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History of Janeaville

3

nited States began the surveys of this part of Rock County

The

lin the summer of 1833, The portion of the town of Janesville west

finllet and Brink in the third guarter of 1835, and the sectlons and
gubdivisions were surveyed later in the same year by Ceorte .
farrison. These lands were opened for entry and sale at the land

ot £ ice, which was situated at Green Bay, in 1B3b, belore any agtugl
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lers arrived here, so that when they did come they setiled on
itie east slde of the river, which was not surveyed until F1E05SE
All+*land on the west of the river. in range 12 were put on thno

e rket in the summer of 1835, and were entered by Thomas A Holmess
£, P, Pags, I, Pennoysr, Morgan L, Martain and other woo nadsnicUct
fecn here.

155, John Inman of Lucerne county, Pennsylvania,
bnd William Yolmes, of Ohio, started from Milwaukee, to prospect

ind . fiind a. locetione They hsad heﬁrd there of the beauties of the
lock River valley, and so directed their steps iIn this direction.

In July 16, they arrived at what is now Fort Atkinson, and following
fown around Lake Koshkonong, they encamped the next night, the 17th,
bbhout where Fulton now 1s, in Rock Countye During the night thelr
ponles egecaped and wandered on down the river. The next moraing,
uly 18, 1835, they took their stuff on their backs and tramped on
lown bne river reaching the location or Janesville that afternoons
fney must have forded the river somewhere, for they encamped that
light on the bluff at the southern edge of the river on the east

g

ide ot the river, from where they could see the remains of Black

lawk's camn, This must have been near where George Hanthorn's

of . the river was flrst surveyed. The town lines wers run by sSUrvVeyOrSS



resilence now la o1 Sharonistreet, The next morning they wornt ovEr

lto where the Indian camp had been, and called it Black Hawk's Grove/,

\whinh name it has ever since retained., Not having found thelr ponies;
they kept on walking down the river ag far as where Turtle creek
e

enters the Rock river in Beloit, They saw no one; no setbler had

yoet claimed any vart of thisivirgin land for his own. Détermiiiing

o retrace thelr steps, they found thelr ponles &nd e tUurnecs G

their Janesville camp. No place they had seen had so appealed to them
g3 this, and the combilnation of forest and prairie, with the apiring
eresks and the river, the untouched forest trees in the ocak openlngsy
gnd tlie counbtless wild flowsrs of every shade and hue on the pralrie,
mst  indeed have been an alluring sight. Thelr minds were made Up

to look no farther, but that this point should be their future home;
g0 they started bacék for Milwaukee to get thelr famllies on July 20,
1855, They weare delayed in returning until November 15, but on that

John Inman, George Pollner, William Holmea, Jr., and Joshug

Holmes! left Milwaukee to reside permanently at thils place; they
prrived onuosit the big rock at Monterey, where the Indian ford
Las, on November 18, 13835, and proceeded to bulld a cabin at that
blace, This log cabln was the first house built within the limits
b’ the city of Janesville, and stood about where the new Janeaville
Southeastern railway passes before 1t crosses Eastern avenue
pbout thirty rods east of the Monterey bridge.

On December 13 of the same year, Samuel St. John, his wife and
hree children came from Vermont and joined the avove named party,
gking nine people who llived all winter in this cabin,

In the fall of 18535, Thomas lolmes, of Milwaukee, who had entered

and on the west side of the river, laid out the wvillage of Rockport,

gich now constitutes a vortion of the city.of Janesville.

L



In. the month of January. of 1856, 'In the little log cabin spoken
before, the [irst child borniin Janesville arpived 1n fhe f8miiy
I Samual St. John; this c¢hild was named Seth B. St., John; he moved
rom Janesville to Columbia. county, Wisconsin, and later farther wests
In  Janlary also, Henry Fe:Janecs, viated the locatlion of 'Janegvit iGN
nd ‘also went on to Whitewater, and Sugar creek, comling from Hacine
n, John Janes. Janes, with others, had started twice
glore, tut owing to the loss ofl their supvillies and other retsoiias
ey bhad turned back without seeling Rock river, though at one tiue

ey had eepached withiin Live or six miles of 1t Janeg made hiele g

¢ land on the east side of the river, and earved iiis nane OIINaSETeS

{tanding wnere the Myers house now stands, on Februapry 155 1835685

Bl ataked and marked off his elaim and then hired two men to ouild

o
]

im o cabin elighteen feel square on it.'He started back for Hasines
tles without seeing:.a solibary individual, or a mardiotf eiviiizraticn
ther than bhe gurveyors' marks in surveying the line. he did mot
i3 family until May.

