SOUTHERN KETTLE MORAINE STATE FOREST SKI TRAILS*| the jewel of the Nordic Trail is an 
Address: 591 W. 39091 HWY.59 Phone: (414) 594-2135 exquisite pond. Pretty patterns dot 
TRAIL DISTANCE FACILITIES the ice. Photo by Suzanne C.F. Herman 

John Muir Bottom right: 
3 mi S of Palmyra on CTH H 22.7 km/14.2 mi, 3 loops PT Land long-abandoned by 

McMiller system disillusioned settlers is now 

4 mi SW of Eagle on CTHNN 25 km/16 mi, 5 loops WSTP See er Upo By. Corte eet 
Nordic expanse of prairie, dimpled with 

3 mi S of Palmyra on CTH H 25.6 km/16 mi, 7 loops WPT kettles. “Kettle Hills” by Mel Kishner 
Scuppernong 

5 mi N of Eagle on CTH ZZ 12.3 Km/7.7 mi, 4 loops [PP 

*State parks sticker required. 
KEY: W=Water S=Shelter T-=Toilets P= Plowed Parking 
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enjoy. Fog in the kettle slowly lifts and pa = follows treed fencelines constructed by 
wood duck nest boxes appear along the ‘ ‘i Norwegians long before DNR ever 
pond’s edge amongst brown, snow- f en " SC acquired these abandoned lands. All 
capped cattails. On the horizon, dark : ff iz along, boulders are mounded in silent 
clouds signal more snow soon. i ne testimony to the futile hopes of this 

Then the trail plunges to the very F . ae q : area’s first settlers. 
edge of the frozen pond. I shudder at the : yy 6 ‘ A series of kettles approach. I can 
brisk cold pocketed there and marvel at ey ee 3 s b> choose to boldly dip down into them or 
the open water at the pond’s edge where ee a CD - be secure and skirt around. The first 
a spring flows richly under the ice. Ce pain oy i, cy ey a sting of fresh snow bites my cheeks as I 

An expert section of trail, designed . ee tee Ee Zi ee 8 hurl into the kettle. 

for the hearty and skilled, lies ahead. It Ww te Bi iy Wn | After several more kilometers of 
challenges me. Probably the most diffi- ye a ee Pail (Mae? «rolling terrain I return to the trailhead. 
cult terrain here, this loop has claimed Meme i OC: Sie y Te i ao The snow coats me and trees in the 
more than its share of snapped skis, bent mea EV HM Higa ie distance slowly vanish in a shimmering 
poles and heavy oaths. At the end I ia ClO i veil of white. 
emerge slowly, fleeced in snow and ne or At the parking lot I am not surprised 

tending a few bruises, but I wear a smug , ee by the scores of cars tucked in for the 
smile. ' a > day. Skiers are everywhere, but surpris- 

A “swoosh” suddenly erupts behind aa o ingly, the Nordic Trail system absorbs 
me! Breathing heavily, a skier clad in The sky glows warmer, and the mist rises to them all. 

bright racer colors pounds down the — '©V94! @ fabbit. Photo by Greg Scott Before heading off, I munch on the 
tracks. Beads of perspiration drain from last of my cheese and take that last swig 
his forehead and his yellow and black burst out whenever a small one teeters to of cocoa. My body melts into the bliss of 
outfit glows in the midmorning haze. He the snow. By the time I overtake them, a soft car seat as heat slowly filters in 
stops and we exchange courtesies. How three small snowmen grin at me through from the wagon’s engine. In a’glut of 

he’s from Waukesha hoping to ski 30 snowcaked clothing. I pass them and satisfaction, I head for home in heavy 
kilometers by noon, how I’m from from behind, another giggle and a snow. The winter has new meaning now 
Oconomowoc out for a leisurely tour. He squeal. I grin to myself. and this new storm is full of promise. I 
complains about the sitzmarks on the Then, a long, gentle downhill glide will be back soon with my cross country 
expert run; I return a knowing smile. opens before me and I take it easily on skis. We will keep our promises, the 
Then he’s off. ski tracks that others had made this snow and I. 9 

Ahead, on a novice section of trail morning. Ahead, the sky vanishes 
that wanders over a high rolling behind a curtain of light snow. Continuing, | descend an abandoned logging > 

meadow, sparse with pines, a family of I wander into a vast expanse of road that leads past frozen ponds. Photo by Paul 
six enjoys the fun. Squeals of delight _ prairie, dimpled with kettles. The trail Esiernen 

Ahead, on a novice section of trail, a family enjoys the fun. Photo by Bruce Thompson, Division of Tourism 
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About 70% of Wisconsin’s commercial forest is privately owned. “Winter Day” by artist Lester Stevens, courtesy of Childs Gallery, 169 Newbury St., Boston, MA 02116 

The Woodland Tax Law equals trees for the future. Photo by Dale Lang 
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Small woodlot owners who trees. This wood is also utilized on the 

love trees and wildlife often are ~ farm. 
luctant to h t bi Anderson’s woodlands remained on 

reluc mt 0 harvest because ’ the regular tax rolls for many years until 
they believe a cut could hurt recently, when the pressure of increasing 
the thing they treasure. Usually & rural values in this area near an urban 
it’s just the opposite. center forced him to take advantage of 

— the Woodland Tax Law. This law gives 
JERRY LAPIDAKIS, DNR Forest Tax a let ee incentive to keep the area as 
Supervisor Lj x : 

2 More than 342,000 acres have been 
eae oo CWEXere : , entered under the Woodland Tax Law 

Ot MACRO < . i since its inception in 1954. Currently, 

“| have always been a great lover of a a owners pay 40¢ per acre a year in taxes. 
trees and felt that if you cut down a tree sia <—_ _ = - In return they agree to protect the wood- 

it was gone and pretty soon your Ld ™ Po Ee hil . land pe ee practices oo carry 
woodlot would be destroyed. So | hesi- % ba out good forest management. To 

tated to cut anything. But a lumber F _ hs qualify, an owner must have 10 or more 
sawyer Came around one year and he A acres of timberland on which he agrees 
told me that | should cut some of those = hes nh approved Heaecaeae 

big trees that | had in the woods. | plan. This law is intended for smaller 

called the area forester and he marked woodlots (less than a full 40’) and is 

seven acres of oak for timber stand suited mainly to the agricultural portions 
improvement, as they call it. “At first, | felt bad that | was cutting all those of the state. The majority of entries are 

“| cut down enough trees, | believe, nice trees,”’ says Anderson. “But today | have in the southern half of the state. 
jut 1 a young, healthy and vigorous woodlot.”” Photo je work Anderson has done brought to get about 10,000 feet of lumber and eyes te thy 2 a ig dot.” Th broughi 

all the time | was doing it | felt bad that | DN cee lee him oss ll pete 1976 hoe ite Ane 
as cutti Il th ice trees. Thi ican Tree Farm Program which selecte 

sheers had! nat ee growth and quality. And he’s planting him as Tree Poet of the Year in his 
growth of new timber and | felt that | the right trees where needed. southern Wisconsin district. The 
was destroying it. But as time went on Anderson’s small oak woodland of 33 program recognizes woodland owners 

in the next 10 or 12 or 15 years | was acres has been important to him as a who conserve their forests by using them 
amazed to see that where the undesir- source of lumber for barns, a machine wisely today and keeping them healthy 
able mature trees had been cut that new shed, a poultry house and other build- for the future. If you see a diamond- 
growth came up very rapidly. Today | ings. It’s been recreation for him to shaped green and white sign along the 

have what | think is a young, healthy keep it healthy and productive. road, that says “Tree Farm”’ you'll know 
and vigorous woodlot.” ___One fact many people may not know —_ you're passing a privately-owned wood- 

That's one of the best descriptions is that Anderson’s woodland and all the land that’s under management. 

we’ve ever heard of what forest conser- other small woodlands like it make up Like Anderson, all woodland owners 
vation is all about. The words were the largest part (nearly 60%) of our in Wisconsin can obtain DNR assistance 
spoken by Lyman Anderson, a farmer in forest lands in Wisconsin — and in the in choosing trees to harvest, in improving 
southern Dane County. aderean is United States — almost six of every 10 growth and quality of their woodlands 

harvesting trees, but in a way that will acres. These small woodlands are the and in selecting the best trees to plant. 
keep his woodland always healthy. He's most important source of wood, wildlife Wildlife managers can also assist with 

also working to improve the woods’ ep da olay eae me oe ; selection and planting of game food 
gman ANCES GG) ie 10 shrubs and improvement of wildlife 

make the best use of his woodland while habitat. # 

conserving it for future generations? He For help in managing your woodlot, 

soe ea ae ee contact the local DNR forester or write 
in an area dedi- , the Bureau of Forestry, Box 7921, 

Member cated to wildlife and forestry. The local Madison, Wi Poca q 
game manager and forester provided the 
planning while his family and local youth 

i groups supplied the work force. 

In the oak woodlands his improve- 
FA ment and harvest cutting over the years 
A cy has removed poor quality and mature 

A Sp trees. The cut trees were used as TS 
lumber, firewood and posts. 

Each year he continues to improve 

the wildlife area by cutting poor trees 
that compete with planted shrubs and 
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Wisconsins woodland tax 

r~ $y | ~ ae ih WU , 4 oy he | Li tH 

| we hid iW ty \ "| an Vy a id ih 

OFAN SE? | ST a cP AH peas Via 1 An MeN Gene Aitae | | Reeriueh ar et CMDS Lat ch sa Ee es, } } i a Vem ete ove AYR eas es eT) any eae ee a a oe i) 1 \ : i yi BS | i 1 7] 
ATA Ga ie Be ep Hh ee Laahhon . J i ‘ ti Te ead WT oa. | us alia 

bee oUt bere? 2 Rots ae S aes iE Va i . 
i H eh sed ei pak org co a. Sr Ara a, x ; la’ H 4 \ Ws ‘ en Be ‘ om Aa WAP Yt } 

i 3 i WF alae lang F Ppa Rae , i My, / YT It takes 25 years to grow 
a if . Ls ~~ 4 wy ae 4 te ast a a Hy if , iv i pulpwood logs, 50 years or 
Pee ie v& Ye i Ta ee more to grow sawtimber for 
7: ae YS 6 ~ HOY RO lumber. The Woodland Tax gr ‘ ik ‘eV ty , wey and Forest Crop laws reduce 

eu . r landowner’s property taxes 
\ "4 while trees grow as a crop. 

