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: as : : ; a4 as re} ee | A "i Fed 
inaccessibility of the village until the bridge Ae mM i ry + —_—.. E i 2 

: aon. A F si i ary ae ’ _ L x a was completed over the Wisconsin River, .-” eee § 2 -f ee we ae ‘LR a 

residents recognized the importance of a ; wh 4 | y ' pete S) 7. RS = i 7 F 

volunteer fire.department. An early fire og? , PP ’ mf saith | 
; at ae | ‘| : ; | 

squad, organized by the mill, battled the ; B c E- j - f | f EF 

i devastating mill fire of 1912, until help es - 4 A " } F  - ] 

arrived from Wausau. : 4 . asi aN | 

The volunteer fire departntent grew : ih 4 ae . A. ee” Be. | 

steadily over the next forty years and in dike a ai [A - A ) ‘Ss. +. i 3 

1954 the village decided to build a new fire ” a > ‘ tas ; a 

station. An issue of SideLites that year ee ; d | 
reported that construction was under way The building would also add much- requirements for emergency technicians. It Monel 2nd FI 
for &riew 40 x 90 foot Structure. needed facilities for community or mill was now faced with the possibility of having Hae Roose 5 

"Brokaw facilities for equipment storage meetings and events. "In addition, meeting to discontinue thegvolunteer fire school. H 

{ has been somewhat limited for the past accommodations were somewhat at a department because of increased training * ; 

: several years," SideLites said. "Meanwhile premium ever since the store and requirements and the lack of volunteers. . ff 

the Village has purchased new fire fighting community hall burned a number of years Officials were also faced with replacing the * 

‘ equipment, including a truck, a utility ago," SideLites said. "Word is that with Village fire truck which was cost : { 

truck, snow removal equipment, etc." proper request, the accommodations will prohibitive. A referendum was held and ; 

The article also mentioned that the also be made available for various mill the vote favored discontinuing the . 

Village planned to add ambulance service in meetings." Volunteer Fire Department and contractfag 5 
the near future and was shopping for a used In the early 90’s, the dwindling for services with the Town of Maine Fire 4 

“ambulance. ‘The building was also being population caused by the paper mill buying Department; which has continued to today. x 

developed to serve as a houses as they came on the Some of the Village residents now serve as | 
"cornerstone" that is market, limited the volunteers with the Town of Maine f 

could someday - ie i : an il number of people Volunteer Fire Department, and as First ‘ | 

with additions ile ee available for fire Responders. : 4 

- be developed / ; NG qq : protection services. Banking came to Brokaw in 1969, | 
eh au) + e re a : : q 

into a "large “ MOG E The Village had when First American National Bank broke f i 

well-equipped ; a ; discontinued ~ ground for its Brokaw branch. Complete i 

community WE WL of free " 4 ambulance service in with a drive-up window and 24-hour | 

hall, second to = ee a the late 50's because envelope depository, the Brokaw branch : 4 

none." ; Lite 7 : of the new had three teller windows. | 
Pee ne eee nen E 

Photo courtesy of Marathon Generations of Brokaw residents attended Village ‘| 

pga erences cet schools. This is the original built in 1903. The last ; | 
i school building closed in 1964. 4 

! . | 
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% Bee pa cs too. As the Wausau Daily Record-Herald * erosion, Brokaw ran a serious risk of losing 

se 4 6g Te ae os pin noted, "An audience of several hundred its status as a Village. And there was no 

a er viewed the event on the four-span point in trying to attract new residents. 

E Ee id Ah a Macs structure, where several truckloads of Watsau-Mosinee Paper Corp. had begun to 

4 ee ~—pullpwood and several paper trucks were exercise its first refusal rights whenever a 

sparked to symbolize major uses of the new home came up for sale. The company plans 

4 eye (omnes § §— bridge." to reclaim the original land for future mill 

u i > “i With all the good that the bridge expansions. So, the company has been 

y ‘i 5 . brought to the community came changes - buying the homes back and, one by one, 

5 d ; E A that would erode the Village's decades-old tearing them down. ‘ : 

The Brokaw Crédit p traditions that made it a unique company By the mid-Nineties, Village officials 

Union and the U.S. (eo Warren P Knowles, flanked by a town. The changes were gradual, but reluctantly began thinking seriously about 

ee i: host of local dignitaries, dedicated a 580- profound. For instance, villagers wére no disincorporation. 

3 . ni Brokaw. foot bridge spanning the Wisconsin River longer as dependent on the company store 2 

, : and linking Brokaw with Highway 51. The for food and the store - the epicenter of — * 

year was 1967 and the event may well have Village social life - would close forever in a a 

been the biggest moment in Village history few short years. It was now easier for mill . ° 3 

‘ since the mill opened. workers to commute to work from other ee. . 

? Finally, the Village had a direct aecess communities and, conversely, for Brokaw a: x he 

1 to a major highway. Residents could get to residents to work in communities other _ F ms 

, » shopping districts in Wausau and Merrill than Brokaw. , . 