D0, 1856, Judge William Holmes and family moved from
ichigan Clty to Jsznesville, coming by way of Chicago., Judge

hlme g gnd family lived for six months in a cabin near the

i1t imore guarry, and then they erected the filrst frame building
ithin Janesville's limits, built of limber cut with whipsaw, by
pbert ard Danlel Stone, who had shortly before arrived here, and

10 gtaid in Janesville for a short time before taking up their

n they afterwards did, near Indian Ford, ten miles north
le, This house of Judge Holmes was erected about thirtye

¥s  rods south ol the present Forth Ward park.
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3183006, He's Janes arprived with hils family, and was
nained by Levi Harneas, Richard Miller, Baesely and Isaac
wo later returning shortly to Racine,. Janes!cabir had

as 1t was minus a floor, and with a hole sawed out

e In June, 1836, the first death in the 11ttlevse i iaa v

re. Samuel Ste John dying, and the second birth, Mary

ca, daughter of John and Hannah Holmes. There was no

G, the county was “etached from Milwaukee county and made

Racine county; it was not organized as a seperate county

soring of 1839, though the county seat was establidhed

islative degsion of 1856, and 182Uy

in 1837 or verhaps late in 1836, Henry F. Janesg commenced
arry across the river about where the Milwaukee street

w, in conrnection with his tavern where the Lappin or

sl 1S asdbiatec .
il, 1637, through the agency of General W. B. Sheldon,

.

ice was established at Janesville, and Mr. Janes was

3 4+

ostmaster; the first mail, carried by Joesph Payne,

0]

Aoril 22, 1837, starting from Mineral Point on the way

anr Dr, B.B. Carey, nostmaster of Racine, inducted Janes

« A cipar box fastene? on the end of the bar served to

-ne mail for guite a period of time,.

'irst religious service was held here in July or the first

1657, by an itinerant Methodlst minister, who came in

7 reld service in the open air under a large oak

nl of 1838 Charles Stevens erected a new hotel on

0 the prosent NMyers house, called the Janesville Stage



3e . inder s able management, this taverniwaaslonsuiin onriEsiet e

phtnnnl e hotse was i ofilake e o
t er of 1838 and 1l8&9 Hiram bBrown tapghtia few el St

i a log - agl Lhiotige In the southcast partiictithetctty Sbeinswtlic

sbruary 15,1859, a territorial acl was passedsare e ing

»

e hed

Feclc-lcounty on ioparating 1t from Racine cointy,) tORWIIIE IR
prmIe Dl eon attached, and also reestablishing the countylegc et

Janegyilles. An election was held, in which Tucius G Fisher was

+ W. He He Balley, regicter of tdecdsasuligRe Sl o

el e Soanld i and ©. J. Hassard county commissionersa., There
Has been an Inforral election for justices of thnefpeaceibeloTa it s

.
ol

e M L S - . ] - 1 -

2k Taniel Smiley and Hiram Drown had been elected ;andstile

n the ovroceedings to locate thelcounty seatisithenllttlessaitiilos
et had to be civen "a local hapitation and a name," and Cencrals

gpcizp and Sheldon and Knapp sug
2 - g

~ested the name of "Janesville,"
owing to the county seat being located upon the fractional cusrter
gection whlch Mr. Janes had entered, and because of his tlreleas
Bflorts in orocuring the location of the county,seat &t this places
ween 1t wers onoozed by all the other settlements in the county.

The Tirst act establishing the county seat fact 12, laws 1837-8
aooroved Necember 27, 1837) did not mention the name of "Janesville,"
but simply rrovided "that the seat of justice in Rock county should
e on part of the northwest quarter of section 36, town 3, range 12,"
being the tr ¢t claimed by Janes. The name had been mentioned in the
lawg a year -revicus, however. Tn act 33, laws of 1856, approved

ecember ¢, 1i36, a commission was appointed to lay out a territorlal




road from Lake Michigan to Rock River "to terminate at or near
Janesville on said river." Mr. Janes, in a letter from California
published in "History of Rock County," 1879, glves another account
of the naming of Janesville, as follows: "I had first give it the

Hn

Black Hawk,"

name of it having been one of the old warrior's
camping grounds, and sent up a petition to the postoffice department
for a postoffice of that name, and recommended myself as postmaster.

T,

Amos ¥endall, at that time postmaster general, refused to establish
an office by that name. As their was one already bearing that name,
in Towa, but then a part of Wisconsin territory, and gave the name

"Janesville! to the Dostof’fice."l

The first session of the Rock County district court was held in
Janesville in 1839, using as a courthouse one of the rooms in the

Janesville Stage house, and as a jury room a small frame bullding
= 3

ad jacent thereto. Judge Irving presided, and Dr, Guy Stoughton was

=

nted cle

3

anno k of the court.

The first public school was opened during the summer of 1840,
in a log building near north Main street near General Sheldon's
residence, which was taught by Miss Cornelia Sheldon, his daughter.
February 17, 1842, township 3 and the north half of township
2 north, of ranges 13 and 14 east, and all of that part of east of
Rock River, were organized into a town by the name of Janesville.
On March 21, 1843, that part comprised in township 3 north of range
14 east and township 4 north, of range 12 east, was annexed to

z
Janesville.

i
Chapman Bros., Portrait and Biographical Album of Rock County

Wisconsin, Acme Publishing Company, Chicago, 1885, pp. 1021-1038,

2Joseph B. Doe, Revised Charter of the City of Janesville with

ﬁpegigl Amendments, Janesville Signal Book and Job Printing, 1891.