* ™ DNR photo 

JERRY LAPIDAKIS, DNR Forest Tax sieve, were Woodland tax law ‘Forest crop law 
Ad tle hide pi ae To be eligible under the Woodland Before 1927, forest land in Wisconsin 
arinotle Coun o . Tax Law, a a oe ae of Z = He y iY ae of ihe el itself 

continuous tract of at least 10 acres. It plus the value of the trees standing on 
a ee PUES cannot be a full ‘‘40” section or a full the land. Taxing the value of the 

: government lot. The land must be best standing trees discouraged long-term 
Wisconsin woodlands and forests are suited for growing timber and must be investment in forests and their care. 

growing more wood than is being used for that purpose. Non-productive However, the Forest Crop Law allows 
harvested. But the growth rate is begin- areas cannot exceed 20% of the total forest land to be taxed according to its 
ning to level off, and the rate of harvest area proposed for entry. Tracts with value when harvested. Only entire 
is increasing. If these trends continue, improvements, such as cabins, houses *40's,”’ government lots or fractional lots 
harvest may exceed growth in two or or other structures or alterations with qualify for entry under the Forest Crop 
three decades. assessed value, do not qualify. Law. The land must be well-suited for 

Privately owned forests and woods Applications for entry of land under growing timber and must be used for 
are valuable for soil and water protec- the Woodland Tax Law are available forestry. Except under unusual circum- 
tion, recreation, wildlife habitat and envi- from the Department of Natural stances, non-productive land cannot 
ronmental enhancement. They are also Resources Forest Tax Unit Office, Box exceed 20% of the total area. Improve- 
important to Wisconsin’s future wood 7921, Madison, WI 53707-7921. ments must be minimal and forestry- 
supplies; roughly 70% of the commer- After application, a DNR forester related. 
cial forest in the state is privately owned. inspects the tract. If it qualifies, a 15- Applications for entry of land under 

In Wisconsin, trees require at least 25 year contract is set up. Under it the the Forest Crop Law are available from 
years to grow to pulpwood size (for landowner agrees to follow an approved the DNR Forest Tax Unit Office. Any 
Paper) and 50 years or more to become management plan and to prohibit resident or taxpayer in the municipality 
sawtimber (for lumber). To tax an acre grazing and burning in the woodland. In may request a public hearing on the 
of woods as much as land on which return, DNR, representing the State of application. Notice of the application 
crops mature in one year is inequitable. Wisconsin, agrees to exempt the wood- and of the right to request a hearing is 

Two special Wisconsin tax laws were land from the general property tax. published in a local newspaper. 
passed to eliminate such inequity. The In place of the property tax, the After inspection and approval of the 
Woodland Tax Lawand the Forest Crop owner pays 40 cents per acre per year application, DNR and the landowner 
Law both provide reduced annual taxes to the township in which the tract is enter into a 25 or 50-year contract, at 
while trees grow as a crop. located. The annual payment is recom- the landowner’s option. The landowner 

Some people worry that the tax relief puted at 10-year intervals. Woodlands agrees to open his land to the public for 
these laws provide to woodland owners entered before 1977 pay only 20 cents hunting and fishing and to use sound 
will have to be made up by increased per acre. forest management practices. The 
property taxes for other citizens. The contract remains in force if the contract also requires that a notice of 
However, studies have shown there is land is sold. But if the land is parti- intent to harvest timber be filed with 
little effect. tioned, the contract is cancelled. Land DNR at least 30 days before cutting 

withdrawn from the program before the begins and that a report of products 

expiration date or declassified by DNR harvested be filed within 30 days after 

for failure to comply with the law, is cutting is finished. DNR foresters may 
assessed a penalty payable to the town inspect lands to ensure that proper 

treasurer. 
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cutting methods are used and to check 
on volume. THE LAWS: Woodland tax Forest crop 

Under the contract, the land is SN a ee 
exempt from the general property tax. Size 10 acres or more, but nota full At least a full “40” (quarter-quar- 

In lieu of a property tax the owner must ou Section) or gener) government lot or 
pay 20 cents per acre. DNR also pays Cit ee a eS a 
20 cents per acre annually. These SE ari SDV OOES Se ide se aaa ee OF DULYORIS sp he sy 
payments are divided between the Annual Tax 20¢/acre if entered before 1977. If  10¢/acre if entered before 1972 
county and the township or village. as no 4583) after, 40¢/acre  20¢ if entered afterwards. 

Amounts will be recomputed in 1982 SH dU 
d at 10- ‘ oe ft Fi Severance None. 10% of stumpage value. Land- 

angie Deane reals lie teal a bol Tax owner must file notice of intent to 
woodland entered before 1972, the cut and report atter cut. 
annual payment is 10 cents per acre. erp ane era ia ee 

At harvest, the owner pays the state Public Use None required. ae for public hunting and 

a severance tax of 10% of the value of ia ee a 
wood products taken dann the land Conservation Follow management plan and pro- | Use sound management practices. 

i eal hibit grazing or burning. 
The contract with DNR remains in i ___________ 

force even if ownership changes. In the Withdrawal None if entered prior to 1977. If Difference between actual annual 
fof early withd lor fail i Penalty entered after 1977, 1% ofvalueof “‘acreage share’ and severance 

event of early withdrawal or failure to average acre of woods in county x payment and what would have 
comply with the law, the owner must number of acres in tract x number _ been paid under general property 
make up what he would have paid as of years under the law. tax plus 12% simple interest (5% 

general property tax, plus simple interest if entered before 1978) . 
at 12% (5% for land entered before Application April 30 April 30 

1978) . Deadline 

The contract may be renewed by 
mutual consent. If it is not, the land- 
owner must pay a 10% severance tax 

on the value of standing harvestable 5. i ‘ ‘ iE P 
i fs - Privately owned forests are valuable for soil and water protection, recreation, wildlife habitat and 
timber — just as if the timber had been environmental enhancement — as well as for growing a large share of tomorrow’s timber. 
cut. 9 Photo by Greg Gent 
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Hearings hit Mississippi master plan 
ee Other selected written and Mississippi River system is either support or oppose the 

Madison oral comments: urgently needed, for unlike recommended addition of a 
La Crosse—Forty people “We feel that the commission many wildlife habitats, the 600-foot lock”... DOT. 

testified at a recent public failed to determine destruction of these properties is “To promote increased 
hearing in La Crosse on the environmental effects on the permanent and commercial navigation on 
Upper Mississippi River Basin river from commercial traffic, as irreversible.”...State Historical the river at the expense of 
Comission’s Master Plan. Most required by law.”...Thomas Society of Wisconsin. tourism, the state’s second 

of those attending were Claflin, director, River Studies “Increased competition largest industry, could be a 
critical of the plan and its Center, University of Wisconsin- (from barge lines) could negative ramification for the 
recommendation to build a La Crosse. adversely affect railroads, people of Wisconsin. We 
second 600-foot lock at Alton, “No increase in which might alter their ought to avoid such adverse 
Illinois to expand navigational capacity should freight rates or reliability of impacts.”...Wisconsin 
commercial river navigation. be allowed until the damage service — including the bulk Department of Development. 
Hearings in Minnesota, Iowa, that barges already have transport of coal from “No mention is made of 
Illinois and Missouri done to the ecosystem is western and Illinois coal recommended action to be taken 
followed a similar pattern. repaired. [The master plan fields. Greater fuel costs or a if resource monitoring shows 

In Wisconsin, all but two is] a scheme for giving away decreased reliability of fuel degradation of the river's natural 
people present felt that a a public resource to private supplies for Wisconsin utilities environment due to expansion of 
second lock at Alton, Illinois greed.”...Ralph Schaumer, (could result)”...Wisconsin Public navigation. Will expansion work 

is unjustified, at least until Ellsworth. Service Commission. be stopped? Will tow numbers 

environmental impacts are “A clear promotion of the “Based on projections of or sizes be reduced below 
better understood. All but one barge industry.”... Thomas future traffic demand on the potential capacity if 
felt that more environmental Peterson, Prairie du Chien. Upper Mississippi River, the environmental monitoring detects 

enhancement and research (The plan is) “a mercy killing Wisconsin Department of degradation?”...Mississippi River 

should be conducted on the of an already dying Transportation (DOT) can find no Regional Planning Commission, 
river, with or without the second patient.”...William Howe, economic justification for the La Crosse. 
lock. Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary addition of a second 1,200-foot 

Only a single individual, Area Commission, Prairie du lock at Lock and Dam 26. 

a utility spokesman Chien. Because of shortcomings in the 
concerned about coal supply “A program to protect the traffic projections and economic 
shipments, spoke in favor of historical and archeological analyses in the draft plan, the 

the second lock. properties within the Upper department is also unable to 
ee ee 

sa 

Legendary bowerbird found 
Washington—The National have dreams, we dream female bowerbird into romance. 

Geographic Society reports that about finding the mystery Later the female builds her own 
a legendary bowerbird, believed bowerbird, but my goal on nest in the trees to raise the 
to be extinct has been found in this trip was simply to do a young. * 

New Guinea. general bird survey of this Diamond reported that in oa Y: 
z ; ; oe ae 

Previously, the existence of mountain range and help one instance he encountered a Ys Fo as 

the yellow-fronted bowerbird the Indonesian government bird courting a female, making Ge * Lipa 
had been known only because of plan a new national park odd noises and parading in front eo. Ye. eo 
three skins of male birds from there,” Diamond said. of her with a blue fruit in his bill. Le, i ‘eae 

the 1890s. Nevertheless, he found both The bower was decorated with for Le 4 
A series of expeditions had the bird and its bower on the three piles of fruit, one yellow, yf Leah Di hy HM 

failed to find the bird but last first day of his two-week trip, one blue and one green. AO A! yy st 

Jan. 31, California ornithologist and saw several others during Qe: <3 Y 
Jared M. Diamond sighted one in his stay. Diamond now estimates ors) YY Ay J 
an unexplored mountain range that as many as 1,000 This is an artist's sketch of the newly BA) Ay Gf wy, 
in New Guinea. bowerbirds may live in this eo yellow-fronted gardener ALG tify gis eg owerbird. The bird, which was IAG a 

Scientists had thought the remote area. thought to be extinct, resembles a Xe fa soteyueae 
bowerbird was extinct, and Male bowerbirds build a robin with a golden-orange crest. y ty e Px 
Diamond was not looking for it at special tall nest of twigs around a The drawing shows a male of the Bel on” 
the Girne. sapling. Known as a bower, this species. To mate, a male bowerbird 

. i - decorates his bower with 
“When I and anyone else nest is decorated with fruits and different-colored piles of fruit to 

who goes to New Guinea flowers and used to entice the attract a female. 
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56 big trophies ark, but don’t breathe 
a 

at Sandhill = with emission control devices. 
a 2 sake : S SSD Idling engines and jackrabbit 
er ee { bak ea : 4 Zi 2 A starts and stops also cause 

>: ez = ae es ae ie q fe oe improper fuel combustion and 7 se Nag meee Bi My <> air pollution. 
"Tae Ww ae ‘ if Le y hse 4 Wrst Stachoviak says that ideally, 

; $ a 3 / , Wa a well-designed parking lot won't ' 
f A : j = ft Wendy ‘Welseneal: Vy usually cause carbon monoxide 

f S f fi pale inomalcn problems. “Any design elements 

} WE) ed Madison—The hordes of oe 
: bs 3 ani, cars that pack shopping center eee eee ‘ 

5S ytd = merece em deem he Chretien and enough exit lanes, often 
ip e = 7 ‘ prevent air pollution at the same 
aa ee — a ( rush are responsible not only for dig” WeexCLIES 

7. : 3 ella . frayed nerves and “Regul Soot ‘i 
~F. _ = = fenderbenders, but also a lot of fe ue ea : 

“AB a > EP carbon monoxide (CO). ee econ ay 14 aes 
7. a ia =| CO is invisible and odorless BOS are are aR ee: 

y a ae a but also toxic. Usually it totals 
2 ee . & a 2 ae less than one part per million 

John Kubisiak, DNR wildlife biologist for the Bureau of Research checks the (ppm) in the air. On an average 
weight of this 10 point Sandhill trophy which weighed 187 pounds. Photo by business day the cars winding Public can help 
oes through a parking lot may ae oa 94s 

> Management leading up to produce levels measuring three injured wildlife 
‘ a y this year’s hunt included two to four ppm. - — 

¢ Gs? seasons of antlerless deer harvest But Brad Stachoviak, a 4 jn i 
“2 coe during 1979 and 1980. The planning analyst with DNR’s i a 

AVS (0 only hunting done prior to Bureau of Air Management says os : 
aNy> the trophy-buck management this can change in a crowded P 

poe oN plan were two muzzleloader winter lot. Cold temperatures, aa) 
Rhinelander seasons during 1977 and 1978. extra-heavy traffic and calm . ‘ 

Babcock—A special deer The deer season was closed at weather, he says, may cause : 
hunt at the experimental Sandhill Sandhill from 1972 through carbon monoxide levels to si ; 
Wildlife Area, designed to test 1976 to allow the deer herd to approach or even exceed the i > 
the success of a trophy-buck reestablish following a total national health standard = 4 
management plan, netted hunters population harvest in 1971. which is nine parts per a c oes 
56 deer the first day including “The season on bucks was million for eight hours. a ‘ei oa 
one 200-pound buck. At the closed to allow the bucks to Carbon monoxide replaces —-v} — ee 

close of legal shooting hours grow older, develop bigger oxygen in the blood. As your gd Pa Catia 
Saturday, November 14th, racks and increase in numbers,” body gradually becomes short of b Fi 46 ‘i 

the one-day either sex hunt Haug said. The deer herd oxygen you can feel dizzy, grow ld > Sim ya, 

had yielded 40 forked-rack or inside Sandhill’s fenced 14 headachy and suffer & 4 
better bucks and almost 80% square miles prior to the coordination and vision Ves A 
were eight pointers. Of the hunt was just over 400 impairment. These symptoms , - 
129 hunting permits issued, animals. may persist for a few hours after ~ f > 

there were nine no-shows. Managers counted 120 exposure, depending in part on cf 

The remainder of the kill antlered bucks available to how long you were exposed and 
included four spike bucks, five hunters at the start of the how much CO you inhaled. Milton—Last fall the 
adult does, two buck fawns and hunt. Some people are more sensitive Herbert Hookstad family turned 

five doe fawns. Success rate on bucks than others, including smokers, over to DNR a peregrine falcon 
The largest buck set a new was 35%. This is more than people with heart or lung which had been hit by a car. 