F 3 , faster and easier. The mill would benefit, But, today the bfidge that changed De aa geeeascint 
ee - everything in Brokaw is literally — ro egangs os 

bere oe ae : a : i eee eS site seeing se the Villages oe The new water tower under construction. 
come a TE os In fact it's the bridge to its very ee 

eee Sai Re eters ae oe tere @ survival. ' Life in Brokaw was becoming more ‘* 

a spt oti ee ieaceaisiniiaiiiaiiiilas (ay co H Le The population of Brokaw difficult. "So few people were flushing 

= A ut it Bree at fi | -=- ee ye had been dropping for years. By toilets, for example," an article in the 

‘<a 5! — - 2 poe a ee 1990, only 224 people were living Wausau Daily Herald stated in 2002, "the 

; g eos in the Village. By 2002 the Village's wastewater treatment plant 

| pulation had dropped to 102. couldn't operate properly." Many remaining red 
ee had been any further residents were of retirement age and faced ; 

The Northside Business Park, operating : : 
ps in the new addition to Brokaw. : : ; 
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River Ridge and the First Addition to River Ridge E a 
5 se Village of Brokaw, Wisconsin FE 

Rae ti es E 

- pe _. : 

ballooning sewer and water Py Ly LPT B > . , tower due to-higher elevations on the west ‘ B 

rates as the population . a ' - ~~ JE | = side of the river. The bridge, once again, ; 

shrank. a 2 = EI, Ce i was vital to the success of the project. Hy 
The solution was € € FUTURE PH AseS / ; I Z Sewer and water lines were slung under the 4 4 

expansion, but the Wisconsin es be “ay bridge to achieve the river crossing. ie 

River and the virtually un- ta a me | Money was another problem. The TIF | 

developable granite bluffs x | s . District was expanded and a Community i 

seemed to have the Village ia olen: : it ail ee aes ee Development Authority (CDA) was created 4, | 
i a . bears BoP Rak ES RS ROMEO IEEE a pies are tee a ee i z a ‘ x 
impossibly landlocked against | ga to increase funding. The project did not 4 

any possible annexation to the 5 become a reality, however, until a e 

Village. of city sewer and water to the site, which $1,000,000 federal grant was awarded to Fe 

But there was a solution and that's how was completed in 2002. Several businesses the Village in 2002, through the efforts of & 
Brokaw's bridge became the Village's bridge have already opened their doors in the USS. Representative David R. Obey, ~ ‘| 

: toa future. Village officials looked west, Northside Business Park. representing Wisconsin's 7th Congressional ‘| 

across the Wisconsin River for expansion. Next, the Village purchased fifty acres District. | 

In 1997, a landowner in the Town of Maine adjacent to the business park and - F 

2 wanted to develop what had previously subdivided it into 86 residential lots with : oa Sis F| 

been a clay barrow site. The developer spectacular views of the valley and the ee l 
knew water and sewer services would be bluffs surrounding old Brokaw. Single Png ye | 

necessary and approached the Village family homes and apartment buildings have ie - f | 

regarding annexation and began developing been going up in the new site as old homes H- Pe fs | i 
a business park. The petition for > continue to be torn down in old Brokaw. - : \ a 

annexation of 52 acres was approved by the Village president, Judy Rose expects the aan seers wen | 

Village and the State of Wisconsin and new River Ridge Subdivision to push 3 Te t 

zoned for commercial and light industrial Brokaw's population to between 300 and | 
facilities. A Tax Incremental Finance 500 people within a few years. . New homes “Rising q 

District (TIF) was created to serve as a Getting sewer and water to the new Without the determination and by the River”. 7 

funding mechanism to allow the extension area was a daunting task involving a inspired thinking of a dedicated group of | 

7 complex river crossing and tough village officials and the timely grant, 3 

Se sem excavations in granite formations in Brokaw would have ceased to exist early in i 
Gee I i = portions of the annexed property. The this new century. Now Brokaw is Rising by a 

pee Sopra eee project required a municipal water booster . the River. 
| 

aa ss ma pump station and a new elevated water : : F 

P _ ——,' The new River Ridge Apartments | 
B Pe crane \ complex. ¢ | 

Pe P wie ene g) a in x “ 2 15 f



giv of Broke, 

The Village Board of Trustees and the Centennial Committee extend 

TSN PO our heartfelt thanks to all of you who participated in one way or another 

: to help us make this a successful and joyful event. 

Centennial Celebration f 

Anderson Engineering, Inc. | Krueger Floral-N-Gifts EJ. Peter Trucking, Inc. | Stark GM Auto 

‘Brian's IDK _ Kwik Trip - Riverview Pro Sport Shop | Superior/Onyx Waste ' 

Brickner Motors, Inc. Lake Shore Coca Cola Red Granite Bar Services 

Brokaw Credit Union Bottling REI | Trappe River Golf Course 

Chico's Restaurant Lemke Cheese Co., Inc Remax of Wausau - Town of Maine Fire Dept. 