In 1842 the first bridge over Rock river was built by Charles
Stevens, Thomas Lappin and W. H. H. Balley. It was a private enter-
prise with them, and was operated as a toll bridge for nearly ten
years. It was erected where the Milwaukee street bridge now is, at

a cost of two thousand dollars.

In the spring of 1843 the first permanent Methodist church was
organized by Rev. Poyd Phillips; it had nine members, and Mr. John
Winn was aprointed leader.

Tn this yvear a census taken showed the population to be 333
perscns. The year was 1843,

In 143 the first lumber yard was established at Janesville by
Elbridge G. 7ifield, near the west end of where now the Court street
bridge is situated.

The first brick block for business purposes was erected by
Daniel A. Richardson; this was three stories high and known as the
Commercial bleclk, and was a portion of the block where J. M. Bostwick
& Sons store now 1s on Main street., This was in the year of 1844,
February 11, 1845 the First Congregational church of Janesvillle
was organized by Rev. C., H. Buckley, assisted by Rev. Stephen Peet,
with sixteen members.

During the year 1844 a little one=story brick schoolhouse was
erected by the village on Division street near East Milwaukee street.
This was the first building erected by the public. Orrin Guernsey
was the f irst teacher in charge of this schoole In the fall another
schoolhouge was bullt on Eastern avenuve under contract by J. P,

Wheeler; it was painted red and was known thereafter as the "little

red schoolhouse,"
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The first newspaper in the cornty was started August 14, 1845,
by Levi Alden, of New ilampshire, and E. A. Stoddard; it was a weekly
called "The Janesville Cazette," and is still carried on under that
name. The subscribers at the beginning numbered about 500, Today
the subscribers number 47,235,
In August, 1646, a second newspaper, called the "Rock County
Democrat ," was established by General G. W. Crabb, and continued
mder his management until 1848, In 1849, it had passed into the
hands of Charles S. Jordan, who issued a few numbers and then sus-
pended publication until March 1, 1849, when its publication was
resumed under the title of "Rock County Badger." In 1850, under
fifferent editors, the name was again changed to "Badger State,"
ind ‘n 1851 1t was merged with a new paper called the "Democratic
Btandard." Under this name it continued until 1858, when it gave
Way to the "Janesvilie Daily amd Weekly Times."
In December a census showed the population to be 1,458,
hearly doubling the last censuse.
1847, the first secret society was organized at Janesville,
pieng the Wisconsin Lodge Noe. 14 of the 0dd Fellows, which was char-
fered February 11, 1847. This lodge ls still In exlstence today.
The first Catholic church was also built in 1847, being a amall
pbrick building at the corner of Homes and Cherry streets, erected
by St. Patrick's Soclety, and this building afterwards was enlarged
end grew into the church,
The first lodge of Masons was chartered January 15, 1848,
peing the Western Star Lodge No. 14, F. and A. M. Thls lodge 1is
Et111 in existence in Janesville today.

On May 7, 1848, the first large fire occurred-the William Hodson




brewery on North Maln street, was destroyed by fire, as was also

Vr. Hodson's residence at the corner of North Bluff and Pease court.
The loss was eatimated at ten thousand dollars.

In June, 1848, the present Trinity church building was finished
and dedicated. September 7, 1848, the Milwaukee and Galena Telegraph
Company was organized, A. Hyatt Smith, of Janesville, Being president,
eand R. W. Wright, of Waukesha, vice-president. The building of the
line was rushed, and on December 15, 1848, the line reached Janesville
and was commenced to be operated, so that Janesville came into
telegraphic commurnication with the outside world over this line to
Milwaukee and from there to Chlcago, and so one

In March, 1848, a census showed the populetion of Janesville

to be 1,812, There were 318 fanllies, 113 of whom lived on the east
side of the river and 205 on the wegt side. And it was shown that

116 houses on the west side of the river had been erected In the

lagt eighteen months.

August 30, 1849, a public meeting was held to secure the locatlon
of the state asylum for the blind at Janesville, and it was soon
after established here, Though at first by private parties, the first
term of school was held in one of Ira Miltimore's buildings on Center
avenue near the Monterey bridge. later, in 1850, the school was
transferred to the residence of Mrs. H. Hunter on Jackson streetl
In 1852, Captain Miltimore having donated ten acres where the site
ow 1s, a building was erected thereon, and in the fall the school
commenced ooeration there. At about this time the state took charge
BE 1t

™ October, 1849, the postoffice department established a daily

1ail service between Mlilwaukee and Janesville. The malls were then

gll carried by stage, and there were nine mail routes crossing
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Janesville, so that the arrival and departure of the stages furnished
dalily exclitement and added to the lively appearance of the towne.