Sandhill record. It tipped the double the statewide success ailments and the elderly. The nationally endangered 
scales at an even 200 pounds, average of 14% during the Carbon monoxide is peregrine had a fractured wing. 

field dressed. Some other bucks general gun season. Hunters produced when gasoline is DNR shipped it to the Raptor 

weighed 187, 185 and 182 also selectively harvested bigger partially, rather than Rehabilitation Center, St. Paul, a 
pounds. The 200 pounder was racked animals than the general completely, burned inside an where it is recovering rapidly. 
also the oldest, aged six, and statewide kill which includes a automobile engine. If the The public has an j 
sported the largest rack, high number of spike bucks. carburetor has been adjusted so opportunity to help protect 
11-points. Overall, hunters enjoyed a 47% that the fuel-air mixture is too wildlife by reporting injured j 

“We felt we saw some very success rate during the first day “rich (the gas-to-air ratio is high) hawks, eagles, owls and falcons 
good antler development,” said of the Sandhill hunt. as opposed to “lean” (a low gas- to DNR. 

Joe Haug, Sandhill The remaining two days the to-air ratio), then the engine A special note to 
superintendent. “Overall average Sandhill hunt reverted to an won't receive enough oxygen to trappers: All raptors caught 
weight, however, was down antlerless season. On the second completely burn gasoline, in traps should be captured 
because of a total acorn failure. day, 96 of 225 permit-holders forming carbon monoxide. and turned in to the 
All in all, we feel we had a high shot 21 deer. The third day saw Poor combustion can also be department. Untreated trap 

quality hunt both from an ethics 55 hunters bagging 13 deer to caused by a dirty air filter, a injuries, even minor cuts, 
standpoint and game in the bring the total harvest to 90 choke that sticks when a cold usually result in death to 

bag.” deer. engine is started, or tampering raptors. 
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2 / ey -f Bill expands warden arrest powers 

} \ | | a Madison—A bill to expand wardens full police powers 
a - sb a as he iF DNR warden police powers has when local law enforcement 

E i je been signed by Governor agencies (city police or 
ib Ea a - 4 - ) i Dreyfus. county sheriffs’) request 

Se ae ,! c Until now, wardens could assistance; when a warden 
oe A ag | is arrest violators of conservation observes a crime being 

SS ng y, ee = but not criminal laws. Exceptions committed; and when an 
See ’ Let | hen violations occurred arrest warrant has been Ree . i fs ; were when viola’ ul 

Fs as = oA ed on DNR lands or when local issued for a suspect. 

a es 4 iS) Nie a i authorities actually deputized a The law applies only to full- 
= C — ys a \ 7 : warden to help out. time wardens, not part-time or 
= ie j an The change gives “special” ones. In all cases, 

. % = suspected violators will be turned 
PS over to local authorities for 

' Groundwater report | prosecution. 
, available 

A new $3.5 million web offset press at Cuneo Press, Milwaukee, is equipped Madison—A 39 page $20.00 collar 
sea # PO ayeem of ie pola oo oe oven a pains report detailing public opinion 

| ae from fe hot extaiet ol ihe press aves onda filer enti eatin on groundwater is now available Horicon—DNR will Pay. 
any remaining pollutants in the exhaust. from DNR. $20.00 to anyone who finds and 

The opinions were expressed returns a radio neck collar 

a h ] a at a series of informational attached to a Canada goose. 

Prin meetings last winter. Analysis Last fall, 47 geese were 

. ter e. pS air indicates that economic, fitted with radio-transmitters 
technical, political and social at Horicon and Grand River 

Milwaukee—Last year air as a source of heat. At the complexities of protecting marshes. Another 93 birds 
Cuneo Press, a $30 million a same time, it avoids venting groundwater must be accounted still carry radios installed in 
year printing business on the solvent vapors loaded with for in developing any fair and 1979 and 1980. The signals 
northwest side, began operating hydrocarbons into the outside effective state groundwater allow researchers to follow, 

the first antipollution system of its air. policy. locate and identify birds. 
kind in Wisconsin. Cuneo’s new $100,000 For a copy, attach 69¢ Anyone finding a radio 

The system condenses and system of pollution control postage to a large, self- collar should return it to 

recovers solvents used in reduces by about 85% the addressed envelope, and mail to: Jerry Bartelt, Wisconsin DNR, 
printing ink. It can reuse these hydrocarbons that would Groundwater, P.O. Box 7921, Box D, Horicon, WI 53032. No 
solvents as fuel or sell them for otherwise be going up its stack Madison, WI 53707-7921. If money will be paid for standard 
as much as $1.15 a gallon. The to pollute the outdoor air. you'd like the appendices as neck bands, which are also used 
system can recycle cooling well, attach $1.05 postage. to mark Canada geese. 

ot 

Wardens nab poaching burglars 
Florence—Marinette area When DNR officers Arendt machine and other items. Further investigation by 

) wardens David Arendt and Mike and Hedmark pulled in behind During the chase, each time the Neuens at one brother's cabin in 
Hedmark stopped two suspected the van and turned on their red van rounded a corner the heavy the area unearthed more than 

poachers recently and wound up lights and siren, the poacher’s loot slid back and forth inside the $30,000 worth of goods stolen 

, with an arrest that netted vehicle took off. In the high van threatening to crush the from several places around the 
, $30,000 in stolen goods. speed chase that ensued, the escaping poachers. state. Included were six 

The incident began with the wardens were forced to ram the Closer investigation by garden tractors, four 

wardens on routine night patrol. vehicle in order to stop it. Inside wardens Arendt and Hedmark hydraulic wood splitters and 
They heard a rifle shot about were Paul Meacham, 24, and revealed that ashes in the bottom a 16-foot boat with trailer 

a mile away and called ina Peter Meacham, 18, two of the woodstove were still and outboard motor. The two 

spotter plane to pinpoint the Milwaukee-area brothers. warm. After arresting the face possession of stolen 
source. The pilot zeroed in The van also contained a Meachams’ for shining deer and property charges in Florence 
on the occupants of a van loaded and uncased deer carrying uncased firearms in a County, as well as possible theft 

shining deer and radioed the rifle, a large-caliber pistol, a vehicle, they called in Florence charges in Polk, Oneida and 
location. heavy safe, a Franklin-type County Sheriff Jake Neuens who Dodge counties. : 

woodstove, an antique slot took the men into custody. 
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4 million- Only barn owls known to hatch Fraudulent 
z Bere ee 7 Hunter's Choice neh pe ra Se ao a 

ee ts a3, a ay ee a. Madison—As many as 
Pe oS eee ea? ‘ 1,000 hunters who received 

eggs Po eS re a a Hunter's Choice permits for deer 
Br a eS . , SN fee i =} season probably did so illegally. 
ee - 2 ep ae ey i ; The distribution system gives 

Dave Crehore, i ~~ ~6lCl . . s ae? LU zi priority to hunters who applied lic Information Pi eee 3% ig a . « Green Bay le ee. 3 ow for the either-sex deer permit the 
ees ee year before, but didn't receive 

Sturgeon Bay—More than Ae " one. In the fall season, more than 
4.1-million chinook salmon eggs ae \ * '" \ 7 170,000 claimed the preferential 
have been collected by DNR a Yi * > treatment. Of those, about 
near Sturgeon Bay. For the first uy “ & 105,000 actually received one. 
time since the early 70's, salmon a : But a computer run of 
that furnished the eggs have successful applicants with 

been sold for human These six owls are the only known barn owls hatched in Wisconsin in 1981. A preferential status revealed 
consumption. Green County cement silo housed the nest. DNR will attach a barn ow] nest more than 2,000 names 

The eggs were taken from box to the silo and to other unused silos of willing landowners in the which cross-checked as 
four-year-old salmon at a DNR surrounding area. For a brochure on building and siting barn owl nest boxes, having received permits the 

; or to report barn owl observations please write: Office of Endangered and weir on Strawberry Creek, a Nongame Species, DNR, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707-7921. year before. Of those, half 
tributary of Sturgeon Bay. In are likely innocent — two 
their fourth year, chinook spawn different individuals with the 
and die after swimming up Bids hot for firewood same name, for instance. Of 
creeks and rivers. Although they the rest, roughly 1,000 are 
could reproduce naturally on a Eagle—The bidding was there was $70 while the likely to be fraudlent and 
few Wisconsin streams, to brisk at DNP’s first public lowest was $12 per cord with face prosecution. Violators 
achieve the greatest production firewood auction in the Kettle the average at $25. It took 1% are subject to a $50 fine and 
DNR hatcheries at Westfield and Moraine State Forests. hours to auction off the available loss of hunting privileges for 
Wild Rose incubate the eggs and On the Southern Unit here, permits. three years. 
rear the young. some 350 people gathered at 

The eggs came from forestry headquarters to bid on 

288 chinook that weighed | 75 permis each of which No crowds at Bong opener- 
58,193 pounds. The take containe tween one and four a = 

filled Wisconsin hatcheries cords of wood. The lowest DNR s first managed 
with 3.2 million 5 priced block went for $32 a 

Another 900,000 Biegats given cord while the highest went p heasant hunt 

to the Fish and Wildlife for $60. Average was about Kansasville—Hunters in the hunters at Bong. Sunday, this 
Service, which will 2 $40 per cord. The sale netted first managed hunt at Bong year, 328 hunters bagged 

eventually stock them in $5,727.50. 5 Recreation Area found some 80 pheasants for a 24% 
California’s Russian River. On the Northern Unit, pleasant surprises on opening secede irate: 
State and federal agencies share approximately 125 people bid weekend of the pheasant season. The managed hunt at Bong 
surplus fish and eggs whenever for 57 permits. Highest price Unlike past openers, allows 675 people on the 
possible. Use of these eggs is there was no overcrowding. property at one time. Pre- 

Lake Michigan" chinook will be were on hand. They bagged purchase of two pheasant tags 
returning to the Pacific Ocean, | | | | 185 pheasants, a 27% success _—_for $1.00. Reservations can be 
from which they originally came. rate. Opening weekend last made and a vehicle admission 

Fish managers report the year there were 1,500 sticker is necessary. 
encouraging news that this year, 7 
for the first time since the early ee ee 
1970's, the salmon harvested at wees’ 
Strawberry Creek have been Cc = 

sold for human consumption. oming $3.25 Trout and Salmon Stamp 
In past years, PCB = 

concentrations in Lake Michigan attractions Madison—A newly fish populations as a result of 
salmon tested above the five authorized Great Lakes Trout stamp money. Any surplus 
parts per million (ppm) federal and Salmon Stamp will now be generated will be used to bring 
limit. This prevented their sale ***Wisconsin’s nesting birds. required for all anglers fishing fish stocks back up to pre- 
for food. At times during the ***Winter burn on trees. the two species in outlying Great cutback levels and to upgrade 
70's, PCB concentrations in *** 2K recreation area on the Lakes waters. The stamp will cost aging hatchery facilities. 

large salmon ranged over 30 lower Wisconsin river. $3.00 plus a 25¢ issuing fee. Modernized methods and 

ppm. This year the level ***The H.H. Bennett photo As of June, 1982, all facilities may lead to a modest 
dropped to less than five and the studio. federal cost-sharing for increase in fish stocks, but most 

salmon were sold to a local fish ***Toxic chemicals in the air. Great Lakes hatchery revenue from the new stamp will 
dealer. ***Zoning the state for trout programs will cease and be used to maintain Great Lakes 

fishing. most funds generated by the trout and salmon at status quo 
***Wisconsin’s Stonehenge. stamp will be used to levels. 
*** Aguatic insects. replace these cuts. 