County Market - Wausau Loading Zone Eatery Yvonne Prey Town of Maine First 

C T L Company, Inc. “ & Lounge Remax of Wausau - | Responders : 

Dairy Queen - Marcis Signs Jim Prey | Town of Maine Lions Club 

_ Grand Avenue Dave Marcis Racing Richards Supper Club | Valley Evergreen 

Donut Junetion - Wausau Mega Pick-N-Save - River Ridge Apartments _—_-Vallley Scale Service, Inc. 

Foth & Van Dyke Bridge Street Riverview Café & Bakery | Walmart - Wausau ; 

Grebe's Ace Hardware M&d Bank Rosemurgy International _ WAOW-TV 9 

& Appliance Menards Auto Mall Wausau Daily Herald 

Gulliver's Landing Nick's Outdoor Rosemurgy Motors, Inc. Wausau-Mosinee Paper 

Homestead Inn Unlimited, LLC: « Schmidt's Ballroom & Grill Corp. _ 

K-Mart Northside Citgo - Brokaw Shawn's Bases Loaded Wisconsin Feed Mill i 

Kiwanis Club People's State Bank’ Stainless Steel Builders, Inc. 

of Greater Wausau Comfort Galleries J 

_
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Duane (Dewey) Cumberland, Loretta Scholl, Mary Ann Wimmer and Jack Toivonen for [4 

sharing their memories of life in the Village. And to Vivian (Brown) Radtke, who lent us her H 

journal of life in the Village as experienced by her family. E 

} r . ee Ruthelle Frank, who helped us with identifying families who lived here and in gathering Hl 

| sources of historical information. F 

| Rochelle Frank for her help in planning the Kids games and finding a source for prizes. , 

The Brokaw Centennial : Fi 
The many people who lent us pictures of historical value and other family heirlooms for fe 

| Celebration and this dicnlay: i play. 
| book are dedicated to . i 

: Don Hildebrandt, Postmaster of the Brokaw Post Office, for arranging for the i 

the memory of the Commemorative cancellation stamp and scheduling special hours for our centennial 

eat celebration. i 
generations of ‘ | 

2 hardworking Brokaw Dan Green, Graphic Specialist with Foth and Van Dyke for designing the special i 

i ; Centennial logo and commemorative postal cancellation stamp, as well as the flyers we 
residents who made this railed i 

Village a community ; ‘ i 
Bob Lieving, who researched and wrote our Centennial Book, putting his heart into the f 

with shared traditions, many, stories relating to the history, events and people who formed the culture of this Village a ci 
eid Amerean valde through the years. Curt Stenz, who brought the spirit of the Village to life with his 

: captivating page designs. Hy 
and 100 years of d H 

aes And, last but not least, Marge Josiger and Brenda’ Weisenberger, who were the mainstay A 

wonderful memories. of the Centennial Committee, taking care of the many details that made everything come E 

together for this event. And to Jenny Josiger for stepping in to help midway through our | 

. planning; Jim Sonnentag, Gary Roeder and Charlie Blarek for taking the time from their | 

: other duties for the Village to help the Committee. Hy 
\ i 

a On behalf of the Village Board of Trustees, Thanks to All’of You! 4 

+ x Judy Rose, President : 
: | Village of Brokaw A 

i 
| ” 2 5 i 
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SU aw village | 
Just recently, the entire nation was reintroduced to a‘ long-forgotten proverb. "It takes a 

whole village to raise a child." When you reflect upon those words of wisdom, you begifi to 

realize that it's something that the residents of Brokaw put-into practice 100 years ago and 

built it into a tradition that lasted for decades. Growing up in Brokaw, you had an extended 3 

family caring for you that stretched house by house, block by block throughout the entire ee 

community. . 

s Indeed, we were a community in the very best definition of the word. When times were 

good, we knew how to party. Wheri times were tough, we knew how to share. When 

disasters struck, we stuck together and rebuilt. 

Since we lived and worked together in a company town that was, for many years of its E 

history partially isolated, our friendships were closer than most. Sure, everybody knew your 

business, but that's not always a bad thing when it comes to caring for your neighbors. : | 

It is our extreme pleasure to welcome you to our Centennial Celebration, a momentous 4 | 

milestone for Brokaw at a momentous time in Village history. 

The unique culture of a company town faded away over the last few years and the town, | 

as we knew it, is likely to disappear soon. ; 

But now we all have str@ng hopes that a newer and different Brokaw will survive to see 

‘its bicentennial. 

So, we invite you to share the memories with your family, friends and neighbors. ; 

Perhaps, for a time, we can bring back the sense of community we all loved. And we also 

invite you to share our hopes for the new Brokaw, "Rising by the River". 

Judy Rose : | 

President, Village of Brokaw 

3 are County Library 
: IN 

21s @ausau ¥V 403 

a ‘ |
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