In June, 1850, the count of the population was 3,100, showing

that it had increased about 1,300 in a little over a year,

In 1850 the first regular pastor of the Catholic church took
gharge, belng the Rev. Patrick Keenan; prior to this time tha seryices
had been held by outside priests.

January &, 1851, the Oak KEill Cemetery Association was organized
and procured land where the Oak Hill Cemetery now is. Previous to this
time, the block now occupied by the Jefferson school was used as a
cemetery; but from this time on no more bodles were interred there,
and in 1855 and 1&56 those that had been buried there were taken up
end reburied in Oak Hill and Mt. Olivet cemeteriles.

On October 12, 1851, the first state failr was held in Janesavills,

and tie Rock County Agricultural Society also held its fair in conn=-

Hy

ection with ite This fair was held on the prairie east of the court-
house park, This fair was attended by at least 5,000 people, and the
receipts, given as two hundred and fifty-four dollars divided equally
between the state and the county assoclations,

The year 1855 was a famous year for Janesville, because then it
jas Incorporated as a city by chapter 93 of the Private and Local
Laws of 1853, which was aporoved by Governor Farwell on March 19,
L8563

The first election was fixed for the first Tuesday of Aprile.

k. Hyatt Smith was elected the first mayor of Janesville at that
alection.

The third newspaper was started on January 6, 1853, being the

1 - - s
'"ree Press," Rev. Joseph Baker, editor. This paper was Republican

In politics and was issued until 1857, when it was bought by the




Nl
'Gazette" and merged with that paper.

The population according to the first census was 4,800,

On election night, the first Tuesday of April, 1853, the Stevens
House was destroyed by fire during one of the most violent gales of
rind ever experilenced; it was a wonder that more of the city was
hot burned, as there was no fire department except a volunteer
bucket brigade.

The buring of the Stevens House in 1853 started an agitation for
bdequate fire vrotection; the talk, however, did not materiallze i1n
brocuring any engines untill 1855, but before the engines were received
two fire companies were organized, being the Rock River No. 1 and
later Witch Yo. 2

On July 4, 1854, the first daily paper in Janesville was issued

by the Janesville "Gazette," Levi Alden and Charles Holt, proprietors.
Cwing to insufficient patronage it was determined later In the year

to suspend pnblication of the daily, and the paper was not issued

ks a daily from October 7, 1854, to March, 1857,

On June 25, 1855, the two hand fire engines previously ordered

by the city arrived, and in the evening the first regular parade of
the fire department took place. They paraded in full uniform, con=-
sisting of leather helments, red shirts and black pants with red-

top boots, so that they made an imposing appearance.

In October, 1855, two banks were started In the city of Janesville
Which have endured to the present time. There seems to be some
cuestion as to which one began business first. The Central Bank of
Wisconsin, now the First National Bank, began business on October 19,
1855, and has continued in practically the same location ever since.
Its first president was O. W. Norton and the cashiler William A.

Lawrence; it was organized as a national bank in September, 1863.
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'he Rock County Bank was organized as a state bank October 16, 1885;
rimothy Jackman as president, Andrew Palmer vice-president and J. B.
brosby cashier. In January, 1865, it was organlzed as a national bank,
hnd since that time has been known as the Rock County National Bank.

: The city's population had increased so that the state census of

1855 showed a population of 7,081.
The Janesville CGas Company, chartered by the legislature during
1856, completed 1ts plant and commenced the manufacture of gas.
In September the Chicago, St. Paul & Fond du Lac Rallway Company,

o

how the Chicago & North-Western, completed its tract as far as

Janesville, and on September 15 the first passenger traln arrived.
[he year was 1856.

The fire department was enlarged during 1856, by the organization

bf 2 hook and ladder compan with W. B. Britton as foreman: the
L ] 2

Hid not procure their equipment, however, until the next year,
In March, 1857, Charles Holt purchased the Janesville "Free
‘ress," united it with the Janesville "Gagette," and began pub~

Lishing a daily paper again, It was published as a morning paper

ind called "The Daily Moring Gazette," belng a seven~-column paper.
From that time untill the present ther has always been a daily
'cazette," though 1t was changed to an evening paper,

In May, 1858, the Young Men's Christian Assoclation of Janesville
Was organized, Josish T. Wright, beling one of its organizers and

First officers. ﬂ

On May 22 the Rock county courthouse was totally destroyed by fire,
leaving the county without an adequate home for its courts and records
Bnd no other courthouse was built until 1869,

October 1, 1859, has long been considered a red letter day in

Janesville, as Abraham Lincoln visted us on that Saturday and made

B political speech in Young American Hall., He was brought to Jan-
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esville from Beloit by Hone. A. A. Jackson, afterward our mayor, and
entertaires while hefe by We M., Tallman.

The churchers of the city were increased during 1859, by the
organizaticn of Christ Eplscopal Church by the Rev. Thomzs J. Ruger.
They erected no church building, however, holding their services in
Lappin's Hall until 1861.