DNR cautions anglers not to 
expect a dramatic increase in 
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On your case- 
RRS TRS ce a RA SS SPS SSE TRS SSSR RS PT EE ST ESS 

the public intervenor 
SSS SSS SS 

Built into Wisconsin law is a 
kind of environmental Mr. 
Clean, the Public Intervenor. 
Unique in the US, some regard 
the office as busybody incar- : 
nate. Others think it’s pure , 
gold. oa : ' g 

DAVID PELZER, Editorial Assistant NS Se ss lial : 

In Wisconsin, clean air, water and — eS \j | by / Bindi sa — ee 
land are a public right, a legacy that Se en Se r | oa a 
belongs to the people of the state, an lee te: a es 
inheritance to be protected and passed Go.) fk eee Sie 
on to future residents. In fact, it’s the Bea ee ~~ | Stee 
explicit duty of several state agencies — ys, a ze Ce 
including DNR — to protect this ee ee ee eS Se ss 
inalienable right. ge etc a a: ee 

5 ge a ~ S Saee 
But sometimes for good reason, a te ~ ie 

agencies can’t or don’t do the job as So ee Sh. aoe ae ee: 
well as some think they should. An moe eee ee ee 
agency may be unclear about the legal - ESE 2% SE. 
mandate. It has to wade into gray areas This discharge pipe once carried slurried wastes from Eagle-Picher’s Schullsberg zinc and lead 
where its statutory authority can be imine: ine mine is closed now, but pollutants from the flooded shaft contaminate area wells. 

questioned. Or it may be reluctant to ee aeniees 

get into a mud-slinging political battle is ; ; 
over an issue that might end up hurting venors, both assistant attorneys general, venor other duties. It allowed him to 

housed in the Department of Justice. enter ‘‘on his own initiative” any legal 

; Their job is to coax, cajole and take proceedings where involvement would 
legal action, if necessary, to assure the help protect “‘public rights in water and 
protection of ‘‘public rights in the envi- other natural resources.” 

. ronment.”” Some lawyers defend Those words are tailormade to attract 

people, but these attorneys defend flack. In what cases should the inter- 

; “ : water, rocks and trees. Theirs is the venor get involved? What should his 
Ce) -~ & often uncomfortable role of legal role be? How much power should he 

| ; bulldog, growling at the ankles of friend have? And who decides all this? 
‘ z% 4 : and foe alike, looking out for the public’s “In theory, the power of the Public 

Be ’ i 3 environmental rights. Intervenor is quite weak,” says 
. a : eo? How did Wisconsin get its Public David Hanson, former deputy intervenor, 

eg i Intervenor? It happened in 1967, when now in private practice. The intervenor 

the old Wisconsin Conservation Depart- has no regulatory power of his own. He 

™ ment merged with the Department of can’t call public hearings or make 
Se Resource Development to form DNR. agency rules. Often he has no official 

‘ _ Back then old-line conservationists standing to appear in court. 
feared no one would be left to act as an “But in reality, the intervenor’s 

adversary in protecting trout streams authority is substantial,’ according to 

g and other resources if everything were Hanson. 
Tom Dawson placed in an agency. In a compromise, Though the office was set up to be 

the State Legislature created the Public DNR’s watchdog for certain water 
other important programs. And some- Intervenor to allow one division of DNR resources statutes, the two current inter- 

times, an environmentally threatening to sue another. The law orders the inter- venors, Peter Peshek and 
situation or the need for government venor to enter dam permit and water Thomas Dawson, see a wider role, 

action may just not be perceived. pollution cases when requested to do so involving a larger chunk of state govern- 

At such times, a “‘watchdog”’ unique by an authorized DNR administrator. ment. For example, they believe 

to Wisconsin government comes into In 14 years time though, DNR has groundwater as well as surface water is 

play. That office is called the Public had to ask for such help in only a part of their responsibility. 
Intervenor, and only Wisconsin has one. handful of cases. And to defend resources, they go 

Actually, there are two Public Inter- But the Legislature gave the inter- after other agencies besides DNR. The 
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Public Service Commission and recently Exxon Corporation, and even some of 

the Department of Agriculture, Trade the state officials challenged by the inter- 
and Consumer Protection have become venor on given issues. Me: 
targets. The Department of Health and “The Public Intervenor has become, r . 
Human Services could be next in line. in effect, the public’s environmental Fe 

“The Public Intervenor shouldn’t be lawyer,”’ says Linda Bochert, DNR exec- 4 
limited to the shell of the statute, but to utive assistant and former head of | j “y 
its intent,’’ argues Peter Peshek, inter- Justice’s Environmental Protection Unit. 

venor for mining and other issues. Though she often finds herself on oppo- 
Peshek feels his office is free to follow site sides of a courtroom from the inter- . er tl 
environmental policy decisions to their venor, she sees the existence of the ‘GF or 4 
regulatory source. office as healthy for the state. ‘Environ- 4 . S 

In Peshek’s view, the list of his and mental law is still in its infancy,”’ says \ * ai 
colleague Tom Dawson’s accomplish- Bochert. She points out that to develop a ~#, 5 
ments is impressive. According to him new concepts in this body of law, two ( ee 
they: sides of a given issue need to battle it —— 4 | . 
©@Made sure adequate environmental out in test cases so that legal precedent c 
protection guidelines were firmly in place can be formed. Gi, owe 
before a permit was granted to Kenne- But does the intervenor really repre- oes 
cott Mining for copper mining near sent ‘‘the public interest’’ in environ- ase: = Fi teeestes 
Ladysmith. mental issues? After all, the name is = EE 
@Helped make groundwater a top policy “Public” Intervenor. Some state officials, “4 AN 
priority in DNR. including former Agriculture head LU We 
Forced Agriculture to revise pesticide Gary Rohde, have a problem with the Se oJ 
rules, and forced a tri-agency Pesticide name. Rohde claims the intervenors’ : seucrorics 
Review Board to challenge weak rules. strictly environmental focus is too Belen peshel 
@\nfluenced stronger wetlands protec- narrow. “‘If he’s supposed to represent Rohde contends. 
tion, scenic beauty and solid waste the public interest, he must consider the “Look, I’m not the judge and jury of 
disposal regulations. economic implication of his proposals,”’ the overall ‘public interest’,” Intervenor 
®Protected rural citizens, including many 

dairy farmers, from unchecked air and We MEINYeE og _ 
groundwater pollution. Repay z ee We. es; ; 

The intervenor has also been involved BRED IEMs (Bi Ee ‘ 
with chicken “‘factories,”” suburban PY Ny Y ee ae pe neeeee YR ei 
shopping malls, sewer treatment plant pa eet ecmceins Heme aS oF hase ae a 
extensions and many other environ- a gs 5 BORG soe) Soe eke * : : uP 
mental issues. Sewage k 5 ae Sr gres a, eee 8: : 

Some agencies, however, see the FS ae Ce pee Reta = : Wy 
intervenors as no more than pesty isle Rees oe oR aera : 
gadflies, buzzing about looking for issues ei es rare (ee eee i) 
to stir up. Meanwhile, these detractors fe FN ‘ ONE, ss aS ee / 
say the two succeed only in interfering e re, | eM 5 Fee. te aS | 
with the orderly operation of state nee pagel HRS cole 8 ae ae = Re 
government. Others accuse them of Arie Me RENT ok Aer. San S aA tee pA See | 
being publicity-hounds, of trying to build EAR ter Seer Pees Ee SR | 
an environmentalist empire for their own SEP rar a fa eo ete. See aye hie 

a a aka We eee Seam ae. eka Oe ERS 2 wT Y = : iT 
political gain. oan Mee ate. ae eM: ie Saf cree | 

Private interests are even more crit- Dee RN ey aes be ae party Ree oR APH 1 
ical. Crop-duster Dennis Dixon, Presi- Pa peser es aL ¢ ee ry es ese \ Bea A itt | 
dent of the Agricultural Aviation ES Se press See P| Aa ES fone, Re aay Ae xt 
Association, has compared the inter- ROME: Sh ram Es SE TEED Sofa aAN ui My 
venor’s office to an insect whose “‘drop- ee ae Bee By goes ie : “see Ve He 
pings” include slanted newspaper “7 Bee en ae Soe. &, | Aas ati alt: 
articles and unwieldy petitions to state irre fs ale | Eo as lS = ey gt “a9 ine a. 
agencies that tie the hands of private ae 4a ae A Mae eS anos ag: (| Seog i 
business. 4 4 re } A as Be M,N a 

Supporters, however, argue the office Fe ha 4 os * / yi WEEE i 
is badly needed. Many citizen groups f Ries’ eo its, Mls ae ae a . 
look upon the Public Intervenor as a last = bs 4 ee ee 
resort when state agencies seem to turn eer f ge 
a deaf ear to problems. Some observers ; De = re ie Mae Seer | 
contend an independent watchdog ae Pe ae ats a a | Be, sy Poet yee ! 
keeps agencies on the straight and | ia Sno | aN a 
narrow, protecting the environment. | A om 2 a = 
Otherwise, they say, the agencies would et es Ast & — ot Coy. acs sity 
stick their heads in the sand on politi- SS a . ste SO eee 
cally sensitive issues. ST, SRC ee ey OE FE ST 

ee es A well-dril oil be 46 a ute Twethia If 1 Wi pas it et their sat f we i] ss a I 1 We rr Tre 

poe years neve pen suc) ualikely Griderorour evel reT Ubi intervenor helped ae Protection ot Groundwater a top DNR 
allies as mining companies, including the priority for the ’80s. Photo courtesy Bucyrus-Erie Company 
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Dawson counters. Rather, he believes, = 
the intervenor is charged with advo- a — Oa 
cating public rights to clean air, water |) I em fy 
and land. His ‘‘client,’’ according to ‘ s | C gal y/ 4 - 

‘ ; eg ~ ~ 
Dawson, is not so much the public as ee . 2d =. j 
the environment itself. His job, as he 4 \ S — lad 
sees it, is to get traditional governmental ia , aE ey 

bodies to show environmental f 
responsibility. — : ~~ (| 

Critics often contend the intervenor toy A ee 

chooses cases based on personal polit- é eae = 
ical or philosophical leanings. To ad cy ja 

respond to this the Attorney General , Ks 
appointed a citizen’s advisory committee = 

to decide which cases merit intervenor | ~ a 

attention. Formed in 1976, the it > ce : / ary 
committee consists of eight members, e QL ——- | 
including representatives from the Sierra c ay aa 7 SY LAN i 
Club, Trout Unlimited, the League of os | y ie 
Women Voters and other citizen, envi- a. f ¢ 
ronmental or activist groups. Its main \ 4 , aa , | 7a 
function is to offer political and legal 7 | IF, 
advice to the intervenors. ease a ad \ a | 

