
728 State Street   |   Madison, Wisconsin 53706   |   library.wisc.edu

From factory to field : the life story of a
British shell.

London: Roberts & Leete, Printers, 1917

https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/YOTQSWAVXZLLU8Q

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NKC/1.0/

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.



E pans ee NO NO | we eee 
os Wes seas rts Ras ee 4 3 ts | Slime es pea oe Caen cee 

A A 

Bs Mi P 2 tne Pee a ge bo 

ie 

iY ea See pe ae ai, 

, woe eae 1 a 

) ne) : Vt ae ) [ eg 

: pe 
ee No ca ro 

& 
4 : 6 +. Be ei ae ae I  \SSr ee, med 4 % : Me ha 4 a va : WI es if ‘ea sd ot 

4 he a a ; 4 1.@ ees SS a) Ee 4 4 

aN = | ey Wan hae ae see | 
: 1 pes ( | We Wy a) { : yy OW nee wm Yee 

A (ee 
iy | a | oe. a2) | ae mee ey , se 

a , al 
‘ 2 ; i ae oe Jae oes ee a a e gas 

a Ree ‘ a 5 
ae ie ; ; See fei Bee ya Sg ie 

a a” 
3 at PRR -: “eee a, Bias oe ake if im - (4) one a | yi Ch ane se 

ay art 
to ee a ei cae Bs eM 

A 4 ! ip) at ae & oe es $ 
iY 

act aS ; t aN a | ee ee ~ 
if a Rave CR ee we Le oe” a gs *) SS eae — a “ 

as ~ Na _ : - 

. = — 4 i Se) ; 
ae o i = = a cae S. . + Dad a a 

> - Pe er. co 4 > "' GE PPE TARY OF —S | : 4 _ a — he i a Ga FY ON 

: ed aa an pf SSS DINLVERSITY OF Vf SCO) \N . Pe hy i : |



——ae 

é ' | 

FOREWORD. i 

Z e) HE photographs in this volume tell their own story—a story as truly romantic as | 

€5 any in human history. First shewing the rough heap of raw material from which , 

; ®& fj] the shell-steel is made, they pass in quick review the various processes of i 

: ~ manufacture, and then illustrate the loading of the shells on the railway and their despatch 4 

t ; to France. The scene shifting, they next show the shells being fined up to the Front, and 

. 5 the great guns being loaded and fired. Photographs of the shells bursting over the German | 

: lines are followed by some vivid illustrations of the effects of British gun-fire—trenches i 

demolished, trains wrecked and derailed, guns knocked out of action, and the fearsome net-work ; 

{ of barbed wire entanglements destroyed. The last photograph in the book shows British 1 

troops occupying a former German trench, when the shells have completed their deadly work. : 

i This story, multiplied many a million millionfold, is the story of Britain's ever-increasing 

” superiority in the field. Even when unsupported by an adequate shell supply, British valour— f ‘ 

y as in the Battle of Ypres—has before now heroically held the breach. But valour alone, 

i> however heroic, can never push home the decisive thrust, by which final victory must be | 

i achieved. Shells, Shells and still more Shells are needed to break down the elaborate i 

- defences upon which Germany has lavished nearly three years’ laborious preparation and 

; to destroy the complicated system of communications which lies behind the German lines. 

{ With every fresh development of the campaign, the demand for shells grows more insistent. _ 

In a week of the Battle of Messines 23 times the amount of munitions was expended as in a 4 

EF week of the Somme Offensive of 1916, and in the more extended operations which commenced 

f on July Ist, 1917, the proportionate expenditure has been considerably higher. Germany | 

knows to-day that she is being resistlessly overborne by the pressure, not only of superior 

man-power, but of superior gun-power. j 

; British labour, tenacious as it is of its rights, has freely surrendered “for the period | 

of the war” the trade union restrictions for which it fought unremittingly in days of peace. 3 ee | 

Willingly has the British artisan worked at the tension of chronic overtime and willingly has 

he consented to a wide-spread scheme of industrial “dilution.” When the full story of the 

war comes to be written, the sacrifice of their most cherished traditions by the working-men 4 | 

of Britain will prove one of its most splendid chapters. | 
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