The five years from 1860 to 1864, inclusive, were with Janesville,
as with all the rest of the country, principally filled with the
visible results of the war. There were two camps at Janesville,

Camp Cameron, where the cavalry were located, being situated on

the old fair grounds at Spring Book, and Camp Treadway for the in-
fantry at the fair grounds on Milwaukee avenue.

The first cimpany recruited here left Janesville for Camp
Randall at Madison on May 6, 1861, This was Company D, Second
Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers,

Prior to the beginning of the war Janesville had listened to a
political speech from Stephen A. Douglas, Democratic candidate for
presldent, who visited the city October 12, 1860, and spoke to a
large crowd in front of the Hyatt house,

In 1864 on May 17 the last regiment left Janesville for lNadie
gon, This was Company A, Fortieth Regiment Wisconsin Vounteecrs,

On November 12, 1863, the first draft took place, in lLappin's
pall, for recruits for the United States Army. Janesville's quota
inder the call for 500,000 men was 125 persons.

During 1864 the present St Patrick's church was completed,

It having been building for some time; the convent and school
Pullding to the east of the church were finished soon afterwards.

On January 12, 1867, occurred the Hyatt house fire. This was

fhe fipst time for a life had been lost by fire in dJanesville,
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Mat flre sbarted 1n the kitchen in the northwest corner of the hotely
pind as the department was unable to check 1t, destroyed the whole
building with a lcss of $140,000., Some of the occupants were for-
tunate enough to get their belongings out of the hotel, but for
Miss Maggie Burns, an employee of the hotel, was caught by the
flames on the fifth floor and burned to death.
In 1867 the RBaptist Church Socliety erected the brick church
pbn South Jackson street, which they occuplied as a place of worship
mtil it was burned, Januwary 135, 1884, and the present church
puilt the same year,
In 1874 a manufacturing enterprise was launched in Janesville,
Which gave employment to many persons for a number of years. This
wag the Janesville Cotton Manufacturing Company, incorporated
lugust 4, 1874 with a capital of $125,000, which was later increased
ko $500,000,
In October, 1875 a third bank was established at Janesville,
being the Merchants & Mechanics! Saving Bank, organized under
ktate laws with a capital of $50,000. This was the first savings
bank in Janesgsville, and it has grown steadily since its estab=-
lishment until now. The name of the bank has been changed to the
Merchants & Savings Banke.
On March 11, 1878, a new daily newspaper was launched by
Garrett Veeder and W. . Leonard, who had been publishing a
weekly since 1869, it was named the "Janesville Dally Recorder,"
Peter J. Mouat bein~ the present ouner and editor. This paper is
the only Democratic daily in Rock County.

September 8, ex=-President U. S. Grant visited Janesville and
held a recepntion in the Myers house, shaking hands with an immense

crowd of people who were presented to him,
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In 1880 electric light was first intorduced into Janesville by
he Janesville Electric Light Company, which was incorporated March
B, 1880, by Dr. Henry Palmer, W. T. Vankird and others.
On Octover 5, 1881, the Janesville Machine Company was incorporated
y Janes Harris, J. B. Crosby and others, with a capital of $100,000,
b take over the business of the Harris Manufacturing Company; this
ps done on the first day of January, 1882, and the Harris Manufacturing
pripany they ceased to do business as a corporation.
In March, 1880, the first telephone exchange was opened in Janes-
1le by the Janesville Telephone Company with sixteen subscribers;
e number of subscribers had grown to fifty-eight by January 1, 1881,
his exhange became a part of the Bell telephone system, and the
lsconsin Telephone Company was granted a franchise by the city in
»92, and increased its equipment, having a large number of subscribers.
Beginning with the year 1880, and extending on for a considerable
mber of years, Janesville became the head of the draft horse im-
rting industry. Thomas Bowles brought the first Norman horse to
nesville in 1865, and in 1873 began dealing in imported horses,
ough not making importations himself until about 1883, when the firm
came “owles & Fadden. Later the firm was changed to Hadden, Scott
Mouat. They 4id a very large business in importing French horses.
Alexander Galbraith and his brothers, under the name of Galbraith
08e , began importing Clydesdale horses from Scottland in 1880;
eir importations of Clydesdales and Hackneys increased until they
re probably the larpgest importers in the United States,
In 1881, a municipal court for the county of Rock was established
Janesville, taking the place of the police justices with a con-
lerable increase of jurisdiction. I.. F. Patten was elected as the