The committee developed guidelines A‘ 1 . a . 
for judging whether action should be ria = — = . 
taken by the intervenor. Called the a 4" Say 1 S oe wi , 
“criteria for intervention’’ they require NN c U 
that: re ‘ vaagi oe { SF) 
Issues must be of statewide, not just oe ee a BALLing / Fi jut 
local importance. ne . = FLoog “bd i} 
© Cases must be able to establish a CL” ibe, = iis 

legal precedent that would be favorable ee 
to protecting public rights in the A “‘balling drum”’ rolls powdered iron ore into pellets for shipping. Some environmentalists 
environment. charge that modern mining technology isn’t safe enough, even though stringent environmental 
© Environmental groups must be unable ove have been hammered out through the Public Intervenor. Photo courtesy Allis-Chalmers 

to handle the case without help from the 
intervenor. Another strategy is to sit down across Peter Peshek, all agreed on new 

@ And results must help prevent a signif- a conference table and negotiate with groundwater standards for mining. The 

icant environmental harm. adversaries in what is called the compromise allowed less-pristine 

Recently, the Committee asked for “‘consensus”’ approach. Put briefly, “drinking water standards” rather than 
answers to additional questions before consensus is political compromise by absolute nondegradation of water within 

giving the thumbs-up sign. No matter disputing parties, accomplished more or a specific containment area near mines. 
how worthy the case, does the inter- less outside the established mechanics To some northern Wisconsin environ- 
venor have the time and resources to of government. This approach has mentalists, and even some DNR water 

intervene? And given political realities, brought such unlikely bedfellows as envi- quality staff, this is unacceptable. 

what are his chances of winning? ronmentalists and industrialists to the “We in the north have lost far more 
Under these criteria, intervention in negotiating table to settle their with this consensus thing than we’ve 

issues such as nuclear power or Project differences. gained by it,’’ says Rusk County’s 
ELF would be voted down as too time- Sometimes it works well. ‘‘Getting Roscoe Churchill, who is adamantly 
consuming. But some state officials into bed with environmentalists may rub opposed to copper mining by today’s 

foresee the possibility of future Public raw with some of our more hide-bound methods in his locale. 

Intervenor involvement in zoning matters colleagues, but in this day and age The success or failure of the 

or even state population growth. there’s no better course of action,” one consensus game depends in large part 

Statewide environmental issues are Kennecott Mining Company staffer 
now given priority ranking. Currently, concluded. 

mining, pesticides and wetlands, all Turning that around, Peshek holds PUBLIC INTERVENOR 
involving groundwater protection, top that the same course is wise for CASES, 1981 
the list. ; : environmentalists. TYPE NUMBE 

To win cases, intervenors use a In mining, consensus assured local TPE ____ NUMBER 

bagful of legal strategies. They get communities of funds for environmental Hazardous and solid waste, sewage 
around their own statutory limitations on impact studies and post-operational treatment, water pollution 34 
starting legal action by gathering signa- clean-up costs. Exxon attorneys even Forests 6 
tures for a so-called “‘six-citizen” agreed to nearly all of 130 Public Inter- Pesticides 9 
complaint which can be used to force a venor ‘‘demands” for protecting Wetlands 1 
public hearing. Or intervenors may file a wetlands and groundwater while mining. General (includes groundwater) 19 
petition that will make a reluctant state Yet, as might be expected, Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act | 
agency set down a policy on a politically “consensus’’ does not have full Habitat 5 

sensitive issue. Occasionally, they even consensus. In one case, a group of Agency rules 2 
“coach” citizen groups on how to give state and local officials, mining company Mining 7 uM 
testimony or file their own lawsuits. attorneys, environmentalists and Corps of Engineers 34 
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ee issues until Dawson came in,” charges 
PS. Alvin Randall, executive secretary for 

eee le Cee the Wisconsin Canners and Freezers 

= = we ire Association, an agribusiness lobby 

Ne 7] Uh AIBA NI group. “He would come in and threaten 
- ms wT} LIN Vie to sue if he didn’t get his way,”’ Randall 

in) a ae , mint henson charges. 

‘ +3 _ ee 8 bwee 94 BR la Dawson, in turn, says agriculture 
av ee ws oh - representatives didn’t bargain in good 

| “=e A ‘Mangiil sei faith. ‘‘Some in the agricultural commu- 
a é = bac Res ie Ae he ae nity felt | always had et ulterior Dee 

Be : " ee j wy ~ 12 pie? behind anything | said, he says. “They 
Cae. * at ms es / (Sy awake 3 operated from a basis of complete 

oo TRF Ser “ees > | Sie mistrust." 
Care: _ = cei Se fm | Eley ‘ Indeed, farm interests felt the Public 

» = ie bape vesiore Intervenor’s ultimate goal was to ban all 
esr ee eset Py tr] = Pesticide use in Wisconsin. Time and 

ei mesriee™” a ee 1 : again Dawson refuted the charge. He 
ee = ye Ni only wants reduced use, he says, 

® Fa through approved integrated pest 

* - ee i management techniques. He also wants 

A . the burden of proof shifted from citizens 
“ a - now forced to show pesticide damages, 

Mining produces tremendous piles of crushed waste rock. Unless it is carefully stored, pollu- ig Usefe Havingite Snow Stel ‘ 
tants in the waste harm surface and groundwater. The Public Intervenor’s office helped secure When eonesncus alee paen i 
concessions from mining companies to prevent such pollution. Photo courtesy Allis-Chalmers Corporation Agriculture with a formal petition to 

revise its pesticide rules. He threatened 
i . = ag ; to take his case before the Legislature if 
fe = - ad o agriculture didn’t act. 

ie nase) BS f His success in getting the revisions he 

fh eae wanted is open to debate. ‘“‘He obvi- 
” Ee ate < ™—— ously pushed us to do a number of 

bot 4 e a things we wouldn’t have considered 

- _ een Br — without a lot of pulling and tugging,” 

’ . Bee ear former Agriculture Secretary Rohde 
a “ee eee concedes. But other Agriculture officials 
4 ; ros eee es feel the department would have come up 

ig ~ SS bc Speer aa ee with similar rules, albeit over a longer 
a ae eae a ; ‘ ‘ ais ” RS — = . period of time, without Dawson’s ‘help. 

eS «© : Still others feel that despite the inter- 
ee +7 venor’s efforts, proposed revisions have 

~ be ie Es been watered down by political compro- 
* > c eee mise. ‘‘The key issues — distinguishing 

. between overspray and drift, and 
4 ¥ “ assuring groundwater protection — may 

=_ p> well have been sandbagged in the final 

meee go-through,”’ says Lloyd Lueschow of 

Pad DNR’s Division of Environmental 
5 Standards. 

7 wr a end The jury is still out on how the Public 
/ ¢ Intervenors have fared in protecting the 

= state’s resources for the state’s people. 

) sie Yet one thing seems clear. Their 
‘ absence would have allowed business, 

industry and state agencies to relax a bit 
in attending to environmental matters. 

The intervenor’s continued existence, 
even in the face of general budget cuts, 

Grouting a new well. Recent testing shows contaminants from agriculture, mining and septic means that the “‘gadfly’’ function in 
systems turning up in both public and private water supplies. The Public Intervenor helps resource matters has become an estab- 
protect Wisconsin well-owners who fall victim to this groundwater pollution. lished part of Wisconsin government. 

2 
on the parties involved. furor over pesticide uses and abuses. oe os vate Nabe 

Some agricultural interests look upon The Department of Agriculture organized loves an intervenor, but it looks like we 
Dawson as a fancy-dancy government a special committee to talk compromise want them arounde Just in case! 

lawyer with no knowledge of modern between environmental and agribusiness a 
farming. These growers resent being groups. But talks quickly ground to a 

told by a lawyer how to use pesticides, halt. 

or avoid fouling groundwater. So Some critics say Dawson was heavy- 
consensus didn’t work at all with the handed in the negotiations. ‘‘We 

agricultural community during a recent already had a consensus going on some 
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—_—— += LOE EE a 

Weer tae / lo 
You can tell an owl by its hoot! ow'’s in F ony: sien gl gg et ED ey ON 4 age . 

Hl moaning dove-like “‘hoo, hoo, hoo.” : Gap ees ’ ieee go 

may The long-eared owl breeds throughout \o2 = a ca Lipa! Ca ee i 

JERRY L. MOSSER, UW-Extension, Wisconsin, but winters mainly in the ET ONS wer’ a Bai bi TN Gee 

Vere southern part of the state. sg wie, Tee oS ike sine i foo FO, 

OMS UCMUUE Nec cl aac cis Renal id Ra ua Ra ' <x it fie all ie Ee SS 

ee eom meth Gar tit Roehm STAT MME ee alsa ; I aE — 9 : ie Wo ee 

Reem tm uct AEN sepa ed Uli ei 4 : ERE A eid Te a heE We ER ae ee 
: dans Aaa sneezy bark, ‘‘kee-yow.”” The saw- \ Gig POS ec” seetee SF, 4 IRR Ss os AAS oS = ee 

iad grt ge guard down and ‘“‘talk. can aS ARP NCS Saar 2 | ABE i Ar adi — oy ig i TOTES SETS a SS 

cant a a ean SFA Sg ee, rf eo 
: Rs A Sat : sounds from a distance like a saw 5 AEE oY Wes ie co ee ie; ‘h SRI So NE RCS a 

little practice, you can identify elusive being sharpened. The short-eared owl Ul LAGE eles en, fe ee 3 a hy u Aye 27) ee Nie 

nocturnal neighbors by their calls, and + h P nar ein ey h zB rol SN OPA A A ete MR Se 2 OG <r NEI YS SCE OE i 

er kU aoa COR UL A Ae ee IS deel gee UNS VN AL Lo a ey BS SE ; Pe Js eG SAY Ae i 

ener Melek eee UE mT) TE SSL elu he SY . Viel he od PO Eis Bees eee 7 oe aA vA fh Lee NSS Ne RARER 2c 

first to ‘‘go public,” according to Saute MRI outa a ae ey fer re a ee airs Say \ Het |) SNA! a ys ear YS - Me ce: 

University of Wisconsin-Extension wild- Ra s a gles Gan rei ee \ Jeep fp nh Wye MAG is Ae BRS a ae 

life ecologist Scott Craven. In Pz Aes eS 4 MS hd ele i | SERS a. a IN TN NERO ec 

January, they find mates and establish = Teg ae —) wa) aah Pee BBV wy ar ¥ Oh BR ea SS. ag ae aN se ee ae 

the boundaries of their hunting territo- “a 3 Tee % ae A Ae A LS Wg te eh ee Re #4 ei » Be hd fy eee OM ge 2 

eee a Pe CDs iS Pa hoe «te Po tee a tut » PS Sal yee a, OL | 
hoots, usually five in a slow-fast-slow as - Ns ces | PE AON ee ie ie age Hi. . mh aN © TE Na eS 

hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo rhythm. : ae ae pe ca AS, il iC OE Ge | IN awa. * oT aR 
fj ; OO inert mete OL ra a A ae Re ao f Ss (ASO OI RSS NORE Ce jay: 

The best time to listen for great A “e Ke Ry a SB OCG: ato, Se, SO 1) oi Fees SL NN a 

horned owls is from dusk to midnight ae Py FR Dace a De ly i Sf? Ye AN Taye ee a 

or just before dawn on a clear, calm ee OD wo: | eee Mae a ee ef fe Ee Ah «Ao eRe 

Fille Lem Laker SCN od mT CMe UaLe | Per % ER . “vs eS Be ay OR 7 a es WN, 4 e : a = oe Ske ay 

except for the center of large cities, ood ea oe a Re 1 Mog aii ae 2 i JS) AR a SS NR dint eae eS ats 

there are few places in Wisconsin Ge oS uN PX Fe a eM gl Zi a 1 Pais eae ee 

where great horned owl calls cannot : - ia ees Se eS NBS 2” UNS Oe , ee ) aie Pi MEN el ect Ny | 

me ; Be Pk Ae SS Poi AB th Neate, MOSS Ee oer 
be heard. 5 : Pe Ne Nee Nase aie AOC E SS ey ee Pe TR Ts a | SCM eG 

So eS. N SAG |) 0 we lO RP tal Thi Se 
eS iecce Mel Mm aCe ee mK A 42a 4.3 — me ee SZ Oy Psd | eae i " : i Eee 

their courtship calls in February. The a Bs S ae e aS, . Be SS ee . Batt 7) \ AN (if Lomi \ te So 

f , 433, ek ae ie ee Vy Rn fee EG P| = Ea A) aaa aera NC RS 

standard call is a tremulous, mournful ers tape * ays 3 fm A he Sg oo ee ; ies AN ae a . We ra bh whee 

wail — almost a whinny — that runs Ste Wii ee i eo AT ee bi Vp “4 EA Hine | 4 pi a Bee ae 
down the musical scale. Screech owls es \ er \ (a ca Ne... en. s 7, aaa i ae tg i a hocite Aare i y TL og 

are common inhabitants of wooded ee ed ; _ 3 Xi eae i i im LA fa e al gs } ee pies * | ose i! AR E 

estate ieee CMe cete) ena Pe : Cad : & ey i a EP ee eee” a, f SS 2 MeL A / i te 

ce | aCe t. ——— | me cn! 
Tee mn enue race Re se Oa ey ea | = \ an Os a I eB ny a ar ne Ee ot 

to disturb the nighttime quiet. Normally aa i = s ¥ ma W 4 ee) gad Me ee, me ihe gl ee 

Coat TNA ree 1 IC MUL CcelaTe I ae ¥ Wi es yy én, 4 ~~ f- te A AO Pe. E: | ii, ad Re: | 

nocturnal, this resident of the deep log hes e+ << ’ Var ese a 2 OF dag! Mette ee * AY Sees. ae | eC Al ie 

retele MeN M LCR OMT Ke) 18 eg Di SS % <“ ea} \ i th Wis OU ARE ay a —a- |. a ie a iv 

cL a : rt , ore LN lee eens Ff Beste” RAP ERS oes We Nath He i 

aol eR TN NAN ule Rem EUo) ‘ Nd B oY BN Dia Sf y cme. YX £ Sei 4 3 ee § i oe oy . 

that each and every barred owl is Y DA \ GaN : | an aa ep | me oon BO ie WE oe 

intent on advertising its presence to | e BM ogee ton,  e Rag 8) ee he 

Texte) Mom Were Mn ETO) ; source — the meadow vole, known to BS Baer rea ws v ee = A ae 

Frances Hamerstrom in “Birds of Prey 1 ue to CR Mr Ceol fel ae Selle ratte? get OS Feaeay -< 
of Wisconsin,” first published by the 7 The saw-whet breeds and winters } = Me = Saat tse ey Cote be 

Mite esau etic) 2 fleet a ees e a sn SU? eer aetna Oh RAT iteta tee 

Perl ceca ie Se ; Renee enews rm lcectliate} - eNOS aed pete ie RES mn a 

Typically, barred owls speak in a population of barn owls in Wisconsin, . Be e aa esteeeraa ha sas wi ve Mar pe ¥ 

sentences of eight hoots, delivered ; Craven says, but this ow! — the only Cea aed wa acai ps ; 
rhythmically (hoohoo-hoohoo-hoohoo- > one on the Wisconsin endangered “age imme” ~ ito ace ed Z 

hoohoo) and ended with a fading species list — is rarely seen or heard. at” . es 3 r Bin see 

“aw.” Noted ornithologist and UW Wisconsin lies at the northern edge of POD ae iG PY R ee iets ts 

Professor Emeritus Joseph Hickey i ; Cer TC Te aC ao fel J ‘ A ae Ep ees 

describes the call as ‘‘Who cooks for = 24 Soe eae ee RLY 4 _ Pigeon-sized screech owls sometimes nest in open apple orchards and on wooded 

‘ you? Who cooks for you-all?”’ an eo af t include hisses, groans, raspy . , f F “ ¥ - college campuses. Painting by artist Dietmar Krumrey 

Great horned, screech and barred i] a Se screeches and some unearthly tones. 4 Vi : 4 ree fe 

owls are year-round, statewide Fr a] The barn owl’s mating call is a contin- 4 t DMCs aue Ree RU Ma cel ea CN Uae gel ae 

residents and outnumber all other s CVToT Maa att oa ULAR aloo UC ‘ , ca is kee hia shad 

species in Wisconsin. Less common a) Di ~ aa 
ais less likely to be heard are long- aOR Cintra 4 4 ; c \ Re Were mea Fe Cl ae eR URAL elt OTM ar 

eared, short-eared and saw-whet owls. Wisconsin but they are almost always 3 ¥ q Perce lice VAAL aCe A Lam Td 

The calls of the long-eared, whose RR Coane visitors, not residents. 4 o 3 le Pao 

mating season begins with the screech auuetd (ate pie Mak 1 eee el MA loa The snowy owl, which breeds on the : 4 is =i ey s When frightened, long-eared owls press their feathers tight, raise their ears and look 

" Bs <r oe 4 like an old dead branch. Photo by Victor Apanius 
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The little hawk owl is Canadian, but sometimes When cornered and threatened, many young owls will first hiss, puff up their 
invades Wisconsin. A few may stay to nest. Like feathers and pretend to strike — then roll over to expose stiletto-like talons. 
ELUM el em eA eC LN LAL LL 
Fehr 

tundra of the far north, is one well- unlikely to sound off while here. analyses of pellet contents, we know 
known visitor. A few of these large, You may be tempted to test your that the so called economic ‘‘damage”’ 

white birds probably visit Wisconsin woodland skills by trying to locate the owls are said to cause by dining on 

every year, but periodically many of roosting and nesting sites of talkative songbirds, game birds and occasional 
LUT Tu Maa 0 (MSS YAEL (CYL oo owls. You can get some idea of where domestic fowl, are enormously offset 
and are as likely to be seen on a to look from the direction of the sound, by the “good” they do in consuming 
rooftop in Milwaukee as in a country but owl calls travel large distances on huge numbers of injurious rodents and 

woodlot. The periodic southward calm nights. Also, trees and buildings insects. 

migrations are in response to collapses may alter the direction of the sound. Over the course of a year, about 
in tundra lemming populations, the Then too, owls will most likely stop 75% of a screech owl’s diet is rodents 
owls’ staple food supply. talking or fly away if you come too and insects. Around 

Hawk owls sometimes come to close. half of these are pests like starlings, 

Wisconsin from the north, and a few If you really want to pinpoint the blackbirds and English sparrows. 

have been known to nest in northern location of a nest or roost, look for owl More than 90% of the diet of barred, 

Wisconsin. Boreal and great gray owls pellets in the daytime. Owls swallow long-eared, short-eared and saw-whet 

are also rare visitors from the north, their prey whole or in large pieces. owls is rodents. 
but recent sightings suggest great After stomach fluids digest what can Even the great horned owl, which 

: grays may occasionally breed and nest be broken down, the remainder — sometimes preys heavily on birds and 

in far-northern counties. bones, claws, hair and feathers — is animals we like, including an occa- 
Burrowing owls live in the open regurgitated as a tightly packed pellet. sional house pet, more than makes up 

country of the western United States. Pellets vary in size from one-half or for its transgressions by helping keep 
EITM ae Ue (re omar WV else) three-quarters of an inch for the tiny rodent populations in check. 

the Midwest and New England so this saw-whet to one by four inches or In addition to pellets, there are 

species may occasionally turn up in larger for the great horned owl. other clues for locating owls. A noisy 
Wisconsin. Pellets not only mark the spot mob of birds sometimes betrays an 

Visiting owls almost never breed where an owl digested a meal, they owl’s location during the day. Crows, 
and nest in Wisconsin, so they are also reveal what the owl ate. From for example, frequently mob great 
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xe «aE we" ee NN x cee.) eee 

e, Pe - eh A ‘ % a ae % a <4 bast hi bo i 

SE? 2 ee , i” a ir iY ail aM i SD SD AE 
rata : et 6 4 inciy ies sere sr! puch tee ity yy | Nee oie eee 

SORT OS ee ee ow a ee 
SL SETS T S F pe. RS. SPS eae ory LL” emma eee 
edad rd Sioa QM Bae ee) a igh, OW es % ce 

horned owls. A collection of drop- Se y coe AA al } Big qe ay sy) Be 
pings, or “whitewash,” also helps iden- SEF Cue See MS a A oe ft Ph ae 
tify an owl roost or nest. ae / Ase ; ie ie ae 1 al (fee 

Most owls nest in difficult-to-reach Spe 2 : / at de : . eee ‘ r) pe a Be Pepi 
places, so your chances of getting a ae 4c Pf LA be, | ie 4 a Vid SL neseaae here 

good look at a nest are slim. Screech Ped Gi ee A oe ef iS war age 
Oma Ul Musa ect abe a/v sataited a eh top a. 
trees. Great horned owls nest in large B er 7 ed pe vee 9 A ether Fn pe 
Re aaa Mm ic eee tT Naa U Yt, + tg, uae i he Mee 
those built by red-tailed hawks. (Owls Ll tne %, * ea” Lae ¥ xi 
don’t build nests — they use existing Ob Pa eT Fi ar tk yaa ’ 
cavities or nests constructed by other fate em fle oe aos ee +. 
birds.) 5 nee emma _— gos 
TARR a Ses CMTC >. nett. ii Ae ; ¢ 

Meme aC Cuncumur Ne collars h 2 [a y eae mG 
Don’t climb the tree for a closer look. er : — oy, i” e + 
Such an invasion of privacy would not * ihe é ‘9 
be in the owl's best interest and ; ok 6 ee ike me Ce * 
besides, it is illegal to molest a nesting rad aan i Ay ae OP ed 
owl. In the past, people took young i fa FCT ‘ BY Gy. fee eee 
owls from nests to raise as pets. Owls P Bang & stg a ae en Ie 
and other birds of prey are now e Bre? Sa tiki. PA Re Ger~.. Fr, SAB: 
protected by law. It is illegal to ei PF lc te anlar “ey (Pa ge © 
possess a living or dead bird of prey. “SS og Be Pia Ss < a 594 

It’s also a matter of safety. Owls phy; te eg “e Mere — 
can become aggressive when they ae Peer aa ew 1 LN a 

bul a Tt foTe lla Col ale 1c EM MRR RC a em eeu toe Uae Re Rel 
threatened. A great horned owl can UM OR ee MSC uCM ee acca ea Ll 
easily knock a man out of a tree. 

Besides listening for owls and good firewood. owl calls, and counting the owls that 
looking for roosting and nest sites, you Because owls are so secretive and respond. Owls will even fly in close to 
may want to encourage them to take nocturnal, it is impossible to determine investigate a good imitation, Craven 
up residence in your neighborhood. their population levels by identifying EW 
Cavity-nesting species sometimes set and counting them on sight, as with So instead of just listening to the 
up housekeeping in properly sized and other birds. Researchers and wildlife owls in your neighborhood, you may 
located nest boxes. (‘‘Wisconsin Birds managers resort to counting owls’ want to join the conversation. 

of Prey’ contains recommended territorial and courtship calls. Just ask ‘‘Who cooks for you-all?” © 
dimensions for several owl species.) But some owls may not be talking 

At the very least, you’ll want to leave when the census-takers are listening. 
trees containing large stick nests Owl counters get higher counts by 
standing, even if they would make imitating owls or playing recordings of 
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| would like to respond to a statement made by Justin Your September-October Catch-all told about a DNR 
Isherwood in his article ‘Another Good Oak” (July-August, researcher recognized for his work by “Trout Unlimited’. 