st municipal judge and began holding court the last Monday of
hs, 1881,
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In February, 1881, Janesville was cut off from the outside world
v a snow blockade which lasted over three days; the streets of the
ity were so fllled with snow that all travel was abandoned, and the
ountry roads were impassable for more than a week.
On May 10, 1887, the city granted a franchise to Turner, Clark
Rawson of Toston, to construct and operate a system of waterworks
n the city. A board of water commissioners had prior thereto been
stablished by the laws of 1883 for the building of a waterworks
ystem by the city. The board had adopted plans and purchased land
nd comwenced the digging of artesian wells for the supply of water.
On Yanuary 20, 1887, the well at the waterworks station commenced
lowing, being at that time drilled to a depth of 1,060 feet, with
n eight-inch bore. That well gave about 500 gallons per minute,
nd was turned over to Turner, Clark & Lawson under their contract.
ther wells have been drilled since as more water was needed to supply
s ity
In 1887 the service of the fire department was made much more
fficient by the construction of a fire alarm telegraph by the
prwe 11 company; the contract being entered into the city in Nov-
mber and the alarm system completed, tested and accepted in Dec-
jpben, 1287,
There is an industry established in Janesville, which has
Fobably made its name known in more sections of the country and
e world than any other industry has, that is, the Parker Pen
Pripany , which was incorporated by George S. Parker and others in
B91 ,
The year 1895 saw the completion of the Y. M, C. A, home, which
ks finished in August, 1895. Thils building was erected at the ncrth-

PSt corner of West Millwaukee and High street at a cost of over

50,\300.
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The year 1805 saw the geginning of golf in Janesville. The credit
' introducing the game belongs to Alexander Galbraith, who bought
set of clubs over from Scotland in 1893; he triled during that year
ld the next to get people interested in the game, but was sucessful
ptil the fall of 1894, when he succeeded in persuading C. C. McLean,
[111am Proudfoot and a few others with Scotch blnod in their veins
b go out on his farm east of the city and "try the clubs." They
came enthusiastic, and in the spring of 1895 grounds were leased
fom H. S. Woodruff at the western edge of the city limits. The
lub's growth was steady and 1t was incorporated October 27, 1896,
bder the name of the Sinnisippi Golf Club, "Sinnisippi" being the
ld Indian name for Rock river, In 1898 the grounds, consistling of
inety=-three acres, were bought from the Woodruff estate by another
prporation formed for that purpose, called the Janesville Country
lube A commodious club house was erected, and since that time the
le grounds nhave been improved until they are now spoken of by experts
8 the best nine-hole course in the northwest. The state tournaments
tre first inaugurated at the Janesville Club, and have been held
jre ever since,

Cn January 23, 1800, the new county jall was completed and

cepted by the county; the new building is built in the same
lock to the north of the old jail and presents a much better
bpearance, being constructed of red brick and according to modern
bsigns. The county appropriated $25,000 for its construction, and
b was built with the appropriation.
In 1901 the county added to the city's appearance by the erec-
ion of a goldier's monument in the court house park, raising for
ils purpose the sum of $10,000, This monument of gray granite

frmounted by the carved figure of soldier, stands in the park in
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ront of the court house, in the middle of where Parker Drive South
buld be were it continued through the park.

The publlic library dates back to 1865, when a company of the

0

isiness men of the city formed the Young Men's Association, to

airnish entertainment and educatiocn. They commenced the acquisition
F'a library, wnich was circulated among members at a small cost
ir year, This library grew slowly until it had accumulated about
500 volumes. The library was lccated in the Lappin building, called
e postoffice building, at the east end of Milwaukee street bridge.
s L. S. Best was the librarlan for a number of years priér to
b82; in that year the Women's Clubs of Janesville started out to
(ke it a free library, and succeeded in raising money enough, part=
111y through the agency of Colonel Burr Robins, who donated the
ceipts of his circus at Janesville, to buy the library; it was
bved to the Bennett block on West Milwaukee street and opened as
free library in February, 1883, In January, 1884, the city adopted
as a city library and undertook lts support. Mrs Best continued
librarian. After the city took over the library it grew steadilly
| use and value.
March 9, 1901, a letter was received stating that Mr. Andrew
irnegzie would give to the city $30,000 for the erection of a
lbrary, providing the city would furnish the site, and a fund for
0,000 anually., The library board finally selected a site on Main
freet just cpposite the courthouse parks
On the land purchased for a library, the library board erected
fuilding about 100 by 60 feet in size, two storles and basement;
1s built of gray pressed brick with Bedford stone trimmings.
[ter the reception of Mr. Carnegie's gift, the death of F. S.
ldred, long a leading merchant in Janesville, revealed the fact

at he had willed to the city the sum of $10,000 to be used for
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library building; this sum was used in connection with the $30,000
lven by Mr. Carnegie and especilally devoted to the construction of
children's room wlth an art room in the second story, in the north
Ert of the bullding as a memorial to Mr. Eldred's daughter, Ada
ldred Sayre.

The site «f the postoffice was bought by the government at the
prner of Franklin and Dodge streets a couple of years prior to
¢ erection of the bullding. The building, however, was begun during
e time of the erection of the library and the city hall, and was
inshed in 1903, This building is all gray pressed brick with stone
P imings, two storles high and costing about $75,000, and will
hrnish sufficient accommodations for the post office even though
be city grows as expected,

In December, 1386, Janesville was given free delivery and the
e of boxes and general delivery decreased accordingly. The intro-
jction of rural free delivery about 1800 caused a considerable
becrease of the work of the Janesville office, a large number of
butes starting from this point.