81). In introducing Henry David Thoreau to readers, But, the headline said ‘‘Ducks Unlimited.’’ Which was it? 

Isherwood states that Thoreau was not a “‘Wisconer’’ and MEL FAMY, Waukesha 

that he (Isherwood) has “some doubt that H.D. ever knew Actually, it was Trout, not Ducks Unlimited that honored 
balericiaablngae te Passe) toe veeonan 1 1860. researcher Bob Hunt. Ten lashes with a flying fish for the 

g : : rootreader. 
boarded a river boat near Galena, Illinois, and traveled up 2 
the Mississippi River to Minneapolis, seeing the entire 

southwest border of Wisconsin as far north as Prescott. pemorns Hoe once eg aDOut ihe remarks cutie lady 
Coming back downstream, he left the river at from Eau Claire regarding your covers. There are many of 

Prairie du Chien and crossed the entire state overland to ss york y aoe aS eee bi one i lick 

Milwaukee. His death the following year prevented Thoreau al ; es el i ie ; ve ‘ eine: Re eee 
from publicly writing about this trip, but his notes record his ue Ybor ray oe Ot nies Ove, Be Ae IIS 
impressions. non-cover s a ao ae aes fora ee 

‘ concerning fish and wildlife than on a magazine put out by 
(LEE) CT ANTE NETTING EGS UT) DNR? Didn't she see the beautiful loon on the proper cover 

i pees, Ne cee ‘i beneath? 
' eee fee ee oes Hy soe itas We are only summer residents but we love your state and 
Sa Ser inwesA ye i ah fe " e enjoy every issue of your magazine. As a history buff, | was 

CCl. Ne BEHOUSHESS OF Ine: WaKe OF Waves Mate Dy especially interested in the article about LaSalle in the July- 
ea Kise Di puscicaiond On ne August issue. And your article about humming birds was 

excellent. 
Mississippi north of Prairie du Chien. On Saturday, eight Please keep up the good work and don't change. We 
tows of barges came by within eight hours. The waves they like you just the way you are 
made did not rock my boat nearly as much as speed boats MAXINE DROLET, Kankakee, IL 
and launches. The waves at the shoreline were not nearly id ‘ 
as heavy, either. ; i : _ 

BG we do agree that there is a limit to the amount of , ! Soy Tecan core aah Goes utes 

traffic the rivers can carry, and we believe this point is very ee ee *t = ae o dns a oe eee bbe 

close. We also agree dredged material should have a use ona e a ie e es Se page 2 wotla nave beet) 
somewhere, as you have said, regardless of complaints ea ShaCine see se 3 Reet ; 
about cost or inconvenience. Because federal funds may bl ce arr ir ee fe Ceveliyeu a3 aH ae cae 

well be cut, a user’s fee should be set and people using the propien: ie aU prodice some eee) Due OCay ES 
river for profit informed of the reason. getting difficult to find a place to dispose of them. That 

The dam at Alton may well be necessary. To keep cover photo is just what people, who do not want a disposal 
transportation costs low, it probably should be large enough site within a mile of their place, can use to arouse neighbors 

to carry a full tow of 15 barges. But the projected amount ee ie future't h ict f 
of freight for 1990 should be the uppermost limit carried on Ope some (bla rsoue youlcal nave |piclures 0 
the river. good landfill sites. Your March-April issue had pictures of 

Keep up the good work wild flowers on highways — maybe there is one landfill that 
- : has wild flowers on a completed section. 

Nea ee (en a Ogee Medison WILLIAM H. DOYLE, Environmental Consultant, 
Milwaukee 

Of the many state publications we receive here, 

Wisconsin Natural Resources is one of the few | try to read | pa 

cover to cover. In the same context, | rarely can take time Tan OU a ewe mada: ane Guality cre valid 
, , and photography are greatly appreciated. 

to compliment an editor/author on an exceptional article. JEAN KRAUS, Shullsburt 

But | can’t resist a “‘tip of the hat’”’ to Justin Isherwood e 9 

and ‘Another good oak.”’ Well done, original, good fun and R A . < ‘ 
amoral! What more can your readers ask? (Although I'd Wisconsin Natural Resources is performing an important 
have opted to chop the pine and save the oak.) Please service by keeping its readers informed on many issues of 

keep up the good work. concern, such as the handling of hazardous waste (July- 

GEORGE V. BURGER, Max McGraw Wildlife August 1981). These issues weigh heavy on our minds. 

Foundation, Dundee, IL How refreshing, then to turn the pages to the delicate 

paintings and interesting article by William Bloom on 
hummingbirds (‘‘Wisconsin’s winged jewels’). Keep up the 

balance. We need both to keep our perspective. 
PAM BREUER, Rubicon 
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| have taken this magazine for as long as | can As a transplanted Wisconsinite living in the middle of 

remember. | have saved all the issues | have ever received, lowa, | miss Wisconsin's landscape, water and trees. But 
and use them often to look up something or other. | take a every issue of your magazine brings me close again. | don’t 

dim view of those who write in saying something against it. | miss one word. 

don’t think any of our states have a better magazine. Incidentally, | also pass it on to lowans and have sold 

| also have a question. In your article on central them on Wisconsin attractions several times. 
Wisconsin beavers (‘‘Dam those Beavers,’’ July-August DORIS WILLARD, Des Moines, IA 

1981) you say “‘anglers are cautioned against drinking 

water from streams during trout season because flies and 
midges can spread the disease (tularemia) .” Can 

fishermen catch this disease by eating trout taken from or ee 
near beaver ponds? 

KENNETH P. VAN DE BOGERT, Delavan Readers are invited to express opinions on published articles. 
Letters will be edited for clarity and conciseness and published at 

Author Thomas Thuemler says fish themselves cannot the discretion of the magazine. Please include name and address. 
transmit tularemia and are therefore safe to eat. Best to Excerpia may be usd sn some insianioss. feller {0 “The Readers 

A rite shoul e aagcressed to Wisconsin Natural Resources maga- 
thoroughly cook the fish before eating, though. He says that zine, Box 7921, Madison, Wisconsin 53707. 
an angler can catch tularemia if a cut or scraped arm or leg 
comes in contact with water contaminated by the disease. a A ee 

Front cover: 
‘1 ‘ i ‘ On crisp, cold January nights, great horned owls speak out. Their talk 

While reading yOu) Joule booklet, Twas surprised! to is meant to find a mate and stake out hunting territory. You can eaves- 
note in the description of Hurley that “‘General restaurants drop. See the story on page 25. Painting by artist Robert Bateman, courtesy of Mill 
feature pasties, a Finnish meat pie.”’ This is decidedly an Pond Press, Inc., 204 Nassau St., Venice, FL 33595 

error. a 
Pasties were introduced by Cornish (English) migrants, Back cover: 

. ‘ ‘ i Owls nest and rear young earlier than any other birds. These fledgling 
especially early mune rss ee cartied ther to work my their barred owls are already a month old when most birds have not yet built 
lunch pails. It is truly English, a crust filled with onions, : a nest. Photo by Victor Apanius 
potatoes and meat, and made like a turnover — not a pie. 

My Dad came to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula (Gogebic ME Se eRe ESR ea nS Se 

County) with his Swedish parents in the 1880's. | was born Wisconsin Natural Resources 
and raised in Bessemer, the county seat. A lot of ““Cousin- January-February 1982 e Volume 6, Number 1 
Jacks’’ (a nickname for Cornish or English) would be angry ‘ ‘ i hae see 5 

ie A A . Wisconsin Natural Resources is an official Bemoninly publication of the Wisconsin 
at your giving Finns credit for our pasties. Department of Natural Resources, 101 S. Webster St., Madison, Wisconsin 53702. The 

| do hope you will set the record straight. imragezine fe sustained fy OugN Dekd elinscriotions, No tax monies or.foenes monies ere 
MRS. W.L. LONG, Tracy, CA =: Singh coplon $10. Netiboation of aidroce changes meat cause mssing abel ened 3 copies $1.50. ji of ii il 

Sa aera = oe eae . ‘ _ , P.O. Box 5 lison, Wi: in . 
I'd like to know how much the DNR is paying to have its ‘Second Postage paid at Madieon! Wiscorei 

subscription promotion included with tax mailings! Why Permission is given to reprint with appropriate credit, however, authors, artists and 
can’t this money be used to give me useful information, PiaeoPaat Cer tis Wseriael Devi teen of Naliral Huscatees aestien io fearorseoa 
rather than throw my tax money away on solicitations for for loss or damage to unsolicited manuscripts or illustrative material. Viewpoints of 

‘authors do not necessarily represent the opinion or policies of the Natural Resources 
more of my money? Board or Department. 

KEVIN McDONALD, Grafton 

The Wisconsin Natural Resources Magazine envelope you 

received with your tax refund costs Wisconsin taxpayers DORA: CONOR ion a fe ec croonieiny Depertrnern of tetra 
nothing. The promotion, produced for a fraction of a penny, een Collins H. Ferris Carrol D. Besadny 

1 4 i ‘ os irman Madison Secretary 
is paid for entirely by magazine subscriptions. The Richard A. Hemp Donald Haldeman Andrew Damon 

Department of Revenue includes the envelope with its ee ee Foren isocewe ao cere 
mailings as a courtesy. It saves us postage and costs them pare Cree ' Rhinelander Executive Assistant 
no more. Secretary 

Unlike the magazines of all but two other states, 
Wisconsin Natural Resources /s entirely se/f-funding. 

Subscription fees pay for staffing, promotion and production Editor * J. Wolfred Taylor 
costs. No general tax monies and no DNR license fees are Circulation & Production « Laurel Fisher Steffes 

used to support the magazine. Art Director * Christine Linder/Moonlit Ink 
Editorial Assistant * Robin J. Irwin 

31



From the beginning of this F; cach jae veed ee who act - 
. » * re a middlemen between the eastern colo- nation’s history people have Sy nies. Affairs which concern the shapers 

wrought changes on the ees of nations are confined to the settled 
Wisconsin landscape that yr gp a land between the broad Atlantic and the 
affected both wildlife and YE Z ae os Appalachians, with the mountains 

3 p Be forming a barrier to political rhetoric. 
ae changes are still L ig It is already a while ago that 

: kn ae Charles Langlade established his settle- 
DON BRONK, Wausau , iy , hers . : ment at Green Bay. Up ahead, 11 years 

; i : im , ir YS after the signing of the Declaration of 
It is 1776. Near the junction of the A en an ‘ we Independence Wisconsin will become 

Big Eau Pleine and Wisconsin rivers, sig SRN fk RAN part of the Northwest Territories. In 
where Lake Du Bay will be after the Sp ST AS 1816 John Jacob Astor will begin fur 
dams are built, a grey wolf howls. Gi “age FAN SEXO trading operations in Wisconsin and 
Further away, near the future Hatley, a h 7, me a ne \ eS \ eager Indian trappers capture beaver, 
bull elk bugles a challenge into the pine AAR 4 Ce. pe , r i wolf, wolverine, otter and marten to 
forest. In a wetland which will be named A A iL. i we Ni + ui trade for wool blankets and steel knives. 
Marsh-field, a cow moose and her i y Oe? ih But the central and northern 
playful calf splash for succulent water 4 A a. ee VW ZI We portions of the state are still quiescent 
plants and a sullen wolverine growls and CAN SN Ae ae’ wilderness. Just north of Marathon 
tests the wind in the Big Rib River va hae RASS fa UP ~~ 4 County, almost on the Lincoln County = \ 5 x i ‘ : 5 valley. a ~~ . wer : line, begins the rich Boreal or Canadian 

Whitetail deer are not overly plen- as Yl i —i forest of white and black spruce, white 
tiful in Wisconsin’s mature forests. The ee ' cedar, mountain ash and maple and 
occasional elk serve the resident Indians Wolves left after the big woods were cut but it balsam fir. In Marathon County the 
for food as well as for weapons and cloth- was not until halfway through this century that vegetative “transition zone” begins, 
ing. To the east are the Menominees; to they ceased to howl in the state’s far north. characterized by virgin white pine, red 
the west where open grasslands become jeenty ine eae i ee ne (oes ee oak, sugar maple and birch. This biotic 
plains near the Mississippi are the Chip- ee ye Pi, Box 340, Anta Wi54409. “transition zone” fills the gap between 
pewa tribe. In what is now Clark the Canadian forest and the Sonoran 
County, buffalo graze while a mountain The white man is mostly hearsay here zone beginning near Rock and 
lion patrols the upper Black River now, but trading in beaver fur is already Milwaukee counties and extending 

valley. taking place between Wisconsin tribes south to the Gulf of Mexico. Its ecolog- 

ical richness results from the varied oa cpa ee CC cou nernptar 
SOME VANISHED WISCONSIN BIRDS AND MAMMALS. communities and the bird and animal 

(and general location and date of last record in the state) species that inhabit them. Such is the 

a fertility of the land that most of the 
é animal and bird species present now in 
a ONS) 18th Century Wisconsin, will flourish for 

yi de BR sroose Ae another 150 years — some of them 
— = Jj, occasionally observed becoming more abundant. Others will 

CARIBOU (1842) a vanish utterly, and still others retreat to 
Se oe a a ee the remaining Canadian wilderness. 
& eh o ah oP No longer content with trading in 

age SY NIL Sa furs, the white man will leave the COUGAR wee. i ee) (1905) 4. a o confining southern settlements and 
MARTEN (1925) ay FISHER (1900-1920) drive his plow into the rich loam of the 

YS ae eke + restocked 1956 Winnebago meadows. Reaching rapidly 
‘y << ln ( northward, settlers and adventurers will 

ty WOLVERINE provoke ruthless small wars with the 
nes Wm (1870) | | paSSENGER Indians, culminating in the Blackhawk 
ce: : Ef) PIGEON War of 1832. Despite some Indian 

“BISON + f io By 1108) f successes, the white push will be irresis- 
(1832) 5 + OSS ae tible. In 1836, the Menominee will cede 

si Tage (da a portion of Marathon County to the 
Se TRUMPETER SWAN Federal Government. One year later, 
wig (1893) the Chippewas will surrender their 

a GIN a CRANE 4 { Y county holdings with a series of treaties, 
4 (1884) eS relinquishing their ancestral homes as 
SL far north as Lake Superior. 
ge CAROLINA The first animals to retreat from the 

etal fi] PAROQUET? settlers are bison. Sioux Indians will kill 
WILD TURKEY (1872) i (1844) { the last two in the state near the Trem- 

restocked 1954 
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pealeau River in 1832. Five years later ASS SP Se a al NS 
the Sioux follow the bison westward PRE = OS = ee pane aS 
with their treaty of 1837. In 1848, hee eS Se ee ee rege ad 
Wisconsin will enter the Union. ey Bee SO Pech: i Sy - 

By then the movement of farming to Se Ne Ezek. CY Re  g Sa 
the north will falter. The growingseason & C. WS Sn See A whe Ea 
is short, the soil less fertile. But the BS) a SS athe aR POS , SS ee 
north’s century-old white pine is prime Se Rivas oe ee ay Se le hs Se 
raw material for exploding construction SE eee NeW laee ee 2 SAS 
as the nation expands west of the Ae ; pF oe 
Appalachians. The plow surrenders to AS ee | “ a 
the axe and the spring-swollen ee SS A et HP PA 
Wisconsin River gluts with fresh-cut ae Ys ies Wt WS F As 
pine logs destined for sawmills and rail- Ss Bre aS SIRS is aaa Py tos 
roads. Ancient prairies roll under the De . AA OP SR Be Ce \ \ tas Be 
plow while topsoil surrounding a 2 - A 4 wane | |=Zapoe ee 2 i 
million-million pine stumps feels Ss " iy ti AN ope SOE Wie 
sunlight for the first time. In time, many Say = ect e Waa LP). le a ae 
animals and birds will thrive on this SX\\ ys EEN ES Se oR NE PN om 7 eg 
altered land; deer and grouse will flood 4 > aes SSE te OBS 
the openings and coyotes extend their cf Nee. : a a ames Mee AYA" ott f UE 
range eastward to blanket the state. But S AL 7 mek) ‘ 9 fs tye Ne OR 
for the large animals of the deep forest, Navan aC ‘ > oh as 3 a oes 
the change is disaster. The loss of Sa ae tae % ie ret Lh bee 
habitat, market hunting and conflicts UR Soh > iN ON Ad id ibe Stok cea 

with farm livestock eliminate the largest eee SeCORN Raa eae eae ats: a es 
of them from the state in another short anys 3A (The | Bae asta 
quarter-century. Ae j NI \3 Me eee, eras 

The Clark County cougar is killed by AS Re ny 4-5 1 OMA ise he's Pen 
“Mr. Benjamin Bones of Racine” in PR te eee pyaar * eg pen oe 
December of 1863. It is one of the last, " { AN ” ERAT ae 
although some hang on until the early a sie ae } ae Vipeet a ree - ae) ; 
1900’s. The elk go in 1866. By 1870, the She Lo aa inher! WB i ag ty if GE , 
wolverine is gone. Moose and grey wolf a pe ate Ome NS i NY Soe ‘ ee ; 
are more resourceful. Retreating north- “AGRON WSN noted Vee) ES SU ESS 

(ete lions were among the first creatures to flee the state after white civilization. Photo by 

A short quarter-century after statehood, the last elk disappeared from Wisconsin, forced out by the hunter’s rifle, farmer's plow and logger’s axe. White- 
tailed deer flourish in the niche they left behind. “Evening Snowfall — American Elk" by artist Robert Bateman, courtesy of Mill Pond Press, Inc., 204 Nassau St., Venice, FL 33595 
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eR RETO NCEE ee: : : aE IO 5 SE) ward, they occupy the northern tier of century, even the moose and grey wolf 

: Pome ee ie oa ee igs oe : : PPS eee ee ee y counties where caribou herds once surrender their Wisconsin footholds. 

ee : ig a em ea roamed. The last original moose would be killed 
Pen ee Ee wo ; : ‘ E : ae ihe The state gradually stabilizes. in 1921. Regular wolf visits from upper 

eee ; yy es aS Farmers exploit some of the cutover Michigan would cease in the early 1950’s 

5 + ae eae eo . a y a ee | land left by lumbermen; other patches, but 25 years later a new wolf pack will 

; poe pas. Z , 4 ge ae oe left alone, regenerate, beginning with establish itself in northern Wisconsin 

Se eg — Bi. Se ay the typical aspen sequence. A favorite and isolated moose surprisingly show up 

See : : ee x Om? = food of deer and ruffed grouse, aspen will in Douglas County, immigrants from 

s Wee ee ‘ ? eee b ier 2 "a become the mainstay for another forest | Minnesota. 

pe ae es ; en E products enterprise, the paper industry. But Wisconsin has seen the last of its 

es Ie : a pe ‘ +3 ci eT = vor “ eae Te aren 

Po Za , y et. oan iw ii & aera. ace As Su NN. * ry 4 ae 
Sec aged’ z im, | me eS ee + a RE Bg hte 
ee ly ater: : E a sO yA: Ms te S aN Varies So NT ne ah rs 
eee BP Ce . r eee ; ALT ah 1s 4 A aye RN "hae BB aren 6. a 
helene pine aS its SSG f e i ea 4 7 na ‘et « 4 7 We Ch FA aes Pia 

ee a : — : a <a ha Ws \ BA Sok MI ce ae eth i 

ee eee Sen Ne Pi Zz y By —_" " Me iy, ef ‘sil i. SALE Shei ne We oh 

Ot ae SP ate i? Zs ye a 4 d a = A “a Jia] een ee 

CRM OI eM nian Ol Gar ete ‘ ae se | f) : ” PR TF et aa any 

ee y ee PR he at ae a 
Re MG ai ern eure cian real cee 6 an ; re EM 
Be eR aaa g kc ie” Pome 5 CP ae A a a 
DNs ane NR Tes ic, rnb ee me ni arte ee, Te mh 

co : ai a a. E nat -f 4 x Fe] ae, ht 

ee eee COA ad a a : f he i P : wt i 
eae ae “i -_. i" Fe brgah \ aS re 4, 

a. a ._- 2 He ee ig 
i, : ee a ncaa Se kee ae a Bey ie ge 

Beas Ph ie 4 Bees . y yr Ese F 5 

occ eet ; ‘ gi ee ee Hh Bid ' PRS 4 

aeRO ite hd ad ae ee x ‘ me?) 

2 Se ag Paks igus Bec , a 

ee Ses Z ne Po. mo 

ss. ee : BS eee re Pee ee Z ¥ ; ; vege 
es ee ee 3 a ae Pe ae Sixty years after moose populations vanished from the state, an occasional visitor still crosses 

i os Ba Bea rn OO” ae j the border from Minnesota. Photo by Lynn L. Rogers, 119 W. Chapman St., Ely, MN 55731 

Re, ae aie eee eee But man will have an unwanted giant game animals. Deer replace moose 

fe Se, 2a ae er assistant in clearing the land. In 1871, and elk, and coyote temper their bark 

Be is ee es a See the Peshtigo fire will burn millions of where once the wolf howled. The bobcat 

po (ie ie we a 2 board feet and reduce a town to cinders. reigns in lieu of the mountain lion. But 

— Beg. soe re | Fire and axe compete desperately. Itis for the wolverine, there is no 

oe 2 Cao j not this generation of lumbermen, but —_ replacement. 

.~ 4 eee : their sons who will view the forest as a And yet, it could have been no other 

ae — ee * protectable — and renewable — way. Even after two centuries of change, 

ee ‘ resource. Fire protection and preven- Wisconsin has retained its vast ability to 

a : tion will come later but for now, wildlife nourish and house a rich and varied 

oe ¢ Milnes | Q is quick to take advantage of the change. mixture of species. And of all these, 

ee ie When flame destroys competing brush none is so imposing, and extravagantly 

ee eee 5 in fields of prairie grass, prairie chicken interesting, as the upright human 

eT eT : take over in such numbers that complete invader whose works imprint the land- 

Lynx. Disappearance of mountain lions left lynx and bobcat as Wisconsin's only wild felines. Today, lynx are extremely rare, widely scattered and field kitchens are set up by hunting scape. Those works are neither all good 
protected by endangered species laws. Painting by artist Manfred Schatz, courtesy of Russell A. Fink, 9843 Gunston Rd., P.O. Box 250, Lorton, VA 22079 | farmers and their friends for annual fall nor all bad, but they herald change. 

bird harvests. But gradually the aspen, Who knows what the state will look like 
with its understory of hardwoods, asser- 200 years hence? Q 
tively regains some of the open land. 

By 1900, major changes in the wild- 

life community are complete. The little 
lumbering town in the Wisconsin River 
valley at Big Bull Falls now has the 
Chippewa name Wausau, bestowed by a 
tribe two generations absent from their 
ancient hunting grounds. In the 20th 
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