In 1202 a magnificent new church bullding was erected by St.
iry's Catholic church congregation at the corner of Wisconsin and
rth First streets. This church is bullt of red pressed brick and
s an extremely lofty spire which supplants the old high school

me as the highest point in Janesville,

In 1904 an enterprise was started in Janesville that meant

ch to the wheole county of Rock as well as to the ecitizens of
nesville, This was the erection of a beet sugar factory by

otain Janes Davidson, of Bay City, Mich.; this was incorporated
the Rock County Sugar Company in March 1904, with a capital of
V0,000, A site was purchased out of the old paul farm adjoining

e eagtern 1limits of the city on the Emerald Grove road. Immense
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hick buildings were erected and the machinery installed therein
iring 1904 at a cost of nearly a million dollars. The farmers
iroughout the county began the raising of beets, and contracts
bre also made for the ralsing of the beets in other countiles,
ne beets being shioped in here by rail,

Another industry which has grown to a large extent during
he years since 1900 in Janesville is the baking industry.
bssrs. Bennision & Lane purchased ground, a part of the old Doe
bmestead at the corner of High and Wall streets, in 1902, and
rected a large brick bakery building thereone They make very
hrge daily shipment of bread and other bakery good in all
irectlons from Janesville within a radius of sixty to seventy
ilese The Colvin Baking Company has been engaged in the baking
hisness in ianesvllle for many years. This company does a large
1itside as well as local business, "ut has worked up the shipping
F bread more since 1900,
A nrivate hosnital known as the Palmer Memorial Hospital.was
h successful operation under the auspices of the physiclans of
he city for a number of years, having been opened about the
ime of the death of Dr. Henry Palmer by his son, Dr. William
. Palmer, and others assoclated with him. They occupied a house
riginally built by D. P, Smith as a residence on Washington
treet near the bank of Rock river. The need for a public hospital
here charity cases might be treated was so great that a committee
f the Twilight Club raised a fund towards the purchase of the
Blmer Hospital, and the Catholic Sister of Merey bought the
roperty from the Palmer associatlion with the aid of the fund thus

Pised and began its operation as a public hospital on April 1, 190749

P—— e - (1=

History of Rock County Wisconsin, by William Brown, C. F.

boper & Co., Chicago , 1908, pp. 521-609, 789-1090,.
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A horse rallway was established here in 1886, and the line was
built and finally electrified in 1892. The last of the streetcars
n in 1930 and motor buses were substituted. Automobilles, which
gan to make their appearance about 1905, constantly increased in
imber , and finally captured public fancy completely. The for-=hire
tables, the black-smiths, the carriasge factories, the harness shops
|1 went out as the city and nation turned to automobiles. The
inesville-RBeloit=Rockford interrurban line, founded in 1902 and
Er‘years a ropular and thriving business, came and went.

Finally even commercial bus service became so unprofitable
at the city government, following a referendum election, purchased
b lineg in 1952,
Since the yvear of the city's incorporation it has operated
hder three forms of government: Aldermanlc from 1853-1612; comm=
Esion form, 1912-1918; aldermanic, 1918~1923; and city manager-
puncil, 1923 to the present.
In 1918 General Motors bought property from the Janesville
bchine Company. This purchase eventually led to the establishment
f Chevrolet and Fisher Body locally in 1923. Few things - have meant

much to the financial growth of the community as the presence

o

iz}

General Motors in Janesville, In 1920 Parker Pen Company built
factory at the corner of Court and Division Streets. In 1926
iverside Park was annexed to the city.4

In 1923 Riverside Park development planned and started. Police,
ire and Public Works departments motorized.

The year 1924 concrete street paving program instituted. Health
epartment centralized and strengthened. Fire Department consolidated

in one station. Police and Firemen's hour reduced.

————— —_— — e

4

"100 Years of Progress", pamplet put out by the First National
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1925 snow removal program inaugurated. Dental inspection of school
hildren begun,
In 1926 systematic inspection of dairy farms started. 0ld High
thool remodeled for Vocational School, Full time welfare worker
ided in Health Department. Club House built at Municipal Golf course.
The vear 1927 supervised recreation program commenced at five
laygrounds. Time 1limits established for parking in downtown area.
ilverside Park development continued. Eight million gsllon storage
bservoir designed.
1928, Jeffris Park given to City by M. G. Jeffris. Goose Island
brk donated by Lions Clubs Mechanical cleaning of sewers commenced.
bning ordinance completely revised.
The year 1929, Child Welfare Clinic started. Detentlon hospital
pened s Buses substituted for streetcars. Palmer Park site donated
g W. F. Palmer,
Tn 1930 bathouse built at Goose Island. Five tennis courts bullt
t Riverside Park, Palmer Park development commenced.
1931, Monterey Park size increased by land purchases. Memorial
rmory dedicated. Football field and track constructed at Monterey
prk, Palmer Park opened for public enjoyment.
On 1932 the tax rate .of twenty dollars lowest since 1918 and
bwest in state. Library remodeled, auditorium provided. Dredging of
lver to improve Goose Island and Monterey Park started. Eighteen
huffleboard courts built at Riverside and Palmer Parks., Water rates
Ut ten percent,

1933, the Fire department adds boat for water rescues. Sewage
lsposal plant designed. Health Department begins eye examinations.

The year 1934 and Indoor pilstol range completed for police.

ublic Works program of ﬁﬁO0,000 completed in cooperation with Civil
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rks Administration and Federal Emergency Relief Administration.
1935, Center Avenue wildened, City celebrates centennial of
ttlement. Sewage disposal plant begins operations.

On the year 1936, the Fire and Police commlssion organized.
220 new street name signs installed,

The year 1937 seven additional police employed as department
arts on three eight hour shifts. Health Officer placed on full
me basis. New well drilled at Eastern Avenue and Putnam Avenue

r additional water supplye. Wading pools constructed at Riversilde
d Palmer Parkse.

1958, grade A Milk ordinance passed. Diamond ball field built
Monterey Park. Lions Park of 27 acres acquired. Bilcycle licenses
sued for first time. Janesville rated one of 14 best governed cities
der 50,000 population in United States.

The year 1939 Lions Beach opened. Police provided with two way
dio and three wheel motorcycle. Riverwall constructed between

urt Street and Racine Street. Boat landing buillt at Riverside Park.
ams and Washington Schools built for elementary level,

1940, eighty-eight acres purchased for second nine holes at
nicipal Golf Course. New Vocational School machine shop built.
c-way radio installed on fire trucks. Lions beach enlarged by
edzing.

- In 1941, parking meters installed. Dental hygienist added to

plth Department staff.

1942, Civil Defense organization started. Shrine of Honor erected
Court House Park.

The year 1943 saw the complete 18 hole golf course opened for use.
fineering plans commenced for postwar improvementse.

1944 plans for city garage and shop, for new well and larger
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ater mains and for Lions' Beach bath-house completed.

1945, Janesville awarded third place in nation for traffic safety
ecord .

The year 1946 43 acres purchased for plstol range and future
evelopment of Blackhawk Valley park system, City secured 36 temporary
ousing un’ts for veterans. Additional land secured for Wall Street
arking lot and for lot on west river bank.

In 1947 East river bank parking lot site purchased. Wall Street
brking lot opened for 120 cars.

1948 Health Department starts fogging to control flies. Fluorine

o be added to water as dental health measure. Library establishes
honograrh record lending service.

The year 1949 site for new high school purchased. Tallman Mansion
iven to city for historical museum.

1950, East river bank parking lot opened. Mercury vapor street
1ghts installed in business district. Additional settling tanks
p1ilt at sewage disposal plant. La Prairie Park trapshooting, plstol
hd rifle range opened,

In 1951, the library installs modern method of book charging.
iong!' Beach bathouse completed. Henry Traxler retires after 273
pars as City Manager., Additional land bought near south entrance
0 Rivergide Park,

1952 milk and water analysis laboratory provided. Voting machines
nproved by voters after trial use. City takes over ownership and
peration of bus lines.

In 1954 police purchase of radar equipment fot traffic spced
ontrol, in order to implement the fight against traffic accidents.

Fneral NMotors makes 4,000,000 car.5

Janesville Daily Gazette~Friday, Aprll 2, 1954, Section two,



Janesvlille's gas and electricity is furnishead by the Wisconsin
wer and Licht Company, an investor-owned corporation. Eailer gas
pd electric utilities had been sold and merged with the Wisconsin
b & L. Coe, In 1927 and 1924 respectively, it , in turn, entered
pto a power poocl agr-ement with the Wisconsin Public Service Corpor=-
ion in 1962, Making reserve generating capacity of either company
jallable to the other as needed. This tend to level out the financial
irden of new plant construction and is a help in the effort to hold
e line against rising cost.
new era of gas service came to Janesville in 1950 with the
itrocducticn of natural gas from Texas, followed by 2 pipeline from
nada in 1961, making gas available in Janesville and some outlying
eas.

From 1¢50=-1960, Janesville doubled its area to 15 square miles.
s population jumped from 24,89% to 35,164, The Court House com=
eted in 1874, to replace the one which had burned, cost 75,000,
e new Court House, Completed and occupied in 1957, cost $1,750,000.
The Library completed in 1503 at a cost of $40,000, a gift of
0,000 from Andrew Carnegie Foundation and $10,000 bequest from
S« Eldred, to be the first public library bullding. In 1968, a
h building was completed at a cost of $932,000,
Today, the three major local industries are the Fisher Body and
evrolet, both divisions of General Motors Corporation, who merged
January 1, 1969, and the Parker Pen Company. These firms employ

brly half of the total workers in the city.6

—— e ————

League of Women Voters Janesville, "Janesville", 1963, pp.8-37.
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